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OP 


THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  TWELFTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 
WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  4,  ISU. 


Moi«DA,T  KoY^mber  4. 1811. 
The  first  teesMA  of  tke  TwelfVfa  CSoofreBs  com- 
meneti  tins  day  »t  the  City  of  Waskiiigton,  con- 
ibMuUy  to  tbe  proclamatioB  of  the  PresUlettt  of 
Ihe  Uoi^ed  StMs,  Of  tlie  24th  of  Joly  lout,  and 
the  Seoftte  aBseoibled  io  their  Chminber. 

PRESENT : 

Gborqe  Clinton.,  Vice  Prtoident  of  the  United 
States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

Nicholas  Oilman  and  Coakl^  <I?dtt8,  frogfi' 
.New  Hampshire.  • 

Cbauncet  Goo&atcB  and  Samd^l  W.  DiAna, 
4ron  Cooneoticut. 

Stephen  R.  Braolby^  from  Vcarmoot. 

John  Smith  and  Obeouji  Gsbmak,  from  New 
Tork. 

John  Ck)KDiT  aad  John  LAJonar,  from  New 
Jaiwy. 

A  MDBB  v>GaBoo  aad  BifioHABL  ItMB,  from  P«Bn- 
^ylvama. 

OoraBBEiDoa  Hoaavr,  from  Debware. 

Samhsl  Smith  and  Pbiup  Reed,  from  Mary- 
%a4. 

William  B.  Gi lbb,  from  Virginia. 

Jesse  FaANKLtN/fVom  North  Carolina. 

John  Qaillaed  and  John  Tatlob,  ftojfxi  Sooth 
Oarolhia. 

William  H.  Crawford  i^ud  Charles  Tait. 
.from  Georgia. 

John  Pope,  from  Kentoclnr. 

Joseph  Anderson,  from  Tennessee. 

Thomas  Wortbinqton,  from  Ohio. 

Qeobob  M.  Bi&B,  appointed  a  Senator  hy  the 
l«egisiatore  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commeaeing  ob  the  4th  day  of  March 
last;  Gbobob  W.  Campbell,  appointed  a  Sen- 
ator hy  the  I^gislaiure  of  the  Slate  of  Tentiesaee, 
4b  iiUee  of  Jbnkin  Wbitesids,  resigned;  Jbbb- 
aiiaa  B.  Howbll,  appoiatvd  a  Senator,  for  the 
unn  of  siE  years,  oon^menekigon  the  fonrth  day 
of  liareh  last,  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Islandand  Providence  Plantations;  Joseph 
B.  VABmrM,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legisla- 
tare  of  the  State  ol  Massachusetts,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  an  the  fourth  day  of 
March  last;  respoctirely  produced  their  creden- 


tials, which  were  .read,  and  the  oath  preicribid 
by  law  was  administered  to  them,  and  ^ey  took 
their  seatft  in  the  Senate. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  toMessn.  Con- 
DiTj  Cbawford,  Qiles,  Oilman,  and  Tatlob, 
their  credentii^is  having  been  read  and  filed  dur- 
ing the  last  session. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  tt^^i  a.  quorum  of  the  Senale 
isNas^mbt^d  4m(f  rcadr  id  proceed  to  business, 
.j  [ReiM^  lfhat.ea>.iv  senator  be  supplied,  dor- 
nfgthe  nr^nt  session,  witb  three  such  newspa* 
p^'^inO^^ib  a^f  0ftheS«ate8asbemaych0M& 
proyidtcf  tUidhe  lame  be  furnished  at  the  a$oal 
Ti^te  &fr«the  tAnOtrcj^rge  of  such  papers;  and 
pfasv^dfe^F^jjii^.thlfti^  any  Senator  shall  choose 
to^ialfealiy  Newspapers  other  than  daily  papers, 
he  shall  be  supplied  with  as  many  such  p^ers  as 
shall  not  exceed  the  price  of  three  daily  papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qreo^, 

Reaoloed,  That  the  Senate  wiU,  to-morrow,  at 
twdve  o'clock,  proceed  to  a  choico  of  a  Doof- 
fceeper,  .who  ahaU  abo  discharge  the  duty  of  Ser- 
geaiii*at-Arn»^    > 

Mr.  Tatlor  fireseated  the  memorial  of  Joaej^ 
Wheaton,  praying  remnneration  for  services  ren- 
dered the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary^  wat, 
and  compensation  for  h>sse8  sustained  therein. 

A  menage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembled, and  have  elected 
Henry  Clay,  EUq^  one  of  the  Representatives 
from  the  Sute  of  Kentucky,  their  Speaker,  and 
are  ready  to  proceed  to  businesj.  They  have  ap- 
pointed a- committee  on  their  past,  iomtly  with 
such  committee  as  may  be  appoiated  on  the  pan 
of  the  Senate,  to  wmit  oa  the  Preaktoat  ottbe 
United  States,  and  notify  him  thai  a  quoran  of 
the  two  Houses  is  aasemMedaad  ready  to  recmv« 
any  eooimunieatioos  thai  he  tn^y  be  pleased  Io 
make  to  tbeaa. 

The  Benate  concurred  in  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  on  thi^ir  part,  agreeably  to  the  re- 
solution last  mentioned ;  ana  Messrs.  Anberson 
and  Gaillard  were  Appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 
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Tuesday,  NoFember  5. 

Richard  Brent,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
attended. 

Mr.  Anderson  reported,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  President  informed 
the  committee  that  he  woald  make  a  communi- 
cation to  the  two  Houses  this  day,  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

On  motion,  bj  Mr«  Lbib,  a  eoaimittee  was  ap^ 
pointed  a|rreeably  to  the  forty-second  rule  for  con- 
dactinff  business  in  the  Senate;  and,  Messrs. 
Leib,  Franklin,  and  Cutts,  were  appointed  the 
commiltee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qilvan.  a  oommittee  was 
Appointed  agreeably  to  the  22d  rule  for  conduct- 
ing business  in  the  Senate ;  and  Messrs  Oilman, 
Campbell,  of  Xennessee, and  Bibb,  wereappointed 
the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Doorkeeper,  agreeably 
to  the  resolution  of  yesterday,  and  the  whol^num- 
ber  of  ballots  collected  was  27,  of  which  Mount- 
JOT  Baylt  had  20,  and  was  accordingly  elected, 
in  the  place  of  James  Mathers,  deceased. 

ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  Unit^'S,tat»P&:  »   ,   ,.^^ 
FeilouhcUizensq/'theSthiifly.'^    *      •,-./    J;/ 
and  House  of  Reprueniaiipe» :  *       ;    *    ••••« 

In  calling  yotU  together  soonfi;  tbfi('a2top|Ltfdoii 
from  your  hotnes  would  otherwiie  h$9t  tff ^  p^flllred, 
I  yielded  to  considerations  driHi;  frttu  ^  j/bttiire  of 
our  foreign  afikirs ;  and  in  iUi4if  Uto  jjg^^^^orlhe 
time  of  y oar  meeting,  regard'was'ha'd'to  ffikpt^l^^il' 
ityofftirther  developments  of  the  policy  of  we  beftig- 
erent  Powers  towaras  this  country,  which  might  the 
more  unite  the  National  Councils  in  the  measures  to 
be  pursued. 

At  the  dose  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  it  was  hoped 
llwt  the  successiYe  confirmations  of  the  extinction  of  the 
Frmoh  decrees,  so  Sur  as  they  violated  our  neutral  com- 
merce, would  haTo  induced  the  GoTemment  of  Great 
Britafai  to  r^ieal  its  Orders  m  dmataSlt  an!  tbweby 
authorize  a  removd  of  the  existing  obstructions  to  lier 
commerce  with  the  United  States. 

Instead  of  this  reasonable  step  towards  satisfaction 
and  friendship  between  tl^  two  nation4»  the  Orders, 
were,  at  a  moment  when  least  to  have  been  expected, 
put  into  more  rigorous  execution;  and  it  was  com- 
municated through  the  British  Envoy  just  arrived,  that, 
whilst  the  revocation  of  the  edicts  oTFrance,  as  officially 
made  known  to  the  British  Government,  was  denied 
to  have  taken  plae^,  h  was  an  indispensable  condition 
of  Hie  repeal  of  ti^e  Britidi  Orders  that  commerce  should 
be  restored  to  a  footing  that  would  admit  the  produc- 
tions anvi  maaufoctares  of  Great  Britain,  when  owned 
by  nemttals,  into  markets  shut  against  them  by  her  en- 
emy; tlie  United  States  beiag  given  to  understattd  that, 
m  the  mean  time,  a  oon^iMianee  of  their  noA-importa- 
tion  act  vrould  lead  to  measures  of  retaliation* 

At  a  later  date,  it  has  indeed  appeared  tkat  a  com- 
munication to  the  British  Governmenty  of  fresh  evi- 
dence of  the  repeal  of  t^e  French  decrees  against  our 
neutral  trade,  was  followed  by  an  intimation  that  it  had 
been  transmitted  to  the  British  Plenipotentiaiy  here. 


in  order  that  it  might  receiVe  friU  consideration  in  th» 
depending  discussions.  This  communication  appears 
not  to  have  been  received;  but  the  transmission  of  il 
hitherto,  instead  ef  founding  on  it  an  actual  repeal  of 
the  orders,  or  assurances  that  the  repeal  would  enaue, 
will  not  permit  us  to  rely  on  any  effisctive  change  iis 
the  British  Cabinet.  To  be  ready  to  meet  with  cordi- 
ality satisfactory  proofo  of  such  a  change,  and  to  pro- 
ceed,  in  the  mean  time,  in  adapting  our  measures  to 
the  views  which  have  been  disclosed  through  that  Min- 
ister, wfll  best  consuU  our  whole  duty. 

In  the  friendly  spirit  of  those  disclosures,  indemni^ 
and  redress  for  oUier  wrongs  have  continued  to  be 
withheld ;  and  o^r  coasts,  and  the  mouths  of  oar  har- 
bors, have  again  witnessed  scenes  not  less  derogatory 
to  the  dearest  of  our  national  rights,  than  vexatious  ta 
the  regular  course  of  our  trade. 

Among  the  occurrences  produced  by  the  conduct  of 
British  ships  of  war  hovering  on  our  coasts,  was  an 
encounter  between  one  of  (hem  and  the  American  frig- 
ate commajided  by  Captain  Rodgers,  rendered  unavoid- 
able on  the  part  of  the  latter,  by  a  fire,  commeuoed 
without  cause,  by  the  former ;  whose  commander  is 
ttirerefore  alone  chargeable  with  the  blood  unfortunately 
shed  in  maintaini^  the  honor  of  the  American  flag. 
The  proceedings  of  a  court  of  inquiry,  requested  ^ 
Captain  Rodgers,  are  comronnicated,  together  with  tlse- 
correspondence  relating  to  the  occurrence  between  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy* 
To  these  are  added  the  several  corresjpondences  which 
have  passed  on  the  subject  of  the  British  Orden  in 
Council ;  and  to  both,  the  correspondence  relating  to 
the  Floridas,  in  which  Congress  will  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  interpositien  which  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  has  thought  proper  to  make  against  the 
proceeding  of  the  United  States. 

The  justice  and  fairness  which  have  been  evinced 
on. the  part  of  the  United  States  towards  France,  botli 
before  and  since  Ae  revocation  of  her  decrees,  author^ 
ized  an  expectation  that  her  Government  would  ha^ 
followed  ap  that  measure  by  aU  such  othen  as  were 
due  to  our  reasonable  claims,  as  well  as  dictated  b^  its 
aibicahte  profassions.  No  yioof,  however,  is  yet  given 
of  an  intention  to  repair  the  other  wrongs  done  to  the 
United  States,  sind  particularly  to  restore  the  great 
amount  of  American  property  seised  and  condemned 
under  edicts  which,  thqugh  not  afiecting  our  neutral 
relations,  and  therefore  not  entering  into  questions  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  other  belligerents,  were, 
nevsrthelesB,  founded  in  such  uiyUst  principles  that 
the  reparation  ought  to  have  been  prompt  and  ample. 

In  addition  to  this  and  other  demands  of  strict  right 
on  that  nation,  the  United  States  have  much  reason  to- 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  rigorous  and  unexpected  re- 
strictions to  which  their  trade  with  the  French  domin- 
ions has  been  subjected ;  and  which,  if  not  discontin- 
ued, win  require  at  least  corresponding  restrictions  on 
impsrtatkms  from  FHinee  into  the  United  States. 

On  all  those  sobjeots,  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary,, 
lately  seat  to  Paris,  has  carried  With  him  the  necessaiv 
instructions  s  the  rasnlt  of  which  will  be  communl- 
oated  to  you,  and  by  ascertaining  the  nlterior  poliqr  af 
the  French  Govarnmeat  towards  the  United  Stales^ 
will  enable  you  to  adapt  to  it  that  of  the  United  States 
towards  France. 

Our  ether  forei^  relations  remain  without  un&vor- 
able  changes.  With  Russia  they  are  on  the  best  foot- 
ing of  fiiendshlp.  The  ports  of  Sweden  have  aflbrded 
proofs  of  friendly  dispositions  towards  our  commeroe- 
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Prendeni^B  Anmdl  MesBoge, 
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in  the  Gornidb  of  Ifent  nttkii  also.  *Andthriiif>raia- 
tion  firom  oor  speciti  Miniiter  to  Denmark,  thowa  thftt 
tbe  miasion  had'been  attended  with  yalnaUe  eifiscta  to 
OUT  dtiiena,  whoae  propartj  had  been  so  eztanaiTely 
^violated  and  endangered  by  cmisera  under  the  Daniah 
flag. 

Under  the  orainooa  indicationa  whidi  eommanded 
attention,  it  became  a  du^  to  exert  the  meana  com- 
mitted to  the  Executive  departraenf  in  providing  ibr 
the  general  security.  The  works  of  defence  on  onr 
maritime  frontier  have  accordingly  been  proaecnted 
with  an  activity  leaving  little  to  be  added  for  the  com- 
pletion of  tiie  most  important  ones ;  and,  as  particu- 
Urly  suited  for  co-operation  in  emergendes,  a  portion 
of  the  gunboats  have,  in  particular  harbors,  been  or- 
dered into  n^  The  ships  of  war  before  in  commis- 
sion, with  the  addition  of  a  fiigate,  have  been  chiefly 
employed  as  a  cruising  guard  to  the  rights  of  our  coast 
And  such  a  disposition  has  been  made  of  our  land 
forces,  as  waa  thought  to  promise  the  services  most  ap- 
piopr^ite  and  important.  In  this  disposition  is  included 
a  force,  consisting  of  regulars  and  militia,  embodied  in 
the  Indiana-Territory,  and  marched  towards  our  North- 
western frontier.  This  measure  was  made  requisite 
by  the  several  murders  and  depredations  committed  by 
Indiana,  but  more  especially  by  the  menacing  prepara- 
tions and  aspect  pf  a  combination  of  them  on  the  Wa- 
bash, under  the  influence  and  direction  of  a  fonatic  of 
the  Shawanese  tribe.  With  these  exceptions,  the  In- 
dian tribee  retain  their  peaceable  dispositions  towards 
us,  and  their  usual  pursuits. 

I  must  now  add  that  the  period  is  arrived  whicV 
daims  from  the  Legislative  guardians  of  the  national 
rights  a  system  of  more  ample  provisions  for  maintain- 
ing Uiem.  Notwithstanding  the  scrupulous  justice, 
die  protracted  moderation,  and  the  multiplied  eflforts, 
on  the  pait  of  the  United  States,  to  substitute  for  the 
acemnnlating  dangers  to  the  peace  of  the  two  conn'* 
tries,  all  the  mutuid  advantages  of  re-established  friend- 
ship and  ceofidenee,  we  have  seen  ^at  the  British 
Cabinet  perseveres,  not  only  in  withholding  a  rehie^y 
for  other  wrongs,  so  long  and  so  loudly  calling  for  it, 
but  in  the  execution*  brought  home  to  the  threshold 
of  onr  territoty,  of  measures  which,  under  existing  otr- 
Gumataneea,  have  the  character^  as  well  as  the  effect, 
of  war  on  our  lawful  commerce^ 

With  this  evidence  of  hostile  inflexibility,  in  tramp- 
ling on  rights  which  no  independent  nation  can  relin- 
quish. Congress  will  feel  the  duty,  of  putting  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  into  an  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded  b^ 
the  crisis,  and  corres^nding  with  the  national  spirit 
and  expectations. 

I  recommend,  accordingly,  that  adequate  provision 
be  made  for  filling  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  enlist- 
ments of  the  regular  troops ;  for  an  auxiliary  force,  to 
be  engaged  for  a  more  limited  term ;  for  the  acceptance 
of  volunteer  corps,  whose  patriotic  ardor  may  court  a 
participation  in  urgent  services ;  for  detachments,  as 
they  may  be  wanted,  of  other  portions  of  4he  mtlHia ; 
and  for  such  «  preparation  of  the  great  body  as  will 
prpportion  its  ua^biess  to  its  intrinsic  oapacitiea.  *  N(« 
can  the  occasion  fidl  to  remind  you  of  the  importance 
of  thoae  military  seminaries  which,  in  every  event,  will 
form  a.  valuable  and  frugal  part  of  our  Military  Eatftb- 
lishment.  .    . 

The  manufacture  of  cannon  and  small  arms  haa  pro- 
ceeded with  due  success ;  and  the  stock  and  resources 
of  ail  the  n^essary  munitions  are  adequate  to  emer-. 
gencim.  It  will  not  be  inexpedient,  however,  for  Con- 
gress to  authorize  an  enlargement  of  them. 


Your  attention  will,  of  course,  be  drawn  to  such  pro- 
visions on  Ae  subject  of  our  naval  focee  as  may  be  re- 
quired for  the  services  to  which  it  may  be  best  adapted. 
I  submit'  to  Congress  the  seasonableness  also  of  ah  au- 
thority to  augment  the  stock  of  such  materials  as  are 
imperishable  in  their  nature,  or  may  not  at  once  be  aW 
tainaUe. 

In  contemplating  the  scenes  which  distinguish  tfaie 
momentous  epoch,  and  estimating'  theircJaims  to  ear 
attention,  it  is  impossible  to  overlook  those  developing 
themselves  among  the  great  communities  which  occu- 
py the  Southern  portion  of  our  hemispheie,  and  extend 
mto  our  neighborhood.  An  enlarged  philant|iro|^, 
and  an  enlightened  forecast,  concur  in  imposing  on  t&b 
national  Councils  an  obligation  to  take  a  deep  iBtci>- 
est  in  their  destinies,  to  cherish  reciprocal  aentiments 
of  good  vnU,  to  regard  the  parogrest  of  events,  and  not 
to  be  unprepared  for  whi^ver  order  of  things  may  be 
ultimately  established. 

Under  another  aspect  of  our  situation,  the  early  at- 
tention of  Congress  will  be  due  to  the  ^cpediency  of 
further  guarda  against  evasions  and  infractions  of  our 
commeicial  laws.  The  practice  of  smuggling,  which 
is  odious  everywhere,  and  particularly  crimincd  in  free 
Govemmenta,  where  the  laws  being  made  Vy  all  fbr 
the  good  of  all,  a  fraud  is  committed  on  every  individ- 
ual as  well  as  on  the  State,  attains  its  utmost  gnih 
when  it  blends,  with  a  pursuit  of  ignominious  gain,  a 
treacherous  subserviency  in  the  transgressors  to  «  in* 
sign  policy,  adverse  to  that  of  their  own  country.  It 
is  then  that  the  virtuous  indignation  of  the  public  should 
be  enabled  to  manifest  itself  through  the  regular  ani- 
madversions of  the  most  competent  laws. 

To  secure  greater  respect  to  oiir  mercantile  flag,  and 
to  the  honest  interests  which  it  covers,  it  is  expedient 
also  that  it  be  made  punishable  in  our  citizens  to  accept 
licenses  from  foreign  Govemmente  for  a  trade  unlaw- 
fully interdicted  by  them  to  other  American  citizens; 
or  to  trade  under  folse  colors  er  paper!  of  any  sort 
•  A  prohibition  is  equally  called  for  igainst  the  ao- 
ceptence,  by  our  citizens,  of  fecial  licenses  to  be  used 
in  a  trade  with  the  United  States ;  and  against  the  ad- 
mission into  particular  porte  of  the  United  States  of 
vtBssels  from  foreign  countries  authorized  to  trade  with 
particular  ports  only. 

Although  other  subjecte  will  press'more  immediately 
on  your  deliberations,  a  portion  of  them  cannot  but  be 
well  bestowed  on  the  just  and  sound  polity  of  securing 
to  our  manufactures  the  success  they  have  attained, 
and  are  still  attaining,  in  some  degree,  under  the  im- 
pulse of  causes  not  permanent ;  and  to  our  navigation 
the  fair  extent  of  which  it  is  at  present  abridged  by  the 
unequal  regulations  of  foreign  Governments. 

Fesides  the  reasonableness  of  saving  our  manufa^ 
turers  from  sacrifices  which  a  change  of  circurastancea 
might  bring  on  them,  the  national  interest  requirea 
that,  with  respect  to  such  articles  at  least  as  belong  to 
our  defence  and  our  primary  wants,  we  should  not  be 
left  in  unnecesary  dependence  on  external  supplies. 
And  whilst  foreign  Governments  adhere  to  the  exist- 
ing discriminations  in  their  ports  against  our  navi- 
gation, and  an  equality  or  lesser  discrimination  is  en- 
joyed by  their  navigation  in  out  ports,  the  efiect  can- 
not be  mistaken,  because  it  has  been  seriously  felt 
by  our  shipping  interests;  and  in  proportion  as  this 
takes  place,  the  advanteges  of  an  independent  convey- 
ance of  our  producte  to 'foreign  markets,  and  of  a  grow- 
ing body  of  mariners,  trained  by  their  occupation  for 
the  service  of  their  [country  in  times  of  danger,  must 
be  diminished. 
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Tli»  WMipIs  iifto  the  Tnuxitjjr  dtuing  dM  jmt  «nd- 
4ng  on  Hm  ikirtMi  of  SepOuaWr  Itrt,  bsre  oxoeeded 
4iiittooit  miUioiifl  and  a  httf  of  4oIkn,.«nd  lunre  en- 
^Med  M  to  dafroy  tfao  eturmit  oxpetties,  inehidiiig 
-^bolnlavMt  on  the  pdWc  debt,  and  to  reinbttne  more 
4han  ftvo  raillione  <if  diQllam  of  ^lo  priBetpal,  wtlhont 
recurring  to  the  loan  authorized  by  the  adt  of  tiM  last 
•aaaion.  TIm  temporary  loan'  obtained  in  tho  latter 
wod  of  the  year  one  thoaaand  eight  hnndved  ood  tenv 
Ima  oiao^oen  leimbanody  and  i$  not  inolndod  in  that 

•BMHint. 

Thedeereaso  of  rev<enne  ariaing  from  tko  aitnation' 
,^  our  oommerce  and  thooxtraopdinary  exponaeO'whieli 
-fbove  and  may  become  neoeaaaiy,  moat  be  taken  into 
^ioir,  in  making  commensnvate  proviaioni  for  the  o»- 
aning  yeai.  And  I  repoAmend  to  -yonr  considemtion 
Jthe  propiiely  of  inaaring  ajnifficienqr  of  annual  reve- 
Hfue,  at  least  to  ^leftay  the  "ordinary  expenaea  of  Oqr- 
emment,  «hd  to  pay  the  intereat  on  the  public  debt, 
Inchiding  that  on' now  loans  whidt  may  be  authorized. 

I  cannot  doae  this  commualoatbn  without  expreso- 
ing  my  dieep  aenae-of  the  .criais  in  whisk  you^aro  as^ 
«amUed)  my  oonfidenoe  in  a  Wiaf  and  honorable  result 
to  your  deliberations,  and  aasnrances  of  the  fiothful 
«Bal  wilii  which  my  co-operating  duties  will  be  4is- 
^ai%ed ;  invoking,  at  the  same  time,  the  blessing  of 
fieaTen  on  our  bsJoTOd  country,  and  on  all  the  means 
Ahat  may  be'eaajiki^^d'  in  irindioatng  its  rights  and  ad- 
«aneing  ita  welmio. 

JAMBS  MAIH80N. 

WAmaunun,  Navember  6,  i611. 

The  Message  and  part  of  the  doctYraents  therein 
^eferi^d  to  were  reaa,  and  tbfee  hand  red  copies  of 
-the  Message  and  of  the  docmpents,  so  far  as  ihey 
Irave  been  read,  ord^e4  tp  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate.  ' 

14    / 


Wednesday.  Noretaber  6, 
JiMia  LloyDj  from  ttie  Stale  of  Massaebuseiti, 

took  his  sea?  in  the  Senate. 

The  Seoaie  proceeded  i  u  ret  J  i  Dg  l  h  e  doc  am  puts 

refefred  to  iti  Lhe  Message  af  the  President  of  the 

United  States  of  yesterdajf.     And.  after  progress^ 

IbdJDl^rjied. 

Tburbdat,  NoYember  7. 

The  Senate  proceeded  id  readinjr  the  documents 
referred  to  in  t,he  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  5ih  instant;  and  ordered 
that  nine  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Message 
and  docoments,  in  additipa  to  the  three  hundred 
already,  ordered,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  making  in  the  whole  one  thousand  two 
iiiindred  and  fifty  copies^ 

The  fottbwing  motions  wero  submitted  by  Mr. 
Gii«B8  for  consideration : 

Reaofoedi  That  so  mtich  of  the  Message  of  tfile  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  concerns  the  relations  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France  and  Great  Britain, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  with  instnicdons  to  examine  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  committee 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise. 

Resolved^  That  so  much  6i  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  encounter 
l>etweon  an  American  ftigate  and  a  British  ship  of 


war,  wkb  <be  aoooqip;uiyiBg4oenBioiitai  be  ntorad  *<>« 
oeloot  oommiltoa*  with  instmotieAs  to  oxanine  the 
same  4md  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

MiBQih^d,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Preei- 
dent  of  the  United  States  «i  relates  to  the  evaaiona 
and  iafiractions  of  the  commercial  laws  thereof,  be  re- 
ferred to-*  select  oommitteo,  with  instmotioas  to  ex- 
amine into  the  aubjectand  report  thereon  to  the  Senate, 
o;ad  that  the  conHnUteo  hwre  leave  to  report  by  bill, 
biUs,  or  otherwise. 

R€toked,  That  so  mn^  of  the  Message  of  the  Preai- 
deat  of  the  United  Stales  its  relates  to  the  znann&e- 
tares  jMiereof,  be  reiened  to  a  select  committee,  with 
in^twctions  tO'  examine,  into  that  subject,  and  report 
thereon  to  the  jBepata,  and  that  the  OomaMttee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bilU  hiUi,  or  otherwise. 

FRIDAY;  November  8. 

On  motion.'by  Mr.  Snitb,  of  Marylaii^i 

Eemdved,  That  Mpuntjoy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper 
and  Sergeant  at<*Arnis  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he  is . 
hereby,  aatborized  to  employ  one  assistaat  and 
two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  euoh 
^errices  as  are  usually  required  by  the  Door- 
keeperito  the  Senate,  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty- 
eight  doHare  be  allowed  him  weekly  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  comnftence  with,  and  remain  during  the 
session  and  Tor  twenty  days  after. 

Mr.  Lbib  gate  notice  that  on  Monday  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  m  a  bill  to  authorize  Che  tnuis- 
portation  of  certain  documents  free  of  postage. 

Mr.  Vabnum  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Me$6hfedf  Tha(  two  Chaplains,  of  diffeaeat  deaomi- 
nations,  be  lyp^pointed  to  filoagress  during  the  present 
aeesionv  one  by  each  House,  wh^  shall  inlefchanse 
weekly. 

Mr.  WoKTRiwoToif  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Risohedf  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sutes  as  relates  to  Indian  afiairs, 
be  referred  to  a  eelect  committee,  with  instructions  to 
examine  into  that  subjeet,  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate,  and  that  .the  committee  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill,  bills,  or  o^erwise. 

The  PRE&riDEifT  co/nmunieated  a  resolution  of 
the  Republidan  C(^esponding  Society,  met  at 
Broolrville,  in  the  lodiapa  Territory,  enjoining 
it  on  their  Delegate  in  Concres^  to  use  his  ex- 
ertions in  favor  of  a  Uw  authorizing  the  people 
of  that  Territory  to  elect  their  sherw  and  magis- 
trates once  in  two  years;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  that  oa 
Monday  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
making  further  provision  for  the  Corps  ef  Engi- 
neers. 

V  The  Senate  resumed  the  cousideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  yesterday,  **  that  so  much  of 
'  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stated 
f  as  jMmoerns  the  relations  between  the  United 

*  Suites  Und  Franee  and  Great  Britain,  with  the 
<  ai?companying  docoments,  be  referred  to  a  select 

*  c0mnHtte^.  with  instructions  to  examine  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  bv  bill,  bills,  or  other- 
wise;" andj  having  agreed,  thereto,    Messrs. 
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GfLcs,  Cbawpoad,  GtBoe,  Fbakklin,.  Lloyd, 
Ba^Bi^T,  aad  Pofe,  were  appoiited  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  following  Mfsai^e  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidsnt  or  THE  United  States: 
Totke  SemoU  </Me  Vmied  States.' 

I  DOW  Isy  befere  Congfesf  two  letten  to  Uwb  Depari* 
meat  of  8tal«,  one  from  the  yiewrd  Plenipotentiary  of 
Franee*  the  other  from  hia  pjFedecesaoi^  which  were 
not  iacliided  among  the  documents  aecompanying  my 
MoMoge  of  the  6th  instant*  liie  translation  of  them  b^ 
ing  not  then  completed. 

'JAME81  MADISON. 

NoTiwBim7,1811. 

The  Message  and -letters  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  twelve  huadried  and  fifty  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  q^e  ojf  the 
Senate,  and  annexed  to  the  doeaioents  with  the 
Message  of  the  5th  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  donsideratipn  of  the 
mocioo  sabraitted  yesterday,  "  that  so  much  of  the 
*  Bfessage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
'  as  relates  to  the  evasions  and  infractions  of  the 
'  conimercial  laws  thereof,  be  referred  to  a  select 
'committee,  with  instructions  to  examine  iqto 
'  the  subject  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate, 
'  and  that  the  ^ommit^e  have  leave  \o  report  by 
'bill,  bills,  or  otherwise;"  and  having  agreed 
theieto,  Messrs^  Smith  of  Maryland,  Taylor, 
GiLM AH,  (xQomucB,  and  Amb&bbcui,  were  ap* 
poiBlfld  ibe  eommittae. 

Ob  motion  by  Mr.  Akbsrsoh,  the  eon^idera- 
ation  of  the  other  resolutions  submitted  yesterday 
was  postponed  till  Monday. 

MofiBi^T,  November  11. 

Jambs  Tijbicbr,  appointed  «  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gulature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  the 
lerm  of  six  years,  commeneing  on  the  4th  day  of 
ftiireb'last,  prodoced  bis  credtfMials }  vrhieh  were 
read,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  admin- 
istered to  him,  and  he  took  his  seat  i&the  Senate. 

Mr.  Lbib  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  briog  in 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  transportation  of  eertain 
documeata  free  of  postage ;  and  thp  bill  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  ordeved  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
notion  of  the  7th  instant,  -^^that  so  much  of  the 
<  Biessage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
'  as  relates  to  the  tnanofactures  thereof,  be  fefigrred 
'  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  exam- 
'  ine  ibto  that  subject,  and  report! hereon  to. the 
'  Seaate ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 
'  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise."  And  haf  ing' 
agreed  to  the  motion,  Messrs.  Vabnum,  Wortb- 
IBOTON,  Bradley,  Condit,  and  Dana,  werd  ap* 
pointed  the  eommtttee. 

The  consideration  of  the  other  resolution,  aub- 
Biitted  the  7th  instant,  was  further  pOMpoB«d. 

The  Besate  resumed  th6  4:pBsideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  8th  instant,  '^  that  so  mech 
*  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
'  States  as  relates  to  Indian  aflbirs  be  rdferved  to 
^asHeet  committee,  with  in&tnKtions  to  exam- 


ine into  that  subject,  and  report  thereon  to  the 
'  Senate  f  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 
*  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise."' '  And  having 
agreed  tbereta  Mes^irs.  WoBTpiii«roN,  Pofb, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  CBAWFOBUt^  and  Grsoo, 
Were  appointed  the  commii;iee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  8th 
instant,  for  the  appointment  of  Chaplahas,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Bradley  presented  the  petition  of  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  Washington  Canal  Company^  pray- 
ing to  be  empowered  by  law  to  raise  the  $um  of 
$52,500,  by  sm^U  annual  lotteries,  aa  authorized 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, of  November^  1795.  to  enable  them  to  com- 
plete the  canal,  and  to  drain  the  ground  through 
which  it  runs;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  and  peti- 
tion of  J.  and  E.  Phillips  and  others,  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  resident  in  Boston.,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Massachusetts,  importers  of  .iroaand  other 
hardware  from  England,  praj^ing  that  provision 
may  be  made  by  law  for  the  importation  of  &uch 
goods.  Wares,  and  merchandise,  as  were  by  them 
bona  fide  purchased  on  or  before  the  ^i  day  of 
February  last,  in  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain ; 
or  such  other  relief  as  the  wisdom  and  justloe  of 
Congress  may  devise.  And  the  petition  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tuesday,  November  12,  ^ 
.  AcBXANDER  Cam^bbll,  from  thie  ^tate af  Ohio, 
took  hia  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GiLps  presented  the  petitioo  of  Lark  in 
Smith,  ooliectof  of  tht^  district  of  Nurfolk  and 
PortsqiiQuth,  in  Yirginia.  praving-  adtjicionat  ccvii- 
pel|8ationj  fc^  reasons  &Utod  ai  Urg-e  m  bis  peti- 
tion J  Which  ^as  readj  and  referred  to  u  select 
ooiptmttee,  lOeonsider  and  repon  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise.  Messrs.  Giles.  Smith  of  MaryUndj 
and  Bradley,  were  sCppointed  the  conatnittee, 

A  message  from-the  Hou^e  of  Repn^seautives 
inforcoed  the  Senate  ih^t  the  Hou^e  have  pa»M!d 
a  bill,  entitled.  *^  Ati  act  to  authorize  the  transport- 
ation of  certain  documents  free  of  postage;"  in 
which  they  desire  the  eoocurrence  ot  the  Senate. 
TheVvCOQcur  in  the  reseltttion  of  the  Senate,  ot 
the  lUh  instutt,  for  the  appointment  of  Chap* 
latns. 

The  bill  brought  tip  for  coDcurrence  was  twice 
rea<i,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  ordered  to  the 
tbirc^  reading. 

Mr.  SftfiTH,  of  Maryland,  asked  and  obtained 
leav«  to  briag  in  a  bill  making  further  provision 
for  the  Corps  of  Bngideers.  The  bill  was  read ; 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

On  moirion  by  Mr.  Bradley,  the  petition  of  the 
President  and  Directoriof  the  Washington  Canal 
Company,  presented  yesterday,  was  referred  to  a 
seieel  committee,  to  cbosider  and  leport  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise.  Messrs.  Bbadle.y,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  and  Gaillarb,  were  appointed  the 
4sammiitee.. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  petition  of  J*  and 
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£.  Phillif»  mud  otbersf  presented  yetterdtf,  was 
referred  to  a  select  cominitteQ^  to  constdvr  and 
reportHbereoD.by.biil  or  otb^rwfsef  and  Messrs. 
Lloto,  BRiu>LE:T,  and  Frank LUf,  were  appointed 
the  committee^ 


WfiDHBSDAir,  Novetpber  13.  • 

The  PREsroBNT  communicated  the  memorial 
of  Mattheiv  Lyon,  stating  that  he  was  fined  and 
imprisoned  under  the  law  couimonly  called  the 
sedition  act,  and  praying  remission  of  the  fine, for 
reasons  stated  at  large  in  his  mei^orial ;  which 
was  read. 

The  bill  m&kin<2:  Airther  provision  for  the  Cocps 
of  Engineers  was  read.th^  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  cotmmitiee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs  Smith  of  Maryland,  An- 
derson, Bradley,  Crawford,  and  Qerman,  were 
appointed  the  committee.     . 

Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  that  to-mprrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bi]l  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Minifie. 

The  bill  from  the  House. of  Representatives, 
entitled-  ^^  An  act  to  authorize  the  transportation 
of  certain  documents  free  of  postage/'  was  read 
the  third  titiQe,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bradli:?^  tbe  biUpriginatrng 
in  the  Senate  to  aurhdrizeibe.traDspor^^tioniof 
certain  docun^nts  free  of  postage,  was  postponed 
to  the  fiEst  Monday  in  December  next. 

The  Senate  proceededto  the  election  of  a  Chap- 
lain to  Congress  oir  their  part,  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  of  the  two  Houses ;  and,  on  counting 
the  ballots,  ituppeared  that  the  Rev.  John  Breck- 
ENaiDQE  had  a  majority,  and  was  accprdiogly 
elected. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

JResoUed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  tiiis  House,  infor- 
mation whether  tobacco  ef  the  growth  of^the  United 
States  maybe  purcbssed by  the  re^ie  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  consumption  of  France  ;  if  not,  in  what  propor- 
tion may  such  tobacco^  be  purchased  hy  the  regi^ ;  whe- 
ther the  supplies  of  tobacco  imported  into  France  fand 
which  may  be  transported  thirough  France  into  Ger- 
many and  other  European  States)  is  subjected  to  a 
transit  duty ;  if  so,  what  is  the  amount  of  such.  duty. 
And,  also,  to  cause  te  be  laid  before  this  House  a  tarm 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  France  on  such  of  the  preduce 
and  manufactures  of  the  United  Btates  the  entry  of 
which  is  permitted,  and  particularly  of  tobacco^  oOMon, 
fish  oil,  and  dried  fish,  and  stating  (if  any)  the  differ^ 
ence  of  duty  charged  on  such  goods  imported  from  the 
United  States,  and  similar  articles  when  introduced 
into  France  from  other  States,  either  over  land  or 
otherwise* 

Mr.  WoKTHiNOTON  submitted  the  fbllov^ing 
motion  for  considerarion : 

Bteohedj  That  a  committee,  be  -appointed  to  inquire 
if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  provtsiod  or  alterattons 
are  neceasaiy  for  tbe  dispositioa  of  tbe  pubKc  lands  of 
the  United  SutM,'  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report 
by  IhU  or  otherwise.  ^ 


Tbvrsdat,  NoVeoiber  14. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, by  Mr.  .Smith,  of  Maryland ;  and,  on  motion 
by  MV.  Lloyd,  it  was  Agreed  that  the  Hirther  coa- 
sideration  theteof  be  postponed  until  to-moriow*. 

The  Senate  resumed  ihe  motion  made  yesterday, 
by  Mr.  Wortbinoton;  and, 

Reeolvtdy  Tbat  a  eommirtee  b(s  appointed  td 
in<)uire  if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  prorisioos 
or  alterations  are  necessary  for  the  disposition  of 
the  public  lands  of  the  united  States,  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Wothinoton,  Franklin,  Qbeog, 
QooDRiCH;  and  BradlbV}  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Bradley  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Minifie;  and  the 
bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  Ukited  States  : 

To  the  SenaU  and  House  qf        > 

Representaiivtsof  the  United  States^' 

I  communicate  to  Congress  copies  of  a  correspon- 
dence between  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  relative  to  the  aggressions  committed  by  a  Brit- 
ish ship  of  war  on  the  United  States  frigate  Chesa- 
peake, bywhidh  it  will  be  seen  that  that  subject  of  dif- 
rorence  between  the  two  countries  is  terminated  by  an 
oJBertif  reparattea,  whieh  has  been  acceded  to. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

WAsanreTov,  Hho*  1%  l8lt; 

The  Message  and  papers  thereif^  referred  to 
were  ,read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  Messasre  was  also  received  from 
the  President  of  tbv  Unitbo  States: 
To'theSmiaieandHmiieof 

JUpreteniaiivea  of  the  United  Staim  .* 

I  lay  befose  CoQgres  the  result  of  the  census  lately 
taken  of  the  inhabitants  of  tha  United  Sutes,  with  k 
latter  iJDOtn  the  Secretary  of  State  lelative  thereto. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

NovsKBaa  13,  1811. 

The  Messaiifeand  documents  therein  referred  to 
were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Friday,  November  15. 

A  mesaage  from  the  Honre  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  appoint- 
ed the  ReVeread  Mr.  Snbthbn  Chaplain  to  Con- 
gress for  the  present  session,  on  their  part.  I 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Miniiie  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  on 
balloting,  Messrs.  OfLEO^  Bradlbt,  and  Goo»' 
nicfl,  were  eleoted* 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bradlet,  hefwas  exctise<( 
OS  was  also  Mr.  GRSoe,  standitig  tire  next  highest 
on  the  bailot;  and  it  was  agreed  that  Me«» 
QiLsa,  Qoodricb,,  and  Franklin,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  18th 
instaat,  by  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland  ;  and^oa  no** 
tioB,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was  agreed  that  the  far- 
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Iber  cpntidemtioD  tlDweof  be  poBtpoaed  to  Mon- 
day next 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice,  that  on 
Moadftf  next  he  afaoaki  ask  leave  to  briap;  in  a 
bill  to  authorize  the  sarveying  and  marking  of 
cenata  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  contdmpla- 
4ed  bf  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  MichigaiK 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  XjCIb,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  was  directed  to  procure,  from  tbe  Depart- 
ment of  State,  a  proportionate  number  of  tbe 
printed  copiea  of  the  third  census  for  the  use  of 
the  members,  wbich  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Btfltes  announc^  as.b^rng  in  that 
Dapartment.  subject  to  the  order  of  Congress. 


Monday,  November  18. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,*  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying 
and  marking  of  certain  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 
as  contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in 
tbe  Territory  of  Michigan  ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resnraed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  13th  instant,  by  Mr.  Smito,  of 
Bdarylaod ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyo,  tbe 
original  motion  was  amended  and  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

Retoh^  That  the  President  of  the  United  StOes 
be  requeued  to  canse  to  be  laid  befi)re  this  House,  In- 
iMaaation  whether  tobacco  of  the  growth  of  the  United 
States  may  be  purchased  by  Uie  AdmtniMration  en' 
regie  to  tbe  full  extent  jof  the  consumption  of  France  ; 
if  not,  in  what  proportion  may  such  tobacco  be  pur- 
diased  by  the  Administratien  en  regie ;  whether  the 
aavphis  c^  tobaceo  imported-  into  France- ([and  which 
mmj  be  transported  throngb  France  and  Germany  and 
ether  Biiropean  States)  is  sul^cted  to  a  transit  duty  % 
if  so,  what  IS  the  amount  of  such  duty :  And  whether 
Ae  surplus  above  mentioned  ^nay  be  exposted  by  sea 
to  any  country  in  amity  with  France.  And  also,  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a  tariff  of  the  duttes 
imposed  by  France  on  such  of  the  produce  and  manu- 
£u^res  of  the  United  States,  the  entry  of  which  is 
permitted,  and  particularly  of  tobacco,  cotton,  fish  oil, 
and  4)ried  fish,  and  stating  (if  any)  ike  difference  of 
duty  charged  on  such  goods  imported  from  the  United 
Stales  and  simjiar  articles  when  introduced  into  France 
'from  oflier  States,  either  over  land  or  otherwise. 

A  mess^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'Ad  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
one  of  the  terms  of  the  district  court  in. the  Dis^ 
trict  of  Maine  ;'^  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  add  passed  to  the  secdnd  reading. 


TuESOAY,  November  19. 
The  bill  to  authorize  the  snrveyiog  and  mark- 
lag  of  certain  roads  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  kt  eon* 
tempiated  b^  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  vthe 
Territory  of  Michigan,  was  read  tbe  second  time 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  toeonskler  and 
report  thereon,  and  Messrs.  CAHPnaLL,  of  Ohio, 


WosTHiNQTON,  and  Bibb,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  btti,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time  of 
holding  one  of  the  terms  of  (he  district  court  in 
tbe  District  of  Maine,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Wednesday,  November  20. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  tbe  memo- 
rial of  the  representatives  of  the  Religious  Society 
of  Friends  of  the  yearly  meeting  held  in  Balti- 
more, stating  that  a  traffic  has  been  carried  on  in 
negroes  and  people  of  color,  in  which  those  of 
the  latter  description,  Entitled  to  freedom,  are  fre- 
quent! v  deprfved  thereof,  and  praying  for  a  revi- 
■^sion  or  the  law  in  relation  to  this  subject;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
Taylor,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  messacfe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  lor  the  relief  of  Abraham 
Whipple,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- , 
ted  Slates  f  also,  a  bill  entitle^  "An  act  extend- 
ing the  time  for  opening  the  several  Land  Offices 
established  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans ;"  in  which 
bills  they  desire  tlie  concurrence  of  the  Benate. 

The  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  sedOnd  reading. 

Tbe  bill  tentiiled  "An  act  to  aher  the  time  of 
holding  one  of  the-  terms-of  the  district' court  in 
the  District  of  Maine  $"  was  read  th^  third  time 
and -passed.  • 


'Thursday,  November  21.    . 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  extending  the  time 
for  opening  the  several  Xjaod  Offices  established 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,''  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  lo  coiir 
sider  and  report,  thereon,  and  Messrs.  Campbbll, 
of  OhtOj  Franklin,  and  Cottb,  were  appointed 
the^u>mmittee.     ' 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Abraham  Whipple,  late  a  Captain  in  ihe  Navy  of 
the-United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Bradley.  FrankuK, 
and  Qqx)J>rich,  were  appointed  th^  committee. 


Friday,  November  22. 

Joif  ATRAN  Robinson,  from  tbe  State  of  Ver* 
mont,  took  h^  seat  in  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Campbeli«,  of  Ohio,  from  \\ih  committee  to 
whom  Was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sur- 
veying aod  marking  of  certaj^  roads  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  Browns- 
town, in  ^he  Territory  of  Michigan,  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment,  aod  the  bill  was  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no 
amendments  having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Tait  pressented  the  ]>etition  of  Thomas 
0'fiannoD|a  citizen  of  Madison  county,  in  the 
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Mississippi  Territory,  stating  that  he  hadeotered 
at  the  Land  Office  for  said  county  a  quarter  sec- 
tion of  land  and  paid  the  first  instalment^  and 
obtained  a  certificate,  but  that  he  had  since  dis- 
covered that  the  boundaries  were  erroneously 
marked  by  the  surveyor,  and  praying  relief;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise.  Messrs.  Tait,  Reed,  and  Campbeli^ 
of  Ohio,  were  appointed  the  Committee. 

Monday,  November  25. 

William  Hunter,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations,  in  place  of  Christopher 
Qrant  Champlin,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Howard,  Fitch,  and  Lloyd,  native  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States,  and  merchants  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  stating,  that,  in  consequence 
of  an  agreement  concluded  on  the  22d  October, 
1808,  they  have  at  this  time  a  large  quantity  of 
furs  lyin^  in  Montreal,  for  which  they  have  ac- 
tually paid,  but  are  prevented,  by  the  existins:  non- 
importation act,  from  introducing  into  the  United 
States,  and  praying  relief;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  I^loyd,  Bradley, 
and  Franklin,  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  12th  instant,  the  memorial  of  J«  and 
B.  Phillips  and  others,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Gii^AN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  marking  of 
certain  roads  in  the  State  oi  Ohio,  as  contempla- 
ted by  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  correctly  ensrrossed ;  and  the  bill 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  filled. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  p^ss,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  ''An  act  to  authorize  tlie  surveying  and 
marking  of  certain  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as 
contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Houac  have  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
00  their  part,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  have 
the  direction  of  the  money  appropriated  to  pur- 
chase books  for  the  use  of  the  Litrary  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," which,  together  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Tuesday,  November  26. 

Mr.  Giles  presented  the  memorial  of  Robert 

R.  Livingston  and  Robert  Fultoo,  praying  for  a 

further  extension  of  their  patents  granted  for 

«aMmboau,  for  reaaoos  ^reta  stated  at  laige ; 


and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Giles,  Brad- 
ley, and  Crawford,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Leib  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making  a  further  ap- 
propriation for  the- support  of  a  library. 

Mr.  Lloyd  stated  that  one  of  the  signertf  of 
the  memorial  of  Howard,  Fitch,  and  Lloyd,  is  a 
distant  relation,  and  on  his  suggestion,  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  the  memorial  was  yesterday  re- 
ferred was  excused ;  and  it  was  referred  to  Messrs. 
Goodrich,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Bradley,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Bradley  called  up  the  petition  of  Moses 
Austin  and  John  R.  Jones,  presented  on  the  21st 
January  last,  praying  an  incorporation  of  them- 
selves and  such  ocher  persons  as  shall  hereafter 
subscribe  to  an  institution  for  the  purpose  of  min- 
ing and  smelting  of  lead ;  and  the  petition  was 
read  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Bradley,  Cctts,  and  Gregg,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  apportionment  of 
Representatives  among  the  several  States,  ac- 
cording to  the  third  enumeration ;"  in  which  bill 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,. and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Wednesday,  November  27. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  coiamiilee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'Aa  act  ex- 
tending the  time  for  opening  the  several  land  offi- 
ces established  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,''  re- 
ported the  bill  amended ;  and  the  amendment  was 
read  and  agreed  to,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  apportion- 
ment of  Representatives  among  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  third  census,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next. 

Pursuant  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Leib  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making  a  further 
appropriation  for  the  support  of  a  library ;  and 
the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entilled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Abraham  Whipple,  late  a  Captain  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States."  reportea  it  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Thursday,  November  28. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  making  further 
provisioo  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

The  bill  makiag  a  further  ippropriation  for  the 
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mpport  df  a  H^i^  urns  nsd  a  Mcoad  ttme;  and 
oroered  to  be  tngrossed-aad  read  a  third  time. 

A  memige  fWmi  tfte  House  6(  Representatives 
infbrmed  the  Seoate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  hQI,  entiUed  <^Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  Joiiah  H. 
"Webb  f^  in  which  they  desire  the  concorreDCe  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentiooed  wa>  reed,  aod  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendmeDt  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'Aiy,act  extena- 
lag  the  time  for  opening  the  several'  land  offices 
established  in  the  Tenftory  of  Orleans,^'  col-rectly 
engroewed ;  and  the  bill  Iras  read  the  third  time 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the.  committee  appointed  fo 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  (^Bannon,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading, 

Jaji£8  a.  BAyAAD,  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate.   . 


Fbidat,  November  39. 

Tlia  oa^  prescribed  by  law  was  admnvtteted 
to  Mr,  Batabs^  hia  credciitials  having  been  read 
'  and  filed  daritag  the  bet  seasitnk 

Bilr.  GfUiaii^  from  the  cdmmitiae,  reported  the 
bill  making  a  farther  appropriation  for  the  sop* 
poet  of  a  limary,  oOmctly  engroesed  ;  and  the  bill 
was  r^  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  (VBannon 
wa5  read  the  secood  time. 
•  The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
siah  H.  Webb,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  PafieiBBMT  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re^ 
aart  of  the  OtJiiieiaiy  for  the  Departoient  of  the 
Twasary,  prepared  ia  obedience,  to  the  ^ireottoas 
of  the  aet,  entitled  *^Aa  Act  regolatinff  tht^eor<^  ^ 
lency  of  foreign*  ooine  in  the  Uahed  States,'^ 
paaaed  Aprii  m  188^;  and  the  report  ania  read 
and  ordered  to  he  oa  thrtabfo. 

The  Senate  reaoaied,  aa  in  Coouaioee  of  the 
Whole,  tba  bill,  eatided  ""An  aet  for  tbe^relief  of 
Abraham  Whm4e,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy 
of  the  Uaited  States  f'^  and  the  bill  waa  ordered 
tothethlrdmidiifl: 

On  matiaa,  by  Mr.  Chnm as,  it  was  ajfpvod,  that 
te  hiU  BMkiag  a  ftirther  proviaiaii  Aiv  the  Ootps 
of  Ragiaaera,  he  made  the  order  of  the  day  for- 
TiKsday  next*    , 

MoNOAT,  December  2. 
Mr.  LsiB  nreseated  the  petilien  ot,  ThomaaP^ 
Wharton,  ot  the  city-of  Philadelphia,  auting  tl^t 
he  ia  the  owner  ^  of.  the  schooner  Elapafanza,,  a 
Spanish  bnilt  vessel,  purchased  at  Sierra  Leone 
iathe  year  1810,  by  Samuel  Richardet.  master 
of  the  schooner  Ariadne,  to  bring  home  the  caago 
of  the  schooner  last  mentioned,  she  having  bm 
condemned  as  not  seawortbv ;  and  that  at  the  time 
of  the  purchase  of  the  Ssparanza,  he.  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  ac$,  entitled  '*Anact.to  prevent, 
the  isaoing  of  sea-letters,  exceptto  pertain  vessels," 
aad  praying-  relief:  apd  ihe  petition  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  Tie  on  the  table. 


Mr.  CtfTTs  presented  the  petition  of  Thomaa 
Brown,  a  citizen  of  Portsmoatb,  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, stating  that  the  ship  General  EUiton,  of 
which  he  was  owner,  sailea  from  London  on  the 
2l^th  November,  1810,  and  from  the  Downs  on 
the  4th  December  following,  bound  to  Charles- 
ton, in  South  Carolina,  in  ballast;  and  that,  on 
the  6th  of  December,  the  said  ship  was  captured 
by  two  Pretich  privateers  and  carried  to  Calais 
and  there  detained ;  and  praying  the  interposition 
of  thie  Legislature,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Department  of  State,  to  consider  and 
re^rt  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RBto  submitted  the  fbllpwing  motion  for 
consideration;  •  . 

Remihedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in^pwe 
whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  are  neoesiary  ta 
the  roles  and  artictos  for  the  better  goTernment  of  tha 
troops  raised  or  to  be  railed  by  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  committee  have  leave  to  nsfMiC  \fj  bUI,  bills,  or 
otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  CoraiAittee  of  the* 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An,aet  fiar  the  apportion- 
naentoif  R«pieaeoitativea  among  the  several  Statea 
aeeordiag.to  the  third  enumeration.'' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  'Batabd,  to  sti;ike  oat  of 
line  five  thdP  words  ^thirty-aevea,"  it  was  deters 
mined  in  the  afllraMtive— yeaa  18,  naya  18,  iaa 
follows:  • 

Y»ABi  Mawis  Bayard,  Bradley,  CraWAvd,  Onm^ 
Dana,  Gennan,  Oilman,  Ooodri<^,  Gregg,  Horasy* 
Hewell,  H^Mter,  Leilv  lioyd,  BohlaMa,  Staiith  of 
New  YoiIl,  Taiti  aad  VarmiBi. 

NATs-^Mesarsi  Anderaon,  Bibb,  Brent^  tSannbell 
of  Ohiot  CampbeU  el  Tenneaaee,  Condit,  Fraatkla^ 
GaiUard,  Giles,  Lambert,  Pope,  Re^,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  hf  Mr.  TXtlor,  to  fill  the  blank 
wtdi  <4brty,"  it  waa  deteilBiiiied  in  the  negative--*- 
yeaa  13,  naya  1^1,  aa  fiallowa: 

YaaI— Me«en.  Andanen,-  Blbb>  Oa»fi^U  ef  Tea* 
aasaee,  Condit,  Ffenklin,  Qeittard,  Gitaaaa,  Gregg, 
Lambert/  Leih,  Pepe,  Taylor,  and  Tuhiar. 

NAva.  MaaMai.  Bagpar^  Bradley,  Brant,  Ca«MI 
of  OMe,  Omwibed,  Gatt%  I>aaa,GeiiiBUI,  GUea,GiMdU 
rioh,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Robinsaa, 
Smith  ef  MatyUnd^  Baath  of  Nair  Tbik,  Tai^  Yar- 
nam,and  Worthiagtbn. 

On  BBOtiea,  by  Mr«  Bar aan,  to  iaaert  the  worda 
'^  thirty 41ire,''  in  lieu  of  the  werde  stricken  oo«,  ie 
waa  detenailied  in  the.  nflfative-ryeaa  23,^  aaya 
12,  aa  folio wa: 

YsAs— Massiat  S^jai^  Bra^ay,  Brent,  CrawIM^ 
Cotts,  Daa%GennaB,  Gilea,  Gilman,  Gooddch,  Gsagg, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Bobinaen. 
Smith  of  Maiylaad^  Spith  of  New  York»  Tait,  and 
Vamumr 

*  Nats— Mesara.  Andenon,  Bibb,  CampbeH  of  Ohio^ 
CampbeU  of  Tannewc^  Condit,'  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Lambert,  l^dpe,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

And  the  bill  hatingbeen amended  on.theforo- 

foing  prineiplea,  the  Freaident  reported  it  to  the 
louae  accordingly;  and  the  bill  waa  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 
Tike  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  tike  bill,  eotiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Josiah  H.  Webo;"  and  it  waa  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cominitleis  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  O'Ban- 
non;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time,  , 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Abraham  Whim)le,  h^e  a  Captain  in  the  Nav^ 
of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  the  committee^  reported  the 
at^eodments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An>ct  for  the 
apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the  sevr 
eral  States,  ficcording  to  the  third  enumeratioa,'' 
correctly  engrossed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  S^baniclin,  that  tlie.bill  be 
now  read  the  third  time,  it  was  objected  to,  by 
Mr.  Anderson,  as  against  the  rule. 

^    TVB0OAT,  December  S. 

The'Senate  resumed  the  motion  Submitted  y^s? 
terday,  by  Mr.  Reed;  a^d, 

Orderedj  Tbart  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
ioqaite  whether  any,  aad  what,  aherations  are 
necessary  in  the  ralet  and  articles  for  the  better 

Soveroment  of  the  troops  raised  or  ta  be  raised 
y  the  United  States;  and  that  the  comiQittee 
'  ka[ve  leave  to  report  by  bitl,  bilk  or*othei^se. 

Messrs.  Reed,  Anderson,  Varndm,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  and  BaaDLST)  wereappunlcd  Ibe-oom- 
mittee.  - 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fbrtherelief  of  JoMfiH 
H.  Webb,"  was  read  the  third  time,  apd  passed. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  comtnittee,  reported  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  O'BfldinoA  correctly 
engnr^^sed;  aifO  the  bill  was  read  the  third  tlmef, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  oicitled  ^An  act  for  the  apportion- 
nept  of  fttpresentatiTee  among  the  seTeraf  States, 
according  to  the  third  enumeration,''  was  read 
the  third  time  at  auendedy  aQdj>a^aad. 

The  Sfenate  resumed,  as  in  Crommfttaft  of  tba 
Whole,  the  bill  makiiq^  fqftber  firo^on  £br4lie 
Qorpa  6t  Engineers;  and  tb«  -bill  bating  been 
amended,  the  PreeidMt  f^port^  it  to^thc  House 
•ecordingly. 

On  inotion,  by  Mr.  GhiKliAN,  to  strike  oQt,*from 
section  9,  Ijnes  4  and  5|  the  following  words:  ** at 
aneh  plaee  aa  aball  be  dheaignated  by  tw  Ppasident 
oftbeUpiteid  States,"  ii  was  determined  in  the 
affirmatire-^jeas  16,  nays  11,  as  followt : 

TxAk— Meisn.  Campbell  of  Ohio, '  Condit,  Cntis, 
Oerafai^,  ^iDman,  Geodiidi,  HoweQ,  H^ntat,  Lambirt,' 
Lflib,-  Llayd,  B^^y  Robinson^  Smith  of  Maryland; 
Smith  of  New  Tork,  ahd  Tanrom.  ' 

Ff  ATS — Messrs;  Anderson,  Bibb^  Bradley,  Oamptol! 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  FrankUn^  GaUlard»  Tait, 
Taylor,  Timier,  and  Worthingty* 
'  And  further  amendments  navlag  bean  ae^eed 
to,  the.  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  ijouse  of  RepresentatiTe^ 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  HoQse  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  <*  An  act  allowing  further  time  for 


completing  the  p^ymenta  on  certain  lands,  held 
by  right  of  pre-emntiooi  in  thfi  Mississippi  Tef  ri- 
tory ;"  in  wnich  bill'they  de^re  the  eoncnrrence 
of  the,  Senat?.  ..      '  •     • 

The  bill  last  mentioned  wa<  read,  and  pasaed  to 
the  second  reading* 


..  Wbdnbadat,  December  4. 

The  Paf^atDBNT  communicated  the  Report  of 
the  Secretary  ofthe  Navy,  on  moneys  transferred,, 
during  the  last  recess  of  Congress,  from  certain 
appropriations  for  particular  branches  of  expendi- 
ture in  that  department,  and  of  the  application  of 
such  mon^s;  and  the  report  was  ^ead.^ 

The  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  allowing  further  time 
for  completing  fhe  pajrn^ents  bn  certain  lands  held 
by  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory,'' was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Tait,  Bradley,  and  Franklin,  w«re 
appointed  the  conimittee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  resolution  ofthe  House 
of  Representatives,  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  have  the  direction  ofthe  money  appro- 
priated to  purchase  hooka  for  the  nae  of  the  Li- 
brary, and  concurred  tiierein ;  and  Messrs.  Lbib* 
CoNDiT,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  appointed 
■tbe  committee.        *    ^ 

Mr.  Q114MAN,  from  the  eoqamittee,  repotted  tbe 
bill  making  further  provision  £oi  tbe  Corps  of 
Bnffineers  correctly  enffr68sed ;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasised. 


Tbursdat^  December  5, 

Mr.  QiLB8,'fJrom'  the  eommittee,  appointed  on 
the  tphiieet,  reported  a  bill  for  thetelief  of  .Robert 
Fnlion  and  his  associates;  and  tbe  biU  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  -reading.;  . 

Mr.  B«A»Ley  presented  tbe  petition  <rf  Cbar- 
lotte  Hazen,  relict  of  the  late  firigndier  Qeeeral 
Moses  Haaea^  ftkyiug  a,  gfant  of  iand  to  her-  as  a 
Canadian  refugee,  for  reasons,  stated  '^at  large  -  iaf 
the  petitiODi  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  1^ 
select  oooHBitte^  to  consic|er  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise,  aiid  Messrs.  Bbaauit,  GB■e€^ 
and  FliAifiuj|i,.wereJippotnted  the  ceannittee. 

Mr.  -CumI  ifave  notice  thai  te-Merrow  be 
sboutd  ask  leave  tn  bring  in  91  bill  to  annex  the 
towns  of  Kittery^  Elliot,  and  Bef  wick,  to  tbedia* 
.tHctt)f  Portsmouth.  :  . 

Mr.  Frankun  presented  ^he  petitioik  pf  David 
Porter,  stating*  that  he  commanded  the  flotilla  sta- 
tioned at  New  Orleans  dofing  tbeezi«ten6e  of  the 
laws  prohibitii^  intercourse  with  France;  and 
tbatbethcte  seized  and  prosecuted,  ai  bis  own 
expense,  to  condemnation,  three  vessels,  the  pro* 
ceeds  of  whicb  were  distribnted  under  thereveini^ 
la#8,  but  that  bis  pfoportion  thereof  did  not 
amount  to  the  cost  or  prosecution.  He  therefore 
prays  Congress  to  relinqnish  to  him  their  proper-^ 
tion  of  the  penalties ' and  forfeitdres  which  ;nay 
have  been  incurred  by  said  seizures,  as  a  remo' 

i aeration  for  bis  services;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  ai^  relbrred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con* 
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sider  ^d  report  thereon  hy  bill  or  otherwue ;  and 
Messrs.  Franklin,  Anderson,  and  Gooimich, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

-■^■"^■'■•» 

FridaT)  December  6. 

BIr.  CuTTs  asked  and  obtained  leaire  to  bring 
ID  a  bill  to  annex  the  <owns  of  Kittery.  EUiot,  and 
Berwick,  to  (be  district  of  Portsipouth ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
^  Mr.  Greoo  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Managers  of  tbe  Union  Canal  Com- 
pany of  I^ennsylvanla,  praying,  the  aid  of  Con- 
mas  to  enable  them  to  aceompLish  the  object  of 
their  institmion,  as  is  stated  at  large  therein ;  ai»d 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Means.  Grio«,  Bayard,  Llotd  PopB;  and  Hoa- 
8«T,  were  appointed  tbe  committer. 

A  metsace  from  ihe  House  of  Representatires 
iBfomed  the  Benite  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendmeBts  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  net  for  tb•«pportNnunent'o^Represeniativ^ 
among  tlio  serervl  Stales,  according  to  the  third 
enwBftation ;''  they  ask  a  oobfereAee  on  theaob^ 
jeetf  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

On  raocion,  by  Mr.  Lbiv^  that  tli«  Senate  insi^ 
on  tkeir  amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned, 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  12, 
nays  13.  as  follows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Andersop,  Bayard;  Bradley,  Craw- 
ind,  Catts,  Dans,  German,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Letb,  Lloyd,  Bsed,  HoblnsbOy 
SflsMi  sf  Miaiyland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  and 
Yamnm. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Olrio» 
CsmpbeO  of  Tennessee,  Oondit,  Frankliid,  Gaillard, 
Giss,  Lasabeft,  Pope,  Taylsr,  Turner^  sad  Worthrag- 
Un. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  CRAWFoan,  the.  Senalt 
•greed  to  the  conference  asked  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned  \  and  Messrs.  BatAAO,  Leib,  and 
Yarmum,  were  appointed  the  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  tlobert  Foiton  and  his 
I  was  read  tbe  second  time. 


MoNOAT,  December  9. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whdm  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  allowing  fur- 
ther time  for  completing  the  pajjrments  on  certain 
lands  held  by  right  of  pre-empcien  xn  t^*  Missis- 
sippi Territory,'' reported  it  vjtbautr  amendment. 

Mr.  GiuM,  from  Hk  aonmittee  to  whom  was 
referred  wo  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presadeni 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  fifth  of  November,  as 
concerns^  tbe  relati9ns  between  iIm  United  States 
and  Fmnee  and  Qreat  Britain,  reportedi  io  part, 
a  bill  for  completing  tha  eusting  miliUMry  estab^ 
lishmeot ;  and  th^  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  tbe 
second  laading. 

Mr.  QiLM,  from  the  eammittee  last  mentioned, 
nporiod,  ia  part,  a  bill  to  raisa^  for  a  limited  tinp^) 


an  additional  military  force ;  gnd  the  bill  was 
rea<L  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  same  committee,  reported, 
in  part,  a  hilt  appropriating  a  suip  of  money  for 
procuring  munitions  of  war;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  GhLES,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported, 4n  part,  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
quartermaster's  department ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

[Upon  presenting  tbe  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  to  the  Senate,  Mr.  Giles 
remarked,  that  he  was  directed  by  the  committee 
tp  report  by^  bills  in  part;  that  the  bills  now  re- 
ported, presented  sucb  a  system  of  military  pre- 
parations as  the  committee  had  deemed  it  proper 
to  recommend  to  the  adoption  of  .the  Senate  in 
the  present  crisis;,  that  it  had  not  yet  matured  a 
system  of  naval  preparation ;  that  would  probably 
form  the  subject  of  a  future  report.]. 

The  bill  for  thsi  Mief  of  Robert  Fulton  and  his 
associates  was  resqmed ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Aroibson,  it  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
ll^horsdaf  next* 

The  btjl  to  annex  the  towns  of  Kittery,  Elliot, 
aiHi  Berwick,  to  the  district  of  Porismouth,  was 
reid  the  second  timet  aad  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, tooonslderaad  report  thelreon  |  and  Messrs. 
C6TT8,  Lbovn,  and  FaAifKLiii,  were  appointed 
the  committee. . 


Tu^snAT,  December  10. 

The  bill  for  completing  ih^  existing  Military 
Establishment  was  read  tlie  second  time. 

The  bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  addi- 
tional military  force,  was  read  tbe  second  time. 

The  bill  approph'ating  a  sum  of  money  for  pro- 
ctfRing  munmdns  of  war,  was  read  the  second 
time, 

This  1;»iii  for  the  establishment  of  a  qaartemias- 
ter?s  department  was  read  the  second  time ;  and 
on  mbcion,  by  Mr.  GiLfS,  these  bills  were  sever- 
ally inade  the  order  of  the  d^y  for  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole, ^he  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  allowing  Airther 
^time  for  completidgthe  payments  on  certain  lands 
held  by  rigbt  of  pre-emption  '  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory?'  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading  j    . 

Mr.  Gii^  i^esepted  the  petition  of  Charles 
Whitlow,  nurssrymim  and  botanical  collector, 
stating  that  he  has  discovered  ^  native  vegetable, 
which  possesses,  in  the  highest  degree,  the  quali- 
ties of  oax  and  hemp,  and  prayins  that,  in  con- 
sideration of  making  a  disclosure  m  this  important 
discovery  to  Congress,  he  may  be  allowed  to  im- 
port into  the  United  States  by  special  licences,  all 
suah  seeds,  grains,  and  growmg.pliinls,  as  he  may 
deem  useful  for  the  improvement  of  gardening, 
scWnce.  or  the  arts;  and  the  petition  was^read. 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  to  eonsidet  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Gilbs.  Gbboo, 
GBRMAlf,  SicrrH,  of  N^w  York^andBAtARD,  were 
appointed  the  oommittee.  • 
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Mr.  Bayard,  from  ihe  committee  appointed  as 
managers  of  the  conference  upon  the  subject-mat- 
ser  of  the  bill  from  the  Hou^e  of  Representaiives. 
entitled  "An  act  for  ihre  apportionment  of  Repre- 
tentatives  among  the  several  States,  according  to 
the  third  enumeration,"  made  the  following  re- 
port: 

'<  That  the  committee  had  held  a  conference  with  the 
managers  appointed  in  behalf  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  that  the  joint  committee  of  the  two 
Houses,  upon  the  close  of  the  conference,  finally  sepa- 
rated without  coming  to  any  agreement.  That  the 
committee  heard  nothing  on  the  conference  sufficient 
to  induce  them  to  depart  from  the  amendments  made 
bj  the  Senate  to  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atircs.  They  therefore  recommend  it  to  the  Senate  to 
adhere  to  the  said  amendments." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Batard,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  consid€racion  of  the  report  be  the  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  December  11. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  allowing  further  time 
for  completing  the  payments  on  certain  lands  held 
by  right  of  pre-emption  tn  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory," was  read  the  third  tim«,  and  passed. 

A  measage  from  the  House  of  Representative! 
iufornaed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  laying 
out  and  opening  a  public  road  from  the  line  estab- 
lished by  the  treaty  of  Greenville  to  the  North 
Bend,  in  the  State  of  Ohio;"  also  a  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Burnham ;"  in 
which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  managers  at  the  conference  upon  the 
subject-matier,  of  tbe  ameadmeats  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  apportionnaent  of  Repre* 
sentauVes  among  the  several  States,  according, to 
the  third  enumerittion." 

Whereupon,  on  motion'  by  Mr.  Bay  Attn,  that' 
tbe  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendineitta  to  tbe 
said  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative—* 
yeas  18,  nays  16,  as  follows:    . 

YaAS-^Measrs.  Bayard,  Bra^^,  Cutts,  Dana,  Get- 
man,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg^,  Horsey,  HoweH,  Hon- 
ter,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Sipith  of  New  York,  and  Yarnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Cami^U  of 
Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Frank- 
lin, GaiUard,  Giles,  Lambert,  Pope»  Tut,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, and  Worthington* 

.  TauRSDAT,  DecQiaber  12. 
The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  aathorize  the  lay- 
ing oat  aa^  opening  a  public  road  froni  the  line 
esiabltefaed  by  tbe  treaty  6f  Greeo vilU  to  the  North 
Bend,  in  tbt  Stat^  of  Oblo,"  was  read  the  iieoon^ 
time,  lind  iteferred^  to  a  select  eemtntttee,  to  -con-? 
alder  and  report  thereon ;  and  MHsrt.  Campbell, 
of  Ohio,  Gasoo,  aad  f^opi,  were  appeinted  the 
committee. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Burnham,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Me5srs.  Gebman,  Franklin,  and  Gregg, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  Isaac  Try- 
on,  of  Glastenbury,  in  the  State  of  ConnecticaL 
praying  that  the  patent  granted  him  on  the  22(1 
of  February,  1798,  for  a  new  and  useful  improve- 
ment in  manufacturing  combs,  may  be  extended 
for  a  longer  time,  for  reasons  slated  therein  at 
large ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Fulton 
and  his  associates ;  and,  after  debate,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 


Friday,  December  13. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tW 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Fulton, 
and  his  associates ;  and,  on  motion^  by  Mr.  Bat- 
ard, to  postpone  the  consideration  thereof  to  Moa* 
day  fortnight,  it  was  determined  in  the  negatiT«. 
And  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  it  wna  reeommit^ 
ted  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  noem- 
bers,  with  instructions  to  revise  the  patent  lawa, 
with  liberty  to  report  thereon  by  bill,  bills)  or 
otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Gilbs,  Bayard,  Craw- 
ford, Campbell  of  Tennessee,  and  Andb980N| 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  completing  the  existing  Mil* 
itary  Establishment;  and,  after  progress)  %A* 
journed.   ■  '  . 

S^tDRDAY,  December  14. 

l^he  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  completing  the  existing  ^fiU- 
tary  Establishment ;  and  the  bill  having  been 
aokended,  the  President  reported  It  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and  t'he  bill  was  further  amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  tiipe  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
miniNl  in  th6  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time  an  ad- 
ditipnal  military  force ;  and,  after  progress,  ad- 
journed. 

Monday,  Decembfr  16. 

.Mr.  WoUTHiNGTON,  frpm  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  tbe  sebjeet,  reported  a  bill  aothoricittg 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to,raise  certain 
companies  of  spies  or  ran^efs  for  the  protection 
of  the  frontier  of  the  United  States;  ah^  fhehiU 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  secoiid  readiag. 

Mr.  GiLMAii  froBK  the  committee.  repoHed  %%t 
bill  for  eompleting  (he  existing  Military  Estab^ 
liihrnent  correctly  engrossed,  and  the  bill  wast 
read  the  third  time;  and  the  blanks  filled. 

Ob  motion,  by  Mr.  AKDERSoif,  to  recommit 
the  bitt  «•  a  stieet  .committ^  Airthet  te  consider 
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aid  report  thereon,  it  wm  determined  ia  the  ner 
giitive. 

On  the  quesHoB,  Shall  this  bill  ptst?  it  was 
detenmoed  UDttDimously  in  the  affirmatiire,  yeas 
2^  as  follows : 

Hmhts.  Andc^ison,  Bibb,  Brent,  OsmpbAll  of  Ohio, 
Ctot>bcn  of  TenneiiMe,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cnttfl,  Dmna, 
Fniddin,  GaSUard,  German,  GHles,  Oilman,  Goodrich, 
Giaggy  Lambert,  Letb,  Llojd,  Pope,  Read,  Robinaon, 
8aich  of  Maryland,  Bmith  of  New  Yorit,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Tamer,  and  Yamnm. 

lifr.P^ifKLiir  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Qerdon,  of  Paaqootank  eonnty,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  lohq 
Shaw,  praying  a  remission  of  the  penalties  in- 
eorred  by  them  as  securities  in  an  embargfo  bond, 
for  reasons  atated  therein  at  large ;  and  the  peti- 
tioQ  was  read,  and  refined  to  a  select  oommitiee, 
to  consider  aiid  report  thereon,  by  liill  or  other- 
wise; aad  If  esars.  FRANKUif,  Taylor,  and  Chaw- 
roati,  were  appointed  the  oooHnitte^. 

0^  BiotioQ  of  Mr.  Dana, 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  Isaae  Tryon,  pre- 
ssated  the  12th  instant,  be  referred  to  t6e  com* 
miatea  !•  ithwa  Was  referred,  the  36lli  Novem- 
ber, the  Baeflkiarial  of  Robert  R.  LiTingstoa,  and 
Rahtrt  Falum,  to  eoastder  and  repars  tiiareon  by 
bittor 


Monday,  Deciember  17. 

The  bill  authorising  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  to  raise  certain  companies  of  spies  or; 
rangers,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  was  nMd  the  second  time. 

[This  bifl  provides,  ''that  the  Presideot  of  the 
United  Statefs  whenever  he  shall  hare  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  the  actual  or  threatened  invasion 
of  any  Slate  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  by 
aoy  Indian  tribe,  or  tribes,  be  and  he  b  hereby: 
aofhorized  to  raise,  either  by  (be  acceptaoce  of 
votaateers,  or  ealistment  for  one  year,  unless, 
sooner  discharged,  as  many  companies  as  he  may 
deem  aecessary,  who  shaU  serve  on  foot,  or  be 
mouatetL  as  the  service  in  his  opinion  may  re- 
qaire— shall  acton  the  frontier  as  spies  or  rangers, 
be  armed,  equipped^  and  organized  in  saeh  man- 
ner, aad  be  nader  such  regulations  and  restric-r 
tioBo  mB  the  nature  of  the  service  in  his  opinion 
aasy  mrte  neeesaary."  "  Each  of  the  said  com-' 
paaiea  of  spies  or  rangers  to  consist  of  oar  cap- 
taia,  one  first,  one  second  lieutenant,  one  ensign, 
foar  serseantSjfbur  corporals,  and  sixty  privates."] 

Mr.  Pope  submitted  ibe  following  motion  for 
eoosideratioo : 

JVfisAw'rf,  That  a  oommittea  be  anpointed  to  inanira 
inla  the  ezfediancy  of  making  provkion  for  the  widows 
and  lepreaentniives  of  the  mthtia  vobmteen  who  iell  in 
the  hte  engageflient  with  the  Indians  on  theWabashy 
mdar  the  ooramand  of  Gbveroor  Harrison ;  and,  also, 
sf  milp'y  compensation  for  the  horses  and  other  prop- 
•rty  lost  or  destroyed ;  end  that  the  committee  have 
have  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
saVjeet  was  lecommitted  th,e  13ih  lost.,  reported, 
ia  part,  a  bill  extending  the  titte  of  certata  pat- 
UthCoK.  IstSsss.— 8 


ents  granted  to  Robert  Foltoa  ;  which  was  rted 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  ad« 
drtionai  military  force. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Reed,  to  stril^e  out,  from 
section  1,  line  3,  the  word  **  ten,"  for  the  purpose 
of  inserting  in  lieu  thereof,  the  word  "twenty,*'  it 
was  determined  in  the  negatire — yeas  2, nays  31, 
as  follows : 

Ybas— Messes.  Lambert  and  Reed. 

Nats — ^Messrs.' Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradl^^- 
Campl^  of  Ohio«  Camj^^  of  Tennesioe,  Condttf 
X)rawford,  Cu^  Dana,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German, 
Giles,  Gihnan,  Goodrich,  Gragg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hon- 
ter,  I^eib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Bmilh  of  NeW  YoA,  Tait,.  Taylor»  Turner,  Varnum^ 
and  Werthingtdn. 

On  mdtlca  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  expunge  the  last 
seetfoa  of  the  biit,  as  follows : 

*'  That  eveiy  commissioned  and  staff  officer,  to  "be 
appobited  in  virtee  of  this  act,  shall  be  a  citizen  of  ihe 
United  Sutes,  or  sOme  one  of  the  Territories  thereof  t^ 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative-— jreas  19, 
nays  14,  aa  foHows : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell  of 
'Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Ger- 
man, Giles,  Howell,  Hunter,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson, 
8mi^  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamnm,  and 
Worifaington. 

Nats-t^^s'^*  Anderson,  Condit,  Dana,  franklin, 
•Gaillard,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  G^regg,  Horsey,  Lambert, 
Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Tait. 

And  the  Presiixent  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  as  amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  to 
strike  out  froip  section  twelve,  line  six,  to  the  end 
of  the  section,  as  amended,  the  following  words: 

*<And  f^henerer  any  non-conunieaioned  officer  or 
soldier  shall  be  discharged  from  the  service>  who  shall 
have  obtained  from  the  commanding  officer  of  his  com« 
pany,  battalion,  or  regiment,  a  certificate  that  he  had 
faithfully  performed  hia  daty  while  in  service,  he  shall, 
moreover,  be  allowed  and  paid,  in  addition  to  the  said 

bounty,  three  months'  pay,  and  acres  of  land. 

And  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  those  non-com- 
missioned officers,  or  soldiers,  who  may  be  killed  in  ac- 
tion or  die  In  the  service  of  the  United  States,  shall 
likewise  be  paid  apd  allowed  the  said  additional  bounty 
of  three  months'  pay  and  -— ^  acres  of  land,  to  be  de- 
signated, surveyed,  and  laid  off,  at  the  public  eT|Mnse, 
in  snch  mannert  and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions, 
as  may  be  provided  by  law  :^ 

For  the  purpose  of  inserting,  in  lieu  tliereof,  the 
following  Words: 

"And  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  s<ddier 
who  shall  have  faithfully  performed  his  *duty,  served 
out  his  term  of  five  years,  and  obtained  his  discharge 
firom  the  proper  officer,  shall  be  entitled  to,  and  receive, 
in  addition  tathe  said  bounty,  three  months'  pay  and 
a  land  warrant  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres*  And  in 
case  such  nofi-comm^sioned  officer  or  soldier  shall  haae  t 
been  discharged  previous  to  the  expiation  of  the  %Mn 
ef  five  yeara  fiw  whidi  he  was  entisted,  having  Mifaij 
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fully  performed  his  duty  while  in  service,  he  shall  be 
entitled  to,  and  receive  a  land  warrant  for,  a  number  of 
acres  proportioned  to  the  time  he  shall  have  actually 
served,  allowing  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  for  the  full  time  of  five  years.  And  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  every  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier 
who  shall  be  killed  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  or  who 
shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  may  have  been  en- 
listed, die  in  actual  service,  or  of  wounds  received  in 
battle,  or  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  shall  be  entitled 
to,  and  receive  a  land  warrant  for,  the  full  quantity  of 
acres  to  which  the  said  deceased  would  have  been  en- 
titled had  he  lived  and  served  out  hia  full  term  of  five 
years ;  which  said  land  warrants  shall  be  issued  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  the  names  and  for  the  use  only  of 
the  persons  who  performed  the  services,  or  their  legal 
representatives,  and  shall  not  be  transferable  to  any 
other  person  or  persons;  and  may,  at  their  option,  be 
located  with  the  register  of  either  of  the  land  offices  of 
the  United  States,  subsequent  to  the  public  sales  in 
such  office,  on  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
6tatos  then  and  there  offered  for  sale ;  or  may  be  re- 
ceived at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre  in  payment 
of  any  such  public  lands :" 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas 
10,  nays  23,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Camp- 
bell of  Tennessee,  Franklin,  Gregg,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Lloyd,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent,  Craw- 
ford, Cutts,  Dana,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  and  Vamum. 

And  the  bill  was  further  amended. 

On  morion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  to  strike  out  the 
word  "ten," section  one,  line  three — 

Mr.  Giles  rose,  and  submitted,  id  substance, 
the  following  observations : 

Mr.  Giles  said,  he  found  himself  in  a  very  un- 
prepared Slate,  called  upon  to  oppose  a  very  un- 
expected motion.  The  object  of  the  mover  had 
been  very  precisely  expressed ;  but  he  had  men- 
tioned the  number  of  twelve  thousand  infantry 
as  preferable  to  twenty  thousand,  about  the  num- 
ber provided  for  by  the  bill.  Mr.  G.  said  it  was 
also  understood,  that  a  force  of  ten  thousand  men 
of  every  description  would  more  correspond  with 
the  Executive  views,  and  fully  answer  the  Ex- 
ecutive requisition.  This,  he  believed,  was  the 
fact,  and  should  so  consider  it  in  the  course  of  the 
observations  he  proposed  to  make.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  circumstance,  however,  considering  the 
late  occurrences  on  our  Western  frontiers,  and  the 
feelings  of  the  Western  people  so  justly  excited 
thereby,  dtc,  he  acknowledged  that  the  motion 
had  come  from  the  most  unexpected  quarter  of 
the  Union,  and  from  a  gentleman  the  most  unex- 
pected to  him  of  all  those  who  represent  the  west- 
era  portion  of  the  United  States;  because,  from  the 
long  coufse  of  military  services  honorably  render- 
ed by  that  geotleman  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  be  most  bare  become  well  acquainted  with 
the  absolute  necessity  of  a  due  degree  of  momen- 
tum in  military  affairs. 

rMr.  G.  said  he  did  not  propose  to  go  into  a  full 
ezyoiitioQ  of  our  foreign  relations  at  ^is  time^ 


yet  the  motion  furnished  a  most  extensive  scope 
for  observation,  because,  if  it  should  unfortunately 
succeed,  it  would  essentially  derange,  as  he  con- 
ceived, the  whole  views  ot  the  committee  who 
had  reported  the  bill.  He  would,  therefore,  pre- 
sent to  the  Senate  the  most  prominent  and  im- 
portant considerations,  which  he  presumed  had 
operated  on  the  committee,  and  had  certainly  on 
himself,  to  induce  the  recommendation  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  men,  as  the  smallei^t  possible  quan- 
tum of  force  demanded  by  the  crisis ;  and  to  de- 
monstrate the  advantages  of  a  force  at  least  to 
that  extent,  over  that  which  seemed  to  be  contem- 
plated by  the  honorable  mover,  and  still  more 
over  that  which  is  said  to  consist  with  the  Execu- 
tive project. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  subject  it  is  impor- 
tant to  turn  our  attention  to  the  objects  for  which 
a  military  force  is  demanded,  to  enable  us  the 
better  to  apportion  the  means  to  the  objects  in- 
tended to  be  efl'ected.  Fur  this  purpose  he  begged 
the  most  serious  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
Presidenl^s  Message  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session. 

"  I  must  now  add,"  observes  the  President  "  that  the 
period  is  arrived  which  claims  from  the  legislative  guar- 
dians of  the  national  rights  a  system  of  more  ample 
provision  for  iraintaining  them.  Notwithstanding  the 
scrupulous  justice,  the  protracted  moderation,  and  the 
multipHcd  elTorts  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to 
substitute  for  the  accumulating  dangers  to  the  peace 
of  the  two  countries,  all  the  mutual  advantages  oi  re- 
established friendship  and  confidence,  we  have  seen 
that  the  British  Cabinet  perseveres,  not  only  in  with- 
holding a  remedy  for  other  wrongs  so  long  and  so 
loudly  calling  for  it,  but  in  the  execution,  brought 
home  to  the  threshold  of  our  territory,  of  measures 
which,  under  existing  circumstances,  have  the  char- 
acter, as  well  as  the  effect,  of  war  on  our  lawful  com- 
merce. 

."  With  this  evidence  of  hostile  inflexibility,  in  tramp- 
ling on  rights  which  no  independent  nation  can  relin- 
quish. Congress  will  feel  the  duty  of  putting  the  Uni- 
ted States  into  an  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded  by 
the  crisis,  and  corresponding  with  the  national  spirit 
and  expectations. 

**  I  recommend,  accordingly,  that  adequate  provision 
be  made  for  filling  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  enlist- 
ments of  the  regular  troops ;  for  an  auxiliary  force,  to 
be  engaged  for  a  more  limited  term ;  for  the  acceptance 
of  volunteer  corps,  whose  patriotic  ardor  may  court  a 
participation  in  urj^nt  services;  for  detachments,  as 
they  may  be  wanted,  of  other  portions  of  the  militia, 
and  for  such  a  preparation  of  the  great  body  as  will 
proportion  its  usefulness  to  its  intrinsic  capacity." 

Here  we  find,  in  the  first  place,  the  most  sol- 
emn and  imperious  call  upon  Congress,  in  the 
character  of  **  the  legislative  guardians  of  the  na- 
tional rights,  for  a  system  of  more  ample  provi- 
sions for  maintaining  them."  The  President  then 
very  properly  and  emphatically  proceeds  to  tell 
us  why  he  makes  this  solemn  call  upon  the  legis- 
lative guardians  of  the  nation  at  this  time.  He 
tells  us  in  substaace,  that  notwithstanding  '^  the 
scrupulous  justice,  the  protracted  moderation,  and 
multiplied  eflbrts  on  the  part^f  the  United  States." 
to  ittduee  Great  Britain  to  recede  from  her  hottile 
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aggreasioDs  upon  their  essential  sovereiffD  rights, 
80  far  from  yielding  lo  these  polite  and  pathetic 
invitations,  she  had  increased  her  aggresitons,  and 
had  adopted  ^nneasures,  which,  under  existing 
eirettmstaDces,  have  the  character,  as  well  as 
the  effeet,  of  war  npon  our  lawful  eomoderce  f^ 
and  that  these  measures  are,  in  their  execution 
''brought  home  to  the  threshold  of  our  territory." 
Could  the  President  have  chosen  language  more 
emphatic  to  show  the  in]j[>erions  character  of  the 
eall  made  upon  Congress  to  furnish  him  with  the 
adequate  physical  means  to  retrieve  the  honor  and 
redrees  the  wrongs  of  the  nation?  Lest  there 
might  be  some  possible  mistake  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  he  tells  jas  explicitly,  that  the  aggres- 
atona  of  Great  Brftaid  have  the  character  as  well 
as  the  effect  of  war  upon  our  lawful  commerce, 
and  that  this  war  is  hrought  home  to  the  threshold 
of  oar  territory. 

Bat,  sir,  the  President  does  not  stop  here.  He 
tells  08  that  notwithstanding  our  prptraeted  mod- 
eratton,  dtc,,  &c.,  Qreat  Britain,  with  hostile  in- 
flexibility, perseveres  in,  trampling  on  essential- 
sovereign  rights;  rights  at  least,  "which  nd  inde- 
pendent nation  can  relinquish.'?  Here  theti,  it  is 
evident,  the  President  conceives,  that  our  inde- 
pendence as  a  nation  is  hrought  into  question, 
and  pat  at  hazard.  Can  anv  subject  present  a 
more  awful  and  imperious  'call  upon  Congress  to 
exert  and  apply  the  whole  energies  of  the  nation, 
than  a  qaestion  of  independence  ?  The  plain  En- 
glish of  all  this  communication,  he  understood 
to  be,  that  all  the  inefficient  measures,  which  have' 
been  adopted  in  reladon  to  the  belligerents  for 
three  years  past,  had  not  answered  the  expecta- 
tions of  their  projectors ;  but,  instead  of  the  ex- 
pected recession,  had  produced, .on  the  part  of 
Chemt  Britain  at  least,  tnftexible  hostilitv.  This 
was  a  very  natural  result,  and  one  whicn  he  had 
always  anticipated.  asxWas  «well  known  to  this 
honorable  body..  But  the  Administration,  having 
learnt  wisdom  by  these  feeble  experiments,  had 
BOW  determined  to  change  its.  course,  and  for  the 
porpose  of  rendering  this  hostility  more  flexible, 
had  at  length  resolved,  instead  of  commercial  re- 
strictions, to  try  the  effect  of  physical  force.  An 
adequate  force  is  therefore  demanded  by  the  Ex- 
eeoAve,  and  the  adequacy  of  the  force  is  very  pro-^ 
perly  referred  to  Congress,  wheYe  ^he  xesponsi- 
btJity  is  placed  by  the  Constitution,  where  it  ought 
to  Test;  and,  for  one,  he  was  willing  to  take  his 
full  share  of  it.  But,  sir,  the  President  goes  on 
farther.  After  designating  the  objects,  he  points 
oat  the  standard  for  ascertaining  the  adequacy  of 
the  force  demanded  for  their  effectuation.  In  bis 
official  responsible  Message,  he  tells  us  that  "  Con^ 

Sress  will  fieel  the  duty  of  putting  the  United' 
tates  into  an  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded 
by  the  crisis,  and  corresponding  wij.h  the  national 
apiriCand  expectations.''  The  sUindard  here  point- 
ed oat  for  calculating  the  quantum  of  force  to  be 
supplied  is  *^  the  crisis."  which  had  been  previously 
described  in  the  most' solemn  and  imposing  icerms, 
and  ^  the  national  spirit  tfnd  expectations.^  Whe- 
ther the  comtnittee  had  reported  too  great  a  force 
for  sabdaiag  the  crisis,  he  was  willing  to  sobmit 


to  the  verdict  of  the  national  spirit  and  expecta- 
tions. .         - 

But  it  is  bow  said,  or  intimated  in  substance, 
that  this  official  responsible  standard  is  only  os- 
tensible, and  that  the  true  standard  for  estimation 
the  quantum  of  force  demanded,  must  be  derived 
|frdm  the  decrepit  state  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
financial  fame  of  the  geqtleiiian  at  the  head  of 
that  department.  This  subject  will  require  a  dis^ 
tinct  consideration ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  it  is 
sufficient  to  sayr^  that  .the  committee  unanioMusly 
refused  to  be  influenced  by  any  considerations, 
but  those  resulting  from  the  official  responsible 
communication,  and  their  own  reflection?  noon 
th6  state  of  the  nation  as  disclosed  there bv.  'Tney 
unanimously  rejected  informal,  inofficial  commu- 
nicatioos.  t" 

It  will  be  observed,  top,  in  the  Message,  the 
President,  in  his  more  specific  recoromendiations, 
after  desiffoating  the  kinds  of  force  suited  to  the 
occasion,  leaves  the  quantum  of  each  to  be  judged 
of  and  decided  by  Congress,  where  the  responsi- 
bility did  and  ought  to  rest;  apd^he  was  unwill* 
ing,  hy  receding.from  his  Consiitutional  duty,  to 
revert  this  responsibility  upon  the  Executive. 

It  thus  appearing,  said  Mr:  G.,  that  the  force 
demanded  was  for  the  purposes  of  war,  if  unfor* 
tunacely  we  should  be  driven  by  Great  Britain  to 
that  last  resort;  and  that  although  the  war  would 
be  undertaken  upon  principles  strictly  defensive, 
yet,  in  its  •  operation,  it  must  necessarily  become 
offensive  on  our  part;  and  that  .Congress  w^io 
determine  exclusively  upon  the  adequa^fy  of  the 
ineans  for  conducting  it ;  he  would  now  proceed 
to  inquire  mere  particularly,"^ first,  ^whetW  the 
committee  had  recominended  a  force  more  than 
adequate  to  the  purposes  of  tbTe  w&r;  and  second, 
whether  it  was  within  th^  capacity  of  the  United 
States  to  supply  the  force  thus  recommended. 

Mh  G.  saia,  that  in  estimating  the  c^uiintum  of 
force  demanded  by  the  existing  crisis,  it  appeared 
to  him,  gentlem,eB  had  not  given  sufficient  con- 
sideration to  the  attitude  as:>u'med  by  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  Floridas— to  the  exten- 
sion of  our  Southern  and  Western  frontiers^— to  the 
late  hostile  acts  and  threiateniogs  in  that  quarter — 
nor  to  the  importance  -of  Orleans,  its  exposed  po- 
sition and  defenceless  situation.  These  circum* 
stances,  however,  entered  deeply  into  the  eonsid* 
eration  of  the  committee,  hkd  induced  it  to  con- 
clude that  the  whole  Military  £lstablishmeBt  now 
authorized  by  law,  if  completed,  would  not  be 
more  than  sufficient,  perhaps  insufficient,  ta  an* 
8wer  the  necessary  objects  of  the  Government  in 
the  scenes  just  described.  It  was.  therefore,  in- 
tended tha^t  the  whole  of  that  force  should  be  left 
free  to  act  therein,  according  to  circumstances, 
aiHl  that  the  additional  foree  now  recommended 
should  act  exclusively  in  the  northern  and  eastern 
portion  of  the  Union.  This  force  no  gentleman 
will  pretend  can  be  too  great  for  our  obiects  in 
that  quarter,  in  the  event  of  war  unaided  by  the 
existing  establishment.  Hence  it  was  a  matter 
of  great  surprise  to  him  that  the  Western  gentle- 
men should  wish  to  ditiinish  the  number  oi  men 
now  proposed  to  be  raised ;  because  he  believed 
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tb«t^T«ry  man. deducted  from  the  proposed  force, 
would  take  one  from  the  force  intended  by  the 
committee  to  protect  our  Southern  and  Western 
frontiers.  Theee  gentlemen,  lie  presumed,  must 
be  belter  judges  tban^imself,  bow  many  of  these 
men  they  can  generously  spare  from  tbeir  own 
protections  but,  for  bis  part,  be  thought  there 
was  not  one  to  sp^re  frooi  these  objects,  and  the 
committee'  were  willing  tp  give  the  whple  of 
them  that  destination. 

With  re&pect  to  the  protection  of  New  Orleans, 
he  knew  it  was  tbe  expectation  of  tbe  late  Ad- 
ministration, that  in  the  event  of  v(rar,Gr^t  Brit- 
ain would  possess  herself  of  that  city';  and  it 
was  not  thetr  intention  to  incur  tbe  expense  of 
being  constantly  prepared'  to  repel  the  first  incur- 
sions of  the  enemy — be^  did  not  know  the  ioten- 
tioo  of  the  present  Adm.inistfation  fn  4hiK  respect, 
but  presumed  it  was  acting  on  the  same  policy. 
In  case  the  British  should  take  possession  of  Or- 
leans, the  Westero  people  must  pecetearily^  be 
called  upoa  to  drive  them  out,  and  he  doubted 
very  much  whether  it  would  be  either  a  very  ajs- 
oeptable  occupation  or  a  very  easy  task.  He  had 
always  disapproved  of  (his  poUoy,  and  in  the 
erent  of  war,  he  thought  it  wise,  not  only  to  b^ 
prepared  (for  defence  at  all  points,  but  to  give 
the  fi^t  blow.  He  believed,  in  the  end,  it  would 
be  found  BOt  only  the  wisest,  but  the  most  eoo- 
nomicai  policy,  both  in  bbod  and  treaisure. 

Having  presetoted  to  the  Senate  the  objects  to 
which  the  existing  Military  Ksiablishment  ought 
to  be  assigned,  according  to  the  views  of  the  conCi- 
mittee,  he  vould  proce)^  to  inquire,  whether  the 
additional  force  recotnmended  would  be  more  than 
competent' to  the  objeets  to  which  it  must  ji^eces- 
aariiy  be  ^stignet^  and  which  ought  upquefttion- 
ably  to  be  effected  by  it.  In  case  of  war,  an  event 
he  deprecated  as  much  as  any  gentleman  present, 
the  new  army  woqjd  Haye  to  man  your  fCH'tifiba- 
tioBi  on  the  seaboard,  fVom  Noriblk  to  the  extrem- 
kiea  of  our  territorVf  North  and  flast,  and  to  oc- 
t%fj  Canada.  These  -are  the  contemplated  and 
iodiapensable  objects  of  this  army,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  Eiecutive  and  the  honorable  mover, 
a» well  as  of  the  cpnpmittee..  The  ifoestion  will, 
therefore,  turn  upoa  the  accuraOy  and  corfcOtness 
•f  theiir  ref  pective  calculations  as  to  the  quantum 
ef  force  iiecessary  to  eft^t  these  objects. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  had  a  conversatioa  with  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  in  his  cjuirr 
aeter  of  chairman  of  tbe  Gommiltee  of  Foreigii 
Relatiooff,  in  which  the  Secretary  did  endeavor 
lo  demonstra^te  to  him.  that  a  smaller  number  of- 
men  than  25,000  would  answer  these  ob^ts ;  but 
ao  far  from  producing  this  conviction,  it  satisAed 
hrm  that  the  number  was  too  small.  He  thought 
that  every  inference  drawn  by  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary ought  to  have  been  inverted.  For.  in- 
stance, he  v^as  asked,  how  many  men  were  indis^ 
pensably  necessary  to  man  the  forufications  at 
New  York?  The  honorable  Secreury  replied 
2,000 ;  but  he  intended  to  make  1,000  answer,  and 
would  i-ely  for  the  rest  of  the  complementon  the 
local  militia.  Now,  Mr.  G.  raid,  he  inferred,  if 
2^000  men  wero  necessary  for  that  most  exposed 


and  important  position^  that  1,000  would  not  an- 
swer, with  the  precariooB  and  accidental  aid  of 
th&4ooal  militia ;  that  2;000>  ought  to  be  calcula- 
ted on  for  that  service;  and  if,  with  the  aid  of  the 
localmilitia',  they  could  protect  N^wTork  agaiaal 
the  force  Great  Britain  might  detach  against  thut 
^citv,  they  would  perform  their  full  share  of  the 
toils  and  perils  of  the  war.'    Two  thousand  men| 
completely  furnished  with  all  the  means  ofaa- 
noyaAee,  possessed  of  all  the  skill  that  military 
science  could' afford,  and  impelled  by  all  the  siil^ 
ordination  and  management  that  military  disci- 
pHi^e  could  impose,  with  the  aid  of  the  local  ditli- 
tia  also,  would  deserve  HfcU  of  their  country  if 
they  should  preserve  New  Yor)^  from  the  |^sp  of 
Great  Britain^  in  case shesheuld  think  proper  to 
direct  the  force  she  might  have  at  coipmaud 
against  that  citv«    Then  why  send  one  tbouaaiid 
on  a'service,  when  we  know  that  two  thousand 
are  necessary,  and  perhaps  incompetent?    {s  it 
because  the  tfnited  States  have  not  the  oapaeity 
to  send  2,000  ?    That  question  shalTbe  ei^amined 
presently.    The  same  ohservations  will  apply  to 
the  protection  of  Rhode  Island,  where  2,000  more 
will  be  necessary ;  and  ]i,000  will  be  as  few  as 
can  possibly  be  detached  for  the  other  fortifioa- 
tions.    Admiuiag  then  5.000  mon  to  be  necesaaiy 
to  man  tbe  various  fortifications  on  the  seaboard, 
and  supposing  ewry  man  to^be  raised,  as  proposed 
iu  thf  bill,  there  will  be  li  d|isposable  force  or  only 
20,000  men  for  the'  occupation  of  Canada.    But 
upon  the  Executive  project  thei e  would  be  left 
far  that  service  oaly  5,000  men ;  unless  indeed  the 
Western  aad  Southern  frontiers  should  be  left  on- 
protected',  or  the  fortifications  on  the  seaboard 
should  be  only  half  manned,. and 'ofcourie  left  to 
the  sport  ef  the'  enemy.    Mr.  G.  said  he  appre- 
hended that,  in  (he  fir^t  onset  of  the  war,  Great 
Britain  would  direct  her  foroe  to  tb1&  occtipattoa 
of  New  York  and  New  Orleans ;  and  if  she  should 
possess  heitself  of  thoee  two  points,  he  woeld  ven- 
ture to  predict  that  the  Administration  ^hieh 
comi&enced  the  war  woold  not  finish  it;  espe* 
cially  undcrasvsVem  pf  policy,  whiqh  would  only 
furnish  oAe  half  bf  the  means  deemed  necessaty 
for  their  protection— yes,  sir,  knoWn  to  be  inade- 
q^iate  at  thetime  of  applying  it.    What  apology 
could  be  made  to  an  injured  nation  under  suea 
circumstances ?  -  We  kneW 2,000«ien  tohe  neces- 
'sary  for  the  defence  of  New  York)  but  we  sagely 
determined  to  apply  1,000  only  to  that  object,  for 
fear  of  incurring  tfxe  expense  of  the  requisite  num- 
ber.   This  would   be   self-condemnation.    The 
people  would  lose  all  confidence  in  such  calcula- 
tors, and  would  certainly  make  the  experiment 
of  a  change.    Under  such  <;ircumstances,  Mr.  Q. 
said  he  Would  be  the  first  to  cry  out  for  a  chiiage 
of  Administration,  for  itwouldrnet  be  possible  to 
lose  by  it.    Defend  New  York  -withiall  the  judg- 
ment and  skill  you  can  command ;  fill  the  fortifi- 
cations with  the  full  complement  of  troops  amply 
provided,  call  in  the  local  militia,  dbe.,  and  he 
should  nojt  be  surprised  if  the  British  should  get 
possession  of  that  city.    But  then  there  would  be 
no  blame- op  the  Administrationr ;  all  its  duties 
will  have  been  performed  \  and  the  result  would 
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leat  apoD  the  fortune  of  wf  r ;  hot  a  single  act  of 
neglect  or  misconduct  would  certainly  deprive 
the  Admioiatration  of  the  public* confidence. 

If,  sir,  Great  Britain  snouid  get  possession  of 
New  York  mod  New  Orleans,  and  you  should  get 
possession  of  Canada^  you  would  be  very  glad  to 
make^the  ezchauge  upon  the  terminatiou  of  the 
%irar.    Therefbre,  take  care  of  these  two  poiots. 

Mr.  Q.  said,  he  also  requ'esled  the  honorable 
Secretary  to  consult  with  the  President,  and  in- 
form hjm,  as  the  President's  Secretarv,  whether 
the  President  wished  to  have  the  nu'mo^r  of  men 
reduced  ?  or  whether  he  had  a  preference  for  any 
<>ther  number  ?  The  reply,  after  the  consultatioo^ 
very  properly,  Was,  that  the  President  had  no 
opinion  to  oner  on  that  point,  ^e  considered  it 
a  subject  of  legislative  discretion,  d^.  Of  course 
^y  infornial  Executive  views,  ought  not  to  be 
aobstitated  for  our  own  discretion  and  responsi- 
bility. Mr.  G.  said,  he  knew  it  had  been  suggest- 
«dp  and  perhaps  frpm  very  high  authority,  that  no- 
thing was  necessary  to  induce  Great  Britain  torre- 
eede  from  her  aggressions,  but  to  coovince  her, 
that,  instead  of  opposing  to  them  inefilcient  com- 
mercial resrictions^  they  would  be  resisted  with 
physical  force;  aud  that  raising  ten  thousand  men 
woold  produce  this  convictioa,  without  incurring 
farther  expense.  This  suggestion  furnished  some 
of  his  strongest  objections  to  limiting  the  force  to 
be  raised  to  ten  thousand'men.  So  far  from  pro- 
ducing that  conviction  oh  the  Britieh  Cabinet^  he 
was  convinced  it  wduld  produce  precisely  the 
opposite  effecu ,  The  British  Cabinet  would  look 
at  the  means  provided  for  eflecting  the  object,  as 
the  best  evidence  of  the  object  itself.  And  as 
these  means  would  be  viewed  so  utterly  inade- 
quate to  the  purnoses  of  war,  the: Cabinet  woold 
necessarily  conclude  that  we  Were  not  in  earnest, 
that  we  were  joking,  even  upon  the  most  serious 
subject ;  that  war  was  not  intended^  and  would 
not  be  resorted  to  onder-any  circumstances..  This 
impression,  the  necessary  result  of  our  former 
memsur^  has  become  so  general,hoth  at  home  and 
abroad,  that  we  have  much  to  do  to  retrieve  our 
lost  reputation;  we  do  not  stand  upon  original 
ground.  Oui;  mea^res  must  be  of  a  v^y  differ- 
ent character  from  what  they  have  been  to  pro^ 
dace  the  desired  conviction,  either  at  home  or 
•broad.  Having  changfed  our  principle  of  action, 
from  commercial  restrictions  to  physical  force, 
limiting  that  fbr^e  to  t^n  thousand  men  would 
be,  in  his  judgment,  as  much  trifling  with  the 
energies  of  the  nation,  t|s inefficient  commercial 
reetnctions  had  heretofore  be^n  triflins  with  the 
character  aod  interests  of  the  nation,  aud  he  feared 
wa%  dictated  by  the  san^e  unfortnnate  imbecile 
apirit  and  policy.  Mr.  G.  said,  that  whilst^upon 
this  part  of  the  subject,  he  begged  to  be  excused 
for  reading  a  few  paragraphs  from  a  newspaper^ 
which  he  accidentally  picked  up  last  evening, 
containing  the  annunciation  of  the  President's 
Messags  at  Q^oebec,  the  verv  point  to  which  the 
nropoe^  force  might  probaolj  be  directed.  It 
tally  demonstrates  the  impfessions  existing  there, 
and  which  have  b^ea  prodinced  by  our  former 
neasurca. 


''Qucato,  JVotwaAct  18. 
«  Frendmt's  if«s«^:e.— Happily  the  expeetatiDn  of 
Mr.  Madison's  speech  steps  in  opportunely,  as  some* 
thing  of  an  antidote  to  the  efiect  of  the-  Earopeaa 
dearth.  Prom  that  speech  shaU  we  learn  that  the 
terrible  being,  John  Ball,  does  not  suffer  hi#  thousand 
armed  vessels,  manned  and  equipped  at  an  enormous 
expense,  to  lie  wholly  idle;'b'at  that  they  are  guilty  of 
the.  andacioQs  tyranny  of  being,  in  some  degree,  a 
check  on  the  violent  inclinations  of  Dame  Columbia  to 
extend  her  arms  to  cherish,  aid,  and  assist  her  admired 
hero,  Napoleon,  in  e£focting  John's  annihilation.  Mueh 
will  the  speedi  complain  that  the  Sovereign  of  the 
Ocean  is  not  powerful  to  no  purpose,  and  does  not  de- 
scend to,  and  put  himself  on  a  level  with  the  imbecUitj 
of  the  United  States^  with  their  doien  ships.  Unpar- 
donable  Is  the  grievance  that  the  Leviathan  is  not  as 
powerless  as  the  Cod :  that  the  Jackall,  when  nature 
meant  for  the  Lion's  provider,  is  not  permitted  to 
divert  its  provender  to  the.  support  of  the  Tiger,  with 
a  view  to  the  destruction  of  the  Lion. 

<*  The  speech  may  not  say  these  things  in  direct 
terms;  but  such  will,  unquestionably,  be  its  meaning : 

<<  With  syllogisms  'twill  make  a  cUtter, 

With  abstracjt  rights  three-deckers  ha«ter; 
^  An  funpty  purse  at  millions  shake. 

And  no  trade  'gainst  a  free  trade  stake: 
,  Of  rotting  produce  count  the  gain, 

A  seaboard  boast  shut  from  the  main ) 

To  seamen  recommend  the  loom, 
'  And  en  each  mast  to  fix  tiie  broom ; 

Merchants,  ica  laek  of  form^  wares, 

Te  retail  apples^  plums,  and  pears." 
Limit  all  yt>ur  miffbty  efforts  to  ten  thoutand 
men,  aiid  it  will  afford  a  better  subject  for  another 
pasquinade,  than  the  President's  Message  had 
done  for  the  cue  just  read.  H^  should  not  have 
ventured  to  read  these  paragraphs  to  the  Senalt, 
however,  if  these  impressions  were  merely  local. 
But  he  believed  similar  impressions  pervaded 
Europe  and  America,  and  bad  unfortunatelr 
found  their  way  into  the  French  and  British 
Cabioett.  Nor  should  he  have  thought  die^e 
sarcasms  worth  regard,  yrtte  it  not  for  the  truisnie 
with^  which  they  were  pointed.  When  the  Doc 
de  Cadore,  upon  his  review  of  our  proceedings, 
told  US  officially  that  he  would  iiave  ezpectea 
more  from  a  Jamaica  Assembly,  he  thought  it 
both  impertinent  and  insolent  |  hut  the  point  of 
the  oience  was  a  consciousness  that  It  was  toa 
much  like  the  truth.  It  is  a  truism  whidi  forma 
the  sttng  of  every  sarcaam.  We  find  the  Bofc- 
peror  Napoleon,  too,  -acting  under  thiop  same 
impressions^  when  he  seizes  abd  confiscates  yonr 
property,  without  even  a  plausihle  pretext.  The 
only  gtouad  upon  which  he  acted,  was  a  convie* 
tiob  that  you  would  not  resent  it  and  he,  there* 
fbre,  might  plunder  with  impunity.  The  same 
ioipressions  direct  the  British  Cabinet  in  its^in* 
flexible  hostiltty,"  and  its  war  upon  oar  eooa* 
merce,  both  in  character  and  effect,  '^breughl 
home  to  the  threshold  of  our  territory.''  If  oqr 
protracted  moderation,  wonderful  moderatfoa, 
Ac,  by  which  he  presumed  were  meant  ow 
feeble  contrivancea  for  the  last  three  vearai  vtd 
of  which,  he  feared,  the  requiaition  or  tea  thear 
sand  men  was  a  breach,  both  in  tpirit  apdpoUey » 
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should  still  be  continued,  he  believed  it  would 
deg«EDerate  into  something  bf'«  very  different 
eharaeter,  and  would  receive  a  veiy  different 
denomination  from  the  public. 

Mr-  O.  begged  the  Senate  to  turn  its  atten- 
tion to  the  means  of  resistance  naiv  actually  in 
Canada,  which  would  probably  be  oppo^^d  to  the 
contemplated  force.  From  the  best  information 
be  could  obt|iin,  the  British  had  at  this  time  in 
Canada  from  seven  to  ten  thousand  regular  troops, 
and  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  well  appoint- 
ed, well  furnished  militia,  drawn  from  a  popuJa- 
-  tipn  of  nearly  three  hundred  thousand  souls.  If, 
therefore;  your  troops  could  be  ready  to  act  in 
the  Spring  before  the  breliking  dp  of  the  ice,  and 
before  the  British  could  throw  further  succors 
in|o  that  countVy,  it  appeared  to  him  there  would* 
be  very  good  employment  for  twenty  thousand 
men  in  subduing  this  force  and  population;  and, 
if  undet taken  with  fewer  men,  a  failure  of  the 
enterprise  \TOuld  probably  be  the  consequence. 
Besides,  sir,  we  should  recollect  that  Grea^  Brit- 
ain is  the  same  Great  Britain  we  encountered  in 
1775,  1776,  ^.;^and  altheuffh  some  gentlemen 
seemed  to  suppose  that  she  was  fully  occupied 
with  her  European  war;  that  she  was  impover- 
ished, fighting  for  her  existence,  dtc.^  and  of 
course  had  at  command  very  little  disposiibte 
force,  he  viewed  the  subject  very  differently. 

It  is  true  Great  Britain  is  engaged  with  a  formi- 
dable enemy;  but  hi^rto  she  has  greatly  the  ad- 
vantage in  the  war.  Where  has  she  lost  one  inch 
of  territory  ?  What  acquisitions  of  territory  and 
population  has  she  not  made,  both  in  the  Bast 
and  West  Indies  ?  What  obstacles  is  she  now 
opposinff  to  the  occil|>ation  of  the  Southern  Pe- 
ninsula oy  her  enemy  1  Solar  from  her 'popula- 
tion being  diminished  at  home,  it  appeared  to  be 
greatly  increased  by  the  last  census,  notwith- 
standing all  th^  distresses  and  starvations  w^ 
have  heard  of,  dbc.  Count  the  number  of  French 
and  English  prisoners,  and  you  will  tfnd  that 
Great  Britain  had  the  advantage  of  perhaps  ten 
io  one.  Her  fleet  is  unrivalled:  of  course  left 
more  free  to  act  than  at  any  time  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He,  therefore,  concluded 
that  ive  should  hiiive  to  contend  now  with  the 
same  Grear JBritain.  we  did  then,  with  renovated 
powers  and  resources.  Yet  to  this  Power  it  i« 
proposed  to  oppose  only  ten  thousand  additional 
troops.  Mr.  U.  said  it  was  uncertain  how  long 
Great  Britain  might  keep  her  i^rroy  iipon  the 
Peninsula  \  but  whenever  it  shall  be  withdrawn, 
either  by  choice  or  necessity,  she  will  have  a 
formidable  disposable  force  in  nuoi^bers,  skill,  and 
bravery;  and  whether  she  withdraws  that  army 
or  not,  yott  will  find  that  she  will  Command  a 
retpectaole  force  for  the  protection  of  Canada,  if 
you  wait  for  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  which 
now  envelopes  all  the  avenues  of  that  country. 
Time,  therefore,  is  all-important,  and  not  a  mo- 
ment for  preparations  ought  to  be  lost. 

France,  it  is  true,  has  astonishingly  aggnUi- 
dized  herself  diiiing  the  existing  war  in  Europe^ 
bat  it  baa  baen  done  at  the  expense  of  other  na- 


tions, not  of  Great  Britain.    Great  Britain  hss 
had  h^r  share  of  the*snoil&  also. 

Let  us  then  not  nndervalue  bur  enemy.  Sir, 
this  project  of  limiting  our  efforts  to  ten  thousand 
men,  seems  to  be  too  much  upon  the  plan  of  m. 
scarecrow,  and  it  appears  to  be  regiarded  in  xhkt 
light  by  some  gentlemen.  He  said  Great  Britain 
was  the  last  nation  on  earth,  that  he  would  under* 
take  to  frighten  with  scarecrows ;  besides,  eyea 
upon  the  scarecrow  plan;  he  should  suppose  that 
twenty-five  thousand  ineQ  would  be  better  than 
ten  thoosatin.  Mr.  G.  said  he  disliked  this  pro- 
ject extremely,  from  another  consideration,  which 
K  forcibly  impressed  upon  his  mind,  k  mmrt 
evidently  have  been  recommended  by  that  same 
spfrit  and  policy  which  had*  heretofore  relied 
upon  the  chapter  of  accidents  for  sucees«,and  not 
upon  our  own  energies  and  resources.  It  seems 
to  have  been  founded  on  the  hope  that  Great 
Britain  would  recede  without  an  effort  on  otir 
part.  It  in  a  fallacious  hope.  The  hope  itself 
will  always  defeat  its  own  object,  by  avoiding 
the  means  to  insure  its  own  success. 

Mr.  G.  said  we  had  enjoyed  a  long  course  of 
prosperity,  but  we  ought  not  to  calculate  upoa 
perpetual  exemption  from  the  common  calamities 
of  nations.  When  days  of  adversity  shall  arrive, 
we  should  meet  them  with  becomin|[  fortitude 
and  eoergv.  He  deprecated  that  spirit  which  ap- 
peared to  be  longing  and  whinine  after  prosperity 
that  is  passed,  as  if  it  feared  to  Took  adversity  ia 
the  face.  Mr.  President,  when  adversity  cornea, 
you  must  look  her  in  the  face ;  yes,  sir,  you  most 
stare  her  put  of  countenance ;  you  must  meet  her 
with  courage,  and  with  means  sufficient  to  sub- 
due her.  Mr.  President,  if  after  we  have  been 
solemnly  called  together  to  receive  comhiuaica- 
tionS  of  ffreat  and  weighty  matters,  and  after  our 
meeting  htive  been  told  that  our  independence  ia 
at  hazard,  that  there  is  actual  war.  both  in  char- 
acter and  effect,  upon  our  law/ul  commercei, 
brought  home  to  the  threshold  of  our  territory  ;. 
that  rights  are  trampled  upon,  which  no  indepeo^ 
dent  nation  can  relinquish,  dbc.;  when,  in  short, 
our  wrongs  are  painted  in  such  glowing  terma^ 
as  to  have  fet  the  whole  nation  on  fire— if,  after 
9II  this,  we  should  taper  down  to  providing  tea 
thousand  men  to  subdue  such  a  crisis,  would  it 
not  be  i  wonderful  discovery  in  the  art  of  sinking  ? 
Would  it  not  undervalue  thie  resources  and  ener- 
giesof  thenation  ^  Wbuld  it  not  insult  and  deceive 
the  national  spirit  and  expectations?  Whether 
he  viewed  this  subject  in  reference  to  the  Inter- 
ests of  the  nation,  or  the  party  in  power,  he  should 
eoually  protest  against  tnis  httle  miserable  policy 
of  resorting  to  means  so  utterly  incompetent  to- 
the  objects.  H«  cautioned  the  party  in  power 
now,  as  he  often  h^d  done  bef6re,  against  longer- 
sporting  with  the  national  sensibility,  the  national 
character,  and  the  national  interests. 

Mr.  G.  said,  in  making  the  calculations  of  the 
degree  of  force  required,  the  committee  waa  pre- 
cluded fro\n  taking  into  the  estimate  anv  auxiliary- 
force  to  be  derived  from  the  militia  y  necause  aa 
impression  appeared  to  be  almost  universally  en* 
tertained,  that  Congress  could  not  constitutioimUy 
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QomiitmDd  the  terviees  of  the  militia  beyond  the 
)imits  of  the  Unired  States  ;■  of  coarse,  the  regular 
foree  must  be  proportionally  augmented.  He 
said)  although  be  believed  he  stood  single  and 
alone,  he  protested  against  (bis  doctrine.  He  did 
DOt  propose  now  to  examine  this  question,  be- 
cause it  would  be  useless.  He  would,  however, 
read  the  clause  of  the  Constitution,  which  ffave 
lo  Congress  the  power  of  calling  forth  the  militia, 
and  make  one  or  two  remark^  on  it.  Congress 
shall  have  power  "to  provide  forci^lling  forth  the 
militia,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  to  sup- 
press insurrections,  and  repel' in vasioDs."  The 
first  object  for  which  the  militia  may  be  called 
A>rth,  is  to  execute  the  lav^s  of  (he  Uhioir;  A 
law  declaring  war,  is  a  law  of  the  Union  ;  ^nd  if 
the  war  is  to  be. carried  on  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  still  a  law  to  be  executed, 
although  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United' States^ 
and  he  could  see  no  reason  why  the  miliiia  could 
not  be  called  forth  (o  execute  it.  Ii^deed,  it  is  one 
of  those  laws  to  the  execution  of  which  force  isio.- 
dtspensably.  and  properly  applicable;  and  if  the 
laws  can  have  a  leffitimate  influence  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  the  power'of  Congress 
over  the  militia'  must  be  co-cxtensive  with  the 
Jaws,  which  are  thus  required  to  be  executed.  He 
woakl  onlf  observe  farther,  thativheb  this. sub- 
ject was*  more  particularly  brought  into  discus- 
sioD  upon  a  former  occasion,  it  was  said,  that 
even  in  Great  Britain,  the  militia  could  not  be 
ordered  out  of  Great  Britain ;  no,  not  even  to 
Ireland.  But  it  should  now  be  recollected,  thiit 
since  that  tinoe^  the  British  Parliament,  without 
even  a  question  as  to  the  right,  has  ord^ed  Brit- 
i^  militia  to  Ireland,  and  Irish  militia  to  Great, 
BriUin«  Twenty-six  .regiments  are  sard  to  be 
transposed  at  this  time.  • 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  in  considering  the  peculiar 
geographical  situation  of  the  United  States,  with 
eokmies  at  each  end  of  them^  belonging  to  pow- 
erful distant  nations,  with  which  we  may  be  often 
brought  into  •collision,  ir  would  jbe  unfortunate 
for  the  United  States  if  the  iniljtia  bordering  oo 
the  lines  of  separation  could  not  be  called  fprth 
for  any  purpose  of  chastiseiinent,  or  any  other  ob- 
iect  the  Government  might  have  in  view,. in  re- 
lation to  those  colonic?  or  their  respective  mother 
countries.  If  snch-  be  (he  unfortunate  organiza- 
tioD  or  interpretation  of  the  Constitution,  an 
amendment  foir  remedying  so  important  a  defect 
ought  to  be  instantly  proposed  and  adiopted.  Its 
iBconvenienee  is  now  sensibly  felt,  in*  precluding 
all  reliance  upon  that  important  auxiliary  force. 
Gkailemen;  however,  ^pqrpose  to  remedy  this  de- 
feet,  by  a  volanteer  force.  Mr.  G  said,  he  would 
not  reject,  nor  did  he  mean  to  disparage,  this 
species  of  force.  But,  from  the  nature,  of  its 
organization,  it  cannot  be  suited  to  offensive  war, 
mor  to  the  occupation  of  a  country  after  it  should 
be  taken.  He  had  been  told  too,  by  military  gen- 
tlemen. withoDt  exception,  that  it  was  always 
found  to  be  the  most  expensive  and  least  efficient 
foree.   He  hardly  expected  to  have  heard  it  relied 

rfor  the  contemplated  object,  by  the  honor- 
mover,  beeause  be  thought  gentlemen  con- 


curred with  the  other  experienced  military  gentle- 
men in  these  respects. 

,  Mr.  G.  said,  upon  an  impartial  view  of  all  the 
considerations  he  bad  the  honor  to  suggest,  he 
thouffht  it  was  demonstritted,  that  the  force  pro- 
posed was  not  more  than  competent  to  the  objects 
of  the  Government^  and  that  a  smaller  number 
would  correspond  neither  with  the  national  spirit 
nor  expectations.  He  would  therefore  proceed 
to  consider,  whether  the  number  proposed  ex- 
ceeded the  national  capacity  to  furnish. 

It  will  appear)  said  Mr.  G.,  from  the  censbs 
lately  taken,  that  the  population  of  the  United 
States  is  perhajf>s  not  less  than  seven  and  an  half 
millions  of  soul?.  Now,  sir,  this  must  be;^  popu- 
lation of  a- most  extraordinary  character,  and  un* 
der  the  influence  of  a  governm^t  of  a  most  ex- 
traordinary organization,  if  it  cannot  command 
the  services  of  thirty  fi^ve  thousand  men^upon  the 
most  extraordinary  exigencies.  But  we  are  not 
without  a*  memorable  experiment -upon  the  popu- 
lation and  Government  of  the  United  States^  at 
a  former -period.  In  1775^  1776,  we  commenced 
the'  RevolQiioDary  War  with  Great  Britain,  with 
a  population  very  little,  if  at  all,  e;[ceeding  two 
millions  of  souis."*^  Let  us  see  the  number  of 
regular  troops,,  not  merely  voted,  but  actually 
brought  intb  the  field,  and  paid  for  their  services 
during  the  whole  of  that  war.  They  are  as  fol- 
low: Total  in  'pay^  in  1775,  27,443;  in  1776, 
46,891;  in  1777,  84,820^  1779,27,699;  1780,  21^ 
016;  1781,13,392;  1782,  14,25^;  1783,13,476. 
These  are  the  regular  troops  actually  in  pay,  ex- 
chisive^of  militia. 

.  In  making  tliis,  comparative  estimate,  he  wae 
willing^ in  these  degenerate  days,  to  give  twp,  nay, 
three  for  one.'  over  the  population  of  1775  and 
1776;  and  it  wlDuld  appear,  that  the  committee  had 
not  drawn  upon  th^  existing  population  beyond 
moderation.  With  a  double,  nay  threefold  popu- 
lation ;  with' more  than  quaarupled  pecuniary  re- 
sources; with  a  capacity  for  fornishrng  munitions 
of  war  above  one 'hundred  fold,  the  committee 
prpposed  to  draw  upoq  the  existing  population 
for  thirty-five  tbpusaad  regular  troops  in  the 
whole.  Ip  1776  there  were  aetually  in  the  field 
an4  paidj  forty-six  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and 
ninety«one  regular  troops,  exclusive  of  militia. 
Great  Britfiio,  with  a  population  of  but  little 
more  than  double  that  of  the  United  States;  la- 
bbring  too  under  a  debt  of  more  than  Betea 
hupdred  milhons  of  pounds  sterlinff,  has,  at  this 
time,  in  her^Jand  and  naval  service,  perhaps, 
three  hundred  thousand  meo ;  yet  an  alarm  seems 
to  be  produced  here  by  a  proposition  to  call  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  thirty-five  thou- 
sand qaen.  This  too  for  repelling  the  accessions 
of  the  same  Great  Britain  we  encountered  in 
1775  and  1776;  and  for  the  same  cau^e.  Yea, 
sir;  it  is  as  much  a^^estion  of  independenee 
aow,  as  it  was  then.  It  was'  then  a  q^iestion, 
whether  Great  Britain  should  impose, a  tax  of 


*  Population  of  the  United  Slate^,*  at  four  several 
periods,  viz:  1780,2,051,000;  1790,3,939,336;  1800, 
6,308,666;  1810,7,389,903. 
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three  peDc«  per  ponBd  on  tea,  when  Id  our  colonial 
state.    It  is  now  a  question  whether  Great  Bril- 
4tiii  shall  regulate  bv  force  the  whole  of  our  com- 
merce, in  contempt  and  Violation  of  the  laws  of 
Batio^os,  wiieb  we  affect  to  be  in  an  independent  v 
«tate.    If,'  sir,  our  fathers  had  condescended  to 
calculate  the  cc^ts  of  a  tax  of  three  pence  on'  a 
pound  of  tea,  compared  with  the  costs  of  the  war 
for  achieving  our  independence,  as  som^  of  their 
aoAs  are  now  doing  witir  respect  to  the  value  of 
our  conimerce  submiited  to  the  regulation  of 
Great  Qritain,  we  should  ^ot  now  have  it  in  our 
^wer  to  degrade  their  memories,  by  the  profli- 
ffate  abandonment  of  thei  independence  achieved 
for  lis  by  the  profusion  of  their  Mood  and  treasure. 
And  what,  sir,  b^ttne  of  the  forty-sii  thousand 
alight  hunared  aad  ninety  one  men  raised  .to  op- 
pose Great  Britain  in  1776?     We  know,  they 
were  often  compelled  to  fly  |[>efore  superior  Brit.- 
Ish  forces,  and  by  4he  waste  of  the  war  and  short 
enlistments,  were  reduced  in  1783,  to  13,476.   Yet 
we  stem  now  to  be  willjng  to  fall  into  this  vLme 
fotal  error*-ahd  for  wliat?  and  foV  what  cause  ? 
From  groundless  and  visionary  fears  "of  th^  pos^ 
aible^  influence  of  regular  troops  upon  our  liber- 
ties.   But,  sir,  these  feai^ ,  come  too  late.  .  Th^y 
skoold  have  coofi^  upon  us  lon^  ago.    k  is  too 
Iste  to  say)  we  are  more  afrafd'  or  the  <  means  6f 
annoyance,  than  the  enemy  to  |i>^'aniioyed.    We 
ought  to  have  submitted  lonjf  ago.   We  have  now 
taken  t&e  ground  of  resistance,  and  cannot  re- 
eede.    Jrle  hoped  that  the  consideraiioas  urged. 
tb«  other  day  upon  this  sirbject,  were  sufficient 
to  demonstrate  the  fallacy  of  these  alarms,. and 
their  unfortunate  tendency  in  relation  to  the  pub-^ 
lie  welfkre  in  the  present  st&te  of  out  affairs. 
Upon  these  views  of  the  whol^  subject,  he  tirusited 
that  the  Senate  would  concur  with  the  commit- 
tee in  opinion,  ^hat  the  number  pf  ^xkien  recom- 
nended  bnc^ttoo  ffreatfor  the  purposes  of  the 
€b>rernment,  nor  beyond  the  convenient  »bil^ 
ities  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  now  proceed  to  tt^e  tee- 
derest  point  of  this  disoussion-^tlHi  decrepit  ^tate 
of  the. Treasury  Departments  Mr. G.  saia,.  he  did 
not  think  this  the  true  standard  for  estiAiatinjg  the 
Dftti^al  resources,  ner  energies;  nor  for  estiipat- 


gentlemen  who  express  so  m«oh  concern  for  tbe 
treasury  Departipent.  te|l  us  that  the  gentlemaa 
at  the  head  of  that  Department   possesses  the 
most  splendid  financial  talents,  dtc.    Mr.'G.  said, 
he  hoped  he  did ;  aW  he  was  not  disposed  to  de- 
tract aught  from  this  inHpressfon ;  but  he  cookl 
npt  help  remarking  that  he  should  feel  more  eoa^ 
fidence  in  that  gentleman's  finandtal  reputation, 
if  it  were  founded  more  on  facts^  and  less  on  ru- 
mor and  anticipa|ion%  The  honorable  Secretary's 
ffnancial  reputation  was  made  to  his  hands  by- 
others.    He  had' little  or. no  share  in  it.    He  has 
annually  given  us  the  most  lucid  views  of  the 
amount  and  manner  of  revenue  received  at  the 
Treasut'y,  which  was  provided  by  others,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  disbursed  for  the 
purposes  oT  the  Government.    But  this  is  no  dif- 
ficult task,  and  is  no  evidence  oi  financial  skill, 
which  he  understood  to  consist  in  the  facility  of 
getting  die  most  money  into  the  Treasury,  with 
the  least  inconvenience  to  the  contributors.     He 
was  not  disposed,  however,  to  complain  pf  this 
inactivity  on  the  part  of  the  honorablrSeeretary, 
because  the  Gh)vernmeaC  had  never  called  upon 
JTim  for'gi'eater  exertions,  and,  perhaps,  had  no 
occasion  to  have  made  such  i^  call,  Jtintil  about 
three  years  ago.    But,  sir,  what  doe3  this  gaatle- 
man  tell  us,  upon  whose  splendid  talents  we  all 
rely  ?    That  the  national  resources  are  equal  lo 
all  the  national  exigencies.    In  his  last  rqiorl,,  he 
says,  in  substance^  there  can  b«  no  doubt  of  the 
ability  and  the  will  of  the  nation  to  furnish  all 
,tbe  necessary  supplies^.    If,  theb,  reliance  caa  be 
placj^d  on  his  splendid  financial  talents,  only  give 
them  scope  for  action  ^  apply  them  to  toe  natmial 
ability  and  will ;  let  them  perform  the  simple  task 
pi'  pointing  to  the  trudi»aatt#.o]»^a«dt  /  and  what 
reason  have  we  to  despair  of  the  Republic  ?  What 
reason  have  we  to  doubt  of  the  abundance  of  the 
Treasury  sppplies?     Un.iil  now  the  honorable 
Secretlirv  has  had  no  scope  for  the  demonstration 
of  his  splendid  financiid  ta}en^    Of  all.the  rev- 
enues receivable  at  the  Treasury,  he  knew  of  but 
i)ne  fund  for  n^hich  we  are  indebted  to  the  sug- 
gesjtion  d*  that  gentleman.  That  is  what  is  called 
the  Mediterranean  fund ;  and  that-  \a  aaaually 
prescuifed  to  us  in  a  v^ry  awkward*  aiid  erooked 


ing  the  means  necessary  for  repelling  aggressions  ,fbAn.    But,  agi^inst  this  may  be  placed  the  repeal 


apon  our  national  rights ;  nor4s  it  the  one  recoov- 
mended  tn  the  Prcbideni's  responsible  Messase. 
Biit  the  honorable  mover  had  said  itdemaniM 
and  ought  to  receive  oxxt  first  attention.  He.com- 
plainiNi,  too,  that  Mr,  G.  had  said  the  objects  at 
atake  were  too  great  for  counting  the  costa  Mr. 
Q.  said  this  wae  not  precisely  the  view  he  had 
before  presented  on  this  part  of  the  subject.  The 
opinion  he  ezpre^ed  was.  that  there  would  be  an 
economy  in  furnishing  means  sufficient  to  effect 
your  objects ;  that  the  costs  could  not  be  deemed 
excetsrve,  which  would  insure  soipeess ;  but  if  you 
dealt  out  your  means  so  sparingly  as  to  fail  of 
year  object,  it  would  thed  become  prodigal  waste 
and  profusidn  of  economy.  To  this  opinion  he 
atill  adhered;  and  be  thought  there  never  was  an 
occasion  where  the  remark  would  apply  with 
more  force  and  propriety  than  at  pcesdat.    The  I  correct  in  a  tingle  individual,  ia  the  othechraac 


of  the  salt  tax ;  one  of  the  most  improvident 
measures  evei^^adopted  by  this  or  any  other  6ov- 
erjiment.  He  presumed  the  Secretary,  at  lea^, 
yielded  his  assent  to  tl^  measure.  Mr.  G.  said, 
he  w^s  extremely  o]j>posed  to  this  meaaure  at  the 
time  of  its  adoption ;  h^d  twice  reported  against 
It,  as  the  chairman  c^  a  committee,  to  wham  cbe 
subject  was  referred;  and  he  believed  it  was  twice 
rejected  by  this  honorable  body.  His  single  vote, 
be  believed^  turned  the  scale.  He  should  have 
peislevered  in  his  opposition,  notwithalanding  the 

fmpttlar  err  raisied  ^t  the  lime ;  but  he  yielded  at 
engtb  toaaimpbsingclatn)  urged  on  him  by  inW 
members  of  the  House  of  Represeatativea.  The 
House,  of  Representatives  was  peculiarly  intrust- 
ed by  the  Constitution  with  the  power  of  raisiag 
cevenue ;  and  it  .could  hardly  be  ooosidered  as 
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of  the  LegislatQte,  to  pat  hU  v«etQ  to  a  measure,  io 
rdatioii  to  rryenoe,  which  was  racommeoded  by 
so  large  a  roajoritf  of  that  hraDc)i,  to  whose  dis- 
cretion ail  subjects  of  rerenue  were  intrusted  in 
a  peculiar  naanneF.  Tathis  claim,  and  the  very 
high  reapeci  he  entertained^ for  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, he  yielded  a  reluctaqt  consent,  upon 
cofidiiion  that  tbe-repeal  should  be  postponed  until 
one  month  after  the  meetinff  of  the. next  session 
of  Congress,  and  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
Uybs  would  again  review  and  conj^der  the. sub- 
ieet.  The  month  elapsed  without  re-enactiag  the 
Jaw,  and  the  tax  ceased. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  never  gave  a  vote  more  affaiost 
the  convictions  of  his  own  judgment  than  he  did 
on  that  occasion,  althongb  the  iivotive  was  one 
which  he  conceived  ought  to  exempt  hfm  from 
censure.  If  gentlemen  will  now  oHiltiply  the 
product  of  that  tax,  by  the  number  of  years  since 
It  was-takei^  ofi^  they  would  find  it  would  h^ye 
produced  all  the  sums  which-  have-  since  been 
called  for  by  loans,  provided  no  greater  expendi- 
tures had  been  ii^urred  by  the  Government  than 
have  tak^n  place.  Besides  the  diminutipo  of 
Treasury  funds,  it  has  had  the  most  baneful  in* 
fiuence  upon,  the  salt  worjcs  which  Jiad  been 
established  under  it3  protection,  and  which  would, 
under  the  influence.of  the  same  protection,  in  a 
very  short  time,  have  rendered  as  independent  of 
foreign  nationafor  the  supply  of  this  article  of  the 
first  necessity.  He  was  not  4lisposed^  however, 
on  these  accounts,  to  distrust  tire  splendid  financial 
talenu  of  the  honorable  Secretary;  aUho^gh 
candor  compelled  him  to  acknpwled[ge  that  he 
should  feel  more  confidence*  in  them,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  unwiiliagness  evidently  manifested 
by  that  gentlen^ab  himself,  during  the  last  three 
years,  in  affording  their  usefulness  to,  the  Goy-' 
eroment,  in  times  which  imperiously  demanded 
their  full  and  prompt  exertions. 
Mr.  G.  said  the  recession  of  lh<9'  Treasury  De- 

Sartment  from  the  trying. difficulties  of  the  nation 
uring  th^t  period,  must  be  evident  to  every  im- 
partial observer^  and  he  belleved'be  was  acquaint- 
ed with  circu distances  which  amounted  to. a. 
knowledge  that  ail  the  measures  which  have  dis- 
honored the  nation  during  the  saifietime,  ar^,  in 
a  great  degree,  attributable  to  the  indisposition  of 
the  late  and  present  Administration  to  press  on 
the  Treasury  Department,'  and  to  disturh  the 
popularity  and  repose  of  the  gentleman  at  the' 
head  of  it.  That  the  inexecution  of  the  embargo 
is  properly  attributable  to  thai  cause,  he  had  no 
doubt;  and  notwithstanding  all  the  clamor  upon 
that  subject,  its  inexecutipn  produced  its  repeal. 
The  Executive  ref\]sed  to  incur  the  expense,  and 
accept  the  means  necessary  for  its  effectual  exe-. 
ention;  which,  he  believed,  would  have  been 
readily  and  zealously  granted  by  Oongiressopon 
the  Executive  request,  at  any  momenta  When 
w^  wiere  driten  from  that  maasore  by  the  inexe- 
cution of  the  laW)  ibie  honowblebody  ppoiyietd  a 
substitute,  in  his  judgment  infinitely  belter  cal- 
eulated  to  retrieve  the  honor  and  promote  the  in- 
terest of  the  nation,  th^n  the  emhargo-itiielf.  It 
was  dope  too  against  the  known  l^od  aniious 


opposition  of  the  Exect^tivd,  acting,  he  believed, 
under  the  same  uofortttnate  iofi.uenee.     This 
measure  consisted  in  presenting>tothe  aggressiojp 
belligerents  an,  impartial  and  honorable  proposi- 
tion for  accommodation;  and  in^  the,  event  of  its 
rejection*  to  it^sue  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
against  the  refusing  nation.    This  measure  was 
so  stronglyr  and  obviously  recommended  by  the 
peculiar  c^cumstances  under  which   we  wfre 
coercively  k>laced  by  both  the  belligerents^  that 
he  was  astonished  at  the  anxious  opposition  it 
received}  and  to  the  success  xtf  that  opposition, 
after  the  embargo  was  abandoned j  may  clearly 
be  traced  all  our  present  sufferings  and  degrada- 
tions.   Both  the  belligerents  had  determined  that 
we  should  be  no  longer  neutral ;  and  had  adopted 
Ihe  most  injurious  measures  Ta  relatipn  to  U3}  to 
coerce  us  into  the  war;  each  urging  osto  war 
against  its  enemy^   ^Yhat  was  ^he  proper  and 
inanly  wp\y  tp  these  ajggressing  nations  f    Here 
is  a  prpposition  of  accomo^odation  to  each  of  you ; 
if  either  accepts,  we  pledj^e  ourselves  tp  issueiet- 
ters  of  marque  and  reprisal  ag&iust  tha  other,  it 
refusing''t|ie  accommodation.    This  waathe  very 
situation  in  which  each  wished  to  |>lace  asaffaiost 
its  enemy;  and  of  course  both  would  prooably 
nave  accepted  the  proposition ;  one.  or  other  cer- 
tainly would ;  and  if  the«acceptance  of  one  befoi^ 
the  other  would  have  produced  a  state  of  hostili- 
ties against  this  other,  it  would  have  been  of  very 
short  conthiuaocei  because  neither  pf  them  ^oula 
fiiM}  aoy^iaterest  in  a  war  agaidst  -us,  and  ^aflh 
wished  us  to  take  a  part  in  the  war,  not  against 
itself,  but  against  its  enemy ;  and  per))ap^  tha  ao* 
commodatipn  would  not  be  the  less  durable  for 
baying  heen  sealed  with  blood.    This  meaaure 
was  npi  opposed  upon  its  intrinsic  merits  nor  da- 
meritSj  but  it  req.uired  to  be  baej^ed  with  othar 
measures  of  preparation  and  expense,  fiiid  hienae 
t|ie  ceal  cause  of  its  failure.    The  practical  uu" 
derstaiulii^g  of  the  rejectioa  of  this  measure,  both 
at  home  and'  abroad,  v^as  submission  to  the  bel- 
ligerent aggressions}  or,  in  other  ^ord$,  natwit^h- 
standiag  all  our  previous  patriotic  speeches  and 
rie^solutioos,  we  were  determined  not  to  resist  by 
force.    And  wl^t  has-been  the  result  of  this  eoa- 
yictipn  on  the  part  of  the.^elli^erents^  of  submis- 
sion Qu  our.  ptrt  ?    Great  Britain  immediately 
disi^vQwed.an  arrangement  made  by  Mr.  Erskine, 
,under  the  influence  of  inatruetions  given  under 
a  contrary  convictiofi,  a  convictioi)  produced  by 
the  measures  of  this  body,  and'by  a  report  made 
by  a  getvtleman,  then  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Represems^tives,  apd  whom  he  then^  saw  with 
pleasure  on  this  floor,  and  a  resolifiion^optedin 
consequence  of  that  report.    This  resolution  de- 
clared our  deternaination  to  resist  the  belligerent 
aggressions,  with  only  two  disseotienx  votes.   The 
nleasu'res  of  this  Housej  without  any  declaration, 
were  calculated  to  produce  the  same  con v lotion. 
In  this  state  of  things  Mr.  Erskine  received  his 
instructions,  and  a  satisfactory  arraogenaant  with 
Great  JBritaia  was.the  consequence;  but  the  mo- 
mant  Great  Britain  found  we  had  receded  from 
our  own  ground,  and  falsified  our  professions,  shie 
disavowed  the  arrangement,  and^aow  persevere 
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iQ  bostile  inflexibility.  Hew  did  Franeeaet upon 
beiD^  apprized  of  this  ioiprovideot  and  fatal  r6- 
cessioii  t  Her  Bmperor  iid mediately  seized  and 
confi«eated  all  your,  property  within  hia  control ; 
and  bis  Minister  officially  told  us  that  be  would 
have  expected,  something  more  from  a  Jamaica 
Assembly!  It  is  n6t  to  be  presumed  that  Great 
Britain  and  Fr'atice  acted  in  cOiicert  upon  tbis 
unfbrtunate  occasfon ;  and,  therefore,  the  ainalo- 
gojis  conduct  of  each  must  be'proof  positive  of 
ihe  practical  understanding  and  efibct  of  oar  de- 
precajted  recession.  It  was  a  declaration  of  sttb-% 
mission,  as  far  as  submission  consists  in  refusii>g 
resistance  by  force.  The  Gk)Yernment  seems 
now  sensible  of  this  fatal  ^rror,  and  ts  determined 
to  retrieve  it;  but,  he  was  sorry  to  observe,  wHh 
Xneasores  as  inefficient  upon  the  principle  of  re- 
sistance by  force,  as  were  commercial  restriction, 
in  a  sabstitution  of  that  principle.  And  when 
we  look  for  the  causes  of  this  deplorable  ineffi- 
ciency, they  re$olve  tbenfbelv'es,  as  heretofore, 
into  tenderness:  for  (he  Treasury  Departioent,  &c. 

Mr.  Q.  said,  that  whilst  upon  this  most  un- 
pleasant part  of  the  subject,  he  wished ^to  be  in- 
dulged jn  a  few  observations  upon  the  st^te  of 
our  public  debt ;  because  tbis  subiect,  in  the  hands 
of  a  skilful  financier, '  had  been  the-  most  efficient 
weapon  ibr  bea^ng  diown  all  the  measures  which 
he  believed  were  best  calculated  to-  support  the 
character  and  pi^mote  the  interests  of  this  coun- 
try.'  Mr.  G.  said  it  had  always  given  him  pleas- 
ure to<see  that  debt  in  a  rapid  state  of  reduction, 
and  he  had  «t  all  times  given  his  aid  to/acilitate 
that  object. 

■  We  had,  honOi'ever,  experienced  the  effects  of  a 
debt,  of  kbove  $80,000,000,  now  reduced  to  perliaps 
$40,000,000,  yet  this  difference  of  the  amount  of  debt 
had  never  been  felt  by  s^ociety.  It  had  produced 
DO  sensible  effect,  upon  ^he  cbmibon  intercourse 
amongst  men  in  their  pecuniary  affairs.  He  asked 
evei-y  gentleman  to  reflect  and  recolleet^  whether, 
in  his  pecuniary  arrangements,  he  ever  tti^k  into 
his  calculations  the  present,  compared  with  tbe 
former  state  of  the  public  debt  ?  For  his  part,  he 
said,  he  should  never  have  kndWn  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  debt,  but  for  the  annual  Treasury  Re- 
port. ThtB  reasov  why  a  debt  of  eighty  millions 
of  dollars  is  not  feh  in  the  United  States,  is,  that 
the  amount  is  so  entirely  within  their  ability. 
Now,  sir.  18  it  not  inflnitely  better  to  restore  the 
debt  to  its  former  amount,  or  -more,  when  we 
know  from  experience  bow  Httle  influence  it  4ias 
on  society,  ana  that  influence  will  mecessaVHy  be 
diminish^  in  proportion  to  our  increase  in  wealth 
and  population,  than  ta surrender  the  amallest  at- 
tribute of  the  national  sovereignty  ? 

Mr^  "Q.  said,  before  he  concluded,  he  bes^ged 
permission  to  observe,  that  particular  individuals . 
suppOsf^  they  had  an  interest  in  imputiiig  to  him 
a  wish  to  involve  this  nation  in  a  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  had  accordingly  reproached  him  fvitb 
the  most  unworthy  epithets.  He  said,  no  gentle- 
man present  wished  for  peace,  or  deprecated  war 
with  Great  Britain,  more  than  bimself.  He  said, 
he  hoped'he  was  not  blind  to  his  own  interests, 
nor  the  interests  of  those  inhabiting  the  same 


scene  of  country  with  himself^  It  was  imperious- 
ly their  interest,  not  only  to  preserve  peace  with 
Gretet  Britain,  but  a  free  commercial  intercourse 
with  her.  Grain  was  the  principal  product  for  eac- 
portatiou  in  that  part  of  the  country ;  Gb-eat  Brit- 
ain was  almost  at  all' times  in  want  of  that  arti- 
cle^ and  was  at  this  moment  giving  very  high 
prices  for  it.  The  country  was  generally  in  & 
yery  prosperous  cOtadition,  in  consequence  of  this 
state  of  tnings,  and  it  could* not  be  desirable  to 
chan  j;e  it.  But  he  never  could  see  the  incompati- 
bility between  the  desire  of  preserving  peace,  and 
a  preparation  to  meet  unavoidable  war.  It  ap- 
pears now  to  be  almost  universally  agreed  that  if 
this  cotnrse  had.beeti  heretofore  pursued,  it  would 
have  insuted  peace  ;  and  if  war  should  now  come, 
it  would  be  in  consequence  of  the  fatal  rejection 
of  the  proposed  measures  of  preparation  for  war. 
In  fact,  there  is  no  sounder  pmxitn^  the.^  that  a 
preparation  for  w^r  was  the  surest  means  of  pre- 
serving peacev  If  in  this  moment,  in  consulting^ 
his  0]wu  >tnd  the  nation^s  interest,  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace,  he  were  called  on  to  decide  merely 
in  reference  to  that  object,  whether  we  should 
now  raise  thirty  thousand  men  (his  favorite  num- 
ber) or  ten  thousand,  or  no  men  at  ail,  he  would 
certainly  prefer  the  thirty  theu^nd. 

If  you  bad  tbirtv  thousand  men  on  the  confines 
of  Canada,  Great  Britain  would  then  believe  you 
were  in  earnest.  She  would.know  that  after  that 
force  was  raised,  it  must  be  applied  to  its  objectd, 
and  she  would  of  course  begin  to  calculate  its 
consequences.  If  she  found  that  the  inconveni- 
encles  of  opposing  such  a  forced  would  not  be  com- 
pensated for  by  her  bostile  aggressions,  she  would 
probably  abandon  them.  If  she  thought  that  by 
the  chances  of  war  an  obedient  and  friendly  col- 
ony might  be  converted  into  an  enemy's  eoua- 
trj,  it  would  aflord  'a  great  inducement  to  her  to 
avoid  the  war.  If  she  founda  hostile  population 
approaching  Halifax,  the  inducement  would  be 
inci^eased  ;  for  that  Ts  the  point  nearest  her  heart ; 
and  she  would  risk  much  in  its  protection.  It  is 
important  to  her,  as  a'  protectioa  to  her  West  In- 
di^,  dec.  Besides,  the  war  would  deprive  her  of 
her  best  commercial  customer,  dbc.,  dec.  These 
and  similar  considerations  might  ind-oce  her  to 
prefer  peace.  Without  presenting  a  competent 
military  force,  perfectly  prepared  and  placed  ia 
a  situation  for  action,  none  of  these  inducements 
for  the  preservation  of  peace  will  be  presented  to 
the  British  Cabinet.  But  if,  disregarding  these 
considerations,  she*  should  prefer  w^r,  no  gentle- 
man can  seriously  conclude  that  even  thirty  thou- 
sand additional  troops  can  be  too  many  tor  the 
purposes  of  war. 

NoTi — Observe  the  ehronok>gical  statettent  of  the 
following  facts,  and  mark  the  .obvious  cOune  of  cause 
and  elfec^ 

.    HOVSB  OV  RiFBBSXSTATIVBS — Dtc  19,  1308. 

The  quesUen  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  Ibllow- 
i  Bg  retolutioii,  io  wit : 

«*  Reaohed,  That  the  United  Sutes  cahnot  without  a 
sacr^ce  of  their  rights,  honor  and  independence',  sub- 
mit Io  the  late  edicts  of  Great  BrtUin  and  France.*' 
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And  rtaoHed  in  the  afBrmativi 
as  follows: 

YmAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  W.  Alston,  L.  Aktop,  Ba  - 
con.  Bard,  Barker,  Bassett,  Blackledge,  Blake,  Blooni, 
Bojd,  Boyle,  Brown^  Burwell,  Botler,  Calhoun,.  G.  W. 
Csmpb^  Champion,  Chittenden,  Clay,  Clopton,  Col- 
peper.  Cults,  Davenport,  Dawson,  Deane,  Deriia,  Bnrell, 
£Uiot,  Ely,  Findley,  Fiik,  Franklin,  Gardner,  Qamett, 
Gholsoo,  Goodwyn,  Gray,^  Green;  Harris,  Ueister, 
Helms,  HoHand,  Holmes,  Howard,  Humphreys,  lUley, 
J.  G.  J«ckson,  R.  S.  Jackson,  Jenkins,  Johnson,  Jones, 
KeUy,  Kenan,  Key,  Kirkpatriok)  Lambert,  Lewis!  Lloyd, 
Love,  Macon>  Marion,  Masters,  MoCreery,  Milnor,  D. 
Mootgomery,  N.  R.  Moore,  T.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, John  if orrow,  Mdseley,  Mumferd,  Nelson,  New- 
bold,  Newton;  Nicholas,  ntkin,  JPorter,  Quincy,  Ran- 
dol]^  Rem  of  PennsyWania,  lihea  of  Tennessee,  J. 
Richsrdss  M.  Richards,  Russell,  8ay«  Seaver,  Shaw, 
fflosn.  Smelt,  Smilie,  J.  K.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Southard, 
BUnlbrd,  Stedman,  Stbrer,  Sturges,  TaggarC  Tall- 
msdge,  Taylor, Thompson,  Trigg,  Troup,  Upbam,  Van 
AUen,  Van  Horn,  Van  Rensselaer,  Verplanck,  Whar- 
ton, Whitehill  Wiibour,  Williams,  A.  Wilson,  N.  WU- 
soD,  and  Winn. 

Nats — Messrs.  CUrdenier  and  Hoge. 

Hie  report  of  the  Oomraittee  on  our  Foreign  Rela- 
tims,  poshiTely  declared,  that  there  were  but  three  al- 
IcniatiTes  left  to  the  United  States  by  the  beUigerents : 
snbaigo,  submission,  or  war. 

Of  courw  the  resistance  mentioned  in  the  rqsolbtion, 
was  intended  to  be  resistance  by  force^— not  by  com- 
merctd  restriction.  Look  forward  at  tho  infidelity 
manifested  to  the  principle  of  this  resolution  ;  and  re- 
flect upon  its  disastrous  consequences.  Attempts  arc 
now  industriously  making  to  cast  the  pilblic  odium 
upon  those,  who  could  not  be  driven  from  this  wise, 
manly  and  pledged  polidy.  Do  they  deserve  it  ?  '  Why 
are  sndl  attempt^  made  ?  ^ 

Is  Sevatb— f>^.  20,  ia09. 

The  bin  **  to  interdict  the  eomnercial  intoroourse  be- 
tween the  United  StatM  and  G^at  Britain  and  France, 
and  their  dCependendds,  and  ior  other  pmposes,"  was 
nad  the  second  time,  and  eonsidered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  amended.  . 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Rbkd,  to  strike  out  of  the  11th 
section,  the  following  words:  "  And  to  cause  t<)  be  is- 
soed,  under  suitable  pledges  and  precautions,  letters. 
of  marque  and  reprisal  against  the  nation  thereafter 
continuing  in  force  its  unlawfhf  edicts  against  thf 
commerce  of  the  United  States  :*' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatire--*yea8  11,  nays 
14,  as  follows  ( 

TxA»— Messrs.  Condit,  Franklin,  Crilman,  Good- 
ridi,  Hillhouse,  Lloyd,  Mathewson,  Parker,  Pickering, 
Reed,  and  Sumter^U. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Crawford,  Gaillard,  Giles, 
Giegg,  Howland,  MiUedge,  Moore,  Robinson,  SmiUii»f 
Iftsylasd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee, 
and  Tumei^U. 

February  t% 

Teas  and  Nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  inter- 
fictthe  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
Slates  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  de- 
icodencies,  and  for  othdr  purposed : 

TiAs— Messrs.  Anderson,  Condit,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lad,  Giles,  Gregg,  Howland.  Kitehell,  Leib,  Mathew- 
son, Meigs,  MiOedge,  Mitchill,  Moord,  Pope,  Robinsoh, 


-yeas  118,  nays  2,'  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ten- 
'  nessee,  Thruston,  and  Tiffin-^d-l. 

Kats — Messrs.  Bay»rd,  Crawford,  Oilman,  Good- 
rich, Hillhouse,  Lloyd,  Parker,  Pickering,  Reed,  Sum- 
torv  Turner,  and  White^lS. 


Housi  OF  RipaisixTATiTES— 'Fe6.  24,  1809. 

On  the  question,  that  the  House  do  concur  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  of  the  eleventh 
section  of  the  above-mentioned  l)ill  the  following 
words :  '*  and  to  cause  to  be  issued,  under  suitable  pledges 
and  precautions,  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  against 
the  nation  thereafter  continvling  in  force  its  unlawful 
edicts  against  the  commerce  of  tb^  United  States  :^* 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  as  foHows :  Yeas 
74,  nays  88: 

Yeas — Messn.  Alexander,  W.  Alston,  Bacon,  Bar- 
ker{  Bibb,  Blackledge,  Blake,  Blount,  .Boyd,  Boiler, 
Champion,  Cook,  Culpeper^  D^a,  Durelli  Elliot,  Ely, 
Eppes,  Findley,  Frankliur  Gamett,  Grholson,  Goodwyn, 
Harris,  Helms,  Humphreys,  Ilsley,  R.  S.  Jackson,  Jonfs, 
KelljF)  Kenan,  .Lambert,  Lewi«,  Livermore,  Lloyd, 
Lyon,  Maooii,  Marion,  Masters,  Milnor,  John  Morrow, 
Moseley,  Mumford,Newbold,  Puffh,  Quincy,  Randolph, 
Riker,  Rowan,  Sloan,  J.  K.  Smith,  S.  Smith,  Southard, 
Stanford,  Steuman,  Storer,  Sturges,  Swart,  Taggart, 
Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Upham,  AUa  Allen,  Van  Cort- 
landt.  Van  Dyke,  Van  Rensselaer,  Verplanck,  White- 
hill,  Wilbur,  Wilfiams,  and  Wilson— 74. 

NATs-^Messrs.  Bard,  Bassett,  Boyle,  Brown;  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  Cuttft,  Deane,  Desha,  Fisk,  Green,  Hol- 
land, Holmes,  Johnson,  Love,  McCreery,  John  Motit- 
gomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore>  Tfaomfts'  Moore,  Newton^ 
Nicholas,  Porter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, J.  Richards;  Mattirias  Richards,  Say,  Seaver, 
Smilie,  John  Smith,  Taylor,  Wilson,  and  Winn-*-38» 

l3f  Sksate-^F^^  28,  1809. 
'  The  ^enat^  proceeded  to  Consider  the  amendmento . 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bHl,  entitled 
"An  act  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
twjeen  the  Utiited  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purooses.** 

On  the  question  to  agreie  to  the  ameMment  of  die 
eleventh  kection,  as  follows :  ■  Strike  out  the  words, 
**And  to4sause  to  be  isvued,  under  suitable  pledges  and 
precautions;  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  against  the 
nation  thereafter  <^ntinuing  in  fbrce  ite  unlawful  ediets 
against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States:" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmativo-F^eas  17,  nays 
11,  asfoUowf:  ,  . 

,  YsAs — Messry.  Anderson,  Bmrd,  Bradley,  Condit, 
Fraiiklin,  Gregg,  Howland,  kitehell,  Mathewsoa, 
Meigs,  Mitchill,  Parker,  Popei,  Reed,  Sumter,  Tiffin, 
luid  White. 
,  Nats— Messrs,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gihnan,  Goodrich, 
Hillhouse,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Milledge,  Moore,  Pickering, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  and  Turner. 

^  Mr.  Erskinc's  instructions  were  g^veri  on  the  23d  ef 
January,  1809,  and  his  arrangement  proclaimed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Stetes  on  the  19th  of  April, 
1809.  This  arrangement  was  disavowed  by  the  srit-' 
ish  Government  on  the  24th  of  May,  1809. 

The  French  Rombonillet  decree  took  pliuM  dn  the 
23d  Match,  1810. 

When  Mr.  Oilbs  had  concluded,  Mr.  Ander- 
son rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  ANDERsofi  said,  hewasnota  little  sart>rned 
10  bear  the  gentleroin  from  Virgioia  (Mr.  Giles) 
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9%fi  that  h%  Wi|8  QDppepared  to  oppote  a  very  uit^ 
Expected  motioD.  wheo  bf ,  Mr.  A.,  had  iwo  da^s 
buore,  wbibr  the  bill  wasr  uader  eonsideratioD, 
•stf^esied  his  iatentlOn,  io  hi»  plac^,  to  make  the 
motion  he  bad  now  made ;  apon  which  the  honor- 
able toenber  expressed  %  wish  to  postpooe  the  con-- 
sideraiioD  of  the  question^ and  immedrately  mored 
the  poatponecoeat  of  the  bill,  which  was  not  op- 
posed, and  of  course  pre?ailed.  Mr.  A.  said,  that 
the  motioB  was  not,  therefore,  made  without  dite 
notice,  and,  he  would  add.  without  due  ooDsid,er- 
action.  He  had  cc^asuitea  with  a  number  of  ihe 
members  of  this  hrooorable  body,  for  who^e  ji|dg- 
ment  and. opinions  he  4iad  great  respect,  und  with 
whose  approbation,  and  he  might  indeed  add,  at 
Whoatf  itkstandej  the  motion  bad  been  made.  He 
w«8,'however,  himself  ready  xand  willing  to' meet 
alt  the  resjionstbiHty  that  might  attach  to  it ;  not- 
wHhstandtfig  the  surprise  of  the  honorable  meni- 
ber  at  to  the  Quarter  frpm  which  it  had^come. 

Mr.  A.  said,  be  should' not  pretend  to  reply  to 
all  the  Variou*}  qbserTations  the  gentleman  bad 
thou^t  proper  to  make,  very  many  6f  which  he 
considered  altogether,  irrelevant  to  the  question 
under  consfderation,  bat  which  might,  perhaps, 
answer  some  other  purpose,  which  the  honorable^ 
member  might  have  in  view. 

Mr.  A.  said,  he  was  as  strongly  ioipressod  with 
the  necessity  of  a  sufficient  force,  for. the  iova^ 
aioa  of  Canada,  as  the  gentleoun  from  Vlrguiia 
0ou)d  possibly  be,  and  not  a  single  expressioa  had 
eaoaped  btm  to  indoet  a  beliefs  thai  he  should  be 
no^illing  to  vote  a  proper  and  kmm  foircefor 
tlwt -service;  but  be  diflferod  greatly  with  4he 
gentleman  as  to  the  kind  of  force  we  ought  im- 
mediately to  employ.  The  honorable  member 
appeared  to  {ftace  hi$  sole  dependence'  upon  the 
regular  troops;  and  yet,  if  be  understood  his  ar- 
gument, he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  making  a- 
descent  iipon  Canada  early  in  the  Spring.  As 
to  the.  time,  Mr.  A.  agreed  with,  him ;  but  as  to 
the  means,  he  certainly  difieoed  very  greatly  from 
him.  The  mimber  or  regulars  contemplated  by 
the  g^tleittaii  eotUd  npt  poss^ily  be  raised  withia 
the  time ;  he  was  therefore  of  opiniloo,  thita  Um 
ntimber  ought  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill.  It  should- 
be  reeolleeied  tlHit  we  had  very  relsently  author- 
ized the  regiments  on  the  Peace  Bstablrshment  to 
be  ftlled;  they  would  reqbire  at  least  6,000  men; 
add  thereto  25,000  more,  the  number  proposed  by ; 
the  honorable  member,  and  he  would  ask^^im 
to  annW^r  candidly,  whether  he  really  believed 
that  so  great  a  number  of  regular  troops  could  be 
eorlisted  within  the  time  required  for  the  service 
to  be  performed.  Mr.  A.  said<  impressed,  as  he 
was,  with  a  firm  belief  that  not  more  than  half 
the  number  proposed  by  the  honorable  member 
could  be  ealiued  within  the  tiine  they  mutt  take 
the  ^d  in  order  to  aat  efficiently  against  Cana- 
da, he  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  retatuio^  t^ 
whek  Mimber  coutempUted  by  the  biih  y  Mr.  A. 
said,  it  must  be  well  known  to  every  gentleman, 
tiMt  the  mvastoa  Qf  Canada  must  .necessarily 
uke  place  before  the  breakiag  up  of  the  ice  in 
the  river  St.  Lawrence;  otherwise,  twice  25,000 
would  be  required— beeauyelerge  reinforcemeD(9) 


a^  soon  as  an  opportunity  presented,  would  most 
certainly  be  thrown  into  that  country.  Mr^  A. 
said,  u^Km  a  fair  view  of  the  whole  scrbject,  as  it 
presented  itself  to  him,  hewa^  decidedly  of  opin- 
ion that  the,  number  of  regular  troops  to  be  raiscMi 
by  that  bill  poght  not  to  exceed  16,000;  and  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  io  hi*  opinion, 
as  efficient  a  force  would  be  raised  under  such  a 

grovisipn  wifhio  the  time  limited  for  taking  the 
eldf  aW  would  be  raided  Were  the  present  oooi- 
her  in  the  bill  retained — and  in  the  former  case, 
#e  should  prove  to  our  enemies,  that  we  were 
able  to  raise  such  a  number  of  regular  troops  as 
might  be  Wanted  upon  a  sudden  emergency ;  but 
In  the  latter,  we  should  net  be  able  to  make  the 
^me  exhibit.  What  thf;n  would  be  the  conse- 
quence 1  You  would  give  a  most  mortifying 
proof  that  your  means  were  qpt  commensurate 
to^'your  ends ;  that  ypur  plan  had  been  badly  di- 
gested, and  worse  ejtecuted.  And  surely  the 
gentlemen  can  have  no  desire  to  present  such 
a  state  of  things,  at  the  very  moment  when  all 
the  energies  of  the  nation  seem  to  be  required. 
Mr.  A.  said,  to  avoid  this  extraordinary  exiiibit 
was  also  one  of  his  objects;  atad  this,  in  his 
opinion,  could  be  done  by  takii^  the  course  he 
had  eontempl^ted  ;  reduce  the  number  of  regn- 
lai^s,  and  supply  the  deftcieacy  by  volunteers. 
This,  4ie  firmly  believed,  was  in  our  power. 
Combine  the  two  corps;  take  nearly  an  equal 
aumber  bf  each  ;  and  the  object  intended  could 
be  effected.  Mr.  A.  said,  he  was  convinced 
thiitit  was  the  iqode  the  President  had  contem- 
plated, and  he  entirely  approved  it ;  and  if  the 
honorable  member  had  attended  to  another  part  of 
the  President's  Messase  where  it  speaks  of  volun- 
teers, he  must  himself  have  been  convinced,  that 
the  President  did  not  mean  ^  make  the  descent 
upon  Canada  with  the  10,000  regulars  only ;  which 
h|id  beea  understood^as  the  ffentleman  bad  stated, 
to  be  the  auailiary  force  re^rred  to  in  the  M eo- 
sage.  The  object  of  the  President  cannot  be  bet- 
ter explained  than  by  feferring  to  the  Mef>sajge 
itself.  He  says — ^I  recolmmend,.  accordingly, 
^  that  adequatp  provisioii  be  made  for  filling  the 

*  ranks  knd  prolonging  the  enlistments  of  the  regu- 

*  lar  troops ;  for  an  auxiliary  force,  to  be engagedfor 

*  a. more  limited  time$  for  |tie  acceptance  of  vol- 
<  unteer  corps,  whose  patriotic  ardor  may  court  a 
'  participation  in  uigent  services.".  The  manner 
in  which  the  President  speaks  of  the  volunteers, 
can  leave.no  doubt  upon  the  mind  of  any  one  as 
to  the  service  in  which  they  were  to  be  eoa- 
ployed — they  are  evidently  lounded  to  be  united 
with  the  regillaf  troeps,  to  perform  urgent  ser- 
v^es;  aoeording  to  the  express  language  of  the 
Meatee.  Mt,  A.  wouki  ask  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, what  was  the  urgent  service  meant  by  the 
President  ?  Most  ceriaioJy,  a  descent  upon  Can- 
ada, in  which  the  regulars  and  volunteers  were 
equally  to  participate.  Why  theii,  the  honor- 
able member  had  taken  so  much  pains  to  prove 
thaf  the  10,000  regulars  were  the.  only  military 
(brae  with  which  the  President  had  intended  to 
perform  the  urgent  service  Deferred  to  in  his 
Message,  Mr.  A«  was  al  s  loss  to  comprehend; 
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for  he  understood  the  Messajre  aiu)  the  pbjecvof 
it  rery  diSerently  ;  and  he  shouM  hare  expected 
that  the  ciCDdor  of  the  honorable  member  would 
haye  isdaced  him  to  have  given  the  Message  a 
fair  interpretation.  That  he  had  not  done  so, 
most  he  supposed  to  proceed  from  this  rec^nt  b\it 
▼erj strong  attachment  to  a  regular  military  force. 
However  anti-repubUoan  this  doctrine  had  form- 
erly been,  it  seemed  now  to  be  viewed  through  a 
difereDt  mediam  by  thb  honorable  member  from 
Virginia.  Mr.  A.  said,  chat  having,  as  he  thought, 
rrored,  by  a  fair  interpretation  of  the  President's 
Jfesnge,  that  be  intended  to  Unite  the  volunteers 

eiat  might  be  thought  reqaisite)  with  the  re^u- 
troops,  to  perform  the  urgent  services  of  which 
he  speaks,  he  would  endeavor  to  present  a  fair 
and  impartial  view  of  the  course  recommended 
by  tke  President,  and  compare  ii  with  the  course 
wkiek  had  been  taken  and  so  strenuously  sup- 
ported by  the  honorable  member  from  Vir]g[inia. 
The  President  had  recommended  the  raising  of 
▼otonteers;  and  it  was  incidentally  made  known, 
that  the  auxiliary  forcd  spoken  of,  was  10,000 
regular  troops.  If  th^n  provision  had  been  im- 
mediately made  by  the  kiw  fur  raising  10,000  reg- 
olar  troops,  and  also  for  raising  volunteers,  those 
ooops  DOW  would  be  in  a  state  of  preparation ; 
a  considerable  number  of  the  regular  troops  would 
eve  now  have  been  enlisted,  and  the  chance  of 
getting  the  whole  number  greatly  increased. ^  If 
time  had  been  afforded^  as  itouefat  to  have  been, 
the  laws  passed  within  two  or  UMree  w^ks  ^fter 
Congress  met.  which  miffht  have  b^en  dene,  a  suf- 
ficient regulaf  force  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
been  in  a  state  of  readiness  in  all  the  month  of 
April;  and  the  number  of  volunteers  which 
might  have  been  required  to  lOake  up  the  neces- 
saiy  force^  would  no -doubt  long  sbce  have^ffered  * 
their  services,  and  the  whole  have  been  In  a  state 
of  preparation  to  take  the  field  in  time  to  have 
perrbrmed  the  arduous  service  contemplated  by 
ttie  President.  But,  instead  of  that  course  having 
been  pursued,  what  has  jbeen  dpne  ?  Your  first 
military  bill,'  reported  only  a  few  days  ago,  ts^ 
new  under  consideration:  the  session  now  al- 
most half  expired ;  and.  at  this  late  period,  the 
honorable  meinber,  to  Whom,  as  chairman  of  the 
cMumittee,  dtc,  the  whole  anana^ment  of  the 
military  bosiness  was  referred,  insists  upon  rais- 
ing 25,000  regyilar  trdops.  whose  dutv  it  shaU  be 
to  make  a  descent  upon  Canada,  in  all  the  month 
of  May^.  X>an  the  ^ntleman  be  serious  t^  Docs 
he  believe  it  nraetio'able?  If  he  does^  Mr..  A. 
said,  he  skouM  be  obliged  to  believe,  that  the 
honorable  member  was  in  earnest  some  d^ysago, 
when  he  assured  the  Senate  that  he  knew  very 
little  of  miliury  affiiirs.  MK  A.  said,  from  the 
proofs  we  have  repeatedly  had,  of  the  difficulty 
of  obtaioing  men  by  enlistment  for  so  long  a  time 
as  five  years,  and  thie  want  in  Our  country  of  those 
kinds  of  materials  of  whioh  regular  troops  are 
made,  he  did  not  believe  that  one-1ialf  the  num- 
ber pro|>o8ed  to  be  raised  b^r  the  bill  eoi^ld  be  en- 
listed within  the  time  requirect.  .  Mr.  A.  said,  al- 
though he  wes  not  as  much  in  the  habit  of 
prophesying  as  the  honorable  member,  he  would, 


under  ail  circumstances,  adventure  to  predict,  that 
the  scheme  of  now  raising  twenty-five  thousand 
regular  troops,  to  perform  the  ardubus  service- 
contempiate.d  in  the  President's  Message,  would 
emireiy  fail,  and  that  the  course  pointed  out  by 
the  President  must  at  last  be  adopted ;  that  is,  to 
unite  volunteers  with  regular  troops. 

Mr.  A.  said  be  trusted  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber and  himself  bad  in  view  the  same  object,  but 
differed  as  to  the  means  of  carrying  it  into  eofect. 
The  means  proposed  by  the  honorable  member 
were  regular  troops  only.  If  then  the  bill  should 
pass  to  raise  25,000,  entire,  dependence  would, 
in  all  probability,  be  placed  ^upon  the  regular 
troops,  ordered  to.be  raieed;  the  consequence,^ 
he  hail  before  said,  would  be,  that  the  ^hole  ob-. 
ject  mlist  fail.  He  was.  therefore,'  for  taking  the 
regular  troops  that  could  be  raised  in  time,  and 
sujftply lag  ^he  additional  number  of  men,  which 
might  he  wknted,  by  Volunteers>^fifteen  or  twenty 
thousand  of  whom  oeuld,  he  had  no  doubt,  be 
brought  into  the  field,  before  ten  thousand  of  the 
regular  troops,  contemplated  by  the  bill,  could  be 
enlisted.  By.  this  mode  (notwithstanding  so  much 
time  had  be»tx  lost)  ata  efficient'arfl]^  might  be 
yet  provided  in  time  to- carry  into  e£(ect  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Groverjiment,  whioh,  Mt.  A.  said^  he 
dfd  not  believe.could  or  would  be  done,  if  depen- 
dence were  placed  upon  the  regular  troops.  Nof- 
withstanding  the  liule  confidence  which  the  hoiH 
orable  member  seems  disposed  to  place  in  the  vol- 
unteetSj  Mr.  A.  said,  he  fcad  no  hesitation  in  giv- 
ing it,  as  his  inost  decided  opinion,  that  at  least 
as  much  dependence  might  be  placed  tipon  the 
volunteers,  as  upon  the  new>y  raised  regular 
trbops.  The  volunteers  would  have  the  sane 
chance  of  discipline  that  the  new  regulars  would 
have.  A  suQcient  number  of  those  who  offered 
their  services  might  be  called  into  the  field,  as 
early  as  the  season  woufd  admit,  and  placed  un- 
der sitJct  discipline :  to  whi^h  for  their  own  hoiv 
or  they-  would  readily  submit — nay,  require,  if 
left  to  their  own  choice  j  for  the  first  object  they 
would  have  in. view  would  be  te  acquire  military 
skill }  and  they  would  not  only  be  very  soon  pre-^ 
pared  to  perforiin  field  duty,  but  ikiight  entirely  be 
depended  upon  for  any , other  service.  Witnesa 
the  prowess  of  the  volunteers  at  the  battle  of  the 
Wabash,  and  these  had  not  been  ^iiciblined  at 
all.  Mr.  A.saidj  he' expected  thf  honorable  mem- 
ber would  admit,  that  the  materials  of  which  the 
vbliinteerp  would  be  composed,  would  be  at  least 
equal  to  those  of  which  the  regular  troops  would 
be  formed ;  and  the  officers  o^  the  volonteercorpe 
beihg  appointed  bjr  the  President,  would,  he  had 
no  doubt,  faithfully  perform  their  duty.  Those^ 
said  .Mr.  A.^  are  completely  in  our  power  ^  and  he 
considerled  it  our  best  policy,  as  well  as  ourdutjf, 
to  bring  them  into  action.  Mr.  A.  said  in  add!-; 
tion  to  thje  efficiency  of  the  meabs  which  he  pro- 
posed .to  briog  into  (he  field,  it  would  have 
one  very  considerable  advantage  over  the  regular 
army  or  the  honorable  member.  It  would  be  more 
coqformable  to  the:true  principles  of.  the  Consti- 
tution, end  would  consequently  be  more  accepta- 
ble to  the  nation.  Th?  confidence  with  which  he 
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bad  spoken  of  yolXuleevs,  was  not  fouad^d  Upon 
visionary  theory,  bntpractjlcal  experience;  henad 
oft^,  in  the  Revoluaoo^  had  opportunity  to  wit- 
ness their  military  ardor  and  persevering  firmness; 
on  two  occasions  in  particular,  the  odc  at  Con- 
necticut FaripSj  tbe  other  at  Springfield,  in  the 
Spring  of  1780.  The  enemy  bad  advanced,  in 
force  about  two  thousanrd^  to  a  place  called  Con- 
nectici^t  Farms,  abour  fpur  mile»  from  Elizabetb- 
town,  in  New  Jersey.  The  .only  tcoop  that  were 
within  striking  distance  to  oppose  this  force,  was 
the  brigade  of  Jersey  Regulars,  containing  then 
about  a  thousand  me9  ;  many  volunteers,  how- 
ever, fl^)cked  to  their  standard — ^the  enemy  were 
met  by  this  force — a  battle  edsuecl— the  American 
army  bad  the  advantage  of  the  ground ;  but  the 
right  wing  of  the  enemy  ei^t^nded  so  far,  that  if 
not  suddenly  checked,  it  would  bltve  enabled  them 
to  have  flanked  our  iejTt.  It  was  necessary  to  prer 
ventit — services  of  this  kind  must  be  prpmptly 
rendered^  four  hundred  regi^lars  and  two  hundred 
volunteers  were  ordered  to  execute  it;  no  more 
Qpu  Id  4)6.  spared -from  the  line  A  good  pNOsition 
alone  could  have  justified  th^  attempt,  with  the 
disparity  or  numbers.  It  was  fii-st  nnide  hy  man- 
ceuvre,  but  it  wassoon  found  itcoirid  only  be  done 
with  the  bayonet.  A  determined  charge  was 
made,  and  it  was  successful ;  the  enemf  were  re- 
pulsed; the  volunteers^^were^upon  the  left;  not. a 
man  broke  his  ranits.  Some  brave  fellows  fell, 
but  their  places  were  immediately  filled ;  all  be* 
haved  with  thefirmness  of  veterans.  The  next  day, 
those  troops  had.  th^  thanks  of-  Geoei'al  \^ash- 
iNOTON  in  general  orders.  The  volunteers  had 
only  joined  the  regulars  a  few  days  before  the  ac- 
tion. In  about  two  weeks  after,  the  eiiemy  ad- 
vanced in  greaterforce?-about  five  thousand-^he 
troops  who' had  been  in  the  former  action  bad 
kept  thei^  position  where  the  battle  had  been, 
fought ;  it  was  advantageous  for  an  inferior  forpe ; 
it  was  a  defile,  covered  for  some  distance  on  the 
right  by  a  Vnorass ;  t>n  the  left  it  was  not  well  pro- 
tected. Against  this  position,  the  enemy  again 
advanced  ;  and,  by  their  increased  numbers,  they 
were  enabled  to  extend  their  rijlit  wing  so  (kr  a^ 
completely  to  turn  our  left.  We  were  obliged  to 
r^reat;  but  not  without  having  kept  the  ^nemy 
a  considerable  time  in  check.  You  know,  Mr. 
President^  there  is  no  situaMon  so  trying  to  the 
bravery  and  firmness  .of  troops,  as  a  retreat  (for 
evmyou,  sir,  I  believe,  had  lo  retreat  sometimes.) 
The  volunteers,  upon  this  occasion,  behaved  like 
themselves;  a  sullen,  indignant  step,  marked 
their  movements ;  and  from  the  mouths  of  their 
guns  they  spoke  to  tne  enemy  the  langcuige  of  de- 
fiance^ the  enemy-did  not  advance  one  mile,  be- 
fore a  fortunate  position,  supported  by  determined 
bravery,  enabled  the  united  force  of  the  regulars 
and  volunt^rs  to  arrest  their '  progress  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day.  This  day's  action  began  with 
the  dawn^  of  the  morning,  and  continued  until  the 
setting  of  the  sun,  when  the  enemy  fell  back  to^ 
take  a  secure  position  against  the,  expected  at- 
tacks of  the  night.  During  the  whole  of  this 
day's  action,  tbe  volunteers  kept  tbf^  stations  aa^ 
signed  them,  which  they  su^amed  with  as  mucb 


firmness  as  the  regular  troops.  Many  of  them 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Amonff  the  number, 
were  said  to  be  seven  of  one  family  connexion, 
brothers,  brothers-in-law,  and  .cousins ;  several  of 
whom,  he  had  himself  seen  after  the  action. 
Scenes  like  this,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  A.,)  of 
which  he  had  been  an  eye-witness,  and  in  which 
be  claimed  some  participation,  had  given  kim  that 
confidence  in  volunteers,  which  he  hqd  evinced 
to  the  Senate  in  the  course  of  his  observations, 
and  which,  he  said,  should  never  cease  but  with 
hi3  existence.  They  are,  sir,  the  best  military 
materials  in  your  country-^h'eyare  the  flower  of 
your  forests  ;  they  ought  not  to  be  thrown  into 
the  back-ground,  the  better  to  enable  the  honor- 
able member  frpm  Virginia  to  present  his  regu- 
lars iji  front.  • 

Mr.  Anoerson  said,  I  hav^  stated,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, perhaps  with  some  warmth,  the  grounds 
upon  which  my  confidence  in  volunteers  has  been 
founded  ;  and  be  it  remembered,  said  Mr.  A.,  that 
they  were  ikiilitia  volunteers.  He  said,  be  ought 
to  have  stated,  that  the  enemy  they  had  encoun- 
tered, was  composed  of  regulars  and  Hessians— 
the  whole  undef  the  command  of  the  Hessian 
General  Koyphausen.  Mr.  A.  laid  the  volunteers 
he  now  proposed  raising  he  would  have  eojpged 
for  nine  or  twelve  months,  from*  the  time  of  their 
reach  ipg^  the  place  of  general  rendezvous.  They 
should  be  engaged  by  officers  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Pjresidenty,  under  such  regulations  Yof  course) 
as  might  be  provided  by  law;  but  which  could 
not  now  be  well  detailed. 

Mr.  A.  said,  he  should  no^  ofier  some  observa- 
tions upon  the  number  of  troops  that  ought  to  be 
^employed.  He  said  that  the  invasion  of  Canada 
was  not  now  contemplated  for  the  first  time — it 
had  often  been  a  subject  of  conversation,  when- 
ever there  had  been  any  prospect  of  a  war  with 
England.  It  has  been  considered  as  the  most  con- 
venient means  upon  which  we  could  make  repri- 
sal, and  thereby  obtain  some  small  reparation  for 
the  many  losses  and  ii^uriies,  which  have  been 
sustained  from  the  depredations  committed  upon 
;the  honor  and  interests  of  the  nation.  Mr.  A. 
said,  that  upon  difierent  occasionSt  he  had  always 
l^iven  it  as  nis  opinion,  that  a  descent  upon  Cana- 
da ought  never  to  be  attempted  with  a  force  of 
lessthanjwenty-five^  thousand  men ;  that  such  a 
forcQ  would  make  an  awful  impression — and 
would,  ii^  all  probability,  save  many  valuable 
lives ;  as  no  opposing  force,  in  the  usual  state  of 
the  cotmtry,  would  be  able  to  meet  it  in  the  field. 
Mr.  A.  said,  he  repeated,  that  no  expression  had 
escaped  him,  either  in  public  debate  or  in  private 
conversation,  to  justify  the  insinuations  made  by 
the  gentleman,  that  he  was  unwilling  to  vote  a 
sufficient  force  for  the  invasion  of  Canada.  On 
the  contrary,  he  believed  that  no  man  who  had 
sieen  active  military  service,  und  who  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  situation  and  state  of  that  coun- 
try, would  say  that  it  .would  be  prudent  or  safe, 
to  make  k  descent  upon  Canada,  with  a  force  of 
less  than  twenty-five  thousand  men ;  peculiar 
circumstances  might,  however,  render  it  necessa- 
ty,  to  attempt  with  a  smaller  number,  and  depend 
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QfKHi  immediate  supplies  being  furnislied;  to  sas- 
tain  tbe  ground  that  might  be  acquired.  Mr.  A. 
said,  the  booorable  member  had  intimated  that 
he  had  not  taken  into  consideration  the  peculiar 
situation  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the 
Floridas,  find  the  other  parts  of  the  Soathern  and 
Western  frontiers.  He  saidl^e  was  inuch  indebted 
to  (he  honorable  /nember,  for  evincing  so  much 
interest  for  thote  sections  of  the  Union ;  but,  Mr. 
A.  said,  he  considered  those  already  proyidad  for, 

5  the  provision  made  to  fill  up  tb^  regiments  on 
e  establishment,  which,  when  complete,' would 
amount  to  ten  thousand  men;  this  nOmber  will 
6e  quite  competent  to  all  the  objects  <tuggested  bf 
the  honorable  member,  and  it  had  not  been  con- 
templat#d,  that  he  had  heard,  to  remove  any  of 
these  troops  from  the  Seuthor  West;  consequently 
the  situation  of  those  parts  of  the  Union  can  have 
no  relation  to  the  number  of  men  to  be  raised  by 
the  bill  under  censideratioi;!.  These  trpops  are 
understood  to  be  exclusively  for  the  ISlorthern  sec- 
tion^—and  with  that  express  view  they  are  to  be 
raised.  Mr.  A.  said,  before  he  quitted  the  subject 
of  the  Southern  and  Westeru  frontier,  he  felt  him- 
self constrained  to  take  notice  of  some  very  extra- 
ordinary language,  used  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber in  relation  to  the  intentions  of  the  late  and 
pesent  Presidents;  respectimr  the  city  of  Orleans, 
m  the  event  of  a  war  with  Bngland.  It  was  ex- 
tremely painful  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  any 
gentleman's  statement;  but  this  was  of  so  vtry 
extraordinary  a  character,  that  in  duty  to  the  sec- 
tion of  the  country  he  represented,  and  from  the 
respect  doe  to  those  distinguished  characters,  Mr. 
A.  said  he  considered  himself  bound  to  take  no- 
tice, in  a  particular  manner,  of  the  assertions 
made  by  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia. 
Mr.  A.  said,  the  wor^s  had  very  much  surprised 
him  when  he  heard  them  uttered ;  and  he  had 
immediately  written  them  down. 

The  honorable  member  bas  «aid,  that  he  did 
know:  that  in  the  event  of  a  war  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  tbe  late  President  to  l«t  the  Elnglish  take 
Orleans  without  opposition,  and^  lei^ve  it  to  the 
Western  people  to  retake.it  themselves ;  and  he 
did  beUeve  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  present 
Administration  to  act  in  the  same  way.  [Mr. 
LBnaUerapted  to  explain  ;  but  Mr.  A.  insisted 
taat  the  words,  as  he  had  taken  them  down,  were 
correct,  for  which  he  appealed  to  the  House'.  Mr. 
G.  desisted  from  making  any  further  attempt  at 
ezplMMtion,  and  Mr.  A.  proceeded.]  If,  sir»  said 
Mr.  A..  I  could  believe  the  late  President  of  the 
United  Stales  capable  of  such  an  act ;  capable  of 
so  deliberate  aq  infringement  of  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  all  the  moral  and 
political  obligattens  by  which  he  was  bound  to  hts 
country  and  to  his  duty.  J  shotild  not  hesitate  to 
say,  that  all  his  well-eafned  fame  ought  to  *be  for- 
ever Tnergfed' in  such  an  atrocious  contemplated 
act.  But,'  said  Mr.  A.,  knowing)  as  J  do,  the  ipo- 
tives  and  views  by  which  the  late  President  had 
been  anifortnly  aetaated  with  resj^t  to  the  whole 
Western  eounti^,  I  have  very  solid  reason  to  be- 
lieve be  never  contemplated,  nor  was  he  capable 
of  cooumttiog  so  dahog  an  outrage  on  the  righU' 


and  interests  of  the  whole  Western  section  of  the 
Union.  What,  Mr.  President,  would  any  one  of 
the  old  States  say,  at  thus  beingtbroWnoutof  the 
protection  of  the  Union  ?  Nay,  what  Would  be 
the  impulse  of  the  nation  were  the  President  ca- 
pable of  declaring;  that  in  tbe  ewntof  a  war  with 
an  enemy,  no  matter  whom,  he  would  leave  either 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  or  Boston,'  without  of- 
fering any  defence,  to  be  taken  possession  of  l>y 
the  army  of  the  enemy,  and  leave  it  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  State  whose  tpwn  should  be  thus  oc- 
cupied, to  retake  ittheniselves?  Sir,  the  indict* 
nation  of  those  people,  and  of  the  nation,  wouM 
risetosach  a  height,  that  whatever  respect,  esteem^ 
or  venerati<>n  they  may  have  had  for  him,  all 
WQuld  be  instantly  swept  from  their  bosoAns,  and 
he  would  be  hurled  from  their  confidence  forever. 
But,  said  Mr.  A.,  the  wellTcarned  lame  of  our  late 
ilK^strtous  Chief,  is  his  shield  and  his  buckler,  as 
well  upon  this,  as  it  has  beto  upon  many  other 
occasions ;  and  an  elucidation  of  facts  will  test 
the  correctness  of  the  assertion  madtf  by  the  hon- 
orable member  froin  Virginia.  If,  Mr.  President, 
there  was  anyone  {tort  of  the  United  States  dearer 
to  the  late  President  than  any  other,  in  a  national 
point  of  view,  Mr.  A.  said*,  he  should  natiirally 
suppose  it  wais  New  Orleans.  It  was,  as  it  were, 
his  own  begotten  child ;  he  had  nursed  it  in  its 
infancy,  and  had  alinost  reared  it  to  manhood. 
Sir,  he  could  never  forsake  it-;  much  less  could 
he  voluntarily  surrender  it,  to  be  sack^  and  plun- 
dered, as  it  most  certainlv  would  be,  by  a  mercen- 
ary foe.  I  *will  now,  Mr.  President, examhre  some 
facts,  said  Mr.  A.^  which',  have  a  strong  bettring 
uj^on  the  assertion  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Virginia-  It  woiald  be  tecollected  by 
every  honorable  member  upon  this  floor,  that  some 
few  ye^rs  ago,  when  it  was  onderstood  that  Gen- 
eral Prevost  with  a  body  of  troops,  had  sailed 
from  Halifax,  with  intent^  as  it  was  expected,  for 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  the  then  President 
apprehended  the  inov^oient  might  possibly  be  to 
possess  Orleans;  What  was  the  conduct  o(  the 
President  upon  that  occasion  ?  Did  he  leave  it 
defenceless  for  the  enemy  to  take  ?  Nq,  sir ;  he 
immediately  gaye-  orders  for  all  the  troops  that 
could  be  eoUected  within  almost  any  reasonable 
distance,  to  march  immediately  for  the  proteoction 
of  the  place;  and  those  that  were  near  the  sea- 
board were  instantly  transported  by  water ;  and 
every  exertion  was  made  to  throw  a  sufficient 
force  into  Orleans  and  its  vicinity,  to  afford  it  the 
most  ample  protection.  This,,  ^ir,  happened 
shortly  before  the  President  went  out  of  office ; 
and  no  other  occasibtr  presented  itself  of  evincing 
his  good  disposition  towards  that  portion  of  the 
Union,  until  he  was  succeeded  by  tbe  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  who  bas  also  been  measurably ' 
implicated  in  the  fiame  charge,  by  the  tionorable 
member;  but  of  this  he  has  only  expressed  his 
belief;  he  has  ndt,  hoiyever,  told  us  upon  what 
that  belief  is  founded.  Inasmuch  then,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, as  the  charge  exists'  only  in  the  belief  of 
the  honorable  member,  it  is  fair  to  presume  pu- 
rity of  iat^ntion  on  the  pa^t  of  the  Executive 
until  the  contrary  shall  appear-;  a(id  this,  Mr.  A 
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saki,  t>e  Mt  eDtirely 'Confident  nertr  would  ap- 
pear. The  turiform  tenor  of  (he  President's  mor- 
-al  and  political  rectittide,  were  ample  vouchers 
for  the  earrectness  of  hi^  motives,  and  the  pur»ty 
of  liis  intentions.  Mr.  A.  said,  so  far  as  we  have 
lifad  an  opportunilf  of  judging  of  the  disposition, 
of  the  present  Chief  MagUlrate,  in  relation  to  the 
protection  of  Orleans^  wt  had  not  the  sipallest 
reason  to.doobt  the  purity  of  his  intft^tioos  ;i  and 
he  had  entire  confidence,  should  an  occasion  pre- 
sent, that  the  President  would  faithAilly,  ably,  and 
impartially  discharge  the  duties  he  owed  to  every 
part  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  A.  said  the  obMrvatioDs  of  the  hevorable 
member,  respecting  the  Saeretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, the  financial  department,  and  the  Adioinis- 
tration  as  connected  with  it,  required  and  should 
receive  an  aiiswer.  Mr.  A.  said  he  Considered 
himself  peculifirly  bound  to  support  the  Secretary, 
as  he  bad  been  the  innocent  Cause,  by  tnirodocimg 
him  into  the  debate,  in  the  course  of  the  observa- 
tions be  had  made,  in  support  of  his  motion,  and 
thereby  bringing  upon  him  th^  anitnad versions., 
which  the  honorabre  member  had  taken  oceasioo 
to  make.  His  attack  ^pon  the  Secretary  h  of  a 
sioffttlar  kind  $  he  does  tfot  impeach  a  single  offi- 
cial act  of  thai  officer,  but  throws  but  vague  in- 
sinuations, in  so  oatangible  a  shape  as  almost  to 
defy  axi- inquiry  into  their '|ruth.  The  official 
acts  of  a  jMiblic  officer  are  always  free  subjects  of 
investigation  and  discussion's  but,  do^  i^  com  port 
with  the  dignity  of  a  member  of  this  hody,  to  as- 
perse Without  proof,  not  his  acts,  but  bis  supposed 
opinions  ?  The  honorable  member  presumes  the 
Secretary  gave  his  assent  to  the  repeal  of  the  salt 
taxr-upon  what  authority  does  be  lound  his  opit- 
ioii  of  the  Secretary  7  No  proof  can  ,be  given  of 
it.  Mr.  A.' said,  he  had  always  understood  that 
the  Secretary  was  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  ^hat 
tax.  His  nuknerous  reports  pi^ve  the  fact ;  in  ail 
of  which,  if  t&ey  are  examined,  It  lyiU  be  found 
that  he  considered  that  duty  as  o«e-of  the  bran- 
ohes  of  reveiMte  upon  which  be  relied,  v  But 
there  would  be  no  criminality,  if  We  were  tp  sup^. 
pose  that  the  Secretary  had  joined  in  the  gei»eral 
opinion  And  given  his  assent  to  the  repeal. as  weU 
as  the  honorable  member  has  done ;  the  fact,  how- 
ever, Mr;  A.^  averred  to  b^  otherwise.  That  offi*. 
car  must  be  supposed  more  alive  to  every  thing- 
connected  with  the  Treasury,  than  other  mem- 
bers of  the  €k>vernment.  So  far  had  the  Secre- 
tary, cairied  this  fueling  toward  the  Treasury,  that 
he  was  not  only  opposed  to  the- repeal  of  the  salt 
tax,  but  Mr.  A.  had  always  underMoodnbat  h® 
was  opposed  to  the  repeal  of'the  internal  taxes  at 
the  time  they  took  place ;  with  a  view  no  doubt 
not  only  to  be  able  to  meet  all  the  demands  that 
could  be.l^aily  made  upon  the  Treasury,  but  to 
procdre  a  surplus  to  meet  any  contingency  that 
the  peculiar  state  of  our  foreign  relations  might 
demand.  How  then  the  honorable  member  can 
charge  the  Secretary  with  the  deficiency  which 
the  salt  tax  would  have  prevented,  according  to 
the  gentleman's  calculation,  Mr.  A.  said  he  was 
at  a  loss  to  know.  Tb^  honorable  member  ought 
mare  properly  to  charge  hiaown  coanplaisance 


with  the  great  deficit  which  he  seems  ao  anxious 
tocharfifcto  the  Secretary.    The  Secretary  was 
opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  salt  tax,  from  his 
opinion  of  the  eorrectnees  of  it.    The  honorable 
memiier  wtts  also  opposed  to  it,  for  the  aame  rea- 
.^n ;  but  from, complaisance,  he  himself  tells  as, 
he  voted  for  the  repeal.    He  then,  and  not  the 
Secretary,  is  answerable  to  the  .Tre^t^ry  for  the 
great  los«  sustained  by  the  repeal  of  that  tax  |  for 
he  has  told  us,  that  its  repeal  depended  upon  his 
single  vote;  and  that  that  vote  he  gave  from, com- 
plaisance, not!  from  a  conviction  of  its  eorrectoeaa. 
The  hbnorable  member  charges  the  Treaa^ry 
Department  with  a  recession  from  the  difficulties 
of  the  nation  during  the  last  three  years,  and  with 
the  unwillingness  of  the  Secretary  w  s^Eord  the 
usefulness  of  his  talents  to  Government.     Mr.  A. 
said  he  could  not  weH  understand  the  m^iMi(o|f  of 
thia  chaVge,  as  the  honorable  member  acktK>wl- 
edges  that  Goverameat  bad  not  called  on  the  See- 
reMiry  for  greater  exertions.    Mr.  A.  said  he  wMlM 
ask  the  honorable  member— in  what  da  that  re* 
cession  and  tin  willingness  consist  ?    Have  not  all 
the  duties  of  the  o$oe  been  performed  7    Has  the 
Secretary  ever  sbronkfrom  responsibility  upon  any 
occasion,  ^r  declined  answering  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent any  of  the  calls  made  upon  him  by  Congress, 
either  for  information  ojr  opinion?    Has  he  not 
carried  the  financial  bark  safely  to  this  moment 
nbtwithsianding  the  difficulties  of  the   tinoes? 
Have  not  all  the  public  engagements  been  fnl^lled; 
all  the  increased  expenses  he^n  defrayed;  not- 
withstanding the  decrease  of  revenue,  oooasioned 
by  the  state  of  our  foreign  relations  7    What  is 
then  meant  by  recession  ?    Does  the  honorable 
member  mean  to  say,  that  it  was  the^duty  of  the 
Secretary  to  point  out  new  br«nebes  of  revenue; 
while  those  already  existin^^  were  siifllcient  to 
defray  theexpeiAe  authorized  by  law?    At  this 
moment,  while  we  are  acting  on  the  subject  of  the 
Arbiy,  which  will  (greatly)  more  than  double  the 
public  expeases,  the  honorable  member  does  not 
deign  to  inqnire  into  the  ways  and  means*    He 
scoots  the  very  idea,enfl  finds  great  fault  with 
him  (Mr.  A.)  becauae  he  prestimed  to  make  some 
inquiry  into  the  present  state  of  the  National  Trea- 
8U^.    Whether  we  now  vote  six  or  ten  regiments 
of  infantry,  with  the  addition  of  tho^  of  artillery  ' 
and  horse,  the  expense  will  be  great ;  but  we  think 
it  necessary  some  additional  troops' shall  be  raised, 
aad  will  voteaedordingly.    After  they  shall  have 
been  authorized,  and  not  before,  the  Treasury  De- 
partment may  be  caH^'^pon,  to  point  out  the  re- 
sources and  present  them  to  our  consideration. 
The  hoBorable  member,  not  satisfied  with  kis 
vague  charge  4»f  what  he  calla^a  recession  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  extends-ahe  charge,  in  a 
most  extraordinary  tnaiiner,  to  the  late  and  praa- 
ent  Administrationa.    To  their  indisposition  to 
press  on  the  Treasury,^nd  to  disturb  the  repose 
and  popularity  of  the  Secoetary  of  the  Treqbury, 
the  honorable  member   ascribes  the  measures, 
which,,  in- his  opinion,  had  diaboaored'the  nation 
the  last  three  years.    Can  this  be  correct,  Mr. 
Pr^ident  ?    Can  this  House  believe^hat  the  late 
and  preseot  Admiflisttations  w(^kl  be  capable  of 
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aeiiBf  opoa  ^nth  priociplea  ? ,  The  iiODomble 
mMibef  Me  roo^ly  asserted  tlnl  the  late,  Pres- 
ukst.  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  whenever  he  was  op- 
poiedto  what  he  deeiaed  ^anoeeeewry  expense, 
iMietd  of  beiiti;  aeiQated  by  hi»kno.WB,  aversion 
to  taddl^  such  im^ -expense  on  th^.people,  instead 
of  heiof,  as  he  had  fp^pressed^  it,  averse  to  taking 
from  tife  month  of  labor  its  herd  earnings,  had  no 
ocher  motive,  bat  a  i^r  to  djstqrb  the  repose  and 
BopoUrity  of  the  Secretary  oflhe  Treasury  !  Bot, 
Mr.  Presidant,  what  is  the  Treasury,  abstractedly 
speakiai^?  and  what  docs  the  honorable  member 
saaa,  by  a  faar  to  pretie  on  the  Treatory  1.  The 
ofikaraof  the  Treasury  ara  noLCce  agents  k>  receive 
and  u>  pay.  the  money  which  iseoUeicted  from  the 
people.  Tbere  is  never  any  real  pre9sure  on  the 
Treaawy.  If  there  be  at  any  .time  a  j^rassure  (qt 
the  pvpoaar  of  defrayiatf  ^ny  expeUJie^  it  is  a  pies- 
sate  oa  tbe  jpeop^^)  who  must  pfiy  the  money. 
Whether  the  Trea^Ory  has  ten  or  twenty  millions 
lo  coUeet  from  the  people,  and  to  pay  to  the  other 
ageaia  of  GhM«ram«at,  the  repose  of  the  Seereta- 
rr  is  not  in  >he  least  disturbed.  ]^hm,  daring 
the  Revolotioaarv  war.  Congress  was  obliged  K> 
call  QB  the  people,  for  heavy  taxes}  or  unat4«  to 
redeem  our  paper  money,  the  pressure  fell  ou  the 
people,  who  had  the  taxes  to  pay  and  in  whose 
hands  the  paper  money  di^d  away.  When,  not- 
withstaadiog  these  inadequate  resources,  we  were 
uaable  to  defray  the  most  necessaryr  exMnse^  the 
nressurefell  on  whom?  Oa  onr  empty  Treasury? 
No  sir — it  fell  on  the  Army — on  the  defenders  of 
your  eaaatry-— oa  those  war-worn  veterans,  who 
were  scantily  fed, -hardly  clothed,  and  not  paid  at 
aU,aad  wlioee^e«i»iog8,at  Ia8t,ic4l  iato^theimnds 
of  speeoktiag^  harpies/  But,  sir,  what  effect  hfid 
this  slate  of  things  gpon  the  personal  cepoee  of 
yoor  then  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury?  Not 
the  kast, except  so  Otras  they  feltibr  the  diMresses 
of  their  country,  apid  identified  themseivoa  with 
its  fiue;  and  it  is  only  in  this  poiut  of  vi^w,  said 
Mr.  A.,  that  the  repose  of  a  Secretary^  of  y oar 
Treasonr  eaa  be  disturbed  on  stmilac  occasions. 
That  sujiscitation  of  the  Treasury^of  the  ohM 
iate  which  tlMB  taxea  are  paid«>-tathe  people  them- 
selves who  pay  them,,  is  one  of  thCfse  equi  vooues 
of  whith.  th^  boMrabte member  i»iBO  food.  Uts, 
however,  aa  artifice  too  thialy  veiled,  to  deceive . 
the  Beaate,  or  mislead  our  jgeoatitueatsw  Mr.^. 
said,  iheaoaiaf  takan  by  .the  honorable  member 
had  beet  eo  devioosL  that  it  had  beeo  hard  to  fol- 
low iMm^  and  indeed  sometimes  to  uadacstand  his 
meaniaff  correctly.  <        ^. 

Mr.  A*  said,  he.  eoald^  not^  not^did  he  ibiend. 
when  he  roee^  to  answer  all  the  observatioas  ot 
the  booorable  member— he  had  selected  the  most 
promineatj'aad  should  aaswer  oaW  one  or  two 
more.  The  honorable  member  had  said,  that  to 
the  aawiUiagaesB  of  the  lale  and  present  Admin- 
imarioii  to  incur  expense,  he  attributes  the  present 
amatioo  of  oar  ooun  try.  Akhongh  h  e  has  made 
ibis  chauu^  againdt  the  Administration,  he  has 
aat  speetaed  any  case  in  which  the  present  Ad- 
viaistratipa  l»ad  reAised  to  incur  expense.  Mr. 
Asftpposed  it  would  ha^e  beeo  rather  top  bold  a 
fbfgffi,  after  the  maasurae  adopted  by  the  Preei* 
19th  Com.  1st  Sbss.— 3 


dent^and  with  their  result  now  bejbre  us;  he  had, 
however,  specified  two  cases  under  the  former 
Adtnioisiration-^a  refusal  to  indur  the  expense 
necessary  to  carry  the  embargo  into  effect,  and  a 
rejection  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  ji  pro- 
position to  aotliorize  contiog^nt  letters  of  marque 
and -reprisal.  Mr.*  A.  said,  he  had  a) ways  un- 
derstood, that  the  Executive  had  used  with  great 
as^duity. every  njeaos  which  had  been  placed  la 
his  hands  by  Cqngress,  t^  carry  into  effect  the 
several  embargo  laws ;  thi|t  the  laws  were  as  well 
executed  as  any  restrictive  laws,  of  sp. pressing  a 
character,  could  hav;e  been  upon  so  extensive  a 
coast,  and  n^ore  so  tbap  the  restrictive  laws  of 
Great  Britain  and  France  iiad  cteir  been^  with  all 
their  navies apd  their  numerous,  armies ;  and  that 
it  wasJiQt  because  this^law  was  not  well  executed 
that  it  w^s  repealed,  but  in  consequence  6f  ano- 
ther qonsid^rati^n,  well  known  to  the  honorable 
member  himself,  who  can  give  as  accurate  a  his- 
tory 9f  the  repeal  of  that  law  as  any  honorable 
member  of  either  House.  Mr.  A.  said,  With  re- 
spect to  the  failure,  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
Aepra^ntatives,  to  adopt  contingent  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  bexpulU  not  see  how  that 
.could  with  any  propriety  be  attributed  to  the  late 
President. .  He  did  npt  indeed,  by  an  official 
message,  recommend  such  a  measure;  and  the 
corr^tbessof.such  a  course  might  well  be  doubted, 
upon  Constitutional  grounds.  But,  Mr.  A.  said  he 
wen  .knew^that  the  President  was  anxrous  for  a 

grpvisibn  of  that  i^itfd,  as  a  substitute  for  the  em- 
Airgo ;  whether  io  the  pii^cise  phraseology  of  the 
provision  the  House  rejected,  Mr.  A,  could  not 
$ay{  but  knowii^g,  as  he  did,  that  the  President 
was,  desirous  of  a  strong  substitute,  he  was  sorry 
that  the  honorable  member  had  attempted  'to  at- 
tribute to  him,  the  failure  of  so  important  a  mea- 
sure, for  which  he  was  in  no  way  responsible. 

WEDitBSOAT,  De<$ember  18.^ 
T^he  bill  extending  the  time  of  certain  patents 
granted  to  Robert  Fulton,  wras  read  the  second 
time. 

ADJJmONAL  mtTTARTt  fORCE. 
The  8enate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  tim^,.an  additional  mil- 
itary force;* and  the  motion  made  bv  Mr.  Aiinfia- 
soN,  to  strike  out  the  word'  ^  ten,"  section  one, 
line  three. 

Mr.  Camph^ll  of- Tennessee  rose,  and,  id  sub- 
stance^ made  the  following  observations.  .  He  said 
ke  would  submit  to  the  Senate  some  of  the  rea- 
sons which*  would  govern  his  voxe  on  this  ques- 
,tion,  and  then  he  would  notice  such  of  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mp.  Giles)  as  appeared  to  him  to  re- 
late to. the  grounds  on  which  be  acted.  It  i^ould 
seem^  said  Mr.  C,  from  what  has.  passed  on  this 
fubject,  that  little^or  no  difference  of  opinion  ex- 
ists, especially  among  gentlenien  on  the  Repub- 
lican side,  with  regard  to  the  objects  to  be  effected 
by  the  troops  proposed  to  be  raised.  All  appear  to 
admit  the  time  bas  arrived  in  which  yon  ought  to, 
and  must  act  I  the  crisis  requires  it ;  and  nothing 
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short  of  B  8pe«dy  ao^  honorable  accbnnnodatipfi 
of  existing  differences^  securing  your  rights,  or 
open  war,  in  #hkh  yon  may  avenge  yoar  wrongs, 
wil^  meet  public, expectation.  To  produce  One  or 
the  Other  of  these'  resillts,  and  be/tilly  prepared 
fbr  either  aiternfatiye.  was  his  object;  and  he 
would  rote  fbr  such  a  force  as  appeared  to  him 
best  calculated  £br*  (hat  purpose.  If  all  are  seri- 
ous,  said  Mr,  0.,  as  L  tfiist  they  are,  in  the  pro* 
fessions  made  on  this  subject/the  only  difference 
of  opinion  appears  to  be  m  regard  to  the  number 
and.  kind  of  troops  necessary  to  efi^t  the  objects 
in  view.*  Our  decision  on  this  point  mdst  be 
governed  by  the  information  we  possess.  The 
amount.  Bs  welL.as  the  description  of  the  forces 
to  be  raised,  buffht,  in  a  great'  decree,  to  be  pro- 
portioned to  and  regulated  by  the  iitipressiod  in- 
tended to  be  mvde  on  your  expect^  enemy,  and 
the  probable  force  to  be  resisted  or  subdued.  The 
pi^rpose  for  which  ihjese  troops  are  raised,  and  the 
immediate  use  to  be  made  of  them,  appear  now 
to  be  made  na  secret.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Qiles)  told  you  this  force  of 
twenty-five  thousand  troops,  proposed  to  be  raised 
by  this  bill,  oug:ht  to  be  considered  the  Army  of 
tne  North,  and  are  intended^  to  take  and  occupy 
Canada,  dbc.  If  it  be  intended,  said  Mr.  C,  to 
occupy  this  country,  of  which,  at  nresept,  there 
appears  no  ground  to  donbt,  it  ought  to  be  don^e 
with  the  least  possible  delay^  and  in  a  time  much 
shorter  than  would  be  re(|uired  to  rais^  so  targe 
a  regular  for6e.  This  number,  with  the  present 
establishment  of  ten  thousand  men,4nake  an  ag- 
gregate amount  of  tj^rty^five  thousand.  Of  these 
you  have  in  service  little' more  than  five  tl^ousand. 
Of  course,  near  thirty  thousand  are  yet  to  be  en- 
listed. To  raise  and  discipline  this  nttoibet  or 
the  hali*  of  it,  would  consume  more  time  than 
ought  to  elapse  before  you  act,  if  you  are  deter- 
mined to  act  with  effect 

The  motion  i8,io  strike  •oat  tha  word  "ten," 
the  number  of  raiments  »f  infkntry^  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inserting  "six.*'  This  would  make  the 
number  of  troops  to  be  raised  by  this  bill  some- 
what less  than  seventeen  thousand  men,  ai>d  in- 
crease the  whole  regular  force  to  rtearly  twenty- 
seven  thousand  nfen.  Mr.  O.  said^  from  the  best 
view  which  he  had  been  able  to  take  of  the  ^sub; 
ect,  upon  the  information  we  no#  posses8,.this 
brce,  aided  by  a  proper  proportion  of  vohinteeb, 
would  be  fully  competent  to  efieet  anjr  object  the 
Qovernment  can  have  in  view{  to  resist  and  sub- 
'  due  any  force ;  and  to  occupy,  if  nece»ary,  any 
territory  in  your  neighborhood.  On  any 'sudden 
emergency,  the  number  of  volunteers  or  militia 
actually  em  ploy  ed^  might,  and,  perhaps,  generally 
ought  to  equal,  and,  on  many  occasions,  much  exr 
ce^d  tnat  of  the  regular  troops,  as  they  <^oM  be 
organized  and  marched  to  the  scene  of  actioh  in 
much  shorter  tiipe  than  would  be  consumed  in 
raising  regular  troops,  would  consist  of  better 
materials,  and  could  be  more  relied  upon  to  make 
a  firsr4mpression  than  newljr  enKsted  troops  with- 
out the  advantages  of  discipline.  They  would, 
ftlso^  when  the  service  was  completed,  lay  down 
the  military  character,  return  to  their  homes, 


}; 


and  again  amalgamate  with  their  fellov^citizens, 
witfaoQt  a  liiurmttr.  Hence,  the  expense  would 
be  inconsiderable; the  time  of  service  beinz  prob- 
ably :short.  It  is.  therefore,  'fair  to  oalcufate,  if 
your  regular  force  amounts  to  twenty-seven  thou- 
sand men,- that  you  ought  to,  and  will  hare  in  ac- 
tual service,  and,  of  course,  in  pay^  forty  thou- 
sand xatn.  And  will  it  be  contended  that  this 
force  irndt  sufficient  to  accomplish  all  the  pur- 

e>ses  whieh  the  most  sanguine  have  in  view? 
ut,  it  seems,  volunteers  are  not  now  to  be  re- 
lied on.  You.'  muM-  depend  eniireky  on  -  regular 
troop»— ^  a  standing  army.  This  doctrine  is  of 
modSern  date  among  Re{>vb1ieans,  and  may,  if  it 
should  gain  currency,  svp  the  vital  principles  of 
your  Government.  The  language  of  the  Pres- 
ident on't  bis  sobjecf,  in  his  Message,  breathes  a 
very  different  spirit:    He  recommends  "  that  ad- 

*  equate  provision  "be  mide  for  ilUing  the  ranks 
<  and  prolonging  the  enlistments  of  the  regular 

*  troops ;  f6t  an  auxiUcay  force,  to'be  engaged  for 

*  a  more  Ifmited  term ;  for  the  acceptance  of  tol- 
^  unte<?r  corptt  whose  patriotic  ardor  may  court  a 
'  participation  in  urgent  servioes ;  for  detaoh- 
^  ments,  as  they  may  be  wanted,  of  other  por- 

*  tions  of  the  militia,"  &c.  H^re^  we  <pieroeive, 
he  <ionsiders  the  new  Ibrce  recommended  to  be 
raised  as  only  auxiliary  to  the  present  reffolar 
foree.  Henee,  ic  would  seeini^ir  to  conekide  he 
d14  not  mean  the  number  ofthe  former  should 
exceed  that  of  the  latter.  But,  he  seems  to  place 
considerable  confidence  in  'Wolonteer  corps,'' 
«n  the  ground  that  their  ^patriotic  ardor  may 
court  a  participatien  in  urgent  servioes  V  those 
very  kind  of  services  for  Which  the  force  is  now 
to  be  provided.  He  did,  therefore,  oontemplate 
thai  spch  volunteers  should  constitute  an  efficient 
part  of  the  force  to  be  employed  in  effecting  the 
more-  important  objects  noW  in  view ;  and  that, 
the  militia,  aho^  should  be  engaged,  and  contrib- 
ute their  share  in  suppoHing  any  contest  that 
mibfht  ensue.  But,  it  seenrs,  your  volunteers  and 
mifitia  are  considered  totally  incompetent  to  per- 
form any  important  mMitary  servicnis.  From 
them  you  are  -re^utred  to  withdraw  your  confi- 
dence, and  plaice  it  In  regular  tmops  onlv,  of 
whom,  yon  torn t  raise  an  arroy«Bffioiently  large 
to  eflfiMt  all  your  purpases.  Let  this  doctrine  be 
onc^  established,  and  the  people  ONiy  tremble  fbr 
their' liberties  when  it  is  tbo  lata— when  their 
chaiiis  are  riveted  upon  them  by  a  miHtarv  power. 
Bu^  the  attempt  to  raise  eo^  large  a  regular  force 
a^  this  moment,  would-  retard  instead  ai  aeeeler- 
ate  the  completion  of  the  objects  tateaded;  for, 
it  wilt  be  found  impracticable  to  enlist  and  oigan- 
kee  such  force  in  time  to  aat  before  the  proper 
season  is  gokie ;  before  the  ibe  breaks  up  in  the 
Spring.  You  might  rndeed,  oaHect  that  portion 
which  consists  xyf  officers,  but  you  cannot  fill  op 
the  'ranks.  If  ted  or  fifteen  thousand  eflecthres 
could  be  brought  into  service  iif  time,it  would 
equal  his  most  sanguine  expe^tatioae.  Tou 
would,  therefbr^,  have^  it  is  believed,  a  ibrce 
equally  efficient,  if  the  proposed  mnendmtat  pre- 
vailed, as  if  the* bill  pasted  in  its- present  shipe, 
while  yourevptftditarei  woold  be  thereby  gHMtly 
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^AtBished,  ftB4  fto  obacacle  whateTer  prfsented  to 
tike  most  dfienire  mad  Tigrprous  course  of  proceed- 
isg.  If  immecHaie  vperatioos  be  ioteiided,  as  he 
trosied  tliaf  w^re^  tbey  must  foe  principally  car- 
ried on,  ID  the  first  instaace^  by  volunteers,  who 
eouldi  and  oBght-  to  be^eaahodied  and  prepared  to 
aet  oo  the  shortest  notice.  For  this  jmrpose^  an- 
thonze  the  Rxecauv^  immediately  to  officer,  of- 
faai'ze  for  a  limited  time,  and  pat  into  motion, 
sach  niioiber  of  voianteers  who  may  tender  their 
serrices,  as  shall  be  deemed  competent  to  the 
aacasion ;  hring  ta  the  scene  of  action  as  aoany 
ef  your  pratant  regular  troops  'as  ma^  beapared 
frooa  other  aerfiees,  and  can,  with  the  least  delay, 
ha  eoaoantrated;  and  let  these,  united  with  your 
ToUitttears  and  such  of  xM  new  troops  as  can  be 
faiaad  in  time,  make  tb^  first  impression,  seize 
an4  oeeupy  the  country  contemplated,  and  main- 
tmkk  tha  contest  until  the  additional  regular  force, 
mha9l  to  be  raised,  can  be  organized  add  brought 
iuu  Mlaal  service.  Tbesa  may.  then,  support, 
and,  in  dne  time,  relieve  your  voianteera.  Holdi 
the  advaatages.you  may  have  gained  ;  repel  any 
Ibrce  that  majf  be  brought  to  ojspose  them,  and 
extend,  if  required,  your  acquisitions;  while,  in 
the  mean  time,  sufficient  corps  of  the  militia  may 
be  called  into  service  and  employed  within  the 
limits  of  the  Union,  with  such  of  the  regular 
troops  as  iziay  be  retained  for  the  purppse,  to  pro- 
laet  yonr  frontiers  fyonbincursiohshy  the  sava^^es, 
and  year  coasts  against  attacks  from  a  foreiga 
enemy'.  t    • 

Thts  mode  of  proceeding  would  enable,  jon  to 
aet,  before  thf  season  shaU  pasa  ^fny  in  jvhidi 
war  operations  could  :bd  carried  cof  with  the 
laaal  probable  resistaaee,  and  the  greatest  proa- 
pact  of  soeeess.  The  most  distingnisbiag  foa- 
tttre  thai  eoiild  characterize  your^  proceedings^  at 
tyamoinent,  would  be,  the  expedhion  with  which 
fan  pregresa,  both  in  Legialative  and  fikecotive 
operatioaa.  But,  if  yon  Wait,  as  seems  to  be  con- 
templated by  the  gentleman  trom  Vir^aia,  until 
twentyo^veor  thirty  thonsand  men  are,  by  enlist- 
aaeats,  raised,  discipuned,  and  put  in  teadiness  for 
aetoal  service,  the  time  ta  act  will  have  passed 
•way;  the  iae  irill  he  broken  tip,  and  the  ap- 
ftaaahea  by  water  ta  the  caantrv  intended  as  the 
aeene  of  aetton,  will  be  tbereay  onaned ;.  and. 
worn  naay  bave^to  Effect  yonr  ehiect.  should  it  thea 
fee  practicable,  at  more-thaa  donbW  the  expense 
af  hiaod  and  trcaaare  that  would  have  been  re- 
^oired  had  yon  taken  advantage  of  the  proper 
tme.  What  evidence  ha v.e  we,  said' Mr.  C,  to 
ahow  that  so  ktrgea  regular  force  as  that  pra- 
poaed  by  the  bill  is  neaessary  ?  The  object,. as 
avowed  by  the  geatlemaa.  ia  ta  occupy  Qanada. 
9ram  the  beat  information  he  had  been  able  \o  oh- 
laia,  there  are  not  more  than  aix  thonsand  regU: 
lar  troajpa,  if  there  be  |hat  number,  in  the  prov-» 
inee*  The  gentleman  states  the  number  ^t  about 
seven  thonsaad.  Suppose  the  latter  to  be  correct, 
would  not  dooble  the  number  of  regular  troops, 
(allowing  for  accidents  of  every  description,)  he 
anflleieat  to  oppose  to  these?  And,  would  not 
yi«r  voivntecrfli  be  ableio  cope  with  Canadian 
ailkial     Upon  iheae  data  what  oceaslon  oaa 


there  he.  at  thii4ime,  to  increase  yx>ur  regular 
force  to  thirty -five  thousand  men  ?  Have  you  no 
confidence  in  the  knowledge  possessed,  and  the 
opinion  formed  on  this  subject  by  your  Qovern- 
ment  ?  Have  they^not  as  ample  means,ilt  least, as 
we^have,  to  obtain  correct  information  t  Thi^,  no 
one,  it  is  presumed,  will  deny ;  aqd  the  honored 
gentlemen  told  you  they  are  of  opinion  ten  thou- 
sand-additional troops,  .maki 02  the  whole  regular 
force  twenty  thousand,  would  oe  sufficient  for  the 
present  Occasion.  To  those,  ihp  Qo  vera  ment,  no 
doabt,  intended  to  add  as  many  corp  af  ..volnn* 
tears,  prQ|;)erly  officered  and -organized  for  the  pur- 
pose, as  cifcomstances  should  require;,  and  such 
united  farce  would,  certainly,  be  competent^  ao* 
eordii>g  40  the  preseni  state  of  things,  to  aubdue 
any  opposttLoo  to  be  expected,  and  to  occupy  any 
territory  in  your  neighborhood,  that  comes  wilhjn 
the  avowed  object  of  your  present  preparations. 
But,  Mr.  GL  aaid,  he  was  willing  to  go  fhrther ;  to 
increase  the  regular  force  to  n&dy  tarenty^seven 
thousand  men,  and  make  ample  provision  for 
bringiog  into  actual  service  such  corps  of  volan- 
teers,  officered  by  the  Ezecativcj  fl\iMl  suelt  nnm- 
her  of  the  militia  as  shall  be  ooasidered  neoessary. 
Should  his  motion  net  j)revaiL  ha  would,  hotwith- 
atai^didg,  vote  for  the  bill,  and  for  anjr  ofhe^  mea- 
eures  proposed  that  could,  in  any  degree,  contrib- 
ute to  inaintain  the  rights  an()  charaqter  ef  the 
nation.  He  should^  also,  at  any  future  day,  vote 
for  such  additional  troops  as  the  crisis  might  then 
require;  and  this  appeared  to  him  the  most.e$- 
cient  as  well  as  correct  course.  Raise,  at  present, 
the  number  proposed  by.  the  amendment,  whidh 
OKMl,  if  not  all  who  are  in  favor  of  actual  reaist- 
ance,  allow  to  be  necessary,  and  before  they  are 
organized,  yoa  will  be  better  able  to  determine 
what  additional  force,  if  any,  will  be  necessary. 
This  would  produce  more  unaninaity,  oceaatan 
less  delay,  and  could  not.  In  any  possible  degree, 
weaken  your  operative  measures,  6t  emharraas 
your  Government. 

Mr.  C.  said,  believing,  as^  4*^*  ^^  force  pto* 
poaed  by  the.amendmant  fully  competent  toae- 
aomplish  the  objeN(^.alL profess  to  have  in  view, 
he  was  unwilling  to  vote  for' a  greater  number* 
He  was  o^osed,  on  principle,  to  swelling  the 
regular  military  force  beyond  the  bonnda  really 

Jemanded  by  the  crisis,  aa  it  would  be  aettiag  a 
angeroua  precedent,  that  might,  hereafter,  be  ra- 
aorted  to  aa  a  pretext  for  augmenting,  from  time 
to  time*  without  sufficient  eiuse,  or  beyond  the 
nature  of  the  exigency,. your  standing  army ;  un- 
til the  people  might,  perhaps,  be  awakened  from 
their  security,  as  has  been  .the  case  on  many  oc-^ 
casions  in  other  countries,  by* feeling  the  pressure 
of  the-  chains  of  military  despotism*  He  Was, 
also,  unwilling  to  charge  the  nation  with  expea<^ 
diturea  which  its  finances  were  not  prepared  to 
m^t,aBd  which,  in  his  opinion,  the  j6ccasion  did 
not  require.  He  trusted  it  was  not  the  intantioo 
of  aay  one,  by  raising  so  large  a  cegidar  force, 
and  ihereby  incurring  so  great  an  expenditure, 
beyond  what  it  is  belieted  was  necessary,  to  drain 
your  Treasury,  embarrass  your  fiscal  concerns, 
aad  paralyze  the  best  concerted  maaauraa  af  yottr 
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Government.  If,  however,  such  were  ihe  objects 
intended,  a  more  effectual  mode  to  accomplish 
them  could  not  be  adopted. 

If  war  becomes  indispensable,  you  ought  not 
to  calculate  that  it  will  be  of  short  duration.  You 
can  make  war,  but  it  does  not  rest  with  you  alotie 
to  make  peace.  Every  effort  ought  to  be  made 
to  bring  it  to  a  speedy  termination,  and  all  the 
means  that  could  be  usefully  enrployed  afforded 
for  that  purpose.  But  you  ought  not,  in  the  be- 
ginning, to  waste  unnecessarily  your  treasure;;, 
which  are  the  sinews  of  war;  your  exertions 
should  be  proportioned  to  the  resistance  to  be 
overcome  ;  aod  do  more  of  your  energies  and  re- 
sources exbaiisted  than  the  occasion  requires ;  al- 
ways reserving  the  residue  to  meet  a  more  urgent 
emergency.  War  once  commenced,  you  ought 
to  calculate  on  supporting  it,  on  at  least  the  same, 
if  Dot  on  a  more  extended  scale,  not  only  for  one, 
but  for  many  years^  as  it  cannot  be  known  how 
long  it  may  be  contmued. 

The  American  people,  said  Mr.  C,  will,  with- 
out a  murmur,  support  any  expenditures  they  be- 
lieve necessary  to  maintain  the  rights  and  avenge 
the  wrongs  ot  their  country.  But  they  will  ex- 
pect you  to  restrict  those  expenditures  to  such 
only  as  the  emergency  shall  require ;  and  that  be- 
fore you  call  on  them  for  new  contributions,  you 
will  be  prepared  to  show  you  have  disposed  of 
the  means  already  in  your  hands  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. Your  Government  has,  no  doubt,  esti- 
mated the  probable  amount  of  force  that  would 
be  required  to  accomplish  the  objects  in  view; 
they  have  probably  made  arrangements,  so  far  as 
rested  with  them,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  such 
force;  they  would  also,  he  conceived,  be  in  a 
great  degree  responsible  that  it  was  competent 
for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  raised,  should  be 
employed  to  effect  those  purposes,  and  that  your 
finances  could  be. rendered  adequate  to  its  sup- 
port. Bat  what  are  you  about  to  do  by  this  bill  ? 
Derange  all  those  plans  and  change  the  resnon- 
sibiiity.  Instead  of  twenty  or  twenty-five  tnou- 
sand,  the  number  deemed  sufficient,  you  force 
upon  the  Government  thirty-tive  thousand  regu- 
lar troops.  You  thereby^  take  upon  yourselves 
the  responsibility  of  raising  a  force  much  larger 
than  was  required,  or  can  be  usefully  employed; 
of  occasioning  a  great  unnecessary  expenditure, 
which  will  drain  your  Treasury,  embarrass  yoar 
finances,  and  probably  coinpel  you  to  impo^  new 
burdens  on  the  people.  Will  they  not  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  those  extraordinary  measures, 
and  ask  wherefore  were  those  new  taxes  im- 
posed, those  expenditures  incurred  ?  What  occa- 
sion was  there  for  so  large  >i  regular  army?  On 
what  great  emergency  were  they  to  be  employed, 
and  what  numerous  foree  was  to  be  resisted  or 
subdued?  Those  will  be  natural  inquiries^  and 
the  answers  will,  no  doubt,  suggest  themselves, 
that  a  great  portion  of  these  expenditures  was  in- 
curred contrary  to  the  views  of  the  Executive, 
and  for  which  he  would  in  no  respect  be  respon- 
sible ;  that  little  more  than  half  the  regular  force 
raised  was  deemed  competent  to  effect  all  the 
ptaeticafole  objects  within  your  reach  ^  that  the 


force  to  be  resisted  or  subdued  was  not  known  or 
believed  to  be  considerable,  nor  such  as  to  require 
the  number  of  troops  ordered  to  be  raised ;  but 
that  a  majority  of  Congress  took  upon  them- 
selves, without  sufficient  cause,  to  raise  this  large 
army,  incur  this  immense  expense,  and  conse- 
quently require  those  new  burdens  to  be  Imposed. 
For  all  this,  therefore,  and  the  consequences  that 
may  flow  therefrom,  such  majority,  and  not  the 
Executive,  must  and  will  be  responsible  to  the 
people. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  now  notice  more  par- 
ticularly some  of  the  arguments  adduced  by  the 
.  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Giles.) 
!  He  did  not  propose  following  him  through  the 
'  various  course  of  his  reasoning,  much  of  which, 
however  ingenious,  did  not  appear  to  him  relevant 
to  this  subject,  and  although  on  that  acceoBt 
would  not  now  be  answered,  he  did  not  subscribe 
to.    The  honorable  gentleman  said,  in  case  of 
war,  your  present  military  force  of  10,000  men 
would  be  required  to  protect  your  Western  front- 
iers, and  prevent  New  Orleans  and  Florida  being 
taken  by  the  British,  &c. ;  and,  therefore,  that 
25,000  additional  regulars  would  be  necessary,  aod 
little  enough,  to  effect  your  purposes  in  the  North, 
!  &c.    Mr.  C.  said  no  object  could  be  more  inter- 
I  esting  to  the  Western  country  than  the  security 
of  New  Orleans;  no  one  could  feel  more  sensibly 
than  he  did  the  importance  of  affording  effectual 
'  protection  to  that  place,  as  well  as  to  Florida  and 
I  the  Western  frontiers;  and  he  believed  no  one 
was  more  anxious  than  himself,  or  would  go  fur- 
ther to  provide  the  most  ample  nieans,  and  such 
as  could  be  most  usefully  employed  for  those  pur- 
poses.   He  trusted  the  gentleman's  professed  re- 
fard  for  the  protection  of  that  quarter  of  the 
Tnion  was  sincere  and  would  Ion?  continue.   He 
would  not,  however,  suffer  himself  to  be  induced 
by  his  anxiety  for  even  those  favorite  and  hifffaiy 
important  objects,  to  abandon  his  solemn  duty, 
by  raising*  a  force  so  much  larsrer  than,  in  his 
opinion,  the  0(*casion  required.    He  was  inclined 
to  believe  5,000  regular  troOps,  with  the  aid  of 
volunteers  and  militia,  would  pe  competent  to 
protect  New  Orleans  and  its  neighborhood.    The 
number  of.  forces  necessary  to  protect  the  West- 
ern frontiers  would  .depend  upon  circumstances, 
and  the  disposition  of  the  neighboring  Indian 
tribes.    But  a  considerable  proportion  oi(  the 
force  requisite  for  that  purpose  might  consist  of 
Volunteers,  or  corps  raised  for  a  limited  time, 
whose  services  would   be  equally   useful,  and 
would  enable  the  Government  to  dispense  with 
the  employment  of  any  large  portion  of  your  reg- 
ular troops  in  that  quarter.  -  We  have  as  yet,  said 
Mr.  C,  taken  possession  of  that  part  only  of  West 
Florida,  to  which  our  Xerritorial  claim  extends, 
and  there  appears  no  ground,  at  present,  to  be 
alarmed  for  its  safety.    The  employment,  there- 
fore^  of  80  large  a  regular  force  as  10,000  men  in 
that  quarter,  does  not  appear  necessary,  and  caa 
furnish  no  'g^ood  ground. for  raisiiig  so. large  an 
additional  army  as  that  contemplated  by  this  bill' 
But  the- gentleman  inquires,  what  yod  woaid 
think  of  New  Orleans  and  New  York  beiag  takefi 
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bT  Uie  British?  sod  observes,  if  this  should  take 
place^  yoa  would  not  remain  in  power,  or  be  this 
meo  wbo  would  end  the  war,  dbo.  It  might  not. 
be  Tery  iooiportaDt;  said  Mr,  C^  to  the  nation, 
vhetber  the  men  now  in  power  should  long  con- 
tiove  to  eojoy  it  or  not ;  or  whether,  in  case  there 
^oold  b^  war,  they  or  their  successors  should 
teraaiiiiate  it.  Measures  and  not  men  is  the  maxim 
bjr  which  we  ought  to  regulate  our  conduct^  and 
it  their  suceessors  should  bee^Mally.or  more  com- 
petf&t  to  execute  the  important  trusts  reposed  in 
thein  the  nation  would  hftve  nothing*  to  appre^ 
heod  from  the  chfmge.  h  was.  howeyer,  a  doc- 
trine  toArhich  he  could  n6t  subscribe^  that  they 
were  to.  act  contrary  to  what  they  belieyed  their 
doty,  in  order  to  avoid  losing  their  places.  But 
why  this  attempt,  said  Mr.  C.,  to  etaggerate  the 
danmrs  and  raise  the  fears  of  the  citizen8,Qf  New 
iTork  and  New  Orleans  1  and  to*  excite  in  t\ke 
public  mind  a|Q)rehensions  for  the  safety  of  those 
places  1  This  eoi^ld  answer  no  valuable  purpose; 
Ha  onJy  effect  would  be  to  produce  groiindless 
alarms,  and  inflame,  for  a^  while,  the  public  seor 
sibility^  There  SLfipeared  i\o  suteKantfal  grounds 
to  be  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  either  ^. those, 
places.  The  position  of  Nyew  Orleans  is  sbcb  as  ^ 
leaden  it  diffi^lt  of  approach  to  an  enemy,  and^ 
by  the  employment  of  proper  means;  capable  of 
\iinf  successfully  defended.  The  fortificatiops 
of  New  York  a^e  stated  by  those  best  informed 
•on  the  subject  to  be  in  suciii^  state  of  completion 
as  wooid  enable  that  4)l8ce  to  re^st  ^ny  attaclc 
likely  to  be  made  upon  it;  and  there  is  no  ra,- 
tional  ground  to  douot  that  Qovernii(eAt  will^em- 
|doy  the  best  means  they  possess  for  the  security 
ana  proteetioB  of  those  places. 

t*he  gentleman  did  indeed  make  a  statement, 
said  Mr.  C,  which,  at  the  time,  very  much  sur- 
prised me. .  It  was»  (as  I  took  bis  words  down,} 
^  that  he  did  know  it  was  the  intention  of  thd 
ibrmer  Administration  in  case  of  war,  not  to 
protect  New  Orleans,  but  let  Great  Britain  take 
It;  and  that  the  Western  people  would  beJeft  to 
make  it  themselv^i''  ^'  that  he  did  not  know  the 
intention  of  the,  present  Administration  on  this 
sobiect,  but  believed  it  to  be  the  same  with.that 
of  the  former."  This^  appears  to  me,  said  Mr. 
<^*j  acharijeof  the  most  seriojis  and  alarming  na- 
ture, and,  if  well-founded,  would  merit  the  most 
severe  reprehension.  Qut  to  establish  it,  under 
existing  circumstance^  would  require  strong  and 
inconteauble proofs.  Tbatthe  Government  shonld, 
without  any  known  inducement,  abandoa^one  oi 
the  moat  important  jplaces  in  the  nation,  and, 
withoot  attempliog  its  defence,  suffer  it  to  pass 
into  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  is,  in  itself,  so  im-. 
probable,  and  would  argue  so  great  a  weakness, 
or  what  is  worse,  such  politicaldepravity,  that  if 
I  bad  no  knowledge  of  the  transaction  alluded  to, 
or  of  the  persons  then  composing*  the  Govern-) 
sent,  I  could  not,  without,  the  most  convincing 
evidence,  persti^e  myself  to  believe  it.  I  should 
be  forced  to  conclude  that  however,  sincerely  this, 

EBtUman  mi^ht  believe  what  he  stated,  he  must 
ve  been  misinformed  on  the  subject  or  have' 
AUtaken  t)i0  views  of  th^  Administration.    And 


here  it  might  seem  natural  to  inquire^  if  the  geur 
tieman  was,  at  the  time,  informed  of  desij^ns  en- 
tertained by  the  Administration,  so  derogatory  to 
the  character,  as  well  as  dangerous  to  the  dignity 
of  the  nation,  and  so  evidently  ruinous  to  the 
Western  portloti  of  the  Union,  why  he  did  not 
make  them  known  to  the  public,  or  at  least  to 
those  who  were  so  deeply  interested  in  guarding, 
against  their  consequences?  But,  said  Mr.  C, 
in  1808-9,  the  time  it  19  presumed  alluded  to, 
when  some  apjprehensions  were  eptertained  for 
the  saiety  of  New  Orleans,  I  was  a  member  of 
thie  other  House^  It  became  my  duty  to  ascer- 
tain, so  far  ar  circumstances,  rendered  it  proper, 
the  measures  intended  to  be  adopted,, and  the 
means  that  were  to  be  used  for  the  protection  of 
that  place,  whose  safety  was  so  important  to  the 
people  I  represented ;  and  if  confidence  could  be 
placed  in  the  df?cliirations  of  those  who  then 
composed  the  Administration,  (and  their  vetra- 
city,  it  is  believed,  has  hitheito  never  been  justly 
questioned,)  it  was.  their  inteihion  and,  solemn 
determin^uon  to  defend  it  to  the  last  ei^tremity, 
in  case  it  was  attacked,  by  all  the  disposable  force 
and  means  in  tpeir  power.  That  this  was  their 
reafl  iotentiop  'appeals  sufficiently  established  by 
t*heir  subsequent  conduct,  in  sending  a  considera* 
ble  number  of  troops  as  well  as  gtoboats,  to  that 
place  for  the  object- alone  of  protecting  it;  %hd 
who  were  ordered  to  tajte  such  positionas  should 
l>e  best  calculated  for  Hiatr  purpose.  The  destruc- 
tive calamity  experienSed  by  those  troops,  from 
the  insalubrity  of  th^  climate,  must  be  fresh  in 
the  recollection  of  aU.  Btitthe  uniform  conduct 
of  the  late  Executive,  durinjf  the  whole  course 
of  1^  administratioi^  (of  which  unreserved  can« 
dor  was  a  distinguishing  characteristic^  and  in 
particular,  the  just  regard  he  paid  on  all  proper 
oe^casions  to  the  best  interesta  of  the  Western 
peopl^.are  of  theiQselyes  more  than  sufficient  to 
shield  him  against  the  imputation  of  the  tiews 
now  a^ribed  to  him.  I  canoot,;  however,  but 
express  my  regret  that  this  stisteoient,  ttfii^  at 
this  time,  should  have  the  appearance  of  throw- 
ing a  censure  on  the  conduct. of.  the  late  venera- 
ble President.^  He  has  retired,  acoompadied  bv 
the  plaudits  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  the  hign 
respect  of  the  teal  fViends  to  civil  liberty  through- 
out the  world,  to  the  shades  of  privitte  life.  Why 
not  suffer  him  to  repose  there  undisturbed  1  I 
cab  hardly' persuade  myself  it  was,  intended  by 
this  statement  to  impeach  the  purity  of  his  mo- 
tives }  but  I  cannot  oniit  observing,  that  it  appears 
to  me  a  melAncnoly'  proof,  of  £e  inalignity  of 
the  human  mind,  that  so  many  attempu  should 
be  made  to  sully  the  well-earned  reputation  of 
that  illustrious  statesman,  whose  fame  will  sur* 
Vive  the  lapse  of  ages,  and  glide  down  the  tide 
of  time  unimpaired,  while  that  of  his  enemies 
will  vanish  like  the  fleeting  ^.smoke^  or  descend 
wit1i  themselves  to  the  tomb  of  oUivion. 

With  r^ard  to  the  present  Administration, 
Mr.  p.  saidj  he  did  not  know  their,  particular 
views  on  this  subject  $  he  had,  ho'weter,  no  rea- 
son to  believe  that  they  were  such  as  the  gentle* 
nianseeqied  to  consider  them.    He  coukl  not  for 
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a  moment  enterttii^  the  Idea  that  tbey  intended 
to  dban^ca  the  protecfion  of  Ifevr  Orleans^  and 
be  did  not^ believe  there  w^s  a  single  act  of  the 
Bxee^tfve  that  woold  jostify  scieh'a  conclusion. 

The  honorable  member  asserted  tlii^  ^notion 
was  in  oppoisition  to  the  spirit  of  tbe  President^. 
Message,  and  theinea&ared  therein  repoatmend^, 
&c.:  h^  observc(J,  the  Secretary  of  War  did  in- 
deed state,  in  con?ersatioo,  to  him,  that  tenuhou- 
sand  additional  regi^lar  troops  might  answer  the 
present  purpose,  bni*  that  he  ifteted  entirely  in- 
opinion  with'  the  Secretary  on  this  subject,  and 
givesyoti  to  understand  that  this  inqffkial  state- 
ment, (as  he  chooses  to  cMit,)  which  be  consid^ 
ers  fis  coming  from-  the  Ejrecftftire,  wils-at  vari- 
ance with  his  official  communication  in  his  Mes^ 
sage,  Ac. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  could  not  admit  the  correctness 
of  the  eonchisiops  which'  the  gentleman  drew 
from  bis  premises. .  It  did  not  appear  to  him  that 
this  motion,  or  the  statement  alleged  lo  have 
been  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  ,was  in  o^. 
position  to^  or  at  variaivee  with,  either  the  spirit 
of  the  Message,  or  tjie  ^^peeific  mea^res  recom- 
mended therein.  It  is  true,  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman difi^red  in  opinion  from' toe  Secretary, 
with  regard  to  the  nt^mber  of  regulat  troops  ne^ 
cessa^y  to  effect  the  purposes  intended;  and  it 
would  teem  the  principal  question  wa^,  whether 
oil  ttiis  subject  the  opinion  of  the  former,  wiio 
professed  to  have  no  Jrno^edge  on  military  af^ 
fairs,  or  that  of  the  (atter,  as  the  organ  of  the 
B^eciAive,  (as  he  Was 'alleged  to  be,)  deserved 
most  weight,  and  ought  to  be  most  relied  upon. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  bad  already  stated  the  sense  in 
'  which  he  underMood  the  Executive^ Tec<ommend>c 
ation  on  ibis  subject,  and  endeavored  to  show  the 
force  iifroposed  4o  ba  raised  by  this  motion,  c6n- 
neeted  with  the  other  measures  be  wished  adopt- 
ed, was  in  confiHrmity  to  the  views  presented  by 
the  Message.  He  would  now,  hotrever,  again 
recnr  to  the  words  t>f  the  Message  itself,  and  see 
if  they  furnished  any  just  grounds  For  the  een-' 
tleraan's  •deductions  and  satmcal  striatures.  The 
parts  particularly  allude^  to  are  in  the  following 
words  :^^With  this  evidence  of  hostile  inflexi- 
'bility,  in  trampling  pn  rights -which  no  inde>- 
'  pendent  nation  can  relinquish,  Congress  will 
'  feel  the  dutyof  putting  the  United  States  into 
'  ftn  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded  by  the 
^  crisis,  and  corresponding  wlrh  the  national  spirit 
'  and  ezpectatioirs.  I  recommend,  accordingly, 
*  that  adequate  provision  be  made  for  fiFlina  the 
'  ^nks,  and  prolonging  the  enlistments  of  tbe 
'  regular  troops ;  for  an  auxiliary  force  to  be  en- 
'  gaged  for  a  more  Kmited  term ;  for  the  aecept- 
'  anee  of  volunteer  corps^  Whose  patriotic  ard6r 
'may  court  a' participation  in  argent  services; 
'  for  detachments,  as  tbey  nuay  be  wanted,  of  other 
'  portions  of  tbe  militia,''  &c. 

.Here  we  see,  said  Mr.  C,  the  specific  measiires 
officially  recommended  by  the  Executive,  and 
may  ibrm  aa  opinion  of  tbe  spirit  of  hia  Message, 
10  wM^baUasioii  has-been  made.  Let  us  now 
examine  the  measures  proposed  to  be  adopted  by 
those  in  favor  of  the  i^sent  motion,  and  whicn 


are^Witb  liitla  variatioii,  consisieat  with  the  wkf- 
ment,  te>rn>ed  inolBcialJ  said  t6  be  iii«de  by  the 
Secretary  of  War*    Tbey  are,  to  fill  up  the  ranks 
of  the  pr^ent  regular  troops,  for  which  a  bill  bas 
already  passed ;  to  raise  an  addilfonal  for  atiziii* 
ary)  foree  of  nearly  17,000  men ;  and  mJao,  to  aa- 
thofiie  bringing  into  service  such  volmteer  corpa 
and >p6rtionsof  thiBmiNtia  as  the  bceasion  mar 
require.    This  will  make  the  auxiliary  fbreemtieh 
larger  than  tbe  principal  forcej^  in  aid  of  which  it 
is  required ;  audit  would  seem  a  fair  coikHroetloa 
of  J  he  words  of  the  Message,  as  already  atatedL 
tb^t  the  auxiliary  force,  a^  said  to  be  atiggested 
by  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  should  be  equal  *ohly  to 
the  principal  force ;  the  whole  regular  force  maa 
provided  Would  be  nearly^  27,000,  which^  whh  the 
vdlonteers  to  be  author i2ed,  (who  were  undoubt- 
edly considered  by  the  Exe<^utive  M  sti>  efficient 
part  of  the  troops  uy  be  ensployed.)  vrould  pot  in 
the  power  of  the  Gotemment  a  disposable  force,, 
exclusive  of  tbe  militia,  of  at  least  40.000  effective 
men.    This  force,  which  might  be  inqreaaed  aa 
circumstancee  sfaould  require,  is  certainly  oonape- 
tent  to  accomplish  ail- the  attainable  objects  tbe 
most  sangaioe  -can  have  in  view,    hi-  vrhat  re- 
spect, iben,  can  these  measures  be  considered  in 
opposition  to,  or  at  variance  with,  either  the  ^pirit 
or  language  of  the  official  communication  T    If 
the  forces  furnished. bcf fully  competent  to  afifeot 
the  purposes  for  which  ^tbey  were  required,  Will 
you  not^Hhen,  haveptrt  the  United  States  **into 
an  armor  and  anr  attitode  demanded  by  the  crisis, 
and  correspondtiTffwitb  the  national  spirit  and 
e^rpectatf ons  ?'    And  will  not  all  the  objects  <^ 
the  Bxeentiverecommendattoirbecemplied  with  f 

There  does  not^  therefore,  appear  any  ground 
whatever,  except  in  the  imaginatioii  of  the  gen- 
tleman, for  the  alleged  variance  between  the  offi^ 
ci^l  and  re^^nsibleeommunicatipn  of  the  Execu- 
tive, and  tbiU  whieh  has  been  termed  inofficial 
and  irresponsible.  Nor  was  he  able  to  perceive 
what  public  good  could  arise  from  stattoents  eri- 
dently  calculated,  if  not  intended,  to  misrepresent 
the  views  of  the  Administration.  He  was  him- 
self convinced,  from  sources  to  him  entirely  satis- 
factory, the  views  of  the  Executive  were  really 
such  as  had  been  presented  toe  the  public  by  htS' 
Message  ^  su?h  as  they  ought  to  4)e,  and  such  aa 
wou(d,  if  supported  and  promptly  carried  into 
effect  by  Congress,  maintain  the  rights  and  Vin- 
dicate the  honor  ef  the  nation. 

It  seems,  ho#ever^  y oil  mast  raise  tbe  number 
of  troops  contained  in  the  bill,  whether  they  can 
be  usefully  employed  or  hot;  for'  the  honorable 
gentleman  sayir,  if  you  raise  less,  Oreat  Britain 
will  not  believe  you  are  in  eamesft,  or  .thiit  yoa 
mean  to  use  physical  force,  dbc.;  and  further  ob* 
serf  ed,  she  bad  in  Cahada  seven  thousand  regular 
troops  aM  fourteeu  thousand  militia,  d^c.  I  can- 
not,^idMr.  C, subscribe  to  the  dot^trinethatwe 
are  to' raise  a  force  greater  than'  is  competedt  te 
a^omJpUsh  the '  su^tantial  objects  we  have  in 
view,  tor  the  purpose  alone  of  convincing  that  na- 
tion we  are  in  earnest— that  is,  that  we  meaa 
what  we  eay .'  This  Tfould  appear  to  me  beneath 
pthe  dignity  of  the  Legislature,  and  derogatory  to- 
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Uifi  nalioiMil  character.  Besides,  there  is  do  rea* 
soo  to  belief e  it  would  have  the  proposed  effect ; 
it  would  onljr  waste  unnecessarily  your  resources, 
without  produciog  the  least  public  adyaotage. 
Tboe  aie  tome  of  your  owo  citieeos  who  preteo/d 
to  believe  you  are  Dot  seriously  determined  to 
pro89cate  tke  avowed  objects  of  your  prepara- 
tions; and  the  British  GoverDaieot,as  usual,  may 
ptrobeibly  take  its  tone  from  theirs.  The  use  you 
make  of  your  troops,  as  well  as  the  .decision  and 
energy  with  wbicl\  you  act,  and  not  the  number 
you  raise,  will  best  prove  vonr  sincerity,  and  will 
alooe  probably  convince  tW  nation  that  you  are 
not  only  in  earnest  in  your  preparations,  but  that 
you  know  and  will  maintain  your  rights;  and 
that  you  feel  your  wrongs,  and  will  avenge  them. 
With  regard  to  thje  forces  Great  Britain  has  in 
Canada,  said  Mr.  C,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe, 
as  already  stated,  the  regular  troops  there  exceed 
six  thoosandi  or  that  there,  could  be  o^ore  than 
ten  thousand  milkia  brought  into,  actual  service. 
Suppose,  however,  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
correct,  would  not  double  the  number  of  your 
regular  troops  be  sufficient,  under  all  supposable 
disadvantages,  to  oppose  the  seven  thousand  Brit- 
ish troops  >  And  could  not  your  volunteers  suc- 
cessfully enttounter  Canadian  militia?  No  one, 
it  is  presumed,  would  be  willing  to  deny  this. 
Upon  whatsoluigroundi  then,<can  it  be  contended 
that  twenty-five  thousand  regular  troops  would 
be  necessary  for  that  service  ? 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  says  he  has  noi 
much  confidence  in  volunteers  ^  that  they  will 
melt  away  like  a  ball  of  snow,  d^.  This  docr 
uiae,  said  Mr.  C,  is,  as  ha^  been  already  stated, 
of 'modern  date  among  those  professing  to  be  Re- 
pyhlicaas ;  it  was  g^ce  considered  rank  Federal 
doctrine,  which  gave  alarm  to  the  friends  of  libr 
erty,  anu  contrihuted  in  a  great  degree  to  destroy 
theu  confidence  in  those  avowing  it.  The  militia 
have  always  beep  considered,  by  the  most  distin* 
guished  advocates  of  sound  principles,  the  bul- 
wark of  ou'r  liberties,  and,  on  emergencies,  the 
guardians  of  our. rights.  Volunteers  are  the  beu 
ter  sort  of  militia,  and  at  least  equally  to  be  relied 
upon,  they  have,  on  many  occasions  during  the 
Revolntion,  distinguished  themselves  by  their  pa- 
itiotism  and  bravery.  Why  should  we  now  place 
no  confidence  in  them, 'or  insinuate  they  would 
desert  their  posts?  ;  Will  they  not  serve  out  the 
time  for  which  the^  ipay  engaffe;  and  cannot 
then  their  places,  if  pecessary,  Jpe^  supplied  by 
others? 

Mr.  C  said,  it  was  difficult. to  perceive  how 
some  of  the  arguments  adduced  by  the  honorable 
member  could  be  ^conciled ;  for,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  insists  upon  increasing^your  expend- 
itures much  beyond  what  he  states  to  be  the  views 
of  the  GkiTernment,  be  giyes  you  to  understand 
that  the  person  who  has  the  direction  of  your 
tevenue  is  .not  well  jjualified  to  provide  the  means 
aeeessary  to  meet  such  expenditures.  If  this  be 
lae  case,  it  would  seem  a  strpqg  arffument  for 
ciccnmscribinff  your  expenses  as  mucn  as  practi- 
mUa^  He  told  you  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
Biy  bad  the  reputatipn  of  possessing  great  finan- 


cial talents;  but  he  inquired  what  evidence  he 
had  ever  given  of  a  capacity  to  devise  ways  and 
means  to  bring  money  into  the  Treasury,  and  said 
he  believed  none ;  and  added,  that  his  (.the  Secre- 
tary's) talents  had  induced  us  to  ^et  rid  of  the  di- 
rect tax,  and  of  the  salt  tax,  &c.  The  financial 
talents  of  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Treas- 
urv  Department  are  too  well  known,  said  Mr.  C., 
to  be  made  at  this  time  the  subject  of  in  vestieation, 
or  require  new  proofs  to  support. them.  TSvery 
man,  in  any  tolerable  degree  conversant  with  the 
proceedings  of  your  Government  for  the  last  fif- 
teen or  twenty  years,  most  possess  sufficient  data 
to  enable  him  to  form  an  opinion  for  himself  on 
this  subject.  He  must,  however,  be'permitted  to 
declare,  Mr.  C.  said,  this  was  the  first  time  he 
had  heard  the  talents  or  financial  capacity  of 
that  officer,  since  he  came  into  the  Government, 
brought  ipto  question  by]  any  gentleman  of  known 
standing  and  informatioQ.  The  sources  from 
which  your  revenue  must  ajrise,  are  in  their  na- 
ture peither  numerous  nor  very  complex,  and 
mus(  be  pbvioUs  to  most,  if  not  all  men  ot  any 
tolerable  information.  Duties  on  importations, 
and  the  proceeds  of  your  public  lands,  constitute 
the  sources  on  which  you  must  principa^lly  relyi 
unless  you  resort  to  internal  taxation,  which  the 
course  pursued  by  gentlemen  will  probablv  re- 
quire. The  Secretary  had  no  powef  to  araw 
money  from  any  other  sources  than  those  pro- 
vided by  law.  He  could  not  create  new  sources 
of  revenue;  he  could  recommend  the  imposition 
of  ntew  taxes,  in  order  to  bring  money  into  the 
Treasury;  but  the  extent  of  your  expenditures 
hitherto,  it  appears,  did  not. require  it;, and  Mr. 
C.  said  he  sincerely  wished,  as  did.  be  believed, 
the  great  majority  of  the  nation,  that  this  might 
long  be  the  case — that  there  might  be  no  call  for 
the  exertion  of  his  great  financial  talents  to  in- 
vent new  modes  of  squeezing  money  out  of  the 
people's  pockets  yvithout  their  being  sensible  of  it, 
to  ^plenish  your  exhausted  Treasury ;  for,  what- 
ever may  be  the  nature  of  taxe^,  they^must  be 
ultimatelv  paid  by  the  people ;  and  the  inquiry 
can  only  be  with  regard  to  the  mode  in  which 
they  may  be  induced  most  willingly  to  make  the 
required  contributions.  This  isthe  art  that  would, 
above  all  othe^  answer  the  gentleman's  idea  of 
great  financial  capacity — that  is,  the  capacity  to 
bring  money  into  the  Treasury.  But  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  only  opportunities  afibrded  that 
officer,  according  to  our  present  fiscal  ^arrange- 
ments, of  exercising  financial  capacity,  consist  in 
skilfully  conducting  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
from  the  sources  created  or  established  by  law. 
and  managing  it  afterwards  with  correctness  ana 
economy  to  meet  the  public  demands;  and  those 
impjrtant  duties,  it  seems  admitted,  have  been 
satisfactorily  performed ;  for  the  gentleman  say^ 
that  that  officer  has  annually  made  you  very  lucid 
reports  on  your  finances,  showing  the  receipts  and 
expenditures,  &c. 

In  relation  to  the  repeal  of  taxes  ascribed  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man must  have  labored  under  a  mistake.  He 
stated,  the  repeal  of  the  direct  tax^  he  probably 
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meant  of  ^e  indirect  taxes ;  the  former  was  im- 
posed for  a  year  only,  and  the  )aw  expired  befora 
that  officer  came  into  th^  Government;  the  indi- 
rect taxes  weire  r^pealdd  afterwards ;  and  though 
from  the  information  be,  Mr.  C,  had  obtained  on 
the  subject,  that  officer  had  no  agency-  Whatever 
in  such  riepeai,  he  believed  the  measure  was  very 
generally  approved  of  by  theRepublicans  through* 
<out  the  UnioD.  He  could  speaK  with  more  cer- 
tainty relative  to  the  repeal  of  tbe^sail  tax,  beina 
then  a  member  of  the  other  House,  and  in  a  sito- 
■ation  that  made  it  his  particular  duty  taaUend  to 
that  subject;  and  i^  was  then  distinctly  under- 
■stood,  .the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  di^  not  ap- 

Jirove  9f  the  measure,  (fl%  will  sufficiently  appear 
irom  his  official  reports ;)  that  he' considered  that 
tak  not  an  oppressive  one.  at  the  same  tirne  that 
it  was  productive  and  collected  without  any  ex- 
traordinary expense ;  the  Executive,  however,  re- 
commended the  repeal  of  it,  and  after  several  un- 
successful attempt,  the  measure  at  length  suc- 
ceeded. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cannot, 
therefore.  I^e  considered  in  anr  respect  whatever 
responsible  for  the  repeal  of  tnose  taies;  and  it 
must  appear  very  extraordinary  that,  after  a  g^reat 
majority  of  the  nation  has  so  fong  unequivocally 
approved  that  measure^  it  should  now  be  brought 
forward  as  evidence  or  the  incapacityor  miscon- 
duct of  ihat  officer. 

The  honorable  gentleman  says,  the  inexecution 
of  the  embargo  produced,  its  repeal,  &c. ;  and  that 
this  was  occasioned  by  the  Executive  refusing  to 
accept- the  m^ans  offered  him  by  Congress  to  en- 
force the  execution  of  it ;  and  strongly  insinuates 
all  this  was  produced  by  the  influence  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  through  the  Executive. 
The  repeal  of  the  embargo,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  a 
subject  on  tvhich  he  did  not  wish  to  enter.  It 
was  always  to  him  the  most  unpleasant  that  could 
present  itself.  It  had  at  the  time  met  with  all  the 
feeble  resistance  that  was  then  in  his  power  (weak 
as  his  Slate  of  health  was)  to  oppose  to  it.  He 
considered  it  ^  measure;  Which  not  onlf  damped, 
but  chilled  the^  spirit  of  the  nation,  and  impressed 
a  stain  on  its  character,  to  wash  oiit  which  would 
probably  require  much  6f  its  best  blood.  It  was 
not,  however,  the  ioexecUtidn  of  the  embargo  that 
otccasioned  its  repeal,  nor  Was  it  the  ioQuenee  of 
the  Treasury  or  Executive  Departments.  It  was 
the  fatal  panic  with  which  certain  members  in 
both  Houses  wer6  seized,  In  consequence  of  the 
clamorotis  threats  of  the  opposition  in  certain 
qnarters  of  the  Union,  that  produced  that  efie<^t. 
The  plan  of  the  Executive  undoubtedly  was,  (as 
he  understood  it  from  himself  at  the  time,)  to 
continue  and  enforce  the  embargo,  combined  with 
the  non-intercourse^  until  the  extraordinary  ses- 
sion proposed  to  be  held  in  the  following  May ; 
whicn  would  give  time  for  that  measure  to  have 
its  full  effect  on  the  belligerents;  would  add  but 
little  to  the  pressure  felt  by  our  own  citizens,  and 
would  afford  all  the  chances  of  avoiding  war, 
arising  from  the  probability  of  those  Powers  bein^ 
induced  to  rescind  their  unjust  edicts,  and  again 
respect  neutral  rights.  Should  this  favorable 
change  in  their  conduct,  however,  not  take  place,! 


it  was  understood  to  be  the  opinion  of  tfae  Execu- 
tive, that  war  ousht  then  immediately  to  succeed, 
and  substitute  the  embargo*    The  nation   then 
would  have  been  prepared  for  the  erent;  its  for- 
bearance would  have  been  sufficiently  evinced ;  it 
would  haTve  possessed  all  its  own  resources  unim- 
paired, and  had  also  within  its  power  more'  than 
twenty  millions  of  the  property  and  treasures  be- 
longing to  one  of  its  expected  enemies,-  wbfch 
might  justly  be  made  to  contribute  to  support  the 
war  that  should  be  ^hus  forced  upop  us.     The 
spirit  of  the'  nation  was  not  only  unbroken  and 
firm,  but  rising  .with  the  growing  daneer  of  the 
crisis,  and  jts  character  stood  high  at  nbdie  and 
abroad;  but  the  fatal  proposition  to  repeal  the 
embargo,  like  a  demon,  or  the  evil  genius  of  the 
nation,  presenting  itself,-  paralyzed,  as  if-  by  en- 
chantment, the  best  concerted  measures,  and  dissi- 
pated air  those  fair  prospects.    It  always  appeared 
to  him,  Mr.  C.  said,  as  placing  the  National  Le- 
gislature (he  would  not  say  the  nation)  in  the 
same  situation  that  the  unwarrantable  desertion 
of  his  post,  in  the  day  of  danger,  would*  place  an 
individulal.    He  had  often  been  surprised  itt  the 
numerous  attempts  made,  in  and  out  of  Congress, 
by  some  of  those  very  persons  who  voted  for  the 
repeal  of  the  embar^^o,  to  charjpe  unjustly,  fn  his 
opinion^  the  whole  responsibihty  of  that  measure 
on  the  Administration.    But  he  eould  not  com- 
prehend upon  what  gropnd  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  who  himself  introduced  and 
supported  the  measure,  could  at  this  day  expect 
to  transfer  the  odium  of  it  to  the  Executive  and 
Treasury  Department. 

The  members  of  the  National  Legislatare  are 
undoubtedly  accountable  to  the  people  for  the 
laws  passed  by  their  votes ;  and  it  taiut  be  with 
a  very  bad  gracfe  they  ascfibe  their  enactment  to 
the  ioflueoce  of  others.  The'  honorable  gentle- 
man informed  you,  he  proposed  td  issue  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal  as  a  substitute  for  the  em- 
bar|[o,  as  being  in  his  opinion  better  calculated 
than  that  measure  to  maintain  the  honor  and 
promote  the  interests  of  the  nation,  d^.  Mr. 
C.  said,  he  uinderstood  the  provision  alluded  to, 
in  a  ^ense  very  different  from  that  stated  by  the 
gentleman.  Its,  true  meaniiig  woutd,  hbwever, 
be  best  understood  by  recurring  to  the  provision 
itself.'  It  isfouqd  in  the  llth  section  of  the  non- 
iiitercburse  bill,  as,  passed  bv  the  Senate  in  1809, 
iii  the  following  words:  "That  the  President  of 
^  the  United  Slates  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authot- 
'  ized,  in  case  either  France  or  GIreat  Britain 
^  shall  sb-revpke  or  modify  her  edicts,  as  that  they 
'  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  comtherce  of 
'  the  United  States,  to  declare  the  same  by  proc- 
'  lamation,  after  which  thQ  trade  of  the  United 

*  States  suspended  by  this  act,  and  by  the  act 
'laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
'  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and 
}  the  several  acts  supplementary  thereto,  may  be 
^  renewed  with  the  nation  so  doing,  and  ta  eawe 
<  to  be  issued,  under  sieUabU  fledges  and  prectn^ 
^  turns,  letters  (f  marque  and  reprisal  against  the 

*  nation  therectfter  continuing  in  force  its  uniaw- 
^ful  edicts  against  ike  commerce  of  the  United 
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'  ^SfiTolM."  Tke  latter  part  is  tbe  provision  alhj 
ded  to,  which  was  stricken  out  in  the  House  of 
Represeotatives.  It  is  clear,  said  Mr.  C,  that  by 
this  proTisiop,  no  authority  was  intended  to  be 
girea  the  President  t6  issue  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal,  except,  in  the  event  of  one  of  the 
two  great  belligerents  reVokinff  its  onlawful 
edicts,  sod  the  same  being  decmred  by  procla- 
matiOQ,  dcc^  upon  which  he  was  authorized  to 
iasue  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  against  the 
other,  who  should  thereafter  continue  in  force 
its  ttclawfol  edicts,  &c.  If  both  refused  to  re- 
voke their  edicts,  there  was  no  authority  to  be 
given  to  issue  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
against  either ;  and  in  that  event,  the  provision 
would  have  been  a  dead  letter,  or  indeed  worse, 
as  its  nenacing  appearance  might  h^v^e  a  ten- 
dency to  irritate,  though  it  was  in  no  tespect  cal- 
culated to  make  any  serious  impression.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  at  the  time  a  very  extraordinary 
measure,  and  the  most  impolitic  and  dangerous 
tbat  eoiiid  have  been  proposed,  and  he  would 
TeatofB  to  assert,  you  might  in  vain  search  for 
its  likeoeas  in  the  annals  uf  nations ;  it  was,  in 
fact,  patting  it  in  the  power  of  one  belligerent  lo 
declare  war  for  you,  or  determine  when  you 
should  declare  it  against  the  other;  and  at  the 
9hme  time,  enabling  the  other — who  would  know, 
if  she  did  not  accede  to  the  terms  proposed,  war 
would  be  the  consequence — to  take  adyaniage  of 
the  sitnatioB  in  which  you  would  place  yourself, 
and,  in  case  she  determined  not  to  revoke  her 
edicts,  make  the  first  attack  upon  you,  when  jrou 
woula  first  learn  such  was  her  determination 
from  the  mouths  of  her  cannon,  by  the  seizure 
of  your  ships,  add  the  bomharament  of  your 
towns.  It  would  also  be  holding  out  a  threat  to 
the  belligerenii,  which  would  be  more  likely  to 
enJist  their  pride  on  the  side  of  persevering  in 
thetrmeasares,  than  to  induce  them  to  change^ 
them^  and  this  is,  said  Mr.  C,  the  very  wise  and 
importaot  measure, said  io  be  intend^  as  a  sub- 
scitnie  for  the  embargol  **  To  maintaia  the  honor 
aad  promote  the.  interest  of  the  nation,  and  the 
rejecting  of  which  occasioned  the  British  Gov- 
ernment to  disavow  the  arranffemeat  with  Mr. 
Erskine  l^  Mr.  C.  said  he  could  hardly  persuade 
himself  that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  seri- 
ous in  this  sutement.  It  was  the  first  time  he 
hMd  ever  heard  any  importance  atuched  to  that 
measure.  It  was  in  itself  too  crude  and  incon* 
sisteot  urith  national  policy  lo  claim  or  receive 
public  notice  at  home  or  abroad  (  its  existence 
was  probably  never  known  in  Great  Britain,  and 
its  rejeetioB  dould  certainly  have  had  no  agency 
ia  the  disavo#al  of  the  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Bnkine.  The  premature  repeal  of  the  embargo, 
combined  with*the  great  events  then  unfolding 
themselves  in  Europe,  no  doubt,  produced  the' 
disavo.wal  of  that  arrangement. 
Among  the  many  extraordinary  materials  pressed 
into  tbia  discussion,  was  a  paragraph  frdm  a  news- 
ptper  pablished  in  QAiebec,  read  by  the  gentle- 
man, it  is  presumed  as  a  part  of  his  speech.  This 
was  not  a  eommeat  on  the  President's  Message, 
(as  it  was  stated  by  the  gentleman  to  be,)  but  a 


petty  effort,  of  the  most  stupid  kind,  to  censure, 
by  anticipation,  what  the  writer  supposed  the 
Message,  which  he  had  nut  seen,  would  contain. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  would  not  deign  to  remark  on  the 
contents  of  that  produdiioo,  nor  sully  the  discus- 
sions of  the  Senate,  by  again  bringing  before 
them  matter,  in  his  opinion,  so  indecorous,  as  well  ^ 
as  frivolous  and  irrelevant.  He  noticed  it  only 
to  express  his  surprise  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, contrary^  as  he  believed,  to  his  usual  prac- 
tice, should  so  far  descend  from  the  respect  due 
himself  and  the  National  Legislature,  as  to  in- 
troduce on  this  floor  a  scurrilous  paragraph  fron^ 
a  pettv  newspaper,  published  in  a  neighboring 
dependent  colony  of  a  foreign  Power,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  reflect  on  the  proceedings^ 
though  not  then  known,,  of  his  own  Gove^mmeut. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  told  you  th^arin 
^6,  when  vour  population  was  but  about  two  inil- 
lions,  you  had  more  than  forty-six  thousand  r^- 
ular  troops  in  service;  and  now,  when  your  pop- 
ulation is  more  than  threefold,  and  your  pecuni* 
ary  resources  greatly  ii^creased,  it  is  proposed  to ' 
raise  thirty-five  thousand  only,  ana  yet  an  alarm 
is  made  about  supp9rtiog  them,  obe. ;  and  he 
asks  *^  If  we  are  at  the  maximum  of  our  capacity ; 
and  whether  an  occasion  does  not  exist  to  call 
out  a  force  as  great  as  our  capacity  would  enable 
us^'^dcc. 

Mr.  C.  said,  acoording  to  the  information  he 
had  obtained  on  the  subject,  the  forty-six  thou- 
sand men  in  service  in  1776;  were  not  all  regular, 
troops,  but  including  all  descriptions  of  troops 
then  employed  under  public  authority.  He  could 
hot,  however^  perceive  how  the  number  employed 
in  1776  should  regulate  the  number  now  to  be 
raised.  The  object  then  was^  to  shake  off  the 
shackles  of  slavery  that  enchained  the  people  of 
this  country,  and  were  about  being  ri vetted  on 
them  with  additional  severity.^  It  was  a  great, 
effort  to  resist  the  oppression  of  a  powerful  na- 
tion, having  at  the  time,  and  claiming  the  right 
to  hold  the  actual  government  of  the  country ; 
and  possessing  a  disposable  forpe,  which  it  waa 
known  she  intended  to  einploy  for  the  subjuga- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  country,  much  greater 
than  their  population  or  means  could  be  supposed 
equal  to  resist,  /^ae  question,  then,  with  the 
American  people,  was  not  what. force  would  be 
necessary  to  bring  in;o  servfce,  but  what  force 
the  exertion  uf  their  utmost  energies  could  op- 
pose to  their  powerful  enemy.  Such  is  not  the 
question  at  this  time ;  no.  one  denies  the  ability 
of  the  nation  to  bring  into  actual  service,  and  also 
provide  for  their  support,  if  the  occasion  required 
it,  not  only  thirty-five  thousand,  but  one  hundred 
thousand  men.  Seven  millibns  of  people,  with 
the  pecuniary  resources  of  this  country  properly 
managed,  could  not  be  really  oppressed  by  the 
employment  and  support  of  one  hundrecl  thou- 
sand men  for  such  term  a$  it  is  reasonable  to^ 
suppose  the  war  vvould  continue.  .    ^ 

putjthe  question  now  ought  to  be,  what  num- 
ber of  troops;  and  of  what  description,  is  requisite, 
to  accomplish,  in  due  time,  and  with  sufficient 
certainty,  the  objects  you  have  in  view;  and 
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would  at  the  same  time  occasion  the  least  public 
incoorenience,  and  produce  the  least  pecuniary 
pressure  on  the  people.  To  determine  this  cor- 
jrectly.  you  must  regulate  the  number  and  descrip* 
tion  of  troops,  you  call  .into  service,  by  the  amount 
^nd  kind  Qi  ^Qr^^e  to  be  r^sted'or  subdued,  and 
nor  by  the  capacity  of  the  nation.  .There  is  no 
ground  to  belieye.  from  the  gentleman's  own 
statement,  the  force  to  be  opposed  is  «o  great  as 
to  require  the  utmost  etertioos  of  the  nation.  We 
Jiave  not^  U^erefore.  said  Mr.  C,  come  to  tlie 
maximum  ofour  capacity ;  nor  does  an  occasion 
exist  that  requires  t^  force  to  be  raised  as  g^eat  as 
our  capacity  would  enable  us.  It  wouM  be  the 
worst  pt^icy  we  could  purBue4  and  prove  most 
injurious  to  the  najion^  to  call  into  actual  service, 
at  the  commencemeQt  of  a  war,  a  force  ^o  greatly 
be^ybnd  what  the  occasion  demanded,  and  thereby 
waste  your  strength  and  exhaust  your  resources 
before  the  crisis  arr,iyed  that  might  require  the 
exertion -air  vour  energies.  It  would  seem,  said 
Mr.  C,  as  ir  gentlemen  conceived  they  evinced- 
their  patriotism  by  the  number  of  regular  troops 
for  which  they  voted ;  nothing  could,  however, 
be  more  fallacious,  nor  would  the  public  be  de- 
ceived by  such  a  delusion.  It  was  as  easy  to 
vote  for  100,000  men  as  for  10,000;  but  the  people 
must  at  last  furnish  both  the  soldiers  and  the 
means  to  support  them,  and  the  nation  will  be 
able  to  determine  by  the  conduct  and  votes  of 
gentlemen,  on  rhe  ulterior  measures  that  may' 
come  before  you,  whether  the  advocates  for  so 
large  a  regular  force  as  that  contained  in  the  bill, 
or  those  who  support  the  present  motion,^ being 
disposed  to  provide  such  forces  and  of  such  descrip- 
tions only  as  in  their  opinion,  as  well  Us  that  of 
the  Government^  would  be  suifficient  to  meet  the 
present  emergency,  and  could  be  most  usefully 
employed,  are  roost  in  earnest  oil  this  subject;  and 
wilruUimately  prove  most  firm  and  decided  in 
supporting  the  rights  and  honor  of  their  country. 
Among  the  strange  doctrines  lately  advanced, 
one  a  introduced  on  this  occasion  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  thitt  willqot  a  |itde  surpri^  the 
people  of  America.  And  that  is,  that  the  accumu- 
lation of  public  debt  is  of  no  great  importance  to 
the  nation.  The  gentleman  asked  if  any  one  &h 
any  benefit  from  the  payment  of  fifty  millions  of 
the  public  debt  ?  And  observed,  to  tTse  his  own 
words,  '*the  increase  of  the  public  debt  is  no  great 
biigbeur,"  d^c.  The  advantages  arising  from  ex- 
tinguishing the  public  debt,  said  Mr.  CX,  cCnnot 
well  be  mistaken,  and  must  be  felt  by  every  mem- 
ber ef  society  capable  of  feeling  the  pressure  of 
publfc  taxes.  By  the  extinguishment  of  fifty 
millions  of  your'public  debt,  which  has  been  et- 
fected  by  the  operations  of  your  Treasury  De* 
partment,the  nation  is  relieved  from  the  payment 
of  at  l^ast  three  millions  of  interest  annually — a 
sutn  more  than  the  proceeds  of  all  the  iqternal 
taxes— the  repeal  of  which  has  been  so  much  re- 
gretted by  the  honorable  gentleman,  ifour  fi- 
nances are  therefore  rendered  as  productive  by 
the  extinction  of  that  amount  of  debt,  without 
those  internal  taxes,  as  they'  would  be  with  them 
had  such  debt  continued  unpaid ;  <and  this  sum  of 


three  millions,  annually,  remains  now  at  the  dta- 
posal  of  the  Government,  may  be  applied  to  tlie 
support  of  the  war«  in  case  of  such  event,  and 
will  therdbre  certainly  diminish,  by  that  amotint, 
the  revenue  to  be  annually  raised  from  the  people; 
would  they  not  therefore  be  sensible  of  this,  and 
consider  h  a  benefit  ?  But  it  seems  the  inorea^  of 
the  public  debt  is  not  matter  of  (nuch  importiince 
to  the  nation !  If  it  is  not,  said  Mr.  C,  what  is 
in^portattt  to  the  nation  ?  Are  the  ^people  to  be 
toid,  that  to  augment  thepublic  debt,  which  they 
and  their  successors  are  solemnly  pledged  to're- 
iniburse,  which  is  an  encumbrance  to  its  full  ex- 
tent"^ on  their  estates  and  possessions  of  every 
kind,  is  In  itself  of  so  little  consequence  as  not  to 
be  eoneidered  of  much  importance  to  the  nation  7 
Upon  the  same  principle  the  gentleman  might 
say,  that  to  impoise.'new  taxes  on  the  people,  to 
increase  their  burdens  from  time  to  time,  oniil 
they  groaned  under  the  pressure,  would  not  be 
matter  of  such  importance  to  the  nation.  Is  the 
old  Diaxim,  formerly  ascribed  to  the  oppositioD, 
^^hat  a  public  debt  is  a  public  bte»singr"  and 
once  so  much  and  so  justly  reprobated,  now  agaili 
brought  forward  and  supported  by  profeesed  Re- 
publicans? This  has  always  been  considered  the 
rankest  doctrine  of  biffh^toned  leaders  in  Federal 
times,  and  cannot  fail  to  awaken  the  ppblie  mind 
to  investigate  the  views  6f  tho«e  who  advocate  it. 
On  raotioti,  by  Mr^  Lbib,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
question  for  striking  oot  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays ;  and,  on  toot  ion  by  Mr.  Campbbll,  of  Ten* 
oessee,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

TeuReDAT,  December  19. 

The  Prbsidbnt  communicated  a  resolution  of 
the  LegisletJire  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  confirm- 
ing, on  the  part  of  the  State,  the  resolution  for 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  resftecttng  ti- 
tles of  nobility  i  which  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Bi^preaentatives 
inforified  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendipenta  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  ap- 
portionment of  Representatives  among  the  eeve- 
ral  States,  according  to  the  third  enumeration." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsiderat^  of  the 
bill  to  raise,  for  a  liiAited  tline,  an  additional  mil- 
itary force;  and  the  motion  nude  the  17th  inst., 
to  strike  -out  the  word  ^'  ten,"  section  one,  line 
three,  was  deteriniaed  in  the  negative — yeas  12^ 
liays  21,  ^s  follows : 

ITkas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,'  Brent,  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio«  Campbell  of  Tenqessee,  Cendit,  daw- 
ford,  Cotts,  Frankfin,  Lambert,  Smith  of  Naw  Yoik, 
and  Worthington. 

NAT^g^Messn.  Bayard,  Bibb«  Dana,  GaiUard,  G«r- 
mmn,  jGKlea,  Oilman,  Goodrich^  Cregf ,  Horsey^  Howell* 
Hunter,  Leib,  Lloyd,  P<^,  Reed,  BobinsoD,  TaiW  Tej- 
lor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^Whole,  the  bill  approprkting  a  sum  of  money 
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for  procarinff  mamtibns  of  wiir ;  and.  od  the  ques- 
tioD,  Sball  Ibis  bill  be  eogrossed  and  read  a  tbird 
time?  it  waft  determlDed  in  the  affirmatire. 

The  Senate  resamed,  vb  xn  Committee  of  the 
Whde,  the  bill  Tor  the  establishment  of  a  quar- 
termaster's department ;.  and,  on  the  atiestion. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pkesident  of  tbb  Uniteo  States; 
Tb  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repretentativee  of  the  United  States  .* 

I  lay  bHore  Congress  two  letters  received  from  Cfor- 
emor  Hmrrwon,  of  the  Indiana  Territory^  reportingthe 
particnlan  and  the  issue  of  the'  expedition  nnder  his 
csnmand,  of  which  notice  was  taken  in  iny  commnni- 
calioB  of  NoveflAber  5th. 

WhBe  it  is  dseply  IsmMited  that  so  manj  Tslciable 
fivts  hsTs  been  lost  in  the  action  which  took  plaoe  on 
As  71k  «ltiflra»  Coni^SBs  will  se6>  with  satis&etion>  (hs 
da— tiiss  sfint  and  lortitade  Tictoriooslj  displayed  by 
ewsfy  dascnplion  of  the  troops  eagsgsd,  as  woU  as  the 
coDscted  firmness  whieb  distinguished  their  comoiand- 
er,  on  an  occasion  rsqaiiing  ths  utmost  exertions  of 
wJorand  discipline. 

It  may  reasonsbly  be  expected  that  the  good  effects 
of  this  critical  defeat  and  dispersion  of  a  combination 
d  ssTsges,  which  appears  to  hsTe  been  spreading  to  a 
greater  extent,  will  be  experienced  not  only  in  a  cessa- 
tion of  the  murders  and  depredations  committed  on 
our  frontier,  bnt  in  the  prevention  of  any  hostile  incur- 
sions otherwise  to  hste  been  apprehended. 

The  families  of  those  brave  and  patriotic  citizens 
who  have  fiallen  in  tins  severe  conflict,  wilf,  donbtless, 
igage  the  fiivoraMe  attention  of  Congress. 

JAMfS  AiADISON. 

Waswstov,  Deo,  18,  1811. 

The  Jifessage  and  letters  referred  to  were  read, 
an^  ordered  to  lie  on  thie  table. 


FaiDAT,  December  ^0. 

lir.  (jkLMAH,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  mil- 
itary fbree,  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the.  bill  wa^ 
lead  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  filled.  Ob  the 
(|oestion.  Shall  this  bUi  f»ass  ?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  26,  nays  4^  as  follows : 

TsAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell 
cf  Obio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford, 
Cntts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gilman,  Oregg, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  New  Yotk»  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamnm, 
and  Worthmgton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Goodriob,  Hnntsr;  and  Lam- 
Wrt. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.'  Crawporo,  it  was  agreed 
to  attend  the  title  of  the  bill)  by  striking  ooC  Ihe 
words  **  for  a  limited  time." 

So  it  was  Retolvei  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that 
the  title  thereof  be  **An  act  to  raise  an  additional 
■ilitary  force,'' 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  eommittee.  reported  the 
Ml  appropriatinj^a  sum  of  money  for  procQrtng 
«anitioBs  of  war.  correetly  engrossed ;  and  the 
W  was  read  the  tnird  time. 

Oa  motloB,  by  Mr.  Crawford,  il  was  agreed  to 


postpone  the  farther  con sideratiotr  thereof  until 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  GiLMAtr.  from  the  committee,  also  reported 
the  biH  for  the  establishment  of  a  quartermaster's 
department,  correctly  enjrrossed ;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  postpone /the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  this  bill  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  aathori^io^  ttie  President  of  the 
United  States  to  raise  certain  companies  of  spies 
or  rangers,  for  the  protection-  of  the  frontier  of 
the  United  States ;  and  tbe  bill  was  amended  ; 
and  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  tinie  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Tbe  Senate  retimed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  extendinir  the  time  of  certain  pa- 
tents granted  to  Robert  Fulton  ;  and,  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  German,  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the 
further  coosideration  thereof  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Submit  R.  Strong,  widow  of  Maj6r  Elijah  Stron|, 
lata  of  the  Army  ot  the  United  States,  on  behalf 
of  herself  and  three  infant  children  ;  staitin^that 
her  husband,  while  in  the  service  of  the  United 
State^^  died  of  a  malignant  fever,  leaving  her  and 
his  children  in  very  indigent  circumstance ;  and 

E raying  that  the  half-pa y^  or  pension,' that. would 
ave  bfen  allowed  the  representatives  of  the  de- 
ceased) had  be  died  by  a  wound  or  wounds,  r^ 
ceived  in  actual  service,  may  be  exteacfed  to  her, 
for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.,  also^  presented  the  petition  of  Amos 
Spafibrd,  stating  that  he  hath  improved  a  certain 
portion  of  the  public  land  negr  the  foot  of  the 
rapids,  on  tha  south  side  oif  the  Miami,  and  prayr 
lag  that  a  law  may  be  passed  permtuing  him  to 
locate  a  quarter  sectioii  of  iano,  covering  his  im- 
provements, at  the  price  of  other  pubnc  lands, 
wh^D  exposed  to  sa]e;  for  reasons  stated  at  large 
in  the  ^petition. 

Mr.  W^  also,  presented  the  petition  of  Lewi* 
Bond  and  otbecs,  residing  oa  the  Miami  riveri 
praytag^  that  they  may  be  confinBed  in  their  pos- 
sessions of  certain  lands  therein  mentioned,  for 
reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petition ;  and  the 
petitions  were  severally  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  severally  referred  to  tbe 
committee  appointed  the  14th  or  November,  to 
inquire  if  an^,  and,  if  any,  ^hat,  further  provis- 
ions or  alterations  are  necessary  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  public  lands  of  tbe  United  States,  to 
consider  and  .report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise^ 

Monday,  December  23. 
Mr.  CoNDiT  presented  the  petition  of  Abram 
Ogden,  of  BliKabethtdwo,  in  the  State  of  New 
Jmef,  statiag  that  he  hath  constructed  a  boat,  to 
be  propelled  by  steam,  at  |t  considerable  expense^ 
aoQ  praying  that  the  bill  peading^in  the  Senate 
on  Ibis  sabjeot  tnay  not  pm,  foi>  reasons  stated  at 
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large  in  tbe  petition ;  which  w«8  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Seaate. 

The  Presidbnt  ^omfnunic^ted  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State  on  the 
,  petition  of  TbOnias  Brown,  referred  to  his  con* 
stderation  the  2d  instant ;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tfa^  bill  extendins  the  lime  pf  certain  pa- 
tents granted  to  Robert,  Foltaa  ;  and,  on  nation, 
by^  Mr.  CfiAWPOiti),  it  wa^  agreed  that  the  further 
contideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-mor^ 
row. 

TtEsoAVy  December  24. . 

Mr.  Gjbrman  presented  the  memorial  of  Gouy- 
erneur  Morris,  and  others,  commissioners,  ap- 
pointed by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  ihe  State 
of  New  York,  for  the  consideration  of  all  matters 
reUting  to  the  opening  a  canal  navigation  between 
the  gr^at  Lakes  and  HudsonV  river,  praying  the 
co-operation  and  aid  of  Congress  in  the  content- 
plated  work,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the 
memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  6th  inat., 
the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Managers  of 
the  Union  Canal  Company  of  Pennsylvania,  with 
the  addition  of  two  members,  to  consider  and  re- 
port aheroon  by  hill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs* 
Crawford  and  German  were  added  to  the  coqi- 
mittee. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Preside;(t  or  the  United  States  : 
T«  the  SenaU  and  Hovse  of 

ReprmirsUaivtM  of  the  United  States  : 

I  cominiinicate  to  Congresn  copies  of  an  act  of  the 
Lc^gifllatore  of  New  York,  relating  to  a  canal  from  ihe 
great  Lakes  to  Hudson's  river.  In  making  the  com- 
munication, I  consult  ihe  respect  due  to  that  j^tate,  in 
whose  behalf  the  commiasioners  appointed  by  the  act 
have  |>laced  it  in  my  hands  for  the  purpose. 

The  utility  of  canal  navigation  ia  univeradly  admit- 
ted. It  is  not  less  certain,  that  acarcely  any  country 
offers  more  extensive  opportunities  for  that  branch  of 
improvementajthan  the  tfnited  States  ^  and  none,  per- 
haps, inducements  equally  persuasive  to  make  themost 
of  them.  The  particutar  undertaking  contemplated  by 
the  State  of  New  York,  which  UMurics  an  honorable 
sptrii  of  enterprise  and  oompriaas  otjeets  M  national 
aa  well  as  more  limtted  ioaportance,  wiU  recall  the  atten-^ 
ti<m  oi  Congress  to  ihe  signal  advantages  to  be  derived 
to  the  United  States  from  a  general  svstem  of  intemai 
oommaaicalisn  and  oonveyaace ;  and  aug^est  to  their 
coiisideration  whatever  stef^s  may  be  proper,  on  their 
part,  towards  its  introduction  and  accomplishment. 
As  some  of  those  advantages  have  an  intimate  con- 
nexion with  arrangementa  and  exertions  for  ihe  gen- 
eral security,  it  is  at  a  period  calling  for  these  that  the 
merits  of  such  a  system  will  be  seen  in  the  strongest 
lights. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

WASBiireTOK,  December  83, 1811. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred 
to  were  read ;  and  referred  ta  the  comnHttee  last 
aientioned,co  eonsider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  GtLMAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  aiithofizing  thePreaident  of  the  United  States  | 


to  raise  eertaiii  compani^  of  ranf^ers  for  the  pro- 
tection of.  the  frontier  of  the  United  States,  cor- 
rectly engrossed ;  ^nd  the. bill  was  read  the  third 
time^nd  the  blanks  were  filled.  On  motion  by 
Mr.  WoRTQiNOTON,  it  was  agreed,  by  uiuinimous 
consent,  to  ainend  the  bill,  bj  inserting,  in  sec- 
tion one,  line  eight,  of  the  prm^d  bill,  after  the 
word  "necessary,"  the  following  words:"  not 
exceeding  six ;"  and, 

Reeolvedy  That  thb  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  raise  certain  companies  of 
Mm^rs  for.  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  Gii<MAJ«.  from  the  committee  lo  whom  wa$ 
referred  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Burnham,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
biH  for  the  establishment  of  a  quartennaater's 
department ;  and  the  blanks  were  filled ;  and,  on 
motion  by  .Mr.  Bssnt,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  poatponed  un- 
til Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Campbbll,  of  Tennessee^  presented  the 
j-esolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, disapproving  of,  and  dissenting  from,  (he 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  pf  the  United 
States,  proposed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  June  19,  1809^  respecting  em- 
bargoed and  commercial  restrictions  i-  also,  from 
the  amendment  lo  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  proposed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  on  the'13ih  January,  1808,  respecting 
the  removal  from  ofiSce  of  the  Senators  in  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  by  a  vote  of  the  respect- 
ive State  Legislatures :  abo,  from  the  aaieadQi«nt 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  a^  pro- 
posed by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, April  3d.  1809,  "  that  an  impartial  tribunal 
may  be  establisned,  to  determine  disputes  between 
the  Qeneral  and  State  governments;''  and  approv- 
ing of^  and  agreeing  tO)  the  amendment  to  the 
Cdnstitgtion  of  the  United  States,  proposed  by 
Congress,  respecting  titles  of  nobility.  And  the 
resolutions  were  read. 


^RiDAy,  December  27. 

The  Presloent  communicated  the  memorial  of 
certain  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  stating  their  very  exposed  situation 
in  the  vicinity  of  toe  Indians,  and  requesting  the 
interposition  of  Government  for  their  proteetion; 
and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  f^REsiDENT  also  communicated  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory, 
praying  ^ranu  of  land,  respectively,  to  the  legal 
representativies  of  sudi  officers  and  soldiers  as  fell 
in  the.ia^  action  ui^der  Qoveraor  Harrison's 
command,  some  of  whom  had  heretofore  made 
locations  of  land,  partial  payments,  and  improve* 
ments  thereon;  also,  to  each  of  the  surviving 
officeraand  soldiers  of  said  corps. such  donation 
in  knd  as  Coiigre^  toAj  deem  expedient;  and 
the  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  GfiRMAN  presented  the  memorial  of  Isaiah 
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Towvsend,  aod  others^  stating  that,  io  the  year 
1811,  the  Eaemoriali8t8,at  great  eipeose,  built  two 
boats,  Qoder  eonvictioo  that  they  had  a  rfgbt 
thereto  by  the  existing  law«  of  the  Iloited  State*, 
for  the  purpose  of  plying  between  New  York  and 
Albany,  and  whicn  thev  hare  done  successfully; 
and  pray  log  a  bill  on  tne  subject  of  steamboats, 
now  befWe  the  Senate,  may  not  pass,  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  memorial;  which  ^iras 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Tba  following  Message  was  receired  from  the 
Prbsideict  op  tbb-  United  States  : 
To  ike  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .• 

1  laj  bewre  Congrass  copies  of  resotntions  entered 
into  by  the  LegUatnre  of  Pennsylvania,  which  have 
been  transmitted  to  me^  with  t)iat  Tiew,  by  the  Got- 
enior  of  that  State,  w  puisuanoe  of  one  of  the  said 
Tf  w4utinn< 

JAMES  MADISON. 

WAsaixevejr,  December  37,  1811. 

The  Mes^ge  and  resolutions  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LciB  presented  the  memorial  of  Oliver 
Evans,  stating  that  the  ntemorialist  verily  be- 
lieves himself  to  be  the  original  propter  of  steam- 
boats and  steam-wagons  ib  the  United  States, 
(Doctor  Franklin  only  excepted ;)  and  that  he 
eoneeivea  his  pateqt,  dated  February  14,  1804) 
seeored  to  him  the  right  to  use  his  engine  for 
boats,  mills,  and  land  carriages,  and  praying  to 
be  left  in  full  possession  of  those  rights,  for  rea- 
aaas  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  uble. 

On  matioo,  by  Mr.  Llotd,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  forther  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  quartermaster's  department  be  post- 
poned ymxil  Tuesday  next. 

MoNOAT,  December  30. 

Mr.  HowBLL  presented  the  petition  of  Nathan- 
iel Smith,  naval  officer  for  the  district  of  Provi- 
danee,  praying  additional  compensation  for  his 
servi^es^  for  reasons  stated  at  large  therein  i  apd 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
eommittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereop  by  bill 
or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Howfiu^,  Grbgo^  und 
Bbaolat,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  mesMge  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
farther  time,  the  first  section  of  the  acty  entitled 
*An  Bct^ farther  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  Stales  against  the  Btfrbary. 
Powers  f  also  a  bill,  entitled  *^An  aet  directing 
the  ternu  on  which  the  lands  sold  at  public  sale, 
and  that  revert  for  failure  in  paynieot,  s^«ll  again 
be  sold;"  in  which  bills  they  desire 4he  coneof* 
renee  of  the  Senate.    ^ 

.  The  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and  paased 
to  the  seaond  r^ading.^ 

Mr.  Batard  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent «ad  Trostees-of  the  Philadelphia  and  Wil- 
mington Steamboat  X^oapany,  staling  that  they 


at)S  desirous  of  establishiag  a  daily  packet,  to  be 
propelled  by  steam,,  to  ply  ^tweeen  Philadelphia, 
Braodywine,  and  Christiana  creek :  that  they 
have  it  in  their  power  to  obtain  an  en^neer,  who 
is  an  alien,  to  conduct  and  superintend  the  work, 
upon  being  admitted  to  receivea  share  of  the  net 
pro6ts;  that  a  boat  of  the  size^and.form  contem- 
plated would  be  subject  to  ;the  same  rules  and 
regulations  as  if  employed  in  the  foreign  or  coast- 
ing trade,  which  exclude  an  alien,  who  is  Uie  con- 
structor or  projector,  from  a  shar^  of  the  boat  or 
profits,  and  that  they  Will  be  deprived  of  the  aid 
of  thi&  artist  without  the  intei;position  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  praying  relief;  and  the  petition  was 
re^d,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
and  Messrs.  Bayaro,  Com nrr,  and  Howell,  were 
appointed  tlie  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed)  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  bill  extending  the  time  of  certain  pat- 
ents granted  to  Robert  Fulton ;  and  the  bill  was 
amended,  and  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordinj^ly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^' An  act  to. 
authorize  the  laying  out  and  opening*  public 
road  from  the  line  established  by  the  treaty^  of 
Qreenville  to  the  North  Bend,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the.  relief  vof 
John  Burnham ;"  anrd,  on  the  jquesiioQ,SbaH  this 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative.  . 

Mr.  Bradley  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Reiohedf  That  the  members  of  tiiis  House  will  wear 
crape  on  the'  left  arm  &r  one  month,  in  testimony  of 
the  npttionsl  lespest  and  sorrow  for  the  nnlbrinnate 
p^Kons  who  perished  in  the  cKy  of  Richmead,  in  Vir- 
ginia, OB  the  night  ef  the  S6th  of  the  present  month. 

The  President  communicated  the  resoladon 
of  the  Legislative  Conneil  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  approving  the 
course  pursued  by  the  General  Government  to- 
wards the  belligerent  Powers  of  Europe^  and 
pledging  themselves  to  **  support  the  Admini»ti>a- 
tion  thereof  in  its  efforts  to  obtain  justice  from 
offending  nations."  The  resolution  was  read, 
and  Is  as  follows : 

Resold  by  the  Legiakftite  Council  and  House  of 
Representathea  of  the  Mississippi  Territory^  in  Gen- 
erai  Assembly  convened,  That  the  embarrassments  and 
difficulties  mider  which  the  United  States  have  ibr 
many  yearrlabored  bsTS  been  caused  by  the  ii^'ustice 
of  foreign  nations  and  of  domestic  fiiction.  Th^t  the 
late  and  present  Administrations  of  the  Qeneral  Oev- 
eroment  have,  in  oar  opinion,  punmed  a  wise,  impar- 
tial,, and  jost  coarse  towaids  the  beWi^erent  Powers  of 
Europe^  and  saeh  as  ought  to  ooBciUate  and  unite  the 
aflecUens  of  every  American  oitlien*  Thai  die  ear- 
vsqiondenoe  jnsl  pnblished  between  the  American  Sec- 
retary ef  State  and  Mr.  Foster,  the  British  Envoy,  af- 
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fords  additional  and  conclusive  evidence  of  the  determi- 
nation of  Great  Britain  to  continue  to  violate  her  most 
sacred  pledges,  to  trifle  with  the  American  nation,  and 
to  persevere  in  a  course  of  unjust  and  hostile  measures 
towards  the  commerce,  the  Government,  and  the  honor 
of  the  United  States.  That  the  late  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress breathes  the  true  spirit  and  feelings  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  That  we  will  support  the  Administration 
of  the  GJeneral  Government,  in  its  cifort*  to  obtain  jus- 
tice from  offending  nations,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
and  for  which  we  pledge  our  sacred  honors. 

Eesolt>edy  That  the  President  of  the  Council  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  requested 
to  caitse  four  copies  of  these  resolutions  to  be  made  out, 
one  of  which  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  one  to  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
one  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  and  one  to  our  delegate  in  Congress. 

COWLES  MEAD, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reps, 

A.  MONTGOMERY, 
President  Legislative  CounciL 

Tuesday,  December  31. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  one  of  the  tnajority,  it 
was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Burnham ;"  aad,  od  motion, 
by  Mr.  Greqo,  the.  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Bradley  called  up  the  motion  made  yes- 
terday on  the  subject ;  and,  on  his  motion,  it  was 
amended  and  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  the  members  of  this  House  will 
wear  crape  onthe  left  arm  for  one  month,  in  tes- 
timony of  the  condolence  and  sorrow  of  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  calamitous  event  by  which  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  so  many 
of  her  citizens,  perished  by  fire,  in  the  city  of 
Richmond,  on  the  night  of  the  26th  of  the  pres- 
ent month. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial  of 
ike  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, approving  the  conduct  and  prayiqg  the 
reappoiotment  of  Governor  Haclrison.  And  the 
inemorial  was  read. 

The  President  c^iso  communicated  their  me- 
morial, praying  Congress  to  admit  the  Territory, 
as  a  free  and  independent  State,  into  the  Union  : 
also,  their  memorial,  praying  the  office  of  sheriff 
may  be  elective,  for  reasons  therein  statedat  large ; 
and  the  memorials  were  read,  and  severally  re- 
ferred to  a  seJect  committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Mesvrs.  Worthington,  Gregg, 
Letb,  Franklin,  and  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  thai  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  revision  of  former 
confirmations,  and  for  coniirminfi:  i^rtain  i^laims 
to  land  in  the  district  of  Kaska^ia;  also,  a  bill, 
entitled  "An'a^t  provtdiDg  for  the  more  conveni* 
ent  taking  of  affidanrits  and  bail.in  civil  causes  de- 
pending in  the  cotirts  of  tb«  United  States ;"  in 
which  bilk  th^ikme  the  concurrence  of  the 
SeMte. 


The  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  were 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Franklin  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
approving  the  sentiments  contained  in  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  Con- 
gress at  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  and 
resolving,  unanimously,.that  they  will  cheerfully 
co-operate  with  the  General  Government  in  the 
prompt  and  effectual  execution  of  such  measures 
as  may  be  deemed  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
interest  and  secure  the  union,  liberty,  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States;  and  the  resolu- 
tions were  read. 

Mr.  Gilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  extending  the  time  of  certain  patents  granted 
to  Robert  Fulton  correctly  engrossed  ;  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  4, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Cutts,  Gaillard,  Gil- 
man,  Gregg,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Robin- 
son, Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

Ni.T8 — Messrs.  Dana,  Franklin,  German^  and  Lloyd. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force 
for  a  further  time  the  first  section  of  the  act.  en- 
titled '  An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seanven  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Bradley,  Llotd,  and 
Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  terms 
on  which  lands  sold  at  public  sale,  and  that  r^ 
vert  for  failure  of  payment,  shall  again  be  sold,^' 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  the  14th  November,  to  in- 
quire if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  provis- 
ions or  alterations  are  necessary  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  for  th^  establish- 
ment of  a  quartermaster's  department,  and 

Besolvedj  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  '*An  act  for  the  edtablishment  of  a 
quartermaster's  deparlmefnt." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  opening  a  public 
road  from  the  line  established  by  the  Treaty  of 
Greenville  to  the  North  Bend,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio;^'  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 


Thursday,  January  2, 1612. 
The  PhEsiDflitT  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  expenditures  and 
application' of  moneys  drawn  frpm  the  Trea^ary, 
from  the  Ist  of  October,  1810,  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1811,  inclusive;  made  in  obedience  to 
the  first  section  of  the  act.  passed  3d  March,  1809, 
entitled  ''Ah  act  further  to  amend  the  aeveral 
aeis  fer  the  estabitshmeet  and  regulation  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


93 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


94 


jAlfUART,  1812. 


Proceedings, 


Senate. 


Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Deparimenls."  And 
the  report  was  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  rension  of 
former  confirmations,  and  for  confirming  certain 
claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Easkaskia,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com* 
mittee  appointed  on  the  14th  November,  to  in- 
qaire  if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  provisions. 
or  alterations  are  necessary  for  the  disposition  of 
the  pablic  lands  of  the  United  States,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
more  convenient  taking  of  afiidavits  and  bail  in 
ervii  causes  depending  in  the  courts. of  the'Uni- 
ted  States^*^  was  read  the  $ecopd  time.     / 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qbeoo,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  bill  appropriating 
a  sum  of  money  for  procuring  mutiitions  of  war 
be  postppned  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  lay- 
ing out  and  opening  a  public  road  from  the  line 
eatabJished  by  the  Treaty  of  Greenville  to  the 
North  Bend,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  the 
third  tiihe,  aod  passed. 


Friday,  January  3. 
The  PBEsiDBNTi^Ommunicated  the  report  of  the 
Seeretttiy  for  the  Department  of  War,  made  in 
obedience  to  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
''An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  foi:  the 
establishment  of  th^  Treasury^  War,  and  Navy 
Departments,"  passed  the  third  day  of  March, 
i8(y9;  and  the  vepert  was  rted^. 

The  biU,  entitled  "An  /tet  providing  for  the 
more  conveniebt  takh»g  of  affidavits  and  bail  in 
efvit  causes  depending  In  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,''  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
eooetder  aud  report  therein ^  i^d  Messrs.  Brad- 
let,  QooDSicBj  and  Huntir,  were  appointed  the 
eomflttittae* 


MoNDAiTr  January  6. 

The  Pbbmobnt  conHminioat^  the  report  of  the- 
Secretary  for  the  DepartipeBt  of  War.on  the  ex- 
penditure pf  the  moneys  appropriated  for  the 
cantiBgeBt  expenset  of  the  Mihiafy  BstaUish- 
Bieal  for  the  year  1 81  i»  exhibited  in  purauaace  of 
the  fifth  section  X^  the  act  of  the  3di  of  .March, 
1809,  entitled  **An  act  to  amend  the  seteral  acts 
for  the  esiahlishment  and  reguUtio^  of  the  Trea- 
sury, War,  and  Navy  Departments,;"  and  the 
report  was  read. 

The  President  also  comiAunicated  the  report 
of  the  Secreury  for  the  Department  of  the  Trea,- 
rary.  made  hi  coafortoity  with  the  sixth  section 
of  the  act  passed  oa  the  Ist  of  Mity,  1810/  enti- 
tled ^An  act  fixiog  the  compensation  of  public 
Ministers  -aiAd  Consuls  residing  on  the  coast  of 
Barbery,  and  for  other  purposes  f'  and  the  report 
was  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Yor(,  presented  the  fetU 
ti6n  of  William  Sullivan  and  othfrs.  inhabilants 
•f  the  Territory  of  I^oaislaha,  praying  the  pas- 
siga  of  a  law  whieh  will  admit  them  ittio  what 


is  denominated  the  second  grade  of  Territorial 
govemmetit,  ibr  reasons'  stated  at  large  in^*  the 
petition  ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON  cemmuuicated  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  re<)uest- 
iug  their  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress to  use  their  exertions  in  favor  of  a  law 
providing  for  running  and  designating  the  north- 
ern arid  western  boundary  lines  of  that  State ; 
also,  their  resolution  approving  Ihe  vigilance  and 
promptitude  of  their  Representatives  in  Congress 
in  their  seasdiable  application  to  the  United 
States  for  a  supply  of  urms  for  lh^-  use  of  the 
militia  of  that  Scarte;  and,  if  jhe  object  -is  not 
yet  obtained,  requesting  them  to  continue' their 
exertions  to  procure  the  same;  and  the -resolu- 
tions were  read. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition  of  .Henry 
Hubbard,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  merchant, 
stating  that  he  has$  very  large  sum  of  money 
due  to  bim  from  a  planter  in  the  British  colony 
of  Demarara,  arising  from  debts  contracted  prior 
to  the  year  1807.  That  in  thfe  year  1610,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  tbe^amount  of  his  claims,  he 
went  to  Demarara ;  and,  in  order  to  attain  that 
object,  agreed  to  receive  payment  by  shipments 
to  this  country  of  the  produce  of  that  colony. 
That,  by  the  present  laws  of  the  United  Stat^ 
prohibiting  importations  from  British  colonies,  he 
IS  prevented  from  receiving  payment  as  specified 
above,  and  praying  relief ;  and  the; petition  was 
read,  and  reterred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  12th  of  November,  the  petitfon 
of  J.  and  E.  Phillip^  and  othersj  to  consider  and 
reportythereoB  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Bias  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Streshly  and  .William  Sireshly,  formerlv  collect- 
ors of  the  excise  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  prav- 
ing  Commissioners  may  be  appointed  to  settle 
their  accounts  with  the  Uni fed  States,  on  equita- 
ble principles,  or  that  thev  may  be.allowed  cer- 
tain credits  exhibited  by  tbem,^  for  reasons  siated 
at  large  in.  the  petition ;  a'hichr  was  ^ead  andre- 
ferrecf '  i6  a  select  committee,  to'  'consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Cian,  BatarO)  Itnd  Hobskt,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 


TuBBDAY,,  January  7. 

Mr.  SaptTit,  of  Marykmd,  frtfm  the  committee 
to  whoin  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Messa^  of 
the  Pcesident  of  the  United  States  as  relates  tothe 
evasions  and  infhtetioos  of  the  cottimeicial  laws 
thereof,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  in  s^ditttHi  to  the 
act,  ^entitled  *'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  concerning  the  dommereial  inter- 
course between  the  United  Stales  and  Qreat 
Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  pnrppses ;"  and  the  bill  was'  read)  and 
passedto  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  VAi^itM  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Cutts  and  others,  inhabitants  of  this  townaof  Kit- 
tery,  EUliot^'and  Berwick,  in  the.  State  of  Massa- 
cffausettS)  praying  the  bill  to  annex  the  towns  of 
Kittery,  Jfclliot,  and  Berwick,  td  the  liistriatof 
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Portsmouth,  pending  before  the  S^ate,  may  not 
pads,  for- reasons  stated  at  large  in  tife  petitioo  ; 
wbieh  was  read,  and  refer re3.  to  the  committee 
appointed,  the  9ih  of  December  la^t,  to  consider 
the,  bill  mentioned  in  the  petition,  and  report 
thered'n. 

A  message^fromahe  House  of  Repfesentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hquse  have  passed 
the  bill,  en  titled  ^^Ad  act  tp  raise  ao  additional 
military  force,^  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
desire  tife  oonctirreiiceof.the  Senate. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  ot  Representa- 
lives  to  the.  bili^ .entitled  "An  act  to  raise  |io  ad- 
.ditioaal  military  force,''  were  read,  apd  ordered, 
to  4)e  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  i^nd  be 
made  the  order  of  the  ^ay'for  to<»morrpw.  -         , 

The  S.epate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  ^Ai>  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Burnbam  ;V  and  rteolved 
.  that  the  t)ill  pass. 

The  following  Message  was  reived  fjom  the 
Presibbnt.  op  the  United  States  : 
Tb  tht  Senate  and  House  of    '  ... 

RepresentaHvts  of  the  United  States  ,' 

I  lay  belbfe  OongreM,  for  their  igiiibrm^tion,  a,  report 
'  of  the  Dfireetor  ef  the  Mint., 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Jastamt  7i  1812. 

And  the  Messa$:e  and  report  were  read. 

Mr.-8MiT»,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whotQ  ivas  reA»rre<f  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  U^iit^d  States  as  relates 
to  the  evasion's  aiitd' infractions  of  the  commercial 
laws,  thereof,  reported,  in  part,  »  till  suppjemen- 
tary  to  the  act,'  entitled  *'Aq  act  to-  regulate  th^ 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tobnage;-'  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  secondreading. 


Wednesday,  January  S'. 

The  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled '  ''An 
act  sopfilementaiy  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act 
.  concel'niBg  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  Stales  and  Great  Britain  find  France, 
ai>d  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes," 
waa  read  the  second  time.. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  actj  entitled  ''Afi 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,"  was  read  the  second  time^ 

Mr.  WoRTBiNGTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was,  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
diijectinc  the  4era^  oa  which  lands  sold  at  public 
sale,  aiu  that  revert  lor  failure, ia  payment,  shall 
again  be  sold."  reported  it  witliput  amendment. 

A  me^ffe  from  the  Houee  of  Represents^  ves 
informed  tha  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  emitled  ^'An  act  authorizing  the  purchase 
of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  camp  equipage^ 
and  other  quarteriniaster's  stores  and  small  arms;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  ^/An  act  to  empower  the  Sec- 
jeury  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on  the  ease  of 
the  ship  Eliza  Ann,  beloogiay  to  EJzel^iel  ^ub* 
bel;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  ijie-co|icurrence 
of  the  SeBRtt.  The  bills  la^t  meniioi»ed  were 
,  read,  and  pfuised  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  coasider  the  amend-' 
meats  oi  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  the 


biH,  entitled  "An  act  to  raise  an- additional  mili- 
tary force:"  and,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
amendiaent  to  the  fisst  section,  in  the  following^ 
words: 

'  **  Provided,  howeoer.  That  cemmissioned  officers  for 
six  only  of  the  said  regimehts  shall  be  appointed,  un- 
til three-fourths  of  the  privates  requisite  to  complete 
such  tat  regiments  have  been  enlisted,  when  .the  com- 
missioned officers  for'  the  remaining  seven  regiments 
shall  be  appointed  :'^ 

It  was  determined  in  tlie  negative— yeas  3, 
nays  24,  as  ioUows : 

YxAs-*-Me8srs.  Bradley,  Lambert,  and  Smith,  of 
New-Yor|t. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Camj^U 
of  Tennessee,  Cutts,  Dana,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Ger- 
man, Giles,  CKlman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hua- 
ter,  Leib,  Lloyd,  P<3^,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Vamum,  and  Wortltington. 

On  the  question  to  arree  to  the  amendment, 
by  adding  the  twenty-finh  section,  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

.  *'  Sec.  ^b.  And  be  it  fufthtr  enacted.  That  the  offi- 
cers who  may  be  appointed  in  virtue  of  -this  aet  shall 
respectively  continue  in  commission  during  such  term 
only  as  the  President  shall  judge  requisite  for  the 

f'  ablic  service ;  and  that  it  ahaU  be  lawful  for  the 
'resident  to  discharge  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
troops  which  may  be  raised  under  the  authority  of  this 
act;  whenever  -he  diall  jndg o  the  measure  consistent 
wiUi  the  public  vrelfare  v^ 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative-vyeas  1, 
Qays  25,  as  follows :    • 

YsA— Mr.  Lambert 

Nats— Messrs.  Andenoo,  .Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley, 
Gptts,  Dana,  Frai^din,  GaiUatd,  Germaa,  Gilesi  Gil- 
man,'Goedridi,  HoriMy^  Howell*  Hoatei,  Leib,  Lloyd, 
Pepe^  Robmson^  IBaiith  of  Ma^land,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor^  YanuuBy-aad  Worthington* 

Whereupon,  jReiolved,  Tbat  the  Senate  agree 
to  all  the  amendments  to  the  said  Ml  except  to 
tbe  proviso  in  the  first  section,  and  to  the  three 
additional  sections ;  to  which  they  disagree. 

The  Pr^idisnt  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  fbr  the  Department  of  the  Navy, 
in  compliance  With  the  fifth  section  of  the  ''Act 
to  regulate  and  ^x.  tkeconipelisation  of  clerks, 
passed  the  21st  of  April,  ISmfalso,  his  report, 
compr^hebcliog  contracts  nsade  by  the  Navy  De- 
partment during  the  year  1811 ;  prepaid  in  obe- 
dience to  the  act,  eiktitled  '^'An  act  further  to 
amend  the  Several  acts  for  the  establish  men  t  and 
regutatipn  of  the  Treasury,  War.  aud  Navy  De- 
partments.^   And  the- reports  were  rettd. 

TflpRS  DAY,  January  9. 
The  bill)  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  pur- 
ohase  of  ordaanee  and  ordnance  stoves,  cjunp 
eittttpage,  and  otiier  qoartermi^ter's  stores  and 
small  arms,"  was  r^ad  the  second  timie,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred, 
the  8th  of  November,  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  as  concerns 
the  JrelatjoQs  between  the  United  States  and 
Fraa9e  and  Great  Britain  j  to  coosider  and  ceport 
thereoa*    ■  i    •     .  .   ; 
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The  bill,  Mitiiied  ^Aa  act  to  empower  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  decidaoo  the  case 
of  the  ahip  Eliza  Add,  belongiog  to  Ezekiel 
Habbel,"  was  read  the  secood  tiine,  and  relerred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  aod  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  GK)odricb,  Lloyd,  and 
Ahbsrsoh,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  relerred  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates 
to  the  erations  and  infractions  of  the  oomm^- 
eial  laws  thereof,  reported,  in  part,  a  hill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  ram,  taffia,  or  other  spir- 
itoons  liquor,  distilled  from  sugar  cane,  sugar,  or 
molasses,  during  the  continuance  of  the  act,  en- 
titled" An  act  concerninff  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  foi' 
other  purposes.''  And  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  sec6nd  reading. 

Tlie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "^  An  act  directing  the 
terms  on  which  lands  sold  at  public  sa)^,  and  thiit 
revert  for  failure  in  payment,  shall  again  besold.^', 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled 
-'An  act  sopplemedtary  to  the  act,  entitled 'An 
act  conceroink  the  comqaercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  Statesxsnd  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencteH,  jand  for  other 
purposes  ;**,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  it  was  agreed  that  itbe  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday^  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  j^egutate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage ;  and  the  bill  was 
amended ;  and,  on  motioo,  by  Mr.  Bbadley,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  further  consideration  thereof^ 
be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Friday,  January  10. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  fro^i 
all  their  amendments,  disagreed  to  bf  the  Senate, 
to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  raise  an  additional 
miliury  force,"  except  the  second  of  the  new 
sections  proposed,  oa  which  thef  insist* 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment to  the  said  bill,  insisted  on  by  the  House 
of  Representatives ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Popc, 
the  Senate  receded  from  their  disagreement  to 
the  said  amendment,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Prbbidbnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Navy,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund;  and  the  re« 
port  was  read. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  rum, 
uflk,  or  otber  spirituous  liquor,  distilled  from 
sugar-cane,  sugar,  or  molasses,  during  the  contln- 
aance  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,  ■'  was  read* 
the  second  time. 

12th  Con.  1st  Shss. — ^ 


The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  direotinij^  the  terms 
on 'which  lands  sold  at  public  sale,  and  that  revert 
for  failure  in  payment,  shall  again  be  sold,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motiouv  by  Mr.. Franklin,  ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  biliforappropriatinjg  a  sum 
of  money  for  procuring  munitions  of  war,  be  re- 
committed to  the  committee  who  brought  in  the 
hill,  and  who  have  under  consideration  the  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatiires  on  the  same 
subject,  further  to  consider  and  report  therepo. 


Monday,  January  13. 

Mr.  GiLEer.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  camp 
equipage^  and  other  (Quartermaster's'  stores  and 
small  arms,^  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Leib  p/esented  the  memorial  of  John  Bio- 
ren  and  others,  on  printing  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  upon  conditions  therein  stated ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Leib,  Goodricb,  and 
Horsey  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbo[e,^the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act^  entitled 
'*An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *Ac 
act  coocermnjg;  the  commcircial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes  ;^  "  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  pro- 
posed an  amendment  to  the  bill;  which  was 
read;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.,  Lloyd,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  further'  consideration  of  the  bill, 
together  with  the  amendment,  be  postponed  to, 
and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  fof^  Wednes- . 
day  n^xt. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  toauM^e ;  and  Mr.  Llotd, 
proposed  an  atnendment  to  the  bill ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Bise,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment^ be  oostpofifd  to,  and  be  the  order  of  the 
day  K>r,  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee,  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  {irohibit  the  importation  of 
rum,  taJBa,or  other  spirituous  lienor  distilled  frokoi 
sugar-cane,  sugar,  or  molasses,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  act,  entitled  *'An  aet  concerninff 
the  commercial  Intereoarve  between  the.  United 
States  and  Great  Britaia  a(nd  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  Uy  before  the  Senate 
a  statement  of  tl^e  quantity  of  rum  imported  into 
the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  Sep* 
tember^  30th,  1811 ;  where  imported  and  from 
whence;  and  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  6oq- 
sideration  of  the  bill  until  Wednesday  next. 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authoriziog  the  purchase  of  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores,  camp  equipage,  and  other  quarter- 
master's stores  and  small  arms,"  was  read  the 
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third  time  by  unanimous  consent.  On  the  qusp- 
tioD,  Shalt  this  bill  paw^it  was  determined  in- 
the  affirmative— yeas  22,  as  foUows^: 

Messrs.  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Pana, 
Franklin.  Gaillaid,  Oerman,  Giles,  Oiliniin,  Goodrich, 
Horaey^,  Howell,  Hunter,  Labbert,  Leib,  L^yd,  Pope, 
Reed^Smith'of  Maryland^  Tait,  Vaniam,  and  Wotth- 
iogton. 

Bo  it  F&5  unanimously  resolyed  that  this  bill 
pass. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatites 
inTormed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ."  Ad  act  to  filter  the  time  of  hold- 
ing th^  district  courts  of  the  United  States  for 
the  North  Carolina  district ;"  in  which  bill  they 
desite  the  concurrence  o/  the  Senate. 

The  bill  la^t  mentioned,  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

TtrissDAT,  January  14. 

The  pRESioENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  T^asury, 
exhil)fliDp  the  sums  respectively  paid  to  each 
clerk  in  the  several  oMces  of  that  department  for 
services  rendered  in  the  year  1811  i  made  in  obe- 
dience to  the  proWsions  of  the  act  of  April  21, 
1806,  to  regulate  and  fix  the  coiQpensation  of 
clerks;  and  the  renort  was  read. 

The  bill,  Entitled  **  An  act  to  alter  the  time  of 
holding  the  diistrict  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  PTorth  v.Carolina  district,"  was  read  the 
second  tit^e,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to    copsidef   and   report  thereon ;'  and   Messrs. 


r«ad  the 


for  the  North  GaroHxit  'dfstriet," ' 
third  time,  and  passed. 
The  follow iiig'M^asage  WHS  received  from  the 

PSBSIDENT'OF  THE  UnIT^B©  StATE8  : 

To  the  SefuOe  and  Htrnte  of 

RepresentaHveg  of  the  Untied  States  : 

I  communicate  to  Congress  a  letter  from  the  Envoy 
Bjctraoidinary  and  Mimster  Plenipotentiary  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  wkk  ^le 'answer  of 
the  latter!     • 

The  oonlinned  evidence  afforded  in  this  correepond-c 
ence,  of  the  hostile  policy  of  the  British  Governroent 
against  our  national  rights,  strengthens  the  considera- 
tions recommending  and  urging  the  preparation  of 

adequate  means  for  maintaining  them.  ^ 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washihotoh,  January  16,  1812. 

The  Message  and  documents,  enclosed  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  6ih  of  November  last,  so  much  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
as  conJjerns  the  relations  belweetf  the  United 
Stales  and  France  and  Great  Britain,  to  consider 
iind  report  thereon;  and  five  hundred  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate.  *  ^    . 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  Presioent  of  the  Uniteb  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Represeniaiives  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  transmit  to  Congress  an  account  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Government  fpr  the  year  1811,  incur- 
red on  the  occasion  of  taking  possession  of  the  territory 
limited  eastwardly  by  the  river  Pjcrdido*,  an4  vnount- 


to    copsiaer    ana   repori   inereon ,   ana    Messrs.    r      ^^^^^^  thoieaid  three  hundred  and  ninety-ix 
Franklin,  Horbey;  and  Lloyd,  were  appointed   Jjj^g^  . 


the  committee. 

Wedn^oay,  January  15. 

The  PftEsiDBifT  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Postmaster  General  relative  to  public  con« 
tracts  ;  also,  on  the  salaries  Allowed  to  th^  clerks 
of  that  defMnrtment  during  the  year  181  Ij  aad 
the  reports  were  severally  read. 

The  Seniite  resumed,  as  in  Committeieof  the 
Whole,  the  bilt  to  prohibit  the  importation'Of  niiii, 
taffia,  or  other  spirituous  liquor  distilled  firom 
80g«r-cafte,  svgar,  or  molasses,  daring  the  eostin- 
vuattce  of  the  act,  entitled  '^Ad  act  coneerttintf 
the  coiiinlercral  intereouree  between  the.United 
States  and  GUeat  firiuin  and  Fra&ee.  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purDoses,'*  together 
with'  xhfi  amendment  proposed  tnereto;  and,  00 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyjiu  it  was  agreed  that  the 
fbrthec  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  intil 
Tuesday  liext.' 

Mr.  FRANKLiif,  from  the  committee,  to  whomr 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'Ao  act  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  for  the  North  Cafottna  district,"  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  the  third  reading. 

TeuBsnAY,  January  16. 
The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  time  of 


JAMES  MAI>ISON. 

Washihotoit,  January  15,  1812. 

The  Message  and  account  t^ereizL  referred  to 
Irere  read. 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  Presioent  op  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretarr  ot 
State  complying  with  their  /esolution  of  the  18A  of 
November.  JAMES  MADISON. 

jAHUAmx  16^  1613. 

Dtf^AaTxaiTT  OF  Sta^i,  Jbn.  16,  XS19. 

The  Secretary  of  Bute,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolntion  of  the  Senate  requesting  information  on  ccr^ 
tain  poittte  respecting  the  liade  of  the  United  States  to 
Prance,  has  the^  honor  to  report  te  the  President  ^i»t 
he  has  examined  the  files  of  mis  Department,  and  fonnd 
no  precise  information  on  the  subject  of  the  said  reso- 
lution, which  has  not  been  hereMbre  fjommunicated  to 
Congress.  That,  in  consequence  thereof,  he'^«pf»«« 
to  the  French  Minister  for  the  requisite  infbrmatianf 
whoi  pot  possessing  ii;  referred  the  application  to  the 
Consul  General  t)f  JFrance,  from  whom,  ^s  yet,  nothing 
has  been  received,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  the 
accompanying  letters,'  marked  A  and  B. 

It  may  be  ^proper  to  observe,  that  it  is  generally  un- 
derstood, as  well  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  Russell,  com- 
municated to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 
I  present' session,  as  from  other  sources,  that  the  trade 


holding  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States  I  of  the  United  States  to  France  is  subjected  to  very 
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severe  reBtrietions^  but  the  precise  extent  and  netuife 
of  them  IB  not  distinctly  known  to  this  Departmeht. 
The  inetnietioBS  of  the  Mmteterof  the  United  Stfites 
•i  Paris  embracing  thk  as  well  as  other  sobje^s,  com*' 
mnnieations  from  that  soorce  may  soon  lUrntsh  more 
{laiticttlAr  information.  An  expectation  of  the  speedy 
^nival  of  deepatches  £rom  France^  together  with  a  hope 
that  the  French  Consul  General  wquld  hare  been  ena- 
bled to  throw  some  light  upon  the  inquiry,  ^ave  caused 
the  postponement  of  this  report  until  the  present  time. 
,     JAMES  MONROE. 

A.  .    \ 

BkrAftTMsifT  OF  8tatb»  Jan.  4, 1813. 

8im  :  When  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  submit  to  you 
meepy  of  die  reeolntion  of  .the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  I8th  of  November  last,  asking  inibrma^ 
lioA  as  to  the  commeroial  regifletions  of  France,  as  they 
Applied  to  the  trade  of  this  country,  yoi^  told  me  that 
it  was  not  then  in  your  power  to  give  precise  inform- 
ation as  to  these  regulations,  but  that  you  would  obtain 
it  lor  me  from  Mr.  Lescallier,  His  Imperial  Majesty's 
Consul  Geneural  in  Philadelphia. '  I  have  now  the  ^onor 
to  inquire  whether  Mr.  Lescallier  has  made  a  report  to 
you  on  this  subject  i  and  if  he  has,  to  request  that  you 
will  forniah  me  with  the  result,  as  soon  as  your  con-* 
venienee  wiD  permit.    I  have  the  honor,  dec. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mr.  SBBBumiBB,  dtc       • 

B. 
WASHiiroToir,  January  5,  1812. 

Sib  :  The  documents  for  which  the  Senate  called 
mpon  you  not  being  in  my  possession,  in  consequence 
el  the  desire  yo\i  manifested  to  obtain  them  from  litie, 
I  charged  the  Consul  General  to  procure  them  for  me. 
I  have  not  yet  received  his  answer.  It  would  not  be 
^xtraordhiary  if  Mr.  LescalKer  should  ^not  have  the 
ttaiSi,  inasmuch  as  it  is  of  little  use  to  the  Fi'ench  in 
iSbm  eoolitry.  But  I  wrote  to  Paris  at  the  time  of  our 
first  conversation  oii  tMs  subject. 

1  witt  imme<btely  rapew  my  applicatiori  to  ths  Oon- 
sal  General,  and  fsom  whatever  siuree  I  may  derive  thtf 
lolbraiatkni  leqaired,  I  will  hasten  to:tralismit  it  to  yon^ 

I  beg  youy  sir,  to  receive  the  a^snranoe  of  my  high 


The  Minister  ofFraaoe^  ^RR0RJ£|t 

Mr.  MoBBOB,  dtc        ^ 

The  Matwgemnd  tepo^t  were  read. 

# 
Friday,  January  17. 

Mr.  Bradlit,  fVom  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petitioQ  of  Moses  Austin  and  John  R. 
Jones^  reported  a  MR  to  incorporate  Moses  A  as* 
tin,  John  Riee  Joaes,  Henry  Au^iay  and  others, 
into  a  eotnpaay,  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiaaa- 
Lead  CompRoy ;  and  ilie  bill  was  r6ad,  Rod  passed 
Id  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  lu:t  autheviziag  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize  eer* 
lun  Ttdaot^^r  military  corps;"  ia  which  they 
itq^iesft  the  coocurrenee  of  the  Senate.  They 
haVe  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
iM  ^Ab  set  for  the  estahUshment  of  a  qatrter- 


raaster'sdepartmeot," with  amendments;  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

*( he  amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned 
were  read  ^  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  u^e 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  forooncurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  read  the  second  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to, a  select 
committee,  to' consist  of  ^f^  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Franklin,  Var- 
NOM,  Andrrson,  Bradley,  and  Smith  of  Mary*> 
Und,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  QooDRicH.  from  the  committee  to  ?rhom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^^Anact4o  empow- 
er the  Seoietary  of  the  Treasnry  to  decide  on  the 
case  of  the  ship  Eliza  Ann,  belonging  to  Elzekiei 
Hubbel,"  reported  it  with  ameRdmeots;  which 
were  read. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PREsiDEiiT  or  tRE  United  States  : 
7b  the  Senate jind  H<met  of 

RepreienhUwee  of  the  United  SkUee  .* 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  lettqr  from  the  Envoj  Exti^t- 
ordinaiy  and  Minister  Plenipotentiaryof  Great  Britain 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  answer  of  the  latter. 
JAM£S  MADISON. 

WASHisrsfrov,  January  17,  1812. 

The  Message  and  dociiments  en/ilosed  were 
rend.  ' 

Monday,  January  60. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John 
Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,,  in  a  com* 
pany.  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ihe  fVirther 
consideration  thereof  made  , the,  order  of  the  da^ 
for  Monday  neit^     ' 

Tha, Senate  resumed  the  ceasideratton  of  the 
amendments  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  eniitled  ^An  aot  for  the  establishment 
of  a  quartermaster's  depRrtmeot ;"  iind  the- fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
-made  the  ordar  of  the  day  for,.Wedne9day  next. 

TfTEsoAy,  January  91* 

Th^  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury, 
agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
iSth  iostantj  **  requiring  a  statement  of  the  quao* 
tity  of  rum  imported  into  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  September  30, 1810  f  and 
the  report  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  the  report 
of  the  Secretary -for  t\xe  Department  of  War,  in 
compliance  with  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  to 
regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,  passed 
the  21st  of  April,  1806,  exhibiting  the  names  of 
the  clerks  employed  in  the  Department  io  tha 
year  1811,  with  the  isums  allowed  to  each ;  and 
the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage,  together  with  the 
RmendmeDts  proposed  thereto  f  and,  on  the  qoes- 
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tioo  to  agree  io  the  ameoiimeDt  to  be  inMt|ed  at 
the  end  of  t^e  .fourteooth  line,  iitibe  foUowiog 
words :  **  unless  :tlie  cUidiaDt  or  oUim^nts  shall 
«  s'oliemnFy  swear,  or  affirm,  before  \he  collector  of 
'  the  port  where  the  property  may  b^,  that  the 
'  invoice  or  in yoiees  have  neither ^  been  received 
'  by  him  or  them,  nor  bv'any  other  person  for  his 
^  or  their  use  or  behalt  :'^  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  2X,  nays  1^  as  follows : 

TsAs— Messrs.  Bibb^  Bradl^,  Catts;  Frankim,  Ghul* 
isrd,  OerttMi)/ G^hnttn,  Ooodrich,  Heisey,  Howell, 
Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd.  Reed,  Smith  of  Mary* 
land.  Smith  of  NeW  York,  TaH,  Taylor,  Yamum,  An|l 
lATorthington* 

Nat — Mr.  Campb^Q,  of  Tennessee. 

And  the  bill  havtn|r  been  further  amended,  the 
President  reported  K  to  the  Houje  accordingly^ 
On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cdmmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *^n  act  to  empower  the 
Secretary  of^the  Treasury  ^o  decide  on  the  case 
of  the  ship  Elizk  Ann,-  belonging  to  Ezekiel  Hub- 
bel,^' together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto'  by  the  select  committee;  and  having 
agreed  to  the  aodendments,  the  PHesident  re- 
por.ted  the  bill  to  the  Hoo^e  accordingiy; 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  Importation  of 
rufli,  taffia,  or  other  spirituous  liquor  distilled 
from  the  sugar  cane,  sugar,  or  molasses,  daring 
the  continuance  of  the  act,  entitled  *^An  act  con- 
oerainr  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  Stktes  and  Great  ^rruinand  France,  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,'' be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Braolet,  from  tb<  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Charlotte  Ha;E«fo,  re* 
ported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
^An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  appropri-' 
ated  for  the  refugees  from-  the  British  provinces 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Solatia ;"  which  was  passed 
to  the  s?copd  reading. 

Mr.  Heed  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

Reiolvcd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  Hoaie  a  statement,  so  far 
as  the  same  may  be  practicable,  exhibiting  the  number 
of  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  an»>unt  of  tonnage^  and 
•  the  several  kinds  of  merchandise,-  being  of  the  growth, 
pvodoce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States  or  Ter- 
ritories thereof,  eiported  frotn  thence  to  any  port  or 
place  in  France  subsequent  to  the  repeal  of  the  l^arlin 
and  Milan  decrees ;  stating  distinctly  the  duties  pay- 
able in  the  ports  of  France  on  each  article,  before  and 
since  the  repeal  of  said  decrees. 

We^hespat,  January  22. 
The  bill  supplemementary  to  xht  act,  entitled 
^Ab  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  appropri- 
ated for  the  reAigees  from  the  British  provinoca 


of  Canada  and  Nova  Soocia,"  waa  rfad  the  aee- 

ond  time. 

Mr.  GiLM^M,  from  viha  eoaamittcc;,  repoated  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^  Aa  act  to  em- 
power the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  daoide  oq 
the  case  of  the  ship  Bli^  Ann,  belonging  to  Bz«^ 
kie^  Hobbel,"  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill 
was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  Ameodmeata^ 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^An  act  to  empower 
iht  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on  the 
case  of  the  ship  Eliza  Ann,  belonging  to  Bzekiel 
Hubbel,  and  the  case  of  the  ship  Marv  and  Fran- 
ces, belonging  to  Nathaniel  €k>ddard.'' 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,"  correctly  engrossed  ;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  farther  consideration 
thereof  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  FaAif  KLIN  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  with 
an  authenticated  copy  of  an  acjt  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  that  State,  ratifying  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  proposed 
by  Congress,  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States,  relative  to  titles  of  nobility ;  and  the  letter 
and  act  were  read. 

Mr.  Bayaru,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  promote 
the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts  by  secur- 
ing^ for  a  limited  time,  to  inventors,  the  ez- 
clusiye^  right  to  their  respective  discoveries; 
and  the  biU  was.  read^  and  passed .  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day by  Mr.  Reeo  $  hud  the  moiipn  having  been 
amepded,  the  further  consideration  theieof  was 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
the  secood  Monday  in  February  next. 

The  following  Message  was  reoeared  froaa  the 
PuBsinsNT  OP  TAB  Umited  STATfia: 
Ih  (he  Semae  and  House  of 

ReprestntaHva  of  the  United  Siatee  ,- 

At  the  request  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jerasy»  f 
conrainnicate  to  Congress  copies  of  its  reaoluttons  trans* 
mitted  hy  the  Governor  of  that  Stated 

JAMES  MAPIBOK. 
.    JAnuAnv  23, 1812» 

The  Message  and  resolutions  therein  referred 
to  were  read. 

Thubboay.  January  23. 

The  Senate  resumed-  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,,  entitled  "An  act  fdr  the  establishment  of 
a  quartermaster's  department ;''  and  the  further 
oonsiderarioo  thereof  was  postponed  until  co- 
.morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  i^ct,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  ai!t,  entitled  'An 
act  concerning  the  commercial  intercourse. be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Brttaia  and 
Fraaee,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  pur- 
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pOMt.'^  tofttber  with  tiie  MB«i|dro«At  proposed  f 
and,  DATioff  agreed  thereto,  the  Presidbnt  re- 
|KM-tcd  the  bill  to  the  House-aocordiagly. 

On  the  qoestioOf  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  ^mended  ?  it  was  deter- 
miaed  in  the  affirmatiTC. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cotnmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importt^tion  of 
ram,  laflla,  or  other  spirituous  liquor  distilled  from 
sugar-cane,  sugar,  or  molaises,  during  the  contia- 
vanee  of  tne  act,  entitled  *'Aq  act  coDcerniog 
the  commercial  intercourse  betweeo  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  bill 
baring  been  amended,  the  Prbsiobnt  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill,  be  engrossed. 
and  read  aahird  timte  as  amended  ?  it  was. deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 


,Fbidat,  Jai^uary  24. 
'  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
•OMndmeils  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  esublishment  of 
m  quartermaster's  departmei\^i ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  tp,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  prempte  the  progress  of  science  and 
useful  arts  by  securing,  for  alimited  time,  to  in- 
▼entors,  the  exclusive. right  to  their  respective 
diacoTcries,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

hkr*  QiLMAii,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
biU  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  sup- 
fleiBentary  Jo  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  concern- 
Utf  the  eommefcial  iatercourse  betw^n  the  Uni- 
tea  Statea  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and 
their  dependencies^  and  for  ether  purposes,"  oor- 
leetlf  engrossed.  And,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyu, 
the  fofflher  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
nntit  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Lloto  presented  the  memorial  of  Board- 
aaan  and  Pope,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  residents  of  Boston,  in  the*  Sute  of 
Maasachosetts,  representing  that  they  are  owners 
of  the  ship  American  Hero  and  her  cargo,  con*- 
sisting  of  the  prpducts  of  India,  purchased  at 
Madras  and  Calcutta,  not  being  informed  of  the 
passing  aad  enforcement  of  the  non-importatibn 
act,  by  which  their  said  ship,  with  her  carffo,  is 
BOW  prohibited  from  entering  the  ports  of  the. 
United  States;  and  praying  she  may  be  permitted 
to  retvm  to  Boston  with  her  ^argo,  for  reasons 
stated  at  targe  in  the  memorial ;  winch  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
Mth  of  NoTenber,  on  the  memorial  of  Howard, 
Pitch,  and  Lloydj  to  consider  and  fepOrt  ther*eoh 
by  bill  or  tHnerwMe. 

Monday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Bkaolby,  from  the.  committee  .to  whou^ 

was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue 

in  force  for  a  further  time  the  first  section  of  the 

net,  entitled '  An  act  fitrther  to  protect  the  com- 


merce aad  seamen  of  the  United  States  against 
the  Barbary  Powers,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment, and.  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Frankun.  from  the  committer  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  accept  and 
organize  certain  volunteer  military  corps,",  re- 
ported the  bill  with  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrbw. 

Mr.  3a YARD,  from^  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Trustees 
of  the  Philadelphia  and  Wilmington  Steamboat 
Company^  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  eoroUinf 
and  licensing  of  steamboats;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The.  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '^Au  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  pf  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage." 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  a  select  committee,  further  to  coti- 
sider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bayard, 
Lloyd,  and  Taylor,  were  ap(>ointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resunled  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representative^  to 
the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  establishment  of 
a  quartermaster's  department" 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  the  bill,  together  with 
the  amendments,  was  recommitted  to  a  select 
committee,  ^0  consider  and  report  thereon  |  and 
Messrs.  Smits,  of  Maryland,  Giles,  and  liEiB, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  rREsjDBNT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  themoneys  expended 
daring  the  year  1811,  for  the  discharge  of  miscel- 
laneous claims  not  otherwise ^  provided  for,  and  a 
statement  of  the  contracts  made  during  that  year, 
by  or  under  the  direction  bf  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;,  and  the  letter  and  accompany  mg  doc;- 
uments  ^ere  read,  j 


Tuesday,  January  28. 

The  bill  respecting  the  enrolling,  and  licensing 
of  steamboats  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  ^'  An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act.  entitled  'An  act  concern- 
ing the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  and  Qrea^  Britain  and  France,  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes  f  and 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Oilman,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Mon- 
day ih  June  next,  it  was  determined  in  the  negi^- 
tive — yeas  10,  nays  19,  as  follows : 
'  YBAs-^M(Bssn.  Bayaid,  Bradley,  German,  Oilman, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lloyd,  Reed,  and  Tait 

NiTs^Messrs.  Andenon,  Bibb,  Condit,  Cirawford, 
Franklin,  Gaillar^,  Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Tock, 
Taybr,  Turner,  Yamum,  and  Worthmgton. . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


107 


HISTOET  OF  CONOBESa 


m 


Sen  ATE. 


AddiHomU  MUfUiry  Force. 


JAmumT,i812. 


Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Monday 
in  March  ne^t^  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmtt- 
tive — yeas  27,  nays  2,  as  follows : 

Ybas^— ^fes8^8.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley, 
Condit,.  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,' GailliMtl,  Oecnian» 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg, Hdrsey,  Howell,  Hun- 
ter, Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope»  Reed,  Smitb  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  an4  Tomer. 

Nats — Messrs.  Varnum  and  Wortbingtoh. 

Mr.  WpRTHiNOTON,  frofti  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  establish-' 
iDg  a  land  office ;  atid  the  l]iill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill)  entitled  "  An  act  to  contidoe  in  force 
for  a  further  llime  the  first  section  of  the  aet,  en- 
titled *  An  act  fbrther  to  protect  the  cpmtnerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers,^'  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  thexonsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  abd  organize  certain  rolunteer  military 
corps."  together^  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  odmmittee ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  tne  day  for,  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  the  bill  supple-, 
meiitary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating 
the  grantf  of  land,  appropriated  for  the  refugees 
from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,"  was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee, 
further  to  cojQsider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
Bradley,  FRANKL(N,*and  Grego,  were  appointed 
the^committee. 


Wbdnbsday,  Janua^  29. 

Tht  bill  establishing;  a  landofice  Was  read  the 
second  time,     j 

Aihessage  from  the,  House,  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  tliat  the  House  hare  passed 
the  bill,  entitled^  An  act  concerning  the  mral 
Establbhment,"  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence 6f  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LeibI  presented  the  memorial  of  Matthew 
M'Conneil  and  others,  a  committee  on  beha(f  of 
theeurviving  officers  of  the  Peansylvania  line  of 
the  Revolutionary  army,  praying  the  immediate 
decision  of  Congress  on  the  application  of  the 
said  officers  for  remuneratibn  for  services  duriog 
the  said  war  ^  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  PORCB. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,''  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee. 

Mr.  GiLEa  rose  and  opposed  at  length  the  bill 
as  it  came  from  the  House,  reserving  to  himself 
the  privilege  of  acting  on  the  proposed  amend- 
ment according  to  jhe  restiltof  further  reflections. 
He  believed  the  bill  would  be  productive  of  no 
practiciii  efficacy.  It  proposed  a  force  which  could 


notheraised;ahdtf  raised,  from  Ihe'ahort  period 
of  its  fferviee,  in  the  event  of  ser.ious  hostilities, 
would  be  utterly  incompetent  to  efiect  the  objects 
of  those  .hostilities.    The  bill  would .  be  inopera- 
tive, because,  in  the  Sutes  of  Massac  farusetts  aid 
Vermont,  (and  he  presumed  in  other  States,)  no 
power  or  provision  eristed'  by  which  these  vol- 
unteers could  be  commissioned,  so  as  to  perform 
the  contemplated  service ;  and  if  the  Gtovemment 
were  deprived  of  the  rolunteers  in  MassachtKett^ 
and  Vermont,  he  did  not  know  where  they  eottid 
obtain  volunteers  for  the  object  which  he  blelieved 
all  branches  of  the  Government  i^ad  in  riew.   He 
presumed  that  the  system  of  volunteers  was  the 
throrite  system  of  the  Government ;  and  this  he 
inferred  from  their  having  reeoifatnended  to  the 
other  HoUse  the  raising  of  ten  thousand  peie^lar^ 
only,  and  from  the  Message  of  the  President,  tent 
in  after  both  Houses  had  passed  the  bill  for  rais- 
ing twentyrfive  thousand  regulars,  and  communi- 
cating the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Foster  and 
Mr.  Monroe,  as  a  ground  for  urging  Congress  to> 
persevere  in  the  preparations  they  were^  engaged 
m  making.    The  President  must,  therefore,  hava- 
deemed  a  volunteer  force  essential  for  the  eoa- 
tetn plated  service.     Aiid  here  he  cheer ved  ha 
thought,  if  his  correspondence  with  the  Britieh 
Envoy,  which  afforded  evidence  of  **  coatijiiied 
hosliltty"  towards  us,  furbished  matter  of  saffi- 
cient  importance  to  press  uponConmaa  the  otiK 
ity  of  hastening  iheir  measure  of  preparatioft, 
that  the  other  business  of  the  Department  ofBtfta 
might  have  been  allowed  to  repose  loaff  anoofh 
for  a  reply  to  have  been  made  to  Mr.  Foster,  be- 
fore nearly  a  month  had  elapsed  after  the  date  of 
bis  letter.    He  did  not  hdvert  to^this  circumatattee 
from  any  want  of  respect  to  this  Gk^vernmeat :. 
hir  should  always  treat  them  with  the  high^ 
respect.    He  should  prefer  the  redoation  of  the 
number  of  the  volunteers  to  twentyofrre  thousand, 
rather  than  the  ^retention  of  the  &fty  thonsandy 
because  it  would  increase  the  momeataai  of  ae^ 
tual  force,  and  decrease  the  expenses,  aboutt  which 
so  much  has  been  said.    Surely,  he  said,  he  did 
not  mean  that  it  would  not  increase  the  tuomea^ 
tum  of  force  proposed  by  the  other  Hoom,  bat  that 
proposed  by  the  Executive.    The  Exaeotiv^  had 
asked  for  ten  thousand  regulare,  and  ifty  thou- 
sand volunteiers-7-if»all,  sixty  thousand  men.   The 
other  House  hati  agr#cd  to  give  him  eigaty-ire 
thousand.     The  proposed    amendmetit  would, 
thereibre.  bring  the  quantum  of  f^l^ce  down  near- 
ly to  the  bxecuf ive  requisition.    But  the  bill  pro- 
posed a  force  whi6b  would  be  lUterly  inefficient, 
as  all  other  volunteer  bilh  had  been.    The  returns 
under  the  thirty  thousand  rolunteer  law,  passed 
two  or  three  years  ago,  were  so  few,  that  the  Seo^ 
retary  of  War  did  not  reguter  them.    He  asked, 
how  efficient  could  that  species  of  f&tee  be,  ot 
which  the  Chief  Magistrate  did  not  think  it  worth 
while  to  have  a  record  kept !    It  was  only  a  for- 
midable display  of  armies  on  paper — a  lender  of 
«ervices-*whicn  only  produced  rery  h&ndsome 
Replies  from  the  President.    He  did  not  censure 
the  Secretary  of  War  6r  the  President  j  very  far 
from  it;  the  defect  had'been  in  the  law.    He  beg- 
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^9d  gentlemen  to  look  serioaslv  at  the  subjects 
If  a  war  should  ensue,  it  must  oe  a  serious  oue. 
Tbe  respansibilit?  attached  to  tiougressof  ptaciog 
an  adequate  force  in  the  hands  of  the  President 
for  the  war.-  But,  if  they  passed  a  law  which 
would  give  the  President  only  a  nominal  force, 
totally  incompetent  to  eflfect  any  desirable  oVject, 
be,  for 'one^  should  be  unWilling  to  take  any  snare 
of  responsibitity  on  himself. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  been  reproached  the  other 
day  with  a  preference  of  regulars  to  volunteers; 
and  ToluDteers  were  said  to  he  more  congenial  to 
the  Constitution  than  regular  armies.  He  said 
that  yolunteers  were  not  mentioned  in  the  Qon- 
stitution  at  all — they  had  never  been  recommend- 
ed by  General  Washington,  and  no  taw  had  been 
passed  to  raise  volunteers,  until  the  y^anrnfier  that 
great  man  left  the  Administration.  They  were' 
an  inveotion.  a  theory  of  modern  days.  The 
Constitution  had  authorized  armies  without  re- 
striction ;  the  only  resltriction  at  least,  wa^s  to  the 
time  for  which  appropriation  for  their  support 
could  be  made.  And  with  respect  to  the  assertion 
that  tbe  Constitution  never  meant  to  sanction  the 
idea  of  offensive  war,  he  asked  whether  it  could 
not,  for  one  moment,  be  supposed  that  the  wise  fra- 
mers  of  that  instrument,  knew  that  Qanada  And 
Florida  existed  on  our  borders?  He  said  those  yir- 
taons  and  patriotic  men  had  too  much  wisdom 
to  restrict  Congress  to  defensive  war.  The  idea 
was  absurd ;  it  was  one  of  the  fruitful  visionary 
notions  of  the  day.  Mr<  G.  objected  to  this  bill, 
because  be  feared  it  was  intended  to  supersede  the 
uiny.  Before  he  proceeded  to  demonstrate  its 
i&emciency,and  the  impolicy  of  short  enlistments, 
he  would  notice  one  or  two  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  proceedings  at  this  session.  He 
knew  that  the  world  had  l^n  very  busy  in  ascri- 
bing to  him  motives  of  hostility  to  the  Adminis- 
tration. What  was  the  fact?  The  measures 
which  be  had  advocated  would  protect  the  Ad- 
ministration, Tbe  time  was  coming  when  its 
character  would  be  tested  ;  tind  siirely  eflScient 
measures^  for  trying  times,  would  best  bring  its 
real  charaTcter  to  light.  But  the  language  which 
had  been  indulged  in  abroad,  and  here  too,  was 
calculi^ted  to  subvert  the  freedom  of  discussson 
and  deliberation  in  this  body.  If  a  legislature 
were  of  any  use  at. all,  \i  was  to  e:tercise  its  own 
judgment,  and  aid  the  other  functionaries  of  the 
Government,  according  to  the  best  result  of  that 

i'adgment,  formeO  upon  a  mature  deUberation. 
>esert  tbe  standard  of.  your  own  judgment,  Mr. 
President,  and  where  wiir you  find  fidelity  in  any 
other  standard  ?  You  are  always  certain  that  it 
is  &ithfiil ;  but  you  are, not  so  with  respect  to  the 
judgment  of  your  friends.  He  disclaimed  the  idea 
of  aubaeribing  to  the  infallibility  of  any  men* 

U  auch  doctrine,  can  be  adopted  it  was  only  ne- 
CCTfary  for  ibis^  idt  that  mas,  to.  point  to  his  fa- 
TOfite  measttjres,  aad  they  must  be  agreed  to, 
whether  tight  or  wrofig.  He  bad  alwaya  un- 
deralaod  tbe  iairorite  motto  of  the  Rapublicaas  to 
be  ^  measofea  and  not  toen^'^  but^this  doctrine  is 
mow  inverted.  Tonluve  only  to  look  at  the  man, 
aad  applaud  oroeodemn  tbe  oretMUres.    The  maa- 


himself,  and  not  the  measures,  constitute  the  test 
of  their  wisdom.  He  never  would  abandon  him- 
self to  sUch  a  principl^;  and  in  supporting  any 
measure,  should  follow  the  dictates  of  his  own 
iudgmeat,  if  he  stood  alone  and  w^re  certain  of 
being  overwhelmed  by  popular  clamor.  He  could 
rely  upon  his  own  judgment;  but  he  could  not 
upon  poptilar  opinion,  which  was  as  variable  as 
the  wind.  But  though  he  had  thus  condemned 
the  Authority  of  names,  he  would  shelter  himself 
under  a  great  name,  on  the  occasion.-  In  his 
youthful  political  days,  he  did  bot  now  hesitate  to 
confess,  he  had  distrusfted  General  Washington  as 
a  statesman.'  he  had  never-doubled  his  patriotism, 
or  his  talents  as  a  soldier.  But  when  he  had  felt  a 
want  of  coo^dence  in  this  great  man,  as  a  states- 
man, he  had  little  experience ',  he  was  surrounded 
by  visionary  theories;  but  from  further  expelri- 
ence.  further  information,  and  further  reflection, 
although  he  was  tot  prepared  to  .<ut)scribe  to  all  the 
measures  of  that  gentleman*s  administration,  he 
was  fearful  that, ''take  him  all  in  all,  we  shall  never 
see  his  hke' again." 

Here  Mr.  G.  made  various  quotations  from 
"Marshall's  Life/of  Washington,"  to  show  that, 
from  the  commencement  to  the  end  of  the  Revo- 
lutiopary  war.  our  illustrioyis  Commander-in-Chief 
was  convinc^  of  the  fatal  impolicy^of  short  en- 
listments; that  he  was  urgent  in  pressing  upon 
Congress  the  necessity  exchanging  their  plan,  in 
this  respect;  and  that  he  imputed  the  loss  and 
failure  of  the  expedition  of  the  brave  Mohtgom^ 
ery  against  Cluebec,tind  various  other  disasters, 
to  the  same  pernicious  principle  of  short  enlist- 
ments. Indeed,  said  Mr.  G.,  it  appears,  from  this 
history,  that  short  enlistments  of  bur  regular 
troops  nad  very  nigh  strangled  our  independence 
in  its  cradle;  Nothing  but  a  divine  interposition 
could  haVc  enabled  us,  under  all  circumstances,  to 
have  achieved  it.  He  tjeated  the  fears  of  danger 
to  our  liberties,  from  a  regular  force  of  thirtY-five 
thousabd  men^  as  perfectly  visionary ;  and  all  the 
quotations  which  had  been  drawn  from  history  to 
show  the  dangers  of  standing  armies  were  inap- 
plicable to  the  United  States;  Of  whom  could  our 
army  be  composed  ?  Of  ofiicers  and  men  who 
wer^  ^orn  ana  raised  in  the  love  of  liberty ;  but, 
supposing  tb^y  should  turn  their  arms  against 
their  country,  could  gentlemen  seriously  appre- 
hend so  much  danger,  when  the  United  States 
had  a  military  force  of  six  hundred  thousand 
men,  with  arms  rn  their  hands?  Was  this  the 
cas^  with  tbe  States  of  Greece;  or  with  France, 
wben  Bonaparte  usurped  the  Government  i  Cekr- 
^ioly  not.  The  body  of  the  people  in  Greece 
were  slaves.  The  people  of  France  did  not  im- 
derstand  what  liberty  was;  they  had,  besides, 
seen  blood  stream  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  the  Revolution ;  they  therefore  made  no  re- 
sistance to  usurpt^tion  and  a  change  of  Grovern- 
ment  \  they  bad  no  arms  in  their  hands ;  the  Pari- 
sian mob  were  only  to  be  gained  over  to  tbe  usur- 
per, and  things  were  settled^ 

[For  a  full  report  of  4his  speech  of  Mr.GiLBS, 
see  Supplemental  Speeches  at  the  ^nd  of  the  vol- 
ume.] • 
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Thursday,  January  30, 

'The  bill  entitled  "Ani  act  concerning  the  Na- 
val Establishment,"  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

On  motfpn  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  biU  was  read 
the  second  time,  by  unanimous  cons^nt^  aqd  re- 
ferred 10  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  8ih  of  NoveYnber,  so  nxucb  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  concerns 
the  relations  between  the  United  Slates  and 
Great  Britain  an(i  Fraqce,  to  consider  land  report 
thereon.  .    • 

The  Senate  VesunSed,  as  in  Oomitaittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  <^6;isideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
actautnorizing  tbe  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,"  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee ;  and  the  bill 
having  been  atnended^  the  {^resident  reported 
it  tp  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  SbalT  this  bill  be  rea^d  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it -was  determined,  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  Senkte  resujtied,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole, 'the  bill  to  prompte  the  progress  of  sci- 
ence and  useful  artis,  by  securing,  for  a  limited 
time  to  inventors,  the  exclusive -right  to  their  re- 
spective di^overies;  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  lotheHo^s;e 
accordingly;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  A^d'erso^v 
the  furl&r  consi4eratioii  tVerpof  w^s  postponed 
until  tp-mprrolv. 

Mr.  Andbrson  presented  the  mehiorial  of 
Thomas  Corcoran  and  others,  citizens  of  George- 
town, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  stating  that 
they  bad  commenced  certain  improvements  in 
the  channel  of  the  river  Potomac,  near  that  town, 
but  that  they  Were  Impeded  in  ijieir  pxogress  by 
a  legal  injunction,  on  suggestion  that  they  might 
do  injury  to  the.  bridge  lately  erected  over  the 
aforementioned  river;  .and  that  tl^e  petitioners 
are  constrained  to  lay  their  case  a^ain  before 
Congress,  and  to  ask  their  interposition  and  re- 
lief;  and,  the  memorial  was  read,  and.  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ; 
and  Messrs.  Anderson,  Gregg,  Goodricb,)Sm^th 
of  Maryland,  and  Bradley,  were^appointed  the 
comrmittee. 

Friday,  January  31. 

Th^  Senate  re'snmed  the  consideration  of  the 
bijl  to  promote  the  prosress  of  science  and  tbe 
useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  ^  limited  time,  to  in- 
ventors, the  exclusive  right  to  their  respective 
discovecies.  And,  after  debate,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was 'postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  GNlhan,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  author- 
izing thePresidefttx>f  the  United  States  to  accept 
and  orffanize  certain' volunteer  military  corpsj" 
correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill  was  read. the 
third  time  as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthington,  that  the 


1;m11  be  reoommitled;  it  was  deteruHned  in  tjie 
negative.  , 

Beeolv^d,  That  this  bill  pas»  with  an  amend- 
ment. 


MgNOAYj'February  3. 
.  Tbe  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  on  the 
contracu  made  by  him  in  the  year  1811,  and  those 
made  by  the  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  for  the 
tame  year ;  in  complis^nce  with  the  requisition  of 
the  filth  section  of  the  act  of  the  21st  of  April, 
18()8  ;•  and  the  report  was  read. 

A  message^from  the  House  ofRepresentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled. '*An  act  piakinff  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1812;" 
alsb  a  billf  entitled  ^  An  act  to  Alter  the  times  of 
holding,  the  district  courts  within  and  for  the 
district  of  Connecticut ;"  in  which  they  desire 
the  poncurrence  of  the  Senate. 
..The  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  were 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tne  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the;  United.  States: 

To  the  Senaie.  and  Hou8^  of  ^  • 

Representatives  of  the  United  tStaiee  : 
I  lay  before  Congress  a  report  of  .the  Secretaiy  of 
the  Treasury,  containing  a  statement  of  proceedifigt 
under  the  ^Act  to  Regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to 
the  SUte  of  Ohio." 

JAMES  MADIdON. 
Fkbrvakt  1,  1813. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read.  ^ 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  to  promote  tbe 
progress  of  Science  and  useful  arts,  by  securing, 
for, a  limited  time^  to  inventors,  th^  exclusive 
right  to  ibeir  respcctiye  discoveries;  and  the  bill 
was  further  amended. 

'  ^On  the  questioof  Shall  ihis  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  anciended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

VIRGINIA  RESOLUTIONS, 
The  President  laid  before  theSeotfte^  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Virginia, 'communicating 
the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that 
Commonwealth  on  certain  measures  of  the  Glen- 
eral  Government,  connected  with  our  foreign  re- 
lations;- which  were  read,  as  follows : 

Stjlt£  of  ViaoiKiA,  Jan,  25,  1812. 
The  General  Assembly  of  Virginik  have  beheld,  with 
de'iep  sensibility,  the  flagrant  violations  which  the~ great 
belligerents  of  Europe  have  practised  Upon  the  rights 
of  neutrality,  as  established  upon  the  principles  of  uni- 
versal law,  and  sanctioned  by  the  acquiescence  of  the 
whole  civilized  world  for  many  ages.  These  violalions 
have  driven  all  the  nations  pf  Europe  tilto  a  war,  alike 
nnexampled  in  its  ravages  and  its  conaeqneBces;'  and, 
whilst  the  United  States  hav«  kept  oat  of  its  voilez, 
and  most  soropulMslj  adhered  to  the  dudM  devolved 
upon  ti^em^  by  tr^ting  aU  v^ith  eiqaal  imputiaC^y,  they 
have,  from  year  to  year,  indul^  the  illusive  hope  that 
lefleetioti  would  bring  back  the  aggcessors  to  a  sense 
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of  jitttiee,  and  tetnmiiig  reason  weuld  inspire  to  the 
Unig  Tiolaled  immuiiitiei  of  the  persons  and  property 
of  theb  citiionii  an  exemption  from  the  war  committed 
upoa  tlwiii.  Pran4ie  has  paused  in  jier  career  of  hos^ 
tUilj»  and  thereby  lBifiR>rded  to  her  rival,  Bogland,  an 
opporftiBity  of  performing  her  solemn  promises  with- 
out a  comgrooutm^t  of  her  pride ;  and  it  was  expect* 
ed  by  the  Goveroment  and  people  of  the  United  Sti^tes 
that  the  proofs  of  this  pause,  presented  in  ah  unques- 
tionable shape  to  the  British  Miniatry,  would  nave 
been  prompdy  foUdwed  by  a  repeal  pf  the  Orders  in 
Council ;  but  fatal  experience  has  produced  the  pain- 
M  CDDTiction  that,  in  this  just  expectation,  they  have 
bera  mistaken.  And,  regardless  of  all  principle,  the 
boU  avowal  has  been  made  by  Great  Britaii^  that  the 
permitted  admission  of  her  fabrics  into  the  continent 
of  Borope,  through  neutral  vessels^  was  an  indispensa- 
ble preliminary  to  the  terminatien  of  her  aggressions  ; 
a  condition  wfliich  the  United  States  have  no  •nght  to 
demand  in  relation  to  the  produce  of  their  own  soil  or 
mamnfiMtwea,  and  which  their  honor  forbidis  them  to 
demand  at  the  instance  and  for  the  benefit  of  anbther. 
With  a  knowlo^e  of  this  avowal>  and  the  daily  evi- 
dence that  Great  Britain  executes  her  orders,  in  their 
Hving  spirit,  which  is  War  upon  us,  of  the  most  aggra- 
Tated  species,  a  farther  indulgence  of  hope  is  allied 
with  diagraee»  and  forbearance  becomes  criininal ;  and 
although  this  Assembly  confide  in  the  patriotism  of  the , 
Congress  and  Brecutive  of  the  United  States  to  assert 
the  rights  of  the  nation,  in  the  manner  its  honor  re- 
qniies;  and,  fs  regards  themselveS|  this  expression  of 
their  opinion  may  be  superfluous,'  yet,  influenced  by 
the  examples  of  preceding  LegislatOres,  al  times  less 
momentous  thMji  the  present,  and  Apprehensive  that 
their  silence  will  be  misconstrued  into  indiflerence  or 
&tra8t,  more  especially  as  the  Minister  Plenipotenti- 
ary of  Great  Britain,  in  his  correspondence  with  the 
Gov«nimeat  of  the  United  States,  recently  publish- 
ed, has  opposed^  to  th^  act  of  the  Bxi^cutive,  and 
the  evidence  on  which  ft  was' pi^edicated,  |i  presumed 
disagreement,  as.  to  the  foet  upon  which  he  decided, 
and  the  Av^ut  of  Ae  maasare  that  he  had  adopted 
by  «<all  ihelogalaathOTitMsin  the  United  Sutes ;''  and 
hecaoae  we  believe  the  meas«ires  of  hostility,  pursued 
Iff  the  Bvicish  Government  against  us,  are  persisted 
in,  in  tha  belief  that  we  are  a  divided  people,  th^  As- 
sembly declare  th^ir  conviction  to  be^  that  not  only 
^  all  the  l^:al  authorities  of  this  State,*'  but  the  people 
ahK>,  from  whom  the  former  d^ive  their  powers,  concur 
ii\  the  sentiment  of  cohfidcn%  in  the  Government  of 
the  Union,  and  a  firm  resolution  to  support  it  in  the 
redemption  of  its  ptig'hted  iaith,  '*to  inaintain  Oie 
rights,  honor,  and  independence  .of  the  United  States ; 
and,  actuated  l^  a  sacred  regard  for  the  Constitution 
and  libefties  of  United  America,  sanctioned  by  the  wis- 
dom oftteit'  ih^ers,  and  consecrated  with  their  blood, 
they  win  not  withhold  the  testimony  of  their  confi- 
dence, and  the  solemn  assurance  of  their  oo-6peration 
to  meet  the  eriiis  with  (he  firmness  of  men,  and  Ihe 
detenniBation  of  freemen:  Therefore, 

Metohed,  That  this  Assembly,  speaking;  as  tiiey 
bdiore  they  do;  die  voiee  of  the  peeple^ef  this  Common- 
waahh*'  havo  viawod,  with,  approbatidn,  the  uniform 
aeal  with  whieh  just  remonstrances  have  been  made 
by  tlie  Cknaial  Goveniment«.for  the  purposed  bbt^mv 
ing  Cram  Gieat  Brilun,  by  honorablV  negotiation,  a 
ledreoa  of  the  many  wrojigs  inflicted  upon  us  by.  ner 
Orders  in  Council,  apd  other  measures  equally  hostile 
to  the  interests  of  the  United  States.  , 


Jieiohed,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Assembly,  That, 
however  highly  we  value  the  blesaingrs  of  [teace,  tod 
however  wo  deprecate  the  evils  of  wai^,  the  period  has  ^ 
now  amved  wmm  pe&ee,  as  we  now  have  it,  is  dis- 
graceful, and  war  is  honorable. 

Resolved,  That  this  Assembly  will  support  the  Gen- 
eral Government  in  all  Constitutional  and  legitimate 
measures,  which  may  be  adopted  M vindication  of  the 
rights  and  interest  of.  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  support  of  the  character  and  dignity  of  the 
Government  ihereoif;  and,  for  these  purposes,  we 
pledge  **  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  Aacrcd  honor." 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  of  this  State  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions to  the  Bxeci)ti^«  and  Legislative  departments  of 
the  General  Government. 


Tuesday,  February  4. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  commiltee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  eniiiled  "  An  act 
for  \he  establishment  pf  a. quartermaster's  departr 
roeot/'  lo«eihef  with  the  amendments  of  the 
House,  of  Uepresentati res  thereto,  reported  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed 
tO'  the  first  Monday  io  August  next.  He.  aUo 
read,  tn  his  place,  the  drauf^ht  of  a  bail  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Military  Establisbmenf  of  the  United 
Slates;  and  whieh  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
.  Mr,  WoHTHiNOTON,  frpm  ibe  commiUee  to^ 
wliom-was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  ictf  for 
the  tevisibn  ofXormer  confiirmaiio^s,  and  for  con- 
firmiog  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of 
Kaakaskia,"  reported  it  without  amendmeat. 

Mr.  I^BtB,  from  the.  committee  appointed,  on 
the  petition  of  John  BiorpQ^^^^  others,  reported  a 
hiil  authorizing^  a  subscriptioo  for  the  laws  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading;.  .  ^ 

Mr.  Ebbd,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  sulu^^  reppcted  a  hiU  in  addUi^  to,  and  for 
repealing  certain  parts  of,  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  establishing  pules  and  atrticles  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  armies'  of  the  United  States;"  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  pateed  to  the  second  reading* 

The  bill,  entitled  *-An  act  to  alter  the  times  of 
holdioff  the  diauict  couirts  within  and  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Connecticut,"  was  read  ih^  second  time; 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was  read  the  third 
lime,  and  passed. 

Tue  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  ol. Government  for  the  year 
1812,"  was  read  the  secxMid  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Tajt,  Fh^nklin,  and  Goodrich, 
were  appointed  t^e  coovmitiee. 

Mr.  CiiLMAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  promote  the  progress  of  science  apd  useful 
arts,  by  securing,  for  a  lioriied  lime,  to  inventors, 
the  exclusive  right  lo  their  respective  discoveries, 
correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bii^  was. read  the 
tbird  liine,  and  passed.  •  ^  u 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John 
Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a. 
con^pany,  by  the  name  of  the  Looiiiana  Lead 
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Coopany;  and,  after  debate,  itwaa  agreed  that 
the  ru ether  coQStderatioo.  ibtreof  be  pottfooed 
VotU  to-morrow.  ^ 

Mr.  Batabd.  from  the  committte  to  whom  was 
recommitted  t be  bill  supple meotary  to  the 'act. 
enritled  "An  aet  to  regulate  the  eollectioq  or 
dtlties  on  importft  and  tonnage,"  reported  the  bill 
with  an  amendment. 

'On  motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin,  the  bin,  which 
originated  in  the  Senate,  appropriating  a  sbm  of 
money  for  procuring  munitions  of  war,  was  post- 
poned until  the  first  Monday  in  December  nfext. 


Wbdnebday,  February  6. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  statfngthat 
the  measures  which  hare  been  authprized  by  the 
Board)  subsequent  to  their  last  report  of  the  2d  of 
Febroary,  1811,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been 
completed,  are  foHy  detailed  in  the  re|)oft  of  the 
Secretary  of  the, Treasury  to  the  Board,  dated  the 
first  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the  ^te- 
meots  therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
this  report;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  bill  in  ^addition  to^.  and  for  repealing  cef- 
taia  parts  of,  an  act,  entitled  t'*An  act  for  estab- 
lishing rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States^"  was  read  the 
second  time.  ^ 

The  bill  authorhzing  a  suhscription  for  th^  laws 
of  the  United  States  wa$  read  the  second  time.  < 

The  S«$nate  resumed,  >s  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate.  Moses  Auslin,  Jtxhn 
Ric6  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a 
company,  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead 
Company. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lbib,  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  Negative — years  11,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

TxAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Franklin,  GaiHard, 
Horsey,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Turner,  and  Yarnun^. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Cotidit,  Craw- 
fbrd,  Catts,  Oerman,  Ooodrich,  Gregft«  HoweU,  Hun- 
ter, Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  and  Taylor. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  the.first 
Monday  in  April  next,  It  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Greoo,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  further  conaideration  thereof  be  postpqned 
until  the  first  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
**An  act  for  the  revision  of  fbrmer  confirmations, 
and  for  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
district  pf  Kaskaskta;''  and  it  was  ordered  to  the 
third  readiiig.    ' 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
regulate  th6  collection  of  duties  on  importjS.and 
tonnage,'^  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  comoiittee;  and,  on  motion, 


by  Mr«  6irTA«n,  it  waa  agraed  that  the  funhtr 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  March  next.  - 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  hi  Committee  of  the 
WhoU)  the  oonsideration  of  the  %iU  respeotkig 
the  enrolling  and  licensing  eteaniboats;  and  on 
the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engroeeed  and 
read  a  third  time?  it  was*  determined  in  the  af^- 
firtnative.  ^  •        , 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  ^An  act 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  aii  additional  military 
force,"  nassej  on  the  I2th  day  of  April,  1808;  in 
which  tney  request  the  cqncurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  wax 
read  and  passed  to  |he  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  eatablisjiing  a  Land  Office;  aad 
after  agreeing  to  sundry  amendments,  the  further 
eonaideraiion  thereof  was  postponed  lo,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrowv 

.  TauRsniY,  February  6. 
«  The  bill,  entitled  "  Ag  ^ct  .supplemantary  to 
*  An  aet  to  raise,  for*  limited  ttme^an  additioaal 
*iilitary  force,"  passed  on  the  12th  day  of  April, 
W08,  was  read  the  second  time-,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  j 
and  Messrs.  Reed,  Andb^on^  and  Bradley, 
were  appointed  the  committee.       '  , 

Mr.  Cam^uell,  of  Ohio,  submitted  Ih^  folloar- 
ing  motion  for  cqnsideration  :  . 

**  That  a  cpmmittee  be  .^pointed  tooifaire.iato  th« 
expedieniqr  of  ascertaining,  surveyiagv  and  ••^•^**^ 
ing,  the  Northern  and  Western  boundary  lines  of  tM 
Sute  of  Ohio ;  and  that  the  copumtteo  have  laave  to 
report  ^y  bill  or  otherwise." 

On.  mfotion,  by  Mr.  B»th  of  Maryland,  the  bHl, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  «subtiahment  of  a  qnar- 
termastet^s  department,"  together  wHh  theaaaend- 
.ments  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  thereto, 
was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber neSct,  agreeably  to  the  report  of  the-  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  in  additic^  to  the  Military  BstablisB- 
ment  of  the^ United  Stales,  reported  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  bill  last  mentioned,  was  read,  aod 
passed  to  the  {^econd  reading.  .        . 

Th?  biM,  entitled  "An  act  for.  the  revision  m 
former  confirmations,  and  for  confirming  oertain 
claims  to  land  in  the  District  of  Kaakaskia,  was 
read  the  third  tiipe,  and  passed.  , 

The  Senate  reaumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tb^ 
Whole,  the  bill  establishing  n  land  office ;  and, 
after  debate,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bavarb,  i^  was 
recommitted  ^o  a  select  committee,  forthar  .to con- 
sider and  report  thereon  |  and  Misers.  .^^*^*; 
W.0RTBii«T#M,  and  Gactte^  ware  appointed  toe 
committee.     •  _j  u« 

Mr.  GiLMaN,  from  tha  oosmittee,  rcporM  toe 


bill   respecting  the  enrolling  and  licensing 


of 


steamboats  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  biH  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  '     <■   u* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in.  Conimittee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  bH4  antboriziiig  a  sabstripiioD  lor  the 
laws  of  the  United  Spates,  and  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postppned  until  the  first  Monday 
in  Marbh  ne^t. 

A  message  from  the  Hotiseof  Representativ^es 
infonned  the  Senate  that  the  House  ha^e.  paused 
a  bin,  entitled  "An  act.makiYig  appropriations  for 
the  support  of 'the  Military  Establisbmeat  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1812;"  a  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  I^aTV  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1812 ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  making  a  further 
appropriation  for  the  defence  of  our  mtiritime 
fitmtier ;''  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  roakinff  i^ppro- 
priations  for  the  support  of  an  additioBal  milita- 
ry force  f  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
six  companies  of  monnted  rangers  during  the 
year  1812 ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
cocrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  five  bitts  last  mentioned  were  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  jof  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  addition 
tQ,  and  for  repealing  certain  pacts  of,  an  act.  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  for  esublishihg  rules  and  articles  for 
the  goveriiiment  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
Sutesj''  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day^for,  to-morrow. 


Fbiday,  Febroary  7. 

The  PaxaiDBNT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretarjr  of  War,  transmitting  the  report  of 
the  commtsaionera appointed  conformably  to  **An 
act  10  authorize  the  Secretary  of  Warlo  ascer^ 
tain  and  settle,  by  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners, the  exterior  line  of  the  public  land  at 
West  Point  with  the  adjoining  proprietor ;"  and 
the  letter  and  report  were  read. 

The  biU^  entitled  "  An  act  making  approJN'ia- 
tions  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Bstablisb- 
mentof  the  United  States  for  the  vear  1811," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  re{)ort  thereon ;  and 
Mesia.  Fbanxlin,  TAit,  i^d  Ooodbic&,  were 
appointed  the  committee.    . 

The  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  making  a  further  ap- 
propriation fox  the  defence  of  our  maritime  fron- 
tier," was  read  ^e  secdnd  umeuv 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  making  appropria-, 
tions  for  ihe  support  of  .an  additional  military 
force,"  waa  read  the  second,  time,  and  referred  to 
a  aelect  committee,  to  consider  and  report*  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  Cam^jibll  of  Tennessee,  Brent, 
and  Dama.  were  appointed  thecomroitfee. 

The  bin,  entitled  "  An  act  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  expenses  incident  to.the  six  cem- 
paniea  of  mounted  rangers  during  the  year  1812," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
eommiuee  last  menlioned,  ta  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  aopport  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uqit^d 
Sutes  for  ihe.y^ar  1812,"  was  read  jthe  second 


time,  aod^  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereo|;i ;  and  Messrs.  Braoi^et, 
Brent,  and  Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  auihorizinff  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  to  locate  the  lands  reserved 
for  the  useof  J^erson  College,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,"  ih  wl\ich  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pope  presented  the  petition  of  the  Synod 
of  Kentucky,  sitting  in  Lexington,  praying  that 
the  public  mail  may  not  be  permiued  to  he  car- 
ried on  the  Sabbat])  days,  except  on  extraordina- 
ry occasions,  fnr'reasons  therein  stated  ;  and  the 
petition  was  iread. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion-  made  yesterday  bv  Mr..  Campbell,  of 
Ohio;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbadlet,  it  was 
amended  end  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ascertaioiog;  sur-^. 
fceying,  and  estiblishiag.  the  Northern  and  West- 
ern bindery  lines  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  tha 
Northern  line  of  the  State  of  Vermont^  and. that 
the  -con^mittee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Messrs.  Braolet,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  ,CinTa| 
Howell,  and  Da^a^  were  appoipted  the  cond- 
mittee. 

The  bill  in  aifdition  to  the  Militarr  Establish- 
paent  of  the  United  States  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  comixiittee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for 
the  more  convenient  taking ^of  affidavits  and  bail 
in  civil  causes  depending'  in  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  reported  the  bill  as  amended. 

Monday,  February  10. 

Mr.  CAMi»BELL>  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  making  apprOpriatiqns  for  the  support  of  an 
additional  military  force,^  reported  it  without 
a^qieDdment.  He  also  reported,  From  the  sanie 
committee,  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  expenses  incident  to  the  six 
Companies  of  mounted  rangers  during  the  year 
1812.!'  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'.An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  locate  the  lands  reserved 
for  the  use  of  Jefierson  College,  in  the  Mississippi  • 
Territory."  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill^  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  more  convenient  taking  of 
affidavits  and  bail  in  civil  oaitses  dependin||[  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,"  together  with  the 
amendment  re/>orted  thereto  by  the  select  commit- 
tee, which  w^s  agreed  to ;  and  thd^  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly.  . 
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Oq  th^  questioD,  Shall  tbi^Ull  be  read  a  (bird 
tidoe  as  amended  ?'  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative.  i 

The  Senate  resutned  tlie  eonsideration  of  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Ree^,  on  the  21st  January, 
as  amended';  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bradl^et, 
that  it  be  referred  to  a  select  comitiittee.  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereupon,  it  Was  ^etertbined  in 
the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  14,  as  follows: 

YxABi^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Campbell  of  Ohio» 
Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  HoweH,  8milh  of  New  York^ 
\  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Franklin,  Gaillard)  German, ' 
Glim  an,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Varnum,  and  Worthingtonr 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Anoersor,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  th^ 
amrmative-..yeas  20,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennemee,  Condit,  Crawford, 
Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gregg,.  HowfeH,  Leib,  Pope, 
l^mith  of  New  Yorl^  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum, 
and  Wdrthington.  '  ' 

N^Ts-^Messrsk  Bayard,^  Dana,  German,  Gitmah, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed,  and 
Smith  of  Mainland. 

The  PREsinEiNT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  the  State.of  Georgia,  transmit- 
ting a  copy  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  qf  that  State,  ratifying  and  con- 
firming an  amendment' proposed  by  Congress  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  relative  to 
titles  of  nobility.  And  the  letter  and  r-esolution 
were  rpad.  ■  .  ; 

On  motiop  by  Mr.  Bradley, 

Hesolved,  That  the"  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
State  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate 
of  Greorgia,  ratifyins:  and  confirming  an  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Congress  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  respecting  titles  of  nobility ; 
tojgetber  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislatures 
ofsiich  other  States  as  have  ratified  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Houee  of  Re^iresentatives 
inf^^rmed  tne  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  /^  An  act  to  authorize  a  detachment 
fjTomihe  militia'of  the  United  States;^  a  bill, en- 
titled ^An  apt  to  establish  a  land  disttiot  in  the 
Illinois  Terrilorv,  east  of  the  xJistjict  of  Kaskas- 
kia,  aud  to  attaea  certaiii  public  laiids  to  the  dis- 
trict of  Jefiersonville ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Selah  Benton^"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 


ToESDAT,  February  11.  . , 
Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  comnviitee,  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  prchrid- 
ing  for  the  more  convenient  taking  of  Affidavits 
and  bail  in  civil  causes  dependipg  in  the  courts  of 
thte  Unhed  States,"  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the 
bill  wa?  read  the  third  time  as  amended, and  passed. 


The  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  aol  to  authorize  ade* 
Uchment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  States." 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  deferred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  REEn,  VARSibM,  and  iitJHTSft,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  in  additton  to  th«' Military  Es- 
tarblishment  of  the  United  States;  and,  on  the 
question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  aod  read  a 
third  time,?  it  was  xletermined  in  the  affirmative. 
The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  establish  a  land 
district  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  east  of  the  dis- 
trict bf  Kaskaskia,  and'  to  attach  certain  public 
lands  to  the  district  of  Jeffersonville,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  (he  committee 
appointed  the  14th  November  last,  on  the  resola- 
tion  respectiirg  public  lands,  to  consider  and  repprt 
thereon. 

'  The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  forthe  relief  of  Cap- 
tain Selah  Benton,"  waa  read  the  second  tike, 
and  referred  to  a  seleot  coitfmittee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Bibb,  Leib,  and 
R^ED,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considerwion  of  the  bill  in  additioo 
to,  and  for  repealing  tsertahi  parts  of,  an  act,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  for  d^tablishing  rules  and  articles 
for  the  coverntoent  of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
States^"  and,  on  tnotion  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  t6-morrow. 

'^he  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,e«itled  **An 
apt  malcing  appropriations  for  the  support  of  an 
additional  military  force;"  and  the  hill  ww 
amended,  and  the  FRESinENT  reported  it^to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the* question,* 'Shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  t  it  Was  determined  iutb^t  affirm- 
ative. '  > 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comoiittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  ofthe  ^11,  entitled  "  An 
act  autboriiinff  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
locate  the  lands  reserve<i  for  the  use  of  Jefferson 
College,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
^ime?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
*  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iqformdd  the  Senate  that  the  Hou^e  have  p^^ 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to'ascertain  and  eitablisn 
the  western  boundary  of  the'  tract  res^vcd  for 
satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed  to  in« 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Conti- 
nental Establishmeht,"  in  whieh  hill  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Beaia^.  , 

The  biil  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading.  , 

Ob  motion  by  Mr.  Taylob,  the  bill,  eaUtM 
"  An  act  makifl^  a  further  appfopriati<m  for  the 
defence  of  our  maritime  frontier,*'  waa  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  TAtLOR,  Lloyo,  and  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, were  appointed  the  committee.  . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tnc 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill,  entitled     AO 
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met  making  an  appropriation  for  the  expenses  in- 
cident to  the  six  eompanie^  of  mounted  rangers 
during  the  year  1812 ;  and  k  was  ordered  to  the 
third  rcadiag*^ 

On  motioD  of  Mr.X^Aii  pbell,  of  Tenttessee,lhat 
it  be  Boir  leard'a  third  time,  it  was  objected  to,  as 
against  the  rule* 


Wednesday,  February  12. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  ascertain  and  es- 
tablish the  western  bg^adary  of  the  tract  reserved 
for  satisfying  the  militarv  bounties  allowed  to  the 
ofieers  and  soldiera  of  the  .Virginia  line  on  Con- 
tiaental  Establishment,^  Was  read  the  second  time, 
and  relerred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Worthinqton, 
Gaioo^nd  Pope,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An*  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Govern ment  for  the 
year  1812,'*  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr>  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  in  addition  to  the  Military.Establishment  of 
the  United  States,  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  it  was  recommitted 
to  a  select  committee,  furtner,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  ;  and. Messrs.  Lloyd,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  and  Crawford,  were  appointed-  the 
committee. 

Mr.GiLBiAN,  from  the  committee,  also  reported 
the  aaendm^nt  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  ac|  mi|k- 
iD{t  appropriations  for  the  support  of  an  additional 
military  force,*'  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill 
was  read  the  third  time  as  amended^  fod  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  expenses  incident  to  the  six  com- 
panies of  mounted  rangers  during  the  year  1812," 
was  read  the  third  titne,4nd  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  locate  the  lairds  reserved 
for  the  use  of  Jefferson  College,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  messai^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed ' 
a  IhU,  entitled  "*  An  i^ct  fot  the  reli^fof  the  Board 
of  Commiaaion^rs  west  of  Pearl  river;"  also  a  bill, 
entitled  **An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Christopher 
Miller;"  ia  which  bills  they  request  Ihe  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  broo^ht  up  for  coneurrehce  were 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  addition 
to,  and  for  repealing  certain  certain  parts  of,  an 
act,  entitled  "  A»  act  for  establishing  rules  and 
articles  for  the  government  of  the  Armies  of  the 
United  States  f  and  the  bill  was  amended,  and 
the  PaEsiDBjiT  reported  it  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. On  the  qu^stioDj  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
fromd  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  7  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  15,  as 
follows: 

TiAS^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Ocnaany  Howell»  Leib,  Pope,  Reed,  Tayioc,  VarauQ. 


Nats — Messrs.  Bayard^  Bradley,  Condit,  Crawford, 
Cutts,  Gaillvd»  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Lambert, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Tur- 
ner^ and  WorthingtoD. 

Mr.  Pope  preseoteil  the  memorial  and  oetition 
of  John  Lisleand  Margaret  bis  wife,  late  M^rgar 
retrLapsleVf  widow  and  administratrix  of  Samuel 
Lapsley,  deceased,  and  Miss  l^apsley,  daughter 
and  sole  heir  of  the  said. Samuel,  stating  that  the 
said  Samuel  Lapsley  served  as  an  officer  in  the 
late  Revolutionary  war,  and  .after  the  peace  he^ 
received  two  certificates,  commonly  called  com- 
mutation or  final  settlement  certificates,  which,' 
iq  the  year  ^786,  he  jdaced  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Qreenlee,  for  the  'purpose  of  obtaining  the  indents 
of  interest  thereon,  and  whiish  were  lost  bv  Mr.. 
Qreenlee,  and  have  never  siiice  been  found,  and 
have  never. been  funded;  and  praying  relieC  for 
reason^  stated  at  large  ia  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred^  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  «nd  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  ;^ 
and  Messrs.  Pope,  Brij>l£t,  and  GrbgO;  were 
appointed  the  committee.  ,    . 

TflURSDAY,  February  ^3. 

Mr.WORTHiNGTONjfrotatheedmmitteettowhom- 
was  referred  the  1)ill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  estab* 
lish  a  land  dtstriet  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  >asr 
of  the  dietrict  of  Kaskaskia^  and  to  attach  certain 
public  labds  to  the  district  of  Jefie^sonville," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  President  communicated  the  Ig^eneral  ae- 
coiiot  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  from 
October  1, 1810,  to  October  1, 1811;  as  also  the 
accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  for 
the  same  period ;  together  with  thcr^rtsof  the 
accounting  ojficerrof  the  Treasurjt  ihereon;  which^ 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cons ideration'of ihe  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment tor  the  year  1812,^'  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  t))ereto  by  the  select  comr 
bittee;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait  the  further. 
cQnsideratiop  thereof  \iras  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow'. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river,'* 
was  read  the  second  time. 

FriiAvV,  February  14. 

Mr.  BaitotET,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*Ab  act- making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  yni« 
ted  States  for  the  year  1812,'^  reported  it  withoat: 
amendmeht. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  commiMee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  making  appro* 
priations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Estabn 
lishmei^t  o(  the  United  States  for  the  year  181!^,'^ 
reported  it  without  amendment, 

Mr,  Bibb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Captain  Selah  Benton,'.'  reported  it  without 
amefidment. 
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The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  o[ 
Christopher  Miller,"  was  reid  the  second  time, 
and  referred  lo  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Bradley,  Pope, 
and  Smith,  of  New  York,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  Nathaniel  G.  lograham,  and  others,  of  New 
York, merchants,  and  citizens  of  theUnited  States, 
stating  that  they  are  copartners  in  trade,  in  which 
they  have  heretofore  been  very  successful ;  but 
that,  owing  to  the  present  unfavorable  state  of 
the  relations  between  this  country  and  the  com- 
mercial nations  of  Europe,  they  have  lost  the 
whole  of  their  private  estates,  and  become  corpo- 
rately  and  individually  insolvent;  and  that  they 
owe  to  the  United  States  a  considerable  balance 
on  cttsiora-house  bond?,  for  which  they  and  their 
surety  are  now  imprisoned;  and  praying  relief, 
for  reasons  staled  tnerein  at  large;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secr^ary  of 
the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report  th^reoA. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1812,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee; and  having  agreed  in  part  to  the  amend- 
ments, the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
amended  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determii^ed  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river." 
And  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawford,  it  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Crawford,  Gregg,  and 
Wortbinoton,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


Monday,  February  17. 

Mr.  Reed,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
to  'An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  addi- 
tional military  force,'  passed  on  the  12th  day  of 
April,  1808,"  reported  it  without  amendment.' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  making  appropriations  for  (he  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  fof  ihe  year  1812;" 
and  It  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committ^  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
9et  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishnoeni  of  tbe  United  States  for 
the  year  1812 }"  and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading.' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cdmmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  biH,  entitled  "An  act  for  t^e  relief  of 
Captain  Selah  Benton ;"  and  it  was  ordered  to 
the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  retuibed,  as  in  Committee  of  tiie 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  esubiish  a  land  district  in  the  Ulioois  Ter- 


ritory, east  of  the  district  of  Kaska^^kia,  and  to  at- 
tach certain  public  lands  to  the  district  of  Jeffer- 
sonville;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  GiL.MAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill, entitled  "An  act  makiog 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Governmeot  for 
the  year  1812,"  correctly  engrossed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  that  the  bill  be 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inserting  an  amendment  to  entitle  the 
clerks  in  the  Navy  Department  to  receive  fifteen 
per  centum  in  addition  to  their  salaries  as  estab- 
lished by  law — on  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lloyd  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  first 
circuit. 


Tuesday,  February  18. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementarf 
to  ^An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  lime,  an  addi- 
tional force,'  passed  on  the  12th  day  of  April. 
1808,"  and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cap- 
tain Selah  Benton,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1812,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1812,"  wasread 
the  third  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  lapd 
district  in  th^  Illinois  Territory,  east  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Kaskaskia,  and  to  attach  certain  public 
lands  to  the  district  of  Jefferson ville,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  redding^  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  yeAr  1812.^' 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  Ani>e'r8on,  to  amend  the 
bill,  bjr  unanimous  consent,  by  'striking  oat  the 
following  words,  lines  139  and  130of  th!e  printed 
bill, "  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-five," 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting,  in  lieu,  thereof;  **  nine 
thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  i^\  it  was  ob- 
jected to  as  against  the  rule. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Andbrbon,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  a  select  committee,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  aivd  Meaars.  An oeasoy, 
GooDRicB)  and  Tait,  were  appoiated  the  com' 
mil  tee. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  la0t  ttiea- 
tioned,  reported  the  bill  amended. 

Mr.  Llotd  asked  and  obtained  learetobriogio 
a  bill  to  alter  the  tim^  of  holding  the  circuit  courts 

of  the  first  circuit,  and  the  bill  w^s  read ;  and)  by 
unanimous  consent  the  second  time ;  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
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thereon;  uni  Messrs. IiLO yd,  Cutrs,  and  Hun- 
TEB,  were  appointed  the  co  mmittee. 

Wednbbday,  Febniary  19. 

The  bill^entitied^^An  aet  lupplementary  to  'An 
aetlo  rai&e,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  mi |i- 
Urjr force,' passed  on  the  12ih  day  of  April,  1808," 
WMread  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
Mt  making  appropriations  for  tlie  support  of  Qp^- 
eruient  for  tb€  year  1812,"  together  with  the 
uaradm'ent  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee, aiMi  the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
farther  amendments  were  proposed.  >  Whereupon, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  was  postponed  utitil  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseaUlires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill, entitled  ^'Aii  act  to  authorise  the  Befsretary 
of  the  Treasury,  ttnder  the  direction  of  tiie  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States*  to  purchase  of  Win«^ 
low  Lewis  his  patent  right  to  the  imw  and  im* 
prored  methodof  lighting  light-houses^  and  for 
other  parposes ;"  in  which  Ih^y  request  the  con* 
enrrenee  of  the  Senate* 

The  bill  last  mentioned  wa»  ready  and  pas9ed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mi.  .VToRTBiKOTOir,  from  the  x5ommittee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  if  any,  and  what,  further  pro- 
Tifiooa  or  alterations  .are  necessary  in  the*  laws'  of 
the  United  States  for  the  sate  of  public  lands,  re- 
ported a  bill  making  Airtber  ^provision  for  the  sale 
of  pabUclands ;  and  the. bill  was  read,  tdgetber 
wiih#  report  made  by  Mr.  Worthington  on  behalf 
of  thecoflunittee,  on  the  sntajept-matter  of  tiie^aid 
bill.  The  bill  vws  ordered,  to  t^e  saooad  reading. 

Mr.  Reeo,  from  the  coxamittee  to  whom  was 
leftrred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a 
df  tiebaient  from  the  militia  of  the  United  fitatesj'' 
reported  it  aqaeaded. 

Tbqbsdat,  February  20,    . 

The  bilL entitled  ^An  act  to  aiifeh9Tiae  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasur^Ti  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  Ihe  United  States,  to  purchase  of 
Wiaslow  Lewis  hie  pjiUeDt  rij^ht  to.the  new  and 
iaprored  netJuyd  of  iighti^  Iight^hoaaea,  and  for 
otbff  purposes,^'  waa^fead  tbe>fteeeBd  timti,i^d 
rtferred  to  a 'select  eooHnittee,  to  consider  aad 
Kport  thereoB  s  aad  Messrs*  Llot0,  Anoaasoiii 
uidHowiLL,wcrrapfointefl  the  committee. 

Mr.  Pops  pvcaented  the  petition  of  Lewis  €lei 
O^oiier  and  other#,  praying  the  interpoaition 
^  GoTtrnroent  for,  theit  encouragement  in  the. 
cvltiraiion  of  Ike  vine,  aa  is  stated  at  large  in  the 
Petition ;  whi^  was  read,  and  referred  toa  select^ 
(wnmittea.  to-  consider  and  report  therebtf  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Pope,  Tait,  and  Qasoo, 
were  appointed  the  committee.  n 

Mr.  LLOTn  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Niehoben,  widow  of  the  late  Commodore  Sain- 
^Nicholson,  stating  that,  by  the  dea;th  of  her 
bttkitnd,  sh^  together  witk  her  ^wo  dltufhters, 


are  left  to  penury  and  want,  and  praying  that  in 
consideration  of  Revolulionary  services  of  her 
late  husband.  Congress  will  graiit  her  relief;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  refer/ed  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Lloyd,  Bradley, 
and  Crawfor^^  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  fi-om  the  Honseof  Representa tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed  a 
bill;  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  at  Knox- 
ville,  in  the  district  of  East  Tennessee;  in  the 
Slate  of  Tennessee,"  in  whiek  they  request /the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

•  The  bill  last  brougYit  op  for  concurrence  was 
read,  aiid  psMedHo  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tb^  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  making appropri* 
ations  for  the  support  of  Crorernnlent  for  the  year 
18X2  f  and  th^  President  reported  th«  bill  to'  the 
House  amended. 

On  the  question,.  Shall  this  bill  h^  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deterinined  in  the  affir- 
matiise.     .  r      . 

'  Mr.  Llotd.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  Military  Es- 
tablisbmeat  of  the  United  States,  reported  it 
amended.  >      • 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradlbt,  it  was  Agreed 
that  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  authorize  a  de- 
ta<ihment  from  themilitia  of  the  United  States," 
be  postpoQed  to,  pad  bemSde  the  order  of  the  ds^ 
for,  to-morrow. 

FBiDAY„February  21. 

The  PaBaiDEMT  communicated  a  report  from  t^e 
Secretary  for  the  Departm«nt  of  War,  in  obedi* 
ence  tp  the&fthsectioilof  aa  8ct,einitled.^An  act 
to  prfltride  for  the  erdotiiiff  and  repairing  of  arsen- 
als and  magaziiies,  and  for  other  purposes^'  si^d 
the  report  wvs^  read.  ^  \ 

'  The  hill  making  further  prorision  for  tlte  sale 
of  public  lands  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitlied  ^An  act  to  aller^the  time  of 
holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  at, 
KnozvTlle,  In  the  district  of  East  Tennessee,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,''  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred^  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Bibb,  and  "V^ORTflmjaroif  ^  were  ap- 
pdinted  the  committee. 

Mr.  Oilman^  from  the  committee,  r^porfed  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the' support  of  Qorernm^at  for 
the  year  1812," correctly  engrossed;  and  the^bill 
was  read  the  third  tim^  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GiLKs;  frbm  the  committee  toiirhom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  concerning  the 
Natal  Establishment,"  reported' it  with  amend- 
ments, toffetfaer  with  suhdrj  documents  explana- 
tory of  the  amendments;  and,  oiT  motion,  the 
further  consideration  thefeof  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday 
next.  ^  »     ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  ihe  bill  in  addition  to  the  Military  Estab- 
lishnienl  of  the  United  Slates,  logreiher  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and.  having  agreed  to  the  amendments, 
ihe  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amejaded?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  concerning  the  levy  court 
of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;''  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  giving  fur- 
ther time  for  registering  claims  to  land  in  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  supplementary  to 
*  An  act  making  provision  for  arming  and  equip- 
ping the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.  They  also  concur  in  the 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
O'Bannon." 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  rea^,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  •*  An  act  to  authorize  a 
detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  States," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  tbe  select  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  it  was  agreed  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  to,  and 
be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  3d  instant,  contain- 
ing the  name,  rank,  pay,  and  rations,  of  each 
commissioned  officer  and  midshipman  belonging 
to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  respectively,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  tot^onsider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Messrs.  Lloyd.  Crawford,  and  Bradley,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 


"Monday,  February  24. 

Mr,  GiLMAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  tbe 
bill  in  addition  to  the  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  States  correctly  engrossed  ;  and  the 
bill  was  read  the- third  time,  and  was  amended  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
title  thereof  was  amended  as  follows:  ^^  An  act 
to  establish  a  quartermaster's  department,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  concerning  the  levy 
court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the-  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia/^  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bradley,  Bayaad,  and 
Brent,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill^'  enutled  *^  Ao  aot  giving  further  time 
for  registering  claims  to  land  in  the  Western  dis- 
trict of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,"  was  rei^d  the 
second  time,  and  referred  .to  a  select  committeeyto 
consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Worth- 


iNGTON,  Bradley,  and  Gregg,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Di- 
rectors of  the  Washington  Canal  Company,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland  ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *•  An  act  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direc- 
tion^of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  pur- 
chase of  Winslotv  Lewis  his  patent  right  to  the 
new  and  improved  method  of  lighting  light-hous- 
es, and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  establishing  a  land  office,  reported 
it  amended. 

A  message  from  the  Hoiise  of  Represensatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled.  '^  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Georgetown  Lancaster  School  Socie- 
ty ;"  a  bill,  entitled  *•  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  cam- 
paign on  the  Wabash  ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  supplementary  to  *  An  act  providing  for  the 
accommodation  ot  the  General  Post  Office  and 
Patent  Office,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  theSeDate. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concuuence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  mtitled  "An  act  supplementary  (o 
*  An  act  making  provision  for  arming  s^nd  equip- 
ping the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refierjeito 
a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  membeii,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  PopE| 
Bayard,  Gregg.  Lloyd,  and  Bradley,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  auti|orJz^  a 
detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  States," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee,  and  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  first  section.  And,  after  debate,  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned* 

Tuesday,  Fe|)ruary  25. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Trustees  of  the  Georgetown  Laacaster  School 
Society,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re/erred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrq.  Horsey,  Bayard,  and 
Hunter,  were  appointed  the  committer. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
'An  act  providing  for  the  ficcommodation'of  tbe 
General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  nod 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to.  constdeir  rfnd 
report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Bradley,  Greoo, 
and  Howell,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  tfre 
officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  cam- 
paign on-; the. Wabash,"  wfis  read  iiie  second 
lime,  and  referred  to  a  select  coinmijtee,  to  con- 
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sider  and  report  thereoo;  and  Messrs.  PopB)  An- 
DEBsoif,  and  Bibb,  were  appoiattd  ihe  eom- 
initte|. 

The  bill  \o  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the  Le- 
gislatare  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  was  read  the 
seeoBd  time,  and  the  farther  consideration  there- 
of postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resntned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wholtf,  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  authorize  a 
detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  States," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee;  and,  aOer  debate,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Bbadle7«  the  bill, was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  effi7e 
members,  farther  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Bradley,  Pope,  Crawford,  Rbed, 
and  YABicyM,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatirea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizinfE  a  loan  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of  dollars.^ 
They  have  also  passed  a  joint  resolution  respect- 
ing the  arts  and  manuuctures  of  the  United 
States;  in  which  bill  and  reflation  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bin  and  resolution  were  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 


1¥bdne8Dat,  February  ^. 

The  joint  resolution  respecting  the  arts  and 
manufactures  of  the  United  States  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
Oregq,  Crawford,  and  Llotd,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  ban 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of  dol- 
lars,'' was  read  the  second  time^  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  a)id  report  there- 
on; and  Messrs.  Llotd,  Crawford^  and  Tait, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  petition 
of  Samuel  &rown,  formerly  of  Massacnuselts, 
and  now  of  Ohio,  stating'that,  whilst  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British  at 
Quebec ;  that  he  hath  noct  received  any  pay  or 
rations  for  the  time  he  was  so  in  captivity,  and 
that  his  claim  therefor  is  now  barred  by  t&e 
sutute  of  limitation ;  and  praying  relief.  And 
the  petition  was  read<   , 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  establishing  a  land  office,  together 
with  tne  amendments  ^^ported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of 

the  President  of  the  United  Sutes^to  purfhn^ 

12th  C02l.  I8t  S£SS.— 5 


of  Winslow  Lewis  his  patent  right  to  the  new 
and  improved  method  of  lighting  light-houses, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wortbinoton,  the  con* 
sideration  of  the  bill,  making  fur(hec  provision 
for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  was  made  th^  ohd« 
of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BiBB)  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
and  Wtliiam  StresUy;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Thorsdat,  February  27, 

Mr,  Bradlby,  fVom  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  aup(il#- 
meotary  to  'An  act  providing  for  the  accommt^ 
dation  of  the  Oeaeral  Post  Offiee  and  Patent 
Qffi(?e,  and  for  oihef  purposes,"  reported  it  withr 
out  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  tha 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Popfi,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit 
of  Christopher  Miller,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  rhe  relief  of  Thomas  and  William 
Streshly  was  read  the  second  time,  and  the. fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  postponed jto,  and  mad0 
the  order  of  the  day  for.  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  ot  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passad 
a  joint  resolution  authorising  the  President  of 
the  Senate  and  Speaker,  of  the. House  of  Repre* 
sentatives,  for  the  time  being,  to  grant  the  usa 
of  the  hooks  of  the  library  of  Con|press  to  th« 
Judge&of  the  SupremeCourt  of  the  United  States; 
in  which  they  Request  the  ooncurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

Oi^  m6tion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  joint  resohitioa 
last  mentioned  was  read  three  times  by  unajur 
mous  consent ;  and  was  then  concurred  ia. 

Mr.  PopB,  from  the  comioittee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  ref«r/ed,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  representatives  of  Samuel  Lapsley,  de- 
ceased ;  and  the  h\i\  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading,     . 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendrfients  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes, 
to  purchase  of  Winslow  Leiris  his  patent  right 
U>  the  new  and  improved  method  of  lighting 
light-houses,'  and  for  other  purposes,"  correctly 
engrossed ;  and  the  bill  ^ras  read  the  third  time 
as  amended^  and  passed. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  tbe  committee,  also  resorted 
the  bill  establishing  a  land  office  correctly  en- 
grossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time* 
'  Beedlvedy  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
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4iiereof.be  ^Ad  apt  for  the  esiabliahment  of  a 
General  Laud  Office  in  the  Department  of  the 
•yreaaury," 

INCREASE  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  Sesate  resupied,  as  in  Gominitiee  of  the , 
Wbole,  the  ^omiden^tioB  of  thehillf  eotUled  **  Aq 
act  coocerDiDg  the  Nairal  Establiahmeot,"  toge- 
ther with  the  ameDdments  reported  (hereco  by 
#M  seleet  commUtee. 

Mr^  LLOYD.'-^Mr.  President,  the '  amendmeiits 
vrtposed  by  the  oommittee  to  Whom  this  bill  has 
been  referred,  having  been  gone  thrdugh  with,  I 
CM>w  beg  leaVe  to  offer  a  new  one,  by  an  additional 
aertioD,  to. the  following  effect: 

«Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  P^erident  of  ikt 
United  8tatea  be>  and  ke  hereby  ia»  anth^iiaed  to  canto^ 
to  be  built  a«  apeedily  as  may  be,  on  the  moat  approved 

model, fiigatea,  not  exceeding  thirty«8h[  guns  each ; 

and  that  a  anm  not  exceeding  ' — -  doJlara  be,  and  the 
•ame  is  hereby  apprqiriated  ibr  boilding  the  said  fiig- 
ataai  oat  of  any  mopeyala  the  Treaemry  not  otherwiae 
appropriated. 

It  is  my  intention,  sir,  to  move  for  twenty  new 
frigates ;  but  the  nomber  I  have  left  blank,  in  or- 
der, sbonid  the  Beoate  be  favorably  disposed  10 
an  increase  of  the  Navjr,  and  disagree  with  me 
«8  to  the  degree  of  that  merease^  they  might  reg- 
ulate the  number  at  iheir  pleasure. 

Sir,  I  have  been  induced  to  offer  thisamend- 
fsent  from  an  Hapolse  of  duty  towards  mf  more 
immediate  constituents,  and  abo  from  a  sense  of 
tbf  obligation  imposed  upon  me,  however  feebly 
I  may  be  abl^  to  re«pond  to  it,  in  the  honorable 
•tation  in  which  1  am  placed,  to.  endeavor  to  the 
extent  of  my  ability  to  support  ^e- dignity,  pro- 
tect the  riffhts,  and  advance  the  best  jntet«sts  of 
Ihe  United  Sutes.  Sir,  I  trsst  the  amendment 
tinder  eoosidefatioiL,  if  adopted,  would-have  a  ra- 
lation,  and  a  favorable  relation,  to  all  these  ob- 
Jecu. 

If  it  be  not  the  determination  -of  the  Qovern- 
ynent  to  engage  in  an  open,  actual,  efficient  war; 
to  place  the  nation  in  such  a  comptett  state  of 
preparation  as  majr  avert  war,  from  our  state  of 
veadiness  to  meet  it;  then  the  oleMures  of  the 
mreaent  session,  those  of  filling  up  the  VKist^i^ 
Military  Bstablishment,  and  thereby  adding  to  it 
between  six  and  seveo  thonaaad  roeS)  that  of  en- 
listing a  sunding  army  of  tWMtv-fiva  thoosaiid 
men  to  serve  for  five  years,  uafess  eoontr  dis- 
ebarged— of  providing  for  the  emoLoyment  of 
fifty  thousand  volunteers;  and  of  hokUa^  in  read- 
iness one  hundred  thousand  of  the  militia,  would 
be  not  only  inexcusable,  but  nearly^ treasonable; 
Wk  they  would  in  such  case,  without  any  adequate 
object,  impose  severe  aofd  heavy  burdens  upon 
tha  people  of  the  United  States^  from  which  vt ars 
of  the  highest  degree  of  prosperity  would  not 
relieve  them.  But.  sir,  I  am  bound  to  believe, 
that,  ubless  redress  be  obtaiaed,it  ie  the  determi- 
nation of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
to  enter  into  an 'actual,  vigorous,  real  war,  or  at 
any  rate  to  put  the  nation  into  a  perfect  state  of 
readibess  to  commence  it,  should  it  be  necessary; 
and  in  either  of  these  cases,  an  efficient  naval 


force  is  as  indispensable,  nay  much  mpre  iodis- 
pensable,  than  a  land  force.  . 

A  few  days  since  there  was  exhibited  to  the  Sen- 
ate an  account  of  sales  of  .three  hundred  andtighty 
hogsheads  of  tobacco  and  aparcel  of  cotton,  receody 
disposed  of  in  the  dominions  of  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  France,  who  professes  so  much  affec- 
tion for  the  United  ^tates,from  which  it  appeared, 
that  the  tobacco,  which  cost  with  the  charges 
^near  $20,000,  was  not  only. totally  sunk  to  tha ad- 
venturers, but  involved  them. in  an  additional  loss 
for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  i»ar  one  thou- 
sand doliars.mOre-7-of  the  cotton,  fifteen  sixteeDth 
pftrts  were  also  sunk.  Nor  did  this  arise  from  a 
bad  §tate  of  markets,^ the  hazard  of  which  mer- 
chants must  always  take,  for  the  markets  were 
unprecedendy  high.  The  tobacco,  which  could 
have  been  boug|it  in  the  United  States  from  2} 
to  5  dollars  per  cwt.  sold  at  twenty  doliars-^and 
the  cotton,  which  could  have  been  purchased 
at.  ten  cents,  sold  at  fifty  cents  the  pound.  The 
loss  arosQ  solely  from  the  perfidy  and  rapacity 
of  the  French  Government,  in  seizing  upon  the 
greater  part  of  both  the  adventures,  under  a  pre- 
tence for  the  payment'  of  duties,  which  it  shifts 
ad  libitum  as  suits  either  its  avarice  or  caprice, 
or  promulgates,  or  withholds  as  best  answers  its 
purposes.  \ 

Sir,  you  will  remark  that  these  accounts  of  sale 
bear  date  July  15,  only  eight  days  antecedent  to 
the  infornMtion  comnuinieAted  to  the  American 
Gtovernmerit  by  Mr;  Serrurien  in, his  letter ^o  Mr. 
Monroe  of  July  23, 1811,  in  >rfaich  he  st|ites,that 
^^  the  introduction  of  tobacco  is  not  prohibited  in 
*  France — it  forms  the  first  object  of  culture  ot 
^  s<Hne  of  the  States  of  the.  Union,  and  His  Majestv. 
^  having  an.  equal  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  all, 
.'  desires  that  the  relations  of  commerce  should  be 
'  common  to  all  parts  of  tha  Fedecal  territory." 
Yes,  sir.  this  is  indisputably  the  sort  of  interest 
which  Bis  Maiesty  is  pleased  to  .ti^ke  in  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  and  this  the  sort  of 
benefit,  which  he,  without  doubt,  would  delight  to 
render  common  to  all  parts  of  the  Federal  terri- 
tory. 

This  information  was  given  m  too  authentic  a 
shftpe  to  admit  of  iu  b^ag  questionjed }  it  came 
from  one  of  the  most  reapectable  mercantile  housei^ 
in  the  country,  coa^>06ed  of  Federalists,*  and  was 
made  knowa  to  you  by  an. honorable  member  o\ 
the  Senatefrom  vMaryland.  (Mr.  Smith,)  of  oppo- 
ffitd  politics,  and  who  hi^  lo^  in  some  sort  been 
considered  or  respected  as  the  com  me  I'cial  organ  oi 
this  Houi^,  if  not  of  the  Govemmei^t.  When  thesi 
facta  were  stated,  the  colleague  of  the.gentlemaa 
(Mr,  Bbbo.)  with  the  manly  frankness  of  asoldiar 
of  a  man  wno,  in  the  times  which  tried  men's  sotiU 
devoted  himself  both  soul  and  body  to  the  service 
of  his  country— who  entered  your  Army  at  th< 
comittenceafeent,:and  continued  in  it  to  the  termi 
nation  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  with  «reat  ust 
fulness  to  the  public  and  reputation  to  himself^ 
with  that  integrity  which  characterizes  hiVn,  aftei 
giving  v^t  to  the  honest  indigiiation  of  hi^hea^ 

*Me«9.  Robert  Othnorodt  Sons,  of  B^timore. 
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in  a  pkillipie  against  the  Emperor  of  Franoc, 
which  I  shall  not  repeal,  bat  whkh  was  as  well 
placed  as  it  was  justly  merited ;  he  asked,^  if  this 
was  to  be  the  state  of  your  commerce  after  a  war 
with  Great  Britain;  what  in  the  name  of  God 
were  yon  going  to  war  for  ?**  His  colleague  (Mr. 
Smitb)  rose  immeduitely  and  said,  this  was  not 
to  be  a  war  for  commerce ;  it  would  be  absurd  to 
SQppose  the  nation  was  now  going  to  war  for  com- 
merce—commerce  bad  b^a  abandoned  long  ago, 
the  trade  to  France  was  worth  nothing;  and  if 
Che  Orders  in  Council  weie  off  to-morrow,  if  the 
same  system  continued,  the  trade  to  France  would 
be  worth  nothing.  This  was  to  be  a  war  for 
honor— we  are  now  ^oing  to  fight  for  our  honor! 
Yes,  sir,  part  of  this  is  too  true,  commerce  has 
leea  abanaoned,  commerce  has  been  made  the 
8cape*|;oat,  on  whose  back  have  been  piled  all  the 
cioditles  and  follies  ofmistaken  theory  and  vision- 
ary speculation,  and  thus  laden,  she  has  been  sent 
adriA  into  the  wilderness  to  be  lacerated  by  erery 
briar  or  bramble,  that  could  rob  her  of  her  coat, 
or  plant  a  thorn  in  her  carcass.  No  country  qn 
earth,  ia  the  sanie  p^eriod  of  time,  and  under  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  ever  reaped  one  l^alf  the  bene- 
fits from  commerce  which  have  been  experienced 
bv  the  United  States.  Without  adverting  to 
the  effect  it  has  had  on-  the  extension  and  embel- 
ishmeat  of  your  populous  cities — without  ad- 
vertiog  to  the  encouragement  it  has  offered  to 
yoor  agriculture  and  to  the  settlement  of  ypur 
wilderness,  which  has  been  made  to  blossom 
like  ilbe  rose,  and  in  all  which  it  has  been  in  a 
high  degree  injjtrumeotal— look  at  the  records  of 
ike  Treasury,  and  you  will  there  see,  that  com- 
merce has  out  into  your  public  co£fers,  during  the 
«hoTi  period  that  has  intervened  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution,  two  hundred 
millioDs  of  dollars — a  sum  nearly  three  times  as 
great  as  the  national  debt  of  the  United  States, 
(he  price  of  your  independence,  as  it  Was  funded 
at  the  eoftimea  cement  of  the  Federal  Government. 
Sir,  this  is  what  commerce  has  done  for  you— 
what  have  you  done  for  commerce  ?         ' 

b  the  ytar  1793,  when  Gkeal  Britain  depreda- 
ted npon  youc  commerce,  you  had  a  man  at  the 
head  of  your  CbTernment  who  fought  no  battles 
wit^  paper  resolutions,  nor  attempted  to' wage 
war  with  commercial  restrictions,  although  they 
were  then  pressed  cipon  blip.  He  caused  it  to  be 
distinctly  and  with  firmness  made  ktiown  to  Qreat 
Britain,  that  if  she  did  not  both  cease  to  violate 
our  rights,  and  make  us  reparation  fbr  the  wrongs 
we  hM  sustained— that  yodng  and  feeble  as  we 
then  were,  just  in  the  grntle,  and  stepping  from 
the  cradle  of  infancy,  we  would  try  tne  tug  of 
War  with  her.  What  wis  the  consequence  ?  Her 
d^redatione  were  stopped— we  made  a  treaty 
wuh  her,  under  wjiich  we  enjoyed  a  hiffh  degree 
of  prosperity.  Our  ckums  were*  fairly  heard, 
c<)«tably  adjudged,  and  the  awards  were  honora- 
hly  and  punctually  paid  to  the  su^Rsrers.  -  In  this 
instance  you  did  something  for  commerce. 

Next  came  the  war  with  Tripoli — the  Berbary 
Suies  preyed  upon  our  commerce-^you  deter- 
mined toresist^and  despatdiedu  small  squadron  to 


the  Mediterranean  ;  this  oasht  to  have  been  con- 
sidered as  the  germ  of  your  future  maritime  great- 
ness :  the  good  conduct  and  bravery  of  that  squad- 
ron, find  the  self-immolation  of  some  of  its  ofil- 
cers,  iq)read  the  renown  of  your  naval  prowess  to 
all  quarters  of  the  civilized  globe.  What  did  you 
in  this  instance  ?  At  the  moment  when  victory 
had  perched  upon  your  standard^— when  you 
might  have  exhibited  the  interesting  spectacle  of 
the  infant  GoverDinent  of  the  United  Sttttes  hold- 
ing in  subjtigation  one  of  the  Powers  of  Barbary, 
to  whom  ail  Europe  had  been  snbsetvierit-^at  this 
moment,  w^en  eonqueel  was  completely  within 
your  gra8]>— civil  agency  stepped  in^-the  laurel 
was  torn  from  the  brow  of  as  ffallant  a  chieftain 
as  ever  graced  the  plains  of  Pafostine,  and  we  ig- 
nominiously  consented  to  pay  a  tribute,  where  we . 
mic;ht  have, imposed  o^e. 

Then  ca^e  the  Louisiana  convention;  in  wbicli, 
after  purebasinff  a  disputed  title  to  «  Territorjr. 
and  paying  double  what  any  other  nation  would 
have  given  for  it,  we  were  permitted  by- France 
to  put  our  hands  in  our  pockets, and  takeout  three 
>nilliona  of  dollars  more,  to  pay  to  our  own  citi- 
2ens  their  claims  for  property  which  she  had 
plundered  from  theov.  How  was  this  conducted'? 
Much  in  the  same  sort  of  spirit  in* which  it  was 
begun.  Thos^,  of  the  claimomts  who  were-  on  the 
spot,  or  who  had  efficient  agents  there,  who  well 
understood  the  avenue  to  the  back  stoirs;  who 
could  delude  Others,  and  purchase  for  «  aoag 
cUims  they  were  sure  of  having  alio  wed;  wUo 
could  intrigue  well,  bribe  well,  and  awear  Weil, 
got  fortunes^  while  the  honest  uosospelcting  mer- 
chant, confidinp;  in  the  correctness  of  his  claim, 
and  the  integrity  of  his  own  conduct,  got  noth- 
ing ;'  and,  very  probably,  some  of  the  iatier  may 
now  be  seen  wdndering  as  beggars  through  the 
streets  of  your  populous  (pities,  the  pavemeat  t>f 
which  4s  made  to  echo^  by  ohc  rattling  of  the 
chariot  wheels  cf  those  who  have  defrauded  thea. 

After  thiii,  you  had  t^e  Berlin  decree,  the  Or- 
ders in  Ooui^cil,  the  Mllaa  decree  the  B^mboail- 
let  decree,  the  depredaiions  of  Spain,  the  robbe- 
ries even  of  the  renegado  black  chief  of  Su  Dp- 
mi  ngo,  and  the  uaproyoked  and  still  eoatinoed 
plunder  of  DennMirk,a  nation  of  piratea  from  .their 
origin.  Wjiat  cause  of  complaint  haa  Denmark, 
or  ever  had -Denmark,  against  us?  Her  most 
food  and  speculative  maritime  preten^oas  we 
have  willingly  espoused,  and  3ret  aka  continues 
daily  to  ciu)ture  and  condemn  our  vessels  and 
cargoes,  and  cpntemptuously.  t€lls  Us,  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  StaCes  is  $oo  wise  to 
go  to  war  for  a  few  merchant  ^hips.  And  this 
we  bei^r  from  a  people  as  inferior  to  the  United 
States  in  all  the  attributes  of  national  power  or 
greatness,  as  I  am  inferior  to  Hercules.  Yes,  sir, 
commerce  has  been  abandoned,  else  why  prohibit 
your  merchants  from  Moging  the  property,  to  a 
large  amount,  which  they  have  fairly  purchased 
and  paid  for,  into  the  ports  of  our  country,  else 
why,  by  this  delusion,  perform  the  double  ope- 
ration of  adding  to  the  resources  of  the  enemy 
you  are  going  to  war  with  and  impoverishing 
your  ownicitizens. 
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Yes,  sir,  the  geDtfeoMD  from  Maryland  is  right, 
but  lye  has  do  especial  reason  of  com  plaint ;  from 
his  situation  and  standing,  he  should  naturaHy 
have  beep  the  guardian  and  protector  of  com- 
merce in  this  House ;  he  should  have  raised  his 
powerful  voiceMB  her-  favor  5  he  should  have 
opened  his  arnlsTpr  hier  protection.  He  did  raise 
his  voice)  but  for  merely  her  extinction^  not  for 
her.  encouragement ;  he  did  open  his  arms,  but 
>  fae.gav«  her  the  clasp  of  death,  not  that  of  pro- 
tection. The  embargo,  the  enforcing  act;  the 
aon-intercourse  act,  the  non-im porta tioq  act^  and 
all  that '  ill-omened .  brood  of  measur^es,  number 
that  gentleman  among  their  patrons  and  sup- 
porters.        •• 

Yes,  sir,  commerce  bas  >been  abandoned,  "  de- 
serted in  her  utmost  need,  by  those  her  former 
bounty  fed."  Yes,  sir,  she  baa  been  abandoned. 
She  has  been  loft  ae  a  wreck  upon«  dtrand^or  as 
a  derelict  .upon  the  waters  of  the  ocean,  to  be 
burnt,  8U|ik,  or  plundered,  by  anjr>great  or  puny 
assailant  wliQ  could  man  an  oar,  or  load  a  swivel 
for  her  annoyance. 

What  was  the  leading  object  of  the  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Confititution  in  the  Northern  parts 
of  the  Union  ?  Most  emphatically,  it  was  for 
the  protection  of  commerce.  What  was  the  sit- 
"uation  of  sonle  branches  of  our  commerce  th^n? 
And  what  is  it, now?  Look  at  the  Matement 
which  was  laid  upon  our  tables  about  a  fortnight 
past,  and  taken  from  the  returns. of  the  Treasury^. 
What  effect  has  it  faiad  upon  pur  fisheries,  which 
were  so  nobly  and  successfully  contended  for  by 
the  American  Comibissioners  who  settled  the 
Treaty  of  1783;  which,  for  a  time,  suspended 
that  Treaty;  and  which,  botb  tbe4uplicity.ajid 
intrigue  of  France  and  the  interest  or  England^ 
strofe  to  deprive  us  of— of  our  fisheries,  which 
were  then,  considered,  and  still  ought  tobecon^ 
sidered,  as  a  main  sinew  of  our  strength,  and 
a  nursery  for  our  seamen  ? 

In  the  vear  1791,  when  we  were  just  emeirging 
froQQ  a  chaos  of  confbsion,  the  export  of  dried 
fish  was  of  the  valocy  as  then  esti- 
mated; of  •        -       .       .        -       •  .$1,200,000 
In  the  year  1811,  it  had  dhninished 

nearly  one-half,  an^  was  only  -  757,000 
The  whale  fishery,  in  oifand  bone,  in 

1791,  gave .196,490 

In  181(,  it  had  fallen  off  nearly  two-      ' 

thirds,  and  was  only       ...        78{,000 

This  is  the  state  of  our  fisheries,  which  apply 
to  the  North>r'a  States,  after  twenty  years  opera- 
tion of  the  Government.  ' 

Let  us  observe  now  the  export  of  vegetable 
food,  in  which^otber  parts  of  the  Union  are  more, 
ileepiv  interested.  It  is  worthy  of  attention,  and 
I  shall  notice  a  series  of  years. 

In  1791,  the  export  of  vegeuble  ifood 
.  amounted  to  •       -        -       -       -  $4,640,000 
In  1803      w        .        .        ,      ..        -14,080,000 

In  1804 .  12080,684 

In  1806 11,752,000 

In  1806 11.050JOOO 

In  1807     .       *       -       .      .,       -  14;432,000 


In.  1808.  the  unfortunate  embargo  year, 
wh ion  did  not  commence,  however, 
until  nearly  three  months  of  the 
custom-house  year  had  elapsed      -    2.550,000 

In  1809 8,750,000 

In  1810 10,750,000 

In  1811,  the  last  year,  amid  all  our 
privations  atod  embarrassments,  it 
exceeded  the  export  of  atty  former, 
year  since  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country,  and  amounted  up  to  twice 
the  export  of  the  preceding  year,  to  20,391,000 
And,  the  present  year,  the  crops  present  a  vast- 
ly more  abundant  harvest  than  the  country  evn 
before  produced,  with  a  glorious  market  to  carry 
it  to,'  not  afiRsrded,  however,  by  France,  for,  of  our 
vegetable  export,  she  takes  scarcely  any;  but  a 
market  furnished  almost  exclusively  bv  Great 
Bri^in  for  h^r  own  supply,  and  thtft  of  tne  coao- 
trles  under  her  possession. 

Now,  if  it  has  been  shown  that,  if  the  Orders 
in  Council  were  off  to-morrow,  you  could  get  do 
new  market  for  the  great  staple  of  the  country, 
cotton ;  and  it  has  been  also  shown,  tbat  the  ex- 
port of  wheat,^  flour,  knd  vegetable  products,  was 
never  anything  i^ar  so  great  as  at  present ;  let 
the  farmers  and  planters  of  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  Virginia,  and  4he  Western 
States,  tell  what  they  are  going  to  war  fbr  ? 

Look  at  the  same-statement  for  the  situation  of 
the  export  of  our  domestic  manufactures: 
Ih  17^1}  the  exportation . of  domestic  manufac- 
tures, amounted  to  -        -        -        -     $600,000 
In  1811,  potwithstanding  the  restric- 
^    tions,  to-       -       -        -       ,-        -    2,062,000 

Havfng  increased  more  than  three  tiiues  since 
seven  teen  bund  red  a^d  ninety-one,  and  giving  also 
to  the  manufacturers  a  larger  export  tban  in  any 
former  year,  in  addition  to  their  having,  in  many 
articles,  the  entire  supply  df  the  home  market ; 
.  thus  affording  to  tjie  manufacturers  ^  much  great- 
er decree  df  encouragement  than  they  ever  before 
experienced.'  Let  the  manufacturers  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  oiher  parts  of  the  Uniop.  also  tell, 
then,  what  are  they  going  to  war  for  ?  If  this  be 
the  situation  of  our  domestic  manufactures,  and 
if  our  floriculture  is  in  a  high  state  of  prosperity, 
except  tor  a  few  articles  which  a  war  would  not 
improve  the  detnand  for,  and  commerce  is  abao' 
doned,  it  must  follow,  if  we  go  to  war,  we  must, 
as  has  b^en  stated,  go  to  war  for  our  honor. 

Well, sir,  this  is  a  noble  theme,  perhaps,  a  boon 
worth  qontend^ng  for ;  it  is  the  fruitful  parent  of 
many  virtue^ )  it  is  the  germ  of  whatever  adorns 
and  sanctifies  urbanity,  courtesy,  and  confidence, 
in  polished  life.  The  honorable  gehtleraan  from 
Maryland,,  in  the  fervor  of  his  imagination,  pos- 
sibly may  think, 

^  '^  it  were  an  easy  task. 

To  p>]Qck  bright  honor  from  the  pale^&ced  moon» 

Or  dive  into  ths  bottom  of  the  deep, 

Where  fsthoos  line  ne'er  soondedj 

And  fetch  up  drowned  honor  by  Uie  locks ; 

60  he  that  brought  her  thence 

Might,  without  co-rival,  wear  all  her  dignities.*' 
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Sir,  the  feelioff,  ifh  exist,  is  creditable  to  him  ; 
bat  I  can  assure  him,  if  this  be  a  contest  for  hon- 
or, he  will  not  alone  "fetch  up  drowned  honor 
by  the  locks*  nor  **  without  co-rival,  wear  all 
her  dignities."  In  this  contest,  ten  thousand  gal- 
lant spirits  will  start  with  him  in  the  race ;  ten 
thousand  other  gallant  spirits  will  struggle  with 
him  for  the  goal. 

Wliere  the  fugitire  has  been  for  the  Tast  twelve 
yean,  I  know  not  5  but  whether  she  has  been 
drinking  salt  and  bitter  tears  in  the  fathomless 
caves  of  ocean,  or  wandeHng  an  outcast,  desert- 
ed and  forlorn,  among  the  wilds  beyond  the  West- 
em  moantains,  it  is  equally  our  duty  to  welcome 
her  return;  we  should  consider  it  as  the  harbin- 
ger of  better  times — as  the  mdrning  star  of  a  new 
day — we  should  make  it  a  jubilee  fbr  the  nation* 
The  tutelary  genius  of  America  should  receive 
her  with  open  arms ;  should  endeavor  to  make 
her  teach  as,  in  the  high-wrought  language  of 
one  of  our  native  bards,  to  attempt,  once  again,  "^ 

"  Amid  our  oWn  stars. 
To  inscribe  a  nation's  name.", 
And  io  a  war  for  honor,  in  the  words  of  the  same 
poet,  over  whose  tomb  the  cypress  has  recently 
Wen  soapended,  should  make  us  remember,  as 
Mgards  more  than  one  Power,  that 
«  Base  anbinkiion,  taviting^both  iadigntty  anj  plnndet,. 
Like  a  w(A»,  kills  the  oak  that  oonld  have  braved  the 
thnoden" 
Bat,  sit.  it  is  mote  especially  the  part  of  honor 
to  discriminate^  to  draw  even  nice  dislinetions* — 
acaiast  whom,  then,  shpuk)  commence  this  war 
of  honor  1  Most  traqoestionably,  in  the  firsr  in- 
stance, against  Prance,  For,  let  me  ii^ak  ybi|,  sir, 
without  goin^  fkr  blick,  when  Qeneral  Turreau 
wrote  his  most  insolent  letter  to  U^e  American 
Gbvemment,  demanding  an .  interdiction  of  the 
trade  to  St.  Domingo,  land  you  complied  with  it, 
where  was  your  honor?  When  France  under- 
took to  deprive  you  of  one  of  your  most  essen- 
tial rights  of  sovereignty,  and  to  declare  war  for 
yon ;  to  state  that  you  were  M  war,  and  she  would 
ao  consider  you ;  andjou  remained  quiet^-where 
was  your  honor  ?  When  she  told  you  that  you 
were  a  nation  without  policy,  without  spirit,  i^nd 
without  principle ;  that  you  were  inferior  to  any 

ill 


ably  of  the  tolony  of  Jamaica,  and  we  stii 
courted  her— where  was  your  honor  ?  When  she 
pinaders,  sinks,  burns,  and  destroys,  our  vessels 
and  cargoes;  when  she  manacles  and  impresses 
oor  seamen,  and  marches  them,  like  gall^  slaves, 
throogh  her  territories,  and  we  only  complain, 
that  these  are  ^*the  roost  distressing  modes  by 
which  belligerents  can  exercise  force  in  opposi- 
tion to  rtght**— where  is  onr  honor? 

When  we  submit' to  that  most  infamous  of  nil 
decrees — the  Rambonillet  decree,  issued  in  May, 
1810,  to  take  place  from  March,  180&,  by  which 
a  large  amoont  of  American  property  was  seized, 
and  never  has  been  restored^  under  the  jiretence 
of  balancing  seiaurea^in  the  United  States  which 
never  exist^l — where,  is  our  honor  ? 

When,  aft^  P^V iof  double  the  price  which  any 
other  ptoplt  would  have  given*  tot  a  territory— 


when  we  were  convinced  of  the  fairness  of  the 
title,  and  took  possession  otit — wh^n  we  put  our 
doings  on  our  own  statute  book,  and  promulgated 
them  to  the  world — when  we  bad  done  this,  and 
observe  a  frown  lowering  updn  the  brow  of  an 
apostate  Bishop,  a  wanderer  from  his  country  and 
his  Qod<— and  we  shrunk  frotn  a  possession  which 
we  still  claim — where'  was  our  honor?  This  is 
the  foulest  stain  on  the  annals  of  your  history  ; 
and,  if  the  title  be  a  fair  one,  the  whole  military 
force  of  the  United  States,  if  necessary,  shoi^ld 
be  put  in  requisition  to  Wipe  it  away,  and  to  pos- 
sess and  defend  the  country  in  question. 

Sir,  when  Mr.  Serrurier  told  us,  in  his  letter  of 
the  23d  of  July  last,  that  His  MsQesty  the  Em- 
peror of  France,  having  an  equal  interest  in  all  - 
''of  the  States,  desires  that  the  relations  of  com- 
merce should  be  common  to  all  parts  of  the  Fed- 
eral territory"— -when  we  were  told  this  to  bur 
teeth,  at  the  yery  moment,  or  shortly  before, 
wheb  the  whole  of  New  England,  possessing  half, 
the  seacoast.  and  nearly  half  the  tonnage  of  the 
United  States,  was  under  the  ban  of  his  empire, 
under  a  bull  of  exOoittmunication.  and  not  per- 
mitted to  ship  to  the  value  of  a  single  cent  of  co- 
loniaf  produce  to  his  empire,  while  permissions 
were  given  to  New  York,  to  Charleston,  and,  for 
aus[fat  I  knoW)  to  Baltimore,  and  we  made  no 
reply,  where  was  our  honor  ? 

Sir^  1  do  not  complain  of  the  fact,  but  of  the 
delusion  with  which  we  are  perpetually  shuflled; 
no,  sir;on  the  contrary,  so  long  as  France  pur- 
sues her  pre^nt  system  of.  conduct  toward  as,  I 
want  no  mtercoursetrith  her ;  would  to  God,.ao 
long  as  she  thus  treats  us,  there  were  a  Chinese 
wall  extending  from  the  founjlations  of  the  great 
deep  to  the  third  Heavens,  all  round  her  empire, 
if  such  a  one  were  necessary,  to  cut  off  all  com- 
mnnioation.  bet  ween  her  and  us,  until  she  Is  be|- 
ter  disposed  to  do  us  justice. 

Thus,  sir.  although  France  unquestionably 
should  be  the  first  bbjecl  of  attack,  yet  atdhering 
to  the  Republican  principle,  that  the  wiU  of  the 
majority,  legally  expressed,  must  govern,  and  the 
nation  will  not  go  to  war  with  France^  but  will 
engage  in  a  vrar  with  Great  Britain  ;  1  am  ready 
loadmit  that,  in  a  x^ar  for  honor,  you  havecanae 
enough  for  war  against  Great  Britain. 

I  am  no  partisan  of  Britain  in  opposition  to  the 
interest  or  reelings  of  m^  own  country*  When 
one  of  her  navy  officers  inflicted  that  most  out- 
rageous insult  upon  us— the  attack  upon  the 
Chesapeake — there  was  not  a  man  in  the  nation 
who  Would  have  been  ^villing  to  have  gone  fur- 
ther in  anjrthing;  cursing  and  boasting  excepted, 
to  avenge  it,  than  myself.  Nor  did  I  ever  con- 
tend for  the  swiping,  extended  construction  that 
was  ilttempted  to  be  given  to  her,  principle  of 
blockade.  Both  these  )K>itttt  are,  however,  now 
happily  adjusted ;  an  atonement  has.  beep  made 
and  accepted  for  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake, 
which  it  would  be  the  part  of  petulance  and  cow- 
ardice to.  repine  at,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  a 
reproach  on  our  own  pusillanimity,  for  having 
received  what  we  oaght  not  to  have  acceded  to. 
And  the  principle  of  blockade  has  been  ao  expli- 
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citly  IakI  down  in  the  rfoeiit  corre^pancl^ee  of 
Mr.. Foster,  in  coofortnity  with  tbe,iestabliftiied  ?e« 
coj^nised  law  of  nalioDs,  ts  to  make  future  cavil 
with  reprard  to  it  iip possible. 

I  derived  no  pleasure  from  the  bitter  sareastic 
retorts  of  Mr.  CanQins^— in  ony  estimation  mtreh 
better  adkpted  to  the  flippant  petulance  of  the  tea- 
table,  than  to  tfad  bureau  of  a  statesman.  Nor 
was  I  gratified  by  the  diplomatic  maocnnvring 
&nd  evasions  of  ^h(s  Marquis  of  Welkesley  iu  re* 
gurd  to  the  appointment  af  a  Minister  to  the 
United  States,  anil  a  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
CouTncil,  w1iicb,in  nqy  opinion,  are  equally  inde- 
fensifaje  in  ^point  of  principle,  whether  they  are 
atteflopted  to  be  supported  on  the  ground  of  retal* 
ifttion,  or.ihat  of  self-preservation. 

I  onct  thought  Qreat  Britain  was  contending 
for  her  existence;  that  dream  has  now  completely 
pessed.away.  And,  ho  wis  it  possible  that  a  third 
and  neutral  party  can  make  itself  a  fair  object  of 
setaliation  for  measures  which  it  did  not  counsel, 
which  it  >did  not  approve,  vfhich  militate  strongly 
^y\h  its  interests,  which  it  is  and  ever  has  been 
Hnxions^y  desirous  loremore,  #hfohit  has  resist* 
ed  by  every  meaps  4a  its  power  which  rt  thought 
expedient  to^  use-*andj  of  these  means,  the  Qev- 
ernment  of  the  neutral  party  ought  to  be  the  sole 
judge;  vithioh  it  nas  endeavored  to-  gjsif  rid  of  even 
at  a  great  sacrifice!  '.  How  is  it  possible  that  a 
neutral  country,  thus  condndting,  can  n^tke  itself 
a  fair  object  or  retaliation  ibr  mei^ures  which  it 
did  not  originate,  which  it  could  not  ]^revent,and 
€ftnBot  control?  The  contrary  doctrine  mny  be 
oontended  for  by^  the  cliplon|etist  in<  obedience  to 
his  instr^dtiens,  by  the  statesman  in'  conformity 
with  what  he  considers  the  interest  and  the  policy 
of  bis  country;  but  that  it  should  now  be  support- 
ed by  any  men  of  sober,  lUHtnpassioned  mind, 
een,  to  my  perce|itioiis,  be  accounted  for^  only 
from  the  existence  of  a  prejudicC^  as  gross  as  ig- 
norance made  drunk. 

Thus,  sir,  to  my  view,  ih6  Orders  in  Council 
ate  whfoUy  unjustifiable,  let  them  be  bottomed 
either  on  the  principle  of  retaliation  or  of  spelf- 
p#eaervation ;  tbey  nught  not  be  untenable^  if 
they  otMiid  rest,  vrfaich  they  never  could  do,  on  a 
revocation,  ^.bimajide  virtual  revocation  of  the' 
French  decrees;  for  every> ^ette  fr6m  the  sea- 
board furnishes  damning  evidence  of  their  exist- 
ence; ami  almost  every  arrival  in.  our  ports 
showers  npoot  us  proofs  as  4hick  as  hail-stones  in 
a  Summer's  storm.  Among  ethers,  lodr  at  the 
ship  Genital  Baton,  tafcea  when  bound  from 
London  to  Charleston,  in  -  ballast,  exclusively 
Aaierican;  the  memorial  establishing  the  factd 
has  been  presented  to  the  Senate  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  GuTre.)  Look 
at  the  aeeouqt  of  Captain  Lelevie,  who  hae  jubt 
arrived  fitNoifolkt  and  whose  vessel  was  burned 
at  tea  by  a  couple  of  Freneb  frigates  that  had 
sailed  from  France  after  the  pretended  abraoation 
o£  the.Freneh  decrees,  the  captain  of  wbiA  told 
him  he  had  orders  to  destroy  all  Amefficao  vessels 
bound  to  or  from  arBciti»  port,  but  that  if  he 
capttured  a  B«itiiih  veiat  1,  e  vessel  of  xh^iar  open, 
acknawledged,  iatveteme  enemy,  he  c^uld  giv^ 


her  to  Captain  Xiefbvre.  The  frigates  afterward 
did  fall  in  with  an  English  vessel,  and  the  French 
captain  humanely  gave  her  to  Captain  Lefevre 
and  bis  crew,  wbo,  by  this  means  alone,  reached 
the  United  States. 

Look  at  the  case  of  the  brig  Julian,  carried 
into  Norway  and  acquitted  after  the  payment  of 
costs,  then  again  captured  by  a  French  privateer, 
end  condemned  for  this,  among  other  a^egatioBs: 
that  if  she  were  an  American  vessel,  she  was  en- 
titled to  b^  respected  by  Denmark,  and  to  be  re- 
leaaed  without  expense,  and  that  tne  paynneDt  of 
these  costs,  without  wnich  the  whole  property 
had  been  sacrificed  in  the  first  instance,  was  ert- 
denoe  of  her  beinsr  British  property ! 

Look  at  a  case  still  more  atrocious — the  state- 
ment of  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which  I 
have  been  .requested  to  present  to  the  SeDate. 
Its  authenticity  cannot  be  questioned ;  it  comes 
from  a  highly  respectable  merchant  ifvhom  I  per- 
sonally well  know,  (John  Parker,  Esq,.)  and  is 
supported  by  the  process  verbal,  which  I  also 
have,  and  other'  evidence  of  the  facts  contained 
in  it.  It  is  the  case  of  the  brig  Catharine,  Cap- 
taiti  Oekin'gtob,  and,  by  the  memorial,  it  appears 
that  this  vessel  sailed  from  Boston  on  the  teeth 
April,  1810,  with  a  cargo  consisting  ef  eofiect  >^ 
gar,  cocoa,  dye-woods^  and  cotton,  bound  to  Gk>i- 
tenburg,  ia  Sweden. aod  (Jr^m  thence  toany  other 
port  tnr  the  Baltic,  whieh  on  her4iritval  ^  Got- 
ten burg  would  appear  to  offer  the  most  advanta- 
geoue  maebei.  The  vessel  aJid  cargo  were  ex- 
clusively dwned  by^  Aoieri6an<GUizens,  apd  were 
furnished  with  .every  document  required  by  our 
lawa^  or  by  the  liiws /and  usages  of  natioii^  in- 
cludipg  the  most  ample  certificates,  from  .His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  ef  France.  6n  her  pas- 
8f  ^  to  Gottei^burg  she  was  captured  by  a  Danish 
prtvateer,  and  carried  into  Jahrsund,  where^  after 
a  detention  of  ten  months  and -five  days,  she  was 
libcHrated,  subfect  however  ,to  the  payment  of 
costs,.on  the  ground  that  she  wtfs  bona  fide  Amer- 
ican property,  and  had  not,  contcavened  either 
the  law  of' nations  or  the  modern*  law  set  up  by 
the  Government  of  France,  and  enforced  u^der 
its  infli^nce  and  aiuhority  in  otfa^r  coiifntries  of 
'the  continent  of  Europe. 

Thuii  liberated,  after  so  long  a  detention,  and 
at  an  expense  of  more  than  jfour  thousand  dol- 
lars, -and  thus  furnished  with  the  opinion  of  a 
vigilant  court  that  she  was  liable  to  no  suspicion, 
the  vessel  departed  from  Jahrsund,  and  proceeded 
to  Gottenburg,  her  original  port  of  destingtion, 
where  finding  ber,eargo  unsaleable,  she  proceeded 
for  St.  Petersburg,  fitst  stopping  at  Elsinore  to 
pay  the  Sound  duties,  in  order  to  pfevent  any 
possible  pretence,' either  that  she  availed  herself 
of  enemy's  convoy,  or  that  she  had  made  any 
attempt  to  elude  tbe  laws  of  Deiuaark;  ^d 
bavihg  there  complied  wiAh  all  the  mgulatioos 
both  of  France  and  Denmark,  and  having  c^ 
had  .the,  good  fortune  to  escape  being  visited 
by  British  cruisers,  the  ve89el  sailed  from  El^' 
nore  to  St.  Petersburg,  when,  on  the  3d  of  May^ 
1611,  she  was  captured  byva  Frepeb  privateer,, 
duly  oemmisstoneid  by  tlie  Emperor,  of  Fraaee^ 
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aad  eajried  iDtoQaAtzic.  On  her  arrival  at  that 
port,  she  fmM&  put  under  the  oontrol  of  the  Coo* 
sol  of  Fraoice^  and  all  her  papers  were  foccibly 
takfQ  by  the  said  Coneul,  aodseot  to  Paris,  ia 
order  that  legi^  process  might  be  there  iiutituted 
agaiBst  her. 

In  unloading  the  car^o,  the  most  illegal  con- 
duct was  adopted.  Several  oi  the  crew  were 
in^iressed  for  the  service  of  His  Imperial  Majes- 
ir,  and  impedimeitts  were  thrown  in  the  way  of 
tae  superoargo.  by  w^hholding  his  iMi^pprts'Bear 
two  months,  although  he' had  applied  for  them 
to  the  Amerieaa .  Charge  d'Afiaires,  to  prevent 
his  getting  to  Paris  to  defend  the  vessel  aad  car* 
go.  Thus  situated,  at  a  very  earlyr  period  the 
supercargo  made  known  to  Afr.  Kusse.ll,  the. 
American  Charge  d'Afiaifs  at  Paris,  the  circum-, 
stances  of  the  capture,  who  applied  to  the  French 
Minister  of  Foreign  A£^irs,  and  received  assu* 
ranees  from  him,  that  he  had  made  a  favorable 
report  of  the  case  to  the  Eqiperor.  Not  with*/ 
standing  this  perfect  knowledge  of  the  caae,  and. 
the  favorable  report  of  the  French  Minister,  the 
Council  of  Prizes,  on  the  10th  days  of  September 
last,  without  hearing  any  plea  or  defence  on  be- 
half of  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  ppo* 
ceeded  to  the  eoudemaation .  of  them  both )  in 
which,  after  reoittog  that  the  Catharine  had  been 
eautured  hf  the  French  armed  ship  the  J^uue 
Adolphe,  uad  that  she  had  been  libelled  on  the 
ground  ^  that  ppirt  of  tbe  e^rgo  came  from  Span* 
ish  and  Porluffuasa  calonies^^  and  that,  moreover, 
ii  consieted  of  colonial  articles,  whose  impoua- 
tion  was  pcohibited  by  His  Majesty's  decrees  >" 
ikat  she  had  been  •apt.ured'by  the  Dane$,and 
ae^niued  Ivy  the  Danish  eouru,  and  that  siie  had 
arrived  at  Goiienbucg,  in  which  port  an  English 
euiter  was  then  lying,  but  which  had  not  hailed, 
the  Catharine^  after  reciting  that  another  vessel 
had  hailed  her  on  her  pas^«,  the  officers  of 
which  had  spoken  the  SagUsh  language ;  ^hat 
the  captain,  supercar^Ok  and  mariners,  had  all 
eanenrred  in  these  &ets;  after  reciting  moreover 
a  complete  list  of  all  the  papers  fodud  on  boa)rd 
the  Catharine,  which  consisted  of  every  doou* 
ment  i eqturad  by-  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
modcarn  usages  of  France,  all  certiH'ed  by  the 
French  Consul  at  fiostou;  the  Council  of  Priz<es^ 
proceeded  to  bendemn  both,  vessel  and  cargo, 
valued  -at  eighvy-%^-  thousand  dollars,  on  the 
following  pretence^  if  even  such  they  may  be , 
eaUed:  taat  "^the  said  brig  had  anchored  at  Got- 
tenburg,  at  wbich-pett  there  was- an  armed  &ng* 
lish  padtet.boat,«nd  that  this  was  an  it^icatioQ 
or  proof— -the  cargo  consisting  also  moslly  of  arti- 
etes'of  colanial  produM— (hat  the  same  was  in 
the  interest  of  the  enejpy's  commerce  i  that  there 
was  no  reason  to  b^va  that  she  entered  the 
Baltia  wkhoui  convof^  ami  if  she  were  not  dis- 
lotbed  \tj  the  numerous  vesseU.of  the  enemy,  it 
was  be«Mse  she  was  an  enemy's  ship  under  an 
Ametienn  maak ;"  and  they  then  .proceeded  to 
condeBMi  both  vesAeland  caK£|Qi)BQd  to  decree 
that  the  capture  was^eod  and  available.  .  Thus, 
if  an  Aimmoan  vessel  is  cleared  \%  a  Danish 
eoart  as  ^^  hi^^o^fid^  »ettU»l  property,  l^t 


sub^iected  t6  the  payment  of  costs^  in  a  Frenchf 
court,  the  payment  of  these  condemns  hertbe^ 
cause' she  ought  to  have  been  released  without 
them. 

If  she  has  been  met  with- going  to^  or  coming 
from  an  Edgli^h  port,  whether  with  a  cargo  or 
without,  this  is  sufficient  ground  to  capture  or 
desuov  ber ;  if  she  ^has  been  spoken  by  a  ressel ' 
from  her  own  country  in  the  English  language 
or  has  jentjered  a  port  wh^e  an  English  vessel 
should  be  lying  at  anchor,  which  dia  not  even 
pay  her  so  much  attention  as  to  hail  her,  she  is 
to  oe  condemned  ;  if  no  proof  is  given  that  she 
took  convoy,  it  is  alleged  that  no  proof  is  Air- 
nished  that  sjbe  misht  not  have  taken  it ;  if  she 
is  visited  by  a  British  ship  she  is  coademned  j  and 
if  she  has  not  been  visited,  nor  molested,  she  is 
Condemned,  because  her  not  being  sodi&iurbed  \& 
evidence  she  was  in  the  interest  of  the  eneiUy's 
commerce  l^  Nor  has  this  been  done  by  an  infe* 
rior  court,  w  by  subordinate  agents.  The  coa^* 
deiunation  of  the  Catharine  a^d  cargo  was  de- 
creed at  Paris  by  the  highest  prize  court  on.  the 
IQth  September,  and  was  confirmed  by  the  Em- 
peror in  person  on  the  14th,  after  a  full  kuowl«- 
edge  of  the  circumstances^  and  After  a  favorable 
decision  on  the  case  had  been  promised  by  the 
French  Minister  of  Foreiga  Afitairs;  Thus,  sir,' 
is  situated  ojir  c;ommer«e  as  it,  respj^pts  Fraaceu 
apd*  such  is  the  evidence  of  the  virtual  actual 
repeal  of  her  decrees* . . 

Still)  sir,  if  we  are  going  to  war  with  Great 
Britain,  let  ii  be  a  real,  effectual,  vigorous  war. 
Give  us  a  paval  force.  This  Is  the  sensitive 
chotd  you  can  to^ch,  and  which,  would  have 
more  effect  on  ihers  Aan  ten  armies.  CUve  us 
thirty  swifu-iailiag,  well*appointed  frigates^  they 
are  better  jlbaii  seventy-fours ;  t Wo  thirty-sixigUA . 
frigates  can  be  buiitand  oMiintained  for  the  same 
expense  as  one  set enty-four,  and  for  purposes  of 
annoyance  for  which  we  want  them,  ihey  are 
better  thap  two  seventy-fours ;  they  ar^  maiiaged 
easier,  ought  Jlo  sail  fatoer,  and  can  be  navigated, 
in  shoal  waiter.  Wado»notwant  seventy-fours; 
cou /age  being  equal,  in  ^line-<^; battle  ships,  skill 
and  expeiaeiice  will  always  insure, success.  .  We 
are  not  ripe  for  l.hem;  but  butt>-bolt .  the  sides  of 
an  Amerieau  to  that  of  a  British  frigate,  and 
rheu^h  we.shpuld  lose  sometimes,  we  would  'win 
as  oaen  as  we  should  lose.  The  whole  history 
of  the  Revolutionary  waj-,  when  we.  met  at  sea. 
OB  equal  ttrms)  wo^ld  b^r  testimony  id  favor  of 
thi^  opinion.  >  Give  ax^  theft,  this  little  fleet  well 
appointed;. place- your  Navy  Department. under 
an  able  and  spirited  Administratipn^  give  tone 
to  the  service.  Let  a  sentiikient  like  the  fpUow- 
in^  proiede  every  letter  of  insttf  uction  to  the  cap* 
tain  of  a  ship  of  war — *'  Sir,  the  honor  of  the. 
nation^isjna  degree  nttacUed  to^heflag.of  yoiir 
vessel ;  jcemegdub^,  ihat  it  may  be  suok  withMil 
disgrace^  but  cait  never  be  atruck  without  dia^ 
hofor."  Di^  this  >  cashier  every  officer  who  strikeSf 
his  iagr  and  you  wiil-^oon  have. a  good  aecaunt' 
of  your  Na^y.  Thifi  may  be  said  to  be  a  hard> 
tenure  of  servicer  but,  hard  or  easy^-sir,  embark 
in  9a  a<^ual».vig^Ous  war,  ^  JsQ;  a  few  we^, 
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perbcps  dtiys^  I  would  engage  oompleteljr  to  pffi* 
cer  ^our  whole  fleet  from  New  England  alone. 

Qive  u«  this  little  fleet,  and  iH  a  qUc^rter  part  of 
the  time  you  could  operate  upon^her  in  any  other 
way,  we  would  bring  her  to  terms' with  you-^ 
not  to  your  feet.  No,  SjY.  Great  flrilaih  is,  at 
present,  the  most  colossal  power  the  world  ever 
witnessed.  Her  dominion  expends  from:  the  ris- 
ing to  the  setting^  sun.  Survey  it  for  a  moment.. 
"Commenctng  with  thi;  newly  foQnd  contment  of 
New  Holland,  as  she  proceeds  she  eml)race9  un- 
der her  protection,  or  in  her  possession,  the  Phil- 
ippine Islands;  Java,  Suhaatra  ;  passes  the  coast 
erf  Malacca;  rests  for  a  short  time  fruitlet^ly^^to 
endeavor  to  number  the  countless  millions  of  her 
subjects  in  Hindostan-;  winds  into  the  sea  of  Ara- 
bia; skirts  along  the  coasts  of  Coromatideland 
Ceylon  *,  stops  for  a  moment  for  refreshment  jat 
the  Cape  of  <]k>od  Hope ;  visits  her  plantations 
of  the  Isles  of  France  and  Bourbon ;  sweeps 
along  the  whole  of  the, Antilles,;  doubles  Cape 
Horn  to  protect  her  whalemen  in  the  Northern 
and  Southern  Pacific  oceans;  crosses  the  Ameri- 
can continent  from  Ctueen  Charlotte's  Sound  to 
Hudson^s  Bay;  glancing  in  the^tassage  at  her 
colonie9  of  the  Ganadas,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New 
Brunswick ;  thence  continues  to  Newfoundland, 
to  look  after  tmd  foster  her  fisheries,  aiid  then 
takes  her  departure  for  the  United,  S^ingdpms  of 
Bngknd,  Irelandj  and  ocolknd,  nor  rests  u fit il 
she  reaches  the  Orkneys — the  nUima  thuie  of  the- 
geogra'phy  of  the  ancients.  Suoh  an  overgrown 
oommevcial  andeolontal  power  as  this  never  be^ 
fore  existed.  I^ue,  sir,  she  has  an  enovmous 
national  debt  of  700  millions  of  pound*  sterlibg, 
and  a  diurnal  expendiTure  o^a^niillfen  of  dollars^ 
which,  while  w%  are  whining  about  a  Wafit  of 
resources,  would,  in  six  short  weeks,' wipe  off  the 
whole  public  debt  of  the  United  States. 

Will  .(hese  millstones  sink  her?  WHl  they 
subject  her  to  the  power  of  France  1  N6,  ^ir; 
burst  the  bubble  to-morrow;  destroy  the  fragile 
basis  on  which  her  publie-oredit  stands,  the  sin- 
gle word  Cfmfidenos;  sponge,  her  natipnal  debt) 
revpluiionize  her  Qovermnent;  em  the  throats  of 
^11  h^r  royal  family,  and  dreadful  ifs  #ould  be 
the  process,  she  would  rise  with.2-enovated  vigor 
fVcm  the  fall,  and  present  to  her  enemy  a  more 
imposing,  irresistible  iVoni  thausever.  No, .sir;' 
Qreat  Britain  cannot  be  subjugated  by  France  j 
the  genius  of  her  institntions,  tEe  genuine  gante- 
oock,'  bulhd6g  spirit  of  her  people,  will  lift  her 
bead  above  the  waves  long  .after  the  dynasfy.of 
Bonaparte'— the  ill-gotten  power  of  Franee,  eol- 
lected  by  perfidy,  plunder,  and  usurj^tloB,  like 
liie  UBceal  in^age  of  old,  composed  of  day,  and  of 
iron,  dnd  of  brass,  and  of  silver,  and  of  gold,  shall 
have  tumbled  into  atoms'. 

From  thtfl  belief  I^aekmowledge  I  derive*  sen- 
timent of  gratttlation.  In  New  fiSngland  oar 
blood  is  unmixed;  we  are  the  direct  descendants 
of  Englishmen  ;  we  are  Mtives^of  'the  soil.  In* 
tbe- Legislature  of  the  respectable  and  once  pow- 
erful State  of  Massachusetts  noisr  io  session,  com- 
posed of  near  sev^n.  hundred  members,  to  my 
xoowledge  not  a  siagle  fjpreigner  holds  a  seat. 


As  Great  Britain  wrongs  us^  I  wt>ukl  fight  her. 
Y^t  I  should  be  worse  than  a  barbarian  did  I  not 
rejoice  that  the  sepulchres  of  XHi)r  forefathers, 
which  are  in  that  country,  woui^  remain  ud- 
sackedj  and  their  coffihs  rest  undisturbed  by  the 
unhallowed  rapacity  of  tljie  Goths  and  Saracens 
of  modern  Europe.^ 

How  then,  sir,  will  it  he  asked,  are  we -to  ope- 
rate on  a  Power  f  uch  as  I  haYe  described  ?  Let 
us  have  these  thirty  frigates ;  she  <;afnnot  block- 
ade them;  our  coasts  are  in  bur  fVtVor;  the  ele- 
ments are  in  our  faYor ;  from  November  to  the 
month  of  March,  in-the  Nojrthern  States  I  mean, 
allnhe  navies  of  ait  the  World  could  not  blockade 
them  in  our  ports;  with  our  inclement  weather 
and  northeast  and  solkhefst  storms,  and  hazard- 
ous shores,  and  tempestuous  northwest  gales, 
which  afibrd  the  best  chances  to  go  off  the  coast, 
enemy  ships  of  war  could  not  keep  their  stations. 
Divide  these  thirty  frigates  into  six  squadrons; 
j)lace  them  fn  the- northern  ports  ready  for  sea; 
and,  at  favorable  moments,,  we  wodld  pounce 
upon  her  West  In&ik  Islands,  and  repeat  the  game 
of  Pe  Grasse  and  D'Estaiog  in  1779  and  1780. 
Bythe  jime  she  wlas  looking  for  us  there,  we 
would  be  round  Cape  Horn  cutting  Up  her  whale- 
men. When  pursued  thefe,  >we  would  skim 
away  to  (he  Indian  ocean,  and  look  after  her 
Chrnaand  India  fleets,  of  whom  Mre  would  give 
a  far.  different  account  from  that  of  Linois,  the 
Frenchman.  OceasioAaUy'Ve  would  'lodrk  after 
her  QiUel^  ^eet,  and  her  Jamaiea  fleet ;  some- 
times we  would  do  as  the  French  privateers  now 
do,  make  our  appearance  in  the  chops  'ot  the 
Channel,  and  noW^and  then  we  might  even  wind 
nbrth^bout,iaiHl  look  into  the  Baltic.  We  should 
sdmetifnes  meet  vvith  disasters, 4)ut  we  have  ahun- 
dant  means  to  repair  them.  W,dl  'managed,  it 
would  require  a  hundred  Britiftb  frigates  to  watch 
the  m6vements  of  these  thirty. 

These  are  the  means/ sir,  by  which  I  would 
bring  Ch-eat '  Britain  hot  to  our  feet,  but  to  her 
senses.  The  Govefnm^nt  df  Great  Britain  is  in 
some  degree^a  popular  one;  two  branches  of  her 
Government^the.Ktng  ^nd  the  Conioions-^are 
gtyverned  by  the  popular  Sentiment,  and  the  hos- 
pital of  incurables ^  must  always  follow  suit.— 
Toueh  the  popular  sentiiAent  effectciaily,and  vou 
coiUrol  the  Commons ;  the  Commons,  by  with- 
holding the  supplies  ajod  th^civlHist,  control  the 
King  and  obtain  a  change  of  Ministry  and  a 
change  of  measures.  ■  In  this  way  vt)u  obtained 
the  peace  of  1789.  Had  it  depended  on  the  King 
and  the  Lords,  ydu  would  not  have  had  a  peace 
until  this  time.  '  •  ■  ^ 

We^an  touch  the  popular  stentiment.  With 
the  fleet  I  have  mentioned  weeoutd  harass  great- 
ly the  commerce  of  Great  Britain ;  we  oouW 
bring  her  people  to  their  senses ;  we  could  make 
them  ask  their  Gbver nment  ibr  wh«t  obieet  they 
continued  thus  to  wkA^ie.  our  rights'?  whether  it 
was  for  the  ihterest  of  Great  BrUiitn  to  ihA>vr  us 
into  the  lap  of  her  enemf  1  Whether  it  wii  for 
her  interest  to  enibitter  us  toward  lier  still  more? 
Whether  it  was  for  h^  interest  to  sever  tM  P"^- 
cipnl  liea^of  connexion  between  hor  aod  us,  by 
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oblij^g  •<  lo  become  a  tnanafaeturing  people  ? 
Aad  00  this  bead  we  eoutfli  make  an  exhibit  that 
wooMafttoDish  both  friends  and  foes:  Whether  it- 
way  for  her  ioterest  to  force  as  to  become  prema- 
torelya  great  mariHme  nation,  destined,  one  day 
orotker,  to  dispute  with  her  the  eceptre  of  the 
oceiD?  Id  short,!  would  make  the  people  ask 
the  Ooyemroeot  ctd  bono  in  this  war.  And  the 
iBonieDt  this  is  effected, on  both  sides  the  water, 
tke  war  is  terminated,  the  business  h  finished,  and 
yoQ  have  onlf  ta  agree  on  fair  and  equal  terms  of 
peace. 

Look  at  the  expense  and  the  effect  of  the  mea- 
imes  you  hare  adopted.  You  ftre  to  bare  a 
standing  army  of  35,000  men,  50,000  yoldnteers^ 
and  100.000  of  the  militia.  The^  you  cannot 
get  into  actual  service  without  the  miticia,at  less 
expense  than  forty-five  millions  of  dollars  annu* 
ally^lbe  ways  and  means  proposed  being  less  is 
noeridence  to  the  contrary— no  experienced  mil- 
itarr  man  can  estimate  it  at  less.  What  are  you 
to  do  with  it?  You  oTerfun  Canada  without 
material  difficulty,  duebec  excepted;  that  Gib- 
raltar of  the  American  continent  can  only  be 
taken  by  regular  siegeand  investment;  you  most 
starve  it  oot,  hut  it  will  be-  provisioned  for  three 
years  at  least,  and,  before  you  get  there,''it  will  be 
folly  garrisoned  by '  experienced  troops.  Thus, 
tben,  to  get  duebec  you  have  got  to  sun^mer  and 
winter  a  siege  in  the  face  of  an  able  and  veteran 
garrison  for  three  years,  and  in  a  climate  where, 
during  its  long  winters,  tb^  thermometer  some- 
tiiao  stands  at  thirty  degrees  below  zero,  and  the 
sentinels  freeze  at  their  posts.  Suppose  it  then 
falls,  what  do  toO  then*  get?  The  gentleman 
from  Trrginia  (Mr^  Qilcs)  has  already  told  you: 
yonr  enemy  takes  possession  of  New  Orleans, 
^few  York,  Newport,  or  somtf  other  profninent 
and  important  point — you  then  let  one  band  wash 
the  other— make  the  exchange,  and  leave  off  just 
where  you  began,  >ivith  a  debt  of  9130,000.000  antf 
the  country  subjected  to  allthe  evils  bf  w^r. 

Instead  of  three  years'  expense  of  the  land 
forces,  take  one  year—call  it  $45,000,000  instead 
of  $l30,000,0pO--cQntrast  this  with  the  expense 
of  a  Bavy, 

The  ni8tin|r  naval  force  of,  the -United^  States 
may  be  estimated  as  equal  to  ten  stput  frigates; 
twenty  additional  thirty-six  gun  frigates  would 
cost,  agreeably  to  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  of  November  19, 1811,  $163,000 
«ach,  equal  fi«  twenty  new  irigatea, 
to  -       n       .    .   •       •       .        -$3,420,000 


Aiaaal  eipenaa  of  thirty  thirty««ix- 
gm  frigates,  acaonNog  to  the  aame 
cattmate,  ai  $103,000  aqnuaily,  is  -    3,060,000 


^Miply  this  aum  fan'  timea  for  tea 
years'  service,  and  it  would  giva^    -  30,600,000 

Add  the  firm  cosL  in  complete  order, 
•f  twenty  additional  frigates  now 

^^ropesedtohebailt        -       -       -    3.420^ 


add  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum,  to 
keep  the  whole  number  in  repair  for 
ten  years,  this  would  be  -        -        -    5,833,000 


]\laking 


89,830.000 


Pof  the  first  years  thty  would  want 
l^t  little;  eomparative  expense,  but 


Thus  giving  an  efficient  maritime  force  of  30 
frigates  in  complete  order  for  ten  years,  with  a 
surplus  left  sufficient  to  replace  every  ship  of  this 
fleet, should  everyone  of  the  thirty  in  that  time 
be  lost  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

Give  u^.  then  a  navy. '  The  Senate  have  pro- 
ceeded thus  far  witli  a  unanimity  and  harmony 
highly  honorable  to  them  as  men  and  ai  states-^ 
men.    This  measure  will  be  considered  aa  the 
test  of  our  sinceritv.    For  one,  if  it  be  not  acced- 
ed to,  however  reluctant  it  may  be  to  my  feel- 
ings, to  divide  at  a  moment  like  this,  without  an 
effectual  defence  being  ^iven  us,  I  shail  not  coa- ' 
seat  to  burden  my  constituents  with 
Annual  loans  to  a  large  amount ;     ' 
Additional  twenty'-five  per  cent,  retention    on 

drawbacks^    thereby  destroyrng  the    colonial 

trade,  and  crippling  the  Treasury  instead  of 

replenishing  it ; 
New  and  heavy  tonnage  duties  on  our  own  res- 

aels ; 
Duties  OB  salt^ 

on  licenses ;    • 

on  auction  sales,  frequently  the  last  refuge 

of  the  distressed ;  , 
on  refioed  sugars ; 
'    on  carriages,  chaises,  and  wagons^  for  the 
carriage  of  persons ; 
an  spirita-i-  ^ 

Nor-ekaU  'I,  usder  sueh  circum^nces^,  by  my 
vote,  consent  to  impose  on.them  stamp  and  direct 
taxes,  eum.muUis  aliiSf  that  must  foUow^-expea' 
sea  that  ought  not  to  be  gone  into,  except  for  the 
purpose  of  vigorously  prosecuting  a  war  in  such 
a^mapner  as  to  procure  a  speedy  and  favorable 
peaee,  the  only  rational  object  of  war. 

Peace  h  moat  unqnestiohaUjr  the  polar  star  of 
the  policy  and  the  inTtereat  of  the  United  States ; 
it  should  be  obtaitied  at  every  cost  short  of  an 
essential  sacrifice-;  it  is  no  disgrace  for  an  infant 
dot  ta  coptend  with  a  giant;  if  we  cannot  carry  on 
the  war  wttb  all  the  energy,  and  the  force^  and 
power  of  the  nation,  let  us  record,  our  wrongs, 
make  the  bes(  of  the  existing  atate  of  things,  and, 
when  we  have  the  ability,  punish  our  f^^greaoora 
to  the  last  letter  of  the  alphabet.  Possibl^  this  is 
the  real  policy  of  the  United  States;  but,  if  wb 
are  to  |;o  to  war,  give  us  a  navy ;  if  you  do  not, 
and  our  commerce  is  abandoned,  our  navigation 
to  be  8#ept  from  the  face  of  the  ocean,  oof  houses 
battered  abdut  ouf  ears,  and  we  are  denied  those 
mfeans  of  defence  which  the  God  of  nature  has 
given  us,  a^d  to  which  we  are  habituated,  then, 
indeed,  the  Northern  section  of  this  Union  will 
be  little  better  situated  than  the  colony  of  Jamai- 
ca; and,  forms  ap^rt,  there  will  be  sohie  catise  to 
suspect  that  h  has  little  more  real  voice  or  weight 
in  the  Councils  of  the  dovernment  than  it  hasiir 
the  PaHiament  of  Great  Britain. 

Give  BO  'caute,  %ir,  for  saspicioas  of  thb  aort^^ 
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take  off  your  restrictions — unmuzzle  us — let  us 
have  peace  or  war.  If  we  have  war,  let  it  com- 
roence  with  one  cheering  prospect;  the  prospect  of 
unanimity.  Give  us  this  little  fleet,  and  in  twelve 
shojrt  months  after  it  has  been  fairly  launched  upon 
the  main,  we  will  engage  to  render  you  a  good  ac- 
count of  it,  we  will  be  enabled  proudly  to  show 
you,  that 
"  Our  march,  too,  shall  be  upon  the  mountain  wave, 
'  Our  cannon  shall  re-echo  o'er  the  deep." 


Friday,  February  28. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Samuel  Lapsley,  deceased,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  Messrs.  Bradley 
and  Gregg  were  added  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Minifie. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late 
campaign  on  the  Wabasb,"  reported  it  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  benefit 
of  Christopher  Miller ;"  and  the  words  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty  having  been  struck  out  of  the  bill, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Larkin  Smith,  collector 
of  the  district  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  in  Vir- 
ginia, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  collectors 
of  the  ports  of  Baltimore  and  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
seoond  reading. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  authorizing  a 
loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of 
dollars,"  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  Ah  act  giv- 
ing further  time  for  registering  claims  to  land  in 
the  western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '•  An  act 
concerning  the  Naval  Establishment,"  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Mon- 
day next. 

Monday.  March  2. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of .  the  collectors  of  the 
ports  of  Baltimofe  and  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth, was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  ibe 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Reeb,  on  the  21st  January, 
as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Aj«(DrR80N,  that  it  be  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  further  to  coni»ider  and 
repor;  therepb,  it  was  determined  in  the. negative 
—yeas  iS,  nays  14,  as  fallows : 

YK|40^— Mesirs.  Andenon,   Bndle^',  CamjpbeU,  of 


Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gregg,  How- 
ell, Robinson,  Tait^  Turneir,  and  VBrnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Catts, 
Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Goodrich,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  motion  was  fur- 
ther amended,  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Eesolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  thi^  House  a  statement,  so  ikr  ss 
the  same  may  be  practicable,  exhibiting  the  nnmber  of 
ships  and  vessels,  and  the  amount  of  tonnage,  and  the 
several  kinds  and  amount  of  merchandise,  being  of  the 
growth*  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  8tate% 
or  territories  thereof,  and  of  colonial  produce^  exported 
from  thonce  to  any  port  or  place  in  France,  subsequent 
to  the  period  at  which  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Mil- 
an decrees  was  to  have  taken  place  ;  stating  distinctly 
the  duties  payable  in  the  ports  of  France  on  each  arti- 
cle, before  and  since  that  period. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion,  as 
amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative^ 
yeas  17,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Crawford,  Cutts,  German,  Giles,  Goodiieh, 
Gregg,  Honter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  and 
Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell  of  T^ennessee, 
Condit,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Robinsoi^  Smith 
of  New  York,  Tait,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Mary  Nicholson,  reported 
"  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  inexpedient  to  m^^ 
provision  for  individual  eases  ei  the  description 
of  that  of  the  petitioner ;"  and  the  report  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  farther  conaider- 
atioo  of  the  bill  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Young  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  prayiog 
a  charter  for  a  bank,  under  the  title  of  the  "Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Alexandria,"  for  reason*  therein 
staled ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise}  and  Messrs.  Brent,  Camp- 
betll,  of  Tennessee;  and  Taylor,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  iiiemorial  of  John 
Parker,  of  Boston,  merchant,  in  behalf  of  himself 
and  the  owners  of  the  brigantine  called  the  Cath- 
arine, and  her  cargo;  stating  thaMhesflid  btigSB' 
line,  whilst  proceeding  on  her  lawful  voyage  to 
St.  Petersburg,  was,  on  the  3d  of  May,  1811,  cap- 
tured by  a  French  privateer,  and  carried  itW 
Dantzic  and  condemned,  and  praying  -  indeoiat- 
fication.  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  ^^^ 
fial ;- which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate* 

•      INCREASfc  OP  THE  NAVr. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  co^stderalion  of  the 
bill,  entitled  '^  An  aot  Qon<eniiiig  the  Naval  fis- 
tablishment."- 
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Mr.  Crawporb  regretted  that  bis  ill  bealtb  and 
waotofstreogth  would  not  permit  him  thoroughly 
to  inf estigate  aliof  the  iraporunt  subjects  whicQ 
have  beea  incideataliy  introiJuced  ia  the  course 
of  this  dis<^us8ioD,  -The  proposition  to  build 
twentjr  frigates  has  no  intimate  connexion  with 
several  of  those  subjects,  which  might  with  ^reat 
propriety  have  been  kept  entirely  out  of  viewj 
bat.  as  they  have  been  introduced,  be  would  not 
decUoe  their  discussion.  Such  had  been  the  state 
of  bis  health,  from  the  time  that  this  proposition 
had  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  that  he  had  not  until  this  morning  deter- 
mined to  participate  in  the  discussion.  Tl\e  ob- 
servation of  the  honorable  gentleman  fVom  Ken- 
tucky had  made  it  unnecessary  to  reply  to  many 
of  the  statements  and  remarks  of  the  honorable 
ffentlemen  from  Massachu?etts  and  Virginia  (Mr. 
Llotd  and  Mr.  GitES.)    The  latter  gentleman 


of  debate.  He  complains  tha{  the  motives  instead 
of  the  arguments  of  the  speaker  have  become  the 
sabject  of  investi^tiqn.  If  this  complaint  is 
foooded  ia  fact,  it  is  greatly  to  be  lamented ;  but 
it  nay  be  proper  to  inquire  whether  it  is  not  the 
accessary  result  of  another  change  in  the^  char- 
acter of  our  discussions  introduced  by  those  who 
snake  the  complaint.  If,  instead  of  presenting  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate  a  train  of  reason- 
ing calculated  to  elucidate  the  propositipn  under 
conaideraiion,  the  speaker  should  substitute  the 
history  of  bis  political  life,  opinions,  and  motives, 
lie  ousht  not  to  complain,  it  his  proffered  substi- 
tnte  uiould  be  accepted  and  discussed  by  his 
opponents. 

The  same  gentleman  has  taken  a  review  of 
pa^^t  measures,  which  ^re  very  remotely,  if  in 
any  degree,  connected  with  the  proposition  before 
tke  Senate.  Soch  a  review  as  will  enable  us  to 
avoid  the  errors  into  which  we  may.  have  fallen, 
from  precipitancy  or  from  the  want  of  sufficient  in- 
formation, of  the  subjects  upon  wblch  we  have 
been  compelled  to  legislate,  may  be  highly  useful. 
But  if  this  review  should  be. conducted  simply' 
with  the  design  of  proving  that  tt^  reviewer  has 
always  been  right^  and  those  opposed  to  hixn  al- 
ways wrong,  it  h  impossible  to'discover  any  ben- 
efit which  can  resujt  from  it.  It  may  indeed  be 
highly  gratifying  to  the  speaker,  but  it  cannot 
e)[cite  any  pleasurable  stesation  in  the  bosoms  of 
those  who  are  charged  with  being  uniforfnly 
wrong.  A  procedure  of  this  kind  is  calculated  to 
irritate  and  to  product  tbe  effect  of  which  that 
honorable  gentleman  has  so  seriously  complain  ex}. 
It  is  natural  for  every  man  to  believe  Wiat  his 
opinions  are  righLand  that  those  who  differ  witi) 
mm  are  wron«.  .The  difference  between  th^  gen- 
tleman from  Vitj^inia  an^  other  men  ooosibts  not 
in  thought  but  in  words.  Every  man  believes 
that  he  is  ri^ht,  but  every  man  does  not  upon  i\\ 
occasions  under tajpe  to  prove, that  he  has  always 
keen  right.  .  ,      . 

The  same  gentleman  has  given  us  the  history 
of  proceedings  at  several  inofficial  meetings  of  the 


members  of  Con^jress.  during  the  Winter  of  1809, 
whiph  in  his  opinion  influenced  the  conduct  of 
that  body  upon  several  important  questions.  Mr* 
C.  said  he  had  not  attended  anv  of  those  meet- 
ingsj  and  had  never  felt  himself  under  any  obU« 
^tion  to  conform  to  their  determination.  It  was 
impossible  for  hiox  td  discover  any  assignable  r^ 
lation  between  tbe  history  of  those  inofficial 
meetings,  and  the  proposition  to  build  twenty 
frigates.  Nor  had  he  been  able  to  discover,  that 
the  history  of  the  embargo,  and  the  agency  of  Par- 
ticular individuals  in  procuring  its  repeal,  nad 
any  tendency  to  elucidate  that  proposition.  Upon 
this  subject  he  would  only  say,  that  the  jrentleman 
must  be  mistaken,  in  tbe  inference  which  he  bad 
drawn,  from  the  vpte  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives on  the  5lh  day  of  January,  1809,  by  which 
Mr.  Chiti'bnobn's  resolution  for  repealing  the 
embargo  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  This 
vote  is  offered  by  that  gentleman  as  unquestion- 
abfe  evidence,  that  a  majority  of  that  body  had, 
as  early  as  that  day,  determined  to  repeal  the 
embargo.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia wilt  take  the  trouble  of  examining  the  whole 
of  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
that  day,  a  part  of  which  it  appears  he  has  exam* 
ined,  he  Will  find. that  the  inference  which  he 
has  drawn  from  that  vote  is  contradicted  by  a 
solemn  decision  of  that  Hou$e;  In  page  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven  he  will  find  an  amendment 
offered  to  the  act  for  enforcing  the  embargo,  in 
the  words  following : 

«  8fic«  14.  Jnd  Uit  furtktr  enacttd.  That  this  act. 
and  tha  act  entitled  an  act,  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  porta  and  luurbors  of  the  Uni- 
te4  8tats6»  and  all  laws  supplementary  thereto*  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  repealed,  ffom  and  after  the  fburth  day 
of  March  next'*  .  ' 

The  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays — 
yeas  35,  nays^l.  Tha  Houie  of  Representatives, 
instead  of  furnishing,  evidence  of  tlieir  detenni- 
nation  to  repeal  the  embargo  as  early  as  thq  fifth 
day  of  January  as  tbe  gentleman  bas  supposed, 
gavethe  most  unequivocal  evidence  of  their  de- 
terminatjim  neither  to  repeal  it  then,  or  two 
naonths  afterwards.  Mr^  C.  said  he  was  neither 
qualified  or  disposed  to  decide  between  tlxe  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  and  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  touching  the  agency  of  the  former 'in 
producing  the  repeal  of  the  embargo.  That  gen* 
tlepian  had  ascribed  its  repeal  to  the  late  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States-^hecause  he  had  de- 
clined taking  into  the  pubUc, service  fifteen  hun- 
dred seamen.^  By  the  estimaite  for  the  present 
year  it  appeals  that  six.  tiiousand  nine  hundred 
and  sixtyiwo  seamen  willjnan  the  whole  of  our 
public  vessels,  in<;luding  twentv-lwo  gunboats. 
The  seafaring  men  in  the  United'  States  may  be 
estimated  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  thofUsand, 
and  vet  ,b^  employing  fifteen  hundred,  whidh, 
together  with  thpsetheu  in  service,  migEi  amount 
to  &ye  th6usand,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
would  have  insured  th&^xecution  of  the  embargo, 
by  creating  a«careity  of  sailors  to  navigate  Uie 
vessels  destined  for  its  Violation. 

But  the  pabiic  vessals  called  into  service  by  the 
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employmeot  pf  these  fifteen  hundred  seamen 
would  have  executed  the  embargo !  An  embargo 
isi  a  municipal  regulation  and  can  bn(y  Be  exe- 
cuted e^ciently  upon  l»nd.  The  great  mass  of 
violations  was  committed  by  vessels  which  cleared 
but  for  ports  in  the  United  States,  but  which 
sailed  to  foreign  ports.  In  si^ilioff  from  port  to 
port  it  is  impossible  to  sail  in  a  direct  line,  and 
It  would  have  been  equally  impossible  to  have 
fVamed  instructions  which  would  have  enabled 
ybur  nnval  officers  to  have  executed  the  embargo. 
if  they  had  had  the  physidal  power.  But «(  p^rt 
of  the  public  vessels  yere  in  setvicej  and  were 
employed  in  the  execution  of  that  measure,  and 
ye^ihe  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  not  been  able 
to. show  that  any  essential  service  has  been  ren- 
dered by  them;  tJpon  this  view^  of  the  subject 
Mr.  C.  said  he  had  voted  ugainst  the  employment 
of  an  additional  number  of  seamen  in  1809,  and 
believing  that  the  proposition  now  advocated  by 
that  gentleman  was  calculated  to  diminish  and 
not  to  increase  (he  means  of  annoying  Great 
Britain  on  the  ocedn  he  should  vote  against  it. 
In  the  year  1809,  as  well  as  upon  the  present 
quesjion,  he  certainly  Relieved  ha  Was  risrht,  and 
he  had  no  doubt,  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
then  thought,  and  now  thinks,  that  he  is  right. 

Tbe  honorable  ^ejitleman  from  Massachusetts 
(MrlXt'OYo)  thinks  that  nothing  has  been  done 
by  the  Government  for  commerce,^xyhilst  eom- 
mercd  has  done  everything  for  the  nation ;  that 
4:ommerce  ha$  paid  into  the*  publia  Treasury 
$200^000,000.  If  it  is  icontended  that  tliie  sum 
has>been  paideyblushrely  by  conrmerce,  nothing 
can  be  more  incorrect.  The  money  collected 
froia  imposts  ^nd  duties  is  paid  by  the 'consumer 
of  merchandise  upoA  whien  th«  duties  are  im- 
posed. It  is  collected  immediately  from  the  mer- 
chant, and  ultimately  from  the  nation.  The  only 
modey  paid  into  the  Treasury  which  can  justly 
be  placed  to  the  exclusive  credit  of  commerce,  is 
tl^e  i$um  retained  by  the  Cbvemment:  upon  de- 
bentures, which  is  only  7-lOths  of  one  per  cenk 
upon  gpods  pitying  a  duty  of  twenty  pef  cent,  ad 
valorem,  and  has  never  amounted  to  $400,000  in 
any  one  year.  The  export  of  foreign  productions 
from  the  United  Slates  iii  the  year  1607,  ezteeded 
#59,000,000,  and  the  sum  paid  into  tlie  Treasury 
that  year  on  account  of  drawbacks  was  arbout 
9^90,000,  which  is  the  greatest  amoiint  received 
from  that  source  of  revenue  atnce  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Government. 

The  duty  upon  tonnage,  like.the  dsty  imposed 
onrt9erchandise,is  paid  hy  the  consumer  or  grower 
of  the  cargroes  transported  by  the  ship-holders,  of 
whom  this  duty  is  immediately  collected.  The 
ultimate  payment  of  this  duty  hy  the  grower  or 
consumer  will  depend  upon  (he  relative  demand 
for,  and  supply  or  the  articles  in  the  market  to 
which  they  are  exported.  Ifthe  deinapd  for  the 
article  ts  greater  than  the  quantity  in  the  market, 
it  is  paid  by  the  Consumer;  ifthe  supply  exceeds 
the  demand,  it  is  paid  by  the  grower,  m  the  form 
of  a  redaction  of  the  price  of  Uie  article  equal  to 
the  duty  imposed.        ■     ''      ' 

It  Js  a  subject  of  laating  regret  that  local  feel- 


ings and  local  interests  should  ha^e  been  so 
strongly  excited  in  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Ger- 
man )has  asserted  that  the  people  of  the  'Southern 
and  Western  States  are  decidedly  hostile  to  com- 
merce, and  that  their  opposition  to  the  proposi- 
tion to  build' an  additional  number  of  Trig^tes  is 
the  result  of  that  hostility.  It  is  highly  impor- 
tant to  investigate  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  Its 
refutation/ if  untrue,  is  imperiously  demanded. 
That  every  well  informed  community'  under- 
stands its  immediate  iirterest,  and  is  disposed  to 
foster  those  measures  which  are  calculated  to 
promote  that  interest,  are  propositions  which  can- 
not be  denied:  The  greatest  amount  of  domestic 
articles  exported  frOm  the  United  States  in  one 
year  has  been  about  849,000,000.  The  sfngle  ar- 
ticle of  cotton  has  constituted  about  $14,000,000 
of  that  amount,  and  that  ikrticle  i^  cultivated  only 
in  the  three  Southern  States,  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  two  Southern  Territories.  A  con- 
siderable portion  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennes- 
see does  not  cultivate  cotton  for  exportation,  but 
those  States  export  a  considerable  amount  of  other 
Articles.*  the  precise  amount  of  which  cannot  be 
ascertained,  but  there  can  be  no  danger  of  con- 
tradiction in  hiazarding  the  assertion  that  the 
same  number  of  people  in  any  other  part  of  the 
Union  do  not  fcirnish  the  same  amount  of  do- 
mestic articles  for  exportation.  Without  cdm- 
merce.  the  annual  sum  of  $14,000,000  iii  the  ar- 
ticle of  cotton  alone,  estimated  at  a  fair  price, 
would  be  lost  to  that  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Soiithem  States  which  is  employed  in  the  culti- 
vation of  cotton. 

Wiio  are  the' most  icrterested  in  commerce,  the 
growers  of  the  articles,  the  exchange  and  trAos^ 
portation  'of  tyhich  constitutes  commefce.  or  the 
factors  and  freighters  employed  in  the  exchange 
and  transportation  of  those  articles?  Can  any 
man  doubt  fOr  one  ixioment  that  the  growers,  the 
rightful  owners  of  the  articles  to  be  exchanged, 
are  more  deeply  interested  in  commerce  than  the 
merchant  and  sh'ip-holder,  who  only  make  a  profit 
from  the  sale  and* transportation  of  the  articles 
exchanged  t  If  the  profit  they  derive  from  com- 
merce should  be  so  enormous  as  to^kceed  the 
original  value  of  those  articles  in  the  hands  of 
the  growers,  still,  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  the 
interest  of  the  latter  is  moi^  vitally  affected  by  a 
prosperous  or  adverse  state  Of  commerce,  than 
that  of  tte  merchant  or  shrp-holder.  The  mer- 
chant will  be  regulated  in  the  priee  which  he 
gives  to  t^e  grower  by  the  ^tate  of  the  market 
and  the  price  of  transportation  to  the  market. 
Let  the  price  be  Vhat  it  may  in  foreign  markets, 
the  merehanris  regulated  by  it.  and  ean  only  be 
afl^ted '  by  sudden  changes  in  those  markets 
wlfich  may  be  prejudicial  or  advantageous  to 
him.    It  fs'a  matter  of  small  HMment  to  him 

*  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  surplus  prodac- 
tions  of  those  States  amount  to  ene-thinl  of  the  do- 
mestic exports  of  the  United  States,  and  theb  repre- 
sentation is  less  than  one-^fifUi  6f  that  of  Ute  Uitked 
States. 
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whether  the  articles  in  which  he  deals  brins  a 
bi^h  or  low  price  iD  (be  market  to  which  they 
are  sent,  if  that  price  is  not  yariable.  because  he 
will  regalate  the  price  he  gires  for  them  \y  the 
price  which  he  can  obtain.  But  the  price  which 
those  articles  will  bring  in  the  market  to  which 
tbef  are  senr,  ts  all  important  to  the  grower^  be- 
caose  it  will  regulate  the  price  which  he  is  to  re- 
ceife  for  ihem  beyond  the  power  of  his  control. 
Srery  circumstance  which  tends  to  destroy  com- 
petition and  reduce  the  number  of  markets  to 
which  our  produce  is  sent,  vitally  affects  the 
interest  of  the  grower.  The  planter,  the  farmer, 
is,  therefore,  more  deeply  interested  in  the  pros- 
peritT  of  that  commerce  which  finds  a. market 
for  tnt  annual  surplus  productions  of  his  indus- 
try, than  the  merchant  or  ship-holder.  This  direct 
commerce  is  indispensable  to  the  internal  growth 
and  improvement  of  the  country,  and  to  the  com- 
fort and  happioess  of  the  people,  and,  more  so  to 
the  people  or  the  Southern  and  Western. States 
than  any  other  part  of  t^e  United  Sutes.  Sir, 
we  are  not  so  grossly  i;{noraot  as  to  mistake  ouf 
interest  in  this  matter.  We  know  that^  without 
commerce,  without  a  market  for  the  surplus  pro- 
ductions of  OUT  labor,  we  should  be  deprired  of 
many  of  those  articles  which  long  habit  nas  made 
necessary  to  our  ease  and  comfort.  If,  then,  we 
are  not  grossly  ignorant  of  our  true  interest, 
nothing  can  be  more  unfounded  than  the  accusa- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Ger- 
ma.)  The  charge  naost  be  the  result  of  igno- 
rance or  prejudice.  Mr.  C.  said  he  would  not 
follow  the  example  of  that  gentleman  by  saying, 
^  pethaps  this  prejudice  mi|^ht  be  an  honest  pre- 
jndice."  No,  he  would  not  insult  the  feelings  of 
ikat  gentleman ;  he  would  not  question  his  vera- 
city or  integrity  by  stating  hypothetically,  **  that 
perhaps  his  opinions  were  honest."  Whilst  he 
repelled  this  unfounded  charge  in  the  manner 
which  its  nature  imperiously  demanded,  he  had 
ifo  hesitation  in  admitting  that  the  opinions  of 
that  genilcHien,  whether  the  result  of  prejudice 
or  of  ignoraoce,  wtfre  strictly  honest.  Mr.  C. 
laid  there  was  no  man  in  the  nation  more  friendly 
to  that  comnerce  which  he  had  described  than 
he  was,  and  that  no  part  of  the  nation  cherished 
it  with  more  ardor  than  that  w4iich  he  in  part 
had  the  honor  to  represeiU  on  this  floor.  But,  sir, 
there  is  a  commerce  which  has  been  prosecuted 
to  a  very  great  extent  by  the  commercial  capital- 
ists of  the  United  States,  for  the  prosperity  of 
which  the  agricultural  j^rt  of  the  nation  do  not 
feel  the  same  solicitude. 

la  the  year  1807,  the  pnited  States  exported 
opwards  of  959,000,000  of  fbreign  productions. 
This  commerce  has  no  connexion  with  or  de- 
pendence upoa  the, annual  surplus  productions  of 
the  country,  which  is  the  onljr  commerce  that  es- 
sentially promotes  domestic  industry  and  multi- 
plies the  domestic  comforts  of  the  great  mass  of 
the  people.  This  commerce,  which  is  the  legiti- 
loate  onspring  of  war,  and  expires  with  the  first 
Owning  of  peace,  is  prosecuted  principally  by 
(Mur  commercial  cides  to  the  east  and  north  of 
UM  Potomac.    The  landholders,  the  country  peo- 


ple, the  great  mass  of  agriculturists  in  the  United 
States,  never  had,  and  never  can  have  any  direct 
interest  it.  The  farmer  of  the  Eastern  and  Mid- 
dle Slates,  and  the  planter  of  the  Southern  And 
^e2»tern  States,  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  this 
commerce.  Whether  it  be  prosperous  or  adverse, 
is  a  matter  of  small  concern  to  them,  and  noth- 
ing but  an  eflfort  of  pure,  disinterested  patriotism 
could  induce  them  to  jeopardize  the. peace  and 
happiness  of  the  nation,  and  stake  the  prosperity 
of  the  direct  commerce  of  the  country,  for  the 
protection  of  this  mushroom  commerce.  This 
trade,  which  was  carried  on  chiefly  in  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  French  and  Spanish  colonics, 
was  almost  eradicated  in  1605  by  the  decisions  of 
the  British  Court  of  Admiraltv,  which  establish- 
ed  the  principle  that  neutrals  should  prosecute  no 
trade  in  time  of  war  which  they  did  not  enjoy 
in  peace.  This  decision  did  not  affect  the  direct, 
commerce  of  the  nation.  That  commerce  in 
which, the  agriculturist,  the  farmer,  and  the  plant- 
er, has  so  deep  an  interest,  was  prosecuted  as  suc- 
cessfully as  tnough  this  decision  had  never  been 
made.'  But  an  acquiescence  in  this  principle  of 
the  British  Government,  asserted  and  promulga- 
ted through  its  CourU  of  Admiralty,  would  have 
been  an  abandonment  of  the  colonial  carrying 
trade,  which  had  been  so  extensively  prosecuted 
by  our  commercial  cities  during  the  present  Eu- 
ropean war.  As  a  neutral. nation,  we  had  a  right 
to  prosecute  this  trade,  however  d^ply  it  might 
affect  the  interest  of  either  of  the  belligerent  na- 
tions. That  the  extensive  prosecution  of  this 
trade  deeply  affected  the  interest  of  Great  Britain 
cannoi.be  denied.  It  impoverished  hex  West  In^ 
dia  planters,  and  cherished  and  promoted  the  pros- 
perity of  those  of  France  and  Spain,  with  wnom 
she  wa$  at  war.  The  merchants  of  the  United 
States,  under  our  system  of  drawbacks,  were  en- 
abled to  undersell  the  British  merchants  in  foreign 
markets.  The  productions  of  the  French  and 
Sphnish  West  Indies,  through  our  agency,  found 
a  profitable  market,  to  the  almost  total  exclusion 
of  those  of  Great  Britain.  It  appears  by  a  report 
made  to  the  British  House  of  Commons  several 
years  affo,,that  the  best  managed  estate  in  Ja- 
maica did  not  yield  more  than  seven  per  cent, 
and  that  the  average  produce  of  estates  in  that 
island  did  not  exceed  three-and-a-h^lf  per  cent. 
The  committee  which  made  this  report  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  ascribe  the  unpjoductive- 
ness  of  the  West  India  estates  to  tjie  commerce 
which  the  American  merchants  carried  on  in  the 
productions  of  their  enemies'  colonies,  to  the  total 
exclusion  of  the  productions  of  the  British  West 
India  islands  from  the  markets  of  the  continent  of 
Europe,  Among  the  remedies  proposed  for  that 
evil  by  the  committee  is,  the  exclusion  of  the 
American  merchants,  not  simply  from  (his  com- 
merce, but  from  all  commerce  with  their  enemies' 
colonies,  even  for  home  consumption.  Against 
the  decision  made  by  their  Courts  of  Admiralty  in 
1805,  which  was  intended  to  give  the  British  mer- 
chants the  exclusive  ri^ht  ofvending  West  India 
productions  in  the  Continental  markets,  the  Ame- 
rican merchants  in  the  principal  commercial  cit- 
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ies  most  solemnly  protested,  and  presented  me- 
morials to  Congress,  in  which  they  represented 
the  direful  effects  it  was  calculated  to  produce. 
They  slated  that  their  warehouses  were  full  of 
West  India  productions,  which  must  perish  on 
their  hands  unless  the  British  Government  could 
be  induced  to  abandon  this  principle :  they  pro- 
posed a  special  mission,  and  pledged  themselves 
to  support  any  measure  the  Government  should 
adopt  for  vindication  of  this  right,  so  essential  to 
their  interest.  A  special  mission  was  sent. 
Shortly  after  this  event  the  Berlin  decree  was 
promulgated,  and  the  British  Ministry  seized 
upon  it  as  a  pretext,  not  simply  to  enforce  the 
principle  established  in  their  Courts  of  Admi- 
ralty, that  neutrals  should  prosecute  no  trade  in 
war  which  they  did  not  enjoy  in  peace  ;  but  that 
neutrals  should  not  trade  with  any  port  or  place 
from  which  their  vessels  were  excluded,  unless 
they  should  first  enter  a  British  port  and  pay  tri- 
bute, under  the  denomination  of  transit  duties. 
Thus,  by  contending  for  the  right  of  trade  in  the 
productions  of  tlie  belligerent  colonies;  by  insist- 
ing to  be  the  carriers  of  France  and  Spain  and 
their  colonies,  when  they  were  unable  to  carry 
for  themselves,  we  have  jeopardized  the  general 
commerce  of  the  nation — we  have  sacrificed  that 
commerce  which  is  essential  to  the  internal 
growth  and  improvement  of  the  country,  and  to 
the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  people.  And  yet, 
sir,  we  are  told  that  we  have  done  nothing  for 
commerce ;  that  we  have  ruined  commerce  ;  nay, 
sir,  we  are  upbraided  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  German,)  with  having  intended  to 
ruin  it,  and  that  the  people  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  Slates  are  radically  hostile  to  the  pros- 
perity of  commerce.  If,  sir,  we  would  take  the 
trouble  of  examining  this  subject  rationally,  the 
charge  of  hostility  to  commerce  would  never  be 
reiterated  against  the  Southern  and  Western 
States.  Th^re  is  no  possible  point  of  collision 
between  those  States  and  Great  Britain.  What 
is  the  summit  of  our  wishes  in  relation  to  com- 
merce ?  A  good  market  for  the  surplus  produc- 
tions of  our  labor.  What  nation  furnishes  us 
with  the  most  extentive  and  suitable  market  for 
this  surplus  ?  Great  Britain.  Prom  whom  do 
W9  receive  the  supply  of  articles  which  habit  has 
made  necessary  to  our  comfort?  Prom  Great 
Britain.  The  benefits  resulting  from  the  inter* 
course  between  the  United  States, and  especially 
the  Southern  and  Western  States,  and  that  na- 
tion, when  conducted  upon  iust  and  liberal  prin- 
ciples, are  strictly  reciprocal. 

Where  is  the  point  of  collision  between  the 
Southern  and  Western  States  and  Great  Britain  ? 
None.  That  point  is  to  he  found  alone  in  the 
Eastern  and  Mi:ddle  States.  The  principle  that 
neutrals  should  enjoy  no  trade  in  war  not  per- 
mitted in  peace,  did  not  affect  the  Sonthern  and 
Western  States;  it  almost  exclusively  affected 
the  commercial  cities  to  the  north  and  east  of 
the  Potomac.  The  principle  gave  way  to,  or 
rather  was  merged*  in  the  Orders  In  Council  of 
November,  1807,  which  alike  destroyed  the  direct 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  the  colonial  carry- 


ing trade,  with  the  whole  world,  except  to  Great 
Britain  and  the  few  ports  then  open  to  lier  vessels. 
These  orders  were  the  result  of  the  pressure  made 
upon  her  Councils  by  the  merchants  trading  to 
the  West  Indies,  and  the  inhabitants  of  those 
islands;  or  they  were  the  result  of  a  mean  and 
sordid  jealousy  of  the  commercial  prosperity  of 
the  United  Slates.  If  they  were  the  result  of 
the  first  cause  assigned,  the  contest  now  about  to 
be  waged  will  be  undertaken  wholly  on  account 
of  the  commercial  part  of  the  nation;  because 
ihe  agriculturist,  in  whatever  part  of  the  United 
States  he  may  reside,  whether  in  the  Eastern 
and  Middle  or  Southern  and  Western  States,  has  no 
interest  in  the  colonial  carrying  trade.  If  the  sec- 
ond cause  assigned  should  be  the  true  one,  we  hare 
only  to  ascertain  which  of  the  States  are  princi- 
pally agricultural,  and  which  are  principally 
commercial,  to  determine  upon  whose  account 
the  intended  war  is  to  be  prosecuted.  The  con- 
test then  which  ^e  are  about  to  commeace,  as 
already  stated,  is  the  result  of  the  colonial  carry- 
ing trade,  or  it  is  the  result  of  the  commercial 
jealousy  of  Great  Britain  ;  it  is,  therefore,  a  con- 
test rendered  necessary  by  the  injustice  of  Great 
Britain,  to  which  injustice  she  has  been  excited 
by  the  pursuits  and  interests  of  the  commercial 
cities  in  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States,  and  not 
by  those  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States. 
If  this  contest  is  now  given  up — dishonorably 
abandoned — the  dis§;race  of  that  abaadoonieDt, 
and  the  total  exclusion  from  the  colonial  carry 
ing  trade  consequent  thereon,  must  rest  upon  the 
Eastern  gentlemen.  Let  them  consider  of  it;  let 
them  abandon  it  at  their  peril.  Once  abandoned 
by  those  exclusively  interested  in  it,  we  shall 
not  again  be  lightly  induced  to  jeopardize  the 
direct  commerce  of  the  nation,  by  engagifag  in  a 
contest  where  we  have  everything  to  lose,  and 
nothing  to  gain — a  contest  to  which,  under  such 
circumstances,  we  shall  be  impelled  neither  by 
interest  or  honor,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  which 
we  shall  have  just  reason  to  apprehend  the  d^ 
fection  of  those  for  whose  benefit  it  would  be 
undertaken. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Lloyd)  has  presented  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate,  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
land  and  naval  force  necessary  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  a  war  with  Great  Britain.  The  state- 
ments and  arguments  of  that  gentleman  arc  en- 
titled to  great  weight,  but  there  is  just  reason  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  his  calculations  in  the 
present  case.  He  has  supposed  that  the  rtgwi 
force  and  volunteers,  making  together  cighty-nj® 
thousand,  will  cost  the  nation  annually  9*^)^>' 
000.  It  is  believed  that  this  estimate  w**'^^ 
incorrect,  because  the  estimate  for  ten  ''**^'!^ 
men  for  the  present  year  is  less  than  ^3,000,8W« 
Admitting,  then,  that  eighty-five  thousand  men 
will  be  kept  in  service  the  whole  rear,  the  ex- 
pense, according  to  this  estimate,  will  not  exceed 
$26,000,000;  and  there  is  strong  reason  ^^ ^^' 
fide  in  their  accuracy,  because  it  is  belicvedt^ 
estimates  of  this  department  havi  never  b^ 
deficient.    But  it  is  not  expected,  or  belieTea, 
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tkal  any  lar|;e  proporlioD  of  the  voluateers  will 
be  called  into  service  at  any  one  time,  or  remain 
loDg  iD  service  when  called  upon.  It  is,  there- 
fore, not  probable  that  the  land  service  will  cost 
the  natioa  more  th^n  $15,000,000,  because  the 
regular  force,  if  kept  in  service  the  whole  year, 
will  not  require  an  expenditure  of  more  than 
$11,000,000,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  volunteers 
and  militia  who  may  be  called  into  service  will 
not  cost  the  nation  more  than  $4,000,000.  The 
calculations  of  the  honorable  gentleman  froq^ 
Massachusetts  ^Mr.  Lloyd,)  relative  to  the  Navy, 
are  liable  to  objections  of  a  different  nature.  He 
estimates  the  present  naval  force  of  the  United 
State^i  as  ei|ual  to  ten  siout  frigates,  apd  the  ex- 
pense of  buildifijir  twenty  frigates  of  thirty-six 
guns  at  $3,420,000.  The  annual  expease  of 
thirty  frigates  he  estimates  at  $3,060,000.  The 
estimates  of  the  War  Department  are  not  relied 
upon  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  notwithstand- 
ing the  history  of  that  department  entitles  them 
to  the  fullest  credit^  while  the  estimates  of  the 
Navy  Department  are  implicitly  received  by 
him,  notwithstanding  the  history  of  that  depart- 
ment, from  its  organization  to  the  present  day, 
proves  conclusively  that  they  cannot  be.  safely 
relied  on.  That  the  estimates  of  that  depart- 
ment, upon  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
foanoed  his  calculations,  are  not  entitled  to  im- 
plicit faith,  can  be  clearly  demonstrated.  The 
vessels  in  service  in  the  year  1808  carried  one. 
hundred  and  «ixty-two  guns,  and  cost  the  nation 

\  $1,056,872,  whicn  is  at  the  rate  of  $6,520  per 
gun.  At  this  rate  of  expense,  thirty  frigates  of 
thirty-six  g^s  would  cost  the  nation  annually 
f7,041,8d'a  In  1809,  we  had  three  hundred  and 
fifty-fouc  guns  in  suffice,  ^which  cost  $2^816.129, 
which  is  $7,736  per  gun.  At  this  rate  ot  expense 
the  thirty  fri|»tes  would  annually  cost  $8,354,- 
8S0»  In  1812,  the  estimates  are  for  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  guns,  and  the  expense  is  esti- 
mated at.  $2^4,6^,  which  is  $7,035  per  gun. 
At  this  rate  of  expense  the  thiriy  frigates  would 
cost  ftDnaally  $7,597^800.'  The  estimates  of  these 
years  have  been  resorted  to  because  they  were 
the  only  estimates  wbich  were  at  my  lodgin|;s. 
The  average  annual  expense  of  a- gun  during 
these  three  years  lias  heen  $7,130.  and  theanuMal 
expense  of  the  thirty  frigates  would  accordingly 
be  97,700,400,  instead  or$3,060,000,  as  estimated 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Llpyp.)  That  gentlemm  estimates  the 
annual  .cost  of  repairs  at  12  per  cent.,  and  the 

I  whole  expense  of  thirty  frigates'for  fen  years,  in- 
cluding the  original  cost  of  building  twenty  new 
ones,  at  $39,85^,000.  The  thirty  frigates,  accord- 
ing to  the  average  expense  of  tfciree  years  of  peace, 
actually  incurred,  will  cost  the  nation  in  ten 
years  $77,004,000,  to  wbich  add  the  cost  of  the 

I        twenty*  new  frigates,  and  twelve  per  cent,  annu- 

'  ally  on  that  sum,  and  on  the  cost  of  those  now  in 
service  estimated  atf  fa^lf  that  amount,  and  you 

•  $8,4M,000.  "~ 

t  $1,710^000,  making  $6,130,000,  twelve  per  eeat. 
iirten  vM>s  is  $6,166,090,  making  together'$9,576v- 
OM^  ud  added  to  $77,004,000  is$M,MO,000. 


will  have  the  aggregate  sum  of  $86,580,000,  in- 
stead of  the  sum  of  $39,852,000  as  estimated  by 
that  gentleman.. 

But  there  is  just  reason  to  believe  that  the  es- 
timates now  presented  are  under,  rather  than  over 
the  trutb.  The  estimates  of  that  department  have 
frequently  been  deficient,  and  exi/aordinary  ap- 
propriations have  several  times  been  made  to 
supply  those  deficiepcies.  The  allowance  for  re- 
pairs, it  is  believed,  will  be  found  to  be  wholly 
insufficient  in  time  of  peace,  and  much  mbre  so 
in  war.  In  Decenabier,  1809,  the  head  of  that 
department  stated  that  the  vessels  then  in  service 
had  been  so  thoroughly  repaired,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  practical  men  they  were  greatly  supe- 
riot  to  what  tbey  were  when  first  launched,  and 
that  in  consequence  thereof,  $150,000  would  be 
sufficient  to  ^eep  them  in  repair  for  one  year.. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  it  appeared 
$410,000  had  been  expended  fn  repairs,  nbtwitb- 
sundiag  their  great  superiority  to  new  vessels. 

Mr.  President:  The  estimates  whici)  have  been 
taken  as  the  basis  of  my  caloulation,  can  be  dem- 
onstrated to  be  less  than  what  tliey  must  be  in 
time  of  war.  In  the  year  1809,  $175,000  were 
transferred  from  the  article  of  provisions  to  those 
of  repairs,  freight,  and  other  coBtingeqt  expenses, 
when  the  whole  amount  of  the  appropriations 
for  provisions  was  pnly  $567,000.  In  t|ie  year 
1810,  $150,000. were,  transferred  from  provisions 
to  repairs^  whei^  the  whole  sum  appropriated  for 
that  object  was  $353,610,  and  $110,000.  weie 
transferred  from  the  pay  io  the  repair  of  vessels 
also,  when  the  appropriation  for  that  object  was 
$718^115..  These  facts  prove  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  doubt,  that  the  number  of  men  author- 
ized to  be  em^ployed  were  neither  fed  or  paid, 
and  consequently  were  not  employed.  But  in 
time  of  war,  the  full  complement  of  men  must 
be  employed,  and  the  article  of  repairs,  which  in 
lime,  of  peace  has  so  greatly  exceeded  the  esti- 
mates, must  in  time  of  .war.  if  they  perform  any 
service^  be  swelled  to  an  amount  vastly  beyond 
that  estimated  bv  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
|tlassachusetts,'(Mr.  L.)  The  expense  oT  a  navy 
of  thirty  frigates,  according  to  the  actual  expense 
of  that  department  already  incurred,  cannot  be 
safely  estimated  at  less  than  $10,000,000  annually. 

The  honorable  gentleman  thinks  that  a  naval 
force  of  thirty  frigates  employed  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  (he  eaemps  commerce  would  make  her 
calculate-^woulu  bring  her  to  terms.  Mr,  CX 
said  if  he  could  believe  this  he  mo;}t  certainly 
Would  vote  for, the  proposition;  but  believing 
that  every  seaman  employed  in  the  public  ves- 
sels wQUld  be  a  diminution  of  that  force  by 
which  the  enemy  was  to  be  most  vitally  as- 
sailed, he  was  constrained  to  vote  against  it.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  said,  if 
thirty  frigates  can  bring  Great  Britain  to  terras, 
why  has  not  the  Emperor  of  France  brought  her 
to  termS|  as  he  is  able  to  send  out  one  hundred 
of  such  frigates.  If  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (.^r.  L.)  is  right,  Bonaparte  possesses 
the  means,  and  no  man  doubts  that  hexheris.hes 
the  disposition,  to  anno.y  bis  enemy  so  as  to  bring 
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ber  to  terms.  But  he  has  failed  in  all  of  his  at- 
tempts, aod  would  do  doubt  fail  were  he  to  make 
this. 

The  use  proposed  to  be  made  of  these  frigates, 
if  built,  certainly  meets  my  approbation.  The 
idea  of  protecting  our  commerce  by  a  naval 
force,  which  has  been  pressed  with  so  much  ve- 
hemence by  some  of  our  navy  gentlemen,  is 
worse  than  visionary.  A  oavy  can  injure  com- 
merce, but  cannot  afford  it  protection,  unless  it 
annihilates  the  naval  force  of  the  adverse  nation. 
Unless,  therefore,  we  have  the  means  of  creating 
and  supporting  a  naval  force  able  to  contend  suc- 
cessfully with  the  British  navy  for  the  empire  of 
the  seas,  we  must  abandon  all  idea  of  protecting 
our  commerce  against  that  nation.  Great  Britain, 
with  ber  thousand  ships  of  war,  is  unable  to  pro- 
tect her  commerce  even  in  sight  of  her  own 
coasts.  According  to  my  understanding  of  the 
views  of  the  honorable  gentlemen,  these  thirty 
frigates  are  to  be  employed  in  destroying  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  not  in  fighting  her 
public  armed  vessels.  They  are  in  fact  to  be 
national  privateers.  In  this  point  of  view,  the 
proposition  to  cashier  the  officer  -who  should 
strike  the  American  flag  seems  to  be  at  war  with 
the  nature,  of  their  employment.  They  are  to 
direct  their  efforts  to  the  destruction  of  merchant 
vessels,  and  to  avoid  collision  with  the  ships  of 
War.  It  is  to  be  apprehended  that  men,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  avoid  serious  conflicts  with  the 
enemy,  will  grow  timid  from  habit,  and  will  re- 
sist but  feebly  when  inevitably  forced  into  them. 
The  character  of  the  navgl  officers  of  the  United 
Stales  makes  a  regulation  of  this  kind  wholly 
unnecessary.  Their  enterprise,  their  courage, 
and  intrepidity,  are  too  well  established  to  re- 
quire a  regulation  of  such  severity.  As  then  the 
gentleman  does  not  intend  to  dispute  the  sover- 
eignty even  of  our  own  seas  with  our  expected 
enemy  with  this  naval  force,  but  intends  to  em- 
ploy it  in  the  destruction  of  merchant  vessels,  an 
increase  of  that  force  appears  to  me  to  b«  wholly 
unnecessary  and  impolitic.  Individual  enterprise, 
directed  by  individual  interest,  will  more  effectu- 
ally destroy  the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  than 
any  number  of  frigates  in  the  power  of  this 
Government  to  build  and  employ.  The  Balti- 
more Federal  Repxtblican  states  that  a  French 
privateer  in  the  Atlantic  ocean  has  captured 
aboqt  thirty  merchant  vessels,  and  that  the  im- 
pression made  by  this  single  privateer  was  so 
serious  that  thirteen  vessels,  several  of  whi^h 
were  frigates,  were  employed  in  cruising  for  her. 
The  truth'  of  this  statement  may  be  relied  on, 
because  that  paper  is  not  in  the  habit  of  exagger- 
ating French  successes^  or  of  aggravating  British 
sufferings.  But  it  is  said,  that  although  our  pri- 
vateers were  successful  at  the  commencement  of 
the  Revolutionary  War,  before  the  conclusion  of 
that  contest  they  were  entirely  destroyed.  Ad^ 
mitting  the  fact  to  be  true,  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  such  will  be  the  result  of  the  war 
now  iu  contemplation. .  After  the  first  years  of 
that  contest,  the  British  forces  were  in  possession 
of  the  principal  ports  and  harbors  of  tne  United 


States,  which  made  it  extremely  hazardous  for 
our  privateers  to  approach  our  own  coasts,  or 
enter  our  own  harbors.  It  is  expected  that  oar 
situation  will  be  very  different  in  the  event  of 
war  at  this  time.  Instead  of  possessing  the  prin- 
cipal ports  of  the  United  States  we  expect  to  ex- 
pel them  from  the  whole  of  their  continental 
possessions  in  our  neighborhood.  If  this  shoald 
be  the  result  of  the  war,  their  means  of  annoy- 
ing our  commerce,  and  of  destroying  our  priva- 
teers, will  be  greatly  diminished,  and  their  power 
of  protecting  their  commerce  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  our  privateers  will  suffer  an  equal  dimi- 
nution. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  his  friend  from  Kentucky,  in 
the  discussion  of  this  question,  had  taken  a  view 
of  the  taxes  which  were  intended  to  be  imposed  in 
the  event  of  war.  Everjr  measure  of  additfooal 
expense  at  the  present  time  involves,  at  least  in 
contemplation,  the  idea  of  additional  taxes;  bat 
he  should  have  been  glad  if  this  incidental  view 
of  that  subject  had  been  omitted  by  his  honorable 
friend,  who,  notwithstanding  his  objections,  in- 
tends to  vote  for  such  of  those  taxes  as  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  nation  shall  require.  Some  of  his 
observations  appeared  calculated  to  make  an  un- 
favorable impression  upon  the  public  mind, against 
internal  taxation;  although  he  was  convinced 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  intend 
them  to  have  that  effect.  If  we  engage  in  war, 
these  taxes  will  be  necessary,  and  it  will  be  a 
subject  of  deep  regret  if  they  should  be  rendered 
more  objectionable  by  the  observations  of  those 
who  feel  the  necessity  of  imposing  them.  The 
direct  and  internal  taxes  imposed  during  Mr. 
Adams's  administration  were  certainly  unpopular. 
But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  always  understood  that 
they  were  so,  because  they  were  believed  to  be 
unnecessary,  and  because  they  were  imposed  in 
the  most  objectionable  form.  The  measures  of 
expense  adopted  by  that  Ad a\inist ration  made 
those  taxes  necessary ;  but  it  was  believed  that 
the  expensive  measures  then  adopted  were  not 
required  by  the  actual  state, of  affairs.  The  na- 
tion disapproved  of  the  object,  for  the  attainment 
of  which  those  expensive  measures  were  adopted* 
and  consequently  were  opposed  to  the  additional 
taxes  which  were  imposed  at  that  time. 

If  war  if  now  thought  to  be  necessary  by  the 
nation,  we  ought  not  lu  doubt  for  a  moment  that 
the  people  will  willingly  furnish  the  means  o^ 
cessary  for  its  vigorous  and  successful  proseca- 
tion.  If  tl^ere  is  not  a  sufficiency  of  good  sense 
and  patriotism  in  the  nation  to  submit  to  the  im- 
positions  necessary  for  the  successful  execution 
of  those  measures  which  have  been  adopted  pur- 
suant to  their  wishes,  and  for  the  protection  of 
their  rights,  then  indeed  our  rights  and  liberty 
are  but  empty  names — the  idea  of  our  free  ana 
happy  Government,  an  idle  phantom !  Whenever 
the  fact  shall  be  demonstrated,  the  preservation 
of  our  Constitution,  and  the  integrity  of  the 
Union,  will  not  be  worth  a  struggle.  But,j until 
it  \B  demonstrated,  its  possibilitjr  ought  not  to  be 
admitted,  and  will  not  be  admiUed  by  the  Na- 
tional Legislature. .  - 
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TuESDAT.  March  8.. 
Mr.  Crawford,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  west  of  Pearl 
river,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Lloyd  stated  that  he  had  received,  and 
asked  leave  to  subpit  to  the  Senate,  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislatare  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
HLchasetCs^  approved  by  his  Excellency,  the  Gov- 
ernor, stating  the  perfect  ability  and  disposition 
of  the  government  of  that  Commonwealth  to 
make  the  most  prompt  provisions  for  the  imme- 
dbte  supply  of  such  blankets  and  clothing  as  the 
GeDeral  Government  may  wish  to  contract  with 
the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  for,  sufficient 
to  meet  any  contingency  which  may  occur,  and 
to  request  information  of  any  other  articles  which 
are  or  may  be  wanted  for  supplying  the  Indians, 
as  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  ability  of  the  Com- 
monwealth to  supply,  by  contract,  any  such  arti- 
cles, mostly,  if  not  altogether,  from  their  own 
maoofactories ;  and  the  lesolution  wac  read. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  Co  ^irhom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  making  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  for  the  defence  of  our  maritime 
frontier;"  reported  it  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib^  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  was  postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  in  April  next. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John 
Rice  Jones.  Henry  Austin,  and  otbiers,  into  a 
company,  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead 
Company,  was  resumed;  and,  after  debate,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  bill  was  refe/red  to  a 
•ciect  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  fur- 
ther to  consider  and  report  thereon }  and  Messrs 
BmxDLtY,  Lloyd,  Greqq,  Cdtts,  and  Leib,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  subnikltted  the  foUotv* 
iag  motion  for  consideration : 

Re$oh€d^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  roqaesled  tq  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  such 
information  as  he  may  possess  relative  to  captures 
laade  by  the  befligerents  since  the  38d  Jay  of  June, 
1811,  of  vessels  of  the  United  Sutes  Wnd  to  or  ftom 
the  Bahie,  or  within  that  sea ;  particohu'iziiig  the  na- 
tion of  the  captors,  the  cause  assigned  for  detentidn, 
the  names  oCthe  vessel^,  masters,,  and  owners,  and  the 
port  to  which  the  vessels  so  detained  belonged. 

Mr.  Campbrll,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
-^An  act  to  akef  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit 
^  court  of  the  United'  States  at  Knoxville,  i'p  the 
dbtrict  of  Bast  Tennessee,  in  the  ^tate  of  Ten- 
nessee," reported  it  Amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  sopplemen- 
ttrv  to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  regiilate  the 
coUeetion  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  reported  thei'eto  by 
i^  select  committee. 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  further  con- 
sideiatioD  of  thu  bill  was  postponed  dntii  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next.  ^ 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  in  addition  to  the 
12th  Con.  Ist  Ssss.— 6 


act,  entitled  ^'  Ai^  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  *  An  act  concerning  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  resumed ;  and.  after  de- 
bate, on  motion  by  Mr.  Tayi^or,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  a  select  committee,  to.  consist  of 
five  members,  further  to  consider  and  report  thete- 
on;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Crawpoed,  Lloyd, 
Rbed,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  supplementary  to 
^  An  act  providiofl;  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
General  Post  Oflfce  and  Patent  Office,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read-  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Pops  commonicated  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislatare  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  reeom-- 
mendjuff  an  iooprovement  of  the  militia  system 
of  the  United  States;  also,  a  resolution  request* 
ing  their  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con-  - 
gress  to  endeavor  te  procure  .the  establishmeiit  of 
certain  roads  or  highways  therein  mentioned, 
under  the  authority  of  the  General  Government ; 
and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Establish- 
Jtledt;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Wbdnesday,  March  4. 

The  Senate  resun^ed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  thebill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  alter  the  time 
of  holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  Uuited  States 
at  Knoxville,  in  the  district  of  East  Tennessee,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee ; 
and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  the  1)111  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third' 
time,  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirm  ati  vie. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the- 
WholCj  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
actgrving  further  tijne  for  registering  claims  io 
land  in  the  western  district  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, and  the  motion  was  amended  and  agreeck 
to,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  i^id  before  this 
House  such  information  as  he  may  possess  rela* 
tive  to  captures  made  by  the  belligerents  since 
the  1st  day  of  May,  1811^  of  vessel^  of  the  United 
States,  bound  to  or  from,  the  Baltic,  or  within 
that  sea;  particularizing  the  nation  of  the  cap- 
tors, the  cause  assigned  for  detention,  the  names 
of  the  vessels,  masters,  and  owners,  and  the  port 
to  which  the  vessels  so  detained  belonged. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the- de- 
fence of  our  maritime  frontier,"  together  with 
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the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 
mentjlthe  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative.  .  ^        I 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  Of  the  Board  of  Qommissioners 
west  of  Pearl  river  f  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.  > 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbebioen.t  op  tbb  United  Stateb  : 
2b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repfesentativee  of  the  United  States  .* 
•  At  the  raqnett  of  the  Convention  wembled  in^the 
Terrikny  of  Orleans  on  the  2Sd  daj  pf  November  last, 
I  ^transmit  to  Congress  the  proceedings  of  that  body,  in 
pnrsuance  of  the  sct»  entitled  **  An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Teriitory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  goveriiment,  and  for  the^admitision  of 
the'^d  State  into  the  Union. on  an  equal  footing  with 
th^  original  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Mabch  8,  L812. 

The  Message  and  documenu  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printeu  for  the 
,  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bradley,,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  iTnited  States  to  ascertain  and 
designate  certain  boundaries;  and  the  bill  wad 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Thursday,  March  5^  . 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  memorial  of 
John  Parker,  of  Boston,  presented  the  2d  instant, 
together  with  the  accompanying  papers,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
State,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President,  of  the 
United  States  to  ascertain  and  desigfiifte  certain 
boundaries,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  ^ving  furthier  time 
for  registerioff  claims  to  land  m  the  western  dia- 
tfict  of  the  Territory  of  Qrleans,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee^  reported  the 
amendmebts  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act,  to  alter 
the  time  ofhordinff  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States  at  Koo^vifle,  in  the  district  of  East  Ten- 
nessee, in  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  correctly  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  also  reported 
the  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
making  n  further  appropriation  for  the  defence  of 
our  maritime  frontier,"  correctly  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  was  read  the.  third  time,  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  ANDERSON;  from  the  committee  appointed 


on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  river  Potomac,  opposite  the  ci^y 
of  Washington  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  <*Aq 
act  coDcernipg  the  Naval  Establishment,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments. 

AAer  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  6. 

The  bill  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Potomac  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  In  Committee,  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
-the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late 
campaign  on  the  Wabash,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and,  after  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Popb, 
the  bill  was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee, 
further  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
Pope,  Gregg,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  concerning  the  Naval  Establishment;"  aod, 
on  the  question  to  add  a  new  section  to  ttie  bill| 
proposed  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  in  the  following  words: 

«  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authoiised  and 
empowered,  as  speedily  as  may  be,  to  cause  to  be  built, 

on  the  most  approved  model, frigates,  pf  a  rate  not 

exceeding  thirty-six  guns  each,  and  that  a  sum  not 
exceeding dollars  be,  and  ihe  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated for  l>ui!ding  the  said  frigates,  out  of  anjr 
moneyS'in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  : 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13, 
nays  ].9,  as  follows: 

If EAS'Messrs.  Bavard,  Bibb,  Brent,  Dana,  GermaB* 
Giles,  Gilman;  Goodrich,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lloyd,  Reed, 
and  ^mith,  of  Maryland. 

Nats — Messrs.  Andefson,  Bradley*  Campbell,  of 
Ohio,  Campbdl,  of  TennesMe,  Condit,  Crawford,  CntU, 
Franklin,  GaiUard,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Pope,  IRoh- 
inson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,  and 
Varnum. 

The  bill  was  further  amended  by  reducing  the 
appropriations  for  repairs  from  four  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  to  three,  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  confining  its  application  to  the  repaiir  oi 
the Orif;ates  C hesapeake.  Constellation, and  Adams. 
The  timber,  to  be  annually  purchased  for  three 
years,  is  to  be  buch  as  is  ^'suitable,  for  rebuilding 
the  frigates  Phfladelpbia,  General  Greene,  New 
York,  and  Boston." 

A  new  section  was  also  added,  reouiring  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  all  nominations 
to  the  office  of  purser  in'the  Navy,  and  precladiog 
any  one  from  acting  in  that  capacity  after  a  cer- 
tain time  who  sbalfnot  have  been  thus  first  nom- 
inated iand  appointed ;  they  are  also  to  give  hood, 
in  an  amount  not  yet  fixed,  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  purser,  dbc.  . 

'  The  bill  was,  as  amended,  ordered  to  a  third 
readijBg* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


16& 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


166 


Maicb,1812. 


Proceedings. 


SfiNATB* 


A  Mc—ij^  from  ihe  Hoose  of  Represeotatires 
ialbmied  ike  Senate  tbat  the  House  have  passed 
t  bill,  eatitled  "•  An  ad  sHpplementary  to  '  Aaapt 
to  raise  an  additional  military  force,"  in  which 
they  request  the  cooeurreDceof  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  yfms  read^  and.  passed 
to  the  second  reading* 

Monday,  March  9. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PbESIOENT  of  TBI  UnI TED  STATES : 

l^ikt  Senate  ami  Hat$$e  of 

Repreeentativei  oftht  United  SkUee  : 
I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  certain  docnments 
which  remain  in  the  Department  of  State,  They 
prove  that,  at  a  recent  period^  whilst  the  United  States, 
nptwkbstanding  the  wrongr  sustained  by  them,  ceased 
not  to  ohferve  the  laws  of  peace  and  neutrality  to- 
wards Great  Britain,  and  in  the  midst  of  amicable  pn>- 
fcsriims  and  negotiations  on  the  part  of  the  British 
OoTemment,  through  its  public  Minister  here,  a  secret 
agent  of  that  GoTcmment  was  employed  in  certain 
Slates,  more  especially  at  the  seat  of  GoTemment  in 
Maflsacfaneette,  in  fomenting  disafiecti^  to  the  consti- 
toled  antherities  of  the  nation,  and  in  intrigues  with  the> 
disaflected,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  resistance 
ta  the  laws,  and  eventually,  in  concert  with  a  British 
fiiree,  of  deetn^ring  the  Union,  and  forming  the  eastern 
ikereof  into  a  political  conaesfon  inth  'Great 


tn  additioii  to  the  efiect  which  the  discovery  of 'such 
a  procednre  ought  to  have  on  the  public  councils,  it 
win  not  foil  to  render  more  dear  to  the  hearts  of  all 
good  ritiaens  that  happy  Union  of  these  States,  which, 
nadcr  Divine  Providence,  is  the  gurranty  of  their  liber- 
tiflSy  their  safety,  their  tranquillity,  and  their  prosperiw. 
JAMES  MADISON. 

MABca  9,  1812. 

The  Message  and  docutnente  therein  referred 
to  weie  read,  and  one  thousand  copies  of  the  Mes* 
sage  and  docaments  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
■ae  of  the  Senate ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Camp- 
anx,  of  Teaneasee^a  coramittea  was  appointed  to 
cxamiae  the  documents  above  referred  to,  and 
dea^ateaoch  as  may  be  necessary  to  be  printed. 

Messrs.  Campbbli^,  of  Tennessee,  Bbent,  and 
BaTamo,  were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
eooatdentioo : 

JKbeAwA  ThattheSecrelaryofStatebedtreeladte 
lay  before  the  Senate  the  names  of  any  and  all  persons 
ia  the  United  States,  and  emdally  in  Hhe  Slate  of 
Wssssihnsmis,  who  have  in  an^  way  or  manner  whaU 
svwr  entered  into,  or  most  remotely  countenanced,  the 
project  or  the  views,  for  the  execution  or  attainment 
«f  which  John  Henry  was,  in  the  year  1809,  employed 
W  Sir  /ames  Craig,  then  Governor  General  of  the 
British  provinces  in  North  America,  and  whi(^  hai^ 
this  day  been  communicated  to  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
IsdStates. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
anendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Ap  act  concern- 
iag  tbe  Navat  Establishment,"  correctly  engross- 
ed-, and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time. as 
aneoded,  and  the  blanks  were  filled.  v 

Oa  motioDi  by  Mr.  BibB|  to  recommit  the  bill 


for  fui;ther  amendment,  it  was  determined  in  tha 
negative. 

On  motjon,  by  Mr.  BbadleT)  the  bill  was 
amended,  by  unanjmoos  consent,  and  passed  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  GiLBS)  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  tbe  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  5th  of  November,  as 
concerns  the  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  France  and  Great  Britain,  further  reported, 
in  piart,  a. bill  to  provide  for  the  designating,  sur- 
veyingj  and  granting,  the  military  bounty  landls; 
and  the  bill  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of,  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a 
loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of 
dollars,"  together  with  the  amendmei^t,  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and,  having 
agreed  to  thie^  amendment,  ^he  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  acoordia^r. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  1  it  w^  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  'An 
act  to  raise  an  additional  military  force,^"  was  read 
the  second  tin^e,  and  referred  to  a  Select  commit- 
tee to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  CRAWFOBD,*and  Lbib,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

TuEBDAT,  Mieirch  10. 

Tbe  JPbebident  communicated  a  report  ojT  tjie 
Secretary  of  thei  Treasury,  made  in  co^forinity 
with  the  resolotion.of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  instant, 
in  relation  to  the  exports  to  France,^dx.;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

A  message  feom  the  House  of  Representatives 
jnfoitned  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill 
entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair,'* 
a  ^ill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Wilson ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Orr,"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  provi- 
ding for  the  removal  of  causes  depending  in  the 
respective  district  courts  of  the  United  Statte,  til 
the  case  of  the  disability  of  tbe  judges  thereof;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senatf . 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Llotd  ;  and,  oa 
motion,  by  Mr.  Qilm,  the  motion^waa  amei^ded, 
and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Beeolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  ,to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  any.  information  which  may  be  in  his  pos- 
session, aad  which,  in  his  judgment,  may  be  com- 
municated without  injury  to  the  public  interests, 
respecting  tbe  names  of  any  and  all  persons  in  the 
United  States  who  bi^ve,  in  any  way  or  manner 
'whatever,  entered  into,  or  most  remotely  counte- 
nanced, the  project  or  the  views,  for  the  execution 
or  attainment  of  which  John  Henry  was,  ii^  the 
year  1809,  employed  by  Sir  James  Craig,  then 
Governor  General  of  the  British  provinces  in  North 
America,  and  which  have  this  day  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
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The  yeas  and  Days  haTiog  b^en  required  on  the 
resolutipb  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  present, 
those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

Messrg.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Camp- 
bell of  Tenne^ee,  Cutta,  Dana,  German,  Gilea,  Oil- 
man, Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lam- 
Imt,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  8mith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tiimer,  and  Vamnm. 

yhose  who  voted  in  ihe  negative,  are, 

Meiirs.  Anderson,,  Bibb,  Brent,  Condit,  Crawioidi* 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  Robinson,  and  Worthington. 

Mr.  GaMAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
mn^ehdmen^  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  author- 
izing a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  mil- 
lions of  dollars,-'  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed  with  an  amendment. 


Wednbbdat,  March  11.  - 

The  foU^  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  con- 
currence were  read,  and  passed  to  the.  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Gaillard  presented  thepetition  of  Natha- 
niel Russell  and  others,  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  praying  the  remissioi^  of  interest  on 
certain  custom-^oose  bonds,  for  reasons  therein 
stated  at  large;  and  the  petition  was  read, and ^ 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Batabd, 

Beeolved,  That  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  3d  instant,  together 
with  the  result  of  the  proceedings  of  thereon ven- 
tlon.  assembled  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans  on 
the  22d  of  November  last,  therewith  transmitted. 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill,  or  otherwise.  >       ^ 

Messrs.  Batarp,  Crawford,  Bibb,  LLOih),  and 
Campbell,, of  Tennessee,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill  tp  provide  fo|r  ^he  designating,  sprvey- 
ing,  and  granting  the  military  bounty  lands,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Campbell^  of  Ohio,  from  the-  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act 
supplementary  to  ^  An  act  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force^"  reported  it  amended.     . 

Thursday,  Marcfb  12. 

The  Pbebident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury,  with 
a  statement  of  the  emoluments  of  the  officers 
employed  in  the  collection  of  the  customs  for 
the  year  1811 ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incor- 

S)rate  the  trustees  of  the  Georgetown  Lancaster 
chool  Society,'' reported  i^  without  amendment. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ar- 
thur St.  Clair,"  was  read  the  second  tjme^  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Crawford,  Bayard, 
and  Bradley,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  th«  relief  of 
Thomas  Wilson."  was  read  the  aeeorfd  time,  and 
referred  to  the  cpurmittee  last  appointed,  to  con* 
aider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Orr."  was  read  the' second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Worthington,  Hob- 
'8EY,and  CoNDiT,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  providing  for  the 
removal  of  caases  depending  in  the  respeclire 
district  courts  of  the  United  Btates,  in  case  of 
the  disability  of  the  judffea  thereof,"  waa  raa4 
the  second  time,aDd  referred  to  a  seleec  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Crawford,  Bayard,  and  Campbell,  of 
Tennessee,  Were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Pradlev^,  from  the  committed  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  to  incorporate  Moses 
Austin,  John  Rice  Jones.  Henry  Austin,  and 
others,  into  a  company,  oy  the  name  of  the 
Louisiana  Lead  Company,  report.ed  it  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  suppleo^entary  to  the  act  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional miliury  force,"  together  with  ihe  amend- 
menu  reported  thereto  by  the  select  committtf ; 
and  having  agreed  to  'the  amendment,  ihe  Presi- 
dent reported  the  btil  to  the  House  aecordiogl^. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  $  third 
tlBoe'as  amended  ?  it  wae  detemnned  in  the  af- 
firmative. 


Paiwat,  March  13. 

M^  Worthington  presented  the  memonalbf 
Eligius  Frbmentin  and  Allan  B.  Magruder,  dele- 
gates from  the  Convention  of  the  Territory  of 
OtieaBs,  praying  a  law 'may  pass,  giving  further 
time  for  the  entry  of  lakid.  claims  in  the  eastern 
district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  for  reasoas 
thereiD  stated^  at  laige;  and^the-metnorialwas 
read,  and  referred  to  $,  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  th'^reon  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
and  Messrs:  WoRTBimrroN,  Condit,  and  Craw* 
FORD,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gilbb  stibmitted  the  following  motiM  for 
consideration: 

Besohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  revise 
scad  amend  ikfe  act,  entitM  **  An  aet  fat  dividinf  the 
Indiana  Territery  into  two  aeparato  gimamaMlits,'' 
approved  the  6d  of  Febmary,  1809 ;  and  that  the  aom- 
mf  ttee  havft  laave  to  rejArt  by  biU  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  tn  Committee  of  the 
Wholej  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  far- 
ther provision  fo^  the  sale  of  public  lands;  and. 
after  debate.  Mr.  Smiths  of  Maryland,  mored 
tbfat  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill  be  post- 
poned to  the  first  Mopday  In  December  next; 
and  it  was  agreed  that  this  motion  for  postpone- 
ment be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hou$e  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  repealing  the  tenth  sec- 
tion 6f  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;"  also,  a  bill,  en- 
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tiiM  '^  Au  Mt  givittf  furlber  time  to  tb«  p^r- 
dtateffs  of  |Miblic  hiods  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio  to  complete  their  payments  ;*'  ia  whieii 
bilb  tliej  request  the  cooeurreiice  of  the  Senate. 
The  two>- bills  'last  mentioned  «eere  reafll,«ncl 
pnwfid  to  the  seeond  reading. 

The  folio wui^  Message  was  received  from  the 
PassiDBifT  or  TBB  Unrmn  StkTBst 
7htJkStnaieofiheam4edSl(tie$,' 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  repOKof  ths'Secretarjef 
■fttiis,  eemplying  with  their  resolation  of  the  Idth  in- 
stant. JAM£8  MAIMSON. 
DKVABTmRT  sp  8tati,  Jlikreh  18,  1819. 
The  Seeretaiy  of  State,  to  whom  was .  referred  the 
msoinliep  of  the  Senate  of  the  LOth  instent,  has  the 
honor  to  report,  that  this  department  ii  not  in  posses- 
sion of  anj  names  of  persons  in  the  United  States, 
who  have,  in  any  way  or  manner  whatevgr,  entered 
into  or  coantenanced  the  project  or  the  Tiewa,  for  the 
execution  or  attainment  of  which,  John  Henry  was, 
in  the  year  IS09,  employed  by  Sir  James  Craig ;  the  said 
John  Henry  having  named  no  persons  or  person  as 
being  oonceroed  in  the  said  project  or  views  referred 
to  in  the  documents  laid  before  Congress  on  the  9th 
instai^l.     Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONKpE. 

The  Measn^  and  report  wene  read,  and  one 
thoQsau'd  copies  thereof  ordered  ib  be  printed  for 
the  oee  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bbent,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
aafcjeat  was  refierred,  reported  %  btU  .to  incorpo- 
rate a  jMUik  in  the  town  of  Aloandria,  bv  the 
" of  AlSE- 


t  and  style  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank 
aadria;  and  the  bill  mas  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

On  moftiOD.  bf  Mr.  Brent,  the  Messiage  of  the 
FresUeat  ^  the  Uaiied  Smtes  of  the  9^h  instant, 
together  with  the  acaompaojriog  documents^  alio 
the  Message  .and  lepoH  of  the  12th  instant,  was 
jaferrcd  to  the  commt^ee  to  whom  .was  referred, 
on  the  Stb  of  November  la.<t,  so  much  of  the 
Wgmago  uf  the  President  of  the  United  States  as 
<«oneeraethe  relations  between  the  Uniaed  States 
«ad  France  and  Great  Britain^  to  consider  -aad 
■eport  ihereoB. 

Mr.  Llotd,  from  the  ctNWDittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 
«ireiik  coarts  of  ikb  firtit  circuit,  jresported  it 


Jlr.  AsoBsaaii  preaentssd  the  petition  of  {lich- 
«rd  Miichill^  of  the  coaniyof  Hawhtns,  in  the 
4ltate  af  Teoaeesee,  pniying  remission  of  cermin 
jadgmeotn  obtained  against  him  by  the  Uoimd 
Staitei,  ID  the  cifcuit  court  at  KnexTille,  in  the 
Btafta  of  Tenaeesee,  for  reaaona  tharein  stated  at 
large ;  and  the  petition  was  r^d. 

The  Senate  resumed,- as  iti  Committee  of  the, 
Whole,  the  bill'to  anthorize  the  President  o(  the 
United  States  to  ascertain  Und  deaigaate  certain 
hanlMlaries;  and,  after  debate,  the  farther  consid- 
«alion  thereof  was  postponed. 

Mff.  BiA%  fircfm  the  committee,  reported  the 
ameadoMmtfrlo  the  bill,  entitled  <*An  net  supple- 
meatafjr  to  an  act  to  raise  aa  additional  military 
fwee^'  eorcactly  eagroesed ;.  and  the  hill  was  sadd' 
the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amendments. 


MoimaTr  March  16. 
•  The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  repealing  the  10th 
section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales/'  was  read  the 
second*  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  actgiriDg  further  time 
to  the  purchasers  of  public  land  northwest  Kff  the 
riTCf  Ohio  to  complete  their  payments,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  14th  inst.  on  the  snbjedt;  and; 

Re^oivedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
revise  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  for 
dividing  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate 
governnjients,"  approved  the  3d  day  of  February, 
1800 ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bHl  or  otherwise, 

Messrs.  Oilbs,  Bayard,  and  Popb,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

^  The  bill  to  incorporate  aihank  in  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  by  the  narrt^  and  style  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank  oi'  Alexandria,  was  fsad  the  sto- 
ood  tim^. 

'  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  to  postppne  the  bill  makiDg  further  pro* 
▼ision  for  the^  sale  of  public  lands  to  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next:  and  on  miction,' 1^ 
Mr.  6if  rm  of  Maryland,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
fttrtheroonsideiition  thereof  be  postponed  to,  and 
be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday 

D^t. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aain  Committee  of  the 
WholC)  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  alter  the 
times  of  hoidinjr\he  circnit  coarts  of  the  first 
circuit,  together  ¥nth  thii  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  having 
agreed  to  the  ameikdmentk,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  eogromed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Thefollowiqg  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  :  ' 
To  the  Senait  and  House  of 

Represirtiaiioes  of  tie  XJnited  ^States  .* 
I  lay  before  Congress  a  letter  from  the  Envoy  Ex* 
t'raordina'ry  ai^  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Miaca  13»  ISIS. 

The  Mees^oe  «nd  letter  therein  referred  xo 
were  read,^  and  avda««d  to  be  .printed  fbr  the  oae 
of  the  Senate.;  a6d,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Qaaoo, 
they  were  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  the  13th  instant,  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  ^nited  States,  of  the  9th, 
together  with  the  accompanying  documents,  also 
the  Message  and  report  of  the  12ih  instant,  in 
relation  to  the  aame  subject,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole, the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
not. to  incorporate  the  trjustees  of  the  George- 
town Lancaster  School  Society,*'  and  it  wu 
oroered  to  a  third  reading. 
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Mr.  QBEQGt  from  th€  cemmiitee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  joiot  resolution  lespeeting  the  arts 
and  manufaatures  of  the  United  States,  reported 
an  amendment;  and  .the  amendment  faaTing  been 
considered  and  agreed  to  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  President  reported  the  res6lution  to 
4he  tlonse  accordingly < 

On  the  question,  Shall' this  resolution  be  read 
a  third  tfme  as  amended  ?  it  was  det^mined  in 
the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anoe'rson,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  consideration  of  th^  bill  for,  imprbving 
the  navigation  of  4be  rivet  Potomac  l)e  ma4e  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow.  . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
IVhole,  th^  bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Marylanid;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time.  . 

Mr.  Crawford,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  refeited  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act. providing 
lor  the  reBi6val  of  causes  depeodii^  in  tiie  re- 
spective district  courts  of  tjie  Umt^  States,  in 
case  of  the  disability  of  the  judges  thereof,^  Re- 
ported it  with  aimenaments.     • 

A  fftessagefrem  the  Hotkse  ofrR€y;>resentatires 
informed  the  Senete  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
two  first  .of  ihe  ameqdmei)ts  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill^ 'entitled  "Ai&  act  concerning 
the  Naval  Establishment,"  and  disagree  to  the 
remainder  of  said  amendments.  They  have 
passed  a  biU,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  toable  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Mississippi  Territory  ta  form  a  coasti* 
ttttion  and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  aneaual 
footing  wit&  the  original  States;"  ako,  a  bill, 
entitm  "An  act  relinquishing  to  the  Corporation 
of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  the  use  and  posses- 
sion of  a  fot.in  the  said  city ;  in  which  bills  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  xead,  and 
passed  to  the  setond  reading* 

Mr.  Batard,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for. the  aaroissioo  of 
the  State  ot  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to  ex- 
tend the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the  said 
State ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading.  *  ^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Who]e,  the  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John 
Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a 
-company,  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana*  Lead 
Company,  together  witk  the  iimendmepts  reported 
thereto  by  tne  select  ooinmittee;  and  having 
agreed  to  sundry  amendments,  the  further  con- 
sideration therecH  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

TufiSDAT,  March  17. 

The  bill/ entitled  •  An  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  jjroverniaient,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  State  mto  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States "  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sist of  five  members,  ta  consider  and  report  there- 


on;  and  Messrs.  Crawpord,  AiiDBRaoflk,  Frark- 
LiN^  GftEQo,  and  Taylor,  were  appointed  the 
commiMee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  relinquishing  .to  the 
Corporation  ef  the  city  of  New  Orleans  the  use 
and  possession  of  a  \oX  in  the  said  citv,"  was  read 
the  second  time^  and  referred  tt>  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  \  and  Messn. 
Qrbgo,  CoNoiT,  and  Campb£ll  of.  Tennessee, 
were  appointed  the  committeew 

Mr.  Worth i^fOTOtf,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Orr,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  con^lideration : 

<Re»Qlved,  That  the  Secretitfy  of  the  Treasui^  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a  view  of  all  the  a(^iD- 
pritftions  made  by  the  several  acts  passed  during  the 
present  session,  and  to  include  therewith  the  intereet 
payable  on  the  Louinana  debt,  and  the  amount  pa^s- 
t>le  daring  the  present  year,  (under  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  redemption  of  the  whole  of  the  public 
debt  of  the  United  States,)  for  the  intereit  and  reim- 
bursement of  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States ; 
and,  also»  a  statement  of  the  balance  remaining  in  the 
Treasmy  of  the  United, States  on  the  3Ut  of  Dec^n- 
her  lasW  and  of  the  balances  uneapended  on  tiie  ssine 
day  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasuxar  of.the  War  andJia- 
vy  Departments^ 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
Inents  disagreea  to  bv  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  conceroiDg  the 
Naval  Establishment;*' and,  on  motion, "by  Mr. 
Giles, 

jResohecLi  That  they  insist  on  their  aliiendmenu 
disagreed  to,  and  ask  a  conference  on  the  di  Agree- 
ing votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

Ord^red^  T*liat  Messrs.  Qilrs,.  Llotu,  and 
Crawforb,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  confer* 
ence  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr^  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  joint  resolution  respecting  the 
arts  and  manufkctures  of  the  United  States,  cor- 
rectly engrossed ;"  and  the  resolution  was  read 
the  third  time  as  timended,  and  passed  with  an 
'afnendment. 

Mr.  QiLMAif,  f>om  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  correetly  engrossed  \ 
«nd  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  th^  commiuee,  also  reported 
the  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit 
courts  of  tlie  first  circuit  correctly  engrossed; 
and  4he  bill  was  reac|  the  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

The'bill,  entitled^"  An  act  to. incorporate  the 
Trustees  of  the  Georgetown  Lancaster  School 
Sdciety,''  was  r^d  the  thii^  time,  and  passed* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  improving  the  navigation  of 
the  river  Potomac ;  and  a  motfon  was  made,  hy 
Mr.  Anderson,  to  Rmend  the  bill  f^nd.  on  his 
motion,  it  was  Agreed  that  the  farther  considera- 
tion thereof  be  postponed  to,Rnd  be  made  the  or- 
der of  the  day  /or,  Friday  next. 
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The  biH  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana into  the  Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  to  the  said  State,  was  read  the 
seeoad  time. 

Go  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  and  William  eltresbljr  was  re- 
cbmmitted  to  a  select  committee,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  the  petition  of  Rich- 
»d  Mitchill,  presented  the  13th  instant,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb^  and  'Leib,  were  ap- 
pointed the  comibittee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WiK>le,  the  considerlltion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  repealing  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  to  in- 
corporate the  snbscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stateir." 

Orderedy  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  represenutives  of 
Samoel  Lapsley,  deceased,  be  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wortbinoton,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  bill«  entitled  ^  An  act  giving  further  time 
to  the  purchasers  of  the  public  land  northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  to  complete  their  payments,"  be 
postpoaed  to,  lind  be  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for.  Monday  next.  -* 

WfiDMBBDAY,  March  18. 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawpord,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideratioD  of  the  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  providing 
for  the  removal  of  causes  depending  in  the  re- 
spective district  Courts  of  the  United' States,  in 
case  of  the  disability  of  the  judges  thereof,"  toge- 
ther with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
seleef  committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments,  the  President  report^  the  bill  to 
the  Hoose  accordingly. 

Oa  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  i  third 
time  as  ameaded  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  ta  the  bill  last  mentioned  correctly 
engrossed ;  and.  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawford, 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  by 
ooaoimoQs  consent.  . 

Re$olved^  That  this  bill  pass  ^ith  amendments, 
aad  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^An  act  providing 
ibr  the  trial  of  all  causes  pending  in  the  respect- 
ive district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  case  of 
the  absence  or  disability  of  the  judges  thereof." 

Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
sboald  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  Mil  to  carry  into 
e0ect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of  the 
act  regulating  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for 
the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  Uoired  States 
sooth  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideriition  of  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate Moees  Austin,  John  Rice  Jones,  Henry  Aus- 
tin, and  others,  into  a  company,  by  the  name  of 
the  Lottisiaaa  Lead  CoApaay;  and  the  hill  hav- 


ing been  further  amended,'  the  President  reported 
it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  eagrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter* 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  making  further 
provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  liands. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hou^  insist  On 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bUl^  entitled  ^Aa  act  concerning 
the  Naval  Ebtablisbmenf."  They  tigree  to  the 
conference  proposed  on  the  subject,  and  have  ap- 
pointed managers  on  iheir  part.  They  have 
passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  the  qdartermaster's  department, 
and  for  other  purposes  "  with  amendments ;  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  ef  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  i'epresenta- 
tivesoi  Samuel  Lapsley,  deceased. 

On  motions,  by  Mr.  Bradlet,-  to  ainend  the  bill 
by  adding  an  additional  section,  in  the  folio win|i; 
words: 

**  And  be  it  fi^rther  enacted,  That  the  acconntin^ 
officers  of  the  Tres^ury  be,  and  they  are  hereliy,  d£ 
rccted  to  adjust  and  settle  a  final  set&ment  certiicat^ 
No.  46,^79,  for  fifty-eight  dollars  andeighty-mae 
ninetieths,  and  i^iterest  froiA  the  first  day  of  ianoaxj, 
1783,  issned  in  the  name  of  Joseph  Young,,  by  John 
Pierce,  commissioner  of  army  accounts  for  the  Umted 
States,  on  the  ficst  day  of  March,  1784;  and  that  the 
amount  4ae  on  said  certificate  be  paid  to  the  said  Jo- 
seph Young,  or  bearer,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated :  Provided,  That 
said  certifipate  shall  be  lodged  .with  the  Register  of  the 
Treasurer,  and  cancelled  prior  to  the  payment 
thereof;". 

And  the  motion  was  determined  in  the  n^gt- 
tive — yeas  6,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Bradfey,  Clenftan,  Hunter, ,  Robin- 
son, Taylor,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baykrd,  Bibb,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Cutts,  Frank- 
lin, Qaillard,  CKles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Howell,  Lan^ 
bert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  ^f  Maryland,  Smith  pf 
New  York,  Tait,  Torner,  and  Vamam. 

On  the  question,  Shalf  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  14^  tmys  15,  as  follows : 

YJEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campl>ell  of  Chief, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Dana,  Giles,  Goodrich,  Hnn- 
ter,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Tait,  and 
Worthington. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Condit,  Cotts, 
Pranklin,.Gaillard,  Gemnui,  Gregg,  HoweU,  Lambert 
Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Tomer,  and 
Yamum. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  designating, 
surveying,  and  granting,  the    military  bounty 
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lands ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bbadlby.  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof^  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

The  bill,  eptitkd  '^An  act  repealing  the  tenth 
seQtion  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,'?  was  read.the  third 
time,  ai)d  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  (h.e  relief  of 
Thomas  Orr^"  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  untilto-morro^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  collectors  of  the  ports  of  Baltimore  and  of 
Norfolk. and  Porismquth  ;  and,  oo  the  qnestidn. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time? 
.  it  was  determined  in  the  negative^ 


Tburboay,  March  19. 

Thck  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
nents  of  the  House  o(  Representatives  ^o  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, and  fo)r  other  purposes."   ■ .       , 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  they 
were  referred. to  a  select  committee,  to  cpnsider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, Crawfqro,  •  and  Varnum,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  .ad- 
.mission  of  the  State  of  I^ouisiana  ipto  the  Union, 
sad  taeztend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the 
^id  Slate. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
atnd  read  a  third  time?  it  was  d^termind  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  eommitite,  reported  ihe 
bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John  Rice  Jones, 
Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a  company,  by  the 
name  of  the  Looisiana  Lead  Company,  correctly 
engrossed.  , 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyo,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  seltei  committee,  fiirthet  to'consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  LLOvn,  Bbaolby,, 
«nd  Greoo,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tihe 
.Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill^  entitled  '^An 
net  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Orr ;"  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  Fteident  reported  it  to 
4he  House  accordinglir. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
lime  as  amended  ?  it  wi^s  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rbgnt,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  bill  to  incorpqrate  a  bank  in  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Me* 
chanies'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  be  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Bradlbt  asked  and  obtained  leive  to  bring 
in  a  bill  ler  earry  into  .effect  the  provisions  of  the 
eighth  section  of  the  net  regulatiag  the  grants  of 
land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  Uie  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  Sute  of  Tea- 
i ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 


seeoiMi  reading. 


Frioav,.  March  20. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Marvland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referreo  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
4ict  to  establish  a  quartermaster's  department, and 
for  other  purposes,"  made  report.    Whereupon, 

Eeaolvedy  That  the.  Senate  disagree  to  all  the 
amendments  of/  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  said  bill,'and  insist  on  iheir^ disagreement, and 
ask  a  conference  on  the  subject- matter  thereof. 

Messrs.  Smith,/ of  Maryland,  Bayard,  and 
Crawford,  were  appointed  the  managers  at  the 
said  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the, Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  x*'An  act  for  the  adnussion  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to  extend 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the  said  Sute ;" 
in-which  bill  they  request-the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  coo* 
sent,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sist of  five  members,  to  isonsider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Bayard,  Crawford,  Lloyd, 
BiRB,  and  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cofnmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  improv- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac ;  and, 
after  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  biU 
was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sist of  ftve  members,  furtiwr  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Qoodricb,  Bayard, 
Bradley,  BRRMT^and  GiLm,  were  ajKHHOt^  the 
comoMttee. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
hill  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Lonisiaoa 
into  the  Union,  and  to. extend  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  td  ^le  said  State,  correctly  engross- 
ed ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bayabd^  it  was  r^ 
committed  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red, this  day,  the  bill  brought  up  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  f4>r  concorrende,  on  the  same 
subject,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr:  Giles,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  on  the'bill,  entitled  '^An  act  eoncern- 
ing  the  N^val  Establishment,"  made  report. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Sedate  that  the  House  copc)ir.ia 
the  first  and  third,  and  disagree  to  the  second 
amendment  to  the.  bill,  entitled  ''An  hct  provid- 
ing for  the  trial  of  gll  causes  pending  in  the  re« 
spective  district  courts  of  the  United  States  ia 
case  of  ihe  absence  or  disability  of  the  judges 
thereof." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawford,  the  Senate  re- 
ceded from  their  second  amendment  to  the  said 
bill.  .  ^ 

Mr.  Lloyd,  from  the  commiltee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Ans- 
tin,  John  Rice  Jones.  Henry  Austin,  and  others, 
into  a  cnrapany,  by  the  name  of  t6e  Looisiana 
Lead  Company,  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  WoRTHUfOTON,  from^  the  committee  te 
whom  was  referred  the  representation  of  the  jdel- 
egatesfrom  Orleans,  Termoiy,  reported  a  biligiv- 
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iag  further  time  for  register! og  claims  to  laixl  in 
the  eastern  .district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  thf  second 
reading. 


Monday,  March  S3. 
The  Vice  President  being  indisposed,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  24. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Vice  Pre9ident,  on 
rootloD  of  Mr.  Llqtd,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
ehoiee  of  a  President  pro  tejnpor&,  ^s  the  Consti- 
toflon  provides,  and  Wil.ljam  H.  Crawford  was 
elected. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
reeoacimLtied  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  pf  the  officers  and  soldiers  whosefved  in 
the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash,"  reported  it 
ameoded. 

ThePfi£8ii>EM'r'comuxuni^ted  a  refiort  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasary  on  th^  petition  of  Na- 
tbaalel  Russell,  and  others,  of  .CharleatoD^  South 
Carolioa,  reftrredto  him  op  the  11th  iastant,  and 
the  report  was  read,  and  ordered-  td  be  printed  for 
the  «ae  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseotatiTes, 
iDformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on 
theix  amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  Seqate,  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "4n  act  to  establish  a  quarter- 
master's department,  and  for  other  purposes.^' 
They  agree  to  the  eonfei'ende  proposed  on  the 
subject,  and  have  appointed  manai^ers  on  the^ir 
part.  They  have  f>assed  a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act 
making  provision  for  certain  persoqs  claiming 
lands  under  the  several  aou  for  the  relief  of  the 
refugees  from  the  Briti/ih  provinces  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia ;"  in  whi^h  bill  they  request  the 
eoneurreace  of  the  Senate.    -  «     . 

The  bill  last  bcouffht  up  for-  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  CommtcWe  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  baok  in  the  town 
of  Alexandria,  by  the  name  a6^  style  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Alexandria;  and,/on  motion  by 
Mr.  Brent,  ir  was  recommitted  ta  t^  selipct  eom- 
mictee,  farther  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ; 
and  Messrs.  Brent,  Campbei^l,  of  Tennesaee,  and 
Tatlob,  were  appointed  the  oomiBittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Batard,  the  petitions  of  the- 
inhabitants  of  tqat  part  of  Louisiana  called  Felji- 
cJaoa,  lying  between  the  Pearl  and  Mississippi 
rivers,  upon  the*  subject  of  annexation  to  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referrj&d  the  bill  for  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Louisiapa  into  the  Union,  to  coji- 
sider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  piherwise. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  fropi  the  managers 
at  the  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  on 
the  billf  entitled  "An  act  est^lishing  a  qusrter- 
master's  department,  and  for  other  purposes," 
made  reports 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gii«Ba,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  coosideration  of  the  report  of.  the  manageju 


at  the  conference  on  their  part,  on  the  bill^  en- 
titled "An  act  concerning  the  Naval  Establish- 
meot." 

Whereupon,  'Resolved,  That  they  so  far  recede 
from  their  amendments  as  to  ao;ree  to  the  report 
of  the  managers,  and  that  the  bill  be  so  modified. 

The  bill  to  carry  intp  effect  the  prbvisions  of 
the  eighth  sectioti  of  the  "Act  rej^ulating  the  grants 
of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
liesse^,"  was  read  the  second  tixpe,  and  referred  to 
a  sele<5t  committee,  toconsist  of  five  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Brad- 
ley, Tait,  Gregg,  Lloyd,  and  Hunter,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Coifimittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  ta  incorpo* 
rate  Mu^^es  Austro,  John  Rice  /ones,  Henry  Aus* 
tin,  anti  others,  into  a  dompany,  by  the  name  of 
the  Leuisiana.Lead  Compaay,  together  with  t)ie 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  fhe  select  com^ 
mittee;  and  havinfi"  'in  part  agreed,  to  tlie  report 
of  the  committee,  the  President  reported  the  bUl 
to  the  House  accordioj^ly. 

On  t^e  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended"?  .it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cpmrnittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for'  the  designating, 
surveying,  and  granting,  the  military  bounty 
land ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr^  Campbell,  of  TeU'- 
nessee,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to  morrow. 


Wednesday,  March  25. 

The  bill  giving  fui^the^  time  for  registeHug 
claims  to  land  in  the  eastern  district  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  was  read  the'  ^cend  time. 

The  biU,  entitled  ^'Anaet  making  ptovision  for 
certain  persops^claiminglands  under  the  several 
acts  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  British 
{Kpvinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  was  rei^ 
the 'second  time,aiid  referred  to  the  committee  U), 
whom  was  ivcommitted,  on  the  29th  January, 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate  on  the 
samtf  suhjecti  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  resumed  the' considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  managers  at  the  confer* 
ence  on  their  part,  on  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
establishing  a  quartermaster's  d.epartment,  and 
for  other  purposes."  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  they  recede  from  their  disa- 
greement to  the^  amendments  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  *so  far  as  to  agree  to  the  report 
of  the  managers,  and  that  the  bill  be  so  modified. 
.  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  HoQse  agree  to  »he 
modification  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,. entitled  **An  act  concerning  the  Naval 
Establishment,"  as  reported  by  the  managers  at 
tjie  conference  on  the  said  bill.  The  House 
of  Representatives  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  organization  of  a  corps  of  artir 
fieer?,"  in  which  bill  they* request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 
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The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wns 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relinquishing 
to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
the  use  and  possession  of  a  lot  in  the  said  city," 
reported  it  with  an  amendment,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  considered  and  agreed  to,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  and  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
raafive. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  iq  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
"Who  served  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash,'* 
together  with  the  amendments  reported^thereto 
by  the  select  committee,  and  the  report  was 
in  part  adopted  ;  and,  after  debate,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to  morrow. 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  the  commfttee,  reported  the 
bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John  Rice  Jones, 
Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a  company,  by 
the  name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead  Company,  cor- 
rectly engrossed. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to  extend 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the  said  State," 
reported  it  with  amendments. 


Thursday,  March  26. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relin- 
quishing to  the  .Corporation  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  the  use  and  possession  of  a  lot  in  the  said 
city,"  correctly  engrossed  ;  and  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time  as  amended  ;  and  the  title  having 
been  amended,  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  the  committee,  also  stated 
the  report  of  the  managers  at  the  conference  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  establishing  a  quartermaster's  department,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  correctly  engrossed. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  pro- 
visions of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal 
of  the  lands  of  the  United  Slates  south  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mx.  Goodrich,  from  the  conimittee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  for  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river  Potomac,  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  6rganization 
of  a  corps  of  artificers,"  was  read  the  second  time 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  \  and  Messrs.  Reed,  Oilman, 
and  Sm(Th  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  (be 
committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cominiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 


I  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late 
;  campaign  on  the  Wabash." 
\      On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  it  was  agreed  to 
'  amend  the  second  section  by  adding  a  proviso 
I  thereto. 

I  On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  amend  the 
;  second  section  of  the  bill,  line  three„by  inserting 
j  the  words  "army  and,"  extending  the  provision 
I  to  the  regular  troops  as  well  as  ndilitia,  it  wasde- 
I  lermined  in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nays  15.  as 
I  follows: 

I      Yeas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Cutt«,  German, GHeSr 
Ciilman,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Smith  of 
!  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  and  Tayler. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell  of  Tennenee, 
I  Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Goodrich,  Leib, 
I  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Tait,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Wor- 
I  thington. 

j      On  motion  by  Mr.  German,  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  amended  as  follows: 

8kc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  theoffioen, 
according  to  the  rank  which  thej  held,  as  aforesaid, 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  vol* 
untecrs  or  militia,  who  served  in  the  said  campaign, 
and  who  were  killed  or  died  of  waands  received  in  said 
service,  leaving  a  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  shall  htve 
left  a  child  or  children^  under  the  age  of  sixteen  yean, 
such  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  such  child  or  children, 
shall  be  entitled  to,  and  receive,  the  halfof  the  monthly 
pay  to  which  the  deceased  was  entitled  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  or  receiving  the  wound  of  which  he  died, 
for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years ;  ^nd  in  dte  of 
the  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  widow,  before  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  five  years,  the  half  piyi  for 
the  remainder  of  the  term,  shall  go  to  the  child  or  child- 
ren of  such  deceased  oflScer  or  soldier,  whilst  under  the 
age  of  sixteen  years;  and  in  like  manner,  the. allow- 
ance to  the  child  or  children  of  such  deceased,  where 
there  is  no  widow,  shall  be  paid  no,  longer  than  while 
there  is  a  child  or  children  under  the  age  aforestid: 
Provided,  That  no  greater  sum  shall  be  allowed  in  any 
case  to  the  widow,  or  to  the  child  or  children,  of  any 
officer,  than  the  half  pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel  :** 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  6,  nays 
2^,as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Cutts,  German,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Tur- 
ner, and  VamCim. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  CraVford,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Leib,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland;  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Worthington. 

And  the  President  reported  fhe  bill  to  the  House 
as  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Com  nail  tee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the  sale  of 'the  public  lands,  together 
with  the  motion  for  postponement  to  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next ;  apd,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Giles,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morro<ir. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represettiativcs 
informed  th'^  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
modification  of  the  amendments  to  the  bi^.ent^ 
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tkd  "Ad^  act  «6tmblishiDf  a  quartermaster's  de- 
partmeot,  and  for  other  purposes,"  as  reported  by 
the  maoageoi  at  the  eoaference  on  the  said  biil. 
Tbcjr  hare  passed  a  bill,  eatitied  '^Aa  adt  to  ao- 
tborae  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ezebanffe  lands 
with  the  Ursuline  Nobs  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leaas;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  cainctMr- 
leoee  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  seeoind  reading. 

The  engTOsted  Bill  to  incorporate  Moses*  Aus- 
tin, John  Kice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others, 
into  a  company^  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana 
Lead  Company,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Oq  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  iq  the  affirmatire-^yeas  14,  nays  12, 
at  followji : 

YxAs— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Craw- 
lord,  Dana,  German,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Howell,  Hun- 
tier,  Smith  ^  New  Yoit,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Worthing- 
ton. 

^jiTS— -Messm.  Bayaid,  Praiiklia,  Giles,  Horsey, 
.  Laari>eft,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Beed»  Smith  of  Maryknd,  Tor- 
aer,  and  Vamum. 

So  it  was  JU»oived,  That  this  hill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be^  "An  act  to  incorporate 
Moses  AtMtin,  John  Rice  Jones,  Heory  Austin, 
and  others,  into  a  company,  by  the  name  of  the 
LouisiaDa  Lead  Comi>any." 


Friday,  March  27.  ' 

The  hill  emitted,  ^'An  act  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  ezchansre  lands  with  the  Ursu- 
Mae  Nuai  of  the  city  >6f  New  Orleans,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  ana  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee^ to  consider  and  report  thereohj  and  Messrs. 
Oaaoo,  DaifA,  and  Bhbmt,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Campbeli.,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration  : 

**  Hesohtdj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  m- 
^[ure  what  proTision  ought  to  be  made  by  law  for, 
campleting  titles  on  such  special  entries,  locations,  and 
surveys  of  lands,  in  the  -State  of  Tennessee,  as  were 
made  purauant  to  the  laws  of  North  Carolina,  and  re- 
cognised by  the  act  of  the  said  State,  oommonly  called 
the  cession  act,  and  which  liewest  and  south  of  the 
'  line  described  in  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *<An  act 
to  anthoriie  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grams  and 
.perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,"  dec. 
pMsd  •»  the  18th  of  April,  1806,  and  within  the 
bounds  to  which  the  Indian  title-has  been  eitinguished ; 
and  that  the  committee  have  l^ave  to  report  by  bill  or 
•thenrise." 

Mr.  GhLM AM,  from  the  eommittee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for  tiie 
relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in 
the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash,"  correctly  en- 
grossed *;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as 
aoModed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  RsEn,  to  recommit  the  bill, 
it  passed  in  the  tegative. 

Resolved^  That  this  biil  pass  with  amendoMats. 

The  Senate  resuined,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 


ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  land's,  together 
with  the  motion  for  postponement ;  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  hill  was  postponed  until 
the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  enlarge  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  ^  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.' Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  hill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Minifi/e, 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  tp  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain 
and  designate  certain  boundaries. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  strike  put  the 
second  sectfon  of  the  bill,  which  provides  for  the 
ascertaining  where  the  waters  of  Connecticut 
river  intersect  the  northernmost  part  of  the  45th 
deffree  of  north  latitude,  it  wds  determined  in  the 
a^rmative-^yeas  17,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard.  Bibb,  GaiHard, 
German,  Goodrich,  Hunter,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed.  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Ts^lor,  Turner 
and  Vamum.  - 

Nats — Messrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Crawford,  Dana, 
Franklin,  Gregg,  Howell,  Lamber^  Pop^and  Worth- 
ington.  '    • 

And  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  amended. 

.  On  the  qu^tion,  Shi^l  this  bill  he  engrossed 
and  jead  the  third  time  as  amended  1  \i  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative^  .     /     <. 

Mr.  FsANKXiN,  from  the  eommittea  io  whom 
was  referred  the-  petition  of  Thomas  Gbrdon^  re- 
ported that  tb)e  prayer  of  the  pethigaer  ought  apt 
to  be  granted,  and  that  the  peiitiooer  have  leave 
to  withdraw  his  papers ;  and  the  report  was  agreed 

On  motion,  by  Mr*  Worthimqton,  ^he  hill  en* 
titled  *^  An  act  giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers 
of  public  land  jK>rtb  west  of  the.f  irer  Ohio  to  com- 
plete their  payments,"  was  referred  *  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  \  and 
Messrs.  Wortbinoton,  Sb^ita  of  Marylaad,  and 
BaVard,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  Mr.  Tait  was 
added  t^  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred,  on 
the  12lh  iosunt,  the  bill,  entiUed  *'An  act  for  the. 
relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair,*"  and  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson." 


MoifUAT,  March  30. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  tQ  ascertain  and  designate  certain  boun- 
daries having  been  reported  by  the  qommittee  cor- 
rectly engKOssed,  was  read  the  third  time  a; 
anjended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  27th  instant,  by  Mr,  Campbbll^ 
of  Tennessee ;  and  the  raoiiou  was  agreed  to ;  aou 
Messr?.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  BradlbYj  and 
Greqg,  were  appointed  the  commitree^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDsideratioo  of  the  bill  for  improV'> 
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ipg  the  fiarigatioD.  of  tbe  rifier  PotooMi*,  jo^pO" 
site  the  City  of  Washingtoa^  together  with  the 
ameD^meDts  reported  thereto  by  the  «ieLe^t  com-, 
mittee ;  and  having  agre^  to  the  ameadineAU^ 
the  President  reported  the  hill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordLogly, 

.  Oa  ide  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  tiode  as  auModed?  it  was  deter^ 
pined  in  the  affiri^atAve. 

The  Seoat0  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  th« 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  :for  the  relief 
of  Chaiies  Minifie,  together  \^itb  tbe  amendmeou 
reported  thereto  by  the  select ,  committee ;  and 
having  agreed  to  the  amendments^  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accorditigly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  ameikled  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  to  enlarge  tb^  limits  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  was  read  ihe  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comnditlee  of  the 
W  hole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  to  provide  for 
the  designating,  sMrveying,  and  granting,  the  mili- 
tary bounty  lauds. 

On  motion,  to  strike  out  the  words  ^'flt  foi*  cul- 
tivation," it  was  d^ermined  in  the  negative — yeas 
12^nays  14,  as  follows: 

XMAi-^MtaBTB.  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit, 
Franklin,*GaillSTd,  Gilman,  Gregg,  Loib,  Reed,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Turpcr,  dnd  Work- 
ington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brtnt,  OrafHbrd,  German, 
€Kles,  Goodrioih,  Horsey,  Howell,  Lambert,  Pope^  Rob- 
inson, Tait,  Taylor,  and  Yantiiim.     ^ 

On  naotion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  'Tennessee, 
to  strike  out  two  millions  in  the  TeVritor^  of  Lon- 
isiana,  and  insert  o^  milhon  five  hundred  thou-> 
sand,  it  was  determined  in  the' negative — yeas  8, 
Bays  17,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit, 
Franklin,  ^kuQaid,  Giles,  Lambert,  Smith  of  Marylahd, 
and  Worthington.  *  *  ' 

Nats — Messrs.  BiM»,  Crawford,  GeroMin,  Ottosail, 
Ooadrich,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Llonrd,  Top^,  Reed, 
Bobinaoo,  ^mith  of  New  York>  "Tait,  Taylpr,  Tor-  ^ 
iffPK,  and  Yamum.     . 

And  the  bill  having  been  amended,  tba  Presi- 
dtait  reported  it  to  the  House  ac<?ordingl^.  And 
«B  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  Engrossed  end 
read  ar  third  time  as  amended  Tit  was  deteripined 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Gregg  presented  (he  |>ctitionof  John  Clarke, 
of  the  State  of<>  Pennsylvania,  praying  remunera- 
tion for  services  rendered  during  the  Retolution- 
ary  war,  as  therein  stated ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
^idepand  report  tfiereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Gregg,  Bebo,  and  Smitji,  ef  New  York, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Jdjr.  SauTH,  of  New  York,  presfented  the  memo- 
rial bfPeierLandaiSj  praying  compensation  fpr 
miKta'ry  services. 

T 

.  ToESDAT,  March  31. 

The  bia  (or  the  relief  of  Charles  Minifie  hnv- 
iMg  bteift  itported  by  the40iBmitt«e  c^nrecUy  cor 


gcosied,  waaraMt.iha  third  tinM  at  moided,  tad 
passed. 

The  bill-  ibr  improving  the  navigation  of  tbe 
ri^er  Polooiae,  jopposiie  the  tiij  of  Washington, 
having  been /epof  ted  by  the  committee  cerreedy 
ei^wssed-,  warraad  the  third  tiaieas  amended, 
aodBassed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  tbe  deaignatiag,  sarvejr- 
iog,aad  gsaflUng,  the  military  bounty  4aAd^  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  conreetly  en- 
grossed,, was  read  the  third  tidaae  at  amended,  and 
passed. 

Mr.BaYARo.froffi  the  ^^mmitteeio  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '•  Aa  act  for  the  relief  of 
Arthur  St;  Gkur,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
meal.  He  also  reported  the  bill,  enticed  ^Aa 
act  fbr  the  relief  of  Thomas  YYilson,"  withoot 
amendment.    ,  ..  l 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  Jn  CommiUee  of  the 
Whole,  the  ooaaidecauen  of  tbe  biU  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Loaiaaana  inio  the 
Union,  and  to  extend  tha  la  ws  of  the  United  Statis 
to  the  said  State,"  together  with  tbe  amend  meats 
reported  thereto  by  the  teleet  eemmittee;  and 
having  agreed  to  the  amendiaents,  the  President 
reported  tbe  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  ibis  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  7  it  was  detertnined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

On  motioii  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York^he 
memorial  of  Peter  LaUdais  was  referred  to  a  select 
ctjtn^tniitee,  la  consider  and  report  (hereon  bf  t>»[^ 
or  otjherwisei  and  Me^ara.  Smith  of  New  York, 
3aEi«T||md  Daiia,  were  af^iated  the  comBUUee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  CoaftmiUee  of  (he 
Whole,  th^  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
the  eighth  section  ef  the  act  ref  aiatin^  the  gsaals 
of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  Uie  ^Ute  of  Ten- 
nessee^  and,  oji  motion  by  Mr.  G  jixs,  it  was  agreed 
tblt  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for^  Monday 
next.  ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Trhole,.the  consideratioi\  of  the  bill  giving  further 
time  for  registering  claims  to  land  h»  the  eastern 
(iisuict  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

On  the  qjiesiiooy  Shall  this  bUi  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  thii^  tine?  it  was -determiaed  in  the 
affirmative.. 

The  Senate  reaumed,  as  ta  CoinBiitiee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  coasideration' of  die  biU  to  enlarge  the 
Umtts  of  the  State  ef  Louisfana;  and  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Varndm,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  reqtiifed 
on  passiiq^  the  bill  to  a  third  reading ;  and,  after 
deMte,oa  motion  by  Mr.  ANasasoM,  the  farther 
eonaideration  of  the  bill  was  postnoaied  until  to- 
morrow, and  made  the  order  for  that  day. 

Mr.  BasitT,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town 
of  Alexandria,  by  the  name  and  style  ef  "the 
Mechanics'  Bapk  of  Alexandria,^'  re^nnrted  it  with 
aoaeadmeats^ 

Mr.  BaaiiT  presented  thrpetition^tfae  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Waahington, 
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prcyrag  ati  enTargement  of  their 'ctpfltal,  for  rea- 
soBs  therein  stat^ ;  and  the  petttioir  was  r«ad, 
asd  referred  to  a  seleet  eonimlttee,  to  oonsid^  and 
report  ihereoa  bf  biil  or  otherwiae ;  and  M^^s. 
Bbbrt,  Dana,  and  Cahpbell  of  TeoDesseej  were 
appointed  tbe  eomviittee. 

A  messa^  frotn  the  Hoose  of  Representatires 
fnformed  the  Senkte  that  the  House  have  passed" 
a  bin.  entitled  *' An  aetto  contioua  iii  force  *  An 
act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by 
knoiwn  won nd» received  in  the  ReTolotionary  War, 
90d  for  Other  pnrposeas"  also  a  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  tbe  ref  ief  of  WtUiam  Hubbefl  f  in  whibh 
bUb  thej  request  tbe  eoncarrence  of  the  Senate! 

Tbe  two  biUs  last  broiwht  wf  for  etmcarrenice 
weterefld*  and  passed  to  the  second  readidgi 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  FiuincLtN,  the  ceafmittee  ta 
ma  referred  the  petition  of  Dartd  Porter 
I  discharged,  %nd  the  cpnaM^ration  of  the  pett-^ 
I  postponed  ij&definitely. 

Tbe  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W^ole^the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Titomas  Orr  ;**  and  the  bill  havini^  been  amended, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordinfrly. 

On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
timeaa  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 


•     WaoHBanAT,  April  1. 

Mr.  HowELi^  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  80th  December  last,  the  petijtioii 
of  Nktbaiiief  Smith,  naval  officer  of  the  port  of^ 
Prortdence,  reported,  as  their  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  inexpedient  to  act  any  further  on  it  thb  ses- 
sion ;  and  the  report  was  agreed  to.' 

Mr.  Brauley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
WBs  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  concern- 
ing tbe  Levy  Court' of  the  county  ofWashington, 
io  the  District  of  Columbia^"  reported  It  ainended. 

Mr.  Popfe.  ffom  the  committee  to  whonar  was. 
reierred  the  oilt,  entitle  '*  An  act  sopplemental  to 
'An  act  making  provision  fbrarroinc:  and  equip- 
mag  tbe  whole  body  of  militia  orthe  United 
Statea,^  reported  it  amended. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pope,  the  fesolutfons  of  tbe 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  com^oni- 
eated  on  the  3d  March,  on  the  subject  of  public 
roa^  was  referred  to  a  ielect  committee,^  to  con- 
sider and  ceport  thereon  by  bill  Or  otherwise ;  and 
Itoars*  PoFE,  Campbell  of  'i^ennes^ee,  and  An- 
otasoH,  were  appointed  the  committed. 
*Ob  motion,  the  committee  tb  whom  w^  refer- 
red tbe  petition  of  Charles  Whitlow,  were  dis- 
cbarged  from  tbe  farther  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  GhLBa,  from  the  committee  t6  whom  was 
reierred  tbe  petition  of  I^aac  Trybu.  reported  t&at 
the  prayer  ot  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted  ,* 
aad  tbe  report  was  agreedW.  ,.  - 

Tbe  bHI.  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  W!t^ 
itam  Huboell,^  was  r^ad  the  second  time,  ftnd 
nferred  to  i  select  coi^itiittee,  to  con^der  and  - 
i^poH  tbereon;  etid  M^ira.  Bibb,  Hobset,  and 
BbaolbY.  were  appointe^d  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force 
'  Ao  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled 


by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to^  select  committee,,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Gbbgo," 
Yarnum,  and  Taix,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  from  the  HoVise  of  Representative 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passetT 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  granting 
of  patents  for  land,  according  to  the  surveys  that 
have  been  ipade^  and  td  ^rani  donation  rights  to 
certain  claimants  of  land  m  the  district  of  Detroit^ 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  in  which  bill  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.^ 

The  last. mentioned  bill  was  read, and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  'VAn  aet 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Orr,"  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
bill  was  read  a  third'  time  iis  amended,  and  passed 
with  amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  admission  of  the  State  ofliouisiana  into 
the  Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  to  the  said  Stat^.*^  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  ^orEeetly  engiossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  tl^lrd  time  as^-amendeJ.  and,  by  unanimoas 
•consent,  ^as  further  amende^  by  striking  out,  in 
thenintb  section  andseCoqd  line,  the  word  *^ next/' 
and  inserting  the  wor^s  **  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twelve." 

Resoited^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  giving  further  time,  for  regbterioff 
claiins  to  Jand  iti  nte  eastern  district  of  the  T^rri* 
tpry  of  Orleans  having  been  reported  by  the  eom- 
mixtee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time, 
itnd  passed.  .    . 

The  Senate  resumed,  ^s  in  Committee  of,  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enlarge  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  and,  no  amend- 
innent  having  been  offefed,  o.n  the  .question.  Shall 
tbis,biil  be  engrossed  and  read  a, third  timet  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  21,  nays 
fi,  as  follow^: 

TKAB-x-Messm.  Andcnoni  Bayard,  Bibb,  Campbstt 
of  TsnnMM6,Coadit>  Crawlhrd»  Catts,'Oaillai^Qilfm 
€hregg,  Horssy,  flowell,  Leib^  Pope,  Smith  of  Maiy- 
land.  South  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yaxw 
nuTD,  ana  Worthingtoii. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bradley,  Franklin,  German,  Gihnaa, 
Goodrich,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  and  Reed. 

The  Senkte  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  Wll,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Arthur  St.  Clair  p  and,  op  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  be  read  the.  third  time  1  '\i  passed  in  the 
neffative. 

The  Senate  resun^ed.  as  in  Con^mittee  of  4he 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *•  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Wilson^"  and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading; 

The  following  confidential  Message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  Uqited  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  HpUse  of 

Rme»ent<Uh>jt9  of  the  United  Statee  : 

Considenng  it  as  expedient,  under  ei^isting  circum- 
stances and  prospects,  that  a  general  embargo  be  laid 
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on  all  Teasels  now  in  port,  or  hereafter  arriTing,  for  the 
period  of  sixty  days^  T  recommend  the  immedUate  paa- 
aage  of  a  law  to  that  effect 

JAMES  MADISON. 

AvBiL  1, 1819. 

The  Message  was  readj  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Bayard,  that  the  injuoction  .of  secrecy  be 
tdten  off  re8|>ecting  the  Message  last  read ;  it 
wis  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11,  nays 
21,  as  follows:  . 

Tkas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  Oermaa,  Oilman, 
Goodrieh,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
and  Reed. 

NATS-^Messrs.  An4erson,  Bibb,  Bradlay,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  (iail- 
lard,  Giles;  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Rot]dn9on,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Yor)c,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer, 
Vamnmi  and  )Voithington. 

ReBOlted^  l^hat  the  Message  be  rc;ferted  to  a 
select  comniittee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to 
ebnsider  aiMl  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Campbell  of  Tennes- 
see. Taylob,  Geam an,  Pope,  and  Bayard,  b^  the 
committee.  '     ^      . 


'   Tb€R8Bay,  Aprils. 

Mr.  Bhadley,  from  the  committee  te  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  author- 
ize a  (ietachment  from  the  militia  pf  the.  United 
States,'*  reported  it  amended. 

The  following  copfidential  Message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  House  of  Representatives,  by 
Messrs.  Wright  and  Qroivdy,  a  committee  of 
that  Housd ;  Mr.  Wright,  Chairman : 

Mr,  Prendent :  The  House  of  Representatives 
hKve  pesbed  a  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  layiog  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States  for  a  limited  time ;" 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate ; 
and  the  committee  are  instructed  40  impress  on 
the  Senate  a  speedy  consideration  of  the  bill.' 

The  bill  was  read,  add  pass^  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Cawbbell,  of  Tennessee^  stated,  Aom  t)ie 
iooimittee  appoimed  to  consider  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  first  in- 
stant, that,  biiving  bad  intimation  that  a  bill  on 
the  subject  had  passed  the  other  House,  the  com- 
mittee would  not  at  present  make  a  repiort. 

On  ioiotion;  by  Mr.  Lei^  that  the  bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was 
obiected  to  as  against  the  rule. 

Mr.  Anoerson  submitted  a  motion  to  suspend 
so  much  of  the  twelfth  rule  for  cohducting  busi- 
ness, a^  provides  that  the  three  readings  or  a  bill 
be  on  three  separate  daya;  and,  after  debate,  he 
wiudrew  his  qiotion,  in  order  that  the  following 
motion  might  be  taken  up : 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  SmitH; 
of  Maryland,  one  .of  the  majority,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  Ihe  biH,  by  unani- 
mous  consent ;  and  it  was  ag^ain  objected  to  as 
against  the  rule. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyo,  that  the  bill  be 
printed,  under  an  injunction  of  secrecy,  for  the 


ijise  of  the  Senate,  it  was  determined  in  ihe  negpi- 
live — yeas  ll^  nays  21,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley^  Dana,  GennaAt 
Gilman,  Ooodrich,  Horsey,  Himter,  Lambtit,  Lk>yd, 
and  Reed. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderaont  Bib^,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Condit,  Crawfirad,  Catts,  Franklin,  Gailisrd, 
Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope.  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Maryland)  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer, 
Yarnuin,  and  \f  orthington. 

Mr,  Akderson  renewed  his  motion  to  susnend 
the  twelfth  rul^  for  conducting  bu^nesa ;  aodt  on 
the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  20,  nays  12,, as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  AaderMMi,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Condit,  Crawibrd',  Cn^s,  Frankiin,  GaiUard, 
Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Fope^  Kobinson,  Smith  of  Maiy* 
land.  Smith  of  J^ew  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Taner>  Var- 
nom,  siid  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  firadle^,-  Djuia,  German, 
Gihnan,  Good|i£h,  Giegg,  Hozsey,  Hunteri  Lambert, 
Lloyo,  and  Reed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  CAMPSELii,  of  Tennessee, 
the  bill  was  read  the  secpnd  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  yesterday  ap- 
pointed on  the  confidential  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon* 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  the  following  nnotion  for 
consideration : 

Ruokftd,  That  the  Premdent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  thei9enate  any  infennal^on 
ia  possession  of  the  Government,  touching  our  foreign 
relations,  which  has  not  been  already  communicated, 
and  which,  in  his  opinion,  it  may  not  be  inj&rioils  to 
the  public  interests  to  make  knoTf(rh  to  the  Senate.  > 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative-^yeas  H,  nays, 
17,  as  follows :  * 

Ybas— Mesne.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilmaq,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lam- 
bert, Llbyd,  Reed,  and  Smith  (tf  Maryland. 

NAfs— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Condit,  Crawford,  CutU,  Frankiin.  Gaulard, 
Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Yamom. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennesaee^  firom  the  com- 
HHttee  to  whom  the  bill  was  referred,  reported  ii 
amended. 

Mr-  Amosrson  wa<  called  to  the  Cbtur,  «a^ 
the  bill  Was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the. 
Whole,  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
(hereto  by  the  select  committee.. 

A  motion  was  made,  fay.Mr.  Bayard,  to  amead 
the  bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  sectioB  * 

And  be  it  fuffket  enatUd,  That  the  act,  entitled 
**  An  act  concerning  the .  commercial  intercourse  be* 
tween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  their  deskendendes,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and 
also  the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  **  An  aet  sup- 
s^dementaiy  to  the  act,  entitled  <An  act  concerning  the 
ODOHnercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependenci^t 
and  for  other  purposes,*'  be  and  the  same  are  hersby 
repealed. 
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And)  oa  the  question  to  adopt  the  ameodment, 
it  was  determined  in  the  ne^tive — yeas  13.  nays 
19,  as  follows : 

YmAs — McMTs.  Bradl^,  Dana»  German,  dilman, 
Goodricb,  Horsey,  Huntei:,  Lambert,  Uoyd^  Reed, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten^ 
nssffs,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cntts, .  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tnmcr,  and  Vamum. 

And  the  bill  bavini^;  been  debated,  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  Chair;  and  it  was,  by  Mr.  An- 
derson, r«!ported  with  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  as  foHows : 

Section  1,  line  3,  strike  out  "sixty;"  Ijne  6. 
strike  out  '*  under  the  immediate  direction^"  and 
insert,  '*  in  ballast,  lyith  the  consent." 

On  motion,  hy  Mr.  Bradley,  to  postpone  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  bill  Until  to  morrow, 
it  was  determttied  ia  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill,  as  amended,  pass  to  a 
third  reading* 

Tbe  following  confidential  message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  House  of  Representatives,  by 
Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Williams,  a  committee 
of  that  House— Mr.  CXlhoun,  chairman : 

Mr.  President:  The  Hou«e  of  Representatives 
hnre  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  in  addition 
to  the  act.  entitled  'An  act  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force,'  passed  January }  1, 1812 ;"  in  which 
thej  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

After  the  cotisid^ration  of  Executive  and  con- 
fidential business,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  3. 

Mr.  GREGG.^from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
retored  the  Kill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  exchange  l^nds  with  the 
Urauline  Nans  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,"  re- 
ported it  amended. 

Mr.  Llotd.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred'  the  nill  to  annet  the  towns  of  Krtterv, 
Blliot)  and  Berwick,  to  the  district  of  Portsmouth, 
reported  it  without  Mneadment ;  and,  on  his  mo- 
tion, tbe  further  consideration  thereof  was  poat^ 
poned  to  the  first  Monday  ib  Noyemher  next. 

The  amendtoents  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
layiBg  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vesseb  in  the 
poru  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  for  It  lim- 
ited time,"  having  been  reported  by  the  coinmit-^ 
tee  correctly  engrossed,  th6  bill  was  read  the  third 
time. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr<  Lbib,  it  was  agreed  to  fill 
the  blank  with  the  word  '^  ninety." 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed? it  was  determined  lUj  the  affirmative — y^i 
20,  nays  13,  ^s  follows :' 

TxAS — ^Messrs!  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutis,  Franklin, 
GaiMaid,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Varnam,  and 
Worthington. 

Naxs — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Oifei^  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Hors^  HUnter,  Lambert,- 
Lkyd,  Beed,.and  Smith  of  Maryland. 


So  it  was  Resolvedj  That  this  bill  pass  with 
atnendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  a  committee  of  two 
members  were  appointed  to  carry  the  bill  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  request  their  con- 
currence in  fhe  amendments ;  and  Messrs.  Bibb 
and  Campbell  of  Tennessee^  were  appointed  the 
committee.  - 

The  bin,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
granting  of  patents  t>f  land  according  to  the  sur- 
veys tliat  have  been  made,  and  to  erant  donation 
rights  to  certain  claimants  of  land  in  the  district 
of  Detroit,  and  for  other  purposes '*^  was  read  ihe 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  coBsider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs*  Woa- 
TBiNOTON,  ij^REOQ,  and^QooDRicfl^  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee. ' 

The  biil  from  tjie  House  of  RepreseiMattves. 
entitled  ^^  An  act  in  addition  to  the  aet^  entitled 
'An  act  to  raise  an  additional  mititarv  force,'* 
passed  January  11,  1812,"  was  read,  ana  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

After  .the  consideration  of  Executive  and  cpn^ 
fidentiai  business,  the  Senate  adjourded  td  seven 
o'clock  in  the, evening.  .,       , 

Seven  o^clock  in  the  evening. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Wilson,^'  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.   ' 

The  bill  to  enlarge' ^^he  limits  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engi'ossed,  the  third  readings  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow, 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Anderson^  to  sus- 
pend the  twelfth  rule'  for  conducting  business  in 
the  Senate,  as  it  respects  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act, entitled  ^  An  act  to  raise 
an  additional  diintary  force,'  passed  January  11, 
1812;"  and,  after  debate,  he  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion. 

On  njotion,  that  the  bill  be  npw  read  a  second 
tline  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was  Qbjected  to  as 
against  the  rule.  ' 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Bay4ro,  to  post'' 
pode  the  consideration  of  the  motion  for  the  sec- 
ond reading  of  the  bill  until  to-morrow;  audit 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Anuerson  renewed  his  motion  to  suspend 
the  twelfth  rule  for  conducting  the  business  in 
the  Senate,  as  it  respects  the  si^id  biil ;  aiid  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  15,^  nays  9, 
as  follows : 

.YsAs — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Condit,  Crawford,:  Cntts,  Tranklin,  Howell*. 
Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,'Taylor,  Turner, 
Vamum,  and  Worthington.  . 
'  Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  (Gferman,  Goodrich, 
Horsey.  Htinter,  Lloyd,  Pope,  and  Reed. 

And,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  bUl  was 
read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Oerman,  that  the  Injunc* 
tion  of  secrecy  be  tajcen  ofi*as  it  respects  the  said 
bill,  it  was  deternkined  in  the  negative — y^as  13, 
nays  13,  as  follows: 
N   YxAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Condit,  Crawford,  Dana, 
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Gaillard,  Germao,  Goodrich,  Honey^  Hunter,  Llpyd, 
PoDe,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  New  York. 

Wats — Messrs.  Anderson,  BibT),  Campbell  of  Ten- 
neeiee,  Cotts^  Franklin,  Howell,  Leib,  llobmson,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  ahd  Worthington. 

After  the  consideratioo^f  Executive  aud  con- 
fidential business,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Sjltdbdat,  April  4. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbsi^l,  of  Tennessee, 
the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the 
Senate  Chliin her  closed. 

A  message  ftom  the  Hoaseof  Representatives, 
by  their  committee.  Meters.  Calbou!!  and  Wil- 
liams— Mr;  Calhoun,  chairmanr: 

Mr.  President :  The  House  of  Representatives 
concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  tt)e 
Wh  entitled  ^  An  act  laying  an  ^bargo  on  nil 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  ftnd*  barSors  of  the 
United  States,  for  a  limited  time."  The  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  having  signed 
an  enrolled' bill,  we  are  directed  to  bring  it  to  the 
Senate  for  the  sitntrtnre  of  their  President. 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  thecomnnttee,  reported  %ke 
bill  correctly  earolied.  , 

The  Prbbident  signed  the  enrolled  bill  last 
reported  to  have  been  examined,  ^nd  it  was  de- 
livered to  the  commit(^ee,  to  be  Uid  before  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Yarnum,  f^om  the  committee,  reported  that 
they,  this  day,  laid  before  the  President  of  4he 
United  Biates  the  enrolled  bill  last  mentioned, 
and  that  the  President  ba4  approved  and  signed 
the  act. 

After  the  consideration  of  Execative  and  con- 
fidential business,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Frankun, 
the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  were  opened. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial  of  Arthur  St. 
Clair,  praying  that,  in  consideration  of  services 
rendered  to  the  United  States  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  of  his  extreme  poverty,  Con- 
ffress  Would  make  some  provision  to  smooth  his 
declining  years,  and  secure  him  from  the  dread 
of  immediate  want ;  and  tlie  memorial  was  rea^, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  pr  oth^rwis'e ;  and 
Messr^.  Lbib,  Bradley,  and  Bayarp,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee.^ 

Mr.  Bhadley,  from  the  compilttee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
provision  for  certain  persons  claiming  fands  un- 
der the  several  acts  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees 
from  the  British  nrovinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,"  reported  it  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tlie  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and,  having  agreed  to  the  atpendments,  (her  Pres- 
ident reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Reed,  to  strike  out  "six," 
and  insert,  in  li^u  thereof,  **  three,",  thereby  to  re- 
duce the  term  of  militia  service,  a  divbion 


•called  for,  and  the  question  was  taken  on  strikioffr 
out,  and  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas 
12,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Condit,  Bant, 
German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Hunter,  LambefvLtoyd, 
Reed,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell  of  Tennesiee, 
Crawford,  Cutts>  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gre^ 
Howell,  Pope,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Vamum,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  lull  be  rend  a  third 
time  as  amended  1  it  was  determiued  in  the  af- 
fi^rmative^ 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
all  the  amendments  to  the  first  section,  and  agree 
to  ^11  the  other  ainendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relid*  of  the  officen 
and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  catDpaitfO  on 
the  Wabash."  " 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson, 

Ordered,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be 
taken  ofi*  respecting  so  much  of  the  confidential 
proceedings  of  theljenate  on  the  1st,  2d, and  3d 
instant,  as  relate  to  tl^e.  embargo ;  «nd  that  the 
sam^  be  published. 

Monday,  Aprils. 

Agreeably  to  the  or^erof  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed,  Us  in  Committee  of  the  Wholes  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bi|i  a^uthorizing  a  subscription 
for  the  Laws  of  the  United  States^  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Leib,  it  was  agreed  that  the  consid- 
eration thereof  be  farther  poalponed  to  the  first 
Monday  in  May  next.  ■ 

1  The.Senate  .resumed,  as  in  ComYnittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coasidecatioD  of  the  biU  to  carry  into 
efiect  the  provisions  of  thup  eighth  section  of  the 
^  Act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  provid- 
ing for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  or  the  United 
States  south  of  the  Sute  of  Tennessee  ^"  and,  on 
mption,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  it  was  refju'red  to  the 
committer  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  17th  of 
March,  the  bill,  entitled  H  An  act  to  enable  the' 
people  of  the  Missisiippi  Territory  to  form  a  eon- 
stitution  and  Sute  government,  mad^  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  ^ 
'foQiting  .with  the  original  States,"  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Rb^d,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  or- 
ganization of  a  eorps'of  artificers,"  reported  it 
amended. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of 
the  United  States  "  having  beea  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed;  the  bill  Mfas  read 
a  third  time  as  amended.  , 

Oa  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amead- 
ed  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
22,  nays  7,  as  follows : 

YiASr-XfeMn..  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Bnnt, 
Campbell  of  TtonneSiee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin, 
Gaillard,  Gregg,  HoweU,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Retd, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


193 


HISTORY  OF  CONORESS. 


194 


April,  1612. 


Proceedings, 


Sbhatk. 


BobuMon,  Smith  of  New  Yolk,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tdrner, 
Yamum,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Menrs.  Condit,  Oennan,  Giles,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Lambert,  and  SmtA  of  Maryland. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  i^^.ith 
ameDdmeDtv. 

TcTESDAT,  April  7. 

Mr«  WoRTHiif OTON,  from  the  como^ittee  ,  to 
whom  was  referred  tbebili,  eatitUd  ^  Aa  a€it  to 
authorize  the  granting  of^  patents  of  land  accord- 
ing to  the  surveirs  *th&(  have  been  made,  and  to 
^nt  dotiation  rii^ht?  to  certain  cfainiants  of  land 
10  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  for  other  purposes^" 
reported  it  without  amendment,  Ht  also  report- 
ed the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving,  further  time 
to  the  purchasers  pf  public  If  nd  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio  to  complete  their  payptieiats,''  amepded. 

Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 
the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  th^  doors  of  the 
Senate  Chamber  closed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr«  'Smitd,.  ot  Maryland,  tire 
ioiDiietion  of  secrecy,  respecting  U>e  bill,  eatilled 
''Ad  act  in  addition  to  the  acL^ntitled  'An  act  to 
raise  an  additional  military  force,'  passed  Janu- 
ary 11th,  1812,"  was  uken  off;  and  the  door?  oT 
the  Senate  Chamber  of^ned. 

On  motion,  hj  Mr.  ANDERdoif,  the  bill  was 
read  the  thjrd  time.     .       '-     , 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  <bill  pass?  i'^  was 
determined  in  the  affirmatlve-ry^as'  13,  nay^  7, 
as  fallows : 

TxAS — Messrs.  Andenon,,  Campbell,- of  Tjennessee, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Gregg,  HoW(il,  Leib,  Pppe,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Talt,  Ta;^lor,  Varniim,  and  Worthing- 
ton. / 

Nats — Messrs.  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich, .  Horsey, 
Lambert,  Reed, 'and  SmHh  of  Maryli^nd. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass.     . 


WiDXfiSDAY,  April  8. 

Tha  Senate  proceeded*^  to  consider  t^e  reso^i- 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatiyes  disbgreeiog 
to  the  ameodments  to. the  bill,  entttlad/^Aa  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  jiotdiers  ^ho 
served  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash*.'* 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Po^^  that  the  Beaate  re- 
cede from  the  amendmei^ts  disagreed  to,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative-^yeas  8,- nays  14,  as, 
fc41ows: 

Yx AS^Messis.  ^derson,  Bibb,.  6rent,  Campbell  of 
T^nneseee,  Oilman,  Lambert,  Pope,  Worthington.  . 

Nats — ^Messrs,  Bradley,  Condit,  Crawlbrd,  Gaillard', 
Goodrich,  Grogg, 'Howell,  Leib,  Lkf'd,  Reed,  firaith 
of  Maryland,  l^mith  of  New  YoHl,  Tai^  ^^  Turner. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.^LEiB.  it  was  resolved  that 
the  Senate  insist  on  the  aihendments  disagreed  to, 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infbrraed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  ^he  bill,  entitled 
*An  act  to  atrthoriza  a  detachment  from  the  mi- 
litia of  the  United  Sutes,'*  wiih  amendments ; 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

ISth  Con.  Ist  Siss.— 7 


Ther  Senate  proceeded  to.  consider  the  aiiiend* 
ments  of  the  House, of  Representatives  to  ibe 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled '"An  act  to  ao- 
thorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  o(*the 
United  States  j^  dnd  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  Sute  of 
Louisiana  pras  read  a  Uiird  time. 

On  the.  question,  Shall  this  bill  paes?  il  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  5, 
as  fullowff:  . 

Ybas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Gailkrd,  Gilea» 
Oilman,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Popsi,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  Tatt,  Taylor,  Tomeiv  li^ar- 
nam,  and  Worthington. 

NAts-^Messrs.  Dana,  Qoodrich,  Lataibert;  <Llojd» 
•and  Reed.. .      •    . 

So' it  was  Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  ami 
that  ike  titlcv  thereof  be  ''An  aot  to  eniacge  the 
limits  of  the  Sute  of  Louisiana." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  the  organization  of  a  corps  of  artificers,'' 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  Uie select, committer;  and, having  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  the  President  reported  the. bill 
40  the, House  accordinglv. 

On  the  question,  3hali  this  bill  be  vTead  a  third 
thne  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  aOir- 
mative.  ' 

.On  motion,  by  Mr.  ANOsisson.  l^e  bill,  enti- 
tled *'An  act  supplementary  to  ^An  act  m^kin^ 
nrovision  for  arming  ahd  .  eqi\ipping  the  whole 
bodvof 'the  militia  of  the  TJjiit^  Slates,^  was  ^ 
made  the  order  of,  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion^  ))y  Mr.  Qrboo,  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  gfving  further  time  to  the  purchaseraof 
public  taad  nont^west  of  the  river  Ohio  to  cooi- 
plete  thei'c  paymeols,?  was  postponed  aottl  Mon- 
day next.  ' 


I 


TfiUR8i)AT,  April  9^ 

The  amendcuents  to  th^  bill,  entitled,  '^An  act 
for  the  organisation  of  a  corps  of  artificers,''  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  th^  committee  as  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  then  reat]  a  thir4  time  as 
9mend.ed3  and,  on  mottun,  the  hill  F^samended 
by  unanimous  consent^  section  six.  line  twO)  by 
striking:out  the  fdlowiatf  i^r4s:  '^anniiklly,  dnr^ 
ing  the  continuance  of  this  act."  , 

Resdved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmenta» 

The  Presioent  comoHinicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Na- 
thaniel  Q.lhffraham  and  others,  referred  to  hini 
on  the  14th  of  February,  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  resum^d^  as,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  supplementary  to  *An  act  making  pro- 
vision for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  fajody 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  tc^rether 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee,  and  having  agreed  to  the  sev- 
eral amebdmentS)  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordinglv.  ^ 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
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time  af  amended?  it  was.  deter  mined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  Reed  gave  notice  (hat  tcnmorrow.  he  should 
adc  leave  to  oriDgjn  a  Mll'autborizing  the  Ptesi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  Jo  lease,  for  a  term  of 
ye^rs^  iny.  part  of  the  reservations 'of  the  public 
ground  in  the  City  of  Washington. 
.  Mr.'GEBMAN  gave  notice  ihat  to-morrow  he 
afaould  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  aiithoriziag 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  judge  pf  the 
district  court  for  the  district  of  New  Y^rk. 


-  Friday^ April.  10. 

Tb#  amendments  t6  the'  bill,  entitled  '^An  act 
supplementary  to  'An  act  makrtig  provision  fdr 
armintp^and  e^nipprng  the  whole  body  of  the  mi- 
litia of  the  United,  States,"  h.aTing  been  reported 
by  the  eommittee  correctly  etigros^ed,  the  bill 
WAS  read  a  third  llime  as  amended  ;  and,  bn  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Poi^,  the  btank  was  filled  with 
"^  three  hundred  thousand  "doUitrs." 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  hy  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
hill  to  incorporate  a  bink  in  the  town  of  Aifixan- 
dfia.  b)r  the  name  and  style  of  the  Mechahios' 
Bank  of  Alexabdria,  was 'made  the  order  of  Ae 
day  for  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  ai»  ib  Conormittee'  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonswieration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to >ex- 
ehange  lands  with  the  Ursuline  Nuns  of  the* city 
of  New  Orleans"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  Ji)y  the'  sfletet  committee,,  and 
hartng  agreed  to  the  amendhnents^  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  Hoiise  -aecordingly. 

On  the^iuestion,  Shall  this  bill  ber^d  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  #as  determined  in  the  affir- 
nliitif  e. 

The  Betoate  resumed  the  considetation  of  the 
motion  made  on  dhe  17th  of  March,  %y  Mr. 
.  Smith,  of  Marvlaifd,  relating  to  the  appcopiria- 
tions  made  by  the  several  acts'  passed  during  the 
present  session., and  the  motion  Was' agreed  to.. 

Mr.  Reed  asked  and*  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
ft  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  lease,  lor  a  term  of  years,  any  part  of 
the  reservations  of  public  ground-  in  t^e  City  of 
Washington ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading.  . 

Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  memorial  of  BHi- 
ffios  Fromentiaand  Allan  B.  Magtuder,  delegates 
nom  the  Convention  6f  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
aoli.citing  a  donation  to  (he  Grovernment  House, 
and  the  adjoining  lot$  and  the  m^orial  was 
read  and  referred  to  a  select  conimittee^  to  cofi- 
sider  and  report  thereon  by  bill/or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Anderson,  Greog,  and  Pope,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  German  asked  and  obtained  Tekve  to  bring 
hi  %  bill  au^horjzing  the  appointment  of  an  addi 


tional  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  district 
of  New  York;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed. 

RETURNED  BILL. 
A  message  from  the  Hous^  of  Represantatives 
Mformed  the  Senate  that  the  bill  which  pasted 


the  two  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  present  ses- 
sion,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  trial  of 
all  causes  pending  in  the  respective  district  courts 
or  the  Uniteij'  Stales,  ia  ease  of  the. absence  or 
disability  of  the  Judges  thereof,",  and  j[)resenied 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his 
approbation,  has  been  returned  bjr  the  President 
of  the  Unixed  States,  with  the  following  objec- 
tions: 

*<B6cai|se  t^  additional  senrioes  imposed  bjtfae 
biM  on  the  justices  of  the.  Supreme  Court  of  ths  Uni- 
t^  .Qtate^  are  to  be  jieribnned  by  them  rather  in  the 
quality  ofdther  jndges  of  other  courts^  namely,  judgei 
of  the  district  courts,  than  in  the  quality  of  justices  of 
die  Supreme  Court.  They  are'  to  hold  the-said  district 
eonrts,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  acts  relatiiig  to  the 
said  courts  .which  are  by  law  required  of  the  district 
judges^  The  bill,  therefore,  ▼irtnally  appoints,  fortht 
time,  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  other  dis- 
tinct offices,  to  which,  if  compatible  with  their  origiDsl 
offices)  they  ought  tp  be  appointed  by'  another  than 
the  legislatiTe  authority,  in  pursuance  of  legislatite 
provisions  authorising  the  appointments. 

.  ^  Becaiisi)  the  appeal  alloW^  by  kw  from  the  decif- 
io»pf  {he  Strict  courts  to  the  circuit  oouits,  while  it 
corroborates  the  constrtiction  which  regards  a  judge 
of  the  on^<  court,  as  clothed  with  a  new  officei  by  be- 
ihg  constituted  a  judge  of  the  other,  submits  for  cor- 
rection erroneous  judgment^,  not  to  superior  er  other 
judges,  but  to  the  enang  individi^al  himseli;  siting  si 
sole  judge  in  the  appellate  court 

^  Because  the  additional  services  to  he  reqnired 
may,  by  distances  of  place,  and  by  the  casualties  con- 
templated by  the  bHl,  become  disproportionate  ^  the 
strength  'and  health  of  the  justices  who  are  to  perform 
them,  th^  additional  services  being,' moreover,  entitled 
to  iiO  additional  qompensation,  nor  the  additional  ex- 
penses incurred,  to  reimbufsement.  In  this  view,  the 
^iU  appeam  to  be  contrary  Sp  equi^,  as  well  as  a  pre- 
cedent fer  modiUcdtions  and  extensions,  of  judicial  ser- 
vices, encroaching  on'tt^e  Constitutional  tenure' of  ju- 
dicial offices. 

**  Because,  by  referring  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  qutetions  of  disability  in  the  di^rict  judges, 
and  of  the  unreasoQaMenees  of  delaying  the  suits  or 
cauJkes  pending  in  the  district  courts,  and  leaviag  it 
With,  him'  la  such  oases  to  require  the  justices  of  the 
Supreme  Qourt  to  peiform  additional  aervk^  the  hitt 
introduces  an  unsuitable  relation  of  members  of  tl^ 
judiciary.. department'  to  a  discretianary  authoritjr  oC 
the  Executive  depsxtmeiit, 

^  ,  •-JAMES  MADISON.*' 

.  And  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  the 
bill  originated,  have  taken  the  question  •m  the 
Constitutional  ^y,  mod  have  resolved  that  ^is 
bill  do  not  pass* 

The  Hoese  of  Representatives  reoede  from 
their  disagreen^nt  to  the  amendnients  of  tbe^ 
Senate  to  the  first  setetioa  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aft 
aet  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
served  ia  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabafth^"  in- 
sisted on  by  the  Senate. 

'  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act.  pro* 
vidin^  for  the' government  of  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana,"  in  whtoh  bill  they  request  the  con* 
currence  of  the  Senate. 

And  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  ontil 
Monday. 
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Monday,  April  13. 

Tbe  bt|i  from  th^  House  of  Represeoiatives, 
entitled  ^Ai|  act  protiding  for  the  goverDinebt  of 
the  Territory  of  Loaisinii^,"  wa8>ead,and  passed. 

Tbe  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
aiit|M>rize  the  Secretary  of  WaV  to  exchange 
lands  with  the  Ursaline  Nuns  of  the  city  of  N^tir 
Orleans,"  having  been  reportecl  by  th^  con^mittee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended ;  and;  on  motion,  by  Mr.  QitEGp,  was 
farther  amended  by  Unanimous  consent. 

Reeved,  That  thiir  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Wiliiapi  Patterson  and  Sons,  and  a  num- 
ber of  others,  merchants,  of  the  city  of  Biihimore, 
praying  a  suspension  of  tbe  non-importation  act, 
ora  partial  modification  tberedf,  fbr  reasons  therein. 
stated  at  large ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

A  message  fcom^t he  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the. Senate  that  the, House  have  passed 
a  joint  resolution  appointing  a  committee  on  their 
party  to  join  such  committee  as  the  Senate  may 
appoint,  to  consider  and  report  what  bu3iness  de- 
mands the  immediate  a.ttention  of  Congress,  and 
whether  a  recess  be  compatible'  with  nie  public 
interest,  and  the  term' of  such  recess;  in  whrch 
resolution  ;bey  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

Thf  joint  resolutipn  last  mentioned  was  read, 
aad  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  ANOERSQNyrfrpm  the  committee  to.wbom 
was  referred,  on  the*  10th. instant,  the  joienlorial 
of  the  delegates  from  the  Convention  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  reported  a  bill  granting  .to  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of*Louisiana,^(or  the  tlm^ 
being,  and  his  sucScessors  in  office,  a  lot  pf  ground, 
and  the  buildings  thereon,  in  the  city  of  New 
Otlearts,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill  authorizipgtheappbintmant  of  an  ad- 
ditional iudge  of  4he  district  court  of  the  district 
of  New  York  was  .read  the>second  time. 

The  bin  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  finy  part 
of  tbe  reservations  of  public  ground  in  .the  City 
of  Washington,  was  read  the  second  time^  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee^  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  r^nd  Nf^sscs.  Rbco^  Brcnt,  and' 
GiLHAN,  were  appoiated  the  commUtee.'. 

A  message  from  the  Hoas^  pf  •Representatives 
iaforoiad^the  Senate  that  the  Hpuie  have  passed 
a  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  aa.tberize  the  Se4;riUry' 
of  thie  Treasury  to  purchase  or  lease  tbe  old  eity 
baU  ia  th^  'city  of  New  York  \  in  which  bill  th^y 
reoaest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senatf.  ., 

The  bill,  last  ^bentioaedvas  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reftding. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradlby,  the  bill,  ^entitfed 
^An  act  concerning  the  Levy  Court  in  th^  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  liras 
Made  the  order  of  the  day  fof  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  t^wo. 
of  Alczaodria,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Me- 
chaoics'  Bank  of  Alezandfla,  together  with  the 


amendments^eported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee; and  having  agreed  to  the  amendroentS| 
the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly.* 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined iiV  tbe  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the- bill,  entitled  "An>act  giving  further 
time  to  the  piirchaseits  of  public  land  northwest 
of  the  riv^r  Ohio  to  complete  their  payments," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto, 
by  the  select  committee ;  and  having  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  tbe  President  reported  the  bill 
to  Uie  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  l>e  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making  provi- 
sion for  certain  persons  claiming  lands  under  the 
sevieral  acts  for  toe  relief  of  the  refugees  from  th^ 
British  provinces  pfCanada- and  Nova  Scotia," 
together  with  the  amendments  reportjed  thereto 
by  tbe  select  committee  \  and  huving  agreed 'to 
the  amendnients,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  thir'd 
time  as  amended  ?  jt  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative.   J  *  .       . 

Tdesday,  At>ril  14.. 

M]f*  Aniderson",  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and 
William  Streshly,  reported  It  without  amend* 
ment.    •     ' 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
joint  resolution  brotijght  up  yesterday  in  relation 
to  a  recess ;  and  tbe  further  CQn^ideratioi^  thereof 
was  postponed  until' Monday  next. 

Th^  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  providing  for  the 
government  of,  tbe  Territory,  of  Lonisiana,"  was 
read  thfe  $ecK)nd'  time,  and  i^eferred  to  a  select 
conniittee,-toTonsist  of  five  members,. to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Worthinctton. 
BiBB,  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  ana 
QooDRiGB^  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  biH  granting  to  tbe  Governof  of  tbe  State 
of  Louisiana^  for  the  time  being,  and  his  successors 
in  office^  a  lot  of  ground.and  the  buildings  thereon, 
in  the  city  of.  New  prfbans,  was  read  the  seeond 
time.  .  '     '  ,      * 

The  amendments  to  the  bill^  entitled  "An  act 
making  WQvision  for  certain  persons  claiming 
lands  unaer  the  jseveral  acts  for  the  relief  of  the 
refugees  from  the  Qritish  provinces  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia,"  having  heen  reported  by  the 
comoailtee  coirrectly  engrossed^  the  bill  was  read 
a  third-  time  as  a kn ended. 

Behloedj  That  this  bill  pass  .with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  authorize  the  8ec-> 
retary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase  or  lease  the 
old  city  hall  in  the  city  of  New  York,''  was  read 
tbe  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
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Smith,  of  Ne\f  York,  Bradley,  andGREOO,  were 
appoiDted  the  committee.       . 

Tlie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commjttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bitl,  entitled  '.^An  act  concerning  the»^ 
Levy  Court  of  the  cbufaty  of  WashipgtOn,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,'*  together  with  the  amend* 
menta  reported  by  the  select,  committee;  %i^d, 
having  agreed  thereto,  the  President  reported  itie 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  -Sbal)  ih'n  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  8s  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  a%- 
'  mative. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^' An- act 
giving  further  time  to* the  purchasers  of  public 
tand  northwest  of  the  river. Ohit>'td^  com i^ete 
their -payments,"  having  beeh  reported  by  the 
committee- correctly  ensrosseU,  the  bill  was^ead 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

Rualved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  andead- 
ments.        > 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  the  bill  author- 
izing the<«ppoiotment  of  an  additional  judfire  of 
the  district  court  of  ihe  district  of  New  York 
wf 8  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  theveon  ;  and  Mec^rs.  GteRHAii,  Qooi^* 
RICH,  and  Smith,  of  New  York,  were  appointed 
the  committee..   _  .  .     '  . 

'  On  motion,  bjr  Mr.  WoftTHiNOTON,  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  Sitates  of  the 
3d  of  February,  transmitting  a  report  af  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  containing  a  siateilient  of 
the  proceedings  undec  the  aet  to  regulate  the  lajr- 
ing  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  ip 
the  State  of  MaryJand,  to  the  State  of  Ohio^  was 
referred  to  a  select  cammittee,  tp  Consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs. 
WoRTBit^oTON,  Greog,  and  AifnERSoN,  were 
appointed  the  comcrifttee. 
•  Mr.  Bibb*  from,  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Hubbell,"  reported  it  withotK  ainend- 
ment.  ^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Compaittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  granting  of  patents  of  land  according  to  the 
aurveys  that. have  been  mkde^and  to funt  dona* 
tion  rights  to  Certain  claii^anle  of  land  in  the 
district  of  Detroit,  $ad  for  other  purposes ;"  Jind, 
on  motion,  the  bill  was  amended,  and  ihe'Prasi- 
dent  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this. bill  &e  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deierihined  in'  the  af- 
firoMitive. 

'  Ifr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion  (ot 
consideration: 

'  Ru0kf€dy  That  it  is  proper  by  laV  to'estabUsh  reg- 
ulations applicable  to  caaes  of  marqhaBt  vettels  per* 
mhted  to  be  armed  Uk  defenea  in  >royagta  whM^  may 
be  allowed  to  foreign'  ports  or  places ;  and  therein  to 
provide  for  furnishing. letters  of  permijBsion,  or  other 
documentary  evidence,  as  may  be  proper  in  any  tnch 
oase  to  manifest  the  defensive  character  of  the  a^ttfr* 
mant;  and;  also,  to  re^oire  securities  for  the  veaselii; 
and  the^  commanders,  respectively,  that  thev  shall  not 
proceed  to  any  port  knoWn  to  be  actually  blockaded, 
nor  carry  contraband  articles  to  the  dominions  of  any 


Power  enaag^  in  war  against  such  as  may  be  at  peace 
with  the  United  States,  nor  violate  the  laws  or  tcpatiae 
of  the  UpiM  Btates,  or  the  rules  of  public  law  by  tlie 
United  States  acknowledged,  but  ^  will  observe  the  in- 
stroctions  which  may  be*  given  by  the  President  of  the 
United  8^tes  f^r  preventing  any  such  vioUtioDft  and 
that  satisfmction  shall  be  made  for  all  damages' and  in- 
jaries,  if  any  should  be  committed  in  contravention 
thereof;  provided,  that  vessele  bound  for  places  beyond 
the ,  southern  Cape  of  Africa  6r  America  shall  not  b« 
prevented  from  going  armed,'  as  has  been  usqal  in  su^ 


'  WEnN^sOAT,  April  15. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  «  bank  ia  the  town  of 
Ale^ndria,  Jby  the  njime  and  style  of  the  Me- 
chanic§'  Qank  of  Alexandria,  haying  been  re- 
ported by  the  comm^tee  correctly  engrossed,  waa 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  net 
to  authorize  the  granting  of  patents  of  land  ne- 
cording  to  the  surveys  that  jiiave  been  made,  nnd 
to  grant  donation  riehts  to .  certain  claimants  of 
land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," ha  vingj  been  repoYted  by  the  cojmmrttee 
correctly,  engrossed,  t^ie  bill  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  amendniients  to  ihe  bill,  entitled  ^An,  act 
concerning  the  Levy  Court  of  the  countr  of 
Wkshiogton,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,'*  hav- 
ing been  reported,  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed^ the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,' and  passed  with  amendment^:. 
'.  Mr.  Lefb  presented  the  memorial  of  Alexander 
Henry,  and  a  number  of  others,  merchants,  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  prayipg  a  suspension  of 
the  non-im porta tipn  aet,  or  a  modification  thereof, 
for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  whioh 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consist  of  fivie  meidbers^  to  consider  nnd  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwiad;  and  Messrs.  Lbib, 
BrBB,  CampbEi^l,  of  Tennessee^  Llotd,  and  Tay- 
lor, were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  jnoiion,  b^  Mr.  SMita,  of  Marylai/d,  the 
memorial  of  William  Patterson,  and  others,  on 
Ihe  same  subject,  presented  the  13(h  instant,  was 
referred  ro  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  denate  resumed,  aa  in 'Committee  6f  the 
Whole,  the'todsideration  of  the  bill- 'for  the  relief 
of  Thorads  and  WilHam  Streshly;  and,  on  the 
qtiestion.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  r«ad  a 
third  time?  it  was  deterfninad  in  the  affirmatire. 

The  Senate- Resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
l^hole,  the  consideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^Aq 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  HubM;"  aiicl  it 
was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  granting  to  the  QOvernor  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana;  for  the  tilne  being,  and  his 
sufcessors  in  office,  a  lotof  jrroiiod,and  tne  baild- 
ings  thereon^  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans;  aod, 
on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?  it  wasr  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

,  A  message  from  tl^e  House  of  Representiiti  ves 
informed  the  Sraate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
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ameBdntenu  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  eotitled 
"Ao  act  for  th,e  orffaoizatioa  of  a  corps  of.  arti£- 
ears,'^  with  amendiDenls,  Iq  which  they  request 
the  coneorpeDce  of  the  Seoate.  They  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *^  Ao  act  for  ascertainiog  the  titles 
and  claims  to  laods  ia  that  part  of  Louisiana 
which  lies  east  of  the  river  Mississippi  and  island 
of  New  Orleans  f^  iir  which  bill  t{iey  request  th^ 
concur rencf  of  the  Senate.. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to' consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  RqpresenUtires  to  their 
ameodments  ^o  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the 
organization  of  a  corps  of  artificers ;"  and  con- 
curred therein. 

The  bill  last  hrousht  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideiration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  by  Mt,  Dana,  and  it  was 
agreed. to;  and,  on  his  motion,  referrec)  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  fire  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Dana,  Smitet,  of  Maryland,  Taylor, 
Hdntes,  and  Lloyo,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. - 

The  President  communicated  the*  report  of 
the  Secretary  for. the  Department  of  Treasury, 
made  in  ponformitjr  with  the  resqldtioa  of  the 
Senate  of  the  10th  iniitant,  relating  tolhe  appro- 
priations made  by  the  sereraL  act^  passed  during, 
the  present  session;  and  t)ie  report  waa  rec^d.  «nd 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senftte. 


TquRSDAY,  April  16. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  snhjeei -was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Reuben  Saunders  aad  his  securities; 
and  the  biU  wa»  read,  aad  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  the 
titles  mnd  ciaidrts  loiaads  in  that-  part  of  Louis- 
iana which  lies  east  of  the  riv«r  Mississippi  and 
inland  of  New  Orleans,"  was  read  ^he  second 
time,  and  referred  lo  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider aad  report  therean ;  and  Messrs.  Ghtsob, 
Tait,  and  Worthinqton,  were  appointed  the 
committee. ,     - .  >  .    • 

The  bill  from  the  Hoots  of  Repriesentattres, 
entitled  *<An  act  for  the*re&ief  of  William  Hub- 
beJI,''  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paased. 

The  btU  for  tho relief  of  Thomas  and  William 
Stresbly,  hMring'beep  reported  by  the  cotnmit- 
tee  correctly  eagh>ssed,  was-,  read  a\  third  time. 
and  pnseed. 

A  menage  fr^sm  the  JEIousa  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  ba?e  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  further  to  amend  the 
charter  of  the  Gity  of  Wasbington  ;":a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  continpe  in  forc^,  for  a  limited 
time,  an  act,  enticed  *Ad  aet  cootinuinff,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment thereip  mentioned  f  alsp,  a  bill^  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Aaron  Greely ;"  in.whicb 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  b^llslast  brought  up  for  concnrrence 
were  read,  and  passed*    ... 


The.  bill,  eotitled  '^  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Aaron  Grsely,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent ;  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  sonsider  and  report  tbereon  ;  and  Messrs. 
Grego,  Worth ington,  and  Varnum,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  for  the  time  being,  and  his  succes- 
sors in  office,  a  lot  of  ffrouqd,  and  the  buildings 
thereon.  In  the  city  of  T^ew  Orleans,  having  been 
reported  by  the*  committee  correctly  engrossedj 
was  read  a  third  tiipe.  and  passed. 

FfeiRAY,  April  17. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  was  removed  respecting  the  proceedings 
on  the  "Act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  specie, 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  for  a  limitea 
lime."  '      ' 

.[  Tke  proceediiiga  are  OBfolhV) ;] 

Thursday,  April  9, 1812/ 

The^fbllowing  confidential  message  was  re- 
cdved  from,  the  Hoiise  of  Representatives,  by 
their  committee,  Mr.  Smilib  and  Mr.  Plear- 
ants;  Mr.  Smilie  chairman: 

Afr.  PresiderU :  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *;An  act  to  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  specie,  goods,  wares,  and  mer* 
cbandise,  fbr  a  limited  time ;"  in  which  bill.th^y 
ask  the  coiMsnrrence  of  j he  Senate. 

The  iMll  wa^  read,  anil,  on  motion,  by  Vif, 
Camp'rbl^  of  Tennessee,  that- the  biU  be  now 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  it 
was  objected  to  asbgaiost  tne  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  \fi  a  second  reading. 

.  Fri  PA Yy  April  10, 
Tii.e  bill  from  the  House  of  Representative 
entitled  ^' An  act  t^' prohibit  the  exporution  of 
specie,  goods,  lyares,  and  merohandise,i  for  a  lim- 
ited time,"'. was  read  the  secpnd  tib^e.  and^refei^red' 
to  a  aelect  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on;  and  Messrs.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, Brad- 
ley, and  Tayi^or,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
'   Mr.  CampbEix.  of  Tennessee,  from  the  con^ 
mitlee;  reported  the  bill  last  mentioned  with  an 
amendment, .  Wheceupon,  the  bill  was  resumed, 
and  considered  as  in  Cqmmittee  of  the  Whole, 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  cgmmiitee;  and  having  agreed  to  the 
ameodme^i,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  motion^  b^  Mr.  Goobrich,  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow, and  that  it  be  printed  under  an  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  it  was 
determined  iq  the  negative. 

On  ^he  question.  Shall  the  bill  pass  to  the  third 
reading  mi -amended?  it  was  determine^  19  the 
affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

Yxast— Messrs.  Anderson,  Btbb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crswfor4«  Gaillard,  Gregg,  How«> 
ell,  Leib,  Pope,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Tgraer,and  Vamun^. 
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Naiii— "Messrs.  Bradiey,  Danv,  GermAn,  Gfles,  Gil- . 
man,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Llo^d, 
Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland.  > 

Monday,  April  13.  . 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 
the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  tne  doors, of  the 
Senate  Cha^nber  closed. 

The  amendment  to  the  confidential  \yA\,  enti' 
tlpd  "An  act  to  prohibit  theezp<)rmtioq  qf  specie," 
goods,  wares,  and  toerchindts^,  for  a  limited 
time,"  having  been  -reportea  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed^  the  bill  was  read  tiiQ  third 
time.  •  '      ^ 

*  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Baadley,  torecotnmkthe 
bill,  for  the  purpose  of  amending  the  second  sec- 
tion, it  way  determined  in.the  negative— yeas  11, 
nays  17,  as  fallows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Bradley,  Dana,  Giles,  Gilman,  Good- 
jich>  Horsey,  Hnnter,  Lambert^  Lloyd,  Reed,  and  Smith 
ofMsrylandi^ 

Nats — ^esars.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,.  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts>.GaiIlard,  Gregg, 
Howell'Leib,  Robinson;  Smllfr  of  New  York,  Tait; 
Taylor,  TurAer,  and  Varnum.  ' 

Oa  the  question,  Shall  jhis  bill  pass  as  sfmeikled.^ 
it  wfaa  determined  in  , the  affirpiative-^yeas  17, 
nays  11,  as  follows: 

YvAS-^esaxa.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Gondii,  Gii^wford,  Cults,  Gaillard,  Gregg. 
HoweM.  Leib,  ftobinisonf  Smtfh  of  New  Toik,  Tait, 
Ti^lor,  Turner*  and  Varnom. 

Nats—- Ma^rs.  Bradley,  Dana,  Oiles,  Gitman,  Good- 
rich, Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed,  and  Smith 
of  Maryland. 

So  it  was  resolVed  that  this  bill  pass  with  an 
amendmeotJ 

Ordered^  That  Messrs^  Yibnum,  and  Ander 
80N  be' a  coimnittee  to  carry  the  said  bill  to  the 
House  of  Repteseirtattves,  ahd  request  their  ton 
qurreace  in  tbe  amendments ' 

A  message  from  the  Hovse  of  AepreseAtativea, 
bjr  Messrs.  Cai^odn  and  Pipbr;  Mr.  CAtHqun 
onairman :  ,  . 

Mr,  President:  Tbe  HooseofReprtstotatives 
concur  in  thfeamfDdiBeattothebili,ei»tkled  *^An 
act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  specie^  goods, 
wares,  and  mefcbandisey  for  a  limited  l^me?' 

Tuesday^  April  14. 

Mr.  Yarnum^  from  the  committee,  reiported  that 
they  had  examined  and  foimd  duly  enrolled  |he^ 
bill,  entitled  *^An.act  to  prohibit  the  exporti^tion 
of  specie,  goods,  wa/les,  and  merchandise,  for  a 
Hmhed  time."  • 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  their  committee  for. enrolled  bills;  Ms.  Craw- 
ford ehairmao : 

Mr.  Prendent :  The  S|>eaker  of  the^Honse  of 
Representatives  bavjng  signed  an  enrolled  bill, 
the  committee  are  dfrected  to  brine  it  to  the  6eu« 
ate  for  the  signature  of  their  President.,.  * 

The  President  signed  the' enrolled  bill  last  re- 
ported to  have  been  examined,  «Qd  it  was  deliv-. 


ered  to  the  committee  to  be  laid  before  the  Preai- 
df  nt  of  the  United"  Sutes. 

Mr.  Varmum.  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  laid  the  enrolled  bill,  last  mentioned, 
l)efore  the  President  of  Oie  United  States. 

[Endvf  confidential  procee^n^B,'] 

•  Mr,  Qrego,  from  the  committee  to  wbomr  was 
yesterday  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Aaron  Greely,'*  reported  it  without 
amendmjBdt.  -  "^ 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  tliird  reading. 

Mr.  GerbIan^  from  the.cororraittee  to  whom       , 
was  referred  on  the  14th  iostan't,  the  bill  author- 
izing the  appointment  of  an  additional  Judse  of       , 
the  disarict  court  of  the  district  of  New  York,  re- 
ported it  amended;  '  , 

Mr.  Grxjoq,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was       i 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  contiime  in       i 
force  'An  'act  to. provide  for  .persons  w(io  Were 
disabled  by  koown  WiOund?  received  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported 
icameqded. 

He  also  reported,  from  the  eomtniitce  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  the  bill,  entitled  *,^Aa 
act  fbras<;ertaining  the  tUles  and  claims  to  lands 
In  tbat  \Ax^  of  Louisiana  which  l^es  .east  of  the 
river  Missis^ppi  jlad  island  of  New  Orleans," 
without  amendment. 

The  bill,  an  titled  'An  fu^tfuaher  to  amend  the 
charter  of  the  City  of  Washington."  was  read  the 
Seconal  time,  and.  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  andt^port  thereon,  and- Messrs.  Brent, 
Dana,  and  HtNTSK,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  for  the  r^ief  of 'Reobenr  Saimdeffa  aod 
hfs  secorities,  wpA  read  the  sceoiid  time. 

•  Mr.  SwTa,  ofNew  YorL  firom  tfae^ommittee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bilL  entitled  ^^Aaaet 
to  authorize  the  deoretar^  of  tm  Treasuiy  to 
purchase  or  lease  the-old  city  haH,  iti  the  city  of 
New  Yorkf"  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  WoRTBiHdTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  the  Messaffe  of  the  Presides  t  of  th^  UDited 
States,  of  the  2A  March,  respeeitinf  the  proceed incs 
under  the  aot  to  regulate  the  laytog  o\x\  and  mal- 
iBg  a  joad  .from  CtHnberfand,  in  Maty  laud,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  Was  refecrH,  reported  a  bill  in  ad- 
.ditKNi  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  layiog  out  aii4 
making  a  road  fr6m  Cumberland,  ia  the  State  of 
MaYyland.  to  the  State  of  Ohio ;  and  the  bili  was 
kead,  and  passed  to  the  seeoad  readiog. 

The  Wi^>btitled.-^Ad  act  to  contmueaa  foree 
for  a  limited  time,  an  act,  eutitled  ^Au,  aet  coo- 
tiauiog,.for  n  limited  time,  the  salari^  of  the  of- 
ficers of  Gbveroment,  therein  inentioned,"  was 
read  the 'second  time^ 

MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 
Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  was  re- 
ferred, Dn  the  17th  of  Match,  the  bill,  emitled 
"An  act  to  enable  the  pedple  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  to  fortu  a  cot^stittitioa  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admii^ion  of  such  State  into 
theUnioaouan  equal  footing  vyith  the  original 
Sutes ;"  and  on  the  6th  instant,  the  bill  to  carry 
into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of 
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Cbe  ftet  regulatiog  the  graDts  of  land,  and  provid* 
log  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  p\  the*  ubited 
Slates  south  of  the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  reported 
that  the  said  bills  be  severally  postponed .  to  the 
first  Monday  iii  December  next. 
.  The  report  is  as  folk)ws"i         '  ,       ^    " 

Tb^t  in  considering  the  subject  referred  to  them, 
tbej  couTd  not  avoid  being  struck  with  ^the  imnlense 
mait  of  the  Tenitoiy  proposed  to  be  erected  into  a  State, 
a  size  disproportionate  to  the  size  of  any  -of  the  largest 
States  which  no^if  compose  our  confederation. 

It  embraces,  in  its  4)re8ent  form,  and  without  any 
extension,  to'  the  Golf  of  ftf  exico,  (as  is  proposed  in  the 
bill  referred  to  us,)  nearly  six  and  a  half  de'gprees  ofgeo- 
graphieal  longitude,  and  fotir  entire  degrees  of  latitude, 
and  sJbrds  an' am  of  twice  the  ii^ace  of  the  State  of 
PtennsylTania.  ' 

Your  conuniftee  are  strchngly  inpresaed  witly  the 
pm^piiety  and  expediency  of  dividing  the  said  Teirntory, 
ao  as  to  fbrm  m  the  same  two  States,  wbtonevar  the 
pepoifttion,  within  the  limits  of  each  seotion,  sh|dl  ren- 
der it  just  and  piroper;  and  they  respectfully,  submit  to 
•the  Senate  the  following  divisional  line,  between  the 
waetai|a  and  eastern,  sectiona  of  the  said  Territory,  viz : 
m  the  MoIhIo  river,  to  the  poiql  nearest  its  source, 
wnich  fdWm  on  the  eleventh  .degree  of  west  longitude' 
lirom  the  City  of  Washington;  thence  a  course  due 
north  antil  the  line  intorseeta  the  waters  of  Bear  credL ; 
theace  down  the  said  creek  to  its  confluence  with  the_ 
Tennesson  river ;  thence  down  the  said  river  to  the 
liOTthem  boondaiy  tine  of  the  said  Territory..  By  a 
^view  of  the  niap  of  this  country  it  win  appear,  that  the 
above  <fivisioAar  line  wiQ  divide  the  Territory  into  nearljr 
tsvo  equal  parts,  and  it  has,  for  th^  moat  part,  a  delinea- 
tioii  by  aatnre.  '     * 

By  tha  M  saetion  of  the  Ist  artide  of  the'treaty  of 
asSMiSB  froai  the  Stole  of  Gaoigia  the  United  States 
are  heaad  to  erect  the  said  Terrs6>ry  into  ope  State. 
It  has,  however*  been  suggested  that  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia woald  not,  upoaa  pn^  repreaeatatton,  withhold 
iaar  caneent  to  tha  proposed  division.., 

Toftke  end,  t)ierefore,  that  an  opportunity  m^  be 
afSwded  to  the  State  of -Georgia  te  express  this  .con  sei^ 
by  a  legialativ^  act  of,  the  sahi.State)  as  they  shall  think 
pw>per»  yoor  committee  recommend  that  the  said  bill 
shall  bo  postponed  to  the  £rst  Monday  in  JDecember 
next.  .    '    * 

^  The  oommitteer  further  recommend  that  the  bill  ^*  to , 
earry  into  efiect  the  provislbns  4>f  the  eighth  section  of 
the  act  regulating  the  flprants  of  land,  and  provijding  fbr 
the  disposal  of  ^e  lands  of  the  United  Sutes  south  <of 
^e  Stole  of  Tennesae^*'  vrMch  was  alao  referred  to 
^aaid  eommittee,  be  porft^ned,  to  the  first  Bfonday  in 
December  next. 

Moil  DAT,  April  20.  '' 

A  Message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
iBformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  eoMtled  ^An  act  to  aher  and  establish  eer- 
Uin  post  roada;"  aUo^  a  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act 
anthoriziofl:  the  departure  of  ships  and  vessels 
from  the  porta  and  harbors  oL^he  Unitad  States, 
in  certain  cases  j;^  ia  which  bills  they  r^uest  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate*        ^ 

DBATfi  OF  THE  VICE  PRB8I0ENT. 

The  President  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows: 


<'  GximsKxir :  Upon  rae  devolves  the  painful  duty 
of  enouncing  to  the  Senate  the  death  of  our  venerable 
fetlew-cttizen,  Geobox  CLiirToir,  Vice  Presideht  ot 
the  United  States.  .       .       *  . 

*'  By  this  afflictive  dispensation  of  Divine  Providenee 
the  ^nate  is  deprived  of  a  Preudent  rendered  dear  to 
each  of  its  members  by  the  dignity  and  impartiality  with 
which  he  haa  so  long  presided  over  their  deliberations ; 
and  the  nation  bereaved  of  one  of  the  brightest  lumi- 
naries of  its  glorions  Revolution.'' 

The  Senate  beine  inform^  of  the  decease  of 
tbeirvdistiais^uished  ^llow-citizen,  Gborg(b  Cur- 
ton,  Vice  President  of  the  Unued  States,^ do 
/  Beiolvef  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  joint- 
ly, with  such  as  may  he'  appointed-  on  the  part  of 
the  Housjeof  Representatives,  to  consider  andTe- 
port  measurea-  proper .  to  manifest  the  pnbiie  re- 
^spect  for  the  memdry  of  the  deceased^aad  expres- 
sive of  the  deep  regret  of  the  Congress  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States  on  the  loss  of  a.citizen  so  bigbly  re- 
spected aad  revered.  ; 

Ordered,  That  Messrs. .  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  SIrrman,  Oilman,  and 
JBradlit^  be  the  committee.  •  - 

'    OjxUred,  That.the- Secretary  carry  thia  reao- 
Ultion  to  tho  House  of  Eepresentati  ves.    , 

A  message  frt)m  the  House  of  Rei>reseDtati?€s 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hons^  concur  in  the 
resolutioiiofthe^  Senate  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint d9m«ittee  ^^  to eoaaider  and. report  meaatves 
proper  to  manifest  the  pdblic  rMeeC  for  the 
mecQDry  of  the  Vice  President  ot  <he  United 
Stotes,^  deceased,  and  have  appointed  a  cooiaiit- 
t^  on  their  part. 

■  TuESDAr^  AprillU • 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  o/  New  YbriL 
Resqlvedtmaninumsly^  That,  from  an  unfei^ed 
respect  to  the  late  George  Clinton,  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  President  of  the 
Senate.  theOhair  of  the  President  of  the  Senate 
be  shrouded  trith  black  during  the  present aCssion ; 
aDd,;as  a  further  testimony  Qfraspect  for  thetneoa- 
ory  of  the  deceased)  the  membcnrs  of  Ihe  Senate 
wnl  go  into  mourning  and  wear  a  black  crape 
round  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days;  . 

Wronespat,  April  32, 

The  hill  in  addition  to  the  "Act  te  regulata  the 
laying  oat  and  opening  a  road  from  Cumberlaad, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio," 
was  read  the  second  time.' 

Mr.  ^cith,  of  Ntaryland,  preaented  the  memo- 


rial of  Peter  Hoffman,  junior,  ac^d-  others, 
chants,  of  tEe  city  of  Baltimore,  stating  that  their 
ship  WiUiam,  on  the  last  day  of  March  laat,  re- 
ceived a  deaiiinc^'for  a  voyage  to  Cadiz,  and  on 
the  day  following  sailed  from  .the  port  of  Balti- 
mhre,  jirevioua  to  the  Mesaa^  of  the  Ptreaideotof 
the  United  States  recommending  an  embar^; 
that  the  vessel  proceeded  on  her  voyage,  and, 
while  on  the  high  seas,,  was  met  bya  tevenaeettt- 
teri  and  brought  hack  to  the  port  of  .Baltimore; 
and.  praving  permiaaion  for  the  said  veaad  te  de- 
part and  purau^  hef  contempbtted  ▼eyage ;  atd 
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the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
Bibb,  and  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  were  appoin^t- 
ed  the  committee. 

The  two  bills  brought  up  on  the  20ih  inst.  for 
concurrence  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  origiinal  States;  also,  the  bill  to  carry 
imo  effect  the  provifions  of  the  eighth  section  of 
the  act  regulating  the  grant's  of  land,  and  provid- 
ing lor  ttie  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  ;  and,  in 
conformity  thereto, 

Resolved^  That  the  first-mentioned  bill  be  post- 
poned to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Resolved,  aisOy  That  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect 
the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  reg- 
ulating the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  be.  pbstponed'to  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
ttct  to  continue  in  force  *An  act  to  provide  for 
persons  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  together  with  the  amendments  report- 
ed thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and,  having 
agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  7  it  was  determined  in  the  af< 
firmative. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  .relief  of 
Aaron  Greely,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
joint  resolution  brought  up  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  on  the  subject  of  a  recess. 

On  motion,  hy  Mr.  Worthii^gton,  to  strike 
out  a  part  of  the  resolution  for  the  purpose  of 
amendment^  a  division  was  calkd  for;  and,  on 
the  question  to  strike  out,  the  votes  being  equal, 
the  President  determined  it  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  th^  Seirate  concur  in  the  joint 
resolution. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bradley,  Re|:d,  Wor- 
TBiNGTow,  Goodrich,  and  Lloyd;  be  the  com: 
mittee. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presettted  the  petition  of  Ezra  Wes- 
ton aQd  Son,  of  Duxbury,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, praying  indemnification  for  a  vessel  and 
cargo,  fitted  out  in  reliance  oA  the  proclandation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  2d  No- 
vember, 1:810,  that  the  decrees  of  France,  .violat- 
ing neathal  commeroe,  were  revoked,  ahd  which 
Tessei  and  cargo  were  captured  oii  the  23d  Janu- 
ary last,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  voyage, from 
Bostoi^  to  Oporto,  in  Portfigal^  by  two  French 


frigates,  and  burnt  by  the  orders  of  their  com- 
manding officer ;  which  frigates,  they  were  in- 
formed by  one  of  the  officers,  were  fitted  out  for 
the  express  purpose  of  destroying  all  American 
vessels  bound  to  any  part  of  Spain  or  Portugal  in 
the  possession  of  the  enemies  of  France  ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary 
for  the  Department  of  Slate,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  ascertaining  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands 
in  that  part  of  Louisiana  which  lies  east  of  the 
river  Mississippi  and  island  of  New  Orleans;" 
and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  appoiatment  of  an  additional  judge  of  the 
district  court  of  the  disiriet  of  New  York,  toge- 
ther with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  a^  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reuben  Saunders 
and  his  securities;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  titael  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Qommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  continuing,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  Governmeat 
therein  mentioned  ;''  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  German  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Selden  and  others,  citizen's  of  the  State  of  Now 
York,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  Portland  harbors  Of  the  United  States,  for  a 
limited  time,"  passed  the  4th  of  Aprif,  1812,  ora 
modification  thereof,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  hi 
the  memorial ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  German  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
Conklin  and  Pierspn,  and  others,  merchants,, of 
the  city  of  New  York,  praying  a  suspension  of 
the  non-importation  act,  or  a  modification  thereof, 
for  reasons  statedat  large  in  the  memorial;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  tp  .whop 
was  referred,  on  the  15th  instant,  the  memorial 
of  Alexander  Henry  and  others,  merchants,  of 
Philadelphia,  to'  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  CuTTS  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Gbddard,  and  others,  citizens  oT  Portsmouth^  m 
the  State  of  Nfew  Hampshire,  and  its  yfcinity, 
praying  a  repeal  of  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  act  prC- 
hibiting  the  importation  of  goods,  warea^  and 
merchandise,  from  Great  Britain,"  for  Reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  tnentiooed,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  (fr  otherwise. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
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tJie  subject  xeported  id  part,  a  bill  coD^eroiDar 
merchaot  tesseis  armed  for  uefeoce,  and  the  Mil 
vt.«  read,  and  passed  to  ibe  second  reading. 
Tbe  followiDg  Message  was  received  from  the 

PtESIDBlfJ  OF  THE  UnITED  StATCS  I 

7b  the  Senate  and  Hou$e  of     ^ 

Rqn^senmives  of  ike  UnUed  States  .- 

Among  the  incidents  to  the  unexampled  inciease 
and  expanding  inttrcstg  of  the  American  nation,  under 
^  fostering  indo'ence  of  free  constitutions  and  jost 
kwa,  haa  bMn  a  corfesponding  accumulation  of  duties 
ia  the  aeveral  departments  of 'the  Government;  and 
diia  has  been  n^cessarii/  the  greater  in  consequence 
sf  tbe  pecniiar  state  of  oor  foreigri  relations,  and  the 
connexion  of  these  with  our  internal  Administration. 

Tbe  extensile  and  multiplied .  preparations  into 
whkh  the  United  States  are  at  (ength  drivei^  for  main- 
taining their  Tiolated  rights,  have  caused  this  aug-' 
mentation  of  business  to  press  on  tbe  Department  of 
War  particularly,  with  a  weight  disproportionate  to 
the  powers  of  any  single  officer,  with  no  other  aids 
than  ate  a«ithorized<  by  existing  lawsf  With  a  view 
to  a  BMire  adequate  arrangeo^ent  foi^  the  essential  ob- 
jects of  that  department,  I  recommend  to  the  early 
eaassderatfen  of  Congress  a  proviaion  for  two  fubor- 
^aate  appointments  therein,  with  such  compensation 
aaaexad  as  may  be  reasonably  expected  by  cttkens  ^Uly 
^nfified  for  the  impoctant  fun^uns  which  may  be 
properly  aaaigned  to  them. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Apmii.  30»  1812. 

TtfURBDAT,  April  23. 
,The  amendments  to  tbe  bill,  tenfttiled  ''An  act 
to'contfnde  in  force  *  An  act  to  provide  for  per- 
aoas  who  Were  disabled  by  kntfwa  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  RevoHitioaary  war,  and  for  other 
pmpoaes,^  having  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee correctly jengrosseS,  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time  as  am  ended,' and  passed  with  amendments. 

The  bill  adthorizisg  the  appointment  of  an  ad- 
ditiooftl  jadge  of  the  district  court  of  the  district 
of  New  Vbrk,  having  been,  reported  .by  the?  con^- 
mittee  correctly  eogrossed/was  read  a  third  tioie, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reuben  Saunders  and* 
hia  secnriti^,  bu^iug  been  reported  bv  the  e6m-' 
mittee  correctly  engrossed,  w^s  read  a  third  time, 
and  pas»^. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  aher«nd  estab- 
lish certain  post  ^  ruads,^'  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  cobimittee,  to  con^ 
siat  of  &ve  members,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
ott;  apd  Messrs.  TuRNEfK>  Worti^ ington,  Greoo, 
ConiHT,  and  Lbir,  were  appointc^d  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dana^  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
tbe  aobject,  further  reported*  a' bill  respecting  as- 
soeiaciooaior  iparitime  security, and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second,  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^,  An  act  autbori^ubg  the  de- 
parture of  ships  and  vessels  from  the  ports  and 
tarbors  of  the  United  States  in  certain,  fases,*? 
was  read  the  aecond  time. 

The  bill,  ^titled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force, 
for  a  limited  tiole,,an  act,  entitled  /  An  act  con- 
tiauing,  for  a  limited  tim^,  the  salaries  of  the  offi- 


cers of  Government .  therein  mentioned,"  was 
read  a  third. time,  and  parsed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  for  ascertaining  the 
titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  that  part  of  Louisiana 
which  lies  east  of  the  river  Mississippi  and  island 
of  New  Orleans,'^  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed* 

wMr.  CAMPBteL,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  subject  of  Tennessee 
lands,  reported  a  bill  to  Authorize  the.  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  tb' Issue  grants  and  perfect  titles 
on  certain  eotnes  and  locations  of  lands  therein 
described ;  which  was  read,  and  .passed  tp  the 
s^ond  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  o(  the  bill  in  addition 
to  the  act  to  regtriate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  -fram  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Jbiary- 
land,to  the  Sti^te  of  phio.  -  '    ,     ' 

On  the  question!  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  reada  third  time?  it  watf  determinedia  the 
affirpiatiVe. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PBfcSIDEllT  0>  THB  UniTEO  StATE^  : 

To  tU  Senate  of  ike  United  Statee.-    * 
, .  I  transmit  to  the  tfenate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
8tate«  eomplving  with  their  vesolution  of  the  4th  of 
March  last.  J  AMISS  MADISON. 

Arait  ^,  1812. 

Tbe  Message  and  repoi't  tberaio  referrred  lo 
were  read. 

Friday,  April  24.  ■  / 
.  The  bill  ia  additi^.to  tb<^  act  to»  regulate'  the 
laying  ont  and  making  a  road  ifoo^  Cumberland, 
in  the  Slate  of  Ohi6,  haying  been  reported  by 
tbe  coonnittee  correctly  engrossed,  Was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motionby^r.  Wortbinoton,  tbe  Message 
of  tbe  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  22d 
instant,  recommending  provision  for  two  isnbor*  , 
dinate  appointments  in  the  War  Department^ 
was  referted  to  a  sdecC  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  WpRTBiNOTon  and 
Giles,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
.  The  bill  (o  authorize  the  Secretarv  of  the  Trea- 
sury tQ  issue  grants  and  perfect  tit(es  on  certain^ 
entries  and  locations  of  land  therein  described^ 
was  read  the  second  tinre. 

The  bill,  respecting  associations  for  maritime 
security,  was  read  the  second  time. 
*  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  reported,  from  the 
committee  to  whom  was  rc/erred  the  memorial  of 
Peter  Hoflfman,  and  others,  bwners  of  the  ship 
William: 

That  the  petitioners  state  that  the  said  ship  was 
laden  with  flour,  between  the  18^  and  27th  of  March, 
cleared  out  on  the  31st,  and  actually  sailed  on  the  Itt 
of  ApriU  on  her  intended  voyage  to  Cadiz  {  that  thejr 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  laying  an  em- 
bargo, either  while  loading  or  at  the  time  of  tho  sailing 
Of  said  ship « .that,  from  contrary  winds  and  weather, 
she  If  as  detained  in  the  Chesapeake  until  the  lOth  ot 
Aprtt,  when,  at  the  distance  of  four  leagues  ftom  Cape 
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Henry,  the  was  detained  by  the  T&r4au»  flutter  Jeff<^r-. 
aon,, and  ordered  back  to  Baltimo];e,  vrhite  she  now 
lies ;  alt  which  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
coRimittee* 

The  committee,  however^  are^  of  opinion  "^ai  the 
case  Bi  not  imch  as  ought  to  mduce  thr8enate  to  grant 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  ;-they  therefore  recommend 
that  the  petilioners  haTe  leave .  to  withdraw  theii  me- 
moiiah  ■  "      :  ;'    •       . 

The  fepoTl  was  agreed  to.      ^ 

The  Senate  tesumed.  aji  in  Cbminittee  of  the 
Whol^.  the  consideratiaii  of  tlie  bill,eDfitl^d**An 
a<;t  authodziB^  the  de^nure  of  ships  and  vessels 
from  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  VJaited  States 
In  certain  cases;"  and  i^  was  prdered  to  the  tl^ird 
reading. »  *>     ' 

A  message  from  the-Honse  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate  that  the  House  hairci  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  establishment' ctf" 
a  Gfeneral  Land  Office  in  ^he  Departinent  of  the 
Treasury/'  with  ameDdment^  i[»  which  they,  re- 
queSBt  tbe  coneu/rence  of  the  Senate.  TheHbtise 
of  Representatives  have  passed* a  bill,  etftitled 
."An  act  for  the  relief  or  John  N.  Btoal;''  in 
which  bill  they.  reqdeH  the  concurrence  of  the 
6enate.'  •  ,  -        .   •  '  ' 

The  Senate  proceeded  to' consider  the  amend- 
ments of^the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  btll, 
entitled  **An,  act  for  the  establishment  of  «  Gten-- 
«riii  Land  Office  in  the  Departmeni  of  the  Treas- 
sury ;"  and  conci^rred  therein. 

The  bill  last  brpUght  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  pasived  to  tjie  sepond  ceading. 

Mr.  BradleT;  from  the  joint  committee  of  the 
Cwo  Houses  appointed  on  the  subje<!t  of  a  recess, 
ri^ported  the'busin^ss  that.demands  the  immedhife. 
«ttention  of  Congress^  and  the  fiAlowibg  resoln* 
tion: 

Resolved,  by  the  JSeruUc  and  House  of  RepreeentO' 
ihf^  of  the.  United  States  of  America  %n  Cdngress  asr 
Mmbied,  That,  during  the  pesent  session  of  Congressj 
the  President  of  the  Senate  atad  Speaker  of  the  noiioo 
4ii  RepTMent^ves  sh^U,  on  'the  Sytjh  dt^  of  April  in- 
atant,  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  to  Monday,  Qie 
18t9l  day  of  'May  next,  then  to  meet  at  the  asme  pUce , 
In  which  the  two  Houses  are  now  sitting* 

.  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradl^V,  the  resolution 
was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consenT;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Popa, /amended,  by  s{irikin|;  but 
<he  words  '*  eighteenth  ^  of  May  next" 

On  the""  question,  Shall  this  resolution  lie  en- 

Srossed,  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  it  was 
etermined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  13, 
as  follows :  ,  '      '      ' 

lYiAs^MeasH*  Bradfey,  Condit,  Crawford,  Dana, 
<9ermaii,  Qihnan«  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Laib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  New 
iTork,.  Turner,  and  Worthingtoa. 

N As-^Messrs.  'Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campb^  4if 
Tennessee,  Gntts,  Gullard,  Giles,  Howell,  Rohinae^, 
3mith,.of  Maryland,  Tait,  Tayior,  and  Varnnm. 

Mr.  Bradley  presented  tbe  petition  of  Simeon 
Knight,  district  paymaster,  pt^iyinfi;  tobeaUowed 
one  per  centum  on  all  moneys  disbursed  by  him' 
.and  passed  to  his  credit  on  tbe'  settlement  of  his 
accounts  by  the  Accountant  of  ihe  Department 


of  War,  for  reasops  stated  a(  large  in  tbe  petition; 
which  was  r^d,  and  referred  to  tbe  Paymaster 
General  of  the  Arm 3^,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.     * 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  cominittee'to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  further  to  amend 
the  charter  of  the  City  df  Washington^"  reported 
it  frith  athendments.  which  were  cc^tisidered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  aad  ag^^reed  to ;  and  tbe 
"Presiden^'reported  the  bill  to,  the  House  accord- 
in^y. 

On  the  qOestioD.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  apiended  ?  it  was'  determ-ined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 


SAtiTRDAY,  April  25. 

iThe  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
further  to  kmend  t)ie  charter  of  the  QUy  of  Wask- 
ington/'  haviag  been  reported  by  the  commiitec 
correctly  engrossed,  th^  bill  was  r^d  a  third  tiai£ 
as  armeqded,  and  was  further  amended  by  unani- 
mous  consent. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass^  withattend- 
meiKs. '       '  '  -*  . 

Mr.  LsiB  presented  the  ^tition  of  Thomas 
Skelly,  of  the  city  Of '  Philadelphia,  merchant, 
stating  that  he  was  the  own^r  of  the  bfigantioe  . 
called  the  Meteor,  and  that  the  said  brigantioe 
was  captiKcd  by  a  British  armed  vesrtl,  white  oq 
her  return  to  the/ United  Sutes,  on  the  21st  of 
July,  1811,  nnd  illegally  condemned  in  the  Brit- 
ish High  Court  of  AdmirhUyj  and  praying  relief 
for  reasons  stated  at'  large  in  the  petition ;  which 
wns  read. 

Mr.  SniTH^of  Maryland*  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  aubject,  reported  a  bill  supple- 
mentary io  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  esiahlisn 
an  Executive  Department,  10  be  denominated  the 
Department  of  War ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,aBd 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  the 
t)etilion  of  Nathaniel  G.  Ingraham  and  others,  to- 

Sjtber  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  fbr  the 
eparfment  of  Treasury  thereon,  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  ^bd  teport  ^hereon 
by,  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Shitb  of  New 
York,  ANOERsoNj'ttnd  Greoq,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

•   The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  de- 
parture of  ;»hips  and^vess)els  fr6m  the  ports  and 
fiarb#i;s'  of  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases, 
was  read  a,  third  time,  and  passed.  ^ 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for'ihe  relief  of  John 
N.  Stoii^t,"  was  read  the  second  time. 
'  RECB88  OF  COlJiOBBSS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  o^^J^ 
resolution  for  a  recess  of  Congress  from  thc29tn 
inst.  to  the'"-^^—  dafy  of — »^next.  . 

Mr.  Pope  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  4m 
Monday  in  June.  The  most  distant  day  woald 
probably^  accommodate  the  greaten  •nom'>er  J^^ 
members ;  and  thi^  day  would  be  sufficiently  earlv 
to  take  measures  necessary  on  the  expiration  01 
the  embargo. 
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Mr.  Bra^let  moved  the  second.  Mondajr.  the 
eig^sh  day  of  June.  This  T^ould  afford  a  tittle 
more  than  fire  weeks,  which,  he  thought,  would 
be  loQfT  enough. 

Mr.  Leib  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  with  Mon- 
day the  18th  day  Of  May,  which  wouldafibrd  a 
recess  of  about  twenty  days. 

The  question  havini^  "been  put  on  Mr.  Brad- 
let's  motion  for  the  8th' June.' 

Mr.  Anderson  .said  he  had  supposed  the  day 
fixed  oponby  the  committee,  viz:  the  18th  May. 
woQld  have  been  the  day.  He  did  not  himself 
feel  cbe  necessity  of  any  adjournment ;  but,  if  it 
most  take  place,  it  o^ght  either  to  be  for  a  short 
time,  or  for  so  long  a  time  as  equally  to  accom- 
modate all.  \t  it  were  to  be  for  a  short  time,'it 
would  be  merely  for  relaxation  ;  if  for  a  lonsrer 
tiBQi^  aft  waa  now  proposed,  he  feared  it  wp^ld  be 
ceiKidered  aa  indicative  of  an  intention  to  pause 
in  the  course  of  measures  they  had  commenced,' 
aod  produce  an  impression  abroad,  among  the 
people,  whiph  was  much  to  b^  deprecated. 

Mr.  Pops  aaid  be  was  in  lavor  of  such  a  time 
betDg  fixed  on  as  sbould  accommodate  the  srreat- 
«8t  Dovibipr  of  the  members.  Ar  to  the  etfect  of 
aa  adioiimment  on  the  public  mind,  he  imasrined 
that  tbe  diffirence  between  a  recess  of  iwenty  or 
thirty  dnys  would  be  "^etj.  obimportaiit.       ^  • 

Mr.  G. '  W.  Oahipbbll  said  rt  seemed  to  him 
something  like  bribing  the  members  to  obtain 
votes,  49  talk  about  (engthening^the  time  so  as  to. 
aeeonnnodate  the  greatest  number  of  members. 
He  could  not  conceive  it  consistent  with  the 
hoaor  of  the  cojlntty  that  they  diould  decide  th^ 
question  of  adjournment  on  tne'mere  ground  of 
personal  conrenience;  bc^consider^d  the  only 
question  to  be,  whether  a  recess  would  have  a 
good  or  bad  effect  on  the  public  service.  He  had 
oa  a  former  occasion  stated, his  objection  to  this 
step,  that  it  would  produce  aji.  ill  effect  on  the 
puUir  mind.  Maiiy  misrepr^entations  haye  been 
already  made  to  induce  the  public  to  believe  you 
are  not  in  •  earnest.  ,  An  adjournment  for  any 
length-  of  time  Would  «eem  like  desertinir  our 
potts,  and  willput  the  s^al  oojhis  belief..  Under 
this  view,  he  must  vote  against  the  adjourn tnent, 
hut  the  longer  was  the  recess,  the  jvorse  would.be 
tbe  effect  on  tbe  public  mind.  He  should,  tjiere- 
fore^  ^ote  for  the  shortest  day. 

Mr.  BRADtBT  said,  Be.  could  not  see  that  the 
proposed  recess  would  be  deserting  their  posts  at 
all.  Tbe  nation  knew  that  tbe  Qoyemmeat  could 
not  go  to  war  withotrt  soldiers  ;  aad  sitting  here 
wooTd  certainly  not  restore  peace.^^  Congress  bad 
adopted  many  war  measures,  the  execution  of 
which  they  had  put  iato  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive ;  they  had  also  authorized  a  loan  of  eleven 
millioiis.  And  while  these  meAsures'were  going 
on,  coald  Congress,  by  stayii^  here  constantly, 
add  to  tbe  number  Of  men.  or  exi;>edite  the'loan  ? 
If  an  enemy  were  to  invade  us,  irithodt  any  Qov* 
emment  at  all,  they  would  be  promptly  resisted. 
But,  if  we  are  going  to  war  to  redress  grievances, 
to  revenge  injuries  received,  we  sbould  choose 
oof  own  time.     If  we  begin  war  befbre  we 


have-  an  army,  it  is  bringing  the  nation  40 
the  last  state  of  degradation,  no^  to  consider 
at  all  the  sufferings  and  losses  which  would 
be  in  such  cases  sustained.  It  would  be  a'great 
error  to  attempt  tdput'thi^  country,  by  a  forced 
vote  of  Congress,  into  war.  You  cannot  lead 
this  country  to  war  as  the  butcher  leads  bis 
flock  to  the  slaughter-house.  This  is  a  Govern- 
ment of  opinion ;  the  public  sentimetit  will  not 
be  driven^  but  must  be  followed.  Congress  have 
certainly  done  as  much  for  the  present  as  they 
can.  I  wish  to  see  the  effect  of  the  measures  they 
have  taken.  The  Executive  is  clothed  with  all 
the  necessary  powers  ta  make  preparation  for 
war ;  and  if  the  nation  will  not  abide  by  xsi  and 
support  the  measures  of  Congress,  it  is  vain  to 
say  we  ,ean  force  the  people  into  a  war.  I  be- 
lieve the  people  will  be  better  satisfied  with  a  re- 
cess thai  with  otfr 'sitting  here  from  daf  to  day 
without  doing  anything  nMiterial.  and  there  is 
nothing  material  at  this  moment  to  do.  Tbey  are 
not  irrational-;  they  know  that  Congress  iiave 
been  to  session  six  months ;  they  must  also  fore- 
see that  when  we  pome  to  war,  the  Council  of 
the  Nation  must  be  perpetually  in  session ;  they 
will,  therefore;  not  be  dts^tisfied  at  a  short  recess. 
If  war  be  actually  to  take  place  at  the  expiration 
of  the  embargo,  this.of'all  others,  is  the  time  for 
relaxation. 

Mr.  WoRTRnioTON  said,  he  was  in  hopes  that 
a  silent  vote^woald  have  been  taken  on  thisques- 
tion.-btitas  that  was  not  pepnitted,  he  would  add 
.a  remark  or  two.  He  was  sorrjr,  to  use  the  gentle- 
man's own  expression,  that  he  had  not  such  a 
bribe  to  offer  tbe  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
Campbell)  as  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  thrs 
resolution.  '  He  said  he  had  believed  that,  if  the 
shortest  jjay  proposed  should  be  taken,  the  eff<ict 
woqld  be  this:  It  cottld  not  be  expected  that 
those' gen ilemea  who  ha4  b^n  six  or  seven 
months  from  their  homes  and  families  should  r^ 
itaain  in  this  city ;  If  they  went  hom%,  many  of 
thtun  coold  not  poesfbly  return  in  twenty  days ; 
there  would,  on  the  appointed  diy,  be  no  quorum 
in  either  House,  and  they  would  have  to  adjourn 
from  day  to  day  until  a  sufficient  numher  appear- 
ed. When  th^y  spoke-  of  the  public  iaterest,  g^- 
tlemen  should  look  at  actions^  not  at  professions. 
Mr.  W.  said-  he  looked  at  'human'  naturie  as  be 
found  it;  an(|' considering,  as  regarded  himself, 
that  ten  days  at  home  would  b^  of  infinite  advan- 
tage to  his  private  concerns,'  taking  it  for  ghmted 
that  all  genilenlen  had  tbe  same  feelings  aiid  re- 
ga/ds  as  himself,  he  thought  it  a  duty  he  owed 
himself  aad  otheifs,  as  well  Zs  his  eouiitry,  to  vote 
for  a  rei^ss.  He  believed  much  greater  injury 
would  resolt  from  sitting  here  than  fromarecess. 
He  believed,  in  a  day  or  two,  Hiere  would  scarce- 
ly be  a  quorum  of  the  two  Hoaseiis  left. .  Didgen- 
tlemen  rae)in  to  take  any  great  measure  with  a 
bare  quorum  of  both  Houses  1  He4>resum0d  they 
would  not.  Therefore,  in  his  opinion,  it  would 
be  very  proper  to .  take  sueh  time  as  would  soit 
the  greater  number  of  members  of  bMh  Houses. 
But,  if  that  could  not  be  attained,  Mr.  Wi  raid  he 
would  still  vote  for  a  recess ;  for  ahhoagh  he  coatd 
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not  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  go  home) 
he  would  not  prevent  others  who  mights . 

The  question  on  the  insertion  of  the  eighth  day 
of.  June  as  the  day  of  reassembling  of  the  two 
Houses,  was  decided  as  follows  :** 

YsAi — Messrs. .  Bradl^>  Condit,  Crawford,  Dana, 
German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Lloyd;  Pope,  Heed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Turner,  and  Worthington-r-18. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bjlbb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Cutis,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Tdt,  Taylor, and  VamUtn— 18. 

So  the  motion  was  earried. 

The  question  being 'put  on/tb.e  passage  of  the 
reeohiiioo  as  amended-—, 

Mr.  Bibb  said  it  was  painful  for  him  to  speak 
OD  this  question^  when  he  beLieved  a  majority  of 
the  Senate  were  determined  on  an  adjournment ; 
t>ut  he  ep treated  gentlemen  to  weiffh  we^.what 
they  were/ibout.  He  said  he  could  not  bnt  rep^ 
robate  (he  mode  of  arguing  a  question  of  adjoarn-. 
Dieiit  from  motives  of  comfort  or  family  interest; 
of  persons^  conveaience  alpo^  without  reference 
to  publiQ  intereM. 

•  M c.  WorthinWon.  disclaimed  ai^y  aiicb  argu- 
ment as  appeared  to  be  attributed  to  bim. 
^  Mr«  BtBEeontiiuied.^if  any  fAaotsbouldi^iTe 
a  Yote  for  adjeurnment.ffom  motives  of  .thatkiiMi, 
he  should  reprbbate  such  conduct.  >So  far  as 
getktlemeD  believed  the  public  inrtereat , would  not 
suffer  from  such  a  course,  there  would,  indeed,  be 
nor  impropriety  in  suffering  peraonai  oonvenieoce 
to  have  weight.  But  the  question,  said  )4t*  B., 
is,  whether  our.  afiaira  are  in  such  a  situaUon  as 
would,  in  common  regard  to  prudence,  permit  as 
to  dtpMil  What  is  our  situation?  We  have 
made  preparation  for.  war. by  authorising  the  rais- 
ing ai»  army.  Is  that  army  orgi^iized  ?  Are  the 
officers  all  appointed?  Na.  Jput  it  to  gentlenfea 
whether,  from  the  specimen  afrea^y  had,  of  biUs 
and  supplemental  bills,  we  may  not  expect  other 
supplemental  bills  ?  Can  Congress  reconcile  it 
to  tbeir. consciences,  to  leave  the  se(it  of  Oovera- 
ment,  when  they  see  that  our  argiy  is  not  organ- 
ized, when  a  proposition  for  appointing  Assistant 
Secretaries^ to  the  War  Department,  and  much 
other  deiailed  business,  is  before  us  ?  The  offices 
of  Commissary  General  and  QLuartet master  Gen-, 
eral  are  yet  vacant;  because  the  re»trio4ion6  are 
sUoh  as  to  render  them  obstacle^  to  th^  accept- 
ance of  persoqsqualified  io  fill  thoseoffices.  This 
must  be  corrected ;  we  must  either  ^ke  pff.some 
of  the  reytrictions.  on. these  officers,  or  increase 
the  salaries;  There  are  many  oth^  defects  in  our 
present  laws,  which,  from  past  ezperiaace,  I  am 
confident  will  require  alteration.  No^,.sir,  al- 
thoogh  I  freely  confess  that  I  would  Aot  pfunge 
th^  nation  into  war  uatil  the  Execntiye  shall  tell' 
us  that  we  are  in  a  sufficiently  advanced  state  of 
^preparation;  although  I  would  n^t  remain  }(ege 
with  a  iriew  of  declaring  war  before  the  time  of 
the  proposed  recess  would  expire,  yet  I  should 
wish  to  be  on  the  spot  to  coD^)Wtesuch  measures 
as  the  public  service  appears  to  tequii'e.  Ifgen- 
tlemen  desired  reiaxation,  merely,  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
waa  content  to  sit  but  twice  a  week.    But,  what 


hf  desired  was^  that  a  quorum  of  both  Houses 
should  be  within  call  of  their  presiding  officersL 
ready  to  receivie  Ehtecutive  communicati6hs,  and 
act  whenever  it  should  be  necessary. ,  How  could 
they' justify  to  their  constituents  a  recess  at  this 
momeqt;  it,  in  three  weeks  after  they  should  have 
pkVted,  aa  atthck  should  be  inade  on  any  quarter 
of  the  United  States?  Af uCh  was  yet  to  do  be- 
f6re  the  United  States  were  ready  for  war;  and 
if  they  were  now  to  adjourn,  very  serious  detri- 
ment to  the  public  interest  would,  he  had  no 
doubt,  be  the  result. 

Mr.  Pope  said,  if  there  was  to  be  a  recesSjin 
fairneds,  it  ought  to  be  so  ordered  as  to  consult 
thereby  the  convenience  of  as  manjF  members  ai 
possible.  Why  wis  th'ere  to  be  a  cecess  at  all  ? 
For  the  accommodation  of  members  of  Congress. 
Ought  not  that  accommodation,  theh,  to  be  made 
equal  t  For,  himself,  said  Mr.  P.,  he  neither  liked 
the  recess  nor 'staying  here.  Heeould  not  be 
pleased,  whether  the  resoloiion  passed  or  was 
negatived.  If  the  resolntil^n  did  pass,  he  wished 
it  to  pass  ina  shape  which  should  afford  an  equal 
ehanoe  toalh  He  had' understood  that  the  Siec- 
Qtive  had  been  consulted,  and  had  no  commuAi- 
catiofls  to*  make  requiring  immeditte  attentioo. 
If  it^enld  be  no  prejudice  to  the  public  inter^ti 
he  had  410  nl^tipa  to  afford  jibe  .longest  time. 
On-  these  grounds  he  had  "voted  for  the  longest 
day,  thoiigh  he  )iad  serious  double  As  to. the  pro- 
priety of  41  recesa  at  all. 

T^e .question  was  thcQ  taken  by,yipa»andnays 
as  follpw  :        .  . 

YaAs---Meksny  Bradley, '  Condit^  Qri^wibrd,  Dtnt, 
German,  C^ilnfan,  Ooodrich',  Gregg*  Horsey,  Halter, 
Laaobert,  Lloyd,  Beed,.8imth  of  New  Yoik,  Tomer, 
and  Worthingtbn— 16. 

.  Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Teoneiisee,  Outts,  GaiUard/Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  Msrylapd,  Tait,  'j^aytor,  and  Vsr- 
num— 15.  «• 

So  it  Hvas,  on  th!e  partof  the  Senate, 

Hesolved,  by  the  $et%ate  and  Bouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  assembled,  TImh^  during 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  President  of 
tb^  Senate  Knd  Speaker  el  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall,  on  tbe  29th  day  of  April  instant, 
adjourn  their  respective  Houses  to  Monday  the 
8th  day  of  June  next,  then  tp  meet  at  tbe  same 
plecejn  which  the  two  Houses  are  now  sitting. 


MoiioiY,  April  27.J  # 

.  The  bill  supplemfutary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establi^  an  Executive  Department,  to  be 
denominated  the  Departihent  of  War,"  wa:^  read 
•the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  4he  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  extend  the  right  of  suf- 
frage ilk  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  for  other  pur« 
poses  }^  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
tha  Senate.  They  have  passed  the  bil)  which 
originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  makiuff 
further  provision  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers,"  with 
amendments,  in  whii^h  they  request  the  concurr- 
ence of  the  Senate., 
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Tbe  bill  lasl  brought  ap  for  coocurrencewas  1 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Od  motioo,  by  Mr.  Yarnuv,  the  amend  meats 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled^ "An  act  making  further  provision  for  the 
Corps  of  Engineers,"  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  VarnuMj  and  Bayard,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smit to,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committed 
to  wboai  were  referred  the  amendments  to  the 
bill  last  mentioned,  made  report.    Whereupon, 

Resolvedf  Tbatthe  Senate  concur  in  the  amend- 
neats  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  said 
bfll.  ^  •         .     . 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbde,  the  bill'concerninff  merchant  vessels  armed 
for  defence ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow.   ' 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  cob- 
sider  th^  subject,  reported  a  bill'  allowing  an  an- 
oaity  to  Arthur  Bt.  Clair;  and  the 'bill  was  read^ 
aad  passed  tu  the  secojid  readinfi[.   . 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the' 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennes* 
see  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain  en- 
tries and  locations  of  land,  therein  described ;  and 
tbe  furtber  consideraiion  thereof  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of.  the  day  for,  Wednes- 
day nelt.  ^     .        . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commfttee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  N.  Stout-;'*  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Popb,  it 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and,  Messrs.  PoPE^,  Brent, 
and  Gbeog^  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Pbesioemt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Paymaster  Gkneral'of  the  Army,  orn  (ne  petition. 
of  Simeon  Knight,  districi  pavma;pter,.wliiob  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tbe 
Senate. 

Mr.  Gbiog  presented  tbe  memorial  of  Thomas 
P.  Cope,  and  others,  stating  that,  some  time  eub- 
seqoeat  to  ibe  proeUmation  of  the  President  of 
tbe  United  States,  of  tbe  dd  of  Norember.  1810, 
tbetf  brig  Daphne  cleared  fi-om  Philadelphia  for 
Calcnita.  That,  in  consequence  of  the  non-im- 
]K>rtation  la#,'tbey  bare  ordered  th6  said  ressel, 
and  a  return  cargo,  ambu^ttpg  to  239,000  dollars, 
to  the  ishind  of  Stv  Bartholomew;  that  the  said 
fessel  and  cargo  is  exposed  to  capture  and  depre- 
dation in  the  event  of  War^'^aod  to  condemna- 
tion should  she  enter  a  port  in  America.  They, 
therefore,  pray  perpv^i'^'  ^^^  ^^^  said  vessel  to 
enter  an  Aiuerican  ,port,  there  to  remain  and  be 
disposed  of  as  subsequent  .events  may  dictate; 
ana  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  to  consider^  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise ;  and,' Messrs.  Gregg.  Lloyd,  and 
Smith  of  Md.,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  SMITH)  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  wbom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel. 
O.  lagrabam,  atod  others,  presented  a  bill  to  dis* 
charge  from  imprison  meqt  the  persons  therein 
mentioned;  and  the  bill  was  read,  atid  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 


TtJESDAar,  April  28. 

The  bill  allowing  an  annuity  to  Arthur  St. 
Clair  was  read  the  second  time. 

The'bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  right 
of  suffrage  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  for  other 
purposes/'  Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Greqg,  Goodrich,  and 
Varnum,  w^re  appointed  the  committee. 

Thet  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cominittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  pf  the  bill  concerning 
merchant  vesseb  armed  for  defence ;  and,  on  tbe 
question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
.The  Senate  resumed,  ay  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecfing 
associations  for  maritime  security;  and  on  the 
question.  Shall  this  bill  be'  engrossed  and  read  a 
thiry  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  fqllowing  resolution : 

Reaolvedi  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  ef  Representatives  adjourn  tbe 
respective  Houses  of  pongress  on  Wednesday*  the 
6th  of  May,  to  Mohday,  the  25th  of  May. 

And. the  resolution  was  read,  and  [Massed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill  to  discharge  from  imprisonment  the 
persons  thereia  mentioned  was  read  the  second 
time.  .  -  , 

The  Senate  resum^,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill/supplemen- 
tary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  an 
Elxecutive  Department,  to  be  denominated  ihe 
Departmenit  of  War;"  and  the  bjll  having  been 
amended,  the  Pbesidbnt  reported  it  to  the  House 
iMseordingly^ 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engros^d 
and  read  a  thri^d  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined ir  the  affirmatiye.    ^ 

Mr.  Popfi  care  notice  that  to-morrow  be  should 
ask  leave  to  bi'ing  in  a  bill  oaore  ^ffectualljr  to 
protect  the  coqainerce  and  coasts  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes.  \. 

On  nwtion,  by  Mr.WoATHiNGTeif,  to  suspend 
the  twelfth  rule  for  conductiag  business  in  the 
Senate,  as  respects  the  resolution  this  day  oQered 
authorizini^  the  Presidedt  of  the  Senate  and 
Spe^eroFthe  House  of  Representatt yes  to  ad- 
journ the  respectiye  Houses  of  Congress,  it  was 
determined  in  tbe  ftffirmative— yeas  12,  nays  9, 
as  follows: 

YsAs^Mesers.  Oondtt,  German,  6r^,  Howell, 
Hanter,  Lamhert,  Le.ib^  Lloyd,  SnSith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York^  Turner^  and  Wqilhiiigton. 

NAva-*^  Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Crawford,  Dana, 
Oilman,  Oooditeh,  Aobinsen,  Tait,  and  Varaum.  '    • 

On  moiion,iby  Mr.  WoRTfimoTON^  the  resolu- 
tion was  read  the  second  time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  resolution  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time"?  it  was  determii>ed 
in  the  affirmative/ 

Mrw  GiLMAV,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
resolution  last  mentioned  correctly  en^^rossed. 

And. on  motion,  th^  Senate  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 
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Wedheqday,  April  29. 

The  Senate  resamed  as  io  Committei*  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  toaifthorize  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see to  issue' grants  and  perfect' titles  on  certain 
entries  and  locations  of  land  therein  desdrtbed ; 
and.  after  debate,' it  was  agreed  (hat  the  furtlkr 
consideratipn  therepf  be  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row, ^ 
^  On  motion^  by  Mr.  Leib,  the  enefossed  resolu- 
tion, authorising  the  President  of  the^enate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repmentatives  to  ad- 
journ the  respective  Houses  or  Cobgre^s  Was  read 
a  4hird  time.  * ' 

On  the  (Question,  Shall  this  resolution  pass  t  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  Id,  narys 
12,  as  fallows: 

JTiAS — Memri.  bayard,  Coadit,  Dana,  Gejman/ 
Gihnan,  Goodrich,  Grm,  Horsey.  Howell,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib^  Lloyd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Turner, 
and  Worthington. 

Nats-*— Means. 'AiiderBon,'Bibb|  Brent,  CampbeU 
of  Tenncaaee,  Crawford,  Catta,  Gailkrd,  Pqw,  Rolitn- 
son,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Vamnm. 

So  it  was  resolvfsd  thnt  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the.  House  of  Representa- 
tives adjourn  the  respective  Houses  df  Congress 
on  Wedoeadiy,  the  6th  of  May,  to  Monday;  the 
26th  of  May. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Houiie  of  Representatives  in  this 
resolution; 

The  bill  supplementary  <o  the«cr,^ntitled  ''An 
act  to  establish  an  Executive *Departmenr,  to  be 
denominated  the  Department  of  War,*^  htvlng 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  rea4  a  third  time  as  amemled,  and 
passed.  ^ 

A  message  frotn  the  House  of  Hepresentativea 
inforpied  the  Senate  th«t  the  Housr  barve  post- 
poned, indefinitefty,  th6.  rescdution  proptfsinig:  an 
adjournment  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  on 
the  29th  of  April,  to  the  8th  of  June  nest.  .  They 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled.  "An  acf  for  the  relief 
of  Johi^  Thompson  f  also,  a  bill;  entitled ^'Aii  act 
making  additional  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  Gtovemment  for  the  year  1812 ;"  i»  whiteh  bills 
they  request  th<^  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The4wo  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  an4 
pfMsed  to  the  i^eeond  reading* 

Mr.  BREirrpresentedthe  petition  of  John  and 
Thomas  VowelL  and  others,  merchants,  of  Alez- 
andria;  stating  ^aat  they  are  Owners  of  property 
to  a  large  amount  in  England,  and  in  Eaglish 
ports,  aiM|  praying  that  the  nonimportation  hrw 
may  be  repealed,  or  ao  modified,  as  to  adaait  the 
importation  of  British  ifoods  to  the  amount  of 
American  olaimf,  for  Teasooa  sta^  at  large  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Vabnom  presented  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Grout,  Of  Philadelphia^  praying  Conj^ress  to  an- 
thorize'the  purchase  of  his  patent  right  to' a  new 
and  improved  modis  of  convevibg  JntelUgenee, 
and'^iving^signals,  by  telegraphs ;  and-  the  peti- 
tion wa*  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  ^ooaider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 


wise; and  Messrs.  ViaNUM.  Leib,  and  Bsbiit, 
were  appointed  the  committee.     - 

MARITIME  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Pope  asked'  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  more  effectually  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  coasts  of  the  United  States  ;  and  tne  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Toe  bill  is  as  follows  : 
A  BiU  more  efiectuaUy  to  protect  the  oempierce  and 
coasts  of  the  Untied  States. 

Whereas  the  British  and  other  armed  vesaals  havt 
haraased  and  committed  depredations  on  theoonunaroe 
joi  the  United  States  on^r  near  the  coasts  thereof  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  nations ;  therefore, 

Be  it  truusiedy  ^e..  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Presideftt  of  the  United  States,  and  he  is  hereby  so* 
thorized,  to  instruct  an^  direct  the  commanders  of  the 
armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  seize« 
take,  and  bring  into  any  port  of  the  United  Statei)  to 
be  proceeded  against  according  to  the  Ikws  and  asagsi 
of  nations,  any  such  British  or^  other  armed  vessel 
which  shall  haye  committed,  or  which  ahall  be  foand 
hovering  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  "States  for  the 
purpose  of  harassbig  or  committing  depreaations  on 
the  vessels  belonging  to  the  citisens.  thereof. 

The  hill' respecting  as^fociations  for  nraritime 
security  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
cfbrfectly  et>grosfed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.    The  bill  is  a%  follows : 
A  Bill  respecting  Asaociations  for  Maritime  Security. 

Be  it  enmeied,  ^Ct  That  in  cases  wherein  the  arm- 
ing of  vessels  for  defence  may  be  allowed  according  to 
the  lawj  of  the  United  States,  it  may  be  agreed  on  the 
part  of  the  dtikens  of  the  United  States  in  pursuance 
of  this  act,  that  ships  or  vessels  by  them. owned. shsU 
■sail  in  concert  and  h6  associated  for  assistance  andpro- 
teetioA  in  any  voyagfe  or  voyages  not  contrary  to  nw, 
and  during  any  time  or  times  Which  may  be  designated 
by  instrument  of.  writing  executed  by  the  owners  or 
their  authorised  agents.  The  stipulatkmaef  the  parties 
contained  in  such  instrument  may  extend  to  the  eqaip- 
ment  and  force  of  the  vessels  respectively ;  "the  relative 
authority  of  the  maatera  or  commanders ;  the  appeiat* 
meat  of  placea  and  timea  of  rendesvoos  and  aailiBg;  the 
vegntation  ef  signalst  the-direetion  of  the  general  eaurss 
of  the  voyage  or  ^ajraifas ;  the  ordem  to  be  obeervedin 
Cases,  of  separation  er  daager }  end  the  making  ef  ar* 
rangementa  for  eondnotShg  end  numagiag  the  respect- 
ive veaaehh'as  a^fht  most  eflectual  for  aasistsnca  in 
any  case  of  peril  or  misfortune;  and,  for  protecting  all 
or  any  o^  ihem  against  forcible  seixure  or  annoyance : 
Promdedj  That  ne  such  agreement  or  stipulation  shall 
contravene  the  instructions  or  orders  whieh  may  be 
given  by  .the  President  of  the  U^ted  States  for  pre- 
venting any  ohlawful  proceedin|s;  and  in  cases 'touch- 
ing  the  use  of  any  armament  or  armament*,  the  mas- 
tere  or  ebramanders  of  vasseis'whidi  may  be  ae  aksod- 
ated,  shaH  be  under  the  control  of  such  inrtructions  or 
orders. 

Sxc.  a.  Be  it  further  enaeitd.  That  the  reipectiva 
ships  or  vessels  shall  be  holden  for  any  stipulations  as 
aforeaaid  oontatnedin  snch  instrument  coaoenung  them, 
and  ehatt  eccon&gly  be  chargeable  for  any  oampensa- 
tioni  whidi  ma^  jastl^  be  demanded  on  aooonnt  of  ^ul* 
ure  to  perform  the  same,  as  well  as  for  satisfying  any 
reasonable  claim  of  eontribntaon  on  aocount  of  loss  or 
damage  incurred  in  pursuance  thereat    The  rales  of 
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oontributioii  ifaall  be  apportiooed'to  and  among  the  re- 
tpectiv^e  ▼eMels  or  owners  thereof,  as  the  parties  may 
have  agreed  bj  sach  inatmment ;  otherwise  the  appor- 
tionment may  be  adjusted  by  the  discretion  of  the  com* 
Detent  eoort :  Pnmded^  That  no  ships  or  vessels  shall 
DC  so  bolden  vnleas  a  copy  of  the  instrument  concern- 
ing them  ae  aforeaiid  shall  have  been  certified  by  the  < 
owaeis  or  agents,  and  deposited  with  a  collector  of  the 
cartoms  or  with  the  clerk  or*  register  of  a  court,  having 
admiralty  or  maritime  iurisdiction^or,  in  ease  of  being 
in  a  Ibrmgn  oonntry,  with  a  consul  qr  agent  of  the  Uni- 
ted States :  Prmndedy  abo.  That  none  but  citizens  of 
the  Umted  States  shall  be  permitted,  directly  or  indi- 
nddy,  to  have ,  or  claim  benefit  of  any  -agreement  or 
scmlatioii  as  a^resaid. 

8ec.  3.  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  the  court* 
of  the  United  States  having  cognizance  of  causes  of 
admiralty  and  maritime  jurUdiction,  shall  ^ke  cogniz- 
ance of  oomplainta  and  controversiea  touching  the  pre- 
miaea;  and  proceedings  may  be  had  therein  according 
to  Ike  eoarae  of  such  courts  respec^vely,  as  in  other 
cases  <^  admiralty  or  maritime  jurisdiction.  But  no- 
thing herein  eontained  shall  be  construed  •  to  deprive 
swtors  of  a  remedy  at  common  law,  or  m  equity,  wher- 
ever the  same  may  be  competent. 

The  bill  coDcerning  merehant  vesseb  f  rmed 
for  defence  haying  been  repotted  by  the  commit- 
tee correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time. 
and  passed.    The  bill  is  as  folfows : 

A  BiBconeeming,Merciiant  Vessels  armed  for  defence. 

Be  he  it  enacted^  4*^.,  Thai  from  apd  after  the 

day  of ,  in  the  jHvsent  year,  the  arming  of  vessels 

lor  defihftoe  shaU  be  subjected  to  the  following  regula- 
tions: 

8bc  %  Be  U  enacted.  That  no  merchant  vestek 
aimed  at  provided  with  tt\e  means  of  being  armed  at 
seSff  shall  be  deared  or  permitted  to  depart  on  foreign 
voyages,  nnless  the  same  be  registered  ami  duly  owned 
and  navigated  as  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States. 
And  any  snc^  ship  or  -vessel  of  the  Upited  States'if  not 
boond  on  some  voyage  beyopd  the  southern  cape  of 
Africa  or  America,  may  be  restrained  and  prevented  from , 
going  to  sea  with  such  armament  or  means  of  arma- 
ment, nnless  bond  to  the  United  States  be  given  by  the 
managing  owner,  or  agent»  and  the  master  or  coinman- 
der  thereof,  with  responsible  surety  or  lureties  in  a  penal 
sam  not  exeeeding  — -  doUars,  with  condition  that 
each  ship  or  vessel  shatf  net  proceed  to  an^  portknown 
to  be  aetnaOy  blockaded,  nor  carry  Contraband  articles 
to  tbe  dominions  of  aiiyPowcsengaffed  in  war  against 
such  as  auy  be<at  peace  with  the  United  States ;  and 
diat  such  annament  or  jneane  of  armament  shall  not 
be  need  fi>r  puipeeea  oontraiy  to  the  lawii|.or  treaties  of 
the  United  States  or  the  miea  of  pablic  law  by  the 
Uatted  States  acknowJsdg^- bat  that  the  instructions 
which  may  be  given  by  Ike  President  of  ^  United 
Stetes  for  preventing  any  infraction  of  such  laws,  trea- 
tiesb  or  mles,  shall  be  observed  with  respect  to  such  ship 
or  vessel  in  Uie  destined  voyage  or  voya^;  and  that 
satisfiiction  shall  be  made  for  afl  damage  and  iniary,  if 
any  sbonld  be'' oommitted,  in  contravention  thei<eof; 
winch  bond  may  be  sued  in  the  name  of  the  \Unitend 
Stales,  belbrtany  competent  coqit  of  the  tJnited  States. 
And  whatever  may  be  Teootered  thereon  shaH  be  for 
thrir  nsa,  except  so  mudi  as  the  court  may  order  to.be 
pnifor  making  snch  satisfoction  as  shall  appear  reastoa- 
klaia  any  caae  of  damage  or  injury.  ButtherestrictioBa 
'  I  contained  shall  not  be  considered  applicable  to 


vessels  which  maQT  be  armed  in  virtue  of  any  grants  of 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  under  authority  of  the 
United  States. 

Sxc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  whenever 
security  shall  have  been  given  by  bond  as  aforesaid 
with  respect  to  a  ship  or  vessel  of  thcf  United  States, 
dtffy  owneil  and  navigated  as  such,  which  maybe  armed 
or  provided  with  means  as  aforesaid  for  defence,  and 
bounds  on  any  foreign  voyage  or  voyages  net  contrary 
to  law,  the  same  shall  bepermitted'^tC  depart  on  such 
destination :  and  the  collector  of  the  customs  for  the 
disdict  from  which  the  ship  or  vessel  may  be  about  to 
depart,  in  addition  to  the  clearance  for  the  same,  sh^l 
-furnish  an  ofiicial  document  to  this  effect,  af(d  as  nearly 
as  may  be  convenient  according  to  the  following  form— 
**  To  all' whom  it  may  eoneem:  It  is  made  known, 
that  the  ship  or  vessel  called  the  [inserting  here -the 
vessel's  name]  of  [inserting  the  name  of  the  po^  ia 
which -the  vessel  belongs]  having  [inserting  the  nnm« 
her]  deck  with  [insertiag  the  number]  mast  and  [spe- 
ciji^g  whethex  any  or  no]  head  and  [specifying  whe- 
ther any  or  np]  gallery,  of  the  burden  of  [inserting  ihe 
jiumber]  tons  as  registered,  and  canning  inserting  tfie 
Bumber^of  mounted]  guns,  whereof  —  Tnaming  tha 
person]  is  at  present  master  or  commander,  being  a 
[describing  ^he  kind  of  vessel,  whether  ship,  snow,  brig- 
antine,  schooner,  sloop,  or  otherwise]  duly  owned  iind 
navigated  as  a  merchant  vessel  of  the  United  i^tes  of 
America,  armed  for  defence,  and  bound  for  — ^,  is  per- 
mitted to  depart  on  destined  voyage  [or  voyages,  as 
mi^  be  proper]  responsible  security  having  been  gjven 
according  to  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  **  An  act  oon- 
ceming  merehant  vessels  armed  for  defence*^' 

**  Given  under  the  seal  of  pffiee,  at  the  port  of"  [ex- 
pressing the  port  aii^  district,  and  specifying  the  day 
and  year  of  the  dato  in  words  at  length :]  Provided, 
That  additions  or  variaiions  niay  be  made  as  shall  ap- 
pear proper  in.  particular  cases  for  the  better  description 
of  vessel^  or  aimanients^ 

SjEc.  4.  And  beit  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawfuf  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  give 
directions,  as  in  iiisdpiilidn  may  be  proper,  for  causing 
to  be  prepared  a  suffident  number  of  forms  of  iFuch 
documents,  which  shall  be  attested  by  the  Secretary, 
'Under  seal  of  the  Department  of  St^,  With-  proper 
blanks  to  be  fiHed  by  the  ooUectors  respectively  to,  whoiii 
the  same  shall  be  transmitted.  Before  any  such  docn- 
ment  shall  be  fumiabed  for  a  ship  or  vessel,  it  shall  1m 
sealed  and  signed  by  the  proper  collector,  and  -counter- 
signed by-  the  naval  officer  or  by  the  surTeyor,  if  there 
be  one,  but  no  naval  officer.  And  the  documents  so  ■ 
fiimished  shal)  be  transciibed  in  some  proper  book  to 
be  JLept  for  the  purpose  by  th^  colIector,^who  shall  be 
entitled  to  like  feiM  for  the  same  as  for  certificates  of 
T^gmtty ;  Promtea,  always,  and  it  ia  declared,  That 
this  act  shall  liot  be  construed  to  prevent  ships  or  ves-^ 
seb  bound  for  any  t>f  the  ports,  places,  or  countries,  be- 
yond the  southern  cape\of  Africa  or  America,  from 
going  amied  as  has  been  usual  in  such  cases,  nor  la 
aAct  any  foreign  armed  vessel  whidi  may  have  been 
admitted  as  such  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction. of 
the  United  States. 


TeuRSDAy,  April  30.  s     ; 

The  bill  mora  effectually  to  protect  the  c6m- 
Bieree  and  coasts  of  the  United  Slates  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to,  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Massrs. 
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Pope,  Batard,  and  BmitIi,  of  Maryland,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Th^bill,etatit^d  ^An  act  for  therelief  of  John 
Thompson,"  was  r^ad  the  second,  time;  and. re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  ami  McMrs.  Smitb,  of  Maryland, 
Grboo,  and  Smith,  of  New  York,  wera  appoiated 
the  C4>mmittee. 

The  bill^en titled  "An  act  making  an  addtt  ional 
appropriation  for  the  Support  of  Qovemment^or 
the  year  1812,"  was  read  the  second  time.      "^ ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  iti  t^omfnittee  of  the 
"^hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  ffran^  and  p'erfect 
titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of  land 
therein  described;  and,  on  the  Question,  Shall 
this  bill  he-engrossed'  and. read. a  third  time!  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative* 

The  Senate  tourned,  asiiy  Cothmittee^of  the 
\yhole,^the  cpnsideration  of  the  bill  allowing  ap 
amusity'to  Arthur  St.  Clair;  and,  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  beengrbssed  and  read  a  third  timet 
it  was  determined  in  th^  afltrmativt — ^.yeas  15, 
Days  "/y  as  folio Ws : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Andertociy  Bayard,  Bibb,  Crawford, 
Gtrmaii,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Oregg,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hunter, .  Laknbelt,  Leifei,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Worthington.  .     . 

Nats— MeMTs.  Cendit^  Cutts,  Robin«>n,  Smith  of 
New  York,  TaiC,  Tomer^  and  Vanium.     ^ 

A  m essage  from  4lic  Hoiise  x)f  ^Representati ves 
inforitied  the  Senate  that  the«EIous^  haye  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  authorizing  the  cutting 
and  making  a  canal  >  from'  the  river  Pototaae 
I  around  the  west  end  of  the  daoA  or  causeway  from 
Mason's  island,  and  for  other^purposes ;"  in  which 
bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill.last  mentioned  Was  read,  and  pasaed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lloto  presented  the  noemorial  of  &7e  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  merchants  of  B^^on,  praying' 
the  repeal,  or  soch.modification^pf  the  non-im-* 
portatton  ae;,as  may  enable  tttem  to  receiTe  their 
property  now  in  QrHit  Britain  and  her  dependen- 
cies] which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  office  members^  to  consider' 
and  report  thereon  by  biii  or  otherwise ;  anil,  in 
the  mean  timf.  that  tt  be  printed  for  th^  qse  of 
the  Senate. '    '  ^    '       ^ 

Messrs.  IjLOYd,  Taylor,  Greoq,  Leib,  hnd 
StfiTH  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee; ,         . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committae  of  the 
Whf^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  discharge 
from  imprisonment  thepersoua  therein  mention^ ; 
and^ after  debate,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  untH  to-morroiy . 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr,  Smitb,  of  New  York, 

Rescived^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
authorized  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  the 
expenses  incurred  for  ihe  funeral  of  the  late  yicB 
pREaioBNT  of  the  .United  States,  whenerer  the 
same  shall  have  been  allowed  and  certified  by  the 
committee  of  arBanj^ement  ' 


Fridait,  May  1. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Sta(e  of  Tennessee 
to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain  entries 
and  locatLoi^s  of  land  therein  describeil,  haTing 
been  reported  bv  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed,- was  read  a  third  time. 

Oh  the  question,  Sball-this  bill  pass?  Ttwas 
determined  in  the  affirmatiTe^^^reas  18,  nays  6, 
as  follows:  - 

Yf  AS— Messrs;  Andenon,  Bavard,  Oampbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Oondit,  Cnttst  GaUlajrd,  Oibnaii,  Goodrich,  Hor- 
sey, Howell,  fliinter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Robiilson,  Smith 
Of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  and  Yaminn. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Crawibrd, '  Dana,  German, 
Taylor  and  Turner.  _ 

So'it  was  Resolved,  That  |his  bill  pass,  and 
that,  the  title  thereof  be  ^^An  aa  to  abthorize  the 
Statje  of  Tennessee  to  isssue  grants  and  perfect 
title?  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of  land 
.tkerein  described." 

M^  Smit^,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referrea  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson,"  rqiorted  it 
withiout  amendment. 

Mr.  TutfNEa,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  es- 
tablish certain  pos^t  roads,". reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition  of  Ninian  Pink- 
ney,  now  a  Captain  in  the  Army,  stating  tnat,  on 
the  20th  of  August  1808,  he  was  appointed  brig- 
ade inspector,  2m)femj9or^,  and  that  he  performed 
the  duties  thereof  at  New  Orleans,  and  has  re- 
eeired  the  •emoluments  attached  to  said  office,  up 
to  the  S^lst  of  May,  1810^  but,  on  his  arrival  at 
the  Seat  of  Goye^nment,  was  required  by  the 
Department  of  War  to  refund,  on  the  plea  thet 
the  appointment  was  Jnadmissible,  andT  prkying 
relief,  tor  reasons  stated  in  the  petition,  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  By  select  committee^  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  hy  hill  or  otherwise; 
and  Messrs*  Leib,  Howel^  and  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, were  appointed  the  committee. 

Tne  bill  allowing  an  annuity  to  Arthur  Su 
Clair  having  b^en  reported  by  the  ooauniaee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  waa  read  a  third  time,  and  on 
motion',  by  Mr.  Lbib,  to  fill  the  blank  with  the 
words  *'fire  hundred  dollars,^'  it  waa  determined 
in  the  negative ;  and^  on  motion  te  fill  the  blank 
with  the  words  <'  four  faandi:ed  and  fifty  dollars," 
tl)e  Totea  being  ^ukl,  the  President  determined 
the  question  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question;,  Shall  this  bfH  pass?  ttwas 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  orays  9,  as 
follows:  r      '  » 

Ybas — Messrs.  Anderson*  Bayard,  Bibb  Crawfor  , 
Dana,  German,  Gilman,  Qoodrich|  Gregg, .  Horsey, 
HoweD,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloy^  Smith  of 
Maryland,  and  Worthington. 

N!avs— Messrs.  Condit,  CutU,  GaOlar^,  Kobinson, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Yar- 
num. 

So  it  was  JResohed,  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  .title  thereof  be  '^An  aoc  allowing  an  an- 
nuity' to  Arthur  St.  Clair." 
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Mr.  Grbgo,  from  the  commiure  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  admit  the 
enir^  of  vessels  of  the  Uaiied  States,  on  certain 
eoDditions;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading.  ^ 

[This  bill  embraces  Cases  of  vessels  ''which 
'  maf  have  been  laden  in  any  of  the  ports  of  In- 
'  dia,  and  whose  master,  supercargo,  or  owner, 
'  may  have  been  compelled  to  give  bond,,  under 
'  some  penalty,  that  their  respective  cargoes  shall 
^  be  landed  in  some  part  of  the  United  States;" 
provided  the  duties  be  paid,  and  the  goods  stored 
la  the  poblic  stores,  under  the  care  of  the  collect- 
ors, subject  to  the  future  disposition  of  the  Gov- 
eiBmenLJ 

Go  mDtioB,  by  Mr.BAYARO)  the  bill  to  discharge 
from  imprisonment  the  persons  therein  mentioned 
was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into,  and  report  the  facts  ^f 
the  ease ;  and  Messrs.  Bataro,  Smith  oj'  New 
York,  and  German,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  cut- 
ting and  making  a  canal  from  the  river  Potomac 
around  the  west  end  of  the  dam  o^  causeway 
from  Mason's  island,  aofd  foj  other  purposes,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  addi* 
ttonal  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1812;"  and  the  bill  having  been 
aaiended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly.  -     '       ' 

On  the  <|uestion,  Shall  this  blH  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Bir.  Gr&oo  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Wilkinson,  stating  that  he  has  been  stifforatized 
as  a  public  defaulter;  but  that,  so  far  from  de- 
serving that  charge,  he  ean  make  it  appear  that 
tbe  pat4io-are  indebted  to  him,  and  praying,  an 
inquiry  into  his  case  raav  b^  instituted^  and  such 
decision  thereof  as  may  be  compatible  lyith  jus- 
tice and  ei|uiiy ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

On  motipn,  by  Mr.  Grboo,  this  itacfmoriaL  and 
that  presented  the  last  session^  together  with  the 
report  on  the  memorial  last  mentioned,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of. five 
members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  bf  bill  or 
otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Gaeeo,  Smith  of  Mary- 
knd,  TatloR)  Yarndm,  and  Anderson,  were 
appointed  the  committee^ 

'  Monday,  May  4. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
making  additional  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  G^i  vern men  t  for  the  year,  1812,"  was  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed. 

A  bare  quorum  attending,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  May  5. 
Mr.  Lbib,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  tbe  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief 
of  Nioiaa  Pinkney,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
paswd  to  the  second  reading. 
12tb  Con.  1st  Scss. — 8 


The  bill  to  admit  the  entry  of  vessels  of  the 
United  States  on  certain  conditions,  was  r^ad  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  further  cob- 
sMeratron  thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  con»tderation  of  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson  ;"  and  it  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cgmmittee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  (Consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  CO  alter  and  establish  certain  post  road?." 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  the  bill,  entitled 
*^  An  act  authorizing  the  cutting  and  making  a 
canal  from  the  river  Potomac  around  the  west 
end  of  the  dam  or  causeway  from  Mason's  Island, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  ireport  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Horsey,  BrcnI?^  and  Wortbinoton, 
were  appointed,  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  from  the  con^mittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  a  large  number  of  the 
merchants  of  Bostdn,  praying  rtie  repeal  or  modi- 
Gcation  of  the  non-importation  act,  stated  that 
they  had  instructed  their  chairman  to  repdrt  that 
it  is  iiiexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  do  not  con- 
cur in  the  resolution  proposing  a  recess  from  the 
6th  to  the  a5th  of  May.  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of 
Venezuela ;"  a  bi|l,  entitled  *^  An  act  for  the  bet- 
ter regulation  of  the  ordnance;"  a  bill,  entitled 
'*  An  act,  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  P.  Reddick ;"  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision 
for  the  Army  of  the  United  States;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  authorize  the  eiectioa  of  sheriffs 
in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes  ;^ 
also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
trustees  of  Washington  College ;"  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

They  have  passed  the  bill  which  originated  in 
the  Senate,  entitled'**  An  act  for  designating,  snr- 
veying,and  granting  the  military  bounty  lands," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the  coa« 
currence  of  tbe  Senate;  also,  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  strpplementary  to  tbe  act,,  entitled  *  Ad 
act  to  establish  an  Executive  Deportment,  to  be 
denominated  the  Department  of  War,"  with  an 
amendment;  in  which  they  request  tbe  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  SeDate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  designating,  surveying,  and 
grantitig  the  -military  bounty  lands,"  and  corn- 
curred  therein. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  hill,  entitled 
**An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  Vene- 
zuela," was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent;  and^  on  motion  by  Mr.  Campbbij«,  of 
Tennessee,  it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
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to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs*  Camp- 
BELi^  of  T'ennessee,  Bayard,  and 'Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  German,  that  the  further 
consideration  tnereof  be  postponed  to  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  deterniined  id 
the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  13;,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Mesdn.  Bayard,  Bibb»  Crawford,'  GermaD, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Leib,  Lloyd»  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, and  Turner. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  CadipbeU,  of  Ten- 
nessee, Cqndit,  Cuttfl,  Dana,  Gaiilard,  GUmani  Howell, 
Robinson,  Tait,  Vamamt  and  Wortldngton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  further  con- 
aideratjoD  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The' six  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readfng^ 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the.  act,  .enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  establish  an  Executive  13epart- 
ment,  to  be  denominated  the  Department  of 
War."  ^ 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  additional 
appropriations  for  the  support  of. Government  for 
the  year  1812,"  was  read  a  thkd  time  a.s  aniead- 
ed;  find,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Leib,  it  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  revise  the  item  respect- 
10^  marshals,  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
Anderson,  Leib,  and  Titrner,  were  appoityted 
the  committee. 

WEDNESDAY/May  6. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ninian  Pinkney.was 
read  the  second  time. .  ^ 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,^  from  the  com- 
mittee to. whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  Vene- 
zuela," reported  It  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  consider^  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading* . 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Trustees  of  Washington  Collcg9,"  was  r^ead  the 
second  time, 

Th«  bill,  entttled  '<  An  vet  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the  ordnance,"  was  read  the  second  tim<« 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  Hct  tiiaking  further  pro- 
vision, for  the  Army  of  th«  United  States/.'  Was 
read  t^  second  time. 

On  motion.. by  Mr.  Gieoo,  the  two  last  map- 
tioned  bilU  were  severally  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereoh ;  and 
Messrs.  Anderson,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and 
Varnum,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  authorize  the  elec- 
tion of  sheriffs  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  copainittee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Worthington,  Bay- 
ard, and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  committee.  . 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coasideration  of  the 
amendment  t)f  the  House  of  Representatives  lo 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  *  Ao  act  to  establish  «n  l&zecutive 


Department,  to  be  denominated  the  Departraeat 
of  War." 

On  motion,  hv  Mr.  Leib,  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  and  amendment  wfts  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday  in  June  next. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  to  annex  a  part  of  West 
Florida  to  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  in  whieh 
bill  thev  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  readinr. 

The  bll^  entitled  <<  An  act  f((^  the  relief  of  The- 
mas  F.  Reddick,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratibn  of  the  bill  to  admit  the 
entry  of  vessels  of  the  IJhited  States  on  eertaia 
conditions. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  enerossed 
and  read  a  thitd  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of- Joba 
Thompson.^'  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  alter  and  estab* 
lish  certain  post  roads,"^was  read  a  third  time,aad 
paissed. 

On  niotion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  bill, 
entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  citizeas  of 
Venezuela,^  was  read  the  third  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent;  and  |>asflied. 

MEMORUL  OF  E08T0N  MERCHANTS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  made  yesterday  on  the 
memorial  of  a  large  number  of  the  merchaots  of 
Boston. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  that  thiB  report  on 
the  memorial  or  the  merehaau  of  Boston,  pray- 
ing for  leave  to  withdraw  their  property  from 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  be  again  re- 
ferred to  k  committee,  with  inttrnciioa»  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  reKef  of.tbe  petitioners — 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  1^*7* 
land,  that  the  .further  ConsideratioQ  thereof  be 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  Joae  next. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Smith  addreaaed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  I  have  nciade  the  niotion  for  poX' 
ponement  because  I  am  onwillinff  that  a  con- 
clusive vote  OB  the  question  shouTd  be  taken  tt 
thi^  time.  When  members  place  their  names 
on  record  there  is  an  nnwiUingnesa  to  retract 
their  vote,  wlien  a  mora  suitable  time  for  decision 
occurs.  That  tidie  will  be,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
Hornet,  which  must  oeruinfy  happen  before  the 
first  of  June;  and  from  the  infordialion  which 
she  will  brioff,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  vote  more 
advisedly.  This  subject  being  before  the  Senate, 
I  will  be  permitted  to  take  a  short  View  of  our 
political  relations  as  they  bear  upon  this  particu- 
lar object. 

The  non-intercourse  hiw  prohibited  all  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  Gt**^ 
Britain  and  France.  -  It,  however,  authorized  the 
President,  in  case  either  of  these  Powers  should 
so  repeal  or  modify  their  unjust  acta,  as  that  they 
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ahoaid  cease  to  violate  tbe  neutral  rights  of  the 
United  States,  to  relieve  such  nation  from  the 
opermtioQ  of  this  aet.  Great  Britain,  by  her 
MiDister,  Mr.  Erskine,  did  agree,  that  her  odioas 
Orders  in  Council  should  be  repealed,  and  tbe 
Presideoi  (with  a  promptitude  that  did  him 
credit)  declared  by  proclamation,  that  the  com* 
raerce  between  the  United  States  and  Qreat 
Britain  shoald  be  restored,  and  all  America  ap- 

S landed  the  act.  The  negotheition  made  by  Mr. 
Irskrae,  contrary  to  the  o^nion  of  every  enlight- 
ened man,  and  to  the  astonishment  cf  oar  Qov^ 
erament,  was  disavowed  by  the  King  of  Great 
Brttaio.  What  was  the  eonduct  of  our  Exeen- 
tire  on  beiii|^  informed  of  the  disavowal?  It 
was  that  which  gratified  every  American.  He 
iastaatlf  imposed  the  nonr- intercourse  on  Great 
Britain,  and  placed  that  nation  precisely  in  the 
same  situation  in  which  ^he  was  when  Mr. 
Erskiae's  arrangement  took  place.  And,  sir,  I 
believe  that,  in  doing  so,  he  met  with  the  appro- 
bation of  every  ^ood  man.  He  certainly  had 
mine.  The  non-intercourse  law  continued  until 
May,  1810,  when  it  expired  by  its  own  limitation. 
I  sute  this,  Mr.  Preddent,  becaurse  a  confusion 
has  arisen  from  the  various  laws  which  have 
passed  on^his  subject,  and  many  well  informed 
men  have  believed,  and  do  now  believe,  that  the 
noB^iatercourse  law  existed  against  both  ntitions 
when  the  present  restrictions  were  imposed  on 
our  commerce  with  Great  Britain.  Not  so,  Mr. 
President.  At  that  time  our  trade  was  unrestriot- 
ed  by  any  law  of  the  United  States.  But  Con- 
gress, in  the  same  month  of  May,  1810,  passed 
an  act,  by  which  the  President  was  authorized, 
in  tbe  event  of  either  France  or  England  repeal- 
ing her  nnjust  acts,  or  so  modifying  the  same 
that  they  would  no  longer  affect'  our  neutral 
righu,  to  impose  certain  sections  of  the  non-in* 
tereoarse  law  on  the  nation  refusing  to  do  us  just- 
ice, which  sections  amount  td  a  non-importation. 
This  aet  was  made  known  to  both  nauons;  and 
Prenee,  embiaciag  the  proposition,  did  by  the 
letter  ot  her  prime  Minister,  the  Duke  bf  Cadore, 
imder  date  of  the  5tb  August,  1810,  promise  to 
revoke  thf  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  so  far  as 
they  reUite  to  the  United  States,  nn  condition ; 
with  which  condition  tbe  President  complied 
by  tasoing  his  proclamation  of  tbe  second  of  No*^, 
vember,  in  which,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  May, 
1810,  be  declared  that  all^mporlations  from  Great 
Britain  and  her  possessions  should  cease  do  tbe 
dd  Febraarv,  1611}  unless  that  nation  should, 
pevioasly  thereto,  repeal  or  modifv  her  Orders 
m  Council.  Great  Britain  refused  to  do.  this, 
and  has  perthiaeiously  adhered  to  a  system  injn- 
rions  to  the  interest  of  both  nations.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. I  was  amonff  those  who  approved  of  the 
proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  interdicting  all  importations  from  Qreat 
Britain.  It  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  strict  com- 
viiance  with  the  tenor  of  the  law;  for,  sir,  I  did 
oeheve,  that  all  credit  was  due  to  the  solemn 
declacations  of  nations,  made  officially  by  their 
public  ministers,  and  I,  therefore,  justified  the 
President  lor  the  oonfidenee  he  had  placed  in 


those  solemn  assurances.  I  did  expect  that  a 
decree,  revoking  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
"  so  far  as  they  related  to  the  United  Staftes," 
would  have  been  issued  immediately  after  the 
Emperor  should  have  seen  the  act  of  Congress 
confirming  the  proclamation.  Indeed,  sir,  I 
thought  it  ought  to  have  been  issued  immediate- 
ly after  he  had  seen  the  proclamation. 

Has  any  such  decree  yet  issued?  No  J  Has 
France  practically  complied  with  her  promise 
made  in  the  lettelr  of  the  5th  August  1810,  signed 
by  the  Duke  de  Cadore  ?  If  she  has,  Mr.  Presi^ 
dent,  then  are  we  bound,  the  national  faith  and 
honor  ^re  bound,  and  no  consideration  ought  to 
induce  the  Senate  to  agree  to  tbe  motion  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Lloto.)  But  if  France 
has  not  complied  with  her  engagement,  if  her 
cruisers,  as  well  public  as  private,  continue,  under 
the  authority.of  the  Emperor,  to  act  in  the  man- 
ner authorized  by  tbe  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
then  our  honor  calls  upon  ns,  the  national  honor 
imperiously  calls  upon  us  to  place  both  nations 
precisely  in  the  situation  in  whieh  they  were 
when  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  dated 
Novemcber  2,  1810,  was  issued;  nor  ought  the 
doing  so  to  afiect  the  ulterior  measures  contem- 
plated against  Qreat  Britain.  In  acting  thus, 
our  conduct  will  be  exactly  correspondent  with 
that  adopted  by  the  Executive,  on  his  being  in- 
formed that  Great  Britain  had  disavowed  the 
arrangement  entered  into  with  Mr.  Erskine. 
This  we  are  bound  to  do,  if  even  we  should  im- 
mediately thereafter  enact  a  law  interdicting  all 
importation  from  both  nations.  Nay,  sir,  men 
of  nice  notions  of  honor  will  believe  ih^t  we  can- 
not honorably  pursue  the  war  with  Great  Britain 
until  we  have  freed  ourselves  from  the  deception 
practised  upon  us  by  France,  if  (as  is  asserted) 
she  has  not  complied  with  h^r  part  of  the  compact. 
What' evidence  have  we  that  France  has  not 
complied?  The  document  before  me  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  respecting  the  trade  to  the 
Baltic,  proves,  that  French  privateers  have  com- 
pletely blockaded  the  Sou^d,  which  is  the  usual 
entraiice  to  that  sea;  that  they  capture  every 
American  vessel  in  their  power  bound  eltl^er  ap 
or  down,  and  send  (heir  papeie  to  Paris,  where 
they  are  condemned  by  the  order  of  the  Emperor* 
It  may  not  be  amiss  xo  give  a  view  of  this  coarse 
of  eonduct;  for  to  gentlemen  ttdacquainted  with 
oomnxerae  it  may  t)e  itsefuL  Mr.  Erving,  onr  . 
Minister  at  Denmark,  was  sent  to  Copenhagen 
to  use  the  best  means  in  his  power  to  induce  the 
King  to  put  a  stop  to  the  depredations  committed 
on  our  commerce  by  the  Danish  privateers.  He 
was  well  received^  and  being  of  opinion  that  our 
trade  would  meet  with  £ew  interruptions  in  fu- 
ture, he  advised  thereof  the  American  Consuls 
in  Sweden  and  Norway,  where  our  vessels  nsn- 
ally  stop  for  information.  What  was  the  conse- 
quence? Why,  that  the  Americans,  tlius  re- 
lieved from  danger,  as  they  itipposed,  took  the 
usual  course  through  the  Sound,  to  all  the  ports 
in  .the  Baltic,  and  many  went  safe.  The  French, 
informed  of  this  friendly  conduct  of  the  King  ot 
Denmark,  despatched  a  nui^ber  of  pcivateers 
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to  the  Sound,  completely  blockaded  it,  and  cnp- 
tured,  wirhout  distinction,  every  American  they 
could.  The  number  thus  captured  was  not,  it  is 
true,  very  great,  for  the  news  flew  on  the  wings 
of  the  wind,  and  the  Americans  were  thereafter, 
for  safety,  compelled  to  mioffle  with  the  British 
eonvoyi;.  Indeed,  several  which  had  assembled 
at  Elsinore  were  saved  by  a  convoy  granted  by 
the  E^ing  of  Denmark. 

Mr.  President^  the  first  notice  of  the  French 
blockade  of  the  Baltic  was  capture  and  conse- 
quent condemnation  on  various  pretexts.  One 
Tessel  was  condemned  (it  appears  by  the  pro- 
ceedings of  tlie  court  of  Paris)  .because  she  bad 
come  to  anchor  in  a  port  in  Sweden,  whtnre,  by 
accident,  there  was  a  JSritish  arm^d  vessel.  But, 
air,  another  reason  for  presuming  that  France 
has  not  complied  with  her  part  of  the  compact;  is 
the  late  burning,  by  a  French  squadron' which 
issued  from  Naniz'tne  jlOth  day  of  January  la^t, 
of  every  American  vei^sel  they  met  'haying  a 
cargo  on  board.  The  ground  assigned  by  the 
commanders  of  those  vessels,  not  verblilly  only, 
bur  by  certificates  signed  by  themselves,  is,  be- 
cause the  vessel,  so  ^rnt,  was  bound  to  or  from 
a  port  of  the  enemy  of  France,  and'  this  they 
certify  they  do  by  order  of  the  Minister  of  the 
French  Marine,  being  precisely  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  put  in  full  force  against  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States.  This  information  comes 
to  us  in  a  shape  scarcely  questioaabfe ;  but  astbe 
Hornet  must  soon  arrive,  and  as  the  President 
will  by  her  receive  such-information  as  will  put 
the  subject  beyond  a  doubt,  either  in  one  way  or 
the  other ;  aotl  as  I  know  that  some  f  entlenoen 
are  unwillinc  to  vote  without  official  inA)rma- 
tion.  I  have  thought  it  most  proper  to  propose  the 
postponement,  until  such  time  as  must  give'u^ 
such  information. 

M^r.  President,  before  I  sit  down,  it  may  not  be^ 
unworthy  of  remark,  that  the  French  burning 
aquadron  left  France  five  dayt<  after  the  departure 
of  the  frigate  Constitution,  at  which  time  (the 
5th  January)  Mr.  Barlow  was  flattered  with  the 
expectation  tlia^  he  would  succeed  in  every  ob- 
ject of  his  mistdon. 

Mr.  Llotd  said,  knowing  as  he  dM  the  dis- 
position of  the  Senate,  he  should  probably  not 
have  troubled  tbem  with  any  remarks  on  this 
occasion)  bad  he  not,  in  compliance  with  oflScial 
usage,  and  the  instructions  of  committee,  been 
the  organ  of  a  report  repugnant  alike  to  his  feel- 
ings and  opinion^ — hostile^  as  he  believed,  to  the 
interest  of  the  nation,  and  adverse  to  the  petition- 
ers, who  vaerc  a  large  body  of  his  constituents— 
hit  fellow-tuwnsmen,  many  of  whom  be  person- 
ally knew — who  were  «}ual  in  respectability  to 
any  class  of  citizens  in  the  United  States,  and 
who  had  a  deep  interest  in  the  decision  of  the 
qufe^ftion — a  question  on  which,  in  many  cases 
would  depend  t^ie  loss  or  preservation  of  the 
fruits  of  many  years  of  their  industry,  and  the 
continomnee  of  their  oceupationa,  and  perhaps  sub- 
sistence, and  which,  if  decided  adversely,  might 
reduce  some  of  tbem  from  ease  and  affluence  to 
jienary  and  embarrassmenu 


This  claim  arises  from  the  prosecution  of  aa 
honorable,  a  lucrative  and  accustomed  trade, 
which  had  met  the  approbation  of  Qovernment, 
and  Co  the  revenues  of  which  it  had  largely  con- 
tributed— be  alluded  to  the  trade  with  Great 
Britain:  In  the  prosecution  of  this  trade  form- 
erly the  merchants  of  the  United  States  were 
almost  invariably  the  debtors ;  they  obtained  their 
goods  on  a  credit  not  unfreqnently  of  twelve 
months,  but  for  a  few  years,  past  the  course  of 
the  trade  had  almost  entirely  changed.  Owing 
to  the  extension  of  commerce — the  difiusion  of 
wealth  and  eapital*-the  increased  ability  of  the 
merchants  of  th^  United  Stated— the  facilities 
afibrded  b¥  the  banks — and  the  unexampled  de- 
pression or  the  course  of  exchange,  the  merchants 
of  Great  Briuin  had  in  their  turn  become  the 
bankers  and  debtors  of  those  of  the  United*  State^ 
the  latter  of  whom  now  very  generally,  Instead 
of  purchasing  goods  in  England,  on  credit,  remit- 
ted exchange  at  the  time  of  funlishing  their 
orders  for  shipments. 

These  orders,  it  is  very  well  known  to  every 
man  in  the  smallest  degree  conversant  with  the 
trade,  must  be  in  the  hand«  of  the  manufacturers 
several  months  before  they  can  be  executed, 
1>eing  principally  given  for  articles  calculated  for 
a  particular  market  and  not  suited  for  any  other. 
This  is  more  especiltlly  the  case  with  the  im- 
porters of  ba^rdware  and  cutlery,  who  are  obliged 
to  give  their  orders,  six,  nine,  or  perhaps  twelve 
months  in  advance,  and  so  soon  as  an  order  is 
delivered,  it  becomes  a  compact,  which  cannot 
be  dissolved  but  with  the  consent  of  all  the  part- 
ies engaged  in  iu  .  Thus  lire  situated  some  of  the 
petitioners,  several  of  whom  had  transmitted 
their  orders  prior  to  the  issuing  of  the  President's 
proclaination  of  November  2,  1810,  but  which 
could  not  be  executed  and  got  ready  for  ship- 
ment by  tb«  24  of  February,  1811,  when  the 
trade  wa&  closed.  On  this  class  of  petKioners, 
the  nen-imporlation  act,  therefore,  has  a  most 
unjust  and  complete  esp  f)ost  facto  operation— * 
they  are  punished  for  the  prosecution  of  their 
lawful  trade,  and  for  not  knowing  what  did  not 
exist.  The  claim  of  this  class  of  petitioqers,  then, 
is  incontrovertible,  and  if  the  trade  is  to  continae 
interdicted,  and  a  sacrifice  is  required  to  be  made 
for  the  pjiblic  good,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  nation 
aordnot  the  individual  to  sustain  tt. 

It  has.b^n  said^  the  merchants  ought  to  have 
been  aware  of  the  state  of  the  country*-that  the 
Government  gave  theni  ample  warning  of  the 
crisis  that  vcas  approaohiag,  and  they  should 
have  forborne  their  adventures.  On  the  contrary, 
sir^  the  Government,  When  it  renewed  the  non- 
importation act^  left  entirely  opeiL  tb6  export 
trader— by  so  domg  it  sanctioned  that  trade,  and 
tacitly  invited  the  merchants  to  engage  in  it. 
In  what  did  this  export  trade  consist?  Princi- 
pally in  grain  and  flour  shipped  to  the  ports  pos- 
sessed ty  the  British  in  Portugal. and  Spain—to 
Lisbon  and  Cadiz.  It  was  well  known  that 
Spain  and  Portugal,  as  countries,  were  devasta- 
ted, and  wholly,  exhausted.  They  were  utterly 
destitute  of  produce  wherewith  to  make  returns. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


233 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


234 


May,  ICflS. 


Memorial  of  SoBton  Merchants. 


Bbnati. 


It  wts  perfectly  well  aoderstood  that  payments 
coo  Id  alone  be  received  by  drafts  on  England — 
for  their  specie  conid  not  be  withdrawn  from 
whence — the  exportation  of  it  is  prohibited  under 
Tery  heavy  penalties,  perhaps  capital  ones — the 
only  reaoarce  then  which  remained  to  realize  the 
property,  was  by  bills  of  exchanse  from  America; 
and  this  channel  has  completely  failed  for  the 
want  of  objects  in  which  the  purcha^rs  could 
invest  the  property  so  long  as  importations  were 
prohibited.  Tans,  then,  are  the  merchants  totally 
tarred  from  realising  their  funds  arising  from  a 
trade  encouraged  b^  their  own  Gbvernment,  and 
the  proceeds  of  which  have  entered  in  a  country, 
where  aloae«  from  the  nature  of  that  trade,  it 
coold  not  but  he  deposited;  and  hence  then  it 
follows,  that  the  importing  and  exporting  mer- 
eha&ts  have  both  a  well-founded  tWxm  on  the 
aid  of  Goretament  before  war  commences,  for 
the  acquisition  of  their  property— indeed  no  man 
coold  rationally  suppose  the  Groveromeht  would 
eoauaencn  a  war  with  the  exclusion  of  it.  So 
far  from  it,  that  it  has  been  a  generally  received 
opinion,  if  war  were  actually  intended,  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  wouldf  be  first  opened  for 
mporutions-;  and  if  it  be  desirable  on  the  part  of 
the  <jk>vernmeot^  as  it  seems  to  be  hs  wish  to 
impress  on  the  people  the*  probabilily  or  certainty 
of  war,  the  doing  this,  attended  with  oorrespondf- 
ing  measures. of  preparation,  would  effect  it  much 
more  readily  than  by  any  other  step  that  could 
iie  taken^ 

Bat  it  is  said,  the  United  States  are  pledged  to 
France.  Trite  and  tiresome  as  this  topic  has 
become,  he  must  be  allowed  briefly  to  retrace  it. 

By  the  act  of  Iday  1,  1810,  it  was  provided 
that  in  ease  either  Gkeat  Britain  or  Prance 
should,  before  the  3d  of  March,  1811,  so  revoke 
or  modify  her  edicu  as  that. they  should  cease  to 
Tiolate  the  ueatral '  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  the  President  should  declare  the  faet;  and 
if  the  other  nation  did  n6t4n  like  manner  revoke 
or  modify  her  edicU  within  three  months  there- 
after, the  restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  the 
nation  so  refusing  should  be  revived. 

On  the  5th  August.  1810.  the  Duke  of  Cadore 
addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Armstrong  stating  that' 
the  decrees  o(  France  were  revoked,  and  wotrld 
cease  to  operate  on  the  Ist  of  November  »uc- 
cecdinf. 

On  the  2d  of  No^en>ber  the  President  issued 
his  proclamation,  declaring  that  the  French  de* 
crees  were  revoked,' and  importations  from  Great 
Britain  subsequently  to  the  2d  of  February,  1811, 
were  of  consequence  prohibi^. 

Mr.  ItfLOva  said,  in-this  mquiry,  although  he 
considered  the  decision  of  the  President  as  ex- 
tremely ill-judged  and  unfortunate,  he  should 
not  arail  of  his  sution  to  offer  a  direct  insult  to 
Che  highest  authority  of  th^  nation.  He  meant 
not  to  impugn  his  motives^possibly  the  Presi- 
dent imagmed,  that  by  confiding  in  the  assurances 
of  the  French  Oovernment,  perfidy  might  be 
rendered  honeat^-that  France  mignt  for  once 
folfil  faithfully  the  engagemente  she  had  entered 
into,  and,  this  being  done,  that  the  British  Orders 


in  Council,  professedly  and  expressly  predicated 
upon  the  Berlin  decree,  would  fall  of  course,  and 
that  we  should  thus  happily  get  rid  of  i,  system, 
which  had  been  a  race  of  folly  all  round  the 
compass,  equally  as  it  regards  France,  Great 
Britain, and  the  United  States;  a  system  in  which 
these  nations  had  become  entangled  hy  their 
passions — to  which  they  pertinaciously  adhered, 
probably  in  spite  of  convictioa,  to  the  injury  of 
their  subjects  and  citizens,  and  from  which  node 
of  them  has  the  manliness  or  magnanimity  first 
to  cut  adrift. 

Has  France,  sir,  fulfilled  her  engagement? 
For  proofs  let  me  only  refer  to  the  3d  article  of 
the  Milan  decree,  which  enacts:— **  That  every 
'  ship  of  whatever  nation,  or  whatsoever  the  nature 
^  of  its  cargo,  which  sails  from  or  proceeds  to  the 
^  ports  of  England,  or  those  of  its  colonies,  or  of 
^'countries  occupied  by  Baglish  troops,  shall  be 
*  good  and  lawf\jl  prize,  and  may  be  jcaplured  hr 
'  the  ships  of  war,  or  privateers  of  France."  la 
our  commerce  to  such  ports  now  allowed  ?  Have 
these  provisions  of  the  decree  ceased  to  be  acted 
upon  ?  .  It  would  be  a  libel  upon  the  intelligence 
and  vigilant  attention  of  the  Senate  to  oite  in- 
stances of  their  continued  and  constant  enforce- 
ment. Oo  the  itnportation  of  British  manufac^ 
tures  our  own  laws  have  interdicted  the  possi- 
bility of  their  operation  for  the  past  twelve 
months—- but  captures  of  vessels  comingfrom  and 
going  toOreat  Britain  are  notorious  to  everyone, 
and  the  shelves  of  the  Department  6f  State  %f% 
or  might  b^  lumbered  with  proofs  of  the.  daUr 
applLcatioB  of  this  article  of  the  decree  to  Amtrn 
can  vessels,  which  are  captured,  bnrot^  or  scuttled, 
from,  and  going  to  ports  in  Spain  and  Portugal 
in  possession  of  the  British ;  and  lest  we  should 
not.credit  the  accounts  of  our  plundered,  unship- 
ped, cast-off  seamen,  arriving  dliRstitute  at  homo-*> 
lest  we  should  not  credit  the  solemn  depositions 
of  ilie  masters  and  mates  of  vessels  that  have 
been  taken  and  destroyed*- lest  we  should  not 
credit  the  testimony  of  insurance  companies  who 
have  paid  forty,  fifty^  or  sixty  thousand  dollan 
on  single  losses  of  this  description.*— lest  perver- 
sions or  incredulity  should  not  even  credit  all 
these  witnesses — in  order  to  fasten  the  outrage 
upon  us,  insult  is  added  to  injury — and  the  com- 
mander of  the  destrojing  squadron,  scarcely  n 
month  since,  under  his  oifu  hands,  certifies  the 
fadtsi  iind  tells  you  he  does  tbia^  not,  sir,  for  his 
own  security)  not  to  prevent  Lnformatioii  of  his 
course  being  given  to  his  enemies,  but  ia  conse- 
quence of  express  orders  from  the  Minister  of 
Marine  and  or  Colonies,  so  late  even  as  January 
last;  and  aVows  his  instructions  to  be,  to  capture 
or  destroy  all  ressels  bound  to  or  from  Great 
Britain,  or  her  dependencies,  or  countMes  in  her 
possession*  In  other  words,  to  carry  iifto  full 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  Berlin  decree.  After 
this,  who  will  pretend  that  the  decrees  have  ceased 
to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 

*0n  the  ship  Telegraph  alone,  hound  from  New 
York  to  Lisbon/  destrc^ed  by  two  French  frigates,  the 
insnrance  ofteein  thatotty  paid  sixty  thousand  doUam. 
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flfktes,  or  ih^i  they  owe  toy  obtigttioD.  express  or 
implied,  except  tliat  of  vengeaDce,  to  "France  1 

What,  sir,  would  be  the  effect  of  a  suspensioii 
of  the  Don-iro^rtation  act  on  ourselves?  In  six 
months  after  importations -were  admftt^,  or  in 
three  months  after  it  was  folly  known,  if  war 
was  also  expeoted,  it  wontd  replenish  your  coffers 
by  placing  ten  millions  ofdollars  in  the  Treasury*^ 
it  would  strengthen  your  merchants,  and  might  en- 
able  them,  by  getting  their  property  from  abroad, 
to  co-operate  with  the  QoVernment  and  to  ad- 
vance double' the  amount  of  the  loan  reo^tly  at- 
tempted to  be  raised,  ^he  result  of  which,  as  it 
regards  individual  suiiscriptions^has  disappointed 
•very  political  man  in  the  nation,  whatever  may 
be  his  tenets.  Indeed,  if  war  be  inevitable,  no 
nan  in  his  senses  can  deny*  that  it  would  be 
highly  expedient-^tbat  it  would  be  jtreatjy  for 
the  Interest  of-the  United  States  if  eyery  gmnea 
IB  the  British  exchequer,  if  every-shilling's  worth 
of  merchandise  in  her  kingdom,  were  transported 
to  4ki8  "country  even  on  credit.  If  this  were  the 
MMta,  it  would  iffford  the  noieans  of  commencing 
ud  cominulng  th»  war  with  better  elfect,  ana 
kingei;  dmiilion  ff  nee<}Ail,  and  would  enlist  in 
your  favor  a  powerful  body  df  men  in  that  coun- 
try, Vho  would  constantly  be  advocating  your 
cttus«^  and  urginj^  the  termination  *  or  war  and 
the  seltlenent  of  pea6e.  Reverse  the  *f)ioture, 
MV#  interdict  th^e  recovery  of  .this  property— you 
weaken  yonrseives^mpoverish  your  merchants 
at  the  outsei-^-alienate  their  AjOeotions  from  ^c  heir 
own  Ooyemment>-*insure  <heir  endeavors,  to/orce 
you  imo  9  speedy  and  perhaps  almo^  dishonor- 
able peace;  and  instead  of  securing  the  influence 
of  the  British  iqerehants  and  maioufacturers  in 
your  •favor,  and  in  favpr  of  peace,  you  offer  them 
a  bribe,  to  enooarige  and  protract  the  war,-  in 
order  that  they  may  hoki  the  large  amount  of. 
American  property  now  in  their  hands,  fortheir 
own  use  and  on  their  own  terms,'  with  or  withoa  t 
interest,  during  kscontisuance.  ' 

Seeing,  tbeiT,  that  no  pledge,  real,  honorary,  or 
imaginary,  towards  France,  for  a  persistence  in 
these  restrictions,  does  or  can  exist — that  the 
merchants  of  the  United  States  have  a  }uBt  and 
equitable  claim  for  a  suspension  of  them,  and 
that  sueh  tuspeneion  would  in  his  opinion  gr^tly 
benefit  the  interest  of  the  country,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  move,  whatever  fatii  might  await  the 
motion,''  That  the  memorial  of  the  merchants  of 
*  Boston  be  again  referred  to  a  committee,  with 
'  instructions  to  bring.in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
'petitioners." 

The  questfbn  on  postponement  wks  now  taken, 
and  was  d^rmined  in  theiiffirmative-*]reas  13, 
nays  6,  as  follows : 

Tk&s— Maasrs,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Tennessaop  C<Mh 
dk,  Orawibn^  Outta,  Greggv  Leib,  Robbsoo»  Smith  of 
Maryiaod,  Smith  af  Nek  York,  Tait,  Turner,  Varnaai. 

Nats-^Mmstb*  Oeman,  Gikaan,  Goednch,  Honey, 
hh^MSki  WorthingtQB. 

.   TBUB8J>/iT,  May  7. 
The  bill  to.  admit  th^  entry  of  veasels  of  the 
Unittd  fikntta  on  certain  ooaditiona  hnving  bnan 


reported  by  the  Committee  correctly  engrossed, 
was  read. a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  annex  a  part  of 
West  Florida  to  the  Missts&ippi  Territory,"  wnn 
read  a  second  tim^,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report.thereon  ^  and  Meesrs. 
Campbbll  of  Tennessee^  BATABp,and  Tut,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resunoued,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relieT 
of  Ninian  Pinkney.  And  on  the  question.  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  1  U 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eniitledj  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  F.  Reddick  f  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  readinsf. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ineor* 
porate  the  T-rusteet  of  the  Washington  College,^ 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Daha,  WoBTHmcK 
TON,  and  Brbiit,  were  appointed  theeommtttee* 


FridaV,  May  8. 
*  A  message  from  the  Hous^  of  Representntiwn 
informed  the  Benate  that  the  House  have  pa^ed 
a  biU,  entitled  *^  An  act  to  %mend  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  estnbtish  a  quartermaater's  departmenCy 
and  for  other  pmrpoaes,"  in  which  they  vequfst  the 
eoneurrenee  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  pasted  t^ 
the  second  rending. 

Mfw  AMDfiaaoxf,  from  the  committee  tawhoon 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  ae^ior  the  ban- 
ter regulation  of  the  ordoanoe,"  reported  itwitl^ 
an  nmendment.  which  was-  considered  as  ,in  Cea»» 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to^and  the  Fn^ 
aident  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  nceordingiy. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  biU  be  engroned' 
and  read  the  thifd  time  as,  amended  ?  it  was  de* 
termiaed  in  the  affirmative. 
.  Mr.  A^DBBSON,  from  the  committee  to  whona 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  makinc 
further  provision  tor  the  Army  of  the  United 
Elates,"  reported  it  with  an  amendmentwhich 
was  Considered  as  in  Cominittoe  of  the  Whole. 
and  agteed  to ;  and  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  acccnrdin^lv. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  wardetermioed  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

.  Mr.  GAMPBEt'i'f  of  Tennesseej-Arom  the  oemmit- 
tee  to  w^hom  #as  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "^  An 
act  to  annex  a  part  of  West  Florida  to  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,''  ceported  it  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  considered  as  in  CoRnnitfee  oif  tke 
Whole,nnd  agreed  to-j  and  the  President  veported 
the  bill  to  the  I^ouse  accordingly. 

On, the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  thitd 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affiran 
atite. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ninian  Ptnkney  ha^ 
ing  been  reported  by  the  Committee  correedy 
|ngroesed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed.^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Annhnaon,-  Mn  Popb  wsa- 
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added  to  the  commiitee  to  whom  .was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "  Aq  ac^  making  additional  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Uovernment  for  the 
year  1812)"  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Leib. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  bill  last  meationed,  without  further  amend- 
menL 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be.  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  7  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
matire., 

Mr.  PoPB.  tobmitted  the  jfollowiti^  motion  for 
consideration : 

Whereas,  the  condact  of  the  French  Gkivernment, 
ii  fiufiog  to  make  otoipensttiofi  for  the  property  of 
lbs  citixBDs  of  the  Uaited  Qtat^  seized  and  confis- 
dilad  «iidsr  the  RambooUlet  decree,  in  the  year  1810, 
ia  exflhwKng  from  France,  bj  enermoos  discnminating 
^itieB*  oar  tobacco  and  cotton,  the  prmcipal  articles  of 
export  in  th«  soatbem  and  sonthwesterh  parts  of  the 
Uaitad  States,  .oontniy  to  our  just  expectations,  au- 
thorised by  the  assurances  of  her  Minister ;  besides 
granting  licenses  to  carry  on  a  trade  from  certain  ports 
of  the  United  States,  so  disrespectful  to  the  feelings, 
so  derogatory  to  the.  sovereignty  of  an  independent 
nation  rand  the  recent  and  repeated  aggressions  of 
her  public  and  private  armed  vessels  on  the,  lawful 
commerce  of  the  United  States ;  demand,  from  the 
impartiality,  honor,  and  ^gnity  of  this  .Government, 
a  maavowid  of  the  arrapgment  made  With  her,  which 
took  efib(ft  on  the  Sd  day  ^f  November,  1810,  a  meas^ 
ure  calculated  to  inspire  general  confidence  arid  re- 
spect, and  to  convince  every  true  American  that  the 
objed  of  his  €k>vemment  is,  to  unite  the  people  in  a 
aMnly  American  ellbrt  to  resist  foreign  aggiestiidn ; 
And  spfaeraas  many  of  pur  citisens,  under  an  expecta- 
tion, or,  at  least,  a  hope,  of  a  change  in  our  rtiations 
with  Qroat  Britain,  haVe,  in  the  course,  of  tcade,  ac- 
qwed  property .  .abeoad  not  admissible  by  existing 
lana  into  tha  Dieted  Statep,  the  importation  of  which 
it  is  reaaonable  and  expedient  to  permit  5  expedient, 
because  it  will  not  only  prevent  injuries  and  loss  to 
many  of  our  citizens,  but  i^id  our  fi^ances^  ch^pen  the 
public  supplies  until  a  sufficiency  can  be  prt>eured  of 
home  manu&cture,  and  lessen  the  necessity  of  inter- 
nal taxes  to  carry  on  the  war  in  which  we  may  be  en- 
gaged with  Great  Britain :  therefore, 

Retolred,  That  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  concerning 
the  oommerciaT  intercourse  between  the  United  Stat^ 
and  Great  Britain  i^d  France,  and  their  dependencies, 
and  ibr  other  purposes,"  passed  on  the  first  day  oif 
Ms  J,  1810,  except  the  — j^  section  thereof;  all  the 
force  and  effect  of  the  President's  proclamation,  issued 
in  virtue  thereof,  on  the  —  day  of  '■  ,  in  the  same 
year;  and  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  concerning  the  commercial 
ipteicottrse'betweentne  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
sin  and  France,  and  llieir  dependencies,  and  for  other 
pnrpooee,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of  March,  L811, 
ought  to  be  repealed,  annmUed,  and  set  aside ;  and  that 
a  committee  be  appointed,  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that 
purpose. 

•      ^  f 

IMoNDAY,  May  11. 

The  biH,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act, 
eatitkd  ^Ao  act  to, establish  a  quartermaster's 
department,  and  for  other  purposes,''  was  read  the 
'  time,  *nd  lafercad  to  a  select  eommittee. 


to  consider  apd  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  An- 
derson, Varnum,  and  Taylor,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 
.  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  additional 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  1812,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  '' An^aol 
making  further'  provision  for  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  the  hill  was  read  nr 
third  time  as  amend^d^  and  passed  with  an  amend- 
ment. . 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  ac( 
to  annex. a  part  of  West  Florida  to  tb^  Missis- 
sippi Territory,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  porrectly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  tead 
a  third  time  as  atnendedV&nd,  on  motion,  the 
titk  was  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  "An 
act  to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory." 

JRe^olvedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^Ah  act 
for  the  better  regutafion  of  the  ordnance,"  having 
been  reported  by  the  .committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  biir  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ;  and,  00  motio4,  bjr  Mr.  ANneitsoN,  wa^  fur- 
ther amended  by  uiianithous  ponsent. 

Jie$olved,  That  tliis  bill  pass  with  amendments* 
,  Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  tha 
right  of  suffrage  in  the  Illinois  Territory."  re- 
ported it  with4inamendmen|. 

Mr..  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  presented  thQ 
petition  of  sqndry  citizens  of  the  said  Territory, 
qlu  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  bill;  which  was 
read,  and  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WoRTniNGTOxf«  from  the  committee^  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
vidin|[  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of 
Loubiai^,"  reported  it  with  •amendments. 

Mr.  WoRT^iNGTON  Submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Resohedy  Thai  a  committee  be  appomted  to  inquire, 
if  any,^  what,  fiirther  provision  is  necessary,  to  compel 
the  residence  and  attendance  of  Territorial  judges  in 
their  respective  Territories,  with  leave  to  report  by  biH 
or  otherwise. 


ToEtDAy,  May  12. 

Mr.  Bayard  gaVe  notice  that  to-moi;Fow  he 
should  ask  leave  t6  bring  in  a  bill  siipplementary 
to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  admission  of 
the  State  of  liouisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to 
extend  tl^e  ^ws  of  the  United  States  to  the  ^id 
State."  . 

Mr.  Gregg  presented-  the  memorial  of  certaiA 
persons,  subjects  of  the  Crown  of  Portugal,  aud 
masters  of  rortuguese.  vessels,  which  arrived  at 
the  port  of  Phiiadelphia  sincQ  the  passage  of  the 
last  embargo  law,  for  the  purpose  of  procariog 
cargoes  of  flour  and.other  provisions,  and  praying 
to  be  permitted  to  return  to  the  ports  of  their  own 
pouotry  with  such  cargoes. 
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On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gregg,  the  memorial  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Gregg,  Anderson, 
Bayard,  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  and  Taylor, 
"were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  the  memorial  of 
Charles  Selden,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  presented  on  the  22d  April,  was 
also  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Wohthington, 
"which  was  amended  and  agreed  to.  as  follows: 

Resolted^  Thai  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire,  if  any,  what,  further  provision  is  neces- 
sary to  compel  the  residence  and  attendance  of 
judges  in  their  respective  circuits,  districts,  and 
territorres,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise; and  also  into  the  propriety  of  prohibiting 
the  judges  from  practising  in  the  State  courts. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Bayard,  Worthing- 
TON,  and  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  res- 
olution authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  a  census  xo  be  taken  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  which  res- 
olution they  now  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  8th  instantj  by  Mr.  Pope,  on 
the  subject  of  commercial  restrictions. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  resolution  pass?  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  8,  nays  15^ 
as  follows: 

YsA8 — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana«  German,  Oilman, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Pope,  and  Worthington. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell,  of  Ten- 
nessee, Gondit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Gaillard,  Gregg, 
Howell,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  and  Yarnum. 


Wednesday,  May  13. 

The  number  of  Senators  present  not  being  suf- 
ficient to  constitute  a  quorum,  on  motion,  that 
the  Senate  adjourn,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  8,  nays  5.  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bibb,  Crawford,  Gaillard,  Gilman, 
Gregg,  Robinson,  Tait,  and  Yarnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayar^t  German,  Horsey,  Taylor, 
and  Woithington< 

Thursday,  May  14. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  a. census  to  be  taken 
of  the  population  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  .consideration  of  the  bilf,  entitled  *'An 
act  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  tnereto  by  the  select 
committee  I  and,  having '  agreed  to  th^  amend- 


ment, the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly. 

j  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  Worthington,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  actio 
ascertain  and  establish  the  western  boundary  of 
the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the  military 
bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Yirginia  line  on  continental  establish  meat," 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bilJ,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  government  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Louisiana,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and  having  agreed  thereto,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the  bill 
was  further  amended;  and.  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Tait,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  rhe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  eotiiled 
^'An  act  to  incorporate  a  bank  iu  the  towDof 
Alexandria,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Alexandria,"  with  amendmeats, 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Worthington,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "As  act  to 
authorize  the  election  of  sheriffs  in  the  ladiaaa 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  it 
with  amendments. 

Mr.  Bayard  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  ^kn 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
into  the  Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  to  the  said  State;  and  the  bill  wis 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  N.  Stout,"  reported  it  without  amendment; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
Washington  ;  and^the  bill  was  re$d,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 
,  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  \\iB  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  a  bank  hi  the 
town  of  Alexandria,  by  the  name  and  style  of 
the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,"  and  con- 
curred therein. 

Fhiday,  May  15. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Aoiet 
to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Bayabd,  from  the  committee  appointed  ta 
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consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  respeciinjr 
the  jadges  of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readin|r. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  caose  a  census  to  be  taken  of 
the  population  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  was 
read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Hquse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoose  have  parsed 
the  bill  which  ori^rnated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
Suies  to  ascertain  and  de>is^nate  certarn  bounda- 
ries." with  an  amendment;  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  ame^id- 
meoi  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned  ;  aiid  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  authorizingan  increase  of  tlie  capital 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  WashingtoBf  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  actlbr  the  relief  of  John 
N.  Stout,'*  was  read  a  third  time^  and  passed. 

The  bill  supplementarj  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  admission  or  the  State  of  Louisiariia 
into  the  Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  to  the  safd  State,*' was  read  the 
seeond  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

On  the  questioti,  Shall  this  bill  be  en^frosited 
and  read  a  third 'time?  it  wa^  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  etigrossed,  it  was  read 
a  third  thne  by  unanimous  cdn^ent,  and  passied. 

The  Senate  resumed  ^he  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^  Ao  act  providing  for  the  govern^ 
ment  of  the  Terjritorv  of  L6iiisiana,"  as  amended; 
and  the  bill  wak  further  amended.   , 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  ft  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  ii^  the  af- 
firmative. 

MoNOAT,  May  1^. 

Tbe-  Seaata  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biU,  entitled  "An 
act  to  aseeriarin  and  esUblisk  the  western  bound- 
ary  of  the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the  mili- 
tary bounties  allowed,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establish- 
ment,'' together  with  the  amend ments-re|>ofted 
tkereto  by  the  select  committee,  which  were 
agreed  to;,  antf  the  bfll  havinft  ^^^^  further 
amended,  the  President  repprted  it  to  the  House 
accord  higly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  hill  be  read  a  third 
time  m*  amended  t  it  was  determtned  in  the  af- 
(IrmatiTe. 

The  hill  respecting  the  judges  of  the  United 
States  was  read  the  seeond  time. 

A  message  fromthe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the'House  have  paseed 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
aid  William  Streshly,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  request  the  eOncurrence  of  the  Sen- 
ale.    They  have  abo  pasted  a  hlli,  entitled  '^An 


act  for  the  relief  of  Anna  Young,  heiress  and 
representative  of  Col.  John  Durkee,  deceased," 
in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and 
W^illiam  Streshly,"  and  concurred  therein.  ■ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  authorize  the 
election* of  sherifls  in  the  Indiana  Terq;ory,and 
for  other  purposes,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments' reported  by  the  select  committee;  and 
having  agreed  thereto,  in  part,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  io*morrow. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  to*  cause  a  census  to  be  tak^  of 
the  population  of  the  Missiseippi  Territory  was 
resumed. 

Ordend^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  readin^r. 

Mr.  Qregq  presented  sundry  petitions,  signed 
by  a  large  number  of  persons  .residinff^  tii  the 
c<^nty  of  Philadelphia,  and  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, deprecating  the  horrors  of  war,  and  pray* 
ing  the  united  eflbrts  of  Congress  and  the' Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  for  the  continuation  of 
the  blessings  of  peace. 

Mr.  WpRTHutOTON,  gave  notice  that  to-nar- 
row he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  hi  a  bill  making 
furt(ier  proviislon  for  the  sale  of  the  reserved  sec- 
tions of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  dis- 
tribute certain  copies  of  the  land  laws. 


Toe6day,  May  19. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Anna  Younc,  heiress  and  representative  of  Col- 
onel- John  Durkee,  deceased,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  ^ferred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Oooa- 
BiCH,  QtiB6Q,*andTAiT,  were  appointed  the  com-, 
mitt^.    , 

Mr.  WoBTHiNOTOit  askejl  and  obuined  leav^e 
to  bring  in  a  bill  making  further  proviaion  fdr  the 
sale  of  the  resf  rved  sections  of  land  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  to  distribute  certain'  copies  of  the 
land  laws;  and  the  bill  was  ready  aud  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BAt^ARu,  from  the  committee  .  to  whoni 
was  referred  the  bill  to  discharge  from  imprison* 
inent  thje  persons  therein  mentioned.,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  a  census  to  be  taken 
of  the  population  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
was  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion,  -by  Mr.  WoRTritworoN.  it  was  rei- 
ferred  to* a  select  4sommittee,  to  consider  and  re« 
port  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Tatlor,  Wo«tbing- 
TON,  and  Batard,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  ameadmenta  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
providing  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed)^  the  bill  was  read  a. 
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third  time  as  amended,  and  was  further  amended 
by  unanim^Ous  consent. 

Resolved^  That  ihisbill  pass,  wilh  araendmenls. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  ascertain  and  establish  the  western  boundary 
of  the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the  military 
bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engro^sed,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  nejit. 

Mt.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  establish  a  quarter- 
master's department,  and  for  other  purpo>es,"  re- 
ported it  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled '-An 
act  to  authorize  the  election  of  sherifis  in  the  In- 
diana Territory,  and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday 
next. 

The  consider.ation  of  the  bill  respecting  the 
judges  of  the  United  States  was  resumed;  and. 
CO  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
relid  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 


Thursday,  May  21. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 
of  the  reserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  to  distribute  certaid  copies  of  the  land 
laws,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  respecting  the  judges  of  the  United 
States  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  ascertain  and  es- 
tablish the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  re- 
served for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line  on  continental  establishment."  was  lead  a 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments. 

Amesfage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
ameodmenis  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  providing  for  the  government  of  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Sen- 
ate. They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  aci 
making  further  provision  for  settling  the  claims 
to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  '*  Ati  act  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  purpose  of  discharging  all  the  outstanding 
claims  for  the  construction  and  repair  of  the 
Capitol  and  the  President's  house,  for  the  com- 
pensation of  the  late  surveyor  of  the  public  build- 
ings, and  for  furniture  for  the  difierent  apart- 
ments of  the  Capitol,  and,  for  other  purposes ;''  io 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

Tha  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
paaaed  to  the  second  reading. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  discharge 
from  imprisonment  the  persons  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  tike 
the  chair  ;  and  the  bill  having  been  debated,  the 
President  resumed  the  chair;  and  Mr.  Varncm 
reported,  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  thtl 
the  bill  be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  io  De- 
cember next;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
report,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yew 
16,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

Yeaa — MeesrB.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  CampbeU 
of  Tennessee,  Gondii,  Crawford,  Gaillard*  Goodrich, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vii' 
num,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Mes^srs.  Dana,  German,  Leib,  Reed,  and 
Smith  of  New  York. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  ameodan 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  establish  a  quartermaster's 
department,  and  for  other  purposes,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  by  the  select  com- 
mittee; and,  having  agreed  thereto,  thePresideot 
reported  the  bill  tothe^ouse  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  last  meotipned 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctlf 
engrossed,  it  was  read  a  third  time  by  uotaimoas 
consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representativen  to  the 
amend pients  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  providing  for  tlie  government  of  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana ;"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  acl 
to  authorize  the  election  of  sherifis  in  the  lodi- 
ana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  re- 
sumed; and,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  authorizing  an  increase  of  the  capilil 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington  was  resumed; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

Feiday,  May  22.    ' 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  election  of  sherifis  in  the  lodiaoa 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  eagrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  itwai 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision  for  settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana,"  was  read  the, second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consid^ 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  VABN(7Jf,  Won- 
THiNOTON,  aad.BAENT,  Were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makio^  ao  appro- 
priation foi^  the  purpose  of  discharging  ^^  ^r 
outstanding  claims  for  the  conatruction  and  repaid 
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of  tbe  Capitol  and  tbePresideac's  house,  for  the 
eoliifeDMtioD  of  the  late  sarreyor  of  the  puhltc 
hoildiogs,  and  for  furnittife  for  the  different  aparl- 
mefets  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  porposes," 
was  read  the  seeond  time,  and  referred  to  a  seleot 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  aiid 
Mestrs.  Tatlor,  DANA)and  Reed,  wereappointed 
iheeomminee. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbofe,  the  bill  taking  farther  piro vision  for  the 
atl^  of  tke  reserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  to  distribute  certain  copies  of  the 
land  Iswa;  and  theforther  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  DDtil  Monday' next. 

Mr.  VARifim  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
be  skoold  ask  leave  to  bring  to  a  bill  sopptemen- 
Ury  lo  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  militia  of 
the  Dietrict  of  Colombia." 


MoNOAT,  May  25. 

Mr.  Varnum  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
ia  a  bill  sapptementary  to  an  -act,  eatitled  ''An 
aet  more  e#ectuaUy  to  provide  for  the  orgadiza- 
tioQ  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia ;" 
and  tbe  bill  was  twice  read  by  oaanimous  con- 
eeot,  attd  referred  to  a  seleet  committee,  to  con- 
sitor  and  rmirt  tbejreon^  and  Mettrs.  VAKHim, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Avdeimon,  Were  ,ap* 
poiated  the  eooMnittee. 

Tbe  eoBsideration  of  the  bill  making  farther 
nrOTiaioQ  for  tbe  sale  of  tbe  reserved  sections  of 
land  in  the  StaM  of  Ohio,  and  to  distribnte  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  land  laws,  was  reiuined. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  hiil  be  engrossed 
and  read  tbe  third  time7  it  was  determined  ia 
tbeafimativOi 


TuBBDAT,  May  26. 

The  PsBSinssrr  eommunicated  the  resolutions 
of  tbe  citiaens  of  the  frrst  Congressional  District 
of  Penssyhnania,  apprebntin^  the  measures  of 
Qovernoaenc  ia  the  preparaiions  for  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  particnlariy  tbe  conduct  of 
their  Repreaantatives  in  Congress ;  which  were 
read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bmith,  of  Mary  land,,  the  act 
sopplemeotary  lo  the  act,  entitled  '*An  ant  pro^ 
▼iamg^  for  a  Naval  Paaee  £tiCabUshm:ent,  and  for 
otber  purposes,"  was  referred  to  a  seleet  commit- 
tee, wao  shall  ba  eiapowered  to  report,  by  bill  or 
otherwise,  sadi  ameadro^nts  as  via  y  be  deeme<( 
neeesaary  thereto;  and  Messrs.BMiTHof  M^laad, 
GoonnioH,  AmdibbOn,  GAi^LAaa,  and  €»£<!«, 
were  appotated  the  committee. 

Tbe  bill  anthorizinf  an  increase  of  the  capital 
atoek  of  the  Bank  of  Washington  was  resnmed ; 
and  the  further  aoneideratioa  thereof  was  ^podt- 
poaed  oatil  Monday  next. 

The  bill  making  fart|^er  provision  for  tbe  sale 
of  tbe  reserved  sections  of  land  in  th^  StAte  of 
Obb,  and  to  diatribtfte  certain  copier  of  the  laad 
laws,  having  been  reported  bf  the  committee  ^or- 
rtetly  engrosaed,  was  read  a  third  time^  and  passed. 


Tbe  foUo.wing  Message  u'as  received  from  the 

PRBSIDBNT  OF  THB  UlflTEO  STATfia  : 

7b  tke  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreeentativee  of  the  United  States.* 

I  commuiiicate  to  Congress,  for  their  iniermatioa» 
copies  and  extracts  from  tbe  correspondence  of  the  Sec* 
retary  of  Sute  and  the  Minister  Plenipetentisry  of  the 
United  Ststes  at  Paris.  These  documents  will  place 
before  Congress  the  actusl  posture  of  oar  relations 
with  Franue.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Mat  26,  181!^. 

The  Message  and  docUn^nts  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  twelve  hundred  copies  thereof 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tbe  Seoate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  conferring  certain  powers 
on  the  Levy  Court  for  thecounty  of  Wasjungloa, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  f  in  which  bill  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  iand  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration ; 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  dbectad  to 
report  to  the  Senate  the  numbed  of  inen  ordered  to  be 
suppU^  by  each  State  for  the  puipoas  of  completing 
their  respective  quotas  under  the  act  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, entitled  <An  act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from 
the  militia  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  GfiBK^M  gave  notice  that  to-naorrow  he 
should  as](  leave;  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  and 
eontinue  ia  (oroe,  fojr  a  limited  time,  an  act.  enti- 
tled '^  An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  relus^ees 
from  tbe  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,  and  for  otber  purposes ;"  passed  February 
24th,.  181(). 

WEONBaoAT,  May.  27. 

Mr.  (jIbrham  asked  apd  obtained  leave  to  bting 
in  a  bill  to  revire  and  continue  in  force^  for  a 
limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  further  to 
provide  for  (he  refugees  from  the  British-^  pro- 
vinces of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  other 
purposes."  passed  the  24ih  of  February,  1810  j 
and  the  bill  was  r^ad,  i^nd  passed  to  the  second 
reading.  : 

The  deflate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  ma^Je  yesterday  respec(iog  the  quotas  of 
militia  of  th^  United  States',  and  agreed*  thereto. 

The  bill,  er^titled  '*  An  act  conferring  certain 
powers  on  the  Levy  Court  for.  the  county  of 
Washington,  in  t^ie  District  of  Columbia,"  was 
read  .the  second  time* 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Garrard ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend 
the  time  for  exporting,  with  the  privilege  of 
drawbadt,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  enti* 
tied  thereto  by  iaw;^'  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate* 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  wore  read>an4 
passed  to  the  second  reading* 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  <"  Aa  not  for  the  jrelief  of 
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William  Garrard,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent ;  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Pope,  Tait,  and  Condit,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 


Thursday,  May  28. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  in  obedience  to 
the  provision  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  ej^iablishing  Navy  hospitals," 
passed  the  26th  of  February,  1811 ;  and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
provide  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  pro- 
vinces of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  oiher 
purposes,"  passed  the  24th  of  February,  1810, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and 
Messrs.  German,  Goodrich,  and  Gregg,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  '•  An  act  to  extend  the  time 
for  exporting,  with  privilege  of  drawback,  goodj^, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  entitled  thereto  by  law," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and  no  amendments 
having  been  offered,  it  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  TayloRj  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  conferring 
certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court  for  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia," 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  more  perfect  or- 
ganization of  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  lease, 
for  a  term  of  years,  one  of  the  public  reservations 
of  ground  in  the  City  of  Washington;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  -'An  act  to  amend  the  laws  within 
the  District  of  Columbia;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  more  perfect 
organization  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,"  was,  by  unanimous  consent,  read 
the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Anderson,  and  Varndm, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  N^w  York,  from  the  committee 
40  whom  the  memorials  of  Peter  Landais  were 
referred,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read. 

Monday,  June  1. 
The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
■Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  on  the 
number  of  m,en  required  by^^aeh  State  under  the 
tct,  entitled  ^  Aq  act  to-  authorize  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  States;"  made  in 
obedience  to  i,  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th 


of  May  last ;  and  the  report  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  mem- 
bers, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
Varnum,  Condit,  Gilman,  and  Grbgq,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  *' An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  establish  an  Kzeeartve 
Department,  to  be  denominated  the  Department 
of  War,"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Gregg,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  and  amendment  wu 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioD  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Peter 
Landais.  Whereupon,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
claim  of  Peter  Landais  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act  authorizing  the 
Presidentof  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term 
of  years,  one  of  the  public  reservations  of  ground 
in  the  City  of  Washington,*'  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  A.n  act  to  amend  the  laws 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  the  lime 
for  exporting,  with  privilege  of  drawback,  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  entitled  thereto  by  law," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  an  increase  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington,  was  resumed; 
and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Thursday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeittii^w 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  concerning  the  Levy  Court  of  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia ;"  they  also  disagree  to  the  amendments  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain  and  esttblUh 
the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  ftr 
satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed  to  the 
officers  and. soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  ccHj* 
tinental  establishment."  They  have  passed  a  bill 
entitled  **  An  act  supplemental  to  an  aci,enii»**^ 
'  An  act  for  dividing  the  Indiana  Territorv  into 
two  separate  governments,"  in  which  bill  thef 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  pus^  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the' committee  towbomwtf 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  '•''"J 
William  Garrard,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  ioa^W' 
raents  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^Aniact  concerning  wt 
Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,"  disagreed  to  by  the  Hoo« 
of  Representatives ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  u{rtil  Wednesday;  o**^  . 
'  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  ameniH 
ments  to  the  bill,  dntitled  ^An  aet  to  ascertain  and 
establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  ^^^^JK 
serred  for  satisfying  the  mtltMiry  l^oaniiei  allowed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


249 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


250 


JUNC,  1&12. 


Proceedings. 


Senate* 


to  tbe  officers  ^ad  soldiers  of  the  Virgioia  line  dn 
eoolinental  eUablishmem,"  disagreed  to  by  the 
HoQseof  RepresedfatiYes ;  and  on  motioo,.by  Mr. 
WoaTHiifcrroN,  resolred  to  insisr  on  said  ameod- 
meota. 

Mr.  Vabnum,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sopplementary  to  an  aot,  en- 
titled "An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
organization  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia,'' reported  it  amended. 

A  confideniial  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States;  and,  on  motion, 
the  galleries  were  cleared  and  the  doors  of  the 
Senate  Chamber  were  closed. 

Tuesday,  June  2. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  supplemental  to  an 
tct,  entitled  'An  act  for  dividfng  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory into  two  separate  governments,'',  was  reaj 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  conferring  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 
of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Colnrobia.;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  it 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  "B a YARfo,  Brent, 
and  Dana^  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  WoRTHiNOtON,  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  amend  thd  laws  within  the'  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  was  referred  io  the  committee 
last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon* 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Reed,  the  bill.  eotitled^An^ 
act  auihoriziog  the  President  of  the  tJnited  States 
to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  one  of  the  public  res- 
ervatioos  of  ground  in  the  City  of  Washington," 
was  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  13th  April,  t}ie  b{ll,  which  origina- 
ted in  the  Senate,  on.ttie  subject,  to  cons'ider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  thejconsideration  of  the  bill  supplementary 
to  an  act,  entitled  '.'An  act  more  effectually  to  pro- 
vide for  the  organization  of  the  militia  of  the  Uis-^ 
trict  of  Colnm'bia,''together  with  ^he  amendments' 
reported  thereto  bv  the  select  Committee;  and 
having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Wednesday,  June  3.  ^ 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Mtiryland,  from  the  comrnitte'e 
to  whom  was  referred  the  ^'Aqt  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled 'An  act  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace 
Bstablisbment,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported 
that,  the  session  drawing  to  a  close,  it  was  not 
expedient  at  this  time  to  consider'  the  subject. 
Wliereupon^  the  committee  were  discharged  uom 
the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratidn  of  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  aot  concern- 
ing the  Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Washington, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  disagreed  to  by  the 
HoQse  of  Represej)tatives.  And  on  motion  they 
were  referred  to  iht  committed  to  whom  was  refer- 


red, yesterday,  the  bill  entitled  *'An  act  conferring 
certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitle  ''An  act  supplemental  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  for  dividing  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory into  two , separate  governments^"  was  re- 
sumed, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  supplementary  to 
an  act,  entitled  )tAn  act  mere  effectually  to  pro- 
vide for  the  orsanizatioo  of  the  militia  or  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia." 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engroyed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Garrard,"  was  read  a  third  time,  aad  passed. 

Mr.  VarnuH.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  deferred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making 
further  provision  for  settling  the  claims  to  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Louisian«i,"  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  Greog,  froip  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  James  WHkinspn,  re- 
ported a  statement  of  his  account  with  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

TbePRBSiDBNTcbmmunicated  there$Qlutioo9of 
the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of- Richmond,  Man- 
chester, and  their  ricimties,  on  the  subject  of  our 
relations  with  Great^Britain  and  France  j  which 
were  read. 


Thuhsday,  June  4. 

The  bill  a-uthorizinff  an  increase  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington  was  resumed ; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  Was  postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  in  October  next: 

The  biirsQ^plementary  to  an'act,  entitled-^An 
act  more  efiectually  to  provide  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Brent,  that  it  be  re^ 
committed  for  further  amendment,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative;  and  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  titne,  and  passed:     / 

The  bill,  entiHed  "  An  act  supplemental  to  an 
act,  entitled  '  An  a^^  for  dividing  the  Indiana. 
Territory  iirto  two  separate  governments,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
'  The  Behate  resun^ed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  making  further 
provision- for  settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana,"  together  wtjlh  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  cornmittee ; 
and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  1  it  was  deterntined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  authorizing  the 
cutting  and  making  a  canal  from  the  river  Poto- 
mac around  the  west  end  of  the  dam  or  causeway 
from  Mason's  Island^  and  for  other  purposes,"  re- 
ported  it  aiQended. . 
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Friday,  June  5. 

The  amendiDeDts  to  the  biH,  entitled  ^<  An  act 
making  further  provision  for  settling  the  claims 
to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,"  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee « correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  the  title  harioff  been  amended,  the  bill  was 
passed,  with'  amendmeiits. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorial 
of  James  Wilkinson  was  resumed.  * 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bilU  entitled  ^^^  An  act 
for  the:iaore  perfect  orranizatron  of  ^e  infantry 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,' ^reported  it 
with  amendments.  % 

Mr.  German,  from  the  committee;  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  retire  and  continue' in  force, 
for  a  limited  tima,  an  act,  entitled  *<  Ao  act  to 
I^OTide  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  pto-* 
vinces  of  Canada  and  (fora  Scotili.  and  for  other 
purposes,"  passed  the  24th  of  February,  1810,  reA 
ported  it  With  amendments. 

Mr.  Brbnt  presented  the  memorial  of  WiHiam 
Gamble,'  praying  compensation  for  services  ren* 
dered  the  United  Slates.— Referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Department  of  Treasury,  to  consider 
and  report  thereotf. 

Tht^  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

JUpresentativts  of  the  Uhited  Statee  .* 

I  transmit,  for  thet  informalioflir  oi  Cangreis,  -copies 
of  a  correspondence  of  tho  Minister  Plenipotentiny  of 
Great  Britain,  with  the  Secretary  of  State. 

.     JAMfiS  MADISON. 

JuvK  4,  1812. 

The  Message  and  copies  therein  referred  to 
•  were  lead, and. referred  to  thecommittee  appoinled 
the  first  instant  on  the  confidential  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  of  that  date. 


Mo N DAT,  June  8-  .        . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tha 
Whole,  the  eonsideratiop  of  tHe  bill)  entitled  ^  An 
aet  autfaarizing  the  cuttipg  and  making  a  canal 
from 'the  rirer  Potomack  arpoad  the  west  end  of 
the  dam  pr  /causeway  from  Maaoa'a  kiaad,  i^nd ' 
for  other  purposes,"  together  With  the  amende 
meat^  reported  thereto  by  the  seleet  committee  s 
and,  haTiog  agreed^  the  ameadmeats,  the^Pres- 
ident  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  acooriUngly. 

On  the  quaslioA,  Shall  thisbill  be  read  the  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
matire. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

P)BtB8IO£NT  or  THE  UniTED  StaTES  : 

tb  ike  Senate  and  Hmue  of 

Represeniativee  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  lay,  before  Congress,  copies  of  letters  which  have 
ptMed  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Unvoy 
£xtraerdmary  and^  Minister  PlenipoteDtiary  of  Greet 
Btitaih.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Juirs  8,  1811^ 

The  Message  and  copies  were  read. 


The  bill  for  the  ^nore  perfect  orgaaizatioa  of 
tbeinfantry  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Staleawas 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whde.  and  the 
amefKiments  reported  by  the  select  oommitiee 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  further  amended, 
and  the  President  reported  it  to  the  Houseaccoid- 
ingly  ;  and  the  further  consideratioo  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Jufie  9. 

The  amendments  to  ibe  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
authorizing  the  cutting  and  making  a  canal  fVbm 
the  rif  er  Potomac,  around  the  west  etfd  of  the 
dam  or  causeway  from  Mason's  Island,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  were  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed. 

The  bill,  entitled  *' An  act  for  the  more  perfect 
organization  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,''  was  resumed,  and  hariog  been 
further  amended,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill 
'be  read  a  third  time. as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Reed  presented  sundry,  resolutions,  signed 
Richard  Ridsely,  chairman,  the  result  of  a  meet^ 
ing  of  a  nombev  of  citizens  of  Ann  Arundel  coun- 
ty,;in  the  State  of  Maryland,  recommending  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  may  place  our  coun- 
try, in  a  state  of  maritime  defence,  and  procure  a 
redrese  of  wrongs  from  the  belligerent  nations ; 
and  the  resolutions  were  re^d,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  frona  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  insist  on  their. tlis- 
kAjreement  tathe  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^'An  act  to  ascertain  and , establish  the  western 
boiuidaryof  the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the 
military  bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  estab- 
lishment,^ insist  on ''by  the  Senate  \  tbejr  ask 
a  conference  on  the  subject,  and  ha^e  appointed 
managers  on  their  paru  They  have  passed  a 
resolution  reauestiAg  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
assent  to  the  formation  of  two  States  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,"  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.  *( hey  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  *!Ap  act  /or  the  relief  of  Colbnel 
Jonathan  Williams;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  D. 
Beall;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  aat  for  the  relief  of 
Clement  B.  Penrose ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au* 
thorizing  the  diachafge  af  WiUtam  Peck  from  hia 
impriaosment ;''  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  confirm- 
iiig  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mi^issippi  Territory, 
A)unded  2^n  warrants  of  survey  granted  bv  the 
Spanish  Government ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  authorizing  the  remission  of  forfeited  recog- 
nisances withra  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  la 
which  bills  they  reqUe^t  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

RKQPE  ISLAND  RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  HuNTEB  presented  the  repolntioos  of  ihe 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations,  instructing  their  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  Congress,  to  use  their  ea- 
^kion  to  avert  tl^e  evils  of  war,  to  pot  omr  nari- 
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tioM  frontier  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  fbr  the  re- 
peal of  the  embar^  and  restrictive  system ;  and 
the  resolotions  were  read.    Tbey  are  as  follows : 

Stats  or  Rnomi  I»aitd  avd 

PBOTiDiircE  Pliittatioks, 

hi  General  Assembly t  May,  1812. 

Whereas,  from  the  ^pect  of  our  foreign  relations, 
and  more  especially  from  the  characler  of  the  measures 
adopted,  and  proposed  to  be ,  adopted,  by  Congress, 
dftriDg  their  present  session,  it  is  seriously  to  be  appre^ 
hendf^  that  our  country  will  soon  be  pli^ii^  into  a 
ralBoas  war,  unless  a  clear  etpression  of  the  public 
opinion  shall  correct  the  dangerous  and*  ertoneons  im- 
pressioD,  which  Appears  to  hare  been  made  on  the 
General  GoTcmment,  that  the  people  are  desirous  of 
war,  and  do 'approve  of  the  measures  caleulated  to 
produce  it;  and,  whereas,  it  is  both  the  right  and  dnty 
of  tlie  people,  either  inunediately  or  by  their  Repre- 
eeotaiiTes,  hpon  ooeasipns  so  important,  and  in  times 
ao  alansing  as  the  prseent,  to  express  their  sentiments 
vp^n  pabltc  affinrs,  and  also  the  privilege  of -rulers  to 
be  inlemMd  of  these  sentiments : 

Rtsoivedy  That,  for  oursehres  individually,  and  as 
Hepreecnlatives  ef  the  frcemnsn  of  this  State,  we  depre* 
caU  at  all  times,  and  especially  at  a.  time  when  the 
peeMuary  resources  ef  the  country  have  been  exhaust^ 
•d  and  cot  ttS,  botk  by  the  depredations  and  seques- 
trations of  foreign  Powers,  and  by  our  own  ruinous 
commercial  restrictions;  when,  by  the  raising  of  a 
Urge  military  force,  for  the  purpose  of  territprial  con- 
qoestSy  great  expenses  will  be  incurred,  and  heavy  bur- 
dens imposed,  while,  from  the  very  limited  appropria- 
tions made  for  the  protection  of  commerce  and' the 
defence  of  our  8ea{>ort8,  the'  former  will  be  exposed  to 
certain  capture,  and  the  latter  to  invasion  and  pillage, 
thereby  living  the  bOrdens  to  be  borne  almost  entirely 
by  the  sgricnltnral  interest. 

Resobedy  That,  fifom  the  extent  of  our  commerce, 
the  immediate  and  important  interest  which  the  whole 
community  have  in  its  encoursgctoent,  and  the  entir^ 
dependence  of  many  of  our  citizens  for  support  upon 
the  empioym«nt  it  afibrds,  the  tegislati^  restjtricttons 
apon  trade  operate  with  pepoHar  severity  npon  this 
State ;  that,  from  onr  inability  to  sustain  the  increas- 
ing boidens  of  war,  destitute  of  public  funds  and  of 
yStAc  lands,  and  depending,  in*  time  of  peace,  apon 
direct  taxes  for  the  support  of  oar  State  govemroent, 
the  praposed  land  tax  and  internal  taxes  of  the  United 
States  will  be  exceedingj|v  -oppressive  upon  our  citi- 
seals ;  and  that  the  aocsssible  situation  and  deCenoeless 
stale  ^  oar  harbois  and  seaports,  and  their  superior 
etigihflitT,  as  a  naval  resort,  for  the  cruisers  of  aa  ene-, 
ay,  rendering  them  exposed  to  invasion  and  liable  to 
capture,  will  cause  war,  under  such  circumstances,  ^to 
be  TuinoQS  to  msny  of  our  towns,  and  eminently  inju- 
lions  to  the  whole  State. 

Retohedf  That,  when  the  ujiequalled  privations, 
snfierings,  and  exertions,  of  the  citizens  of  this  State 
doring  the  Revolutionary  war,  are  considered,  it  can-' 
not  be  donhted  that.  Whenever  the  country  shall  neces- 
sarily be  involved  in  war,  diey  will  again  exhibit  the 
same  patience,  fortitude,  and  pstriotism. 

Removed,  That  the  Senators  from  this  State,  Sn  Con- 
grsss,  be  instructed,  and  the  Representathres  requested, 
to  ma  their  utmost  endea>orB  to  cause  the  legislative 
rastrietioBs  on  oar  commerce  to  be  removed^  to-  pre- 
heat the  passing  of  the  proposed  laws  for  imposing  di- 
raet  taxes ;  and  also  to  oppose  all  measures  which  may 


be  brought  forward  tending  to  involve  the  country  in 
war. 

Resolved,  That,  if  these  desirable  objects  cannot  be 
obtained,  and  war  shall  appear  to  be  Unavoidable,  our 
Senators  and  Representatives  be  instmcted  to  repre- 
sent to  Congress,  and  to  the  Executive,  the  exposed 
and  defenceless  situation  of  this  Stste,  the  want  of 
arms  for  our  militia,  ahd  the  importance  of  our  harbors 
and  seaports  to  the  United  States ;  and  to  urge  upon 
Government  the  fnropriety,  necessity,  and  praoticabil- 
ity,  of  their  defenee,  and  to  solicit  and  claim  froiA  them 
adequate  and  timely  means  of  defence  and  security 
against  those  imminent  dangers  and  perils  to  which 
we  are  to  be  nnwilingly  expoaed. 

Resolved^  That  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be 
requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  preceding  resolu- 
tions to  the  Senator*  end  Heprcsentalives  from  this 
Stato  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

NEW  YORK  MEMOMAL. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  New  York,  presented  the  follow- 
ingpetiiioti  of  sundry  inhabitants,  merchants,  and 
others,  of  the  cityof  NeW  York,.prayinf  that  the 
embargo  and  noi^timportatii^  laws  be  oon'tioued 
as  a  substitute  for  war  against  Great  Britain: 
To  the  honorable  the  Senato  and  House  of  Represen«> 

totives.Of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 

assembled,  the  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  mercfaAnto, 

and  others^  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York, 

respectfully  showeth  t 

That  your  meborialists  feel,  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  their  feUow  citizensran  anxious  solisitudS  for  the 
honor  and  interest  of  their  countty,  and  an  equal  de- 
termination to  assert  and  nmintain  ihem. 

That  your  mempriisilists  believe  that  a  contii^uation 
of  the  restrictive  measures  noW  inOperation  will  pro- 
duce all  tne  benefits  while  it  prevents  the'calamities  of 
war.  That  when  the  British  Ministry  become  con- 
vinced that  a  trade  with  the  United  States  cannot  be 
renewed,  but  by  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  ConncU, 
the  distress  of  their  merclumts  and  manufacturers,  dec 
their  'inability  to  support  their  armies  in  Spain  and 
PerrtUgal,  will  probably  compel  them  to  that  measure. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  remaili,  that  such 
effects  a^e  even  new  visible ;  and  it  n»ay  be  reaaoaably 
hoped,  that  a  d»ntiniiance  of  the  embargo  and  noa-ioa- 
porUtiorilaws  a  few  months  beyond  the  fourth  day  ef 
July  next,  will  efifect  a  completo  and  bloodless  triumph 
of  our  rights.  . 

four  memorialisto  therefore  respectfully  solicit  of 
your  honorable  body  the  passage  of  a  law  oootinaing 
the  embargo  and  giving  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  power  to  discontinue  the  whole  of  the  restric- 
tive system  .on  the  rescinding  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Council.' 

The  conduct  of  Prance  in  turning  our  ships,  in  se- 
qutostralting  our  property  entering  her  ports,  expecting 
protection  in  consequence  of  the  promised  repeal  a( 
the  Berlin  and  >filan  decrees,  ahd  the  delay  in  com- 
pleting a  treaty  vHth  the  American  Minister,  hss- ex- 
cited great  sensation,  and  we  hope  and  trust  will  call 
forth  fro^  your  honei^ble  body  such  fetatiatory  mea- 
sures as  may  be  best  calculated  to  precnre  justice. 
^  John  Jacob  Astor  ' .  .  Abraham  Simth 
Saauiel  Adams  Thomas  H.  Smith  jr. 

Howland.dc  QrinneH       Andrew  Foster 
£.  SIdsson  Jacob  Barker 

Israel  Gibbs   -  WiUiam  Lovett 

Isaac  Clason  William  Edgar  jr. 
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John  SUdell 
J^hn  K.  TDWDsend 
Andrew  Ogden  Si  Co. 
Thomas  Storm 
Amos  fintler 
Ebsnezer  BarriU 
Isaac  Hejtr 
Ralph  BuUilej 
Samuel  Bell     '  • 
John  F'D^apIaine 
Peter  Stagg 
David  Taylor 
WilUam  Adee 
•  John  T.  Lawrenee 
Joseph  W.  Totten 
Isaac  Schermerhom 
Aliexander  Rude'n 
^     Joseph  Otis 
Lewis  Hartman 
Garret  8tonn 
Oeofge  Bement  • 
a  A.  Rick  ^    * 


Sadmel  StiHweU 
Jacob  P.  Qiraud 
John  Hone 
John  Kane 
Amasa  JadLion 
William  J.  Robinson 
Joseph  Strong 
Abraham  S.  Hallet 
Joshua  Jones 
Frederick  Giravd,  jr» 
Robert  Reberts 
John  Crdtokes 
Hngh  McCormick 
JohA  DepeTSter 
Gilbert  Height 
Jamas  L6Tett 
l^itSEni  LeDBBits* 
AugQftqs  Wynkoop 
John  W.  Gale 
Thomas  Rich 
Samuel  Marshall 
Elbert  Herring. 


After  the  memorial  had  been  read, 

Mr.  Tatlob  said,  that  the  respectability  of  tht 
subscribers  to  a  petition  presented  to  this  body, 
and  the  importance  of  the  matter  therein  eon- 
taine'd,  bad,  on  various  occasions,  been  used  as  in- 
^du<^nEieDts  to  us  to  give  such  petition  a  respeqiful 
4(9poHtion  in  the  course  of  oufproce^ings.  He 
recollected  a  case  In  point.  It  was  the  case  of  the 
petition  of  ^n  eminent  iberc*hant  of  Massachu- 
setts, presented  by  qn  hodorable  Senator  from  that 
State^  and  which  at  the  suggestion  of  that  honor- 
able gentleman  was^  bjr  th.e  Senate,  ordered  to  be 
prinieiL  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  petition  just 
read  ought  not  to  be  treated  with,  less  attention. 
That  he  had  8een^hepetiiion,and  bad  inquired  into 
the  character  of  lt9  subscribers— and  bad  been  in^ 
formed  that  the  dfiy-eigiit  signers  to  it  were  amobg. 
the  most  respectable,  Wealthy^  and  intelligent  mer- 
chants of  the  eity  of  New-  York.  There  f  re  to 
be  found  in  that  list  the  names  of  two  presidenta 
of  batoks;  three  prc^Bldents  6f  insurance  compa- 
nies; thirteen  directors ^f  banks;,  besides  other 
names  of  pre-eminept  standing  in  th^  me^cabtile 
world.  They  had  all  united  in  the  sentiments 
contained  in  the  petition,'  notwithstanding  that 
there  existed  .among  them  a  difference  ioi  political 
opinions-^for  he  understood  that  of  the  petition- 
ers forty-two  were  federal  and  sixteen  repi^blican. 
Mr.  T.  added,  that  he  con9idered  soine  or  the  sen-, 
timents  contaKied  in  the  petition  as  of  the  high- 
est importance.  He  hailed  it  as  an  auspicious  oc- 
currence, that  these,  honorable  merchants,  in  pray- 
ing that  the  i^vib  of  war  might  be  averted  from 
them  and  from  the  nation,  had  nevertheless  held 
fast  to  the  principle  of  resistance  (o  theaggres- 
aioDs  and  unhallowed  copduct  of  Qreat  Britain 
towards' our  pation-^andbad  exierci^  the  can- 
dor and  firmness  to  bear  testimooy  to  the  efficien- 
cy of  the  rescrictiva  system  for  obtaining  a  re- 
dress of  our  wron^  and  of  (bourse  to  the  integri- 
ty and  honor  of  those  who  had  imposed  this  sys- 
tem for  that  purpose.  He  hoped  tHat  the  exam- 
ple of  these  {ieiitioners  would  tend  to  counteract 
those  strenuou^and  unremitting  exertions  of  pas- 
sion, pr^ttdioe,  and^party  feeling,  which. had  at- 


tempted to  stamp  upon  the  majority  in  Coogress 
the  foul  and  unjust  censure  of  being  enemies  to 
commerce.  That,  however  unfashionable  and 
obstinate  it  might  appear,  be  siill  believed  that 
the  embargo  and  nOn-importation  laws^  if  faith- 
fully executed,  were  capable  of  reaching  farther 
than  our  cannon.  We  were  at  this  very  time  ten- 
dering an  urgent  arsbment,  to  be  felt  by  each 
city,  village  and  hamlet  in  England.  This  toach- 
ing  to  ttie  quick  the  vital  interests  of  that  empire, 
would  demonstrate  to  the  people  at  least  theiolly 
and  absurdity  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  The 
ordeal  of  the  vwenty  weeks  of  scarcity,  which  the 
people  of  that  unhappy  country  «re  undergoioff, 
to  relieve  which,  but  for  the  madness  and  follf 
of  their  ctalers,  every  yard  of  American  canvass 
would  bet  spread  lo  the  gales:  The  thousands  of 
starving*  maqufacturers  thrown  out  of  employ 
for  want  of  our  custom,  which  custom,  but  for  the 
injustice  of  tb^ir  masters,  we  were  willing  to 
give,  now  feel  the  efficiency  of  the  restrictive 
system*  Theae  mattevTof  fact  arj^uroents  want  do 
sophistry  nor  long  speechtf  to  give  them  wei|fht. 
But  Qreat  Britain  is  proud>^ad  will  never  yieli 
ta  this  sort  of  pressure.  Hunger  haa  no  law. 
Wher^  was  her. pride  during  the  last  year  when 
she  exported  to  her  enemy  on  the  Continent  more 
than  eleven  millions  lof  pounds  sterling  for  pro- 
visions; and  meanly  truckling  to  her  enemy,  con- 
sented to  buy  the  privilege  of  layring  out  her  guin- 
eas for  bread :  aud  actually  siibmitted  on  the  com- 
pulsion of  Napoleon  to  buy  th^  wines,  brandies, 
and  silks  Qf  France,  which  she  did  not  want! 
This  ^.estrictive  system,  when  commenced  under 
the  former  embargo  law,  encountered  every  oppo- 
sition among  ourselves^  which  selfish  avarice, 
which  passion  and  party  rag^  could  suggest;  and 
so  successful  wererits'assailants  that  while  it  was 
.ope;ati(^  with  its  fullest  rffects,  (which  the  prices 
current  of  that  day  will  show.)  some  of  its  greatest 
champions  in  the  National  Legislature  abandoned 
it-np-yes,  sir, in  the  tide. of  victory  they  threw  down 
their  ^armsk  How  were  the  mighty  fallen,  and 
the  shield  of  the  mighty  vilely  cast  away !  The 
disavowal  of  Erakine^s  arrangement  was  the  con- 
sequence ofihis  retreat.  But  it  may  be  said  that 
the 'sentiments  in  their  petition  were  extorted  by 
the  apprehension  of  a  grc;ater  evil*-war*  In  all 
our"  trials,  those  who  had  not  predetermined  to 
submit  to  Great  Britain  must  have  anticipated 
this  alternative.  l4et  those  who  by  theiracrimopy, 
sneers;  and  scofis.  have  (brown  away  this  chief  de- 
fence of  our  hattbn,  be  hdd  responsible  for  the 
compulsion  they  have  imposed  on  us  to  take  this 
dire  alternative.  He  said  that  although  he  was 
unwilling  to  abate  a  single  pang, which  we  might 
legally  inflict  upon  our  enemy,  and  might  at  the 
proper  time  oppose  anything  liKe  the  swap  propo- 
posed  of  one  system  for  another,  when  we  had  the 
power  and  the  right  to  ipapose  Upon  our  enemy 
both  the  one  and  the  other,  he  nevertheless  thought 
the  petition  was  deserving  of  the  attention  which 
he  now  n^avedji  should  receive.  He  moved  that 
the  petition  should  be  printed. 

TheoHUion  was  agreed  to;  aad  the  Senate  then 
adjourned. 
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Wednesday,  June  10. 

The  ameodments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  more  perfect  organizaiioo  of  the  infantry 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  tirtie.  as  amended,  and, 
OD  motion,  the  title  was  amended,  so  as  to  read 


folio  « 


''An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organi- 


zation of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.'' 
.  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Pbb8ii>bi4t  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  (he  peiit^oo  of 
William  GUmble,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolu- 
tioo  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  instant;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

Mr.  Oaillabd  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
WiJlioi^too  Page,  of  Charleston,  in.  the  State  of 
ScKilh  Carolina,  merchant,  praying  to  be  exoner- 
ated from  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  by 
xhe  United  States,  as  surety  in  a  custom-house 
bond,  for  aeertliin  Barnard  L^ffoo,  for  reasons 
therein  stated ;  and  the  petition  was  read. 

The  six  bills  and  the  .resolution  brought  up 
yesterday  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
concarrence  were  read,  and  severally  passed  to 
the  secoqd  reading. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  took  into  conaideratloi^ 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
requesting  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing  vptes 
of  the  two  Housefs  on  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
to  ascertain  and  estaolish  the  western  boundary, 
of  the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the  military 
boonties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Yir^nia  line  on  Continental  establiAhmeat  j  .and^ 
having  agreed  thereto^  Messrs*  Wobtbinqton, 
GiLca,  and  Gbbo^  were  appointed  managers  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate, 

Thuradat,  June  11. 

The  bill,  entitled  <'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  William  D.  Beall^"  was  read  the 
seeond  time. 

The  bi)i,  entitled  '^An  act  coiifirming  claims  to 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  'Ter^'itbry,  founded  on 
warrants  of  survey'granted  by  the  Spanish  Qov- 
ernment,^  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee  to  consider  ana  report  there- 
on; and  Messrs.  Gbboo,  TAiT,,and  Worthino- 
TOK4  were  .appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  eatiftled^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Col- 
onel Jbnathan  Williams,''  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  eommittee  to  con- 
ikier  a»d  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Obbo^, 
(HmmaHj  and  Dana,  were  -appointed  the  eom- 
nittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cle- 
ment B.  Penrose.'*  was  read  the  second  time, .and 
referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to  con^ 
sider  and  report  thereon. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  State  of  Qeor^a 
to  assent  to  the  formation  of  two  States  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  dis- 
cbarge of  William  Peck  from  hisioaprisonment^" 
12ib  Con.  1st  Sess.— 9 


-was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  con^der  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Hunteb,  HoweLl.  and  Goodbiob,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  enutled  **An  act  anthor^'zing  the  re* 
mission  of  forfeited  recognisances  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The'  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  *An  act  to  establish  an  Exepotive 
Department,  to  be  denominate  1  the  Department 
of  Wi^r. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lbib,  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment wer^  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  Oc- 
tober next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  cat- 
ting and  making  a  canal  from  the  fiver  Potomac 
around  the  west  end  of  the  dam  .or  caoseway 
from.  Mason's  island,  and  for*other  purposes,"  waa 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  with 
amendments.  *^ 

'  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  me- 
morial of  General  James  Wilkinson,  which  is  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  proper  acooanting  officer  of  the 
Department  of  War  be  directed,  in  the  nettlement  of 
Qeoaral  Wilkinson's  acoount,  to  place  to  his  credit  %bm 
sum  of  four  theusand  and  thirty •■iz  dollars  seventj- 
sereb  cents. 

And  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  recom^ 
mitted  to  the  original  <!ommittee',  with  instruc- 
tion to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  Senate  resumed,  ns  in  jUommittee  pf  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  revive 
and  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  an  act, 
entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  for  the  refugees  from 
the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Sco- 
tia, 'and  for  other  purposes,*'  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee; and,  having. agreed  to  the  amendments, 
the  Pbesideht  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accord  ingl^C 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  7  it  wai  deter- 
mined in  th6  aJ£rAiative. 


Fbipay,  June  12. 

Mr.  OAii't'^BO  presented  tandry  resolationa, 
signed  by  John  G^ddes,  chairman,  adopted  at  a 
numerous  meeting  pf  the  citizens  of  Cnarleston, 
rn  the  State  of  Soqth  Carolina,  )approbatory  of 
t^e  measures  of  the  Gt^neral  Gitvernment  for  the 
noiaintenanee  of  the  national  honor  and  the  pres- 
ervation of  its  dignity  ahd  independence;  and 
the  fesplutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  print* 
ed  f«»r  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Tb^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **Aa 
act  authorizing  the  remission  of  forfeited,  recog- 
nisances within  the  District  of  Columbia.'' 

Ordered,  That  it  |>ass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Giles  presented  a  iiiemorial,  signed  by  a 
greStt  number  of  the  iubabiiants  of  the  city  of 
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Joms,  1813. 


Richmond  and  town  of  Manchester,  deprecating 
the  calamities  of  war,  but  expressing  their  opinion 
that,  if  peace  cannot  be  procared  wixh  honor,  and' 
war  is  inevitable,  it  ought  to  be  declared,  not 
affainst  Gkeat  Britain  odjr,  but  ag^ainst  Crreat 
l^tain  and  France ;  and  the  memorial  wastead. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continiue  in  foroe.^for  a 
Ui&ited  time,  an  act/ entitled  ^^An  act  farther  to 
provide  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  pro-, 
viflces  of  Canada  and  NaVa  Scotia,  hnd  for  othec 
purposes,"  passed  the  24th  day  of  February,  1810, 
having  been  reported  by  the  commUtee  correctly 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  - 

The  retolutioB  requesting  the  Htateo/ Georgia 
to  assent  to  the  fortnation  of  two  States  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  Was  read  a  third  tiitie,  ^d 
passed.  '..•-- 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  R£i;p^thes bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  the  relief. o£  Lieutenant  Colonel  William 
D.  Betill,"  was  fefer/ed  to  a  seltrct  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messfs.  Bebd, 
Lambert,  and  German,  were  appointed  the 
committee.  -  ' 

The  following  Messi^e  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsidbnt  of  tbg.Unitbo  States  :  - 
To  tht  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreamtatwea  of  the  United-  Statea.  : 

I  tnuasmit,  for  the  in&nniitioii  of  Congress,  eoptes 
of  letters  which  bavis  paastd  between  the  Sooretary  o£ 
.Stale  and  the  Envoy  Extraotdinary  and  Minister  Plei^ 
ipotentiary  of  Great  Britain. 

JAME8  MADISON; 

Juaa  11,1812. 

The  Message  and  copies  therein  mentioned 
were  |read* 

MASSACHUSETTS  MEMORIAI,. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  tesOlutipa  of  the  House* 
of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts,  pa.ssed  June , 
2d,  instant,  expressing  their  opinion  ^that  an  of- 
fensive war  against  Great  Britain,  undier  the 
present  circumstances  of  this  cpuntry,'  would  be 
in  the  highest  degree,  impolitic,  unnecessary,  a&d^ 
ruinous ;"  also,  a  memoriiil  of  the  said  tiou^e  of 
Representativea, passed  by  a  majority  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six,'on  the  same  subject^  and  the 
resolution  and  memorial  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  prinrted  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

They  are  as  follows : 

COMHOXWXALTH  0#  MASSJcCmTSSTTS  .' 

-  Ix  Taa  Hoi'sa  or  RitnstirrA^f  vxs, 

Junt  %y  18IS. 
Reaohed^  As  tha  opinion  of  tW  Hoaae>  that  an  of* 
fimsivewar agaihst Great  Britain,  under  the  piesent 
ckcmnstaneet  of  this  eoaatiy,  would  be  in  the  htgheat 
degree  impoKlid^  «iiBecessary,  and  ruinoas ;  that  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of  this  Cocamonwealth  wi% 
decidedly  opposed  to  this  measare,  which  they  do  not 
believe  to  be  demanded  by  the  honjsr  or  interests  of  tt^e 
nsition ;  and  that  a  eommittee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
a  respectful  petition  to  be  presented  to  Congress,  pray-, 
ing  them  to  arrest  a  calamity  so  gri^atly  to  be  depre- 
cated, and,  by  the  removal  of  commercial  restrictions, 
to  restore,  so  far  as  depends  on  them,  the  benefits  of 
trade  and  navigation,  which  are  indispensable  to  the 
prosperity  and  comfort  of  the  people  of  this  Common* 
wealth,  TIMOTHY  BIGBLOW,  -^«i*er. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  tke  Mouae  of  ReprtaetU" 
ativea  of  the  United  Statea  to  pongreaa  assembled: 
The  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Mat- 
sachusetia  beg  leave  respectfully  to  state  .• 
That,  presuming  the  respectful  expression  pf  the     ^i 
public  sentiment,  irtfm  any  portion  of  the  Union,  might     a 
be  accepfable  to  Congress  in  the  present  critical  state     b 
of  public  affairs,  'they  trust  that  a  communication  to     n 
your  honorable  body  of  the  opinioYis  and  feeliogs  of  Aie     .'^ 
people  of  this  Connnbnwealth,  upon  the  momentous     t 
subject  of  a  British  war,  will  not  be  construed  into  a     ^ 
disposijtien  to  interfere  with  the  functions  of  the  Na-     2 
tional  Government.  ■  ^ 

It  is  vnth  deep  regret,  and  with  such  eniotioDS  si  ' 
the  love  of  country  should  inspire,  that  we  percsivetbe 
entire  failure  of  the  negotiations  institnt^  by  the  Ka-  ^ 
tional  Grovemment,'  with  a  Vfew  to  obtain. from  the 
belligerent  nations  respect  for*  our  naatral  rights,  and  ^ 
a  •revocation  of  edicts  v?hieh  operate  so  injarioasly  '^ 
upon  onr  lawftil  eommeroe'.  > 

In  the  present  on^ecedented.  pOstore  Of  Eureps,  «s  J 
are  firmly  convinced  that  an  immesise  majority  of  our  '  < 
constituents  cannot  be  reconcile^  to  the  belief  that  aa  i 
'ofiensivc  war  with  Great  Britain  is  domanded  by  the  '\ 
interest  or  honor  of  our  country.  -.^  -         J 

We  presume  not  to  enter  upon  a  comparison  of  the    c 
injuries  sustained  by  our  commerce  from  the  reepc<?t-    i 
ive  nations  at  war,  nor  to  arraign  the  conduct  which    *. 
■Gov^rnmetit  has  seen  fit  to  adopt,  in  order  to  obtain    < 
re4res8.     It  would  be  foreign  to  opr  present  purpose    c 
to 'enlarge  upon  the  duplicity  and  prevarication  exhib-    5 
ited  by  Franco 'in  all  her  negoliations,  which  sggrv>    ; 
vate  her  numerous  outrages,  or  to  discuss  the  motives 
alleged  by  Great  Britain  in  defence  of  a  system  of  re- 
taliation which  bears  With  a  severe  pressure  Upon  heu- 
'trai  Ttghte.    It  is  sufficient  that  every  consideration 
arising  from  good  policy,  and  ftwn  the  duty  of  a  na- 
tion ^  to  itseift  forbids  us  to  plunge  into  a  war  which 
desolates   the   European  world,  ai^   from  vrhich  it 
seems  to  have  been  the  design  of  Almighty  Providence 
to  exempt  us,  if  true  to  ourselves,  byjilacing  us  remote 
from  the  theatre  of  their  conteatio^ts. 

An  ofibnsive  war  against  any  nation  can  be  justified 
only  by  the  reasonable  motive  of  obtaining  reparation 
for  past  ii^uries,  or  seeotity  against  future  dangers  and 
aggressions.  *When  such,  therefore,  it  the  local  situ- 
ation and  relatiens  of  a  country,  that  the  hope  of  ef- 
fectibg  either  Of -these  objects  is  precluded  by  an  over- 
ruling neces^ty^its  hotior  is  not  stained  by  yielding  to 
cireumstanees  wbick  it  cannot  control;  nor  is  the  re- 
luctance df  its  citbena  to  expose  themselves  in  such 
.  case  to  the  certain  danger*  and  calamities  of  War,  a'  re« 
proach  upon  their  want  of' sensibility  to  injury,  their 
eoorage,  or  patriotiBn. 

A  war  with  Gseat  Britato  w»iildfainMh  temptalieaB 
to  bar  QovammaMi  to  seqaestor  the  aiiiKoiis  balongiBg 
to  ow  eitixens^poailed  in  that  aouotry,  aod  aa  oppor- 
tunity tocher  navy  and  cruise^  to  sweep  the  ocoao  of 
the  seasains  of  our  once  Nourishing  oommerea. 
•  The  oonquc^of  Canada,  the  only  point  in  which 
she  18  sssaHable,  would  afford  no  indemnificaUon,  if 
achieved,  for  the  losses  to  which  we  should  be  exposed 
upon  our  unprotected  seaboard,  and  up9n  the  ocean. 
Destitute  as  we  are  of  a  navy,  and  the  means  of  tmme- 
^ate  maritime  defends,  we  cannot  perceive  m  what 
mode  a  was  with  thi^  nation,  so  powerful  on  the  ocean, 
can  promise  the  attainment  of  its  avowed  object — the 
revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  The  Emperor 
of  France  having  lately  republished  the  decrees  of  Ber^ 
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tin  and  Milan,  with  renewed  assurances  of  a  determi* 
nation  to  enfinca  tlxem,  and  Great  Britain  having  an- 
nounced her  deliberate  purpose  of  making  her  Orders 
in  Council  commensurate  with  those  decrees,  we  h^e 
impiened  with  a  belief  that  a  war>  once,  begun,  must 
be  continued  during  the  present  European  conflict, 
■  and  perhaps  abandoned,  aAer  years  of  disaster,  incident 
to  ail  wars,  without  accomplishing  the  olject  fbr  which 
it  was  undertaken. 

We  forbear  to  present  to  the  consideration  of  your 
honorable  body  a  detail  of  those  multiplied  evils  which 
we  anticipate  in  such  a  conflict,  lest  their  magnitude 
and  Tariety  mi^t  be  considered  as**calculated  to  de- 
press the  JQst  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  national 
spirit  and  resources,  and  to  encourage  the  persever- 
ance of  foreign  nations  in  pretensions  hostile  to  our 
rights.  We  cannot,  however,  but  hope  that  Gorcrn- 
ipent,  having  tried  for  years  a  system  of  restrictions 
which  has  proved  inefi*ectual  In  respect  to  foreign  na- 
Uoas,  and  ruinous  to  ourteWefe,  will  once  inore  restore 
OS  to  our  commercial  pursuits,  and,  without  fdmndon- 
mg  jnst  claims  of  reparation,  will  enal>le  os  U>  aid  in 
those  preparations  which,  in  some  more  auspicious  pe- 
riod, nay  afibrd  capacity  ot  vindicating  such,  claims 
with  a  pvobalniity  of  success.  And  we  can,  upon  this 
most  solemn  oc<^on,  appeal  to  the  Searcher  of  Hearti, 
ihmif  in  this  apphcatioq  to  your  honorable  body,  we  ave 
induenped  by  no  party  considerations,  no  spirit  of  dis- 
afiectiont  no  disposition  to  embarrass  the  proceedings, 
or  reproach  the  motives  of  any  of  the  Department^  of 
Government.  Neither  do  the  people  of  Massachusetts, 
unmindful  of  the  example  of  their  ancestors,  take  coun- 
sel from  fear.  But  in  this  last  and  respectful  efibrt  in 
behalf  of  their  commercial  rights,  and  to  inddc^  the 
National  Governpent  to  pause  and  rescue  their  coun- 
try from  war,  they  are  impelled  by  dictates  of  self-pres- 
enratien,  by  their  attachment  to  the  Union,  by  a  per* 
suasion  of  the  invincible  and  growing  opposition  of  the 
people  to  these  measures,  and  by  duty  to  themselves, 
to  pQstsrity,  said  to  God.* 

TIMOTHY  BIGELOW,  Speaker. 

In  THX  Housx  or  Rx»Bi[sr!f tj^itis, 

Juhe  6,  18l8. 

Orderedf  That  the  foregoing  inemorisl  be  signed  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  House,  and,  together  with  the  re- 
solve upon  which  it  is  founded,  be  forthwith  transmit- 
ted to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
Benators  and  the  RepresentatiYes  of  this  Common- 
wealth in  Cottgcsas  be  teqan^d  to  uie  thehr  utmost 
exertions  to  cany  the  object  (hereof  into  efiect. 

Attest :  BENJAMIN  POLLARD,  Clerk. 


SaTUBDAT,  JtlQ€  13. 

Mr.  ChicQO,  from  the  committee  to  whbm  the 
subject  wss  recommitted  for  the  purpose,  reported 
a  bitl  for  the  relief  of  James  Wrlkinsoa  ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Gbcqq,  from  the  irommittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  biff,  entitled^  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
ClemeDt  B.  Penrose,"  reported  it  without  amend* 
ment ;  and,  oi^  his  motion,  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  beeD  propo&ed,  it  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the.  subject,  reported  a  bill  sopple* 
mentary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorise 


a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  Unite4 
States ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill;  entitled  ^'An  act  authorizing  the  re- 
mbsion  of  forfeited  recognisances  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia."  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. . 

The  President  signed  the  enrolled  bill  last 
reported  to  have  been  examined,  and  it  was  de- 
livered to  ^he  committee,  to  be  laid  before  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  memorial, 
signed  by  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  and  a 
large  number  of  others,  inhabitant^  of  Ann  Arun- 
del country,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  deprecating 
the  declaration  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  and 
stating  their  reasons  at  large  against  the  naeasuie ; 
and  (he  itiemorial  was  read. 


Monday,  June  15. 

Mr.  Hunter,  frorii  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  t»ill,  entitled  ^An  act  authorizing  the 
discharge  of  William  Peek  from  his  imprison- 
ment," reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Reed,  from  the  committee  to  whom  .was 
referred  the  biH,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
ofLieutenapt  William  D.  Bealt,*  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr;  Tait  presented  sundry  resolutions,  signed 
W.  B.  Bullock,  chairman,  adopted  on  the'  third 
instant,  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Savannah  ' 
and  its  vicinity,  on  the  itubject  of  our  relations 
with  Great  Britain  and  France,  and' approbatory 
or  the  measures  of  .the  General  Government  for 
the  maintenance  of  our  national  rif^hls. 

Mr^  Varnum  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
W.  GoldsbOrough  and  others,  prayfng  a  charter 
of  incorporation  te  a  company  for  the  estjiblish- 
ment  ef^  bank  in  the  City  ot  Washington }  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committed,  to  consider  and  report  theVeon  by  bill 
or  otherTi^is^ ;  and  Messrs.  TARNtrii^  GftEOO,  and  ^ 
TArtoR,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  mes^ge  froth  the  Hotise  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  biit,  entitled 
*'An  act  fot^the  more  perfect  organization  of  the 
infantry  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States;"  ther 
ask  a  conference  on  the  subject-matter  thereof, 
and  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part..  The 
Honse  of  Representatives,  have  passed  a  bill,  en- 
titled "Au  act  confirming  grants  to  laud  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  derjved  from  the  British 
Government  of  West  Florida,  Dot  sobsequently 
regranted  by  the  Government  of  Spaiin  or  of  the 
United  States  5"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  *An  act  anthorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States 'to  raise  certain  companies 
of  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
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To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  copies  of 
letters  which  have  passed  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plen- 
ipotentiary of  Great  Britain. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Jdkk  15,  1812. 

The  Message  and  copies  therein  mentioned 
were  read. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,^'  was  read  the  second  time. 


TtJESDAY,  June  16. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  confirming 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  found- 
ed on  warrants  of  survey  granted  by  the  Spanish 
Government,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  (o  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  the 
laws  within  the  Di&trict  of  Columbia,^  reported 
it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  bill,  entitleii  ''An  act  conferring  cer- 
tain powers  on  the  Levy  Court  for  the  county  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  with 
amendments. 

The  two  bills  brought   up  yesterday  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence  were 

.  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  look  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  requesting 
a  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  more 
perfect  or^nizaiion  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army 
of  the  Untied  States;"  and,  having  agreed  there- 
to, Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Andbrson,  and 
Varnum,  were  appointed  the  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Reed,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  lease,  fora  term 
of  years,  one  of  the  public  reservations  of  ground 
in  the  City  of  Washington."  reported  it  without 
amend  men  t. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smitu,  of  Maryland,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  in  October  next. 

Mr.  Reed,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  any  part  of 
the  reservations  of  public  ground  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  William 
D.  Beall;"  and,  no  am,endment  having  been  pro- 
posed, it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  •'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Clement  B.  Penrose,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.  . 

The  following  Message  was  receired  from  the 
Prbsident  op  thb  United  States  : 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  Congre«s  copie« 
of  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the  Charg^ 
dcs  Atfaires  of  the  United  States  at  London,  accompt- 
nicd  by  a  letter  from  the  latter  to  the  British  Minister 
of  Foreign  AflUirs.  JAMES  MADISON. 

June  16,  1812. 

The  Me:>saoe  and  documents  therein  mentioaed 
were  read. 


Weonesoay,  June  17. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  confirming  grants  to 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  derived  from 
the  British  Government  of  WesiFlorida^not  kub- 
sequenily  regranled  by  the  Government  of  Spain 
or  of  the  United  States."  was  read  the  secontl 
lime,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  lo  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  j  and  Messrs.  Grego, 
WoRTHiNGTON,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  supplementary  lo 
'An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the  United  Stales," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  j  ind 
Messrs.  ANnERSON,  German,  and  Rced,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
"Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  lease, fort 
term  of  years,  any  part  of  the  reservations  of  the 
public  ground  in  the  City  of  Washington;  and, 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Presideot  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time^as  amended  ?  Jt  wasdeter- 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represcnttlires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing 
of  Treasury  notes  j"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


Thcrsday,  June  18.  * 
The  bill  yesterday  brought  up  from  the  Hotise 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence  wasread,tnd 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Presideot  of  the  United 
States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  any  part  of 
the  reservations  of  public  ground  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Brent«  recommitted  to 
Messrs.  Reed.  Brent,  and  Gilman,  further  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ibe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  conferring  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 
for  the  couniy  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Cokimbia."  together  with  the  amendment*  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  com  mi  t  tee  j  and.hav- 
•■^  agreed  lo  the  amendment^,  the  Presideot  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly* 
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On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  wai$  determiDed  in  the  affirm- 
atire. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cx>08ideration'of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  the  laws  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia," (ogeiher  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  commidee;  and«  having 
agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  hi  the  af- 
firmatiTe. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An-  act  for  the  relief  of 
Lieutenaat  Colonel  William  D.  Beall,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration. of  the  bill  i^upplemen^ 
tary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  autl^orize  a 
deuetunent  from  the  militia  of  the  United  States," 
piutsed  April  10,  181^. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Batard,  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereoa;  aod  Messrs.  Bayard,  Smitb.  of 
&«ary]aiid,  and  Wortbinqton,  were  appointed 
tbe  eominittee. 

Tbe  iojunctioQ  of  secrecy*  thereoii  having  been 
remoTed,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Anoersosc,  twer?e 
hundred  copies  of  the  confidential  IV^essage  of  th.e 
President  of  the  United  States  of  the  first  of  June 
iDstant,  was  ordered  to  be  prmted  for  the  use  of 
tbe  Senate. , 

Cfcrtaui  amfidetUitd  pr0ceeding9  of  the  Senaiet 
mneejbrwi  June,  iure  a$  /•llaw.  the  injwuUion  of 
ee^peey  htmng  been  removed  .* 

MoMDAy,  June  Ij  1.813. 
A  eoafidential  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsibbiit  of  tbb'Unitbd  States,  as'follows: 

J  For  this  Message,  see  the  Supplemental  Jour- 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Hoa^ie  of  Repre- 
sentatives, under  the  date  6f  June  1, 1812,  poet."] 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  eoasist  of  seven  members,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bilLor  otherwise ;  and. Messrs. 
ANDBBaoN,  Smith,  of  Maryland,,  Lbib,  Camp- 
bblL)  oi  Tennessee,  Howell,  Lloyo,  and  Tat- 
Lo%  were  appointed  the  committee, 

Wednesday,  Jane  3. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  confidential 
Mes5age  of  the  President  of  tbe  United  Stated,  of 
tbe  1st  iDstant,  was  ordered  to  be  .printed  for  the 
Qseof  tbe  Senate,  under  an  iojuaction  of  secrecy. 

Friday,  June  5. 

A  eoofidentiil  message  was  reoeived  from  the 
Houae  of  Represeatatives,  by  Messrs.  Macon  aji^ 
FiBBLET,  two  of  their  members — Mr.  MaeoN, 
ebairman : 

Mr.  Freeident :  TheHooseofBepreseBtatiret 
have  passed  a  {>ill,  eBtttled  ^  An  act  declaring  War 


between.  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  States  and  their  Territories;  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate;  and  re- 
quest that  the  bill  be  considered  confidentially. 

An  act  declaring  war,  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
dependencies,  and  the  United  States  and  their  Ter- 
ritories. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hou^eof  Repreeent* 
aiivee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America,  in  Vongre$9 
aeeemhled^  That  war  be. and  the  Fame  is  hereby  declared 
to  exist  between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies, 
ahd  the  United  States  and  their  Territories;  and  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  aothorized 
to  use  the  whole  land  and  navi^l'  force  of  the  United 
States  to  carry  the  same  into  effect ;  and  to  issue  to 
priYtte  armed  vesMbi  of  the  United  States  commissions 
or  letters  of  marque  and  general  reprisal,  in  such  form 
as  he  shall  think  proper,  and  under  the  seal  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  against  the  vessels,  goods,  and  effects,  of  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  of  its  subjects,  and  of  all 
persons  inhabiting  withia  any  of  its  (erritoriss  or  pos- 


On  motibn,  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  unani- 
mous consent.;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lbib,  it 
was- referred  to  the  cqmmtttee  appointed  the  1st 
instant  on  the -confidential  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  tbe  same  date,  to 
consider  and  report  tbereoi)^    . 

Monday,  June  8. 

Mr.  ANDEHEiaoif,  from  the  comtaiittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  declaring' 
war  between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies, 
and  the  United  States  and  their  Territories,"  re- 
ported the  bill  with  amendments. 

Tbe  committee  also  Reported  sundry  eommoai- 
cations,  confidentially  made  to  them,  from  tbe 
Treasury  and  War  Departments  on  tbe  subject. 

On  ifiotion  by  Mr.  Luoyd, 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  furnish  copies  of 
the  said  communications  to  such  Senafors  as  mty 
require  them. 

Tuebdat,  Jane  9. 
On  motion  by  Mr«  AMOBBsoBt  the  bill,  eBtitlcd 
^^  An  act  declaring  war  bet  ween  Great  Britain  and 
her  dependencies,  and  tbe  United  States  a^d  their 
Territories,"  was  considered  'as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  Mr.  Gaill'abd  was  requested  to  take 
the  Chair ;  and,  after  delate,  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Gbboo,  that  the  bill  be  ^recommitted,  for 
further  aipendaient,  to  the  cooHnittee  who  have 
under  consideration  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  the  1st  June.  And,  after 
debate,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  the 
Senate  adjourned. 

•    Wbdnbbday,  JuBe  10. 

Mr.  Gaillard  was  requested  to  take  tbe  Chair. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbt 

Whole,  the  bill,  entitlea  **  An  act  declaring  war 

between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and 

tbe  United  Slates  and  their  Territories." 

'  Mr.  GBEdo,  by  perinissioa,  amended  hi*  motion 
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{qt  recommiuiDg  the  bill  to  thecqimnittee  ap- 

SoiiUed  CD  the  coofidential  Mess&ge  of  the  Presci- 
ent of  the  United  States,  of  the  Ist  of  June,  as 
follows: 

Itesolved,  That  the  1?ill,  entitled  <'Anact  decIaVing 
war  between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  States  and  their  Tehitories/'  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  comtaiittee  to  whom  was  committed  t)ie  Mes- 
sage of  the  President,  of  the  Ist  instant,  with  instruct 
tions  to  modify  and  amend  the  same,  iii  such  manner 
t|iat  the  President  of  the  United  States  snail  hard  power 
to  authorize  the  public  armed  ships  and  vessels  of  the 
United  States  to  make  reprisals  upon  the  public  and 
priyate  ships- and  vessels,  goods,  and^  merchandise,  be-; 
longing  to  the  Crowii  of  tbe.  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and.  Ireland,  or  to  t^e  subjects  thereof;  anji 
also  to  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  under  suit- 
able, regulations,  to  be  provided  in  the  bill,  to  private 
armed  ships  and  yessek  (o  make  like  reprisals. 

Oq  motioD  by  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  that 
the  motion  be  amended,  so  as  that  the  bill  be  re- 
committed to  a  iml^  commitle«,  il  was  determiined 
m  the  negative.  And  after  debate,  ibe  President 
fetumed.tbe  Chair,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Tbursday*,  Jbne  11. 

Mr.  Qaillard  was  feqtiested  to  tike  tha  Chitir. 

Od  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  ReproBenlatives,  entitled  ^'An  act  de» 
claring  War  between  Great  Britain  aAd  herdepen- 
•  dencies,and  the  United  States  and  their  Territo- 
ries,"! was  re8umed,'and  cotisidered  is  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  together  withv  th^  motion 
yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Gh^gq;  and,  on  the 
^iiestipD  to  agree  to  the  motion,  it  was  determined 
in  the  aflSrroative-?-yeas.l7,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

TxAs — Messrs. Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German,  Giles, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gripgg,.  Horaey,  Howeil,  Hunter, 
Lambert)  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Snxith  of  New  Tprk,  and 
Worthington.  ^ 

Hats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Crawford,  CutU,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Pope, 
amith  of  Maryland,  Tait, Taylor,  Turner,  and  Vamum. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  CRAWrORD  resumed  the  Chair; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson,  it  was  Ordered 
that  the  committee  to  whom  this  biH  is  recQtn-. 
mitted  hstre  leare  to  sit  immediately. 

PRinAr,,JuDe  12. 

Mr.  Lloyd  siibmitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

,  •<  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stat^  tie  requested 
to  cause  to  be  kdd  befdre  the  Senate,  confidentially,  o^ 
otherwise,  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  all  the  informa- 
tion in  tha  Department  of  State,  not  heretofons  com- 
municatedy  haviug  relation  to'  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  and  France  towards  the  United  SiatM." 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  fbt  consideration. 

RE^mSALS  ON  BKmSH  COMMERCE. 
Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  wbojoi 
was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  dV 
daring  war  between  Gr^t  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dtencies,  a|id  the  United  States  and  their  Territo- 
ries," with  instructions  to  modify  and  amend  the 


saine,  in  such  manner  that  the  President  shall 
have  the  power  to  authorize  the  public  armed 
ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  make  re- 
prisals upon  the  public  and  private  ships  and  ves- 
sels, good?,  and  merchandise,  belonging  to  the 
Crown  of  the  Unitea  Ki^ngdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,and  tothe  subjects  thereof;  and  also  to 
grant  .letters  of  marque  and  reprisal^  uodbr  suitable 
regulations,  to  be  provided  in  the  bill,  to  private 
shins  and  vessels  to  make  reprisals,  agreeably  to 
said  instructions,  reported  as  follows : 

'*  After  the  word  that^  in  the  third  line  of  the  bill» 
strike  out  the  residue  of  th&  bill,  and  insert  the  follow- 
ing amendment :. 
,     "The  President  of  the  United  Sutcs  shall  be  and 

he  is  hereby  authorized^  from  and  after  the day  of 

next  ensuingj  to  cailse  reprisals  to  be  msde  Upon 

the  public  and  private  ships  and' vessels,  goods,  and 
mercfiaiidise,  belongin|t  to  the  Crown  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to'  the  aub- 
jects  thereof,  which  may  be  found  on  the  high  sea^^  or 
elsewhere,  after  the  said  -^-^  day  of p-  next,  except- 
ing such  ships,  vessels,  or  property,  as*  now  are,  or  may, 

before  the  said «-  day  of  —  next,  b»  within  the 

ports  and  harhbrs,  or  nndar  the  control,  of  tha  United 
States,  and  aH  ships,  vessels,  or  property,  within  the 
jurisdiction -of  any  Pow^  with  whom  the  United  States 
are  not  engaged  in  war ;  and,  for  the  purposes  afoiessiil, 
to  instruct  .the  commanders  of  the  public  armed  veisels 
wliich  are  or  Which  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  to  subdue,  seize,  and  take,  any  armed 
or  other  British  vessel  belonging  to  the  said  Uofted 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  nr  to  the  sub- 
jects thereof,  which  shall  be  found  within  the  jorisdic- 
tioDal  Hmfts  of  the  United  Statest  or  et8ewhere,0Q  the 
high  seas  as  aforesaid*  And  such  captured  vesaely  with 
her  apparel,  guns,  and  appurtenances,  t^d,  the  goods 
or  effects  which  shall  be  found  on  board  the  saiiie,  being 
'pritish  property,  shall  be  brought  within  some  port  of 
the  United  Sutes,  and  shall  be  duly  proceeded  against 
and  cqndettined  as  fodeitedf  and  shall  accrue  and  be 
distributed  as.  by  law  is  or  shaU  be  provided,  veepecting 
the  captures  which  shall  be  mide  by  the  public  arm^d 
vessels  of  the  United  States. 

•,  '<Szc.  2.  And:peitfurthetenqcted,  That  the  Preri- 
tlent  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  liereby, 
authorized  to  grants  to  the  owners  of  private  anned 
ships  anil  vessels  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  make 
application  therefor,  commissions  in  the  form  which  he 
shall  direct,  under  the  seal  of  the  United  Slates;  and 
such'  private  armed  vessels,  when  duly  com  missioned 
a^  afoireaaid,  shall  have  the  same  license  and  autfaoyiiy 
for  subd«ing,i8eizing,  and  capturing  any  armed  orodier 
British  vessels  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  BriUin  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  sub- 
jects tl\ereof,  and  for  the  recapturing  of  the  vessels, 
godds,  and  dfects,  of  the  people  of  die  United  States^ 
M  the  publhi  armed  vessels  of  th^  United  States  by 
law  have,'  and  shall  be  in  like  manner  subject  te 
such  instructions  as  shall  be  order^  by  the  President 
of  the  United  Statea,  in  conformity  with  the  establiihed 
law  of  nations,  and  the  treaties  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  regulation  of  their  oondnct  t  ^nd  the 
^mmissiona  whidi  -shall  be  granted  as  aforesaid  shaU  be 
revocable  at  the  pleasura  of  thePresident  of  the  United 
Sutes  -^ 

«  8x0. 8.  Andjk  ii  further  enacted,  Thatevciy  pw- 
aoa  intending  to  aet  forth  and  employ  an  amed  vssseit 
and  applying  for  the  commission  as  aforesaid,  shall  pro* 
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inot,  m  writm^,  tlM  name,  tnd  mitable  description  of 
fkit  tmmmge  and  fane,  of  tlie  VMsel,  and  M^e  namfl  of 
randaooe  of  each  owner  oonoeroed  thefain,  the  n^mber 
af  Ike  craw,  aiid  the  name  of  tke  commander  and  the 
two  offieara  aaLZt  in  lank  appointed  for  aitch  iteaael ; 
whick  writing  ahall  be  aigped  by  tke  person  or  persons 
making  such  application,  and  filed  with  the  Secretary 
of  State,  or  ahaU  be  delivered  to  any  other  officer  or 
person  who  shall  be  employed  to  deliver  out  suoh  com- 
misgions,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  • 
State. 

••  Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  before 
any  commission  as  aforesaid  s(iall  be  issued,  the  owuer 
or  owners  of  the  ship  or  vessel  for  which  the  same 
«  ihsn  be  reqneated,  and  the  commander  thereof  for  the 
time  being,  shall  give  bond  to  the  United  States,  with 
at  least  two  reaponslble  sureties,  net  intereited  in  sikch 

vessel,  in  the  penal  sum  of ^  thousand  dollars;  or, 

if  asch  vvaael  be  provided  with  more  than  one  hundred 

and  fifty  men,  then  in  the  penal  sum  of thousand 

dottara,  wHh  condition  that  the  owners^  and  officers, 
and  crew,  who  ahall  be  employed  on  board  of  such 
comaissiened  veasela,  shall  and  will  observe  tke  trea- 
ties and  lawa  of  the  United  States,  and  the  instrilctiona 
whick  shall  l»e, given  them  as  aforesaid  for  the  regula- 
tion of  their  conduct,  and  will  satisfy  all  damages  and 
injuries  which  shall  be  done  or  committed  contrary  to 
tlM  tenor  thereof  by  such  vessel,  during  her  commis- 
'  sion,  and  to  deliver  up  the  same  When  rci'oked  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

"  iBpc.  5.  And  be  itfwrther  enacted,  That  all  public, 
and  private  ships  and  vessels,  goods,,  and  merchandise, 
belonging  to  the  Crown .  of  the  U/iited  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  subjects  thereof, 
together  with  their  apparel,  guns,  and  appurtenances, 
which  shall  be  (bund  on  board  the  same,  being  British 
property,  and  which  fthall  be  captured  by  any  private 
armed  veaael  oir  vessels  of  the  United  States,  duly  com- 
niaslooed  mm  aforesaid,  shall  be  foHeited,  and  shall' ac- 
eme  to  the  owners  thereof  and  the  officetn  and  crews 
by  wfaona  auch  capture  shall  be  -made,  and,  on  due  oon- 
deHnatkm  had,  shall  be  distributed  according  to  kny 
agffeement  whidi  sbaU  be  betweeii  them,  or,  in  fajlure 
of  aoch  agreeflMiit*  then  by  the  discretion  of  the  court 
before  whom  svch  condemnation  shall  be.  , 
««amc.  6.  Andh€  it  further  SMded,  That  all  vesselsr 
'  toeda,  stiod  efibdts,  the  property  of  any  dtixen  of  the 
United  Statea,  or  parson  resident  therein,  \t1iich  shall 
ke  recapiared  aa  aforesaid,  shall  be  restored  to  the  lawx 
ftil  owneia  upon  payment  by  them  reapectively-jof -a 
just  and  reasonable  ^vagie,  to'be  determined  by  Ike 
mntoal  agreement  of  tha  parties  concerned,  or  by  the 
decree  of  any  oouct  of  the  United  States  having  mari- 
time jurisdiction,  accordmg  to  the  nature  of  each  case ; 
provided,  that  such  allowance  shall  not  be 'less  than 
one-eighth,  or  exceeding  one-hal^  of  Ihe  full  value  of 
such  recapture,  without  any  deduction  ;  and  such  sal- 
vage shall  be  distributed  to  and  among  the  own^s,  of- 
ficera,  and  crews,  of  the  private  armed  vessel  or  vessels 
entitled  thereto,  according  to  any  agreemenl  which 
Aall  be  between  them,  or,  in  case  of  no  agreem'ent, 
then  by  the  deofee  of  the  court 'who  shall  determine 
npen  anehaalvage. 

««8ne.  7.  Askd  be  it  further  enatted.  That,  before 
kreaking  bulk  of  any  vesael  which  shall  be  captored  as' 
aforcaaidj  or  ot)ker  di^Msal  or  eon  version  thereof  or  of 
••y  artkiee  whkh  ihaU  be  l^ond  on  boand  the  aame, 
mck  captnre  ahall  he  kmught  into  aom»-pert  of  the 
United  Statea,  and  shall  b^  Hballed  and  proceeded 


against  before  the  district  court  of  the  same  district; 
and,  after  a  doe  course  of  proceeding,  sudi  capture 
shall  be  docteed  as  forfeited  in  the  district  couit,  or  in 
th^  circuit  court  of  the  same  district  in  the  case  of  any 
appeal  duly  allowed,  the  same  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
owners  and  captors  concerned  therein,  or  shall  be  pub- 
licly sold  by  the  marshal  of  the  same  court,  as  shall  be 
fi^nally  decreed  and  ordered  by  the  court.  And  the 
same  court,  who  shall  have  final  jurisdiction  of  any 
libel  or  complaint  of  any  capture  as  aforesaid,  shall  and 
may  decree  restitution  in  whole  or  part,  when  the  cap- 
ture and  restraint  shall  have  been  made  without  just 
cause  as  •aforeasald;  and  if  made  without  probable 
cause,  or  otherwise  unreasonably,  may  order  and  decree 
damages  and  costs  to  the  party  injured,  and  for  which 
the  owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  the  private  armed 
vessel  or  v^sMels  by  Which  such  Unjust  capture  shall 
have  been  made,  and,  also,  s^ch  vessel  or  vessels  shall 
be  answerable  and  hable. 

.  <'  Sec.  %.  And^  itfwrtktr  enacted.  That  aU  Brit- 
ial^  subjects  and  others,  who  shall  be  found  acting  on 
board  of  any  British  vessel  which  shall  be  captured,  or 
on  board  of  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  whidi 
shall  be  recaptured  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  reported  to 
the  coHe<^r  of  the  port  in  which  they  shall  first  arrive, 
and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  custody  of  the  marshal 
or  some  civil  6r  military  dfficef  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  any  State,  in  or  near  such  port,  Vho  shall  receive 
and  take  int6  custody  the'  said  aubjects  or  persons  for 
their  safe-keeping  and  support,  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States." 

Amend  tha  title;  ^fter  the  word  '<  act,"  strike  out  the 
rest  of  the  title,  and  iiisert  <*  aiithorizing  reprisals  agitinaf 
the  Utown  tff  th«  United  KIngdoih  of  Gteat  Britain 
and- Ireland,  knd  the  subjects  thereof." 

Arid  the  report  was  read.  Whereupon,  Mr. 
Gaillard  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair;  and 
the  bill  and  atnendrnencs  were  considered  as  in. 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  qu  motion,  by 
Mr.  Pope,  to  amend  the  report, .by  fnsertiog,  at- 
terthe  word  "thereof,"  in  the  tenth  line  of  the 
first  section,  the  words  ^*  and,  also,  upon  the  pub- 
lic and  private  ships  and  vessels,  good ^^,  and  mer- 
chandise, belonging  to  the  Crown  of  France  or 
to  the  bubjecUi  thereof:^  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative-^yeas  15,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

YiA8~:Messc|k  Bayaid,  Cond^,  Bana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilmaq,  Goodrich,  Hofsey,  Hhnter,  Lambert, 
.  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

Nats — Miossrs.  Anderson,.  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  <  Franklin,  GaiOard, 
Gregg,  Howell,  Leib>  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Yarnum. 

On  the  question  to  strikeout,  as  reported  by 
the  <;ommittee,  for  the  purpose  oC  inserting  the 
amendments,  the  yeas  were  16,  and  the  navs  16. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib.  the  yeas  ana  nays 
having  been  required  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
preseDt,'tho$e'wbo  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are:, 

Messrs.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German,  GUlmaQ^ 
Goodrich^  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith  of  New  York,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are: 

Messrs.  Aulenon,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campb^  of  Taa« 
nesse^,   CrawfiNrd,  Cutts,  Fraaklib,  Gaillaid,  Gilas, 
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Pope»Robin89n,  Smitk  of  Marjlaotf,  Tait,  TVylor^TiKn 
ner,  and  Varnum. 

So  the  Senate  being  equally  di Tided,  the  ques- 
tion was  lost,  and  ibe  original  bill  was  resumed. 
.  Ob  motfoii.  to.  agree  to  the  first  report  of  the 
eeleet  committee,  and  strike  out  of  the  original 
billjine  9,  the  words  **nnd  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  its  territories  or  possessions:"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — feas  21,  nays  11,. as 
follows: 

YxAs^— Mestrs.  Anderson/  Bayard,  Condit«  Danat 
German,  Giles,  Gilman, .  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey, 
Howell,  Hnntijr,  Lambert,  Leib,  Llojd,  Pope,  Reed, 
"Smith,  of  Maryland,  3mith,  of  New  York,  Vaniuni> 
and/yVorthington.  . 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent.  Campbell,  o/  Tennes* 
•see,  Crawford,  CutU,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Rohinaon, 
Tait,  Taylor,  and  Turner. 

On  -inotion,  it  was  also  agreed  to  insert  the 
word  ^'andj^in  the  ninth  line,  after  the  word 
« Britain."  - 

.  Saturday,  June  13.. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  subipitted  yesterday  by  Mr.^i^byn;  and, 
on  the  question  to  a^ree  thereto,  n  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative— ^yeas  14,  i^ys  17,  aa 
(allows:  .      '  .  -^. 

YxAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Gilea,  Oil- 
man, Goodrich^  Gregg,  Hors^,  H«uter,  Lambert,  Laib, 
Lloyd,  Reea,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland. 

Nats — Messrs  Anderson,  Bibb^  Breril,^  Campbell, 
of  Tennessee,  Coridit« '  Crawford,  Cutis,  FranUiii^ 
GaiUard,  Howell,  RobinsOn,  Smith,  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  TWner,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

DECLARATION  OF  ^AR: 

Mr.  OAiLLABn  was  requested  to  uke  the  Chair ; 
and,  on  motion,  by  Air.  Anderson^  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  declaring  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  States  and  their  Territories,"  was  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  hav^ 
tog  agreed  to  ^ndry  amendments,  the  President 
resumed  ihe  Chair;  and  Mr.  QAtLLARU  reported 
the  bill  with  amettdments,  which  w«re  considered 
in  Senate  aud  agreed  to  as  follows :        .     ' 

Third  line,  alter  the  word  *•  between,"  strike 
out  to  the  end  of  the  line,  and  inserL  ^th^  Uni- 
ted Kingdom  of  Grea^  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
the  dependencies  thereof."  . 

Line  4,  after  the  word  **  States,"  where  it  first 
occurs,  insert,  "  of  America." 

Line  9,  after  the  word  ^  Britain,"  strike  out  \o 
the  end  of  the  bill,  ^nd  insert,  ''the  said  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  tbe^ 
subjects  thereof." 

A  motion  was  inaiJe  by  Mr.  Qbrmam,  to  post- 

Sone  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the 
rst  Monday  in  November  neit. 
Mr.  German  addressed  the  Chailr  as  follows : 
Mr.  Prei^ident :  I  made  the  motion  to  postpoi^e 
the  conaideration  of  the  bill  now  before  us.  rrom 
ft  conviction  that  it  will  be  extremely  injurious  to 
the  country  to  pass  it  at  this  tioae.  1  feel,  Btr,  that 
Che  State  I  have  tke  honor  to  represent  has  a  pe* 


culiar.  interest  in  the  eveat  of  this  question ;  aad 
I  also  feel  the  weight  of  the  intareat  which  tht 
nation  at  lar^  fans  at  auke,  in  the  eveat  of  the 
passage  of  thia  bill.  I  therefore  eonsiderit a  daly 
I  owe  my  coast ituents,  to  use  every  reasonable 
exertion^in  ro]^power  to  prerent  the  object  of  that 
bill,  until  the  country  is  better  prepared  to  carry 
it  into  efiect. 

As  I  presume  the  war.  if  declared,  is  intended 
to  be  an  offensive  one,  I  will,  to  establish  the  pro* 
priety  of  my  motipn,  take  a  general  riew  of  the 
situation  of  this  country ',  of  its  means  to  carry  on 
offensive  operations,*  an  well  aa  to  defend  itself, 
and  of  the  situation  and  relative  btrengjlh-also  ot 
the  country  we  are  required  to  make  war  upon. 
.  t  am  ready  to  allow,  Mr.  President,  that  betk 
Great  Britain  and  F.rancebave  given  us  abund- 
ant caus^  for  war ;  on  %hh  occasion,  thterefore,  I 
shall  dispense  with  usinsr  any  argunaeot  which 
might  serve  to  show,  that  if  we  were  even  ia  a 
state  of  preparation,  and  possessed  the  means  of 
insaring  a  favorable  issue,  it  would  be  Iwd  policy 
for  this  country,  at  the  present  time,  to  enter  into 
war  with  Great  Britain,  although  perhaps  many 
weighty  reasons  hiight  be  add^iced  in  support  of 
such  argunient. 

r  willfir^t  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to, 
the  ability  ^nd  strength  6f  the  nation   we  are 
about,  by  this  bill,  to  declare  wa<  agains|.    Gen- 
tlemen ought  to  recollect,  that  Great  QritiKn  has 
been  almost  constantly  engaged  rn  war  for  twenty 
yeart  past  agaihst  one  of  the  most  powerfal  na- 
tions that  evef  existed ;  and  for  a  cohsiderable 
na/t  of  that  time,  the  energies  of  her  ^emy  have 
been   directed  by  war's  fiavbrite  genius— r^APO- 
LEQN,  who  has  succeeded  in  uniting  nearly  the 
whole  force  of  the  Continent  of  BiKope  a^faiast 
her :  against  that  very  nation  which  we  are  about 
to  assail  s  and  what  has  been  the  effect  ?  IsGftat 
Britain  less  powerful  now^  than  she  was-tweaty 
yearpago  ?  ^No^ aJf,  this  constant  warfare  has  ia- 
creased  her  powers  instead  Of  diminishing  them. 
At  the  commencement  of  the'  war,  Fraace  wjb 
nearly  her  equal  oO  the  ocean,  and  several  other 
nations  of  Europe  maintained  a  |k>werfui  naval 
force.'  But  wlia*  ia  ih'eir  situation  at  preseat? 
Hasnbt  Great .  Britain  driven  theh»  all. from  the 
oceart  ?    And  does  she  not  remain  sole  miMress  ? 
I  ask,  gentlemen,  if  her  ability  to  carry  oa  a  dis- 
tant war  by  land,  or  sea,  has  diraiaish^d  1    The 
answer  must  be  that  it  has  increased  with  her  na- 
vy, and  extended  with  herdomlnioli.  Great  Brit- 
ain now  commands  the  strength  and  resources  of 
inoHt  of  the  West  India  islands,  and  many  of  the 
islaiids  in  the  Indian  Ocean.    She  control*  the 
destinies  of  more  than  thirty  millionii  of  people 
ou  the  Continent  of  Asia.-   And  she  has,  at  this 
time,  or  will  have,  if  we  engage  in  a  war  with 
her,  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  trade  of  the  world; 
and  under  these  circumstances  possesses  the  abil- 
ity to  carry  oa  a  war  in  distant  countries  across 
theQoean,  {ioyoodany  nation  ever  heard  of. 

.  Th«fSa.consideratioas,  Mr.<  President,  lead  me  to 
the  riew  of  oar  aituation  and  meaaa  of  defence, 
and  of  our  libiiity  to  carry  imndediate  war  iato  the 
eofoai^  6f  Uppor  and  Lower  CaMda;  I  will  ^nt 
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eoosider  the  situation  of  our  maritime  frootier,  be* 
f  ioninsr  at  NeiKf  Orleans,  and  examine  the  siiua- 
tioB  of  that  place.  We  learn  from  the  War  Office 
tbat  there  is /»/(/e  ri$iBg  of  one  huncired  regular 
troops  stalioned  near  the  city  for  its  defence.  Now 
I  will  ask  any  gentlenmo  if  that  paltry  force  is. 
soffieieot  for  that  object  ;..and  if  it  will  not  be  in 
the  power  of  the  British  to  take  possession  of  that 
citjr  within  sixty  days  after  your  declaration, of 
war  against  them  ?  if  gentlemen  cafculate  on  the 
goodness  and  forbearance  of  the  enemy,  I  think 
they  will  be  deceiFed.  Great  Britain  is  a.  wily. 
acti?e  nation.  She  has  been  trained  to  war!  She 
will  not  measure  her  steps  and  movements  by 
ours;  if  we  areoot  prepared  to  defend  our  seaports, 
she  Will  not  wait  until  we  are;  and  should  she 
get  possession  of  New  Oc^eaas,  it  will  cost  much 
blood  and  treasure  to  dislodge  her.  Passing  north- 
erly along  oiir  coast,  let  us  see  what  is  the  situa- 
tioQ.of  our  most  Taluable  cilies.  CharlesJton  and 
Norfolk,  as  well  as  many  other  places  of  less  coo- 
sequence,  are  found  exposed  to  marine  attacks. 
And  when  we  reack  the  city  of  New  Yciilt  (the 
nation's  j^reat  emporiuo^pf  trade)  do  we.  on  view- 
ing its  situation,  and  strei>gth  of  the  public  works 
for  it9<  defence,  find  it  in  a  perfect  state  of  securi^ 
ty  1  No,  sir,  unless  the  greatest  part  of  voQr  frig- 
ates  are  stationed  there,  to  aid  ypur  fortifications 
and  gunboats,  it  will  fail  a  prey  to  the  enemy^^ 
It  can  be  assailed  by  a  small  fl(;'ei,  with  every  pros* 
peet  of  suoees9'.  The  only  resistanqe  they  would 
meet  with  would  be  in  passing  thei  fortificatioos 
on  States  Island,  and  pisrhaps  a  feW  shots  from 
Bedlow'^s  and  EUis's  Islands.  They  might  soon 
place  themselves  abreast  the  works  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  city,  the  weakest- oif  them  all.  And  ( 
have  BO  doubt  two  seventy-foots  might  silence 
thb  work  in  twenty  or  thirty  miniites.  l^iiey 
would  then  meet- with  no  other  resistaooe.ihan 
fro9>  travelling  goes  on  the  shore  and  from  the 
doeks.  The  ic;iult  would  probably  b^^  that  the 
eity  wopld  be  set  on  fire,  or  a  cctotributjen  extort* 
ed  (rom  its  inhabitants.  I  will  now  rpass  on  to 
Rhode  Island.  Does  the  prospect  of  seouxiijr  there 
flatter  osl  No.  sic.  I  am  told  bv  competent  judges 
that  nothing  snprt  of  a  force  otfrom  three  td  five 
thousand  men  cao  defend  that  island.'  Boston,  it 
is  aaid,  can  be  defended;  and  is,,  perhaps,  the  only 
aecore  place  of  considerable  consequence  on  the 
seaboard.  In  viewing  the  situation  alon^  the  pro- 
vioce  of  Maine,  airaoor  northern  froiitier  up  the 
river  Sl  Lawrence,  and  the  Lakes  to  .Fort  Mai* 
deo,  and  from  tbeace  to  the  Missivsippi,  do  we 
Dot  find  almost  every  point  and  place.wherelhere 
are  inbabitaats,  subject  |o  the  incursions  oC  ihe^ 
enemy  7  Have  ihey  not  more  troops  on  and^near 
the  line  than  we  have  1  Yes,  sir,  they  have  lea 
to  our  one,  and  a  militia  which  the  Qovecnment 
of  Canada  have  been  folly  vigilant  in  training.  I 
nnderstand  that  ever  sinpe  the  prospect  of  war 
began  to  thicken  in  the  political  horizon,  (hey. 
have  trained  their  militia  thi:ee  or  foot  tlqies  a 
month;  and  have  paid  them  daily  wages  for  their 
services.  Not  so,  sir,  with  our  militia-^they  have, 
it  is  true,  been  ealled  into  the  public  service  to 
do  the  duty  of  r^olar  troopa ;  and  what  is  now 


their  situation  ?  Sixteen  hundred  of  the  militia 
of  the  State  of  New  York  have  been  ordered  intu 
public  service,  on  the  froi^iers  of  that  State,  and 
have,  sis  I  am  informed,  marched  to  their  place  of 
destination.  There  we  find  exhibiting  a  specta- 
cle that  would  wound  the  feelings  of  the  most 
callous  m^n—withwt  hais^  wiilumt  bUtnkets  t# 
cocer  ihem,  tpUhtmt  camp  ketllea  to  cook  the  mie- 
erable  protUiona  furnished  them  by  the  Govern- 
ment  contractore,  or  any  one  necessary  for  caihn 
equipage.  Their  officers  with  the  utmost  diffiad' 
ty  pre  Dentin^  their  marching  home  for  sey^  pre- 
servation. Here^  Mr.  President,  1  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  ihe  propriety  and  oon^^ 
slitutionalily  of  calling  out  thi^  detachment  of 
mUi.tia  at  a  fiitte  when  noeneipy  n^enaced  an  in- 
vasion. Tb^  Constitution  only  authorizes  the 
Qeneraf  Qovernoient  to  call  out  the  militia  to 
Mippress  insurrection^  enforce  the  laws^  and  repel 
invasion.  And  I  would  ask  whethereither  of  thes^ 
events  had  happened  when  this  corps  of  militia 
were  ordered  out?  Ne..  It  it  well  known  that 
no  sUch  emergency  existed.  But  they  have  this 
miserable  consolation,  that  they  are  to  receive 
six  dollars  and  two-thirds  a  monxh^  for  their  ser- 
vices, finding  their  own  clothes,  arms  and  accott- 
trements.  I  do  not. mention  these  things  with  a 
wish  to  diiioourage  the  militia  from  serrfng  their 
country  when  Ujecesaery,  nor  do  I  |>elieve  defend* 
ing  them  in  their  constitutional  rights  will  have 
that  effect,  for  I  am  fully  aware  that  there  is  no 
class  of  citizens  more  paM'iotic  or  willing  to  de- 
fend their  country  than  they  are,  and  will  be  so 
found  when  the  safety  of  it.  shall  really  deouad 
their  services. . 

,  I  will  now.  resume  the  consideration  of  oor  aic- 
uatipQ  up  the  Lakes  to  Detroit  and  Fort  Maldeow 
Here  it  mast  be  remembered  that  tbe-Qrttish  eom* 
mand  the  Lakes.  Wearetold  that XjK> ver nor HuM 
is  marching  to  the  defence  of  Detroit  w^th  twelve 
hundred. miliifa  from  the  State  of  Qhio,  together 
with  four  hundred  regular  troops!  formed  and  dis*  , 
ciplioed  for  action  by  the  brave  Colonel  Bo^d. 
TJiese  troops,  1  hope,  will  be  heuer  supplied  and 
prdvided  for  than  those  on  t^e  frontier  of  New 
York.  It  is  whispered  by  some  of  the  favorites 
who  are  suffered  to  know  ihe  projects  of  our  Qor* 
ernment,  that  the  British  have  sent  a  part  of  their 
regular  troops,  together  with  a  number  of  Indians, 
from  Fort  Maiden  to  Fort  Erie,  near  the  Falls  of 
Niagara  (  ahd  this  is  taken  as  cehain  evidence  of 
tlie  weakness  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Nlaldeo,and 
that  that  fort  may.conseqviently  be  surprised  and 
taken  by  Governor  Hull  with  little  difficulty; 
Now  I  draw  the  exact  4K>ptrary  conelosioo  Trom 
this  circumstance;  for  the  British  mast  have 
known  that  .Gk>verhor  Hull  was  on  his  march  te 
Detroit,  and  if  thf y  had  beeh  weak  at  Fort  Mai- 
den they  never  would'havo  detached  part  of  their 
force  and  sent  it  to  the  aid  of  FOrt  Erie.  But 
presuming  they'h9d  not  heard  of  Qovernor  HnlPs 
march,  aad  that  they  had  left  that  fort  <fompara* 
tively  defenceless,  they  will  assuredly  learn  it  cooa 
enough  to  have  the  detachment  return  by  water 
before  Gk)vemor  Hull  can  reach  Maiden.  And  if 
in  the  attempt  to  take  Fort  Maiden,  OoTeraor 
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HaU'sfacufd  m^t  with  a  Hef^at,  the  eoDs^qaences 
will  be  alarming;  f»r  no 'retaftyreement  ca&  he 
sent  him,  nor  Any  as^sHinee  aflforded  ^kkhi  Ptiouf^h 
to  pr^yenvt  disastrous  f^rmination  of  the  expedi- 
tipn.  In  that  rase  the  British,  with  a  partial  aid 
from  the  Ibdianis,  might  cross  the  river  and 'take 
posseftsioo  of  Detroit;  Und  if  theyshoo4d  then  ob- 
tain the  assistance  of  the  Indians  generally,  it  WU\ 
be  in.their  power  to  drive  indllthe  frontier  set- 
ttements  of  Ohio';  and  there  can  be  litile  doubt 
when  this  wkr  is  once' com menced'that  neatly  all 
the  Indians  wtU  flock  to  the  Britisli  standard.  I 
will  here  take  the  liberty  of  adverting  to  com- 
plaiiits  of  our  Qovernment,  inrthe  diplotnatic  eor^ 
respohdedce  with  Mr.*Foster;'and  mo^taeknow- 
ledffe,  after  so  nauch  t^lk  about  Bfithh  perfidy, 
with  rc^gatd  to  exeiting  the  Indians  to  m,ake  war 
upon  lis,  I  am  disappointed  when  I  refer  to  the 

rrpof  offered  by  the  Executive  on  that  ittbject. 
did  ezpeorthat«fter  it  was  made  a  particular 
part  of  an  Executive  message,  the  proof  offered  in 
Its  support  would  have  been  clear  and  conclusive. 
Far  be  it  from,  tnethat  I  should  wish  to  become 
the  aDoh>gist  for  any  of  the  aggressions  of  the 
Brittah  upbn  oilr  rights,  of  any  of  their  unfriendly 
ooadiict  towards  us,  but  I  think,  if  ouir  fixeoutive 
instead  of  learping  and  scolding  abovt  (be  vigilance 
of  the  firittsh,  in  inducing  the  Indians  to  jdin  them, 
in  the  event  of  a  war  betwee^  the  two  eoontries, 
kad  been  more  vigilant  in  furnishing  the  Iifdians 
with  the  necessaries  /they  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  from  our  publip.  tradin^r  houses  and 
other  soi»ces,  and  had  seasonably  recomniended 
to  CoDffre^  to  have  antborized  the  ExeclitiVe  to 
make  the  Indians  sbo^  suiuble  presents,  at  proper 
timesj  it  would  have  been  productive  of  mof^good 
to  our  western  frontier.  Itlssaid  that  the  British 
foraish  the  Indians  with  arms  and  athmunition ; 
well,  do  not  our*  public  stores  and  traders  do  the 
■aaae?  -And  do  not  the  Indians  depend  upon  their 
arms  and  anvmunitleafor  th^ir  daily  subsistence  f 
It  should  be  recollected  ihit  they- tire  a  people 
who  live  by  huntinff,  and  they  roust  be  sOpplied 
with  arms  and  ammunition  from  sortie  quarter  or 
other.  Wkite  I  am^n  this  snbject,  Mr  Pr^ident;. 
I  will  beg  leave  just  tcr  notice  the  Indian  war  be- 
tween the  troops  under  the  command  of  Governor 
Hatrisoo,  and  thePropfaMnnd  his  adAer^nts-^I 
mean  the  fiamofis  battle  of  Tippecanoe;  and  I 
will  ask,  sir,  for  what  purpose  was  Qoverner  Har- 
rbpn  amd  the  army  under  his  command  seift 
agaioiit  those  people  ? 

If  there  was  mny  disagreeoieat  between  the  In* 
dIfDstad  our  Government,  wny  were  not  discreet 
commissioners  sent  to  (reat  with  them  first,  and 
let  them^know  that  the  Government  was  willing 
to  do  tl^em  justice  ?  It  is  natural  to  soppbse  that 
the  Prophet  «od  his  foUr  or  fii^e  hundred  asso- 
ciates would  never  have  calculated  on  coercing 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  out  of  much 
more  than  what  was  their  just  right  tp-receive. 
Aad,  upon  what  authority  was  this  war  waged  ? 
Wat  notour  army  collected  iMd  marched  two  or 
tbrceo  hundred  miles,  in  a  threatening  Ynanner, 
and  Without^  any  deolaration  of.' war?.  And  did 
BOt  Qoternor  Harrison  plant  l>is  trmy  to  a  me- 


nacing attitudebefore  the  Indian  town,  on  their 
own  lands,  and  in  their  own  territory  ?  And  had 
not  the  Prophet  and  his  party  sufficient' reason  to 
believe  that  ev.erything  dear  to  them  was  atstakel 
Y^s,  sir,  their  homes,  their  firesides,  and  their  all. 
was  about  to  be  destroyed,  except  they  submitted 
wiconditionallf  to  the  commander  who  had.  per- 
haps, been  the  cause  of  all  tlie  difiiculty  which 
subsisted  between  the  Indians  and  our  Govern- 
ment. And  1  must  here  ask,  Mr.  President,  if  afty 
one  c6n  blame  the  Indians  for  fighting,  nader 
such  circumstances  ?  No,  sir.  I  conceive  if  they 
had  not  fooght  they  would  have  debased  hnmaa 
natureltseliV  Since,  then,  this  flame  is  kindled, 
and  that,  too,  by  ourselves,  is  it  prudent  to  wage 
a -premature  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  briig 
ber  force  in  reality  and  openly  in  aid  of  the  sav- 
age tomahywk  and  9cal ping-knife,  already  raised 
a|nihst  our  inndcent  frontier  settlements  ?  I  think 
the  more  prudent  course  would  be  first  to  treat 
with  the  Indtaas,  to  send  some  two  or  three  dis- 
creet and  proper  men  among 'them  to  promise 
tfeeo)  justice  and  friendship,  and  really  to  perform 
What  is  tcrsl  and  right  towards  them;  and,  then, 
my  word  for  %  they  would  be  willing  to  remain 
at'peace  with  ns.  In  .the  mean  time  let  us  raise 
and  discipline  our- army  and  fortify^ oor  seiaporls 
and  tearbprs.  And  when  we  arc  prepared,  if 
Gretrt  Britain  does  not,  in  th&  meah-  time,  do  its 
justice.  We  can  thfcn  attat5k  her  colonies  with  mere 
certain  prospects  tof  auicc!es^;  and,  with  the  satis* 
(kotion,  too,  of  having  first  detached  from  her  the 
aid  of  a  savage  enemy,  whose  known  rule  of  war- 
(kre  is  to  spare  neither  age  nor  sex. 
,  '  I  will  vhxt,  Mr.  President,  take  a  view  of  our 
real  effective  disposable  force,  Which,  in  theeveat 
of  immediate  war,  is  to  protect  and  defend  the 
vasT^xtent  of  onr Northernand  Western froniier. 
which  will  be  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy,  especially  if  we  have  war  with  th^  BHl- 
isii  and  Western  Indians,  both  at  the  same  time. 
If  we  may  Consider  the  statement  obtained  from 
tlie  hend^  of  the  War  Department,  as  correct. 
What  a  dfscou raging  appearance  doei  itaffofdns. 
The  records  ib  the  War  Office  tell  us  that,  indod- 
ing  officers,,  there  ate  between  six  and  seven  tboa* 
^nd  men  in  th^  two  old  armies ;  but  as  to  the  o^w 
army  of  25,000  men,  Jt  is  difficult  to  give  ainy 
certain  9<:coutit  of  the  number  recruited.  It  isj 
however,  said,  that  orders  have  been  issued  direct- 
ing the  recruiting  officers  to'  make  monthly  re- 
turns ;  but^  from  information  which  cannot  be 
doubted}  it, seems  that  these  orders  bave  not  been 
observed;  so  that  the  War  Department  are  quite 
in  the  dark  as  to  the  number  actually  enlisted  m 
the  new  army.  I  understand,  however,  that  an 
estimate;  by  the  head  of, the  War  Department, 
sets  them  doWn  al  about  Ave  thousand,  more  or 
lessj  I  suppo8e,'as-the  case  rony  be;  But,  suppos- 
ing' onr  three  distinct  arniie^  to  acttiaHy  consist 
of  nine  thoushod  men,  exclusive  of  the  sicfc 
(whiiih  Will  be  found  a  vefy  liberal  estimate,; 
they  do  not  then  give  you  men  enough  to  man 
the  guns  in  the  works  for  the  defence  of  the 
Western  frontier'and  seaports.  The  most  of  the 
shrihotMnod  dci^d  of  the  old  army  ai)pear  to  be 
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spread  ov«r  tbe  whole  exteat  of  the  Uoited  Sttte9 
and  Cbcir  Territories;  and,  this  beiDg  O^e'  oase, 
w^ere  is  the  army  tooeme  from  for  thetovasioo 
af  CaMida?  If  gentleaiieB  caleulate  on  the  new 
anay  of  25,000  men  for  that  purpose,  I  will  ask 
them  to  show  me  the  army,  or  inform  me  where 
it  may  be  fount)  1  Js  it  under  the  direction  a:nd 
daily  diseiptine  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  pn 
the  grand  rendezvons  at  Albany;  or  is  it  only  aa 
army  on  paper ;  or  is  it  the  small  part  which  inay 
be  rccraited,  and  are  spread  over  the  Union  at  the 
difSertnt  recruiting  places,  following  the  reoruit- 
ing  sergeant,  and  the  drum  and  fife,  in  the  rn^s 
which  happen  to  co^er  them  when  they  enlist ; 
mmd  oot  knowing  how  long  they  may  remain  in 
that  forlori^  condition,  for  the  want  of  provided 
eare inthe  War  Department ? 

B«t,  Mr.  President,  I  will,  for  a  momeot,  sup« 
poae  this  army  Was  raised,  and  inarched  on  to  the 
gnraod  parade  near  Albany;  and  I  will  then  ask^ 
air,  bowsopo  it  eould  b^  sufficiently  disciplined 
attd  formed  fit  for  actual  service  ?.  I  do-not-  pre- 
teod  to  iMremach  military  skill,  butlam  inform- 
ed by  those  ia  nabese  judgment  and  experieatel 
tmm  boofide,  that  nine  months,*  at  least,'is-  neoes- 
aary  for  this  purpose,  when  an  arjny.is  made  up 
of  rmw  recruits.  Yonag.men  who  have  done  lit- 
tk  or  BO  military  duty^  collected  from  the  differ- 
ent  States  of  the-  Uaioa,  iahabiting  difierent  cli- 
aaates,  and  poaaessing  different  custom*  and  nian* 
Bora,  aa  wefl  as  prejudices;  under  such,  circ^un^- 
aiaiteea,  it  will,  L  have  little  doubt^  require  a 
wbole  year  to  form  (be  platooo  officers  of  this 
army ;  and  officers  cannot  discipline  th^  men  till 
tiMy  learn* tbei^owd  duty.  I  believe  it  is  i^uite 
aa  inpOrtaot  to  have- your  officers  understand 
thei#  doty  as  th»  men,  iif  not  more  so  ^  because 
the  soldiers,  in  the  movements  and  evdut^ns 
of  an  anny,  are  mere-  machines,  actuated  by  the 
diiectioDs  ot  theirofficers ;  whicli^  if  we  vieMr'the 
bigbergrades  of.such  as  the  Geld,  sUff,  and  gen- 
eral o^roers,  oau  we  with  propriety^  calculate  on 
tbe  experience  of  those  among  them  whose  servi- 
ces Id  our  Revblotionary  war  hav^e  justly  entitled 
them  to  our -attention  at  .the  present  crisis  in  as 
ample  asd  confidential  a-  manner  as  if  do  recess 
oc  kfiseofexperienee  bad  taken  place?  It  strikes 
iDe,  sir,  that  it  may  be  fairly  questioned  lyberher, 
from  age  and  the  want  of  practice  since  1763, 
tkey  have  not  iost  that  knowledge  their  hard  6x^ 
pjarience  bad  formerly  afforded  them.  However, 
fir,  for  my  part,  Lam  -t^li^ays  willing  to  repose 
the  greatest  eonfideoce  in  our  Revolutionary  offi- 
eers  and  soldiers,  and  trust  the  young  soldiers 
will  prove  tbemselvea. equally  worthy  of  my  con- 
fidence. . 

Before  we  take  the  step  proposed  by  the  bill 
before  us,  T  think  we  ought  also  to  make  some 
cakalation  cm  the  general  state  of  the  aati<rti« 
Bxeept  some  trifling  ladiao  ^ar,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected we  have  been  tarenty-nine  years  at  peace, 
and  have  becpme  a  nation,  in  a  great  degree,  of 
active  money-makers.  We  have  lost  much  of 
the  spirit  of  war  and  chivalry  possessed  by  our 
Revoiiitioiiary  fathers ;  aad  we  are  a  people^  BISO4 
ftot  oTc;|r  load  of  payiag  tales  to  the  extent  of  oor 


ability,  and  this  because  our  purses  have  been 
sweated  down  by  oor  restrictive  system,  till  they 
have  become  light. 

I  shall  now  b^  leave  to  trespass  on  your  atten- 
tion^ Mr.  President,  while  I  advert  to  the  situa- 
tion of  our  sn^all  but  daring  navy,  the  increase  of 
whicH>it  will  be  remembped,  has  been  decided 
against  by  this  Senate  during  the  present  session. 
It  is  true,  provision  has  been  made  for  rebuilding 
some  three  or  four  frigates,  which  hadl>een  deem- 
ed unworthy  of  repaii; ;  and  that  a  small  sum  of 
money  has  been  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
nyaterials  for  building  some  ye&sels  of  war  at  a. 
future  day,  but  the  appropriation  is  so  scanty  that 
very  little  can  be  expected  ffom  it.  I  am,  how- 
ever, ready  to  acknowledge  that  the  few  ships  we 
have  ready  for  service  are  ^ood  ones,  and  1  have 
nodpubt  but  they  are  kept  in  proper  order  for  im- 
mediate^ and  active  employment.  This,  however, 
I  am  perfectly  confident  of^  that  there  is  not  a 
braver  set  of  officers  and  sailors  In  existence^ 
than  those  Jby  ^bom  they  are  commanded  ana 
manned ;  but  we  canno^  therefore,  expect  that 
this  tittle .  fleet^  if  it  noay  be  so  called,  can  be 
competent  to  hpid  in  check  any  detac(»ment  that 
Qreat  Britain  is  able  to  send  upon  our  coast  from 
t^er  .tboMsaod  shi|)s.  It  would  be  a  sacrifice  of 
justice  to  imagine  it. ,  Prior  to  any  deciaration  of 
war,  Mr.  President,  my  plan,  would  be,  and  my 
firftt  wish  is,  to  prepare  for  it— to  put  the  country 
in  complete  armor— in  the  attitude  imperiously 
demanded  in  a  crisis  o£  war,  and  to  which  it  must 
be  bro^ught  before  any  war  can  be  effecfiy«— pthis, 
too,  would  be  agreeable  to  the  recommendatit>no^ 
the  Executive ;  but  I  would  not. first  tashly  com,- 
mit  the  nation  by. such  ^  measure,  and  then  beght 
to  look  about  us  and-  try  t6  make  preparation  for 
meeting  the  calainity  we  have,  without  consider* 
atipn,  brought  upon  ourselves. 

If  will  be  n^cessar)%  Mr.  P4-esident,  to  take  a 
view  of  the  t»ubject  of  ways  and  ineans  00  this 
occasion,  and  see  what  aspect  the  finances  of  the 
bation  afford.  It  is  well  known  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  that  our  Treasury' js  empty, 
and.  that  the  Governmeat  has  been  under  the 
necessity  of  authorizing  loans  in  time  of,  peace; 
but  has  the  sanguine  expectations  relative  to  the 
subscriptions  for  {he  eleven  million  ioan«  author- 
ized this  session,  b^n  at  all  answered?  I  be- 
lieve not.  If  p[iy  recollection,  serves  ii^(!  faith- 
fully, there  is  about  five  millions  still  wanting  to 
complete  the  sut^scription  to  the  loan  for  the  cur- 
rent yearns  expenditures;  aad  h^re  it  is  worthy 
of  remark,  what,  quarter  of  the  Union  has  been 
most  rem is)^  on  this  patriotic  occasion.  If  I  were 
to  inquire  how  much  the  States  beyond  the  Alle- 
ghany mountaiAsr  have  subscribed  to  this  loan,  i 
believe  the  auswer  would.be,  not  one  dollar;  but, 
air,  if.  the  people  in  those  States  have  not  .beea 
found  forward  in  their  subscriptions  iowiardscajr« 
ryiqg  dn  the  war,  their  Representatives,  have 
n)adei)pfor  this^ deficiency  by  being  forward  fmd 
liberal  enough  in  their  war  speeches.  They  haf^ 
raised  the  war-whoop  equal  to  those  of  any  sec* 
tion  of  the  Union,  and  .particularly  the  represent 
tation  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  one. of  the 
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gentlemen,  in  this  Senate,  onTy  excepted.  After 
the  war  is  onbe  cotnttienced,  however,  i  presome 
gentlemen  \^ill  find  something  more  forcible  than 
empty  war  speeches  will  be- necessary.  ~It  will 
not  be  sufficient;  then,  to  rely  on  war  speeches, 
documents,  nor  proclamations,  to  repel  the  attack 
of  ant  enemy,  or  to  car,ry  war  into;tbefr  terfitoryi 
And  I  have  understood  that  the  people  of  thoae 
States  are  not  extremely  partial  to  interaaf  aYid 
direct  taxes,  nbr  were  they  very  promptly  col* 
tected  and  paid  there^  when  formerly  laid,  under 
the  Administration  or  Mr.  Adams.   '  . 

In  crossing  the  Alleghanies,  we  look  alinost  in 
rain  fn  the  Ste^tes  of  Georgia  arid  South  Caro- 
lina for  that  liberal  spirit  in  'Contri1>tltinsit  ^^  ^"^^ 
loart,  which  was  no  doubt  so  much  relied  on  by 
their  representation  in  the  famouns  war  speeches, 
when  they  ur^ed  war  on  almost  any  terms.  The 
banks  and  people  of  those  States,  in  refusing  to 
subscribe,  have  evinced  a  backwardness,  which; 
from  the  language  of  war  heldby  their  repi-esen- 
tatioH)  waa  least  to  have  been  expectH ;  although 
it  is.iher^  perhaps  that  we  may  find  thje  combos^ 
tibl6i  which  have  kindled  this  mighty  w«r  ff^me, 
and  predtipitat^  this  niation  \6  the  verge  of  ruin. 
We  will  now.  sir,  pass  on  to  good  oW  Virginia, 
the  Ancient  Dominion — that  proud  State,  which 
has  goiretned  this  nation  twenty  years  out  of 
cwcn=fy*fot>r-«and  there,  sir,  we  itlay  also  look 
for  heir  full  proportion  of  the  dkuse  and  origin  of 
this  untimely  war  measure,  this  fatal  tragedy, 
which,  before  h  is  6ver,  wi|l  cause  the  country  m 
suffer  pain  in  every  mem  bet,  and  to  bleed  al 
every  pore.  Yes,  sir,  ii  Virginia's  sons  have  not 
been  as  open  and  ardent  in  producing  this  fatal 
bill  as  those  of  some  other  Srates,^bey  have  no 
doubt  acted  their  part  well  behind  the  curtain  as 
prompters.  But  how  stands  this  proud  head  of 
the  nation  on  the  books  for  the  subacrlption  to 
the  loan?  Has  she.  bj  the  paltr)^  sum  she  has 
subscribed,  evinced  her  deternxination  to  avenge 
her  country's  wrongs?'  Or  has  she,  by  that,- sup- 
ported the  zeal  ao  strongly  and  so  repeatedly  pro* 
lessed  ?  We  shall  find,  sir,  that  these  States  will 
not  be  more  liberal  in  furnishing  Soldiers  to  fight 
your  battles  than  they  h^ve  been  in  assisting'  in 
the  means ,  of  maintaining  and  paying  theih. 
Their  liberality  and  Wijlingnesa  to  furnish  your 
armies,  and  every  other  plaoe  in  the  Government, 
with  officers,  I  do  not  doubt;  but'further.  or  other 
aid,  need  be  little  expected. 

If  this  representation  I  have  been /making  to 
the  Senate  be  fa\!ts,  whence  are  we  to  expect  sub- 
scriptions to  fill  the  remainder  of  this'  loan,  and 
where  is  the  money  to  come  from  after  this  year? 
It  is  not,  \  believe,  to;  be  expected  frdra  those 
States  whose  Representatives  seeip  to  be  so  liberal 
in  votes  and  speecUes  for  immediate  war;  but,  if 
it  i&  to  be  filled  at  all,  it  mfust  be  done  by  the 
States  and  people  north  of  the  Potomac.  Y^, 
sir,  both  thd  money  and  men  to  carrv  on  the  war, 
must  mostly  come  from  the  Northern  StiJtes, 
where  the  people  are  opposed  to  entering  into  the 
war  in  this  blind  and  rash  maoTner,  without  sys-* 
tern  or  preparation.  And,  according-  to  the  cal- 
«ulation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 


I  imagine  to  possess  as -much  iagacity  as  aay  of 
the  Cabinet,  wc  have  no  reason  to  expect  Iotas 
in  future  fof  carrying  on  the  war  yhort  of  ieiglit 
|)er  cent. ;  and  wlien  that  takes  place,  we  majr 
f/eely  ^ay^  we  have' seen  nearly  all  the  measures 
of  Mr.  AdamsHi  Administration  revived. 

Mr,  President,  1  have  now  taken  a  view  of  tht 
ability  of  the  country  we  are  about  to  make  .war 
upon,  to  sustain  that  war,  aiid  make  it  terrible  u> 
Us;  I  have  also  shown  the  wretched  unprepared 
situation  my  country  is  in,  to  repel  the  attadu  of 
air  enemy,  much  less  uf  carrying  war  intothten- 
emy's  territory  with  a  probabiliry  of  auceess*  If 
I  have  given  -a  true  statement  of  the  situation  of 
the  disposable  force  of  the  two  countries ;  if  I  baYa 
drawn  a  true  picture  (Hitboogh  a  verjr  disagrat* 
able  task  for  me  to  perform)  of  th^  situation-of 
our  coantry.'and  of  our  present' inability  to^make 
war  upon  Great  Britain  ;  and  if  I  have  not  beea 
deceived  by  my  zei^l  and  anxiety  ta. check  the 
passage  of  this-bill  and  to  avoid  the^vils  whiek  ' 
m  my  Judgment  it  will  bring  upon  my  beloved 
country,  ^and  my  honest  conviotioa  \m  that  I  have 
not,)  ca n  It  be  pOusible,  that  as  grave  aa4jdisereeta 
body  As  this  Senate/  with  the  acknowiedged  jus- 
tice of  my  statements  before  them,'  will,  at  this 
time,  pa^  the  bill  under  consideration?  ^^^ 
look  for  a  ble^ing  without  the  use;  of  ratioiial 
nieana?  Doea  Qod  in  his  providence  ever  ^is- 
peaae  ^iableaainga  on  any  bus  thoae  who  are  vigi* 
lant  4ti  the  us6  of  meana?  Can  we  expect  to 
reap,  if  we  neglect  to  sow  ?  If  we  do,  the  crop 
#ill  surely  be  hri^rs,  thoma.  antl  thiatles.  I  oMst 
call  on  ?very  m^ember  of  this  Benate  to  pause  be- 
fore he  lenfw  into  or  crosses  the  R»bioon— <Uj 
olanag  war  is  passing  tjie  Rubicon  in  reality,  aad 
vou  cannot  recross  it  when  foa  please,  {t  most 
be  remembered,  that  when  yon  bntee  ditt\Mn  war, 
you  must  obtain  the  consent  of  70or  enemy  be> 
fore  you  can  make  peace.  And  gentlemen  nay 
be  assurecl  that  if  we  do  not  pauee  and  reflect, 
before  we  ifct,  the  people  will  i-efleot  and  exam- 
ine ourtlMs  after  we  have  acted ;  mnd  if^  contrary 
to  every  principle  of  prndniceand  eonamon  sense, 
we  at  thia  time  declare  war,  the  people,  who  are 
always  governed  by  the  rules  of  common  sense, 
deduced  from  practical' observation^  will,  after 
they  have  had  time  to  reflect,  dismiaans  as  un* 
profitable  servants.  . 

^  I  do  not,  Mr.  PreiAdent,  oppose  the  paasageof 
tlie  bill  at  this  time,  or  pres^i  so  hard  for  hs  post- 
ponement, because  I  doubt  the  justice  of  our  causa 
or  perfidy  Of  the  enemy,  we  are  about  to  deelaia 
war  upon.  Nor  should.  I  have  doubted  our  pwa 
ability,  had  t>ur  resources  been  well  husbanded, 
for  four  or  five  past  years,  to  make  the  war  ter- 
rible to  our  enemy-^but  4he  tale  of  the  bad  man- 
agement of  our  resoure^es,  is  too  obvious  and  too 
lamentable  to  be  told  at  thh>  time ;  although,  with- 
out subjecting  myiietf  to  thethargd  of  raiaing  a 
cry  -affaimst  the  E]^ec«tive,  I  toay  assert,  it  u  a 
aotonous  and  lameniablo  fact,  that  the  President 
neglected  taflll  the  ranks  in  the  additional  army, 
during4be  period  between  the  adjonrnnleat  of  the 
last  and  the  meming  of  the  present  Congress;  and 
he  haa  alao  neglected  to  chrtet  the  purchase  of 
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the  Dee«»sary  manitions  of  war  when  appropria- 
tions had  been  noade  by  the  Eleventh  Congress, 
for  both  purposes.  These  neglects  naturally  cre- 
ated a  suspicion  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Presi- 
dent's  War  Mesf^age.  There  is  another  face,  a 
aeriooa  a  material  fact,  wbieh  I  haye  heard  ac- 
knowledged by  ahnpst  everj  member  of  this  Sen- 
ate: it  is  this,  that  the  head' of  the  War  Depart- 
ment is  in  a  great  degree  deficient  in  skill,  unable 
10  systematize^and  wanting  energy  to  ^ecute  the 
necessary  business  of  that  department.  Why  not 
place  a  man  of  competent  ability  at  the  head  of 
jfonr  War  Department,  one  who  will  reddce  the 
business  of  that  department  to  order,  who  will 
mark  out  a  regolar  system  of  discipline  and  gor- 
emmetfit  for  your  Army,  and  more  particularly 
thestaff  of  it;  so  that  when  your  disposable  force 
may  be  brought  to 'act  upon  the  enemy  there  may 
be  a  prospect  of  advantage  or  victory  7 

If  the  taking  of  Canada,  Mr.  President,,  is  the 
real  object  of  the  war,  no.  discreet  Executive 
would  wish  thax  war  declared,  until  he  saw  a 
foree  raised,  concentrated,  and  disciplined,  that 
w<Mild  warrant  the  calculation  of  Montreal's  being 
in  our  possession  within  six  weeks  aft^r  the  de- 
claration; for  if  Canada  is  not  fissailed  in  this 
manaer,  the  coafltct  must  be  lengthy,  and  confu^ 
qoently  more-  bloody  if  not  doubtful.  If  you 
eommenee  the  attack  at  Fort  Maiden,  and  pursue 
tbe  enemy  down  the  lakes  and  rivers,  (hey  will 
be  f;iJliag  bacrk  or  retreatrng  on  their  pei'n force- 
mvitts,  and  constantly  increasfng  and  concebtra- 
ting^'  their  forces;  and  would  perhaps  b^able  to 
bold  yoaranay  to  cheek  before  it  reaches  Mon- 
treal ;  but  lefyour  army  be  enabled  by  its  strength 
lo  first  possess  itself  of  Montreal,  and  all  the  up- 
per cotiotry  must  fall  of  course ;  you  would.thea 
soon  be  able  to  draw  the  line  dividing  your  army 
and  that  of  your  enemy  between  Monti-eal  and 
Quebec,  and  when  this  is  accomplished  you  have. 
pot  an  end  to  the  Indian  war,  by  cutting  the  In- 
dians off  from  any  further  succor  from  tbe  Brit« 
ish.  Did  I  wish,  sir)  to  embarrass  the  Bzeeativie 
at  ih^  eipense  of  ibe  blood,  and  trieas^re  o^ray 
caQntnry,  I  would  vote  for  the  immediate  passage 
of  thtsbtll;  I  wottid  Mn>e  to  bring  on  ftr^ma- 
t«r«  war,  especially  since  he  has  recommepd^ 
ic ;  and  I  must,  sir,  be  here  permitt^  to  ask,  who 
displays  the  yreat^t  friendship  for  the  President, 
those  that  wish  to  plunge  him  and  the  nation 
down  tbe  precipice  which  presents  itself  to  us, 
or  those  who  wish  to  check  this  hazardous— ^th is 
aoeertain  stepl  '  • 

I  do  pot,  Mr.  President,  draw  all  these  discourr 
aging  pictures,  or  relate  .thcSse lamentable  facu, 
becaase  I  would  .shrink  from  the  conflict  or  ter- 
rors of  war.  for  the  defence  of  the  r.igbts-of  my 
injured  country,  aoone^  than  any  aentleman  of 
tbiti  Senate,  nor  with  a  wish  that  all  these  evih 
may  be  realized  ;  my -object  is  to  avert  them  from 
By  country*  I  do  it,  sir,,  to  check  the  psecipitate 
step  of  plunging  my  country  prematurely  into  a 
war,  without  any  of  the  means  of  making  tbe 
War  terrible  to  our  enemy ;  and  with  the  cer- 
tainty that  it  will  be  terrible  to  ourselves,  or  at 
Icaai  to  oor  merehai^ts,  oar  seaports,  and  cities. 


Yes,  sir;  the  millions  that  your  iperchants  will 
lose  in  consequence  of  this^  rash,  this  premature 
s^ep,  will  strike  them  with  terror  and  dismay 
from  New  Orleans  to  Maine ;  and  how  lamenta- 
ble it  is  that  a  war,  which  has  for  its  avowed  ob^ 
ject  the  protection  of  commercial  rights,  should 
be  comjmenced  at  a  time  and  in  a  manner  which 
will  prove  inore  destructive  to  commerce  itself 
than  all  the  plundennss  and  burnings  of  both 
France  and  England,  pot  I  conclude  the  osten- 
sible object  of  this  war  Is  to  force  the  cotton  and 
tobacco  trade  into  the  continent  of  Europe,  and 
to  support  the  Executive  in  the  declaration,  that 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  are  revoked  ;  but  it 
should  be  recollected,  that  it  will  not  only  be 
n^c^ssary  in  order  to  enforce  a  inarket  for  our 
c6tton  and  tobacco  Upon  th^  Continent,  to  obtain 
a  repeal  of  the  British  orders;  but  it  will  be  also 
necessary  to  force  Napoleon  to  give  up  his  conti- 
nental system,  or  make. an  exception  m  it  in  our 
favor ;  and  even  if  he  permits-  us  to  go  to  the 
Contjbenr  with  tbe  produce  of  our  soil,  his  tariff 
of  duties  t^  an  exclusion  to  our  trade,  for  cotton 
and  tobacco  will  scarcely  pay  freight  and  charges. 
I  must  now  ask,  sir,  with  what  force  we  are  to 
effectuate  all  thes^  desirable  objects?  Areour 
six  thousand  men,  and  the  few  raw  recruits  of 
the.  new  army  spread , over  the  vast  extent  of 
these  United  States  and  their  Territories,  ami  our 
little  fleet  of  four  or  five  frigates,  equal  to  the  in- 
vasion of  tbe  Canadas,^and  the  protection  of  our 
marKime  frontiers,  and  to  strike  the  British  Gov- 
ern fpent  and  the  inflexible  Napoleon  with  sticb 
terrors,  that  we  are  to  expect  they  will  abandon 
tbeir  syst^oi'of  warfare  against  each  other?  I 
presume  no  one  will  pretend  to  sa^  they  are. 
Well,  then,  why  declare  war  at  thistime;  why 
wilt  gentlemen  not  defer  until  your  new  army 
uf  tWenty^five  thousand  nsen  are  raised  and  dis- 
ciplined fit  for  jserviciB?  It  must  be  believed,  sir, 
if  we  now  declare .  war,  that  the  object  of  it  is 
not  for  the  reduiHion  of  Canadb,  because  we 
hare  not  the  means  provided ;  and  I  am  some- 
what ata  loss  to  discover, the  real  object,  but  if  I 
dare  indulge  a  stnpioion  that  the  i^l  and  avowed 
objects  are  different,  1  should  say  this  war  is  to  be 
declared,  but  not  prosecuted,  other  than  in  a  de- 
fensive manner,  and  Consequently  altogether  with- 
in our  own  territoryf  and  to  operate  as  an  enforce- 
metlt  of  the  restrictive  system,  and  may  ^itb 
pro^iety  be  oalled  tbe  terrapin  war,'  and  he  by. 
some  conUdered  more  popular  th%n  a  conMna- 
ance  of  tne  embargo. 

^  I  have  heard  some  complaints  f^nd  charges  of 
incoiisistencj  against  those  members  of  Congress 
who  voted  for  Rising  the  twepty-flre  thousand 
men^  because'they  would  hot  now  vote  for  war ! 
I  never  once  supposed,  nor  would  anybody  in 
iheir  senses  suppose,  a  vote  to  raise  an  army  as  a 
preparatory  measure  to  coerce  justice  from  a 
neighboring  nation,  would  impose  the  obligation 
of  voting  k»r  a  declaration  of  war,  before  that 
army  should  be  raised.  For  my  part,  sir,  ever 
since  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  Senate,  I 
have  uniformly  voted  a})propriations  for  the  put- 
ting my  country  >ii^  a  state  of  defetfee,and  to  pre* 
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jMirc  it  for  war.  A  cooirtry  well  prepared  to  raeet 
war  will  scarcely  find  war  necessary,  but  if  it 
oanoot  be  avoided,  pteparatioD  does  away  half 
its  terrors*  And  ifgeDilemeQ-will  show  me  an 
army  pf  tweoty-^ve  thousand  men,  well  formed, 
disciplined,  and  supplied,  at  ihe  plaice  of  the 
grand  reodezrous  near  Albany,  give  us  a  reason- 
able  increase  of  our  navy,  and  will  place  both  (he 
great  belligerents  on  the  same  footing,  (as  I  con- 
sider them  aqual  trespassers  on  our  rights^)  th^n, 
1  say,  if  Great  Britam  will  not  do.  as  justice,.! 
will  vote  at  the  proper  time  a  declaration  of  war 
against  beri  ahd  I  will  use  my  utmost  exertions  to 
make  the  war  terrible  to  her-^but  to  declare  w<ir 
without  th«  means  of/makiag  the  enemy  feel  its 
horrors,  and  at  a.  time  when  it  must  produce  evil 
and  tenrora  only  to  ourseives,  strikes  me  with 
astonishment.  If  war  is  decUred  before  We 
have  a  force  raised  sufficient  to  subdue  Canada, 
we  shall  have  war  ppon  our  northern  frontier, 
and  perh^ps'it  will^be  pushed  into  our  territory; 
thb/will  be  perticularly  alarmin'sf.and  distressing 
to  the  inhabitants  on  the  Canada  line;  and  your 
militia, will  be  called  out  from  theic-  usual  bu^- 
cess  and  avocations  of  life,  into  the  field,  as.  soU 
diers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  settlements, 
and  you  will -have  all  the  exp^oseof  a  regular 
campaign,  without  any  of  its  benefits;  besides 
that,  the  evils  anending  upon  cellidg  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  nnlitia  into  actual  service. lor  any 
considerable  time,  is  almost  iacalculable.  After 
a  short  time,  sickness,  dHith,  ffnd  niany  other 
evils  will  teach  -you  the  impropriety  of  relyiog 
on  them  for  the  'carrying  on  the  war;  and  the 
discouraging  effects,  which  these  calamities  nat- 
urally attendant  on  militia  camps  will  have  on 
the  community,  when  those  who  survive  return 
home  to  their  families  and  friends, tind  tell  the 
moutnful  tale,  are  to  be  seriously,  deprecated.' 

But,  sir,  when  I  look  round  this  Senate,  aad 
see  a  number  of  our  Revoltftionary  patriots 
who  hav^  grtiVn  .gray  in  the  service  of  iheif 
country,  m^  hopes  are  cheered.  It  ista  th^m 
I  look  at  this  time;  if  ia  from  their  ezperienocf 
ind  discretion  (venerable  fathers  of  then  eouur 
try)  that  that  country  expects  this  impending 
evil  to  be  arertf d. .  And  can  if  be  possible 
that  the  yeutfger  inea.  of  this  Senate,  who  mpft 
have  descended  from  so  discreet  ^nd  noUe  an 
anoestrv-  as  their  Revoldtionary  fathers  proved 
themselves  to  be^.stiould  suffer  their  judgment*  to 
be  so  i)usled  aa  to  vote  agaioat  the  postponement 
of  this  measure,  which  .may,  if  it  passes^  uddec 
the  present  cireumstances,  put  to  the  test  the  very 
existence  of  the  Constitution  under^ which  we 
have  enjoyed  co^much  liberty  %9d  happiness,  mikd 
the  attainmeat  of  which  eost  our  fathers  so  much 
bloo^  and  treasure!  • 


MONDAY,  June  15.  .  . 
The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  war  between 
Great  Brijaia  and^ber  depe^dencijes*  and  the 
United  States  and  their  territoi;ie»,"  together 
with  the  motion  o^ade  1>y  Mc«  Qbriuii  to  post- 


pbn?  the  further  consideration  thereof  until  tha 
fira  Monday  in  Nvvember  iiext: 

And  .on.  the  question  to  agree  io  the  motion,  it 
was  determined^  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  ntys 
22, as  follows; 

YsAs-^Messrs^  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  GilouQi 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hontur,  Lambert,  Uoyd^and  Reed. 
,  Nnxs—liBSsrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Canpbell, 
of  Tennessee,  Qondit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklio,Uail^ 
lard,  Giles,  Gr^g,.  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  RobiiMon, 
Smith,  of  Manrland,  Smith,  of  New  York,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, f  urner,  Yarnum,  and  Wor^iington. 

On  motion,  by  Mi.  Lbib,  to  ametul  the  )>U1,  as 
follows  :<    r    •  •     ,  ' 

"  After  the  word  <  that,'  in  the  third  line,  to  stnks 
out  to  the, end  of  the  bill,  and  insert  *  the  President  ol 
the>lJnited  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  causQ  reprisals  to  be  made  upbil  the  pi^bfic  and 
{>riv«ite  ships  and  vessels,  goods,  and  merchandise,  be- 
ongiifg  to  the  Crown  df  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  U)  the  subjects  thereof,  whjdi 
may  be  found  on  the  higK  seas  or  elsewhere,  excepting 
such  s]iipe,  vessels, or  property; as  now  are,  or  maybe, 
within  the  ports  and  harbors,  or  under  the  control,  of 
the  United  States,  and  all  ships,  Vessels,  or  property, 
within  the  jnrisdiction  of  any  Power  with  whom  the 
United  States  are  not  engaged  in  war ;  and  for  tha 
purposes  aforesaid  to  instruct  the  eoratnanders  of  the 
puUio  armed  vessels  which  are  or  which  ahaU  besoi* 
ployed. in  the  service  of  the  United  Statai  to  sabdaei 
seiie,  and  take,  any  armtd  or  other  British  vessel,  be- 
longing"  to  tha  said  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
•  and  Ireland,' or  to  the  subjects  thereof,  whicb^shail  be 
found  li^itbin  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the  United 
States  or  elsewhere  on  the  high^seas  as  aforesaid;  and 
such  captured  yessel,  with  ^er  a^iparel,  gups,  and  ap- 
purtenances, and  tde  goods  jot  efiects  which  shall  be 
found  on  board  i^e  same,  being  British  property,  shall 
be  OTouglil  wilhul  some  port  of  the*  United  States, 
and  shall  be ^duly  proceeded  against  and  condemned 
as  forfeited,  and  Shall  accrue  and  be  distributed  as  by 
law  is  o^  shall  be  proTided  respecting  the  ^torei 
winch  shall  be  made  by  the  public  armed  ressels  of  the 
United  States* 

•*Sie^l  A$^dbtU/wikerenaeUd;riMithMff»' 
ident  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authooaed  to  grant,  to  the  owaefa^pri vate  armed  ships 
and  Ycissels  of  the  United  States,*  who  shall  nake  sm- 
eatton  therefor,  conwajwiona»  in  the  form  which  he  sasU 
din<^,  ai^  vnder  the  seal  of  the  United  Stat^;  sad 
such  private  armed  vessels,  when  di4y  commissiejBedss 
aforesaid,  wall  jhave  the  same,  license  and  aatbori^iitf 
the  subduing,  /seizing,  ^nd  capturing  any  asmea  or 
oth«r  British  vessel  belonging  to  the  'United.  King^o  ^ 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  subjects  thereof  <i 
and  for  the  recaptiifre  of  the  vessels,  goods,  and  efiectSjf^ 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  the  public  armcd>  , 
vessels  of  the  United  States  may  by  law  have ;  and  shall 
be,  in  like  manner,  subfect  to  such  instructions  as  shsH 
be  ordered  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
confonnity  with  the  established  law  of  nations,  and  the 
treaties  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  for  the  regala- 
tien  of  their  eondnet ;  and  the  connnissions  which  shsH 
he  granted  as  aforesaid  shall  be  revocable  at  the  plea- 
sure ef  Xhe  President  of  the  Uinted  Staies. 
'  "Sac.  8.  And  be  it  fiurther  enacted^  That  ^f^^V^ 
sen  intending  to  set  forth  and  employ  an  atmed  vesMf 
and  applying  lor  a  coaunisston  as  aforesaid,  shaU  pre* 
duqe  in  wi^ting.the  oame  and  a  soitaUe  deioiptUMt  m 
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Ife  toBiiftge  And  foio*  of  the  wmielj  and  the  hum  tod 
pbo»  of  rendeace  of  each  owner,  ooao^rnad  therein,  the 
whor  of  the  crew,  end  the  name  of  the  oommander 
and  the  two  officera  next  in. rank,  appointed  Ibr  such 
vaaid ;  which  writing  shall  be  signed  by  the  person  or 
persDos  making  such  application,  and  filed  with  the 
Secretary  of  State,  oi  shall  be  delivered  to  any  tether 
officer  or  person  who  shall  be  employed  to  deliver  out 
sncfa  commissions^  to  be  by  him  transQittetd  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.  , 

**  Sac.  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That,  beibre  any 
cammisoion  as  aforesaid  shall  be  issued,  the  owner  or 
ownen  of  the  ship  Or  vessel  for  which  tll9  same  shall 
be  requested,  and  the  commander  thereof,  for  the  time 
beiog,  shall  give  bond  to  the  United  Staters,  with  at 
least  ^wo  responaible  sureties,  not  interested  in  such 

veseel.  in  the  penal  snm  of thou^nd  ddllars ;  or, 

if  such  Tcflsel  be  provided  with  paore  than  one  hundred 

and  fifty  men,  then  in  the  penal  sum  of- thousand 

Mhis;  with  condition  that  the  owners  and  ofBeetv 
naAjcnms  who  shall  be  employed  on  board  of  such  con^-. 
miaiinnfd  Tesoel  shall  and  will 'observe  the  treaties  and 
iiws  of  the  Untied  States^  and  the.  inetruetiona  which 
^bMU  be  given  them  Ibr  the  ragulation  of  their  conduct ; 
and  win  satisfy  all  damages  and  injuries  which  shall 
be  done  or  committed  contrary  to  the  tenor  thereof  by 
such  vessel  during  hec  commission^  and  to  iJeliver  up 
the  same  when  revoked  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

«  Sac.  5.  And  be  U  further  ,enacUd^  That  all  publiq 
and  private  ahips  ajd  vessels,  goods,  and  merchandise^ 
belonging  to  the  Crown  of  the  United  Kitigdom  of 
Great  Bn'tain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  subjects  thereof, 
together  with  their  apparel,  guns,  and  appurtenances, 
and  any  goods  or  effects  which  fhkll  be  fbqnd  on  board 
the  same,  boiog  British  property,  and  which  shall  be 
captwred'by  aAy  private  armed  vessel  or  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  duly  commit sioned  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
ftHfeitedy  and  shall  accrue  to  tne  owBers  thereof,  and 
th^  officers  and  crews  by  whom  'such  capture  shall  be 
made ;  and » on  dne  ooAdsj^natlon'  had,  sh|Jl  be  distrib- 
aled  aooording  to  an^-agreemenC  which  shall  be  be- 
tween tkein«  ar,  in  fiiUnre  of  such  agiesmentr  thei)  i^ 
the  discretion  of  the  court  befons  wlwm  sach^  condemn 


•8sc.6.  .^Antf  ^il>rM^€niiefod|.Thatall;r«sseli, 
sDodo,  and  eJbelM»  tbs^  property  of  any  sitiaen  of -the 
Qlttlsd  States^  or  person  ivsideBt  MMrein,  which  shall 
hn  wcaytuTod  as  afofOfaid,  abaH  be  restored  to  the  lai«- 
6il  «wnci%  opon  payment  by  them,  re^pee^vely,  of' a 
jiMt  and  reassnabie  salvage^  to  be  determined  by  tha 
oinloai  meement  9f  the  parties  eonceroed,  or  by  the 
4oof«  of  any  court  of  the  United  States  having  m^ci* 
tjl^  jiirisdiction,  accexding  to  (be  nature  of  each  case : 
Ihwded^  Thai  such  allowance  shall  not  be  less  th^n 
Mill  fighth,  or  exceeding  one-half  of  the  full  value  of 
recapture,  .without  any  deduction;  And  such 
\  shall  be  distributed  to  and  among  the  owners, 

,  a^d  erews,  of  the  ]Mivate  armed  vessel  or  ves^ 

sels  eotitM  thereto,  ai^rdfin^  to  an/  agreement  which 
1  be  between  tbam ;  or,  in  cose  of  no  agreement 
I  by  the  decree  of  the  dourt  who  ahall  determine 
ft  sneh  salvage. 
•Sac  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  beibre 
faiealung  balk  of  any  vessel  which  ihall  be  caplored 
as  a&nressid,  or  other-disposal  or  conversion  thereof,  or 
ef  any  articles  which  shall  be  ibond  on  board  the  same, 
aath  capture  shall  be  brought  into  some  port  of  the 
United  Sutes,  and  shall  be  libelled  and  proceeclsd 


against  bef>re  the  district  court  of  the  same  district ; 
and  if,  after  a  due  course. of  proceedings,  such  capture 
shall  be'decr^  as  forfeited  in  the  dis6'ict  ccfnrt,  or  in 
the  circuit  coort  of  the  same  district^  in  the  case-of 
any  apptSiM  duly  allowed,  the  same  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  owners  and  captors  concerned  therein,  or  shall 
be  publicly  sold  by  the  marshal  of  the  same  court,  jis 
shall  be  finally  decreed  and  ordered  by  the  court ;  and 
the  same  court  i^hich  shall  have  final  jurisdiction  of 
any  libel -or  complaint  bf  any  capture  as^foresaid,  shall 
and  may  decree  restitution,  in  whole  or  in  part,  .when 
the  capture  and  restraint  shalLhav)?  been  made  with- 
out just  (AU«e  as  aforesaid;  and,  if  made  without  prob- 
able tauae,  o^  otherwise  unreasonably,  may  order  and 
decree  damagea  and  costs  to  the  party  injured,  and  for 
which  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews  of  the  private 
armed  vessel  or  vessels  by  which  such  unjust' capture, 
shall.  havQ  beert  made,  and,  also^such  vessel  or  vessels, 
shall  be  anWerable  and  liable. 

**  Sic,  di  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  Brit- 
ish subjects  and  others  who  shall  be  found  acting  on 
lx>ard  any  British  vessel  which  shall  be  capttired,  or  ba 
board  of  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  which  shall^ 
be  recaptured  as  aforesaid,  shall  {>e  reported  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  port  in  which  they  shall  first  arrire,  ani 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  custody  of  the  marshal,  or 
some  civil  or  military  officer  of  the  United.  States,  or 
of  any  ^tate,  in  of  near  such  port,  who  ''slmll  receive 
arid  take  Into  custody  the  said  subjects  or  persons  for 
their  aale-lieeping  and  support,  at  the  exponas  of  the 
United  Stales. 

*<  Sac.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  firom  aad 
aftl^r  the  ^-«^^day  of  ^-^  next,  $he  President  of  the 
jLIaited  ^taiea  be*  and  ha.is.her^,  atftborised  to  em« 
ploy  the  naval  ibroe  of  the  United  S^tea  to  make  re-  . 
prisals  upon  the  pnblle  and  prirate  armed  vessels, goods»' 
and  merchandise  belonging  to  the  Emperor  of  France 
and  King  of  Italy*  or  (Jesubje^,  which  nu^  \»  found 
on  the  high.seas  agd  elsewhere,  and  to  iaaue  letters  of 
marf^ae  and  reprjsal  to  the  private  armed  ships  or  Tear 
sels  of  the  United  States  i^gainst  the  vessels,  subjects* 
and  property  of  the  said  EWuperor  of  France  and  King 
of  Italy,  under  'the  provisions  and  limitations  contained 
in  this  act  in  respect  to  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 

Britain  and  Roland ;  ii^  on  or  befoie  the  said day 

of ,tlib'said  Kmperor  of  France  and  King  of  Italy 

shall  not  give  to  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
satisfactory  and  nnequtrocal  evidence  of  the  repeal  of 
the  Berlin. and' Milan  decreea,  so  fkf  as  they  relate  to 
the  neutral  oommerce  of  ibt  United  dtates.'' 

9p  moticMii  by  Mr.  Anperson,  to  strike  oQt  the 
oiiuth  section  of  the  proposed  arpendment,  it  was 
determinecl  in  the  negatife — yeas  14,  nays  18,  ia 
follows; 

YsAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bren^  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin ,'GaUlard,Gilea^ 
Robinson^  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Varnui2\,. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich^  Gregg^  Horaey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lam- 
bert, Leib,  Ltojd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Spiith  of  New  Tork^  and  Worthington. 

On  the  queaiion  to  strike  out  the  Driginal  bill 
after  the  word  "  that,"  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Lbib^ 
it  was  determiped  in  theHeg^itive — yeas  15,  nays 
18, as  follows: ' 

¥aAs-*-Mesiiis.  Bayard,  Oondit,  Dana,  German,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  HorseTr  Howell,  Huater,  Lan- 
bert,  Leib,  Llqyd,  Reed,  and  Warthingtpn. 
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Nats — M«Mn.  Andenion,  &jbb,  Brmt.  tlAaipb«lI  of 
Tennessee,  Crawfor<]»  CutU,  FrwitLlin,<#ailUr4,  Giles, 
Pope,  Bobinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  3miU&  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Tayier,  Tamer,  and  Varnuin* 

On  moiion,  by  Mr.  LloVd.  to  amend  the  ori^i-' 
Oal  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  *•  that,"  irt 
the  third  line,  the  word«  •*  from  aCkd  after  the  -; — " 

day  of ^nen-;"'!!  was  determined  in  the  utgt 

ative — yeas  13,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

YiAs^Messn*,  Bayard,  Dana,  German^  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Grego^,  Horsey,  Hanter.  Lambert;  Leib, 
Lloyd,  Pope,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats — Mesfars.  Anderson,  Bibb»  Prenty  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutta,  iPrankltn,  Gail- 
laid.  GHes,  Howell,  Reed,  Robhiion,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner^  Varnum,  ai?d '  Worth- 
ington. 

On  the  question^  Shalt  this  bi)!  pasa  to  a  third, 
reading  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the' 
affirmativc-lyeas  19,  nays  13,  as  fdlows:  ' 

YxAS^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bib^,  Beent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee;  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutta,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  o£  Marvland, 
Smitli  of  New.  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Var- 
num. 

llATs-^Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hpntar,  Ltfnbert,Xloyd, 
Pope,  Eee^,  and  Worthingtoa* 

On  motion  that  the  Senate  adjpurn,  It  wa?  de<- 
termined  in  the  aSirma;»ive-^yeas  IS^nays  14,  as 
follows  J 

YrAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  CondH,  ^D^ana,^  German, 
CHlee;*  Qilttan,  Gopdrieh,  Gregg,  Hnrsey*,  Htfnteri 
Lambert,  Leib,*Uoyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Mary « 
landr  Smith  of  New  Yorit,  and  WeHbington. 

Nats.*-»Mesanr.  Anderspn,  Bibb,  brent,  CamtibeU 
of  Ttoneiaee,  Crawl^rd,  Cutis,  Franklin,  GaiHard, 
Howetlft  R6binson,  Tai^  Taylofe*,  Tutmer,  and  VanHim. 

So  the  Seofite  adiourned  to  el(;ven  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 

T47B«OAt,  Jui^e  16.; 
DECLARATION  OP/VyA». 

The  amendments  to  the  btll  from  the  House  of 
Representatifes,  entitled  ^^Ao  act  declaring  War 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies^  and 
the  United  Stares  and' their  .territories'^  were  re*> 
ported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed. 

Mr.  Hayahd  o^oved  to  postpone. the  further 
tonsiderAtion  of  th/e  bil)  to  the  thirty-first  da^y  of 
October  next. 

Mr^^BaTA^o  said,  that  he  was  entirely  sensible 
of  the  inutility,  in  ^oeral,  of  entering  upon  rtie 
discussion  of  a  subject  which  had  been  a  Ibnj^ 
time  under  consideration,  and  upon  which  it 
might  be  supposed  that  the  opiniops  of  members 
were  formea  and  settled ;  but-  on  an  occasion  so 
momentous  as  the  present^  he  should  not  feel 
himsell*  juHiilifd  in  submittinn^  e?en  a  motion  of 
postponemenvwithout  offering  his  reasons  in  sup- 
port of  it.  Nor  could  he  thinlrj  that  in  siving  a 
silent  FotP,  he  had  discharged  the  duty  of  his  sta> 
tion.  (Gentlemen  would  remark,  that  he  had  con- 
fined his  motion  to  time,  in  order  that  members 
might  not  be  compromiiieti  in  au|Sportin]g  it  who 
might  think ^bc  war  itself  just  and  necessary. 


The  motion  did  not  oppose  or  deny  the  saffi« 
cieney  of  the  causes^  or  the  policy  of  the  war. 
It  went  only  to  affirm  what  he  trusted  the  course 
of  his  observations  would  render  very  erideat, 
that  this  was  not  a  time  at  which  war  ought  to 
be  declared. 

He  indulged  a  confidence,  that  upon  so  great 
an  occasion  the  Sepate  would  ooi  be  impelled  to 
act  by  any  little  passions,  nor  by  any  considera- 
tions which  did  not  arise  out  of  an  extended  and 
distinct  view  of  the  interests  of  the  country.  It 
is  not  enough  that  w^  we  ha^  cause  of  war;  we 
must  see  that  we  are  jirepared,  and  in  a  condition 
to  make  war.  Tou  do  not  go  to  wac  for  the  bea- 
eilt  of  )rour  enemy,  >  but  your  own  advantage; 
not  to  give  prpofs  of  a  vain  and  heedless  coorage, 
bqt  tp  assert  your,  rights  aod  redress  your  wrongs, 
|f  you  isommeoce  hd2»tilit\es  befo^re  you  are  pre- 
pared to  strike  a  blow,  and  while  your  cities,  your 
terrjto/y,  and  ypur  property  jon  ibe  ocean«a«e  ex* 
posed  to  the  meray  of  a  UoierAncot  possessing 
vast  resources  of  war,  what  can  ^oa^expeot  bat 
to  add  new  distresses,  defeat,  and  dis|j[race  t6  the 
wrongs  of  which  you  complain  1  It  is  a  strange 
motrve  for  war — a  #ish  to  gratify  the  rapacity, 
to  ^well  the  triumphs,  and  %o  increase  the  inso- 
lence of  the  enemy. ' 

Nlr.  ^.  said,  that  neither  the  Qovernmeot,  oor 
the  people  had  expected,  or  were  prepared  for 
.war.  Even  at  this  moment,  the  general  opinioo 
'abroad  wa9,  that  there  would  be  no  war,  the  mer- 
cantile  and  trading  world  had  continual  to  act 
upon  that  opinion.  Nor  could  people  be  per- 
suaded that  anunarmed  nation  was  j^boutio  at-, 
tack  a  oftion  armed  c^n-a-pie.  No  man  had 
laid  9Ut  hiy  acqouat  for  this  war,  and  every  one 
would  be  tglcep  by  si^rprise  aiid  unprepared  for 
its.sbock.  ,  '      ,   • 

You  have,  at  this  mdmfml^  an  immease  prop* 
erty  abroad,' a  gre^t  portion  ojf  it  in  Skigland,  and 
part  floating  on  tht  ocean. and  hasteainp;  to  yoar 
ports.  The  postponemeiu  proposed  might  save 
a  great  portion  oi  this  property,  and  bring  home 
the  seamen  noiv  absent  from  tneeoaatry.  Oen>> 
tlemen  would  remember  <  the  ownber  of  ships 
which  left  oilr  ports  on  tha  eve  of  an  embargo. 
These  ves^ls  bad  not  bad  time  to  perform  their 
v6yage8,  and  the  greater  part  cf  them  were  still 
abroad.  He.  kne^  that  some  members  had  no 
comiiiseratlob  fdr  the  merchani  who  had  dared 
to  escape  the  embargo,  «nd  who  had  disregarded 
the  salutkry  precautions,  de^iiffaed,  as  it  was  said, 
for  bis  security.  But  he  did  not  think  i(  sur- 
prising, nof  cQlpable,.  that  those  whose  property 
cbosikted  in  sbips,  should  be  averse  to  seeing  them 
^rottin^  at  the  wharves,  and  evien  disposed  to  in- 
cur ri^ks  to  find  employment  for  them  abroad. 

Evep,  however,  if  it  should  be.  thought  that 
the  merchants  had  acted  with  indiacreiioB  and 
fully,  il  is  the  part  of  a  parentai  Goverameat, 
stich  «s  this  ought  always  to  be,  not  to  punish  the 
citizens  for  their  misfortunes,  but  to  guard  them 
against  the  efi*ect8  of  their  errors.  Besides,  a 
loss  of  individual  property  was  a  loss  to  the  State, 
as  the  public  strength  was  derived  from  individ- 
ual i^esiHirces. 
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He  stated  ^hat  tb«  qoestioa  of  war  had  beao 
doo^ful  till  the  present  momeDt.  .  He  did  not 
believe  that  the  President  himself  expected  war 
at  the  openiDg  of  the  session,  nor  for  a  long  time 
after.  A  roenaeiog  languat^e  was  held  out ;  bat 
the  hopes  of  an  accommodation  were  far  from 
being  abandoned.  Much  was  expected  from  the 
Prince  Regent's  accession  to  his  full  powers.  A 
change  of  Ministry  was  not  doubted,  and  it  waV 
tbotight  that  io  the  change  of  men,  there  would 
have  beeo  foundsoch  a  change  of  principles  and 
measares,  that  the  differences  between  the  two 
GtoTeroments  might  be  compromised  and  settled. 
This  expei^tation  was  protracted  till  it  became 
plaialf  evident  that  the  Prin6e  did  not  intend  to 
change  bis  father's  Minister8,,nor  to  depart  from' 
their  priaoiples  or  measures.  When  this  discoT- 
ery  was  made,  the  Administration  had  proceeded 
too  far  to  recede. 

Desperate  as  the  eoarse  was  which  nuW alone 
remaioed  to  be  partiled,  they  supposed  ihey  were 
oMiged  to  adraace  or  become  the  object  of  re« 
proach  and  seorn  both  to  friends  aqd  foes.  This 
necessity  they  had  brought  upon  themselves,  but 
it  was  too  late  to  consider  whether  the  condition 
might  hmve  been  avoided ;  they  were  pledged-  in 
thb  st«te  of  events  to  attempt  to  extort  from 
Qreat  Britain  bjr  force  the  concession  of  those 
poinu  which  their  arguments  bad  failed  in  per- 
suading her  to  yield.  He  had  no  doubt  bu«  that, 
some  months  past,  the  Cabinet  had  seriously  de- 
termiaed  vpbn  resorting  to  hostilities.  Bu{  the 
conenrrence  of  Congress  was  to  be  obtained,  and 
whether  a  majority  of  both  Houses  could  be 
brought  to  take  the  daring  and  hazardous  step. 
no  man  in  or  out  of  the  Government,  without 
the  gift  «f  propheev,  coald  ha've  predicted. 

The  public  mind  bad  been  so  repeatedly  dis- 
tracted nod  deceived  by  boisterous  speeches,  and 
bold  bot  ephemeral  resolutions,  that  it  had  sunk 
into  a  state  of  apathy,  and  was  no  longer  excited 
even  by  the  soand  of  war  echoed  in  the  minister 
rial  paper  from  the  proceedings  of  Government. 
When  the  bill  before  us  was  first  brought  up 
frooLthe  other  Hotise,  it  was  the  opinion  of  very 
few  that  it  would  obtain  the  support  of  a  major- 
ity of  this  body;  and,  even  now,  it  was  likely  to 
pass,  not  because  it  was  approved  by  a  majority, 
bm  of  the  differences  of  opinion- which  existed 
among  geatlemen  as  to  oth^  cburses  which  had 
been  proposed. 

If,  with  the  light  and  information  possessed  in 
this  body  as  to  the  views  and  designs  of  the  Cab-' 
iact  nod  of  Congress,  it  has  been  doubtful  among 
ourselves  whether  the  Gk)vernment  would  resort 
to  WW}  how  was  it  to  be  kn6#n  by  our  mer- 
chniits,  or  any  other  class  of  society  unacquainted 
with  the  intentions  and  secret  proceedings  of 
those  exercising  the  powers  of  the  Government, 
that  the  nation  would  be  wantonly  plunged  into 
a  sodden  war  ? 

He  had  heard  it  said,  thft  the  embargo  was  a 
s«ficient  notice,  of  the  design  of  the  Government 
to  resort  to  hostilities  upon  its  expiration,  and 
that  the  people  must  be  infatuated,  who,  after 
sach  wnmiog,  were  not  apprized  of  the  approaeh- 
12th  Cost.  IstSsss.— 10 


ing  crisis.  But  it  is  too  recently  and  deeply  in 
our  recollection  to  be  forgotten,  that  this  is  not 
the  first  embargo  we  have  experienced,  and 
which,  though  of  longer  duration,  we  saw  pass 
away  without  being  foHowed  by  war. 

The  language  held  the('e,  as  to  people  out  of 
doors  who  have  doubted  of  the  war,  is  retorted 
by  the  public  voice  with  equal  confidence  and  oa 
better  gr^ounds.  They  rely  upon  your  integrity 
and  wisdom,  and  say  that  Congress  cannot  be  so 
infatuated,  destitute  as  they  are  of  the  means  of 
aggression  or  defence,  to  draw  upon  themselves 
a  war  with  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  formi- 
dable nations  on  the  globe.  If  a  war  with  Great 
Britain  be  thought  unavoidable,  yer,  as  she  leaves 
to  us  the  tioEie  of  commencing  it,  surely  We  ought 
to  select  that  timefwhen  the  first  shock  shall  be 
least  disastrous,  and  can  best  be  resisted.  Why 
should  we  hurry  into  a  war  from  which  nothing 
but  calamity  can  be  expected?  There  is  no  dan- 
ger that  the  redress  of  our  wrongs,  or  the  asser- 
tion of  our  rights,  will  be  barfed  by  the  limtta-. 
tton  of  time.  No  time  has  existed  for  years  past 
when  we  had  less  cause  toconiplain  of  the  con-: 
duct  of  Great  Britain.  Her  vessels  pf  war  had 
all  been  withdrawn  from  our  coast,  as  he  pre- 
sumed, in  order  to  avoid  collisions  and  hostility. 
If  the^war  be  suspended  till  November,  the  Gov- 
ernmetat  and  the  people  will  -both  be  better  pre- 
pared to  sustain  it.  He  was  not  a  friend,  to  the 
restrictive  system,  but  with  a  i:hoice  out  of  evils, 
he  should  prefer  the  embarga  to  war.  Postpone 
the  war,  and  we  will  submit  to  the  embargo  till 
November.  This  will  furnish  time/or  the  return 
of  your  ships  and  seamen ;  and  if,  at  the  same 
time,  you  will  abandon  the  non-importation  act, 
you.  will  replenish  your  Treasury  with  at  least 
twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  restore  to  yonr 
citizens  sixty  millions^ow  abroad,  and  in  danger 
of  being  lobt.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  course 
which' had  beeiy pursued  was  the  most  preposter- 
ous imaginable.  For  eighteen  months  past,  we 
had  been  sending  our  property  out  of  the  country, 
and  not  sufiering  it  to  return;  and,  while  con- 
teipplating  a-  war  ^ith  Great  Britain,  we  saw  ' 
our  effects  to  an  immense  amonnt  accumulating 
in  that  Kingdom,  liable,  at  any  momenty  to  falln 
prey  to  the  Government,  and  to  be  employed  in 
support  of  the  war  ap^inst  us.  -He  askea,  why 
rush  with  this  precipitancy  into  the  warl— 
Are  you  prorided  with  m^ans  to  annoy  the  ene- 
my, or  to  defend  yourselves  ?  Have  you  an  army 
or  iiavy  which  can  make  any  impreosion?  Are 
your  exposed  towns  fortified,  and  garrisoned? 
Was  any  nation  eyer  less  prepared  for  war  ?  It 
would  require  the  whole  inilitary  force  that  yo« 
now  possess  to  constitute  an  adequate  defence 
for  New  Orleans,  New  York,  and  Newport.  It 
is  very  well  known  that  the  Cleneral  who  will  ^ 
command  at  New  Orleans  has  declared  to  the 
Government,  that  he  will  not  be  answerable  for 
the  security  of  the  place  with  less  force  than  tea 
thousand  men,  which  is  equal  to  all  the  effective 
troops  ye^raised.  •  It  would-be  natural  to  suppose 
that  no  GovernnD^nt  would  declare  war  till  it 
was  prepared  to  Attack  its  enemy.    In  peace  we 
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re<^aire  no  deface,  and  shall  we  declare  war  ia 
order  to  defend  oarse1?es?  Bat  what  blow  are 
you  prepared  to  strike  ?  Were  ydu  able  in  the 
Summer  to  recruit  your  Army  of  tweoty-five 
tboasand  men,  could  it  be  employed  in  aoy^  ser- 
vice io  the  course  of  this  year?  A  soldier  is  not 
made  in  a  dav.  The  authority  of  a  foreign  offi- 
cer) now  iu  thiscountry,  of  the  highest  military 
repntatioo,  he  had  heard  frequently  cited,  that  it 
required  kt  least  fourteen  months  to  form  a  soldier 
of  a  recruit.  This-  remark  applied  to  France, 
where  the  officers  bare  generally  received  a  mili- 
tary eduicatidn,  and  where  there  are  so  many 
models  to  imitate,  and  so  many  instructors  -to 
teach.  But  here  the  officer  is  to  form  as  well  as 
the  soldiei".  The  officer- has  to  learn'  his  lesson 
firtit,  before  he  can  |>re8cribe  the  tas^k  of  the  sol- 
dier. You  D^ay  possibly  have  a  herd  of  meb,  but 
you  can  have  no  army  to  lead  iato  service  this 
season ;  and  if  this  heri  be  led  against  -discip- 
lined troops,  you  can-  expect  nothing  but  defeat 
and  disgrace.  - 

Bui  you  have  not  got,  nor  can  you  get,  the 
men' during  the  present  year.  These  are  not  the 
days  of  Cadpius.-  It  will  require  great  patience 
and  industry,  and  a  considerable  length  of  time, 
to  collect  twenty-five  thousand  men.  ^  Have  you 
Che  least  prospect,  if  you  declare  war,  of  attack- 
ing Canada  this  season  ?  .  it  is  impossibU  that 
3rpu  can  do  it  with  effect.  Tou  will  be  suffi- 
ciently occupied  in  defending  your,  frontiers 
against  the  savages. 

It  is  not  on  land  then  that  you  expect  immedi- 
ately to  assail  your  enemytf  Is  it  on  the  ocean 
that  the  impression  is  to  be  made  ?  You  have 
twenty  vessels  of  war — Britain  upwards  of  a  thou* 
sand.  What  will  avail  ihe  activity  or  gallantry 
of  your  officers  and  seamen  against  such  disparity 
of  force  ?  Your  little  Navy,  must  fall  immedi- 
ately, or  bje  driven  from  the  ocean.  Some  gen- 
tlemen indulge  great  expectations  if  om  privateers; 
but  has. Great  Britain  any  unarmed  or  unprotected 
trade  which  they  can  attack  1  Priviite^rs  have 
no  other  objeet  than  phinder  and  bqoty.  They 
avoid  armed  yessels--^nd,  defended  as  is  the,Brit« 
ish  commerce  in  every  part  of  the  world,  by  hk 
great  naval  force,  it  is  little  to  be  expected  that 
privateering  will  be  attended  with  mtich  success 
or  encouragement.  Bat  while  wt  are  searching 
for  the -means  of  annoying  the  commerce  of  Brit- 
ain, does  it  become  us  to  overlook  at  this  moment 
the  condition  of  our  own  ?  A  valuable  part  of 
the  trade  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Gk>od  Hope 
has  not  yet  arrived.  Of  the  numberless  ves^s 
which  sailed  upon  the  eve  of  the  embargo,  few 
have  returned.  Your  merchant  vessels  are  without 
convoy  and  utterly  defenceless.  Your  condition 
therefore,  is,  that  ^ith -more  commerce  expoaed, 
your  adversary  will  possess  greater  means  of  an- 
noyance, and  the  consequence  must  be,  that  we 
shall  lose  infinitely  more  than  we  can  expect  to 
gain. 

Under  siieh  circumstances,  what  should,  hurry 
us  into  the  war?  Are  gentlemen  afraid  if  they 
wait  till  November  the  world  will  not  last- long 
enoagh  to  afford  them,  time  to  gtatify  in  war  their 


raiffhty  resentment  againet  Britain  ?  He  believtd, 
as  he  hoped,  .that  there  was  no  honorable  gentle- 
man^ on  the  floor  who  would  not  live  long  eaoagh 
to  hav6  a  complete  surfeit  of  the  war,  though  it 
should  be  postponed  for  a  few  months. 

He  said  he  was  greatly  influenced  iur  bis  mo» 
tion  for  postponing,  by  the  combined  considera- 
tions of  the  present  defenceless  condition  of  the 
country,  and  the  protection  which  Providence 
had  giv^n  us  against  a  maritime  Power  in  the 
winter  season.    During  the  winter  month*  you 
will  be  defended  by  the  elemeuts.    Postpone  the 
war  till  November,  and  we  shall  not  have  to  dretd    ; 
au'eaemy  on  our  4soast  till  April.    In  the  meta    i 
time,  go  on  with  your  reeruiting,  fill  up,  discipliae, 
and  train  an  army.    Take  the  stations,  if  yoa 
please,  which  will  enable  yo«  fo  open  an  earlf    , 
campaign.    Yourtrade  will  all  have  time  to  re- 
turn belore  hostilities  comnience,  and  having  all 
your  ships  and  seamen  at  home,  you  may  be  pre- 
pared to  put  forth  aH  your  strength  uponr  the  oceta 
on  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  Spring.    Shall  we, 
by  an  untimely  precipitancy,  yielding  to  a  fret- 
ful impatience  of  delay,  throw  our  y/fewlth  iaio    , 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  feed  that  very  mpa-    , 
city  which  it  is  our  object  to  subdue  or  to  puai^? 

We  can  ^ose  nqthing  by  delay ;  much  will  be 
certainly  saved ;  and  at  a  moment-  pregnant  witk 
great  events,  it  was  mostevidontly  our  tmopoliey 
'to  temporize.  You  give  up  no  ri|^t,  yield  ao 
pretension,  and  profit  by  every  <iay  m  rendering 
the  condition  of  the  country  more  seou?^  aad  its 
attitude  more  forniidable.  The  just  appreciition 
of  time  IS  among  the  highest  points  of  political 
sagacity.  To  know  vvbat  -  step  the  times  wiU 
warrant,  and  to  take  the  etep  al  the  paoper  time, 
is  generally  a  matter  of  i^ort  important  and^i^^ 
cult  consideration  tlian  the  nature  of  the  proposed 
measure.  WitljDUt  inquiring  whether  war  was 
the  right  counie  for  the  nation  to  take  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  he  di4  most  eoafidontly  as- 
sart that  this  was  notiho  time  when  war  ought 
to  be  commenced. 

.  Mr.  B.  said  it  belonged  to  the  moiioa  be  had 
submitted  to  bring  under  review  th«  alleg;ed  eaoies 
of  war,  and  to  inquire  into  the  probability  of  oar 
attaining  the  objects  for  which  we  were  to  em- 
bark in  the  war.  If  we  are  to  eome  out  of  the 
war,  as  we  enter  into  it,  aAer  Mviag  waatedthe 
blood,  and  treasure  of  the  *atiOA,«nd  loaded  the 
country  with  debt  and  taxes,  it  would  certainly 
be  more  rational  to  submit  at  once  to  the  wrong« 
We  endui%.  If  we  expect  to  extort  any  ooncts- 
sion  from  Britain,  wetnust  be  prepared  for  a  leag« 
obstinate,  and  bloody  eonfliet. 

Britain  at  tbie  iboment  does  not  court  the  qoar- 
reL  She  has  reduced  the  catalogue  of  our  com- 
plaints; and  thoi^h  not  disposed  tosarreader  her 
pretensions,  she  has  evidoHtiy  made  advanoes  to- 
wards eqnclliatioo.'  The  recent  Ordore  in  Coun- 
cil were  •desired  to  be  so  considered,  and  she  has 
removed  a  great  souree  of  umbrage  in  withdmw- 
ing  her  armed  ships  from  our  coasts.  She  had 
offered  satisfaction  for  the  affair  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, which  our  Qovernment  had  accepted— 
whieh  must  therefore  be  taken  to  be  hoftorable 
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and  sofficient,  and  the  offence  which  had  been 
gi Ten. completely  expiated. 

We  are  no  longer  at  Variance  in  relation  to  the 
colonial  trade.  France  ao  longer  has  colonies, 
and  we  have  no  occasion  to  contend  at  present 
for  any  empty  rights  which  could  be  exercised  if 
yieidiHi. 

The  qu^tion,  therefore,  as  to  the  riffht  of  a 
neatral  to  be  the  carrier  of  the  produce  of  the  col- 
ony of  a  belligerent,  having  been  riduced  by  the 
eonrse  of  the  war  to  a  mere  qaeition  of  theory,  it 
no  longer  entered  into  the  disputes  of  the  <wo 
GoTemments. 

The  question  as  to  the  impressment  of  our  sea-, 
men  did  not  present  insuperaoie  diQcuIties.  Rrit- 
aio  never  contended  for  a  rfsht  to  impress  Amer- 
iean  a^meo.  The  right  she  claims  i«  to  take 
her  own  subjects  found  in  our  merchant  service. 
She  exercises  the  right  in  relation  to  her  own 
priYate  reasels.  This  right  she  never  will,  nor 
can  give  op.  If  our  merchant  flag  were  a  secure 
protection  to  British  seamen  who  sailed  under  it, 
the  British  navy  roust  be  unmanned  by  desertion  ; 
while  oar  nierchaots  can,  and  do  pay  a  dollar  for 
every  shilling  a  sailor  can  earn  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice of  his  country. 

Can  it  be  expected  that  a  nation  which  depends 
for  its  existence  upon  its  naval  strength  would 
yield  a  principle  threatening  the  destruction  of  its 
maritime  power  1  No  war  of  any  duration,  or 
however  disastroi^s,  will  ever  extort  this  conces- 
sion— she  may  as  well  fall  with  arms  in  her  hands, 
as  to  seal  qaietlv  the  bond  of  her  roiu. 

He  did  not  Know  that  our  GoYernment  had 
ever  required  the  unqualified  abandonment  of.tlie 
tight  to  impress.  Out  complaiQts  were  chiefly  of 
the  abases  comi^ciitted  in  the  exercise  of  the  fight. 
It  was  a  practice^  frequentl]^^  attended  with  vio- 
lence, insult,  and  gross  injustice.  Americans  were 
often,  fVom  design  or  mistake,  seized  as  British 
anbfects,  and  we  hai^  abundant  evidende  of  the 
fact,  that  many  of  our  native  seamen  have  been 
forced  iato  British  service.  He  had  always  un^- 
4erstood,  however,  that  such  acts  were  not  justi- 
fied hv  the  British  Gtovemmeat.  Th^  Qovern- 
nent  have  never  claimed  the  ri^t  of  holding  an 
A^merican  seamen  against  his  will.  The  preten- 
sions of  the  two  Governtnects  upon  this  subject, 
admitted  of  adjustment.  The  ohtef  embarrass- 
ment rose  from  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  the 
siUors  of  the  two  conn  tries.  But  he  had  no  doubt' 
that  this,  and  all  other  difficulties  on  the  subject, 
might  he  vanquished  wtthoot  haviqg  recourse  to 
war. 

The  dispute  as  to  paper  blockades  was,  for -the 
present,  merged  ia  the  Orders  i  n  Council.  Those 
orders  were  now  to  be  considered  as  comprehend- 
ing the  whole  cause  of  war. 

This  subject  deserves  to  be  viewed,  in  evei:y 
light.  The  Orders  In  Council  were  not  ait  this 
time,  in  truth,  supported  upon  their  original 
ground. 

The  ex-Ministef.  Mr.  Canning,  had  publicly 
and  candidly  confessed  the  fact.  They  were 
adopted  as  measures  of  retaliation,  though  they 
never  deserved  that  character.    He  has  always 


considered  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  used  as 
a  mere  pretext.  Those  decrees  were  vain  and 
empty  denunciations  in  relation  to  Eogland.  The 
plain  design  of  the  French  Government  was  to 
deprive  France  of  the  benefits  of  external  com- 
merce, unless  the  profits  of  it  were  divided  with 
herself.  This  was  fully  proved  by  the  license 
trade.  Britain  carries  on^  the  very  trade  she  de- 
nies to  neutrals,  and  having  engrossed  the  whole 
to  herself,  she  excludes  neutrals  from  a  partici- 
pation. No  ipan  was  more  disposed  than  him- 
self to  reprobate  the  wrong  and  injustice  of  the 
British  Government  upon  this  subject.  They 
resort  to  thef*rench  decrees  to  justify  themselves, 
and  though  he  considered  them  as  no  justification, 
yet  our  Government  in  thefr -conduct  ha^  admit- 
ted that  the  decrees  placed  us  uj^on  the  same  foot* 
ingas  to  France,  as  thebrdersdid  as  to  England, 
and  required  equajl  measures  to  both  nations. 

Our  Qoverhment  has  been  pleased  to  say  what 
he  did  not  think,  at  this  time,  any  man  in  |he  oa- 
tion  believed  beside^  themselves.  They  have 
been  pleased  to  say  the  decrees  are  repealed. 

This  is  a  fact,  and  asserted  witliout  any  proof. 
The  decrees  could  only  be  repealed  by  the  same 
power -and  in  the  san[ie  manner  in  which  they 
were  enacted.  They  proceeded  from  the  sovereign 
power  of  Franpe,  and  became  the  law  of  t|ie 
Empire.  The  same  power,  in  the  solemn  form  of 
a  la^,  could  alone  revoke  them.  We  possess  the 
decrees  in  all  the' forms  of  law,  but  have  we  ever 
seen,  has  the  Government  aivy  reason  to  believe, 
that  any  decree  in  the  form  of  a  law  has  been 
passed  to  repeal  them  ?  The  promise  of  a  Sove- 
reifsn  to  repeal  a  law  does  not  annul  it,  nor  would 
a  reference  of  his  Minister  to  its  being  repealed 
have  that. effect.  Every  Sovereign  Power  pre- 
scribes to  itself  a  form  in^  which  its  sovereign  will 
shall  be  kjiown,  when  it  is^  to  constitute  a  law  of 
4he  land.  ' 

The  decrees  teach  us  what  this  form  is  in 
FraDce,  and  we  have  no  ground  to  believe  that 
the  decrees  are  repealed,  till  we  see  an  act  of  the 
Sovereign  in  the  same  form  in  which  they  are 
found.  Such  is  the  course  among  ourselves.  A 
law  is  repealed  by  a  law  passed  in  the  same  form. 
It  is  the  practice  of  every  nation  in  Europe,  and 
of  every  civilized  nation  on  the  earth.  But  even 
the  promis^  to  repeal  was  only  conditional,  and  it 
has  never  been  announced  to  us  that  the  Emperor 
considered  the  condition  complied  with  on  our  part, 
by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  British  produce 
aha  manufactures.  In  factj  daily  accounts  are 
received  of  seizures  made  on  the  principles  of 
those  decrees ;  and  to  affirm  that  the  decrees  are 
repealed,  was  only  to  add  perfidy  to  the  atrocity 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Frebcn,  who  do  not  hesitate 
to  plunder,  born,' and  destroy  our  property  on  the 
high  sea$,evea  after  abandoning  the  pretence  with 
which  at  first  they  were  respectful  enough  to  at- 
tempt to  coyer  their  violence. 

Nothing'could  be  more  evident  than  the  policy 
of  the  French  Emperor,  nor  anything  more  mor- 
tifying than  the  Success  which  has  attended  his 
juggling,  fje  has  contrived  to  satisfy  .our  Gov- 
ernment that  \i^  has  repealed  his  decrees,  While 
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to  the  eyes  of  the  rest  of  ihe  world  ihey  appear 
to  be  iD  force.  By  these  means  he  has  opened 
our  ports  to  the  public  and  private  ships  of  France, 
and  shot  thera  against  thosse  of  Great  Bfitain. 
He  denies  the  evidence  of  the  repeal  of  his  de- 
crees, which  he  well  knows,  if  furnjshed  to  us, 
would^  immedifttelY  remove  the  Order?  in  Coun- 
cil, dnd  facilitate  the  settlement  of  our  differences 
with  England.  Britain  has  declared  thkt  the  mo- 
ment evidence  is  produced  of  the  repeal  of  the 
decrees,  the  Orders  inColincil  shall  ipso  facto  be 
annulled.  The  Emperor,  instead  of  fhrnishrng 
thip  evidence,  is  giving  daily  proof^,'  to  our  sorrow 
and  lo$s,  that  the  decrees  ^re  m  force  and  opera- 
tion. 

I  am  amohg  the  ]ast  men  in  the^  Senate,  said 
Mr.  B.^  who  would  justify  or  defend  the  Orders 
in  Council.  They  violate  the  plainest  rights  of 
the  nation.'  Th^  ground  of  retaliation  was  never 
more  than  a  pretext,  and  their  plain  object  is  to 
deprive  France  "of  neutral  trade.  It  never  was 
contended,  nor  does  Britain  now  contend  that  she 
would  be  justified  "by  the  laws  or  usages  of  na- 
tions, io  interdict  bur  commerce  with  her  eAemy. 
She  covers  her  injustice  with  the  cloak  of  retal- 
iation, and  insists  that  she  has  i  right  to  retort 
npon'heV  enemy  the  evils  of  his  own  poljcy.  This 
is  a  doctrine  to  whfch  lam  not  disposed  to  agree. 
Itjs  destruction  to  neutrals — makes  them  th» 
prey  of  the  belligerents.  It  is  a  doctrine-  which 
w^  must  resist,  but  the  time  and  fnanner  of  resist- 
ance ought  to  be  determined  by  a  view  only  to 
our  own  interests.'  Because  we„are  injured,  we' 
certainly  are  not  bound  to  make  war  before  it 
is  fpr  our  own  benefit.  "There  is  one  effect  of 
thiswar  which  gentlemen  ought  to  take  into  view, 
and  which,  to  him,  was  a  source  of  grief  and  hu- 
miliation. In  making  war  upon  England  we 
bring  the  force  of  the  nation  in  aid  of  France. 
We  are  about  to  assist  a  Gk>vernment  from  whom- 
we  have  suffered  for  years  past  the  most  humilia- 
tipginsults  and  the  most  atrocious  Wrongs.  We 
are  about  to  make  a  common  cause  with  a  man 
who  hates  iis  for  our  language  and  despises  us 
for  our  Government,  and  Who  would  to-morrow, 
if.he  had  ihe^eans,  withoujt  se.eking  a  pretence, 
lidd  OS  to  the  list  of  his  coQquered  provinces. 
This  connexion  should  not  be  hastijy  formed. 
To  other  nations  it  has  been  the  forerunner  of 
their  subjugation  and  ruin.  Let  us  take  time  to 
consider  the  consequences  of  a  step  upon  which 
the  destiny  of  the  , nation  depends.  We  inay 
profit  by  delay,  but  can  gain  nothing  by  precipi- 
pitancy.  The  war  will  not  hastily  remove  the 
Orders  in  Council.  It  ir  the  principles  of  the 
orders,  rather  than  their  effect,  of  which  we  com- 

Slain.  The  trade  to  France,  which  they  inier- 
ict,  IS  of  little  consequence  to  the  country.  Its 
annual  amount  is  less  than  three  millions  6f 
dollars,  and  you  fnd  it  onerated  with  (iuties  so 
excessive,  and  restricted^  to  such  articles  of  ex- 
change, that,  ev^  if  enjoyed  in  safety,  it  would 
be  productive  of  little  profit  to  individuals  or  to 
the  nation.  If,  however,  you  declare  war  at  this 
time,  you  lose  the  tr^de  to  Great  Britain  and  her, 
dependencies,  equal^to  thirty-five  mitlioasa  year, 


without  gaining  the  paltry  trade  with  France. 
The  laws  of  war  will  crperate  still  more  exten- 
sively than  the  Orders  in  Council ;  and  though 
no  doubt  \ve  shalli^ratify  the  Emperor  of  France, 
we  shall  enjoy  littFe  commerce  with  his  domin- 
ions. As  it  regards,  therefore,  our  interest,  it  la 
found  in  protracting  the  prei:ent  state  of  affiira. 
,  The  question  on  postponement  was  determined 
in  ihe  negaiiv,e-^yeas  II,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs^  Bayard,  German,  Gilman,  Goodridi» 
Hor^y,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope,  and  Reed. 

Nats — Mjcssrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  Tork,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Var- 
num,  and  Wortbington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bataro,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  third  day 
of  July  nex«jjt  v^as  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  9,  nays  23,  as  follows  :      '  . 

Yeas — Mesara.  Bayard,  Pana,  German,  Gilaaa, 
Goodrich*,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  and  Lloyd.. 

NATfl-^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbelt  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  C^awford,  Ci^tts,  Fra^iklin,  Gail- 
lard,  Gregg,  Aowell,  Leib,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson, 
Sm^h  Of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamiifli, 
and  ^onhiugton.     .  '        • 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  Monday  next, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  15,  aays 
17,  as  follows: 

Yeas— MeMHTS.  Bayard,  Uana,  Geiasan,  Giles,  Gai- 
man,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Laaa- 
'bert.  Leib,  Lloyd,  £teed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats — Messina.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  CntU,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York»  Tait»  Tay- 
lor,  Varnum,  and  Wpithlngton. 

On  motion,  that  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative-ryeas  18,  nays  14,  as 
foUpws: 

YBAS-r-MeasBi.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German,  Giloa^ 
Oilman,  Gocnlnch,  Gregg,  Honey,  IfeweU,  Honter, 
Lambert,  L^b,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Macylaad, 
ai^d  Smtt|i  of  New  York. 

Nats — Messrs*  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brentv  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  GaiUard,  Rob- 
inson, Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Wortbing- 
ton.      . 

•   So'thje  Senate  adjourned  to  11  o'clock  to-mor- 
rowx 

WEntHBSDAT,  Jane  17. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  from  the  HoQse 
of  Representatives^  entitled'  ^  An  act  declaring 
war  between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies, 
and  the  United  States  and  their  Territories," 
was  resumed*" 

Whereupon,  the  following  motion  waasubmit- 
ted  by  Mr.  QtLES : 

Resolvedy  That  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  met  declaring 
war  between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependendea,  and 
the  United  States  and  their  Territories,"  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  Premdent  of  the  United  SUtea  of  the  first 
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iutont^wiUi  iastrfictioos  to  modiQ^  and  amend  the 
hilly  in  such  manner  as  ta  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  instruct  the  commanders  of  all 
ships  of  war  belonging  to  the  ^United  States  to  recap- 
ture tny  vessel  thereof  bound  to  any  port  or  place  pro- 
hibited to  suck  vessel  bj  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, dtted  the day  of   ;  i   ,  which  may  have  been 

previoady  captured  by  any  British  armed  vessel;  and 
tbo  to  capture  arty  British  armed  vessel  which  shall 
isrist  such  recapture,  or  be  found  hovering  on  the  coasts 
of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  interrupting 
tkmr  lawful  commerce,  and  to  bring  the  same  iitto  any 
port  of  the  United  States  ^r  adjudication  andcondem- 


Aod,  further,  to  instract  the  commanders  of  all  ^pi 
of  war  belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  recapture  any 
vessel  of  the  United  States  navigating  the  ocean  con- 
fmaably  to  the  laws  of  nations,  which  piay  have  been^ 
pierioasly  c^tured  by  anV  French  armed  vessel ;  and 
also  to  capture  any  such  French  armed  capturing  ves- 
sel, sod,  in  lik^  manner,  to  bring  in  the  same  for  adju- 
dication and  condempation. 

And  to  authorize  the  President  4>f  the  United  States 
to  caase  letters  of  marque  and  general  reprisal  upon  the 

Cic  and  private  ships  and  vessels,  goods,  and  merchan- 
>  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Irelandt  or  ia  the  subjects  thereof; 
and  also  upon  the  public  and  private  ships  and  vessels, 
goods,  and  merchandise,  belonging  to  the  Gcown  of 
Prance,  or  td  the  subjects  thereof. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  motion,  it 
was  delerinioed  in  the  negaiiire — yeas  14,  najr? 

18,  as  follows :  .        - 

YiAi— Meairfl.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
BiiB,  Goodrich*  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambavt, 
Lbyd,  Pope,  Reed,  and  Worthington. 

NATS—Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Camobell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin, 
Gaillard,  Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
«flriUiof  NewTork,  Tait,  Taylor^  Turner,  and  Var- 
warn. 

On  motion,  by  lyir.  Horsst,  that  the  Senate 
adjourn,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— ^yeas 
14,  Days  1%  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
Bton, Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd, 
Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Cfawfotd,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gail- 
krd,  Qnfsg,  Howell,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  aiid  Worthington. 

Oo  the  question.  Shall  this  bHl  pass  as  a;nend- 
ed?  it  was  determine4  in  the  affirmative— y;ea^ 

19,  nays  13,  as  follows :  * 
fiis-— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  ^rent,  Campbell  of 

TennessM,  Condit*  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gail- 
liid,  Giles,  Gregg,  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and 
Vamum. 

Nat»— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bana,  German,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
lUed,  and  Worthington. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  the  bill  do  p^s  ^ith 
amendments. 

On  motion,  the  title  was  amended,,  to  read  as 
follows :  "  An  act  declaring  war  between  the 
Uaited  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 


and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  the  United 
States  of  America  and  their  Territories." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson,  a  committee 
was  appointed,  to  consist  of  two  members,  to 
carry  the  said  bill  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  ask  their  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ments; and  Messrs.  Andgrson  and  Varnum  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

'  Thursdat,  June  18. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeotatires, 
by  Messrs.  Macon  and  Findlet,  two  of  Hheir 
members — Mr.  Macon,  ol^airman: 

Mr,  President :  The  House  of  Representatives 
concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  '*An  act  declaring  war  between  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  cind  the  United 
States  of  America  and  their  Territories." 

Mr;  VarnUM.  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  bad  es^amioed  and  found  duly  enrolled, the 
bill  last  mentioned. 

"*  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Messrs.  Crawford  and  TorNer,  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Hous^  of  Representatives 
for  enrolled  bills — Mr.  Crawford,  chairman : 

Mr,  President:  The  Speaker  of  the  Ht>iise  of 
Representatives  having  signed  an  enrolled  bill, 
we  are  directed  to  bring  it  to  the  Senate  for  the 
signatt^re  of  their  President. 

The  PREaibENT  signed  the  enrolled  bill  last 
reported  to  have  been  eiamined,  and  it  was  de- 
livered to  the  committee,  to  be  laid  before  Che 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  VAnNUM  reported,  from  the conamittee,  that 
they,  this  day,  laid  before  the  President  of*  the 
United  States  the  enrolled  bill  last  mentioned, 
and  that  the  iPresident  of  the  United  States  in- 
formed the  committee  that  he  had,  this  day, 
approved  and  signed  the  same.  , 

On  motionJby  Mr.  VarndMj 

Resohedj  'Fbat  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  in 
relation  to  tie  confidential  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  the  first  instant,  and 
also  4n  relation  to- the  private  and  confidential 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  ^ince  that  date,  be  re- 
moved. 

lEnd  of  the.eonJtdential  proceedings.} 


'  FaiDAT.  Jane  19. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (he  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  discharge  of  William  Peck 
from  his  imprisonment;"  and,  no  amendment  hav- 
ing been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.    '. 

'The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  is- 
suing of  Treasury  notes,'' was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  ana 
report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee. Batard,  and  Smith  of  Maryland,  were 
appoiiited  the  committee. 

Mr.  Batard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
ireferred  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
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"An  act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  mi- 
lilta  of  the  United  Stales,''  reported  It  with  an 
alnendment. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act. supple- 
mentary to  ^  An  act  authorizing  thie  l^resident  of 
the  United  States  io  raise  certain  companies  of 
ranp;ers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  X)f  the 
United  States,"  reported  it  amended. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  amend  the  laws  within  the  District>of  Colum- 
bia, having  been  reported  by  the  com inittjee.  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  ^he  bill  was  react  a  third  time 
as  amended,  and  passed^  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Anac4 
coniferring  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court  for 
the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  having  been  reported  by'the  commit- 
tee correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  as  amend^,  and  passed  with  amendn^ents. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 

Aesolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  be  requested  ^o  li|y  before  the  Sepate  8U«h 
information  as  he  may  possess  respecting  the  hoa- 
iWe  or  friendly  movements  and  intentions  of  the 
Indians  towards  th€  United  States,  subfequent  to 
the  battle  of  Tippecanoe. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson  was- 
r^umed,  as  in  Comn^ittee  of  the  Whofe;  and 
Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take,  the  Chair ; 
and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned* 

Saturoat,  June  20. 

On  motion  by^Mr.  Greqq,  the  committee  to 
whom  wa»  referred  the  petition  of  John  Clack, 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof.  ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comnuttee  of  t,he 
Whole,  the  coniideratiod  of  the  bill>  entitled  "An 
aet  supplementary  to  '  An  Hot  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  ib  raise  certain 
companies  of  rangers  for  the  prot^tioii  of  the 
frofitier  of  the  Umted  States,"  together  with  the 
amendments^  rei>orted  thereto,  by  the  selcct.com* 
mitt^ ;  and,  a|ter  cjebate,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  oCthe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  tolhe  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to 
authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,"  passed  April  10.  1812, .  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee;  and,  after  debate,  on  motion,  by. 
Mr.  Taylor,  that  the  further  consideration, there- 
of be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  October 
next,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
hays  19,  as  follows : 

YxAS^^Messra.-  And.erson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Crawford, 
Horsey^  Howell,  Hunter,  Smith  of  New  York,  Taylor, 
andTmtier. 

Nats-— Messrs.  Bradley,  CQndit,Cut(8,  Bans,  Frank- 
lin, Oaillard,  German,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gresg,  Lam- 
bert, Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Tkit,  Ykmiim,  and  Worthington. 


And  hayfng  agreed  to  the  reported  amendment 
with  amendments,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly.  And,  on  the  question, 
Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  third  time  as  amended? 
i^t  was  determined  io  the  affirmative, 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hotuse  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners;" in  which  bill  they  request  the  concur- 
leDceof  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  broqght  up  fot  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tne  bill,  entitled,  ^An  ^ct  authorizing  the  dis- 
charge of  William  Peck  ftom  his  imprisonment,'^ 
was'read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Grego,  th«  committee  to 
whom  wAs  referred,  on.  the  6th  of  December  lasr. 
the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Managers  or 
the  Union  Canal  Cornpany  of  Pennsylvania; 
also, 'on  the  24th,  the  memorial  of  Qonvernear 
Morris  and  others,  were  discharged. 

Monday,  Jane  &3. 

Mr.  BRAnLEY  presented  five  memorials  of  the 
citizens  of  Vermont,  deprecating  a  wair  with  Eiig- 
land,  apd  praying  the  removal  of  the  commer- 
cial restrictive  system ;  and  the  knemorials  were 
read. 

Mr.  Qreog  presented  fourteen  memorials  of  six 
hundred  citizens  of  Cumberland  county,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvaivia;  to  the  same  purpcMie. 

Mr.  Lammrt  presMoited  the  petition  of  a  large 
nombec  of  citizens  of  thc^  State  of  New  Jersey,  t^ 
the  same  purpose;  which  was  read. 

The  bill  supplementlEiry  to  the  act,  entitled  *An 
act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  t^e  militia  of 
the  United  States,"  passed  April  10, 1812,  having 
been  reported  bv  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  read' a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  following  motion : 

**  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  loin  a  commit^ 
tee  o^the  House  of  Representatives,  if  the  House  shoald 
think  proper  to  aj^Mnnt  a  committoe,  to  examine  and 
report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be  done '  daiiag 
the  prasent  session;  at  wh^st  time  the  two  Hoases 
ought  to  adjourn ;  and  to  what  time  CongresA  should 
stand  adjourned." 

Andf  the  motion-  was  read.  ' 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning'  invalid  . 
pensioners,"  was  read'  the  second  time,  and  re- 
fl^rred  to  a  select  comn)ittee.  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Anoersoh,  JBRAnLBT, 
and  t«*RANKtiif,  were  appoint^  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gasdo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  confirming 
grants  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  de- 
rived from  the  British  Government  of  West  Flor- 
ida, not  subsequently  regranted  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain  or  the  United  States,"  reported  it 
without  amendment, 

Mr.  WoRTHrNQtON.  from  the  managers  at  the 
conference  on  the*  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascer- 
tain and  establish  the  Western  boundary  of  the 
tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties 
allowed  to  t^e  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
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lineoireaBtweaud  eslabliBhinent,"  made  report. 
WheKupoQ, 

Besolved,  That  the  8eaate  so  fac  recede  from 
their  tmeodmeDts  x6  the  bill  above  meotioned,  as 
that  they  coDcar  in  the  amendmeots  as  modified 
by  the  commiute  of  conference,  and  agree  that 
the  bill  be  so  amended. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson  was 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  Nf  r. 
Yarnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair;  and, 
after  debate,  it  Was. agreed  that  the  farther  con- 
sideration thereof -be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iafsmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
8«iate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
reserved  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed to  the  offijcers  ^nd  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
UaeOBContiDemal  establi»hment,"  and  agree  to 
the  amendments  as  modified  by  the  managers  at 
the  eooference  thereon.  They  hav|e  passed  a  bill, 
ealided  ^  An  act  concerning  ielters  of  marque^ 
prizesyand  prize  goods;''  also,  a  bill,' entitled  *^An 
act  ffivio((  validity  to  the  sale  of  certain  tracts  of 
pablie  lands,  aold  in  the  western  district  of  the 
Territory  of"  Orleans,  now  State  of  Louisiana ;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  seoond  reading. 

The  bill  coneerning  letters  of  marque,  prizes, 
aid  prize  goods,  was  read  the  second  tinie  by 
eoiiteot,and  remred  to 'a  select  committee,  to 
eoosi«t  of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  AinDfrRSOM,  v  ar- 
icoii,  Ctrrra  and  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  were  ap- 
poioled  the  eommlttee. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee^  from  the  com*- 
mittee  to  whoifi  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^*Aq  act  authorizing  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

Thefollowipg  Message  was. received  from  the 
Pkebident  op  the  United  States:  ^ 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

KepreMentativeM  of  the  United  Statu  : 

I  oommanicate  to  Congress  copies  of  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  Stale  from  the  Charg^  d*Affairc8  of  the 
(Tnited  States  at  London,  and  of  a  note  to  him  from 
the  BritiA  Secretary  "for  Foreign  Affairs. 

JAMES  MADI&toN. 

Ji7]rB.S2,  IMS.  ' 

The  Message  and  copies  therein  mentioned  were 
read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  confirming  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississip);)i 
Territory,  founded  on  warrants  of  survey  {[ranted 
by  the  Spanish  Government,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  sele<?t  com- 
mittee; and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendments, 
the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac 
cordingly. 

On  the'<)ue8tion.  Shall  tl)is  bill  be  read  a  third 
tine  as  amended?  it  was  deterlfnined  in  the  af- 
inaattve.  •>     ^  > 


TueeDAY.  Jui^e  23. 
The  amendments  to  the  bill^ entitled  '*  A^  act 
confirming  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, founded  on  warrants  of  survey  granted  by 
the  Spanish  Government,"  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill 
was  rea4  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed 
with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*•  An  act  conferring  certain  powers  on  the  Levy 
Court  for  the  county  of  Washington,  it^  the  Di*' 
trict  of  Columbia,"  with  an  amendment ;  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrency  of  the  Senate.  They 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  imposing  ad- 
ditional duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  knd  m«S 
chandise,  imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  in  which  bill  they  ra»- 
quest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  foi^  concurrence  w^ 
read,  and  passed  to  the  seoond  reading.  • 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayaro,  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  concerning  tb^  Levy  Court  of  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colombia,"  was 
postponed  to  the 'first  Monday  in  December  nejit. 
Mr.^Gk>oDRicii,  from  the  comnlittee  to  whood 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'  Anuct  for  the  re- 
lief of  Anna  Young,  heiress  and  representative  of 
Cdlonel  John  Durkee,  deceased,"  reported  it  with- 
'out  amendment. 

Mr.  Tayi^r,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  quaking  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose  of  discharging  all  the 
outstfi^nding  claims  for  th^  construction  and  re- 
pair of  the  Capitol  and  the  President's  house,  for 
the  compensation  of  the  late  Surveyor  of  the 
Public  Buildings,  and  for  furniture  for  the  differ- 
ent apartments  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  par- 
poses,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  {resumed  the  consideration  of  th« 
resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Lbib,  for 
appointing  a  joint  committee  to  examine  and  re- 
port what  business  is  necessary  to  be  done  during 
the  present  se^ion ;  and,  having  agreed  thereto, 
Messrs.  Leib,  LtoYO,  Bayaro,  CoNniT,  and  Tay- 
lor, were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  (Senat^. 

The  bill^  entitled  '*An  act  giving  validity  to 
the  sale  of  certain  tracts  of  public  lands  sold  ia 
the  western  district  of  the  Territpry  of  Orleans 
now  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  ^d  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Tait,  BibR, 
and  Franklin,  were  appoirited  the  committee. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  concerning  let- 
ters^  of  marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  reported 
it  with  amendments ;  which  were  read,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and, 
having  agreed  thereto  in  part,  and  further  amend- 
ed the  bill,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
tiine  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


d03 


mSTOBY  OS'  CONGRBSS. 


804 


SsifATS* 


Proceedings. 


June,  1812. 


Wbdncbdat,  Jnne  24. 

Tlie  amendments  to  t^e  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act 
X;Onc«|rning  letters  of  marque,  prizes^  and  prize 
goodiS,"  were  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
-engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time 
as  amended,  and  iurther  amended  by  unanimoils 
consent. 

Ob  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  f^ss  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative^yeas 
22,  nay.8  5,  aa  foUaws :  ^ 

YiAB-^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Cajapbell, 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,-  <3aiilard, 
Oilman,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  I^ope,  Reed,  Robinson, 
dmith  of  Maryland,  Smitk  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, 
-Tnrner,  Vamam,  and  Worthington^  - 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,'Goodnch,  Hanter,.  Lambert, 
and  Lloyd. 

So  il  was  resolved  that*  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  Anderson  submitted  the  fellow^iig  motion 
for  oonsideratfon :  / 

*<  Whereas' the  United  States  of  America,  liot^ih- 
standing  the  pacific  dispoation  which  has  been  so  dis-' 
tinguishingly  evinced  by  them  towards  all  the  nations 
of  the  world;  have,  neyertheless,  been  coihpeUed  to  re- 
.■ort  to  anns  for  the  maintenance'  and  protection  of 
pilose  rights  which  have  been  achieved  by  tbto  tiood  of 
their  faUiers;  and,  although  they  have  a  just  confi- 
dence in  the  strength  of  their  Goveminentt  sQd  in  the 
vigor  of  their  own  arm,  y^t,  being  taught  by  Holy 
Writ,  to  which  they  bow  with  all  due  reverence  and 
anbmissidn,  *'  that  the  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the 
battle  to  the  strong,  but  of  the  Lord  who  wUIeth  and 
doeth  :*'  Aqd  it  t^ing  at  all  times  our  indispensable 
duty  devoutly  to  acknowledge  the  superintending  prov^* 
idence  of  Almighty  God/  especially  in  times  of  impend-, 
ing  danger  and  public  calamity,  to  reverence  and  adore 
His  immutable  justice,  as  well  as  to  implore  His  mer- 
ciful interposition  iot  the  prosperity  of  the  nation  : 
Therefore, 

** Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Repreeenta- 
iwes  of  the  united  States  of  Americoy  in  Congrfss 
assembled^  That  a  joint  con^mitteeof  b^th  fiouses' 
-  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  request 
•that  he  ivill  recommend  to  the  people  of  the  United 
8fates  a  day  of  public  humiliation  apd  prayer^  to  be ' 
observed  by  supplicating  Almighty  God  for  the  safety 
and  welfare  of  these  States,  and  for  the  success'ef  their 
arms." 

And  the  motion  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading.    ^       ' 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House'  concur  in 
the  resolutions  passed  by  th^  Senate,  fbfrihe  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  committee  to  examine  and 
report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be  done 
during  the  present  session,  and  have  appointed  a 
committee  on  their  part.  The  House  of  Repre- 
aentatives  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the.  bill,  entitled 
'*  An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,"  and  concur  therein. 

The  bin,  entitled  "  An  act  for  imposing-  addi- 
tional duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  from  any  foreisn  port  or  place,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 


and  report  thereon ;  and  Messia.  Sicmi,  of  Mary- 
land, Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  and  Li«OTb,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  conferring  certain  powers  on  the  Levy 
Court  for  the  rounty  of  Wasbinftpn,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  and  cbncurred  therein. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  grving  validity 
to  the  sale  of  certain  tracts  of  pubRc  lands  in  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now 
State  of-  Louisiana,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment.      I 

Mr.  Reed,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  of 
the.(Jnited  Stales  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years, 
any  part  of  the  reservations  of  public  ground  ia 
the  City  of  Washington,  repiorted  it  with  an 
amendment.  ^ 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson  was 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  Mr. 
VXRitnif  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair;  and 
the  bill  having  been-amended,  the  President  re- 
sumed the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Yjinttvif  reported  the 
bUl  with  an  amendment,-  which  was  confidered 
in  Senate,  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  hfll  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter* 
mined  in  the  affirmative.  • 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  that  to- 
morrow he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  ia  a  hiU 
supplementary  to  the  adi  fixing  the  Military  Peace 
CMttblishment  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill^entjtled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  is- 
suing of .  Treasnrynotes,"  was  resumed  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  afteV  debate, and 
the  coQsideratton  of  confidential  and  Exeeative 
bdsiness,  the  Senate  adj9uraed.  >  ^ 


Tbursoat,  June  26. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson 
liaving  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Phesident  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
enclosing  a  report  of  tbe  Land  Commissioners  at 
St.  Louis^  relative  to  the  lead  mines,  in  obedience 
to  a  provision  contained  in  the  sixth  section  of 
an  act  for  a:<certainin^  and  adjusting  tbe  titles 
and  claii;ns  to  land  within  the  Territory  of'  Or- 
leans and  tike  district  of  Louisiana ;  and  the  letter 
and  report  were  read.  '  «     ^ 

"The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  enlitlea  "An 
act  authorizing  (he  issuing  of  Treasury  notes, 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
select  committee;  and,  having  agreed  thereto, the 
Prei?ident  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative— yeas  19,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

TxA»— Mewrs.  AndarMn,  Biad^y,  BrenV  Q«^>m^ 
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•f  Tmimmm,  Crawford,  Franklin,  OaUlaiO.  Gile«, 
Gregg.  Howell,  Lambert,  Leib,  Reed,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land,  Tah,  Taylor,  Tjamer,.yarBiiiii^  andAVorthington. 

Nat*— Mesara,  Germnii,  GUman,  Goodridi,  fiotwy, 
and  Lloyd. 

Tbe  inotioii  made  yesterday,  respecting  a  day 
of  public  humiliatiooabd  prayer,  wa^  read  the 
seeoad  time  ;  and  on  the  .question,  Shall  ft  l>e  en- 
^o$sed  and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conimittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the, bilU  entitled  ^^An 
act  supplementary  to  ^n  act  authorizing  the  Pras- 
ideat  of  the  United  States  to  raise  certain  compa- 
nies of  rangers  for  the  protection  of  thefrontfer  of 
the  United  States,"  and  disagreed  to  the  amende 
ment  reported  by  the  select  committee ;  and,  on 
motion.  tb«  bill  was  amended ;  and  the  President 
reported  the  amendmeats  to  the  House,  and  it 
was  agreed  to  amend  the  bill  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amepded  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir* 
matiTe. 

Mr.  Smith,  ofv  Maryland,  asked  and  obtained 
leare  to  brid^  in  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Tiie  Senate  reaaoSedj  a«  ift  Comttiittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  hill  amhoiuzipg  tlie  President  of  the 
United  States  to  lei^se,  for  a  term  of  years,  any 
parr  of  the  reservations  qf  public  sround  in  the 
City^f  Washington,  logether  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  t^elec^  committee; 
and  Mr.  Vabmuu  was  requeued  to  take  the  Chair; 
and  the  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
President  resumed  the  Chair,  &nd  Mr.  Vabnum 
reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
eoosideredin  the  Senate  and  agreed  lo^  ,  And  on 
the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time 
as  amended  )  i  t  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 


FaipAT,  June  26.  • 

f  he  joint  resolution  requesting  the  President 
of  the  United'Stat^  to  recommend  a  day  of  pub- 
lie  humiliation  and  prayer,  having  been  reported 
by  the  commiuee  correctly  engrossed-,  was  read  a 
third  time;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr«  Obrman,  it 
waa  recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  to  eon- 
aider  and  report  tb^eon  ;  and  Messrs.  GaonaicH, 
Amsaaosf,  and  Bmablbt^  were  appointed  the 
coanmittee.      > 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  aet 
autbonztng  tbe  i^ufng  of  Treasury  notes,"  was 
reported  bv  the  cemidittee  correctly  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. . 

On  the  question, Shalhhis  bill  pass  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  tl&e  afficmative-^yeas,S3, 
nays  8,  as  follows : 

Yeas — ^Measrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  I^mbert, 
Liib,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  T^t,  Tay- 
lor, Tomer,  Vamnm,  and  AVorthingtoa. 

KAT»-^Meaars.  Bayard,  Dana,  ^German,  Gilmaa, 
GoodDdwHtt&ta^Lloyd,«adPope,     . 


So  it  m%s  resolved  that  this  bill  pass  with  an 
amendment. 

The  amendments  to  the  bilF.  epiiiled  '*•' An  act 
supplementary  tQ  *  An  act  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  raise  certain  compa- 
nies of  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers 
of  the  United  States,"  were  reported  by  the, com- 
mittee Coit^ily  eagrosssed.  and  the  bill  was  read 
tbe  third  time  asi  amended,  and  the  blanks  filled. 

Retqlvedy  Thatthis  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
^d  Slates  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  any  part 
of  the  reservations  of  publm  ground  in  the  Citf 
of  Washington,  was  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrpssed,  and  read  a  third  time  andthe 
blank  filled. 

.  JResolvedj  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  titU 
thereof  be  *'  An  adt  authorizing  the  President  Qf 
the  United  States  to  lea^te,  for  a  term  of  years, 
any  part  of  the  reservations. of  public  ground  ia 
the  City  of  Washington." 

.  Mr.  ^AYARn  presented  the  memorial  of  the  citi- 
zens pf  tV  town  of  Newcastle,.in  the  State  of 
Delaware,  and  its  vicinity,  praying  Congress  to 
direct  measures  foriheir  defence^  in  their  peculi- 
arly exposed  situation. — Referred  to  the  Secrefa- 
ry  for  the  Department  of  War,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon.  . 

Mr.  Braolet  preseiited  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  ofthe  Stateof  Vermont,  deprecating  the 
horrors  of  war.  and  praying  the  removal  of  tbe 
tostrictive  system  and  embargo ;  and  the  petition 
was  read.  ^        ,  . 

Mr.  SMrtH;  of  Maryland,  from  the  <M}mroittee 
to  whomyas  referred  the  bill,  entitlefl  *^  Atf  act 
lor  imposing  additional  duties  upon  all  goo^s^ 
wafe^  and  merchandise,  imported  from  any  for- 
eign port  or  place,  and  >  for  oth.er  purposes,"  re- 
ported the  bill. with  atfendmeiits ;  and  it  .was 
agreed  tbat  the  consideration  thereof  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

ThePREsipENT  communicated  a  letter  fromtbe 
Commissioner  of  the  Geberal  Land  Office,  enclbs- 
ing  a  report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  district 
ofYincennesj  made  in  pursuance  of  "An  act  pro^ 
vidlng  for  the  sale  of  certain  latidsin  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  tot  other  purposes ;"  and  the  letter 
and  report  wer^  read. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  fixing  the 
Military  Peace  Establish mentof  the  United  States 
was  read  the  second,  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and'  report  thereon.;  and 
Messrs.  Bmitb  of  Maryland;  FRANkUN,andfiRAD- 
LBY,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


Saturoat,  June  27. 
,  The  Presiobnt  communicated  the  petition  of 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  inhabitants  of  New 
Orleans,  praying  the  extension  of  a  certain  street 
in  that  city  through  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  upon  certain  conditions;  and  the  petition 
was  read.  ^ 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Marylatid,  from  the  committee 
to  whom^as  referred  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Ksttblishment 


Digitized  by 


Google 


807 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


m 


SsifATB. 


Proceedings, 


JtJifC,  t81d> 


of  ilie  United  State's,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  agreed  to ;  and  the  President  re- 
jtorted  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly.  . 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  r^ad  a  third  time  a«  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in'^t^e  affirmative. 

A  messiage  fVoovthe  House  of  flepresentatlTes 
informed  the  Senate  th'at  the  House  do  not  con- 
cur in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  *An  act  au- 
thorising th^  President  of  the  unite^l  States  to 
raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontier  of  the  United  Sttftes."  ' 
.  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

.  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Andgrson,  that  they  n^ 
cede  from  their  aiAendments  to  the  said  bill,  it 
was  determined  in  th^  negative — yeas  6,  nays  18, 
as  follows :  .  ^ 

Teas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,'  Campbell  of 
Tennessee^  Pope,  Hoblnson,  Taylor,  Vampm,  and 
Worthinglon.  , 

Nits — Messrs.  Bradley,  €ondit>'  Crawford,  Cntts, 
FfsfikliD,  GaiUard,  Gennan,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
Gregg,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, Smith  of  New  York,  and  Tail 
/  On.motioBy  by  Mr.  FRANXLm,lt  was  resolved 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  t^ir  imendments  to 
the  said  bill.  , 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  fdUowtng  motion  for 
consideration: 

BtBohedi  That  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  di- 
rected topa^  to  Henry  B.  Joiy,  Henry  MiUer,  and  Toi- 
bias  Simpson,  fifty  dollars  each,  as  anr  additional  com- 
pensation for  their  services  during,  the  piesent  session. 

Mr.  GsEQG  presented  fifteen  memorials  of  a 
large  number  or  citizens  of  Cumberland  county, 
in  the  Sl^te  of  Pcfnnsylvania^  deprecating  a  war; 
with  England,  and  praying  tl^  reiOovai  of  the 
eommercial  restrictive  system. 

Mr.  Andbrson,  froin  the  committee  to  whom 
wfts  referred  the  resolution^  respecting  a  day  of 
public  humiliation  and' pcayer,  reported  it  amend- 
ed ;  And  it  was*  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  agreed  to.*  ,      ^ 

Oq  the  question,  Shall  it  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  waa  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  A.,  aUo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  concerning  in- 
valid pensioners,"  reported  it  with  amendments 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose  of  discharging  all  vhe 
outstanding  claims  for  the  construction  and  repair 
of  the  Capitol  and  the  President's  house ;  for  the 
compensation  of  the  late  Surveybr  of  the  Pirb^lc 
Buildings;  and  for  furniture  for  the  different 
apartments  of  the  Gapftol,  ^nd  for  other  pur- 
poses," together  with  amendments  reported  thefc- 
o  by  the  select  committee;  and  Mr.  Qregg  was 
e  quested  to  take  the  Chair ;  and,  having  agreed 
o  the  report,  the  Pbesioent  resumed  the  Chair, 
n  d  Mr.  Orboo  reported  'the  bill  with  amend- 


meBts,.and  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  be  smended 
accordingly.         ,     , 

On  the  questipn,  ShaH  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  tftne  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  ^enate  resumed,  as  in  Coihmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bijl,  entitled  "An  act  giving  validity 
to  the  sale  of  cehain  tracts  of  public  lands  in  the 
lyestern  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now 
State  of  Louisiana ;"  and  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed,'  the  ^ill  was  passed  to  the  third 
reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  adt  for  th^  relief  6f  Anna 
Youfig,  heiress  and  representative  of  Col.  John 
Durkee,  deceased,"  was  resumed,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendtlient  havioj 
been  proposed,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  t).A^A  made  a  report  from  the  committee 
on  the  bill,  entitled  "Aft  act  to  incorporate  the 
Trustees  of  Washington  College :"  ^hereupon, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postpon- 
ed to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gregg,  the  bill,  entjtled'^Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Jonathap  Williams,'* 
was  postponed  to' the  first  Monday  in  December 
next* 


,  Mon DAif,  June  29;     •>    \ 

The  resdluliqn  aqtKorizing  the  Secretary  ef  the 
Senate  to  pay  Henry  Miller  and  others'fiftf  dol- 
lars each,  was  read  the  second.time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  Stfites  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years, 
aiiypart  of  thereservationsof  ground  in  the  City 
of  Washfnglon,  with  an  amendment ;  in  which 
they  reqiiest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  SeUate  resumed,  as.  in  Comnlittee  of  the 
Whok,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  fdr  Imposing  ^ddttiodal  dtities  on  all  goods, 
wares,  and  krferchandise,  impotried  from  any  for- 
eign port  or  pl^e,  and  for  other  purposes,"  toge- 
ther with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  cqmmiltee;  and  .Mr.  Qaillard  was  re- 
quested to  iaJte  the  Chair. 

On  the  question  to  a^ree  to  the  following 
amendment: 

«<  Qsc  2.  And  be  itjurthtr  macted,  That  the  fiitt 
and  second  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  act  repo^' 
ing  the  act  laying  duties  on  salt,  aad  conttnoing  ia 
ibrce,  for  a  further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled <*An  act  farther  to  protect  the  commerce  sad 
seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbaiy  Pow- 
ers," passed  the  tbird  day  of  March,  1807,  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed :" 

'\i  waa  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  13, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Condit,  Cutti, 
German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope, 
Reed,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland. 

NAYS-J-Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibby  Brent,  €ampbdl 
of  Tennessee,  i)rawford,  Dana,  Franklin,  Gsiiltrd, 
Goodrich,  Rowelh  Hunter,  Smith  of  New  Vork,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turneri  Vamtun,  and  Wortit&igton* 
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On  the  qoestion,  to  agree  to  the  following 
amendment:  stride  out  "  one  handred,"  sectiot)  f^ 
line  3.  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
13,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

YxAfl — ^MeasTB.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Gilea,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
Pom,  Reed,  and  Smith,  of  Ma^Iand. 

liAj» — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bi[adley,  Brent, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Catts, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Hew  T<Hk,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turfter,  Yamam,  and  Wor- 
thinglMi. 

On  the  qaestion  to  agree  to  the  amendment 
proposed,  to  strike  out  the  words  "passing -of  this 
acty^secuoQ  1,  line  T,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  15,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayaid,  Brent,  Qana,  German,  Giles, 
G3inan,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
Pg^  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  ISTew 
Yoik. 

Nats — Measrs'.  Anderson,  Bibb,  B/adley,  Campbdl 
of  TeniBssee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Catts,  Franklin, 
GaiUard,  Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Yamom,  and  Worthington. 

And,  having  disagreed  to  the  report  of  the  se- 
lect eommittee,  the  Pbbsident  resumed  the  Chair, 
and  Mr.  Gailmbd  reported  the  bifl  to  the  tiopse 
wiUuHK  amendment. 

On  the  iiaestioD,  9halr  this  btU  be  read  a  third 
tWM?  it  waa  deteraaintid  io.tbe  affirmative — yeas 
22,  oafs  10^  as  follows : 

Ykab — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradlejr,  Brent, 
CaMbaH  of  Tenaesiee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Catts, 
ItaBUiB,  GaiUard,  Howell,  Lambert,  Leib«  Pope,  Rob- 
iaaaa.  Smith  of  Maiyhttd,  Smith  of  New  York^  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Yamum,  and  Worthi^igton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard«  Dana^  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lloyd,  and  Reed< 


A  message  from  the  E[ouse  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  thfit  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  compensate  tor  his 
services  the  President  |)ro  tempore  of  the  Senate, 
acting  as  such  when  the  office  qf  Vibe  President 
of  the  United  Stated  shall  be  vacant  5'^  aiso,.  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of 
stock  created  under  an  act  passed  on  the  10th  of 
November,  1803;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
conenrrence  of  the  Senate.  ; 


TDE80AT,  June  30. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter,  sfgned 
Witliam  Duane,  with  a  treatise -on  military  lue- 
tics ;  and  the  letter  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
President  was  requested  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  "Hand  Book  for  Infantry,"  from 
William  Duane.  ^ 

Mr.  Llotd  presented  the  metnorial  of  the  in- 
habitanfs  of  the  town  of  Salem,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  deprecating^  a  wat  with  Great 
Britain,  and  representing  it  peculiarly  calamitous 
to  them,  in  the  exposed  situation  of  their  com- 
meice ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Tbe  President  coinraqnicated  a  report  of  the- 
SiKRUry  for  the  Department  of  War,  on  the  me- 


morial of  the  citizens  of  NiBwcastle,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware,  and  its  vicinity,  referred  to  him  on 
the  26th  iiistant ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  PftEsioENTaho  communicated  a  statement 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  citizens  of  New  York, 
signed  Henry  Rntgers,  chairman,  approving  the 
measures  of  Government  at  this  event^l  crisis ; 
■which  was  read. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  a  copy  of  the  resc^ution  etk- 
tered  intohy  citizens  of  Miltedgevfit^  and  its  vi- 
cinity, in  the  State  of  Georgia-,  expressing  their 
confidence  in  the  National  Oouncils,  and  t&ir  de- 
termination to  support  the  measures  of  Gk)vern< 
ment)  which  was  read. 

The  bill,  eBtitled'"An  act  to  facilitate  the  trans- 
fer of  stodk,  created  under  an  act  passed  th«  10th 
of  November,  180$,"  was  read  thr^e  times  by-uhan- 
hnpus  tsohsent,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  compensate  for 
his  setvice's  the  President  pro  tentport  of  the 
Senate,  acting  'as  such  when  the  ^office  of  Vice 
President  of  the  United  BtkvAs  shall  be  vacant,'^ 
wat  read,  ^^^  -passed  to  the  second  ^eadin^. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  fixing  f he 
Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  having  been  r'eported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engroj^ed,  was  read -a  third  time  and 
amended  by  unanimous  cooaeot. 

Resolpea^  Tb8t4hi8  bill  pass,  ind  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  reipe-ctmg  the  pay  of  the  Ar- 
.myof  the  United  States." 

The  biU,^ entitled  *^An  act  ^fring  validity  tp  the 
sale  of  certain  tracts  of  public  land  in  the  West- 
ern district  of  ihcTerriiory  of  Orleans,  now  State 
of  Louisiana  "  wafsTead  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anna 
Foung,  heiress  and  representative  of  Colonel 
John  Durkee,  deceased^"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed.  .       ■ 

•  The  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  recommend  a  d^y  of  public  hu- 
miliation and  prayer,  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  Engrossed,  was  read  the 
third  time.*" 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  resolution  pass  ?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  20,  nays 
4,, as  follows: 

Ybjls — Messrs.,  Anderson, ,  Bayard,  Brent,  Condit, 
Qrawford,  Cotts,  GaiUard,  German,  Gijes,  Goodrich, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Robinson,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Franklin,  Oilman,  and  Smith 
of  New' York. 

So  the  resolution  passed  as  follows: 
**  It  being  a  duty  peculiarly  incumbent  in  a  time  of 
public  calamity  and  war,  humbly  and  devoutly. to  ac- 
knowledge our  dependence  on  Almighty  God,  and  to 
implore  his  aid  and  protection  r  Therefore, 

**  Resohed,  by  the  Senate  a^dHouMe  of  Represent O" 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  Amerifio,  in  Congrt^  a#- 
sembledt  That  a  joint  committee  of.  both  Houses  bf 
Congress  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  request  that  he  recommend  a  day  of  public  humili* 
ation  and  prayer,  to  be  obsenred  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  with  religious  solemnity  and  the  offering 
of  fervent  supplications  to  Almighty  God  -for  the  safety 
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and  welfare  of  these  States,  his  blessing  on  their  arms 
and  the  speedy  restoration  of  peace." 

Ordered,  That  Messrs*  An  person  and  Qood- 
RiCH  be  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
A  message  frpm  the  Hou&e  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  th^  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill)  entitled,  "An  act  supplementary  to 
*  An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for 
the  prptection  of  the  frontier  of  the.Unite^  States." 
They  iiave  passed  a  billf  entitled  ^^An  act  supple- 
mentary to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  giving  further 
titne  to  purchasers  of  public  lands  dorthwest  of 
the  river  Ohio  to  complete  their  paymenis  "  in 
which  bill  they  rei^uest  the  concurrence  of.  the 
Senate.' 

The  brll  li^t  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  imposing  addi- 
tieoal  duties  upon  alt  goods,  wares,  and  mefchan*- 
dtse^  imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  Wtts  read  the  ihrrd  time.. 

On  the  question,  Shall  ibis  bill  pass?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  ai£fmative — yeaa^SO,  nays  9,%^ 
follows : .  ' 

YsAS-^Messrs.  -Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
CampbeH  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawfordy  Cutts, 
Franklin,  Oaillaid,  HeweU,  Jjambert,  Leib,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomte,  Yamum, 
and  Worthington. 

Nats — Meesrs.  Bayaid,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  and  Lloyd. 
So  it  was  resoWed  that  this  bill  pass. 
The  bill,  entitled  "Ati  act  coi^firming  grants  to 
lauds  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  derived  from 
tlve  British  Qovernment  pf  West  Florida,  not  sub- 
sequently regranied  by  the  (Groveminent  of  Spain 
or  of  the  United  States,' was  considered,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  prppos^d,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
charging all.  the  outstandinflf  claims  for  the  con- 
alruction  and  repair  of  the  Capitol  and  the  Presi- 
dent's house,  for  the  compensation  of  the  late  Su'r- 
Teyor  of  the  Public  Buildings,  and  for  furniture 
for  the  different  apartments  of  the  Capitol,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed)  the  bill  was  read 
m  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill' pass  with  amei^dmenta. 
The  Setiate  resumed,  as  in  Conjimittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  concerning  in- 
valid pensioners,"  together  w4th  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee,  and  Mr. 
Vabnum  was  requested  to  lake  the  Chair,  and  the 
amendments  having  been  Agreed  to,  tbe  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Varnum  reported  the 
bill  with  aiAendments,  which  were  coosidered  in 
the  Senate  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it:was  determinied  in  the  affir- 
mative. , 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 


ment of  the  House  of  Representatives'to  the  bill 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  any  part  of  the  reserva- 
tions of  public  eround  in  the  City  of  Washioj^tOQ ; 
and,  resolved  that  they  da  not  concur  tbereio. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  resolution  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  pay  Henry  B.  Joy 
and  others  fifty  dollars  each,  as  an  additiooal  com- 
pensation foi:  their  services  during  the  present 
session. 

On  the  qMestion,  Shall  this  resolution  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The, following  Message  was  received  from  tbe 
Pbesident  of  the  Uniteo  States: 
To  the  Senate  qnd  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

With  a  iriew  the  i>etter  to  adapt  to  the  pablic  umice 
the  volunteer  force  contemplated  by  the  act  passed  oa 
the  sixth  day  of  February,  I  recommend  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress  the  expediency  of  making  the  re- 
qubite  provbion  for  the  officers  thereof  being  conunis- 
sioned  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 
•  Considering  the  distribution  of  the  military  foreei  of 
the  United  States  required  by  the  circumstances  of  oar 
couptry,  I  recommend  also  to  the'consideration  of  Con- 
gress the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  appointmeat 
of  an  additional  number  of  general  oflioers,  and  of  depu- 
ties in  the  adjutant's,  quajlermaster's,  iMaector'a,  and 
paymaster's  departments  ca  the  arm^y,  and  ibr  the  em- 
pteyment,  in  eaaas  of  -amerfoo^,  of  additional  engi- 
neers. .  JAMBS  MADISON. 

Juvs  30,  18^2. 

The  Message  was  read ;  and,  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to' consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Anderson,  nodOiU^i 
were  appointed  the  committee* 

Weoi^esdat,  July  1. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeiitatives 
infornxed  the  Senate  that  the  House  i^ccede  from 
their  amendnient  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  aa- 
thorizing  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to 
lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  any  part  of  the  reserra- 
tions  of  public  ground  in  the  Uity  of  Washington. 
They  disagree  to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate \o  the  bill^  entitled  "An  act  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  purpose  of  discharging  all  the  out- 
standing claims  for  the  construction  and  repair  of 
the  Capitol  and  President's  house  ;,  for  the  cotn- 
pensation  of  the  late  Surveyor  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings ^  and  for  furnilure  for  the  different  apartments 
of  the  Capitol,  and  other  puvpo^es,"  aou  agree  to 
the  other  amendment  with  an  amendment. 

The  Senate  pi'oceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  making  appropriations  respect- 
ing the  Capitol,  mentioned  as  disagreed  to  by  th^ 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  last  message: 
Whereupon) 

Resolved,  That  they  recede  from  their  first 
amendment,  and  agcee  to  the  amendment  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  other  amend- 
ment to  the  said  bill. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
poneerning  invalid  pensioners,"  having  bc^t*  '^ 
ported  by  the  committee  correctly  eogrossedi  the 
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bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  aod  passed 
witbameDdments. 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
OQ  the  part  of  the  Senate  .on  tbe  subject,  reported 
t  lesolutidQ  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent^ 
alires  to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  the 
6th  day  of  July  instant.  The  resolution  was 
read,  and  passed  to-the  second  reading^. 

Mr.  Lbib  also  a^ked.and  obtained  leave  to  re- 
port a  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  further  time 
to  purchasers  of  public  lands  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio  to  complete  their  payments,*'  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Worthington,  Franklht,  and  Brad- 
LST,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  compensate  for 
his  services  the  President,  pro  tempore^  of  Oie 
Senate,  acting  as  such  when  the  office  bf  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vacant," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
coBunittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  New  York,  Bayaro,  and 
SMtTB,  of  Maryland,  w«re  appointed  the  coni- 
miitee. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  tbe 
eommfttee  to  whom  was  referred^  on  the  20th  of 
November  last,  the  memorial  of  the  representa- 
tires  of  the  religious  society  of  Friends,  of  ^the 
yearly  meeting  held  in  Baltimore,  were  discharged ' 
from  the  farther  consideration  thereof. 

Tbe  resolution  submitted  on  the  27th  o^  Jirae 
wa^  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  as  follows : 

Regolved,  That  the  Secretary  df  the  Senate  be 
directed  to  pay  to  Henry  B.  Joy,  Henry  Miller,, 
aod  Tobias  Simpson,  fifty  dollars  each,  as  an  ad^ 
ditional  eompenfsation  for  their  services  during 
tbe  present  session. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  act  eoneem^g  grants  of 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  derived  from 
the  British  Government  of  West  Florida;  not 
sabseqnently  regranted  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, of  Spain,  or  df  the  United  States^"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Hotne  of  Representatives 
isformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *<An  act 'fixing  tbe  time  for  the 
lext  meeting  of  Congress;"  also,  a  joint  resolu- 
tion authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  tbe  House  of  Representative^  to  ad- 
journ their  respective  Houses  on  Monday,  tbe  6th 
day  of  Jn\j  instant. 

The  bill  and  resolution  last  n>entioned  were 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. , 


TBURSOAY^July  2. 
Mr*  WosTBiHOTON,  from-  the  committee  to 
vbom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  giv- 
iof  ftirther  time  to  purchaser*  of  public  lands 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  complete  their 
ptyments,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 


,  The  bill  from  tbe  House-  of  Representatives 
entitled  ^*An  act  fixing  the  time  of  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  joint  resolution  frorp  the  House  Of  Repre- 
sentatives, aiithoriziog  tbe  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

A  message  from  the 'House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  pa^ed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  aQts 
heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  a  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization;*^  a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
supplementary  tb  the  act.  entitled  ^An  act  re- 
specting alien  enemies;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  making  a  further  f  ppropciarion  for  the  defence 
'pf  the  maritime  frontier,  and  for  the  support  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States;^'  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  conourrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  tp  tbe  second  reading. 

]^r.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to.iyhom  was.  referred,  on  the  30ch  of  June,  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  4he  United  States  of 
that  date,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
»ct,  entitled  ^^An  act  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize  certain 
voluiiteer  military  corps;'?  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 


^  Friday,  July  3. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  antborizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  and  organize  certain  vohinteer  militarf 
corps,"  was  read  the- second  time. 

The  bin,  entitled  '^An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  ^Aa  act  respecting  alien  enemies,'' 
was  read  the  secbnd  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
lyiessrs.  Bibb,  Braolet,  and  Batabo,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee.  ^ 

The  bill,  entitled  *^Aa  act  malting  a  further  ap- 
propriation for  the  defence  of  tbe  maritime  fron- 
tier, and  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States^",  was  read  tbe  second  time,  and  in- 
ferred to  a  select  eommittee^o  consider  and  va- 
port  thereon ;  and  Messrs,  FramkliiI,  Li^oto, 
and  .Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  the 
oommittee* 

>  Mr.  BftAnLBT  presented  the  mem.(^rial  nf  tha 
inhabitants' of  the  town  of  Wkteribrd,  in  tbe 
State/oi'  Vermont,  depreeatiag  a  war  with  Eng* 
land,  and  praying  tha  lameval  of  the  commercial 
restrictive  system. 

Thabill,£ntitlsd  ^An  aet  snpplementary  to  tbe 
acts  heretofore  pasQed  on  the  subject  of  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization,''  was  read  the  second 
time. 

A  messve  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
inforilled  the  Senate  that  the'  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  to  prohjbit  American  ves- 
sels from  proceeding  to,  ortradijig  with,  the'cne- 
mies  of  the  United  Stated,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses^;''  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  Military  Establish* 
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ment  and  for  the  Indian  department  for  the  year 
1812  j"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  joint  resolution  which  originated  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  respective 
Houses  on  Monday  the  6th  of  July,  was  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  giving  further  time  to 
purchasers  of  pubiic  lands  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio  to  complete  their  payments ;"  and  Mr.  Var- 
NUM  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair;  and,  after 
debate,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair;  and 
Mr.  Varnum  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  fijst 
Monday  in  November  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  which  originated  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  '-An  act  fixing  the  lime 
for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,"  was  resumed. 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

A  message  Irom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize  cer- 
tain voluuieer  military  corps ;"  also,  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Lyon ;"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading^. 

The  joint  resolution  which  originated  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  respective 
Houses  OQ  the  6ih  day  of  July,  instant,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  compensate  for  his  services  the  President  pro 
tempore  of  the  Senate,  acting  as  such  when  the 
office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
ehali  be  vacant,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  accept  and  organize  certain  volun- 
teer military  corps,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  committee' 
appointed  the  30th  of  Jmie,  on  the  Message  of 
the  Presijdent  of  the  United  States  of  that  date, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Franklin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bitt,  entitled ''An  act  making  a 
further  appropriation*  for  the  defence  of  the  mar- 
itime frontier,  and  for  the  support  of  the  Nary 


of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  the  bill  was  resumed  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  Mr.  Gaillard  was  requested 
to  take  the  Chair;  and,  no  amendment  hariDg 
been  proposed,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair; 
and  Mr.  Gaillard  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.- Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time  hj 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Saturday,  July  4. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  Ameri- 
can vessels  from  proceeding  to.  or  trading  with. 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and, report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Franklin,  aiui 
Varnd.m,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That,  at  the  commencement  of  cvwy  w* 
sion,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  President,  or  when 
the  office  of  Vice  President  shall  be  vacant,  bjr  deith, 
resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  SSenate  shall  elect  iPrei- 
idcnt  pro  tempore. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  Lyon,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,"  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act.  entitled 'An  actlUlho^ 
izing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ac- 
cept and  organize  certain  volunteer  miliiarr 
corps,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment;  which 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  Mr.  Anderson  was  requested  to  take  die 
Chair;  and  the  President  having  resumed  the 
Chair,  Mr.  Anderson  reported  the  oil)  amended, 
and  it  was  agreed  to  in  the  Senate  ;  and  the  bill 
was  amended  accordingly,  and  ordered  to  die 
third  reading  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  die 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  compensate 
for  hfs  services  the  President  pro  tefM)ore  of  the 
Senate,  acting  as  such  when  the  oflaoe  of  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vacint / 
and  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair; 
and  the  President  having  resumed  the  Chair,  Mr. 
Varnum  reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment* 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
maiive. 

The  amendment  to  the  hill  last  mentioned,  bar- 
ing  been  reported  by  4he  committee  coi'rcclly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amend- 
ed by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represcntatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Houae  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary 
oftbe  Treasury  to  suspend  the  paymentof  oertaw 
bills  drawn  by  John  Armstrong,  late  Minister  ot 
the  United  States  at  the  Cotwt  of  Fraooe,  «po« 
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tke  Treasury  of  the  United  States ;'!  a  bill,  enti<» 
tied  "  Ad  act  supplementary  to  the  ^  Act  author- 
izing a  loan  for  a  snm  not  eicceediuff  eleven  mil- 
lions of  dollars;"  and  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  old  six  per  cent, 
aaddeferr^  stocks,  and  providing  for  an  exchange 
of  the  same;"  in- which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate.  Thev  have  passed  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  respecting 
the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

T^e  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  and  coneurredthereinl 

The  tliree  bills  last  brought  op  for  concurrence 
were  severallv  read  by  Aioanimous  consent ;  and 
it  was  wreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  subscription 
for  the  old  six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks,  andi 
pra? iding  for  an  exchange  of  the  same,"  be  refer- 
re<^  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  ;  ami  Messrs.  Taylor.  Campbbll  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  Smith  of  Maryland;  were  appainted 
the  coounittee. 

On  BQOtion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 

RemUved^  That  the  Pre$id«nt  of  the  United 
States  be .  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a 
copy  of  such  discussipns  and  correspondence  rela- 
tive to  Bcitisb  impressments  of  seamen  from  Ame- 
rican vessels,  as  may  not  have  been  heretofore 
cooamunicated. 

On  motion,  the  bill^  entitled  '^  An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  sub- 
jeet  of  an  uniform  jrule  of  naturalization,"  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bUL  entitled  ^  ^n  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
CBtitled  'An  act- respecting  alien  enemies,"  to 
conaider  and  report  thereon* 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
eatttied  "An  act  "fixing  the  time  fi^r^the  next 
meeting  of  Congress,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  suppleinenUiry  to 
the  ^  Act^ving  further  ti^e  to  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  complete 
their  payments,''  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  0IBB,  from  the  committee  to  ^hom  was 
referred  the  biH.  entitled  '^Au  act  supplementary 
to  tiie  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  respecting  alien  ene- 
mies^" repotted  it  with  an  amendment^which  was 
coMsidetea  as  in  Comimttee  pf  the  Whole,  and 
Bir.  ANnnMOif  was  reqoeste4  to  take  the  Cbair«; 
and  the  report  having  been  agreed. to,  the  Presi- 
de&i  reaumed  fbe-'  Chair,  and  Mr.  Andbbsom  re- 
ported the  bill  with  an  ameudment ;  and  it  was 
agreed  that  the  hiU  be  atnended  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Siudl  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
timn  as  amended  %ix  waa  determined  in  the  affir* 
mative. 

Tb^  amendment  to  tbe  bill  last  mentioned  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  t|ie  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amend- 
ed by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed  with  aa 
nmaadm^it. 

Mi.  Bibb,  from  the  same  comm^tee,  repotted 


the' bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the 
acts  heretofo/e  passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization,"  without  amendment ; 
and  the  bill  was  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  tlie 
Whole,  aud  Mr.  Leib  was  requested  to  take  the 
Chsir;  and,  noamendment  having  been  proposed, 
the  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Leib 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  the  third  reading.  ^ 

On  Aiotioh.  the  bill  was,  by  unanimous  consent, 
r^sd  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  additional 
appropriations  for  the  Military  £stabnshment  and 
for  the  Indian  department,  for  the  year  1812," 
was  read  the  second  tithe,  and  resumed  as  in  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole;  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary« 
land,  was  reqaested  to  take  t^e  Chair ;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  President 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  SmTd,  of  Maryland, 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by 
unanimous  oou^nt,  and  passed.  '' 

.  The  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  suspend  the  pavment  of 
certain  bills  drawn  by  John  Armstrong,  late  Min- 
ister.of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  France, 
upon  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  second  time  by  uuanimous  consent. 

The  bill,  eqtitled  "  An  act  suppletnentary  to 
the  act  authorizing  fi  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing eleven  millions  of  dollars,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  uuai^imoQs  consent. 


Sunday,  July  5. 

A  message  from  ihe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  safe-keeping  and 
accothmodation  of  .prisoners  of  war ;"  and  a  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  making  further  provision  for  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ^"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  twice  read 
by  unanimous  consent. 

The  am^dment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^Aa  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  author- 
izin^  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ac- 
cept and  organize  certain  vokioteer  military 
corps,"  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended.  >' 

On  the  que^ion,.Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended  ? 
it  was  determine  in  the  affirmative— yeas  14, 
nays  6^  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Gondit, 
Qrawibrd,  Franklin,  GaiUard,  Giles,  Howell,  Robin- 
son, Sauth  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Varaum. 

NAts^Messrs.  Bayard,  GHman,  Goodrich,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  this  bill  pass  with  an 
amendment. 

On  niotion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of-Maryland^  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  further  provision 
for  the  ArEay  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
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ment  and  for  the  Indian  department  for  the  year 
1812;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  joint  resolution  which  originated  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  respective 
Houses  on  Monday  the  6ih  of  July,  was  resunaed, 
as  in  Comraitiee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  giving  further  time  to 
purchasers  of  public  lands  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio  to  complete  their  payments ;"  and  Mr.  Var- 
NUM  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair;  and,  after 
debate,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair;  and 
Mr.  Varnum  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  November  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  which  originated  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  '-An  act  fixing  the  lime 
for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,"  was  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize  cer- 
tain volunteer  military  corps ;"  also,  a  bill,  enti- 
tled *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Lyon;"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read;  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  joint  resolution  which  Originated  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  respective 
Houses  on  the  0th  day  of  July,  instant,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  compensate  for  his  services  the  President  j)ro 
tempore  of  the  Senate,  acting  as  such  when  the 
office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
«hali  be  vacant,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  from,  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  accept  and  organize  certain  volun- 
teer military  corps,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  committee' 
appointed  the  30th  of  Jftne,  on  the  Message  of 
the  Presijdent  of  the  United  States  of  that  date, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Franklin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  biU,  entitled  ^*An  act  making  A 
farther  appropriatioir  for  the  defence  of  the  mar- 
itime frontier,  and  for  the  support  of  the  Nary 


of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  the  bill  was  resumed  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  Mr.  Gaillard  was  requested 
to  take  the  Chair ;  and,  no  amendment  bariog 
been  proposed,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair; 
and  Mr.  Gaillard  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.*  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Saturday,  July  4. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  Ameri- 
can vessels  from  proceeding  to.  or  trading  with, 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and.  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Franklin,  and 
Varncm,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That,  at  the  commencement  of  eveiy  lei- 
sion,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  President,  or  when 
the  office  of  Vice  President  shall  be  vacant,  by  deith, 
resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  Senate  shall  elect  a  Pw- 
idani  pro  tempore. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  Lyon,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,"  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  coromillee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act.  entitled* An  actaulhor- 
izingthe  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  ac- 
cept and  organize  certain  volunteer  milil^ff 
corps,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment;  which 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  Mr.  Anderson  was  requested  to  take  the 
Chair;  and  the  President  having  resumed  we 
Chair,  Mr.  Anderson  reported  the  Dill  amended, 
and  it  was  agreed  to  in  the  Senate  ;  and  the  bill 
was  amended  accordingly,  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  compensate 
for  hts  services  the  President  jjro  tempore  of  the 
Senate,  aclini  as  such  when  the  omoe  of  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vacant » 
and  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair; 
and  the  President  having  resuinedthe  Chair, Blr. 
Varnum  reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  afltr- 
mative.  ' 

The  araendmeirt  to  the  hill  last  mentioned,  htf- 
ing  been  reported  by  4he  committee  eotrecuj  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amend- 
ed by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represcntatif^ 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Houte  hare  ^^ 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  suspend  the  payment  of  certain 
bills  drawn  by  John  Armstcong, late  Mini«teroi 
the  United  Sutet  at  the  Cottrt  of  Fnmoe,  «po> 
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tke  Treasur  J  of  the  United  States ;'!  a  bill,  enti-» 
tied  "  Ad  act  supplemeQtary  to  the  ^  Act  author- 
iziog  a  loan  for  a  sam  not  eicceedipff  elevea  mil- 
lioiis  of  dollars;"  apd  a  bill,  eatitTed  '*  Aa  act 
authoriziog  a  subseriptioD  for  the  old  six  per  ceot. 
aad deferred  stocks,  aod  providing  for  an  exchange 
of  the  same;"  in.  which  bills  they  request  the 
coneorrence  of  the  Senate.  Thev  have  passed  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  re9pecting 
the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  with 
an  amendment,  In  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
raeat  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  and  coneurredahereinl 

The  three  bills  last  brought  op  for  concurrence 
were  severally  read  by  ^loanimous  consent ;  and 
it  was  Iff reea,  by '  unanimous  consent,  that  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  aet  authoriziog  a  subscription 
for  the  old  six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks,  and 
providiBg  for  an  exchange  of  the  same,"  be  refer* 
re^  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Taylor.  Campbbll  of  Ten- 
neasee,  nnd  Smixb  of  Marylagdj  were  appointed 
the  couunittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 

JSemUved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Statea  be .  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a 
copy  of  such  diacussipns  and  correspondence  rela- 
tive to  British  imprestmeats  of  seamen  from  Ame^ 
rican  resiels,  as  may  not  have  been  heretofore 
coeamunicated. 

On  motion,  the  billy  entitled  "  An  act  supple- 
meaury  to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  sub- 
jeai  of  an  uniform  ^ule  of  naturalization,"  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  t9  whom  was  referred  the 
bilL  entitled  ^  fin  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  ^An  act- respecting  alien  enemies,"  to 
eooMder  and  report  thereon* 

The  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives, 
eatitled  "An  aet  fixing  the  time  ff^rithe  next 
aeetiag  of  Congreas,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  aet  supnleihentary  to 
the  '  Act^vtng  further  ti^e  to  purehasers  of  pub- 
lic lands  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  complete 
their  payments,^  was  read  a  third  time  aod  passed. 

Mr.  0IBB,  from  the  committee  to  ^hom  was 
referred  the  biH.  entitled  "  Ati  act  supplementary 
to  ihe  act,  entitled  '  An  aet  respeetiog  alien  ene- 
mies^'' repotted  it  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
coBsideted  at  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
Mm,  ANaBaaoN  was  reqaested  to  take  the  Chair.; 
aad  the  report  having  been  agreed .  to,  the  Presi- 
dent reaamcd  the-'  Chair,  and  Mr.  Andbbson  re- 
ported the  bill  with  aa  amendment ;  and  it  waa 
agreed  that  the  bill  be  amended  accordingly. 

O^  the  qnettioa,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  »  third 
tima  as  amended  1:it  waa  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  anwadiBent  to  the  bill  last  mentioned  hav- 
iag  been  reported  bf  t|ie  committee  correctly  en- 
groeaed,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amend- 
ed by  unanimous  eonaent,  and  passed  wi^h  aft 
anaaadment. 

Ml  Bibb,  from  the  aame  comm^tee,  reported 


the' bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the 
acts  heretofofe  passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization,"  without  amendment ; 
and  the  bill  was  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  tlie 
Whole,  and  Mr.  Leib  was  requested  to  take  the 
Chair;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  proposed, 
the  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Leib 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  the  third  reading.  v 

On  itootioA.  the  bill  was,  by  unanimous  consent, 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  makiq^  additional 
appropriations  for  the  Military  Establishment  and 
for  the  Indian  department,  for  the  year  1812," 
was  read  the  second  tiihe,  and  resumeo  as  in  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole;  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, was  requested  to  take  tl^e  Chair ;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  President 
resumed  the  Chair^  and  Mr.  SmTd, of  Maryland, 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by 
unanimous  oon^nt,  and  passed.  ^ 

r  The  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  suspend  thepavment  of 
certain  bills  drawn  by  John  Armstrong,  late  Min- 
isterof  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Franee, 
upon  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  bill,  eptitled  "  An  act  suppletnentary  to 
the  act  authorizing  |i  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing eleven  millions  of  dollars,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unaqimons  consent. 


Sunday,  July  5. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  safe-keeping  and 
aceotnmodatien  of  .prisoners  of  war;"  and  a  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  making  further  provision  for  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the '  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  twice  read 
by  unanimous  consent. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^Aa  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  author- 
izing the  Pr»»ident  of  the  United  States  to  ac- 
cept and  organize  certain  vokiiiteer  military 
corps,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com^nittee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

On  the  qiie^ion,. Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended  ? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  14, 
nays  6^  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brenl,  Condit, 
Qrawibrd,  Franklin,  GaiUaid,  (Hies,  Howell,  Robin- 
son, daiith  of  Ne^  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Vamum. 

NAts— Messrs.  Bayard,  GiUnan,  Goodrich,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  this  bill  pass  with  an 
amendnient. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of -Maryland^  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision 
for  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
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purposes,"  wa«  referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  Andgrsoi),  ami  Taylor,  were  ap- 
porat«d  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  tl>e  committee 
last  mentioned;  reported  the  bill  without  amead- 
me'nt:  *      \ 

The  motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  on  tile  mode  of  eleciipg  the  President 
pro  tefiipore  of  the  Senate,  was  resumed;  and, 
on  morion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  further  consider- 
ation tbeheo^was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday 
in  November  next, 

Mr*  Taylor^  from  the  oommitfee  to  whom  was 
referred  the'  hill,  entilled  ''An  act  authorizing  a 
subscription  for  Che  old  six  percent,  and  deferred 
stocks,  and  prOvidhig  for  an  exchange  for  the 
same,"  reported  it  without  amendftient. . 

Mf.' Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitle^  ''Aq  act  |o  t»rohihit 
American  vessels  ixom  proceeding  to,  or  tradtog 
with,  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  reported  it  with  amendments, 
which  were  considered  as  iq  Committee  of  the 
Wholf  3  and  Mr.  Akderson  was  re4)uested  to 
take  the  Chair,  and  the  aotendmeots  were  in  part 
agreed  to;  and  (he  President  having  ri^sumet^the 
Chair,  on  motion  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  July  6.r 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goiod^icH)  the  Committee 
to  whom  were  referred  4he  memorial  of  How- 
ard, Filish,  and  Lloyd,  of  New  York,  and  of 
Boardman  and  Pope,  of  Boston,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyp,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jona^an 
Qrour,  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid* 
eration  thereof,  and  it  was  referred  -t^the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Department  of-  War,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon.  ' 
.  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  biH,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit 
American  vessels  from  proceeding  (o,  or  trading 
with,  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  and  Mr.  Anderson  was  re- 
quested to-  take  the  Chair. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  to  strikeout^  from 
section  three,  iines  one  and  two^  the  Words  **  and 
the  armed  forces  of  the  siime ;"  tt  was  determined 
in  4he  atfinaatiTe — yeas  17,  nays  1^  as  follows: 

XxAS-^Messn.  Anderson,  Cbndit,  Crawford,  Outts, 
Franklin,  Oaillard,.  Oilman^  Goodrich,  I^ors^,  How- 
ell, Leib,'  I4oyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
Ntew.  York,  Tait,  and  Taylor. 

Nat— Mr.  Vamnm. 

And  the  biU  having  been  Airther  amended,  the 
President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.- An  deb-' 
SON  reported  the  luH  with  amendments,  which 
were  considered  in  Senate,  and  agreed' to. 

The  amendmenu  to  the  bill  last  menttoned 
having  been  Reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  thin!  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,' as  in  Oomi;Dtttee  of  the 


Whole,  the,  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  eupplementary 
to  the  *  Act  authorrzing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding eleven  •million»  of  dollars;"  and  Mr. 
Varrum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ;  and 
no  amendment  haying  been  proposed,  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Varicum  re- 
ported the  bill  without  amendment ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  SMrrH,  of  Maryland,  the  bill  was 
amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deternuned  in  the  affic- 
'mative'. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  last  mentioned 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correeUjf 
engi^ossed,  the.  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  wnaDi- 
mous  consent  >  and  Was.further  amended  by  con- 
sent, and  passed  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr..VAM«OM,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  oa  the  15th  Jutie,.  the  memo- 
rral  of  Charles  W.  Goidsboroogh  and  others,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  tkereof, 
and  it  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember next. 

The, bill,  entitled  "An  act  amhorizinc  tsnb- 
scripdon  for  the  old  six  per  cent.,  and  deferrcfd 
stoccs,  and  providing  for  an-  exchange  of  the 
same,"  was  resumed^  as  in  Comitoittee  of  the 
Whole;  and  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed; it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  eonseat,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  %be 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act.  making  further 

{provision  for  the  Army  of  thd  United  States, and 
or  other  purposes,"  and  Mr.  Franklin  was  re- 
quested to  take  the  Ch^ir;  and,  on  motion,  bjr 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  bill  was  amended. 

The  I^kBsiDfiNT  resun^ed  the  Chair,  and  Mr* 
Franklin  reported  the  bill  with  an  ameodiaent. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment 
maje  in  C9mmittee  of  the  Whole,  to  wit :  *^  to 
strike  oa(^the^rst  section,''  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  11,  as  follows:  \ 

Ykas — hLeun,  Crawford,  Gilem  Gilman,  (Joodridx, 
Horsey,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Tait, 
and  Tsylor. 

NatA— Messrs.  Ands^son,  Bibb  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit»  Cutts,  Franiklin,  GaiUard,  How- 
eU,  Smith  of  New  York,  and  Varnum. 

And  no  further  amendment  having  been  pro* 
posed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  tl^ird  readings 

The  hill  wafir  then  read  a  third  time  by  unnni- 
mous  consent,  and  passed— -yeas  12,  nays  10,  aa 
follows: 

fsAS-^Messrs.  Andersen,  Bibb,  Brent,  OampbeB  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Gutts,  Franklin,  Howell,  Robin. 
son.  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait  and  Vamnai. 

Nats— Messrs.  Crawisrd,  Gites,  Gilnaih  Goodrich, 
Horsey,  Lsib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Ma^iand,  amd 
Taylor. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,/entitled  *^An  Act  aotfaori2iag  xhe 
Secretary  of  the  treasury  -to  suspend  the  pny- 
ment  of  certain  bills  drawn  by  John  Armstrong, 
late  Minister  of  the  ynited  States  at  theConrt 
of  Frtfnce,  npou  the  Tfaasory  of  the  Uniied 
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States;"  and   Mr.  ANDERdon  was  re^u^sted  to 
take  the  Chair ;  and  no  amend meot  having  been 

Proposed,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and 
[r.  Andersoit  reported  the  bill  ;Mrithout  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  readings 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
moas  consent,  and  passed. 

00  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution  anthor- 
izmg  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  Cause 
an  accurate  census  of  the  inhahitants  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory  to  be  taken^ere  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  ilRreof,  and  it  was 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  November  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  committ^  to 
whom  %ras  referred  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act. 
entitled  '^An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
*Aq  acteonceminff  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependenei^,  and  for  other 
purposes,  were  discharj^ed  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  it  wav postponed  to  the  first 
Monday  in  November  next* 

The  TftESro^NT  communicated  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Alexander  Smyth,  transmitting  to  the 
Senate  the  first  copy  of  ,an  edition  of,**  Regula- 
tions for  ,the  field  exercise,  manoeuvre?,  and  con- 
duct, of  the  Infantry  of  the  United  Stales;"  ^d 
the  letter  was  read. 

Six  o^clock  in  the  Evening,  ' 
A  message  frpm  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the.  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resoliiitiob  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mitcee  to  wait  oa  the  Presidept  of  vhe  United . 
States  and  notify  him  of  the  intended  recess,  and 
have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part,  in 
wbf«h  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion from  the  House  of  Representatives  tot  the 
appointment  of  a  Joint' committee  to  wait  ot  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  notify  hidi 
of  the  intended  recess,  and  concurred  therein^ 
and  Messrs. ^RoaiNBON  arid.  AiinBRsoN  were  ap- 
pointed a  eommittee  on  thfe  part  of  the  Senate. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PSBSmNT  OP  THE  UxiTED  StATBS  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  Unit  fid  States .-. 

1  transoiif  to  the  Senate  copies  and  extraets  of  doc- 
QflMBts  ta  the  ardrives  of  the  Department  of  State, 
fiJling  within  the  pdnriew  of  4h^ir  resdutioa  of  the 
fourth  instant,  on  the  snhjefft  of  British  impresunehis 
Ijpora  Amefkan  vessels.  Th^  iaformaliea,  though  iio- 
loBUDoas,  might  have  been  enlarged  with  more  time 
fa€  reaesrch  and  Inreparation.  In-  some  instances  it 
night,  at  the  same  ttmsi  have  been  abridged^  but  for. 
the  d^cnlty  of  sspsraUiig  the  n^atter  extraneous  to 
the  immediate  object  of  the  resolation. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
JvLT  6,  1812. 

The  Message  and  docaments  were  read,  atkd 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  Use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House,  having  fin- 
ished the  business  before  them,  ale  about  to  ad- 
jo«ra< 

l2thC0N.  l8tS£SS.-^ll 


Mr.  Robinson,  from  the  committee,  Reported 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had  no  fur- 
ther communications^  to  make  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress. 

Orderedfi^  Tba(  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  fin- 
ished the  legislative  business  before  them,  are 
about  to  adjourn. 

Agreeably  to  the  joint  resolution,  the  Presi- 
dent then  adjourned  the  Senate,  to  meet  on  the 
first  Monday  in  November  next,  ^ 
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Saturdait,  Jane  20, 1812. 

A  message  from  the  Hou^e  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Harper  and. Mr.  Fisic,two  of  their  mem- 
bers—Mr.  Harpe&,  chairman: 
.  J^r,  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  ''Resolution,  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  issu^  a  proclamation 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  AmericauN  Oon- 
tioentat  Prbyjaces,"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate.  . 
The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 
Resolved  by  ihe  Senate  and  House  of  BepresentO' 
tives  of  the  united  States  of  Atneriea^  if|  Congress 
at^embted,  That  in  case  it  shall  be  deemed  necessary, 
in  order  to  vindicate  the  jast  rights,  or  to  secCire  the 
salbty  of  the  United  States,  to  invade  the  provinces  of. 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,andNew  Bmns- 
widi,  or  either  of  them,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  he.  and  he  hereby  is.  authorised  and  empowered 
to  issue  a  proclamation,  addressed  to.  the  inhabitants  of 
said  provinces,  -a^uring  them,  in  the  name  of  the  peo- 
ple of  these  States,  that  in  case  the  said  provinces,  or 
any  of  .them,  shall  come  into  the  possession  of  this 
Government,  the  inhabitants  of  such  province  or  pro- 
vinces, shall  be  secured  and  protected  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  thieir  lives,  liberty,  prpperty,  and  religion,  in  - 
as  full  and  ample  manner  as  the  same  are  secured  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  by,  their  constitutions ; 
and  that  the  said  proclamation  be  promulgated  and' 
ciicnlated,  in  the  manner  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Piresident,  shall  be  best  calculated  to  give  it  general 
publicity.  '        ^ 

Ordered^  That  the  resolation  pass  to  a  sec6nd 
readhig.  / 

'    MoMOAT,  Jun^  23. 

Theresolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, **  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  . 
States  to  issue  a  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  British  American  Continental  Provinees,'' 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  five  niembers,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Oraeredj  Thut  Messrs.  Andbrson^  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Smith,  of  New  York,  Dana,  and  Var- 
NtJlff,  be  the  committee. 
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Wednesoa^y,  June  24. 
The  following  coofidebtial  M^sage  wasTieceiv- 
ed  from  the  President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senaie  of  the  Unittd  States:  •       , 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  th^  Secretary  of 
Wur,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  19th  inst. 
JAMES  MADISOK. 
Jvn  %9, 1812. 

The  Message  and  report  were  re^d. 

Mr.  Anp^rson,  from  the  cbriimittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  from  the  House,  of 
Representatives,  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  iskue  a  procldmatioQ  to  the  in- 
habitiants  of  the  British  American  Continental 
Prorinees,  reported  it  without  amendment. 


Thcrsdat,  June  25. 

fhe  resolatiop  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
4ives,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  issue  a  proclaroatiou  to  the  inhabitanis 
of  the  British  American  Continental  Priyinces, 
was  r^sqmed  as  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole; 
and  Mr.  OAtLi^ARD  was  requested  to  take  the 
Chair.  And,  after  debate,  the  President  re9UiD< 
ed  the  Chair  and  Mr*  Qaillard  reported,  that  the 
Settate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  do  not 
concur  in  the  resolution ;  and,  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  report  of  tl^e  Cbminittee' of  the 
Whole,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  (]tuestioa  be  taken  by  yeas  and  na^s.    - 

On. motion,  by  Mr.  AndebsoN;  to'riBcomroit  the 
original  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  am^dmeji^t, 
it  was  determiped  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  paased  in  the  affirma- 
tive—yeas 18,  Dfays  13,  aa  follow^ : 

Yeas*— Messrs.  bayard,  Bradley,  Brei^  Cdndit. 
Dana,  FrankUn,  Giles,  OiUnan,  OoodHch,  Gregg,  Ifun- 
ter,  Lambert,  Leil^,  Lloyd,  Pope,  !leed,  Htaiih  of  Mtf- 
lylajid,  and  Smith  df  New  Tork. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessse,  Crawiqrd,  Cntts,  GaiUard,  Bowell,  Robinson,, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamum;  and  Worthington. 

iilo  it  was  Resdped,  That  the  Senate  do  not 
poncuT  ia  the  cesoiutioa  of  the  House  of  Rtpre- 
ssQiaiives,   "  ,       • 


Frcday,  June  26. 

On  motion,  J»y  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary iaBd,t  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  tocons^t  of  two  members, 
to  notify  the  House  of  Representatives  that  tbe 
Senate  do  not  concur  in  the  resolution  authoriz- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  issue  a 
proclaoMition  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  British 
American  Continental  Provinces  ^  and  Mr.  Smith 
of  Maryland,  andMr.YARNUM,  were  appointed  the 
committee, 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
by  Messrs.  I^itchill  and  Hall,  two  of  their 
members : 

Mr.  President:  Th6  House  of  Representatires 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
tire  President  to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of<:oan* 


trv  tying  south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  and 
or  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  for  other  purples,'' 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  tbe 
Senate,  and  thi^t  the  bill  be  considered  confideQ* 
tially. 

The  bill  fast  brought  up  for  eoncarrence  was 
read,  as  follows :  . 

"An  Act  aa^rixing  the  President  to  take  posMssum 

of  a  tract  or  country  lying  south  of  the  Misiasiippi 

Territory  aad  of  the  Bute  of  Georgia,'aBdlir  other 

purposes. 

*'  Beit  enaeied  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rare" 
sentatives  4^  the  United  States  of  Ameneain  Uon- 
grsss  assemhledt  That  the  President  bo  andheisheie- 
6y  futhorisfid  to  oconpy  and  .hold»  the  whole  or  anj 
part  of  Eaat  Florida,  indoding  Amelia  'Island,  and 
a)ap  those  {tarts  of  West  Florida  which  are  not  now  in 
possession'  and  und^  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Slates.    ...  , 

«<  Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  ibr  ths 
purpose  of  occupying,  and  holdiag  tho  eoiintry  tibre< 
said,  and  of  afibrding  protection  to  the  inhabitaatf, 
under  Kho  authority  of  the  United  States,  the  President 
mi^  employ  such  parts  of  the  military  and  naval  force 
of  the  United  Btates  as  he  may  deem  necessaiy.. 

"Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  de- 
fraying the  necessary  expenses,  one  hundred  thoosaod 
dollars  are  hereW  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  anr 
moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated^ 
and  to  be  applied  to, the  purposes  aforesaid,  under  the 
direction  of  &e  President.     ,  . 

"  Sic.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  Thai,  until 
iyrther  provision  shall  be  made  by  Congress,  the  Pres- 
ident f^all  be  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  to  estabHsh 
within  tbe  country'  fie  may  acquire  by  this  act,  a  tem- 
porary government,,  the  dyil  and  military  aathoritiei 
of  which  skail  br  Tested  in  such  persoh  andpsnonss^ 
he  may  appdint,  and  be  excrdaed  in  sach  maaaar  as  be 
nmydlrebt:  PnnmM,  That  he  ahaU  take ^necsie 
for  the  praaerpation  of  social  order^and  for  securinfto 
the  inhabitants  the  aojoyiient  of  ihtk  personal  li^ti, 
th^  religion,  and  their  propeirty :  Aful provided,  futSf 
That  the  section  ot  coui^try  herein  disaigBatedt  that  ii 
situated  to  the  £'aStward  of  the  river  PeiididOt  m^  ^ 
the  subjact  of  further  negotiation." 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  aecoad  mdiag. 

SATURDAir,  June  27. 

Tha  bill  from  the  House  of  Rf  pteaentatire^, 
entitled  ^An  act  authorizing  the  President  to  take 
possession  of  a  tract  of  country  lyiag  south  of 
the  Miaeiasippi  Territory  and  of  tha  Stale  of  Qeor* 
gta,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  aead  the  saeoad 
time,*^  and  refeared  to  «  select  committee,  toooo- 
sist  of  fire  f^einbers,  to  consider  and  report 
thereoo.    .     • 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Tait,  Bradlbt,  Gi lbs, 
Bayaro,  and  Bibb,  be  the  committee^ 


TufiasAT,  Juae  90. 
Mr.  Taft,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  th«  bill  from  the  House  of  Represents' 
tires,  entitled  "An  act  aiuthorizing  tha'President 
to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  couatnr  ^V^% 
south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the  Sute 
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of  Georgia,  iDd  for  other  purposes ;"  reported  the 
bill  without  tmeadmeat. 


Wbdnbsday,  July  1. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
iog  motion  for  consideration  : 

That  the  Secretai^ref  War  be  directed  to'  lay  before 
the  Senate,  in  confidence,  returns  of  the  volunteers 
who  may  have  offered  their  services  under  the  act  for 
nJBDf  fifty  thousand  volunteers,  particularizing  the 
Stalttfai  which  the  volunteers  reside. 

Mr.  Gaillard  wi^s  requested  to  take  the  Chair ; 
aodthebiil  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  'An  act  authorizing  the  President  to  take 
poss(»sion  of  a  tract  of  country  lying  south  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
tod  for  other  purposes,"  was  resumed,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the 
iostraetlons  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
00  the  subject,  communicated  by  the  committee 
to  whom  the  said  bill  was  referred,  were  read  \ 
and  a  motion  for  amendment  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  Crawford  ;  and,  after  debate,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  further  considera- 
tioo  of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  July  2. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  bill,  en- 
titled ''Ad  act  auihorizinsf  the  President  to  taice 
P<mssion  of  a  tract  of  country  lying  south  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  for  other  imrposes,"  was  resumed,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  Mr. 
Gaillaid  was  requested  to  tal^e  the  Chair. 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  Crawford,*  be  was  permit* 
ted  to  amend  his  motion,  made  yesterday,  as  fol- 
lows: 

^'And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  United 
dtatsi,  in  the  proaecntion  of  the  praent  war  aga^st 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
dioaU  obtain  poeseasion  of  the  British  provfncee  in 
North  AoMTica,  or  either  of  them,  that  the  President  of 
ths  United  8taSe«  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  eetebUsh  within  the  same  a  temporary 
B^'v^ninient;  and  the  military,  dvil,  and  judicial  pow- 
ers thereof  sball'be  vested  in  such  person  and  persons, 
^  ^eieieised  in  such  manner  as  he  mar  direct,  for 
dM  protedion  and  maintenance  of  the  inhabitants  of 
»di  province  or  pnmncea,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
^  (nroperty,  liberty,  and  religion :  Prwided,  That 
we  pcmaples  upon  which  such  temporary  government 
ilMn  be  esUblished,  shall  Xonn  no  obstacle  to  the  resto- 
ntion  of  peace  between  the  two  nations.^' 

And,  OB  motion  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  it 
^^  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays 
10,asfoUows: 

Tii»— Messrs.  Anderson,  Kbb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
2«nipbeU  of  Tenneoeee,  Condit,  Crawford,  CutU, 
Pnakhn,  Gaillard,  GUee,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robin- 
■«,  Ttit,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Worthington. 

Nati — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
Honey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
•ndSmithof  New  York. 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  to  amend  the  bill  as 

follows: 


«  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  be  not 
printed  or  published,  unless  directed  by  the  President 
of  the  United' States ;  any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  23,  nays 
7,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley, 
Brent,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford, 
Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Ttirner,  Vamum,  and  Worthington. 

Nits— Messrs.  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Lambert,  and  Lloyd. 

The  Presioeivt  resumed  the.  Chair,  and  Mr. 
Gaillard  reported  the  bill,  amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  a  third 
reading,  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  15.  nays  13,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  CampbeHof 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  GaUlard,  Howel^  Leib, 
Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tnmer,  Vamum,  and  Worth* 
ington. 

'  Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  Franklin,  German, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New  York. 


Friday,  July  3.  , 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  the  President  to  take  possiession  of  a 
traet  of  country  lying  south  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  and  of  the. State  of  Georgia,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  were  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  as  amended. 

On  motion;  by  Mr.  Batard,  (o  ppstpone  the 
further  consideration  thereof  to  the  nrst  Monday 
inNoTember  next ;  it  was  determined  in  theneg- 
atiFe — yeas  14,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Bayatd,.  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New 
York. 

YxAs — Messrs.,  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Howeli,  Leib,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  Yar- 
nam,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend* 
ed  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  negatire — yeas  14, 
nayii  16,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Anderspn,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tenneesee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Rob* 
inson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  Vamnm,  Worthington. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Smith  of  New  York. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  the  Senate  do  not 
concur  in  the  said  bill. 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  con- 
sist of  two  members,  to  notify  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives accordingly. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and 
Mr.  Lbib,  be  the  committee. 
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MoNDAT,  Norember  4, 1811. 

Tliis-  being  the  day^  tppoioted  by  a  procUma- 
UOB  of  the  Presideatof  the  Uoited  States,  of  the 
tventy-fourth  day  of  July  last,  for  the  meeting 
of  Congress,  the  foliowiag  members  of  the  House 
of  Repesenta tires. appeared,  produe<^  their  ore- 
dentials,  and  took  their  seats,  to  wit : 

FVoM  Mfw  JfompsiUre-^Joslsh  Bartlett^  Siinael 
Du—osT,  Obed  Hall,. John  A.  Harper,  and  Geoiga 
anfliiva. 

J'htm  JteMieitiMllt--Esduel  Bacon;  Abnidi  Bige- 
km,  Elqah  Brigham,  William  BIj,  Isaiab  L.  Green, 
Jodtth  Qninoy,  William  Reed^  BhraMer'Searer,  Sam- 
Mi  Taggaitv  Peleg  TaUmaa*  Cfaailas  Tamer»  junior, 
Lsbtn  Wbeaton>  and  Lwrnard  Wh^te.     . 

From  Rhode  J»/bu^Riohard  Jackson,  junior. 

From  Co»tii€c/»ct«^— ^paphroditus  Champion,  John 
Davenport,  junior^  Ljrman  Law,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Tbnotby  Pitkin,  jonior^  Lewis  B.Siuiges,  and  Benja- 
MinTaUmadge. 

From  rermon/'^Martia  Chittenden,  James  Fisk, 
Samuel  Shaw,  and  William  Strong. 

Fftuis  New  Ybrib— Daniel  Avery,  Harmanus  Bleeeker, 
Thomas  B.  Copke,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Arunsh  Metcalf; 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  nB.  Porter^ 
Ebenoer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Silas  Stov^,  Un 
Tiacy,  sad  IHerre  Van  Cortla^dt,  junior. 

From  New  /rra^— Adam  Boyd,  Lewis  Condit, 
Jaeob  HnHy,  James  Morgan,  and  Thomas  Newbold. 

From  Penmyhania — William  Anderson,  David 
Bafd»  Jtobert  Brown,  Wflliam  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
William  Findley,  John  M.  Hynaman,  Joseph  Lefovet, 
Aarsn  l*fjl^*  James  Milnor,.  WiMiam  Piper,  Jonathan 
Boberts,  William  Rodman,  Adam  Seybeit,  John  Smitie, 
Geeige  Smith,  and  Robert  WhitohiU. 

From  Deiawore^Bienrj  M.  Kidgely. 

From  Maryiand-^QUymou  Archer,  Joseph  Kent, 
Peter  Little,  Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  Riqggold,  and 
Robert  Wright. 

From  Virginia — Burwell  Bassett,  lames  Brecken- 
lidge,  William  A.  Burwell,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Daw- 
son, Peterson  Goodwyn,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  P.  Hun« 
nrferd,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  William  McCoy,  Hugh 
Kcbon,  Thomas  Newton,,  James  Pleasants,  juniorj^ 
Joka  Randolph,  John  Roane,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John 
Sailk,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 


From  North  Carolina— Willis  Ahrton,  Williaai 
Blaokledge,  Thdmas  Blount,  William  R*  King,  Na> 
thaniel  Macon,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens^  and 
Richard  Stanford. 

From  South  Carolina — William  Butler,  Langdbn 
Chevds,  Elias  Earle,  William  Lowndes,  Thomas  Moon^ 
and  Dftvri  R.  Williams. 

From  (Zeof^to— WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Howell  Coblw 
Boiling  Hall,  and  George  M.  Trouo. 

From  Kentucky — ^Henry  Clay,  Joseph  Desha,  RSdi* 
ard  M.  Johnson,  Samuel  McKee,  Anthony  New,  and 
Steplken  Ormsby. 

From  Tsnnes9«e--Felix  Grundy,  and  John  Rhea. 

From  Ohio    Jeremiah  Morrow. 

JFWmm  MSstiuippi  territory — George  PolndMrter» 
DeUgmtt. 

Frmn  Indiana  Terriiory>  Jonathan  Jennings,  M^ 
egate.    : 

And  a  qvomm,  coDstsCing  of  a  majority  of  |ht 
whole  number  of  members,  being  present,  the 
House  proceeded,  by  ballot^  to  the  ehoice  of  a 
Speaker ;  «and,  upon  examining  the  ballots,  it  ap- 
peared that  Hfi^iaT  Clay,  one  of  Che  Representa- 
tiTes  for  the  State  of  Kentucky,  was  duly  elected ; 
Whereupon; 

Mr.  Clat  was  conducted  to  the  Speaker's  chair, 
and  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
'^An  act  to  regulate  the  time  and  manner  of  ad* 
mini^ering  certain  oaths,''  was  administered  to 
him  by  Mr,  Findlet,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania ;  after  which,  he  made  his 
acknowledgments  to  the  House,  in  the  following 
words:  .' 

«  GiHTLBKB V :  In  ooming'^to  the  station  which  yov 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  lissign  me — an  honor  lor 
which  you  wiU  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thaidu — ^I  obsj 
rather  your  commands  than  my  own  inclination.  I  am 
sensible  of  the  imperfections  which  I  bring  along  vrith 
me,  and  a  consciousness  of  these  would  deter  me  from 
attempting  a  discbarge  of  the  duties  of  the  Chair,  did 
I  not  rely,  confidently,  upon  your  genemus  support. 

Should  the  rsre  and  delicate  occasion  present  itsel( 
when  your  Speaker  shall  be  called  upon  to  check  or 
control  the  wanderings  or  intemperance  in  debate,  yoor 
Justice  will  I  hope,  ascribe  to  his  inteqMsition  the  mo-> 
tives  only  of  public  good  and  a  regard  to  ths  dignilgr 
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of  the  House.  And  in  all  instances,  be  assured,  gen- 
tlemen, that  I  shall,  with  infinite  pleasure,  afford  every 
facility  in  my  power  to  the  despatch  of  public  business, 
in  the  most  agreeable  manner." 

The  oalh  or  aflBrmation  to  support  the  Consti- 
tutioQ  of  the  United  States  was  iheu  administer- 
ed, by  the  Speaker,  to  ail  the  other  members 
present. 

George  PoiNDEXTER,and  Jonathan  Jennings, 
having  also  appeared,  and  produced  their  creden- 
tials as  the  delegates  from  the  Missisiiippi  and  In- 
diana Territories  of  the  United  States,  the  oalh 
was  administered  to  them  by  the  Speaker. 

The  House  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  choice 
of  a  Clerk,  and,  upon  examining  the  ballots,  it 
appeared  that  Patrick  Magrcder  was  duly 
elected,  and  the  oath,  together  with  the  oath  of 
office,  administered  by  the  Speaker  to  the  Clerk. 

Thomas  Dunn  was  then  re-elected  Segeanl-at- 
Arms,  and  Thomas  Claxton  Doorkeeper,  with- 
out opposition.  Benjamin  Burch  was  also  cho- 
sen Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

The  usual  messages  were  interchanged  with 
the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  their  being  formed 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  and  Mr.  Pitkin  were  appointed 
a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  jointly 
with  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  he  may  be  pleased  lo  make  to 
them. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wail  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  reported  that  the  committee  had  performed 
the  service  assigned  to  them,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent answered,  that  he  would  make  a  communi- 
cation to  Congress  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  November  5. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  Abner  Lacock, 
from  Pennsylvania ;  John  Baker,  from  Virginia ; 
and  Richard  Winn  from  South  Carolina,  ap- 
peared, produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified, 
and  took  their  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  was  directed  to  procure  newpapers  from 
any  number  of  offices  that  the  members  may 
elect,  provided,  that  the  expense  do  not  exceed 
the  amount  of  three  daily  papers. 

A  Message  was  received  irom  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  Secretary, 
who  delivered  the  same  and  withdrew.  [For 
which  see  Senate  proceedings  of  this  date,  ante 
pace  11.] 

The  Message  having  been  read,  and  the  docu- 
tnents  accompanying  it  in  part,  an  adjournment 
was  called  for,  and  carried.    . 

WBDKB0DAT,  NoTember  6. 
Two  other  members^  to  wit:  Mesback  Frank- 
Lin,  from  Nortti  Carolina,  and  John  C.  Calhoun, 
from  South  Carolina,  nroduced  their  credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 


The  reading  of  the  documents  accompanyiie 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  resumed,  and  being  completed,  the 
Message  and  documents  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  five  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 


Thursday,  November  7. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mitcbill,  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  the 
several  standing  committees,  pursuant  to  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House. 

A  division  of  the  question  on  the  motion  was 
called  for  by  Mr.  Burwell,  so  as  to  take  the 
question  separately,  on  the  appointment  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections.  And  the  question  od 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee  of  Elections 
being  taken,  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Findley,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  STnRQB8,Mr. 
Troup,  Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Emott,  and  Mr. 
FisK,  were  then  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawbon,  the  residue  of  the 
motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Burwell  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Taliaferro,  complaining  of  the  undae  elaolict 
and  illegal  return  of  John  P.  Hunoebkh^o,  to 
serve  as  one  of  the  Representatives  for  ihiSlite 
of  Virginia,  and  praying  that  investigaiiooof  the 
said  election  may  take  place,  and  that  sofib'deei- 
sion  may  be  had  thereon  as  in  the  wisdonof  tht 
House  may  appear  proper.— Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections. 


Friday,  November  8, 

Another  member,  to  wit :  John  Sevier,  ffon 
Tennessee,  appeared,  prodnced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat.  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  memoritlw 
the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  presented 
the  twenty-first  of  January  last,  waa  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  pr^ 
sented  the  6th  of  January,  1810,  was  referredMi 
select  committee.  /  . 

Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.LYLB,  and  Mr.  Jaoksoh,  weie 
appointed  the  committee.  . 

A  Message  was  received  froni-4he  Preskkit  d* 
the  United  States,  transmitting  two  letters  tathe 
Department  of  State,  one  from  the  present  Plel^ 
ipotentiary  of  France,  the  other  from  bis  prede- 
cessor, which  were  not  included  among  the  doe- 
nments  accompanying  the  Message  of  tbefi»h 
instant,  the  translation  of  them  being  not  then 
completed.  The  Message  and  docomeots  were 
read,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  ^^^  tboa- 
sand  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  for  thectfcoi 
the  members. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bacon^  that  tae 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resoluuon : 
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Reference  of  the  PreMenVi  Message, 


H.opR. 


JfeiiJberf,  Thit  the  Comiftittee  of  Olaimi  be  in- 
•traetod  to  inquire  iftto/the  expedieiicy  of  repeiJing  or 
MMpeBdiog  thi  opontion  of  the  several. acts  of  Httiita- 
tkMky  so  far  as  ikiij  bow  operate  tovbar  the  payment  of 
tiM  loUkiwing  deacripCioB  of  elainM  against  the  United 
8UtBa,t»wit:  Furst,  loan  office  oertificates.  Second, 
indents  lor  interest  on  the  public  debt  Third>  final 
aettlement  certificates.  Fourth^  oonunissioners*  c«-- 
tificates.  Fifth,  army  .certificates.  Sixth,  credits  given 
in  liea  of  army  certificates  cancelled.  Seventh,  credits 
ibr  the  pay  of  the  Army  for  which  no  certificates  were 
■     Eil"  ■ 


^ghth^  inyaiid  pensions.  Ninth,  lost  er  de- 
f^tioyed  certificates. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oo 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davenport,  jt  waa  r^ 
solved,  that  two  Chaplaifis^of  different  denomin- 
atiODs,  be  appointed  to  Congress  for  the  present 
session,  one  by  ea^h  House,  who  shall  inter- 
change weekly.       I 

Mr.  Recd  preseuted  a  petition  oj*  William 
Deaii,  of  Salena,  merchant,  praying  permission  to 
import  from  Great  Britain  sundry  coods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  the  pooperfy  of  the  petitioner, 
which  had  been  jordered  by  him  previous  to  the 
passage  of  the  noa  importation  a6t  of  the  second 
of  March  la^.^Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Cooinaerce  and  NIanuffictures. 

STANDING  OOMMITTEES. 

The' House  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  Mr.  MrrcarLL,  of  yesterday,  for  the  appoint- 
ment o{  the  several  standin*^  committees  of  the 
House,  and  agreed  thereto ;  whereupon  the  fol- 
lowing committees  Were  appointed.  • 

Commiitee  of  Ways  ana  jWfed/i*— Mr.  Bacon, 
Mr.  Cbeves,  Mr.  ^iue,  .Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Bur- 
WELi^  Mr.  JoHr^floi*,  and  Mr.  Pitkin. 

Committee  of  Cominerce  and  Manufactures^ 
Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Mitchill,  Mr. 
McKiH,  Mr.  Tallmadqe,  Mr.  SfrBERT,  and  Mr. 
Tallman. 

Commiitee  of  Ctaims—Mx,  Bassett,  Mr.  But- 
ler, Mr.  Shaw,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  MostLEy,  Mr. 
Stahpord.  and  Mr.  Archer.  ^ 

Committee  on  the  Publio  Lands— ^x.  Mor- 
row. Mr.  McKee,  Mr.  Gold,  Mr,  BREckBNBiDOE, 
Mr.  Bi^cKLBDOE,  Mr.  Botd,  and  \lr.  Smith,  of 
Pennsylvaoia. 

Cbmmittee  for  the  District  of  Colunibia--r^MT. 
Lewis,  Mr.  Ringgold,  Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  Pearson, 
Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Stow,  and  Mr.  Ormsby,  '  . 

Committee  on  th4  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads-^ 
Mr.  Rhba,  Mr.  Porter,  Mr.  Ltle,  Mr.  Dins- 
moor,  Mr.  Tagoart,  Mr.  Potter,  Mr.  Law,  Mr. 
Chittenden,  Mr.  Hdfty,  Mr.  ^idgely,  Mr: 
Kent,  Mr.  Sheppey,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Earlb,  Mr. 
Halu  of  Georgia,  Mr.  Desha,  and  Mr,  Morrow, 

Comniittee  qf  Remsal  and  Unfinished  Bust- 
neu — Mr.  Seybert,  Mr.  Jackson,  and  Mr.  Ely. 

Committee  of  Accoiints-^fAr,  Turner,  Mr.. 
Blount,  and  Mr.  Little. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  bfing  in  a  bill  for  the  apportionment 
of  Representatives  among  the.several  States,  ac« 
cording  to  the  third  enumeration. 

Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Williams,  ^Mr.  Grundy 


Mr.  Hall,  of  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Quingy,  Mr. 
Potter,  Mr.  Mosblby,  Mr.  Strang,  Mr.  Por- 
ter, Mr.  CoNDiT,  Mr.  Milnor,  Mr.  Wright, 
Mr.  RiftGBLEY,  Mr.  Alston.  Mr,  Bibb,  Mr.  Mor- 
row, and  Mr.  McKbe,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 


Monday,  November  11^ 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  Wiluam 
Widgery,  fi'om  Massachusetts ;  Gborgb  C.  Max- 
well, from  New  Jersey  ;  and  Philip  B.  Key,  and 
Philip  Stuart,  from  Maryland ;  appeared,  pro- 
duced their  credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seats.  . 

Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  petition  of  sundrf 
merchants  of  Philadelphia,  praying  permission  to 
import,  from  Greal  Britain,  sundry  hardwares,  the 
property  df  the  petitioners  which  were  ordered 
pteviods  to  the  passage  of  the  nonimpprtation  act 
of  the  second  of  March  last. 

Mr.  Mitchill  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
merchants  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the  same 
effect  with  the  petition  last  stated. 

Mr,  Pitkin  presented  a  petition  of  Dwight 
Woobey  and  Company,  and  William  W.  Wool- 
sey  and  Company,  merchants,  df  New  Haved,  in 
Cobnecticnt,  to  the  same  effect  with  the  foregoing, 

Mr.  Q^uiNCY  presented  a  petition  of  Samuel  K. 
Miller  and  Company,  merchants,  of  Boston,  also 
to  tbe  same  effect  with  the  foregoih^. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  sev'erally 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures.      ,  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads  wer^  instructed  to  repoh 
a  bill  authorizing  the  members  of  tne  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  to  frank  the  President's 
Messa£;eand  kccomp^aying  documents,  transmit- 
ted to  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  session,  notwitlistapding.the  same  may 
weigh  more  than  two  punces. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  t^e  resolutioa 
submitted  by  Mr.  Bacon,  on  the  eighth  instant ;  and 
it  was  Concurred  in  byihe  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Widgery,  a  committee  was 
appbioted  to  ponsicler  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  term  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  Srates 
for  the  District  of  Majoe,  from  the  first  to  the 
second  Tuesday  in  September;  with  leave  tore- 
port  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  WiDCEitY,  .Mr.  HARt>ER,  and  Mr.  Stur- 
GEs,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Po^t  Rda(Js,  presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
transportation  of  certain  documents,  free  of  post- 
age ;  which  was  read  twice,  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day ; 
which  was  subsequently  done,  and  the  bill  passed* 

Tu^eTday,  November  13. 

RCFfiRENCB  OP  THE  MESSAGE. 

Mr.  SMit.iE,  after  some  appropriate  prefatory 

observations,  moved  tiiat  the  House  resolve  itself 

into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
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Union,  in  order  to  take  inlo  cooaidertlion  the 
Message  of  the  Presidentjof  the  United  States,  at 
the  opening  of  the  session. 

The  isdotion  being  agreed  to,  the  Housftaccord- 
iogly  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  whei^ 

Mr.  Smilie  submited  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Committeethe  following  resolutions,  viz : 

1.  Be$ohedf  That  so  mueh  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  subject  of  oar  foreign  relati6iis, 
be^ferred  to  a  select  eoiAmitte6k       - 

2.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  measures  of  public 
defence  demanded  by  the  present  .crisis,  be  referred  to 
a  select  ooramittee.  ^^      ,  ' 

8.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  revenue  and  the 
prbvieions  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  eosuingyear, 
be  referred  to  the  Committed  of  Ways  and  Means. 

4.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  evaiions  and  in- 
fi'actions  o(  our  commercial  laws,  be  r^ned  to  4he 
Committee  of  Coibmerce  and  Manufactures. 

5.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  foreign  trading  licenses^ 
and  to  the  protection  of  manufectures  and  navigatioui 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  .a^d  Man- 
ufactures. 

6.  That  so  mudi  as  relates  to  the  Spanish  American 
Colonies,  be  referred  to  a  select'committee. 

The  resolotions  being  read,  th^y  were  taken  up 
separately,  and  asreed  to,  without  opposkion,  e:t- 
cept  that  when  the  second  was  under  consideAr 
tion,  Mr.  Dxwsoif  expressed  an  opinion  that  the 
subjects,  embraied  in  that  resolution,  would  be 
better  in  the  bands  6f  two  or  three  committees; 
bujt  Mr.  Smilie  assigning  as  a  reason  for  commit- 
ting the  entire  subject  of  defence  to  one  commit- 
tee, that  they  would  have  it  in  iheir  power  to 
take  a  view  of  the  whole  ground,  and  act  accprd-^ 
ingly,  it  was  agreed  to.  , 

All  the  resolutions  being  adopted-^ 

^r.  Smilie  moved  that  the  conjimtttee  rise  and 
report  the  resolutions  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  was  ofiposed  to  this  motion,  Jt 
would  be  readily  conceived,  he  said,  that  it  i^  no 
easy  matter  for  one  who  has  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  resolutions  which  form  the  basis  of 


plpce,  to  express  its  opinion  on  <he  Meaaafe.  He 
bad  been  waiting  until  the  docoipenu  were  printed 
for  an  opportunity  of  this  kind.  He  hoped  the 
committee  would  4>ot  rise  and  report  the  reaola- 


tioqs,  because  if  yon  da,  the  President's  MMsace 
-  •     "  *  •      •"  not  be 


the  proposed  reports  to  take  in,  as  they  are  readby^. 
the  Clerk,  the  Whole  of  their  scope  and  bearing. 
He  believed  it  had  been  the  commod  practice  to 
refer  the  Speech  df  the.President  at  the*  opei^ing 
of  the  session  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  In  the  committee,  the 
course  had  been  much  the  same  a$  that  pursued  to 
day.  The  different  subjects  on  which  4t  treated 
had  been  referred  either  to  standing  or  select  com- 
mittees. But  it  wHl  be  remembered,  iliat  we  ure 
assembled  under  circumstances  of  a  peculiar  na- 
ture. The  Chief  Magistrate  himself  has  given 
information  to  this  House  to  that  effect.  He 
hoped  that  the  Message  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
would  not  be  dissected,  taken  out  of  the  House, 
and  put  into  the  hands  of  committees,  so  as  to  be 
placed  out  of  the  power  of  any  member  of  this 
House  to  express  bis  sentiments  on  that  instru- 
ment. This  expression  of  opinion,  said  Mr.  IV., 
is  due  to  the  situation  in  which  we  atfuid.  The 
nation  expects  it  from'us.  He  trusted,  therefore, 
that  the  subject  would  not  be  foreclosed  in  the 
way  proposed.    The  House  ought j  in  the  first 


will  be  taken,  out  of  the  House,  and  it  will  i 
competent  fcir  any  gentleman  to  take  up  any  part 
of  it,  so  that  no  opinibn  of  the  House  can  be  taken 
tnereon.  He  would  move  tiikt  the  committee 
rise  and'  report  progress.'  By  to-morrow^  an  op- 
portunity would  be  afibrded  of  compiiriog  the 
resolutions  of  the  gentlenun  from  Pennsylvania 
with  the  Message,  and  of  ascertaining  whether 
they  are  such  as  they  ought  to  be  ;  and  the  sub- 
ject being  still  before  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
every  member  would  have  liberty  of  expressing 
his  opinion  fnlly  upon  it. 

Mr.  Smtlib  said,  the  course  which  be  had  taken 
wa^  that  which  had  been  invariably  pursued  here- 
tofore. Whether  it  was  best,  or  not,  he  could  not 
tell.  He  did  not  wish  for  any  delav.  He  thought 
it  was  high  time  ^e  Message  of  the  President 
-  was  acted  upon.  When  the  several  committees 
made  their  reporu,  the  ^gentleman  from  Virginia 
will  hare  an  opportunity  of  making  such  atrte- 
tnres  upob  the  Message  as  he  may  judge  proper ; 
or,  ^s  the  subject  is  now  before  the  Committee, 
if  the  gentleman  chooses,  he  may  now  make  them. 
He  hoped  the  business  weald  not  be  postponed, 
but  that  the  question  on  iUe  Copimittee^  rising 
aqd  reporting  the  resolutions,  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  Randolph  was  pot  readv  fpr  the  question. 
The  memory  of  the  worthy  gentlemaofrom  Penn- 
sylvania, sajd  he,  is  not  very  ^ood.    It  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at.    Age  brings  with  it  experience  and 
many  valuable  qualities,  but  it  does  not  improve   i 
the  meVnory.    He  himself  felt  the  effects  of  it, 
and  much  more  nnty  the  gentletaao  from  Penn- 
sylvania feel  them.'  Mr,,R.  did  not  believe  that 
the  course  now  proposed  to  be  tak^  with  the 
Message,  is  the  same  which  has  been  always  pur- 
sued.   He  recollected  that  when  he  had  nrst  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  that  Hou^e,  the  Message  of  the 
President  was  brought  in  a  mass  before  the  Honse, 
tp  be  fully  and  fairly  debated.    The  gentleman 
must  pardon  hin^  for  contradicting  him  in  a  mat- 
ter of  fact."  But.  said  Mr.  R.,  f  would  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  by  what  magic  or 
other  power,  he  has  been  able  to  dive  into  my 
bosom  to  know  that  I  mean  to  make  strictures 
on  the  Message  of  the  Pr(^ident  1    The  gentle- 
man goes  on  to  state^  that  if  I  have  anv  sach 
obitervations  to  make,  this  is  the  accepted  hour. 
Why  this,  any  more  tnan  any  other  hour  in  this 
week?    Why  do  gentlemen,  just  when  they  have 
got  into  a  Coounittee  on  the  Message,  show  soch 
an  aguish  trepidation  to  get  out  of  it?    Is  the 
Message  of  so  little  iinportance  that  they  will  not 
give  it  attention  ?    They  will  oQt  say  so.    The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says  that  when 
these  committees  report,  every  gentleman  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  his  opinion  on 
the  several  parts  into  which  it  is  dissected.     But 
the  gentleman  must  know,  that  even  in  physics, 
much  less  in  politics,  all  the  parts  are  not  always 
equal  to  the  whole ;  that  however  true  it  may  be 
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ia  nuLtbeinaties  that  all  the  parts  are  eqaal  to  the 
wboie,  it  is  not  so  in  politics.  Sujppose,  said  Mr. 
R.,  one  of  the^e  committees  reports,  and  the  report 
eomes  under  eonsideration — members  would  be 
excluded  from  tooching  apoQ  the  other  parts  of 
the  Messag^e.  If  this  course  be  parsaed,  1  give 
yoa  warning  that,  if  some  gentleman  of  this 
HoQse,  who  has  not  signed  the  thirty-nine  arti- 
cles, shiin  rise  to  make  his  observations,  add  shall 
notice  any  part  of  the  Message  not  before  the 
House,  be  will  be  called  to  order,  and  informed. 
that  that  part  of  the  Message  is  yet  sleeping  with 
a  select  committee.  But  the  gentleman  says,  why 
Hot  now  go  Into  the  discussion? — when  it  is 
known  the  documents  are  with  fhe  printers,  and 
not  within  tbs  reach  of  theCominittee.  The  tru^ 
course,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  the  one  which  I  have  sug- 
ge8ted-*-it  iaa  course  which  will  be  acceptable  to 
the  nabon.  Whv,  said  be,  send  oat  such  reams 
of  extra  Rational  lotelligencers  by  mail,  but  to 
inform  the  people?  If  no  discussion  is  to  take 
place  on  the  Message,  through  what  cbanael  are 
these  committees  to  receive  the  opinion  of  this 
House?  Are  they  to  go  to  work  btiodfoJded? 
On  Spanish  relations,  for  instance,  what  member 
possesses  the  fticulty  of  looking  into  the  h^art,  ^nd 
of  saying  what  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  on 
that  subject  ?  Would  it  not  be  better,  ^said  he,  to 
come.  10  som'e  resolution  which  should  be  d[r<*c- 
tory  to  these  committees  ?  To  act  otherwise,  was. 
putiing  the  cart  before  the  horse.  This  course 
would  avoid  comixHtments and  re*commitmen^; 
he  hoped  it  would  Xherefore  be  taken,  by  rising 
and  reportiivg  progress. 

Mr.  FiNDLBY  aaid  the  method  no^  prepo^ed  of 
disposing  of  the  Message ^was'^lhe  same  which  had 
been  aet^d  upon  ever  sioce  the  commencement  of 
the  Government.  Formerly,  ik  was  the  practice 
fwrthe  President  to  make  his  address  (o  yongress 
personally,  and  then  an  answer  was  to  be  retutned; 
This  answer  brought  the  subject  of  ihe  Message 
before  the  Houie  incidentally,  and  much  useless 
debate  was  generally,  had  upon  it.  But.this  cus- 
tom was  lafd  aside  by  Mr.  Jeierson,  and  this  un> 
necessary  debate  prevented.  I'he  codrse  which 
is  at  present  tdken  has  been  uniform  ever  siiicie, 
and  he  hoped  we  should  not  now  depart.' from  it, 
except  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  could  point 
out  some  better. 

Mr.  duiNCT  said,  it  was  not  his  wbh  to  delay 
the  business  before  the  Gommiiteefbut  he  wished 
that  whatever  w^s  d<pjie  might  be  done  under- 
standingty.  He  would  ask  wlxeth.er  the  re^hi- 
tions  proposed  by  the  geiitleman  ffom  Pennsyl* 
vapia  covered  (he  ^hole  object  of  the 'Message  ? 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  affa^ir  of  the  Lit- 
tle Belt  was  referred  to  any  committee.  He  did 
not  see  any  mention  of  Indian  hostilities.  .Here- 
tofore, there  had  been  a  committee  on  Indian  af- 
fairs. They  were  never  mingled  with  one  for- 
eign relationsV  He  thought  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (lVfr*DA.wspN)  that  too  many  sub- 
jects were  referred  to  the  committee  on  pubHc 
defence.  Mr.  ^  saidat  was  not  his  intention  to 
have  said  anything  on  this  subject ;  but  he  wished 
for  such  a  delay  in  this  procedure  as  should  give 


an  opportqnity  of  examining  the  resolutions 
|»roiight  forward.  He  did  not  think  ^hey  embraced 
all  the  objects  of  the  Message. 

Mr.  Alston  observed,,  that  in  case  any  ^ntle- 
man  had  doubts  whether  certain  objects  in  the 
Message  were  embraced  by  the  resolutions,  he 
could  readily  bring  forward  amendments  to  the 
present,  resolutions,  or  introduce  new  ones  so  as 
to  attain  his  object.  Mr.  A.  said  it  would  bere- 
coUected,  that  in  some  former  years  the  dividing 
of  the  Message  into  too  many  parts  had  ereated 
some  confusion,  by  making  it  difficult  to  deter- 
mine to  which  committee  certain  parts  of  the 
Message  belonged.  In  the  present  division,  this 
confusion  he  presumed  had  been  avoided.  At  ail 
events,  he  ibonght  it  perfectly  correct  that  the 
several  subjects  in  the  Message  should-  be  first 
sent  to  select  committees  before  they  were  acted 
upon  by  the  House.  This  was  the  usual  course, 
.and  it  appeared  to  him  the  best. 
.  Mr.  RjkNOOLPH  said  he  was  called  upon,  by  the 
very  respectable- and  veoel:abl^ gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  to  point  out  a  better  plan  than  that 
which  is  proposed;*  to  show  why. this  course, 
which  had  been  the  practice  of  the  last  ten  years, 
ought  not  to  be  followed.  He  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman fro^  Pennsylvania  if  he  had  ever  known 
this  House  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Uqion.  under  similar  circumstances 
vi^h  the  present ;  or  ever  known  when  a  member 
asked  for  discbssion  inthis  Cotnmitiee-tbat  it  was 
refused?  What,  said  he,  would  have  been  the 
surprise  of  the  Committee  ha^  he  called  for  the 
vending  of  the  documents  which  accompanied  the 
Message?  ^ and  this  he  migbt  have  done,  as  he  had 
heard  them  read  but  once«  and  then  there  was  po 
much  noise  in  the  Hoyse  he  hearfl  .them  imper- 
fectly. This  would  have  necessarily  delayed  the 
business, but  it.was  not  his  wish  to  embarrass  the 
Committee.  The  documents  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  printers;  of  course  the  Committee  must  have 
risen  i^nd  reported: progress.  .This  prof>ositton«'if 
received  with  common  temper,  must  appear  a 
reasonable  and  proper  one.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
it.  would'^be  agreed  to. 

The  original  motion  toris^  and  report  the  reso- 
.  lutioos,  was  carriedi  there  being  seventy- two  mem- 
bers in  favor  of  it. 

The  House  tpok  up  the  resolutions* 

Mr.  Ranpoi^fb  said  that  he  had  been  informed, 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
that  the  document?  accdmpanying  the  Message 
had  not  been  referred  to  the  Oommiitee.of  the 
Whol^  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  If  so,  he  sub- 
mitted to  the  Chair,  whether  the  proceedings 
which  had  been  had 'Were  in  order.  The  House 
had  been  in  Coinmittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Message,  and  left  the.  documents  behind  them. 
He  did  not  think  this  was  the  kind  bf  treatment 
Jo  which  the  Message  was  entitled.  He  moved 
that  the  report  be  recomniitied  to,  the  Commit- 
tee of  lihe  Whole  on  the  jstate  of  the  Union,  to- 
gether with  the  documents ;  ^and^  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  qUestton.'' 
\  Mr*  Alston  said,  the  documents  were  not  re- 
I  ferred,  and  for  the  best  reason.    They  are  never 
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ttk«n  op  in  Committee  of  tbeWbole^bac  are  left 
Id  the  House^  and  4:aiv  always  be  referred  tO)  ami 
any  motioo  be  fouaded  upon  them,  whieb  could 
not  be  done  w^e  they  before  the  Committett  of 
tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  Smiue  raid  it  was  perfectly  immaterial  to 
him  which  course  was  tasen.  He  b^d  no  object 
bat  the  interest  of  his-constitiients.  H*  grcntlemen 
believe  they  are  justified  in  proiractin|f  the  pub- 
lie  business,  they  will  aet  aecordiogly.  For  his 
part  be  could*  not.  I|e  wished  to  take  up  tbe 
business  in  a  rc^lar  way,  and  proceed  with  it« 

Tbe  Spbakbr  said,  the  Clerk  foood,  on  exam- 
iukkg  bis  minute^,  that  the  documents  were  re- 
fer re'd  along  with  the  Message; 

Mr.  Ranooi^b  .observed,  that  if  the  feet  is,  as 
the  derk  had  stated  it,  it  ofiers  an  irrefragable 
atignment  for  recommitting  the  report,  because 
theHeUse  ha(|  been  in  Committee  of  the  Whole' 
without  having  posse^^iion  of  these  paperf.  If 
the  documents  were  no^  referred,  we  ought  to  go 
ba^k  for  the  reasons  before  offered>  but  if  they 
were,  we  ought  to  go  back  to  get  possession  of  them. 
In  either  ease,  we  ought  to  go  back  and  ^et  rights 
it  would  be  better  to  turn  6ack  and  soberly  io- 
qvire  our  way,  than  to  go  blindly  spurring  on  in 
a  wronff  road. 

Mr«  R.  wished  to  say  one  word  in*  re)>)y  to  a 
remark  of  the  ^gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
which,  at  tbe  time,  he  believed  to  be  out  of  order. 
He'faad  said,  ^^  if  gentlemen  can  jostify  them^tves 
in  protracting  the  public  business,  well.  He  had 
no  uther  Views  tb4^^tbe  interests  of  his  cenetittr- 
eats.''  An  insinuation  that  other  gentlemen  hate 
other  views>  and  that  other  gentlemen  can  justify 
tbemselres  for  protmcting  business.  fAr.  R.  made 
no  profenions  of  pa^uiotism  in  that  Houne.  Hif 
property  was  in  terra  firma,  and  he  was  born  in 
the  Stale  which  he  represented,  ahd  he  loved  It 
tbe  better  for  it«  Aft  to  protracting  the  pilblic 
bttsinesa^  we  -ail  know,  said  he,  how  it  is  pro- 
tracted ;  as  his  friend  irom  North  Carolina  had 
said  the  other  day,  ^  the  public  business  will  not  be 
done  until  the  road^are  ffood,  in  the  Springs" '  He 
hoped,  however,  that  while  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  is -satisfied  a»  to  his  own  moiiyes, 
be  will  believe  that  other  gentlemen'  have  ks^lear 
conciences  as  himself. 

Mr.  WiDOBftY  hoped  that  tbe  House  would 

Eroceed  with  the  public  business,'  without  any 
ickering  or  personality.  He  hoped  they  Were 
met  together,  like  a  band  of  brothers,  to  consider 
and  act  upon  such  measures  a^  shall  best  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  our  common  country.  He 
thouffbt  the  course  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  would  be  the  bes^  A  discus^ 
sion  would  come  with. more  propriety  a(\er  the 
several  committees  bad  reported.  Hedid  not  he* 
lieve,  however,  that  the  gentlemdn  from  Virginia, 
in  pfi»posiB£  a  different  course,  wisted'to  protract 
the  public- butincas.  He  no  doubt  thought  the 
fliacwsioB  ought  to  take  place  in  the  first  instance. 
It  was  a  mere  diflference  of  opinioof,  from  which 
no  evil  could  arise. " 

The  yeas  and  nave  on  the  question  lor  a  recom- 
mfjtnent,  were  as  follows: 


YxASr-4eha  Bsket^  Abqak  Bigeiow,  JaaMS  Bnofc. 
enridge,  Elyah  Brigham>  Epaphfoditns  Champion, 
Martin  ChiitendeD«  WiUiam  £ly,  James  £oiott»  Asa 
Fitch^  Thomas  R.  Gold,  John  P.  HuDjMcfii^  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  K.  King,  Lymsa 
Law,  Jos^h  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  LivlDgaton, 
Jimes  Mflnor,  Jonathan  0.  Moselev^  Joseph  Peaison, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincj^'  John  Randolph, 
Wijliam  Reed^  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Philip  Sttfart,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  George  SolIiTaji,  Baihuel  Taggart,  Beoja* 
min  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and 
Thomas  Wilson — 83.  ' 

Nats — ^Willis  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Stevenson 
Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  BasSett,  WiiUam  W.  Bibb, 
William  Bfackledge,  Thomas  Blomit,  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  Wilfiam  A.  Bnrwell,  William  Butler, 
John 'G.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay, 
Thomas  B.  Gooke,  Lewis  Gondit,  William  Crawfbrd, 
John  DavenpcMjr.,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Josaph 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinamoor,  £lias  Earie,  Wfliiam  Pind^ 
ley,  Jamea  Fisk,  Meshack  FrankUn,  Peteraon  Good- 
wyn,  Isaiah  L-  Green,  Felii^  Grandy ,  Bollmg  Hall,  Obsd 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylet^  Hawea,  Jacob  Huify, 
John  M.  ttynemaa,  Richard  M*  Jehiison*  Joseph  Ksat» 
Abner  La€Ock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Willtaia 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  .Macon,  Cieoige  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samoel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcau,  Sanael 
L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  J^emiah  Morrow,  Hogb 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomu 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William 
Piper,  Jamei  Pleasants,  jr.|  Benjamin  Fond,  Petct  B. 
Porter,  John  Rhea,  ^ohn  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Bbenezer.Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneser  Beaver, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  SeyberC^  Samuel  Shaw,  Dsaiel 
Sheffey,  John  Smilie,'  Geoi^ite  Smith,  John  Smith, 
RiohaStI  Stanford,  Silas  Slow,  Wilfiam  Strong,  Peleg 
TaUman,  Uri  Traey,  George  M.  TroiH»i  Ghaiks  Tar- 
aer,jr^  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr^  Boheit  Whilehill, 
David  R.  WiUiams,  William  Widgexy,  Kicluttd  Wian, 
,  and  Robert  Wright*-92. 

The  question  recurred  on  agreeing  ta  tbe  re- 
port. '  " 

Mr.  RiifooLra  moved  to  postpoa«  tile  fortb«r 
consideration,  of  xhp  report  till  to*muVrow,  in  or- 
der  that  it  might  be  printed. 

Mr.  Macon  ~wisbed  some  such  motion  to  pre- 
vail.  He  had  intended  to^move  that  it  lie  on  the 
table  till  to-mbrrow.  [Mr.  llANboi.PH  withdrew 
his  motion  to  give  place  to  Mr.  J^acon's.]  Mr- 
M.  sajd  it  was  pei-fectly  immaierial  to  him  which 
of  the  motions  was  made.  Hi>  object,  he  could 
assure  the  House,  was  hot  delay.  He  had  ex- 
amined the  re^lutions  offered  by  the  gehtleman 
from  Pennsylvania.  To  the  first,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection; but  as  to  the  secomi,  it -appeared  to  him 
that  rfit  were  the  wish  of  the  gentleman  toptroiract 
the  public  business,  this  resofution  would  answer 
his  purpose.  He  did  not  believe  this  was  iDteod- 
ed.  But  there  is  more  business  given  to  that  com- 
mittee than  can  be  got  througti  in  any  reasonable 
titaie.  The  okl  rnle  of  procuring  despatch  by  di- 
viding the  labor,  was  in  this  ca^e  abandoned,  ^a 
his  opinion  what  relates  to  the  Army  ought  to  go 
to  one  committee,  and  what  relates  (othe  Nary  to 
another,  and  so  On.  tie  knew  that  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, some  difficulty  had  arisen  froin  the  Mes- 
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Bot  iMTiBg  been  accurately  dissected;  but 
with  ordinary  care  thi^  might  be  avoided.  He 
bad  00  doubt  if  the  business  .was  thus  divided,  it 
would  be  done  much  sooner.  Not  that  he  ex- 
pected Congre^  would  adjourn  any  earlier ;  but 
the  reports  would  be, bad  in  less  time,  and  the 
sooner  be  got  at.  He  wished  that  the  report  might 
li€  qo  tbe  table  until  to-morrow,  that  the  resolu- 
tions might  be  examined,  and  proj)er  amendments 
prepared. 

Mr.  Smilie  repeated  his  reasons  for  wishing 
one  conmittee  might  have  under  view  the  whole 
subject  of  defence.  / 

The  question  was  put  and  negativea,  68  to  47. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  for  the  reading  of  the 
documents;  which  being  objected  to,  he  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question ;  which 
were  taken  as  follows :  . 

Yb  j»— John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigtioyr,  James  Brsck- 
MwUge,  Elijah  Brighaair  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Tbomas  B*  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Jamet  Bmott, 
Ami  Filch,  Thomas  B.  Gold,  John  P.  HoDgerford, 
Richard  Jaekaon,  jr.,  William  R.  Kin^,  Lyman  Law, 
Joaeph  IfCwia,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathan- 
id  liacoB,  James  MiUioi,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh 
Nelaon,  Joaeph  Pearson,  James  Pleasants  jr.,  Josiah 
Qniiicy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M\ 
Ridgely,  Daniel  Shefrey,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip 
Stoait,  Lewis  B.  Bturges,  Qeotge  Snllivan,  Benjamin 
TaBmadge,  Labaa  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and 
Thomas  Wflson — 86. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  WiHiam  Anderson,  Bte- 
ven0on  Areber,  Daniel  Avery,  Enkiel  Bao<>n;  David 
Bard,  Jaslah  Bartlea,  Burwell  Bassett^  WiRiam  W. 
BiU^  WyHam  Bkeklidge,  Thomas  Blount.  Adam 
B«ya,  Bobert  Brown,  WiHiam  A. -BBtweU,  WiHiam 
Batler,  John  C'  Calhaiui^  Langdon  ChevMf  Maitia 
CMtteadso.  Matthew  Clay^  Lewis  Condit,  WiHiam 
GffmHbr4  Ro«ar  Da»is,  Joseph  Desha,  Saamel  Dina- 
BOM^  £liaa  Bade,  William  Eiy,  James  F^  Meshaek 
FraakliB*  Peterson  Qoodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Chreen,  Pelix 
Graa^j.  Bollina  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  At  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawcs,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hynemaa,  Rich- 
aid  M.  Johnson^  Joseph  Kent,  Abner  Lacocik*  Joseph 
Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  ';Varon  Lyle, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  I'homas  Moore,  William  Mcboy, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Aranah  Meical^ 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stefiben  OrmSby,  Jsrael  Piekens,  William  Piper,  Ben- 
jamin Pond,  Peter  B.  f\>rter,  John  Rhea,  John  Roans, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Ebeneser  Seaverr  John  devisr,  Adam  8eybert,<Samuel 
BkmWf  Jdm  SmiUe,  George  Smith,*  John  Sn^  Wil- 
liam Strong,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  IVacy,  George  Mk 
Tro«»,  Ofaarles,  Tarnei,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  CorUandt, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  William  Wid- 
9nrt  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wjight— 84.     . 

The  first  resolution  was  then  lakeji  up  aqd 
agreed*  to.  When  the  question  on  the  second  was 
put, 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  rose  to  ascertaio  whether, 
it  »aa  the  sense  of  the  House  that  all  the  objects 
embracfd  in  thii  resolution  should  go  to  one  coio- 
mittee«  or  they  .should  be,  divided  aoMUg  several. 
For  tliis  purpose,  he  moved,  to  strike  out  the  gen- 
eral expressions,  to  insert  the  words  "  for  filling 
the  ranks,  prolonging  the  Enlistment  of  jegular 


troops,  and  of  aiuxiliary  force,"  It  would  be  seeo 
to  be  his  object,  to  give  all  thkt  relates  to  the  Ar- 
my to  one  committee,  all  that  relates  to  the  Navy 
to  another,  ^.  He  was  of  opinion,  also,  that 
several  objects  contained  in  the  Message  had  been 
overlooked. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  was  carried, 72  votes 
beitije  lu  favor  of  it ;  bot  when  the  blank  came  to 
be  filled,  much  desultory  debate  took  place.  Some 
members  wished  to  insert  other  words  than  those 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Ctro- 
lina;  but  this  was  deemed  out  of  order.  A{ 
length,  it  was  agreed  that  the  blank  must  be  fiHed 
with  the  words  proposed,  but  that  other  worda 
n^igbt  afterwards  be  added  by  way  of  amendmeDU 
This  was  accordingly  .done»  ■ 
After  the  blank  was  filled  as  above  proposed^ 
Mr.  Bibb  mored'  to  add  tbe  following  words ) 
*'  for  the  acceptance  of  volunteer  corps,  for  detach- 
'  menu  of  portions  of  the  militia,  and  for  such  a 

<  proporUdn  of  the  great  body,  as  will  propprtion. 
'  Its  usefulness  to  its  mtriQsic  capacities.''  Which 
was  agreed  to.  ^ 

The  other  resolutions  reported  wer«  agrtod  to 
without  debate. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  an  additional  resolution,  as 
fdllows :  *'  That  so  much  of  the  Message  as  re« 
lates  to  the  nHval  fprce  of  the  United  States,  and 
th«  maritime  defence  of  our  frontier,  be  referred 
toaselectcommittee.''—* Agreed  to.  .     . 

Mr.  Bacon  moved  the  following  additional  re- 
solutions: ^^  "f  bat  ao  mubh  of  the  Message  aa  re- 
Mmtes  to  the  manufacturing  of  cannon  and  smali 
^  arm<  and  providingmunitioDrs  of  war,  be  referred 

<  to  a  select  committee :"  and  "  that  so  much  of 
^the  Message  as  relates  to, Indian  afiairs,'  be  re- 
^  ferred  to  a  select  committer."-— Agreed  to. 

All  the  select  committees  which  were  thought 
necessary,  being  appointed,  it  was  determined  that 
tbe  ^t,  on  Foreign  Relations,  should  consbt  of 
nine  members  ^ibe  committees  on  the  Spanish  col- 
onies ^nd  NaYyx:oncerns«  to  consist  of  seven  mem- 
bers.; and  those  on  manufacturing  cannon  and 
Indian  aflfairs,  to  consist  of  five  members. 

The  resolutions,  as  amended,  are  in  the  follow- 
ing words:,  .        ^     '  * 

1.  RcBolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Presideat's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  ouc  foreign  re- 
lations, be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

2.  Resolved,  That  so  mu^  of  the  President's 
Message  as  Velates  to  fillfoff  the  ranks  and  pro- 
longing the  enlistments  of  the  regular  troops,  and 
to  an  anxiliary  ibrce;  to  the  acceptance,  of  vol- 
unteer corps;  to  detachments  of  militia,  aad  to 
such  a  preparation  of  the  great  bddy  as  will  pro- 
portion its  usefulness  to  its  intrinsic  capacity,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

3.  Resolved^  That  those  parts  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  which  relate  to  the  Naval  force  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  the  defence  of  our  mari- 
time frontier,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

.  4.  Reaoivedy  thtii  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  tbe  rerenueand  the  provis- 
ions necessary  for  the  Service  of  the  ensuing  year^ 
be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
5.  Re^olvedf  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
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Message  as  relates  to  the  evasion  aod  infra ctioQ 
of  our  commercial  laws,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Maaafactares. 

6.  Beiolvedj  That  so  mtich  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  foreiffn  trading  licenses,  and 
to  the  protection  of  manutactures  and  navigation, 
be  referred  to  the  Coinmittee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures.    . 

7.  Reeolvedf  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  Spanish  American^ colo- 
nies, be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

8.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  Messa^ 
as  relates  to  the  manufacture  of  cannon  and  small 
arms,  and  the  proriding  munitions  of  war,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committae. 

d.  Besohedj  Thai  so  imieh  of  the  said  Message 
as  relates  to  Indian  affairs,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee.  .       '     ' 

Mr.  Porter,  Wr.  Calhoun.  Mr.  Qfundjr,  Mr. 
Smilie,  Mr.  Riandolph,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Key,  Mr. 
Desha,  and  Mr.  Beaver,'  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee on  the^rst  resolution. 

Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr. 
Nelson,  Mr.  Stow^Mr.  Maz^ell^  and  Mr.  Tall- 
madge>  were  appomted  the  committee  on  the  sec- 
ond resolution. 

Mr.  Cheves,  Mr.  Newton.  Mr.  MUnor,  'Mr. 
C^uincy,  Mr.  Cooke,  Mr.  McKim^  and  Mr.  Fisk 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  t&trd  reso- 
lution. "     ^ 

Mr.  Mhchill,  Mr.  Bi^,  Mr.  Blackledge,  Mr. 
Taggart,  Mr.  Champion,^  Mr.  Butler,  and  Mr, 
Shaw,  yere  appoihted  the  comn^ittee  on  the  se^r- 
eath  resolution. 

Mr.  Sejbiert,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Qoodwyn,  Mr. 
Tracy,  and  Mr.  Sturges,  were  appointed  the  com-> 
mittee  on  the  eighth  resoludon*. 

Mr.  McKee,  Mr.  Sevier,  Mr.  Morrow^  Mr.  Shef- 
fey,  and  Mr..  Brown,  were  appointed  the  cbramit- 
tetf  on.  the  ninth  resolution. 

And  then,  oi^ motion  the  House  adjpurned  until 
to-morrow. 


WfiDNEsnAT,  November  13. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Thomas  GholsoN) 
fVom  Virginia,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  hts  seat. 

Mr.  QuiNCT  presented  two  petitions  from  sun- 
dry merchants  of  Boston^  to  the  same  effect  with 
the  petition  of  William  Dean,  presented  the  eighth 
instant — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures.  '         - 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce an^  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  and  Jonn  Clifford,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  Charlte  Wirgman,  of  Baltimore ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  McKiM  presented  a  petition.of  sundry  mer- 
chants of  Baltimore,  to  the  same  effect  with  the 
petition  of  the  merchants  of)Boston  abov^  stated. — 
Keferred  to  the  Committee  of  Cotnn^erce  and 
Manufactures.- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  the  report  of  the 


Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  and  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  on  the  claims  of  sundry  refugees 
fr(9m  the  Britrsh  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,  made  in  tne  yeas  1805  and  1800,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands^to 
report  by  bll,  ot  otherwise.^ 

Mr.  PoiN DEXTER  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
-that  the  said  Territory  may  be  made  into  a  sepa- 
rate State  and  admitted  into  the  Union.— Referred 
to  a  select  committee.  ' 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER,  Mr.  Qrundt,  Mr.  Ormsbt, 
Mr.  L ACOCK,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Widobry,  and 
Mr.  Chittenden^  were  appointed  the  committee. 
'  .On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  petition  of 
the  Legi!«lature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  pre- 
sented the  twenty-first  of  January  last,  wa^  refer- 
red to  the  said  select  committee. 

Mr.  QuiNcr. present^  a  petition  of  Aadiew 
BUot,*merchant  of  Boston,  to  the  same  effect  with 
the  petition  of  William  Dean,  presented  the  eighth 
iiistant.->-Refefred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufoctures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qold,  a  cdmihittee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
tug  by  law  for  t^  more  convenient  taking  of  re- 
cognisances of  yiil  and  affidavits  in  cases  depend- 
iuji;  In  the  respective, Courts  of  the  United  Slates; 
With  leave  to  report  by.  bill. — Mr.  Gold.  Mr. 
MiLNOR,  amd  Mr.  Ridgblt,  yrejfe  appointed  the 
committee. 

*  On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee  oo 
the  Public  .Land^.  were  insif  ucted  to  iaqwe  into 
tlut^xpediendy  of  suspendiagthe  operatioa  of  so 
muek  of  the  sixth  aectioa  of  the  act,  entiilad  '^An 
act  providing  for  the  final  adjustnient  of  claims  to  | 
lands,  and  for  the  sale  of  th^  public  Iftnds  in  the 
Tcrrijories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,'^  all  dineu 
that  the  laftd  offices  established  iti  the  Orleaat 
Territory  shall  be  opened  on  the  first  day  of  Jtoo- 
afjr,  1812;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill, -or  other- 
wise, , 

Mr.  Talluaooe,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Abraham  Whipple,  presented  t 
bill  Cos  the  relief  of  Abraham  Whipple;  which  wa» 
read  and  committed  to  a  Comtrntte^  of  the  Whole 
on*  Friday  ne^t. 

.  On  motionof  Mr.  Ba89BTT,  the  petitions  of  J.  A* 
Cheraliie,  attorney  of  Amelte  EuffenieBeaumar- 
ehais,  presented  twenty.-fourlh  of  December,  1805| 
and  second  of  April  1806,  togeth^  with  all  the 
docuDQent8cono4iri[iiiig  the  said  claim,  were  referred 
to  the  Cpmmittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Bleecker  presented  a  petition  of  Qeo^ 
Dummer  And  Company,  and  Ourdon  and  ^"**J 
Buck,  merchants,  ol  New  York,  to  the  same  effect 
with  the  petition  Of  William  Dean,  presented  the 
eighth  instant.— Referred  to  the  domniittee  oi 
Commerce  and  Manufactures.  •  w  k' 

Mr.  Lyle  presented  petitions  of  sUadry  iohat^i- 
tants  of  the  Western  parts  of  the  United  States, 
praying  that  the  mails  of  the  United  Stales  maf 
not  be  carried,  and  that  po^t  offices  may  not  D« 
opened,  on  Sun daya.— Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roadt.  r 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Condit,  the  ConMnit*c«  oi 
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Coninierce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
ioqaire  into  the  expediency  of  encouraging  the 
manufacture  of  iron,  either  by  protecting;  impost 
daties,  or  prohibiting  the  importation  of  castings, 
bar  iron,  spikes,  nails,  brads,  and  rolled  sheet  or 
hoop  iron,  into  the  United  States  and  its  Territo- 
ries ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
ther  iTniied  States,  comik&unicatins  copies  of  a 
eorre^pondenee  between  the£}uvoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  pf  Great  Britain, 
and  the  Secretary  ot  State,  relative  to  the  aggres- 
sion committed  by  a  British  ship  of  war  on  the 
United  States'  Yrigate  Chesaneake.  by  whicii  it 
will  be  seen  that  that  subject  or  difference  betweeu 
the  two  countries  is  terminated,  by  an  offer  of  rt p- 
aration^which  has  been  acceded  to. 

The  House  proceeded,  |)y  ballot,  to  the  elecMon 
of  a  Chaplain  to  Congress,  on  their  part ;  and  upon 
ezaminiog  tbcx  ballots,  it  appeared  tt^at  the  Rev- 
erend Mr«  S HEATHEN  was  duly  elected. 

Another  Message  was  received  ftom  the  Presi'* 
dene  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the  result 
of  the  census,  lately  taken,  of  the  inhabitaats  of 
the  United  9^&tes,  with  a  Iet;er  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  relative  thereto. — Referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  fix  the  apportionment  of 
Representatives. 

EXPENDITURE  OP  MONfiYa  .. 
Mr.  Randolpa  said,  the  House  haying  made  a 
disposition  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  he  felt  hittiself  called  iipon  to 
submit  a  motion  to  the  eonsideration  of  the  House. 
Bat  as  the  House-  was  then  thin,  he  would  opiy 
I  lay  it  on  the  table.  It  would  have  been  submit- 
ted, he  said,  two  years  ago,  but  for  the  cirdum- 
siaaees  which  he  should  state  to  the  House  when 
more  at  lelsaie.    The  motionr  was  at  follows: 

<*  Retoitedf  That  a  comnttteebs  appdnied  to  inquire 
sad  Tepsrt  wbfthsr  mslieys  drawn  from  the  Treasmy 
flinea  the  8d  of  Mard^  1801,  have  been  (aithfuUy  ex- 
pended OQ  the  abiee|s  fcr  whkh  they  wsre^proprialed, 
and  whether  the  same  have  been  legularly  aeesunted 

psoaficunoNS  for  libel. 

ThegpEAitBR  presented  a  (Uemorlal  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  of  Kentuelty.  stating  that,  whiht  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  State  of  Vermont,  he  was  ille- 
gally tried  and  found  gt^lty^  uiHter  a  chajrffe  of  se- 
dition, and  fined  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
and  imprisoned  rweJve  months,  and  prayidg  that 
the  said  fine  may  be  repaid,  with  interest,  together 
with  his  pay  as  a  member  ojf  Congress,  which  was 
withheld  during  bis  cenfinement. 
The  petition  being  read, 
Mr.  New  moved  that  it  be  referred,  wfth  the^ 
accompanying  dl>cument8,  te  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Bassstt  wa&  opposed  to  this  reference. 
If  the  petitioner  haa  any  claim  upon  the  United 
States,  it  must  be  on  the  ground  that  the  law 
under  which  he  was  convicted  was  uaconstiiu- 
tional.  A  claim  of  this  kind  qpukl  not  be  recog- 
nised by  that  committee.    He  thought,  therefore. 


it  would  be  more  proper  to  refer  this  petition  to 
a  select  committee.  This  was  desirable  also 
from  the  consideration  that  the  Committee  of 
Claims  is  ^eneralfv  overburdened  with  business. 

Mr.  MgKeb  could  not  distinctly  hear  the  geuf 
tleman  from  Virginia ;  but  he  understood  him  as 
recommending  a  reference  of  this  petition  to  a 
select  committee,  in  preference  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims.  He  had  no  objection  to  such  a  dis- 
position of  it,  though  it  appeared  to  him,  as  a 
claim,  to  be  a  proper  subject  for  the  Committee 
of  Claims.  Th^  petitioner-  does  not  ask  for  a 
gratuity  Jrom  the  Qovernment,  but  a  repayn^ent 
of  money  which  he ,  states  to. have  been  impro- 
perly peid  intoth^  coffers  of  the  United  States  in 
the  form  of  a  fine.  Whether  the  claim  be  well 
founded,  or  otherwise,  remains  for  the  committee 
to  decide* 

Mr.  Nfiw  said,  it  having'  be^n  represented  to 
him,  that  It.  would  be  most  proper  to  refer  the 
petition  to  a  select  committee*  be  would  so  change 
nis  motion.  '- 

Mr.  Ranvolpb  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  re- 
collected, that  at  the  first  session-  of  Congress^ 
under  the.  Administration  of  the  present  rresv- 
dent,  the  session  which  met  in  May,  18Q9,  a  com- 
mittee was  raised  /'to  inquire  whether  any,  and 
^  what  prosecutions  had  be^n  instituted  before  the 
^  courts  of  the  United  States  for  libels  at  common 
*  law,  and  lo  report  such  provisions  as  in  their 
^  opinion  inay  be  necessary  for  securing  the  free- 
^  dom  of  speech  and  of  the  i>ress.'^  Congress  ad* 
journed  after  a  short  session  in  June.  The 
chairn^an  of  that  eomiDittee  was  directed  to  ad- 
dress letters  to  the  clerks  of  the  several  courts  in 
which  ^uch  prosecutions  had  been  commenced. 
To  some  of  these  letters  answers  were  received 
after  the  adjourn QQent.  These  answers  received 
in  the  recess ^all  except  one,  which  the  chair- 
man had  found  amongst  his  private  papers  since 
the  meeting  of  the  present  session)  were  trans* 
mitted  to  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  in  whose  pos« 
sesaien  it  is  presumed  they  now  are.  The  chair'* 
inan  of  that  committer,  at  the  two  succeeding 
sessions^  waS)  by  th^  visitation  of'  God,  a^  from 
circumstances  without  his  control,  foe  the  first 
time  since  he  had  the  hopor  of  a  seat  on  this 
Aoor,  pretented  from  attending  to  his. duty  till 
the  sessions  had  considerably  advanced,  other- 
wise be  would  have  felt  it  obligatory  on  him  to 
have  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  sub- 
ject; It  was  his  intention^  at  the  pr^ent  sessioui 
without  knowing  adything  of  this  petition,  to 
have  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it, 
amongst  others,  at  an  early-  day.  He  thought  it 
behoof  ed  this  House,  as  the  guardian  of  the  pub- 
lic, purse  and  public  weal,  to  take  care  that  the 
stream,  of  public  justice  be  preserved  pure  and 
free  from  pollution;  and  whether  persons  have 
suffered  bv  prosecutions  under  the  sedition  law, 
or  under  the  common  law  of  Edgland — not  the 
common  law  of  the  States,  as  modified  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  in  their  corporate 
capacity — ^he  was  for  affording  them  relief.  He 
wished  to  see  if  any  of  our  citizens  had  received 
injury  from  prosecutions  of  this  kindi  and^  if  they 
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had.  to  rcdtess  the  wrong  by  strcb  t  prospective 
measDre  as  majr  prevent  a  recurrence  of  similar 
nfiscbief. 

It  seems  idle,  stiid  Mr.  R.,  for  dny  man  to  un- 
dertake, by  statute,  to  do  that  which  the  Great 
Charter  of  our  Oon6ederation  bAs  ej^deavored  to 
do  in  vain.  It  is,  it  a'ppears,  impossible  to  pre- 
vent men,  heated  b^  party,  add  seeking  only  the 
gratification  of  their  own  piassions;  from  tramp-, 
ling  in  the  dust  tht*  charter  "which  we  have 
swori^  to  support;  for  though  our  Odnstitution 
has  s^id,  in  the  broadest  teftns  vi^hich  our  lan- 
guage knows,  that  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of 
the  press  shall  not  be  aln^id^e^,  tnen  have  been 
found  so  lost  to  all  sevse  of  their  country 'tr  good, 
as.  to  pass  the  act,  commonly  called  the  sedition 
actj  and  to  send  out  our  judges  to  dispense,  not 
law,  but  pjlitics  from  the  bench.  It  wcmld  seem 
idle  to  aitempt  to  prevent,  by  statutory  provis- 
ioh8)«iiliiiar  abuses.  But  though,  formed  as  We 
are,  We  cannot  attain  perfection,  we  oujE^ht,  in 
imitation  of  a  divioe  example,  to  aspire  io  it,  and 
endeavor  to  preserve  .4n  purity  the  great  Magna 
Oharta  of  our  country: 

This  subject,  Mr.  K.  s^id,  might  appear  frivo- 
loas  to  others. '  He  knew- thai  men  intent  on 
worldly  things,  with  their  snouto  grovelling-in  the 
mud,  who  lu>ld  everything  but  sordid  pelf,  end 
etiU  more  disgrioefin  office^  a«  drosaand  dust^ 
would"  not  think  it'  worth  while  to''  attend  to 
things  of  this  kind.  If  or  did  he  wish  to  set  him- 
self up  for  a  political  Pharisee,  and  thank  God 
that  he  wAs  nor  as  other  men  are; 

Mr.  R.  moved  to  aniend  jhe  reference,  by  add« 
Ing  to  it  the  following  i 

''With  invtrnctions  to  inqnke  whether  any,  and 
what,  prosecntions  have  been  institjorted  before  the 
courts  of  ^9  United  States  for  libel^  under  the  sedi- 
tion law  or  the  common  law,  and  by  whAt  authority ; 
and  to  make  sueh  provlaiona  as  they  may  ^eem  neaea* 
•aty  Ibr  aeourmg  ihe  freedom  of  speech  aad  of  th* 
pnm."  , 

Mr.  R.  hopedHhIs  amendmenit  woiil()  be  agreed 
lo;  for,  said' he,  it  is  evident  ihi^  when  we  cnnie 
into  power,  when  wef  succeeded  to  our  predecea* 
90ts,  proper  measures  were  no^  taken  for  purifying 
the  violent  temper  of  ttie  day — for  preventing 
the  recuri'ence  of  prosectHioos  of  thie  kind.  He 
recollected  having  heard,  at  the  close  of  -the  ad- 
miaistrattoB  of  the  second  Prestdent  of  the  United 
States,  one  qf  the  most  beautiful  pieces  of  deckiji- 
ation.  from  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina^ 
whieh  be  had  ever'  beard,  ia  which  he  conjured 
the  House  to  re-enact  the  sedition  act,  because, 
said  ^e,  we  are  about  to  surrender  the  Govern- 
ment into  the'hands  of  men  in  whom  we  have 
no  confidence,  and  t  wish  to  retain  this  law  as 
our  shelter,  because,'  by  this,  if  we  are  prosecuted 
for  a  libel,  we  can  give  the  truth  in  evidence. 
Mr.  R.Said  he  listened  to  the  gentleman,  but. he 
thought  he  was  talking  for  talking's  sake.  He 
did  not  believe  that  himself  believed  ^a,word  of 
what  he  said.  Mr.  R.  did  not**  suppose  that  a 
prosecution  at  common  law,  for  a  libel,  could 
take  place  under  a  Republican  Administration. 
He  thought  the  gentleman  wfts  makitkg  the  best 


apology  he  could  for  the  sedKioa  law,  and  that 
he  was  glad  to  find  himself  in  a  minority  on  his 
motion  ibr  continuing  it.  But^  said  he,  experi- 
ence ttacheih.  I  find  it  possible  even  for  the 
Pharisees  themselves  sometimes  to  slide,  sooie- 
times  to  fall.  H%  thought  it  due  to  ourcouatry, 
and  to  ourselves,  that  whatever  abuses,  exist, 
without  stopping  to  inquire  whether  the  sofierer 
be  a '  Catholic  or  a  Protestant,  a  Federalist,  a 
Democrat:  or  a  Monarchy  man!  to  redress  the 
Wrong.  What  would  be  said  in  a  cdurt  of  jus- 
tice in  a  eiise  t>f  murder  ?  It  would  not  be  thought 
worth  whil^  to  inquire  what  was  the  ofieo^er'a 
politics,  or  whether  honest  ^r  the  contrary.  He 
considered  honest  men  as  of  right  politics.  It 
unibrtunatel]^  happens,  said  he,  that  some  men 
make  up  in  seal  what  they  know  themselves  to 
be 'deficient  in  honor  and  honesty. 

The  amendment  wes  agreed  to  anj  the  peti- 
tion referred  to  a  committee  of  seven,  consisting 
of  Mr.  New.  Mr.  Raiubolph^  Mr.  Whwht,  Mr. 
Troupj  Mr.  WunlmiLL,  Mr.  Mosblbt,  and  Mr. 

pOOKE.' 

Thursbav,  November  U. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Jobm  Cloptpk,  from 
Virginia^  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  look  his  seat. 
'  Mr.  Rhea,  from  ^he  eommtttee  appointed  oa 
the^  eighth  instant,  presented  a  bill  previdiagfor 
the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Loaisiaoe; 
Which 'was  read  twice  avd  comaaitted  io  a  Com* 
oritiee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next 

|dr.  WinoBBY)  from  the  cemHuitee  appointed 
on  the  eleventh  instea4j  preseliied  a  bill  to  aim 
the  ttioe  of  holding'  ottt  of  the  temns  of  the  dis- 
trict, court  pf  Che  District  of  Maine;  which  was 
read  tvrioe  and  ordered  to  be  eogroased,  and  read 
the-tbircl  ti^e  to-mof row.   • 

On  moiibu  of  Mr*  BAAenrv,  a  oesunitiee  VM 
appointed  to.  prepare  and  report  such  standing 
.fujea  end  orders  cif  psoiaediag  aa  are  proper  to  be 
oheerved  in  this  Hevae. 

Mr.  Bassbtt*,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Macom,  Mr» 
NBLsoN„Mff<&i6%Mr.  CHotiioT*  andrMn  Fimolet, 
Weie  ^ppoipled  th£i  Mid  eommiUtNeu 
.  Mtf  Rfi^ity  moved'  the  feilowiag  resofution: 

Jtemkmdf  That  the  GoauatttBe  of  Oomnieiee  aod 
Maiuliisdifes  ha  inalnieted  teioquira  into  the  «^e^ 
eacj  of  laylngedditioBal  duties  oa  eU  eeersp  msnidso- 
tniM  of  fiax  and  hemp. 

Mr*  CoMDiT,  moved  the  following -resolatioB: 

Reaohedf  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  sn^ 
Mannfaetnree  beinstrueted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  encouraging  the  celtare  of  hempen  goeoif 
either  by  protecting  duties,  or  prohibiting  the  inijpor- 
tation,  into  the  United  States  and  its  Tsrritories,  of 
hemp,  or  goods  mannfactnzed  from  it;  and  that  thsy 
haxe  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  inta  the  expediency  of  au- 
thorising the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  opened  a  road  from  the  Northern  line 
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established  by  the  Treaty  oif  GreeoTille,  where  the 
United  States'  road  from  ViDceones  meets  the  said 
line,  to  the  North  Bead,  in  the  ^State  of  Ohio; 
with  leave  to  report  tberean  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 
Mr.  j£NNiN08,  Mr.  New,  and  Mr^.  Morrow, 
wereappoioted  the  committee. 


pR  I  OAT,  November  15.  , 

Mr.  Pickens  presented  a  petition  from  inbabi*. 
tants  ka  the  western  part  of  North  CaroUna.  eom- 
plaiaiag  of  mischief  oceasioned  bv  the  settlement 
of  white  per$9ns  on  the  lands; of  the  Cherokee  In- 
d^Ds. — Referred  to  the. Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Babsstt,  od  account  of  the  state  6f  his 
health,  begged  tQ  be  excused  from  serving  oik  the 
Committee  of  Cletm^  declaring  that  he  was  un* 
able  to  auend  to  the  duties  imposed  upon  the 
Chairmau  of  that  imporiaat  committee.  £x- 
cased.  «       \ 

Mr.  SuTLRR  also  wished  to  be  excused  frpm 
serving  on  the  $ame  .committee.  He  was  also 
excused. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WtiiLU^a  said,  out  of  courtesy,  be 
had  voted  in  the  majority  on  the  questions  which 
had  just  been  djecided  \  but  he  was  apprehensive 
he  half  done  wrong,  and  moved  for  ^  recoiisidera- 
tion  of  the  question.  He  hoped  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ch&ims  would  consent-to  retain 
his  situation,  and  attempt  to  do  the  business  to 
which  he  bad  been  ap|K>inted.  ^He  was  fearful 
that  \m  relinquishing  his  post  would  be  attended 
with  bad  consequences.  No  doubt  his  relinquish- 
ment had  occasioned  his  colleague  to-  beg  to  be 
excused.  He  hoped  that  both  gentlemen  would 
k  eoMent  to  retain  their  situations.  - 
'  After  an  explanation  ft^m  Mr.  BAsasTT,  that 
he  was  really  unable  to  eaduie  the  necessary  1*: 
ligiie  of  the  haaineas  j'and  Irom  Mr.  BirrLER  that 
he  had  aerved  aeveral  ytaca  on  this,  eommittee, 
aad  tbac  he  expected  shortlv  to  be  undeir  the 
necessity  of  asking  leave  of  absence  %  the  raetkon 
for  reCJonaid^rationwaa  withdrawn.    ^ 

Mr«  diHNOT  presented  the  p^etition-  of  Aaron 
Baldwin,  praying  for  the  remission  of  certain  for* 
iekttfts  which  he.  had  incnraed  under  the  Tettrlc- 
tive  laws.^-Referred. 

Mi.  Moaaawrepocied  a  hall  extending  the  time 
lor  omening  the  several  land  offices  in  the  T^rrito* 
ry  oTOrleana. — Twice  ratd  and  eonimitted.  • 

A  hill  waa  reported  4a  aothorixe  a  public  road 
fjom  a  point  in  the  aptth  line. established  by 
the  Trenty  of  Greflnville,  whare  the  United  Sutes' 
road  from  Vinceanes  meets  the-  Md  line  to  the 
North  Bend,  in  the  Stat^  of  piiio,  which  waa 
twice  read  and  committed. 

The  bill  for  altering  th^  time  of  holding  one 
of  the  terms  of  the  United  States'  courts  in  the 
District  of  Maine,  wa^  read  the  third  time  and 
passed* 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Rbba  propoaed  the  following  resolution  for 
adoption: 

•Raohedt  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  AfBurs 
be  isitnicted  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  taws  ef  the  United  States  over  those  parts  of 


the  SUtes  and  Territories  of  the  United  States,  to 
which  the  Indian  title  is  not  extinguished,  in  soch 
manner  as  that  all  white  persons  residing  within  any 
of  the  said  parts  of  the  United  States  may  and  ^halibe 
liable  to  the  operation  of  those  lawg.'' 

Mr.  R.  added,  that  if  the  petitions  which  had 
this  morning  been  preslented  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  had  been  read,  the  necessity 
of  taking  some  measure  similar  to  the  one  which 
he  pro{^osed,  would  have  been  evident  to  every 
member  of  the  House,  as  the  Indian  countries  are 
become  an  asylum  for  persons  gnilty  of  every 
enormity. 

Mr.  PicKBira  stated,  that  if  any  doqbt  existed  as 
to  the  propriety  of  passing  this  resoliition,  he 
would  call  tor  the  reading  oT  the  petitions  which 
he  had  presented.     ) 

Mr.  Wright  had  some  doabu  whether  the  iaWK 
of  the  (Jnitedf  States  did  not  at  present  extend  to 
cases  of  thi»  kind,  and  wished  the  resolution  to 
lie  on  the  table  until  the  subject  could  be  looked 
into. 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  a  case  bed  lately  occurred  in 
the  State  of  Georgia,  which  showed  the  necessity 
of  some  farther  provision  on  this  subject.  A  mur- 
der of  a  most  atk-ocious  kind  had  been  committed 
within  the  Indian  country ;  the  parties  were  taken 
near  the  spot,  and  brought  before  the  Federal  an* 
thority  in  Georgia ;  and  upop  a  questioh  of  juris* 
diction,  the  judges  decided  that  the  court  had  no 
authority  in  the  case. .  In  a  similar  instance,  the 
offetiders  w'ere  brought  before  the  State  authori- 
ties, which  determined  in  the  sama  way,  and  the 
ofienders,  of  Coarse,  were  in  both  cases  discharged. 

Mr.  Grundy  was  of  opinion  that  the  United 
States  courts  hady  at  present,  coinplete  jurisdic- 
tion of  all  criminal  eases  which  might  arise  with- 
in the  Indian  boundary,. the  case  cited  hy  thegen- 
.tleman  from  Georgia  noth withstanding;  but  he 
supposed  the  object  of  this  resolntioa  was  to  sap- 
ply  the  defecu  of  the  law  at  present  in  civil  cases. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTBit  had  no  doubt  bitt  the  courts  of 
the  United  States  had  jurisd ictj On  of  criminal  of- 
fences, committed  within  the  Indian  bonndary. 
Congress,  at  their  fintt  session,  made  Di^vision  for 
the  punishment  6f  offenders  charged  with  mnr- 
der.  piracy,  d^c^  commi|ted  oii  tbe  high  seas  qt 
without  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  But 
the  difficoltf  suggested  by  the  sentleAiaa  iVom 
Tennessee  exMted.  Persons  who  have  oommitted 
patty  offences  nnd  debtors  .go  over  to  the  Indian 
terrHoryj.  where  the  law  cannot  reach  iheifi.  He 
doubted  whether  the  reaolutioB'-waacalculiited  to 
reach  this  object,  and  therefore  wished  it  to  lie  on 
the  table  th^t  it  might  be  amended.  ; 

Mr.  Rnxii  hoped  he  might  be  permitted  tojadge 
for  himself  whether  the  reeointton  which  he  had 
offered  was  calculated  to  accomplish  the  object 
which  he  had  in  view.  His  colieagoe  had  inti* 
mated  thai  the  laws,  at  present,  extend  to  crimi- 
nal offences,  though  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
bad  stated  a  case  in  which  ttie  judges  had  deter- 
mined otherwise.  This  shows,  at  least,  tfaiat  the 
law  wants  revision,  not  only  with  respect  to  crim- 
inal, but  civil  matters.  He  bad  drawn  ^he  reso- 
lution in  the  most  general  terms. 
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Mr.  Bibb  could  oot  conceive  how  the  judges  of 
the  Federal  Court^  in  the  case  he  had  cited,  could 
have  decided  as^he^  did  with  the  law  which  had 
been  referred  to  betore  them.  Perhaps  it  might 
have  arisen  /rora  a  clause  of  the  Constkution, 
whiehdirects  that  jurors  shall  be  drawn  froin  the 
district  where  the  offence  is  committed. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

DOMESTICS  MANUFACTURES.     . 

Mr.  Rhsa  called  up  for  consideration  the  reso- 
lution which  he  laid  upon  the  table  yesterday  pro- 
posing an  additional  duty  on  coarsehemp  and  flax. 

The  resolution  was  considered,  and,  on  motion, 
the  words  ^  and  cotton/'  ifere  added  to  it,  l^  con- 
sent of  the  mover. 

Mr.  Grundy  observed,  that  several  detached 
resolutiojos  for  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
manufactures  bad  been  offered  tpihe  House.  He 
wished  the  adoption  of  a  proposition  which  should 
include  all  the  manufactures  of  the.  country.  He 
hoped  the  present  motion.might  lie  on  the  table  for 
a  few  davs,  until  such. a  proposition  could  be  prer 
pared,  it  is,  said  he,  an  object  of  great  magni- 
tude, when  we  consider  the  vast  sums  of  money 
which  have  lately  been' vested  id.^stubllshmenis 
of  this  kind  ;  and  the  present  is  :a  favorable  jno- 
inent  fpr  adopting  some  measures  to  give  our. 
manufactureii  couotenaniee^nd  support; 

Mr.  Rrba  could  notagree  to  the  proposed  pott- 
ponemetit*  He  should  never  obtain  his  object,rif 
he  were  to  agree  to  one  postponement  afief  ano- 
ther. His  colleague  could,  at  any  time,  submit  his 
proposition,  Without  hindering  the  progress  qf  the 
oi|e  he  had  introduced. 

After  some  conversatioD  as  to  the  propriety  of 
discussing  this  proposition  in  the  House, 

The  Speaker  decided,  thatr  though  there  is  a. 
rule  of  the  House  which  says  that  all  proposi- 
tions for  laying  a  tax  shall  be  discaussed  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  this  resolution,  in  his  opi- 
nion, did  not  come  within  that  rule, -as  it  was 
merely  an  instruction  to  a  CQpii|iittee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  oflayiiig  an  additional  tax. 

The  motion,  for  laying  (he  proposithm  o>n  the 
table,  was  carried,  51  to  47.  v     ^      .  ^  ■     , 

AMERICAN  BE>VMBN- 
Mr.  MrL.if0R  rosC)  an^  observed  there  was  no 
topic  more  important  than  the  protection  of  Amei^ 
lean  seamen,  and  vet. he  believed  it.wpuld  be 
acknowledged ,  by  all  who  have  given  considepa- 
tion  to  the  subject,  that  our  laws  on  this  subject 
ace  materially  defec&tive.  The  object  of  these 
laws  ought  to  be  twofold ;  in  the  first  place,  for  the 
protection  of  bona  fide  American  citizens,  and 
secondly,  for  the  prevention  of  the  abuse  of  those 
protections  by  citizenn  of  other  countries  not  en- 
titled to  them.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  act 
for  relief  of  American  seamen  miakes  it  the  duty 
of  the  collectors  to  furnish  certificates  of  citizen- 
ship in  the  manner  therein  directed;  but,  owing 
to  an  error  of  Congress,  no  manner  is  prescribed  ; 
and,  of  course,  the  eol)eetors  have  been  left  to  ac- 
cept of  iKicb  proof  as  they  deemed  sufficient,  or  to 
act  under  the  directions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 


Treasury,  which,  in  most  instances,  is  aa  untafe 
way  of  proceeding.  The  pedal  laws  of  the  Uoi 
ted  States  provide  no  punishment  ft>r  the  crime  of 
perjt^ry  in  these  oas^s.  A  recent  instance,  Mr. 
M.  said,  had  occurred  in  the  district  which  he  re- 
presented. An  Italian,  not  twenty  day^  in  tbe 
country,  appeared  before  a  notary  public,  claim- 
ing tbe  rights  of  an  American  seamen.  He  made 
the  necessary  oaths,  and  prodticed  a  sponsor  who 
swore  that  he  was  born  in  Baltimore.  The  tongue 
of  the  man  detected  the  falsehood.  The  eollect- 
pr.^th  that  attention  to  his  duty  for  which  he  is 
so' remarkable,  had  both  seaman  aixd  sponsor  ap- 
prehended. The  attorney  for  the  district  looked 
into  the  case^  and  found  the  crime  of  perjury  to 
be^ihe  falsely  taking; an  oath  aecordine  to  tbe 
laws  of  the  United  States ;  but  as  the  Ta#  was 
defective,  as  above  stated,  the  offenee  was  not 
perjury.  The  Attorney  General  confirmed  this 
opinion.  The  offenders,  therefore,  escaped  |nin- 
ishmenr.^  He  believed  other  amendmenu  laiffbt 
be  usefully  mttde  to  the  law  on  this  subject.  He 
concluded  by  offering  the  following  resoluttOD  for 
adoption.  Which  was  agreed  to : 

'*Re8obfedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire and  report  whether 'any*  and  wh<t  amendmenti 
are  neeessary  tp  the  laws  of  the  United  States  tvUtiog 
U>  the  pf  otebtion  of  American  seamen ;  and  that  the 
oommitiee  have  leave  to  rieport  by  biU  or  otherwise.'' 

Mr.  MiLif OR,  Mr.  Little,  Mr^  Reco,  Mr.  Bas- 
SQTT,  and  Mr.  PiTKilf,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee.      ' 


MoNOAY,  November  is. 

On  mdlion  of  Mr.  McKbe,  the  Coamittee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  what 
provision  ought  to  be  made  respecting  "the  loca- 
tion'of  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  west  of  tbe 
boundary  line  desi|;nated  by  tbe  aa(  of  the  third 
of  March,  1604,  with  leave-  to  report  by  bill,  or 
otherwise;- 

Mr.  Sbybert  presented  the  petttuWi  of  sbot- 
nanufactu^era  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  pro- 
tection. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  preseated  the  peticton  of  Jaoes 
Forrest,  of  New  York,  merchant,  stating  that  be 
had  debts  owing  to  htm  to  the  E^tisb  M^st  ladia 
Islands,  to  the  amount  of  twetKy-five  thousand 
dollars,  and  praying  to  be  allowed  toimjport  pro- 
duce from  them  to  that  amoaat.^^Rererre<i  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Maaufaetores. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  petition  presented 
last  session  on  the  subject  of  a  new  jail  at  Alex- 
andria, was  referred  to  the  Committee 'on  tbe 
District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morbow,  it  was 

ReBolvedf  That  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  Uth  instant,  on  so  much  of  the  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  relates  to 
the  opening  of  a  certain  r6ad  to  Vincennes,  be 
instructed  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  bylaw,  for  laying  out  two  roads,  agree- 
ably to  the  treaty  with  certain  Indian  tribes  held 
at  firownstown  in  1808. 

Mr.  Rbba  called  for  the  coBsideratioa  of  the 
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retolation  wlirch^hthad  laid  opiOD  the  uible  a.few 
days  ^o,  for  iDstructinf  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Maaufaetures  to  ioquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  eaepuragiiig  the  maDufa'cture' of 
coane  hemp^  flax,  titkd  eottoD ;  which,  being  agreed 
to,  isome  desultory  debate  (ook  place  for  aoTd 
against  agreeing  to  the  resolution.  It  ,^a5  object- 
ed to,  becaose  that  committee  had  alr^dy  the 
subjeet'Of  fAaoufactures  generally  referred  to  it, 
and  it  was  unnecessary. io  give  them  any  special 
inslraettons.  In  support  of  this  resolutipn,  it  was 
said  to  be  a  common  practice  to  send  4nstructi9ns 
to  committees;  tha^  it  bad. been  done,  a  few  days 
ago,  to  this  committee,  in  relation  to  the  encour- 
ageBBeol  of  iron  manufactures ;  thar^  without  such 
special  inatrbctions,  the  committee  mi^t  not 
hiire  tbeir  atieirtion  called  to  the. articles  ift  ques- 
tion; and)  besides  this,  it  was  wished  thi^t'tbe 
Hooap  sho^^  by  suoh  reference,  evince  their  dis- 
poaition  tp  en^durage  the  manufactures  of  our 
comtry.  <• 

After  the  debate  had  progres&ed  for  some  time, 
Mr.  Smiub  mored  that  the  resolution  .lie  on  the 
table,  which  was  agreed  to-^ayes  69. 

Tbe  House  went  into  a  pommittee,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  MoBftow,  on  the. bill  extending  the  time 
for  openioff  tbe  laajd"  offipe  in'  the.  Territory  of 
Orleans/  The  Committee ^re ported^  (he  bill'with- 
oot  amendqaeot,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading^ 

Go-  motion  of  Mr.  Findlet,  the  following  res6- 
latron  was  agrei^d  to : 

Resolved,  That 'the  Committee  of  Elebtiobs 
be*  instructed  to  prepare  and  report,  a  bill  for  re^- 
olacing  tbe  proceedings,  and  taking  evidence  in 
eases  of  contested  elections- of  members  of  this 
Hoose.  '     ;  - 

.EXPENPITURE  OP  PIJBLIC  MONEr.  * 
Mr.  Rakdolpji  aaked^  for  the  consideration  of 
the,  raaolaiion  which  he  lai.d  on*  the  table  some 
days  a^,  directini^  the  a|)poiptmentof  a  ^ooftmSt- 
tee  to  inquire  into  the  expenditure  of  public  mo- 
n^y ;  wfaioli,  being  itgreed  id,  Mr.  R.  trdsted  there 
iMMild  be  ao  differeoee  pf  opiniorf  as  to  the  prp- 
pnety  of  agr^i^  to  this  resolution.*  But,  before 
the^ote  was  taJtea,  he  vo^Id  stale  ^o  the  {louse, 
bf  way  of  explaaation,  the  result  of  a  fortnerin- 
^icy..  At  thefirM  se^ion  of  the  11th, Congress, 
a  reportof  aepmmitieeiyas-made,in  part,  on  this 
<al9ect«  [This  report  Mr.  R.read.'  It  statics  that, 
owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  seteion,,  complete 
informaiioa  on  the  subject  could  adtvbe  obtained.] 
As  tbe  session  lasted  but  dix.  weeks,  tbe  committee 
had  DO  reason  to  .complain^  that  the  information 
required  was  tilot  obtaiiked.  An  expectation  was 
enteruined  that  it  would  be  giren  at  the  next 
aessioD.  But  the  committee  have  reason,  to  com- 
plain  that  tbe  information  which  was  jg^iv^,  was 
mltc^tber  difierent  from  that  which  was  asked. 
Thk  Wfs  represented  to  the  departments,  and  a 
anme  satisfactory  report  was  promised  at  the  en- 
s«ing  seasioi^.  Mr.  'R.  said,  the  course  pursued 
at  the  first  session,  under, the  present  President, 
had  been  the  same  which  was. adopted  at  the 
clott  of  Mr.  Adams's  Administration.  At  the 
12th  Con.  Ist  Sess.— 12 


following  session  of  Congress,  the  person  who 
was  appointed  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the 
first  session,  was  unable  to  attend;  but  it  was  a 
gratification^ to  him  to  find,  thar^the  subject  was 
taken  up  by  an  honorable  colleague 'of  his,  to 
whom  the  State  of  Virginia  had  been  ra6re  than 
once  indebted  for  the  luminous  reports  on  her 
fiscal  c^cerns;  but  nothing  was  effected.     To 
show  how  different  the  information  received  was. 
fVom  that  asked  for,  Mr.  R.  proposed  to  read  a 
short  letter.    The  object  of  the  committee  was, 
to  know  in  what  way  this  Pursers  of  the  Navy 
recei;ved  their  money,  and  wbar  was  the  ainount 
'of  their  "emoluments.    The  answer  they  received, 
stated'*^  that  the  advances  niade  to  Pursers  are  by 
wa^anu  drawn  on  the  ^Treasury,  sometimes  by 
Ravy  agems,"  &>c*    We  inquired,  said'  he,  what 
were' their  emoluments,  oth^  than  those  allowed 
b%  law!?    Answer ;  '^  they  arise  from  a'certain  per 
centtfge  upon  a/o^  detailed  to  the  seamen."    It 
may  not  be  amiss,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  inform  country 
gentlemen  that,  by  aZopa,  aire  meant  ready-made 
clothing,  &cl    It  was  scarcely  possible  to  have 
given  a  more  evasive  answer.    We  asked,  What 
were  their  emoluments?    They  answer,  ^a  cer* 
tain  :per  cefhtage  fixed  by  the  department;"  but 
what  that  per  cent,  was,  the  committee  was  left 
to  find  out  by  instinct.    It  had  been  understood 
that  large  sums  of  money  were  advanced  to  these 
JPursers,  who  laid  it  out  in  slops,  which  they  re- 
tailed to  the  seamen  at  an  advance,  in  som^  in- 
stances, of  twenty  per  cent  I  This  was  a  fact,  Mr. 
R^  said,  which  ought  to  be  looked  into.    It  was 
essential  ^'  tke  r«ppthtiop  of  the  Gavemment, 
essential « to  its  -honor, 'indispensable  to  the  fair 
fatne  of  those  who  administer  the  finances  of  tbe 
United  States,  that  abuses,  such  as  these,  should 
be  probed  to  the  ^ofcick,  to  show  to  the  world,  that, 
if  we  cannot  govern  thesceat  beasts,  the  mam- 
moths of  the  forest,  )^e  can,  at  'least,  poison  the 
rats*.  And  whose  moo ey,  asked  Mr.  R.  is  this?  It  is 
the  people's  money ;  it  coqries  from  the  pockets  of 
the  people  of  the  United  6ta(es.  Wheq  bespoke  of 
thisabuse  of  public  money,  he  wished  no  gentleman 
to  understand  him  as  speakings  of  the  abuse  linder 
this,  that,  or.  the  other  Pcestd^nt  of  the  United 
Stales.   H^  considered  them  all  as  of  one  deacrip- 
'tipu  of  people ;  and  it' was  not  less  necessary  to 
ftoard  agaiost ,  abuses  in  a  country  where  the 
President  is  elected  by  the  people,  than  in  a  coun- 
try Where  be  ia  put  over  thein. .  He  would  dare 
to  question  the  iofalKbility  of  all,  and.  look  upon 
all  with  jeatonsy  aM  distrust.    He  wished  not, 
howei^er,  to  be  changed  with  that  mistaken  op- 
position to  tl^e  Qovemment,  which  determines  to 
exhibit  abuses  for  the  sake  of  doinsr  s/o ;  or  with 
shutlibg  his  eyes  to  tbe  abuses  of  ThomoB,  wh^e 
thev  are  opeii  to  the  abuses  prJohn.   Mr.  R.  said, 
he  had  .no  interest,  distinct  from  the  interest  of 
his  couqtry.    With  respect  to  princes  and  poten- 
tates, the  only  favor  he  had  to  ask  of  them,  was, 
that  they  would  keep  their  hands  out  of  his  pocket 
and-  off  hvs  person,  and,  to  use  a  homely  phrase, 
''  if  they  would  lei  him  alone,  he  would  (et  them 
alone.'' 
Under  these  circumstances)  Mr.  R.  asked  the 
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House  if  it  were  not  necessary  for  a  committee 
to  be  appointed  to  probe  into  this  busioe^?  He 
wished  to  state,  before  he  sat  dawn,  thrat  he  had 
leftrnt,  soon  after  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  caipe  into  office,  the  per  c6ntage  of  the 
Purse/s  was  r«()aced  from  twenty  td  four  or  five 
per  cent,    .  '      "    \  ^ 

The  resolution  Was  unanimously  agreed  to,  atid 
ft  comtnittee  of  seven  appoinfted,.  as 'follows: 
Messrs.  Randolph,  (h)Lt>,  McKim,  Roberts-, 
JoHiffiON,  Law,  and  WiDGBRY.      .      ' 

C0MM0B04E  WHIPPLE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmados,  the  HoCwe  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole^  on  the  btil  for  the 
relief  of  Abraham  Whipple,  late  a  C»pt«in  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States.  The  Committee 
filled  up  the  blanks,  and  repbcted  the  bill  to  tke 
JEIouse.  Some  oppbsition  was  made  to  its  pas- 
sage, on  the  ground  that,  if  any  provision  yas 
made  for  ibose  Eevolufionary  services,  ittnight 
to  be  ^ne  generally,  and  not  ^^eiect  individual 

^ases;  when  there  were  mtny  others  ec^naUyfaftrd. 
In  fav.or  of  the  l>ill,  it  was  toid,'  thia  being  the 
case  of  B  sea-officer,  fox  wHicfa  no  provisuoa  had 

•been  made.at  the  close  of4hewar,no  injury.eould 
arise  from -the  precedent:  that  it  was  b  case  cim- 
ilar  to  Commodore  Hardie%  who  Jiad  been  al- 
lowed a  pension  from  the-  fund  which  had  been 
provided  by  law  in  1800,  from  the  Gtoveriimenl's 
ahbre  of  prizes  taken  at  sea,  from  which  this  al- 
lowance was  meant-also  to  be  taken.'  The  bill 
was  ordered  to-be  engco^sed — yeas  71,  nay  a  3i,  as- 
follows:  -/      ' 

^YsAs— r-SUTenton  Atcfaer,  John  Baker,  Jpatah 
Bartlett,'  ilurwell  Baise^t,  Abijah  Bigelow.  Harmanut 
Bleecker,  Jaaies  Brpc|Lenridge,  WiUiam  Dutler,  John 
C.  Calhoun,  Epapbroditus  Champiad,  Langdon  CheToa, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  Jonn  Clopton, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  i)aw- 
8on,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  DinsmooF,  Ellas  Earie, 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomas  GhoUon,  Thomas  R.  Gt^Id,  Peterson  Goodwyn,- 
Isaiah  L.  preen,  Joha  A»  Harper,  John  P.  Hunger- 
ford;  Richard  Jackson,  Jan.;  Joseph  Kent,  A^ner  La* 
cock^  Lyman- Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  ran.,  PeterLittle, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Liringston,  Willifim  Lowndes,  WtRiam 
McCoy,.  Samuel  McKee,  James  Milnorj  Samuel  I^ 
Mitehfil,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Moaete^r, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  NeWton,  Stephen  Ormabyi^Jo- 
•eph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  P^,  TteMHhy 
Pitkin,  Jan.,  Jamea  Pleasants,  jun.,  Peter  B.  Porter; 
WiUam  Reed,  H^ry  M.  Ridgely,  John  Samf,  Adam 
Sejbert,  Pbiiip  Stuart,  Silaa  Bt^w,  Lewia  B.  Sturgas, 

.Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamfai  TalImadge,,Peleg  Tall* 

.  man,  Uri  Tracnr,  George,  M.  iWp,  Pierre  Van  Cort* 
tondt,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wil- 

,aon,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright— 71. 

Nats — Willis  Alstop,  William  Anderson,  Daniel 
Avery,  Eaekiel  Bacon,  WiUiapi  W.  Bibb,  Thomas 
Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham, ,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Borwelt,  William  Crawibrd,  Roger  Davis, 
William  Findley,  Mes>ack  Franklin,  Boiling  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  Willkm  R.  King,  Joseph  Lefever,  Aaron  tyle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  Alexander  McKun, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Josiah  Qoin.ey,  John 
Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneier  Sage,.  Ebeneaer 


Seaver,  John  Qmilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Cbariea  Turner,. jun.,  Robert  WhitdaU, 
and  David  R.  WiUiama— 34. 

.  Mr.  Pawsom  observed  that, as  there  appeared  t 
large  majority  in  favor  of  this  claidn',  he  woald 
ofiel'  a  resoliidion.  which  he  hoped  irould  be  ac- 
ceptable td  the  Honse  s  *.  ;  * 
•  **  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  Ae  ext>ediency  of  making  provision  by  law 
for  the  relief  of  inflrht  and  superannuated  officen  and 
soldiers  of  the  late  R^voliltionarj  army;  and  of  Ihe 
present  Anny  of  the  United  States,  and  report  by  bill 
<n^  othet^iae. 
Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 


TiTEspAT,  Novemi>er  19,. 
lit.  Obolson  and  Mr.  Sags  were  appelated  on 
the  pDmioittee  of.ClfiiDs,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
BASBMTt'  and  Mr*  Botlbb^  wfao^jaere  Rented 
horn  serving  on  that  oommltee/. 

•  •Mr.  JENNING9  ofiered  the  following  reaoiotioa 
to  the  coDsideMtion  of  the  -Hooae,  whieh  was 
agreed  to: 

Resolved^  That  the  Conmiueeon  P«blie  Lands 
be  and  ihey  are^^ereby  directed  teinqiiire  into  the 
ezi^edieney  of  attaching  to  tlie  dialnct  of  Jeffisr* 
sonville,  so  much  of  the  la%^  ceded  to  the  United 
States  at  Fort  Wayn^,  on  Che  3Qth  of  Septaaiber, 
180^  as  lies  adjoining  to  thenid  dia^et,  and  east 
of  the  second  principal  yneritiiim  established  in 
the  Indiana  Territory.  ,r 

Mr,  Beaver  presented  a  peti^tOQ  from  eertaio 
merchants  of  Maa8aehasetls,aBd  Mr.  PiTCtii  ftorn 
^others  of  Connecticut, praying  for  leave  to  iarport 
^oodft  ordered  fr^mElngland  before  the  Presideat's 
procUmallon'was  isaued^'^Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

•  The  foHowing  engrossed  bills  wei'e  read  t  third 
time  and  parsed,  viz:  A  bill  to  extend  the  time 
for  openihg  tl^  several laadolkea eauMished in 
the  Territory  of  Orleans ;  and  a  biH  fo^  the  relief 
of  Abraham  Whipple,  late  a  eaptato  in  the  Naff 
of  the' United  States.     . 

Mn  Dawson  called  opibr  censideratioB  tktres- 
olotien  wh^b  he  yesterday  laid  apoA  the  tajMe, 
for  appbintiog  a  aele<:t  commiuee* to*ioi|Uire  into 
the  expediency  pf  making'  proviaioo  hy  1*^  ^ 
Infirm,  (Jisabied;  arid  Mperannuated  oinetfs  aad 
soldiers  of  the  Revolaiibharyatfd  •present  Arm^r. 
It  was  donsideced'tfhd  agreed  te,|Withoat  a  dirt- 
sion. .  The  comoiittee  oonaistaof  seven  members, 
viz:  Mr.Daw80N^Mr.BLOO!ft,Mr.'Bi7TL«R,Bdr. 
DAVBNpoaT,  Mr.  OansBT,  Mr.  QobD,^  M««  Fiex. 

TERRITOftY  OF  L9UISU.NA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rbba,  the  Hovae  went  iato 
a  Commfttee  of  }he  Whole,  oA  the  bill  for  the 
government  of  the  Territory  of  LoBtsiaBa.  Tbe 
bill  hein;  read  byparagiaphs,  Mr.  FfsK  moved  to 
strike  out  the  words  in  theiifth  seettOBof  the  bill, 
which  make»it  necessary  for  pereona  to  be  ^Vf^ 
session  ofa  freehold  to  ha  V6k  a  right  to  vote.  Ttm 
motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ranpolpb,  ob  pria- 
ciple.  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length,  in  whith 
he  aavocated  the  f^eehol^  qaalification  for  votecs. 
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The  mouoD  was  oppoted  abo  by  Mr.  RnkA,  as 
aaneo^nary  for  the  attaimneot  of  the  mover's 
ohjeoc ;  zh  he  stat^  the  qualificattoii'  for  roters 
was  twofold— oae  wa^  the  poss^ioo  *oi  a  free- 
boTd,  1^  mher'a  residence  m  a  year  preyiims  to 
the  time  of  eiectioii. 

Mr.  ^oiicDExtER  made  k  motion,  which'  super- 
seded that  of  the  gentlemao  fr6m  Vermooti  to 
strike  oat  all  that  part  of  the  section  which  de- 
iaed  the  quali^eatioD  of  roters,  and  insert^  ^  every 
free  white.  male^eitbBeii  residing  in  tite  said  Ter- 
ritory, who  shall  hare  attained  theage  of  twenty- 
oae  years^  and  paid  a  t^.? 

Thisamendaeat  wasxlebated  till  thtfasoal  hoar 
of  adjournment,  when  the  Commjttee  i:ose  with- 
out taking  the  qoestion,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
agMii. 

This  dehate,  thoogh^protractt d  to  considerable 
leBgtb,  easbractd  a  very  narrow  question,  ^12 : 
wheibtr  it  is  betler  to  require  voters  to  hold  free- 
koM  peperty,  or  to  suier  every-  man  to  possess 
the  privifeg^of  voting^ho  har  arrived  Xo  the  age 
of  twesty-one  years.  Asalreadystated^Mr.  Ran^ 
DOLTB  took  the  first  ground,  and  inttodoeed  the 
praetioe  of  Virginia  tashow  that  it  was  attended 
wi  Ik  the  best  effects.  Mr.  Fiax,  Mr.  Whiobt, 
Mr.  Smhjg,  And  Mr..PaiNDBrrBR,  took  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  qqestion.  They  argued  that  life 
aad  liberty  are  superior  to  properrv-rthlit  these 
are  d«arer  to  the  Mor  man  than  all  the  property 
of  ck^  rich.  Mr.  WRfGQT  said,  that  the' State  of 
Marf  Jand  had  tried  the  property  qualificatioa  for 
Toitiag^  had  foand  it  attended  with  bad  effects,  and 
had  new  abandoned  it.'  It  was  formerly  required 
thmt  a-votef  should,  be  possessed  of  propMy  to  the 
valse  of  thirty  pounds  $  so  thatifa  miin  possessed 
a  horw  of  that  vmloe,  he  was  emitled  to  a  vote ; 
b«t  if  the  horse  iwppened  to  die  before  the  elec- 
tion, ke  loA  to  privilege,  which  wis  placing  the 
right  in  the  hone  ivstead  of  the  mofi.  As  to  free- 
hold qiialiieations,they were- evaded  too  by  deeds 
made  lor  tke  occasion^  Which  were  afterwards 
caaeeiled.  ' 

Mr.  Raiiik)Lph,  in  combatting  the  principle  of 
vaWeiaal  suffimge,  said  thai  it  Wb^  impossible  for 
tlw  fanttmaa  himself,  (alluding  to*  Mr.  Smiub,) 
or  any  pipia^hot  mij^mner-fronra  Jacdbin  club^ 
for  any  disciple  of  l\nn  Faine  or  of  theDevU^ 
ta  oarrf  this^priaefpteof  equaltt^to  its  foil  extent; 
Hr  eras  thej  mosr  eveiude  from  its  opemtion 
■iiaors  aad  femlcs.    He  also  took  occasion  to 

E)aoiia^  a  strong  philippic  against  fi>reigiiecs 
ring  may  part  ra  the  Qoventment.  Mr.  Smilib, 
IB  bis  r«]>ly,paid  a  tribute  of  respect  io. the  mem* 
ory  €ft  Paine,  on  account  ofk'n  valuable  political 
writiogflu  Which  had  keen  considered  a»  highly 
aanriaeaola  in  the  Revolution,  and  which  wtuld 
always  be  eeteamad  wherever  the  n^Ata  of  man 
are  apdarstood,  and  reminded  him  of  the  foreign* 
era  who  had  assisted  in  fighting  our  Jl^volution* 
avy  battles.  <Mi.  Randolph. justified  his  allusijm 
to  Paiae ;  said  he  was  sorrv  the  gentleman  had 
not  reeoHetAed  his  ^  Age  or  Reason,'*  as  well  as 
his  ^^Rightsof  Man ;"  and  as  to  anv  services  which 
be  faadared  by  kie  writings,  he  thought  little  of 
Umol    The  keroes  angaged  in  that  great  cause 


did  not  need  the  ausistaoce  of  an  English  stay- 
fiuJcer.'  In  reply,  Mr,  Smilie  said,  he  never  inter- 
fered with  a  roan's  religious  opinion ;  that  was  a 
privdte  concern,  which  lay  between  €k>d  and  a 
.man'j^own  conscience;  and  as  to  the,  profession 
of  Paine,  that,  he  apprehended,  would  never  lessen 
the  value  of  bis  writings. 


^     Wednbsdat,  November  20. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Aecbibalo  McBbtde, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  LiTTLB  presented  a  memorial  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  religioua  socieTy  of  Friends,  of 
4he  yearly  meetina-  held  in  Baltimore,  for  the 
Westerp  Shore  of  Maryland,  the  adjacent  parts 
of  Pennsylvania, ^Virgibia/ and  Ohio,  stating  that 
an  extensive  traMc  is  carried  on  in  negroes  and 
people  of  color,  from  the  Middle  to  the  Sotithern 
States,  in, violation  of  the  law  prohibiting  the 
Africa  slaye  trade ;  and  that  many  free  people 
of  color  are  kidnapped,  carried  off,  and  held  in 
slavery,  by  persons  engaged  in  the  traffic  above 
mfeationep$  and  praying  the  interfer^ee  of  Con- 
gress" therein. — Keferred.to  the  Committee  of 
C6mmerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  eighth  instant,  presented  a  billfpr  the  ap« 

Sortiontnent  of  representatives  among  the  several 
•tates,accordihg  to jthe third  ea^meration;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  cotoimitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTBR  preseated  a  petition  of  the  in-, 
habitants  of  West  Florida,  praying,  for  the  rea- 
sons therein  stated,  that  'Vf^est  Flortdtf  be  annexed 
lo,  and  governed  by,  the  laws  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory. — Ordered  to  He  on  the  taWe. 

Mr.  MiLNOTR  stated  that  the  present  compeasa- 
tioa  to  witnesses  who  are  bom  polled  to  appear  ia 
the xoart^  of  the  Uaited  Stales  is  very  iaadeqaate. 
Several  distressing  cases  of  this  kindkad  occurred 
Jn  Peniisylvania.  To  remedy  the  evil,  ilr,  M. 
proposed  the  adoptlbn  of  thefoUowing  lesolatioa : 

<•  BsMftdt  That  a  oommittee  be  appohitad  to  bi- 
qni^  int^  die  expedieb^'  of  providingrl^  law,  ibr  the 
oempeasatioa  of  witaesses  held  aadar  reeogaisaate  to 
give  testiwtftiy.ia  eriminal  pressnatinai  ia  ceurbi  of  the 
Uaited  8lates»wilk  leave. tajaport  by  bill.or  o4ker« 
wse.  >        '    ^  t 

Agreadto^' and  a oommitiee of  tkreeaapoiated, 
viz:  Mr..MitJfOB,  Mr.  Qooi^BON.  aad  Mr.  Met- 

OlLP. 

TsaaaaATJ  November  21. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Elisra  R.  Poma, 
from  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Sbvbbrt  presented  a  petition  of  John  H. 
and  Joseph  Cresson,  merchants,  of  Philadelphia, 
to  the  same  efiect  with  the  petition  of  William 
Dean. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commeree 
and.  Manufactures. 

Mr.  FiNOLBT,  from  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, to  whom  was  referred  ^he  petition  of  John 
Taliaferro,  contesting  the  election  of  Jo^N  P. 
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HoNOERroBD,  mtck  a  report  thereon  j  which  iras 
read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  WliOle 
on  Monday  next.  .  ' 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  Rebecca 
Hodgson,,  widow  and  adnMni9tcatrix  of  Jofteph 
Hodgsoik'deeeased,  praying  compensation  for  the 
loss  of  a  brick  house,  the  property  of  the  petitkui- 
er's  husband,  which  was  leased/  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  occupied  as  ^n' office  for  the  War  De- 
partment, and  was  burned  .down  Vhfl^t  iq  the 
occupancy  aforesaid.— Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims.  .»       •      . 

Mr.  Sbtbebt,  from  the  Committee  of  Rerisal 
and  Unfinished  Busines^  noade  a  report,  in'  part, 
of  snch  matters  of  basinets*  aa  were  depending 
and  ondetifrmlned  at  thf  close  of  the  last  seAipo 
of  Congce88.^-OrdeFed  'to  lie  on  the  tabU. 

ADDITIONAL  DUTIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhba,  the  House  took  up  foi: 
consideration  t he  ^  resolution  wKich  he  had  snb* 
mitted  some  days  ago,' proposing'  to  insttnct  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufaqtuies  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of , laying  fa  addi- 
tional duty  on  coarse  n^anufactures  of  hemp,  fii^x, 
and  cotton.  .  J       ■ 

This,  resolution  produced  a  long  desultory  de- 
bate, which  occupied  the  House  the  whole  of  the 
day,  withopt  coming  to  any  decision  upon  4t. 

Mr.  Stabfobd,  on  the  ground .  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commex^e  and  ^Manufactures  had  al- 
ready this  subject  under  consideration,  moved  «n 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  pesolulioo. 

This  motion  was  negatived,  58  to  48. 

Mr.  King  pcobosed  an  am^ndm^nt.  He  ex- 
pressed Jiimself  friendly  to  the  rettolntiOn  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  and  to  the^eoura|^ 
ment  of  domestic  maaufacturc;9  ^nerayy.  Hi^ 
amendment  was  in  th^ following  words: 

'<  And  also  into  the.  ekpedic«<$y.  of 'laying  a  dot^^  an 
the  importation  of  ia^  with  aatiiori^  to  report  by  biU 
or  qthenrise.". 

Mr.  K.  observed,  that  tkjs  w^a  an  ^article  of 
general  conMiroptton,  and  i,u  manufacture  ought 
to  be  encouraged ;  as  it  was  known  wkat  difficul- 
ties this  country  had  experieacediand  mi^htaffain 
e^perienee,  when  placed  in  a  situation  in  which 
B  sufficiency  of  salt  could  not  be  'olKained.'  He 
hoped,  therefore,' his  amendment  would  bemgreed 
to.       '  .        ,  .    '        .     , 

Mr.  Smilig  was  afraid  the  Hooae  was  geCtiB|f 
into  a  practice  that  would  produce  great  trouble 
and  confusion,  by  departing  from  the  usual  and 
settled  mode  of  proceedii^g.  It  had  always  been, 
deemed  irregular,  when  a'anbjeet  was  committed, 
to  bring  it  forward  in  the  House/belbre  the  com- 
mittee made  its  report^  Look  at  onr  situation, 
said  he.  A  gentleman  proposes  a  tax  -on  manu- 
fiictuies  of  cotton,  another  on.  salt.  £very  gen- 
tleman has  his  favorite  manufacture  which  he 
wishes  encouraged,  so  that  an  armful  of  resolu- 
tions will  be  thrown  ipto  the  hands  of  this  com- 
mittee. Mr.  S.  said  he  was  friendly  to  the  man- 
Bfaetures  of  oQr  country,  and  was  willing  to  give 
them  every  Bid ;  but  he  did  not  wish^  m  doing 
this,  to  break  through  established  rules.    If  gen- 


tlfemen  would. suspend  their, remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject until  the  Committer  of  Qommeroe  and  Mai- 
ufaotures-'roake^ their  repgrt,  they  will  then  have 
a  fair  opportuiiity  of  deliyering  their  sentiraents 
fully,  and  of  supportin^^  jBBch  particc^lar  BBBoiac- 
tures  as  they,  tnay  deem  of  fnost-  importaoct  to 
the  c6uBtrjr.  He  hoped  that  neither  the  amend- 
meni  nor  die  fie^olution  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  AlbtoH  considered  the  gentlemta  from 
Pennsylvania  BtHs^taken  aa  to  the  rale  and  practice 
of  the  House.  If  tbe^  dootrine  which  he  bmub- 
taina  were  cc^rrcictr  gen tlemeii  might  be  detettd 
iKkefiecting  the  objects  which  they  have  in  view, 
b  was  only  to  refer  a  subject  to  a  comauttee )  ^ad 
,  if  a  DMipritv  of  that  committtce  were  nafrit adly, 
and  either  failed' to  report^  or  reported  inimicallf, 
the  friends  of  the  measure  might  be  defeated, 
though  there  were  a  mijorily  £h  the  House  in  its 
favor*  It  was  a  aomtaipa  prac tico,  Mr.  A.  said,  to 
refer  a  eubjeeC  g^erally  to  a  committee,  aad 
afterwards  instruct  ikeiii,^^  reaolatioD|  aa  to  par- 
ticular liriBknclies  «f  the  aubjeet* 

Mr.  Nbwton  (the  Chairman  of  the  Gommttt^ 
of  Commerce  and  MaDUfactures)  aaid,  the  so^ct 
of  niavufactiires  was  coosidcred  as  being  gener- 
ally before  ^ftem,  and  he  knew  it  to  be  the  inten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  tak^up  the  maMer  com- 
prehensively ;  and  if  any  gestlenuin  shall  think 
proper  to  give  them  information  reapectioe  any 
,  particular  manufacture,  either  orally  or  in  writing, 
they  will  be  glad  to  receive  it,  Mr,  N.  thought 
thegebtleman from  North Caroltna(Mr.ALaTOii) 
was  mistake!),  whtn  he  said  that  a  joemmittee 
had  the  power  of  defeatingthe  purposes  of  mem- 
bers ;  becatise,  whenever  a  repqrt  v^aa  naade,  it 
>^was  in  the  powc^r  of  a  ipaj^rity^of  the  House  to 
amend  it,  and  nuike  it  just  what  they  please. 

Ms.  €Idin£T  was  in  favor  of  the  amendmeBt 
offered^y  the  gentleman  from  Plonh  CaroUaa, 
(Mr.  King.)  Mi^  thanked  him  for  be iaging  it  ief- 
ward.  Some  of  his  coostituenta,  men  who  lived 
on  the  sandbanks  of  the  couatryi  w^^  dk«pl|  in- 
terested in  ftie  manufacture  of  ^alt,  ^nli  1^  bean 
nearly  ruined  hy  the  repeal  of  il^  doty  oa  that 
article.  He  was  friendly  to  a  duty  oa  salt,  as  it 
was  more  equal  and  less  felt  io  thepayaieatthaa 
any  other,  and  he  )iad  alvniiys  thought  it  strange 
that  the  duty  had  been  repealed* 

Mf>»  Macon  thought  the  propoaiti^on  to  tax  this 
neeessarv  of  life,  at  a  time  Whftf  it  ia  probahle  we 
may  £nd  a  diSculty  in  proaamg  it  im  auffipieai 
qiAantity,  was.  very*  ill-timed.  .  Tike  repoal  <A  this 
duty:  had  been  called  -strange.  He  thought  it 
would  have  bees  more  aCraoge  hAd  Congreaaooa 
tinned  the  duty  when  the  Treaaory  waa  not  in 
need  of  the  money  arising  from  It.  If  therrwai 
any, thing  strange  in  ihe  buaiiK^  it  was  tha 
there  should  htfve  been  any  oppoaitioit  to  the  re 
peal.  Mr,  M.  agreed  with  the  remark  OMkfle  by  i 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  aooie  days  ag< 
that  uxes,  to  be  just,  ought  to  be  equal.  Woub 
a" tax  on  salt,  he  asked,  l>e  equal  ?  It  certainli 
would  not.'  People  on  the  seaeoaat  would  m 
feelJu  Their  cattle  would  refuao  it,  if  giTen  t 
them.  The  interior  of  the  oonutry,  the  peopi 
from  BSaist  to  West,  would  have  to  beitr  the  weigl 
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of  this  tax..  But  the  ^eotlemaD  from'  Massaeha- 
setts  says  the  repealing  of  this  djuty'ruined  ^is 
coDstitaeots,  ^nrho  lire  on  the  sandbaakB  of  the 
«oontry.  He  would  not  consent,  howejrer,  to  ,taz 
the  people  of  his  part  of  th^  country,  Hrin?  on 
sanfil^nls,  to  support  that  j^eotleoian  s  safldbank 
•coDstitoents. 

Bat  thi^  dutj,  it  is  said,  is  to  be>  laid  to  en- 
-coarage  manufactures.  ^Why  this  great  cry  about 
domestic  manufactures?  He  thought  th.ey  had 
alr^dy  sufficient  encouragement  from  the  pr^'ent 
situation  of  thin^  The  President  had  recom- 
mended  the  subject  to  the  qdnsideratioa  of  the 
House,  and  be  -  had  no  doubt  the  '-commletee,  to 
whom  it  had  been  referred,  would  do  ^hat  is 
proper  en  the  subject.  Mr.  M.  wished  to  know 
for  what  purpose  this  additi^n^l  duty  is  wanted. 
If,  said  he,  it  be  wanted  for  goin^'  to  war,  let  us' 
know  it.  For  his  part,  he  had  heard  so  much 
about  war  formerly,  that  he  hardly  thought  we 
shoulfl  ir«t  at  it  now, 

Mr.  M,  said,  on  a  former  occa^ioB,  when  the 
cocmtry-was  in  «  situation  something  like  the 
present,  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  so  alarm^ 
ed  lest  salt  sufficient  cou^d  not*  be  hsid,  that  he 
proposed  a  bounty  on  its  -  importation.  Whaty 
said  Mr.  M.,  will  be  the  effect  Of  a  proposition 
for  taxing  salt  in  the  cot^ntry  ?  He  had  no  doubt 
that,  in  the  Southern  States,  it  would  imme- 
diately raise  the  price  of  the  article  at  Peters^ui^ 
nnd  Fayetterille.-  On  this  account,  he  hop^d^  n 
the  House  did  not  mean  to  lay  a  tat'^on  salt,  that 
the  proposition  would  be  immediately  discardecK 
For  himself,,  he  Would  sooner  consent  to  a  liand 
or  poll  tax  than  a  tax  on  salt. 

Mr.  SMiUE^mored  a  postponement  of  the  reso- 
lution omil  thte  irst  Monday  ih  Februarv  next. 

This  motion  was  debated  at  some-lengtn.  3ome 
who  wished  to  Tote  for  it,  wished  the'  proposition 
for  a  tax  on  silt  to  bfi  disconnected  with  the  ori-. 
gina!  propositioik 

Mr.  Kino  withdrew' his  amendment.  But  he 
eould  not  help  expressing  his  listonishn^eht  at  the 
alarm  which  had  been  excited  by  a  mere  propo- 
sition to  submit  ap  in(|uipy  to  a  committee^  He^ 
4id  not  propose  to  tax  salt,  but  he  wished  the  sub- 
lect  to  have  been  committed,  that  a  repoi't  might 
haTe  been  had  on  the  sUbjeot.  He  was  far  from 
dAsiring  to  bene&t  one  part  of  the  country  to  the 
injary  of  another,  or  from  offering  any  disrespect 
to  the  Committee  of  Gomminrce  and  MAntuac- 
loses;  hot  be  wished  to  see  how  far  Congress 
were  disposed  to  encourage  tl^  maBufhctures-  ef 
<«r  eooatry  in  preferenee'  to  thoee  of  AiireigB  na- 


be  offered.  •  It  would  be  showing  respect  to  the 
movers,  would  not  decide  upon  their  merits,  and 
^he  committee  would  act  upon  them  as  their 
thought  proper.  If  a  contrary  course  be  pursued, 
gentlemen  who  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  Con- 

Sress  to  particular  kinds  of  manufacture,  will 
are  to  be  constantly  Uoubling  the  committee  to 
wliom  the  subject  is  referred,' which  might  prove 
very  unpleasant,  both  to  the  members  ofthe  com- 
mittee and  to  the  gentlemen  who  feh  it  their  dutr 
to  apply  to  them.  He  hoped  the  House  would, 
therefore,  act  upon  the  resolution. 

The  question  on  pfostponement  was  negatived 
bjt  yeas  and  niay^— 64  to  46.   .  .    • 

l^he  resolution  came  again  under  consideration.  . 
Successive  ainendments  ^ere  m&de  to  it.  The 
word  cooTfewas  struck  odt,  and  tne  articles  of 
wool  and  lead  were  added,  i  Salt  was  asaia  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  duiNCT,'  but  nega,tived— 59  to  54. 
Iron  wipe  Ind  files  were  proposed  to  be  added ; 
blit  the  u>ual  hour  df  adiournnient  having  arrived, 
a  motion  was  made  and -carried  to  adjourn,  before 
the  questidn  on  this  proposition  was  decided. 


Mr.  BuawuL  was  p£  opinion  that  the  proposed 
paBtponemear  would  not  iinswer  the  purpose  in- 
tcaM  ;  for,  when  the  d^y  arrived  to  wfaieb  the 
fcsololion.waa  referred,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee woold  not  ftril  to  call  it  ujjr,  perhaps,  twenty 
<imes  in  the  course  of  the  session.  He  nad  said 
he  would  stick  by  it,  and  no  one  vrould  doubt  his 
pcise verance  to  obtaiti  his  objecf.  Mr.  B.  thought 
It  would  be  the  better  coatse,  and  would  save 
much  f rouble  in  the  Hous^,  to  refer  this,  and 
every  other  resolution  of  the  kind  which  might 


'FBiiuY,iNoveml)er22.       ' 

Another  membef^  to  wit ;  Enwiit  0RAt,  from 
Virginia,  appeared;  |>roduced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,. and  took' hisseittJ 

Mr.  PotNOEXTER,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed the  fourteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Josiab  H^  Webb ;  which  wat  read  twice, 
-aod  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  ttext^ 

Mr.  K^BV  presented  .a  petition  of  John  Dilloni 
of  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  stating  that  his  schoon- 
er, called  the  IRachaey  was  seized,  libelled,  and 
condemned  in  the  district  court  of  Orleans,  for  a 
supposed  violation  of  the  revenue  laws,  and  that, 
upon  an  appeal  tq  the  Supreme  Court,  the  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  was  reyefrsed,  and  restitu- 
tion ordered ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  paid 
the^amount  for  which  the  said  nressel  was  ^Id 
under  the  ^rder  of  \he  saic)  couirt  of  Orleans.— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
,  Mr.  drow  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  offi- 
cers and  doldiers,  and  the  heirs  of  officers  and 
soldiers,  who  served  in  the  British  arm^  in  Ame- 
rica, in  the  war  between '  Great  Britain  and 
France,  which  commenced  in  1755,  residing  in 
Jefferson  county,  S^te  of  New  Tock,,  praying 
that  their  claims  to  lands  for  services  in  the  said, 
war  may  be  investigated,  and  that  they  may  re- 
ceive grants  for  whatever  portion  may  be  found 
due  to  them. — Referred  to  the  Commitiee  of 
Claims. 

;  Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committer  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Anthony  Crease ',  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Pommittee^of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sbybcrt,  a  committee  of 
three  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  appointed,  who,  with  three  members  of  the 
Senate,  shall  have  the  application  of  the  money 
appropriated  by  the  '^  Act  making  a  further  ap- 
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proMiation  for  the  support  of  a  Library,"  paused 
the  ^Ist  of  February;  1806;, and  Messrjs.  Sey- 
BBBT,  Lowndes,  and  CltJiNct, .  were  appoinied  the 
committee.  .  .      j    » 

Mr.  GoLDj  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
13th  instant,  presented  a  bill  proyidingf  for  the 
more  convepient  faking  of  affidavits  and  bail  in' 
civil  causes  depending  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On,motion  of  Mr.  Bukwei^  John  Taliaferro, 
who  has  contested  the  election  of  John  P.  Hun- 
OBRPOBD,  had  leave  to  occupy  a  seat  ort  the  floor 
of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  bein|[  heard,  in 
person,  when  the  «ubjeci-matter  of  the  said  con- • 
tested  election  shall  be  uitder  consideration.^     ^ 


The  question  was  theu  uken'  oo  filling. the 
bUok  w»tl}'4D,000,  ati4 


53. 


negatived— aye*  60,  noes 


APPORTIONMENT  OP  RBPRESE?^TATlVt». 

Ott  motionx)f  Mr.^DA'wso^,^  the  House  rtesolved 
itself  into  a  Commiiiee  of  ihe  Whole,  on  the  bill 
for  apportioning  the  Representatives  among  the 
several  States,  according  to  the  third  etiumera- 
tion.  *  ' 

The'  bill  havibg  been  read,  the  Questibn  on  filh 
iag  thte  blanks  occurred.  The  first  was-  in  reU- 
tion  to  the  number  of  inhai^itaiKs  fqr  each  &ep- 
resentativB ;  when  ;  '  /  *  C 

Mr.  DjkWSON  observed,  that  he  was  instructed 
by  the  committee  who  directed  hipn  to  report  this 
bill,  to  propose  filling  the  blabk  with  the  words 
forty  thousands  but  he  should  himself^  vole 
against  fiUinff  the  bls^nk  with  this  number,  be* 
cause  it  would  deprive^the  State  of  Rhod^  Island 
of  one-haff  of  her  present  Representaiives;  it 
would  deprive  Connecticut  and  Maryland  e^c^ 
of  one  member,. ancC  Virginia  of  two.  He  shouidj 
therefore,  be  in  ihvor  of  fillfug  the  ^blank  with 
37,000,  as  thit  number  would  not* denrive  any 
State  of  a  Represeniaiive,.and  it  would  only  in- 
crease the  present  number  of  R«present^tivesfromf 
142  to  180.  .  ^  ■.;,', 

Mr.  BinoELY,  from  Delaware,  hoped  thej)lank 
would  not  be  filM  ^^^^  40,000.  He  was  in  favor 
of  filling  it  with  35,0,00,  which  he  thourht  would 
do  more  equal  justice  to  all  the  States  lh|tn  any 
other  irumber,  and  would  leare  le^s  fractional 
numbers.  This  number  would  give  two.members 
to-the  State  he  represeniedj  a  greater  niimber 
would  leave  a  very  iar^e  fraction.  If  35,000  were^ 
agreed  upon,  it  would  give  the  House  183  mem- 
bers, which,  he  thought,  could  not  be  considered 
as  an  extravagant  number.  Mr.  R.  urged  the 
propriety  of  thus  filling  the^blank^at  consideirable 
length*  '  • 

Mr.  Potter  spoke  of  the  hardship  which  the 
State  which  he  represented  (Rhode  Island)  would 
experience,  if  the  number  proposed  should  be 
agreed  to.  Mr.  P.  thought  such  treatment,  from 
her  sister  Slated,  would  illy  requite  the  ^reat  ex- 
ertions of  ber  citizens  during  the  Revolution,  olr 
the  commercialand  .m4nufacturin|:  enterprise  of 
his  constituents, 'which  was  at  least  equal  to  thdt 
of  any  State  in  ihe  Union.  He^  hoped,  in  order 
to  afibrd  lime  foi:  deliberation  on  this  subject,  that 
the  Committee  would  rise,  abd  report  progress. 
He  made  this  motion  j;  which  was  negatived. 


Mr.  PAwdON  thie^  moved  to  fill  the  Uank  with, 
the  Words  37,000.       -  .  .      . 

'  Mr.  Andebson  moved  35,000. 

Mr.  BoYO  was  in  favor  of  a  smaller  numxter* 
He. thought  t^e  reasons  pfiered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware,  in  favor  of  filling  the  blank  witi^ 
35,000,  were  deserving  of  attention,  and  spoke  al 
soma  ledjB^th  ixt  favor  of  this  numbef.  « 

£tuesti6ns  werejseverallyitakea^on  filling  the 
blank  wUh  39,000,  36,000,  and  37,000,  and«  nega- 
tived j  the  last  by  one  vote  only.  ,  . 

The  qixestioQ  was  then  put  upon  35,000,  and 
carried— -^9  votes^  being  in  favor  of.  it. 
..  Mr.  Dawbon  moved  thst  the  Commit^tee  rise* 
The  other  blanks  in^  the  bill  would  be  easily  filled 
in  the  House,  after  ihe  number  of  inhabitants  ta 
each  Representative  should  be.  definitively  set- 
.Ued.  ■     •  '  ^  s      , 

Thie  jpommittee  rose  accordingly,  and  tqok  up 
i|he  report.         *  '      »        . 

}/it.  Smilie  voted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
in  ikvor  of  filling  the  blank  with  37,000,  in  order 
to  accommodate  those  States  which  would  sufier 
by  having  the  blank  filled  with  40,O(lO,  though  be 
thought  that  number  would  be  best;  but  as  he 
found  the  members  froix^  those  very  States  voted 
against  37,000,  «nd  in  favor  of  It  smaUer  number, 
Ije  should  now  be  in  favor  of  40,000. 

After  considerable  debate^  in  which  Mr.  Rid«e- 
jlvi  Mr.  BHsK^  and  Mr*  WiDGgav,  snoke  in  favor 
of  agreeingvtolhe  feport^and  Mr.'  J.  Ranuolpbl 
against  it,  and  in.  fa'vqr  of  filling^ the  blank  with 
37,000,  the  question  on  filling  the  blank  with 
35,000,  was  taken  ^d  negatived— yeas  48,  nays 
76,  as/olfows:, 

Ykas— Daniel  Av^ry,  J^omth  B^itlett,  A^HJtik  Bife- . 
low»  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Bnghamt  John  C.^Cidhoun, 
Epaphroditns  Champion,. Langdon  Cheves,  Martin 
Chitten4^, 'John  Davenpoityjon.,  Samuel  Binnnoor^ 
Elias  £arle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  James  Fi«k« 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  H;  Gqld,  Edwin  Gray,  Uaiah  L. 
Green,  Boiling  Hall,  .Obed  Hall,  John  A:  Harper, 
Hi^ard  Jhcksbn,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key,*  Lyman'  Law, 
Itobert  h^  Roy  Livingston,  ^tuneB  Milndr,  Samuel  L» 
Mitchfll,  Jonathan  O..  Mbseley,'  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
Benlamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jo^ 
liah  <^uicHsy,  Wifliiim  ReeQ,  Henry  M^  Ridgely,  Bbo- 
neser  Beaver,  Bamuei  Shaw,  Lewis  B;  8lnrg«e,  Gwtff 
Sidlivan, Samuel  Tafgart,  Bei^amtpTaUmadge,  Urt 
T)«cy,  Pietra  Van  Cortlandit,  Jua'n  Laban  WheatMW 
Leonard  White*  and  WiHiam  'Widgery. 

NtiLYt-^^liaAJatoa,  Jan.,  WiUiai^  AnderMM,  Bte- 
venson  Archer,  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  BurweU  Btta- 
$ett,  Williaaa  W.  Bibb,- Haimanua  Bieeoker,  Thoflias- 
Bloiint,  jJames  Brackanridge^  Robert  Bit>wn»  William  - 
A.  BurweU,  William  Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Cloptim^  Thomaa  B.  Cooke,-  Lewia  •  Coadit.  WiUiaa 
Crawfovd,  Roger  Davi%  John  Dawaon,  J«aqph  Deaha,. 
Wniiam  Find^y,  MeshackFraBklin,  Thomaa  Gholaoii^ 
Peterson  Goodwyii,  Felix  Grundy,  Aylett  Hawea,  Ja- 
cob Hufty,  John  P<  Hungerfbrd,  John  M.  Hyneman,. 
Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abaer  Lacock,  Joaef  h 
Lefever,' Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Aaron  Lvle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thoipas  V^'®«  Archi- 
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bmld  McBiyde,  Willuan  McCoy,  Sarouiel  McKee,  Alex- 
ander Mc&iin,  Arunah  Metcalfe  James  Morgan/  Jere- 
miah Morrow,.  Hugh  ^Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas 
Newb«ld,  Hiomas  Newtoh,  Stephen  Ormsfa^,  Israel 
Pu^dis,  Willmm  Piper,  Jatnes  Pleasants,  jvn.,  John 
Randolpii,  John  Rhaai^  Jo^n  RoaiSe,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Wilhiun  Rodman,  lEbenezei^  6age,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Joha  Serier;  Adam  8ey  Wt,  John  BmiUo,  Qeo.'  8nHtl^ 
Staiith,  Richard  6tknford,  Silas  Stow,  William 


Strolif ,  Peief  Tallaan,  George  Troup,  Chas.  Tui^er, 
jun^  Robert  WMtohill,  David  R.  ^Williams,  ThODMs 
Wilmi,  and  Richard  Wion. 

Mr.  Troup  moTed  to  fill  the  siaid  bltonk  with 
the  words'*  forty  thousaod,"  and  the  qoe^tion  be- 
ing tskeo,  it  waa  Aetermioecl  ia  the  n^ative — 
yeas  50,  nays  72,  ae  follows : 

YxAs^WOUs  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Hard,  JosiaU  Bartlett,  William 
W.  Btbb,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  Rob* 
erlBrowti,  William  A.  BuihMreU,  John  C.  (yalhoun, 
LmngAm  Chaves,  Matthew  Claj»  Letris  Ckmdit,  Wil- 
liaon-  CnMrford,  Roger  Davis^  iiweph  Desha,  WiAiiim 
Fiodisj,  Jleshaek.  Franklin,  Felix  Omndj,  Boiling 
H^  Obod  Hall,  Ja<*ob  Haftj,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
WilHaaa  R.  King,  Aboer  •  Laeock>  William  ^wndc«, 
AjHon  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Georgef  C.  Maxwell; 
AjcefaibaU  McBiyde,  Samuel  McKee,  Samuel  L.  Mitch* 
ill.  Jamas  Moi^Ur  Thomas  Newbold,  Israel  Pickens, 
William  piper,  Jfonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman, 
Ebeneaer'  Sage,.  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  William  Strong,  Peleg  Tallmah,  George  M. 
Troup,  Cbaries  Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  Pavid 
R.  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

NATS-r-Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel  Avisry^  Bur  Well 
Basaett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd;  James  Bredken- 
ridge,  EKjah  Brigfaam,;  William  Butler,  Epat>hfodituB 
Clnmpion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Clqrtoa,  Thomas 
B.  Cooke«  John  Davenport,  Jan.,  John  Dawson,  Sam* 
uel  Dinamoor,  Blias  £arle,  William  Bly,  Jas.  Bmott, 
Jaaies  Piak,  Asa  PKchk  Thomai  iGfaolaoD,  Thomas.  R. 
Gold,  Peteiaon  GobdWyn,  Edwhi  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Grpen, 
John  A.  fiarpar^  Aylett.^awe*,  John  ,P.  JQungerford^ 
Ricfaurd  Jackjon»  jiinior»  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key, 
l^ymaa  Law^  Jppeph.Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis, )r.,  Robert 
Le  B6y  I«ivingaton,  Thomaa-  Moore»  William  McCoy, 
Alexander  McKmr,  Aronah  Metcalf^  Jametf  Milnor, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mbsel^y,  Hugh  Nel- 
son, Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen.  Ormsb^, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benjatam 
Pond,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  itandolph, 
William  R«Bd,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Jobn  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Thomas^ammons,  Bbenezf  r  Seaver,  John  Se- 
vier, George  Smith,  Jbhn  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
Silaa  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges^  George  Stlllivan.  Sam-' 
nel  Taggart;  Benjamin  Tallm^dge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre 
Vsii  Cortlandtyjun.,  Laban  Wheatoh,  Wm.  Widgery, 
aad  Richard  Winn. 

Mr.  Tracy  moved  to  fill  the  said  blank  with 
^thirty-eight  thopsand^;''  and  the  qaestion  there; 
onbeiog  taken,  was  also  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive. .  ' 

Mr,  Dawson  then  moved, -that  the  said  blank 
be  filled  with  the  words  '^  thirty-seven  thousand  ;" 
and  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  wastesolv- 
ed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  IO23  nays  18.  as  fol 
lows: 

TiAs — Willis  AIstbn»  jun.f  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Atery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 


Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  BurWell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bige- 
low, HarmanusBleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  Jas.  Breck- 
inridge, Einah  'Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Borwell,  William  Butler,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Cjopton,  Lewis 
Condtt,  \yilliam  Chtwfor^i  John  Davenport,  junior, 
Roger  Davis,.  John  Daviwon,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias 
Ea^,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Pindley, 
Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Frai|klin,  Thomaa  Gholson,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grun- 
dy, Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  P. 
Hungerford,  John  M.  Hynemaii,'  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
Lacoek,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Josebh  Lewis, 
judn  fi^obert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaroi^  I^yle,  Nathaniel  >facon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBiyde,  WiiUam  McCoy, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  'AVunah  Metcalf, 
J^mes  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  JMitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moselev,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Orinsby, . 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  T^imofhv  Pitkin,  junior, 
James  Pleasants,  junior,  Benjamin  Foifd,  EUsha  R. 
Potter,  John  Randolph,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Joii- 
ath^n  l^oberts,  William  I^odman,  Ebeneaer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammftns,  J oHir  Sevier,  John' Smilie,  George 
Smith,  John*  Smith,  Riehard  Stanford,  Silas  Stow, 
Lewis  B.;Sturge8,  Benjamin  Tailmadge,  Peleg  Tall- 
man,  Uri  Traoj,  George  M«  Tr6up)  Charles  Turner, 
juAh  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton, 
RobeH.WhitehUl,  David  R*  WUliama,  Wm.  Widgeiy, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn« 

Nav«^ William  W.  Bibb,.  Adam  9oyd>  John  C. 
Calhoun,  Martin  Cfhittendfen,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Jas^ 
Fiak,  Isaiah  L.  GrcHin>  Boiling  Hall,  John  A.  Harper> 
Jamea  Moigan,  JosUb  Quincy,  Henry  M.  Ridgdy,  Eb- 
eneser  Seaver,  Abam  S^bert,  Samiiel  Shaw,  WiUiam 
Strong,  George  Sullivan,  ahd  ^amui^l  Taggslrt. 
.  ^r.  Dawsoi4  moved.tp  fill  the  other  blanks  i« 
the^ill/  s/s  follow:  New  Han^pshire,  five  meitiK 
be^8;  Massaphusetts,  eighteen;  Vermont,  fire; 
Hhode  Island,  two;  Cdnnecticat,  seven;  New 
)York,  twenty-fiVe  -,  ?Jew  Jersey,  sit ;  Pennsylva- 
nia, twenty-one ;  Delaware,  one ;  Maryland,  nine; 
Virginia,  twenty-two ;  North  Carolina,  thirteen ; 
South  Carolina,  nine  ;  GkoVgia,  five;  Kentuckyi 
ten  ;  Ohio^  six ;  and  Tennessee,  six.' 

The  bill  was  ordefed  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  an^  thQ  House  adjourned, 

Monday,  November  25. 

Th^  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
state  of  the' finances  of  the  iThiied  States,. in  obe*- 
dience  to  the  ^^Act  to  ettabli^  the  Treasury 
Department." — ReferrM  •  to  the  Commiuee  of 
Ways  and  Means*. 

Mr.  ArtfRY,  from  the  conrMDitlee  appointed  on 
the  fourte^ntti  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  the  re* 
lief  of  John  Barnham;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to* 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poiudextpr, 

Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the 

' .  inhabitants  of  West  Florida,  as  relate^  to  the 

annexation  of  that  Province  to  the  Mississippi 

Territory,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
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on  {he  memorial  of  th6P  Lesiblative  Gouocil  ^rad 
Boiis«  of  Representatives  of  said  Territory,  pray- 
ing admission  into  tb^  UoIoq  on  annual  footing 
with  the  original  States;  and  that  ao  much  of 
the  said  petition  as  relates  to  land  claims,  be,  re- 
ferred to  the' Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infonhed  the  House 
Khat  the  Senate  have.passed  a  bill  *\to  authoriase 
the  sirrTeyiog  and  marking  of  certain  rotds  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the  Treaty 
^of  Brownstown,  ii^  the  Tehjiory  of  Micbtgaap 
.and  desire  the  copcurr'enCe  of  this  Hou^e  therein. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  bill  for  the  apportionment  of  representa- 
itives  according  to  the  third  enncneration  of  the 
4)eop[e  of  the  United  ^tat^s '  was  read  a  third 
4ime;  and  on  the  question.,  "3hall  the  bill  pass!?'' 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  wit{)  a^ 
Tiew  to  sulstitute  another  ratio  for  that  on  wbic}^ 
it  13  now  predicated,'  ^ 

The  motion  was  .supported  .at.  considerable, 
length  by  Mr.  Qajinct,  as  also  by  Mr.  K]by  ^nd 
Mr.  WiDGERY  f  nd  Mr.  Smilie,  and  opposed  by 
Mf.  Rand6i<ph.  ^  , 

The  motion!  for  recooiiiiitmebt  i^as  lost — yets 
56,  Day» 72)  as  follows:  ,  . 

TsAH — ^WilHam  Anderaon,.  Dipiet  Avery,  Esekiet' 
Baton,  Josifth  Bmitlett,  Wflham  W.  "Bibb,  Abijah 
Bigelsw,  Htrmanns  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Efyah 
Brighara,-  Robert  Brown,  Mar(|n  Chillenden,  Tbemas 
B.  Cooke,  iisWis  Coiidit»'Rbgor  Dfl(vis,  Baarael' Dins- 
moOr,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley^ 
James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  IsAiah  L, 
Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.Harper,  John 
M.  Hyneman,  Philip  B.  Key,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livipg* 
•ton,  Aaron  Lyle,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Arohah  Met- 
calf,  James  Mihior,  Bamosl^  l^  MitchiU,  Benjamin 
Pend,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Jesiali  Quincy,  William  Reed, 
Heniy  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,*  Tho»ia9  Sam- 
mens,  Ebeneser  Beaver,  A'3am  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Sihui  6tow«  WiJUam 
Strong,  George  Sullivaii,  Samuel  Taggar^  Peleg  Tali- 
man,  Uri  Tracy,'  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheatob,  Leonard  White,  and 
W^illii^  Widgery.     ' 

Nats — WilUfc  Alston,  Jan.,  Stevenson  Archer,  J*!^^ 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wiltiadi  Black; 
ledge,  Thomas  Blount,  James  Breckenridge,  William 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butlec,  John  C^Calhoup,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  LangdOn  Cheves,  John  Clopton, 
WiUiam  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jun*,  John  i>aw- 
•on,  Joseph  Desha,  EliSs  Earle,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  E^win  Gray, 
Felii  Grundy,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  HuAy,  John  P. 
fluagerfbrd,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Richard  M.  Johl^- 
•on,  Jose|^  Kent,  Willfaim  R.  King,  Abner  Ltfoock, 
Lyma&  Law,  Jpeeph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Peter  Little,  William  Lo#ndes,  Nathaniel  liCacqn, 
Thomas  .Mooie,  Archibald  McBryde^  WiUiam  Mc- 
Coy,  Samuel  MciCee,  Alexander  MoKim,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthohy  New,xThomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Jose^  Pearson,  Israel 
Pickens,  WiUiam  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James 
Pleasants,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  Sam- 
uel Ringg<^d,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage,  John  Sevier,  John  Smith, 


Richard  Stanlerd.  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tail- 
ffisdge,.  Robert  WliitehUl,  David  R.  WUliams,  Thonu 
Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

*The  qvestioa  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  resolved  in  the  aflirmatiye. 

MlliltARY  CORPORAL  PUNISHMENT. 

Mr.  Randolph,  prclftced  a  motion  on  this  sub* 
ject  by  obserring  that  he  trusted  it  was  aseea. 
which  there  wotud  be  no.  differenoe  of  opiaioD. 
The  subject  bad  before  now  been  agitated  in  the 
Hou^e,  and  had  been  epoken  of  at  least,  if  not 
fornaatly  brought  before  the  Comoaiitee  of  For- 
eign Relations;  but  deeming  it  .more  specificaUy 
to  belong  to  the  committee  on  ^bat  part  of  the 
President's  Message  relating  to  our  m'iiitary  af- 
fairs, he  wished  to  give  it  that  direction.  It  they 
were,,  aooordtngjo  the  wishes  of  the  Executive; 
to  increase  the  sti^odiog  military  force,  16  author- 
ise thif  President  to  accept  the  serviota  of  voiufl' 
teer  companies,  and  to.  call  out  detachaieuu  of 
militii;  in. other  word!,  if  there  was  the  slightest 
probability  that  the  public  fore^  bf  <he  coustry 
would  be  brought  into  action;  the  first  step  to  be 
taken  inast  be  to'amcfnd  thfe  roles  and  aru^lesof 
w;ar,  sq  as  to^  abolish  the  use  df  the  lash.  At- 
thoo|^  fhe  vagrsints  piaked.up  fh  alehouses  and 
tippling  shops  might  submit  to  thi^  degradation, 
it  was  well  known,  /Mr.  R.  said,  thfit  the  yeo- 
manry of  the  couotrjr  would  Qot ;  and  he  woold 
Venture  to  say  that,  formidable  as  they  Woald  be 
to  an  enemy  in  the  field,  they,  ^ould  prote  more 
so  to  th^ir  officers  IT  this  *  sort,  of  military  dis- 
cipline were  attempted  to  be  introduced  anoug 
them.  He  remarked  ^so  that,  notwithstanding 
'all  th«t  could  be  said  by  militai'y'jfioxeo^b^  by 
the  sticklers  for  the  old  systwm,  *experietace  bad 
proved  that  flogffintp  was  not  esaentiai  to  the 
Stciotest^illitary  discipline  He,  iheceforty  moved, 

><That  the  committee  to  whoiA  has  been  referred  so 
much  of  the-  President's'  Message  as  rebtes  to  illinf 
'the  ranks  and  piokmging  the  enlistoaents  of  the  rega- 
Jar  droops, '•and  to  an  auxiliary  force',  be  instructed  to 
inquire , whether  a^jT,  and  what  alterat^>n  is  necesiaiy 
in  the  act,  entitled  *< An  act  ibr  estMishing  rules  and 
-articles  fin-  the  govemtnent  of  thtf  ahnies  of  the  Unitsd 
St^tes.'^  .     • 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


TtJBSDAY,  Npveipbcr  26. 
.  Mr*  Moaadw,  fron^  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  who  weYe  instructed  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  eighteenth  instant  to  |nauire  what 
provision  ou^ht  to  be  made  for  the  location  of 
Vifgihin  military  land  warrants,  made  a  report 
thei'eoo;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  > 

Mr.  Newton  -made  a  favorable  report  on  the 
memorial  of  Stephen  Kingston,  merchant  of 
Philadelphia;  which'  ^as  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  the  petition  of  Ship- 
man.  t>emiiaon,  and  Co.,  merchants  of  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  stating  their  having  in  Oc- 
tober 1810,  previous  to  the  issuing  of  the  Presi- 
dent's procl^tnatioo,  shipped  a'  cargo  pf  horses, 
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moles,  ^.,  to  8»DU  Cmz^  which,  aeeordin;  to 
cnstOTD,  bad  been  immediatelir  there  sold  for 
West  India  produce,  payable  in  March  following, 
when  the  imporutioa  of  the  same  into  the  United 
States  was  interdicted ;,  4nd  praying  that  they 
may  be  permittod  to  import  the  satne,  the  noa- 
imporbtion  lawto.the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
—Referred  to  th^  Coknmiltee  of  Comrberce  and 
Manufactures. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  aUjriiorizing  the  sur- 
Teying  and  marking  certain  raads  in  the  Slate V 
Ohio,  at  contemplated  by  the  Treaty  of  Browne 
town,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josfah  H.  Webb  (a 
person  disabled  hj  a  ^ouod  whilst  engas^d  in 
coDveyingtb^  mail' of  the  tlhited  States) 'went 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Wh1)le.  and*  was 
ordered  by  the  HoQ«e  to  be  engrossedr  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  Crease  weftt 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was, 
after  #ome  objections,  repotted  to  the'  House,' 
who t refused  to  pass  it  to' a  third  reading,  51  to. 48. 

[The  bill  Went  to  enable  said  Crease,  )an  alien, 
or  tk'iM  heira,  to  hold  real  estate  within  this  Dis- 
trict.] 

Mr.  Nelson  presented  the  petition  oi  the 
Proieetant  Episcopal  Chareh  of  the  town  of  Al- 
exandria,  praying  for  an  act  of •  incorporation. 
[Ainllfbr  carrying  into  eflfect  the  prayer  of  a 
similar  petition,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  at  the 
laec  sessioa  rejected  by  the  President  of  the  Xlni^ 
ted  States.]  The  m^morif  1,  which  isvery  long, 
was  read  and  referred. to  thjB  Committee- of  the 
District  of  Columbia*  -.  ^ 

Mr.  RHea.  offered  the  following  resolution, 
giring  as  a  reason  for  it,  the  doubts  which  seem 
to  hanff  over  the  subject : 

Mmifedt  That  ths  Committee  on  Iqdian  Affitirs  be 
instraetad  to  inqnii^s,  t^bether  the  laWs  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  the  kwsx>f  the  respective  States  and  Territo- 
rks»  do  extend  ovet  paru  of  Statcw  and  Territories^ 
■tasted  respectiyely  adjacent  (o  tl\e*  United  States, 
and  to  which  the  Indian  titie^  is  not  extinct,  and  in 
what  BMBBer,  and  to  what  extent,  'and  report  their 
opinion  tbereon.     . 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr;  LACoci  wlib  re- 
marked on  the  number  of  resolutions  of  this  kind 
already  before  the  House^  th^  resolution  was, 
with  rhe  consent  of  the  mover,  ordered  to  Lie  oi^ ; 
tbe  table. 

-Mr.  PoiNDexTER,  after  observing  that  the  reso-' 
lotioB  already  before  the  House  on  the  subject 
was  not  sufficieptlf  comprdiensive,  moved  the 
following  resolution :  > 

R^MohS',  Thitt  the  committee  appointed  on  so  much 
of  the  MeMSge  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sftates 
sa  relates  to  Indifin  afl&irs,  l>e  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  o(  extending  the  jmisdiction  of  |he 
dirtriot  courts  of  the  United  Statei  and  inferior  courts 
of  the  Territories  thereof,'  over  those  parts  of  the  several 
States  and  Territories  to  which  the  Indisn  title  has  not 
been  extiagoished,  so  as  to  authorize  said  coorts  to 
tika  cogniunee  of  all  cases,  dnl  and  criminal,  against 
iCBy  dtixe)!  or  citizen^,  or  other  person  or  persons,  (In- 
diaas  excepted,)  resident  or  being  within  the  Indiitn 
boandary.  ^     , 


This  resolution,  on  the  saggestton  of  Mr.  Rhea, 
who  bad  previously  offered  a  resolution  on  the 
same  subject,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

IMPRESSEp  SEAMEN.  ' 
I^r.  Little  offered  the -following  resolution: 
Resolvtdt'That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to* be  laid  before  this  House,  ss 
for  as  practicable,  a  list  of  the  whole  number  of  per- 
sons impi'essed^  seizea,  and  otherwise  unlawfully  taken 
jfrom  on  board  Tessels  sailing  under  the  United  States' 
flag  on  the  highsea^or  riTers,  in  ports  and  harbors; 
by  whom,  and  under  the  authority  of  what  Power, 
Kingdom,  or  'State,  such  impressments,  seizures,  and 
otherninlmw/ul  detentions  were  aoade ;  what  number 
thereof  are  citicens  of  the  United  States;  with  such 
other  information  on  this  sdl^ect  as  he  in  his  judgment 
may  think  proper  to  communicate.  ^    . 

Mr.  ScTBBRT  inquired  ^whit  period  of  time 
the  mover  contemplateU  to  be  embraced  bv  his 
resolution.,       •  -    . 

Mr.  LiTTLft  said  his  object  was  to  procure 
every  lnform(atioo  "attainable  on  a  subjeet  which 
had  ezcitckl  much  attention  i^id  feeling  among 
the  people  jof  the  United  States,  aod  occasioned 
loud  complaint.  He  said  he  had  eKamined  the 
records  of  the  House  andfoqnd.no  report  on  the 
subject  later  thaa  1807,  which'  report  ]v^as  but 
partial.  His  object  was  to  obuin  informieitibii  on  * 
the  subject  from  1790,  when  the  evil  was  first 
felt,  to  the  present  time. 

fhe  resolution  lies  on  the^able. 

AMERICAN  MANUFACTURES.       . 

•Mr*  Newton  obierved  that  the*  persons  who 
took  the  third  eeasus  had  been  kho  dihected  by 
law  to  take  accounts  of  the  manufactures  of  the 
United  States  in  their  respective  di^trict^  and 
makfc  their  returns  to  the  officeof  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  So  soon 
as  the  Committee  of  Coiamerce  and  Manufac- 
tures should  be  in  possession  of  that  report,  it  was 
the  intention  of  4he  committee  to  take  the  sub- 
ject of  manufacinres  into  consideration.  And  he 
now  rose  to  ^ive ^notice  tbii  the  committee  were 
ready  to  receive  any  inlbrmation  on  this  snbjject 
%hich  gentleman  from  any  part  of  the  Uqion 
might  have  to  communieate.  '' 

Mr.  Rhea,  aAer  expressing  his  thanks  for  the 
liberty  offered  to  him  to  give  to  the  Committee 
of  pommerce  and  Manufactures  any  information' 
be  might  possess  on  the  subiect  of  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  country  in  which  he  lived ;  but  t)iink- 
ing  it  possible  he  might  jnot  hate  the  honor  of 
coming  before  that,  commit  tee,  he  should  move 
the  consideration  of  the  Resolution  offered  by  him 
some  day's  ago  for  laying  a'dditional  duties  on  the 
coarse  manufacture's  of  cerctiin  materials  imjx>ri^ 
ed  into  (he  United'States.  It  appeared. from  the 
gentleman's  statement,  that  the  committee  had 
now  before  them  no  specific  proposition  for  en- 
couraging manufactures,  and  were  waiting  for  a 
certain  something  from  the'  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, which  thev  did  not  know  when  they 
should  receive.  He,  therefore,  hoped  they  would 
take  up  his  resolatioo. 
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The  House  refused  t(f  proceed  to  the  confider- 
aiion  of  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution— yeas,  44,  navs  6^. 

Mr.  Rhea  then  moved  the  ofder  of  the  day  on 
the  biHjjrovidinjr  for  the  ^oyernmeitt  of  Louisi- 
ana; which  the  House  also  refused  to  take  up. 

PROCESS  L\  FEDERAL  COURTS. 

The  House  resolved  itself. inio  a  Gpmroittee  of 
the  Whpie  on  the  bill  providibff  for  theomre 
convenient  taking  of  affidavits  to  oe  used  in  civil 
casesin  the  courts  of  the  United  .Stttes,  and  to 
provide  the  mode  of  taking  bailinqena  in  cases. 

[TJne  bill  goe»  to  authoMze  certain  judicial 
ofiicers  in  each  Stale,  such  as  the  Chanoellorand 
Judg/es  of,  the  -Buperior  Oourt»,  dbc,  to  receive 
bail  and  take  bflSdavitsto  be  used  in  civil  cases 
in  the  counts  of  the  United'  States.] 
'  Considerable  conversation  took  place  betw.een 
Mf69r§*  Gold.  GaoLsoit,  McCoy,  Kino,  Fi8K< 
CBfiv£8,  MiLifOR,  Clay,  (Speaker,)  Ket,  and 
Ely,  on  the  principle  as  well  as  on  the  dexaila  of 
theqilU  -   "       , 

It  appeared*  from  what  Wat*«aid  by  different. 
genOremen,  that  tbere'wa:^  nc uniform  'rule  pre^ 
scribed  in iiuch  cases  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
Simtejs;.  tktit  whilst  in  New  York:  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, clients  freguciitly  had  to  travel  three  or 
four  hupdred  ni ilea  to  the  distnet  Judge',  or  to* 
the  offijse  of  the  eiefk  of  the  court,  to  tnaike  aifiid* 
avit  or  to  enter  bail ;  yet  4n'£entucky,  Nfa'rylimd, 
and  Massachusetts,  affidavits  Were  made  or  ball 
entered  before  any  atKhority  comixMitsioned.  to  do 
the  same  a^  to  the.  State  courts.  The  bill  was 
objected  to,  therefore,;principal(y  on jtwo  grounds  ;• 
b^Bcause  it  abridged  the  rights'^ of  the  pebple  of 
those  States  whete  the  greatest  latitude  of  indui* 
gence  already  ex (bted,  and. because ^he  courts  of 
the.Umted' States,  were  authorized  to  make  such 
rules  and  tregulations  in  this  case  as-  they  should 
think  proper.  There  appearing,  hQW^vei'^  to  be 
much  difiereoce  of  opinion  on  the  subject  Mnong- 
t he  iegai  .characters  of  the  House,  the^  coikimitiee 
rose,  and  the  bill  was  vecdmmit^ed  to  the  com«* 
mittee  who  reported  it,  to  which  *to 'motion  of 
Mr.  Gold,  four  other  members  i^re  added,  viz :. 
Mr.  Qbeves,  Mr»  Kbt,  Mr.  EIjuy,  and  Mr.  Gaoi** 

Wepnesday,  November  27,' 
Mr.  GaoCsoN  toade  an  Unfavorable  report  on 
the  claims  of  several  petitioners  barred  by  the 
statutes  of  limitatioQ.— Referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  '  . 

The  engrossed  bill  for  th6  relief  of  Josiah  Hi 
Webb,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  ■ 

Mt.  Morrow  reported  favorably  on  the  petition 
of  sundry  land^laimaivts  in  Mississippi  Territory, 

{»rvying  for  an  exteivsioti  of  time  for  paying  the 
ast  instalment  on  purchases  of  public  landq.— Jle- 
committed  to  the  Land  Cotn mittee,  to  report  a 
bill  thereon. 

The  House  went  ipto  ^  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, on  the  contested  election  of  Joh;*  r^  Hun 
OERpoRD.    Before  any  decision  could  be  had,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


THtjRBDAY,  November  28. 

Two  other  ttiembers,  to  Wit:  WilIiam  Paulo- 
iNG,  jdnVfrom  Ne\y  York,  and  Charles  Golds- 
BOR'ouGH.  from  Maryland,  appeared. produced  their 
credentials,  were  qualifiedj  and  took  their  seats. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  respecting  the  regufapop  of  the  .cur- 
rency bi  foreign  coins,  was  laid  before  the  House 
by  the  SPEAKCR,~and  ordered  to  lie  on  the.  table. 

Mr.  MoBROw  fyresenied,  thC  petition  of  the 
May^r  and.  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  New  Orteans, 
praying  that  Congress  will  invest  the  risfht  to  a 
certain  lot  of  land  lying  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, in  the  fcorporation  thereof,  on  which  it  is 
propo^d,  under  ad  act  of  the  said  corporation,  to 
er(^ct  steam  engines,  and  the  necessary  buildings 
by  "which  it  iis  contemplated,  fo  supply  the  said 
city  with  w^ter. 

A^r.  Ba90is  moved  the  following  resolutions, 
which  .were  agreed  to  : 

,  Resohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Wayf  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  contin- 
uing in  force,  for  a* farther  time;  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  continuing,  fo^*  a  limited  time,  the'  salaries  of  the 
ofiicers  of  Government  therein  mentioned/'  and  have 
leave' to  report  by  bill  or  otbefwiie. 
.  RmoW,  Thfit  the  Gommittee  of  Ways  and  Miani 
be  iik>truc^  to  inquire  iBto  the  expediency,  of  cOntin- 
uing.in  for6e  for  a  ^rther  time  the  first  seetioB  (^ an 
*act.  entiled  "  An  act  further  te  protect  the  eommarce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States,  Against  the  fiarbsiy 
Powers,"  and  that  the^F  have  leave  to  jrepert  by  hili  or 
otherwise,  i  ,  '    . 

Mr.  M0BR9W  moved  'the  ibllowinj;  resolution, 
predicating  it  on  the  late  unfortunate  oooorrence 
on  the  WabMsh: 

Jltsolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Unitedr  Sutss 
be  authorized  to  loaa'to  the  Slate  of  Qhio  — ;—  stsiid 

of  arms,  witb  bayoijets  and  cartouch  bo^^  and 

pieces  of  fieW  artillery,  on  the  legislature  of  that  State 
,  making  sucb  provision  by  law  ha  sliaD,  in  his  oj)iiiton» 
afibrd  security  for  their  safe-keeping  and  feturn,  save 
tj^e  damage  and  loss  incident  to  use.  and  accident  in 
actual  servicet 

The  resolution  was  deferred  to  a  Commitiee  of 
the  Whole, 

Mr.  J'BMitiNGs  moved  the  followtng  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to :  / 

J^^ved,  Tttata  oommittee  be  insbmeted  to  inqnirs 
hiie  the  expediency  of  allowing  the  qual^fted  voters  in 
tbe  several  counties  in  the  Indian ^  Territoiy  to  elsct 
their  sherifls  in  their  respective  counties,r.and  that  the 
said  committee  inquire  likewise  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing,  appeals  in  certain  cases,  from  the  "feTTjiOTiu 
courts  to  the  courts  of  the  United  Sut^^and  ^^ 
amendments,  if  any,  are  necessary  to  rbe  made  to  an 
act  entitled  **.an  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  separate  gqyenlmenls,'*  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill)  bills,  or  o|berwise. 

Messrs.  JenKings,  Sevier;  New,  Roberts, 
WasoN,  Morgan,  and  MaxweiXj  wer^  appointed 
|be  co'ofi mittee. 

WErfTERN  ROADd. 

Mr.  Moimow  made  a  report  of  the  cotntnitttfe 
appointed  on  the  11th  Instant,  "to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  laying  gut-add  making  the  roads 
contemplated   by  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown, 
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which  WHS  read  aad  eiMDmiited  to  a  CommiUee 
of  the  Whole.    The  report  is  as  follows ^ 

That  t^  roads  contemplattti  hy  the  said  treaty  have 
Ck  thbir  object  the  opemog  a  comroanieatfon  bj  lead 
between  the  Territory  of  Michigan  and  the  difierent 
settiBBseiiU  in  the  Sute  of  Ohio^  and  generally  with  (he 
other  poit«  of  thsL  United  8tat^  A  tiew  of  the  geo- 
gmphioal  poMtioa  of  the  Territory  of  Miohigan,  sitoale 
se  it  is,  bordering  for  a  oeasiderable  extent  on  the  Brt^ 
ish  |»*erinoes  of  tipper  Canaday'bonnded  oil  the  easC 
nofth,  and  west>  by  water,  and  on  the  sooth  fay -an  ex- 
tensive  tiaot  of  eoantry  to  which  the  Indian  title  re- 
mains aaextin^ptfiibsd,,  convinces  the  eommittee  of  the 
ntihty  and  necMsity  of  the  proposed  roads.- '  They 
wonU  sabserve  to  the  oo^vcnienjce  of  the  citpcns  in 
thsir  ord^ary  interooufseT;  of  the  Chivernment  in^tbe 
trs—portatidn  of  the  pulblie  mail^  and,  espedaUy  in  an 
eaiergenoy,  woald  be  neeesMuy  for  milita^  operatibns. 

The  distance  £om  the  rapids  of  the  Miam^.of  the 
lakes- to  the  Western  bonndary  of  the  Oonneotiiat  Re-" 
se»ve  is  aboal  thiity'five  miles ;  •  and  from  the  lower  8an- 
dnsky,  in  asouthwardly  direction,  to  the  old  Inditntboun' 
daiy  foe,  is  aboat  seyehty  iniles  \  m^ng  proper  sllosr*  * 
anee  fcr  windings  in  the  roads,  so  that  th^  may  be  made 
on  Che  beat  gronndi  The  .aggregate  length  of  joad  pro- 
posed -to  be  made  m^  be  estimated  at  One  hnndred 
and  twenty  mfles;  bnt,  boweW  great  the  sdvantagc, 
aad  imaasdiale  thi  nec^ity  of  these  itads,  it  is  not 
psebahle  that  the  object  wHI  be  aooompllsbpd  for  rosny* 
years  to  come,  unless  the  United  States  provide  the- 
funds.  The  Territory,  of  Michigan  ir  desUtute  of  the 
means,  and  'the  proposed  *xoadS  ate  without  the  hmhs 
of  her  territorial  jurisdiction ;  the  State  of  Ohio,  w^th 
limited  pubUcf  resburcss,  and  moltipUsd  demandi  for 
extensive  improvements  on  the  xosds  within*  hsr  settle- 
ments; it  is.not  to  be  alpected  ^t  either  will  a^aB^d 
the  funds  nscesMry  to  accomplish  the  proposed  object* 
The  committee  are  o£  opinion  that'pioW^oit  pught  to 
be  made  for  layipg  out  and  makitfg  the  said  roads,' and 
that  they  ought  to  be  located  of  the  width  proposed  by 
the  said.treaty. 

The  'Uquae  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Comx 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  4he  report  of  the  Com* 
mitlee^f  Eleetioni  on  the  ptition  bf  John  Tal- 
iaferro, eontestinf  the  election  of  John  P.  Husi- 
GBRFORD.  Before  any  decision  was  ha^,  the 
Coamittee  rosei,aQd  tbe  Honee  adjourned. 


FHiDA,Y.,"Noveni.ber  29.  , 

,  The  H«os«  took -up  the  resolution  sobnMtted  c^u 
the  26ih.  calling oo^^  Efl^cntiTe  for  ipformation 
rcapeeting  inpresemeAts^  w^ich  was  agre«id  to; 
aBd  Mr.  LrrrLt  and  Mr.<  Reed  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  present  the  same  to  the.  President. 

The  HoQs^  proceeded  to  con^id^r  the  a^end- 
meou  of  the  Senate  to  rh%  bill  ''extending  the 
time  for  opening  «he  several  landc^cesio  the 
Territorjr  of  Orleah^ ;"  which  were,  logeiher  with 
the  bill,  committed  to  the  Committee  oil  Public 
Lands. 

POkEIQN  RELATIONS. 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  Committee. on  Foreign 
Relations,  made  the  Ci^wioff  report,  which  was 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole :  ' 

The  committee  to  whom  was,  referred  that  part  of 
the  President's  Messags  which  relates  to  our  foreign 
sfiurs,  beg  lea?e  to  report  in  part :    - 


That  they  have  endeavored  to  give  to  -die  subjest 
submitted  to  them  that  ftdl  and*  d^iassionate  consid- 
eratii))^  which  is  doe  to  one  so  intimately  connected 
^th  the  interest*  the  pesoe,  the  safety,  and  the  honor 
of  their  country.  -  ^ 

Tour,  committee  wtti  not  encumber  your  journals, 
and  vraste  your  patience  with  a  detailed  history  of  all 
the  varions  matters  growing  out  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions. The  cold  recital  of  wrongs ;  of  injuries  snd  ag- 
gressions known  and  felt  by  every  member  of  this 
Unien,  conld  have  no  other  effect  than  to  deadeh  the 
nationiA  sensibility,  tfnd  render  the  polUic  mind  cal- 
lous to  injuriea  with  which  it  is  already  too  familiar. 

Without  recurring,  then,  to  the  miihiplted  wrongs 
of  partial  or  temporarjr  operation,  of  whiph  ^e  have 
so  juM.cause  of  complaint  against  the  twx>  g^reat  bellig- 
erent*, your  committee  win  only  call  year  attention, 
af  this  tiifie,  to  the  systematic  aggression  of  those  Pow- 
ers, authdmed  by  their  edicts  against  neutral  com- 
meree-Hl  syetem,  which,  as  regarded  itr  principles, 
was  founded  on  pretensions  that  went  to  ine  subver- 
sion of  oar  nstiohid  independence;  and  which,  al- 
though now  abandon^  by  one  Power,  is,  in  its  broad 
and  dertructif  e  operation,  as  sl^l  enforced  by  the  other, 
sapping  the  fotmdation  of  our  prosperity. 

It  is  md|e  thsh  ilve  years  rince  England  snd  France^ 
4n  violation  of  those  principles  of  justice  and  public 
Isw, '  held  sacted  by  all  civUized  nations,  commenced 
thii  unprecedented  aystem  by  seizing  the  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  peaceably  pursuing 
fheir  lawful  commerce  en  the  high  seas.  To  shield 
themselves  frem  th^  odium,  which  uinch  outrage  muit 
incur,  each  of  the  belligerents  soog^ht  s  pretett  m  the 
conduct  of  the  other — each  attempting  to  justify  his 
systsm  of  rapine  as  a  retaliation  for  similar  acts  on 
the  part  of  his  enemy.  As  if  the  law  of  nations, 
founded  on  the^etemsl  rules  qf  jbstice,  ceuld  .sanctfon 
a  principle,^ which, 'if  Ingrafted  into  out  municipal 
code,  would  excuse  the  crime  of  one  tobber,  upon  the 
8olt»  plea  that  the  unfortunate  object  of  his  rapacity 
Was  also  a  victim  to  the  injustice  of  another.  The 
fact  of  priority  could  be  true,  as  to  one  only  of  the  par- 
ties, aad  whether  true  or  false,  ciotUd  furnish  |io  ground 
of  jitttifioation.  -      / 

The  United  States  thus  unetpectedly  and  violently  « 
assailed  by  the  two  .greatest  Powers  in  Europe,  with- 
drew their  cilbens  and  property  ^om  flie  ocean :  and 
d^erishing  the  blessing  of  peace,  althobgh  the  occasion 
would  have  fiilly  justified  war,  sought  redress  in  an 
apffeal  to  the  justice  and  magnanimity  o\  the  belliger- 
ents. >When  .tliis  appeal  had  failed  of  the  success 
whft6h .  was.  'due  to  its  moderation,  other  measures, 
fouhded  on  the  same  pacific  policy,  but  applying  to 
the  interests  instead  of  the  justice  of  the  belligerents, 
ware  resorted  to.  ~  Such  ^ras  the  cbaraeter  of  tilie  non- 
intereoursS  and  noA-importation,  laws,  wMch  irtvited 
the  return  of  both  Powers  toibeir  former  state  of  ami- 
able relations,  by  offering  commercial  advantages  to 
the  one  Who  shonlA  first  revoke  bJs^faostae  edicts,  and 
imposing  restrictions  on  the  other. 

France,  at  length,^.av«iling' herself  of  the  pn-oifers 
made  equally  to  her  and  her  enemy,  by  the  non-impor- 
tation law  of  May,  1*810,  announced  the  repeal,  on  the 
first  of  the  follewing  November,  of  the  decrees  of  Ber- 
lin and  Milan.  And  it  i^rds  a  subject  of  sincere 
congtatulation  to  be  informed,  through  the  official  or- 
gans of  the  Government,  that  those  decrees  are,  so  far 
at  least  as  our  rights  are  concerned,  really  and  practi- 
cally at  an  end. 
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{t  wai  eotiM^ntly  expoetod,  tht(  tbii  tct  on  <ke 
partuof  Franee  would  have  teeh  iminediately  followed 
by  «  relocation  on  ihe  partof  Great  Britain  of  jber 
Orden-in  Qonneil,  If  ouf  rehanee  oti  her  ioitiee  had 
been  impaired  by  the  wrongs  the  had  inflicted*  yet, 
when  the  h*d  plighted  he/  faith  to  the  wodd'  that  Ih? 
0<]|le  motive  of  her  aggreiMion  on  neatral  commerce 
was  to  be  found  in  the  Berliil  jind  Milan  decrees,  W0 
looked  forward  to  t^  extinction  df  thoae  decreet,  at 
the  period  when  the  rreedom  of  the  $mM,  would  be 
again  restored,  in  thit  reaednahle  expectation  wo 
have,  howeVer,  been  disappointed^  •  A  year  hat  elgpted 
since  the  Frei^cti  decrees^  were  rescinded,  and  yet' 
Great  Bri^in,  instead  of  retracing  petripofm  that 
course  of  unjustifiable  attack  on  neutral  rights,^ 
which  die  professed  to  be  only  the  reluctant  follower 
of  France,  has  advanced  with  'bolder  'a|id  eontinualljr 
increasing  strides.  To  the  o^egorical  demands  lately, 
made  by  o|ir  Governn^'nt  for  the  repeal  of  her  Orders 
in  Council,  she  hai  affected lo  deny' the  .practical  ex- 
tim^tion  of  the  J'renoh  decrees,  and  she  has,  moreover^ 
advanced  a  ^ew  and  upexpected  debiand,  i^creashig 
in  hostility  the  or&rs  thems^es.  Bh^  hae  .insieled, 
thrpogh  her  aocreditftd  Mimst^  «t  this  plfce,,  that  ihe 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council'  most  be  prpoeded^  not 
only,  by  the  practical  abandonment  of  iha  decrees  e^ 
Berlin  and  Mijan,  so  far  as  they' infringe  th^  neutr&l 
,  rights  of  the  tXnited  States ;,  but.  by  the  renunciation 
on  the  part  of  France,  of  the  whole  of  h»i  system  of 
eoonnercial.  warfai^.  ageing  Great  Bntain,  of '  nrhich 
those  decrees  priginaUy  foriped  a  part*  '  t    ' 

This  system  is  understodd  tp  coi^iist  in  a  course  of 
measurea  ado^pted  by  Frsnice  and  Ihe  other  Powers  on 
the  Continent,  sulject  ta,  or  in  alliance  with;  her,  cal-^ 
culated  to  preveht  the  inCrodudion  jinto  tbeur  tencito- 
ries  of  the  produce  and  manufa<itures  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies;  and  to  annihilate  her  trade  with 
^  thens^'  However  hostile  iiUse  regulatiojpB  m^  be  on 
^  the  part  of  France  towards  Gif^at' Britain,  or  hawever 
senstblj  thejatler  may  fo«l  their  effects,  they  are,  nev^ 
ertheless,  to  be  regarded  only  .as  the  ^pedient^  of  one 
enemy  against  another,  for  which  the  l^i^ited  Statef^ 
as  a  neutnd'Power,  can,  in  no  -respeel,  be  responsible ; 
theyvare,  too,'  in  exact  conform!^  with  Ihoe^  which 
Great  Britain  has  herself  adopted  and  acted  upon  «n 
time^f  pea^  as  well  as  war.  And  it  is  noi  tp  be  wb- 
sumed  that  France  would  yield  to  the  unauthorised 
demand  of  Amierica  what  she  seems  to  have.consid-*- 
ered  as  one  of  the  most  powerful  engines  of  the  pre^ 
«nt  war.  -«  j 

8ueh  are  the  pretensions  upon  which  Great  pritain 
founds  Uie  violation  of  die  mimtime  tights  ofthe  XM- 
ted  States — pretensions  not  theoretical  merely,  but  fol- 
lowed up  by  a  desolating  war  upon  oUr  linproiectod 
commerce.  The  ships  oTthft  United  Sutes;  Ipden 
with  the  products  of  our  own  soil  and  labor,  navigated 
by  our  own  citiiens,  and  peaceably  pursuing  a  lawful 
trsde.  Me  seised,  qn  our  qwii  -ooaits,  at  the  very  mouths 
of  oilr  harbors;  oondemned  and  confiateatid.      ' 

YoUr  committee  are  not,  however^  of*  that  sect 
whose  wonhip  is  at  th»  shrine  of  a  calculating  ai:arice^ 
And  while  we  are  laying  before  yoU  the  just  com- 
plaints of  our  mordiaflts  against  jthe  phinder  of  their 
ships  and  cargoes,  #e'canliot  .riefraiki  from  presenting 
to  the  justice  and  numanity  of  our  Country  the  nn-. 
happy  case  of  our  imptesaed  seamen.  Although  th^ 
groans  of  th^  victim*,  of  biLiharity  for /the  loss  of 
(what  shbuld  be  dearer  to  Jlmericans  than  lifo)  the^ 
liberty ;  alChongh  the  cries  Of  their  wives  and  tUldren' 


in  the  privatlott  ef  proteeteitf  and  parents,  have,6f 
laie^  been  drowned  in  the  loader  clatfiors  at  die  lost  of 
property;  yet  is  the  pradibe  of  forcing  enr  marinen 
tnto  tbe  British  nayy,  in  vidlatkm  of  the  rights  of  our 
flag,  earned  on  with  unabated  rigor  and  severity.  If 
it  be  our  duty  to  encourage  the  foir  and  legittnatt 
commerce  of  thik  oount|r]i&  by  piotecting  the  property 
of  thejnerohaift;  theuj  indeed,  by  as.  much  a*  hfo  sad 
liberty  are  morp  estiinahle  than  # hips  a^  goods,  so^ 
much  mdnTimpteasive  it  the  duty'  to  thield  the  persons 
t>f  xfat  teamen,  whose  hard  and  honeel^  serviees  art 
employed  equally  with  those 'of  the  n^erchsato  in  ad- 
tancing,  under  the  BMatle'df  its>ws»  lhe!intei:asts  of 
their;oettntry. 

.  To  snip  up,  in  a  word,  the  great  causes  of  (ibrnplsSnt 
against  Great  Britain,  your  cdnnnittee  need  only  say* 
that  the  United  States,  as  a  soveitoigu  and  in^opendeat 
Pow^^  ^m  the  right  to  use  the  ooeaiH  whidi  is  the 
conimon  an^  acknowledged  highway  of  Mitietts,for  tke 
purposes  Of  transporting,  in  their  own  vesselt,  the 
pcodudts  of  their  owh  soil  and  the  actpiisitions  of  their 
own  induatry,  to.ajnarket  in  the  ports  of  iriendly^na- 
'tions,^and  tP  bring  Jiome,  in  retucn,  such  srticlas  at 
their  necessities  or  convenience'  may  require — siwayi 
i:e||srding  .the  rights  of  belliteients,  as  defined'  by  the 
established  Ihws  of  tiadons.  ^reat  BriUin,  in  deflsnce 
o^Uys  iif  con  testable  right,  capturus  every  Americsn 
vessel  bound  t^«tNr  returnhig  fro«n,  a  pdrt  where  hsr 
comn^erce  is  ii0t  fovore^ ;  oislsves  our  pMimen,  end  in 
spite  of  mur  rsmonstraaceMperseveres.  in  these  sggres- 


To  wrohgrsor  daring-  in  eharacteif  and'  so  disgrace- 
ful in  their  eiecution^  it  is  impossible  that  the  p^e 
of  t^e  United  Statesjshould' remain  indifferent.  We 
must  now  tamely  and  quietly  sdbmSt,  or  we  must  re- 
sist by  those  means  which  God  has  placed  within  oar 
reach* 

••Yovr  oDittinitt^.  would  not  -east  a  ahade  over  dit 
American  namf  by  tfie  expression  of  a  doubt  whi^ 
branch  of  this  alternative  will  be  embraoed..  The  oc- 
.casion  is  now  presented  wh^n  the  Rational  diarader, 
fhisundeivfood  and  tradufied  fOf  a  time  by  forei^  and 
domeetic.enemiesj  should  be  vindlcatbd.  If  we  have 
hot  rushed  |o  the  field  of  battle  like  the  nations  who 
are  led  by  the  mad.  ambi^h  of  a  siavle  chief,  or  the 
avarice  of  a  corrupted  courjk,  iV  has  no(t  {woceeded  flon 
a  foar  oi  wai^'  but  from  ou^  love  ,of  jus^  and  human- 
ity. TAat  proud  spirit  .of  liberty  and  independenet 
which  sustained  Our  fathere  in  the  succeesfhl  assertion 
of  their  rightt  sgainst  foijeign  aggression  is  not  yet 
sunk.  .The  jpatriotic  fire  <^  the  fiarsAotion  «tiH  bums 
ill  the  Ameri^  breast  #ith  \  holy  and  unextinguitl* 
able  flime,  and  will  conduct  this  nation  to-those  high 
destinies  which  are.  not  less  the  ,reward  of  dignified 
moderation'than  of  exalted  valor. 

But  We  have  home  widi  injury,  until  forbearance 
has  eeaeed  t6  baa  virtue.^  T^he  sovereign^  and  inde- 
pendence of  these  8tate%  purchased  and  'sanctified  by 
the  Mood  of  opr  fathers,  firem  yrhom  we  received  them, 
not  for  ourselves  only,  but  as  the  inheritance  ef  our 
posterity,  are,  deliberatelj  and  systematically  violated. 
And  .the  period.  1^M  arriWiWhen,  ^l  the  opinion  of 
your  cdoimittee,  it  is  the  sacred  duty  of  Congress  te 
call  forth  the  patrioUAh  and  resources  o^the  country. 
By  the  aid  of  4Kese,  and  wHh  the  blessing  of  God,  we 
confidently  thwt  we  shell  be  enabled  to  procure  that 
redress whio^  has  been  sought  for >y justice,  byre- 
monstcanee,  aqd  forbearance^  in  vain< 

Your  committee,  reserving  for  a  fhture  report  thoee 
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ulterior  mMMref;  wUeh,  in  their  opinton^bvght  lo  be 
narsoed,  woald,  at  this  time,  eMrneetlj  recommendy  in 
the  wof^  of  the  PreMdent,  '^that  the  United  States 
be  flat  into  an  jarmor  and  attitude  demanded  by  the 
erisia,  and  corrmonding  with  the  natiAual  spirit  and 
expeetationa."  And,  to  this  end,  they  beg  leave  to 
sofcmit,  for  the  adoption  of  the  House,  the  ibUo^riag 
iBsoluttons :       * 

ii.  Re$ok>ed,  That  the  MUitavy  EstobUshment,  as 
astfioriMd  by  the  existing  laws,  ooght  to  be  iDsmedi- 
ately  eompieited  by  filling  up  the  ranks»  and  pro^png- 
.  ing  the  enlktBient  oC  the  troops ;  abd  that  to , encour- 
age enlirtmoDt,  a  bounty  in  lands  ought  to- bo  giTon  in 
addition  to  the  pay 'and  bounty  now  allowed  l>y  law. 

5.  That  an  additionalibfce  of  teir  thoosand  regnlar 
troops  ought  to  be  immediately  raised  to  sar^e  for  three 
yeus;  imd  that  a  ^bounty  in  lands  ought  to  be  given 
tocnoooTBge  enli^tmenls. 

3.  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the '  PresidoDt, 
under  proper  re^eAions,  to  accept  the  eervioe  of  any 
number  of  voluntoers,  not  exceeding  fi%  thousand ;  to 
be  orgniied,  trained,  and  held  -in  readineps  to  act  on 
sncii  serrioe  as  theaxigettefet  of  the  GoTernment'may 
require*  '••.••• 

^  (That  the  President  be  aUtboriied  toor^out, 
horn  time  to  time,  detachments  of  the  niifitia»  as  iu  hb' 
opinion  tho  public  serrice  may  require. 

d*  Th#t  ail  tb«  vesseli^nbt  now  in  serri/ee  belonging 
to  the  Navy,  Mid  worthy  of  repair,  be  immediatdy  it* 
ted  vptnd  put  in  oommission. 

6.  That  It  is  expedient  to  permit  our  merchant  ve^* 
aelB,  owned  oKclnsivaly  by  resident  citixens,.  and  com- 
manded and  navigated  MAj  by  bitisens,  to  arm,  under 
proper  re^rulations^  U>  be, prescribed  by  law,  in  aelKV 
dofcnoe,  against  all  unlawful  proceedings  towards  them 
oa  the  high  seas.  / 

C0NTE8TE1>  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  tfie  coosid^ration  6f  the 
unfinished  busiuesB,  ?iz :  the  report  of  the  cooi- 
mittee  oo  the  petition  of  John  Taliaferro,  eootest- 
io|r  the  election  of  Xobn  r.  HuNcwmroRii,  which 
•aid  report  if  as  follows  i 

The  Committee  of  Electiohs,  to  whom  was  referred 
die  petition  of  John  TaUafeito,  contesting  the  election 
•f  iohn  P.  Hungevfotd,  re^rned,  as  oue  of  the  Rep- 
xeaentalives  for  the  Stato  of 'yirginia,^in  the  present 
Gongrese,  and  praying^  be  admitted  in  hit  stoaB,  tiave 
had  the  eaid  petilkm  under  consideration,  nnd  report, 

nrt,  at  tiie-lsnt  General  Cleotion  in  Virglniafor 
gepusenlariven  to  Congress,  the  said  John  Taliafoiro 
and  John  P.  Hungerfoc^  were  opposing  candidates  in 
the  distnct  compoesd  of  the  counties  of  Westmissland, 
Birhmond,  Lancastoi;  Northunibetl.and,  King^  Oeeiqge, 
and  8tsJfard:\^rom  the  polls  of  the  several  counties, 
the  fating  member  appeare  to  have  obtained  a  auuoi^ 
e#siz  volekintho.distriet,and^wasaeeoidang^  le- 
tnmed  ns  eleotod. 

That  oC  the  polla  takan  for  the  cqunty  of  WestflMro: 
land,  John  TaUaforro  had  37  votes  and  John  P./Hong- 
erford  Slf  votei;  and  that,  on  compariag  the  poll  with 
the  land  last  of  the  year^  1810,  and  taking  the  4is<  as  « 
tool,  it  appears  to<  the  'committee  that  9  penons  Who 
voted  te  the  foprm^,  and  102  ppsonswlfo  votedfor  the 
ktter  gentleman^  werenot  Ratified  to  vote. 

That  of  the  poUs  taken  for  the  county  of  Richmond, 
Mr.  Taliaforro  had  103  votos,.and  Mr.  Hongerford  130 
and  that,  on  ife^h  comparison  as  aforesaid,  IS 


persons  who  voted  for  the  former,  and  38  pereons  who 
voted  for  the  latter  gentleman,  appear  not  to  have  been 
legally  qualified  voters.  > 

That  of  the  poBs  taken  for  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
Mr.  Taliaferro. had  U2  votes  and  Mr*  Hungerford  96 
votes ;  and  that  on  sUch  comparison  as  aforesaii^  30 
persons  who  voted  for  the  former  gentleman,  and  30 
persons  who  voted  for  the  latter,  appear  not  to  have 
l^n  l.egally  qualified  voters. 

That  of  the  polls  taken  for  the  county  of  Northum- 
berland, M^.Tfliafonohad  238  votes  and  Mr.  Hung- 
erford 75  votes  X  and  that  on- such  compar^n  as  afore- 
said, 35  pefsons  who  voted  foi*  the  former  gentleman, 
and  1  peieon  who  voted  for  the  latter,  appear  not  to  have 
been  legally  ^al^ed  roters. 

That  of  the  polls  taken  for  the  coun^  of  King 
George,  Mr.  TaliafomThad  114  votes  and  m»  Hunger- 
ford.  125  votes;  and  that,  on  each  comparison  as  afore- 
said^ 38  nersons  who  had  voted  for  the  former  geatle- 
i^an,  and  50  persons  who  voted  for  the  lattec,  a^pisar 
not  to  l^ve  been  legally  qualified  voters. 

That  of  the  polio  taken 'for  the  oonn^  of  Stafibtd* 
Mr.  Tahafono  ha^  158  votes  and  Mr.  Hungecford  ]I6 
votes ;  -and  that,  on  such  comparison  as  aforeeaid,  99 
persons  who  voted  for  the  fotaer  gentlemant  ap^iear 
not  to  have  been  legally  qualified  yoters. 

The  result  of  such  examination  and  comparison  is, 
that  deducting  from  both  polls  the  persons  challenged, 
who  do  not  appeal'  to  have  been  qualified  to  vote  ac- 
cording to  the  land  liste  of  1810,  Mr.TaUafono  has  a 
majority  over  Mr.  Hungerford  of  121  votes« 

Tho,committee  fiitther  .rep4rt»  that  <fo  the  7th  day 
of  May  last,  the  pe^ioner  gave  notice  to  the  sitting 
.  member  of  his  intenuoo  to  contest  th^  election,  on  the 
ground  that  tha^ former  had  a.  majorit|^.of  the  legal  and 
qualified,  yotes,  and  that  such  notice  wai  accompanied 
by  a  list  of- the  -persons  challenged  li^y  the  petitioner, 
with  his  objections  to  them.  On  the  28th  of  May,  the 
silting  member  furnished  the  petitioner  with  a  1^  of 
the  peboi^  challen^  by  hiul,  aetting  forth  his  objec* 
tions  against  such  voters.  These  liste  contain,  as  well 
tiie  names  of  the  pe'VOas'  who  the  comnkittee  find  iM>t 
to  be  on  the  land  list%  as  others,  who  are  challenged  by 
the  parties  for  the  want  6f  the  flreehold  quilification, 
and  for  other  causes,  .         ^ 

That  on  the  »7tt  day  of  Oeptombor  last,  the  p<lHian* 
er  gave  notice  iii  arriting,  subscribed  by  himK  to  the  sit* 
ting  meoiberp  that  ta^timony  would  bo  takenin  relation 
toSie  f  resent  oontroversy,  and  to  be  used  in  the  doei* 
rion.of  the  same,  at  King  George  court-hOuse  on  the 
lOtb;  at  W«a^n<NCeland.  oourt-house  on  the  1 7th »  and 
at  Rishflbend  oourt-house  on  the  33d  of  October ;  and 
that  the  psritienaf^  agreaabl^  to  such  notice,  haa  taken 
sundry  depositions,  whidi  are  now  before  the  oommit- 
tee ;  but  ther,sitting  menkber  did  not  attend  such  exam- 
inatioay  for  masons  >stated  by  him  in^a  proteat  whieh 
he  caoRied  to  be  delivered  to  the  j»etitionar. 

The  ^comnuttea  fiirther  stote,  that  thoy  made  the 
comparison  of  the  poQs  with  the  land  lists,  at  ihe  parti- 
cular reqheat  of  the. petitioner,  and  for  the  puipoee  of 
reducing  the  controversy  before  them. as  ihuch  aa  poe- 
rible :  and  that  thc^  were  induced  .to  this  course  from 
adopong  as  a  prinaple,  that>  according  tootfaa  laws  of 
Virginia,  the  land  list  of  the  year  jprior  to  the  election 
is,  in  tibe,  first  instauee,  to  be  reoeived  as  eridenoe  of 
all  the  freelu>lders  in  the  county :  but  this^ridence(they 
conceive,  and  so  it  was  admitted  by 'the  parties,  is  only 
conclusive  in  the  absence  of  all  other  eridehoet  and 
they  accordingly  are  of  o^on,  that  it  is  competent  for 
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iSke  paititf  to  flhoir,  bj  oHmr  tBitiiiioiiy,'tlMt  psnoni 
appearing  oiwihe  lead  Ual  aM  ndtfreabiiJdefsraikl  tkof 
not  entitled  to  tote;  and  on  the  other  hand  that  person*^ 
not 'appearing  on  ^e  land  liaU  ^^ireeholderE  and 
voters. 

The  aittihg  merabes,  before  sueh  ezdminatiott  ,^wat 
gone ;  into,  diked  for  time  to  take  |eattn\ony»  qn^der 
the  oonfietion  that  in  aTeasonable  period,  to  be  fixed 
bythfi  committee,  he  would*  be  able,  by  evidence  to'  be 
taken,  to  support  ^ia' challengea  and  lus  poll,- and  he 
ataU  reqdfcaU  socfa  time  to  be  allowed^  him :  the  ^litf- 
tioner«  oi»the  other  hahd>  has  at  all  times  opposeidsnoh 
request,  on  thie  ghnind  that  the  siltkig  member  has  had 
sndicient  iirne^  sinpe  he  -was  apprized  that  the  election 
would  bex»ntested,  to  prbdove  his  tostaaopy.   . 

The  cQmmittee  are  aware  that  some  inconvenience 
must  arise  to  the  pjetitioner,  if  this  contest  js  laid  over 
fyr  any  time ;  bnt  they  think  the  right  of  snftage  oOght 
not  to.  be  hasarded  or  de^tro^ed  on  aoconpt  •f  any  ta« 
drridnal  ineonteriieiice.  If  there  has  not  been  gr<Ms. 
neglect  in  the:sittlng  mepihar,  the  Ieomntittee,con,cetve 
that  it  irdoe  to^e'eleolMs  oi  tha  district  who  pplled 
lor  >im,  and  to  himaa£(  B0i:to  hairy  hiscape  to  «  deci- 
aion  without  awarding  tl^m  and  him  ^  of^iofftuniQp  to 
make  good  tlw  deetkm,  if  they  ean  da  it 

It  has  already  been'statad,  that  the  petition^  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  eonteat  tt)e  election,  te  the 
sitting  memben  on  the  7^  of  May ;  %ml  this  the  former 
contends  ^as  suAdeht  to  put  the  latter  to  the  task,  of 
O0ttecting  afid  arrangingli»prOof;  your  committee  see« 
however,  thaf  this  proceeding  was  modelledon  the  laws 
and  usages  of  YkginSa,  and  according  td  t^e^  it  is 
regwrded  as  a  mere  faictpient  sl^,  edKng  for  no  pro* 
ceeding  from  the  oth'el*  party.  8uch  a  notice  oi)  the'heel 
of  a  t^dntested  eteotion,  is.  an  ihdex  to  the  'ieelings«jof 
the  person  givmg  it^  but  nof  always  the  propf  of  a  sat*- 
tM  determination.  As  the  period  of  the  eledioh'  re- 
cedes, and  the  difficulties  attending  a'  oatfvass  beoome 
more  mpparedt,  tfaf  mutkocesM  candidate  aoinetimef 
abtndans  his  notice  and  ,his  scrutiny^  It  ought  not, 
thecHore,  tb  be  reguired  of  the  peradn  returned,  ibr 
sucfaeauaeHilone,  to  ii^ade  thraugh  all  the  trouble, 'dif«^ 
Hcul^  and  expense  of  a^  tedious  examination,  wfail^  it 
remama  doubtftil  whMher'hisapponent  will  proceed: 
it  is  surely  in  season  to  begin  to  take  defcnaiTO  tesli* 
SMmy  when  th»  nppaahig  ,pasty  W  enmnianoid  thi 
inva^tigalioii.  .  .  •     ^ 

The  notice  giv«i  by  the.  petUionei^  enn  th#  «7th  of 
Seplettber,  for  the'exanrtnationsontlle-lMk,  fTth^'aiid 
S8d  *ef  October,  the  obmmittae  hava  aec6idingfy  regards 
ad  aa  the  fiiat  eOeiMt  meaaui^  towards  «he  *crutiay'r 
4nd  ther  are  satisfied  that  hi  a  disCHct  otMnposed  of 
sis  codnties,  and  in  t  ^Me  whem  the  voles  challeitged 
ezceed4id  four  hundred,  h  waa  notpraetieiMe  for  the 
sitting  member  tb  take  his  teatimony  in  season  for  the 
eotomancement  of  this,  session.  A  no^  given  by-tein 
after  the  t9th  of  Beplenber,  would  |iot  have  been 
deeoHii  TOaabnaUa  for  an  earlier  day  than  the  I0t&,  of 
Oclo%er;  nor^would  it  have  been  .allowed  in  him'  to 
call  the  petitioner  from  hitf  own-  examilkations,  whicH 
were  to  eontinueuntil  after  the  V^m  October-:  after, 
the  Sdd^  Ootober,  it  is  not  po^le  to  cono^ive  that 
the  sitting  member  could  procure  his  evidence^  allow* 
ing  him  .time  befoie  the  first  day  of  the  session  to  travel 
to  the  seat  of  government 

The  commttteef  in  addifion  to  the  focte  already  stated, 
repojrt,  that  it  appears  to  them  that  on  the  80th  day  of 
April  last,  bding  the  day  of  tiie  tanvass,  tha  petitioner 
procurad  the  oertificatea,  «nder  antii,  of  two  of  the 


shsrifle  and  two  elf  the  defu^  sheriffii  who  attended  to 
compare  the  poOsy  that  if  an  equality  of  voles  had  ap- 
penMd,  they  would  ha  to  vo^for  the  petitioner,  whidi 
certificate  was  traosmiUed  by. the  magistrate,  before 
wfioin  it  was  attested;.to  the  jdark  of  this  Houses  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  TallAfocro,  to  be  retained  uatii  palled  for 
hf  him»         _   i     ■-  • 

Thii,'  the  petitioner  alleges,  ought  to  be  regarded  ai 
the  eommeneementof  his  testhnony,  and  cOntendi  that 
it^luA  onfy  adveriimBd  •the  sitting  maa|ber  tW  hie  t^ 
would  be  contested,  but .  made  it  nacaesaiy  for  him 
forVkwith,  and  wi&out  further  notice  oraetan  the  nvt 
of  Ih^  petitioner,  to  pmoeed,  to  his  examinations.  The 
committee,  however,  liAve  nothing  before  then  which 
goef  to  show  distincdy  the  object  of  the  petitioner  in 
praeuitng  |he  certificatet  nor  can  they,  in  any  point  of 
view,  ^Dttsidar  it  aaauch  a  prdnde  to  the  scrutiny  u 
to  require  from  the  sitting  member  ^hat  he  should  pio- 
«e0d  to  kis  canvaia. 

llie  commitleo,  therefore^  npoki  a^  view  of  all  thedr- 
cumatanoea  of  ,^  case,  are  'Of  opinion,  that  forther 
time  ouf^t  to  be  granted  to  the  sitting  member  to  pt>- 
'Ottre  testiaiony,  and  they  jto^ohUngly  •ibmit  the  fol- 
lowing  rfBoIii^tidn : 

RemUoed,  Thatateasonafileliniebealfoired  toJoha. 
P.  Jfungerford,  a  member  of  this  House,  to  prooare 
t^timotoy  relatcvoHohii  efectten,  and  that  the  Coouait* 
tee  of  ShMi^ens  have  power^  ejcnnii|^  witnemeB*  and 
ta  make  order  for  fuch  axaminaliona  la  the  caseof  the 
said  election.      •  *  - 

WBsnroiifeirAirD  Oovirvr,  April  JW,  lail. 

aivt  Tho.  ^closed  'document  was  ti^en,  signed, 
and  sworn  to,  by  the* subscribing  gentfomeo,  in  the 
presoufe  of  John  Taiiaforioi  E^sq*.  Ooaeral  Hanger- 
ford,' and.  myaelf,  at  a  aubetingof  tke  aherifii  at  WMt- 
moreland'  court-house*  for  the  purpose  oi,  com^nng 
the-  Congrepeioiuil  poll  for  the  counties  of  Stafford, 
King  George,  Westmoreland,  Richmond,  Lancaiter, 
and  Northumberland;  and  ^hkh  paper  f  herewith 
transmit  to  you,  at  the  re^^  of  Mr.  Taliaferro,  te  be 
retaiA^  by  you  unt\l  called  for  by  hkn. 

I  nm,  eir,  yonrs,  die. 

TflOkA*  BOWAKD. 

Patuck  KaASu>XB»  £sq.,   . 

;.  CUtkqf  tUHomtqf  B^-.^*^ 
.  ^Wvthe  undsnigBad  a^erift.  Who  have  aasMttlM 
at  WeOtmoretand  couri;4iona^  on  tiiir  9«th  ^  ^ 
A^O,  lari^  to  oooat' and ^oompava  the poUp 4aklNiin 
r#«r  rebpadisa  oAwli<a  for  •  delagats  tQ^asrve  in  the 
Houoe  of  RepreaenUtives  {^  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
«0d  dtglsi^  do  oorti^r  thi|t,  if :aff  avmlily  of  votM  bad 
appaarod  oA  the  whole  ol*  ihe  poU,  we  ahoiddhive 
voted  in  the  foUowtAgamaner: 

RiehaMl  Chmghton,  ^  daptity  ahariff  fiir  Thomtf 
JittMt,  sheriff  oil  N,oi[jduiinheriand,  ahonld  hara  vaM 
for  iohn  Tallafowo.  Wilham  6.  SMie,  deputy  eher* 
Iff.for  JSnoohMaaan,  aheriff  of  Sta^ad,  ^lauld  htf« 
voted  foitiahnTaliafoRo.  i.  Digga  Diahni^,  ih«iff 
of  King  GclOrge,  would  have  voted  for  John  Talialino* 
Joaanh.€asfeer,  jhn.,  atmff  df  Laoaaater,  :ivb«ld  have 
votod  for  John»  TaliaiBrro, 
^ATK  or  Vinoisri,  Watnwrektndetmniy^'ioviU: 

Thia  «9th  day  of  April,  18U,  the  aforesaid  Rkhafd 
Olaughton,  WUHam  8.  Sterne,  Jamea  D.  Dishman, 
and  JoMph  barter,  jun^  made  oath  bafetto  me,  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  aaid  county,  that  Chey  wooldhavo 
givjni  their  vote  in  the  ipataner  as  above  atated  by 
them.  Giveh  under  my  hand  the  day  and  year  above. 
THOMA8EOWAND. 
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Statk  or  ViRsiiriA,  West  more  iand  county,  set  : 

I,  Joseph  Fox,  clerk  of  the  court  of  Westmoreland 
county,  qiAlifidd  accordiDg  to  law,  do  certify  that 
Thomai  Rbwaod,  whose  name  is  subscribed  within, 
was,  «t .  the  time  of  taking  the  affidavit  to  which  his 
name  is  subscribed,  and  is  now,  an  acting  justice  of 
the  peace  for'  said  c0inty«  duly  commissioned  and 
qnalined  according  \o  jaw,  and  th^t  due  faith  and 
credit  ought  to  be  given  to  all  ^  acts  as  such* 

In  testimony  whereof  I  h§ve  hereunto  set  my  hand, 
and  ftffixed  the  public  seal  of  my  office,  this  thirteenth 
day  of  Aprils  in  t|ke  year'  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hondred-and  elevei^,  and  of  the  CTommo^iwealth 
of  Yurginia  the  thirty-fiAh. 

JOSEra  FOX,  C.  W.  C. 

t  Kftire  Gxoli0x,'jl#ay  4j  1811. 

Sin-:  Be  pleased  to  take  ^notice;  that  t  shall,  on  the' 
Meeting  of  the  n^xt  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
contest  ypqr'  election  to.  represent  ttie  counties  of 
WeetttioieJand,  ^Richmond,  Lancaster,  Northumber- 
land, KIng'Oeorge,  and  9tailbrd,  hi  that  body,  on  the 
girennd  tli^l!  you  did  not,'lit  the  last  election,  obtain  a 
majority  of  the  electors  of  the  said  distrier  who  were 
legiaOy  qnahfied  te  vote  for  k  Representative  Hd  Con- 
gress. And  I  shall  ftrrtber  make  it  appeaar,  if  neces^ 
sary,  that  your  election  has  been  contrary  to  law^  and, 
finally,  that  I  shall  claim*  the  right  '•  to  represent  the 
sftid  district,  in  virttie  of  tny  ha^ng  obtained  over  you 
a  nULJority  of  the'  votes  of  the  electors  theredf  who 
were  duly  And  legally  authorized  to  -vote  in  the,  elec- 
tion. Below  yon  wiH  find  a  hut  of  the  names  of  the 
peraons  from  the  seVerol  counties  in  the  said  di/itrict, 
wfie  voted  for  you,  to  who^  votes'!  object  as  not  beiiig 
legal,  and  my  particular  obiections  to  the  I^^ality  pf 
each  peraonV  ^ote  ^e  placed  dpi^osife  to  each  of  their 
names.  "  ^        ^    .      '      . 

.1  ata,  respectfully,  <yotv  obedient  servknt,  dec. .' 

XO«N  TALIAFERRO/ 

General  JoairP.  HuiroxaroRo. 

[Hefe  IbUbws  the  Ust  of  dN^4  names.] 

Sim :  Below  you  will  find-  a  list  of  Uie  i^ames  of  the 
persons  irom  the  $everal  counties  cd^poaing  the  Con- 
gressional district  for  which  1  have-  b^en  elected>  who 
voted  for  you  to  repres^t  the  s»id  district  in.  the  Con- 
gress of  the  tJniteJt  Slates,  to  whpse  votes  I  object'  as 
Deing  illegal ;  and  opposite  to^lhe  name  of  each  voter 
so  objected  to  by  m^  you  will  find  my- particular  oh-, 
jectionto  the.legaHty  of  the  vote.    ,'^  .     .  - 

Youi^  respectfully* 

.;     JOHN  p.  HUNGE^rORD. 

Mr. Joh9,Tai/U'^uio.  /    *•        « 

[Here  Ibllows  fhe.Uit  of  1^9'name^.] 

Wsemons^Aro  Covjrvi',  to  vaii  : 

On  tliie  day  Henry  il^ng^rford  personidly  Ippeered 
befera BO,  J«neeMillef,  af  jostiee  of  the  peace  In  and 
Ibr  tiie  aforesaid  odVinty,  and  onade  oath  that,  6n  the 
Mtb  diay  oi  May,  be  delivered  to  John  T aKaibri-o,' 
Esq.,  a  true  eop^  of  t)ie  aforegoing  writing.  Oertitf  ed 
tUi  Mth  day  of  Oetober.isn. 

^  ,  iAMBS  MILLBR- 

'  forrxMBER  25,  I8U. 

Sim :  Be  pleased  to  tidie  Aotice,  that  I  shall,  at  K^ig 
George  court-house,  on, the  lOt^  day  of  October  nelt, 
and  at  Westmoreland  court-house^  on  the  17th  of  the 
•ame  month,  and  at  Richmond!  cpurt-house,  on  the 
2Sd  of  the  same. month,  proceed  to  take^the  evidence 
of  sundry  persons,  to  be  used  by  me  in  the  decision  of 
the  contest  now  depending  between  you  at^d  myself 


fora  seat  in  the  next.  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
as  the  Representative  of  the  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  StaflTord,  King  GeorgC;  Westmoreland, 
'Richmond,  Northiltnberlahd,  and  Lancaster ;  and  that 
I  shall  proceed,  at  each  of  the  above  pUces,  at  the 
times  -above  stated,  to  take'  evidence,  and  continue  at 
each  place,  from  day 'to  day,  to  take  evidence  until  the 
whole  can  -be  ^one  through  with. 
.  I  am„  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  TALIAFERRO. 

General  JoBir  P.  HuiroEnro^n. 
Statj£  of  Viroikia,  King  George  County,  set  ^ 

Meriwether  Taliaferro,  made  eath  before  me,  an. act- 
ing jjualsce  of  the  peace  for  the  aforesaid  coun^,  that 
be .  did,  on  the  87th  of  last  month,  (September,)  de- 
liver to  General  John.p.  Huf^erford  a  notice,  in  wri- 
toig,  of  which  the  wit^n  is  a  true  eopy^  "Given  under 
my  hand  this  8th  day  of  October,  IQU. 

'        ALEX.  I&.  HOOE- 

,     *       .    hxxm-rowir,  October  9,  1911. 

Sir  :  I  protest Against  iSie  notices  yon  haV^  recently 
^iven  roe,  to'take  de)posi^ons  In  thrse  of  the  couikties 
of  the  district,  for  the  following  reasons ;'  , 

1st.  There  exists  no  law  entitling  you  to  give  them, 
Empowering  a  magistrate  to  adniinister  the  QAtbtt  or 
•lo  take  the  .depositions  providing  an  authority  to  de- 
cido'  incidental  qcrestiens  during  an.  intesUgation,  or 
enabling  me  to  obtain  >the>attendance  of 'witnesses. 

SdW.  There  does,  exist  a  law  requiring  my  attend- 
ance in  CongfeM  on  the  4th  of  November  n6xt,  ar  the 
member  returned  for  this  diiltrict 

3dly.  it  ie  impossible  for  me  to  obey  the  existing 
l^w,  and  conform  also  to  the  mode  you  iiave  adopted, 
without  law,  for  ^scrutinizing  th^  decti^mi  It  termi- 
nated on  the  22d  of  April.  Oof  the  4th  of  May  you 
■notified  me,  according  to  the.  law  of  Virginia  in  rela- 
tion to .  State  elections,  of  your  .intention  te  dispute 
my  election,  and  fomishod  me  with  lists  of  votes  .you 
objected  to^  in  ea^  of  the  six  counties'  composiag  the 
district ;  end  I  furnished  you  with  similar  oounter4ists, 
according  to^the  same  (aw.  -  Recently  you  have  given 
me  notice  of  an  intention  to  take  depositions  in  three 
of  those  counties,  on  the  lOth,  ITth,  and  23d  o^  this 
monlh ;  resolving  an  jC^qual  powers,  t^  exhaust  the 
month  of  November  in  the  othel  thre$,  in  the  same 
wayi  heforiB  I  can<  be  app/izetl  of  the  nature  of  your 
exceptional  or'  the  .evidence  n6c«ssary  to  meet  them. 
This  ingeniobs  m»nageinent  for  jmshing  the  scrutiny 
beyond,  or  iar  into,  the  session  of  Congress,  makes  it 
impossible  for  me  both  to  obey  the  law  requiring  my 
attendance  (firing  this  periodi  and  to  obey  your  future 
notices ;  or '  to.  avail  myself  of  a  right  of  a  personal 
attendance^  withoiit  violating  the  right  of  mgr  constit- 
uents to  representation ;  and,  however  imperative  tiie 
preference  bet|reen  these  evils  may  be,  m  a  case  of 
necessity,  I  know  not  by  wpat  authority  you  can  im- 
pose it.        »  ■  '  '  ■       . 

4th^.  Npr  do  the  prfaciplee'of  reason  and  equity, 
in  my  view,  pitjitate  less,  forci^y  than  those  of  law, 
against  the  anode  of  scrutiny  you  hare  attempted  to 
prescribe.  The  notificationi  according  to  the  State 
law,  was  also  a*  notification  of  your  intention  to 
adopt  its  rules  throughojut.  It  enacts  that  scrutinies 
shall  commence  witlti^  two  months  of  the  election, 
and.  terminate  thirty  days  before,  the  ensuing  ses- 
^ou  of  Assembly.  Your  proposed,  commencement  is 
near  six  months  from  tiie  election,  and  the  termina- 
tion of  the  scrutiny,  if  I  ought  to  be  allowed  as  much 
time  as  you  hav^  exhausted  and  will  exhaust,  would 
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probaUj  g^Q  beyond,  or  deep  into',  ^e  nesnotK/af  Con- 
gress. If,  by  ^our  first  notice,  yp9  can  avail  yourself 
oC  the  letter  or  e^ity  of  the  State  lait»  Vour  subse- 
quent nonconformi^  to  either"  was  a  nptificatioii  Uvme 
of  an  abandonmeiU  of-  the  scrutiny.  If  not,  even 
your  first  notice  was  irrelative  and  ^oid.-  But  if  its 
equity  andiilstice  is  siistaiirtfble  upo$  the  moral  au- 
thority of  the  law,  the  same  authority  is'equally  con- 
clusive against  the  equity  anil  justice  .of  your  lying  by 
hrueex  six  months,  and.  then  attem^t^jig  to  compel 
the  returned  member  fo  deseit  bis  -constituents,  or  his 
defence.  The  oly^ot  of  the  law  you  hiive  adopted, 
and  tidated,  wM  to  prerf  nt  a  modie  of  proceedipg  inr 
jnrious  to  IM  individtial  or  to  the  people ;  io^the  mili- 
vidnal,  from  the  decisive  advantage  his  «b«ence  w6u|d, 
give  to  an  antagonistic*  the  investigatioh  of.  a  mnlti-' 
tude  of  di»tinct  oases,  iw  to  whidi  np  Aji^ont  could  pr 
woula  be  sufficismtly  \nforBted  to  da  hint  juftibe ;  ox  to 
the  people,  from  the  los^-of  Y«pr«eentation,.-or  from  re* 
^vin^  it  rather  from,  a  acnitifiy  unequally  conducted^ 
than  fif^Mn  ih^r  own  sttvages. '  - 

Wbatevet  mjght  have  beena.'prbper  Mnt  of  condud 
forme,  had  you  continued  to  confprai  to  the  principles 
6f  our  State  lavii^  I  discover  no  obliga^on  ifn  Iconfoitn- 
ing  to  >  mode  ot  fcxutiny,  pre99ribed  only  hj^  yourself 
<A>ntrary  to  those  princi[Ae$ ;  becaufe  it  appeajv  to  4Ae 
to  be  warranted  ;as  Ht^ebyjusiiee-  as.)>y  law,  to  cox^ 
respond  with  no  princiDte,  o6uni:^nanQed,  or  likely  to 


be  countenanced,  by  either,  and  to  k«  at  le^st  aa  liable    f*5l!''!«?^*^  ^^^"^  the  evidence  in  •«PP<f  ^^,|^|"  "I" 


t^  be  rejiected  on  my  part  before  I-  had  adopted  lit  aa  (he 
Bute  mode  can  be  on  yours  ktUsr  you,  had  done  so.  **! 
cann0t»  thdreibre,  injustice  to  the  district,  or  to  my- 
self, perfenn  any  set  from  which  couM  be  inferred  a 
smbmismpn  to  the  unauthorized'aystemyouJiave  fdc^t* 
ed,  nor  allow' any -vi^lidity  to  the  affidavits  yoi|  m«y 
take  in  pi^rsua^ce  thereof! 
Hun,  fl^,  reepeetfully^  70ui%  4&c. 

iOHN  P.  HUISfGESJ'ORQ. 

.         ■     '*      '  bcTOBBB  It,  18lt 

This  exttraordinaij,  p^p^h  m>  full  ef  trdi^  and 
sophism,  whether  it  be  considered  as  a  serious  protect, 
o*  as  ac  ;indir0ct  mede'o^  popular  wheedling,  was.re- 
ceived  by  me  on.br  aboijit.tiie  'llth  instant,  (October.^ 
I  certainly  never  jneant  to  aet  under  ekher  of  the  Uws 
referred  to  in:  the  paper;,  the  State  Ifw,  regulating  Its 
own  proceedings  on  opntested  el6ctiens«  had  no  eppUr 
cation ;  and  the  law  oCOon'gnm,  on  j|.1ike  •  subject, 
had,  long  a^,  expired,  What  might  possiSly  be  the 
*«  moral  authority,  mentioned  iq  the  paper,  of  a  for- 
eign, a  repealedr'  or  of  an  expired'  kw,  m  the  case, J 
cannot  undectake  to  say.   fcpnsidered  that  the  House 


fhll  power  to  Jud^ie  of  the  eleetioni;  qualifications,  and 
returns  of  iheir  own  members ;  that  so  general  a  grant 
6f  ippwti  ^ecessarfly  implied  a  great  rin^ e  of  discretion' 
in  re^>e^  to  evidence ;  that,  Tr6m  the  eomnfencezbent 
ef  tiie  Government  to  January,  1^98,  ind  from  April, 
1804;  to  ^e  present  day,  no  act  of  u^gre^  hadexr 
isted^egulatlng  opntested  elections ;  that,  in  thoie  pe-. 
riodsof  timei  electidns  had*been-conteJ|tedand  decided 
on  almost  every  point  ^af  admits  ofcontest  I  there- 
fere,  without  reference  to  any  past  law,  endeavored  to 
procure  iufficient  lestiihony  on -the  general  pnneipfes 
which  are  adopted  in  courts  of  law  where  affidavits  i^ 
receive  in  .place  of  the  oral  testimony  of  yhnesses 
present.  I  meant,  at  the  earliest  day»  to  submit  the 
testimony  I  had,  with  deference,  to  the  Committee  of 
Oectiona,  to  solicit  their  (earliest  attelition  to  iti  stiffi>> 


cien<;y  In  point  of  form,  ^nd  'their  instructions  as  to 
what  other  sort  of  testimony  they  Height  .require,  that 
J  might,  in  the  speediest  way^  perfect  the  one  and  pro- 
6uns  the  otfier. 

-f  JOHN  TALIAFERRO. 

/-  *    WASBixe^QV,  Novefiib&  19, 1811. 

The  petitioner,  in  answer  to  this  objections  of  Mr. 
Hungerferd,'  the  sittit^;  member,  lo  the  admission  in 
evidence  of  tho'  notice  arid  affidavits  produced  by  the 
petitioner  in^upport  pf  <ha  allegations  in  his  petition, 
re^p^ctfriUy  repres^Xils  to  the  Opnimittee  of  Elections, 
that,  though  no  law  of  the  United  States,- or  of  the 
'titate  of  yjrginl%,  exiat^  prescribing  the  mode  of  tak- 
ing evidence  in  centeetoa  electioni  like  thepreiSDt, 
yet  it  has  beek  ^e  fettled  practice  of  ^oogrsss,  sines 
the  laWof  the  United  Sutes  on'thateutigect  expired,  (o 
receive  the 'evident  of  either  par^,- taken  confermsbly 
to  the  laws  and  general,  usage  of  tbi»  State  to  which 
they  belong,  requiring  hlw^f  that  ^eaiionable  qotiee 
be  given,  to  the  adverse .p^ty  of  t^ma  aed  place,  that 
hi  mayittend'and  pross-examine  the  witnesses, , if  hs 
thinks  peoper.  The  petitioner,  therefore,  submits  lo 
th^  oominit|0e,  whether  the  notices  given  by  him^siid 
the  evident  C^<!n,  dp  not  come  within  the  estaMiihed 
practice  of  Congresst  so  as  to  i:endcr  them  adiaissUiis 
on  3ie  pcdMnt  oceasabn.  With  rec^ard  to  the  soggss- 
tion  ef  the  fitting  member^  that  he  has  not  had  tii&s  to 


Ukttit  liie  petitioi^,  begs  leave  to  s^te  thf  following 
filfctk :  Is^  That  Ihp  election  closed  on  the  t9tk  day 
of  Appl  last,  at  which.  Ume  tbp  petitioner  declared  to 
the  sitting  member  hla  ^ntpntion  to  contest  tb6  elec- 
tion;  and. did,  in  the  precenpe  of  ^  Mttiag iien?ber, 
cause  the  affidavits  of  four  persens  to  he  taken  and 
transmitted  tat^  Clerk  of  the  House  of  RepresenU- 
*t  tives.  to  be'  used  as  evidene^  ^  the  eontxovcrqr*  .^* 
Thtft,  on  th^  7th  day  of  May^  he  caused  to  bedeUvered 
to  the  sitting  member  a  notice  ip  wvlting,  stating  n<»^ 
Ailly  the  intentioA  of  the  j>etitiener.to  eonlest  the  elec- 
tion^ annexed  to  which  notice  was  a  list  of  the 
nMaes  of  all  the  voiters  an  Uie  pdlb  of  the  aiding  mtm^ 
ber  ob>e6ted  td  by  the  petitioner,  and  a  specification  of 
ttie  partfepMr  |^ohnd  of  objection  to  each  ^oter. '  And, 
^ly.  That  ihe  petitioner  did^jbn  .the  ll7th  of  Septen- 


ber,  giye  the  sitQAg  member  notice 'of'th^  tioMs 
places  w(hen  apd  where  the  testfaneny  of  the  witneaaas 
proposed  to  be  ,exaintned  by  the  jiMitioner  would'  oa 
^ken ;  dnring  the  whole  of-  whidi  tim<>  the  sitting 
memb«?  aaad^  no  effi>rt  either:  te  oimtcovert  the  en* 
dcno9  Mdue^*  by4h^  petition'er,^or  to  show  that.  «c- 

^ Q»rdhig  tothe.constitntmnor  lawtfof  Vifffii^'^ 

of  Representatives,  both  from,  the  nature  of  th^  case,    voteta  to  whom  th^  petitioner  had  oinected  were  enti- 
and  from  the'  positive  words. of  the  ConsQtution,  had^  tied  to  the  right  of  ^uffirage ;  nhrhae  h^  atttfad  a  ^ 


gie  r— son  why  he  oooM  not  have  availed  ymif^^ 
such  testiinofl^,  if  it  exlste^  it  the  openiBf  ^  »^ 
iwresfent sessi<mof Congrassb  .,  *' 
'  If  there  le%  point,  which  the  sitting  n^emher  can  cf 
tehUah  to  (flange  "the  airipeotef  the  tease,  or  if  it  be  m 
hisiwwer  to  eountervail  the  ev^^«iee  before  the  com- 
mittee so  ai  to  ffrodnce  a  result  hi  his  fever,  the  p«t>- 
tiona;)^  dem^ds  ai|  ezpoeitipn  of  that  point/  *>^  ^  ^ 
closure  of  iho  evidence  upon  which  the  sitting  mamber 
will  ^iT  to  effect  ^at  ^Iject.  The  qudWibrf  will  then 
be  feiriy  present^  te  the.  view  of  the  commi^  *? 
th^ycan  determine  whether  the  evidence,  which  tne 
sitting  nieoiber  supposes  to  be  material,  might  not  nave 
been'  obtained,  with  proper  exertion,  anterior  **J^ 
meeting  ^Congress;  whether  due  fi\igence^9»«^^ 
used  1^  him  for  that  purpose,  and,  if  not,  ftoo  wna* 
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etoie  tlie  negleet  bai  trisen ;  and  finallj,  whether  the 
proof  which  the  fitting  member  imagines  to  exist 
wosld,  if  it  were  before  the  committee,  be  sufficient  to 
fQittin  the  Ttliclity  of  his  election.  The  petitioner 
begf  ktve  to  refer  the  oommittee  to  an  attenti^  exam- 
inttioii  of  the  ConstitatiQii  and  laws  of  Virginia  estab- 
lishiag  the  right  of  sufl&a^.  From  these  it  will  appear 
that  efery  male  citizen  of  the  State,  (other  than  free 
DSfroei  and  malattoes,)  aged  twenty-one  years,  who  is 
poMesnd  of  a  freehold  estate  at  the  least,  or  who  is 
tenant  for  life,  in  a  quantity  of  land,  if  improved,  eqdal 
to  twenty-five  acres,  or  fifty  acres  of  unimproved  land, 
or  of  a  lot  or  part  of  a.  lot  id  any  town  established  by 
law,  tod  who  shall  have  been  so  possessed  six  months, 
unleM  the  same  shall  be  derived  by  marriage  or  by  de- 
seent,  and  none  others,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  Rep- 
raMotatives  to  the  General  Assembly.  It  is  also  pro- 
vided by  a  law  of  the  State  that  one  or  more  commis- 
oonen  of  the  revenue  shall  be  annually  appointed  by 
the  eoort  of  eadi  county,  whoae  especial  duty  it  shall 
be  to  legiitei;  in  alphabetical  order,  in  a  book  called  the 
land-book  or  listy  the  nime  of  each  and. every  land- 
holder is  his  county ;  and  for  the  better  execution  of 
whieh,  it  is  provided,  by  law,  that  each  person  shall  an- 
noallj,  on  oath,  give  a  true  and  exact  account  of  pXi 
landi  and  other  property  ofwhich  he  is  possessed,  to  be 
entered  on  the  book  or  the  list  of  the  said  commissioner. 
This  land  Ust  is,  by  express  statute,  made  conclusive 
evidence  for  and  aigainst  sheriffs  in  the  collection  of  the 
land  tax.  It  is,  bj  law,  evidence  for  or  ag^nst  persons 
who  omit  or  refuse  to  vpte  at  elections  for  Representa- 
tives to  tfie  State  Legislature  or  to  Congress.  By  law, 
it  is  the  test  by  which  to  try  the  competency  of  grand 
jnroii,  as  none  but  freeholders  are  allowed  to  be  grand 
jvora.  It  has  been  the  immemorial  usage  of  the  Leg- 
iriatutt  of  Vh^ia  to  resort  to  the  land  list  as  the  most 
latiafactory  proof  in  contested  elections,  and.  their  de- 
omem,  in  cases  similar  .to  the  one  before  the  committee, 
have  uniformly  been  in  favor  of  the  candidate  having 
oa  his  poll  a  majority  of  votes  supported  by  such  list* 
From  this  view  of  the  laws  and  usages  of  Virginia,  the 
committee  will  readily  pereeive  that  grieat  credit  ia  due 
to  the  land  hst,  as  a  list  of  the  qualification  of  voters ; 
tad  the  petitioner  feels  confident  that  it  will  be  re- 
ceived by  the  committee  as  conclusive  evidence  in 
the  eaae  under  consideration,  unless  othef  testtmohy, 
^qaally  respectable,  should  be  adduced  to  support'  the 
pretenabns  of  the  sitting  member.  Apply  this  list  to  the 
pott  of  each  party,  and  it  is  a  fair  fnferenoe,  that,  out 
pf  ny  giveB  number  of  votes  divided  between  them^ 
iti  operatkm  wotild  dimimsh  the  votes  of  each  in  equal 


The  petitioner  humbly  ooacelvei  that  t&e  propoaition 
of  the  sitting  member  for  farther  time  to  collect  hia^ 
ondeoee,  is  supported  neither  by  reason  npr  precedent* 

It  wouU  seem  to  be  unnecessary,  after  the  solemn 
daetflon  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  caae 
of  Bayliea  and  Turner,  to  enter  into  any  general  rea^ 
MBing  upon  thia  anhjeet.  In  the  ease  referred  to,  ^ 
■ffhtttion  for  further  time  was  refuaed,  notwithaiand- 
^the  aitting  member  declared.it  would  be  in  .his 
power  to  iNToduce,  on  a  aubaequent  day,  material  evi- 
deuee,  of  which  he  had  not  previoualy  known.  But, 
without  the  aid  of  thia  adjudication,  auch  an  indulgence 
is  manifestly  inponsiatent  with  the  plainest  dictates  of 
iwtioe,  and  the  most  femiliar  maxims  in  every  judicial 
tiibQaal.  If,  indeed,  the  aitting  member  can  show  to 
the  committee  that  the  evidence  he  is  in  search  of  waa 
not  in  his  possession  or  power  at  any  former  period, 
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that  it  ia  material  to  the  support  of  his  claim  to  a  seat 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  he  has  made  use  of  every  reasonable  diligence 
to  obtain  the  aame  in  due*  time  without  effect,  the  pe- 
titioner would  not  contest  the  propriety  and  iaimeBs  of 
suspending,  for  a  limited  time,  a  final  determination  of 
the  present  controversy.  But,  on  the  contrary,  it  ia 
manifest  to  the  committee,  that  all  the  means  in  the 
power  of  the  petitioner  to  prosecute  the  inquiry,  on  his 
part,  were  equally  open  to  the  sitting  member  to  pre- 
pare for  his  defence ;  that,  immediately  after  reeeiving 
the  notification,  as  early  as  the  7th  of  May  last,  that 
his  election  would  be  contested,  it  was*  the  incumbent 
duty  of  the  sitting  member,  without  waiting  for  fur^ 
ther  steps  to  be  taken  by  the  petitioner,  to  have  met 
the  objectipna  made  by  the  petitioner  -to  the  voteri  ape* 
cifically  named^  and  to  ahow  the  baaia  on  which  their 
right  to  vote  reated.  Such  ia  course  waa  due  to  hini« 
self,  if  he  believed  the  evidence  foi>  that  purpose  waa 
in  existence;  it  was  due  «I80.  to  tlM  respect  which 
ought,  on  all  occaaiona,  to  be  evinced  for  the  honorable 
body  ofwhich  he 'waa  returned  a  member,  and  before 
whom  his  daae  ^svaa  to  be  heard.  Regardless  of  these 
considerationsy  and  of  the  right  of  the  petitioner  to  de- 
mand, in  bohdf  of  the  electors  of  hvi  district,  a  speedy 
decision  of  a  case  involving  their  dearest  interests,  the 
sitting  member  haa  suffered  six  months  to  elapse  with- 
out even  an  attempt  to  obtain  that  evidence  whidi  he 
now  pretends  to  be  so  essential  in  his  defence.  He 
haa  appeared  before  the  committee,  not  for.  the  purpose 
of  making  his  defence,  but  to  be  refieved  fh>m  that 
unpleaaant  task ;  the  committee  are  gravely  asked  tQ 
reward  his  negligence. by  granting  a  delays  whieh^  In 
all  human  probability,  will  amount  to  a  virtual  confir- 
mation of  his  seat  The  sacred  right  of  repreaentation 
in  the  Legislature,  at  this  critical  and  important  con- 
juncture of  o^r  national  concerns,  ought  not  to  be  ar* 
rested  from  a  portfon  of  the  American  people,  upon 
pretexta  whidi  are  aot  supported  by  fkcts  or  circum- 
stances, and  which,  if  true  in  their  fullest  extent,  would 
fail  of  producing  any  material  change  in  the  result  of 
Xht  present  inveetigatbn.  To  demonstrate  the  accura- 
cy of  this  proposition,  the  petitioner  begs  leave  to  refer 
the  committee  to  the  extraordinary  augmentation  of 
votes  .in  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  by  whidi  it  will 
appear  that  one  hundred  and  aixty-two  votea,  not  en- 
rolled on  the  land  list,  were  given  to  the  aitting  mem- 
ber in  that  county,  being  more  by  twenty-eight  than 
are  exduded  from  the  entire  poll  of  die  petitioner,  bj 
the  application  ef  the  land  list  aa  a  teat  to  hia  pell  taken 
for  the  six  oountiaa  composing  the  district ;  in  addition 
to  which,  the  aitUng  member  received  a  very  large  pro- 
portion  of  bad  votea  in  the  other  ^unties. 

Ftom  theae  premiaea,  which  are  aupported  by  ^k& 
atrongeat  proofe  in  the  poaaession  of  the4»mmitiee,  the 
conduaion.ia  irreaiatible,  that,  admitting  the  sitting 
member  to  sustain  every  objection  which  he  has  made 
tQ  the  poll  of  the  petitioner,  he  would  fall  very  fSir  short 
of  raising  hia  number  to  a  legitinute  majori^  of  the 
district.  The  petitioner,  therefore^  with  due  deference 
to  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  can  perceive  no  possi- 
ble benefit  to  be  derived  from  an  enlargemtot  ef  the 
time  for  taking  teatimony. 

Such  a  oourae  might,  and  moat  probably  would,  ena- 
ble the  petitioner  to  increase  the  majori^  oi  conatitn- 
tional  auffi^eato  which  he  ia  entitled,  but  it  could  not 
most  assuredly  lessen  them  into  a  minority.  DeepiT 
impreased  by  the  foregoing  considarationa,  and  with 
the  important  rifl^ta  of  lus  feUow-dUxena  involved  in 
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the  issue  of  the  question  before  the.  committee,  the  pe- 
titioner prays  that  his  caisto  may  be  considered  and  de- 
termined without  further  delay. 

lOEN  TALIAFER^Q. 

Mr.  Emott  addressed  the  Chair  as  follow? : 
Mr.  Speaker :  Before  the  qflestioa  is  taken  on 
tl^e  re^olu^ipn  now  before  the  House,  I  shall  take 
the  liberty  of  submitting  a  few  remark^ii^ expla- 
nation of  the  vote  which  I  aiti  about  to  give.  I 
am  aware  that, -from  the  time  which  has  akeady 
beed  consumed  in  this  discussion,  thie  patience  of 
the  House  is  nearly  exhausted,  and  it  is  therefore 
with  great  and  uufeiffped  reiuctance,  that  I  rise 
to  take  part  in  the  debate.  X^e  only  cousidera- 
tii^tns  indeed  whi^h  inducJe  me  to  trouble  you  at 
Ibis  time,  are,  that  I  am  a  member  of  the  Compiit- 
teeof  Elections  which  reported  the  resolution, 
and  that  the  erounds  on  which  I  agreecl  to  the 
resolution  in  the  committee,  and  which  stillre- 
tain  their  influence  on  my  mind,  have  not  been 
distinctly  stated,  and  I  fear  are  not  perfectly  un- 
derstood. 

It  is  not  my  intetition  to  enter  into  the  merits 
of  the  election,  of  to  exhibit. a  scale  of  probabil- 
ities by  which  the  House  shall  be  enabled  pr 
called  upon  to  judge  of  the  possible  result  orthia 
controversy.  These  topics  appear  to  me  to  hare 
nothing  to  .do  with  the  question  of  (rastponement ; 
and  if  we  allow  a  hasty  and  half  digested  opin- 
ion with  resjiect  to  the  possible  or  the  probable 
end  of  the  dispute  formed  from  ^ocuknentd  not 
perfectly  understood,  or  t^ottomed  on  (he  opinions 
of  persons  in  whom  we  confide,  to  guide  us^  it  is 
very  much  to  be  feared  that  we  shall  be  ^iisled. 
What,  sir!  shall  we,  when  a  party  requests  time  in 
a  case  like  that  now  befbr^  us,  in  order  to  procure 
testimony — when  he  tells  us  that  by  such  testi* 
mony  he  not  only  intends  but  expects  to  support 
his  return  and  his  right  to  a'  seat  in  this  House-^ 
shall  we  turn  round  and  tell  him  that  we  under- 
stand his  case  better  than  he  does  himself,  and  that 
as  we  are  satisfied,  lie  cannot  make  out  his  right, 
that  we  will  not  therefore  give  him  tipie  ?  ^'is  it 
true  that  we,  who  now  for  the  first  time  have  a 
view  of  the  controversy,  can  he  as  n competent 
to  judge  of  it  as  ohe  who  was  an  actor  in  the 
seenes  which  led  to  it,  and  who  has  a  precise  and 
distinct  recollection  of  everything  that  passed  ? 
Or,  will  we  suffer  ourselves  to  believe  that  the  r^ 
quest  is  made  by  the  party,  notwithstanding  a  con* 
vktion^oli  his  part  that  he  must  eventually  and 
certainly  be  defeated  ?  Why,  ^ir,  it  should  be  re- 
collected that  the '  taking  or  testimony .  must  be 
attended  with  much  trouble  and  expense,  and  it 
is  idle  to  believe  that  a  man  will  incur  either 
without  an  object,  and  that  this  object  is  never 
defeat  and  disgrace. 

The  questions,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  on  this  ap- 
plication present  themselves  to  my  mind,are,  whe- 
ther there  are  any  grounds  to  believe  that  if  lime 
is  granted  to  the  sitting  member,  he  will  be  able 
to  support  his  election,  and  whether  he  has  been 
euilty  df  such  neglect  as  justly  to  deprive  him  of 
the  riffht  to  be  farther  heard.  On  these  questions 
I  shalT.proceed  Ip  offer  a  few  desultory  remarks. 


pled^iuff  piyself  at,the  si^mM  time  to  be  as  brief 
as  possible. 

As  to  the  first,  it  appears  to. me  that  the  poll 
itjself  furnishes  a  stroog  ground  to  presume  that 
the  return  may  be  Bup)K>rted.  When  an  election 
is  contested  here,  the  controversy  partakes  of  tiie 
nafturej  if  it  does  not  absolutely  assume  the  form, 
of  an  appeal  against  the  return  s  and  as  we  may 
go  behind  the  return,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  in  de- 
ciding on  the  main  question*  whether  we  shall 
reverse  or  affirm  the  judgment  of  the  returning 
officers,  the  return  ought  not  to  be  received  as 
evidence.  But  this  does  not  hold  with  resnect  to 
collateral  questions.  And  on  this  occasion,  I  think 
it  is  fairly  to  be  presumed,  that  the  person  whose 
vot(B  was  taken,  had  a  .right,  to  vote,  so  far  forth  as 
to  entitle  the  party  who  clainas  the  benefit  of  it 
to  time^  to  m^ke  oiit  the  fact. 

(^et  me  remark,  «ir,  that  the  election  is  not  only 
pul>iic»  but  held  iu  the  place  where  the  elector  is 
JpBOwn.  It  is  not  extremely  probable,  tboogbit 
is  certiiilaly  sometimes  the  case,  that  a  person  who 
knows  himself  not  to  be  qualified  will  present 
himself  at  the  hustinss.  Surrounded,  as  he  must 
be,'  and  as  he  knows  himself  to  be,  by  his  neigh- 
bors and  acquaintances,  who  have  a  knowledge 
of  his  state  and  condition  in  life— liable  as  he  is  to 
"be  challenged  and  abused  for  attempting  to  exer- 
cise a  ri^hi  which  does  not  belong  to  him,  and 
which  in  the  exercise  gives  to  him  no  personal 
benefit  or  advantage,  and  in  most  cases  subjects 
him  to  considei^able  inconvenience,  it  is  not  to  oe 
presumed,  when  he  has  voted,  that  he  was  not  le- 
gally qualified  to  vote.    The  presuippiwft  that 


giiTia,)  not  only  has  a  right  to  judge,  but,  by  »^ 
ahd  by  oath,  is  bound  to  judffe  of  the  qualifications 
of  the  electors,^  and  pot  to  admit  illegal  votes,  in 
doiiig  this,  he  is  not  only  guided  by  what  nas 
taken  place  at  former  elections,  and  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  country,  whioh  is  necessarily  exten- 
sive, but  hjr  the  land-list  of  the  county,  which  ne 
is  bound  to  have  before  him.  Is  not  then  the  con- 
clusion strong,  that  the  person  who  offers  n»®^H 
to  vote,  and  whose  vote  is  accepted  by  thcsherin, 
has  (he  right  to  vote  1         -      .  , 

Again,  sir— and  let  it  still  be  rccoUecied  tb§n 
am  speaking  of  Virginia  eleptions-«-the  ^^^J^. 
given  in  the  presence  of  the  candidates,  tnei 
friends  an4  partisans.     There   la  no  want 
knowlt^dge  or  information  then  as  to  the  P^?. 
who  offer  to  vote ;  and  if  there  exisU  ^yj*^ 
as  to  the  right,  the  candidate  or  his Jf«?*  "!^^ 
law  the  privilege  of  challenging,  «nd  ^^*f*!:^ 
has  then  to  ^w^eac  to  his  qualifidatiod.    Wo^J  • 
an. election  so  Warmly  contested  as  was  ^"^^T!^ 
which  the  feelings  of  the  electors  and  «*"j"^  jj 
appear  to  have  been  so  much  engaged^  w   ^ a 
Was  known,  too,  that  th6  majority  on  ^tner  sra 
could  not  be  large— is  it  to  be  presumed  ^"•^^fi°J 
bad  votes  were  taken  1  or,  is  not  the  presotttP"^, 
a  fair  and  natural  one,  that  the  persons  recojjnis 
by  the  sheriff  as  qualified  voters,  and  pot  objccieu 
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to  bf  the  parties  or  the  county,  were  legally  en- 
titled to  vote  ?  * 

60^  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  another  ground  for 
belienog  that  tlie  election  may  be  supported, 
'whieb,  as  to  this  application,  appears  to  me  abso- 
lately  coDclnsive.  An.bonorable  gentleman  from 
Virpnia.  (Mr.GaoLsoN,)  who  is  not  only  against 
^fiog  time,  but  has  offered  a  resolution  for  vaca- 
mg  the  seat  of  the  sitliuf;  member  .without  fur- 
ther iDformation  or  inquiry,  has  mentioned  the 
ease  of  a  contested  election  from  Massachusetts, 
between  Baylies  and  Turner,  in  which  the  sit- 
ting member  also  asked,  titoe;  and  has  remarked, 
that  he. pot  the  question  distinctly,  whether  the- 
meaaber  believed  in  cilse  time  was  given  him,  he 
would  be  able  to  Support  the  return,  meanioff  to 
be  goremed  by  the>  answer  he  should  receive ', 
and  that,  as  the  sitting  member  would  not  siay  that 
such  was  his  belief,  he  voted  against  a  po^tpooe- 
menu  It  is  not  my  wish  to  remark  at  this  time 
on  that  ease,  as  my  opinion  re^pectinff  it  is  siUfli- 
eiently  known  by  the  part  I  took  id  tne  debate ; 
but  I  will  ask  if  tbe  gentleman  wduld  thus  have 
been  satisfied  in.  that  case,  what  ought  to  bd  the 
course  adopted -no  w  ? 

Tbe  sitting  member,  when  before  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  declared,  and  the  members  of  the 
committee  certainly  gave  credit  to  the  declara- 
tion as  far  as  respects  the  belief  of  the  member, 
that  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  would  be  able^ 
if  time  was  granted  him,  to  support  his  election  \ 
and  Che  committee  liave  accordingly,  in  their  re* 
port,  stated  that  tbe  aittiuff  member  requested 
time,  under  the  conviction  that  he  Would  be  able 
to  substantiate^  his  pojU  and  bi^  challenges.  Not 
did  I  Doderstaod  the  petitioner,  in  opposing 
the  application  for  time,  as  at  all'  disputing  the 
beKef  of  the  sitting  member  0/  requiring  farther 
evidence  of  it.  ^  In  addition  to  this,  you  nave  this 
day  heard  the  sitting  member  in  his  place  declare, 
in  answer  to  a  question  put  by  ap  honorable  gen- 
tlenttn  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  McKjbb,}  that  he  is 
eonvioced  be  can  support  his  return  if  you  allow 
Mia  time  for  such  purpose.  Now,  sir,  1  will  ask 
Toa  if  the  simple  declaration  of  a  belief  would 
nave  been  satisfactory,  how  much  more  is  the 
decteralion  of  a  settled  conviction  arising  from  a 
full  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  whole  contro^ 
rrny.  And  the  House  will  permit  me  to  ask 
what  other  evidence  is  wantcfd  or  ought  to  be  re- 
quired, on  a  question  of  postponement,  that  there 
are  grounds  to  believe  the  election  may  be  sup- 
fOftted. 

I  am  sensible,  sir,  it  iseont^ded  that  theeom- 

Sriflon  wbich  has  been  made  of  the  polls  with 
^  t  land  Hsts,  destroys  this  presumptiob.  It  is 
eerlainTj  advisable  for  a  stranger  to  the  State  and 
lawa  of  yireinia  to  approach  these  land  lists 
eaiitfoasly,when  he  finds  such  a  diversity  of  sen-, 
timent  as  to  their  infiuencfe  and*  operation  on  elec- 
^OBs,  as  in  this  debate  we  have  witnessed  in  gen- 
tkmeo  of  high  standing  from  tbat  State.  A  few 
itraarks  respecting  them  becomes  however  ne* 
ceanry. 

The  land  lists,  as  I  understand  them,  are  state- 
ments made  by  Commissioners  in  each  county  of 


the'labds  in  their  respective  districts,  liable  to  be 
rated  with  an  account  of  the  owners  of  the  free- 
hold as  far  forth  as  the  Commissioners  can  as- 
certain them,  and  are  corrected  annually  fronxan 
examination  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  tranfers 
recorded  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk ;  the 
corrections  take  place  in  the  Spriopf,  and  the  list 
with  its  corrections  is  called  thd  list  of  the  year 
wherein  the  corrections  were  completed.  These 
lists  ate  made  up  for  the  purposes  of  taxation,  and 
indeed  are  nothing  more  than  assessment  rolls ; 
they  ascertaia  the  land  rated  and  the  tax  to  be 
paid,  but  to  th^  proprietor,  they  gire  only  the  con- 
jecture or  opinion  of  the  officer. '  A  land  list  is 
not  a  record  of  the  title,  and  it  is  accordingly  un-* 
derstood,  aiul  so  is  the  admission  ot  the  parties 
here,  that  it  may  be  contradicted. 

Let  me  now  remind  gentlemen  that  the  land 
lists,  by  which  the  comparison  in  this  case  was 
made  were  tboto  of  1810,  and, which,  therefore^ 
in  point  of  time,  precedes  the  election  by  about  a 
year;  and^hey  will  pefmit  me  to  ask  whether  it 
IS  possible  tbat  aiiy, evidence  arising  from  such 
lists  canr  destroy  the  presumption  that  the  return 
may  be  supported  if  time  is  given.  All  the  ar- 
rangements ^nd  dispositions  within  the  year  are' 
necessarily  excluded,  and  the  persons  who  in  such 
year  by  purchase,  by  marriage,  by  devise,  and  by 
descent,  became  freeholders  and  electors,  are  not 
to  be  foufid  on  the  land  Hsts.  In  a  country  like 
ours,  where  property  finds  new  owners  lo  fre- 
quently, it  is  easy  to  conceive  that  many  piersons 
not  entitled  to  vote  in  1811,  may  bo  found  00  the 
laivd  list  of  1810,  and  on  the  contrary,  that  many, 
ver/maay  persons  not  on  such  lists  ^ere  entitled 
to  vote%  rfoi  is  it  true,  that  the  Commissioners 
by  searching  the  officer  can  with  any  great  degree 
of.  certainty  ascertain  the  freehold  owners.  I 
understood  it  not  ,to  be  the  practice  to  record 
leases  for  lives,  which  yet  give  the  freehord  qual- 
ification and  are  numerous  in  this  very  district. 
In  purchases  of  the  whole  interest  the  only  thing 
which  creates  a  necessity  of  recording  a  Convey- 
ance, is  to  guard  against  fature  sales ;  as  between 
the  parties ,  the  deed  is  and  always  remains  valid 
without  being  recorded,  and  in  eases  where  the 
grantee  has  confidence  in  the  grantor  it  frequently 
happens  that  the  cdnreyatace  is  never  put  on  re- 
cord. Whatever  efifect  therefore  the  land  lists 
may  have  on  the  final  decision  of  this  controversy , 
they  x>ttght  not  to  be  regarded  in  the  determiua- 
^on  of  this  collateral  question.   ' 

But.  sir,  theris  is  an  additional  consideration 
why  tne  comparison  should  not  in  this  case  be 
allowed  to  have  the  decisive  infiuenee  which 
«ome  ffentlemen  are  desirous  to.  give  it.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  petitioner  in  making  his  challenges 
in  the  counties  whiah  gave  a  considerable  vote 
for  the  sitting  member,  objec|ed  to  every  person 
who  did  not  appear  on  the  land  list,  and  that  the 
sitting  membejT  did  nof  pursue  this  course  ;  had 
the  latter  challenged  at  large  and  according  to 
the  land  list,  it  is  certain  tbat  difference  could  not 
have  been  by  any  means  as  great  as  it  now  ap- 
pears. When  gentlemen  know  this,  and  when 
they  are  informed  that  the  commitree  in  their 
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ezamioatioD  of  ibe  land  jists  did  not  go  beyppd 
the  challenge,  will  tbey  yet  nay  that  the  compaj*^ 
isdii  reported  is  sufficeot  |o  destroy  every  presamp^ 
tion  in  favor  of  the  return,  and,  any  expectation 
that  it  can  he  su pitted  ?      '  . 

As  to  the  question  whetberahe  sitting  membclt 
has  been  guilty  of  such  negligence  as  ought  in 
justice  to  deprive  him  of  the  right  of  defence,  I 
abali  make  but  few  remarks — I  say  the  right  of 
defence,  because  it  h  obvious  that  if  time  is  not 

S anted  to  procure  testimony,  the  member.*^  is 
lund  hand  and  foot  and  must  be  thrown  outW 
his  place — and  here  I  may  observe,  that  gentle- 
men  go  entirely  out  of  the  case  whfen  they  reason 
OQ  a  delay  which  is  to  last  until  theend  of  the 
pesent  session  pf  this  Congress. .  The  con^mittee 
liasreportedareasonable:time,andthetim&deemed( 
reasonable  by  them  and  by*  the  persons  claiming 
it^^is  six  weeks,  it  must  also  be  recollected  that 
thill  business  was  brought  before  the  committee 
at  an  early  day  in  the  ^ession^  and  that  the  tii^e 
which  has  been  ukeo  up  m  the  examination  and 
hrinffing  the  case  before  the  Hbtise.  is  to  be  laid 
wholly  at  the  door  of  the  petitioner*  In  saying 
this,  I  do  not  wish  to  be. understood  as  casting 
anjr  imputation  on  the  petitioner,  he  certainly  bad 
a  riffhLt  to  present  the  cas^  to  the  committee  and 
to  the  House  in  his  own  way,  but  it  ought -to  bei 
known  that  the  time  already  consumed  is  not  to  be 
carried  to  the  account  of  the  sitting  member :  he 
at  an  early  period  asked  for  time,  add  if  it  had 
pot  beep  objected  to  by  the  petitioner!  the  exam- 
inations would  now  have  Jiearly  been  ended.. 

A  strobg  case  ought  surely  to  be  made  out  be- 
fore we  bring  ourselves  to  decide  that  the  door 
shall  be  closed  against  the  admission  of  material 
evidence  which  m^y  be  produced  in  so  short  a 
time.,  The  controversy^  sir,  is  not  about  a  few 
cenu'in  litigation  before  a  country  justice,  biit 
relates  to  the  elective  franchise  and  is  conducted 
before  the  most  august  body  in  the  nation.  I 
mention  this  because  gentlemei^  have  reasoned  as 
if  we  were  trying  an  action  in  a  court  of  law  and 
were  to  be  regulated  by  the  rules  of  default :  these 
analogies  are  worse  than  wronfir — their  tendency 
is  to  mislead.  If  any,  right. has  value  in  this 
eountry,  and  ought  to  be  held  dear  by  the  people, 
it  is  the  riffht  of  suffrage:  it  is'on  the  due  exercise 
of  t|iis  rif^ht,  that,,  under  Providence,  our  Groveru- 
ment  depends.  When  this  right  t^  held  in  light 
estimation  by  the  governors  oc  governed  ouf  lib- 
ertiesare  in  danger.  When  therefor^  this  House* 
it  passing  upon  a  case  in  which  the  elective  fran- 
chise is  brought  in  question,  it  should  proceed 
with  great  caution  and  less  z^l  for  a  speedy  de- 
cisionthan  a  just  one. 

The  consequences  which  may  flow  in  this  case 
from  a  determination  not  to  grant  time,  ought  to 
lead  us  to  hesitate.  If  we  proceed  to  judge  from 
the  comparison  which  has  been  made  of  the  rolls 
with  the  laiid  lists,  and  to  set  aside  the  return 
without  iriviog  the  sitting  member  a  chance  to 
produce  his  evidence,  we  may,  and  probably  ^ill. 
do  wrong ;  whereas,  if  we  give  him  time  and  do 
not  decide  until  the  case  is  matured  and  the  par- 
ties have  an  opportunity  to  collect  their  proof,  wd 


shall  have  the  merits  fully  before  qs  and  will  be 
able  to  do  complete  justice.  We  ought  to  reflect, 
also,  that  the  candidates' are  not  the  only  persoos 
interested  in  this  controversy;  the  electors  of  the 
district  are  also  parties,  and  it  is  due  to  them  that 
no  testimony  should  be  shut  out.  A  decision 
^fter  a  fai/.  hearing  on  full  testimony  ought  to 
satisfy,  them,  and  I  dare  say  will;  but,  sir,  what 
will  he  the  feelings  of  the  electors  who  supported 
the  sitting  memt^r  and  pf  his  friends,  when  he 
returns  shorn  of  his  honors,  and  telU  them  that 
you  have  cast  him  from  you  because  some  of  them 
could  4)ot  be  found  on  the  land  list,  notwithstand- 
ing he  offered  to  prove,  if  a  few  weeks  were  al- 
lowed him  for  the  purpose^  that  they  were  1^' 
voters ;  that  in  your  great  anxiety  to  nave  the  dis- 
trict rightfully  represented}  you  would  not  listen 
to  his  entreaties  to  jrant  ^h^m  a  short  time  (o  pro- 
cure his  testiinony,  under  the  n^ost solemn  pledges 
that  delay  was  not  his  object,  and  that  if  he  had 
been  guilty  of  negligence,  it  was  owing  to  want 
of  information  %  We  must  not  believe  that  the 
elejDtors  will  be  satisfied,  or  that  they  will  think 
of  our  proceedings  but  with  disgust.  Rely  upon 
it,  sir,  the  warmth  of  Reeling  which  caused  so 
great  ja  poll  in  this  district  has  not  yet  subsided, 
and  thecbof  reascuiin^^and  nice  distinctions  w^iich 
-have  been  used  in  this  discuiisioo  will  not  satisfy 
the.  freeholder,  who  i$  in  the  full  and  quiet  ocoQ- 
pation  of  his  plantation,  that  he  has  no  rif  ht  to 
vote;  because  he  is  not  on  the,  land  list,  orlthat 
it  Was  just  to  take  away. his  right  of  sufirage 
without  allowing  hitn  an  opportuhity  to  produce 
his  title  to  you.  .' 

'  Now,  sir,  on  what  is  this  charge  of  gross  neg- 
ligence founded,  which  .is  to  put  an  end  to  all 
further  inquiry^  We  find, by  looking  at  the  pa- 
per, that  on  the  7.th  of  ^ay,a  fevi^  days  after  the 
election,  the  petitioner  gave  nc^tice  to  the  sitting 
Hiember  that  he  intended  to  contest  the  return, 
and  served  him  with  a  list  of  the  Voters  to  whom 
he  objected';  not  because  they  were  not  on  the 
land  lists,  but  because  they  were  not  freeholders, 
or  were  minoris  or  black  men.  A  few  days  after 
the  sitting  member  furnished  the  petitioner  with 
his  list  of  objectionable  voters.  The  petitioner 
aHier  this  remained  inactive  until  the  27th  of  Sep- 
tember, when  he  gave  notice  6f  his  intention  to 
take  testimony  id  October.  It  was  not  pretended 
that  if  thesittingjnember  was  justified  in  lyiiigstill 
until  he  received  the  notice  in  September,  that 
he  has  then  had  sufficient  time:  but  it  is  alleged 
that  be  was  bound  tp  proceed  on  the  notice  of 
May,  without  any  further^evidenoe  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  petitioner. 

Whatever  might-  have  been  the  effect  of  the 
notice  in  May,  in  case  the  petitioner  had  in  it 

fdaced  his  case  in  whole  or  in  part  on  the  land 
ists,  I  think  that  in  justice  and  sound  sense^  the 
notice  authorized  by  no  law«and  in  its  very  terms 
looking  to  the  testimony  tp^be  taken,  ought  not  to* 
be  regarded  as  such  a. step  as  to  put  the  sitting 
mem&r  to  collecting  his  proof  at  all  hazards  and 
without  delay.  The  member  had  the  record  of 
the  canvass  and  the  return,  and  until  he  found  that 
the  petitioner  was  about  to  invalidate  them  by 
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proof,  it  snrciy  coald  not  be  necessarv  for  bim  to 
lupport  them  b/  proof.  We  too  well  understand 
the  feelings  of  an  unsuccessful  candidate  at  the 
termination  of  a  ^^armly  contested  electioo,  to 
place  the  utmost  reliance  on  a  declaration  that 
newill  proceed  to  a  scrutiny,  when  that  scrutiny 
is  to  carry  bim  from  home,  and  to  create  mucn 
troubleaod  expense.  And  will  we  yet  say  that  when 
such  a  declaration  is  made,  the  returned  member 
is  at  his  peril  to  collect  his  proof  whatever  tropble 
or  exDense  he  fnay^ncur  by  it  ?  .  I  beg  gentlemen 
to  reflect  on  the  effect  of  establishing  this  as  a 
priDciple  ia  the  case  of  contesAed  elections.  Is  it 
not  obfioQs  that  it  may  be  made  a  weapon  of 
oppression  in  the  hands  of  ^Y^ry  heated  and  dis- 
appointed candidate?  He  has  only  at^he  close 
of  the  election  to  give  a  notice,  that  costs  hijn 
nothing,  and  although  at  the  very  time  he  does 
not  intend  to  proceed  to  «  scrutiny,. yet  hfs  snc- 
cessrnl  opponent,  who  cannot  dive  mtojiis  mind^ 
must  labor  from  that  time  forth  to  establish,  his 
election.  If  he  fails  to  do  w^  and  the  losing 
candidate  can,  near  the  commencement  of  a  ses- 
sion, procure  some  proof  which  casts  a  cloud 
orerthe  election,  or  raises  a  prestimption  against 
|h^  return,  the  whole'  state  of  things  is  varied. 
This  is  truly  a  discovefy  tn  elections,  and  may 
be  called  a  plan  folr  a  minority  to  be  made  an^a- 
jority,  or  how  a  man  that  is  not  elected  by  hiv 
district  may  be  chosen  for  it  by  this  House.  - 

Isbairpress  but  one  more- consideration  on  the 
House.  The  sitting  member  declares  that  he'did 
not  know  of  any  niode  in  which  he  cduld  take 
testimony,  and  did  not  believe  that  it  could  be 
taken  nntil  some  order  waa  mad^  here ;  that  in 
the  laws  of  Virginia  he  could  find  nothing  which 
applied  io  his  case,  and  that  be  found  our  statute 
respecting  contested  elections  had^  lon^^  since  ex- 
pired. Ia  there  any  reakon  to  drsbelierehiml 
Let  every  newlv  returned  member  ask  himself 
the  question,  whether  his  impressions  until  he 
came  here  were  not  the  ^aMe^  itnd  is  there  not  - 
even  some  eause  to  believe,  after  all,  that  the  con- 
jecttire  was  right  1  True  it  is,  fifir,  that  we  have 
on  one  or  two  occasions  received  testimony  under 
a  land  of  common  laW^  which  it  seemswe  have 
on  this  subject,  and  this  may  have  been  made 
known  to  the  petitioner  as  he  has  heretofore^  had 
a  seat  in  this  House ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  presumed 
that  the  sitting  member,  a  mere  farciier  and  coun- 
try gentleman,  who  now  for  the  first  time  appears 
here,  and  who  never  before,  in  all  probability,  at«' 
tended  to  the  manner  in  which  contested  elections 
ire  conducted  by  us^  should  be  conversant  with 
oor  common  law  ofelections^  if  indeied  w6  have 
racb  law.  And  this  1  think,  is  of  itself  sufficient 
to  do  away  all  idea  of  culpable  negligence.  * 

In  every  view  of  the  aubject  which  I  have  been 
able  to  take,  I  think  the  sitting  member  is  entitled 
to  farther  time  to  procure  testimony,  and  I  shall 
accordingly  so  vote. 

The  question  on  concurring;  With  the  Commit- 
<M  of  Elections,  in  their  said  report,  was  then 
^termined  in  the  negative^yeas  46,  nays  ^5,  at 
follows: 

YtAs— Esekiel  Baoon^  /ehii  Bakery  Wiffiam  W. 


Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brightm,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, John  Clopton,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  WilKam 
Ely,  James  Emott,  WiUiam  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Chai)ee 
Go^dsboreugh,  BoUing  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawee, 
Richard  Jaokspn,  junior,  PhiHp  B.  Key,  I^rmaft  Law, 
Robert  La  Roy  Livingaton,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Ai^- 
bald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee^  Ara- 
nah  Metcalf,  John  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Tho- 
mas Newbold,  Israel  Pickens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jnniort 
James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joeiah  Quincyy 
John  Jlanddph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  lUdgely, 
John  Sevier,  Ada^i  Seybert,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart.  Benjamin  Tallmaid^e,  Labaa 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  David  R.  Williams,  an^ 
Thomas- Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  DKvid  Bard,  Josiah  Bart- 
leU,  BurwellBassiitt,  Willbm  B(ackledge,  Thomaa 
Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur*^ 
well,  Wm.  Butler,  Johii  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves, 
Lewis  Condtty  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha^  Elias  Earle,  James  Fisk,  Me^ 
afa^Bkck  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Ooodwyn, 
Isaiiah  L*  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob 
Haity,  John  }A,  Hyneman,  Richaiti  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
seph Kenti  Wm.  R.  King,.  Abner  Laoock,  Peter  Li^tkiy 
William  Lowndes,' Aaron  Lyle,  George  C.  MazWc^, 
Thomas  Meoi:e,  Alexander  McKim,  Samnel  L.  Mitch- 
ill,  Jamea  Morgan,  Hugh  Nelson.  Anfhony  New,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  Stepheii  Qrmsby,  William  Piper,  Beoj^ 
min  Pond.  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane» 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Bbenezer  Sage,  £ben€zer  Seaver* 
Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  Richard  Btanford,  Silas 
Stow,  William  .Strong,  Chafes  Turner  jr.,  Piene  Van 
Cortlandt,  junior,  Robert  Whitehill;  William  Widgoy, 
Richard  Winn,  ^  Robert  Wright 

'So  the  House  refused  to  concur  With  theCom- 
ootittee  of  Elections. 

-  A  inotion  was  ciajde  by  Mr.  Randolph,  to  re- 
commit the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  60,  nays  66,  as  follows : 

YK4s-*-Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  WiUiam  W. 
Bibb,;  Abijah  Bigelow,  Hermanns.  Ble^cker,  Jmmaa 
Breckenridge,  EUjah  Brigham,  Epaphroditua  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Chittendeoy  John  Clopton,  John  Daves- 
port,  jr.,  William  Ely,  Jamoa  Emott,  William  Findley, 
Asa  Fitch,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  Aylett  {iawes,  Richard  Jackspn,  jun.,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, -Nathan- 
iel Macon,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Arnnah 
Metcal^  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James 
Pleasants,  jr.,  EHsha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
Randolph,  WiUiam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuait, 
Lewis  B.  Storges,  Greorge  Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benj'^  TaUmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
David  R.  WUliama,  and  thomas  WUson. 

N^Ts^WiUis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  David  Bard,  Joeiah  Barl- 
lett,  BurweU  Bassett,  WUl|am  Blackledge,  Thomaa 
Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Bur- 
weU, Wm.  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chevea, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke^  Lewis  Condit,  WUIiam^rawibrd, 
RogOr  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph-Deaha^  Eiias  Earle, 
James  Flsk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Pe^ 
teraon  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Joha 
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A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hufty^  John  M.  H  jnaman,  Richard  M. 
Johnfcon,  Joseph  Kent,  WilUaih  R.  King,  Ahner  Laoock, 
Peter  Little,  William  UtrBden,  Aarop  L]rle,  Geo.  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Ale^^ander  If  cKim^  8am'l  L. 
Mitcliill,  James  Morgan,  Uugh  Nelsoit  Anthony  Now, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Oimsby,  .Williaiti  Pipaiv 
Benjamin  Pond,  Samnel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane^  Jonadian  Roberts,  EbeneiEer  8^e,  Ebenea^r 
SeaTor,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith;  Silas  Stow,  Wil- 
liam Strong,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tomer,  jun.,  Pierre 
Yan^Cortlandt,  jnn.,  Robert  Whitehill,  Willianw  Wid- 
geiy,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  W^hU 

A  motion  was  then  n^ade  by  Mr.  Gholson,  that' 
the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions^  * 

1.  Resolved,  That  John  P(  Hupgerford  is  not 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  Qouse.    . 

8.  Resolved,  That  John  Taliaferro  is  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  House. '  v  • 

The  question  on  the  first  resolutioq  was  deter- 
mined m  the  afi&rmatire^yeas  67,  nays  29^  a^ 
follows  j 

Ykas— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson;  Sie- 
tenson  Archer,  Daniel  ATenr^  Exekiel  ,Baeon«'  DaTid 
Bard, JosiahBartWtt, Burwall Bassett, WilUam  Black* 
ledge,  Thomaa:'Blount,  Adam  Bo^d,  Robert  Btotso^ 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Bnfler,  John  C.  Calhoun, 
Lai^gdon  Ghevea,  Lewis  .Condit;  Willifm  Crawlbrd>^ 
Roger  DaTJB,  John  PaWson,  Joseph  Deaha,  Eliaa  Earie, 
Jpmes  Fisk,  Meahadk  Franklin,  Thomas  GhohK>n,  Po« 
te^n  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  FelizGcnndy^  Jacob 
Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneooan,  RichM  M.  Johnson,  Joaeph 
Kent,  W^liam  R.'King,AbnerLacQ<sk,  Peter  LitUe, 
Wflliam  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  George  G.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Mooi^,-  Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mitch- 
ill,  James  Morgan,  Hugh  Nelson,  An^heny  N.e\r,  ThoSk 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormeby,  Isnel 
Pickens,-  William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Samuel  Rulg- 
gold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Bber' 
nezer  Sage,  Eben^zer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  -George 
SraiUi,  Richard  Stanford,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong, 
Gharles  Turner,  jr.,  Pieire  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert 
Whitehill,  WUliam  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wright. 

NAT8--WiUiam -W.Bibb,  Abijah  BIgelow,  fiUjah' 
Brigham,  John  Clopton,  John  Davenport,  jr.*,  William 
Bly,  James  Emott,  Aaa  Titch)  Bollhig  Hall,  Aylett 
Hawes,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Roy  JjiTingston,  Na- 
thaniel Maeon,  Jonathan  0«  Mbsel^y,  Timothy  Pitkii||, 
junior,  James  fleasants,  junior,  Ehsha  R.  Potter,  Jofdah 
Qumcy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  Adam  Seybert,  Philip  Stuart,  LeWiji*  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Beniamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton;  Leonard 
White,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Thdmas  Wilson.  ^ 
.  The  question  on  the  secopd  restolution  Was  de- 
termined m  the  affirmative — yeas  66,  nays  19,  as 
follows: 

YxAS — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
ve nion  ArcbcT,  Daniel  Av^ry,  E?i.1uel  Baoon,  Daviii 
Bardp  BumeJI  Ba^Fctt,  WiUUm  Qiackledge,  Thomas 
BlounU  Adam  lJo>d,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  .ttur- 
well,  Wm,  Butler,  Jotin  C,  CEilhoun,  Langdon.Chetes, 
Lewi»  Condi r,  WiLlioin  Crawford,  Itoger  Da^is,  John 
Pni^^soTi}  Jd^epb  De«ha^  Elias  Earle,  Jamea  Fisk,  Me- 
ihack  Franklia,  Thomas  Ghoisaij,  l^terson  Goodwyn, 
I«aiah  L.  Greeny  FeUx  Grundy ,  iacob  Bi^fty,  John  M. 
Hynemtn,  Richard  M,  Jobni^on,  Joneph  Kent,  William 
Ik.  King,  Aluer  Laccjck,  ?ctL*r  Lutle,  Wm.  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Qeorge  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Alex- 


ander McKim,  Samnd  L.  Mitehill,  lames  Moigan^ 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  WilUam 
Piper,  3enjamin  Pond,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebe- 
liezer  Seaver,.  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  Silas  Stow,  William  iStrong,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jr.,  Pierre  Van  Coi;tlandt,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill, 
William  Widgery,  Richatd  Winn,  and  Robert  WrighU 
Nats— William  W.  Bibb,  Elijah  Brigham,  John 
Clopton,'  Boiling  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Lyman  Law, 
RobertLe  Boy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  James  >leasaAts,  jr.^  John  Randolph,  Wtl» 
fiam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Adam  Seybert,  Phi^» 
Stuart,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  Wiiite,  BaWd  R» 
Williams,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 


Monday,  Decepaber  2. 

JobV  Taliafbrbo^  who  has  been  declared  ea- 
titled  to  a  teat  iq  this  HqUse,  as  one  of  them^niii^ 
(bers  for  ViKgiaia,  in  Jthe  place  of  John  P.  Hanger- 
ford,  who  has  been  declared  not  entitled  xo  a  seat 
in  this  House,  ap[)eared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
hia  seat. 

•  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  auQdry  ia- 
habitants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  praying  thai 
certain  ame^sdments  thefein  mention^,  may  be 
n^de.to  the  aetibcorporating  the  City  of  Wash - 
ioff  too  .-^^^eferred. 

Mr.  NBWi!dif,fr6m  Ure  Cotemittee  of  Conuaeree 
i^nd  Manufactures,  to  whpm  were  referred  the 
petitions  of  Isaac  Clason  and  Archibald  McCa|l^ 
presented  a  bill  authorixiop^  the  issuing  of  debea- 
turejft  in  certain  cases ;  which  was  fead  twice,  and 
^mmitted  to  a^^ommitteS  of  the  Whole  on  Fri- 
day next. 

Mr.  Lacock  pre^E^nt^d  a  petition  of  sundry 
member^  of  several  Christian  denominations,  re- 
siding* in  the  western  j><rts  of  the  United  State^ 
prayiog  thut  f^ost  offices  may  not  be  opened,  ana 
that- the  mails  mfty  not  be  carried,  on  Sundays. 

The  Speakbr  laid  before  the  ilous^  sundry 
resolutions  ;adopted  a,t  ft  .meeting  of  a  number  of 
inhabitants  of  Gloucester  county,  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  expressive  of  their  disapprobation  of 
the  conduct  of  the  QovernmeDt  of  Qreat  BritaiOi 
of  their  coufidence  io,  and  attachmeot  to,  the  pres- 
ent Administration  of  the  deneral'  Government, 
and  of  their  support  of  such  measures  as  may  be 
adopted  for  the  aefenpe  of-the  honor  and  interests 
of  the  United  Stat^. 

The  nesoltttiods  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
op'  the  table. 

Mr.  QoLD,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
cecommitted  the  bill  for  the  more  convenient  tak- 
ing ofaffldhrtts  and  bail,  in  civil  causes  depend- 
ing in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  reporte4 
an  amendment  thereto ;  which  was  read,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  bill  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  pezt. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  such  standing:  roles  and  or- 
ders as.are  proper  to  be  observed  m  this  Houae^ 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  MoaRow,  from,  the  CommiUee  on  the  Pub- 
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lie  Lamd^  to  whom  ms  eomoutted,  the  ain€iid- 
Biemt  ef  ihe  Senate  to  the  bill  ^*  extcoding  the  time 
iof  omakig  the  several  land  offieee  eetablished.  in 
the  Terriiory  of  Qrleaps,"  reported  the  agreemeat 
of  the  eomnuttee  to  the  said  ameadment. 
^  The  ameodmeat  was  then^reaid,  -add  concurred 
ia  hr  the  Hoioe.  " 

The  bill  from  the  Beoate,  '*  oiakiag  a  further 
appropriation  for  tlie  support  of  a  library,"  was 
read  twiee.  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  ti>-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itseif  into  a  Commit^  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  allowing  further  time  for 
eompletiiig  the  payments  on  certain  lands  hdd  by 
risht  of  pre-emption  in  the  Mississippi  Territory ; 
which  was  gone  through,  reported  u>  fhe  Hoofs^, 
aad  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  Into  a  Cqmitiitteepf  the  Whole, 
oa  the  bill  for  the  relief  0/ Thomas' and  JohnClif- 
iJDfd  of  Philadelphia,  and  Charles  Wirgman  of 
Baltimore. 

The  Cooamittee,  after  eome  #iscu8«ioa  on  the' 
bill,  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  t^  sit 
again,  whieh  wae  refu^  ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
D«  R.  WiLLiAMa,  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the 
Commatee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Hoase  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
WhoLe,  60  the  bill  to- authorize  the  laying  ^ut  a 
poblifi  food  from  the  line  established  bf  ihe  Treaty 
of  OreoBTille,  to  the  North  Qefiid  of  ike  Otaio; 
which  was  reported  to  the  Home;  bv  whom  it 
was  ofdei^d  to  be  engrossed  foic-ft  tni^d  reading. 

Tu^sOat,  ©edember  3. 
Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  abpointed 
on  the  nineteenth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  infirgi,  disabled,  and  superannuated 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Ute  and  of  the  present 
Army  of  the  United  .States;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Coounittee^  of  tj^e 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,-  the  committee 
appointed  tp  inquire  into  the  faithfdl  application 
of  public  moneys,  were  authorized  and  empowered 
10  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr/ Nlsyv^TON,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were' instructed' W 
inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what.,  altera- 
tions and  amendments  are.  i^ecessary  to  oe  made 
in  the  several  acts  of  Congress  establishing  ports 
of  entry  and  delivery.  \    ■  .. 

An  engrossed 'bill  "allowing  a  furtherjiine  for 
completing  the  payments  on  cerjijain  lands,  held 
by  riffht  of  pre-emption,  in  the  Mississippi. Terri' 
tpry,^  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  .itself  into  a.Cominitteepf 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  *^  to  au- 
thorize the  surveying  and  awaking  of  certain  roads 
in  the  Sute  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the 
Treaty  of  Brownstowq,  in  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan." The  bill  was  reported  without  ao^endment, 
aad  ordered  to  a  third  readiojgf  to-morrow.  * 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comtnittee  of 
tilt  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^'  making 
aforiher  appropriatipp  for  the  sU[^>Qrt  of  a  libra- 


ry.^   The  hill  was  reported  without  amendmeat, 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Bunn 
ham.  No.  amendment  heing  made,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  .engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow*   >  4  ■ 

TERtirroRr  op  Louisiana. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com*" 
mitteo;  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
government  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana.  The 
motion  to  strike  ou|  so  much  of  the  sixth  teetioit 
of  the  bill  providing  for  the  government  of  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana,  as  relates  to  the  quaLifi*' 
cation  o|  elections,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Rbea  said,  the  o&rvations  which  he  waa( 
abotft  to  make  would  be  chiefly  confined  to  the. 
objections  mftde  to  the  provisions  contained  ia 
the  sUth  section  of  the  bill,  relating  to  the  qiiali*^ 
Rations  of  those  who  may  vote  at  elections  for 
ihembers  of  the  General  Assembly.  That  sec- 
tion has  beed  opposed,  as' if  the  qualifications  0^ 
'^an  elector  were  confined  to  freehold  only;  but  the 
qualifi'cation  of  freehold  is  not  the  only  one,  as 
will^pi>ear  by  reference  to,  that  part  of  the  sec- 
tion which  is  moved  to  be  struck  out  $  it  is  in  the 
following  Words :  "Every  free  white  man  of  the 

*  a^^  of  twenty-one  years,  bejng  an  inhabitant  of 

*  the  Territory,  and  possessing  a  freehold  in  the 

*  county,  and  evehy  free  white  man  of  the  age  of 


nty-one  years,  being  an  inhabitant  of  anjr 
nly  therein,  one  year  preceding  the  day  of! 
tioot-shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  that  county. 


*  twenty-' 

*  county  1 

*  election*,  shall  be  entitled  to  vole  in  that  couatyj 
'  for  a  repesentathve  or  representatives  to  the 

*  General  Assembly." 

The  sect iob  declares  two  modes  of  qualifica* 
tion,  one  is  a  freehold ^or  estate  in  fee)  in  the 
county,  and  the  other  is,  the  being Vn  inhabitant 
in  the  county  for  one'  year  next  preceding  thei 
day  of  election.  If,  pQr^uant  to  a  motion  that  has 
been  made,  the  word  freehold  be  strUck  out  of  the 
section,  liie  privilege  of  voting  will  be  restrained,  ' 
for  in  -that  case^a  man  by  being  vested  with  a 
fee  will  not  be  entitled  to  vote,  and  his  exclusion 
canpot  be  bottomed  on  any  rational  principle* 
Ifa  citizen  of  th'fe  United  "States  will  move  to 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  and  tdere  purchase 
land,  aqd  settle  thereon,  and  become  vested  with 
the  complete  title  thereof,  be  the  quantity  wluit 
it  may,  there  is  no  good  reason  to  exclude 
him  from  voting  at  an  election,  immediately  af- 
ter he  has  obtampd  a  title  for  his  latid ;  by  his 
purchasing  land,  settling  thereon,  and  acquiring 
a  title  thereto,  he  has  given  the  strongest  evidence 
in  bis*  power  ofhis  determination  to  be  an  inhab- 
itant of  that  country,  and  of  his  atuchment  there- 
to ;  an  evidence  hi  superior  to  that  which  arises 
froih  the  payment  of  a  tax  only  ^  for  a  man  who 
is  only  a  transitory  resident,  by  being  there  at 
the  time,  may  pav,  or  be  compelled  to  pay  a  tas 
merely  personal,- bis  name  having  been  reporteil 
on  a  tax  list^  and  after  the  tax  is  ^Id,  and  a  vota 
by  him  rendered,  .mi^  immediately  go  oflf  for 
iomeother.countrjr.  The  Territory  of  Louisiana 
beipg  on  the  Xro^tier^  remote  and  exposed^a  n«i- 
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defioe  of  one  yeario  anyeoontj  therein,  next 
preceding  the  day  of  eleotion,  may  DOi  be  too 
long  to  privilege  «  man,  not  possei ied  of  land  in 
fee,  to  Yote  at-etections ;  that  period  of  time  is  not 
fiiore  than  sufficient*  to  manifest  an  attach  man  t 
to  the  country.  It  will  also  follow,  as  a  mfitter 
of  course,  that  if  a  man  has  been  an  inhabitant 
of  a  county  for  one  year  preceding  the  day  of 
«n  election,  he  will  havife  paid  a  tax,  if  there  be  a 
law  in  that  Territory  providiitg  for  payment  of  a 
personal  tax ;  and  if  there  be  no  stfoh  law,  the 
qualification  arisiojif  from'paymcfnt  of  a  tax  only 
will  operate  strangely  at  the  first  flection,  if  not 
tit  any  other  sub^uent.  The  qualifications  of 
electors,  provided  for  in  the  bitl,  will  guard 
against  Propositions,  and  soch  intrusion  will  be 
more  easily  detected ;  this  will  appear  more  ne- 
cessary, when  it  is  .considered,  that  this  bill  is  in 
the  mature  of  a  compact  between  the  United 
States  and  the  people  of  Louisiana. 

But  a  motion  has  been  made  to  strike  out  all' 
that  part  of  >he  ^ixth  section  which  defines  the 
qualifications  of  electors,  an^  to  insert  in  place 
thereof,  the  foUowihg:  "  Eyery  free  white  male 
citizen  residing  in  thcf  said  Tehritory,  who  shall 
have  attainjed  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  ^ 
paid  a  tax."  If  this  proposed  amendment  be' 
agreed  to,  the  elective  franchise  jiroyided  for  in 
the  bill,  will  be  strangely  restrained ;  for  that 
arising  from  a  freehold  onlj^  will  be  excluded,  ^^ 
also  that  arising  from  being  ai)  inhabitant  for 
one  year  preceding  the  day  of  election^  and  the 
only  one  ^lU  be  that  arising  from  beiDg  a  citizen 
and  payment  6f  tax.  That  (he  prpposed  amend- 
ment is  indefinite  and  uncertain  w;ll  further  ap- 
pear, by  inquiring  who  are  they  whcs  being  in- 
habitants, of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  are 
entitled  to  be  named  citizens  ?  And .  who  are 
they,  who,  beins^  citizens  and  having  paid  tax, 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at. Elections?  I  do  not 
nndertake,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  answer  these  ques- 
tions. By  the  ofifered  amendment,  it  seems  an 
elector  must  be  a  citizen  and  have  paid  tax. 
That  is,  an  elector  is  a  citizeU  who  has  paid  tax. 
It  may  not  be  useless  to  inquire  whether  all  the 
free  male  white  inhabitants  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years, in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana, are  em- 
braced by  the  word  citizen.  In  respect,  to  the 
term  or  word  citizen,at'  is  amply  provided  for  in 
the  ninth  section,  which  is  in  the  words  following': 

*^  And  be  it  further  enacted^.  That  all  and  every  free 
white  male  person,  who,  on  the  20tlt  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hahdred  and  three,  was., 
an  inhabitant  of  the  Territory  Qf  Louisiana,  and  all 
free  white  male  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who, 
aince  the  said  twentieth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
erne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  emigrated;  or 
who  hereafter  may  emigrate  to  the  said  Territory,  t^- 
log  otherwise  qnaJified  according  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall  be  capable  to  hold  any  office^  of  honor, 
|n»t,  or  profit,  in  the  aaid  Territory,  under  the  United ' ; 
States,  or  under  said  Territory,  and  to  vote  fo>  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly,  and  a  delegate  to  Con- 
gress, during  the.teflUKwary  govamment  provided  for 
by  this  act"  . 

By  tiie  tariQ  citizen  is  imderstood,  a  man  who 


i^  in  possession  tad  exereiae  of  every  rtgkt  aad 
privilege  declared  b^  the^  Coitstitation  and  lawa 
of  the  States  of  which  he  is  an  infaftbttant,  and 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  his.  •  If  time  would  permrt,  it  might  be  in- 
quired, whether  a  citizen  of  a  State  removing  to 
a  Territory  of  the  United  States  under  the  first 
f^rade  or  government,  and  becoming  an  inhabi- 
junt  thereof,  will  remain  vested  with  all  the 
rights  and  Privileges  of  a  <;itizen  of  the  United 
States?  But  this  is  only  noted  for  consideration. 
It  may  be  observed,  that  a  right  to  vote  for  a  rep- 
resentative in  ^  <3eneral  Assembly,  and  to  be  rep- 
resented in  a  Qeneral  Assembly,  are  attribates  of 
a  citizen,' and  at  present  no  free  white  male  in- 
h^ibitant  in  Louisiaoa  is  rested  with  theac  attri- 
butes, for  the  peopla  of  Louisiana  have  not  here- 
tofore been  represented  in  a  General  Assembly^, 
and  the  object  of  the  bill  i»  to  giwe  eerti|in  tif^U 
and  privileges,  which  they  have  not  at  any  tme 
heretofore  been  in  the  possession  and  exercise 
of.  If  the  definition  given  of  the  term  *'  citizen'' 
be  correct,  and  it  is  presumed  to  be  so,  it  is  evident 
thmt  all  the  free  w)iite  mlile  -inhabitants  of  that 
Territory  ate  not  embraced  by  that  teem  ^citizen," 
and  it  will  follow,  that-  if  the  proposed  amend- 
ment be  agreed  to,  a  large  portion^  if  not.all,  of  tlie 
free,whit6  raaleinhabiiantSj;  will  by  force  of  tke 
term  "  citizen,"  be  excluded  from  voting  for  meniv- 
hers  of  t^  Geneml  Assembly;  and  in  tbet  eireat 
tbe  ofifere^  amendment,  be*  it  agreed  to,  will 
defeat  the  very  object  or  the  bill,  for  then  there 
may  be  no  (jleneral  A8sei^bly, 

But  that  portion  of  ihe.people  of  that  Territory 
'^who  were  inhabitants  thereof  on  the  20th  day  of 
*Decemt>er.  in  the  year  one  thousand  ei^t  han- 
dred  and  three,  are  not  included  in  the  definitioQ 
given  of  the  term  ^* citizen;"  for  they  are  not 
citizens  of  a^ny  State,  and,  consequently,  not  of 
the  United  States ;  they,  therefore,  ma.y,  by  force 
ofr  that  term,  ^^eitizen,"  be  excluded  from  voting 
foe  representatives  in  a  Gkneral  Assembly.  Ta- 
king this  into  view,  the  committee  who  reported 
(hebill  made  particular  provision  in  the  ninth  sec- 
tibn  thereof,  for  that  portion  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana,' aqd  also^for  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  whO}.  aince  the  said  20th  day  of  December, 
hav^  emigrated,  or  who  hereafter  may  emigrate, 
to  that  Territory.  Let  the  ofifered  amendment  be 
reJQctedj  and  let  the  provisiona  of  the  sixth  and 
ninth  sections  of  the  bill  remain  as  they  are,  aod 
their  joint  operation  on  all  persons  claiming. a 
right  to  vote,  and  then  no  doubt  Or  difficulty  will 
be  made  relative  to  the  qualifications  of  electors ; 
he  who  is  invested  with  a  fee  in  land,  if  contest- 
ed, will  produce  his  title  deeds;  and  he  who 
claims  a:  right  to  vote,  1>y  being  an  inhabiunr  of 
the  county  one  ^ear  next  preceding  the  ^ay  of 
election,  will,  if  disputed,  ^how  that  he  has  «o 
been  an  inhabitant;  and  if  there  be  in  either  case 
a  failure,  the  ofifered  vote  will  be  rejected. 

It  has  been  observed  that,  if  the  offered  amend- 
.ment  be  not  agreed  to,  ^  a  person  may  vote  in  two 
diflf^^rent  counties  at  one  election."  This  will  not 
follow  from  the  relative  touls  used  in  the  sixth 
aeetiQn;  the  words  ^the"  and  ''that"  are  used  ia 
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rdttkra  to  the  eonoty  wfaereiD  the  elector  shall 
Tote,  and  their  retatiTe  force  will,  with  cqiamon 
care  aod  atfentton,  exclude  any  person  from  vot- 
ing Id  two  counties,  {t  has  alafo  been  objected 
that  ^  Sf«niard«  may  come  and  vote  at  elections 
in  Louisiana,  under  the  provisions  of  the  bilL^ 
If  hf the  word  "Spaniards'*^ is  inteiided  persons 
who  were  inhabitants  of  the  country  now  the  Tef- 
rimj  of  Loaisliirif^.  OB  the  20th  day  of  December, 
is  the  year  one  thensaAd  eight  hundred  and  three, 
or  if  by  It  is  intended  persons,  who,  emigrating  to 
any  of  the  United  States,  and  therein  residing 
notfl  naturalized  by  law,  and  vested  with  the 
rights  as  well  as'natne  of  dti2en,  and  who,  since 
the  »id  twentieth  day  of  DeeembeK  hare  emi- 
grated, or  may  emigrate,  to  Hial  Territory,  the 
objection  is  harmless,  being  without  foundation ; 
for  an  object  of  the  ninth  section  is'to  embrace  all 
persons  of  either  description,  ihey  bei rig  other- 
wise qualified  as  provided  for  in  the  sixth  section. 
If  by  the  word  '*  Spaniards'^ is  intended'  persons 
of  anir  other  character  or>  description,  they  are 
completely  excluded  by  the  provisions  Of  the 
ninth  ana  s»tb  seciibOs  of  the  bill,  which  will 
evidently  appear  by  a  tery  moderate  sttare  of  at- 
tention thereto.  It  has  been  intimated  that,  if 
ibiabill  becomes  a  law,  it  wHI  encourage  intru- 
ders to  enter  upon  tbe  lands  of  the  United  Stated ; 
this  o^iiection  is  not  sustainable.  Ttfere  are  laws 
of  ttie TFnited  States  to  expel  intruders  from  the 
public  lands.  When  the  second  grade  of  tempo- 
rary government  was  extended  respectively  to 
the  people  of  the  Northwestern  Territory,  to  the 
peoplf  of  tbe  Indtaoa  and  Mississippi  Terfltorieis, 
were  there  no  intruders  on  public  lands  within 
the  limits  of  any  of  thdse  Territories "t  WiH  it 
be  said  thefe  were  none?  And,  is  it  now  come 
totbisj  that  the  numerous  population  pf  .the  Ter- 
ritory of  Lotiisiaaa  shall  be  pt'evented  from  hav- 
ing a  general  representation  and  General  Assem- 
bly of  their  t>wa*,  to  make  laws  for  themselves, 
and  to  ha ve. every  benefit  lesul ting  therefrom; 
and  aW  this  for  fear  that  a  poor  man,  destitute  of 
wealth,  shall,  with  his  wife  and  children,  go'  on 
and  cultivate  a  sn&all  piece -of  public  land  to  raise 
bread  for  his  children,  some  one  of.whoni, 'at  a 
future  ^y,  may  stand  highly  eininent  in  the  Con* 
gress  of  the  United  States  1 

Pettcioos  for  the  second  grade  of  temporary 
government  have  for  some  time  been  before  the 
Confess  of  the  United  States  from  the  people  of 
Louisiana.  By  the  late  census  it  appears  thatthe' 
people  arc  now  more  than  — —  thousand;  .  'fo 
the  people  of  other  Territories,  when  composed 
of  very  inferior  number;?^  the  second  grade  of 
temporary  government  has  been  extended — and 
certainly  the  people  of  Louisiana,'  in  respect  to 
their  population,  and  in  pursuance  ^f  the  Treaty 
of  Paris,  are  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States^ 

The  Committee  ^ose,and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Wbdnb»dat.  December  4. 
Amessage  from  tb^  Senate,  infbrmed  the  Hotise 
that  tbe  Seaate  hare  passed  a  bill  ^'  for.the  -relief 


of  Thomas  O^Baonon^'' and"  have  passed  the  bill 
frdm  this  House  "for  the  apportionment  of  Rep- 
resentatives among  the  several  States  according 
to  the  third  enumeration,"  witb  amendments ;  to 
which  bill  and  amendmetits  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Willi AMS,'the  Committtse  of 
Commerce  and  Maouffl^ctures  wer^  instructed  to 
report  a  bill  explanaiolry  of  the  act  \ayiug  duties 
pn  inanuflictured^  copped. 
-  Another  message  from  the  Senate  infbirmed  the 
llouse  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '^mak-- 
ing  further  provision  for.  the  Corpsof  Engineers.^'' 
to  which  bill  they  desir,e  tbe  concurrence  of  this 
Hou^.  They  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  coni- 
mittee  to  have  the  application  of  the  moneys  ap- 
propriated'for  the  liJ9rary;«nd  have  appointed 
Mr.  LEiB.Mr.  Smith  of  Mary  land,  and  Mr.OoN- 
oiT.  to  be  of  Ihe  committee  on  theif  part.  ^ 

The  Spbaxbr  laid  b^ore  the  House  a  report 
pfthe  Secretary,  of  the  Navy  of  rhoneys' trans* 
ferred  durins  the  last  recess  of  Congress,  from 
certain  branches  of  expenditure  toother  branches 
of  expenditure  in  the  Navy  Department,  and  of 
the  application  of  such  moneys;  which-  was  read, 
and/refecred  to  ih%  Committee  of  Ways  and 
M^ans.    , 

AKPORTIOmiBNT  BILL. 

The  House  prdeeeded  taeonsider  the  amend« 
ments  of  thp  Senate  to  the  bill  "  for  the  apportion- 
ment of  Representatives  among  the  several  States, 
dccoeding  to  the  third  enumeration  .*" 

Mr.  BuRWBLL  mpvedxhat  the  bill  and  amend- 
oients  be' committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole, 
ern  Monday  next ;  which  was  ttegatived. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  biH  and  amend- 
ments be  postponed-  until  Friday  aext ;  which 
yras  also  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Stakford  moved,  that  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  be  postponed  until -to-morrow; 
which  was  determined  in  the  negfitive— yeas  56, 
nays  72,  as  follows  > 

TxAs— Willb  Al^n,  jr.',  John  Bi^cer,  David  Bard, 
Harwell  ^mssett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Black- 
ledgs,  Thomas  Blount,  Jaines  BreCkenridge,  Robert 
Brown,  WilliimA.  PurweH,  John  Olopton,  Lewis 
Condity  WiUiam  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson.  Charles  Goldsborough, 
Peterson  Good.wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Felir  Grundy,  Obed 
Halli  Aylett  Ha^esi  Jacob  Hufty.ipeeph.Kent,  Phthp 
B.  Key,  WiUiam  JL  King,.  Abner  Laeo^K,  Joseph  JLe- 
fever,  Joaepb'Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Little,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Creorge  C.  MaxwelU  Archibald  McBryde,  William  Mo* 
C«oy,  Samuol  McKee,  Alexander  McKim«  James  Mor« 
^ran,  Jeremta[h  l^iorrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephep  Ormsby,' Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
William  Piper,  Jatnes  Pleasants,  jr.,  John  Randolph, 
8amuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan ' 
Roberts,  Richard^'Stanford,  Philip  Btaart,  John  Talia- 
ferro, Robert  Whitehill,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Richard 
Wmn. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Dan* 
iel  Avery,  Bsekiel  Bacon,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Abnah  Big- 
ek>w,  Harmanns  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham, 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epafrfuroditus  Oham« 
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jaon,  L«iig49ii  CberM,  MavlUi  ChiUendep^  Tbomas 
B.  Cookei  John  DtvenporVjr^  Boger  Darisy  Samuel 
Dinsinoor,  Elias  £ai)e,  William  £iY,  James  Emott, 
William  Finney,  James  Fisk,  Asa  ritch,  Thomas  R. 
'  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson^  jr.,  Richard. M. 
Johnson,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  Arci- 
nah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitehill,  Jona- 
than, O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  William  Pauld- 
ing, jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  !B«tyamito  Pond,  Peter'  B. 
Pbrter,  Elisha  R,  Potter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  William  R^d, 
H^nry  M.  Ridgely,  Wlltiain 'Rodman,  Ebeneter  Sftge, 
Thomas  Sammonsi  £bene^e^  ^arer*  Adam  Sey^rt, 
Samuel  Shaew^  John  Smffie,  peorge  Smith,  Silaa  Stow, 
WiUiMn  Stiong,  Lewis  B..  Sturges,  George  SnlUvwi, 
Stoiuel  Tag gari,  Bei^amki  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M*- Troup,. Chartos  Turner^  jr.,  Pierre  Van 
CorUtmdt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  David 
R.  Williams,  William  Widgery;  #nd  Robert  Wright. 
.  The  question  that  the  House  do.6a»ciir  with 
the  Sfuaie  in. the  said.aiiiendmenu,  being  slated, 
aud  debate  arising  tbeEeo%  an  adjoQrnfDeBt.  was 
called  for,  ap<i  carried* 

Thubspay,  t^ce'mber  5. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hbuse  sliudry  res- 
olutions adopted  by  a  meetioffof  a  number  ofthe 
inhabitants  of  the  town  and  district  of  St.  Louis, 
iu' the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  expred^ive  of  their 
wishes  that  the.seeosd  grade  of  Territorial  gov- 
ernment may  he  extended  to  the  said  Territory ; 
th%t  the  Judges  of  the  Greneral  .Court  be  re- 
quired, by  law,  to  have  some  permaneap  interest 
in  the  wel&re  of  the  inhabitants^  and  to.  reside  in 
the  Territory :  that  additional  apd  more  equita'^ 
ble  provisions  be.  made  in  favor  of  cUiknants  to 
lands  in  the  Territory;  aqd  that  tW  Umits.of  ibe 
Territory  may  bj& more  clearly  defined;  which 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Comm^tee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  providiqgibr  the  goveromient 
pf  the  said  Territory,       j. 

The  bill  from  the  Seqate  ^for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Q'Banhon,''  was  read  twice,  apd  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ".making  further 
provision  for -the  Corps  of  Gogineer.s^"  Was  read 
twice,  and  oommitt^d  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  next, 

Mr.  MiTCBiLiu  presented.a  petition  of  Charles 
Whitlow,  of  the  county,  and  Stateqf  New  York, 
nUrserymaa  and  botanical  collectpr,  praying  for,a 
special  license  to  import  into  the. United.  States 
all  such  seeds^ grains,  and  growing  plants,  as  ha 
Ktay  deem  necessary  for  thie  improvement  of  g]at- 
dennig.  farming,  science,  or  the  arts-;  on  6onditk>n 
of  making  a  disclosure,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Udt« 
t€fd  State?,  of  an  important  discovery  of  a  native 
vegetable,  possessing,  in  the  highest  degree,  the 
qualities  for  (he  preparation  oi  cordage,  thread, 
and  linen  cloth. — ^Referred  to  tKe  Committee  or 
Commerce  and  Mapiifactures. 

Mr.  MoBfiow,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  repou  on  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Hepresent- 
ativesof  the  Indiana  Territory,  referred  tbeStb 


ultimo;  which  was  react «act >ef<er^  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MoARow,  from  the  same  com miuee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  ,of  the  ]!4ayor  and  Alder- 
men of  the  city  of  New  Orleane,  referred  the 
twenty*eighth  ultimo;  whieh  i)ras  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the^  Whole  on  Moadt]r 
next 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Cooimiuee  of  Wtyiani 
Means,  presented  a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  ac^t,  entitled  <^An  actcontinuiag, 
for  a  limited  time,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of 
Government  therein  meotioned;"  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed.  W  a  ComQiittee  of 
the  Whole  "on  Monday  next.     - 

Mr.  Bax^on,  from  the  satjae  committee,  pre- 
senteda  brU  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  furtbaf 
time,  ttie  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
further  tp  protect  the  coounerce  and  seamea  of 
the  Upited  States  against  tbe  Bafbary  Powers;^' 
which  WM  re^  -twice,  and  commitieci  |o  a  Com- 
mittee, of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next, 

'0n  motion  of  Mr.  Arcber,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extendfing  the  dis- 
trict of,  HavreNde-Grace,  m  tiie  State  of  Mary- 
land,  so  as  to  include  ^pes^^Utica  Island,  the  North- 
era  shore  of  BUt  river,  the  Eastern  shore  of  Bush 
river,  Susquehanna,  apd  Northeast  rivers,  and  all 
the  water9  and  shores  of  the  CheaapeaJce  Bay 
above  the  mouth  of  B^sh  river,  on  the  Western 
sbor^,  apd  above  the  mouth  of  Elk  river  on  the 
Eastern  9hore  of  said  bay,  .  t    . 

APPOtfriaNMENT  OP  HBPRBSENTATIVBS, 

.  The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendnients  of  the  Senate  to  the  biU  ^  for  the 
apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the  sev- 
eral S(at^^,  according  to  the  third  enumeratioD." 

Mr.  Nbwtoh  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommit- 
tpd  to  a  Comniittee  of  the  Whole  House.— Neg- 
atived—ray  es  57,  noes  60, 

M>.  CALHOtTN  said :  Before  the  bill  had  gone  to 
the  Senate,  it  excited  but  very  jittle  interest  with 
me.  All  that  I  had  heard  rrdm  gentlemen  on 
every  side,  convinced  me  that  it  was  a  squabble 
among  the  several  States  which  should  bear  the 
loss  bf  large  fractions,  rather  than  a  serious  divi- 
sion on  principle,  of  one  ratio  in  preference  (o 
another.  Were  I  gbverned  alone,  by  fractions  I 
should  not  rise  this  daj^,  nor  oppose  a  concurrence 
with  the  Sei^ajte,  from  the  pride  of  opinion ;  for 
the  ratio  which  the  Senate  have  fixed,  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  my  volp  on  the  original  bill,  al- 
though .thirty-seven  thousand  would  . leave  n^y 
State  wiih a  less  fraction  unrepresented  tbaptbir- 
ty-fiye  thousand :  but  fractions  are  not  iny  obiect, 
I'aip  not  here  to  represent  my  ow:n  State  alone. 
I  renounce  the  idea.  And  I  wiU  show,  by  my 
vote,  thsift  I  contend  for  the  interests  ofthe  whole 
people  of  this  community.  The  present  question, 
.on  concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
seemed  to  be  totally  different,  and  much  more 
important  than  the  original  one,  Ai^it  now  stands 
it  is  a  caseof  di^a^preemeat  between  the  two  Houses, 
and  the  doniest  i%  which  shall  recede,    A  contest 
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of  this  kiad  (on  the  census  biti)  was  one  of  the 
mosi  serioos  coDbequ^nc^s  to  Xhe  House.  ^  The 
Soiate,  hy  persistaoee,  must  force  this  body  either 
to  adopt  their  ratio,  or,  if  that  caiinot  be  effected, 
eTen  aooihilate  this  hmncfa  of  tbe'l«egislattire.  I 
coBsider  this  a  case  of  omission  inour  excellent 
CoBttitation— one  of  that  kind  which  must  take 
plaee,  perhaps,  in.  all  free  constitatioi|s,  however 
formed :  hot  [Mirticalarljr  in  one  like  ours,  formed 
bf  the  foresight  of  wisdom,  and  not  by  slow  and 
neceasife  experience.  That  it  is  a  case  of  omis- 
sion and  not  foreseen,  majr  be  inferred  from  several 
parts^f the  CooatituHon  itself^  T^^  Constitution 
makes  this  Hoase  the  sole  judge  of  the  qualifica- 
uoBs  and  returns  of  its  own  members.  This  is 
sapposed  to  vest  the  power  so  exclusively  in  ..us, 
that  a  few  days  since,  In  a  d^te  on  the; contested 
cleetioB  from  Virginia,  it  was  contended  with 
much  force  of  argument,  that  any  law  ou'this 
8Qbjeet,asthe  Senate-must  participate  in  it,  would 
be  oBcoBstitotional.  Whkt  is  the  reason  ?  A 
spirit  of  jealoys]f ;  a  manifest  ii^tiention  to  preserve 
this  lloose  froai  the  influence  oC  the  otaer ;  and 
to  prevent  the  latter  froiU'  having  any  control  in 
the  interior  managemenl  of  this.  If  such  caption 
was  Bfcessary  in  this  particular,  wh^re  th^  cases 
qmst,  almost  necessarily,  be  few,  and  ofteu  not 
important;  how  much  more  so  in  a  question  of 
ratio.  IB  which  that  body  naay  add. to  or  s|ibtract 
hundreds  from  this— may  force  jsuoh  a  ratk)  on 
this,  as  is  favarab)e  to  the  federative  principle, 
ind  assimilate  it  to  the  other  in  its^foxmatioo,  it 
may  entirely  aojiihilate  tkk  House.  Again,  it  is 
the  theory  of  our  Gkivemment^and  was  th^  favor- 
ite idea  of  all  Aiir  politicians^  at  the  time  of  its 
focmation,  that  liberty  can  only  ekist  in  a  divir 
tion  of  the  sovereign  power;  and  that  such  divi- 
tion  could  only  be  permanent,  wb^e  each  qf  the 
parts  bad  withrin  itself  the  meads  of  protection. 
On  this  principle,  the  Executive  and  Judiciary 
were  detached  from  th^  I^egislature,  and  th.i^  last 
divided  into  two  branches.  Bach  of  these  De- 
partments has  the  me^ns  of  self-presc^rva^tion.  The 
irst  has  its  qualified  veto  and  its  patronage ;  th« 
Jodieiary  it^  independejice-r&itd  each  House. a 
veto  on  the  proceedings  of  ilie  other. 

In  the  ocdiiMM-y  course  of  legislation,  this  fur- 
nished ample  security:  Par  diflbrent  on  the 
eensDs  hi}l.  Here  ^he  whqle  is  inverted.  The 
vole  of  the  Senate  is  jio  longer  the  means  of  prb- 
teetion  to  itself,  but  becomes  a  fatal  means  or  as- 
sailing this'  House ;  it  is  no  more  a  shield  >of  de- 
feace,  but  a  weapon  of  attack  i  and  when  thej 
itte  it,  by  wichhoidipg-  iheir  assent,  we  are  ani- 
bilated.  This  great  anomaly  could  not  have  been 
foreseen 3  it  must' be  considered  as  an  omission. 
What  remedy  do  I  propose  ?  Prevent  the  Benate 
|rom  participating  in  a  cenaus  bill  ?  By  no  means ; 
it  would  be  tknconstitutional ;  because  there  is  no 
ebose  to  that  effect.  I  propose  a  m^ans  jn  strict 
anison  with  the  Cpnsiitutipn,  and  furnished  by 
itself.  It  has  iu  this  instance  withheld  from  us 
the  shield,  but  has  pointed  to  its  spirit.  Let  us 
act  with  a  fixed  determination ;  aud  not  accede 
^  Uie  amendment  of  the.  Senatev  Thiat  body, 
QBaided  by  precedent,  and  opposed  by  the  spirit 


of  the  Constitution,  must  recede.  Let  us  follow 
the  example  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  Eng- 
land in  relation  to  money  bills,  and  the  same  ef« 
feet  will  follow— but  by  no  means  reverse  that 
example- 

The  Senate,  strengthened  by  precedent,  will 
hereafter  control  us  completely.  On  this  ground 
they  have  naturally  a  greater  capacity  for  strug- 
gliing  than  w^.  Unless  we  insist  in  the  first  in- 
stance, we  must  ever  hereafteif  be  overpowered. 
What  inducement  can  gentlemen  iiave,  to  make 
the  surrender  at  this  time  ?  None  can  b^  weaker, 
than  because  some  of  the  States  have,  bjr  the  ran 
tio  Inserted  in  the  Senate,  small  fractions,  and 
6ne  section  of  the  Union  has  by^it  comparatively 
gained.    Will  gentlemen  for.  thjs  inconsiderable 

?[ain  make  so  greata  sacrifice  7  Particularly  those 
rom  large  Stales;,  who  are  the  greatest  gainers 
by  fractions..  Por  this  paltry  gain,  more  apparent 
than  real,  wtiich  can  last  but  for  ten  years,  they 
surrender  a  principle  of  tlie  moat  vital  importance 
tQ  them.  They  will  enable  the  Sen^t^  in  time 
to  reduce  them  almos;  to  the  same  terms  of  elijual- 
ity  on  this  floor  wit^i  the  small  States^  as  they  are 
in  the  other  House.  Let  it  not  be  saidj^he  sen- 
ate will  alwdys  exercise  thi|^  powjer  with  discre- 
tion. It  is  the  part  of  political  wisdom  not  to 
trus^  when  it  can  make  aecure,  and  in  a  case  of 
$u<;h.  vital  .importance,  it  will  not  confide  in  th« 
strongest  probabilities.  Faithis  an  article  of  r^ 
ligion,  but  not  vof  politics.  But,  sir,  if  any  seetioa 
or  State  of  this  Union  gained  ev^r  so  much,  I 
know  trot  howvit  could  justify  this  abandonment 
of  principle.  Who  are  we  ?  The  represeotativea 
of  the  nation;  of  individual  rights;  the  trustees 
for  the  ume  being  pf  that  mass  of  po^r  which 
is  invested  in  the  hands  of  the  Legislature  for  thcf 
protectioQ  of  those .  jfights.,  How  then  can  w« 
make  a.  surrender  coi^sistent  with  the  piinoiple, 
with  honor  or  with  conscience,  of  those  important 
rights  60  sacredly  trusted  to  our  keeping?  Mi. 
Speakei;,  I  wish  the  task  pf  defending  this  im- 
portant povnt  had  fallen  to  abler  hands.  I  feel 
all.  that  embarrassment  whicji  a  young  man,  not 
mucb  accustomed  to,  speaking,  must  necessarily 
experience  the  first  tiji^e,  before  auchati  audience, 
and  in  a  place  so  ^yiog  to  the  voice  as  this  hall* 
Lshallbe  bappy^if  in  the  ini()9tof  my  embarrasa- 
n^ents,  I  have  been  intelligible,  and  have  expressed 
myself  with  sufficient  eautipn,  on  #o  ddheate  a 
point. 

'  Mr.  Rhjba  said  that,  being  induced  to  believe 
that  the  mat  principle  of  cboipromiae  on  whick 
he.  had  heretoibre  vot^  (which  was,  that  -  th« 
present  representation  of  the  p^ple  of  any  Stat« 
might  not  be  diminished)  was  abandoned,  and 
that,  in  place  thereof,  local,  partial,  and  State  in- 
terests were  substituted,  he  now,  also,  would  turn 
his  attention  to  objects  of  the  sam^  nature.  He 
waif  the  more  influenced  to  do  this,  because  tfaa 
principle  of  compromise  was  not  only  abandoned, 
but  abandoned  id  a  manner  highly  injurious  to 
the  people  of  Tennessee,  one  of  whose  represeata* 
tives  he  had  the  honor  to  be.  If  the  ratiaof  thirty- 
seven  thousand  had  been  adhered  to,  he  might 
have  been  silent;  but,  as  that  ratio  is  proposed,  by 
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Ibe  Amendment  offered  by  the  Senate,  td  be  no 
more,  and,  As  the  ratio  proposed  is  only  one  thou- 
sand more  thata  the  fraction  which  on  that  ratio 
will  remain  to  Tennessee,  his'duty^  ctitled  on  him 
to  protest  against  this  procedure.         ,  ^ 

I  will  TOte^  said  Mr; R.,  against  coDfcurrinff  with 
thd  amendment  made  by  the^Senate,  whicn  pro- 
poses a  ratio  pf  thirty-five  thousand.  And^  if  that 
Yote  was  to  be  spoken  with  my  last  breath,  it 
should  be  cheerfully  tendered,  not  only  because 
the  amendment,  if  a^^eed-to,  will  operate 'injuri- 
ously and  uiijustly  in  relation  to  Tennessee,  but, 
also,  by  reason  that,  if  agreed  to,  it  will^  in  my 
humble  opinion,  go  to  fix  d  principle  which,  at  no 
yery  distant  period,  may  shake  the  foundation  of 
^sovereignties.  Far  be  It  from  me  to  derogate 
from  the  constituted  powers  oFthe  Senate  of  the 
Vnited  States,  but  it  may,- with  all  due  respect, 
be  observed,  that  a  ratio  of  apportionment  made 
by  tbc  House  of  Representatives  of  the  sovereign 
people,. and  by  the  oommairding  majority  of  102 
to  18  in  that  Hous6,  merits  a  considerable  degree 
of  cdnideoice  from  the  Senate^  and,  if  touched 
by  that  booorable  Ht^se^  oughinot  |o  be  touched 
nor  brokea^own  unless  for  reasons  of  an  Imperi- 
ous nature.  -  The  ratio  £ied  in  the  bill  was  a 
ratio  of  compromise,  Uiat,  thereby,  the  presea^ 
representation  of  ^e  people  in  jmy;8taie  might 
Bot  be  diminished.  When  that  ratio  was  fixed 
in  the  bill,  fractions  Were  Ifttle  attended  to.;  but 
it  now  appears  that  the  avoiding  of  fractions 
htLs  taken  the  place  of  ihat  uTagnanimous  prind- 
ple^  and  crept  in  to  disturb  |hat  social  and  friendly 
union,  which  is  the  basis  of  the  sovereignty  of 
these  United  States.       ' 

-  The  offered  amendment,  then,  reduces  the  ratio 
to  thirty-five. thousand.  Thie  operation  of  that 
ratio  on  all  the  other  States,  except  by  way  of 
comparison;  wiU  be  omitted,  and  its  operation  by 
fraction  on  the  State  of  Tennessee,  only,  exam- 
ined. By  a  ratio  of  thirty-^ve  thousand,  there 
will  remain  to  Tennessee  a  fractioh  of  thirty- 
three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirteen,  only 
one  thousand  and  eighty-seven  less  tl^au  the^ro- 
pjosed  ratio  of  this  atneodmeat  for  a  representa- 
tive. It  appears  that,  at  a-ratio  of  thirty-five  thou- . 
sand,  the  four  great  States  of  the  Union — that  is: 
New  York  will  have  a  fraction  of  8  043 ;  VirginiA 
12,616  rPeoosylvania  4,773  ;  and  Massachusetts 
740.  Th*  aggregate  qf  aU  these  fractions  is 
about  26,172.  The  fractions  remaining  to  the 
States  of  New  Hampshire  and  Delaware  amount 
to  about  5,464^  Which,  being  added  to  the  ampunr 
of  the'fcaotions  of  the  four  great  "JStates^  makes 
»n  aggregate  6f  about  31.636^  Hence,  it^s  man*' 
ifest  that  6a  a  ratio  of  35,000,  a  fraction  will  re- 
m|in  to  Tennessee,  which;  is  greater  than  the 
aggreicate  of  the  fractions  of  the  States  alluded 
to.  N(^  imperious  reason  appears,  producing  this 
eflfect,  and  commanding  a  tle8<Sending  ratio,  to  a 
point  within  the  number  1,160,, giving  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Tennessee  another  representative.  If  the 
ratio  in  the  proposed  amendment  be  agreed .  to. 
the  peoplo  of  the  States  already  named,  will 
have  more  than  one  hundred  representatives,  with 
mn  aggregate  of  remaining  tractions  of  about 


31,336;  *and  the  people  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see will  have  six  representatives,  with  a  remain- 
ing  fraction  of  nearly  thirty-four  thousand.  If 
the  object  of  the  amendment  be  to  reduce  great 
fractions,  a  ratio  of  34,800,  would  have  done 
away  the  great  fraction  of  Tennes^e.  and  the 
people  of  that  State  would  then  have  had  seven 
representatives.  If,  then,  the  ratio  must.be  re- 
duced frofcn  37.000,  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  reduced 
to  a  number  which  will  remove  this  great  frac- 
tion, so  that  the  people  of  Tennessee  thali  have 
seven  representatives." 

Mr.Fisk.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  the  hobor  to 
re^esent,  in  part,  a  small  State,  which  feels  deep- 
ly interested  in  the  present  question  ;  it  is,  there- 
fore, with  pleasure,.!  hear  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  small  States  advocated.  I  am  decidedly 
in  favor  of' concurring  with  the  amendment  of 
the  ^nate,  and,  in  support  of  it,  shall  endearor 
to  prove  that  the  ratio  proposed  by  the  Senate 
will  do  less  injustice  and  iglre  m  more  equal  rep- 
resentation to  the.  States' than  that  fixed  on  by 
this  House.  By  the  ratio  of  37,000,  agreed  on  by 
the'Hov^,  Delawareand  Vermont,  having  a  pop- 
ulatioh  of  only  288^99,  will  hafe  a  fraction  of 
66,899,  almost  equal  to  the  one-fourth  of  their 
whole  nC^mber,  and  will  deprive  Delaware  of  the 
one-half  of  her  representation,  and  Vermont  of 
the  one-sixth.  By  the  ratio  of  35,t)00,  proposed 
by  the  Senate,  Verrtiont  and  Delaware  each  gain 
one  representative,  while  Kentucky,  Tennessee. 
New  Jersey,  and  Ohio,  with  a  population,  of 
l,090,t)84,  will  be  left  with  a  fraction  of  100,084, 
only  equal  to' about  the  one^leventh  of  iheir 
whole  tidraber.  With  these  facte  before  us,  I  can- 
not understand  by  what  rule  of  justice  the  gen- 
tlemen last  up  ftom  Kentupky,  Tennessee,  and 
New  Jersey,  could,  advocate  the  interests  of  the 
small  States,  vote  for  the  ratio  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  leaving  such  monstrous  fractions  to  the 
jStatesof  Delaware  aiid  Vermont,  and  now  call 
on  us  lo  join  them  in  rejecting  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  because  6f  the  fractions  it  leaves  m 
their  States,*  when  these  fractions  are,  to  their 
Whole  numbers, comparatively  nothing  with  thosd 
hft  to.  Delaware  and  Vermont  by  the  raiidthey 
voted  for.  No  number  can  be  fixed  on  as  the  ra- 
tio but  what  will  leave  ffa^ti^ns  in  some  of  the 
States.  It.is  but  justice,  therefore^  that  we  shoald 
adopt  the  Constitutional  number  which  will  learc 
the  least  fractions,  and  those  on  the  greatest  pop- 
ulation. 

It  is  proper  to  mentidn,  that,  by  the  Ifst.raHOj 
Tennessee  had  a  very  vmall  fraction,  and  Ver- 
mont a  larffe  one;  by  this  rat;iOy  Vermont  wm 
have  a  small  one.  and  that  of  Tennessee  will  w 
larger :  thus,  by  the  change,  the  loss  will  be  equal- 
ized. An  objection  has  been,  urged  against  tne 
amendment,  on  the  ground  of  its  increasing  «»« 
representation  in  this  H#use.  This  has  no  weigw 
in  my  mind.  This  ratio  willnot  give  this  House 
more  metnbers  than  are  to  be  found  in  the  ^fS^ 
latures  of  many  of  the  small  States,  where  busi- 
ness is  tran^cted  with  great  facility  and  coj?"^] 
ness.  I  think  a  numerous  representation  coaioroi- 
able  to  sound  repiibltcan  principles 
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Agtinst  the  doctrines  advaoced  ye8Cerday,.by 
the  geotlemaa  from  South  Carolina,  I  be^  leave 
to  enter  my  most  solemn  protest.  In  these  mo- 
ments of  danger  from  abroad^  I  am  not  for  declar- 
ing war  against  the  Senate— a  foreign  enemy  may 
soon  render  a  declaration  of  war  both  necessary 
and  honorable.  The  best  wav  of-supportin^  4he 
Constitution,  is  by  acknowledging  its  principles, 
and  moying  within  the  orbit  it  has  prescribed  for 
m.  The  tramers  of  the  Constitution,  for  good 
reasons,  do  doubt,  in  the  distribution  of  power  t6 
tbeseTeral  brancnes  of  our  Government,  saw  fit 
to  give  the  Senate  a  participation  in  the  powef  of 
fixing  the  ratio  for  the  representation  in  this  House; 
and  ic  is  not  competent  for  us,  as  legist ators^^  to 
question  the  wisdom  of  this  provision.  Very  tittle 
light  can  be  thrown  on  this  subject  by  precedents 
drawn  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Bnglish  Par- 
liament; thev  are  the  supreme  powef;  their  acts 
make  both  the  constitution  and  the  law  of  the 
country.  Not  so  here.  The  Constitution  is  the 
supreme  law  and  rule  to  direct  our  legislative 
actions.  Thi^  supreme  law,  this  Constitution, 
has  rested  the  Senate  with  the  same  power,. and 
imposed  on  them  thesam^  obligation  of  exercis- 
ing a  sound  discretion  \A  legislating  on  the  sub-, 
iect  before  us  that  it  has  to  this  House.  Thev 
hare  the  same  interests  in  common  with  us  all. 
they  have  solemnly  sworn  faithfully^  and  impar- 
tially to  discharge  the  trust  reposed' in  them,  and 
they  woold  be  unworthy  their  statibn  if  they  did 
not  do  it  independently. 

Mr.  WRiGaT.-*Mr.  Speaker.  I  hope  tbeHouse 
will  proceed  to  decide  on  tne  merits  of  the' 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate.  I,  for  my 
part,  am  prepared  to  vote  for  rt,  although  it  comes 
IB  the  inauspictoas  shape  of  an  amendment  from 
that  body,  so  exceptionable  in  the  opin'ion  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.' 
Calhoun.)  I  feel  no  fears  of  the  Senate's  sub- 
Terti^g  the  €k>verDment  yiFhile  thev  hkve  a  com- 
mon interest  io  it*  ;  I' certainly,  wnen  a  member 
of  that  body,  was  not  less  attached  td  the  best 
interest  of  my  couotry  thkn  I  now  am,  although 
DOW  directly  elected  by  the  sovereign  oeople; 

The  Constitution  baa  wisely  provided  an  equal 
^pres^tation  in  0^9  Senate  to  prevent  the  sihall 
States  from  being  injured  by  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  large  States,  and  this  appears  to 
me  to  be  okie  of  the  eases  in  whieir  the  Senate 
correctly  ha.ve  interfered,  for  that  purpose,  and 
while  they.revolve  on  their  own  •xi»>  and  within 
their  own  Conatkatiopal  orbits  I  shall  always  ror 
^  them  as  a  valui^  organ  of  the  legislative 
will  of  the  nation. 

.  Sir,  let  oa  examine  the  case.  The  Constitu- 
twi  declarea  that  ^  Representatives  and  direct 
^ses  shaH  be  apportioned  ainong  the  several 
States  which  may  be  included  within  this  Union 
iccordiog  to  theff  respective  numbers^"  We  find 
that  Delaware,  for  twenty  yearsj^has  had  a  frac- 
tion of  30.000  unrepresented,  and  we  know  she 
was  directly  taxed  in  the  same  manner  that  all 
the  States  Were,  without  respect  to  that  fraction^ 
althoogh  nearly  equal  to  one-half  her  whole 
nnmher;  and  now,  again,  by  fixing  on  37,000  in- 


stead,of  the  35,000  proposed  by  the  Senate,  she 
is  to  be  taxed  for  ten  years  more  on  34,004  un- 
represented. We  know  that,  in  this  body,  her 
feeble  voice  could  not  be  heard,  however  just  her 
claims,  or  honest  her  pretensions;  but,  in  the 
Senate,  they  have  been  heard  and  respected  ;  and 
1  trust  will  now  prevail.  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  McXee)  seems  to  feel  very  much 
for  New  Jersey,  which  has  a  fraction  of  31^^22, 
at  35,000 ;  but  his  sensations  do  pot  extend  them- 
selves to  Delaware,  which,  for  twenty  years  has 
had  a  fraction  of  30,000,  and  at  37,000,  will,  for 
ten.  years  more,  have  a  fraction  of  34,004.  The 
geiitleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Rbea)  seems 
also  to  be  much  aUv6  to  tlie  interest  of  Tennes- 
see; she  has  a' fraction  of  33,913;  he  has  said 
th&t,  if  any  State  had  such  a  fraction  in^posed  on 
her,  he  shoulcl  deem  it  unjust  to  impose  it,  and 
would  oppose  it.  If  he  will  e^Tamine,  he  wiH  see 
that  Delaware  has  %,  fraction  of  34,004,  and  there- 
fore he  stai^ds  committed  to  oppose  it.  Georgia 
and  Massachusetts  both  have  larger  fractions 
than  Tennessee. 

Sir,  this4]uestion  ought  to  be  decided  so  that 
the  Constitution  might  be  as  n^rly  gratified  as 
possible',  by  adopting  ^he  number  that  will  leave 
the  smallest  fraction  upon  the  whole.  If  gentle^ 
meu  will  examine  the  document  upon  the  subject, 
they  will  find,  at  35,000,  the  unrepresented  frac- 
tions amount  to  249^460;  that,  at  37,000,  the  unt 
represented  Tractions  ^ount  to  302,2612^  making 
a  difference  of  52,802  in  favor  of  35.000;  so  that, 
01^  taking  into  view  the^interest  of  all,  without 
respect  to  particular  sections  of  the  Union,  there 
are  52,802  in  favor  of  the  proposition  of  the  Sen- 
ate, which,  on  principle,  ought  to  be  preferred. 

But  we  are  told  that,  by  fixing  on  35,000,  the 
Southern  and  Western  sections  of  the  Union  suf- 
fer greatly.  I  have  Examined  that  subject,  and 
find  that  the  Southern  and  Western  Stat^  in- 
cluding Maryland,  have  fractions  of  85,764  more 
than  the  States  to  the  eastward  of  Maryland; 
but  I  also  find,  that  on  examining  the  fractions  of 
the  saitte  sections  at  the  ratio  of  37,000,  that  the 
Eastern  division  of  the  Union  have  fractions  of 
121,448  more  than  the  Southern  and  Western 
sections,  leaving  a  balance  of  35,784  more  against 
the.  Eastern  section  at  37,000  than  is  against  the 
S(>uthern  and  Western  sections  at  35.000 ;  so  that 
the  sectional  fraction  is  l^ss  |U  35,000,  as  well  as 
th6  aggregate  fraction ;  therefore,  in  justice,  the 
numli^r  35,000  ought  to  prevail. 

Mr.  Gholson. — When  this  subject  was  first 
before  the  .House,  a  ratio  of  representation  was 
addpt^,  which  seemed  to  be  the  result  of  prin- 
ciple, and  which  pppeared^  also  to  have  been  in- 
dicated by  the  federal  nunabers  of  some  of  the 
small  States.  The  principle  assumed  had  refer- 
ence partly  to  the  small  States,  and  partly  to  the 
number  of  this  branch  of  the  (legislature,  and 
accordingly,  the' highest  ratio  which  would  not 
reduce  tne  ni^esent  representatbii  of  any  State 
was  selected  oy  a  very  large  majority.  The  ratio 
taken  was  one  member  for  37,000,  and  this  ratio 
grew  not  out  «f  fractional  calculations,  but  out 
of  saplrit  of  magnanimity  and  conciliation.  The 
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Yitgitiia  delegation,  I  belieVe,  woald  most  of  us 
have  preferred  40,000  to  a  member,  bot  we  took 
37^000,  to  preveqt  what  Rhode  Island  and  Con- 
necticut alleged  would  have  beed  Injustice  to 
them,  namely,  a  redaction  of  their  numbers  in 
this  body. 

For  this  act  of  conciliatioq,  how,  sir,  have  we 
been  requited  by  the  small  Spates?  They  have 
united  in  reiectitig  the  ratio  of  37,000,  and  in 
takiflg  a  smaller  one,  which  throws  almost  a)l  the 
Urge  fractions  on  the  southern  part  ofthe  Union. 
I  am  very  far  from  ascribing  any  incorrect  inten- 
tion to  anjr  one.  I  would  not,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  insinuate  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
8<?nate,  or  that  it  is  now  within  the  view  of  this 
House  tb  do  injustice  to  any  secvion  of  this- Con- 
federacy. Yet,  from  the  eni^ctm^nt  of  this  bill! 
as  amended  by  the  Senate,  the  most  obvious  and 
manifest  injustice  would  accrue  to  filihost  the 
entire  southern  portion  of  the  Union.  This  will 
appear  from  a  superficial  view  of  the  results 
arising  from  thv  ratio  pf  35,000,  which  hak  been 
substituted  by  the  Senate.  ^ . 

The  nin^  States  to  the  north  and  eastward  of 
Maryfand  con  tain  the  federal  number  of  3,546,848, 
and  ihen  their  aggregate  fractions  or  remainders 
amount  to  81,864.  The  eight  Southern  States, 
inclusive  of  Maryland,  comprise  the  federal  nuiii- 
ber  (deducting for  the  slaves^  of  3,037,412.  Thus 
three  and  a  half  millions  In  the  North  have  about 
eighty  thousand  unrepresented,  while  only  about 
3,000,000  in  the  South  have  near  one  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  unrepresented*  The  dis- 
proportion is  enormous.  Ir  the  Northern  States 
have  81,000  of  remainders,  the  Southern  States, 
accordjngto  the  law  of  proportion,  should  have 
69,000.  ^ut  Ihey  have  in  fact  167,000,  from 
which,  if  you  deduct  the  rightful  proportion  of 
69,000,  it  will  be  evident  that  they  have  an  Over 
proportion  of  unrepresented  remainders,  amount-^ 
mg  to  98,000.  By  adopting  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment, the  Eastern  States,  moreover,  gain  nine 
Representatives,  and  the  Southern  States  two 
only.  The  ratio  of  35.000  is  therefore  peculiarly 
unequal  in  its  operation,  and  consequently  unjust. 

if.  Mr.  Speake^  the  principles  which  at  first 
guided  us  upon  this  subject  are  now  to  be  de- 
serted, alt  that  I  ask  is  equality.  It  was  a  few 
days  ago  remarked  by  a  venerable  gentreman 
from  North  Carolida,  (Mr.  Macon,)  that  at  la^st 
he  expected  this  matter  would  resolve  itself  into 
pen  and  ink  calctilation.  Although  I  reposed 
much  in  the  discernment  of  that  gentleman,  I 
then  hoped  his  prediction  Would  not  be  fulfilled. 
I^  however,  now  begin  to  discover  strong  indica- 
tions that  it  is  to  be  verified.  If  so,  let  this  affair 
be  referred  for  an  arithmetical  estimate.  L,et  the 
caicOlations  be  only  made  with  tolerable  accu- 
racy, and  I  am  content. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  declared 
his  object  to  be  the  reduction  of  the  aggregate 
fraction,  and  he  therefbre  takes  the  smallest  ra- 
tio. The  entire  fraction  at  37,060  is  52,000  greater 
than  at  35,000.  Waiving  all  oth^r  objections  to 
the  gentleman's  reasoning,  I  would  ask  him  if  it 
is  not  better  that  the  whole  nation  should  have 


An  additional  unrepresented  remainder  of  99,000 
than  that  the  Southern  country  alone  should 
have  a.  disproportionate  unrepresented  remainder 
of  98.0007  It  is  certainly  better  that  the  whole 
should  yield  fifty  than  one-half  near  an  hundred. 

Geographical  comparisons  and  local  distinc- 
tions are  at  air  times,  sir,  repugnant  to  my  feel- 
ings. I  avoid  them  whenever  it  is  in  my  power. 
But/I  have  been  driven  into  the  remarks  which 
I  have  made  by  the  course  this  business  and  the 
debate  upop  it  have  jLaken.  And  I  am  sorry  that 
I  am  under  the  necessity  of  still  trespassing  for 
a  moment  on  the  attention  of  the  House  while  I 
answer  some  observations  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Smilib.)  If  I  understood 
the  gentleman,  be  said  the  secret  was,  that  the 
Southern  people  wanted  the  preponderance.  Is 
it' meant,  sir,  to  convey,  by  these  expressions,  an 
insinuation  that  there  are  Southern  men  on  this 
floor  who  act  in  a  secret,  clandestine  way  7  Who 
profeds  one  motive  and  act  from  another  ?  What- 
ever maY  be 'intended,  the  observation  is  unmer- 
ited, and  1  repel  it.  I  will  not,  for  a  moment, 
allow  myself  to  believe  that  there  is  any  man  in 
this  'Assembly  who  Would  be  capable  of  such 
pondttct. 

I  regret,  Mr.  Speaker  that  the  gentleman  has 
thoivght  it  necessary  on  this  occasion  to  call  over 
the  roll  of  appointments  thai  have  been  ponferred 
on, particular  States,  and  that  he  has  entered  into 
a  comparison  of  the  favors  received  by  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania  in  this  respect.  Topics  of  this 
sort  are  extremely  painful  to  me,  and  invidious 
in  themselves.  Without,  therefbre,  entering  my- 
self at  a|l  on  the  subject,  I  will  only  observe,  that 
ifj  ip  fact,  from  Virginia  there  have  been  more 
hi^h  feden^l  ofiicer&  than  from  Pennsylvania,  I 
will  leave  it  entirely  to  the  gentleman. from  that 
State  to  calculate  the  causes  of  it. 

After  codaiderable  fuf ther  debate  the  question 
that. the  House  do  concur  with  the  Senate  in  their 
firat  amendment,  to  wit:  to  strikeout  the  words 
^*  thirty-aevea,"  before, the  word  "*  thousand,"  and 
insert  "  thirty^five,"  being  .taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negatife — yeas  6&,.oay8  64. 

l^hose  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are^r- 

WfSam  Anderson/Stetensbn  Archer,  Danid  Avo- 
ir, Ekekiel  Bk&ni,  Joiiah  Bartlett,  Abijah  Bigelow, 
Haittsnuf  Bleoekcr,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham, 
Epaphvodkui  CbMhpion,  Marthi'  Chittenden,  Thomas 
,B.  Cooke,  John  Dafenport,  jr.,  Roger  DaVie,  Samuel 
Dtosmora,  William  Elv»  Jainea  Emott,  William  Find- 
ley,  Jam^Fiak,  Aaa  i^tch,  Thomas  R,  GoM,  CSiartos 
.GoldsboroQgh,  Isaiah  L.  Oreon,  BvUlag  Hall,  Ob«l 
Hall,  John  A.  Haipor«  John  M.  ,Hy»eiwn,  Richard 
Jaekson,  jr*,  Philip  p.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  Alojcandor  McKian  Anmali  MeCe«K 
James  Miinor,  Blunuel  L.  Mitdull,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
le^,  William  Panlding,  jr.,  WUliam  Piper,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha 
R.  Pot^r,  Josiah  i^uincy,  William  Reed)  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  £benezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer 
8eaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Ge<Hge  Smith, 
Silas  Stow,  Willfam  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Stiirges,  George 
Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg 
Tollman,  Uii  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.^  Pierre  Y^n 
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Cortl«adt»  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  WU- 
Itam  Widgeiy,  and  Robert  Wright* 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Willis  Alston,  jr.,  John  Baker,  David  Qard,  Burwell 
Busett,  Waiiam  W.  Bibb,  Waiiam  BlacUedge,  Thom- 
as Bloont,  James  Brf ckenridge,  Robert  Brown,.  Wil- 
liam A.  BorweU,  WilKam  Bntler,  John  C.  Calhoun, 
Langdon  Cheves,  John  Olopton,  Lewis  Condit,  -Wil- 
liam Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias 
Earie,  Methack  Franklin,^  Thomas  Oholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  FeKx  Gmndy,  Aylett  Hawes, 
Jacob  Hafty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  R.  Kin|f,  Abner  Laoock,  Joseph  Lefever, 
Josqpb  Lewis*  jnmor.,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Pfathanisi  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
ThomaB  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy, 
Samoel  McKee,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
James  Pleasants,  jr.,  John  Randolph,  Slimnel  Ring- 
gold, John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  John 
8mith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  John  Talia- 
ferro, George  M.  Tronp,  Robert  Whitehiil,  David  R« 
Williams,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  other  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  being  governed  by  the  first  ameDdment,  were, 
consequently,  disagreed  to. 

It  was  thea  ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr..  Ran- 
dolph, that  a  conference  l)e  held  with  the  Senate 
on  the  subject-mlitter  of  the  said  ameDdments ; 
and  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  .Lacooe,  and  Mr.  Con- 
dit, were  appointed  managers >at  the  said  cobfer- 
ence  on  the  part  of  this  House.    ^ 


Friday,  December  6. 

Mr.  Ehott  presented  a. petition  of  Harrison 
aad  Lewis,  of  the  cit^  of  New  York,  merchants, 
pntyiiu^  permission  to  import  from  the  British 
West  India  islands,  goods  to  the  amoutit  of  debts 
owioff  to  them  by  certain  itihabitaats  in  said 
isUocb.— -Referred  to  the  Committee  of.  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  SmuB  presented  atnemorial  of  the  Pres- 
dkot  and  Maqagers  of  the  Union  Canal  'Com- 
paay  of  Pepnsylvania,  praying  the  aid  and  pat- 
rona^  of  the  General  .Gk>veromeDt  in  accom- 
|i4lshiiig  the  evteosive  and  useful  "^orks  ii^T^ch 
they  ate  engaged  \  which  was  tead,  add  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

M«8srs.  Smiub,,  Ridoblt,  Rimgaold^  Baker, 
aod  Blcbocbr,  were  appoiored  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  tkst  the  Senate  imiat  on  their  amend- 
aeiits,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  "  for 
the  mpmrtionment  of  Representatives  among  the 
scTeral  States  according  to  the  third  enumera- 
tion f*  agree  to  the  proposed  conference,  and  have 
appc^ntra  managers  on  their  part  tt  the  same; 

FOREIGN  relations! 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whde  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  which 
Committee  of  the  Whole  wa^ommitted  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee^  on  Foreigif  Relatioiis, 
made  some  days  ago. 

The  report  having  beien  read- 


Mr.  Porter  said  that  the  House  were  probably 
expecting  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions  some  explanations  of  their  views. in  report- 
ing the  resolutions  now  under  consideration,  in 
addition  to  the  general  exposition  of  them  con- 
tained in  the  report  itself.  The  committee  Uiem- 
seives  felt  that  such  explanations  were  due,  inas- 
much as  they  had  only  reported  in  part,  and  had 
intimated  their  intention  to  follow  up  these  reso- 
lutions, should  they  be  adopted,  by  the  recom- 
mendation of  ulterior  measures. 

The  committee,  Mr;  P.  said,  after  examining 
the  various  documents  accompanying  the  Presi- 
dent's Message,  were  satisfied,  as  he  presumed 
every  member  of  the'Hpuse  was,  that  all  hopes  of 
accommodating  our  difierences  with  Qreat  Britain 
by  npeotiaiion  must  bfe  abandoned.  When  they 
looked  at  the  correspondence  between  the  two 
Qove^nments;  when  they  observed  the  miserable 
shifts  and  evasioQs*(for  they  were  entitled  to  no 
better  appellation )  to  which  Grehl  Britain  resorted 
to  excuse  the  violations  of  ouV  maritime  rights,  it 
was  impoisible  not  to  perceive  that  her  conduct 
towards  us  was  not  regulated  even  by  her  own 
sense  of  justice,  hut  solely  by  a  regard  to  the 
probable  extent  of  our  forbearance.  ^  The  last  six 
years  had  been  marked  by  a  series  of  progressive 
encroachments  on  our  rights;  and  the  prmciples 
by  which  she  publicly  upheld  her  aggressions, 
were  a$  mutable  as  her  conduct.  We  had  seen 
her  one  year  advancing  doctrines,  which  the 
year  before  sbe  had  reprobated.  We  had  seen 
her  one  day  capturing  our  vessels  under  pretexts, 
which  on  the  preceding  day  she  would  have  been 
ashamed  or  afraid  to  avow.  ludeed,  said  Mr.  P.^ 
she  seems  to  have  been  constantly  and  carefully 
feeling  our  pulse,  to  ascertain  what  potions  we 
Vould  bear ;  and  if  we  go  on  submitting  to  one 
indignity  after  another,  it  will  not  be  long  before 
we  shall  see  British  subjects,  not  only  taking  our 
property  in  our  harbors,  but  trampling  on  our 
persons  in  the  streets  of  our  cities. 

Having  become  eonvinced  that  all  hopes  from 
further  negotiation  were  id^  the  committee,  Mr. 
Pv  said,  were  led  to  the  consideration  of  ahother 
ques^oEL^hich  was — whetheir  the  maritime  rights 
which  Great  Britain  is  violating  WjB(^esnch  as  we 
oughl^  tp  support  at  the  hazard  and  expense  of  a 
war  ?  And  he  believed  he  was  correct  in  stating 
that  the  emnmittee  wa«  unanimously  of  the  opin- 
ion that  they  wercr  The  committee  thought  that 
the  Orders  in  Conncil,  so  far  as  they  go  to  inter- 
rupt our  direct  tmde,  that  is,  the  carrying  of  the 
produetions  of  this  country  to*  a  market  in  the 
poru  of  friendly  nations,  and  leturning  with  the 
proceeds  of  them — ought  to  be  resisted  by  war. 
How  far  we  ought  to  go  in  support  of  what  is 
commonly  called  the  carrying  trade,  although 
the  question  was  agitated  in  the  committee,  no 
definitive  opinion  was  expressed.  It  was  not 
deemed  necessary,  at  this  time,  to  express  suoh 
an  opinion,  inasmuch  as  the  injury  we  sustain  by 
the  inhibition  of  this  trade  is  merged  in  the 

[greater  one  to  our  direct  trade. 
The  Orders  in  Council,  Mr.  P.  said,  of  which 
there  seemed  now  to  be/no  prospect  of  a  speedy 
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repeal— -certftinly  none  during  the  cootiouaoee  of 
the  present,  war-raathorized  the  capture  of  our 
yesselti  bouqd  to  and  from  porta  where  British 
commeree  is  not  favorably  recefved)  and  aa  that 
nation  ia  at  war  with  most  of  the  civilized  world, 
the  effect  was  (as  he  understood  from  those  Who 
had  much  better  information  on  the  subject  tbkn 
lie  could  pretend  to)  to  cut  up,  at  once,  ahout 
three-fourtha  of  our  best  and  most  profitable  com- 
merce. It  was  impossible  that  the  mercantile  or 
agricultural  interests  of  the  United  States,  which 
on  thequestion  of  a  right  to  the  direct  trade  could 
never  be  separated,  could  submit  to  such  imposi- 
tions. It  was  bis  opinion,  that  going  upon  the 
ffround  of  a  mere  pecuniary  calculation,  a  calcu- 
lation'of  t^rofi^a  and  lo^,  it  would  be  for  our  in- 
terest to  go  to  war  to  remore  the  Ordera  in 
Council,  rather  than  aubmit  to  them,  ereii  during 
the  term  of  their  probable  coniinuance.. 

But  there  waa  another  point  of  view  jn  which 
the  aUbject  preaented  itself  to  the  committee,  and 
that  waa  aa  regarded  the  character  of  the  country. 
We  were  a  young  nation,  add  he  hoped  we  cher- 
ished a  little  pride  and  spirit,  as  well  as  a  great 
deal  of  justice  and  moderation.  Our  situation 
was  not  unlike  that  of  a  younc  man  just  entering 
into  life,  and  who,  if  he  tamely  submitted  to  one 
cool,  deliberate,  intentional  indignity,  might  aafely 
calculate  to  be  kicked  and  ciified  for  the  whole  of 
the  remainder  of  hia  life ;  or,  if  he  should  after- 
warda  undertake  to  retrieve  hia  character,  must 
do  it  at  ten  times  the  expense  which  it  would 
have  cost  him  at  first  to  support  it^  We  should 
clearly  understand  and  defihe  those  rights  which 
as  a  nation  we  ought  to  support,  and  we  should 
support  them  at  every  hazard.  If  there  bie  any 
aucb  thing  aa  rights  between  nations  aurely  ihe 
people  of  the  United  Statea,  occupjring  the  half 
of  a  continent,  have  a  right  to-naviffate  the  aeaa, 
without  being  moleated  by  the  inhabitants  Of  the 
little  island  of  Qreat> Britain. 

It  was  under  these  views,  of  the  subject  that 
the  committee  did  not  heaitate  to  give  it  aa  their 
opinion  that  we  ought  -to  go  to  war  in  oppbaition 
to  the  Ordera  in  Council.  But  aa  to  the  extent 
of  the  war  and  the  time  when  it  ahonld  be  com- 
menced, therte  would  of  course  be  aome  diversity 
of  sentiment  in  tbe.  Hooae,  aa  there  waa,  at  firat, 
in  tbe  committee. 

That  we  can  contend  with  Great  Britain  openly 
and  even  handed  on  the  element'  where  she  in- 
jurea  ua,  it  would  be  folly  to  pretend.^  Wiere  it 
eren  in  oar  power  to  build  a  nary  which  ahould 
be  able  to  cope  with  her,  no  man  who  haa  any 
regard  for  the  happioess  of  the  people  of  this 
country  would  venture  to  adviae  aucb  a  measure. 
All  the  fame,  and  glory  which  the  British  navy 
kas  acquired  at  sea,  have  been  dearly  paid  for  in 
the  sufferings  and  misery  of  that  ill-fated  people 
at  home — sufferings  occasioned  in  a  great  mea- 
sure by  the  expense  of  that  stupendous  establish- 
ment. But  without  such  a  navy  the  United 
Statea  could  .make  a  aerioua  impreaaion  upon 
Qreat  Britain,  even  at  aea.  We  could  have,  with- 
in six  montha  after  a  declaration  of  war,  hundreds 
of  privateers  in  every  part  of  the  ocean.    We 


could  harass,  if  not  destroy,  the  vast  and  profit- 
able commerce  which  she  is  constantly  carrying 
on  to  every  part  of  this  continenU  We  could 
destroy  her  fisheries  to  the  north ;  we  could  dep- 
redate upon  her  commerce  to  the  West  lodit 
islands,  whicb  is  passing  by  our  doors :  we  coul4 
Annoy  her  trade  along  the  coast  of  South  America; 
we  could  even  carry  the  war  to  her  own  shores 
in  Europe.  But,  Mr.  P.  said,  there  was  another 
point  where  we  could  attack  ber,  and  where  she 
would  feel  our  power  atill  more  sensibly.  We 
could  deprive  her  of  her  extensiveprovinees  lying 
along  our  hordera  to  tbe  nortb.  These  provinces 
w^re  not  only  immenaely  valuable  in  themselves, 
but  almost  indispensable  to  the  existence  of  Great 
Britain,  cut  off  as  she  now  ia  in  a  great  measure 
from  the  north  of  Buropcf.  He  bad  been  credibly 
informed  that  the  exports  from  Cluebec  alone 
amouhted,  during  the  last  year^  to  near  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  most  of  these  too  in  articles 
of  the  first  necessity — in  ship  timber  and  in  pro- 
visions for  the  support  of  her  fleets  and  armies. 
By  carrying  on  such  a  war  as  he  had  described, 
at  the  public  expense,  on  l^nd,  and  by  individual 
enterprise  at  sea,  we  should  be  able  in  a  short 
time  to  remun'erate  ourselves  tenfold  for  all  tbe 
apoliations  she  had  committed  on  our  commerce. 

It'  was  with  a  view  to  make  preparations  for 
auch  a  war,  that  the  committee  had  offered  the 
resolutions  on  the  table.  Whether  the  means 
recommended  were  adequate  to  the  object,  or 
whether  they  were  beat  adapted  to  the  end,  it 
would  be  for  tbe  House,  when  they  came  to  dis- 
cuss them  separately,  to  determine.  For  himself, 
Mr.  P.  said,  and  he  presumed  auch  were  the  feel- 
ings of  all  the  members  of  the  committee,  he 
should  have  nd  objections  to  any  modificatioDs 
of  them  which  might  be  agreeable  to  the  House, 
so  that  the  great  object  waa  atill  retained.  If  these 
resolutions,  or  any  other  similar  to  them  in  ob- 
ject, should  pass;  it  waa  then  tbe  intention  of  the 
committee,  as  aoon  aa  the  forcea  contemplated 
to,  be  raiaed  ahould  be.  in  any  tolerable  suteof 
preparation,  to  recommend  the  employment  of 
them  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  shall  hare 
been  raised,  unleaa  Qreat  Briuin  ahall,  ia  tl\« 
mean  time,  have  done  aa  justice.  In  abort,  it 
waa  the  det^irmioation  of  the  committee  to  re- 
commend open  and  decided  war — a  war  aa  vigor- 
oua  and  effective  as  ihe  reaonrpes  of  the  coaatrf 
and  the  relativa  situation  of  ojaraelvea  and  our 
enemy  would  enable  us  to  prosecute. 

The  committee,  Mi^.  P.  aaid,  bave  not  recom- 
mended tbia  course  of  measurea  without  a  full 
aenae  of  the  high  responsibility, which  they  have 
taken  upon  themselves*  They  are  aware  that 
war,  even  in  its  best  and  fairest  form,  is  an  evil 
deeply  to  be  deprecated.  Bat  it  is  sometimes, 
and  on  few  occasions  perhaps  more  than  on  tbis, 
a  necessary  eril.  For  myself,  I  confess  I  have 
approached  the  aubject  not  only  with  diffidence, 
but  with  awe.  But  I  wijl  never  abrink  ftom  mr 
duty  because  it  isiiardtioaa  or  nnpleaaant;  and  I 
can  most  religioualy  declare  that  I  never  acted 
under  stronger  or  clearer  convictions  of  duty  than 
I  do  now  in  recommending  these  preparatorf 
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measures;  or.  than  I  shall  ultimately  ia  recom- 
mendiDg  war,  incase  Great  Britain  shall  not  have 
rescinded  her  Orders  in  Council,  and  made  some 
saiisfactory  arrangements  in  respect  to  the  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen.  *  If  there  shohld  be  any 
gentlemea  ia  the  House  who  were  not  satisfied 
that  we  ought  to  go  to  war  for  our  maritime 
rights,  Mr.  P;  earnestly* entreated  that  they  wourd 
Dot  Tote  for  the  resolutions.-  Do  not,  said  he,  let 
OS  raise  armies;  unless  we  intend  to  employ  them. 
If  we  do  not  mean  to  support  the  rights  and  honor 
of  the  country,  let  us  njot  drain  it  of  its  resources. 
Mr,  p.  said  he  was  awafe  that  there  were  rnaoy 
gentlemeo  in  the  Hou^e  who  *were  dissatisfied 
tiiai  the  committee  had.  not  gone  further,  and 
recoiDmended  an  immediate  declaration  of  War, 
or  the  adoption  of  some  measure  ^hicb  would 
have  instantly  precipitated  us  into  it.  But  he 
confessed  sQcb  was  not  his  opinion.  He  had  nO 
idea  of  plunging^  ourselves  h.eadlong  into  a  war 
vrith  a  powerCul  nation*  or  even^  a  respectable 
proTinee,  when  wc  had  Jiot  three  regiments  of 
men  to  spare  for  that  service.  He  hoped  that  we 
should  not  be  influenc^d.by  the  bowlings  of  news- 
papers, nor  by  a  fearihat  the  spirit  of  the  Twelfth 
Congress  would  be  questibned^  ^^  abandon  the 
plainest  dictates  of  common  sense  aiid  comn&on 
discretion.  He  was  sensible  that  there  were  many 
good  men  out  of  Congress,  as  well  as  many  of  his' 
best  friends  in  it,  whose  appetites  were  prepared 
for  a  war  feast.  He  was  not  surprised  at  it,  for 
be  Icoew  the  provocatives  had?  been  sufficiently 
great.  But  be  hoped  they  would  not.  insist  on 
caUinff  in  the  guests,  at  least,  until  the  (able 
sboul4  have  beep  spread.  When  tjiis  wis.  done. 
be  pledged  himself,  id  behalf  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  ReiatioBs,  that  the  gentlemen  should  not 
be  disappointed  of  the  entertaingaent  for  waat  of 
bidding ;  and  he  believed  he  might  also  pledge 
bimseU'  for  many  of  the  members  of  .the  com- 
mittee, that  tbey  would  not  be  among  the  last 
to  paruke-  personally,  not  only  in  the  pleasures, 
if  any  there  should  be,  but  in  all  the  dangers  of 
the  revelry. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  this  was  the  time  and  occasion. 
on  which,  above  all  others,  within  his  ^xjperience,, 
-we  should  act  in  concert:  If-the  ultimate  dbject 
of  the  great  body  of  this  T^use  and  of  this  nation 
-was  the  same,  and  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  tO'' 
aaeertaitt  the  sentimenis  of  both,  it  was— there 
wonld  be  nOdifficOlt^.  in  attaining  it.  But  we 
most  yield  tomething  to  the'opinions,  an44o  the. 
feelini^  of  each  other.  Instead  of  ibdulgrng  iti 
party  reflections  and  recriminations  in  this  House, 
be  hoped  that  the  ^bole  of  the  House  and  of  the- 
UnioD  would  form  hut- one  party  and  cbn&ider  a 
foreign  nation  as  the  other. 

Mr.  P.  said  be  had  risen  mereljr  for  the  purjfose 
of  explaining  to  the  House  the  opibionsand  views 
of  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  resolutions 
now  to  be  discussed,  and  he  should  be  satisfied  if 
he  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed. 

The  question  was  then  uken  on  the  first  reso- 
lution for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  present  army, 
Ac  and  carried. 

I2th  Goal.  Ist  Sess.— 14 


The  second  resolution  for  raising  ten  thousand 
r?fluTars  being  under  considerktlon — 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  slrike^out  ten  thous^ind 
and  insert  fifteen  thousand. 

Mr.  FiSK  moved^to  insert  thirty  thousand. 

Mr.  Alston  wished  to  leave  the  number  sub- 
ject to  the  discretion  of  the  President,  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  thousand  men.  If  the  number  was 
fixed,  the. President  must  appoint  officers,  whe- 
ther the  men  were  raised  or  not. 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the 
number  ten  thousand,  dbc.,and  carried  by  a  large 
majority.  '"       ) 

The  question  nqw  being  on  the  number  which 
was  to  be  inserted  in  lieu  of  it — 

Mr.  PoRTEH  was  in  favor  of  a  practicable  num- 
ber of  regulars,  relying  op  voluuteers  for  effective 
'service  as  well  as  regulars. 

Mr.  Little  spoke  in  support  of  his  motion; 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  in  favor  of  a  large  puniber 
of  regulars.  .  / 

Mr.  FisK  spoke  in  favor  of  thirty  thousand; 
he.  was  desirous  that  our  measures  'should  be 
effectual., 

Mr.  Little  spoke  in  favor  of  the  Houstf  fixing 
the  number,  in  preference  to  leaving  it  discre- 
tionary with  ihe-fBxecutive.  - 

Mr.  Nblson  spoke  in  faVor  of  the  number  re- 
porte4' by  the  committee. 

Mr.  SBYdBBT  spoke  in  favor  of  thiriy  thousand 
men.  He^  was  desirous. of  acting  cfl^iently  if 
at  all.; 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  sNblson, 
and  in  favor  oT  regular  troops  ii\  preference  to 
volunteers. 

Mr.  Smilib  thought  ten  thousand  men  would 
-be  a  sufficient  number,  together  with  the  volun- 
teers, for  any  object  they  might  be  wanted  ior. 

Mr.  Porter  proposed  that  the  number  should 
remain- blank,  as  it  could  bebeuer  fixed  when  the 
hitt  ^as  brought  in,  in  pursuiance  of  the  resplu- 
tion. '       ,  .  * 

Mr.  Nw-sOl*:  spoke  in  reply  to  some  observa- 
tibns  of  Mr.  Wright  on  the  relative  importance 
of  regulars  and  volunteers;  and  Mr,  Wright 
rejoined.  •  ■  , 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams, 
ihe  motions  to  fill  the  blank  created  by  striking 
out  '**ten  thousand,''  were  withdrawn;  and  the 
resolution,  thu^  varied,  Wa3  agreed  to. 

The  3d,  4th,  and  5th' resolutions,  authorizing 
volanteers,  militia,  and  equipment  of  our  little 
nirvy,  were  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Wholei 

The  8^xth  resolution,  to  permit  onr  merchant 
▼esseb  to  arm.  in  self-defence,  aj^ainst  all  unlaw- 
ful proceediuf^s  against  them,  being  under  con- 
sideration- 
Mr:  McKeb  spoke  against  it,-  conceiving  it  «t 
variance  with  the  system  comprised  in  the  otheir 
resolutions.  He  had  no  idea  of  tberely  resisting; 
if  attacked,  he  would  retaliate. 

Mr.  Smilie  supported  the  resolution.  If  we 
were  not  ftow  in  war.  be  said  he  verily  believed 
we  soon  should  be.    . 

Mr.  Wright  took  the  same  ground  with  Mr. 
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McKee,  and  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  woi'ds* similar  to  the  following: 
"And  if  attacked  by  any  vessel  contrary  to  the' 
law  of  DAtioosj  to  capture  and  bring  them  in  for 
adiudication." 

'  Mr.  Porter  explained^  The  proposed  a meiid- 
ment  would  make  the  resolution  an  act  of  war, 
which  it  was  not  the  intentfon  of  the  committee 
to  declare  in  this  report,  or  to  commence  until 
they  had  prepared  for  it. 
.  Mr.  Wright*8  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  McKee  said  the  parties  hs^d  joined  issue, 
the  pleadings  were  made  up ;  jthe  case  w^s  now 
to  be 'decided  by  battif,  and  not  by  jury.    He, 
y  therefore,  desired  to  retain   the  sinews  of  our 
strength,  and  moved  an  amendment  contempla- 
ting an  embargo  for  ninety  dttys  on  Vessels  in  our 
ports,  dbt;. 
The  Qiotion  was  declared  to  be  out  of  order. 
The  fixth  resolutroor  was  th«o  agreed  to; 
.  The  Cpramitlee  rose  jind  reported  their  agree^ 
tnent  to  the  resolution. 

The  Htiuse  toolc  up  the  report. 
.  The  question*  was  put  on  tne.^cst  resolution — 
Mr^  RANDOLPHj-wishing.  time,  moved  that  the 
report  lie  on  the  table.-*-Motion  lost — 65  to  50. 

The  question  was  then  taken"  on  the  first  reso- 
lution, in  the  followiqs:  words: 

"Resoked,  Thutthe  Military.  ;E8tablishment,  a^  au- 
thorized by  the  existing  laws,  ought  to  be  immediately 
completed  by  Ailing  up  the  ranki^  and  prolonging  the 
enliftment  of  the  troops';  and  that  to  encourage  en- 
Uatmenti/y  a  bounty  in  lands  ought  iQ  be  given  in  addi- 
tion to  the  pay  and  botinty  now  allowed*  by  law."    . 

The  following  are  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question:  -  "* 

YxAs— Wtltis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Afidtovon,  dte- 
veoaon  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  tlxekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,- Bavid  6ard„  Joaiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Basaett,- 
William  W;.  Bibb,  WilUam  Blackledge,  Hannanos 
Bieedier,  Thomas  Bloant,'Adam  Binrd,  James  BrediL- 
enridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A;  BorwelU  William 
Butlar,  ^ohnv  C.  eaUMMm,  Lingdon  Ch^Ve<  Martin 


Philip  8tuart,  ^ilas  Stow,  William  Strong,  Creorge 
Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Pe- 
leg  Tallman,  Jolin  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr^  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr., 
Leonard  White,  Robert  Wtitehili»  Davi4  R.  WiUiaiiM, 
William  Widgery,  Thom'ae  Wikon,  Richard  Wtim, 
and  Robert  Wright— 117. 

N4TS — Abijah  Bi^elOw,  Bt^ah  Brigham,  Epttphro- 
ditas  Champion,  iohn  lXivennor|,jr.,  Rid^aid  iack- 
8oh,jrI,  Lyman  Law,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  Jolm  Ran- 
dolph, Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Stoigea,  and  Labaa 
Wheaton— '11. 

Mr.  QoLDS|iOROUGH,  after  expressing  biv  readi- 
ness, should  war  be  once  determined  and  declared 
by  the  Administration,  to  go  all  Lengths  to  sup- 
port it,  but  wishing  forther'time  for  reflection  on 
so  important  a  subject,  made  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ; which  Was  carried,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed; '  ' 

.Sati7rday,  December  7. 

Mr.  Pleasants  pr^aented  a  reitionBtr«nce  and 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  St.  Loais^  ia 
the  Territory  of  Lbuisiana,  staging  the  maay  in- 
juries and  inCobveniences  which  would  result 
fiom  a  change  imbeir  form  of  Boirernment,  and 
praying  that  no  alteration  may  be  made  hi  theit 
said  form  ()fgoverament.— Heferred  to  the  Cotn- 
mlitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
goreroment  of  the  said  Territory.  ^ 

Mr.  Rbea  presented  a  petition  of  snndiy  io- 
habitantsof  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  praying 
that  the  second  grade  of  Territorial  goferfunent 
may  be  extended  to  the  said  Territory. — Referred 
tQ  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  i>n  the  hill  pro- 
viding for  the  govern roient  of  the  said  Terrkory. 
^    ^''-  Ly^  presented  a  petition  of  the  Syaod  of 


Chittenden,  John  CI^ton/Thom^  fl.  CiplO.  Lew^al     On  motion  of  Mr;  Tallmawe,*  the  Poslmas^ 
t^^^M*  w;iK.«.  r!..»fi..:i  Tj^^^rn.^;.  i«h«  n^Sl  General  was  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  aa 


Condit,  WilMam.  Crawford,  Roger  Davi^,  John  .Daw- 
aon,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  William  Ely,  James 
Bmott,  wyiiam  Findley,  James  Fisk,  A#a  Fitch,  Me? 
aback  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gol^ 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Good'wyn,  Edwm 
Gr^,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  H&11,\ 
Obed  Hall,  Joht^  A.  Harper,  Ayjett .  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hufly,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.Johnson,  Jo- 
seph Kent,  Philip  JS.  Key,  WUliam  R.  King.  Abner< 
LacodL,  Joseph  Lefever,  Jdkeph  Lewis,*  jr.,  I^eter  Lit- 
tle, Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C-  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy, 
Saarael  McKee,  Alexander  MoKim>  Anmah  Mvtcair, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  MitchiU,  James  Morgan, 
Jonatliaa  O.  Moaeley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Nf wto», .  Stepfa^ea  Ormaby,  William 
Paulding,  jr.,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  WUliam 
Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Ben- 
jamin Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Quinpyt  William 
Reed,  Henry  M-  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thom- 
as Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 


Mr. 


Pituburg,  in  Pentisy  Ivania,  praying  that  tbe  mails 
may  not  be  carried,  and  that  post-offices  QMiy  noc 
be  kejpt  open  on  the  Sabbath  day  .-^Referred  to 
the.  Posmaster  Gl^nejcal,  to  eonsider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  House. 


Climate,  in  detail,  of  the  expense  which  would 
necessarily  be  incurred  to  repair  the  building 
which  ha^  been  purchased  by  the  GoverHmeot 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  General  Post 
Office  and  Patent  Office,  that  the  objects  Ibr 
which  said  pnfchase  was  made  may  be  carried 
into  effect 

Mn  Jeiii<^inq8^  from  the  committee  appoioted 
oil  the  twenty-eighth  nltimo,  presented  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  election  of  Sherifis  in  the  lodiaaa 
Territory,  and  for  othef  purposes;  which  -wms 
read  twice,  and  committed  \q'  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Monday,  December  9. 
REMISSION  OP  DUTIES. 
,Mr.  Wewton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Maoufacturesj  made  an  unfavorable 
report,  on  the  petition  of  Taylor  and  Richa<-ds  ; 
which  was  concurred  in.  TTie  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 
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Fhfeiffn  Relatwna, 


H.  or  R. 


Tbat  flw  petHxmera  state,  that  ChMtavtifl  Upton,  in 
October,  1807,  purchased,  in  Franee,  sundry  articles 
ef  merdiandise,  which,  in  the  month  of  Fehrnai^, 
mm;  were  shipped,  in  the  Cetes,  for  New  York,  and 
the  wyage  oommenoed,  Mil  which  was  relanded  in 
CfluwuMnfie  of  information  received,  that  the  British 
Oomunent  had  issued  orders  for  the  capture  of  all 
Anwricatt  ▼eeeels  bound  to  or  from  the  ports  of  France. 
Tastne  aafe  oppcMrtuni^  offisring  fat  hie  eonveyanee 
of  the  megfhmdiee  to  the  United  Btates,in  U^ecemb^rv 
1809,  whmi  one  or  the  petitioners  (Gubtavus  Upton) 
left  France  £>r  Great  firitain;  heving  previously  given 
instructions  to  Messrs.  McCuthy  and  Brothess  of  Borr 
deauz  to  ship  the  merchandise  to  the  UniM  fiiates 
Erectly,  if  n  conveyance  could  be  obtained ;  and,  if 
not,  to  forward  the  same  to  England,  whence,  it  was 
supposed,  the  merchandise  might  be  shipped  t6  the 
United  StaiSM,  with  eise  and  wfiXj.  <  The  petitioners, 
fhrther  sUte,  that,  on  the  12th  of  April,  1809»  a  con* 
▼eyancer  wis  engaged  %t  the  said  merchandise  for 
London,  in  the  ship  Taug  Frah  Agena  Sophia,  of 
Kniphausen..   Ob  the  merchandise  driving  in  the  port 
of  LflBdoii,  liberty  to  land-  the  same,  for  sale,  was  re* 
~.  but  granted  to.reship  it  for  the  United  Btatea; 
ws  done  in  ^une,  1800,  on  .board  the  Rhadlos, 
Fany,  foi>  New  York,  and  reached  tbaCport 
on  tliie«19th  oi(  October,  1809,  in  contravention'  of 
the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  <<An  act  to  interdict  the 
eomiaercial  inte{oourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes,*'  passed  the  1st  of  March,  1909. 
Tlie  petitioners  futther* state,  that,  on  the.  arrival  of 
tbe  sud  merchandise  at  New  Yodt,  they  gave  notice 
thereof  to  die  collector,  and  that  they  had  no  jntention. 
of  violating  any  law ;  that  the  merchandise,  notwith- 
standiDg  ue  fair  and  open  procedure  of  (he  pkition- 
ers,  was  ts&en  into' the  custody  of  tjhe  revenue  offiqersp 
and^thct,  on  a. petition  to  fh^  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury) in  conformity  to.the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  to  pro« 
vide  for- mitigating  or  remitthiflf  the  forfeitures,  pen- 
altiesy  mud  dfisabilitips  accruing  in  certain  eases  thefe* 
ia  meBtaoned,^  he^le^ided'that  the  said- merohandlssr 
shooid  bo  delivesed  to  the  petitioners,  on  their  p^- 
mcnt  of  costs,  double  duties  on  the  armies  imp<»tod 
tanMimy.  to  law,  and  a  sum  equal  to  the  eytifa  duties 
"ip'^*i*  by  this  'deciaion£  for  the  use  of  the  cifstom 
faoooe  officers  at  NeW  Vork{  with  whieh  decision 
the  ipoti&onerB  complied*   They  now  pray  the  National 
Legrttatuie  that  the.  sums  of  money  which  they  have 
been  mide  ta  ^pay,  over  and  above  thie  legal  duties; 
mnj- ho  lefonded. 

The  committee  dan  see  no-  gre^t  hardship  in  this 
CTUe*  The  merchandise  seized was^prohibited,  and  the 
whole  importation,  had  a  prosecution  been  ins^tuted, 
would  have  heen  condemned  as  an  importation  con- 
tATemiig,  (he  provisions  of  the  act,  e.ptitled  '^Anact 
I*  interdicl  the  q»^nmercial  *  intercourse  between  the 
IhHCod-acales  and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the  let 
mf  of  March,  1809.  .Th^  petitioners  or  shipper^must 
hm  known  that  the  merchandise  was  liablci  to  wpknatt 
mior  to  the  ahipineat  of  the  samo  at,  London  for  the 
tJnited  States,  the  shipment  having  taken  place  more 


ibevementionod  act 

So  for  from  being  liaUe  to  the  charge  of  rigor  in  the 
application  of  law  to  the'  petitioners'  case,  the  com- 
nuttse  are  of  opinion  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
suzy  exercieod  the  powe^  with  ^hicb  he  is  by  law  in* 
vested,  with  great  moderation. 


From  thb  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee  beg 
leave  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso* 
lution: 

Hesohedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  unrea- 
senable,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

FORBIOK  RfiLATlONS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  th^  Comibittee  o(  Foreign  Relations. 

'  The  question  being  on  the  agreement  to  the 
seoond  resblutipo.  aothori^og  the  raising  an  ad- 
ditional regular  force —      -'  .• 

Mr.  Grundt,  as  a  member  of  the  committee 
stated  his  tqipre5sion  thaf  this  Was  the  vital  t)art  of 
the  report ;  and  afthough  he  had  no  desire  to  pro- 
long debate^  invited  those  who  were  opposed^  to 
the<report  now  to  come  forward  and  state  their 
objeetions  to  .it. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  he  was  an  old-fashioned 
politician.,  Xa  the  days  of  terror,.  We  shrunk  at 
standing  armies ;.  and  what  is  the  object  now — 
defeniee?  Who?  Freiemen  i^bo  woald  not  de- 
fend themselves..  i}e  wopld  ask^  if  s^ ven  millions 
of  Americans  were  to  be  jpjrotected  in  their  lives 
and  liberties  by  teh  thobsandTagabonds  who  were 
fit  food  for  ffunpowder  ?»^t  would  be  necessary  to 
know  the.  tJiCTior  viewe^  of  (he  committee  on  this 
point.  It  would  be  proper,  before  a  yote  was  taken 
on  this  resolution,  to  know  for  what  purpose  these 
ad(}itional  troo]>s  wiere  wanted.  The  House  ought 
not  tQ  commit  itself  <^.a  question  o^such'magni- 
tude  without  (jetailed  in  formation,  ^^^e  was  as 
'muc|i  opposed  to  raising «t)inding  armies  now,  as 
he  hsTdoeen  in  the  reign  of  terror.  He  had  seen 
toamut^h  of  the  corruptions  attendant  on  these  es- 
tablishments, in  the  coOrs.e-of  the  investigation  in 
which  he"was  eoffaged,  not  to  disclaim  alrshare  in 
the  creation  of  them.  .  The  people  of  the  United 
States  could  defend  themselves,  if  necessary,  and 
had  no  idea  of  resting  their  defence  on  mercena- 
ries, picrked  up  horn  brothels  and  tippling  houses — 
^pickpockets  who  have  escaped  from  Newgate,  &c., 
tfnd  sought  refuse  in  this  asylum  of  oppressed  hu- 
manity. He  contended  that  this  "resolution  con- 
tained an  unconstitutional  .proposition,  and  that 
the  standing  army  noW  in  the  serrice  of  the  United 
States  was  maintained  in  the  rery  teeth  of  that 
part  of  the  Constitution  which  declares  that  no 
money  for  the  support  of  a  standing  army  should 
Be  appfoprtatciSi  for  more,  than  two  years.  Re 
^ia  calMd  forinforihation  as  to  the  object  of  the 
army  noW  proposed  to  be  raised )  declaring;  that,' 
if  the  President  9h6uh}  qa^F  they  were  necessary 
for  the  proteetkftt  of  New  Orleans,  to.  be  employed 
against  the  Indians,  or  to  rfepel  incursions  fi-om 
Canada,  (ahheugh  this  s^med  dot  to.be  much 
thought  of,)  he  should  tiot  refuse  to  grant  them. 
He  dectaired  the  report  to  be  a  negative  position, 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^    which  could  not  be  combated  leicept  to  difadrati- 

than  throe  monihe  subsequent  to  Uie  fiassageof  thefta^e;     He  wished  to   know  the  Constimtionat 


resources  of  the  committee,  and  etpressed  a  hope 
that  the  remarks  he  hadjuade  would  draw  out  the 
talents  of  that  body.  , 

Mr.  Orundy.-^i  did  hot  ex-pect  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virgitfitt  would  have  made  any  inqui- 
ries  into  the  motives  or  objects  of  that  committee 
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«r  which  he.hi9iself  wa?  «  member.  He,  sir,  %\- 
tended  fftitbAiUy  to  tiilt  duty.^od  wLtnessed  every 
step  the  committee  took.  He  also  saw  the  report 
before  it  was  made  X^  this  House,  and  must  have 
heard  the  exposition  of  our  ulterior  measures,  as 
explained  by  our  Obaimran.  Why,  then,  sir, 
shall  he  paw  affect  not  to  undersiaiidr  us  t  Our 
object,  by  those  who  will  listen,  shajl  not  b^  mis- 
onderstood.  And;  ^r^  Speaker,  as  T  have  no 
political  secrets.  I  fbel^o  hesilatipn  in  declaring 
to  yoQ,  to  this  Hoif^e,  and  to  the  nation,  the  view 
I  have  taken. of  the  subject.  But  before  I  do  this, 
It  is  due  to  (he  committee  (hat  an  explanation  of 
their  conduct  sl^ould  take  place. 

So  sodn  as  the  Committee  pa  our  Foreign  Re- 
lations was  appointed,  we  were  forc^bily  .im- 
pressed with  the  serious  and  highly  responsible 
station  you  had  assigned  us;  to  that  committee,- 
consiMing.of  nine  pie^nbers  only,  were  not  only, 
tfa^  eyes  of  this  House  bdtof  the  nation  turhed ; 
and  from  us,  in  this,  the  most  troubled  season  our 
world  has  ev^r  known,  was  it  expected,  that  a 
eourse.of  ineasures  would  be  jecom mended;  cal- 
ctilated  to  protect  tha  in ter^ts  6f  seven  millions 
of  people.  Under  tihis  impretoion,  Mr.  Speaker, 
we  deemed  it  a  duty  to  take  time  fojr  deUberaCidn^ 
we  thought  it  better  to  encounter  the  charge  of 
having  acted  in  a  ta^-dy  and  dilatory  way,  than 
to  take  a  rash  step,  by  Whiph  this  natfon  might 
be  plunged  into  difficulties,  from  whjeh  it  could 
not  be  easily  extcicated.  We  therefore  took  th.e 
necessary  tim^  to  wei^h  tbe  argnments  both  fbr 
and  against  the  measiites  we  have*recommended ; 
snd,  as  far  a3  we  were.abl^,  we  surveyed  th^ 
consequences  which  were  to  follow  fr^m  th^ 
cdnrse  we  proposed.  We  foresaw," Mr.  Sp^jakeir. 
that  our  countrymen  were  to  fall  in  rhe  meditated 
conflict)  and  -  that  American  blood  was  to  stream 
^reih.  Nor  wepe  we  immindful  of  the  iej^endir 
tnre  of  public.  treasiKC.  ^  And,  sir,  what  cost  iu^ 
more  reflection' than  everything  eJ^e  wa^the  n^w 
test  to  which  we  are  to  put  this,Oovennn4ent.* 
We  are  about  to  ascertain  ^y  actual,  experi'menl 
how  far  our  Rept^bliean  iasthutions  are  calcu- 
lated to  stand  the  shock  of  war,  feind  whether, 
after  foreign  danger  disappeared,  we  caaagnUi 
assume  our  petfdeful  attitude,  without  endanger- 
ing the  Jiberties  of  the  people.  *  ^ 

Against  these  considerations,  weighty  in  theod- 
selves,  yodrcottmiitteefelt  themselves  constrained 
to  decide,  infloeoced  by  existing  circumstances 
<if  a  character  too  imperious  to  be  resisted :  these  I 
will  enumerate,  before  I  sit  dbwn.  Mjr  business 
mt  presebt  is  to  address  a^MirticUlar^.portion  of  the 
members  of  this  Hoase«»I  mean,  sir,  the  Repabt 
lican  membera^-and  although  what  I  am  about 
to  say  miffht  b^  deeroec|  impoUtic  ota\  ordinary 
sttb)ects  of ,  legislation,  yet^  at  this  tim^  and  on 
this  occasion, Jt,  would  be  criminal  to  coticeal  a 
single  .thought  whith  might  influence  their  de- 
terminatiof).  We  should  now,  Mr.  Speaker^  for- 
get little  party  animosities^  we  shoufd  jtningle 
minds  freely,  and,  as  far  aVwe  are  able,  commune 
with  the  understandings  of  each  other  $  and,  the 
decision  once  made,  let  us  become  one  people, 


ai)4  present  an  undivided  front  to  the  enemies  of 
our  country. 

'  Republicans .  should  never  forget  that  some 
years  a|^  a  set  of  men  oi  difierent  politics  held  tb« 
reins  of^his  Government,  and  drove  the  car  of 
Slate  ;  they  wlere  charged  with  being  iViendly  to 
standing  armies  in  times-of  peape,  and  favorable 
to  expensive^stablishments ;  not  for  the  purpose 
of  opposing  foreign  enemies,  but  td  encourage 
Executive  patronage,  and*  to  brii^g  these  forces 
^o  operate  upon  the  pddple  themselves.  These 
measures  alarmed  the  Republicans ;  they  remon- 
strated, they  clamored,  they  appealed  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  by  a  national  sentence,vthe  men  then  ia 
power  were  takeq  down  (rom  their  high  places, 
and  Republican  men  were  put  in  their  seats. 
,  If  your  mii\ds  are  resolved  on  war,  you  ale 
cpnsistent,  yod  are  right,  you  are  ^iiW  JR^jabli- 
cans;  but  if  .you  are  not  resplv^d,  pause  and  re- 
flect, for  should  this  resolution  pa^and  you  thea 
become  faint-h^rted,  remember  that  yoa  have 
abandoned  your  old  principles,  and  trod  in  the 
paths  of  your  predecessors. . 

A<;cordifag^to\my  view  of  this  «pbjeet,  Mr. 
Speaker,  We  now  stand  on  the  bank ;  one  nfpTe* 
jnent  more,  the  Rubicon  is  passed,  we  are  in  Italy, 
and  lye  must  march  to  Rbme. 
.  4\s  a  member  of  the  commiitee,  I  fe<^  no  hesi- 
tation in  sajring,  that. if  there  bfe  a  member  here, 
not  determln^d  to  |;0'with  us,  to  the  extent  of 
ouk-  measures,  I  prefer  now  to  take  tni  leave  of 
him,  rather  then  be  deWrted  when  the.  clouds 
darken,  ^nd  the  ^torm  thickens  upon  us. 

^Tbie  ad.moAition  I  owed  to  candor — I  have 
paid  it)  not  because  I  dqubted;  my  purpose  is 
^ettledjmy  miud'repdses  upi^  it.  ][  majr  be  ia 
an  error.  ,  Ifi  am^  1  hope  .;nv  country  will  for- 
give me.  From  my  Ood  i  ^all  never  need  it,  be- 
cause he  knows.^the  purity  of  my  motives^N^ 
Vl  will  hovTstate  the  reasons  which  inflaenced 
th)^  committee,  in  recommending  the  mensbres 
now  before  ns.* 

It  is  not  \\ii  carrying  trade,  properly  so  called, 
abou^  whicb  this, nation  .and  Gi'eat  Britain  are 
at  present  con  fending  Were  this  the  only  ques- 
tion now'undef  consideration^  I  should  fieel  ^eat 
uowiHiogness.  (however  cle^r  our  claim  ttiight 
be)  to  involve  the  natron  in  war,  for  the  asser- 
tion of  a  right,  in  the  enjoyment  of  which  the 
comniunity  at  largQ  are  not  mdre  deeply  con- 
cerned, The  true  question  ip  controversy^  is  of 
a  very  diflferent  character;  at  involves  the  lati^r- 
est  of  the  whde  nation :.  ft  is  the  right  of  ex- 
porting the  productions  of  oik  .  own.  soil  and  in* 
dustry  tp  foreign  markets.  Sii*,  our  vessels  are 
no^.  captured  when  destined  to.  the  ports  of 
Franpe,  and  condemned  by  the  Br(tish  Courts  of 
Admiraltjr,  without  even  the  pretext  of  baTinv 
oa  boaikT  cpiK^band  of  ijpvar,  enemies'  p^opert^. 
or,  having  in  a6y  other  respect  violated  the  (^irs 
of  nations.  Thene  depredations  on  our  lawful  com- 
merce, under  whateter  ostensible  pretence  eom- 
mitted.  are  not  to  be  traised  xq  any  maxims  or 
roles  of  ipublic  law,  but  to  the  maritime  supre- 
macy, and  pride  of  the  British  nation.  This  hos- 
tile and  ODjust  policy  of  that  country  towairds  na^ 
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is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we'recoll^ct  that 
the  United  States  are  already  the  second  pom- 
^efcial  nation  in  the  world.  The  rapid  growth. 
of  our  comiQercial  importance,  has  not  pnly  aw^- 
eaeii  the' jealousy  of  the  'commercial  interests  of 
-Oreat  Britain,  but  her  statesmen,  np  doubt,  anti- 
'Cipftte  with  deep  concern^  the  maritime  greatness 
-of  til ia  Republic.  .  " 

Tha  Qajust  and  unprecedented  demands  now 
made  by  Great  Britain,  Aiat  wjc  shall  eause  the 
markets  of  the  Oontinent  to.  be  opened  to  her 
mannfactures,  fuljy  justices,  the  views  I  have 
susnrested. 

Tnaf  we  as  a.nentral  nation  should  interfere 
between  belligerents  in  their  municipal  reguja- 
tions.  will  not  be  contended  for  by  any  one. 
iFroiik  the  course  pursued  by  that  nation  for  some 
years  past,  it  evidently  appears, 'that  neither  pub- 
lic law  nor  justice^  but  power  aloije,  is  made  by 
b^r  the  te^  of  maritime  jights. 
J  What,  Mr.  .Speaker,  are  w^e  now  called  on  to 
•decide  ?  It  is,  whether,  we  will  resist  by  force 
the  attempt,  made  by  thatOov^rna^eot,  to  sub^ 
jecl  our  maritime  rights  to  t'he  arbitriu-y  and 
capffieioas  role  ot  her  will  t  for  my  part  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  that  thi»  country  shall  suWit 
to  have  her  commerce  interdic^d  or  r4fgMlated, 
by  any  foreign  aatioo.  Sir,  I  prefer  w^r  to  sub* 
saissionJ 

Over  anil  above  these  unjust  pretedsibos  ,of  the 
Bfitish  (Government,  fqr  many  years  -past  jtbey 
have  been  in  J^ie  pi^otiee  of  impressing  our,  tea- 
men, frofn  merchant  vessels;  this  tirfjust  a(i<}' 
lawless  invasion  of  personal  liberty,  c)&lls  loudly 
for  the  interposition  of  thi^  G6vepnmen%/  To 
'those  befter  acquainted  with  the  facts  ia  relatjon 
to  it,  I  leave'it  to  fill  up  the  picture.  My  iuin(( 
is  irresistibly  drawn  to  the  West. 

Although  others  may  not  strongly  feel  the 
bearing  which  the  h^te  transactions  in  that  quar- 
ter have  oh  this  subject,  upon  my  mind  they  have 
grea^  influence./It  cannot  be  believjed  by  any 
man  who  will  reflecjU  tha^  the  savage  tribes,  un- 
influenced by  other  Powers,  would  think  of  mak- 
ing war  on  the  United  States.  T|^ey  uOU^rstaod' 
too  well  their  Qwn  weakness,  apd  oucstreogtlK/ 
They  have  already  felt  the'weig[h;  of  our  arms^ 
they  know  they  hol^  the  very  ^il  on  which  they 
live  as  tenants  at  suffeiaiice^  /IIow,  theO,  sir,  are 
we  to  aceount  for  their  late  conduct  ?  In  one  way 
•only;  some  powerful  nation  must  have mtri^^d 
with  them,'an(t  tamed  theilr  peaoeful  d&pOHition 
towarJs  us  into  hostilities.  Great  Britain  .atone 
has  intercourse  with  ahose  Northern  tribes;  I 
therefore  infer,  that  if  British  gold  has  not  been 
employed,  their  baubles  and  trinkets,'and  the  pro- 
mise of  support  and  a  placb  of  refuge  If  necessary, 
have  had  their  effect. 

If  I  am  right  in  this  conjecture,  war  is  not  ^to 
comiaeoce  by  sea  or  land^  it  is.  already  begunj/' 
and  some  of  the  richest  blood  of  our  country  has 
already  been  shed.  Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  one  ia- 
dividual  has  ihllen,  the  honest  man,  the  orator, 
•and  the  soldier.  That  he  loved  his  country  none 
can  doubtn-he  died  to  preserve  its  honor  and  its 
fame^ — 1  mean  the  late  commander  of  the  cavalry ; 


yoti,  sir,  who  haVe  often  measured  your  strength 
with  his  in  forensic  debate,  can  attest  that  he  in 
a  good  'degree,  was  the  pride  of  the  Western 
country,  and  Kentucky  claimed  hjm  as^a  favorite 
son.  For  his  loss,  with  those  who  fell-  by  his 
sidej  the  whole  Western  country  is  ready  to 
march  ^  thiey  only  wait  for  ou^  permissioa;  and 
sir,  war,  once  declared,  I  pledge  myself  for  my 
peopte^hey.  will  avenge  the  death  of  their 
brethren.      • 

Another  consideration  drawn  from  our  past 
conduct  demands  the  course, we  have  proposed* 
In  the  Vear  1808,  Congress  declared  that  this  na- 
tion had  but  three  alternatives  left — war,  embargo, 
(Jir  submission ;  since  that  time  no  advantageous 
change  has  taken  p)aoe  in  our  foreign  relations ; 
we  now  have  no  embar|ro,  we  have  not  declared 
war.  I  then  say  ft,  with  humiliatioti,  produced 
by  the  degradation  of  my  country,  we  have  snb* 
mitted..  Mr.  Speaker,  T derive  Oo  f>leasure  from 
speaking  in  this  way  of  my  cotantry,  but  it  is 
true,  aiy,  {lowever  painful-  the  truth  may  be,  it 
should  be  tqlcl. 

Another  reason  operates  on  my  mind V^ we 
stand  pledged  to  the  French  nation  to  continue 
in  fi)f(|^^dur  non-itnpo(tation  law  against  Britain ^^ 
without  a  violation  of  national  faith  we  cannot 
repeal  it.  What  efiects  is  the  operation  of  this 
law  producing  ?  It  is  demorahzlng^  our  citizens ; 
m^n  of  commercial  habits  cannot  easily  change 
their  coarse  of  life;  those  who  have  lived  in  af- 
fluence and  ease  cannottc^nsent  to  beg  for  br^ad. 
No,  sir,  they  will  violate  this  law,  they  will  sr^ttg-  . 
^le ;,  and,  sir,  in  politics,  as  in  private  life^  if  you 
wish  men  to  remaip  Virtuoi^s,  Fead  thjem  jnoi  into 
teoaptation,'  j 

This  festrktive  system  operatee  one^^ually ; 
some  parts  of  the  Union  enjoy  the  same  advan- 
tages which  they  (losse^ed  when  no  difficulties 
attended  our  foreign  relations';  others  suffer  ex- 
tremely. Ask  the  Northern^  man^  and  he  will 
tell;  you  that  any  state  of  things  is  better' than 
the  present;  inquire  of  the  Western  people  why 
their  crops  lire  not  equal  to  what  they  were- in 
former  years,  they  will  answer,  that  industry  has 
nostimulin  h?ft,  since  their  surplus  products  have 
no  markets.  Notwithstanding  these  objections  to 
the  pre^nt  restrictive  system,  we  are  bound  to 
retain  it^— this,  and  our  pliglited  faith  to  the 
Frenoh  Qovernmeht,  have  tied  the  ^ordian  knot; 
we  cannot  untie  it ;  we  can  cut  it  with  the  sword. 

This  wat",  if  carried  on  succ6ss(ully,  will  have 
Jts  advantages..  We  shaU  drive  the  British  from 
odr  ^tmttnent—they  wilHio  longer  have  ap  ap- 
portunity  df  intriguing  with  our  Indian  neighbors, 
and  setting  on  the  ruthless  savage  to  tomahawk 
pur  wotnen  and  children*  -That  nation  will  lose 
her  Canadian  trade,  and,  by  having  no  resting  place 
ii^  this  country,  her  means  o£  annoying  us  wiU 
be  dtmipished.  The  idea  I. am  now  about. to  ad- 
vance'is  at  Wajr,  I  know,  with  sentiments  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia :  '  I*  am  willing  to'  re- 
ceive the  Canadians  as  adopted  brethren ;  it  will 
have  beneficial  political  effects;  it  will  preserve 
the  equilibrium  of  the  Government.  When 
Loubiana  shall  be  fully  peopled,  Uie  Northern 
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States  will  lose  their  power  $  tbey  "Will  be  at  the 
discretioD  of  others;  they  can  be 'depressed  at 
pleasure,  and  then  this  UnioO'  might  be-  endan- 
gered— I  therefore  feel  anxious  no{  only  to  add 
the  Floridas  to  the  South,  but  tha  Qaiiadas  to 
the  North  of  this  empire. 

To  yott,  Mr«  Spealcer,  i^nd  to  the  members  of 
this  House^  my  thanks  are  due  for  the  very  pa- 
tient attention  you  have  paid  to,n^]^  efifibafrrassed 
remarks.  J  • 

Mr*  WiDGERY  next  spoke  in  favor  of  the  xebort. 

Mr.  Ciievca  followed  next  in  tdebate,- and  ad- 
vocated the  report  at  some  length.  \ 

Mr.'RANDOLPH  commenced  soAe  ob^rvations. 
in  reply,  and  Mr.  Grunpt  rose  to  cocj^lajn.  Bet 
fore  Mr.  Randolph-  resumed  his  speech,  a.mor 
tioD  to  adjourn  was  made  by  Mr.  GUiundv,  witk 
a  view  of  giving  the  bppon6nts  of  the  report  time 
to  prepare  fuUy  to  reply  to  what  had  been  to-day 
advanced  by  iu  supporteu.  And  the  House  ad- 
joumed^ 

TuESBAT,  D^ember.ld 

Another  member,,  to  wit-:  James  Cochran, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared  and  tdok  his  seat. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the.  Committee  on  the 
Public  Land?,  to  whom  was  feferre^  jhe  biU 
from  the  Senate  '''for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
O'Bannpn,"  repotted  the  same,  without  amend-* 
itient;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  the  thM 
time  to-morrow/  * 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
ipad^  a  report' on  the  petition  of  Jared  Shattuck, 
referred  the  twenty-sixth  ultioio;  which'  was' 
read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  tne  first  Motuiay  in 'January  next,.     . 

Mr.  JNewton,  from,  the  Committed)  of  Com-, 
merce  and  Manufactures)  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Fishbourn 
Wharton ;  which  was  read,  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion^  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  Commiiteftof 
Ways  and  Mean^  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  an  additional  com^ 
pensatioQ  to  the  Ppstmaster  General;  and  thai 
they  have  leave  X6  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Qurn- 
bam  was  read  the  third  timej  and<passed.  . 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  laying  put 
a  public  road  from  the  line  establisheu  by  the 
Treaty  of  Greenvilk,  to  the  North  Bend,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  was  read  the  third .  time,  and 
passed.        -     ' 

t'he  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  To  authorize  the 
surveying  and  marking  of  certain  roads,  ia  the 
State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  th^  Treaty  of 
Brownstown,  in  the*  Territory  of  Michigan,^  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

8PANB»H  AMERICAN  COLONIES. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  from  the  committee  ap{M);nted 
on  that  part  of  the  President'^  Message  which  re- 
lates to  the  Spanish  American  Colooief.  made  a 
report,  in  part,  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whote  on  the  state 
of  the  Upion.    The  report  is  as  follows : 


T^e  commitlps  to  whom  was  referred  so  ifuich  of  the 
Prendent^B  Message  w  relates  to  the  8|Mnith  Aneri* 
can  colonies,  have*  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
House,  deUberatdy  considered  the  subject  befors  tfiem, 
and  directed  a  rMwrt,  in  p«rt,'  to  be  sabmttled  to  the 
coDtideration  of  the  House,  in  the  form  of  a  paUie 
declarati^B,  as  follows^ 

Whereas  leveralof  the  Ameiie^n  gpaaisk  ptotiiiDsi 
have  represented  to  the  United  States  that  it  has  bssa 
foond  expedient  for  Ihem  to  asaeciaaB  aad  form  Fed* 
eral  Oovemments  upon  th6  elective  and  representatiit 

51aa»  and  to  declare  thudsebres  free  apd  iodependeat— 
'herefore,  be.if  ^     . 

Besohfed,  hy  the  Senate  and  HoU9t  of  Rqtrttentai*^ 
tivu  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congrm 
assemSled,  That  they  beh61d,  with  ffienilj  interest,  tke 
establishment  of  independent  sovereignties  by  the  Span* 
ish  provincer  in  America,  consequent  ufran  the  aetotl 
state  of  the.motiarchy  to^hich  they  belonged ;  that,  u 
neighbors  and  inhabitants  of  the  same  hemisphere,  the 
United  States  ^1  gretft  solidtude-for  their  wel&ie; 
and.  that,  when  thooe  provincdb  shall  have  jittained  the 
cendition  of  nations,  by  the  just  exercise  of  their  lights, 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  will  anile 
with  the  Executive  i».edlabUiAinff  With  then,  U  ssf» 
ereign  a^d  iadependfent  States,  sudnimioable  fsh^tioai 
and  commercial  inleicoune  as  may  reqaiie  tbatr  LepK 
lative  anthoriiy. 

Hovsa  ov  Bi/aasavTATivBa,  Dto.  6»  1811.  • 
'  Sib:  In  behalf  of  tha  comhiittee  appointed  to  em* 
siaer  so.  muck  of  the  Ptesideqes  Meeeage  of  the  ith  of 
November  as  relates  to  the  Bpanieh.Amerieaa  proi* 
ineei,  I  beg  leave  to  impiire  wlMther  it  ii  known  to  our 
Qo^emment  that  any  of  those  provinces  have  dedand 
themselves  iiidetMntjent,  or  that  material  changes  hsTe 
taken  place  in.  th^  political  delations.  It  ir-not  ez« 
pected,  however,  that  my  requeet  will  be  understood  to 
extend  to  those  communications  which,  in  the  opinion, 
of  the  Executive,  it  wo^Id  be  improper  to  disclose. 

Be  pleased,  sir^  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration  and  respect 

BAMUBIkL.  MITCHILL. 

Hon.  Jaicss  Movaox. 

,  nBfAaTKxaT  ov  BrjLTBy  Dee,  9;  Id  11. 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  in  com* 
pKance  with  the  lequest  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
5th'  instantf-acopy  df  the  declaration  of  independence 
made  hy  the  provinces  of  Venesnela.  This  act  wu 
communici^tea  to  this  GfovemmenI  by  order  of  the  Con* 
gross,  composed  of  deputies  from  those  provinces,  asssm* 
bled  %t  Oaraceas. .  It  ie  not  ascertained  that  any  ethsr 
of  the  Spanish  provinces  have^as  yet,  entered  into  sim» 
Bar  decorations ;  but  it  is  known  that  most,  if  not  aH 
of  them,  on  the  continent,  are  in  a  revolutionaiy  stats* 
The  progress^  made  in  that  direction  by  .some  at  then 
will. best  appear  in  the  dopuments  whidi  have  already 
been  communicated  to  you.  Ihavethe^honortob^dtc* 
•       JAMES-MONROE. 

*  Hon.  SjiiiuxL  L.  MiTCHn.L,  -dec 

The  Secretary, of  State  to  Misers.  Armstrong  and 
Bofwdoin: 
PxpAnTMivT  ov  Statb,  Marek  1^  1^06. 
Gbvtlkmx V :  I  have  duly  received  from  time  to  time 
your  several  lejttera»  bearing  dates  the  3(i  July,  the  10th 
and  .I6th  AugUst,  the  10th  September,  the  ad  and  25th. 
October^  and  the  26th  November. 
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P^Tioiii  to  tlie  arrival  of  Mr.  Skipwith  with  your 
denwtchea  of  September  10,  oor  sffiiird  with  Spain  4iad 
nndei^iie  tke  partieutar  oon^deration  of  the  President, 
with  a  reference  zm  w^  to  the  oblinge  in  the  state  of 
thins*  ^  Enrope  aa  to  the  approaching  seasion  9rOon- 
grew;  and  it  had  been  determined— 1.  That  the  man^- 
met  in  wMdi  ^e  negotiations  at  Madrid  had  been  closed 


you  to  diecide  according  to  the  probable  course  of  hi* 
moTements  on  the  most  expedient  and  expeditious  modO 
of  holding  the  necessary  communications  with  his  caU* 
net  Rather  than  risk  ^  delay  which  may  lose  a  fuTorabla 
crisis,  it  may  be  even  advisable  to  repair  to  his  military 
quarters.  '  This  is  a  step,  however,  to  which  there  may 
,  be  so  many  objections,  that  it  will  require  very  strong 


by  Spain  Ibrbade  any  application  whatever  to  her  for  a'  ^considerations  to  recommend  it 


z0B<walof  them ;  9.  That  the  ease  shojiid  be  presented 
to  CMigrees*  for  such  provisions  as  it  might  be  thought 
to  require  on  their  part :  8.  Tha^/in  jthe  meantime,  you 
should  be  charged  to  place  b^re  the^Freneh  Grovem- 
ment  the  nedeasity  to  which  Spain,  by  refusing  to 
eoBCor  in  a  diplomatie  adjustment  of  her  contrpversies 
with  the  United  States,  had  reduced  the  latter,  of  seek- 
ing justice  by  those  ulterior  meaisurea  which  the  occa^ 
sion  catted  fin*.  It  had  also  been  determined  by  the 
President,  v^ith  a.  view  to  enable  Ihe  French  Govern- 
ment, if  it  should  be  so  disposed,  to  hasten  1>y  its  medi- 
ating influence  on  Spain  the  changfb  in  her  councils 
neoeasary  to  ^h  amicable  adjustment  with  the  United 
States,  and  to  bring  Spain  .forward  for  the  purpose, 
that  yoa  should  be  furnished  with  the  terms  which 
Spain  might  obtain  from  the  United  SCateis. 

On  the  receipt  of^your  communications  by  Mr.  I^p-. 
wilh,  the  ideas  disclosed  by  the  French  Government 
were  conndered  as  forming  a  aulQcient  basis  for  an  tfn-  ■ 
tidpftting  provision  by  Congress,  such  as  was  made  in 
reference  to  the  convention  of  U]^  SQth  of  April,  180^ ; 
and  it  was  accordipgly  determined,  in '  pursuaiicQ  of 
Aiat  example,  to  a^ait  the  meeting  of  Congress,  and 
lax  the  "ohject  before  them.  This  was  ({one  ^  and  the 
act  and  resolutiotuL  of  which  oopies  are  enclosed,  were 
the.  reeuH  of  their  discussions ;  a  Iresult  which  has  been 
delajecLby  the  forms  of  proceeding,  aqd  ^me  .variances 
of  opinion  on  the  occasion,  longer  than  might  have  be^n 
wished.  .  .        V 

I  now  enclose  the^  outline  and  sabsta3)ce  of  a  conven- 
tional arrangement  adapteid  to  the  views  ^pres^  by 
Copgresa,  and  such  fs  &e  President  authoxnes-^fOU  to 
condude.  You  Will  looe  no  time  in  impartip'g  it  'to  the 
French  Government. in.  the, manner  you  may  deem 
most  expedient ;  letting  it  know,  at  the  satne  time,  that 
no  direct  communication  pn  the  suljjeCt  has  bfen.mafda 
to  the  Spanish  Government ;  th%t  after  the  reception 
given  by  Spam  to  the  o^rertures  made  through  tfn  <bctrar 
ordinary  missioti  to  Madrid,  foUowed  by  her  military 
and  menacing  indications  within  and  liaar  the  contro- 
verted territories,  as  explained  in  tlie  annexed  extracts, 
the  United  States,  though  ready  to  ipeet  Spain  in  nego- 
tiation under  the  atispioes  of  a  common  friend,  do  not  con- 
aider  it  belonging  to  them  to' court  a  further  negotiation 
in  any  form ;  that,  consequents^,  the  steps  necessiLry 
on  the  part  of  Spa^  must  be  the  result  either  of  hei 
own  reflections,  or  of  the^prudent  council  which  Franoe 
may  undertake  to  give  her. 

The  President  le«res  to  yoUr  own  management  the 
expreMton  of  those  sentiments,  which,  without  anytm- 
properH^ndeseeasiens  on.the  partof  the  United  States, 
will  best  conciliate  the  French  Government 'to  our  ob-. 
jects.  The  ftsosndency  which  it  will  have  over  that 
of  Spain,  if  no  change  of  drcumstvpce^  intervene,  and 
the  preference  of  an  amicable  termination  of  our  difier- 
eocea  with  Spain  to  an  appeal  to  force,  require  that 
every  honorable  use  should  be  made  of  the  occasion 
whkh  seems  to  offer  itsel£ 

Should  the  Emperor  still  be  absent,  without  authority 
in  any  hands  at  Paris  to  take  measures  in  concert  with 
yen  for  instituting  the  business,  it  must  remtdn  with 


As  soon  as  any. authority  at  Parii  shall  be  ready  oa 
the  part  df  Spain,  you  will  enter  on  the  subject,  and 
press  it  to  a  conclusion  with  as  much  celerity  and  de« 
qision  as  circumstances  will  justify*  The  terms  stated 
as  your  guide  require  liule  explanation  more  than  ac« 
companies  the  several  artidesr  The  object  ^th  the 
United  States  is  to  secure  West  Florida,  which  is  eff- 
sential  td  their- interest,  and  to  obtain  Ea^t  Floridly 
wbidi  is  impoitant  to  them,  pvpcurHig,  at  the  same  tiihe, 
equitable  indemnitiea'from  Spain  for  the  injuries  for 
which  she  is  unswerafale,  to^aU  ^Jirhich  the  proposed  ex- 
diange  of  territory  and  arrangement  of  the  western 
boundary  may  be  UMide  subservient  The  desire  mani- 
fested^ by  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  reso- 
lution herewith  enclosed,  that  sucl>  an  exchange  and 
arrangement  may  be  found  sufficient,  without  any  price 
in  money,  will  engage  eU  your  atiention  smd  exertionst 
If  the  exchange  stated  in  ^  r^olution  with  the  Sabiue 
river  for  our  western  boundary  below  the  ridge,  dividing 
the  wafers  iiianittg  into  the  Mississippi  from  ti^ose  run- 
ning into  the  gulf  westward  of  the  mouth  of  Uiat  nver 
canbeobtained,  the  exchange  will  be  satisiact9ry,eepeci- 

a  \if  accompanied  with  a  reasonable  provision  for  &e 
Bmoities  due  from  Spain  4a  citizens  of  the  United* 
States.  If  the  exchange,  can  be  obCained  even  without 
this  last' provision,  6r  including  the  territory, eastward 
of  the  Perdido,  er  any  pecuniary  payment  for  the  terri- 
tory T^estward  thereof  it  is  not  to^be  rcj^ted ;  but  in 
that  case  it  will  be  extremely  desirable  to  majte  the  au- 
thorized establishment  of  sih  interval  of  territory,  hot  to 
be  settled  fer  ■  given  peribdi,  subservient  to  a  proyirioit 
for  indemnities.  ,     '   y 

Iir  oroer  to-  delormine  the  price  and  the  payments  to 
Seaih  for  the  cession  of  territory,  and  to  provide  indem- 
nities for  the  spoliations  i^nd  other  injuries'  fdir  which 
Spain  is  responsible,  you  will  add  to  the  preceding  arti- 
cles others  proper^  on  those  subjects.  For  the  jieveral 
modifications  which  will  best  Comport  with  the  conve- 
nience of  our  Treasury,  and  the  sentiments  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  that  Department  I  refer  to  copies  of  a  letter 
and  paper  ftt>m  h;m;  herewith  enclosed,  stating  to  you. 
generally  for  your  guide— 1.  That  the  sum  to  be  made 
payable  to  Spain  for  her  cession  is  not  to  exceed  five 
millions  of  dollars ;  3.  That  as  litt}e  as  possible,  and  in 
no  event  more  than  tivo  millions,  ar^  to  be  paid  prior 
to  the  delivery  of  pos^essioA  or  the  ratification ;  3.  That 
as  ample  a  provision  as  possible  be  made  for  indemni- 
ties, either  by  constituting  a  board  of  commtssioner»for 
settling  them,  or  hy  e  sum  in  gross,  sufficient' to  cover 
their  probable  ainofint- which  is  not  less  than  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  distributable  by  the  United  States 
to  such  cltomants,  and  in  such  proportions,  as  may  be 
decided  upon  under  their  authority.  This  last  mode 
of  providing  for  the'object  will  be  much  the  best,  if  the. 
stkm  in  gross  be  equal  to  the  amount  of  claims  likely 
to  be  allowed  by  a  Boaid  of  Oommissioners ;  4.  It  is 
particularly  desirable  .thit  in  defining  the  cases  to  be 
indemnified^  the  terms  should  be  such  as  will  embrace 
those  where  French  snlijeCts  or  citizens,  as  well  as  those 
where  Spanish  subjects  were  the  wrong  doers.  If  a 
sum  in  gross  be  stipulated,  it  may  jie  expected  that 
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jdpain  will  not  object  to  a  definition  .which  will  author- 
ize the  United  States  to  apply  it  to  both  caaes^  eape- 
.daily  if  terms  be  chosen  which  will  not  expressly  des- 
ignate the  contested  French  cases;  6.  In  defining  the 
.cases,  it  will  be  proper  to  h/iTe  in  view,  those  of  erery 
description  which  exist — more  particularly  depredations 
im,tbe  high  seas,  and  unjust  pr  Unlawful  injuries  within 
the  Spanish  jurisdiction)  whether  in, Old  SpaCn  or  her 
Monies ;  m  a  woid,  all  injurious  acts,  either  to  -th^e 
United  States  or  to  h^r  citizens,  for  which  the  Spanisl^ 
natioh  is  responsible,  according  to  the  principles  jpf  jus- 
tice, equi^,  treaty,  or.  the  ^a^  of  nations.  . 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMPS  MADISON.  • 

P.  S. — Particular  care  must  be  take&  in  case  i  cob- 
Tention  shall  be.  made  which  does  l)6t  provide  -'for  the 
.spoliations,  or  fot  tks  portioa  of  th«m,  shbsequent  to 
^e  convention  of  August,.  1802,  to*  guard  against  an 
abandonment,  either  express  or  codstructiTe^df  the  just 
claims  of  our  citizens  on  thi^  Recount,,     .    ,    J.  M. 


-       \      «  PROJECT  OP  A  CONVENTION.    ' 

,  Hic  United  Statcp  and  Hia  Catholic  Majesty  being 
desirous  of  terminating  amicably  all  controversies  now 
subsisting  between  them,  and  of  providihg  more  efhctc 
ually  for  tl^e  maintanance  of  their  future  harmony  a  have 
appointed,  ^tc : 

^mTicLs^l^'— Spain,  ackhowledging  and  confirming 
to  the  United  States  West  Florida,  cedes  to  them  ^- 
ever  the  same  and  East  Florida,  Wtth.tiie  islandt  tlid 
tfaters  thereon  respectivelji  depending ;  or  if  unattain- 
^le  in  that  form,  Spain  cedes  and'con^rms  fo'raver  to 
tbc)  United  States  East  and  .West  Florida,'  with  the. 
island  waters  thareoji  respectively  depfendiag.  ''  - 

Obaervaiiorul on  AHick  U — The  object  in  these  forms 
of  expressing  Uie  cession,  b,  to  date  ^t  of  West  FW- 
ida  as  far  at  least  as  to  the  PerdidOr  from  the  date  of 
the  cession *of  Louisiana  by  France,  an^  thereby  h^ali- 
date  Jhe  inj^rvisning  ^ep  of  land,  which  it  is'  under- 
stood have  taken  pl^oe  oorrvptly  or  un&irly,  to  a  very 
great  extent.  If  Spain  should  appear  to  acquiesce  in 
a  tnore  explicit  acknowledgment  of  our  right  under 
the  French  convention  as  far  ^  the  Perdidq,  it  ma^  be 
well  to  "divide  (he  territory  eastward  of  the,  Mississippi 
by  a  reference  to  that  river,  instead  of^cferring  to,it  as 
divided  into  East  and  West  FJdridn. 

Art  2. — Possession  of  the  said  territory  shall  be  der 
livered  to  a  person  or  persons  authori^d  by  |^e  Unfted 

States  to  receive  the  saijae,  within days  or  less  if 

practicable,  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this 
convention.  '  With  the  said  territory  shAll  bd  delivered 
all  public  property,  excepting  ships  and  military  stores, 
OS  alsb  all  public  ai;chives  belonging  Uy  the  same. 

Ssci  3.  within  ninety  days  after  delivering' ppsses* 
sion,  or  sooner,  if  possible,  the  Spanish  troops  shall 
evacuate  the  territoiy  hco^eby  ceded.      •      . 

Sic.  3.  The  inhabitant  ofthe  ceded  territory  shall  be 
entitled  <  to  the  same  incorporation  into  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  same  protection  in  their  religion, 
their  liberties,  and  their  property,  as  were  stipfilated  tti 
the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  ceded  to  the  IJnited 
SUtes  by  the  treaty  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  with 
the  French  Republic. 

Sic.  4.  With  the  same  motives  in  view  which  led 
to  the  seventh  and  eighth  articles  of  the  treaty  above 
mentioned,  it  has  been  agreed  between  the  contracting 


of  tl)e' twelve  ^ears  therein  mentioned  shall  be  expired^ 
the  same  priviieffes  as  to  trade  and  duties  as  are  therein 
stipulated,  and  during  the  same  kpacs  oftizq^B  no  other 
nation  shall  have  a  right  to  the  same  privil^es  in  the 
ports  of  ^e  hereby  ceded  terriloiy. 

Sxc.  5,  In  future,  and.  forever  a(ter  the  expiration  of 
the  wd  term  of  twelve  yean,  the  vessels  of  Spain  skill 
be  treated  upon  the  footiqg  of  the  most  fayored  nations  in 
the  ports  of  the  hereby  ceded  .territory, 

Abt.  3. — The  boundary  botween  Uie  territory  of  the 
United  States  on  the  Western  side  of  Mississippi,  ti^d 
the  possessions  of 'Spain,  shall  be  the  Colorado,  (or  the 
-Ciaudaloupe,  if  «tt^inable,)  from  .its  mouth  to  its  most 
nortbeVIy  source;-  thence,  a  right  linf  to  the  nearest 
high  lands,  enclosing  sJl  the  waters  running  directly 
or  indirectly  into  \he  Mississippi  or  Missouri,  and  along 
the  said  highlands  as  far  aa  they  border  on  the  Span- 
idi  dominiojis. 

.  Obaervatians  nw  Article  3. — Although  it  may  tiot  be 
aihiss  to  urge  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  ^ 
Dn^o,  luid  to  propose  that  for  the  boundary,  it  is  not 
expected  that  one  more  westwardty  than  the  boundary 
delineated  in  this  article  will  be  fayored  by  Fiance 
or.  admitifed  hy  Spain. 

-  Abt.. 4; — Itb  agreed  thataspa^e  extending  thirty 
leagues  on  e^ch  side  of  the  said  boii^ndary  shall  be  kept 
by  the  parties  respectively  unsettled  for  the  term  of-; — 
years;  or  ^' 

A  space  |>etyreen  the  said  boundary  and  some  boun- 
dary begiilning  with  a  river  '.eastward  pf  the  Colorado, 
and  westward  of  th6  Sabine ;  or,    ' 

A  space  between  the  s^id  boundary,  and  tH^  boun- 
dary beginning  with  the*  Sabine,  and  running  thence 
from  the  source  of  the  Sabine,  a  straight  line,  to  the 
confluence  of  the  rivers  Osage  and  Missouri ;  and  from 
the  said  confluence,  a  line  running  plirallel  with  the 
Mississippi,  to  i!he  latitude  .of  its  mosf  northernmost 
source ;  and  thence 'a  meridiAn  to  Ihe  northern  boun- 
dMy  of  Louisiana. 

•  Ob^&va^ons  on  ^Hftci!(  4-^These  descriptions  of  a 
barrier  interval  are  to  be  successively  yielded  according 
as'SpAin  may  be  willing  to  cede  Cherefdr  her  territory 
eastward  .of  the  Mississippi,  or  to  abate  in  the  sum  of 
•inoney  to.be  ^d  for  &ast  Florida,  or  to  he  liable  in  her 
efigasements  and  provisions  for  indemni^ng  our  citi- 
wns.  li^ being  impossible  to  foresee  the  various  modi- 
fications and  ocvpbmations  whicA  thct  subject  may  take 
in  the  course  of  negotiation,'  much  mustnecessanly  be 
left  to  your  own  judgment.  It  is  to  be  understood 
that,  in*  no  event,  the  country  eastward  of  the  Sabine 
and  the  line  from  its  source  as  above  referred  to,  is  to 
be  included  in  the  unsettled  interval. 
^  Abt.  6-*-{Hefe  was  inserted  a  copy  of  the  provisions 
oibntatned  in  the  p^ject  of  1804,  as  to  the  interval  not 
tobesettied.]         ^. 

J9&*.  Armstrong' to  M.  Yzquier^, 

•  V  \  Paeis,  Sept.  30,  1806. 
The  undersigned  having  been  informed  by  the  ^met' 
wn  Gharg6  d*Affidres|  at  Madrid,  that  a  Minister  had 
been  appointed,  -on  the  part  of  His  Catholic  Migesty,  to 
jiegotiate  a  settlement  of  the  several  points  in  contro- 
versy between  the  United  States  of  America  and  His 
said  Mi^sty  t  and  having  understood  fvom  His  Majesty's 
Ambassador  at  this  Court,  that  M.  ITxqaierdo  was  the 
Minister  thus  appoints^  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
undei^gned  to  inform  His  Excellency  that  Plenipolsn- 


nartiee  £a't  the  ships  of  France  and  Spain  shall  enjoy^  tiaries  commissipned  by  the  PrMtdent  of  the  United 
&the  ports  of  the  hereby  ceded  territory,  until  the  term  |  States  to  fulfil,  on  his  part,  ilhis  important  object,  are 
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now  in  ParU,  and  •qoally  prepared  and  disposed  to 
enter  on  the  proposed  negotiation.  The  undersigned 
avails  himself  of  thia  occasion  to  offer  to  M.  Yzquierdo 
the  assorfluice  of  his  very  high  consideration. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 
Minister  PleHipotentiary  of  the  United  States. 
His  Excellency  M.  i  lavixano, 

Counsellor  of  State  and  of  War, 

M.  Yzquisrdo  U>  General  Armstrong, 

'  Pa  BIS,  October  1,  1806. 
The  undersigned  has  received  with  interest  the  <h>m- 
BinBicatioBs  of.  his  Excellency  General .  Ajrmstreng, 
contained  in  his  note  of, the  30th  September  last.  He 
has  die  honor  to  make  known  (o  him  that  the  negoti- 
ations on  the  different  points  in  eontrorepiy  between 
his  Government  and  the'Unite^  States  of  America  are 
not  within  his  actual. polhical  powers. 

The  undersigned  profits  of  this  occasion  to  piesent 
to  his  Excellency  General  Armstrong  the  assurance  of 
his  high  <^nsideratiOn.  .  E.  YZQUIE  RDO, 

•  Counselkfr  of'Statet  ic, 

Bxtraet—The  Seeretasy  of  State  to  Mr,  Botbdoin, 

Mat  26,  180?/ 
n  is  painlU  to  find  that  the  reserve  ..and  mystery 
which  have,  so' long  enveloped  our- afiaics  with  Spain 
still  embarraes  the  effort^  to  bHng  Ihem  .to,  a  pro|>ar 
state*  The  protracted  delay  is  certainly  not  ^  little 
hazardous  to  the  peace  of  the  two^  tiaiions,  which  has 
thus  far  been  pteserced  by  the  moder^tioft  of  the  JJn\r 
ted  States,  in  spite  of  the  ft>Dy  of  the  other  party.  The 
eondoei  of  Spain  t»  not  tWiailjr  explained.  Seyepal 
cauae^  have  p«t>btbly  united  in  producing  htr  obstinate 
repugnsuice  to  meet  our  reaaoaable  overtures;  perh^M 
the  n^»st  powerful  may  haye  been  a  caLcal»tion  Un^t 
she  would  have,  in  ^y  event,  the  suf^rt  of  one  or 
the  other  of  the^two  great  rivals  of  Europe ;  and  that 
bar  dexteri^  would  be  ^ble  to  connect  hef  with  whichp 
ei^r  of  them  should  uUimately  he^ascendant.  It* would 
aaem  to  be  impossible)  however,  that  the  crisis  cHi;  be 
much  longer  proftrastinated.  The  obstru^ions  which 
are  thrown  in  tie  way.  of  the  trade  through  the  Hobile, 
andenron  of  the  use  ef  the  rivef  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  Statee  for  public  purposes,  and*  kindling  a  flame 
which  will  not  be  veiy ,  manVg^ble.  .The  last  letter 
from  Mr.  Erving,  which  was  of  -^-^t  qoipmunicated 
the  Spanish  decree,  co-operating  with  ttua  of  Novem- 
ber 31st  by  die.  French  Emperor,  which  ie  in  tertu 
8;iTing  equal  latkude  with  its  prototype  for  deplredntioiis 
on  our  commerce,  apd  which,  if  ,so  executed,  will  add 
fiiel  to  the  flame.  Mr.  Erving  promised  that  his  next 
letter  vrould  not  only  give  explanations  on  that  subjeet, 
but  have  soQething  to  say  as  to  our  afl^irs  geneialtx 
with  the  Spanish  QovemnieBt. 

Bxfrad — Mr,  Madison^  Secretary  of  State,  to  Osneral 
Armstrong  and  Mr,  Bowdoin,      '        . 

DiPAS'niXirr  ot  Siutk,  July  1£,  1807. 
The  enclosed  oop^  of  a  pro<flamatiQn,  by  the  Pre«- 
deot,  will  inform  you  of  a  late  extr|M>rdin vy  hostility 
and  insult  comn^Uted  by  a  British  ship  of  war  on  a 
frigate  ef  the  United  States,  ne^r  the  Capes  of  Virgihia, 
and  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  President  in  conse* 
qaeoce  of  the  outrage.  The  subsequent  proceedings 
of  the  British  squadron  in  our  waters  have  borne  a 
like  •tyoip  of  hostility ;  and  although  it  may  be  fdund 


that  these  provocations  have  not  issued  from,  or  may 
be  disavowed  and  expiated  by  the  British  (jrotemment, 
it  may  also  Be  found  that  the  United  States  must  take 
en  themselves  the  reparation  tbdt  is  due  to  them.     For 

bis  event  it  is  necessary  to  be  prepared,  as  well  with 
a  view  to  our  financea  as  to  other  resources  and  ar- 
rangements. ' 

-fn  this  state  of  things,  the  President,  taking  into 
eonaideration  the  objections  to  an  applica^on  of  the 
public  funds  to  objeeto  not  immediately  connected  with 
the  public  safety,  inlrtr^cts  you  to  suspend  the  negoti- 
ations for  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas,  unless  it  shall 
be  ag^ed  bj  Spain- that  payment  for  them  shall)  in 
case'of  a  rupture  between  ^Great  Britain  and.  the  Uni- 
ted StateSfbe  postponed  till  the  end  of  one  year  a^r 
they  shall  have  settled  their  difierences ;  and  tbut,  in 
the  meantiQie,  no  interest  shall  be-  paid  on  the  debt; 
You  will,  of  course,  understand  it  to  be  inconsistent 
with  this  instruction  either  te  draw  on  the  Treasury, 
or  to  obtain  a  credit  in  Europe,  for  any  p^rt  of  the  sum 
allotted  for  the  purchase  of  the  Floddas.  -      * 

Shall  a  bargain  have  been  made  ibr  the  Flopdas, 
aiid  payments  atipulated,  as  contemplated  bv  former 
histructions,  you  will  press,  ift'the  most^serious  and 
emphatic  manner,,  a  re-modification  ofihe  terms  which 
will  adjust  them  to  the  instruotions  hete  given*  Such 
a  compKanoe  may  justly  l)e  expected  in  return  for  (he 
advantage  which  Spain  and.  her  allies  will  derive  in 
various  respects  from  a  contest  bMween  this  country 
and  their  enemy.-  Jtlbay  further  be  expected  that,  in 
consideration  of  these  advantages  to  them,  and  of  the 
-general  efifect  of  war,  6r  even,  a  cessation  of  commerce 
with  Grea(t  Britau),  on  the  pecuniary,  faculties,  of  the 
United  States,  the  price  demanded  for  the  Flpridas  wilt 
be  at  least  greatly  reduced.^  To  this  consideration  it 
may  he  ad&dv  that,  whilst  the  pecuniary  facuhiea  of 
the  United  States  wiH  be  to  materially  benumbed  in 
the  event,  of  a  n^pture  with  Qreat  Britaib,  Uiose  6f 
Spain  ^ay  br  essentially  aided,  hy  the  fodhtv  which 
that  event  will  give  to  the  command  of  her  South  Aiher- 
ic^tn'  treasures  Virough  lthe>  United'  States.  Finally,  it 
is  ndt  unworthy  of  consideration,  that  the  introduction 
of  hostile  rehttions  between  the  United  States  and  Gbeat 
Britain,  may  remove  objections  hitherto  felt  by  thelat* 
ter  to  enterprises  against  the  Floridas,  and  lead  jU>  a 
military  occupancy  of  them  with  views  very  adverse  to 
the  policy  of  Spain.        '  ^ 

Should  Spdn  ftill  obstinately  peHiist  in  I'ejeoting  or 
retarding  an  arrangement  concerning  the  Floridas,  she 
m^i'st  at  least  see  the  necessity  of- hasting  a  satisfoc- 
toiy  one  o^  other  subjects,  particularly  in  the  case  oi 
%\f  MobU«,  for^  the  free  use  of  which,  by  the  United 
States,  oirders  ought  to  be  sent  without  a  moment's 
delay^      *  *       ..  ' 

The  President  leaves  to  your  own  discretion  the  use 
to  be  ihade  of  bbeervalibps  oi  this  kind,  apd  entehains 
an'-entii^  oonfidence  that  your  management  of  tbe 
whole  burineas  will  be  such  as  wiU  best  comport  with 
the  ch>cumstances  of  the  crisis,  and  conduce  most  to 
the  object  entrusted  to  you;         ^      ^ 

ilxtract^Mr.  Sthith,  Secretary  gf  State,  to  General 
Armstrong. 

DsFABTMxyT  or  Statvx, 

3foreh  15,  1809. 

From  the  enclosed  t^foit  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  you  will  perceive  that  the  appropriation  of 

the  tvpo  miUibns  of  doUais  for  the  purchase  of  Florida, 

having  expired  on  the  31st  December  last,  has  been 
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carried  to  ,the  credit  of  thc^  surpli^i  fund.  .iFron  thi* 
and  other  oon8ideratioi\9«  it  ia  deemed  ex|>edient,  at 
present,  to  suspend  the  negotiation  iii  relation  to  that 
subject. 

Mr  Fa$Ur  to  Mr,  Mmroe. 

WASHiiroToir,  Jt%  ai  18U. 

Simj  The  attention  of  His  Majestj'a  .GovaraoMiit 
has  of  late  been  called  to  the  meaaurea  pursued  by . the 
UniM  States  for  4he  militarj  occupation  of  Weai 
Florida^  The^an^uage  held .  li^  the  ]nreside|it  at  the 
opening  of-  the  late  seWon  of  Congress,  ^e  hoetiie 
demonstrations,  made  by  th^^  American  forces  ui^der 
Captain  Gaines,  the' actual  summoning  oC  ^  fort  of 
Mobil^y  and  the  bill  submitted .  to  the  approbation  of 
the  Amevicaa  LegiaUture.for  the  interior  lulmhiistra- . 
tion  of  the  province,  are  so  many  direct  and  positive 
proofs  that  tbe  Government  of,  America  is  prepared  to 
subject  |he  province.of  W^.^loridja  to  the  authority 
of  the  United  8t^. 

The  8t>aoish  Minister  in  London,  addraaied  «  note; 
in  the  month  of  March  last,  to  His  pasty's  Se^tfetanr 
of  State  for  Forei^  Aflairs,  expressiogr  in  auDident 
detail,  thefeehngsof.theGoTernmentM  Sfteip  respect* 
ing  this  unp^voked  aggression.  6ii  the  iiitagrity  of  that 
monarchy. 

Mr*  Morier,4n  fafa  notarto  Mr.  ^mith  oi  December 
16^  1810,  has  ahead^Treminded  the  American^Go^^ierft- 
ment  of  the  intimate  allianee  subsuitinglMtween  ftia 
Majesty  and  Spain*  and  he  has  deaiied  &uch  ^xplanpaH 
tiona.on  the  subject  aa  might  convince  His.Mftjeaty  of 
the  pacific  ^sposilion'of  the  United  Sfeate*  towaids 
Spain.  Mr.  Smith,  in  his  reply,  has  stiated^that  it  waa 
evident  that  no  .hostile  or  hnfricundlx  purpose' waa  en-' 
tertamed  by  America  towards  Sfiain;  and  ihattbe 
American  Minkterat  Hia  ^jeaty's  Ooiirt  had  been 
enabled  to  make  whatever  ezplaniitiqii8migl\teombort 
with  the  frank  and  coqdliaiory  spirit. wh^  had  be^ 
invariabiy  manifest^  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stetea. 

Since  the  date  of  his  correspondence,  Mr.  Pinkntoy ' 
has  offered  no  explanation  w^tever  of  the  motfVea 
which  hare  actuated  the  conduct  of  the  United  States 
in  this  transaction ;  «  bill  has.  been  inUoduoed  into 
C<nigresa  for  the  esi^bBshlnent,  ^T^maeAt,  and  pR>« 
taction,  of  the  Territory  ofrMobile,  and  the  fbrtresa.of 
that  name  has  been  summoned  without  ^oet. 

His  Royal  Highnaas  the  Prince  Regent;  in  the  heme 
and  on  tJM  behalf  <?»f  His  Majesty,. is  still  willing.. t« 
hope  that  the  Amaricwii  Goivernment  -has  nol^bedfi 
urgfed  to  this  step  by  ambitions  motives,  or  by  a^iesire 
of  foreign  canqueat  and  territorial  sggrandizeteent.  It 
would>p  satisfactory,  however,  U>  be  enabled  io  aaeer- 
tain  that  qo  coni^deration  connected  with  the  present 
state  of  Spun  has  induced  America  to  det^iotl  that 
miMiarchy'of  a  valuable  foreign  colony. 

The  Govemment4>f  the  United  States  contends  that 
the  right  to  the  possession  of  a  certain  pact  of  Wert 
Florida  will  not  be  less  open  to  discussion  m  the  occu- 
pation of  America  than  und«^  the  Govamskent  of 
Spain.         * 

But  the  Government  of  the  UniU4  States  Under, 
this  pretext,  catinot  expect  to  avoid  the  repipach  whic^ 
must  attend  the  ungenerous  apd  unprovoked  aeixure  ef 
a  foreign  colony,  while  the  parent  State  ia  engag^  in 
a  noble  eonteat  for  independence,  against  a  most  un- 
justifiable and  Violent  invasion  of  the  rights  both  of  the 
monarch  and  people  of  Spain. 

While  I  wait,  therefore,  for  ia  explanatidn  lh>m  you. 


sir,  as  tp  the  motives  which  led  to  this  unjust  aggres- 
sjbh  by  the  United  .  States  ojn.  ^the  terriCbri^JS  of  His 
MajjBsty's  aily,  I  must  consider  it  as  my  duty  to  lase 
no  time  in  fulfilling  the  orders  of  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince. Regent,  by  which  I  am  commanded,  in  th^ 
event  of  it^  appearing  pn  my  arrival  in  thia  dty  that 
the  United  States  stijl  persevere,  by  menaces  and  ac- 
tual demonstration,  to  claim  the  mifitary  occupation  of 
West  Florida,  notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of 
His  Majes^'s  Gharg^  des  Afl^es,  and  the  manifiest  in« 
justice  of  the  act,  to  preaent  to -yon  the  solemn  protest 
of  ^is  Iftoyal  Highneas  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  His  Mi^jesty*  .against  an  attempt  ao  coittraiy  to  every 
principle  of  public  jtstice,  foith,  and  iMitional  honors 

/and  so  injunpus'to  the  alliance  subsiatiQg  between 

i  His  Majesty  and  the  Spanish  patiou.     . 
I  hav6  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

'  ;.       AUGUSTUS  i,  FOSTER. 

The  Hon.  ^Axas  M<nrBovdbc 

,  ,  Mr,  Mmnw  to  Mt,  Fo»ier. 

t>spAmTXBjrT  OF  SritB,  July  8, 1811. 

Ifcm :  I  have,  had  the  honor-  to  receive  the  lAote  which 
yen  he^e  presented  by  the  order  of  bir  Royal  High- 
ness, the  Prince  Regent,  io  protest,  in'  behalf  of  the 
Regency  of  Spain,  against  the  poasession  lately  taken 
by  the  Uiiited  SUtes  of  certain  parts  of  Westfloridf. 

Although  fhe  Pttaklent'  cannot  cteit  th^  right  of 
Oveat  Britain  id  interfiBre  in  any  question  ralatiag  t6 
that  pODviAce,  he  i«  willing  to  explain,  hi  a  friendly 
manner^  the  eonrider^ttons  which  induee^  the  United 
States  W  tal^  the  atep  against  w^eh-yoti  have  been 
ordered  to  proteat*     '  ' 

It  is  to  be  'inferred,  firom  your  view  of  the  sabjtct, 
that  the  Uritiah  OoiFetament  kita'beeB  Caught  ta  b^Ueva 
th^t  the  United  Statea'  seised  a  «ioment  of  natioiitl 
embarraaament  to  wfeelfrom  Spain  a  proVinee  to  which 
they  hftd  no  right,  and  that  :they  were  prompted  to  it 
by  theirinterest  alotae,  and  a  knowMge  that  SpaiA 
cedld  toot  defend  itw  Nothings  hdwe^  ia  moie  le- 
mote  firom.  the  fact  than  the  prsaumptien  on  which 
your  Government ;  appeara-  to  -  have '  acted.  E<a>D|^ 
of  ao  uttfrorthjr  a  conduct,  are  -nnfortunately  too  fre- 
quent;in  the.  hiatdfy  of  n^ona;  but  the  United  8Ut» 
have  not  lellowl&d  them.  The  President  had  persuaded 
himaelf  that^e  unequivocal  proo4  which  the  United 
Statea  >ave  given*  tn  all  their  tranaactions  with  foreign 
Powers,  and  particularly  v^ith  Spain,  ef  an  upright  and 
liberal  policy,  would-have  ahielded  them  from  such  ua* 
merited^  suspicion.  ^He  iit  satisfied  giat  nothing  ti 
wanting  hut  a  o5Trecl  knowledge  of  facta  completely 
to  diMipate  it.  '  -    .' .  . 

I  might  bring  to  Jrour  vihw  a  long  catalogue  ci  in- 
juries whiah  the  Unit^  States  have  received  from 
^^n  aince  the  condusioii  of  their  Rtftohitkmary  wti; 
any  one  of  which  would  moat  probably  have  been  ooo' 
Indered  Cause  of  war,  and  reaented  ae  such,  l^y  Ptb<' 
Powers.  I  will  motion  two  of  theae  oply^  the  apout- 
tions  that  were  committed  on  their  cpmmerce  to  a 
'great  amount  in  the  last  war,  and  the  suppression  of 
their  deposite  at  New  Orleana  just' before  the  cotn- 
mencement  of  tht  present  war,  in  violation  of  a  selema 
treaty;  for  neither  of  which  Injuriea  has  any  reparation 
otr  atonement  been  made.  For  injuries  like  those  of. 
the  first  class,  it  is  known  to  you  that  Great  Britam 
and  Francd  made  indemnity.  The  United  Stale*,  how- 
evei^,  do  not  rely  ontheee  injuries  for  a  jtirtificati^  ol 
their  conduct  in  thia  trahaaction,  aMiongh  Aeir  dfeimi 
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to  raparmtion  fi>r  Ihem  are  by  no  means  relin^UMhed, 
and,  it  if  to  be  pretamed,  will  not  always  be  neglected. 

When  I  infbnn  yon  that  the  province  of  West  Flori- 
da to  the  PerdidQ  waa  a  part  of  Louisiana,  while  the 
whole  jnrovince  formerW  belonged  to  Franoe ;  that,'  aK 
tlioQgh  it  was  afterwards  separated  ftom  the  other  part, 
jet  ti^t  both  parts  were  again  reunited  in  the  hands 
of  Spain,  and  by  her  reconveyed  to  France,  m  which 
state  the  entire  province  of  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the 
United  States  in  1803;,  that,  in  accepting  the  cession 
and  paymg  fi>r  the  ^rritory  ceded,  the  United  States 
understood  and  believed  that  they  paid  for  the  coVintry 
as  fitf  as  the  Per^o,  as  part  of  Louisiana ;  and  that; 
on  a  ooi|viction  of  their  right,  they  included  in  their 
law*  provisions  adapted  io  the  cession  in  that  extent, 
it  cannot  fail  to  bf  a  caiAe  of  surprise  to  the  Prince 
Regent  that  tl^ey  did  not  proceed  to  take  possession  of 
the  territory  in  qnestto;)  as'  soon  as  the  treaty  was  rati- 
fied. There  was  nothing  iti  the  circQmstiances  ofSpain 
at  that  tkne  that  could  hftve  forbidden  t^e  measure. 
In  denying  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  Uiis  terri- 
tory, her  Government  invited  negotiation  on  that,  and 
every  other  point,  in  oonleatation  between  the/partiest 
The  United  States  accepted  the  invitation  in  the  hope 
that  it  woold  secure  an  adjustment  and  reparation  &r 
every  injuiy  which  had  been  received,  and  lead  to  the 
reiitoralion  of  perfect  harmony  between  the  two  ceun- 
triea  :  but  in  that  hope  they  were  disappointed. 

Since  the  year  1805,  the  period  of  the  \^t  negotia- 
tion with  Spain,  the  province  of  West  Florida  has  re- 
mained in  a  situation  altoffether  incompM>hle'With  the 
welfiue  of  these  States.  The  Government  of  Spain 
baa  acareely  been  felt  there;  ineorisequenpeof  which 
the  afibirs  of  that  province  had  fallen  inte'disorder.  Of - 
that  drcomstancb,  however,  the  United  States  took  ne 
advantage.  It  was  net  until  the  last  j^ear,  whe^  'the 
inhabitants,  perceiving,  that  all  authority  over  them 
had  ceased,  rose  in  n  body  with  inteution  to  take 
the  counter  into  their  qfb  handa,  that  the  American 
Government  interposed.  -It  was  .impossible  for  the 
United  State*  to  beliald,  Fith  indifference,  a  move- 
ment in  which  they  were  so  deeply,  interested.-  Th^ 
Preaident  would  have  incurred  the  censure  of  the  na- . 
tion,  if  hi  had  sufiered'  that  province  to  be  wrested ' 
from  the  United  States,  under  a  pretext  of  wresting  it 
from  Spain.  In  taking  possession  of  it,  in  their  name, 
and  nnder  their  antl^ri^,  except  in  the  part  which . 
waa  occupied  by  the  Spaniel  troops,  who  have  not  been 
diataibed,  he  ddended  the  rights  aod  secured  the  peaoe  of 
the  nation,  and  even  consulted  the  honor  of  SjMun  he^lf.  ^ 
By  this  event  the  UnitQd  States  have  acquired  no  new 
tltJe  to  West . Florida.  '.They  waited  none.'  In'ad- 
juating  hereafter  all  the-  otl^er^  points  which  ren>ain  to 
be  adjusted  with  Spain,  and  which  it  -is  proposed  to 
make  the  snbjectof  amicable  negotiation  as  soo^i^as 
the  Government  of  t^ain  shall  be  settled,  her  claim  to 
this  territory  may  also  be  brought  into  view,  and  i^ec^ve 
aD  the  attention  which'  is  due  to  it. 

Aware  that  this  -transaction  might'  be  miscen'caived 
and  misrepresented,  the  Prefident  deemed  it  a  proper. 
SBbject  of  instruction'  to  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States  ait  foreign  Courts,  to  place  it  in  a  true  tight  be- 
fore them.  Such  an  instrnctieh  was  Iprwarded  to  Mr. 
Pinkney,  their  late  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Lon- 
don, who  would  have  executed  it,  had  not  the  termi- 
nation of  his  mission  prevented  it.  The  President 
cannot  doubt  that  the  frank  and  candid  explana- 
^on  which  I  have  now  given,  by  his  order,  of  the  cent 
aiderations  which  induced  the  United  States  to  take 


possession  of  this  country  will  be  perfectly  satisfactory 
to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent. 

With  great  respect  and  consideration,  dec 

JA8.  MONROE. 

AvevsTUB  J.  FosTia,  Esq.,  dtc. 

Mr.  FMer  to  Mr.  Mmrot, 

Philasb&phia,  S(»p^m6^  5,  1811. 
'  Sib  :  The  ChevaKer,  De  Onia,  who  has  been  ap- 
pointiBd  Minister  fh>m  Hb  Catholic  Majesty  to  the 
United  States,  has  written  to  inform  me  that  he  «n- 
derstandr^'by  letters  from  the  Governor  of  East  Florida, 
under  date  of  the  14th  u1t.»  that  Governor  Matthews,  of 
the  State  of  Georgia*  was  at  thAt  time  at  Newtown, 
St.  Mary's,  on  the  frontiers  of  Florida,  fbr  the  purpose 
of  treatiiig  ^ith  the  inhabitants  of  that  nrovince  for  its 
being  delivered  up  to  the  United  States' Government ; 
that  he  was,  with  this  .view,  using  every  methpd  of  se- 
duction t6  eifeet  his  purpose,  offering  to  each  white 
inhabitant,  who  would  side  wjth  him,  fifty  acres  (^ 
land,  and  the  guarantee  of  his  religion  and  property; 
stipulatingi  aho,  that  the  American  Government  would 
pay  the  debts  of  t&e  Spanish  Gotvemmeat,  whether  due 
m  pensions  or  otherwise,  and  that  he  would  cause  the 
oflRcers  and  soldiers  of  the  garrisons  to"  be  conveyed  to 
such  place  as  should  be  indicated,  provided  they  did 
not  rather  choose  to  enter  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

M.  Be'Onis  hal  done- me  the  honor  to  communioate 
to  me  a  note,  #hiph  he  purposes  transmitting  to  you, 
sir,  in  conseque;^ce  of  this  detailed  and  most*  extraor-* 
diUary  intelligetice,  tnd  considering  the  intimate  alli- 
ance subsistingf  between  Spain  and  Great  ^Britain*  as 
wen  as  the  drcUif^stances  under  #hich  he  is  plAced  in 
thift  conntiy,  lie  has  urgently  requested  that  I  would 
accompany  bis  representation  v^th  a  letter  on  my  ^art 
in  supi)ort'of  it. " 

After' the  solemn  asseverations^  which  you  gsTe  n^e, 
in  the  mofith  of  July,  that  no  intentions  hostile  to  the 
Spanish  interests  in  Florida  existed  on  the  part  of  your 
Government,  I  am  wholly  unable  to  suppose  that  Got- 
ernOr  Matthews  can  haVe  had  prdeis  from  the  President 
for  ihecoiyduct  Vrhicbhe  is  stated  to  be  pursuing;  but 
^e  measures  he  is  said  to  be  taking  in  corresponding 
with  trahors,  and  in  endeavoring,  by  bribeij  and  every 
art  of  seduction,  to  infbse  a  spirit  of  rebelhen  into  the 
'subjbcts  of  the  King  of  Spam' in  those  quarters,  are 
such  as  to  create  the  liveliest  inquietude,  and  to  call 
for  the  most  early  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Gov-, 
emment  of  the  United  States.  . 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  ate  well  aware 
of  the  deep  intereet  i^hich  If}s  Royal  Highness,  the 
Prince  Re^t,  takes  in  the  security  of  Florida,  fbr  any 
attempt  to  occupy  (he  ea«tem  part  of  which  bv  the 
Trotted  States,  njit  even  the  slightest  pretext  could  be 
alleged,  such  as  wei«  brought  forward  in  the  endeavor 
to  justi^  the  aggression  on  West  Flbrida. 

I  conceive  it,  therefbre,  to*be  my  duty,  sir,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  alliance  aubsisting  between  Spain  and 
Great  Britain,  and  the  interests  of  His  MajeilyV  sub- 
jects in  the  West  India  blands,  so'  deeply  mvolved  in 
-the  security  of  East  Florida,  as  well  as  in  pursuatice  of 
the'  orden  of  my  Government,  in  case  of  any  attempt 
against  that  country,  to  lose  no  time  in  calling  upon 
yon  for  an  explanation  of  the  alarming  steps  which 
Govsrn<)r  Matthews  is  stated  to  be  taking  for  subvert)* 
ing  the  Spanish  authority  in  that  country,  requesting 
to  be  informad  by  you  upon  what  authority  he  can  be 
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ACtiDg,  alid  what  measurM  have  \^tk  tt^n  to  i>ut  a 
stop  to  fats  proceeding*. . 

I  have  the  l^nox  to  be,  iu, 

AUGUSTUS  J.  F08TE1L 

Hon.  JjLKBS  MoK|iok,  Ac 

Mr,  Monroe  to  Mr,  FoHer. 

NoVsmbia2,  1811. 

Sib:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  reqsive. your  letter  of 
September  6th»  and  to  subinit  it  to  the  view  of  the 
President. 

The  pritfcTpIef  whieh  have,  governed  the  United 
States  in  their  measures  relatiye  to  Wi^  Florida,  have 
already  been  explained  toyou."  With  equal  frankness, 
I  shall  now  coipmunicato  the  part  they  have  acte4  w>^ 
respedt  to  East  Florida. 

In  the  letfer  which  t  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
you  on  tH^  8th  of  Joly,  I  st4tod  the  injuries  which 
the  United  States  had  received  from  Spain,  since  their 
Revolutioni^iy  war,  and  particularly  by  spoliations  on 
their  commerce  in  the  last  war,  tom.^eai  amount,  anJ 
of  the  suppression  of  their  right  of  deposito  at  New  Or- 
leans, just  before  the  commenCQibent  of  th6  present 
war,  for  neither  of  ^hich  had  reparation  been  made. 
A  claim  to  indemnity  for  these  injuries  is  altogether 
unconnected  with  the  question  relating  to  West  Flori- 
da, which' was  acquired  by  cession  from  France  in  1803. 

The  Ooveniment  nf  Qpain  has  never  denied  the  ri^ht 
of  the  United  States  to  a  justiiqdemtiity  for  spoliations 
on  &eir  commerce.  In  1803,  it  exj^licitly  admitted 
this  right  by  entering  into  a  -convention,  the  object  of 
which  wa»  to  adjust  the  amount  of  the  claim,  with  a 
Tiew  to',, indemnity;  The  subsequent  injury,  by  the 
suppression  of  the  d^iesite  at  N^w  Orleans,  prodnce4 
an  important  change  in  th^  relations  |>etween  the  par-, 
ties,  which  has  never  been  ^accommodated.  The  Un;ited 
S^tes  saw  in  that  measure  eminent  cause  of  ycni^  and, 
that  war  did  not  immediately  ^-follow,  cannot  he  con- 
sidered in  any  other  light  than  as  a  proof  of  their  mod- 
eration and  paisific  policy.  The  .Executive  could  j^ot 
believe  that  the  GoverNracnit  of  Spain  would  reChse  to 
the  United  States  the  justice  due  to  these  aocumuUtod 
injuries^  when  tbr  subject  sh6uld  be  brought  soleminly 
before  it,  by  a  special  mission-  .  It  is  known  that  .an 
Envoy  Extraordinary  was  sent- to  Madrid,  in  180IS,  on 
this  subject,  atid  that  the  mission  did  not  accomplish 
the  obiect  intended  by  it. 

Jt  ii  proper  to  obeerve  that,  in  the  negotiation  with 
Spain,  in  1805.  the  injuries  complained  of  by  tlie  Uni- 
ted States  of  the  first  class, 'were  again,  sfibl^fitntially 
admitted  to  a  certain  extent,  as  was  that  also  ooca-^ 
aioned  by  the  Mppressioh  of  the  depodte  at  New  Or- 
leans, although  £e  Spanish  Government,  by  disclaim- 
ing the  act,  and  imputing  it  to  the  Intendant,  sought 
to^avoid.  the  responsibility  due  from  ii ;  Jthat,  to  make 
indemnity  to  the  United  Stales  far  injuries  of. every 
kind  a  cession  of  the  whole  territory  daimed  by  Spain 
^tward  of  the  Mississippi  was  >  made  the  subject  of 
negotiation,  and  that  the  amount  of  the  sum  demanded 
for  it  was  the  sold  tau^e  that  a  treaty  was  not  then 
ibrmtod,  and  Um^ territory  ceded.. 

Thil  United  States' have  considered  the  Government 
of  Spain  indebted  to  them  a  greater  sum  for  the  inju- 
ries above  stoted,  than  th^  province  of  East  Fiorida 
•can,  by  any  fair  standard  between  the  partiei^  be  esti- 
mated at. ..  They  have  looked  to  this  province  for  their 
indemnity,  and,  with  the  greater  reason,  becauite  the 
Govemn^snt  of  Spain  itself  has  countenanced  it.  .That 
•they  have  suffered  then  just  claims  to  remain  so  long 


unsatisfied,  is  a  new  ^nd  strong  proof  of  the  modera- 
tion, as  ills  of  their  respect  for  the  disordered  condi> 
tion  of  that  Power.  .There  is,  however,  a  period  be- 
yond which  thoB9  claims  ought  not  to  W  neglected.  It 
would  be  highly  improper  for  the  United  States,  in 
their  respect  for  Spain,  to  forget  what  they  owe  to 
their  own  character,  and  to  ^he  rights  of  their  iojared 
citizens. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  would  be  equally  an- 
just  and.  dishonorable  in  the  United  States  to  lu&r 
East  Florida  to  pass  into  the  possession  of  any  other 
Power.  Unj,U8t,  hecause  they  would  thereby  lose  the 
onj  j  indemnity  within  their  reach*  tor  iiyuries  which 
ougnt  long  since  to  have  been  redressed;  Dnhonor- 
abb,  because,  in  permitting  another  Power  to  wrett 
0x>m  them  that  indemnity,  their  ina<itivity  and  aqoi* 
efcence.  6ouId  only  be  imputed  to '  unworthy  motivet. 
Situated  as  East  Florida  is,  cutjaff  from  the  other  pot- 
sessions  of  Spaih,  and  surrounded  in  a  great  messun 
hy  the  teoritory  of  the  United  States,  and  having  ilfo 
an,  importent  beariilg  on  their  coiAmercei  no  other 
Power  could  think  of  taking  possession  of  it,  with  other 
than  liostile  vie>vs  tQ  them.  Nor  could  any  other 
Power 'toke  possession  of  it  without  endangering  their 
prosperity  and  best  intere^. 

The  United  States  have  not  been  ignorant  or  iDtt* 
tentive  to  what  has. beej[^  agitated  in  Europe,  at  difle^ 
ent  periods,  since  the  commencement  of  the  preeeot 
war,  in  regard  to  the  Spanish  provinces  in  this  hemii- 
phere ;  nor  have  they  beeii  unmindful  of  the  conse- 
quences into  which  the  disorders  of  Spain  might  letd, 
in  regard  to  the  provinces  in  question,  withoitt  due 
cvre  to  pi'event  it.  They  have  been  persua^  that 
remissness,  on  their  peirt,  might  invite  the  danger,  if 
it  had  not  already  done  it,  which  it  is  so  mtch  their 
interest  and  desire  to  preyent.  Deeply  impressed  with 
theise  considerations,  and  ^tixious,  vfhile  they  acquitted 
themselves  to  th^  juet  dainis  of  theii  constituents,  to 
preserve  friendship  with  other  Powers,  the  subject  wss 
brought  before  the  Congress  at  its  last  session,  when 
an  act  was  passed  Authorizing  the  Executive  to  accept 
possession  of  East  Florida"  ftom  the  local  authoritief, 
pr  po  take  it  against  the  attempt  of  a  foreign  Power  to 
occupy  it,  holding  it  in  either  case  subject  to  fotnre 
and  friend^  negotiation.  This  Act,  therefore,  evinces 
the  jiist  and  aniicable  views  by  which  the 'United  Sutes 
liavS  beeii  governed  towards  Spain,  in  the  measure  au- 
thorized *  by  it.  Our  Ministers  at  London  and  Paris 
were  immediately  apprized  of  the  act,  and  instructed 
,to  communicate  the  fmrport  of  it  to  both  Governments, 
and , to  explflfin,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  most  friendly 
b^an^er,  the  motives  which  led  to  it.  The  President 
could  not  doubt  that  sucK  an  explanation  wohld  give 
ail  the  satisfaction  th^t  tras  intended  by  it.  By  a  late 
letter  fi'om  the  Ameficaii  Charge  d^\ffanes  at  Lon- 
"don,  I  observe  that  this  Explanation  was  made  to  your 
Government  in  thd  month  of — --  last.  That  it  was 
not  sooner  made  was  o#ihg  to  the  nlerparture  of  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  beibre 
the  instruction  was  received. 

I  am  persuiided,  sir,  that  you  vM  see,  in  this  new 
of  the  subject,  very  strong  proof  of  the  j^st  and  amica- 
ble disposition  of  the  United  Stetes  towards  Spain,  of 
which  I  treated  in  the  conference  to  which  you  have 
alluded.  -The  same  disposition  still,  ex)sts,  but  it  must 
be  understood  that  it  cannot  be  indulged  longer  than 
mav  comport  with  the  safety  as  well  as  with  the  rights 
and  honor  of  the  nation.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAS.  MONKOE. 
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The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  the 
Spbakbr  observed,  that  the  ,  gentleman  from 
Vireinia  oo  the  right  of  the  Chair  was  entitled  to 
the  floor.     . 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  if  any  other  gentlemao 
had  any  observations  to  make  on  the  qoestiun,  he 
would  feel  obliged  to- him  if  he  would  offerthem 
then  ;  as  he  w^s  much  exhausted  by  the  fatigues 
of  the  morning,  and  would  be  g^ad  of  a  little  rime 
to  recruit  his  waste4  strength  and  spirits. 

After  a  considerable  pause — nogeatlemah-faav- 
iM  manifested  a  disposition  to  speak,  ,. 

Mr.  Randolph  ros^e.  He  -expressed  his  sense 
of  the  m^tive'which  had  induced  the  g^ntl^raan 
from  Tennessee  (Mr%  Grundy)  to  move  the  ad- 

Sommeni^  yesterday,  aad  of  the  politeness  of  the 
ouse  in  graDting  it ;  at  the  same  time. declaring 
that  in  point  of  fad  be  haci  little-causeio  be  thank- 
ful for  the  favor,  well-  intended  a^  he  kttew  it  to 
have  been — since  he  feJt  himself  even  iess  capa- 
ble of  proceeding  with  his  argument,  itfan  he  had 
been  on  the  precedinj^  day. 

It  was  a  question,  as  it  had  been  presented  to 
the  House,  of  peace  or  war.  In  that  light  it  had 
been  argued ;  in  no  other  li^ht  could  he  consider 
it,  after  tfafe  declarations  made  by  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Fpreign  Relations.  '  Without  in- 
tending any  disrespect  to  the  Chair,  h,e  must  b^ 
permitted  to  say,  that  if  'the  decixion  lyesterday 
was  correct,  **  That  it  was  not  in  order  to  ad- 
rance  any  arguments^  against  the resal  A tioo,  drawn 
from  topics  before  other  committees  of  the  House,^^ 
the  whole  debai^  nay,  the  report  itself  on  i^hich 
they  wer^  acting,  was.  disorderly  ;  sinoe  the  in* 
erease  of  the.  military  £6rbe  ,was'a  subject  at  that 
time  in  agkation.by  the  select  committee  raised 
on  that  branch  of  the  President's  Message.  But 
it  was  impossible  that  th6  discussion  of  a  question 
broad  as  the  w^  ocean  of  our  ibreign  cohoerns^ — 
involving  every  consideration  of  interest,  of  right, 
of  happiness  and  of  ftafetyat  home^^toi»ehing,  in 
every  point,  all  that  was  dear  fo  freemen,  ^*  their 
lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor  V^ — 
coold  be  tied  down  by  the  narrow  rules  of  tech- 
nical routine.  The  Cfommittee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tioos  had  indeed  decided  that  the  subject  of  arm- 
ing the  militja  (which  he  had- pressed  upon  them 
aa  indispensable 'to  the  public  security)  did  not 
eome  within  the  scope  of  their  anthdrity;  On 
what  ground,  he  had  Men  and  s^ill  was  unable  to 
•ee,  they  bad  f^it  themselv^es  authorized  (when 
that  stibject  was  before  anothej'  committee)  to 
recommend  the  raising  of  standing  armies,  with 
a  Tiew  (as  had  been  declared)  of  immediate 
war  ■>  war  not  of  defemee,..  but  of  ponquest,of 
aggrmndizemtnt,  of  ambition;  a  War  foreign  to  the 
interest  of  this  coufntry,  to  the  interests  of  hu-. 
manity  itself. 

He  ko6w  not  how  gentlemen,  calling-  them- 
selres  Repnblieans,  could  advocate  such  a  waf. 
What  was  their  doctrine  in  1798-^,  when  the 
command  of  the  army-^that  highest  of  all  pos^ 
wble  trusts  in  any  Government,  M  the  form  what 
it  may — was  reposed  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father 
of  his  Coontry,  the  sanctuary  of  a  nation's  love, 


the  only  hope  that  never  came  in  vain !  When 
other  worthies  of  the  Revolution — Hamilton. 
Pinckney,  and  the  younger  Washington — men  ot 
tried  .patriotism,  of  approved  conduct  and  valor, 
of  Qoiarmslred  honor,  held  subordinate  command 
under  him  !  Republicans  were  then  unwilling 
to  trust  a  atundihg  army,  even  to  his  hands  who 
had  given  proof  that  be  was  above  all  human 
temptation.  Where  now  is  the  Revolutionary 
hero  to  whom  you  are  about  to  conOde  this  sa- 
cred trust  7  -To  whom  will  you  confide  the  charge 
of  leading  the  flower  of  our.youth  to  the  Heights 
ef  Abraham  ?  Will  you  find  him  in  the  person  of 
an  acquitted  felon?  Wh^tl  then  you  were  on- 
wiihng  to  vote  an  army  where  such  men  as  had 
been  named  held  high  command  1  when  Wa^b- 
iNQTON  himself  was  at  the  head-^did  you  then 
show  such  reluctance,  feeUuch  scruples;  and  are 
you  now  nothing  loth,  fearless  of  every  conse- 
quence? 'Will  yon  say  that  your  provocations 
wer*.  less  then^  than  now  ?  W|ien  your  direct 
commerce  was  interdicted — your  Ambassadors 
hooted  with  derision  from  the  French  Court — 
tribute  demanded — actual  war  waged  upon  you! 
-Those  who  opposed  the  army  then,  were  in- 
deed denounced  as  the  partisans  of  France;  as 
the  same  men— some  of  them  at  least — are  now 
held  up  as  the  advocates  of  England ;  those  firm 
and  uudeviaiing  Republicans,  who  then  dared, 
and  now  dare,  to  cling  to  the  ark  of  the  Consii- 
lutiou,  to  defehd  it  even  at  the  expense  of  their 
fame,  rather  than .  surrender  themselves  to  the 
wihl  projects  of  mad  ambition!  There  was  a  fa- 
tality^tteoding  plenitude  of  power.  Soon  or  late, 
some  ufiapia  seizes  apon  its  possessjpts— they  fall 
from  the  dizzy  height  Ihrodgh  th^  giddiness  of 
their  own  heads. .  Xike  a  vast  esiate,  heaped  up 
by  the  labor  and  industry  of  one  man,  which  sel- 
dom survives  the  third  generation^power,  gained 
by  patient  assiduity,  by  |i  faithful  and  reguUr  dis- 
i^barge  of  its  attendant  duties,  soon  geU  above  its 
own  origin.  Intoxicated  with  their  own  great- 
ness the  F'ederal  narty  feU.  Will  not  the  same 
■causes  produce  the  same  effects  now,  as  then? 
$ir,  you  may  raise  this  army,  you  may  build  uj> 
this  vast  structure  of  patronage,  this  mighty  ap- 
paratus of  favoritism;  but-.*'lay  not  the  flatter- 
log  \inction  to  your  soul8"->-you  iHrill  never  live 
to  enjoy  the  succession*  .  You  sjgq  your  political 
death  warrant.      ; 

^  Mr.  R.  here  adverted  to  the  provocittion  to 
hostilities  fiom  shutting  i|p  the  Mississippi  by 
Spaih  in  180a— but  more  fully  to.  the  conduct 
Ql  the  .^ouse  in  1805-6,  tender  the  strongest  of 
ail  imaginable  pcovocatiires  to  w^r ;'  the  actual  in- 
vasion of  our  eouatry.  He  r^d  various  passages 
£rom,thb  President's  pubfic  Message  of  Decembei' 
a,  1805. 

.*'Qar  coasts  haVe  been  iafipsted  and  our  harbors 
watched  by  private  armed  vessels ;  some  of  them  with- 
out commissions^  some  with  illegal  commisskms,  others 
ifith  those  of  kgml  i>rm^,  bat  committing  sets  beyond 
th^  authoiitj  of  their  oommissioas.'^  [These  Mr  R. 
stated  to  have  been  Spanish  and  French  corsairs,  fitted 
ont  chiefly  in  the  western  ports  of  Cuba— the  Engliih 
xvuisers  complained  of  m  the  same  Message,  having 
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regular  comnriiflsionf  and  cafryqig  their' posKa  into  jport 
Ibradjadicatioii.]  <*Th€^  have  captaredi  in  the  yeij 
entrance  of  our  harboray^aa  weH  aa  on  tht;  high  aeaa^ 
Bot  only  the  Teeiela  of  our  frien^  coming  to  trade  witK 
iia,bat  our  own  alab.'  They  have  carried .  them'  off 
under  pretence  of  legal  adjudication^  but  not  daring 
to  approach  a  eourt  of  juatice,  they  have  pkpdered  and 
MUK  Aem  by  the  way,  or  in  obacure  piaoea,  where 
no  evidence  conld  criae  a^painat  them\  maltreated  the , 
creWa,  and  abandoned  them  in  the  open  'aea.,  -or  on  de- 
aert  aborea,  without  ibod  or  covering." 

^Widi  Spain  bur  negotiationa  for  a  aettlement  of, 
di^forencea  have  net  had  a  aatia&ctory  laane.  8poli»« 
tiona  during  the  former  wmr,  for  whi^  abe  had  form* 
ally  acknowledged  heraelf *  reapenaible,  have  been  re- 
fused to  be  compenaated  but  on  ctonditiQna  affecting 
other  claima/*  [thoae  for  French  i^Uationa  carried 
into  Spaniah  -porta J  **in  no  wate  connected  with 
them.  Yet  the  aame  prjictioea  ,  are  renewed  in  the 
present  war,  and  are  already  of  great  amount.  On 
th^  Mobile,  our  commerce  naasing  throu^  that  river, 
continues  to  be  obatructea  by  arbitrary  duties,  and 
vetatioos  searches.  Propbsitiohs  for  adjusting  ami* 
cably  the  boundaries  of  t/onisiana  have  not  been  ac- 
ceded to.  While,  however,  the  right  is  unsettled,  we 
hav^  ayoided  ch&nging  the  aU^-of  thlnga,  by  taking 
new  p^sts  ot  strengthening  ourselves  &i  the  disputed 
territories^  ita  the  hope  that  the.  other  Power  wootd 
not^  by  a  eontnoy  conduct,  oblige  us  to' meet  their  jeji* 
ample,  and  endanger  oonflicta  of  authority,  the  issne 
of  which  may  not  he  eaaily  controlled.  But  in  thia 
hope  we  Kave  now  reason  to  lessen  our  confidencse. 
Inroads  have  been  Vecen^tly-  made  into  the  Territories 
of  Orleans  and .  the  Mississippi."  [Bourbon  coliniy, 
pkrt  of  the  Qtate  of.  Georgia,  of  th^good  old  thirteen 
States !]  <*  Our  citizens  have  been  seized^  and  their 
property  plundered,  in  the  very  ports  ^  of  the  former 
which  had  been  actually  deliver^  up  by  Spain,  and 
this  by  the  regular  ofBcera  and  soldiers  of  that^Crov* 
emm^nt  I  have,  therefore,  found  it  necessary '  to 
give  orders  to  our  troops  on.  that  frontier,  £oi,  he  in 
readiness  to  protect  our  citizens,  and  repel  l>y  ^rms 
any  similar  aggressions  in  future."    . 

Mr.  R.  said^  that/on  the  6th  of  December, 
(three  days. afterwards)  a  secret . Message  was 
l^ceived  from  the  President,  which  was  referred 
to  a  committee  of  which  it  was  his  fate  to  be 
.Chairman.  Its  complexion  mjght  be  gathered 
from  the  reb0rt  lipon  it,  for  ^e  Message  itself  is 
not  inserted  in  the  secret  Journal,  .^ince  ordered 
to  be  prinfed.    He  read  the  report : 

**  The  committee  liave  beheld,  With  juat  indignation, 
the  hostile  spirit  mantfest^d  by  the  Court  <ff  Madrid 
towards  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  with* 
hoMing  the  ratification  of  its  convention  wHh  us,  al- 
though signed  by  ita  own  Minister,  under  the  eye  of 
fats  tjovereign,  unless  with*alterationa  of  ita  terms,  af- 
fecting okuns  of  the  United  States,  which,  bj^  the  ez« 
press  condttions  of  the  inatonment  iCbetf,  were  reserved 
for  future  discussion ;  in  piratical  depredatioAa  upon 
our'  fair  commerce ;  in  obstructing  the  na^vigatipn  of 
the  Mobile ;  in  refusing  to  come  to  anj  fair  and  ami* 
cable  ac]^U8tmeQt  of  the  boundaries  of  Louiiiana ;  and 
in  a  danng  violation,  by  persons  acting  undei^  the  au- 
thority of  Spain,  and,  no  doubt,  apprized  of  her  senti- 
ments and  viewa  of  our  undisputed  limits^  which  she 
had  sojpmnly  recognised  ^y  her  treaty. 

'*  To  a  Government  having  interesta  distinct  £rom 


those  of  its  people,  «nd  disregarding  their  wel&re, 
here  ia  aniple  cauae  for  a  formal  declaration  of  war,  on 
the  part  of  the  .United  Statea,  and  euch,.did  they  ob^ 
the  impulse  af  their  feeling  alone,  ia  thsfoourse  which 
the  committee  .would  not 'hesitate  to  recmmend:  but 
to  a  Government  identified  with  the  cnLens,  too  fiu 
removed  iVom  the.  powerful  nations  of  the  earth  lor  its 
aaiety>  ta  be  endangered  by  their  hoatiUty,  peace  moit 
always  be  desirable,  so  long  aa  it  is  compatible  with 
the  honor  and  interto^  of  tli^  community. 

«  WhQst  Uie  United  States  continue  burdeiied  widi 
a  debt  which  annually  absori)s  two-thirds  of  their  ref- 
enu9,  ahd  duties  upon  imports  constitute  the  only  re- 
source from  vrhich  that  revenue  can  be  raised,  without 
resorting  to  systems  .of  taxation  not  more  ruinous  sdcI 
oppressive  than  they  are  uncertain  and  preeBno^,the 
beatinteresta  of  the  Union  cry  aloud  fbr  peace.  When 
that  debt  ahall  have  been  dtsdmrged,  and  the  re^mcei 
of  the  nation  thereby.  Bberated,  then  may  we  ntionftBT 
expect  to  raise,  even  in  time  of  war,  the  supplies  wfaiii 
our  frt^  ihstitiitipna  leciuire,  withdut  recurring  le 
•the. hatefiil,  deatructive  expedient  of  loans:  then,  tad 
not  till  th'efl,  nlay  we  bid  defiance  to  the  world.  The 
present  moment,  is  peculiarly  ihupicious  for  this  grsst 
and  desirable  work.  Now,  if  ev«r,  the  national  debt 
is  to  be  paid  by  «uch  financial  acrangements.as  wiB 
accelerate  ifu  extinction,  by  reaping  the  rich  harvest  o^ 
neutrality,  an<f'  thus  providing  fo^  that  diminntioA  of 
revenue  which  experience  tea^chea  us  tp.ei^MCt  on  the 
general  {iacification  of  Europe.  And  the  committee 
ipdiil^e  a  hope,'that,ih  the  changed  aspect  of  il&irt 
in  that  qutrter,  Spain  will  find  motives  for  a  ^ust  fulfil- 
ment of  het  stipulations  with  us,  ai)d  an  amicable  eet- 
tiement  of  limits,  upoh  terms  not  more  benefidfclto  the 
United.  States  than  advantageous  to  herself;  securtng 
to  her  an. ample  barrier  on  fire  side  of  Mexico,' and  to 
na  the  countries  watered  by  the  Mississippi,  and  to 
the  eastward  of  it.  But,  whilst  the  committee  pereeive, 
in  the  general  uproar  of  Europe,  a  state  of  things  pe* 
culiarly  favorable,  to' the  p%aceaMe  pursuit  of  oncbeit 
intereete,  they  are  neither  'inaettaible  to  the  mdifBity 
which  hak  been  offisred  on  the  part  of  Spain,  nor  on* 
willing-to '  repel  similar  outrage.  On  the  subject  of 
self  defender  when  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
is  4nsult^  there  can  be  but  one  opinion,  whatever 
difierencea  muf  exist  on  the  question,  whether  thtt 
pirotectioq  which  a  vessel,  finds  in  oqr  harbors,  eball 
be  extended  to.her,hy  the  nation^  in  the  Indian  or 
Chinese  seas.  Under  this  impression'  the  committee 
subihit  the  following  resolution ;  the  annexed  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  wiU  explain  why  it  is  not 
more  exj^licit 

•*U6$olped,  Thai  such  number  of  troops  (noteioeed| 

ing  T •)  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shi^ 

.deem  ^fflcienr  td  protect  the  Southeiu  frontier  of  t«| 
United  States,  from  Spanish  inroada  and  insult,  ana 
to  chastise  the  same,  be  immediately  raiaed.^' 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  the  peculiar  siuiation  of  i^ 
froniier,  at  that  ume  insulted,  had  alone  iodacfa 
the  OQromitt^  to  recommend  the  raising  of  reg* 
ular  troops.  It  was  too  remote  from  the  p^^p* 
ulation  or  the  pouotry.for  the  militia  to  ^^^^ 
repelliDg  and-cbastising  Spanish  ii^ ur?ioo*-J^e^ 
Orleans  and  its  dependencies  were  separated  of 
a  vast  extent  of  wilderness  from,  the  sctilei»e«»' 
of  the  oW  United  Stales;  filled  with  a 'dislor^f 
and  tuifbulput .  people,  alien  to  our  inslit«l»^?j 
language,  and.  mann^tt  and  disaffected  tow^^os 
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oar  €k>vernmeDt.>  Little  reliance  could  be  placed 
upon  them,  and  it  was  plain,  that  If  '*  it  was  the 
inteDfion  o^pain  to  advance  on  our  possessions 
until  she  sbflild  be  repulsed  by  an  opposing  force,^' 
that  force  pust  be  a  regular  arn^^j  unless  we 
were  disposed  to  abandon  all  the  country  south 
of  TeoDessee.  That  if  "  the  protection  of  our 
citizens  and  the  spirit  and  the  honor  pf  our  coun- 
try required  that  force  should  be  interposed,^' 
nothioz  remained  but  for  the  Legislature  to  grant 
the  only  practipable  means^  or  to  shrink  from  tlie 
most  sacred  of  all  its  duties — to  abandon  the  soil 
and  its  inhabitaqts  to  the  tender  mercy  of  hostile 
invaders. 

Tet  this  report,  moderate  as  it  was,  had  been 
deemed  of  too  stroilg  a  character  by  the  House. 
It  was  rejected:  and^at  the  ittotion  of  a  genilenian 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Bidwcll,) — who'  had 
since  taken  a  great  fancy  also  to- Canada,  and 
marched  off  thither^  in  advance  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  llelaiions— r«  $2,000,000  were  ap- 
propriated toward,"  fnot  in  full  of)  ''any  extra- 
*  ordinary  expense  Which  migfht  be  in(furred  in 
'  the  lotercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
'  foreign  nations  :^  in  t)ther  words,  to  buy  of^  at 
Parrs,  Spanish  aggressions  at  home. 

Was  this  fact\giveh  in  evidence  of  our  impar- 
tiality towards  the  'belligerents  f— «that  to  the  in- 
sults and  injuries  and  actqal  invasipn  of ''one  of 
them  wV  opposed  not  bullets,  but.  dollars ;  that  to 
Spanish  invasion  ^6  opposed,  money,  whilst  for 
British  aggression  on  the  high  seas  we  had  arms  ; 
offensive  war?-  But  Spain  was  then  shieldfd, as, 
well  as  instigated,  by  a  greater  Power.  Hence 
our  respect  for  her.  Had  we  at^that  time  acted 
as  .we  ought  to  hav^  done  in  defence-of  rights,  of 
the  naicde  $otum  itself,  w^  should  (he  felt  confix 
dent^  have  avoided  that  series  of  insult,  disgrace, 
and  injtfry,  which  had  been  poured  oiit  upon  us 
in  long  unbroken  succession.  We  would  not 
then  raise  a  small  regular  force  for  a  country 
where  the  miHtia  <^ould  not  act.  to  de(end  oUr. 
own  Territory ;  now,'' we  are  willing  to  levy  a 
great  army,  for  great  it  must*  be,  to  accomplish, 
the  proposed  object,  for  a  war  oif  conquest. and 
ambition— and  this,  too,  aft  the  very  entrance  of 
the  ••  Northern  Hive,"  of  the  strongest  part -of  the 
Union. 

An  insinuation  had  failen  from  the  ^entl^mall 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Qrvkby.)  that  the  late 
massacre  of  our  brethren  on  the  Wabash  had  been 
instilled  by  ttie  British  Gbvei'ninent.  Has  the 
President  given  any  stKfh  information  ?  has  thb 
gentleman  receiv'ed  Any  such,  even  informally, 
m>m  any  officer  of  this  Government  ?  Is  it  so 
believed  by  the  Adnliniitration  1  He  had  cause 
to  think  the  contrary  to  be  'the  fact ;  that  such 
was  not  their  opinion.  This'  insinuation  was  of 
the  grossest  kind— a  presumption  the  mo^t  rash, 
the  most  unjustifiable.  Show  but  good  ground 
for  it,  he  would  give  up  the  question  at  the  thres- 
liold — he  was  ready  to  march  to  Canada.  It  was 
indeed  well  calculated  to  excite  the  feelings  of 
the  Western  people  particularly,  who  were  not 
quite  so  tenderlv  attached  to  our  red  brethren  as 
some  modern  pnilosophers ;  but  it  wtfs  destitute 


of  any  foundation,  beyond  mere  surmise  and  sus- 
picion. Wbat  would  be  thought,  if,  without  any 
proof'  whatsoever,  a  member  should  rise  in  his 
place  and  tell  us,  that  the  massacre  in  Savannah, 
a  massacre  perpetrated  by  civilised  savages,  with 
French  commissions  in  their  pockets,  was  excited 
by  the  F^r^ch  Government  ?  There  ^as  an  easy 
and  natural  sulutioo-of  thelate  trans4cii(ta  on  the 
WabasL  in  th^  well  knpwn  character  of  ^he  ab- 
orfgin'al  savage  of  Nortlj'Araeriea^  without  resort- 
ing'to  any  such  mere  conjectural  estimate*  He 
was  sorry  to  say  that  for  this  signal  calamity  and 
disgrace  the  House  was,  in  part,  at  Uast,  answer- 
able. Sessioa^  after  session,  their  table  Md  been 
piled  up  ^ith  Indian  ti^eaties,  for  which  the  ap-  , 
propriations  had  been  voted  as  a  matter  of  course, 
without.exaininatiqn.  Advantage  had  been  taken 
of  the  ^pirlC  of  the  Indians,  l^roken  by  the  war 
which  ended  in  th6  Treaty  of  Greenville.  Under 
(he  ascendency  th^n  acquired  over  them,  they 
had  been  pent  up  by  subsequent  treaties  into 
nooks,  straightened  in  their  quarters  by  a  blind 
cupidity,  seeking  to  extinguish  their  title  to  im- 
mense wildernesses,  fbr  which,  (possessing,  as  we 
do  already,  more  land  than  we  can  sell  or  use) 
We  shall  not  have  occasion,  for  half  a  century  to 
come,  .vft  was  our  own  thirst  for  terruory,  our 
own  want  of  moderatipn,  that  had  driven  these 
sons  of  nature  to  desperation,  of  which  we  felt  the 
effects*^  ,  - 

Mr.  R..  although  not  personally  'acquainted 
with  thef  lite  <3olonel  Daviess,  felt,  he  was  per- 
suaded,.as' deep  and  serious  regret  for  his  loss 
as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  himself.  He 
knew  'him  only  through  the  representation  of 
a  fi-iend  of  the  deceased  (-Mr.  Rowan)  sometime 
a  member  of  that  House  ;  a  man,  wlio,  for  native 
force  4;f  intellect,  manliness  pf  character,  and  high 
sense  of  honor,  was  not  inferior  to  any  that  had 
ever  sat  there.  With  him  he  sympathized  in  the 
severest  calamity  that  could  befall  a  man  of  his 
cast  Of  ebatacter.  Would  to  Qod  nhcjr  were 
bdih  then  on  the  fioori  From  his  personalknowl- 
edge  of  the  one,  he  felt  conjident  that  he  would 
have  his  support — and  he  Relieved  (judging  of 
him  frohl  tAe  representation  of  their  common 
friend)  of  the  other  also. 

'He  could  but  smile  at  the  liberality  of  the  gen- 
tleman, in  giving  Canada  to  New  York,  in  order  to 
strengthen  the,  Northern  balance  of  powelr,  while  \ 
at  (he  same  time  he  forwarned  her  that  the  West- .  1 
ern  scal^  must  preponderate.    Mr.  R.  said  he   . 
coul(i  almost  fancy  thitt  he  saw  the  Capitol  in  ( 
motion  towards  the  falls  of  Ohio^^after  a  short 
sojourn  taking  its  flight  to  the  Mississippi,  and 
finally  alizhtiog  on/  Darienj  which,  when  the 
gen tleman'3  dreams  are  realized,  will. be  a  most 
eligii>le  seat  of  Government  for  the  new  Republic 
(or  Eoipire)  of  the  two  Americas !    But  it  seemed 
that  "jn  1808  we  talked  and  acted  foolishly,"  and 
to  give  some  color  of  consistency  to  that  folly, 
we  must  now  commit  a  greater.    Really  he  could 
not  conceive  of  a  weaker  reason,  .offered  in  sup- 
port of  a  present  measure,  than  the  justification 
of  a  former  folly.    He  hoped  we  should  act  a 
wiser  part— 'take  warning  by  our  follies,  since  we 
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had  become  sensible  of  them,  anij  resolve  to  talk 
and  act  foolishly  no  more.  It  was  indeed  high 
time  to  give  over  such  preposterous  language  and 
proceedings. 

This  war  of  conquest,  a  war  for  the  acquisition 
of  territory  and  .subjects,  is  to  be  a  new  coiiimen- 
tary  on  the  doctrine  that  Republics  ace  destitute 
of  ambition — that  ihey  are  addicted  to  peace, 
wedded  to  the  happiness  and  safely  of  the  great 
body  of  their  people.  But  it  seem&  this  is  to  be  a 
holiday  campaign — there  is  to  be  no  expense  of 
blood,  or  treasure,  on  our  part — Canada  is  to  con- 
quer herself—she  is  to  be  subdued  by  the  princi- 
ples of  fraternity.  The  people  of  that  country 
are  first  to  be  seduced  from  their  allegiance,  and 
converted  into  traitors,  as  preparatory  to  the  mak- 
ing them  good  citjzebs.  Altfiough  he  must  ac!- 
knowledgethat  some  of  our  flaming  patriots  were 
thus  mjanufactured,  he  did  not  thiuk  the  process 
would  hold  good  with  a  whole  conimaniiy.  It 
was  a  dangerous  experiment.  We  were  to  suc- 
ceed in  the  French  mode  by  the  system  of  frater- 
nization— all  is  French  !  but  how  dreadfully  it 
might  be  retorted  on  the  Southern  and  Western 
slaveholding  Slates.  He  detesied  this  suborna- 
tion qf  treason.  No — if  he  must  have  them,  let 
them  fall  by  the  valor  of  our  arms,  by  fair,  legiii- 
tuateconq^uest;  not  become  the  viciims  of  treach- 
erous seduction. 

He  was  not  surprised  at  the  war  spirit  which 
was  manifesting  itself  in  gentlemen  from  the 
South.  In  the  year  1805-6,  in  a  struggle  for  the 
carrying  trade  of  belligerent  colonial  produce,  this 
country  had  been  most  unwisely  brought  into  col- 
lision with  the  great  Powers  of  Europe.  By  a 
series  of  most  impolitic  and  ruinous  measures,  ut- 
terly incdDiprehensible  to  every  rational,  sober- 
ipinded  man,  the  Southern  planters,  by  their  own 
votes,  had  succeeded  in  knocking  down  the  price 
of  cottj[>n  to  seven  cents,  and  of  tobacco  (a  few 
choice  crops  excepted)  to  nothing — and  in  raising 
the  price  of  blankets,  (of  which  a  few  would  not 
be  amiss  in  a  Canadian  campaign,)  coarse  wool- 
lens,' and  every  article  of  first  necessity,  three  or 
four  hundred  per  cent.  And  now  that,  by  our  own 
acts,  we  have  brought  ourselves  into  this  unpre- 
cedented condition,  we  must  get  out  of  it  in  any 
way,  but  by  an  acknowledgement  of  our  own 
want  of  wisdom  and  forecast.  But  is  war  ihe 
true  remedy  ?  Who  will  profit  by  it?  Specula- 
tors— a  few  lucky  merchants,  who  draw  prizes 
in  the  lottery — commissaries  and  coptractors. 
Who  must  suffer  by  it  ?  The  people.  It  is  their 
blood,  their  taxes,  that  mUst  flow  to  support  it. 

But  gentlemen  avowed  that  they  would  not  go 
^0  war  for  the  carrying  trade — that  is,  for  any 
other  but  the  direct  export  and  import  trade — that 
which  carries  our  native  products  abroad,  and 
brings  back  the  return  cargo  5  and  yet  they  siiclde 
for  our  commercial  rights,  and  will  go  to  war  for 
ihei^  !  He  wished  t6  know,  in  point  of  principle, 
wiiat  difference  gentle^ien  could  point  out  be- 
tween the  abandonment  of  this  or  of  that  mari- 
time right?  ' Do gentiemei^ assum^  the  lofty  port 
and  tone  of  chiraj^ous  redre^ors  of  maritiaie 
wrong8|  and  declare  their,  readiness  to  surreoder 


every  other,  maritime  right,  provided  they  may 
I  remain  unmolested  in  the  exercise  of  the  humble 
!  privilege  of  carrying  their  own  produce  abroad, 
and  bringing  back  a  return  cargo  ?     ^o  you  make 
I  this  declaration  to  the  enemy  at  the  tutset  ?     Do 
;  you  stale  the  minimum  with  which  you  will  be 
f  contented,  and  put  it  in  her  power  to  close  with 
I  your  proposals  at  ber  option ;  give  her  the  basfs 
I  of  a  treaty  ruinous  and  disgraceful  beyond  exam- 
I  pie  and  expression  7  and   this  too  after  having 
I  turned  up  your  noses  in  disdain  at  thejreaties  of 
Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Monroe  !     Will  you  say  to  Eng- 
land, "  end  the  war  when  you  please,  g\ve  us  the 
direct  trade  in  our  own  produce,  we  are  cooteot  P 
But  what  will  the  merchants  of  Salem,  aad  Bos- 
ton, and  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  and  Balti- 
more, the  men  X)f  Marblehead  and  Cape  Cod.  say 
to  this?  Will  they  join  in  a  war  professing  to  nave 
for  its  object  what  they  would  consider  (and  jobtly 
100)  as  the  sacrifice  of  their  maritime  rights,  yet 
affecting  to  be  a  war  for  the  protectroo  of  com- 
merce ? 
I      He  was  gratified  to  find  gentlemen  acknowledg- 
ing the  demoralizing  and  destructive  consequen- 
ces of  the  non-imporlation  law — confessing  the 
truth  of  all  that  its  opponents  foretold  when  it  was 
enacted.     And  will  you  plunge  ^ourselve^  in  war, 
because  you  have,  passed  a  foolish  and  raioous 
law,  anti  are  ashamed  to  repeal  it?.  ^But  our 
good  friend  the  French  Emperor  stands  in  the 
way  of  its  repeal,"  and  as  we  panho^  go  coo  far 
in  making  sacrifices  to  him,  who  has  given  such 
demonsiraiion  of  his  love  for  the  Americans,  we 
must,  in  point  of  fact,  become  parties- to  his  war. 
•*  Who  can  be  so  cruel  as  to  refuse  iiim  this  favor?" 
His  imagination  shrunk  from   the   miseries  of 
such  a  connexion.     He  called  upon  the  Hous^  to 
reflect  whether  they  were  not  about  to  abandon 
all  reclamation  for  the  unparalleled  outragesf^  in- 
sults ^and  injuries"  of  the  French  Government, 
to.  give  up  our  claim  for  plundered  uiUions;  and 
asked  what  reparation  or  atonement  -tbey  oonld 
expect  to  obtain  in  hours  of  faiure  dalliance,  af- 
ter they  should  have  made  a  tender  of  thjcir  per- 
son to  this  great  deflowerer  of  the  virgil^ity  of 
republics.    We  had  by, our  own  wis^  (be  would 
not  say  vjise-acre)  oaeasures.  so  increased  the 
trade  and  wealth  of  Mbntreai  and  Q.ue'bec,  tlttt 
at  last  we  began  to  east  a  wistful  eye  at  Canada. 
Having  done  «o  much  towards  its  improvement 
by  the  exercise  of  •*  our  restrictive  energies,"  we 
began  to  think  the  laborer  Worthy  of  bis  hire,  and 
to  put  in  claim  for  our  portion.    Suppose  it  cart, 
are  we,  any  nearer  to  our  point?    As  his  Minis- 
ter said  to  the  King  of  Epirus,  "  may  we  not  as 
well  take  our  bottle  of  wine  before  as  after  this 
exploit?''    Go!    march  to  Canada!  leave  the 
broad  bosom  x>[  the  Chesaoeake  and  ber  hundred 
tributary  Vivers — the  whole  line. of  seacoast  from 
Machias  to  St.  Mary's,  unprotected !    You  have 
taken  ^uebec-^have . you  conquered  England? 
Will  )rou  seek  for  the  deep  foundations  of  her 
power  'i^  the  fruz^  deserts  of  Labrador  ? 

f*  Her  march  is  on  the  mountain  Wave, 
Her  home  is  oa  the  deep  !" 


Digitized  by 


Google 


449 


HISTORY  or  CONGRESS. 


450 


Dbosmbbr,  1811. 


f\jreign  Relatimu, 


H.OFl 


Will  yo«  cull  upoD  her  to  leave  yoar  ports  and 
harbors  untouehed,  only  just  till  yoa  cao  returo 
from  Canada,  to  deSfend  them  ?  The  coast  is  to 
be  left  defenceless,  whilst  mei>  of  the  interior  are 
revetliog  in  .conquest  and  spoil.  Bat  grant  for  a 
moment,  for  mere  argumeat's  sake,  that  in  Can- 
ada yoo  touched  the  sinews  of  her  strength,  instead 
df  removing  a  clog  upon  her  resources — an  en- 
cumhraoce,  but  one,  which,  from  a  spirit  of  hon- 
or, she  will  vigorously  defend.  In  what  situation 
would  you  ihen^place  seqac  of  the  best  men  of  the 
naiion  ?  As  Chaibam  and  Burke,  and  the  whole 
band  of  her  patriots,  praye<for  her  defeat  in  1771$, 
so  mast  some  of  the  truest  friends  to  their 
coon  try  deprecate  the  success  of  our  arms  against 
the  only  Power  that  holds  in  check  the  arch- 
eaemy  of  mankind.  * 

Mt«  R.  declared,  that  the  committee  had  out- 
stripped the  Executive.  In  designating  the  Power 
against  whom  this  force  was  to  be  employed— *as 
bad  most  nnadvisably  been  done  in  the  preamble 
or  joaaifesto  with  which  the  resolutions  were 
prelaoed — they  had  not  eonsu)ted  the  views  ot 
the  £zeootive;  that  designation  was  equivalent 
to  an  abandonment  of  all  oar  claims  on  the  French 
Giovernmeat,  No  sooner  was  the  report  laid  on 
the  table,  than  the  vultures  were  flocking  round 
their  prey,  the  carcass  of  a  great  Military  Estab- 
lishment— men  of  trained  reputation,  of  broken 
fortunes  (if  they  ever  had^ny)  and  of  battered 
coDstltutions, ''  choice  spirits,  tired  of  the  dull  pur- 
suits of  civil  life,^'  #ere  seeking  after  agencies  and 
coonmissions  ^  willing  to  doze  in  gross  stupidity 
oFer  tUe  public  fire;  to  light  the  public  candle  at 
boihends.  Honorable  men,  ondoubtedly  there  were 
ready  to  serve  their  country,  but  what  man  of 
spirit,  or  of  self-respect,-  would  accept  a  commis- 
aion  m  the  present  Arniy  1 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Qrvndy) 
had  addressed  himself,  yesterday,  exclusively  to 
the  "Republicans  of  this  House."  Mr.  R.  kbew 
not  whether  he  might  consider  hiknseif  as  entitled 
to  any  part  of  the  benefit  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's discourse.  It  belonged  not,  however,  to 
that  gentleman  to  decide.  If  we  must  have  an 
exposition  of  the  doctrines  of  Republicanism,. he 
should  receive  it  from  the  fathers  of  the  church, 
auftd  not  from  the  joniojr  apprentices  of  the  krw. 
He  should  appeal  to  his  worthy  friends  from  C^^- 
olina,  (Messrs.  MacOn  and  Stanford,.)  ^^  men 
iwiih  whom  he  had  measured  hi)^  strength,"  by 
whose  s^le  he  had  fought  duVing  the  reign  of  ter- 
ror, for  it  was  indeed  an  hour  of-  corruption,  of 
oppression,  of  pojlutlon.  It  was  not  at  all  to  hjs 
UMte,  that  sort  of  Repobljcattism  which  waK  sup- 
ported on  this  side  or  the  Atlantic  by  the  father 
of  the  sedition  law,  Johp  Adhms,  and  by  Peter 
PoffcopiB^  OB  the  other.  RepuUicanism  t  df  John 
Adams  1  and  William  Cobbett  I  Par  mobile  fro- 
trmm^  now  united  as  in  1798,  whom  the  cruel  walls 
of  Newgate  alone  keep  from  fljfing  to  each  other's 
embraee^-but  whom,  in  sentiment,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  divide !  Qaiiant  cHisaders  in  the  holy 
•VQKofRepoblicanism!  Such  "Republicanism 
does  indeed  mean  anything  or  nothing.^ 

Our  people  will  not  submit  to  be  taxed  for  this 
UthCoir.  IstSsss.— 15 


war  of  conquest  and  dominion.  The*  Gtovcfrn- 
ment  of  the  United  States  was  not  ealcAnted  t(>-» 
wage  ofien^ive  foreign  war — it  was  instituted  for 
the  eommon  defence  and  general  welfare  ;  and 
whosoever  should  embark  it  in  a  war  of  offence, 
would  put  it  to  a  test  which  it  was  by  no 
means  calculated  to  endure.MVfake  it  out  that 
Great  Briuin  had  instigated  the  Indians  on  the 
late  ocicasien,and  he  wfts  ready  for  battle  i  but 
not  for  dominion,  tie  was'  unwilling,  however, 
under  present  circumstances,  to  take  Canada,  at 
tbe^isc  of  the  Constitution — to  embark  in  a  com- 
mon cause  with  France  and  be  dragged  at  the 
wheels  of  the  car  of  some  Burr  or  Bonaparte. 
For  a  firentleman  from    Tennessee  or  deattea* 

See,  or  Lake  Champlain,  there  may  be  some 
irospect  of  advantage.  Their  hemp  would  bear 
a  great  price  by  the  exclusion  bf  foreign  supply. 
In^tjiat  too^Cgrfat  importers  were  deeply  inter^ 
ested.  The-upper  country  oirthe  HudsoiL  and 
the  Lakes  would  be  enriched  by  the  supplies  for 
the  troops,  which  they  alone  could  fiirnish.  They 
would  have  the  exclusive  market :  to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  increased  preponderance  from  the  ae* 
(juisition  of  Canada  and  that  section  of  the  Union, 
which  the  Southern  and  Western  Sutes  had  al- 
ready felt  so  severely  in  the  apportionment  bilK 

Mr.  R.  adverted  to  the  defenceless  state  of  o\h 
seapoirts;  and  particularly  of  the  Chesapeake.  A 
single  spot  only,  on  both  shores^  might  be  consid- 
ered in  tolerable  security — from  the  nature  ol  the 
port  and  the  strength  of  the  population-r^and  that 
spot  irohappily  governed  the  whole  Sute  of  Mary-' 
land.  His  friend,  the  late  Ooveraorof  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Lloyd)  at  the  very  time  he  was  bringing 
his  warlike  resolutions  before  the  Legislature  of 
the  State,  was  liable,  on  any  night,  to  be  taken 
out  of  bid  6ed  and  carried  ofif  with  his  fatnily,  by 
the  most  contemptible  picaroon.  Such  was  the 
situation  of  manyafamily  in  Maryland  and  lower 
Virginia. 

Mr.  R.  dwelt  on  the  danger  arising  from  the 
black  popntation.  He  said  he  would  touch  tliis 
subject  as  tenderly  as  pbssiWe— it  was  witht  re- 
luctance that  he  touched  it  at  all — but  in  nise s  of 
rit  emergency,  the  -State  physician  mast  not 
deterred  by  a  siekiy,  -hysterical  humanity, 
from  fpobin^  tne  wound  of  hir  patient— ^fae  most 
not  be  withheld  by  a  fastidious  aAd  mistaken 
hiimanitv  from  representing  his  true  situation  to 
his  frienus,  or  even  to  the  sick  matf  himself,  where 
the  occasion  eaUed  'for  it  What  was.  the  akna- 
tion  of. the  siavehelding  States?  During  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  so  fixed  were  their  habitil 
of  subordination,  that  when  the  whole  Soothem 
conntry  was  overrun  by  the  enemy,  who  invited 
them.  10  desert,  no  fear^was  ever  entertained  of 
an  insurrection  of  the  slaves.  During  the  war  of 
seven  years,  with  our  country  in  possession  of  the 
enemy,  no  such  dangler  was  ever  apprehendec|. 
But  should  we  therefore  be  unobservant  specta- 
tors of  the  progress,  of  society  within  the  last 
twenty  years— of  the  silent  but  powerful  chang|e 
wrought  bv  time  and  chance,  iipon  its  ooniposi- 
tion  and  temper?  When  the  fountains  of^  the 
great  deep  of  abomination  were  broken  np^  aVen 
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the  poor  slaves  had' not  escaped  t^c  gpeberal  del- 
uge. T^  French  Revolution  had  polluted  even 
them.  Nay,  there  had  not  beem  wantiAur  men  in 
that.  House,  witness  their  Legpislative  Legendre, 
tb?  butcher  who  once  held  a  seat  there,  to  preach' 
upon  that  floor  these  impresccjptible  rights  to  a 
crowded  audieode  of  black?  in  the  galleries — 
teaching  them  that  they  are  equal  to  their  maa* 
ters;  in  other  wprds,  advising  them  t^  cu^  their 
throats.  ,  Similar  doctrines  were  disseminated 
by  pedlers  irom  New  England  and  elsewhere, 
throughout  the  Southerii  codntry— and  roasters 
had  Wn  found  so  infatuated,  ^s  by  their  live^ 
and  conversation,  by  a  general  contempt  of  ord?r, 
morality,  and  religion,  unthinkiDgly  to  cli«rish 
tbes^  seeds  of  self^estruction  to  them  and  their 
families  What  was  the  consequence?  Within 
the  last  ten  years,  repeated  alarms  of  insurrection 
among  the-  slaves^o-some  of  them  awful  indeed. 
From  the  spreading  of  this  infernal  doctrine,  the 
whole  Southern  country  had  been  thrown  ik>to  a 
state^of  insecurity.  Men  dead  to  the  operation 
of  moral  causes,  had  taken  away  from  the  poor 
slave  his  habits  of  loyaitjr'and  obedience  <o  his 
Doaster,  which  lightened  hia  servitude  by  a  double 
operation ;  beguiling,  bis  own  cares  and  disarm-, 
ing  his  master's  suspicions  and  severity  ;  and  now, 
like  tpue  empirics  in  politics,  you  are  called  upon 
to  trust  to  the  mere  physical  strength  of  the  fetter 
which  holds  him  :in  bpiidage.  You  have  deprived 
him  of  all  moral  'restraint,  you  have  tempted 
him  to  e^t  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  knowledge, 

i'oBt  enough  to  perfect  him  in  wickedness f  you 
lave  opened  his  eyes  to  his  nakedness*;  you  have 
armed  his  nature  against  the  band  that  has  fed, 
that  has  clothed  him,  that  has  cherished  him  in 
sickness;  that  hand,  which  before  -he  became  «. 
pupil  of  your  school,  he  had  been  accustomed  to 
press  with  respectful  affection.  You  have  done 
all  ^his^and  then  showhim  the  gibbet  ^nd  the 
wheel,  as  incentives  to  a  ^uHen,  repugnant  obe- 
dience. Ood  forbid,  sir,  that  the  Southern  States 
should  ever  see  an  enemy  on  their  shoresi  with 
these  ii^Teraal  principles  of  French  fraternity  in 
the  van  !  While  talking  of  taking  Canada,  some 
of  us  were  shuddering  for  our  own  safety  at  hdkne. 
Bespoke  from  faets,  when  he  said  that  the  night- 
bell  never  tolled  for  fire  to  iiichmoBd  that  the 
mother  did  not  hUff  her  infant  more  cloedy  to  her 
bosom.  He  had  been  a  witness  of  some  of  the 
alarms.in  the  capital  of  Virginia. 

How  had  we  shown  our  sympathy  with  the 
patriots  ofSpain,  or  with  her  Amencan  provineeaT 
By  seizing  od  one  of  them,  her  claim  to  which 
we  had  formerly  respected,  as  sooo^  as  the  parent 
country  was  embroiled  at  home.  Was  it  thus  we 
yielded  them  assistance  against  the  arch-fiend  who 
is  grasping  at  the  sceptre  of  the  civilised  world. 
The- object  of  France  is  as  much  Spanbh  Amer- 
ica as  Old  Spain  herself.  Much^s  he  hated  a 
standing  army  he  could  almost  find  it  in  his  heart 
to  vote  one,  could  it  be  sent  to  the  assistance  of 
the  Spanish  patriots. 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  unjust  and 
illiberal  imputation  of  British  attachments,  against 
ceHaia  characters  in  this  cooBtry,  sometimet  ift- 


sinaated  in  that  House,  but  openly  avowed  out  of 
it.  Against  whom  were  the^  chiarges  brought  1 
Against  men.  who  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
were  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  tr  fighting 
the  battles  of  yogr  country.  And  by  whom  were 
they  made?  By  runaways,  chiefly  from  the 
Bxitish  dominions,  since  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Freneh  troubles.  He  indignantly  said — it  is  in- 
sufferable. U  cannot  be  borne.  It  must,  and 
ought,  with  severity,  be- put  down  in  this  House, 
and,  out  of  it.  to  meet  the  lie  direct.  We  have  no 
fellow  feeling  for  the  suffering  and  oppressed 
Spaniards  1  Yet  even. them  we  do  not  reprobate. 
Strange !  that  we  should  hav6  no  objection  to  any 
people  or  Qovernment,  civilized  or  sa vase,  in  the 
whole  worlds  The  great  Aiitocrat  of  all  the 
Russias  received  the  homage  of  oiir  high  consid- 
eration. The  Dey  of  Algiers  and  his  Divan  of 
Pimtes  are  very  civily  good  sort  of  peofde,  with 
whom  we  find  no  difficulty  in  maintaining  the 
relations  of  peace  and  amity — ^  Turks,  Jews,  and 
Infidels  ;"  Mellimelli,  or  the  Little  Turtle ;  Bar- 
'  biirians  and  savages  of  every;  clime  and  color, 
are  welcome  }o  our  arms.  With  chiefs  of  bae- 
ditti,  negro  or  mhlatto,  we  can  treat  and  can  trade. 
Name,  however,  but  -England,  and  all  our  anti- 
pathies are  up  in  arms  against  her.  Against 
whoni?  Against  those  whose  blood  runs  in  our 
veins;  in  common  with  whom  we  claim  Shaks- 
pea  re,  and  Newton,  and  Chatha-m.  for  our  coun- 
trymen:  whose  form  of  government  is  the  freest 
on  earth,  our  own  only  exceftted;  from  wJiom 
every  valuable  prinoipla  of  our  own  institutions 
has  been  borrowed — representation,  jury  trial, 
voting  the  supplies,  wirit  of  habeas  corpus — our 
whole  civil  andcriminal  jurisprodence-^gainat 
our  fellow  Protestants  identified  in  blood,  in  lan- 
gugge,in  religion  with  ourselves.  In  whatsehool 
did  the  worthies  of  our  land,  the  Washingtoos, 
•Henrys,  Hancocks,  Franklins,  Rutledges  of  Amer- 
ica learn  those  principles  of  civil  liberty  which 
were  so  nobly  asserted  by  their  wisdon^ami  valor? 
And  American  resistance  to  British  usurpation 
had  not  been'more  warmly  cherished  by  these  great 
men  i^nd  their  compatriou ;  not  more  by  Wash- 
ington, Hancook,  and  Henry,  than  by  Chathaoi 
and  his  illustrious  as80<?iaies  to  the  British  Par- 
liament. It  ou(^ht  to  be  remembered,  too,  that  the 
h^art  of  the  Ejiglish  people  was  with  us.  Ic  was 
aselfinh.and  cOi;rupt  Ministry,  and  their  serrile 
tools,  %o  whom  we  were,  not  mpre  -opposed  than 
tl^ey  were.  He  trtfeted  that  none  sueh  n^ght 
ever  exist  among  us-^for  tools  will  never  be 
wanting  to  subserve  the  purposes,  however  raio- 
ousor  wicked,  of  £ings  and  Ministers  of  State. 

He  acknowledged  the  influence  of  a  Shaka- 
peare  and  Milton  upon  hfs  imagination,  of  a  Locke 
upon/4iis  understatiding,  of  a  Sidney  upon  his 
political  principles,  of  a  .Chatham  upon  qualities 
which,  would  to  Qodi  he  possessed  in  comnaou 
with  that  illustrious  mitn — of  a  Tillotson,  a  Sher- 
lock, and  a  Pprteus.  upon  his  religion.  This  was 
a  British  influence  which  he  could  never  shake 
off.  He  allowed  much  to  the  just  and  honest 
prejudices  growing  but  of  the  Revolution.  But 
by  whom  had  they  been  suppffeased  when  they 
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rao  coimter  to. t^e  interests  of  his  coantrf  1  By 
WashinftoD.  By  whom,  would  you  listen. to 
them,  are  they  most  keenly  felt  ?  &y  felons  es- 
caped front  the  jails  of  Parts,  Newgate,  and  Kil- 
maiobam,  sloee  the  breaking  out  of  ihe  French 
Rerolution — who,  in  this  abused  and  insulted 
^jooDtry*  have  set  tip  for  political  teachers,  and 
whose  disiciples  i^ve  no  other  proof  of  their  pro- 
gress in  Republicanism,  except  a  blind  devotion 
to  the  moat  ruthless  militaryslespotism  that  the 
world  ever-  saw.  These  are  the  patriots,  who 
scruple  not  to  brand  with  (he  epithet  of  tory  the . 
men  (looking  towards  the  seat  of  Col.  Stuart) 
hf  whose  blind  your  liberties  ha  iv  been  cemented. 
Tliese  are  they,  whp  hold  iA  so  keen  remembraniie 
Cheoatra^sof  the  British  armies,  frolti  which  many 
of  ifaeai  were  deserters.  Ask  these  self-styled  pat- 
riou  where  they  were  during  the  American  war, 
{for  they  are  for  the  most.p^rt  old  enough  to  have 
borne  arois,)  and  you  strike  them  ^Mwk — their. 
lipa  are  elosed  in  eternal  silence:  If  it  were  al- 
lowable to  edtertain  partialities^  every  consid- 
eration of  blood,  language,  religioA,  and  interest, 
would  incline  us  towards  England  y  an^  yet,'shall 
they  be  alone  e;rtendejl  to  France  and  her  ruler.. 
whom  we  are  bound  to  believe  a  chastening  Gvod 
soflers  aa  the  scourge  of  a  guilty  world  !  On  all 
other  nations- he  tramples — beholds  themincoa- 
tempi-rfingland  alone  he  hates ;  he  would,  but  he 
cannot  despise  her-^fear  cannot  despise.  And  shall 
we  disparage  our  ancestors  ?-rshall  we  bastardize 
ourselves  by  placing  them; even  below  the  brigaiids 
of  St.  DomiD^o  7  with  whom.  Mr.  Adams  Md 
negotiated  a  sort  of  treaty,  for  which  he  ought  to 
have  been  and*  would  have  been  impeached,  if 
the  fieople  h^  not  previously  passed  sentence  of 
disifualmeation  for  their  service  upon  him.  This 
antipathy  lo  all  that  is  Knglish  muet  be  French. 
Boc  the  otttra^fes  and  injuries  of  England^Bred 
up  in  the  principles  of  the  Revolution,  he  could 
never  palliate,  much  less  defeiKi  them.  He  well  re- 
membered flying  with  his'mother^  and  her  new- 
born child,  isom  AmoU  and  Phillips—^and  they 
bad  been  driven  by  Tarleton  and  other  Pritish 
pandoors  from  pillar  to  post,  while  her  husban4 
was  fighting  the  battles  of  his  country.  The  im- 
prenion  was  indelible  4>n  his  memorjr— and  yet 
(like  bis  worthy  old  neighbor,  who  added  seven 
buek  shot  to  every  cartridge  aT  the  battle  of  Guil- 
ford tnd  drew  a  nne  sight  at  his  man)  he  must 
be  e«iatent  to  he  called  a  tory  by  a  patriot  of  the 
last  unpttrtatiea.  Lee  ns  not  get  nd  of  one  evil 
(sappoaing  it  to  be  possible)  at  the  expense  of  ^a 
greater— fftntolif  mutandis.  Suppose  France  m 
possession  of  the  British  naval  power---«nd  to  her 
the  Trident  mu&t  pass  should  England  be  unable 
to  wield  it-— what  -  would  be  your  condition? 
What  ~woold,  be  the  sttuaUoa  of  your  seaports  and 
theirseafariog inhabitants.  Ask  HamburgyLubec? 
Ask  Savannah?  What,- sir  I  when  their  priva* 
teers  are  peat  up  in  oar  harbors  by  the  British 
boll-dogs,  when  they  receive  at  our  bands  every 
nie  of  hospitality^  from  which  their  enemy  is 
eieluded-*-when  they  capture  within  our  own 
waters,  interdicted  to  British  armed  ships,  Amer- 
ican vesaels;  when  aosh  is  their  dtportmejit  to^ 


wards  you,  under  such  ciroumstanoes,  what  could 
you  expect  if  they  were  the  uncontrolled  lords  of 
the  ocean?  Had  thos^e  privateers  at  Savannah 
borne  British  commissions — or  had  your  ship- 
ments of  cotton,  tobacco,  ashes,  and  what  not,  to 
London  and  Liverpool,  been  coofitscated,  and  the 

f proceeds  pouredinto  the  English  Exchequer — my 
ife  upon  it !  you  would  never  iiave  listened  to 
any  miserable  wire-drawn  distinctions  between 
"  orders  and  decrees  affecting  our  neutral  rights," 
and '^' municipal  decrees/'  confiscating  in  mass 
your  whole  property.  You  would*  have  had  in- 
stant, war!  The  whole  land  would  have  blazed 
oat  in  war. 

And  shall  Republicans  become  the  instruments 
of  him  who  had  effaced  the  title  of  Attiia  to  the 
"  Scourge  of  God  1"  Yet  even  Attita,  in  the  falling 
fortunes  of  civilization,  had,  no  doubt,  his  advo- 
cates, his  tools,  his  minions,,  his  parasites  in  the 
very  countries  that  he  overran — sons  of  that  soil 
whereon  his  horse  had  trod;  where  grass  could 
never  after  grow.  If  perfectly  fresh,  Mr.  Raw- 
DOLPki.said,  (instead  of  being  as  he  \czs — his  mem- 
ory clouded,  his  Intellect  stupified^  his  strength 
and  spirits  exhausted)  he  could  not  give  utterance 
to  that  strong  detestation  which  he  felt  towards 
(above  all  other  works  of  the  creation)  such  char- 
acters as  Ztngis,  Tamerlane,  Kouti-Khan,  or  Bo- 
naparte. His  instincts  involuntarily  revolted  at 
their  bare  idea.  Malefactors  of  the  human  race, 
who  ^rotind  down  man  ta  a  mere  machine  of 
their  impious  and  bloody  ambition.  Yet  under 
air  the  accumulated  wrongs  and  insults  and  robbe- 
ries of  the  last  of  these  chieftains,  are  we  not  in 
point  effect  about  to  become  a  party  to  his  views, 
a  partner  in  his  wars? 

But  before  thi^  hiiserabre  force  often  thousand 
men  was  raised  to  take  Canada,  he  beggec)  them 
to  look  at  the  state  of  defence  at  home^to  count 
the  cost  of  the  enterprise  before  it  was  set  on  foot, 
not  when  it  might  be  too  late— when  the  best  blood 
of  ^iQ  country  should  be  spilt,  and  nought  but 
empty  coffers  left  to  pay  the  cost.  Are  the  bounty- 
lands  to  be  given  in  Canada?  It  might  lessen  his  , 
repugnance  to  that  part  of  the  system,  to  granting 
thett  lands,  nqt  to -those  miserable  wretches  who 
sell  tjiemselves  to  slavery  for  a  few  dollars  and  a 
glass  of  gin,  but  in  fact  to  the  clerks  in  our  offi- 
ces, some  of  whom,  with  an  income  of  fifteen 
hundred  or  two  thousand  dollars,  lived  at  the  rate 
of  four  or  five  thousand,  and  yet  grew  rich— who 
perhaps  at  th&t  moment  were  makibg  out  blank 
assignments  for  these  land  rights. 

He  would  beseech  the  House,  before  they  ran 
thdr  heads  agaiqst  this  post,  Q^uebec,  to  count  the 
co§t.  His  word  for  it,  Virginia  planters  would 
not  be  taxed  to  support  such  a  war — a  war  which 
must  aggravate  their  present  distfesses;  in  which 
they  had  not  the  remotest  interest.  Where  is  the 
MontjB^omery,  or  even  the  Arnold,  or  the  Burr, 
.who  is  to  march  to  Point.Levi  ? 

He  called  upon  those  professing  to  be  Republi- 
calls 'to  make  good  the  promises  held  out  by  their 
Republican  predecessors  when  they  came  into 
nower^promises.  which  for  years  afterwards  they 
had  honestly,  faithfully  fulfilled.  We  had  vaunted 
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of  paying  off  th6  mtioiial  debt,  of  retreDobiag  use- 
less esUblishroents ;  and  yet  had  now  become  as 
infauiated  with  standing  armies,  ioans)  taxes,  na* 
Ties,  and  w«r,  as  ever  were  the  Essex  Jnnto* 
What  Republicanisin  is  this  ?. 

Mr.  Randolph  apologized  for  his  rery  desul-' 
tory  maooer  of  speaking.  He  regretted  that  his 
bodily  indisposition  had  obliged  him  to  talk  per- 
haps somewhat  too  wildly;  yet  he  trusted  some 
method  would  be  found  in  his  madne ss-^^n  tbe 
other  resolution  he  should  perhaps  be  obliged '  to 
trouble  the  House  again. 

Mr.  JoBRSOif  proceeded  to  replv^  but  had  not 
gone  far  before  he  sat  down,  to  aitbrd  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph an  opportunity  to  explain;  after  wliich  an 
adjournment  was  moved  and  carried.'  - 


^ .       Wednesday,  t)ecember  11. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  ninteenth  ultimo,  presen^d  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  providing  for  persons  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary 
war;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  petitions  ixoi^.  sundry 
inhabitants  of  tae  IndiQna  Territory,  praying 
that  a  law  may  be  passed  to  prohibit  tbe  inter- 
ference of  the  United  States'  officers  in  elections 
held  in  said  Territory,  anc|  that  they  may  be  au- 
thorized to  elect  their.  Delegate  to  this  House  at 
the  time  of  the  electioa  of  the, members  coin- 
posing  their  Territorial  Legislature, — Referred  to 
m  select  committee. 

Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Robebts,  Mr. 
Newbold,  Mr.  Sevier,  Mr.  OrmsBt,  and  Mr. 
Reed,  were  appointed  tie  committee.   . 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  appoin.ted 
as  managers,  on  behalf  of  this  House,  of  the  con- 
ference on  the  subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
tbe  two  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  Senate*^ 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  ^ct  for  the^ 
apportionment  of  Representatives  among  tbesev-. 
era!  States,  according  to  the  third  enumeration," 
'reported: 

•That  the  commitite  bad  held  a  Don^i«pcs  with  the 
managers  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  8enat«.    Thai 
the  following  propositions  were  submitted  5j  the  com- 
mittee, to  the  managers  of  the  Senate : 
To  fix  the  ratie  St  34,000, 
33,000, 
40,000, 
All  of  which  being  promptly  rejected  by  the  committee 
of  the  Senate,  your  committee,  as  a  last  effort  at  ac- 
commodation, proposed  36,000,  as  the  modinm  between 
the  two  numbers  adopted  by  the  two  Honses  respect- 
ively ;  which  was  also  tejected  as  the  others  had  been, 
without  any  discussion  whatever,  on  the  part  of  the 
mansgefS  of  the  Senate.    No  proposition  being  sub- 
aaiutod  on  the  other  side  to  your  oommittSMithe  eonfer- 
cnce  was  broken  np,  and  the  joint  committee  of  the  two 
Houses  finally  separated  without  coming  to  ainy  agree- 


Mr.  Newton,  fronl  the  Gomraitree  of  Com^ 
■Mree  and  Mannfactures.  presented  a  bill  author- 
ising ibe  reminding  the  duties  paid  on  the  import- 
«ltOB  of  certain' copper  artidea;  which  was  read 


twice,  a»d,  together  with  riie  docmneBU  moeoH»- 
panying  the  same^  eoilimittod  to  «  CoMMaitlee  of 
tlie  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  third  readioj?  ,of  the  biU^from  the  Stmite 
"  for  tbe  relief  of  Thomas  O'Battootty"  was  called 
up,  and,  tin  motion,  ordered  to  lie  oft' tbe  table. 

A  message  from- the  House  of  Reprcseotativaa 
informed  the  Hoose^  that  the  'Senate  adhere  to 
their  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for 
tbaapportiooaHent  of  .RepnsentatiTes  among  the 
several  States  aM)rding  to  the  third  eonment- 
tion." 

iFOREieN  RELATiQNS, 

The  House  resumed  the  conaideratfott  of  tli» 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  RetattMa* 

Mr.  Johnson  said  he  rofte  to  thank  eke  eon^ 
mfttee  for  the  report  wbieh  w«s  offiwed  to  the 
House,  and  the  resolutions  whkh  were  ree#iii- 
mended ;  though  \he  measures  fell  short  of  his 
wishes,  ^nd,  he  beliered,  of  publie  expeetstiott. 
Thetilterior  meamres,.howevef,  promised  by  tie 
committee  satisfied  his  mind,  aird  ^e  should  ffire 
the  f eport  his  waun  support.  The  ehairrami  Jia4 
given  the  riews  of  the  committee.  The  espvl- 
sion  of  the  British  fwtA  their  North  Aoierieam 
possessions,  and  jrraoting  letters  of  maiqve  snd 
reprisal  against  Great  Britain  are  contenpUied* 
Look  at  the  Message  of  the  President.  At  a  no- 
ment  least  to  be  expected,  when  France  had  ce«aed 
to  f  iolate  our  neutral  HghtS)  antl  the  olive  braaek 
was  tendered  to  Great  Britain,  her  Orders  m 
Council  were  put  iptoHi  more  rigorous  ezet niioii. 
Not  satisfied  with  refusing  a  redress  for  wroogs 
committed  on  our  coasts  amd  in  the  OHMiths  of  anr 
harbors,  our  trade  is  annoyed,  and  our  matiooml* 
rights  invaded ;  and^  to  close  the  scene  of  imso- 
lenee  and  injury,  regardless  of  our  moderatioB  mn4 
our  justice,  sh«  has  brougbthome  to  the  "^thresh* 
old  of  our  territory,"  meas<ires  of  actomi  war. 
As  ihe  love  of  peace  has  so  long  produced  for- 
bearance on  our  part,  whTle  commercial  eoptdity- 
.has  increased  the  disposition  to  piuilder  otf  tiM 
part  of  GKear  Britain,  I  feel  rejoioed  ^t  th« 
hour  of  resistance;  is  at  hand,  And  that  the  Presi- 
dent, in  whdm  the  people-  have  so  much  conA- 
dence,  has  warned  os  of  tbe  perils  thst  vwtAt 
them,  and  has  exhorted  us  to  put  4>n  the  anknor  oC 
defence,  to  gird  on  the  swdrd,  and  assMSM  tise 
manly  and  bold  ahttude  of  w^r.  He  feeom- 
mends  filling  Up  the  ranjts  of  t^e  preeeot  Mttv* 


uiiteers,  aiid  proride  for  ealttng  put  detaeba 
of  militia  as  circumstances  may  require.  For  tlM 
first  time  since  my  entrance  into  this  body,  ther« 
now  seems  to  be  but  one  opinion  ^with  a  gre«t 
maiority^-that  with  Great  Briuin  w^r  r9  iaeri- 
table ;  that  the  hopes  of  tbe  sanguine  -as  to  m  re- 
turning sense  of  British  justice  hate  eaiiilred  ; 
that  the  prophecies  of 'the  diacemf  eg' hatelmled  } 
aad,  that  her  iaferaal  system  hasdriren  us  to  tke 
brink  of  a  second  revolution,  as  important  as  tli« 
first.  Upon  the  Wabash,  through  the  inflaeiie^ 
of  British  agents,  and  within  our  Mrritorial  ae^ 
by  the  British  nayy)  the  wt  Itts  already  eoiil- 
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OMttCci/  Tkos,  the  follf .  tk»  power,  and  the 
tyrmiiay  of  Greai  Britafo,  tka^e, taken  from  us  ttie 
last  alternatire  of  loi^r  forbearanct. 

Mr.  J.  satd  we  must  now  oppose  the  farther 
eDcrottcbmenls  of  Great  Britain  by  war,  or  for- 
BiaUy  annul  the  Declaration  of  our  Indepen- 
dence, aiul  acknowledge  ourselves  her  devoted 
•coloQiee.  The  people  whom  1  represent  will  not 
hcaitate.wbicb  of  the  two  courses  to  cbo«)se ;  and, 
if  we  are  involved  in  war,  to  maii^tain  our  dear- 
est rights,  and  to  preserve  our  independence,  I 
pledge  aaf  aelf  to  this  House,  and  mr  constUu- 
eau  to  tUs  netioo,  that  they  will  not  be  wanting 
ia  valor,  &or  in  their  .propoftiou  of  men  and 
•Booaf  ^o  prosecute  the  war  with  efiect.  Before 
we  felinqaish  the  conflict,  I  wish  to  see  Qfeat 
Britaio  renounce  the ,  piratical  system  of  paper 
iUoekade;  to  liberate  our  captured  seamen  on 
^loard  bar  sbip«  of  war ;  felinouish  the  practice 
of  iiB|ir«M«ient  oa  board  our  merchant  vessels  -, 
lo  repeal  her  Orders  ia  Council ;  and  •  cease,  in 
••vary  .oilier  r<Qspect,  to. violate  oi^r  deutral  righu-; 
totrcal^  oaasaa  Independent  people.  The  gen- 
tleoaan  from  Virgtoia  (Mr.  ftAjinouPH)  has  ob- 
jaalcd  to  Ui^destiaaMdn  of  this  aui^liary  force— 
tba jMfftiipiiioa^f . the  C^fi«4f8|  and  t^.oijier 
Bfiliab  po6s«wtflna  upon. our. boxdata.  vhi^c^.^of 

lajra  are  yiolatedy  th«  Jn/jion^  ^[mnJatOfl    tn  -wvnr, 

4w  «w  cltixeas^  and  wlierejhQc^As  ^^^xjiiab-jm* 
aopitjrof  the  pehry  an^  .furtrade'.  I  should  not 
wi#^  l^nXt^Ud  the -b(^undaf  yc  of  the  United  States 
tf  w^  if  Great  Britain  would  .leave  us  to  the 
^niei  aojoyment  of  independence ;  bjuu,  consider* 
lag  bar  deadly  and  imuaoable  enmity,  and  her 
^oatiaoed  hostility,  I  sbaU  neiTer  die  contented 
vatJII  set  ber  ex|mUioB  from  North  America^ 
Mmi  k/tt  terrttoriee  incorporated  with  tbe  United 
iScatas^  It  is  straage  that  the  gentleman  would, 
naosa  before  refusing  this  fosce,  if  destined  to 
Jkaep  the  negroes  in'  sabordinatioa-^wboare  not 
in  a  state  of  insurrection  as  I  understand— and  be 
will  absolutely  refuse  to  yote  this  force  to  defend 
«s  agaiatt  the  lawless  aggressions  of  Great  Brit- 
ain—^ natioB  in-  whose  favor .  he  ha^  said  so 
muab.  '  ■ 

Bat.  be  has  a  dislike  to  the  Canadian  French. 
Vrenco  blood  is  hateful  fo  him.  I  have-no  doubt 
bat  the  Canadian  Frenoti  are  as  good  citizens  as 
tba  Caaadiaa  Bnglisb,  or  the  refuged  tories  of  the 
Aevdation;  nor  have  I  iiny  .doubt  but  a  great 
BMJority  .of  that  vast  cOmmbnity  t[te  sound  in 
4^r  morals  and  ia  tbeir  politics,  and  would  make 
worthy  members  of  the  United  States. . 

Bot,  open  the  sacred  pages  of  the  Journals  of 
ike  Congress  of  1774-75— that  Congress  which 
aaouneaced,  and  eonducted  to  victory,  the  Aouir- 
lean  Revolulioa.  Upon  the  pages  of  the  first  vol- 
nme  (from  page  54  to  100)  we  will  find  letters 
addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  and  the 
peavince  of  Auabeo,  containing  the  language  oif 
^afleetioBate  raspeei,  and,  in  the  warmth  of  patri- 
alkro»  inviting,  them  to  unite  against  British 
lyraaay,  to  make  the  cause  of  quarrel  common, 
md  to  enter  into  the  union  of  the  States  on  the 
pnneiplee  of  equalit|r*  The  eneroachments  of 
<bvu  Britain  ace  depitud  in  tbe.most  vivid  col 


on,«nd  then,  they  sav  "we  shall  consider  the 
*  violation  of  your  rights,  a  violation  of  our  own, 
'  and  you  are  invited  to  accede  to  the  confederacy 
<  of  the  States."  Thus,  the  patriots  of  the  Rev- 
olution styled  the  iuhabitatits  of  the  British  prov- 
inces friends  add  fellow-sufierera  in  1774:  Al- 
though then  but  ^  handful  of  men  compared  to 
their  present  numbers,  and  only  ten  years  bad 
elapsed  from  their  first  incorporation  with  the 
British  dominions ;  and  nothing  but  the  want  of 
physical  power  aiid  tneans  prevented  their  inde- 
pendence in  1776.  The  misfortunes  of  our  arms 
at  (Quebec,  and  jn  that  quarter,  are  well  known. 
These  overtures  of  the  Old  Congress  did  not  stop 
here.  After  the  Articles  of  Confederation  had 
been  adopted,,  the  door  was  left  open  ibr  the  re*- 
ception  of  the  Canadas,  and  the  hope  was  not  lost 
until  British  arms  riveted  the  chains  of  slavery 
upon  them,  which  at  that  time  could  not  be  bro- 
ken. Now,  sir,  these  people  are  more  enlightened, 
they  have  a  great  American  population  among 
^hem,  and  they  have  correct  ideas  of  liberty  and 
independence,  and  only  want  an  opportunity  to 
throw  oi  the  yoke  of  their  taskmasters. 

Let  us  not  think  so  meanly  of  the  human  char- 
i^cter  and  the  human  mind.  We  d^re  in' pursuit 
of  happiness,  and  we  nlace  a  great  value  upon 
liberty  as  the  means  or  happiness.  WhaL  then^ 
let  mf  a^k,  has  changed  tne  character  of  those 
people,  that  they  are  to  be  despised  t  What  new 
ordfer  of  thinss  has  disqualified  them  for  the  en- 
joyment of  liberty?  Has  any  malediction  of 
Heaven  doomed  them  to  perpetual  vassalage  f 
6c,  will  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  pretend  to 
more  wisdom,  abd  more  patriotism  than,  the  con- 
stellation of  patriots  who  conducted  the  infant 
Republic  through  the  Revolution  ?  In  ppint  of 
territorial  limit,  the  map  wiJl  prove  its  impor- 
tance. The  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the 
Mississippi  interlock  in  a  number  of  places,  and 
the  'great  Disposer  of  Human  Events  intended 
those  two  rivers  should  belong  to  the  same  neople. 

But  it  hi|8  been  denied  that  British  innuence 
had  any  agency  in  the  late  dreadful  conflict  and 
massacre  upon  the  Wabash  ;  and  this  is  said  to 
vrndicate  the  British  n^ion  from  so  foul  a  diarge. 
Sic,  look  to  the  book  of  the  Revolution.  See  the 
Indian  savages  in  Burgoyne's  arm^  urged  on 
every  occasion  to  use  the  scaiping-knife  and  tom- 
ahawk—- not  in  battle,  but  against  old  men,  wo- 
men, lind  children;  in  the  night,  when  they  Ifvere 
taught  to  bejieve  an  Omniscient  eye  could  not  see 
their  guilty  deeds ;  and  thus  hardened  in  iniquity, 
they. perpetrated  the  same  deeds  by  the  light  of 
the  sun,  when  no  arm  was  found  to  oppose  or 
protect.  And  when  tbis^crying  sin  was  opposed 
by  Lord  Chatham,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the 
employment  of  these  Indians  was  justified  by  a 
speech  from  one  of  the  Ministry.  Thus  we  see 
ho^  the  principles  of  honor,  of  humanity,  of 
Christianity,  were  violated  and  Justified  in  the 
face'  of  the  worl(|.  Therefore,  I  can  have  no 
doubt  of  the  influence  of  British  agents  in  keep- 
ing up  Indian  hostility  to  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States^  independent  of  the  strong  proofs  on 
this  occasion ;  and^  I  hope  it  will  not  be  pre- 
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tended  that  these  agents  are  too  moral  or  too  re- 
ligious to  do  the  infamous  d^ed.  So  inuch  for 
the  expulsion  of  Great  Britain  from  her  domin* 
ions  in  North  America,  and  their  incorporatioQ^ 
into^the  ynite<l  States  of  America.  •      >• 

The  gentleman  from  Vir^niasays  weare  iden- 
tified with  the  British  inreligion,  in  blood,  in  lan- 
guage, and  deeply  laments  our  hatred  to  that  coun- 
try, who  can  boast  of  soman^  illustrious  charac- 
ters.   This  deep  rooted  enmity  to  Great  Britain 
arises  from  her  insidious  policy,  the 'offspring  of 
her  perfidious  conduct  towards  the  United  States. 
Her  disposition  is  unfriendly ;'  her  enmity  is  im- 
placable ;  she  sickens  at  our  prosperity  and  hap- 
Siness.    If  obligations  of  friendship  do  e^ist,  why 
oes  Great  Britain  rend  those  ties  asunder,  and 
open  the  bleeding  wounds  of  former  convicts? 
Or  does  the  obliga4ion  of  friendship  exist  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States, alone?    I  haye  never 
thought  that  the  ties  of.  religion,  of  blood,  of  lah- 
|[uage,  and  of  commerce,  wpuld  justify  or  sancti- 
y  insult  and  injury — on  the  contrary,  that  a  pre- 
meditated wrong  from  the  hand  <>f  a  friend  created 
more  sensibility,  and  deserved  the  greater  chas- 
tisement and  the  higher  execration.  What  would 
you  think  of  a  map,  to  whom  you  w^re  bound  by 
the  niost  sacred  ties,  who^  would  plunder  you  of 
your  substance,  aim  a  deadly  blow  at  yO^r  honor, 
and  in  the.hour  of  confidence  endeavor  to  bury  a 
dagger  in  your  bossoml    Would  you,  sir,  pro-' 
claim,  to  the  world  your  affection  for  this  mis- 
creant of  society,  after  this  conduct,  and  endeavor 
to  interest  your  audience  with  the  ties  of  kindred 
that  bound  you  to  each  other  ?    So  iet  it  be  with 
nations,  'and  there  wi)l  be  neither  surprise  nor 
lamentation  that  we  execrate  a'  Government  so 
hostile  to  our  independence — for  it  is  from  the 
Government  that  we  meet  with  such  multiplied 
injury,  and  to  that  object  is  our  ham'd  directed. 
As  to  individuals  of  merit,  wheth'e^  British  or 
French,  I  presume  no  person  would  accuse  the 
people  of  the  United  States  of  such   hatred  to' 
them,  or  of  despising  individual  who  might  not 
be  instrumental  in  the  maritime  despotism  which 
we  feel ;  and  this  accounts  for  the  veneration  we 
have  for  Sidney  and  Russell,  statesmen  of  whom 
the  gentleman  has  spoken  ;  they  are  fatal  exam* 
pies,  why  we  aliould  love  the  British  Govern- 
ment.   The  records  of  that  Governmept  are  now 
stained  with  the  blood  of  these  martyrs  iq  free- 
dom's cause,  as  vilely  as  with  the  blood  of  Amer- 
ican citizens  \  and  certainly  we  shall  not  be  called 
upon  to  love  equally  the  murderer  and  the  victim. 
For  God's  sake  let  us  not  again  be  told  of  ihetie&of 
religion,  of  laws,  of  blood,  and  of  customs,  which 
bind  the  two  nations  together,  with  a  view  to  ex- 
tort OUT  love  for  the  English  Government,  and 
more  especially,  when  the  ss^rae  gentleman  has  ac- 
knowledged that  we  have,  ample  cause  of  war 
against  that  nation — ^let  ua  not  be  told  of  the  free- 
dom of  that  corrupt  Governmeot  whose  bands  are 
washed  alike  in  the  blood  of  ber  6wn  illustMous 
statesmen,  for  a  manly  opposition  to  tyranny,  and 
the  citizens  of  every  other  clime.    But  I  would; 
inquire  into  this  love  for  the  British  Government 
and  British  institutions,  in  the  gross,  without  any 


discrimination.  Why  love  her  rulers?  Why  Irtss- 
the  rod  of  iron  whicn  inflicts  the  stripf^s  without 
a  cause  ?  When  alt  admit  we  have  just  cause  of 
War,  such  attachments  are  dangerous,  and  encour* 
age  encroachment.  T  will  venture  to  say,  that  out 
hatred  of  the  British  Government  is  not  com- 
mensurate with  her  depredations  and  her  outrages 
on  our  rights,  or  we  should  have  waged  a  deadly 
war  against  her  many  years  past.  The  subject 
of  foreign  attachments  and  British  hatred  has 
been  examined  al  considerable  length.  I  did  not 
itatend  to  begin  that  discussion^,  but  I  will  pursae 
it,  and  thouefh  I  make  no  chairge  of  British  at- 
tachments, I  will,  at  all  times,'  at  every  hazard^ 
de(^d  the  Administration  and  the  Republieati 
party  against  the  charge  of  foi*eign  partialities — 
Frenqh  or  Spanish,  or  any  other  kind,  when  ap- 
plied to  the  measures  of  our  Government.*  This 
foreign  influence  is  a  dangerous  enemy ;  we  should 
destroy  the  means  of  its  circutattoo  among  «s — 
like  the  fatal  ^tunic,  it  destroys  where  it  loaches^ 
It  is  insidious,  invisible,  and  takes  advantage  ^t 
the  most  unsuspecting  hours  of  social  mtercourse^ 
I  would  not  deny  the  goo<jl  will  of -France  aot^  of 
Great  Britain  to  have  an  undue  influ^ce  among 
us/  But  Great  Britain  alone  has  the  means  of 
this  influence  to  an  extent  dangerous  to  the  Uai- 
led  States.  It'has'been  said  that  Grreat  Britaiii 
was  lighting  the  battles  of  the  world — that  she 
stands  against  universal  domioion  threatened  bj 
the  ahch-fiend  of  mankind.  T  should  be  serry  if 
our  independence  depended  upon  the  power  of 
Gr^at  Britain.    If,  howeveru  she  would  act  the 

rirt  of  a  friendly  Power  towards  the  United  Slates, 
should  never  wish  to  deprive  her  of  power,  of 
wealth,  of  honor,  ef  prosperity.  But  if  her  eaer- 
gies  are  to  be  directed  against  the  liberties  of  ih is 
fr>e  and  happy  people,  against  my  native  coua- 
try,  I  should  not  drop  a  tear^  if  the  fast-anchored 
isle  would  sibk  into  the  waves,  provided  the'  in- 
nocent inhabitants  could  escape  the  deluge  and 
fiod  an  asylum  in  a  more  favorable  soil.  And  aa 
to  the  power  of  France,,!  fear  it  a^  little  as  any 
other  power;  I  would  oppose  her  aggressions,  un- 
der any  circumstances,  as  soon  as  I  would  British 
outrages.  ' 

The  ties  of  religion,  of  language,  of  blood,  as  it 
regards  Great  Britain,  are  daneeroUs  ties  to  thia 
couorlry.  with  her  present  hostile  disposition — in- 
stead ot  pledges  of  friertdship  they  are  used  to 
paralyze  the  strength  of  the  United  States  ih  re- 
lation to  her  aggressions.  ThBre  are  other  tier 
equally  efficacious.  The  number  of  her  commer- 
cial traders  within  our  limits,  her  agents,  dJc.,the 
vast  British  capital  employed  in  our  commeree 
and  our  moneyed  institutions, tronnected  with  her 
language,  ancestry,  customs,  habits,  and  laws» 
These  are  formidable  means  for  estranging  the 
affections  of  many  from  our  republican  institu- 
tiotis,  and  producing  partialities  for  Great  Britaia*. 
Now  I  shal>  attend  to  the  chsr^  of  pafdatity  ia 
our  measures  towards  France.  It  is  an  insinfm* 
tion  not  founded  in  fict,  and  can  only  eaist  ia 
the  imagination  of  those  ^ho  may  insinuate  it. 
We- are  not  driven  to  mere  declarations — fli# 
truth  of  the  assertion  is  bottomed  upon  the  staUrte 
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r0oords  of  tbe  United  Suites ;  and  we  oppeal  to 
ibe  ebameter  of  ^very  measure  relative  to  foreign 
relatioaa,  sisoe  the*  adoption  of  tbe  embargo,  in 
eoDseqaeoee  of  the  yiolaiion  of  neutral  rt^ts  up^ 
oa  tbe  bigb  seat.  Tbe  direct  object  of  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  was  the  rain  of  all  trade  to 
British  ports — and  the  object  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  waa  the  destruction  of  all  commerce  to 
French  ports  and  ports  from  which  the  British 
flaff  was  ezcla|led. 

The  laws  laying  an  embargo,  which  was  the 
first  precautionary'  measure  on  fhe  part  of  the 
Uaited  States,  contained  a  provision  hj  which 
the  Prealdent  was  authorized  to  suspend  its  oper- 
ation aa  to  Great  Britain  opoA  a  repeal  of  tbe 
Orders  in  Council,  and  as  to  France  upon  an  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 
Tb^  authority  was  precisely  the  same  as  to  either^ 
Power;  the  instructions  to  our  Ministers  were  pre- 
cisely the  sam^j  the  offer  to  suspend  the  embargo 
was  tendered  to  both  bellii^erents  upon  the  seTf- 
same  conditions.  ^  This, offer  was  rejected  by 
both  nations^  and  their  aggressions  continued — 
CoogresS)  yielding  to  the  clamors  of  the  disaf- 
fected, repealed  the  embargo  and  substituted  the 
non-intercourse,  which  abo  coiuained  a  dipto-. 
flUKie  provision  vesting  the  President  with  power 
to  suspend  its  operation  as  to  the  belligerents 
when  they  should  cease  to  vfolate;  our  neutral 
fights. 

Tbe  offer  was  made ;  it  was  reje<^ted  by  Fmnce^ 
and  her  depredations  increased.  Great  Britain 
tecepted  tbe  offer,  which  produced  the  arrange- 
ment with  Mr.  Brskioe. 

Er««kine's  arrangement  was  executed  with  fidel- 
ity OD  the  pari  of  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  The  proclamation  which  announced,  the 
arrangemeni  suspended  the  npn-intercourse  as  to 
Great  Britain,  and  it^continued  as  to  France. 
Under  these  circumstatioes  Congress  convened  at 
their  eltra  session.  It  was  a  new  era  for  oppo- 
sition. The  day  of  jubilee  was  announced— no 
gloom,  every  eoUntenaace  smiled,  every  heart 
seemed  glad ;  parties  were  forgotten  ;  ^ar  with 
Prance  and  peace  with  England  dawned  upon  us. 
W0  were  all  America nss,  a Od  rh^gentleman  from 
Virnnia  introduced  a  resold tio A  approbating  the 
Sdelityof  the  President  in-  discharging  his  high 
duties  to  the  nation.  A  real  friend,to  that  indi- 
vidual who  presides  over  our  destinies  by  our 
consent,  I  was  happy  to  find  his  political  enemies 
aekorowledging  his  wisdom,  his  impartiality,  and 
his  integrity*  I  knew  the  President  had^  dis- 
charged his  trust  faithfully.  Though  I  followed 
in  tbe  rear  ranks,  I  did  not  interrupt  this  ne^ 
order  of  tbibgs.  But  our  retrograde  movement 
from  the  embargo  -to 'the  non-intercourse  and 
Brakine's  arrangerinent  went  to  London  at  nearly 
the  same  time ;  the  English  Ministry  perfidiously 
rejected  that  arrangement  which  had  been  exe- 
cuted on  our  part,  ^d  which  was  so  advanta- 
geous to  Gr^t  Britain;  the  Orders  in  Council, 
to  good  a  shield  for  plunder,  were  considered  of 
more  value  than  our  noU'intei'course.  I  will  t)ot 
dwell  upon  the  scene  this  disavowal  produced, 
aor  upofi  the  attempt  to  ceoaure  the  President 


for  the  Punic  faith  of  Great  Britain,  by  those 
who  had  approbated  his  conduct.  The  solid 
column  was  again  broken,  and  we  have  never 
bad  the  pleasure  since  of  seeing  an  undivided 
front  opposed  to  a  foreign  foe,  which  was  the 
case  when  France  was  the  object  of  attack* 
Then  Federalists  and  Republicans  were  united* 
After  this  we  assumed  a  (liferent  attitude  to- 
wards both  France  and  Great  Britain ;  but  in  tbe 
same  terms  of  impartiality,  we  authorised  the 
President  to  say  to  France,  if  ydo  will  rescind 
jouf  dec^rees,  violating  our  neutral  rights,  we 
will  revive  thift  non'importatien  part  Of  the  non- 
iniercdurse  law  against  your  rival  Great  Britain,, 
provided  she  should  not  also  cease  to  violate  our 
neutral  rights  by  a  repeal  of  her  orders  ;  we  an- 
ahorized  the  President  to  use  the  very  same  ideo' 
tical  language  to  Great  Britain,  that  if  you  will 
cease  to  violate  our  neutral  rights,  we  will  revive 
our  non-importalion  system  against  your  enemy 
France,  provided  she  should  not  follow  your  ex- 
ample. This  was  said  to  France  and  to  Great 
Britain  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation  and  sincerity. 
'France  accepts  the  proposition  ;  but  it  is  rejected 
by  Great. Britain,  which  aecepiance  on  the  part 
of  France,  and  the  extinguishment  of  her  orders, 
so  far  as  ihey^  violated  our  neugral  rights,  was 
announced  by  the  President's  proclamation,  and 
the  non-intercourse  revived  against  Great  Brit- 
ain. Under  these  circumstances  Congress  con- 
vened, but  I  looked  in,  vain  for  resolutions  of  ap- 
■probaiion  of  the  President's  conduct*  The  re- 
peal of  tbe  French  decrees  was  doubted,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  was  the  first  to  intro- 
duoebis  resolution,  to  Repeal  the  non-importation 
revived  against  Eoglana  by  the  President's  proc- 
larj^atipn,  and  with  that  repeal  the  proclamation ; 
and  now,  when  it  is  not  denied  by  a  single  Indi- 
vidual that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  are  so 
modified  as  to  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  rights, 
we  find  the  same  opposition  to  Pleasures  against 
Great  Britain,  and  the  same  opposition  to  France, 
as  if- no  arrangement  had  been  made.  I  might 
ask  why  this  opposite  conduct  under  the  same 
kind;  of  arrangement,  growing  out  of  an  act  of 
Congress,  and  under  the  same  solemnities  of 
plighted  faith  on  the  part  of  this  Government, 
under  the  a rrangenlent  with- Great  Britain  w'e 
are  uQited  against  France.  B^t  under  the  ar- 
rangement with  France  we  behold  disunion 
ag&in — each  man  takes  his  party  rank.  How 
does  this  prove  partiality  to  France?  Does  not 
the  charge  ill  grace  the  lips, of  those  who  oppose 
these  measures?  for  no  man  has  denied  the  sim- 
ilarity in  the  two  arrangements.  la  the  compact 
with  England  we  agreed  to  repeal  the  non-iqter- 
course  as  to  her.  and  continue  it  as  to  France,  if 
she  would  repeal  the  Orders  in  Council;  so  with 
France,  we  agreed,  to  revjve  the  non-intercourse 
a^iost  Great  Britain  if  Frhnce  would  cease  to 
violate  our  neutral  rights,  leaving  all  other  sub- 
jects ^o  negotiation.^  France  was  not  irequired  as 
a  sine  qua  i%on  to  make  good  tbe  damages  for 
spoliations.  Nor  was  Great  Britain  required  as 
a  8ine  qua  non  to  relinquish  her  iniquitous  sys- 
tem of  blockade,  of  impressment,  the  liberation 
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of  our  seameoj  and  a  remiuieratioii  for  captures 
apd  condemDation — these  topics  were  left  to  ae- 
gbtiation. 

Tbe  British  Minister  has  insinuated  that  we 
have  suffered  our  commerce  to  be  moulded  by 
France  to  tbe  annoyance  of  tiie  British  trade, 
and  attempts  have  beei^  made  to  qonjure  up  the 
idea  of  an  alliance  with  France  against  Great 
Britain,  because '  we  have  made  arrangements 
with  France  that  our  neutral  rights  shall  be  re- 
^rded.  The  idea  oi  an  alliance  is  as  idle  as  it 
u  unfoiginded.  Thank  Heaven  we  are  under  no 
obligations  to-  any  Power  to  go  to  w^r,  nor  tq 
continue  that  war  after  the  objects  for  whjch  we 
contc^nd  shall  be  accompliibed.  The  non-impor- 
tation law  is  the  c^use  of  complaint  with  Great 
Bri4ain,  and  she  knows  if  the  Orders  in  Council 
and  her  blockade  of  May  were  repealed,  that, 
our  non-imporution  law  wot^ld  cease  to  operate 
against  her.  But  instead  of  this,  sir,  every  day 
our  merchant,  ships  fall  a  prey  to  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  we  are  menaced  with  retaliation 
for.  the  non-importation,  which  does  not  capture 
and  condemn  firitisl^  ships  and  cargoes,  but  pre*- 
vetits  the  importation  of  British .  property  into 
our  markets.  ,    ' 

In  the  year  1777  the  United  Slates  entered 
into  a  treaty  of  allience  with  the  King  of  France; 
the  first 'article  binds  the  parties  to  make  the 
cause,  of  quarrel  a  common  cayse.  The  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  is  the  guarantee 
of  the  second  article,  and  the  eighth  binds  the 
parties  to  continue  the  war  until  peace  should  be- 
restored  with  each  nation,  and  a  treaty  was  to  be 
made  by  common  consent  alone.  This  is  an  ex- 
ample of  an  alliance,  such  a  one  as  I  hope  we 
shall  never  have  with  France  in  the  present un-' 
defined  and  bloody  conflict  of  ambitious  domina- 
tion. I  never  wish  to  see  an  fUiance  w^th  any 
nation.  It  is  Jtnown  to  the  world  that  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  European  wars ;  and  Epg^ 
land  knows  that  if  she  ceases  to  violate  our  neu- 
tral rights,  commercial  intercourse  wopld  he  re^ 
storedj^  and  that  her  maiiy  transgressions  would 
be  left  to  further  negotiation;  that,  however, 
would  not  be  the  only  requisition  if  left  to  my 
Yote,  The  gentleman  has  also  adverted  to  that 
part  of  the  President's  Message  whiph  Speaks  of 
our  relations  with  France.  France  is  no  doubt 
unfriendly  in  her  rigorous  municipal  regulations ; 
the  President  has  recommended  retaliation^and 
who  will  refuse  to  take  those  measures  ?  I  shall 
not.  Mention  has  also  been  made  of  the  riot  at 
Savannah ;  that  transaction  has  two  sides  to  it,  I 
have  read  both  of  ahem  \  I  fear  sotnething  is  rot- 
ten in  Denmark.  I  will  liot  judge,  however,  be- 
fore the  facts  are  correctly  Jcnowo. 

But  in  the  zeal  to  speak  of  French  insult  and 
injury,  it  was. to  be  regretted  that  the  talents  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  were  not  engaged 
upon  the  subject  of  our  impressed  seamen  and 
commercial  aggressions  by  Great  Britain.  He 
must  not  be  surprised  if  these  subjects  should 
be  omitted. 

To  attempt  an  enumeration  of  these  aggres- 
sions would  be  a  laborious  task  to  me— -a  painful 


find  disgusting. recital  to  others;  but coasidara- 
tions  of  this  kind  should  not  induce  an  omissioQ 
of  duty.  Great  sensibility  .  has  existed  against 
the  wanton-  capture  and  condemnation  of  our 
vessels  and  cargoes.  An  inroad  upon  the  colo- 
nial trade  produced  universal -clamor ;  spirited 
com plattits  were  forwarded,  with  pledges  of  honor 
and  property  to  oppose  the  robbery.  But  tbe 
number  and  enormity  of  these  aggressions  have 
blunted  the  feelings  of  sensibility,  or  the  back- 
wardness of  the  Governmeni  has  induced  tbe 
sufferers  to'moaa  their  loss  without  an  appeal  to 
our  justice.  The  newspapers  Imve  become  vehi- 
ciefr  of  complaint,  dbd  the  only  noters  of  Brit- 
ish piracies,  and  tbe  office  of  State  is  no  longer 
troubled  with  reading  the  cold  details*  But  to 
lump  this  business;  alK>ut  twisnty-eigbt  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  commencement  of  the  British 
spoliations.  Suppose  •  the  vessels  and  cargoes 
captured  and  condemned  within  "that  period  con- 
trary to  piibli^  law  coul<l  be  collected  together  ia 
the  Potomac,  it  weuUl  present  to  the  mind.a  stri- 
king eviclence  of  the  justice  of  our, complaints j 
you  would  find  it  difficult  to  find  safe  anchorage 
for  these  vessels  from  tbe  Eastern  Branch  to 
Alexandria— ted  miles;  distant,  aUd^the  brick  wall 
which  ^closes  the  navy  y,ard  would  not  furnish 
a  s^flfcient  warehouse  for  the .  property ;  and  to 
carry  on  this  supposition,  if  a  convocation  of  the 
real  sufferers  in  these  aggi'essions  could  be  effect- 
ed, a  great  multitude  would  ttnimatt  this  desert 
,city.  The  }ist  of  bankruptcies  should  likewise 
be  produced ;  you  would  bring,  tha  sufferers  from 
every  part  of  the  United  States* 

la  this  ffroup  we  should  see  every  kin4  of  ^^'' 
porting,  wholesale  and  retail  merehaot^-4he  farmer 
who  raised  the  produce,  the  mechanic  who  worked 
up  the  raw  material,  the  ship  owners,  tbe  ship- 
carpenter  and  his  numerous  host  qf  jouroeymeD, 
the  creditors,  of  each  class;  and  at  the  heels  of 
these  |)eople  you  might  introduce  tbe  constables 
and  sberifis  With  their  executions,  and  the  tax 

Sath^rers ;  and  'if  silemjie  wi^  supposed  to  be  or- 
ered  for  the  complaints  of  each  plass  to  be  heard, 
we  should  find  in  the- commercial  class  a  distio- 
guished  orator  from  Bos\on^  pleading  the  cause  of 
the  merchant ; -so  frosi  New  York,  one  from  Bal* 
timore,  Pbiladelphin,  and  Charleston.  Thus  Brit* 
i^  aggressions  would  be  visually  and  mentally 
iinfol4ed  to  the  view,  and  doubts  could  no  Wo^ 
be  entertained  of  its  enormity. 

But  A  stranger  to  these  outrages  would  be  suf- 
prfsfd  to  be  told,  that  ihis  was  a  secondary  class 
ofiujuries;upQn  which  the  subject  of  impressmsat 
should  be  introduced  to  his  viev^.  About  twentr 
years  have  elapsed  since  the  cooMnencemeac  oi 
this  infernal  practice — this  outrage  upon  the  honor 
of  our  flag,  a,nd  this  attack  upon  the  piersonal  lib- 
erty and  personal  security  of  American  citixeos. 
The  number  of  native  and  naturalixed  ^^^^ 
impressed  from  our  merchant  vesselaand  seduced 
from  our  merchant  service,  cannot  be  estimated 
at  less  than  fif(y  thousand  during  this  period  of 
twenty  years,  and  retained  in  bondage  dufW^ 
life,  or  who  have  escaped  by  desertion  or  ^^^' 
urietenbe  pf  our  Government*    Tn^  condition  oi 
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these  ffty  tbonsaotl  niea  b«s  been  loore  i^iolett 
tbie  tban  tb«t  of  the  matefaetor  in  the  peoiteoti- 
uy  or  work^boQse.  Wba could  detai]  the  misery 
of  tlwse  men  ?  Who  could  nttmber  the  stripes 
inflicted  upon  their  naked  skin  at.  the  yard-arm 
by  a  second  Itenteoant  or  midshipman  7  Who 
coold  eoameratc  the'  iirnominiotis  scars  left  i)y 
the eat-o-nine-tails  t  This  soenrge,  thistofaoMus 
prKtiee,  does  not  fail  alone  npon'the  cmfortanste 
tar,  the  hardy  seaman — eontoke  tbf  fathers,  moth- 
en,  brothers,  sisters,  wives;  and  children  of  these 
YietiBsof  maritime  despotisal,  and  hear' from  them 
their  (ale  of  sorrow,  and  ler  an  hundred,  pens  re- 
cord their  sighs  and  groans  whfch«are  now<  given 
to  vaia  to  the  idle  wtnd^  ^    ' 

Bot  to  close  this  scene^  the  death  of  Robert 
Howrtl  will  show  the  connexion  of  this  infkmy 
wisk  national  honor. 

It  is  well  aotkeiiticated  that  a  number  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  were  serving  on  board  the  British 
ship-of-war  the  Little  Belt,  during  her  eogagemeat 
with  Commodore  Rodgen-i-that  these  inen,  npoa 
refostog  to  flght  against  their  Oivn  country,  weire 
meattced  with  death-^tbat  durine  the  engagement 
a  oeruio  Robert  Howell  of  New  York  was  wobnd- 
ed  with  a^  cannon  ball,  his  whole  thigh  was  sbqt 
off— Aat  Jost  before  hi»  death,  while  in  the  ac>of 
seadiog  to  some  relation  some  token  of  remem- 
brance, a  British  officer  inqohred  how  he  dtd-*that 
Howell  replied  and  told  him  he  Was  dying,  and 
said  ^  see  to  what'yoo  havebsought  me,  to  force 
me  to  fight  against  my  brothers  \  my  own  country- 
men have  taken  my  life  through  yotir  means.'' 
Let  the  ciwtaia  drop  aftd  hide ,  the  body  of  How- 
ell from  o«r  sight  I  '  ^  . 

Thos  twenty-eight  years  batte  ela(»sed,  and  the 
only  remedy  whidi  'we  haYe  attempted  against 
these'  crying  enormities  has  been  negotiation  and 
remooatrance,  and  so  far  from  productngany  bene- 
ficial effect,  Great  Britain  has  made  new  innova- 
tions and  urged  new  pretensions,  vn til  the  neutral 
rifbts  of  the  United  States  are  entirely  destroyed. 
Let  it  not  be  focgotten.  that  for  the  abuses  enume- 
nied  war  i«  not  alone'  urged,  but  those  practices 
now  continue  and  are  pat  ija  more  rigorous  exe- 
cntion«  We  would  aj^ree  to  suffer  the  injuries 
in^led  ibr  thesake  ofpeace;  but  no  principle  of 
piracy  is  relia<}ubhed,  nqr  is  any  abuse  changed, 
and  the  United  States  sre  no.w  the  victim^  of  this 
desolating  system.  May  tha  wrath  df  this  nation 
kindle  into  a  flune  and  become  a  consuming^  fire  I 
Tboogh  slow  to  anger,  may  her  indignation  be 
like  the  mshing  of  ihighty  waters  and  the  volca- 
aic  eroptioos  of  Heda ! 

The  gentleman  froin  Virginia  has  called  the 
military  regular  forces  mercenaries.  If  by  this 
appellatioa  any  reproach  or  degradation  is  in- 
tended,, its  justice  and  propriety  is  defied.  In 
times  like  the  present,  wtien  daftgers  thicken  upon 
nB,at  the  moment  .when  we  are  compelled  by 
mostwaoton  tysanny  upon  the  high  seas,and  upot) 
land  nay  be  added,  to  abandon  our  peaceful  ha(H 
iu  for  tlie'din  of  arms,  officers  and  soldiers  in  this 
coQBtry  are  governed  by  the  noble  feelings  of  pa^ 
triotiMa  and  of  valor.  The  history  of  the  world 
nuy  be  ransacked ;  other  nations  may  be  brougbt 


in  rctview  before  us,  and  examples* of  greater  he- 
roism cannot 'be  quoted,  than  shall  be  perfomied 
in  battle  by  our  officers  and  soldiers,  military,  and 
naval,  and  marine.  The  deeds  i>f  their  ancestors 
wot)ld  be  before  them ;  glory  would  animate  tb^r 
bosoms,  and  Ipve  of  country  would  nerve  the  heart 
to  deeds  of  .mighty  fama  If,  therefbre,  there 
should  not  be  a  diminution  of  respect. for  tljiose 
who  entertsdn  an  opinion  so  degradiog  to  our 
arm.|r,  it  should  at  least -be  understood  that  such 
opinions  do  not  lessen  the  confidedce  due  to  those 
who  faithfully'  serve  their  country,  and  who 
would  lay  down  their  life  for  it.  This  reflection 
brings  to  memory  the  late  memorable  conflict 
jipon  the  Wabash*  Croverdor  Harrison  pitched  his 
tents,  near  the  Prophet's  town ;  and  although  this 
fanatie  had  -his  followeri  ooUected,  and  the  Amer* 
,cap  forces  ^ere  anxious  to  finish  work  by  an  open 
and  day-light  engagement,  if  there  was  a  neces- 
9«t]r  to  resort  to  arms,  their  impetuous  vaJor  .was 
easily. stayed,  wh^  they. were  informed  that  the 
while  flag  of  peace  was  to  be  hoisted  next  n>orn- 
ittg,  and  the  effo^n  of  blood  was  to  be  spared. 
But  in  the  silent  watches  «of  the  night,. relieved 
from  the  fatigues  of  valor,  and  slumbering  Under 
the  perfidious  promises  of  the  savages,  who  were 
infuriated  and  made  drank  by  British  traders, 
dreaming  of  the  tender  smile  of  a  mother,  and  the 
fopd  embraces  of  affectionate  wives,  and  of  prat- 
tling children  upon  their  knees,  on  their  return 
from,  the  fatigaes  of  a  oampaign  1— 4be  destMyers 
^ame  With  tie  silent  instruments  of  death,  the 
war  clufb,  ^e  scalping  kniie,  tbe  tomahawk,  and 
the  bow  and  arrow  r  with  these  they  penetrate 
into  the  heart  of  otir  forces— they  enter  the  tents 
of  our  officers-^many  close  their  eyes  in  death — 
it  was  a  trying  moment  for  the  rest  of  our  heroes, 
but  they  Wfre  equal  to  tbe  dreadful  occasion.  The 
American  forces  flew  to  arms  j^  they  rallied  at  the 
voice  of  their  offieets,  and  soon  cheeked  the  work 
of  death.  The*  savages  were  8uccesf«ively  and 
successfully  charged  and  driven  until  day-li|;ht. 
when  they  dlsappeased  like  the  nHst  of  moraingi 
In  this  dreadful  conflict  many  were  killed  and 
wounded  on  1)0^1  aides  y  and  the  volunteers  and  the 
regiment  under  Colonel  Boyd  acted  knd  fooght 
with  equal  bravery  and  to  their  iri&morlal  honor. 
The  volunteers  from  Kentucky  were  men  of  valor 
and  worlh— youag  tnen  of  hopeful  prospects,  and 
married  men  of  reputation  and  intelligence)  gov- 
erned by  no  mercenary  views — ^honor  prompted 
them  to  serve  their  country.  Some  of  these  fallen 
heroes  were  my  aoqua  in  lances,  my  friends:  one 
not  the  least  conspicuous  lived  in  my  distriet-*- 
Colooel  Owens;  Colonel-  Daviess,,  a  neighbor. 
You,  Mr.  Speaker,  know  tbe  worth  of  some  of 
these  men ;  and'  1  regret  that  you  are  not  in  my 
place  to  speak  their  praise.  ^6  long  as  the  re- 
cords of  this  transaction  remain,  the  9th  of  No- 
vember will  not  be  forgotten)  and  time  shall  only 
brighten  the  fame  of  tbe  deeds  of  our  army,  and 
a  tefir  shall  be  shed  for.  those  who  have  fallen. 
But  the  loss  wilt  not  b^  felt  by  the  public  alone: 
the  friends  of  their  social  hours  wil>  regret  their 
loss ;  the  widow  will  mourn  her  disconsolate  situ* 
ation;  the  orphan  shall  cry  for  the  return  of  his 
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father  in  y&fn ;  and  the  mother  carry  her  sorrow 
to  ihe  grave.  Let  this  ornaitfeiited  hall  he  clothed 
with  the  symbols  of  mourning,  although  our  army 
proved  victorious  in  war ;  and  to  their  memory 
let  fit  monument  he  erected  in  the  hearts  of  a  grate- 
ful country. 

Mr.  WRiGHT.-^Mr  Speaker.  I  must  beg  the 
injjulgence  of  the  House  while  I^  deliver  my  opin- 
ion on  the  subject  now  under  con^deration.  th.e 
most  important  that  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  I^  sir,  sh&li  take 
the  liberty  of  varying  the  jiuesljon  from  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Virginia,  (Mf.  Randolph,) 
who  yesterday  considered  it  a  question  of -peace 
or  war.    I  shall  bonsiderit  as  a  queslioii  of  war 

'  or  submission,  dire  alt.erDativ.es;  of  which,  how- 
ever, I  trust  DO  honest  American  can  hesitate 4n 
choosing,  when  the<  question  is  correctly  stated 
and  distinctly  uoderstobd.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  contends,  that  it  is  a  dispute  about  the 
carrying  trade,  brooffht  on  us.  bv  the  cupidity  of 
the  American  merchants,-'  in  which  the  farmer 
and  planter  have  little  interest,;  that*  he  will  joot 
conient  to  tax  his  cohstltueilts  to  carrv  on  a  war 
for  it  J  that  the  enemy  is  invulnerable  on  the 
"  mountain.  >rave,"  the  element  of  our  wron^^, 
but  should  they  violate  the  *'nafa^  M^um,?'  he 
Would  point  all  the  enerffies  of  the  nation  and 
avenge  the  wrong.  Was  that  gentleman  stricken 
on  the  nose  by  a  man  so  tall  that  he  could  not 
reach  his  nose,  1  strongly  incline  to  think  his 
mimly  pride  would  not  permit  him  to^decline  the 
conflict.  Sir,  the  honorable  member  1s  incorrect 
in  his  premises,  and,  of  course,  in  -his  bonclnsions. 
1  will  endeavpr  to  convince  him  of  this,  i^nd 
ahall  be  gratified  if  X  caa  enlist  his  talents  on  the 
side  of  a  bleeding  countrv.  Sfr,  the  violations  of 
the  commercial  rights,  or  which  we  complain  do 
not  only  embrace  the  carrying  trade,  properly  so 
called,  but  also  the  carrying  of  the  products  of 
our  own  soil,  the  fruits  of  bur  oi^n  industry; 
these,  although  injurious  only  to  our  property, 

'  are  just  causes  of  war. '  But,  Ar,  the  impressment 
of  our  native  seamen  is  a  stroke  at  the  vitals  of 
liberty  itself,  and  although  it  doe^  not. touch' the 
*^naial$^  $ohim^^^  yet,  it  enslaves  the    ^(nativoa 

^^toa"^the  tmtiye  sons  of  Amerifcn;  and,  in  the 
ratio  that  liberty  is  preferable  to  property,  ought 
to  enlist  the  patriotic  feelings  of  xhat  honorable 
member,  and  make  his  bosom  burn  with  that 
holy  fire  that  inspired  the  patriots  of  the  Revolu^ 
tion. 
Sir,  the  carrying  trader*by  which  I  mean  the 

-earryiog  artides  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
facture of^  a  foreign  clime-^except  artrdes  con- 
traband of  war«^;s  as  much  the  right  of  the 
American  people  as  the  carrying  the  products'Of 
their  own  soil,  an^  is  not  only  secured  by  the  law 
of  nations,  but  by  the  positive  provisions  of  the 
British  Treaty.  To  us,  sir,  it  is  an  all-important 
right.  We  import  from  the  West  Indies,  annu- 
ally, property  to  the  amount  of  forty  millions  of 
dollars,  for  which  we  pay  in  the  products  of  our 
own  soil;  of  this,  ten  millions  only  are^consomed 
in  the  United  Slates,  and  the  surplus  thirty  mil- 
lions are,  exported  to  foreign  countries  on  which 


the  American  merchant  pays  three  per  cent*  on 
the  duties  to  the  United  States,  obtains  the  profits 
on  the  freight  of  thirty  millions  of  dolkirc,  auad 
furnishes  a  caatket  for  American  productions  to 
the  same  amount.  The  honorable  geBtlemmn 
from  Virginia,  said,  that  that  little  spot  in  Mary- 
land, Baltimore,  which  was  well  fortiied  mad 
secure  from  an  attack,  had  unbounded  inil«eQce ; 
*^that  the  lords  of  Baltimore"  governed  the  Rep- 
resentatives pf  Maryland  in  their  votes  on  this 
sul^ect.  No,  sir,  every  district  of  Maryland  aol- 
emnly  protests  against  submission  to  ahy  foreign 
Power,  and  t  have  no  doubt  will  approve  me 
vote**  of  their,  raeftobers  on  this  floor,  "^  to  prepare 
for  waV'or  fbr  war  itself,  rather  than  aobmis- 
sion.  Baltimore,  by  the  industry  and  cofotner- 
cial  enterprise  of  her  citizens,  has  grol^fi  oat  of 
the  sea  into  a  sreat  commercial  city,  has  diffosad 
the  benefits  of  commerce  into  every  section  of 
the  State,  by  OMiking  a  great  demand  for  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  soil  -And  industry,  and  a  cun sequent 
increase  of  price,,  whereby  every  foot  of  land  in 
Maryland  is  matle  more  valuable,  and  whereby^ 
the  interest -of  every  part  of  the  State  is  identi- 
fied with  theirs;  for  this  she  is  justly  entitled  to 
piir  respect.  But,  sir,*she  has.no  ocoadon  to  in- 
fuse hefpatriotiefire — so  pre-eminent  in  the  ease 
of  the  Gh^apeake-i-into  the  Hepresentatives  of 
Maryland.  Tbev  know  the  wishes  of  their  con- 
stituents, and  will  most  certainly  obey  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  if  the  genddmaa  from 
Virginia  will  Dot  defend  the  carrying  of  foreign 
articles,  he  will. defend  the  carrying  the  prodticts 
of  our  own  soil,  a  right  'most  disgracefaliy  vio- 
lated. When  our  own  citizens  have  been  carry- 
ing provisions' — the  produce  of  tGeir  own  soil,  in 
their  own  ships— to  feed  -tb^  armies  of  Bngland, 
and  her  aflies  dn  the  continent  of  Europe^-they 
have  beeu  captured  on  their  homeward- bona d 
passage,  on  the'ir  own  coast,  and  condeained  in  a 
British  Court  of  Admiralty.  •  If  this  does  n<»t  in- 
spire him,  yet  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  when 
he  reflects  on  'the  impressment  of  oar  native 
.American  seamen,  white  carrv ing  the  products 
of  our  own  industry  to  mariet,  thoosanda  of 
whom,  at  this  0K>ment,  are  languishing  under  the 
ignominious  scourge,  on  board. the  internal  float- 
ing castles  of  Great  Britain,  he  will  ^el  like  an 
American,  devoted,  to  avenge  their  wrongs.  He 
has-said,  ihat  if  Great  Britain  had  an  ageoe^  in 
exciting  the  Indians  to  the  massacte  of  the  troops 
under  Governor  Harrison,  he  would  aveari^  it. 
Sir,  can  he  then  feel  less  boOnd  to  avenge  the 
slavery  and  death  of  American  impressed  sea- 
men, committed  directly  by  Britons  themselves, 
•than  the  death  of  citizens  by.  the  savages  through 
a  British  agency  ?  I  should  like  to  hear  htna  ex- 
ercise his  log^ical  talent  in  the  discrimination  of 
these  cases,  which,  however  profound,  Would,  I 
presume,  he  ioefiectual  to  that  purpose.  Sir,  the 
impressmeni  of  American  seamen  is  of  anaient 
date.  The  outrage  was  remonstrated  agaiost  by 
our  Washington,  and  bv  every  Adminstration 
since,  and  every  diplomatic  energy,  in  every  Ad- 
ministration, exerted  to  put  a  stop  to  this  iola- 
mous  practice^  in  vain. 
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Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  honorable  gentlemen  If  we 
■re  not  bound  by  the  mofet  solemn  ties  to  protect 
our  seamen  by  all  the  lawful  means  we  possess? 
I  have  e^er  considered  that  protection  and  tfHe- 
giance  were  reciprocal  obligations — the  eounier- 
parts  of  each  other;  that  the -protection  of  the 
citizen  in  bis  liberty  was  secorecf  to  him  by  the 
Constitution,  and  every  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment bound  b^  oath  to  support  that  Constitailon, 
securing  to  him  that  right*  I  ask,  sboul^  an 
impressed  American  seaman  who  'bad  been  for 
seTen  years  under  the  lash,  ajid  whom  we  had, 
during  that  time  neglected,  be  indicted  for  high 
treason  when  found,  with  our  'enemies,  in  arms 
igaittst  us — should  he  plead  specially  that  fact, 
would  it  aTail  him  ?  And  if  it  would  not,'how 
can  we  neglect  to  protect  htm  in  his  liberty,  se- 
cured by  the  social  compact  whrcb*we  are  bound 
by  oath  to  execute?  M!r..  Speaker,,  it  is  .well 
known  that  my  sympathies  have  always  been 
enlisted  for  this  hardy  and  valuable  class  of  our 
fellow-citizens,  ^ho,  thpugh  poot.  yet  as  "  hoi(iest 
tan,'' proverbially,  in  li  peculiar  manner  are  en- 
titled to  ovfr  protection. 

Sir,  we  all  recolfect  the  capture  of  the  Phtlii- 
delpbia  by  the  Tucks,  and  we  can  never  forget 
how  the  news  of  so  many  of  our  fellow-citizens 
being  subjected  to  Turkish  bondage,  in  a  moment 
so  electrified  the  syidpathies  of  the  American  peo>- 
ple  that  a  squadron  was,  without  delay,  despatched 
to  the  Mediterranean^  and  a  lar^e  sUm  of  money 
voted  for  their  ransom.  But,  sir,  the  murder  of 
Pierce,  in  our  ewn  waters  5  the  killing  of  our  cit- 
izens in  the  Chesapeake ;  the  hanging  of  Wilson 
in  cold  blood,  taken  oat  of  that  ship  by  violence ; 
and  the  very  recent  case  of  the  American  citi- 
zen impressed  into  the  "  Little  Bell"  and  com- 
pelled to  fight  a^inst  his  owtv  countrymen,  and 
who  was  killed  m  that  action,  are  fresh  in  our 
recollection.  '  And  if  these  outrages,  wbieh  cry^ 
aloud  for  vengeance,  do  not  animate  you,  I  fear 
the  sacred  fire  that  inspired  your. fathers  in  the 
Revolution  is  nearly  extinguished,  and  the  liberty 
of  their  degenerate  sons  in  jeopardy. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  fcom  Virginia  has. 
declared  th^t,  if  he  could  believe  that  the  late 
massaereof  the  troo|>?,  in  the  attack  on  Governor 
Harrison  by  the  Indians,  under  the  iProphet,  was 
the  efiect  of  British  agency,  he  would  xtnite  with 
us,  heart  and  hand,  and  persionally  assist  to  avenge 
the  bloody  deed.  I  feel  a  confidence,  that,  if  the 
gentleman  will  attend  to  the  circumstances  of 
Ukis  case,  and  take  'a  retrospective  view  of  the 
conduct  of  the  British  Government,  he  will  feel 
Bo  doubt  of  the  Tact.  I  will  take  the  Itberty  of 
pointing  the  gentleman's  attention  to  some  of  the 
prominent  features  of  ti^at  Government^  Which 
win  go  far  tn  establishing. that  fact..  When  Dun- 
more,  Gkjvernor  of  Virginia  in  1776,  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  quit  the  seat  of  government,  aiid  go  on 
board  the  fleet  for  safety  from  the  Revolutionary 
Tengeaaee  of  the  patriots  of  Virginia-— at  a  perioif, 
too,  when  the  Americans  were  suing  for  justice 
by  their  bumble  petitioiHt  to  the  King  and  rarlia- 
metdf  and  when  that  Chatham,  the  gentleman 
fftna  Virginia  has  so  highly  extolled,  was  the  Ad- 


vocate of  our  violated  rights^ — Dun  more  issued  a 
proclamation  inviting  the  negroes  to  bis  standard ; 
to  cut  the  throats  of  their  masters ;  and  promised 
(hem  a  pardon.  This  fact,  1  know,  from  having 
presented  that  proclamation  to  a  court  at  North- 
ampton ^n  Virginia,  to  induce  them  to  commute 
the  punishment  of  death,  passed  otk  some  of  the 
victim^  of  his  perfidy,  to  working  in  the  mines; 
which  they  did.  1  will  next  remind  the  gentle- 
man of  the  speech  of  Lorcl  Dorchester  to  the  In- 
dians after  the  peace,  in  which  he  advises  them 
to  use  the  tomahawk  and  s^alping-knife,-  where- 
by numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers, 
of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  conditions,  were  sacrificed. 
This  was  the  cause  of  the  Indian  war  that  shortly 
after  took  place.  This  fact  was  attested  by  the 
newspapers  of  the  day,  which  had  universal 
credit.  . 

These  cases  go  to  prove  that  the  principles  that 
ought  to  govern  civilized  nations  .have^  at  all 
times,  been  totally  disregarded  by  the  officers  and 
agents  of  that  Government.  After  these  6ases, 
we  shall  feel  little  hesitation  iu  believing  there 
was  a  British  agency  in  the  case  of  the  massacre 
by  the  Prophet V  troops  on  Governor  Harrison'a 
detachment,  when  the  circumstances  relied  on 
are  duly  considered.  At  the  late  great  council 
with  Governor  Harrison,  the  chiefs  of  many 
tribes  were  convened,  allof  Whom,  except  Te- 
eumseh,  the  Prophet's 'brother,  in  their  speeches 
avowed  their  fiiendly  dispositions,  and  devotioa 
to  |»eace  with  the  United  States.  Tecumseb, 
who,  with  a  number  of  his  tribe,  «ame  horn  Fort 
Maiden,  in  Canada,  declare!  hi:^  hostile  intea-^ 
tions  against  the  United  Statest  left  tb«  council 
with  that  avowed  intention,  and  returned  again 
to  Port  Maiden.  Shortly  after  this,  the  Shaw- 
anees.  assembled  a  large  body  in  arms  in  the 
Indiana  Territory,  tinder  the  Prophet,  and  com- 
mftted  the  assault  pa  the  troops  of  Governor 
Harrison,  though  they  have  paid  for  their  temer- 
ity. This,  1  trust,  connected  as  it  is  with  the  im- 
morality and  extraordinary  pretensions  0/  that 
Government  at  this  crisrs,  will  satisfy,  not  only 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  but  this  House,  of 
a  British  afi^ency  in  the  case.    , 

But  to  divert  our  attention  from  the  wrong^s  of 
which  we  complain,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
tells  us  that,  our  own  restrictive  system  has  un- 
done us;  that  our  cotton  is  reduced  to  seven  cents, 
and  our  tobacco  to  nothing.  Sir,  there  are  now- 
HO  restrictions  to  the  exportation  of  these  articles, 
and  if  that  had  been  the  cause,  on  its-removal  the 
effect  would  have  ceased  with  it.  No,  sir^  we  are 
to  look  for  the  cause  of  the  reduction  of  (he  prices 
of  onr  cotton  and  tobacco  in  the  political  and 
eommercial  history  of  Europe.  The  price  of  cot- 
ton depends  Off  the  demand  for  the  manufactures 
of  that  article;  the  English-made  cottons  denendo 
ed  on  the  continental  nrarkets.  from  which  the 
British  manufactures  are  excluded.  The  price  of 
tobacco  never  was  materially,  varied  by  the  cour 
sumption  in  England,  but  depended  on  the  for- 
eign demand  from  Great  Britain,  which,  by  their 
exclusion  from  the  continent,  is  almost  entirely 
arrested.    Sir,  if  we  examine,  with  eandor,  the 
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jeause  of  the  redaction -of  the  priees'of  these  arii 
cles)  we^hail  find  that  the  retaliatory  systeitn  of 
.  the  twogreat  bellifferenlft.prQdueed  it:  "The Brit- 
ub  procumation  blockading  system,"  of  1806,  in- 
duced the  continental  blockade  of  1807,  and  ulti- 
mately the  interdiction  of  all  articles  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
Continent. 

America)  ever  faithful  to  herself,  determinc(d 
to  preserve  a  state  of  neutrality,  and  not  to  com- 
mit her  destinies  with,  eith^  of  the  great  belli-' 
gerents  who  were  deciding  the  rise  and  fall, of 
empires,  by  the  sword,  and  recording  their  desti- 
nies in  blood.  Our  policy  was  peace,  and  in  this 
we  perseyered  with  a  dpgree  of  equanimity  un- 
exampled in  the  annals  of  the  world :  nor,  sir, 
was  the  noo-dntefcourse  act,  now  so^  violently 
complained  of  by  Great  Britain,  marked  with  the 
slightest  shade  of  partiality.  By  thai  act,  at  the 
same  time,t^Qd,as  it  were,  '^unoflaJtu,^^  we  offered 
to  both  nations  the  same  terms,  agrejBd  not  to  im- 
port any  articles,  the  growth,  pric^uce,  olr  manu- 
facture, of  the  other,  her  eolooi^s  or  depepdencies, 
on  either  revoking  theic  edicts  violating  our  neo^ 
tral  commeree^  unless  they  should,  within  th^te 
months  thereafter,  revxijce  their  edicts.  *The  Em- 
peror of  the  French  did  revoke  his  4ecree»,  but 
the  British  did  not  revoke  their  Orders  in  Goud- 
cil  within  the  three  months,  biH  Congress,  ii\  her 
peaceful  policy,  by,  a ,  law^  invited  her,  and  au- 
thorized her  to  do  it  at  any  time;  so  that,  in  fact, 
•he  may  be  considered  as  fixing  the  restrictions 
of  which  she  complains,  on  herself,  as  she  has  it 
ia  her  power  to  remove  them  at  her  will. and 
pleasurle. 

Sir,  the  monstrous  pretensions  insisted  on  by 
tier  Minister,  near  the  United  States,- wore  not 
less  ezdeptionable  in  their  ma,trer^ .  However,  the 
American  Minister,  in  a  style  and  manner  that 
did  honor  to  his  head  and  hb  hqart,  detected 
itMl  exposed  their  fallacies,  and  plaeed  the  Uai- 
ted  Statfs  on  that  high  ;ground  her  just  claims 
entitled  h^r  to  hold,  and  gave  a  celebrity  tothat 
State  paper,  that  it  will  be  quoted  with  pride  by 
the  Aoierican  statesman,  as  the  mirror  of  British 
insolence. 

.  Mr.  Spe^iker,  \  regret  that  the  gentleman  from 
Yiryinia  should  ascribe  to  gentlemen  of  the  West, 
a  disposition  for  war,  with  a  view  to  raise  the 
price  of  their  hemp ;  or  to  the  gentlemen  of  tbe 
North,  with  a  view -to  jaise  the  pricfe  of  their 
beef  and  floor.  These,  sir,  are  selfish  motive, 
and  such  i  cannot,  for  a  moment,  believe,  will  be 
taken  into.<^nsid6ration;  they  will,  with  every 
other  section  of  the  Union,  unite  in  deciding  it 
on  its  meriu;  they  will  count  the  wriBngs  we 
have  sustained  ;,  they  will  reflect  that  the  honor, 
the  interest,  and  the  very  indepeqdence,  of  the 
United  States,  is  directly  attacked;  they^ will,  as 
guardians  of  the  natipn's  rights,  agreeably  to  the  ad- 
viceof  the  Administration, "put  the  United  States 
intoan  armor  apid  an  attitude  demanded  by  the  cri- 
sis^ and  correspondent  with  the  national  spirit  and 
expectations  r  they  will  prepare  to  chastise  the 
wrongs  of  the  British  Cabinet,  which  the  Presi- 
dent t^ls  usf "  have-  the.  character  as  well  .as  the 


effect  of  war,  oa  our  comniercial  rif^hti^  wbich 
DO  independent  nation  cAn  relinquuh."  They 
will  decide  with  the  President,  the  Executive  or- 
gaQ  of  the  oation'd  will,  *^  that  tbe»e  wrongs  tie 
DO  Ipnger  to  be  endured."  They  will  decide  with 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Refations,  *' that  for- 
bearance longer  to  rep^  these  wrongs  has  cetsed 
to  he  a  virtuoi"  aiHi,  1  hope- they  will  decide  with 
me.  that  submission  is  &  crime :  and,  sir,  if  the]r 
will  examine  a  document  on  that  table,  1  mean 
the  returns  qf  the  twelfth  Congress^  and  compare 
them  with  the  eleventh,  they  will  find  aearlyone 
half  of  the  eleventh  Conaress  renaoved.  This,  sir. 
may  Qorrectly  be  considered  a3  the  senteoceol 
the  nation  a^inst  the  doctrine  of  ^ubmissioo;  it 
is  pertainly  an.  expression  of  the  nation's  will,  ia 
a  language  not  .to  he  misunderstood,  and  too  se- 
rious in  Its  application  not  to  be  respected.  We 
have  alsc^  sir,  tbe  expr^ion  of  Maryland,  through 
ber  Senate,  wbo  unanimously,  approved  tbe  8pl^ 
ited  resolutions,  introduced  bV  the  late  Qoreroor, 
wiio  did  not  suffer  his  exposea  situation,  so  alarm- 
ing^ m  the  opinion  of  the  aentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, to  deter  him  from,  doioff  his  dut]r..  We 
have,  also,  sir,  the  seso^itioas  of  the  LegisUture 
of  Pennsyli^nia,  ai^  honest  test  of  their  non-suh- 
mission  principles,  Mr^  Spei^ker,  I  cannot  forbear 
the  retoark  that,  while  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia ascribes  to  the  West  and  to  the  North  in- 
terested motives,  he  confesses  that  tbe  situaiioa 
of  the  blac^  in  ih^  State  he  represents,  impressed 
as.  they  are  with  the  ne^  French  principles  of 
libeiiy,  and  their  desire  for  the.  fraternal  hug,  are 
seriously  to  be  feared ;  that  these  new  principles 
hare  been,  taught  them  by  the  pedlers  from  the 
East,  who,-while  they  sell  their  trinkeu,  incul- 
cate these  doctrines. .  He;iuffers.his  fears  for  the 
State  he  represenla,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  on  ac- 
count of  th$  blacks,  to  irUer^i  him ;  and  had  be 
not  told  us  that,  if  the  ^'tuUale  sdum^^  was  touch- 
ed, or  that,  if  there  was  a  British  agency  in  the 
late  attack  01^  Governor  Harrison,  he  would  go  to 
war,  I  shoiild  have  been  ready  to  conclude  that, 
as  tbe  state  of  the  blacks  would  be  a  permaoeat 
objection,  no  .cause  coukl  occur  that  would  io- 
duce  him  to, go  to  war. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  froVn  Virginia  uj%, 
he  expects  th  be  charged  with  being  under  BrU- 
ish  influenee ;  however,  he  disregarded  it.  I  as- 
sure hio^  I  shall  not  be  one  of  his  accusers ;  1  be- 
lieve him  governed  by  hiiHself,  and  io^uenced  bf 
pure  American  motives,  and  that,  if  be  saw  the 
subject  as  I  do,  his  bosom  would  burn  with  the 
satme  sacred  fire  to  avenge^  our  wrongs ;  and  were 
I  to  h^af  him  charged  in  his  absence  with  British 
influence^  I  should  repel  it,  notwithstanding  he 
has  told  us,  in  a  prideful  mannexj  that  he  bad  de- 
scended fjTom  British  finoestors;  thai»  from  a 
Shakspeare  he  had  formed  his  taste,  from  a  Locke 
his  mind,  from  a  Chatham  l^is  politics,  from 
a  Sydney  his  patriotism,  from  a  Tillotson  his 
religion.  Mr.  Speaker,  had  Ihe^n  thajt  hono^ 
able  member,  I  should  have  hoa^^sd  a  nobler 
line  of  ancestry  ;  I  should  r];^av<e  claimed  mf 
descent  from  the  beardless .  Powhatan,  and  th« 
impiortal  Pocahontas  i  and  X  should  hav9  t0k^ 
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as  models,  from  my  own  Stste^  a  Henry  far  my 
eloquence,  a  Jelfersoo  ibr  my  politics,  a  Wasb- 
iogtOQ  for  my  patriotism,  aod  a  Madison,  or  ra- 
ther the  Oracles  of  Rerelalien,  for  my  religion. 
Bbc,  sir.  I  am  inyself  so  mnoh  a  Roman,  tbat  I 
can  troiy  say,  in  their  lav'gmige,  i       - 

"Ant  genus  out  proato^  aut  qua  non  ftcimxus  ipMe^ 
vix  ea  hoatra  voeo.** 
**  Honor  and  sham^  from  no  condition  rite, 
Act  wen  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies." 

Sir,  the  charge  of  foreign  inliaence,  and  the  re* 
criminatioo  of  one  political  party  b^  ike 'other, 
arc  iMpleasant  things.  I  should  rejoice  to  see 
thecortain  of  otdivion  drawn  over  them,  and  all 
imitiag  under  the  nobler  distinction  of  Amertcaa. 

L  air,  feel  it  doe  to  the'Federab'sts  pf  Maryland 
to  declare  that,  when  the  outrage  was  committed 
on  tbe  Chesapeake,  th^y  expressed'ap  equal  zeal 
to  aTcnge'  the  wrong,  and  to  volunteer  tbeir  sdr- 
Tieea  uader  the  standard  of  their  common  coun- 
try. Nor,  SIT,  can  I,  from  tke  pieasiag  aspect  this 
House  presented  wiiea  acting  on  ihe  fii9t  fesohi- 
tion,  feel  a  doubt  that  they  will^on  if;ll  proper  oc- 
casions, zealously  cD-op6rate  m  protecting  the 
solid  interests  of  this  country,  to  which  their  des- 
tinica  are  committed.  ' 

Sir,  I  sincerely  Regret  that  the  gentleman  from . 
Ylfgtina  should  treat,  with  sp  much  freedom,  that 
clask  of  seciety,  which,  in  case  of  a  war,  must 
make  the  standing  army.  It  was  illy  calculated, 
to  aid  The  recruiting  service,  to  cdll  Aiem  ^  the 
seoarings  of  th^  seiei  ports,  to  be  collected  by  the 
seavengere  of  the  army,"  •*  the  engines  of  despot- 
ism,**  ever  dangerous  to  liberty.  This  codld 
have  no  good  effect.  That  there  is  a  mixed  soci- 
ety in  the  seaporu  I  tfdmit— adventulrers  from  all 
nations— but  the  great  massof  our  people  are  truly 
respectable ; ,  and  I  trust  the  honesty  of  their  prin- 
efpies  is  not  to  be  measured  by  any  standard  of 
veaikh.  The  usual  bounty  and  pay;  with  this 
100  acrea  of  land}  aad  the  Ibve  of  their  coontry, 
wilt  induce  our  respectable  yoting  meh  to  enlist ; 
they  will  never  suffer  those  rights,  if^^^  inheri- 
taUKe^  porchaMd  by  the  blood  of  iheir  Others  of 
the  Revolution,  to  td  lost  by  the  degeneracy  c^flheir 
SOBS.  I  wish  gen tiiemen,  when  they  speak  of  th« 
soldievy^  Would  recollect  how  thej  came  into'this 
Ho«^  and  by  whose  blood  the  mdependeoce  of 
the  United  Btatto  was  nutchased.  Bk^  if  they 
witfextmine  their  own  history,  tbey  will  find  that 
theittxia  bibod  was  paid  by  the  poor  in  the  ra- 
tio-^ sixty-four  to  four,  the  aumber  of  privates 
#heB  conipared  With  the  offers ;  and,  indeed, 
they  will  find  vhat  many  of  the  best  olBcSers  were 
pear.  8ir,  we  know  mady  of  the  private;$  of  tliat 
army  wfio  are  now  Among  the  most  respectable 
of  COT  cifisens. 

filr,  have  wt  ibrgocten  the  disinterested  patriot- 
ism ef  «  Ptuldiag,  a  Williams,  and  a  Yanwert, 
who  conducted  Andre  to  the  gibbet  7  They  were 
poor,  but  hopeat — gold  eould  nor  corrupt  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  same  patriotism  that  inspired 
their  fiitbers,  vet  Inspires  their  sons.  We  have, 
with  national  pride,  seen  a  Somers,  a  Wads- 
Woiih,and  an  Isvaet,  to  libemte  vhelr  brotbers  in 


arms  frotn  Turkish  slavery,  perform  a  prodigy  of 
valor  nnexampLed  in  the  pages  of  history.  It  has 
been. honorably  recorded  in  the  archives  of  Con- 
gress; and  their  monuments  in  the  Navy  Yard  will 
ever  be  dear  to  American.seamen,  and  an  evidence 
of  the  magnanimity  of  the  naval  officers  who  at 
their  own  expense  erected  them,  and  who,  in  a 
war  for  their  --impressed  brother  tars,  I  bave  no 
doubt  would  distinguish  thepaselves  whenever  an  * 
occasioii  presented  itself. 

Bui,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
coiild  be  be  reconciled  to  a  war  and  a  regular 
army,  would  have,  as  he  t^lls  iis^  insuperable  dif- 
ficulties on  account  of  a  coimmaader-in-chief.  He 
says  we  have  no  WAaEiNcvroif ,  and  that  our  pres- 
ent obieftain  is  a  a  acquilUdfelon,  Sir,  our  Wash- 
tROTOif  was  little  .known  at  the  commencement 
of  the  Revolution,  norhfter  he  was  ^nown  comd 
bis  distingmshed  character  secure  him  against 
latrigues  to  removis  bim  from  the  command  of 
the  Army;  however,  fhoy  fortunately  failed.  I 
am  truly  sorry^^sir,  that  the  delicacy  of  the  situa- 
tioh.of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  the  more 
delicate  situaiioo  of  General  Wilkinson,  (new 
'under  a  trial  by  a  court  martial,)  had  not  restrained 
bis  invectives.  In  such  a  case  the  press  is  muz- 
zkd,  nor  ought  sbch  freedom  of  speech  to  be  in- 
dulge4  in  ^bis  House.  ^ 

I  bppe  I  shall  be  excused  for  presenting  the 
resolutions  of  thai  Congress,  who  were  distio- 
'gpiehed  in  history  as  ^a  constiellation  of  worth- 
ies," lesttng  thc/eady,  the  actiye,«nd  distinguish- 
ed^ervices  of  General  Wilkinson,  a  native  of  Ma- 
ryland, with  whom  I  have  long  been  acqoaitited. 
In  November  6, 1777,  it  was 

«<  Mesoived,  That  Colonel  James  Wilkinson,  Adjutant 
Oenerml  of  the  Northern  Ansy,  in  consideration  of  his 
awVicss  in  tint  department,  and  being  strpngly  recom- 
mend^ by  Generol-  G^ites,  as  a  gaUant  officer,  and  a 
ptoiaising  piilitsffy  genius ;  and  haying  brought  the  des- 
patches ta  Conness  giving  an  account  of  ihe  surrender 
of  lieutenant  Geneial  Qucgoyne  and  his  army,  on  the. 
17th  October  last,  be  continued  in  his  present  employ- 
ment, with,  a  brevet  of  Brigadier  General  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States.'' 

In  Noveihber  6, 1778,  Congress  proceeded  to  the 
ekc^ioo  of  a  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  lyar  and 
Ordnance,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  James 
Wilkinson^  Esq.,  was  elected.  Again,  on  the  6th 
Mardh,  1778,  we  find  this  record  of  his  patriotisin 
and  magnanimity :  ^ 

'<  A  letter  of  the  3d,  (totik  James  Wilkinson,  was  read, 
setting  forth,  *  that  he  is  informed  the  marked  distinc- 
tion conferred  on  him  has  occasfon^d  a  dissatisfaction 
in'  the  Army ;'  that,  '  to  obviate  any  embarrassment 
that  may  result  from  the  disposition  by  the  eonkequent 
resignation  of  officers  of  merit,  he  begs  leave  to  reUn- 
quiMl  his  brevet  of  Brigadier,  wishidg  to  hold  no  com- 
misskm,  unless  he  can  wear  it  to  the  honor  and  advan- 
tage of  his  country ;  and  that  his  oonduet,  however 
^repugnant  to  £nhionable  an^Htioa,  he  finds  consisteat 
wi&  those  piiiMqyles  ibr  which  he  early  drew  his  sword 
in  the  present  contest." 

<•  Bemhed,  That  hi»  resignation  be  accepted." 

Here  is  a  record  of  his  \^9Lving  distinguished 
bimself  in  his.early  youth,  in  the  opinion  of  Con- 
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grvss,  who  presented  him  a  sword,  which  he  wore 
with  distioction  to  the  eod  of  the  war.        ^ 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  find  him  afterwards  in  the  con- 
fidence of  the  f^reat  Washiivoton,  when  Presi- 
deiK  of  the  United  Stales,  whose  penetration  and 
knowledge  of  him  taught  him  to  appi^eciate  his 
worth;  whose  confidence  he  retained  till  hisdeath. 
Wje  find  him  in  the  confidence  of  every  Admin-* 
istration — the  favorite  of  his  country-^untii  fee 
nipped  Burr's  treason  in  the  bud,  and  bad  brought 
the  traitor  nearly  to  the  gibbet,  and  had  sent  on 
a  number  of  choice  apirits^  connected  with  hitn 
in  the  work  of  treas6n,  fo  be  dealt  With  acoordisg 
to  their  crimes — an  offence  of  too  deep  «  dye  ever 
to  be  forg'iven  bv  them  and  their  powerful  friends. 
Hence,  atthough  he  received  the  approbation  of 
his  Goveraroeot,  and  the  plaudits  of  a  grateful 
country,  he  drew  down  upon  himself  a  train  of 
persecuftors  and  slanderers,  of  whose  history'  yroa 
are  well  informed  ;  of  whom  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that,  if  they  were  prosecuted  for  their 
forgeries  and  perjuries  with  half  the  zeal  that  b* 
has  been  perseeuted,  I  really  believe  wou(d  tiot  he 
caHed  acquitted  felons ,  Sir,  was  the  ^gentleman 
f^om  Vfrginia  correctly  informed  on  the  subject, 
such  are  my  impressions  of  his  magnanimity  and 
jastiee.  that  he  would  be  enrolled  with  the  friends 
of  the  General,  and  that  he  would  consign  hip  per- 
secutors and  accusers  to  the  obloquy  they  so  justly 
merit.  ',  . 

But,  sir,  from  a,  militia  of  nearly  eight  hundred 
thousand,  we  eati  never  be  at «  loss  to  create  a 
regular  army  of  thirty  or  forty  thousatid ;  nor,  sir, 
can  our  liberties  ever  be  endaD|rei:ed  by  that  army, 
while  we  have  an  armed  militia  of  seven  hondred 
thousand,  composed  at  least  of  aa  good  materials ; 
nor,  sir,  can  we  be  at  a  loss  for  a  commander  of 
that  atmy,  evea-  should  €leneral  Wilkinson  be 
slandered  oot  of  the  confid^ee  of  the  nation.  We 
oertaiifly  have  patriots  and  soldiers  of  talent  and 
enterprise,  who  would  have  the  confidence  of  the 
nation,  and  who  would  lead  her  Army  to  honor 
and  glory,  and  crown  their  arms  with  success. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  after  stating  his  desire  to  give 
his  support  to   the  report  oi  the  committee  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  moved  an  adjournment 
on  a(5coont  of  thie  Ijiteness  of  the  hour;  whioh^ 
was  carried. 


Tbursdat,  becember  12. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob 
Scbieffelin  and  Son,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
druggists,  praying  permissioq  to  import  merchan- 
dises from  the  British  island  of  Gaudaloupe,  to 
the  amount  of  debts  owing  to  them  by  inhabitants 
of  said  island. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  a  petition  of  Ogden  and 
Harrison,  merchants,  of  the  elty  of  New  York, 
praying  a  special  license  to  import  from  Great 
Britain  a  quantity  of  brass  wire,  to  be  used  in  the 
manufactory  of  pins,  and  in  machinery  for  drawv 
inff  wire.  .. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  a  petition  of  Jabez  Har- 
rison, merchant,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing permission  to  import  from  St.  Johns,  in  the 


British  province  of  New  Brtinswick,  sundry  mer- 
chandises, the  sole  property  of  the  petition€r. 

Mr«  M.  also  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  ship 
owners,  and  inhabttanU  of  tlte  city  of  New  York, 
praying  .that  the  non>importation  act  of  the  sec- 
ond of  March  last,  may  oe  so  altered  or  amentied 
as  to  permit  vessels  returningfrom  Gteat  Britain, 
to  ballast  with  coal  instead  of  earth  and  stooe, 
which  they  are  compelled,  under  the  existing 
conditions  of 'th^  said  act.  to  use. — Referred  sev- 
erally to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

The  Speaker  presented  two  petitions  from  the 
Legislative  Oouncil  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Mississippi  Territory;  one  praying 
for  an  extension  df  the  time  for  completing:  the 
payments  on  pre-emption  rightft  4o  lands;  the 
pther  praying  that  the  said  Territory  may  be 
erected  into  %  State  and  admitted  into  the  Union. 
-^iLaid  on  the  table. 

The  third  readinjO^  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
"  far  the  relief  of  Thomas  O'Bannon."  was  called 
for*;  when  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tne  table. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Coinmittee  on  Foreign  Relatioos, 

Mr*  Calhodw. — Mr.  Speaker :  I  understood  the 
o|VinT0U15r  the^'CaoKnittee  of,  Foreign  Relations 
differently  from  what  the  gentleman  from  Vir> 
ginis  (Mr.  Ranoolph)  has  stated  to  he  bisuiR- 
pressioQ.  -L  certainly  understood  that  committee 
as  recommending  the  measures  now  before  the 
House  as  a  preparation  for  war;  and  such  in  fact 
was  its  express  resolve,  agreed  to,  I  believe,  by 
every  member  except  that  gentleman.  I  do  not 
atuibute  any  wilful  misstatement  to  him,  bat 
consider  it  the  effect  of  inadvertency  or  mistake. 
Indeed,  the  report  could  mean  nothing  but  war  or 
empty  menace.  I  hope  no  member  of  this  House 
is  in  favor  of  the.  latter.  A  bullying,  menacing 
system  has  everything  to  condemn  and  notiiiog 
to  recomcAend  it;  in  expense,  it  is  jdoiost  as  con- 
siderable^^as  war;  it  excites  contempt  abroad,  and 
destroys  confidence  at  home.  Menaoes  are  serious 
things;  and,  if  we  expect  any  good  from  ihem, 
they  ought  to  be  resorted  \o  with  as  mueh  oaatioa 
and  seriousness  as  war  itself,  and  should,  if  not 
successful,  be  jnvaptably  fpliowetl  by  it.  It  was 
not  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  GAnxfj>Y} 
that  made  this  a  war  question.  The  resolve  coq- 
tenplates  an  additional  regular  force;  a  meaaor^ 
conlesaedly  improper  but  as  a  preparation  for  war, 
bat  undoubtedly  necessary  in  that  ev.enu  Sir,  1 
am  not  inseujiibie  of  the  weighty  importance  of 
this  question,  fop  the  first  time  submiUed  to  this 
House,  as  a  redress  of  our  long,  lift  of  eonuriaiats 
against  one  of  the  belligerents;  but,  acoerding  to 
my  mode  of  thinking  on  this  subjeet,  howerer 
serious  the  question,  whenever  I  am- on  its  affirm- 
ative side,  myconvictioD  must  be  strong  and  un- 
alterable. War,  in  this  country,  ought  oever  to 
be  resorted  to  but  when  it  is  cleeny  justifiable 
and  necessary ;  so  much  so,  as  not  to  require  the 
nid  of  logic  to  convince  our  reason,  nor  the  ardor 
of  eloqaenee  to  inflame  our  pasaion^    There  are 
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mtojr  reasons  why  this  country  should  never  re- 
sort to  it  but  for  causes  the  most  urgent  and  oe- 
cessarr.  It  is  sufficient  that,  under  a  Govern- 
meai  like  ours,  none  but  such  will  justify  it  in 
the  eye  of  the  nation ;  and  were  I  not  satisfied 
that  such  is  the  present  case,  I  c«ruinly  would  be 
DO  adrocate  of  the  proposition  now  .before  the 
House. 

Sir,  1  might  pcove^  the  waf,  should  it  ensue, 
jostifiable.  by  the  express" admission  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia-;  and  necessary,  by  facts  un- 
doubted and  universally  admitted,  such  as  that 
geodemaD  did  not  pretend  to  controvert.  The 
extent,  duration,  and  character  of  the  injuries  re- 
ceived; the  failure  of  those  peaceful  means  here- 
tofore resorted  to  for  the  redress  of  our  wrongs,  b 
my  proof  that  it  is  necessary.  Why  should  I  men- 
tioo  the  impressment  of  our  seamen  ;  depredation 
on  every  branch  of  our  commerctr,  including  the 
direct  export  trade,  continued  for  years,  and  made 
under  laws  which  professedly  undertake  to^  regu- 
late oor  trade  with  other  Jiations ;  negotiation, 
resorted  to  time  after  time,  till  it  is  become  hope- 
less; the  restrictive  system  pnersisted  in  to  avoid 
war,  and  in  the  vain  expectation  of  returning  jus- 
tice? The  evil  still  grows,  and  in  each  succeed- 
ing year  swells  in  extent  and  pretension  beyond 
the  preceding.  The.  question',  even  in  the  opinion 
and  admission  of  our  opponents,  is  reduced  to  this 
single  point — which  shall  we  do.  ybandon  or  de- 
fend ourown  comrnercial  and  maritime  righu, 
and  tfirpffsUtTaTTrBeriles  of  ourciiizens.employ- 
ed  in  exercising  them?  .Th^se  rights  are  essen- 
tially attacked,  and  war  is  the  only  means  of  re- 
dress. The  geotieman  from  Virginia  has  sug- 
gested noner— unless  we  consider  f  he  whole  of  his 
speech  as  recommending  patient  and  fesiffoed 
submission  as  the  best  remedy.  Sir,  which  ^ler- 
native  this  House  ought  to  embrace,  it  is  not  for 
me  to  say.  I  hope  the  decisiop  i»  made  already, 
by  a  higher  authority  than  the  voice  of  any  man. 
It  is  Dot  for  the  human  tongue  to  instill  the  sense 
of  independence  and  honor.  This  is  the  w6rk  of 
nature— a  generous  nature,  that  disdains  tame 
submission  to  wrongs., 

This  part  of  the  subject  is  so  imposing,  as  to 
enforce  ailenee  even  on  the  gentleman,  from  Vir- 
ginia. Hedared  not  to  deny  his'country's  wrong», 
or  vindicate  the  conduct  of  her  enemy. 

Only  one  point  of  that  gentleman's  argument 
bad  any.  the  most  remote,  reUtion  to  this  point* 
He  would  not  say  we  bad  not  a  good  cause  of 
war,  but  insisted  that  it  was  our  duty  to  define 
that  cause.  If  he  means  that  this  House  ought, 
at  this  stage  of  the  proceeding,  or  any  other,  to 
eDBmerale  such  violatiooa  of  our  rights,  aa  we  are, 
willing  to  contend  for,  he  prescribes  a  coune 
which  neither  good  aenae  or  the  usage  of  nations 
wtrraats.  When  we  contend,  let  us  contend  for 
all  our  righta;  the  doubtful  and  the  certain,  the 
uniotporiaot  and  eeaentiai.  It  is  as  easy  to  strug- 
gle, or  even  more  so,  for  the  whole  as  a  part»  At 
tke  termination  of  the  contest,  secure  all  that  our 
wisdom  and  valor  and  the  fortune  of  the  war  will 
permit.  This  is  the  dictate  of  common  sense; 
such  also  is  the  oskge  of  nations.    The  single  in- 


stance alluded  to,  the  endeavor  of  Mr.  Fox  to 
compel  Mr.  Pitt  to  define  the  object  of  the  war 
against  France,  will  not  support  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  in  his  position.  That  was  an  ex- 
traordinary war  for.  an  extraordinary  purpose, 
and  could  not  be  governed  by  the  usual  rules. 
It  was  not  for  conquest,  or  fur  redress  of  injury, 
but  to  impose  a  Government  on  France^  which 
she  refused  to  receive;  an  object  so  detestable, 
that  an  tfvowd  dare  not  be  made.  Sir,  here  t 
might  rest  the  question.  The  affirmative  of  the 
proposition  is  established.  I  cannot  but  advert, 
however,  to  the  complaint  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  the  first  time  he  was  upon  thisquestion. 
He  said  he  found  himself  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  supporting  the  negative  side  of  the  question, 
before  the  affirmative  was  established.  Let  me 
tell  t ha t^  gentleman,  that  there  is  no  hardship  in 
his  case.  It  is  not  every  affirmative  that  ought 
to  be  proved.  Were  I  to  affirm  the  House  is  now 
in  session,  would  it  be  reasonable  to  ask  for  proof? 
He  who  would  deny  its  truth, .on  him  would  be 
the  proof  of  so  extraordinary  a  negative.  How, 
then,  could  the  gentleman,  after  his  admissions, 
with  the  facu  before  him  and  the  nation,  com- 
plain ?  The  causes  are  such  as  to  warrant;  or 
rather  make  it  itidispensable  in  any  nation  not 
absolutely  dependent  to  defend  its  right»  by  force. 
Let  him,  then,  show  the  reasons  why  we  ought 
not  so  to  defend  ourselves.  On  him,  then,  is  the 
burden  of  proof.  This  he  has  attempted  ;  he  lias 
endeavored  to  support  his  negative.  Before  I 
proceed  to  answer  the  gentleman  particularly,  let 
me  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  circum- 
stance :  that  is,  that  alnaost  the  whole  of  his  argu- 
ments consisted  of  an  eoumeratibn  of  evils  .al- 
ways incident  to  war,  however  just  and  necessary; 
and  that,  if  the^  have  anv  force,  it  is  calculated 
to  produce  unqualified  suooHssion  to.  every  spe- 
cies of  insult  and  injury.  I  do  not  feel  myself 
bound  to  answer  arguments  of  the  above  descrip- 
tion ;  and  iT  I  should  touch  on  them,  it  will  be 
only  incidentally,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
rious refutation.  The  first  argument  of  t^e  gen- 
tleq^an.  which  I  shall  notice,  is  the  unprepared 
state  of  the  country'.  Whatever  weij;ht  this  ar- 
gument might  bare,  in  a  question  olimaiediate 
war.  it  surely  has  little  in  that  of  preparation  for 
it.  If  our  cotintry  is  unprepared,  let  us  remedy 
the  evil  as  soon  as  possible.  Let  the  gentleman 
submit  his  plan ;  and,  if  a  reasonable  one,  I  doobt 
not  it  will  be  supported  by  the  .House.  But,  sir, 
let  us  admit  the  fi^ct  and  the  whole  force  of  the 
argument,  I  ask  whose  is  the  fault?  Who  has 
been  a  mediber  for  many  years  past,  and  has  seen 
the  defenceless  state  or  his  country  even  near 
home,  under  his  own  eyes,  without  a  single  en- 
deavor to  remedy  so  serious  an  evil  ?  Let  him 
not  say  '^  I  have  acted  in  a  minority."  It  is  no 
le.<s  thie  duty  of  the  minority  than  a  majority  to 
endeavor  to  serve  our  country.  For  that  purpose 
we  are  sent  here,  and  not  for  that  of  opposition. 
We  are  next  told  of  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and 
that  the  peopje  will  toot  pay  taxes.  Why  not? 
Is  it  a  want  of  capacity  ?  What,  with  one  mil- 
lion tons  of  shipping,  a  trade  of  near  $100,000,000, 
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manafactdres  of  9150,000,000,  and  agriculture  of 
thrice  that  anaoDnt,  shall  we  be  told  the  countrj 
wonts  capacity  to  raise  and  support  ten  thousand 
or  fifteen  thousand  additional  reg^ultfrs?  No;  it 
h^s  the  ability,  that  is  admitied ;  "but  will  it  not 
have  the' disposition?  Is  not  the  course  a  jun 
and  necesfsary  one?  Shall  we^  then,  utter  this 
libel  on  the  nation  ?  Where  will  proof  be  found 
of  a  fact  80  disgraceful  ?  It  kt  said,  in  the  history 
of  the  country  twiE?l?e  or  fifteen  years  ago.  The 
case  is  not  parallel  The  ability  of  the  country  is 
greatly  increased  since,  l^e  object  of  that  tax 
was  unpopular.  But  on  this,  as  well  as  my 
memory  and  almost  infant  observation  at  that 
time  serve  ine,  the  <^bjection  was  hot  to  the  tax, 
or  its  amouof,  but  the  mode  of  c6lle6tioii.  The 
eye  of  the  nation  was  frightened  by  the  number 
of  officers^  its  Jove  of  liberty  shocked  with'  the 
multi|>licity  of  regulations.  We,  \n  the;  vile  spirit 
of  imitation,  copied  from  the  most  Oppressive  part 
of  European  laws  on  that  subject,  and  rmp<^sed 
oni^  young  and  virtuous  nation  all  the  severe 
provisipu^  made  necessary  by  corruption  and  long 
growitig  chicane.  If  taxes  should  De<;ome  neces- 
sary, I  do  not  hesitate, to  «ay  the  people  will  pay 
cheerfully.  It  is  for  their  Uoverdment  and  their 
cause,  and  would  be  their  interest  and  duty  to 
pay.  But  it  may  be,  and  I  believe  was  said,  that 
the  nation  wilt  not  peiy  taxes,  because  the  rights 
violated  are  not  worth  defendipg,  or  that '  the  de- 
fence will  cost  more  than  the  profit.  3ir,  I  here 
enter  my^  solemn  protest  against  this  low  and 
^^calculating  avarice"  entering  this  hall  of  lej^is- 
lation.  It  is  only  fit  for  isho|7s  and  counting- 
houses^  and  ou|;ht  not  to  disgrace  the  seat  of 
sovereignty  \)y  its  squalid  and  vile  appearance. 
Whenever  rt  touches  sovereign  power,  the  nation 
i^  ruined.  It  ii^  too  short-sighted  to  defend  itself. 
It  is  an  unpromi8io|r  spirit,  always  ready  to  yield 
a  part  to  save  the  balance.  It  is  too  tim\d  to 
have  in  kself  the  laws  of  self-preserva^iqn.  It  is 
never  safe  but  under  the  shield  of  honor.  ISir,  I 
only  know  of  one  principle  to  inake  a  natron  great, 
to  produce  In  this  country  not  the  form  but  ^eal 
spirit  of  union,  and  that  is,  to  protect  every  citizen 
in  the  lawful  pursuit  of  his  busraess.  *  He  will 
then  feel  that  he  is  backed  by  the  Government; 
that  its  arm  is  bis  arms ;  and  will  rejoice  in  its 
increased  strength  and  prosperity.  Protection 
and  patriotism  are  reciprocal.  This  js  the  road 
that  all  great  nauons  ha^e  trod.  Sir,  I  am  not 
rersed  in  this  calculfiting  policy ;  and  will  not, 
therefore,  pretend  to  estimate  in  dollars  and  cents 
the  value  of  national  independence,  or  national 
afiection.  I  cannot  dare  to  ineasure,  in  shillings 
and  pence,  the  misery,  the  stripes,  and  the  slavery 
of  our  itnpressed  seamen ;  nor  even  to  value  our 
shipping,  commercial,  and  agricultural  losses,  un- 
der the  Orders  in  Council  and  the  ^nti^h  system 
of  blockade.  I  hope  I  have  not  condei|ined  any 
prudent  estimate  of  the  means  of  a  country,  be- 
fore it  enters  on  a  war.  This  is  wisdom,  the  other 
folly.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  not 
fkiled  to  touch  on  the  calamity  of  war;  that  fruit- 
ful source  of  declamation,  by  which  pity  becomes 
the  advocate  of  cowardice';  but  1  know  not  what 


we  hare  to  do  with  that  subject.  If  the  gentle- 
man desires  to  repress  the  gallant  ardor  of  oar 
countrymen  by  such  topics,  let  me  inform  him. 
that  true  courage  regards  only  the  cause — that  it 
is  just  and  necessary^and  .that  it  despises  the 
pain  and  danger  of  war.  If  he  really  wishes  to 
promote  the  cause  of  humanity,  let  his  eloquence 
he  addressed  to  Lo^d  Wellesley  or  Mr.  Percival, 
and  laot  the  American  Congress.  Tell  them,  if 
they  persist  in  such  daring  insult  and  injury  to  a 
neutral  nation,  that,  however  idclined  to  peace,  it 
will  be  bound  in  honor  and  interest  to  resist;  that 
their  patience  and  benevolence,  however  great. 
wHI  be  exhausted ;  that  the  calamity  of  War  will 
ensue ;  and  that  they,  iii  the  opinion  of  wounded 
humanity,,  will  h,^  answerable  for  all  its  devasta- 
tion and  misery^  Let  melting  pitv,  a  i^g&rd  to 
the  interest  of  humanity,. stay  the  hand  of  iojns- 
'tice,  ^hd,  my  life  on  it,  the  gentleman  will  oot 
find  it  difficult  to  *call  off  bis  country  from  ibe 
bloody  scenes  of  v^r. 

'  We  are  next  told  of  the  danger  of  war !  I  be- 
lieve we  are  all  rfady  to  acknowledge  its  bastrd 
and  accidehts;  but  I  cannot  think  we  have  aay 
extraordinary  danger  to  contend  wkh,  at  least  so 
much  as  to  warraqt  an  acquiescence  In  the  inju- 
ries we  haVe  received.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe 
no  war  Can  be  less  danseroas  to  internal  peace, 
or  national  existence.  But,  we  are  told  of  the 
black  population  of  the  South.  As  far  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Yinginia  speaks  of  his  own  pem>otl 
knowledge.  I  will  not  pretend  to  contradict  him ;  I 
only  regret  that  such  is  the  dreadful  sute  of  his 
particular  pairt  of  the  country.  Of  the  Sonftbera 
section,  I  too^have  some  personal  knowledge,  and 
can  say  that,  in  South  Carolina,  no  such  ^ars  in 
any  part  are  felt*  But,  sir,  admit  the  gentlemaoH 
statement ;  will  a  war  with  Great  Briuio  ineteate 
the  danger?  ,  WHl  the  country  be  less  able  tore- 
press  insurrection  ?  Had  we  anything  to  fear 
imm  that  quarter,  which  I  sincerely  disbelieve,  in 
my  opinion^  the  precise  time  of  the  greatest  satetf 
is  during  a  war,  in  which  we  have  no  fear  of  io- 
vasion-^then  the  coiuitry  is  most  on  its  guard ; 
bur  militia  the  best  prepared ;  and  standing  force 
the  greatest.  Even  in  our  Revolution  no  attempts 
were  made  by  that  portion  of  oar  popuktiao ;  to^i 
however  the  gentleman  may  iWhten  hipiself 
with  the  disorganizing  effecu  of  F^noh  prioci- 
f^(ni,  I  cannot  think  our  ignorant  blAtka  haiwftit 
moeh  of  their  baneful  inluenoe.  I  dare  say  more 
than  one-half  of  then  never  heard  of  the  French 
Revolution.  But,  us  great  as  is  the  danger  froA 
onr  slaves,  the  gentleman's  fears  end  net  there^* 
the  standing  army  is  not  less  terrible  to  him.  Sir, 
I  think  a  regular  force,  raised  for  a  period  of  ac- 
.tual  hostilities,  cannot  be  called  a  standing  army* 
There  is  a  just  distinctian  becwetn  sueh  a  force, 
and  one  raited  as  a  peace  establishment.  What- 
.ever  may  be  the  composition  of  the  lattsri  I  hope 
the  former  will  consist  of  some  of  the  bast  mate* 
rials  of  the  country.  The  ardent  patriotism  of 
our  young  men,  and  the  jreasonable  bouatf  in 
land,  which  is  proposed  to  be  gtren,  will  impel 
them  to  join  their  country's  standard  and  to  fight 
her  battles }  they  will  not  forget  the  citizen  in  the 
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soldier,  and,  in  obeying  their  officer,  learn  to  con- 
temn their  Constitution.    In  our  officers  and  sol- 
diers we  will  find  patriotism  no  less  pure  and  ar- 
dent than  in  th^  private  citizen ;   but,  ir  they 
should  be  depraved,  as  represented,  what  have  we 
to  fear  from  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  reg- 
ulars?   Where  HtWi  be  the  boasted  militia  of  the 
geotFeman  7    Can  one  million  of  militia  be  over- 
powered by  thirty  thousand  regular^^?  If  so,  how 
can  we  rely  on  them  against  a  foe  invading  ou^ 
eoantry  1    Sir,  I  have  no  such  contemptuous  id^ea 
of  oar  militia-1-their  untaught  bravery  is  auffi- 
cient  to  crush  all  foreign  and  internal  attempts 
00  rheir  country's  lihertiesv  But  we  have  not  yet 
come  to  the  end  of  the  thapler  of  dangers.    The 
^Dtleman's  imagination,  so  fruitful  on  thi?  sub- 
ject, conceive  that  out  Constitution  is  not  ca^ 
ctilated  forwar,«nd  that  it  cannot,  stand  its  rude 
shock.    This  is  rather  ekirabrdinary-^we  must 
depend  upon  the  pity  or  coptempt  of  other  na- 
tions, for  our  existei^ee.     The  Constitution,  it 
seems,  baa  faifed  in  its  essential  part,  ^  to  provide 
for  the  commtip  defence."    No,  says  ^he  gentle- 
roan  from- Virginia,  it  is  competent  for  a  defen- 
sive, bat  not  an  offensive  war.    It  is  not  neces- 
sary for  roe  to  expose  the  error  of  this  opinion. 
Why  tnak^the  disihiciiori  in  this^iiisiancef  ?  Will 
he  pretend  tosav;that  this is  ad  offensive  war;  a 
war  of  conquest^  •  Yes,  the  gfentleraan  has  dared 
to  make  this  assertion;  ami  for  reasons  no  less 
extraordinary  than  the  assertion  it;ielf.    He  says, 
oar  flights  are  violated  on  the  ocean,  and  that  these 
violations  affect  our  shipping,  and  ^commercial 
rights,  ^o  which  the  Canadas  hdive  no  relajloo. 
The  doctrine  of  retaliation  has  been  much  abused 
of  late  by  an  unnatural  extension ;  we  haVe  now 
to  witness  a  new  abuse.    The  gentle.maa  from 
Virginia  has  liniited  it  down  to  a  point.'  .  By  his 
system,  if  you  recei^  a  blbvv  on  the  breast,  you 
dare  not  return  it  on  the  head;  you  are  obliged' 
to  measure -and  return  it  on  the  precise- point  on 
which  it  was  received.    If  you  do  not  proceed 
with  mathematical  accuracy,  it  ceases  to  be  jt^t 
self-defence ;  it  becomes  an  unprovokect  attack. 
In  speaking  of  Canada ,>  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia intrc^uced  the  name  o|.  Montgomery  with 
much  feeling  and  interest;    Sir,  there  is  uanger 
in  that  natne  to  the  gentleman's  arguotentl    It  is 
sacred  to  heroism  !  It  is  indignant  of  submission! 
This  calls  my  memory  back  to  the  time  of  our 
Reroltition ;  to  the  Congress  of  74  i^nd  75. 
Soppbsing  a  speaker  of  that  day  had  risen  and 
nr^fed  all  the  arguments  which  we  have  heafd  on  ' 
this  sabject ;  had  told  that  Congress,  "  youf  con- 
test is  about  the  right  of  laying  a  tax ;  and  that 
the  attempt  on  Canada  had-  nothing  to  do  with 
it:  that  the. war  would  be  ekpensive;  that  dan- 
ger and  devastation  Would  overspread  our  cohn- 
try,  and  thut  the  power  of  Great  Blritaih  was 
irresistWe."    With  what  sentiment^  think  you 
woald  sach  doctrines  have  been  received  %  Hap- 
py for  US,  they  had  no  force  at  that  period  of 
oar  coontrjr's  glory.    Had  they  Deen  then  acted 
on.  this  Hall  wduld  never^bave. witnessed  a  great 
natioB  convened  to  deliberate^  for  the  general 
good  ;  a  mighty  empire,  with  prouder  prospects 
12th  r.  r   TstSESS.— 16 


that  any  nation  the  sun  ever  shone  on,  would  not 
have  risen  in  the  West.  No;  we  would  have  been 
vil^,  subjected  colonies  ;  governed  by  that  impe- 
rious rod  which  Great  Britain  holds  over  her  dis- 
tant provinces. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
attributes  preparation  for  war  to  everything  but 
its  true  cause.    He  endeavored  to  find  it  in  the 
probable  rise  of  the  price  of  hemp:    He  repre« 
,sents  the  people  of  the  Western  Stales  as  willing 
t6  phinge  our  country  into  war  for  such  base  and 
precarious  motives.    I  will  not  reason  on  this 
point*    I  see  t,he  cause  of  their  ardor,  not  in  such 
base  motives,  but  in  tfijeir  knoWn  patriotism  and 
disin^restednts;*.    No  less  mercenary  is  the  rea- 
son wHich  h^  attributes  to  the  Southern  States* 
He  says,  that  the  non-importation  act  has  reduced 
cotton- to  nothing,  which  has  produced  a  feverish 
impatience.     Sir,  I  acknowledge  the  cbtton  of 
our  farms  is  Worth  but  little;   but  not  for  the 
cause  assigned  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
The  people  of  that  section  do  not  reason  as  he  do^; 
they  do  not  attribute  it  to  the  efforts  of  their  (Gov- 
ernment to  mkintain.the  peace  anji  independence 
'bf  thehr  country ;  they  see  ixx  the  low. price  of  the 
produ^e^  (he  hand  of  foreign  injustice;. they  know 
well,  without  the  market  to  the  Coptinent,  the 
cleep  and  steady  current  of  supply  will  glut  that 
of  Great  Britain  ;   they  are  not  prepared  for  the 
colonial  state  to  which  again  that  Power  is  en- 
deavoring to  reduce  us;    The  manly  spirit  of 
that  sectiott  of  our  country  will  not  subipit  to  be 
regulated  by  any  foreign  Power.    The  loVe  of 
France  and  the  hatred  of  England  has  also  been 
assigned  as  the  cause  of  the  pYe&eot  measure. 
France  has  not  done  us  justice,  says  the  gentle* 
man  from  Virginia,  and  how  can  we  without 
partiality  resist  the  aggressions  of  England  ?  .  I 
know,  sir,  w^   have    still  cause  of  complaint 
asainst  France ;  hut  it  is  of  a  different  character 
from  those  against  England.    She  professes  now 
to  respect  our  rights,  and  there  cann'ot  be  a  rea- 
sonable doubt  but  that  the  most  objectionable 
parts  of  her  decrees,  as  lar  as  they  respect  us,  are  ' 
repealed.    We  have  blre^dy  formally  acknowl- 
edged this  to  be  a  fact.    I^  however,  protest 
against  the  whole  of  the  principles  pn  which  this 
doctrine  is  founded.    It  is  a  n6veL  doctrine,  and 
nowhere  to  be  found  out  of  this  Honse,  that  yoa 
cannot  Select    your    antagonist  v^ithout,  being 
guilty  of  partiality.    Sir,  when  two  invade  your 
rights  ^U  may  resist  both  or  either,  at  your  plea- 
sure.'  It  is-  regtilated-  by  prudence  and  not  by 
right.     The  stale  imputation  of  parti;ality  to 
France  is  better  calculated  for  the  columns  of  a 
newspaper  than  for  the  walls  of  this  House.    I 
ask,  in  this  particular,' bf  .the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  but  Ibr  the  same  measure  which  he 
clainis  fgr  himself.    That  eentlema^n  is  at  a  loss 
to  account  for^  what  he  calls,  our  hatred  to  Eng- 
land.   He  "asks,  how  can  we  hate  the  country  of 
Locke,  of  Newton,  Hampden^ and  Chatham;  a 
country  having  the  same  language  and  customs 
with  burselves,  and  descending  from  a  common 
ancestry.    Sir,,  the  laws  of  human  affections  Hre 
unifortiQ.    If  we  have  so  much  to  attach  us  to 
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that  country,  powerful  indeed  must  be  the  cause 
which  has  overpowered  it.  -      '  " 

YeSj  sir.  there  is  a  capse  strong  enough.  Not 
tha(  occult  courtly  afiection  which  he  ,has  slip- 
posed  to  be  entertained  for  France ;  but  it  is  to 
foe  found  in  continued  and  unprovoked  insiilt  and 
injury.  A  cause  so  manifest  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  to  exert  much  iDgeouity  to 
overlook  it.  Butj  sir,  here  I  think  the  gentleman, 
in  his  eaffer  admiration  of  that  couMry,  has  not 
been  sufficiently  guarded  in  his-a^gumefnt.  Has 
he  reflected  on  the  cause  of  that  a()miration?. 
Has  he  examined  the  reasons  of  our  high  regard 
for  her  Chatham  ,1  It  is  his  Ardent  patriotism  ;  the 
heroic  courage  df  his  mind 'that  could  not  brook 
the  least  insult  or  injury  bffered  to  his  coutitry^ 
but  thought  that  her  interest  and  honor  ought 
vo  be  vindicated  at  every  hazard  tind  expense, 
1  hope,  when  we  are  called  on  to  admire,  we 
shall  also  be  asked  to  imitate.  I  hope  the  gen* 
tieman.does  not  wish  a  monopoly  of  those  gre&t 
virtues  to  remain  to 'thai  nation.  The  balance 
of  power  has  also  been  introduced  as  an  argu- 
ment for  submission.  England  is  said  to  *be  a 
barrier  against  the  military  despotism  of  France. 
There  is,  sir,  one  greai  ^rror  in  our  legislation. 
We  are  ready  enough  to  'protect  the  interest  of 
the  Slates ;  bnd  it  should  seem  frbmt  this  atjgu- 
ment  to  watch  over  those  of.  a  foreign  nation, 
while  we  grossly  neglect  our  own  immediate 
concerns.  Ti^is  ar^ument'of  the  balance  of  ^ower 
is  well  calculated  tor  the  British  Parlia/nent,  but 
not  at  all  fitted  to  the  American  Congress.  Tell 
them  that  they  have  to  oontend  with  a  mighty 
Power,  and  that  if  they  persist  in  insult  and  pjury 
to  the  American  people,  they  will  compel  them 
to  throw  the  whole  Weisrht  ot  their  force  into  the, 

~  scale  of  their  enemy.  Paint  the  Ufinger  to  them, 
and  if  they  desist  from  injury,  we,  L answer  fcjr. 
it,  will  not  disturb  the  balance.'  Bu;  it  is  absurd 
for  us  to  talk  of  the  balance  of  power,  while  they 
by  their  conduct  smile  with  coi^tempt  at  our 
simple  good-naturled  policy.  If*  howeven,  in  the 
contest^  it  should  be  found  that  they  undisrrate 
us.  which  I  hope  and  belif  ve,  and  that  we  can 
affect  the  balance  of  power,  it  wiH  ppt  be  diffi- 
cult for  us  to  obtain  sijtch  terms  as  oar  riffhts-  de- 
mand. I,  sir,  will  noHEv  concltide  by  ad  verting 
to.  an  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
used  in  debate  on  a  preceding 'day.    He  asked 

'  why  not  debate  war  immediately.  The  'uns'wer 
is  obvious :  beciiuse  we  are  not  yet  prepared.  But, 
says  the  gentleman,  such  language  as , is  here 
held  will  provoke  Gres^t  Britain  to  conMnence  hos-^ 
tilities.'  I  have  no  such  fears.  SHe  knows  well 
that  such  a  course  would  unite  all  parties  here ; 
a  thing  which  above  all  others  she  most  dreads. 
Besides,  such  h&s  been  our  past  conduct,  that  sh^ 
will  still  calculate  on  our  patience  and  submis- 
sion till  war  is  actually  commenced.  <  ' 

Mr.  Desha  said— Mr.  Speaker,  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  of  which 
the  resolution  now  under  consideration  forms  a 
part,  is  not  what  I  thought  would  have  been  the 
most  advisable  to  adopt,  m  order  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency ;  not  that  I  was  for  immediate  war,  td  we 


are  unprepared  for  that  event ;  but.  sir,,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  force  recomniended.  anq  authorizing 
the  arming  the  merchant  vessel^,  I  was  for  adopt- 
ing the  convoy  system.  But,  sir,  as  the  report  is 
of  a  character  different  from,  the  temporizing  pol- 
icy heretofore  pucsued,  and  one,  if  not  decisive  ia 
Itself,'  ^hich  will  le^d  to  something  decisive ;  and 
asi  am  now  perfectly  satisfied,  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  GU>vernment  to  follow  it  up  by  ul- 
terior measures,  calculated  to  prove  the  necessity 
of  thesie  preparatory  steps,  and  as  union,  under  ex- 
isting circttmstance&  is  all  impotent,  as  one  of 
the  committee  I  am  Bound  to  ^ive  it  my  support. 

Sir,  discoveslng  np  disposition  on  the  p«rt  of 
Britaiii  to  relax  in  her  Oraerv  in  Council,  to  cease 
her  oppression,  or  to  otake  restitution  for  the  dam- 
ages ^t  have  sustained;'  but  on  the  contrary,  a 
manifest  disposition  to  persist  in  her  lawless  tg- 
ffressions,  it  therefore  biecomes  heces^Mry  not  to 
depend  any  longer  on  counteryailinf  restrictive 
systems,  but,  to  ^dopt  sopiethin^  of  a  character 
more  energetic, ^nd  more  congenial  to  the  wishes 
of  the  American  people.  Sir,  while  I  thought 
there  was  the  most  distant  probability  of  ohtam- 
40g  justice  by  peace  measures,  I  was. an  advocate 
for  peace ;  but,  sir;  when  I  see  not  the  least  pros* 
peci  of  «  revocation  of  her  destructive  Orders 
in  Council,  of  the  •releasement  of  our  impressed 
countrym'en/a  relinquishment  T)f  the  principle  of 
impressment,  nor  restitution  for  damages,  I  am  for 
assuming  a  WArattiuide^-^ohsequently  shall  vote 
for  the  report  of  the  committee,  because  I  beJiere 
the  force  there  contemplated  will  Jbe  in  efficient 
forde,  and  adequate  to  the  pucpNOses  intended,  to 
wit,  the  s^ibjuffation  of  the  British  North  Amer- 
^Icau^Provinces.    . 

Sir,  to  enumerate  the  aggressions  committed 
on  our  rights  by  Britain,  the  depredations  on  our 
commerce,  the  murder  ad4  impressment  of  our 
eOQntryIhe|^  and  the  indjgQiti.es  offered  ouf  flag« 
would  be  .taking  up'  your  tinne  unnecessarily— 
particularly  sir,  as  those  enormities  must  be  recent 
in  the  mind  of  every  member  present ;  and  as  it  is 
time  to  lay  aside  the  war  of  words  aad  prpce^  to 
actions,  I  si^all  iiot  detain  you  .long  with  any  re- 
marks of  mine. 

Sir,  TemoBstrlAices  against  atrocities  have  been 
oiiadein  vain;  experience  has  taught  us  nothing 
can  be  expected .  from  negotiations.  We  hare 
been  "negouating  for  fifteen^  or  twenty  years,  ttan 
enoriaous  expense,  say  nearly  half  a  million  of 
dollars,  and  the  causes,  of  which  we  compitioed 
have  re^larly  increased  ;  insult  has  been  neapsd 
upon  injury rwe  have  suffered  ourselves  to  bebuf- 
fetted,  kicked,  and  treated  with  all  kjnd  of  indig- 
nities with  impunity.  Yes,  sir,  insult  has  bcea 
the  rteuU  of  all  late  attempu  at  negotiation;  for 
instance,  sir,  Mr.  Rose  was  sedt  for  no  other  pur* 
pose  than  to  sull  the  Government,  and  because 
Erskine  was  disposed  to  do  Us  justice  in  part,  be 
was  recalled  and  disgraced.  The  conduct  of  the 
Copenhagen  gentleman,  Mr.  Jackson,  demonstra- 
ted that  he  was  sent  for  tbte  purpose  of  bullying 
the  Government.  And  pray  Mr.  Speaker,  what 
has  Mr.  Foster  been  sent  for?  why,  sir,  m  my 
opinipn  for  do  other  purpose  tbtn  to  operate  as 
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aa  opiate  on  ihe  QovernaieDt ;  to  lull  lis  to  sleep. 
As  a  proof  of.wbieh,  about  the  commeDcemeni 
of  the  session,  a  seesioB  eooveoed  by  prpclamation, 
which  was  naturallf  calculated  te  agitate  the 
public  miud,  he  comes  forward  with  oners  of  rep- 
aration as  he  calls  thBm, butwhichiu  my  estima- 
tion is  DO  more  than  a  patch,  calcuiated  to  corer 
one  cornerof  the  wound  the  nation  received,  in 
that  wauton  and  fUistardfy  outrage,  tb^  attack  on 
the  Chesapeake;  but,  sir,  in  his  soporifics  I  trust 
he  will  be  disappointed.  .  I  ha7e*no  hesitation*  in 
saying, that  wheh.  iheletl^rs  from  this  Minister- 
to  oar  Gorerpment  are  ezamlAed  by  the  people, 
that  iodepen^ei^  of  the  arrogance  i>ordering  on  in- 
soleaoej  in  ^hith  thev  are  couched,  so  character- 
ealic  o(  that  naiion,  they  will  hav'e  a  different  ef- 
£M2t  from  that  of  cobciliatiob ',  the  illiberal  and 
disingeaupos  demands  made  preliminary  to  the 
reToctftion.of  ^he  Orders  in  Cooincif,  will  have  a. 
teodency  to  rpuse  the  public  mind  ;  they  will  be 
looked  on  with,  an  indignant  .frown  by  all  real 
Amerieans. 

Sir,  we  haTcbeen  coostafrtly^annoyed,  assaulted 
openly  and  insiduously ;  w«  have  been  plundered, 
oppres9ed,  and  insulted ;  we  thought  it  preferable 
to  forb^tar  while  forbearance  was  possible,  than  to 
plunge  into  the  evils  of  #ar,  to  redtess.the  evil  of 
ploiider  and  partial  and  dastard-like  outrage ;  we 
jiMiged  It. better  to^abandod  the  wealth  which  the 
afflictions  of  the  world  held  out  to 'the  avidh^  of 
coaamercial  speculation,  and  consequently  With- 
dr^w  from  the  ocean,  by  the  adoption  of  the  Em- 
bargo—a measore^of  all  otheiw  the  best  calculated 
to  meet  the  then  emergency,  ilnd  which  wduid,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  have  product  the 
desired  efilMt  if  we  had  have  nad  fintiness  enough 
toitare  adhered  to  it,  and/virtue  5nd  j^triotism 
enough  to  have  enforced  it.  But,  sir,  partyism 
was  our  ruki;  it  proved  that  we. had  as  much  to 
fear  from  our  douMtic  enemies  as  our  foreign 
foes,  a^d  apparently  the  greatest  evil  we  had  to 
apprehend  was  in  falling  k  victim  to  our  own 
political  dissensions,  occasioned  by  the  deeply  laid 
plans  of  our  deadly  U>e^  Britain,  \Sir,  during  emr 
bargo  times  onr  do^nestic  envies,  encouraged  by 
a  proclamation  issued  under  the  authority  of  the 
Eang  of  Ba^nd— 1  say,  sir,  those  minions  of 
royalty  cooeentratiag  in^he  East,  talked  of  th^vio* 
lacion  of  laws  as  a  virtue,  thev  demoralised 'the 
coiBiDiinity  by  raising  the  flooa^^es  of  civil  dis- 
order s  they  gave  absolution  to  felons,' and  invited. 
the  commission  of' crimes  by  the  omission  of  duty. 
Bilt,  dir,  the  day  of-retribntion  is  (t  trust)  not  far 
diatanty  when  those  among  us  ^ko  to  gain  the 
faT«r  of  our  eneipy  bavb  betrayed  th^ir  country, 
will  sink  into  insignificance,  and  contempt ;  the 
wages  of  iniquity  will  not  sliield  them  from  due 
ii^amy. 

Weil,  sir^  in  a  tremor,  the  em,baigo  was  laid  aside, 
without  the  cause  bein^  removed  for  which  it 
was  adopted,  and  a  non-intercourse  substituted  in 
iu  place,  which  was  abo  removed  without  even 
giving  it  an  experiment;  and  the  causes  of  com- 
plaint not  only  existing,  but  regularly  increasing. 
Then, sir,  degradation, nationaiabasement,  began 
to  stare  us  in  the  face ;  then,  it  was,  sir,  that  we 


began  not  only  to  lose  credit  abroad,  but  respect 
at  home. 

The  act  of  M^y  1st,  1810,  was  the  nextmea^ 
sure  resorted  to;  which  held  out  proposals  to  the 
two  principal  belligerents,  that  if  either  of  them 
would  resciild  their  orders  or  decrees  destructive 
of  our  rights,  agaitist  a  given  time,  and  the  other 
party  should  fail  to  revoke  within  three  months 
thereafter,  that  we  would  reinstate  our  restrictive 
fsysteln — that  is,  theqon-importation-*against  the 
partv  so  failing  to  revoke.  Sir,  this  act  was  iiot 
inarked  with  thatmanly  character  expected  among 
a  nation  of  freeman  ;  in  fact  li  had  the  appear- 
ance oi  truckling  to  tyranhy ;  but,  however  it  was 
marked  with  the  character  ^of  pusillanimity,  it 
proved  that  good  may  rise  out  of  evil ;  not  that 
1  viewed  the  revocation  of  the  t^rench  decrees  as 
arising  fiom  any  goo^  disposition  the  French 
Emperor  had  towards  1,1s,  but  because  it  suited 
his  interest, an.d  convenience.  Well,  sir,  however 
grating  to  tb«  feelings  of  freemen  nhis  act  might 
have  been,'  it  was  instrumental  in  bringing  about 
a  revocation  of  those  obnoxious  measures,  the 
Berlin  ;9i)d  Milan  decrees. 

Sir,  as  to' (he  revocation  of  tho^e  decrees,  there 
are.  incontestable  proofs,  of  such  a  nature  that  a 
man  (nust  be  a  sceptic  indeed  not  to  believe ;  but. 
sir,  r  will  not  detain  you,  by  referring  to  the  doc- 
uihehts  fo^proo^as  they  are/in  Uie  hands  ^f 
evjcry  member.  The  President's  proclamation  ft 
sufficient  to  establish  the  fact;  agreeably  to  the 
actiif  M&y4«t,  I8IO:  But  if  doubts  still  remained, 
the  circumstance  of  there  not  having 'been  a  single 
AYnerican  ,v^sel  Condemned  in  any 'of  the  conti- 
nental ports,  kincd  the  first  of  November,  1810, 
must  be  satisfactory  of  the  revocation  of  those 
decrees  as  far  as  they  respect  our  neutral  rights; 
consequently,  under  this  compact,  public  faith 
stands  pledged,  as  far  as  respects  keeping  up  the 
ttonoimport^tion— ^nd  sir,  however  impolitic  the 
act  was  by  which  we  were  pledged,  I  am  not  for 
prostraun^  national  faiths- 
Well,  srr,  how  has  the  other' belligerent  acted? 
a<}k)vernmant  that  has  b^n  eulogized  by  some 
gentlemen,  and  n^ade  out  a  complete  model  of 
virtue./i  nation  ^Ireat,  virtuous,  and  magnanimous. 
/Why,,  sir,  Britain,- after  her^repeated  declarations 
that  her  blockading^  system,  and  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, were  Only  iptended  as  retaliatory  measures 
against  her  enemies,  and  should  cease  to  operate 
on  the  date  of  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees^  still  persists'  in  her  iniquitous  Or- 
ders in  Council,  in  which  the  blockading  system  is 
merged^  notwithstanding/the  date  of  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  French  decrees  took  place  upwards  of 
a  year  ago.  What  dq  gentlemen  think  now  of  Brit- 
ish (aith?  can  they  repose  any  longer  implicit  con- 
fidence in  that  corrupt  Qovemmenf?  Certainly 
they  ought  not.  Sir,  liencefbrward  we  may  con- 
sider British  faith  as  proverbial  as  Carthagenian 
faith.      ' 

The  report  of  the  committee  is  not  a  recom- 
mendation of  war,  but  it  is  what  will  unques- 
tionably lead  to  war,  if  our  grievances  are  not  re- 
dressed in.  a  short  time ;  .it  is  in  my  estimation,  an 
efiectual  force  to  answer  the  contemplated  and 
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aTOwed  purpose,  the' subjugation  of*  the  British 
North  American  Provinces.  Sir,  the  present 
Military  Eslablisbmecit,  when  fitted, up,  is  about 
ten  thousand)  in  addition  to  this,  th^  committee 
consider^dT  that  ten  thousand  r^ulars  together 
with  the  fifty  t)u)usand  vol  on  teers  would  be  an 
adequate  force ;  biit,  sir^  situated  as  we  are,  when 
war  is  inevitabie,  or  an  abandonment  of  oar  r^^hts, 
Mid  the  prostration  of  national  character  I  would 
not  stickle  on  a  few  thousand,  as  I  consider  it^et* 
ter  to  have  ^  few  thoutond  more  than  to  have  pne 
man  under  the  necessary  nujaniMer.  And,  sir.  t 
would  be  willing  to  go  further  ihan  rs  coniemMc- 
ttfdby  the  report;  I  woWd  be  willing  to  allow 
the  volunteers^a.bounty  in  land  in  proportion  to 
their  time  of  service.  I  have  said,  sir,  that  the 
report  of  t)ie  committee  would  lead  to  war,  and, 
sir,  I  would  not  be  worthy  of  the  name  of  a:  free- 
man of  America,  a  friend  to  civil  liberty,  if  I  did 
not  prefer  war  with  aU  its  apcompanying  evils  to 
abject  submission. 

Although  Mr.  Speaker,  I  believe,  under  €xifl|» 
ittff  circumstances,  a  war  attitude  necessary,  or 
at  least  preparatory  steps  calculated  to  ti^f^  that 
event ;  and  although  situated  as  wo  ^re,  I  i^m'  for 
the  whole  of  our  legitimate  rights;  yet  sir,  1 
would  not  be  willing  to  involve  the  countf  y  in 
war,  in  defence  of  the  eiteuMve  and  circuiious 
carrying  trade,  separate- from  (be  other  cadses;. 
tllat  is,  that  w^e  should  become  carriers  for  ihe 
whole  world  ;  -as  Qovernment  receives  no  benefit 
from  this  circuitous  carrying  trade,  oi>ty  as  it  is 
cakuUted  to  tf ffgrandize a  fevr  individuals  engaged 
in  it.  1  should'  be  for  holding  ihst  ^e  olaim  to 
the  circuitous  carrying  trade,  and  would  be  wili^ 
iBg  to  operate,  on  our  enemies  by  adopting  coun- 
tervailing restrictive  systems.  But,^ir,  I  would 
not  be  willing,  that  the  ^ood  of  the  States,  the 
^ood  of  the  people;  the  agrtcultarists  and  mechan- 
ics, should  be  put  at  hazard  to  ffvatify  the  ararioe 
and  cupidity  of  a  small  class  of  n^en,  who  in  ^t 
may  be  called  citizens  of  the  world,  attached  to 
no  particular  country;  any  country  i9 their  cdun-i 
try  where  they  can  make  the  moet  money,  ^tit, 
sir,  for  what  is  an  inherent  right,  for  what  I  deem 
the  legitimate,  or  necessary  carrying  trade,  the 
liberty  of  carrying  our  prodiuetions  to  foreign 
markets,  ahd  with  the  ref^rn-cargo,  in  which  ag-^ 
riculture  is  particularly  interest^,  1  would  fight 
in  defence  of. 

Sir.  we  have  cobie  tea  pretty  pass  indeed; 
lor  adopting  municipal  reguuKioosW^are4hre«kt7 
ened  with  reuliation.  Mr.  Poster  has  had  the 
audacity  to  charge  our  Qovernment  with  injustice, 
aad  after  advisjng  us  to  retrace  our  ateps.  says, 
that  as  our  Gkiveroment  still  persist  in  theii^  in- 
jurious measures  against  the  commerce  of  G^reat 
Britain,  that  his  Royal  Highness  has  been  com- 

elled  to  look  to*  measures  of  retaliation ;  and, 
r.  Speaker,  they  hate  retaliated  with  a  ven- 
geance to  it,  by  capturinff  and  makinf^  prizes  of 
all  the  American  vessels  coming  within  their 
graap^not  excepting  those  on  our  own  coast,  and 
within  our^  waters.  Sir,  can  we  tamely  look  otk 
and  see  «ur  citizens  plundered,  see  our  rights 
wrested  from  us;  rights,  in  Che  obtaining  of  which 


so  mjDch  vihoe  was  displayed,  and  for  which  so 
much  hlood  Iras  ahed,  during  that  sangnioary 
and  remorseless  war,  carried  on  against  ns  by 
Great  Britain  ?  Can  we  look  on  'and^ee  ourselves 
plundered,  and  thousands  of  our  fellow^citizens 
impressed,  taken  from  their  lawful  pursuits,  car-, 
ried  into  captivity,  and  ignomlniously  ooafined  on 
board  of  British  ships  of  war:  subject  to  be  ia- 
carcerated,.  compelled  Ingloriously  to  fight  for 
principles,' inconsistent  with  justice,  and  repttg- 
nanl  to  the  ieelings  of  freemen  ? 
.  Sir,  our  demi(nds  have  been  bottomed  on  jo»* 
tice-^peact  has  been  our  object,  ^hieh  hhs  beea 
fnanifested  by  the  numberless  siertfices  we  have 
mAde}  and,  sir^  i(  is  to  be  lamented  .that  io  the 
proseoutidn  of  this  laud$^e  destgo,*  the  iajusti^ 
of  our  enemies  has  aiispeaded  our  usual  pmoitL 
and  sobjeetect  o^  r  *  commence  -  to  the  rapadity  of 
UM>se  invaders  of  our  righta.  But,  sir,  th6  cup 
bt  forbearance  is  exhausted ;  itia  ^ime  to  soiod 
the  tocsin  of  alarm— Ho  gird  on  our  awords.  to 
prepare  (or  action.  Sir,  to  step  one  step  tarther 
without  showing  that  spirit  of  resentmiBnt-beooai* 
log  freemen,  would  be  to  s^ee  *  national,  degiadt- 
tion  «tare  aa^in  the  ftice^-woold  be  to  aekaowl- 
edg9  ourselves  unworthy  of  self-governiaeBt,  to 
prepare  for  a  state  of  vassalage. 

Mr.  Speaker,  by  an  examination  of  the  eorres* 
poodenee  between  Mr.  Foster  aird  bur  Govern- 
mcnt,*j"t  will  be  found  that  an  explicit  deowod 
has  been  made  of  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  by  our  Qovernment,  and  a  poirtire  re- 
fusal o^  the  part  of.  Gkeat  Britain,  or  whit  is 
tantamount.  Here,  then,  sir,  we  are  completely 
at  issue,  and  I  kn6#  of  no  other  way  of  deeidiag 
it  than  hy  battK*  br  submiseion ;  which  of  the  two 
will  be*resorted  to  by  the  National  Cooticfls,  I  «at 
yet  unable  to  determine  j  but  with  the  people,  the 
former  would  be  laid  bold  of  with  aridity,  and 
supported  with  Spartan  brav^y.    -     / 

Sir,  we  have-  heaW  much  of  the  wp^ow  of  * 
war,  tind  have  been  totd  that  the  people  woala 
not  sijtpport  you  in  it.  What,'  sir,  a  c6utttry  fo 
exteasive  as  Amerioa:  so  populous,  ibounding  m 
wealtfat  jmd,  1  trust,  the*  people  [patriotic,  po>^ 
bg  a  full  share  of  national  pride,  and  not  be  wil- 
ling to  be  at  the  expense  of  soppoftiog  their 
rights  ?  This  is,  in  my  mind,  a -preposterous  idea; 
it  is  a  kind  of  caleulnting  policy  that  does  not 
pervade  thii  land  of  liberty.  The  people  caMPP|t 
estimate,  in  p<mnds.fthtUiogs,iind  pence,  the  rtm 
of  natiiAMd  honor  and  rights :  they  are  Ibnd  ot 
peace,  but  honor  an^  interest  hind  them  to  oppose 
oppression  knd  defend  their  rights,  ia4^peMeBt 
of  the  consideration  of  expense ;  at  least,  1  ein 
vouch  for  those  whoop  I  have  the  honor  to  repre* 
seat-whey  are  disposed  to  cherish  econoaiy  ts  * 
principle  of  virtue  in  a  Republic;  but,  sir,  at  a 
time  as  perilous 'as  the  presebtj  when  our  rights 
are  invaded  |^nd  our  honor  assailed,  they  would  be 
willing  that  every  shilling  should  be  drawn  from 
the  public  chests,  every  cent  from  private  purses, 
rather  than  succumb  to  tyranny;  they  are  deter* 
mined,  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  and  fbrtuoes, 
to  transmit  to  posterity,  unsullied,  those  inesu- 
mable  blessings  of  liberty  and  indep^dence  which 
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were  aebieved  by  the , valorous  actions  of  tbeir 
ancestors. 

Sir,  the  moat  iDfataated  partisan  of  Great  Brit- 
ain caaoot  but  see  in  ber  condubt'an  uneqoi- 
Tocal  proof  of  the  rapacious  and  VindietiTe  policy 
-vdiieh  dictates  her  measures :  all  mei^  must  see 
that  the  flagrant  injuries  which  we  are  now  suf- 
fering from  her,  proceed  from  a  ^general  plan  of 
piracy,  from  a  disposition  to  ravifih.from  us  what- 
ever may  contribute  to  their-  convenience,  inde-. 
pendent  of  national  law* 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  temporizing  and  vibrating  pol- 
icy has  nad  a  tendency  to  unnerve  patriotic  ardor, 
asd  to  |»aralyze  the  national  energies^  Sir,  the 
destruction  of  our  navigation  and  commerce^  the 
annihilation  of  mercantile  capital  \  the  extinction 
of  revenue — tnese  would  be  minor  evils.  A  few 
years  oC  security  and  exertion  might  repair  rbem  j 
CHit  the  botniliaiion  of  the  AoMriean  mind  would 
"be  a  lastiog  and  moi^l  disease.  %  Mental  debase- 
ment is  t6e  greatest  misfortune.  Ihat  can  befall  a 
people*  The  ipost  pernicious  consequence  that  a 
-Governnlent  can  experience,  Is  a  conquest  over 
tbatjtist  an4  elevated  seqseof  its  own  rights,' which 
inspires  a  due  sensibility  to  insult  and  injury , -over  - 
tbat  manly  pride  of  character  which  prefers  peril 
or  sacrifice  to  the  subitiission  to' oppression,  and 
-which  considers  muiooal  ignominy  as  the  great- 
est of'  national  <;alamitie8.  Sirr  aa  a  r^specQible, 
naoierdlis,  and  wealthy  nation,  I  am  not  sure  but 
ive  have  carried  our  moderation  to  a  degree  of 
-criminality.  Yet,  sir»  1  acknowledge  moderaMon 
in  all  Governmei^ts  a  virtue.  In  Weak  oryoitng 
nations,  it  is  often  wise  to  take  'every  chance  by 
patience  and  address  to'iliverch^stiUty,.and  tome* 
times  to  bold  parley  with  instil t  and  injury ;  but, 
io  capitulate  1?ith  Oppression,  or  to  sisrjender  loit 
at  discretion,  is,jQ  any  Gk)vernm9nt  tha(  has  any 
power  of  resistance,  as  foolish  as  it  is  isontempti-- 
ble.  Sir,  the  honor  of  a  nation  is  its  life.  Delib-; 
irately  to  abandon  it,  is  to  commit  ah  act  of  poUt- 
ical  sQicide.' 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  reason  in  the  sentinrent,' 
avowed  in  the  language  of  some»  and  betrayed  by 
the  conduct  of.othep,  that  we  ought  to  sub|»it  to- 
oppression,  or  any  kind  of  evils,*ratber  than  go  to 
iwar  with  England ;  because,  say  gentlemen,  she. 
is  fighting  the  battles  df  the  world,  and  is  keep- 
ing a  more  dangerous  enemy  from  us ;  that,  if  we 
were  to  commit  an  act  that  wouid  lead  tO  war 
irith  Great  Britf^in,  we  would  have  in  a  short  time' 
the  tyrant  of  France  upon  us,  and  would  soon<be 
in  as  wretched  a  situation  as  the  peninsula  of 
3pain.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  only  danger^ 
ou«,  hut  daifiardly  doctrine.  Sir,  the  ^ople  that 
-can  prefer  disgrace  to  danger  are  prepared  for  a 
master, and  deserve  one;  but, thank  God«  the  peo« 
pie  of  America  have  no^caiigbi  this  panic  *,  they 
are  not  so  far  lost  to  a  sense  of  honor,  or  so'de8ti-» 
tute  of  patriotism,  as  to  prefer  submission,  abject 
4iceuiescence,  to  oppression,  to  war. 

Mr.  Speaker,  all  attempts  to  bring  about  an  am- 
icable adjustment  of  dioerences  have  failed.  ; It 
would  be  folly  ia  the  extreme  to  depend  upon 
negotiation  any  lpn{;er.'  We  must  determine  on* 
•doing  ourselves  justice.    There  i^  no  alternative 


left  but  to  repel  agffression  and  defeod  our  rights. 
The  resolution  to  do  this  is  imposed  on  the  Uov- 
erhment  by  a  painful,  but  irresistible  necessity. 
Then,  sir,  is  it  not  necessary  to  adopt  these  pre- 
paratory measures,  to  be  in  readiness  for  not  olilv 
defensive,  but  ofiensive  operations  ?  Then,  I  call 
on  the  oninly  spirit  of  American  virtue — on  all 
thos^  who  are  American  at  heart — to  bury  ani- 
mosities ;  to  lay  aside  prejudices,  which  are  not 
ba^ed  on  integrity  and  honor ;  to  stand  forth  for 
the  honor  and  welfare  of  our  common  country ; 
to  be  the  defenders  of  those- inestimable  rights 
achieved  by  t(ie  valor  of  the  heroes  of  1776.  This 
is  the  time  not  to  have  it  attributed  to  fear  or 
bascQess — the  time  for  men  of  all  parties  to  rally 
under  the. good  old  Whig  standard. 

Sir,  my  view  is,  if  an  honorable  adjustment  of 
difference  between  this  Government  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britait^  does  not  take  place 
against- next  Spring,  by  a  revocation  of  the  Orden 
in  Council,  t  releaseraent  of  our  inrpressed  Amer- 
ican seameo,  together  with  a  relinquishment  of 
the  principle  of  impressment  and  ample  repara- 
tion for  damages,  that  we  grant  letters  of  marque 
and  r^risal,  and,  by  a  systeih  of  privateering,  cot 
upthdr  comi^nerce  >  and.  as  I  hope  to  seethe  day 
when  the  British  will  have  no  Halifax  on  this 
continent)  to  send  captured  American  vessels  to 
foradjadicatipa  and  coj^etanation,  that  we  make 
a  descent  oo  their  North  American  possession^ 
by  which  we  shall  check  their  influence,  particu^ 
larly  over  the  savages,  by  cutting  off^  all  commu- 
nieattoa  with  tl>ose  hostile  barbarians  on  our 
herdeiPs.    Sir,  lam  iM)t'sa  passive  as  to  subscribe 
'ttiL  the  tiootrine  advance  .yesterday  in  a  lengthy 
harangue,  which  in  substance  amounts  to  a  rec 
omflQ^dation  of  patience  and  resignation,  as  the 
remedy  against  oppression.    I  know  that  war  is 
to  be  deprecated — that  it  ought  |o  be  made  the 
lastTeaort,so  as  to  .preserve  national  honor,  which 
ought  to  be  deemed  paramocmt  to  every  other 
"consideratipn — but,  sir,  as  1  depxecata  a  state  of 
war.  I  have  never  been- taught  to  consider  it  the 
greatest. of  evils.    Our  ancestors  did  not  consider 
it  so:  they  not  only  broke  to  pieces. the  chains 
that  Were  foiging,  but  they  cut  asunder  the  ties 
which  had  bound  them^ alalia trached  tiMoan  Ocean 
of  uncertainty.    Success  crowned  their  effbrta— 
they  disj^led  the  thick  clouds  of  oppression,  and 
sbook.oflT  t^e  fetters  of  despotismT-^aod,  sir,  have 
their  descendanti^  become  so  degenerate  aa  to  suK^r 
them  to'be  li vetted  on  again,  by  an  abandonment 
of  inherent  rights,  and  truckling  at  the  feet  of 
Tyranny  ?    I  (rust  not.    I  flatter  myself  that  the 
National  Councils  will  awaken  fromtbeir  polit- 
ical, sip  mberings;  that  they  will  act  worthy  of 
themselves  and  up  to  the  expectations  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Tbodp  fose  to  make  an  effort  to-ptft  an  end 
to  the  debate }  a  debate  in-  i^hich  the  greiat  noass 
of  the  House  were  enlisted  on  one  side,  against  * 
the  solitary,  gen tlemaA  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rajt- 
DOLPu)  on  the  .othe.r.  I  trqst,  siir,  the  period  has 
arrtved  wl)eii  the  House  will  f^el  itself  bound,  by 
the  imperious  oalls  of  the  country ,;to  act,  and  to 
act  promptly..  I  am  ready  to  go  heart  and  hand 
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with  the  adyocates  of  the  resolutioD ;  all  V  ask 
is,  that  they  will  lead  with  prudence  and  diqcre- 
tion  ;  delil>erate  when  deliheratron  is  useful,  i^ct 
when  action  is  necessary.  But,  if  the  spirit  of  de- 
hate,  as  in  former  times,,  has  seized  upon  tls;  if 
idle  yerbiage  and  empty  vociferation  are  to  take 
the  place  of  manly  and  energetic  conduct,  I  enter, 
at  this  early  stage  of  theproeeeding,  my  solemn 
protest.  I  cannot,  I  will  not,  share  the  responei« 
bilityof  this  ruinous  course,  indeect,  sir,  sacon- 
seious  do  I  feel  of  the«Til-7-nay,  of  the  danger  tcv 
the  country  from  the  course  which  has  been 
adopted,  I  shall  he  constrained  to  ckW  for  the  pre-, 
vious  question,  unless  my  friends  shall  ipterpose 
the  more  plctasant  corrective,  .their' own  good 
sense^  to  stop  it.  I  know,  sic,  they  .bav«  been  itn- 
pelkq  by  the  most  honorable  sentifpents,  the  most 
generous  passions,  patriotism,  honor,  zeal  fortjieir 
country,  rage  against  'her  oppressors.  They  are 
good  reasoners,  they  are  eloquent — bfH  of  wbftt 
avail  is  argument,  of  what  avail  re  eloquence,  to 
convince,  to  persuade^  whom  ?  oiirs^ves,  the.  peo; 
pie  7  Sir,  if  the  people  are.  to  be  reasoned  into  a 
war  now,  it  is  too  soon,  much  too  soon,  to  hegtn 
it  If  their  Reprc^ntatives  here  ar^  to  be  led  to 
it  by  the  £owera  of  rhetoric,  it  is  too  soon",  much 
too  soon  to  begin  it. 

When  the  hoaortible  ehaim^iti  of  the  Commit- 
teie  of  Foreigu  Relations  (Mr.  Pouter)  reported 
4he  resolutions,  I  had  hoped  he  would  Jiave' made 
a  motion  to  go  into;  conclave,  or,  if  that  had  not 
been  deemed  advisable,  that  at  least  the  resolu* 
tions,  when  taken  cTp  with  open  .doors, ^oold  have' 
been  treated  as  a  system  of  defensive  measures 
called  for  by  the  ezigebcy  of  the  times,  and  af- 
fording JM>  lost  ground  of  com^htint  to  any  Power 
which  might  please  to  eonsider  itselftfae  object  of 
them.  Such  ^  <iourse  Would  'have  been-  not  Ites 
consistent  with  the  report'of  the  cbmfmttee  itself, 
than  with  theietter  and  spirit  of  the  President's 
Messajge.  The  President  himself  would  have 
been  fortified  by  it.  Whed .  the  British  Minister 
called,  as  he  undoubtedly  will, 'upon  the  Presi- 
dent, to  demand  the  causes  of  these  warlike  pre^ 
paration»,  he  might  have  been  aaawered :  ^ir, 
they  are  no  other  than. what  they  purport, on  the 
face  of  them  to  be,  a  system  or  defence  on  the 
part  of  the  American  Goverqment,  called  for  by 
the  state  of  the  world ;  or,  if  he  fileased,  he  plight 
have  said,  called  for  by  (he  attitude  which  His 
Britannic  Majesty  had  assumed,  the  propriety  of 
which  no  nation  had  .a  riffht  to  question.  But, 
instead  of  this,  what  had  been  c^onel  Why,  at 
the  very  outset,  we  hayel^eeu  told  the  measures 
were  intended-  as  qieasurjei  of  offensive  hostility; 
thiit  the  army  was  to  be  raised  to  attack  Qanada ; 
nothing  short,  of  it ;  all  the  advocates  of  the  reso- 
lution declared  it.  Now,  sir,  could  a  more  public 
or  formal  declaration  of  war  bave  been  made  ? 
Contrary  to  the .  practice  of  all  nations,  we  de- 
clare first  and  make  preparation  afterward.  More 
magnanimous  than  wise,  we  tell  ^fae  enemy  when 
we  will  strike,  Where  we  will  strike,  and  how 
we  will  strike  !  Do  we  mean  a  ,mece  bravado  ? 
Impossible.  No'' man  who  knows  the  advocates 
of  the  resolutions  would  suspect  it;  but  we  hope 


the  enemy  will  recede;  ^he  may;  but  if  she 
should  not,  let  gentlemen  look  to  the  conseqnen- 
ces;^  let  thenCi  look-  welhto  the  character  of  thit 
enemy :  is  lie  feeble;  spiritless,  destitute  of  re- 
sources, without  courage,  without  honor?  No, 
sir,  Witn  two  hundred  and  fiAy  thousand  regnltis 
and  all  the  tuunitions  of  war  in  store,  his  fleets 
and  transports  tnanned,  equipped^  and  provision- 
ed ;  their  saiU  bent  to  eVery  wind,  they  ask  bat 
one  bud^^dand  twenty  days  to reinjfbrce Quebec, 
to  fortify  Montreal,  to  guard  the  passes  into  Can- 
ada, to  march  the  supernumeraries  to  Boston. 
Here  vft  sit  in  idle  debate.  8ir,  I  do  contend  most 
seriously^  that  ten  thousand  regulars  can  mtreh 
to  Boston  in  defiance  of  the  militia  of  Masiacbih 
setts,  well  armed  and.  organized  as  I  know  t^emlo 
be.  Weil,  sir,  suppose  this  should  happen,  tod 
morie  wondeffurthiAgs  have  happened,  what  will 
be  said  ?  What  will  my  friend  from  Virginia  sty 
to  the, first  victims  of  tjie^war?  Wiiy,  hewili 
say,  ^  this  is  no  war  of  mioe,  I  everted  all  my 
strength  to  turn  these  people  from  their  mad  ud 
desperftte  eafeer'l"  The  gentleman  from  Yicginia 
exonerates  himself' from  all  responsibility  by  the 
very  act -of  opposition;  but,  what  can  be  said  of 
us,  theadvoea^  of  the  resolution,  to  whom  all 
responsibility  attaches  1  '  That  '*  we  had  not  fin- 
ished our  war  speeches  1*^  that  "we  could  net  be- 
sinton^i^  men  luyii  we  Irad  finished  them  P 
Sir,  believe  me,  the  people  of  this  country  want 
no  such  speeches ;  they  will  go  to  war,  because 
tfaey^  believe  war  Js  necessary  to  the  preserratioa 
of  their  honbr  iand  substantial  interest;  they 
want  m.en  i^nd  arms  tp  (jefend  them— not, words. 
if  gentlemen  peAieVere  fn  the  debate.  I  will  call 
the  previous  question.  The  safety  or  the  Sta^ 
after  what  has  been  said  and  ^one,  demands  it^ 
and  all  eonsiderattOns  must  yield  to  that. 

Mr.  Macdn  considered  the  present,  from  the 
turn  the-^ebate  had  takan,  the  most  importaat 
question  wi^ich  had  come  before  the  mtional 
Government  for  many  yeiars  past,  bbcause  it  was 
evidently  discussed  as  a  Jjrar  question,  though  ibe 
real  question  before  the  House,  if  ^idopted.  did  not 
declare  war.  It  was  not  now  a  qUestionr  by  what 
metnsvor  by^  Whose  measures  the  nation  was 
brought  into  its  present  situation ;  it  most,  how- 
ever, be  satisfactory  to  all,  that  the  Admioistra- 
tion  has  done  everything  that  could  have  been^*' 
peci^  tb  avoid- the  i^resent  crisis,  and  to  keep  the 
nation  at  peace.  If  the  British  Government  would 
cea^ie  to  violate  our  neutral  anfd  national  rights^ 
our  difficulties  would  be  at  an  end.  Ic  was  no 
longer  a  question .  aboiH  the  colonial  caHying 
trade— that  was  at  an  end  f  because  Great  Bri^ii^ 
might  now  be  considered  as  possessing  till  the 
West  India  islands ;  and  as  we  hevc  now  neither 
sug;ar  nor  cofiee  to  carry,  she  has  determined  to 
execute  with  rigor  her  unjust  orders  against  onr 
carrying  the  produ<^tioas  of  our  own  soil  to  any 
market  except  her  ftwn,  or  that  of  her  allies.  This^ 
is  attacking  the  best  interest  of  the  country ;  in- 
deed, it  is  takhig  the  *profits  o(  both  planter  and 
merchant.  Hence,  none,  df  our  exports  bt'ins  a 
price  by  which  we  cap  live,  except  flour  j  and  that 
would  be  no  better  than  any  otner  article  of  eX' 
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port,  was  it  not  that  Of  eat  Britain  and  her  aMies> 
Bpatn  and  Portugal,  want  it  for  the  support  of 
their  armies ;  it  i#  their  wants,  and  their^eat  HA- 
cnlty  of  getting  thei^  wants  supplied  anjrwhere 
elsi^  that  keeps  up  the  pficeof  wheat. 

Notwithstanding  theise  were  his  sentiments,  he 
thought  it  would  be  going  too  far  to^consent,  by 
the  TOt«  he  was  about  to'giVe,  that  he  pledged 
himself  to  rote  for  any  measqre  whfoh  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations  might  hereafter  brinr 
forward,  when,  he  did  not  intend  to  vote  for  aU 
the  resolutions  contained  in-tb^  ^^V^,^^  which  was 
now  under  consideration.  Oor  afiniirs  must  now 
tommaod  the  serious  attention  bf  every  man  in 
the  nation.  Wet-.mtisc  either  prepare  to  maintain 
the  right  to  carry  our  pMuce  to  what  market  we 
please^  or  to  be  content  without  a  market  ^  to  at- 
tempt another  neg^otta^on  would  be  useless ;  evtery 
effi>rt  has  been  made  jn  that  way  thav  could  be 
made.  Indeed,  do  one  has  yet  said  that  he  wished 
another..  He  was  as  desirous  of  j>eaoe  as  he  ever 
was;  and  if  any  plan  shall  be  proposed  by  which 
the  pneace  of  the  country  can  be  preserved,  and 
the  right  to  export  our  native  produce  mainuHoed, 
he  should  still  prefer,  it  to  *War ;  but  if  no  such 
phm  can  be  devised,  he  was  willing  to  go  to  war 
for  that  right.  He  was  also  willihg  to  declare  the 
poiBU  to  the  nation  fo|  i(hich  we  weat  to  war, 
and  rather  than  not  suc(^ed,  he  wpuld  catry  it  on 
for  fifty  years,  and  loncer  if  necessary.  He  felt 
no  besicatton  in  declaring,  that  he  would  not  ^o 
to  war  to  edcour/iee  the  nation,-  or  any  part  of  it, 
10  become  manufacturers,  (and  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  observe  that,  froth  the  dav  that  this  re= 
port  was  laid  on  the  table,  we  ha^e  heard  nothing 
about  manufactures ;)  nor  would  he  go  to  war 
for  the  pur(»08e  of  building  a  nitvy.  He  men* 
tioned  this,  because  he  had  "neard  a  'good  deal  said 
of  late  about  iocreasiag  the*  fleet  and  bililding 
seventy-fours.  U^  therefore,  it  wais  to  be  a  war 
either  to  encourage  manufhctures  or  to  build  a 
fleet,  he  should  be  Opposed  to  it}  he  would  rather 
remain  as  we  areawhileionger,  bi(d  as  our  situa- 
tion is.  than  to  stick  these  two  set-fasts  to  the 
back  of  the  nation,  neither  of  whTch  it  could  ever 
set  clear  of.  A  peace  in  Europe  might  (rpe  us 
from  our  present  embarrassments,  but  from  the 
othe^,  once  established,  we  can  never  expect  to 
get  free. 

He  could  not  agree  With  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  7roup)  that  the  House  ought  r>ow, 
by  the  previous  question,  to  put  an  end  to  the  de- 
bate ;  on  the  contrary,  he  wished  every  member 
might  have  full  time  to  deliver  his  sentiitsents  on 
this  great  question ;  for  hfs  part,  he  wished  to  hear 
the  opinions  of  thos^  Who  lived  on  the  Eastern 
frontier ;  he  was  gratified  that  several  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Western  had  favored  the  Committee 
with  theirs*  He  expressed  tnis  wish,  because  the 
part  of  thh  country  which  he  represented  was  in 
the  middle  country,  about  the  same  distance  from 
the  mountains  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  in  no  oaii- 
ger  of  beiuff  surprised  or  injured  by  any  plunder- 
itg  pfirty  ;  out  if  the  House  was  to  do  that  which 
tbi  gentleman  from  Georgia  seemed  tO  desire^  it 
would  do  no  good ;  because,  if  our  object  be  to 


invade  Canada,  it  can  scarcely  be  expected  that 
this  could  be  done  with  our  utmost  exertions  by 
regular  troops,  hereafter  to  be  raised,  sooner  than 
Juueor  July.  Hitherto,  oor  proceedings  have 
been  carried  oti  not  only  with  good  humor,  but 
with  great  urbanity  also ;  to  stop  the  debate,  might 
have  a  tendency  to  change  thb,  which  no  one 
would  regret  more  thap  the  gentleman  himself. 
'Before  we  raise  an  army,  and  provide  it  with 
everything  necessary  (or  marching, we  have  much 
to  do.  We  have  now  -no  Washington  to  com- 
mand, and,  since  the  days  of  Joshua,  1  have  read 
of  no  such  man ;  such  men  dp  not  appear  every 
century,  and  a  thousand  years  will  hardly  produce 
^ne.  It  is  ((uite  probable,  except  the  Commander* 
in-Chief,  .as  gooct  or  better  appointments  may  be 
now  made,  than  were  made  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Revolution;  because  there  arc  now. more  men 
of  elperieneein  the  country  than  there  were  at 
that  tune;  and,  also,  because  the  men  of  talents 
and  experience  are  much  better  known  totheNa* 
tional  Governm^iU  now  than  they  then  were^ 
besides  the  selectioa  of  officers,  the  wagons,  carts, 
and  provisions,  ai*^  to  purchase,  and  almost'every 
other  article  necessajry  for  a  marching  army.  It 
may  not  V  improper  here  to  remark,  that  this  is 
pot  a  Government  of  <confidei^ce ;  and  that,  before 
we  go  too  far,  we  ought,  by  sotne  means  or  other^ 
to  know  who  is  to  comtoand  the  Army.  There 
eaonot  be  much  difflcfuhy  in  thb,  especially  aa . 
ev^ry  jilej^tertment  of , "the  Government  seems  wiU 
ling  to  raise  a  force  adequate  to  the  purpose  foe 
which  it  is  wanted.  And  heie,  sir,  permit  ipe  to 
sa/j  that  I  hope  this  is  to  he  no  party  war,  but  a 
national  war,  in  which  fevery  person  in  the  na^ 
tion  may  have  a  fair  chance  to  participate  in  the 
shonor  and  glory  to  be  acquired  in  the  neld  of  bat- 
tle,.and  fn  defence  of  the  rights  of  hb  country. 
Such  a  war,  ^  war  we  uhall  have,  can  alone,  in 
my  judgment,  obtain  the  end  for  which  we  mean 
to  coiitend,  without  any  disgrace.  Before  I  sit 
clqwn^  it  is  proper  for  mfs  to  say,  that  I  shall  vote 
for  the  resolution  new  under  consideration,  but, 
ip  doing  this,  I  give  no .  pledge  to  vote  for  the 
ouitfber  of  men  that  has  b^n  mentioned  in  de- 
bate. AlmQiit  every  number/Trom. fifty  thousand 
down  to  fifteen  thousand,  have  been  stated  as  the 
propi^r  number  to  be  raised ;  when  these  are  com- 
pared with  the  namber  (ten  thousand)  mentioned 
by  the  chairman  or  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  (and  1  understood  him-to  say  that  was 
4he  number  wanted. by  the  Executive,)  it  appears 
niore  lilce  guessing  than  calculating.  The  Ad- 
ministratiop,  nodoobt.  know  the  nuilaber  of  troops 
in  Canada  and  in  all  the  AtneCican  continental 
dominions  of  Great  Britain;  this  is  not  known  to 
the  House — of  course  we  can  do  nothing  but 
guess;  and  it  is  enough  for  me  at  present  to  Vote 
the  ndmber  which  it  has  reqiiested.  If  I  should 
appear  too  cautious  about  voting, men,  it  ought  to 
be  remembered  that  I  voted  for  six  thousand  ad- 
ditional troops,  under  the  belief  that  Great  Btiu 
ain  had  made  war  upon  us,  and  that  afterwatds 
the  law  raising  them  could  not  be  repealed. 

One  wolrd  as  to  what  has  been  said  about  se- 
cret proceedings ;  they  are  useless,  and  experi- 
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enee  has  conyiBced  the  nation  that  Congress  has 
fiey«r  kept  a  secret  one  week ;  it  is  knows  to  all 
the  world  that  both  Francse  and  England  use 
tDoney  to  buy  politjoal  sefcpets  ;  but  $s  the  docu- 
ments are  public,  it  wouhl  ha^e  hppeared  a  little 
strange  to  keep  the  proceedings  in  iheJLegislature 
whioh  originated  from  them  a  secret. 

Mr.  Bmiue  spoke  in  fayor  of  the  report ;  when 
the  House  adjourned. 

Friday,  December  13'. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petiiipn  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  that  part  of  Washington  cotmiy,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;  lying  west  of  Rock 
Creek,  praying  that  t*he  Levy  Court  of  ihe  said 
county  may  be  eihpowered  and  authorized  to  levy 
county  taxes  on  that  portion  of  the  county  com- 
prehending the  City  of  Washington.— -Referred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  a  petitioii  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  several  Christian  denominations,  iq 
the  western  parts  of  the  United  States,  praying 
that  the  mails  of  the  United  States  may  iiot  be 
carried,  and  that  post  offices  n>ay  not  be  opened, 
on  the  Sabbath  day.-^Refeired  to  the  Postmaster 
Gendral. 

Mr.  BtAccLEDGE  moved  that  the  Holis^  de 
come  to  the  following  resolution  :    .  '     ' 

Resolved,  That  ihe  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  fo  cause  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before 
this  Housei  a  digest  of  the  system  of  rules  and  regiila' 
t&onsby  which  the  regular  troops  of  the  United  Btatotf 
are  trained  and  disciplined.  ,   •      ■ 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  . 

Mr.  RANDOiipH  moved  that  tkie  House  do  now 
proceed  to  colisider  the  report  of  the  committee ' 
of  conference,  made  the  eleventh  instanc,  toother 
with  the  message  from  the  Senate  adnenni^  t6 
their  amendments  to  the  bill,  *^for  the  apportion- 
ment of  Representatives  among  the  several, 
Btates,  according  to  the  third  enumeration,;" 
which  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS.        ■  -..  ■  ' 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
reoort  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Dawson. — WheawearjiBabout.tGriakeastep, 
lo  assume  an  ajttitude  which  must  change  all  our 
foreign  relations,  and  may  produce.a  change  in  our 
political  character^  it  becomes  us  to  summon  all 
our  wisdom — to  collect  all  our  moderation  and, 
ftrmness,  and  to  unite  all  our  energies  and  exer- 
tions. It  becomes  us  to.be  ^'neither  rash  or  diffi- 
dent," or^  to  use  the  langua^^e of  oneof  thesreateat 
men  who  ever  lived  in  the  tide  of  times,  '^  fmmod- 
•rate  valor  swells  into  a  la ult,  and  fear  admitted 
iBto  public  councils  betrays  like  treason."  Such, 
air,  is  the  situation  of  the  United  States  at  this 
moment.  We  are  about  to  take  such  a  step-^every 
aentimem  therefore  which  can  be  offered  demands 
its  proportion  of  public  attentjon,  and  renders  thi^ 
apology  from  me  unnecessary,  which,  on  any 
other  occasion,  oommoo  propriety  would  justify. 
After  the  select  Committee  on  our  Foreign  Re- 
lations had  made  their  report,  it  seemed  to  me  to 


be  t|)eir  particular  duty  to  give  to  this  House  t 
full  exposition  of  their  present  and  ulterior  views 
and  object^,  and  of  those  of  the  AdininistratioD, 
as  far  as  they  had  aacertained  them,  founded  oa 
the  information  which,  it  is  presumedj  they  pos- 
sessed. For  ihk  I  waited  with  patience,  tod 
have  listened  with  attention. an^  with  pleasure— 
jt  has  .been  giveo  with  promptness,  with. a bilitjr 
and  with  caikdor ;  ami  with  that  perspicuity  which 
frees  the  -mind  from  all  doubt,  as  to  the  coane 
which,  in  their  judgment,  wd  ought  to  purrae. 
And  ii  now  rests  with  us,  sir^  to  determioe  whe- 
their  we  shall  sanction  their  recommendattoo— 
whether  we  shall  adopt  those  measures  oecesiary 
and  preparatory  toa  war  in  which  it  is  probable 
our  country  will  be  ens^ifged.  Siri  in  the  course 
;t)f  my>  political  life,  it  has  been  my  duty  to  meet 
and  to  decide  on  some  of  the  most  importaat 
questions  whiclkhave  beep  agitated  ia  our  public 
cottncils,  and*  deeply  involving  the  best  iateresti 
of  our  country;  these  duties  I  have  performed 
witb^  fidelity  aad  without  fear,  and  I  pledge  nj- 
self  never  to  depart  from  thaip  line  of  coadact ; 
andj-sirr-at  no  period  of  my  life,  nor  upoaaoy 
occasion '  have  I  met  any  question  with  morese- 
tious  deliberation  and  more  undaupted  firmaess 
jthan  I  do  the  present. 

For  seyeralyears  pi|«t  I  haiw  bc«n  an  advocate 
for  the  adoptioi)-  o£  every  measure^  the  object  of 
which  was  to  place  our  country  in  a  complete 
state  of  defence,  and  prepase  us  to  meet  any  state 
of  things.  ^  I  hai«  thought,  and  do  thiok  liiac 
preparatory  and  vifforou*  measure  are  best  cal- 
culated to  maintain  .the  dignity  and  secute  the 
peft^  and  happiness  of  our  couatry-^that  to  be 
prepared  to  meet  danger  is  the  best  way  to  avert 
It.  These  prepiralioas  have  dot  been  carried  to 
the  extent  which  I  have  wished-r-and  yet,  sir,  I 
am  far.from  thinking  thi^t  my  country  is  ia  thit 
faeble  state  which  some  gentleo(ieo  seem  willing 
to  represent  it.  .1  feel  myself  authOTized  tosute, 
that  we  lia^e  all  the  necessaries ;  ail  the  imple* 
ments ;  all  the  munitions  necessary  for  a  three 
years'  close  war  against  any  force  which  any 
rower,  can  send  to,  this  continent. 

All  that  we  want,  are  men.  No,  sir,  pardon 
the  expression— all  wliich  we  want  is  an  expres- 
sion of  the  will  of  the- nation^  Let  this  Hoas^t 
let  the  constituted  authorities  declare  that  wilH 
let  them  declare  '<  The  Republic  to  be  in  danger, 
and  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  our  fel- 
low citizens  will  rally  rOund  the  standard  of  tbeir 
country,  resolved  to  support  her  rights,  avenge 
her  wrongs, ,  or  perish  in  her  ruin.  Yes,  sift 
should  that  awful  mome^Ut  ever  arrive,  which  may 
Heaven  avert !— should  we  be  forced  into  a  war 
in  the  defeiAce  of  our  just  rights,  1  trust  and  be- 
lieve th'at  there  ia  not  a  man  in  the  nation,  whose 
situation  will  permit,  who  will  nOt  be  ready  to 
march  at  his  country's  calL  No  man  more  de- 
voutly prays  for  peace  than  I  do ;  no  man  defe- 
cates large  standing  armies  in  the  time  of  peace 
more  than  I  do— I  consider  them  the  bane  of  so- 
ciety and  the  danger  of  republics ;  but,  sir,  as 
peace,  honorable  peace  is  not  always  at  our  com- 
mand, they  must  he  resorted  to  in  time  of  war. 
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Mr.  S^e«J[er,we  ^ave  bei|rd.miich  of  expense 
oTlaiauofraQU  ofecoAoi^y,  Si^  no  mao  admires 
traeedoDomy  more  ibao  I  doT-n6  jnaQ  abhors 
tkt  which  goes  to  defeai  itself  mo^e  than  I  d^i. 
Tkepoe  is  wisdom,  the  ether  fblly  y  a|id  although 
I  to  an  adf  ocate  foi  economy,  and  a  ri£;iil  dtstri- 
boiJoi  of  the  public  funds,  and  opposed  to  taz^- « 
tioDj  yet,  sir,  there  are  times-  and  circumstances, 
wliea  considerations  of  that  sort,  when  all  mhior 
coasideratioas^  most  be  sul^servient  to  what  we 
owe  the  pablic — when  to,  be  freemen  we  o^ust 
eette  to  tine  misers.  When  the  peace,  the  h<)nor,; 
ttkt  iedependenoe  of  my  country  are  threatened, . 
mker  than  sacrifice,  rather  than  endanrer  them, 
I  would  draw  every  cent  from  your  public  coffer, 
efery  sous  frooi  your  prirate  j)urses;  and  this, 
I  tM  bokt  to  say,  is  the  undivided  sentiment  of 
tJMse  iJiaFe  the  honor  to  represent,     .     . 

Mr.  Spe^kei;,  when  1  rose,  y,  was  not  my  inten- 
tion to  go  into  the  various  reasons  which  will  in- 
daeene  to  vote  in  favor  of  that  resolution,  or  to^ 
recapitulate  the  Wrongs  which  urge  its  adoption ; 
lliey  have  1>ee«  fuUy  stated  in  the  report  o[  the 
eeaHnittee  itself,  and  to  use  iu  own  ^orda.  ^Tiie 
cold  recital  of  wrongs,  of  injuries  and  aggressions, 
bewn  and  felt  by  eirery  meraberof  this  Union^ 
could  have  no  other  effect  than  to  deaden  the 
natioaal  sensibility  and  render  the  public  mind 
eaUoos  to  iniuNes  #ith  which  k  is  already  too 
laniliar^"  Nor,  sir,  do  I-mean.to  underrato  or  tq 
'bdittie  the  power  and  resources  of  the  nation 
vich  whom  we.shitll  probably  beiengured.-  I 
kiow  her  to  be^eat  and  poWer^l,  and  That  we 
tiall find  a  foe  no^  unworthv  our  sword.  I  know 
that  our  countryman  will  be  siihjiscted  to  great 
dificalties,  hardships  and  dianffers^bu^' confiding 
ia  the  jostice  of 'Our  cause,  and  in  their  ^rtue  and, 
taltr,  I  entertain  no-doubt  of  the\resulL         ; 

Mr*  Nelson  protested  agajn^t  the  doctrine  thai 
iath^Tote  he  ^tas  about  to  give  he  should  pledge 
hiaself  to  the  support  of  whatem  lil tenor  meas- 
ures the  ComoDUtee  of  Foreign  Helations.  might 
choose  to  adopts  He  was  sensible  that  he  should 
hazard  the  censure  of  his  associates  in  the  ti^ 
publican  ^us^e  by  the  observations  he  pVoptised 
^Mi^it.  Nay.  his  Republican  friends  might 
ban  the  audacity  to  denounce  him  aa  an  -apos- 
tate, hut  the  people  bad  intrusted  him  wiUi  their 
Nearest  rights  and  interests,  and  he  was  resolved 
to  panne  these  according  to  his  best  judgment, 
r^dless  of  the  strictures  of  friends,  and  of  the 
ooDtnmacious  abuse  of  the  press.  Proscription 
•honld  have  no  rnflneoo^  ttn  his  conducts  And 
heace.he  must  express  his  astoni^ihmeilt  at  those 
mtlenien  who  had  tbreaiened  the' House  with 
we  previous  question,  when  they  themselves  ad- 
mitted the  vast  importance  of  the  sobjeot  undeir 
^iKussioa.  Tacitus  inforoM  us,tha(  even  the 
MQi-barbairian  Germans,  when  war  was  to  be  de- 
cided on,  took  two  several  occasions  to  debate 
upon  it— one,  when  they  were  in  the  full  posaes- 
m  of  their  natural  faculties ;  and,  second,  when 
^  were  caraited  by  extravagant  circumstances. 
But  in  t|ieae  enlightened '  days  it  seems  that  we 
Mc  10  decide  ihiV all-important  question  wrthput 
achate  1    He  begged  gentlemen  to  divest  them- 


iseWesof  pftssion.  It  was. not  a  time  to  bow  to 
the  influence  of  improper  feelinj^s.  They  ^ught 
calmly  nnd  coolly  meet  the  subject.  They  were 
to  .decide  upop  a  question  which  was  of  no  mo- 
m«irtary  nature.  If  they  did  go  to  war,  it  would 
be -a  lasting  war;  a'nd  he  ajzreed  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Tbodp,)  that  if  war- 
speeches  were  necessary  to  bring  the  Houte  to 
the  sticking  point,  it  was  much  too  sooa  to  begin 
war.  . 

He  proposed  to  consider  these  resolutions  as  a 
measure  of  hostility,-accordiog  lo  the  views  of 
its'advocartes,  knd  then^as  a  measure  of  deiensiv^ 
preparations^ agreeable  to' the  spirit  of  Executi^ve 
recommendation,  which  was  favorable  to  peace. 
What  were  the  objects  of  the  war.?  To  estab- 
lish our  neutral  rights,  to  exempt  our  seamen 
/rom  impressment,  the  repeal  .of  the  Orders  in 
CounciLand  pf  the  blockades,  and  the  security 
of  th^  Amerioan  flag.  What  would  be  the  effect^ 
of  war,  the  tocsin. .of  which  was  for  th^  first  time 
sounded  through  the  land?  C^ur  country  had 
been  blessed  by  Providence  with  more  thain  thirty 
years  of  peace  and  plenty.  Tb^  habits  of  the 
people  wei'e  pnoifio.  The  trifling  hbstilitie^with 
England  were  of  no  consequence.  But  now  the 
yeomanry  of  the  country  were  to  be  called  to 
arms  as  if  our  own  terrrtoxy  were  to  be  invaded. 
He  sympathized  with  the  sufferiags  of  Jiis  im- 
pressed and  .  incarcerated' fellow-citizens;  but 
would  a  territorial  war  exempt  themfroili  im* 
.mrjessment?  Would  it  establish  our  neutral  rights? 
Certainly  not;  The  way  to  enforce  these  rights 
was  by  a  great  ^inritime  force,  which  the  nation 
were.inoompeteiu  to  raise  and  support. 

But  the  advocate^  of  immediate  wa)r  said  that 
if  they  could  npt  obtaiii  their  objects  by  direct 
hostility  on^the  o^egn,  they  could  do  it  by  a  anc- 
cedaneum — by  the  exercise  of  the  lea^iaiionu  in 
an  indirect  #ay.  After  issuing  letters  pf  macque, 
they  would  resort  to  the  invasion  of  4he  enemies' 
territorial  provinces.  He  conteiided  that  this 
would'  be  inefficacious,  and  niaintained  that  to 
convert  bur  merchants  into  privateers  would  be 
to  ti^m  them  loose  opoa.the  seas-as  highway  rob- 
bers* They  woiiJkl  hot  be  competent  to  carry  on 
a  war  in  this  way.  They  would  have  abandoned 
their  peaceful  pursuits ;  they*  would  accept  a  fra- 
ternal embrace  of  French  subjects;  fight  ai<le  by 
side  With  them,  and  submit  themselves  to  the 
will  01  the  Frencih  £mperor.  However  scrapu^ 
ktts  gentlemen  might  now  he,  when  the  hour  of 
danger  came  they  would  accept  the  alliance  of 
Frano^,  The  national  interests  nfould  be  identi- 
fied with  those  of  the  European  continent.  We 
should  adbpt  the  continental  system,  iu  which 
our  liberties  and  independence  would  J|>6  jeopar- 
)dized. 

He  deprecated  the  -invasion  of  Canada  as  an 
act  of  foreign  conquest.  We  could  not  suppose 
tbat  Great  Britain  would  clumber  over  our  occu- 
pation of  it.  and  where  should  we  find  a  station- 
ery force  aole  to  keep  possession  of  it  a»a  con- 
quered province?  Admit  it  as  a  sister  into -the 
Union,  we  dace  not  abandon  it  at  the  peace,  and 
therefore  we  could  not  give  it  back  fpi  the  restor- 
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atioB  of  our  maritime  rights.  Bpt  suppose  that 
Gkeat  Britain  should  be  broufrht  to  her  knees, 
(aod  this  was  all  the  most  TaJiatit  of  us  Would 
ask,)  wh^t  have  we  to  expect,  if,  the  power  ^nd 
the  commerce  of  England  should  be  thrown  into 
the  arms  of  France,  from  the  high,  the  mighty, 
the  imperial  ^apoleon?  Would  he  respect  us 
more  than  England  would?  They  both  follew 
their  own  interests,  as  we  ought  to'  follow  OHf^. 
What  would  be  (he  e£fect  of  (his  war,  upon  oni^ 
selves?* 

He  feared  a  war,  not  from -a  puerije  fesr  of:  it? 
expenses  or  of  death,  but'  from  a  manly  dread  6f 
x\it  consequence^  of  Mz  war,,  which  must  last  as 
long  as  England  had  a  ship  at  sea^  or  fi  man  to 
man  it.  It  must  link  us  to>  the  destmjjes  of  conti- 
nental Europe ;  it  would  place  ns.under;:omplete 
ibreign  influence  and  foreigo  dominion'^  it  would 
change  our  political  institutions.  The  sages 'wha 
framed  fhe  Constitutiot^  and  iHurained  it  bjr 
their  commentaries,  had  predicted  that  it  woi^d 
not  suit  to  stand  the  shock  of  wan  l*h^  Repub- 
lic would  be  ruined  by  war.  We  do  t^oK  want 
courage.  The  Revolution  h^d  shown  proofs  of 
the  greatest  valor  ever  exhibited  by  human  na- 
ture. But  few  circumstances  jbesider  invasion 
D^ouM  justify  war.  It  would  strengtheii  the  Ex- 
ecutive arm  at. the  expense  of  the  Legislature. 
The  Chief  Msfgistratc  would  have  to  carry  on 
the  war.  He  would; u|K)n  the  plea  of  necessity, 
change  our  appropriations  from  o|ie  object  to 
another.  The  Coiistitution  would  be  sapped. 
The  legislalfve  pdwer  would  be  destroyed.  He 
cared  not  for  the  prices  of  cotton  and  tobapco  as 
compared  with  the  CoAstituti6n.  War  would 
introduce  a  slavist^  subordination  among  the  peo- 
ple. They  would  lose  their  •  republican  simpli- 
city, and  their  republican  independence.  They 
would  neglect  their  homespun  for  ihe  military 
plume  and  the  gilded*  epaulette.  Their  morals 
wovHd  become  depraved.  Love  of  icfleness,  etv 
travagance,  and  neglect  of  the  diilt  pursuits  of 
common  life,  would  take  pUoe.  The  desire  w'ou^d 
a^^ain  prevail  of  acquiring  large  fortunes. by  i^d 
of  invasion,  at  the  expense  ,of  th^  war-worn  sot« 
dier  whose  fruits  wouM  be  taken  aw4y  for  a 
mere  song,  as  th^jr  h^d  been  at  the  chose  6f  the 
Revolution.  Cupidity  would  be  introduced,  and 
jpervade  the  public  mind.   * 

I  have  made  these  remarks,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
rep^l  the  deoiaratloas  of  gentlemen,  that  to  vote 
for  this  resolution  would  pledge  me  to  embark  in 
war.  ''If  war  ishecessary.  I  will  nottshrink  from 
it,  big  as  it  is  with  calamity  aod  ruin.  It  will  be 
the  duty  of  Government  to  obviate  some  of  its 
evils* 

I  am  iqi  hopes,  too.  sir,  that  I  have  been  so  for- 
tunate as  to  check  the  inteofiperance  of  the  youth 
of  iby  country.  They  will  excuse  me^  I  trust 
we  may  not  be  led  away  bv  the  ardor  of  youth 
or  of  old  age.  I  shall  vote  tor  the  increase  of.  the 
regular  force,  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  my  friends, 
even  in  a  war,  if  necesMiry  and  just.  I  have  not 
made  this  speech  to  prove  that  I  am  against  war. 

Mr.  FiNOLGY  said  he  had  frequently  observed 
members,  after  a  question  had  undergone  a  very 


tedious  discussion,  say  that  if  the  yeas  and  otys 
had  not  been  balled  thev  would  not  have  spokeb 
on>  t^e  question^  btn  these  having  been  called 
they  must  assign  the  reasons  for  their  votes.  He 
did  not  approve  of  that^  principle,  because  if  it 
was  to  be  reduced  to  practice  eirery  raembet 
would  speak  to  eVery  such  question,  and  there 
would,  be  no  eud  of  the  debate.  However,  oa 
this  qujestion,  though  he  thought  it  had  been  suf- 
ficiently discussed/ yet  he  deemed  it  proper  to 
express  a  few  thoughts,  not  ao  much  lo  give  the 
reasons  for  Xhfi  vote  he  -designed  to  give,  as  to 
explain  the  pnncipj69  on  which  he  designed  to 
^ive  his  rote.  He  designed  tk>  vote  for  the  reso- 
lution  before  the  House,  but  not  surelyfor  the 
sanie  reasons  or  with  the  same  determined  vievt 
that  some  honorable  members  have  expressifd. 
'He  would  not  dwell  on  the  tyrannies  and  robbe^ 
ies  of  either  the  more  ancient  or  niiodem  despots 
or  Qovemments  of  the  old  world',*  but.  coofioe 
himself  to  such  as  had  a  direct  relation  to.tiie 
question  depending  before  the  House. 

That  the  aggressionr  and  oad  fhith  of  tht 
British  Government,  and  the  reCommendatioDi 
K)f  the  Exectuiire,  were  the  foundation  of  the 
resolt^tions  before  the  Bbuse  wds  admitted  by  ill 
that  Rave  s[>oken  onjhe  qdestiod.  In  order  to 
be  understood  he  wpuM  uke  a  concise  retrospect 
of  odr'rdations  with  Britain  since  neitrly  the 
eommencemaPt  of  the  present  Gk>vernmeot  of  tht 
United  States. 

During  the  First  Congress  an  kidiao  war  wis 
commenced  on  our  western  froDtier,  apd  eoadQet* 
ed  as  usual  with  savage feooci^y;  but,*  believing 
that  it  only  resulted  from  the  combiuatioD  of  a 
few  tribesc  our  defensive  measures  at  first  were 
weak,'aird  oii^  first  attempts  uufortuaate.  Bat 
it  soon  became,  such*  a  tedious  and  expensive  war 
as  to  require  for  several  yeara  the  exertion  of  all 
our  reM>urce8.  It  had' at  lasi  a  fortunate  coa- 
clusio'n ;  Init  doping  its  progress  our  Oovemment 
and  the  citizens  were  fully  convinced  that  the. 
itidians  were  encouraged  and  supported  by  the 
British  Qevernment. 

We  'all  knew  that  for  e^veral  ytwcp  p«»t  li' 
dian  doiincils .  have  been  convened  by  British 
agents,  who  influenced  them  hj  presents  and 
employed  them  as  emjssaties  to  excite  the  peace- 
able Indians  in  oUr  -own  territories  lo  go  m  war 
Against  our  new  and  dispersed  settlements.  It 
Would  be  infidelity  to  doubt  the  Uuth  of  the  Indites 
having  received  their  arms,  dkc,  from  British 
agents,  and  though  these  Briitah  allies  have  got 
a  check  iu  the  late  engagement,  yet  it  also  bas 
cost  us  dear.  We  have  no  ground  to  cpnclada 
that  the  danger  is  over;  revenge  is  the  predomi- 
nant passion  of  savages,  and  though  we  have  not 
such ,  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  British  io  the 
present  instance  exciting  the  Indians  to  war  and 
supplying  them  for  that  purpose,  as  we  had  in 
1793,  wheh  President  Washhioton  received  a 
copy  of  Lord  Dorchester's  speech  to  the  Indian 
tribes  encouraging  them  to  war  against  our  set- 
tlements, and  promising  them  a  co-operation  of 
tha  British  force— the  copy  of  which  graeioat 
speech  several  members  yet  in  Congress  saw  at 
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that  time  and  ever^  member  has  heard  of  it — 
through  a  kind  Provideaceuhat  co*operatioD  was 
]mTented  by  the  defeat  of  the  British  armies  in 
Europe.  Though  we  have  not  at  present  such 
eq^^licit  proofs  that  the  Ihdians-at  present  are 
acting  as  British  allies,  yet  we  bave  as  much 
ptool  as  the  nature  of  the  case  can  ^fRn-d^  and  it 
would  be  very  unwise  if  we  ii(id  not  act. accord- 


ingly. 
Frot 


^'rom  the  above  vJew  of  the  subject^  if  we  had 
no  other  caus^,  I  deduce  the  expediency  of  in- 
creasing our  regular  force  agreeable  to  the  re-' 
eommendation  of  the  Presfdeot  and' of  our  com- 
mittee. I  think  more  ha^i  been  sa.id  about  taking 
Canada  than  was  necessary..  It  is  true,  that  dur- 
ing the  same  Indian  war  it  was' the  opinion  of 
our  most  sage  politicians' that  we  never  could' be 
seeure  against  Indian  war  till  we  had  possession 
of  Canada,^and  by  that  me)ins  have  it  in  oilr 
power  to  cut  off  the  commuiiication  between 
Ibre^  n^fions  a^d  the  Indianson  our  frontiefs 
and  in  bur  own  territory.  They  sAid  that  neither 
our  revenue,  our  credit  or  pop^ulation  would  At 
that  time  justify  the  attftmpi;  but  that  w^e  were 
rapidly  increasing  in  population  and  all  other 
resources  while  the  nations  of  fe.urope  are  wast- 
ing their  own  strength,  but  th^  time  was  fast  ap- 
proachiog  when  we  must  repel  national  insults 
or  surrender  our  indepen(|ence.  This  was  said 
particularly  with  jrespect  to  the  impressment  of 
our  seamen.  At  the  commencement  of  thi»  out- 
rage,  never  committed  by  any  other  nation  but 
Britain,  the  public  mind.was  very  sensibly  affect^ 
cd  by  ity  but  titne  and  the  frequent  repetition  of 
the  injury  seems  to  have  tendered  the  public 
feelings  callous.  This  put  him  in  mind  of  what, 
he  had  sometimes  observed,  that  when  the  sav- 
ages scalped  a  few  families  on  the  frontier,  the 
whole  country  was  terribly  alarmcdi  but  that 
after  the  savage  butchery  had  jeontihuedjiod  ex-, 
tended  itself  for  some  time,  the  sensibility  seemed 
to  abate.  This  had  been  evidently  rh^  effect  of 
the  continued  im'pres^meiH  of  our  seamen. 

MKf  P.  said  he  djd  not  vote  for  a  respectable 
increase  of  our  regular  force  with  a  settled  de- 
termination of  goiog  to  war.  His^xed  view  was 
to  prevent  war,  th?  best  means  for  doing  which, 
it  was  generally  admitted,  was  to  He  prepared  for 
it;  this  was  the  most.effestuat  means  of  deterrlog 
other  nations  from  forcing  it  on  us.  or  doing  us 
unprovoked  injury.  This  was  not  tlie  first  occa- 
sion that  be  had  heard  threats  of  taking  Canada, 
talked  of  on  that  flopr,  he  thought  improperly. 
We  were  npw  called  to  make  provision  for  such 
a  force  as/ would  enable  the  Executive  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  the  country ;  whether  it  would 
become  expedient  to  defend  the  country  by  of- 
fbosive  operations,  was  not  the  present  question  : 
what  was  now  proposed,  was  to  provide  sufficient 
means  of  defence.  Whether  it  became  expedi- 
eAt  to  conduct  that  defence  by  offensive  opera- 
tions, was  a  question  tb  be  decided  after  the 
mtens  were  provided;  it  was  his  opinion  that 
this  provision  was  too  long  delayed.  . 

If  It  is  an  advantage  to  a  nation  to  have  justi- 
fiable causes  of  war,  the  United  States  have  pos- 


sessed that  advantage  ever  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the^  present  Clovernment^  and  even  before 
that  period.'*'  These  causes  with  Britain  have 
been  sometimes  relaxed,  and  sometimes  changed 
their  forms,  but  seem  now  to  have  come  to  a 
crisis.  The  impressmen't  of  our  seamen,  admit- 
ted by  all  to  be  a  justifiable  caus^  pf  war,  has 
never  been  relinquished;  but  numerous  other 
causes  have  now  been  added.  Consulting  what 
we  thought  expedient;  we  have  borne  a  testimony 
against  the^e  injuries  by  every  nracticable  re- 
striction, shott  of  hostility :  in  aoinff,  this,  we 
consulted  our  o^n  resources..  Since  these  causes 
^f  war  commenced}  our  population,  our  revenue, 
oqr.credit,  and  other  resources,  have  greatly  in- 
creased.' ;  I'he  questioh  now  is,  whether  they  are 
so  much  inci'eased  as  to  render  it  expedient  to 
provide  for  our  own  defence  by  offensive  Op- 
erations, if  necessary.  His  own.  opinion  was, 
jthal  we  were  rti  U)at  situation  that  if  was  our 
duty  to  makev«uch  pr6yi2jion  as  would  have  a 
tendency  to  prevent  war;  or,  if  war  was  neces- 
sary, wodlcf  Insure  success;  and  on  these  princi- 
ples be  would  vote  far  the  resolu^oo. 

Mr.  Roberts  observed  he  should  offer  no  apo- 
logy for  rising  so  late  in  this  discussion-,  as  the 
short  time  for  which  he  was  about  to  ask  atten- 
Liop  Would  not  justify  it.  The  eloquence  and 
talents  Which  bad  been  so  abundantly  exhibited 
an  this  occasioii,  WouM  not  admit  of  more  than  a 
concise  expression  of- his 'opinion,  wiihout  sub- 
jectinjj  hlra  justly,  to  the  charge  of  presumption* 
, When  the  report  now  under  consideration  caoie 
first  before  the  sHouse,  I  wa«,  said  he,  of  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  were  disposed  to  decide  upon  it 
without  debate.  I  have  frequently  been  in  the 
minority  on  the  question  of  adjournment,  from  a 
wish  to  reach  the  question  on  the  resolutions. 
Under  these  'imprcb-sions  1  confess  I  viewed  the 
challenge,  br  rather  the  invitation,  given  by.  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Gruwdy,)  "  to 
debate  this  subject  now,  if  it  was  to  be  debated 
at  all,"  more  as  the  impulse  of  an  ingenuous  mind, 
preferring,  on  all  occasions^  an  open  course,  than 
the  dictates  pf  prudence  or.  necessity.  Nor  was 
rt  till  after  the  gentlem,an  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Macon)  had  invited  and  urged  discussion, 
t^hat  I  became  disposed  to  join  in  opinion  with 
them,  the  correctness  of  which  the  debate  of  this 
day  has  very  much  strengthened. 

By  the  adoption  of  this  report,  we  are  entering 
on  ^  system  of  operations  of  the  utmost  national 
moment ;  the  effects  of  which  the  ^Yl^cst  amongst 
Us  cannot  fully  foresee,  and  on  which  we  have 
no  choice  but  to  act.  The  discussion  has  already 
elicited  opinions,  which  it  is  well  to  know  exist  ^ 
afid  the  more  so,  since  some  of  the&  admit  the 
holders  to  vote  for  the  report,  while  they  allow 
them  to  be  adverse  to  the  measures  which  are  ne- 
cessarily to  follow  M*  A  little  time  may  be  well 
spent  in  comparing  sentiments  in  this  sta^e  of  the 
business,  as  it  may  be  conducive  to  celerity  of 

*  The  British  retaining , the  western  po^ts,  and  the- 
Sfpaniards  retaining  part  of  our  territory,  were  justifitr 
bfe  causes  of  war. 
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movement  ib  the  sequel,  and  givd  more  certain 
effect  to  the  measures  which  must  Ultimately  be 
followed. 

Every  political  community  must^  of  necessity, 
possess  rights,  which  it  may  enjoy  independeAtfy 
of,  and  in  common  with,  every  other.  .One  of 
those  rights  is  an  uncontrolled  jurisdiction  over 
its  own  territory.  It  has  long  ajgo  been  found 
necessary  for  nations  to  settle  by  «onventi.oa  on 
the  great  scale  where  the  limits  of  territory,  shall 
cease,  add  where  the  high  seas  shall  commeooe. 
This  convention,  or  law,  hap  determined  that  the 
ships  of  neutraU  shall  be  a  part  of  the  national 
territory;  so  long  as  they  are  careiul  tO; preserve 
a  pacific  pharacter.  Through  the  interventiod" 
of  vessels  navigating  the  high  seas,  nalions  In 
amity  are  enabled  to  overcoihe  the  want  of  prox- 
imity, and  all  the  piirposes  of  t^ade  and  commer- 
cial intercourse  may  thereby  be  extended,  as  well 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  remotest  cqrners  of  the 
earth,  as  to  those  OBly  divided  by  a  geometrical 
line.  An  attempt  l6  interrupt  tlijs  intercourse 
by  a  third  nation,  is  so  serious  an  act  of  hostility, 
and  wrong,  as  not  only  always  4o  Justify,  but  to 
detnand,  resistance.  The  gentleman  from* Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Randolph)  has  s^id,  the  Grovernment 
would  not,  on  a  former  occasion;  go*^o  war,  when 
their  trade,,  whicl)  consisted  in  carrying  theprgt- 
duce  of  one  foreign  country  to  another,  was  an- 
noyed and  t^ut  up;  and  why  not,  he  says,  he  pa- 
cinc  DOW,  tts  well  as  then  ?  While  I  agree  that 
our  natiotiiil  rights  extend  to  both  alike,  admit- 
ting, however,  every  Govefument  to  make  her 
own  municipal  regulations,  I  must  be  allowed  to 
consider  our  direct  export  and  import  trade  much 
better  worth  contenctiug  for,  than  what  has  been 
denominated  our  carrying  trade.  The  cultivators 
and  owners  of  the  soil  have  never  sbo^Q  floy. 
disposition  to  fight  for  the  latter  trade ;  and  for  a 
very  plain  and  consisteijft  reason.  War  is  sure  to 
bring  on  its  train  of  evils  and  expense ;  and  where 
it  is  obvious  that  these  will  an^ouat  to.  more  than 
the  Io«s  of  the  exercise  of  a  ri^ht  in  its  nature  of 
but  transitory  use  and  minor  interest,  a  free  peo- 
ple may  vi^iit  propriety  refuse  toliazard  them  for 
Its  support.  It  is  not  for  such  a  people  (o  war  for 
a  Speculative  right  or  an  empty  name.  The  car- 
rying trade,  it  must  be  owned^  was  profitable  in 
exercise,  but  it  was  i|  profit  that  could  be  {^iven 
up,  without  vital  prejudice,  to  the  national  inter- 
ests. Not  so  with  our  fair  export  trade.  To  yi^ld 
this,  would  be  absolute  recolonization.  It  must 
not  only,  affect  us,  in  the  great  resources  of  na- 
tional strength ;  but  it  jnust  break  the  Spirit  of 
our  citizens,  and  make  them  infidels  in  Uie  princi- 
ple of  self-government.  It  would,  at  the  same 
time,  add  means  and  facilities  to  the  aggressing 
nation  to  multiply  her  outrages.  Give  up  the  ex- 
port trade  to  Great  Britain,  and  you  will  next  b^ 
required  to  give  up  the  coasting  trade,  and  to  ad- 
roit her  navigation  act  to  as  complete  operation  in 
our  bays  and  harbors,  as  it  now  has  round  the 
limited  shores  of  the  British  isles.  The  spirit  of 
commercial  monopoly  she  has  so-  pertinaciously 
manifested,  proves  that  her  ambition  craves  more 
than  her  means  can  aspire  to.    Tb6  wrongs  she 


has  long  been  and  still  is  committing  towards 
these  States,  have  assumed  a  character,  that  im- 
periously calls  for  a  resistance,  made  by  all  for 
the  benefit  of  all. 

In  the  alternative  offered  in  tbe  non-importa- 
tion acts  for  the  restoration  of  friendly  ihtercoursc 
with  Gr^at  Britain  and  France,  tney  have'  only 
been  reqiiirdd/Ho  cease  to  violate  our  neutral 
righu"— they  are  not  required,  as  a  preliminary  to 
amicable  relations,  to  make  iatlemnity  for  paat 
spoliatioqs.  Tljiis  offer^  moderate  to  faUltiness, 
Britain  ^iroids  accepting,  and.  at  the  same  time  for- 
feits her  pligbted  faith  tothe  United  States  to  keep 
pace  with  France  in  relax in^i:  her  aggressions,  on 
a  miserable  eqtxivocation.  After  so  patient  a  for- 
bearance; after  so  many,  and  so  ereat  sacrifices, 
made  to  avoid  a  resort  to  war ;  when  moderaiioa 
has  unifornily  invited  injury  ;  when  an  hostility, 
as  in  Vetera te.,as  constaht  9l^q  long  continuing,  can 
leave  little,  hope  of  a  change  of  .temper  on  the  ptri 
of.  the  British  Government,  it  is  surely  time  to 
prepare  lo!  make  a  stronger  ippeal  to  her  interesu. 

The  report  itself,  and  the  aiscussion  arising  out 
of  it,  presents  different  €on«iderat ions  to  the  mind. 
The  Executive  Message  has  delineated  the  pos- 
ture of  our.alSairs  with  Britain,  aod  ha&  marked  out 
a  course  of  ]^olicy  adapted  to.  them  with  fnuch 
clearness.  Fronrthe  mutual  explanations  of  the 
members  of  the  Gommittee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
it  appears  thatit  became  a  questioi^  whether  tbejr 
report  should  confortn  to  the  Message,  or  take  a 
more  advanceJ  position..  It  has  been  made,  how- 
ever, vefy  nauch  in  confprmity  with  it,  and  the 
members  of  the  committee  have -mostly  given 
their  o^unions  on  ulterior  measures  with  equal 
candor  and  ability.  With  the  ffentlemthi  from 
Virginia,  who, spoke  last,  (Mr.  Nei-soii,)  I  am 
ready  lb  vote  for  the  report-;  but  by  this  ^ote  I  do 
not  pledge  myself  fprthef  than  to  act  as  fotore 
exigence'  r&ay  justify.  An  attentive  perusal  of 
the  Message  has  impressed  my  mind  with<  a  con- 
viction tbat  i\is  the  rtsult  of  much  and  wise  delib- 
eration. It  is  strotgly  marked  with  a  correct  and 
intimate  knowledge  of  thissubject.  The  Coasti- 
tution  has  assigned  it  as  a  duty  to  the  Bxecutive  ^ 
superinteiad  the  external  concerns  of  the  Union. 
J  dteem  it  particularly  fortunate  that  that  officer, 
from  a  Ibng  concern  in  the  Government,  is  well 
read  in  the  history  of  oqr  disputes  with  Greit 
Britain.  A  communication  of  his  opiiiion,  in  tbe 
highly  responsible  shape  it  has  come  before  this 
House,  justly  claims  for  it  great  and  high  regard. 
'  •*  By  beinff  ready,'*  says  the  Message ;  '•  to  meet 
with  cordiality,  satisfactory  proofs  of  a  change  of 
temper  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  iii  the 
mean  time  to  adapt  our  measures  to  the  views 
which  have  been  disclosed  through  their  Minis- 
ter," we  shall  "  best  consult  our  whole  duty."  In 
pursuance  of  these  suggestions,  the  report  appears 
to  have  been  made.  While  we  are  seriously  pre- 
paring to  me6t  the  wor^t,  in  the  true  spirit  of  a 
Republican  people,  we  shall  hold  ourselves  ready 
by  this  course  to  accept  an  honorable  and  safe 
accommodation  of  differences  to  the  last  moment. 
If  that  accommodation  does  not  take  place  before 
the  time  preparations  are  made  for  an  appeal  to 
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arms,  (of  which.  I  confeHt,  I  haye  hot  little  hopes,) 
I  shall  decide  tor  war,  as  promptly  as  aay  one, 
and  place  my  foot  as- far  las  he  who  goes  farthest ; 
but  that  vote  shall  not  be  given  to  subserve  aDy  local 
or  partial  interests.  Our  people  have  heretofore 
been  geoeraUy  employed  in  growi^gf  the  necedsa-* 
rie$  add  tnw  materials  for  xhfi  comforts  ofli^,  aitd 
exchanging  them  for  the  elegances,  luxuries;  tfnd 
wealth  of  other  nations.  In  the  advantages  thence 
arising,  every  portion  of  the  community  have'hap- 
pily  participated. '  The  inhabi^ahts  or  the  more 
rigorous  clin&atesof  the  East  ^d  North 'ha  Ve4)een 
the  merefaants  and  navigators: for  those  of  the 
milder  regions  of  the  Sou^h  ^d  West.  '  This 
course  of  tbinos,  after  having  bven  for  a  whHe 
strongly  impel&d,  by  the  war  gvowinff  oat  of  tit^ 
French  Revolution,  has  Ihow  become  impeded,  by 
obstructions  derived  from  the  same  source.  "A 
change  of  attitude  with  this  change  of  things  is 
called  for,  and  his  ealHs  made  under  circum- 
stances  that  presents  no  a!tem&tit<9  but  a  vigorous 
preparation  iorj'esi8Unee,or,a^  k^s  been  frequently 
observed  during  this  debate,  ^  unconditional,  sub- 
mission.'' 

Far  be  it  from  mc,  to  wish  to  appear  to,  view 
the  evils  of  war  lightly— I  am  aot,  however,  for 
nonjuring  up  pictures  of  them,  h<>wever  great,  to 
deter  me  from  mv  duty.  Even^  free  people,  whose 
every  habit  ana  feeling  incline  them,  to  peace, 
must  sometimes  meet  War  j'and  when  the  unhappy 
necessity  occurs,  they^should  be  ]^epa'red  to  meet ' 
it  With  an  unshalcen  countenance..  That  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Btates  will  so  meet  it,  I  feel  the 
fullest  Msurai^ce.  Neither  a  vvish  to  avoid  ex- 
pense nor  the  just  fear  of  physHCfll  and  moral  in-, 
jury  can  p<Msibly  induce  them  to  surrender  or  dis- 
sipate the  rich  inheritance  they  possess,  purchased 
with  the  Ueod  of.  their  fkthers. 

1  cannet  view  the  British  po^sessiqns,  wb^ch  in 
ease  of  n  war  are  more  parttcoiarly^^reseo  ted  to 
our  mttaek,  as  necessarily  calculated  to  produce 
the  eonaeqnences  some  g^di|einen  anticipate.  If 
a  war  sbobld  take  plaee^  the  enemy's  commerce 
willoall  iUlo  exerclte  the  enterprise  Itnd  intre- 
pidity of  our 'citizens;  not,  as  has  been  said,  in  the 
chnraeter  of  plMtes*  lawless  depredMors  and  buc- 
eaatets ;  hm  as  foen  engaged  m  justifiable  reprt- , 
sal  aad'opeo  warfiire.  In  such  a  state  of  things^^ 
there.wiH  be  mr  stromr  motiire  to  our  citiaens  to 
comint  b{  the  aide ^Napoleon'^  warriors  thitn  at 
msent;  if  they  ehobw  to  expatriate  themselves, 
has  the  Governnent  power  to  prevent  it^ ,  I  be* 
lieve  not.  Coegrees  will  hardly  ikdd  legal  facili- 
ties to  aueh  a  warikre— such  fears  can  have  no 
foondation. 

The  British  Colonies  on  thfs  Continent,  in  a 
irar  between  this  country  and  her,  must  also  be- 
coaia  an  object  of  attack  to  us.  No  gentleman 
bn  expressed  a  doubt  of  our  ability  to  make  a 
conquest  of  them — but  they  presa^  evils  to  arise 
tmt  of  the  conquest.  Our  territory,  say  they, 
already  too  larae,  hv  such  a  measinre  most  be 
greatly  increased,  atid  the  integrality  of  this  Union 
ea4angered,  if  not  destroyed.  If  our  country  shall 
he  irawn  to  the  con()uest  of  those  territories,  the 
ditpotition  of  them  is  not  a  question  to  be  settled 


now ;  ihat  must  foHow  the  acquisition.  But  if  it 
were  to  be' settled  now,  I  do  tiot  think  it  very  em- 
^barfisssing.'  I(  bV  atinexing  them  to  the  Union,  it 
should  be  feared  that  the  Federal  Government 
could  not  embi;aCe  it;  let  them  become  nn  inde- 
pendent and  self-governed  nation,  w.ith  whom  our , 
an>icable  relations  would  be  cemented  by  ties  of 
gratitude  on  their^art ;  it  would  surely  be  better 
than  to  have  them  governed  by  the  slaves  of  an 
jnimical  and  rival  Power,  and  kept  as  a  recepta- 
cle for  spen^lthrifts  and  outlaws.  The  importance 
of  these  colonies  to  Qreat  Britain  has  bc«n  quesr 
tlQne(l ;  but  there  is  nothing  clearer,  than  tbat^hey 
are  becoming  every  dajr  of  more  importance  tQ 
the  mother  country ;  their  consequence  is  increas- 
ing in  the  ratio,  that  that  of  her  sugar  colonies  is 
decreasing.  \  -^  - 

r  cannot  with  sqme  gentlemen  doubt  the  suffi- 
ciency  of  this  Government  to  conduct  a  War. 
Howevi^c  cdn^^enial  a  state  of  peace  may  be  to  a 
Republic^  the  Constimtion  of  the  United  States 
must  bhve .  been  framed  with  a  view  to  war  as 
well  as  peacci  The  member^  of  the  grand  con-* 
veatlon  had  almost  aU,  been  active  c.haracters  in 
the  RevQlutbnarJr  war.  On  the  subject  of  war 
'they  were  oerta^ly  more  than  mere  theorists. 
Honest  apprehensions  have,  too,  beeii  entertained 
in  times  back  of  the  Gh>vernment  being  too  strong ; 
I  think,  however,  that  we  may  look  with  well 
grounded  confidence  for  complete  sufficiency  in  it ; 
without  being  alarmed  at  the  reverse  of  the  pic- 
ture. 'While  the  power  of  declaring  war  Is  vest- 
ed in  Congress;  while  levies  and  supplies  are 
within  its  eohtVol ;  While  a  check  on  the  appbint- 
ingcpowers  is  veiled  in  the  Senate,  and  a  periodi- 
cal termination'  of  the  President'*  office  exists ; 
<lhe  BxecutiTe  arm,  though  sufficiently  untram- 
n^led  for  nec^sary  and  useful  command,  is  effec- 
tually paralyzed  as  ta  the  exercise  of  power  to  af- 
fect or  change  the  free  feature  of  the  Gdvern« 
toient;  unless  indeed  the  representation  should  be- 
come utterly  corrupt,  nn  eveirt  no  one  can  believe 
p08Mble»  1  feelmuch  satinfaetion  at  this  moment 
in  seeing  a  tnan  Mt  the  head  of  the  Gtovernment 
who  had  a  conspicuous  concern  in  fVaming  the 
,  Cohstito'tioii,  and  whose  official  dutien  have  since 
closely  connected  him  with  the  adminbtratien  of 
Gbvernmetft  under  it.  In  the  Message  out  of 
which  the  report 'beibpa  you  has  sprang,  not  (he 
slightest  doubt  is  discoverable  of  the  eflbcieney  of 
our  institutions  to-silstain  us  under  every  exigency 
chat  Hoaay  ^overtakfe  us.  My  own  reflections  ou 
this  subjeet  (and  they  have  neither  been  light  nor 
transitory)  have  neither  serv^  to  alarm,  dr  in- 
timidate. I  repose  in  safety  on  the  saving  max* 
im^  *  never  to  cespair  of  the  Republic." 

Mr.  MoKbb.— Mr.  Speaker,"^  1  rise  to  address 
the  House  at  this  late  hour  of  the  debate,  with 
reluctance ;  but  the  importance  of  the  question 
must^be  my  apology. 

Some  gentlemen,  in  felicitating  themselves  on 
account  of  the  temper  x>f  the  l£>use.  evidenced 
by  the  determination  to  adopt  vigorous  measures 
against  England,  have  expressed  a  regret  that 
measures  ofa  similar  cliaracter  had  not  been  re* 
sorted  to  long  since. 
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Id  this  sentimeDt  I  can  not  agree.  la  reviewing 
last  times,  we  canoot  but  pef<;eiT^  that  St  has 
leen  the  desire  of  the  Government  to  avoid  beings 
involved  in  the  war  with  which  Europe  has  been 
so  long  desol^red^,  and  by  dealing  oui.jusfice  tp 
the  belligerents,  respeetively.  with  an  impartial 
hand,. to  preserve  o<^r  neutralitjry  permitting  our. 
citizens  peacefully  to  pursue  (heir  private  avoca- 
tions, reaping  the  rich  harvest  ^risin^g  f^om  our 
neMtral  commerce. 

This  was  certainly^  wise  policy,  aiid  the  dis- 
tinguished success  with  which  it  was  attended  ie 
a  clear  evidence, of  its  wisdom  and  propriety: 
Why,  then,  should  it  be  condemned  7  Have  any^ 
people  ever  acquired  individual  ^wea^th  lyith  so 
much  rapidity ;  or  have  any  been  more  happy  in 
the  enjoyment  of  domestic  tranquillity,  thap  the 
people  of  the  United  States  ?  Nonel  'iThe  wi»h 
of  the  late  and  the  present  Administratioqsj  waj; 
to  continue  this  state  of  happy  prospetriiy  as  loog 
as  it  was  practicable,  by  iiiaKing  jaots  of  wroq^ 
and  vexation  of  a  minor  sort,  growing  out' of  the 
violence  of  the  times,  the  subject  of  DegiuiatiODr 
rather  than  a  cause  of  waj.^  Ajidf  is  this  cpurse 
of  policy  now  to  be 'oond^mQed„and  tsegcets  ep- 
;ered  up  that  we  have  not  been  at  war  years  ago? 

At  the  openiog  of  the  session  of  Congress,  in 
December,  1809,  after  the  disavQwal  of  Erskioe's 
arrangement,  when  our  relations  with  Englaod 
assumed  a  more  .unfavorable  aspect  thaq  at  the. 
close  of  the  Sununer  session,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  with  a  desire  to  preberre  our 
neutrality,  presented  .to  the  Holise.a  measute  usu- 
ally termed  Macon's  bill,  No.  1 ;  a  measure  which 
it  (s  now  known  was  approved  ,^y  the  Adminis- 
tration, and  had  the  sanetioireven  of  a  higher  ab- 
thorky,  (if  such  there  b€,)  This  measure  was 
calculated  in  its  operation  to  present  iterious  diffi- 
culties to  those  nations  by  whom  *  (he  rights  of 
our  neutral  flag  were  disregarded ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  it  left  open,  to  tne.-eoterpiise  of  our 
citizens,  those  channels  of  trad^  not  included 
within  .the  scope  of  the  orders  and  decrees  of,  the 
belligerents,  as  they  then,  stood ;  a.  commerce  as 
extensive  and  valuable  as  we  e^n  expect  to  enjoy 
in  times  of  geaeral  peace.  It  was,  however,  op- 
posed, and  successfully,  too,  by  w»r  speeches.  It 
fell,  and  by  its  fall  |he  Administration  were  driven 
from  their  ground,  and  the  hopes  of  mliintaining 
much  longer  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States 
also  fell  with^  it.  This  unfortunate  event  wa» 
succeeded  by  the  act  of  ^  May,  1810.  By  this  act, 
the  bftlligerenta  were  invited,  in  a  new  form,  to 
withdraw  their  orders  and  dieerees  ;i;)romising|  on 
our  part,  in  case  either  of  theixi  should  accept  the 
invitation  thus  given  to  both,  to  put  in  force  the 
non-importation  sections  of  the  non-intercourse 
law  against  the  party  pisrsevering  in  their  orders 
or  decrees  for  three  months  after  their  adversary 
had  accepted  the  invitation  thus  given.  The  law 
of  May,  ^810,  was  enacted  with  a  hope  that  the 
terms  thereby  offered  to  the  belligerents,  respect- 
ively, would  induce  the  one  or  the  other  to  ac^ 
cept  them,  and  withdraw  their  orders  or  decrees. 
And  an  expectation  was  also  entertained,  that  if 
one  of  the  parties  could  be  induced  to  relinquish 


their  orders  or  decrees,  the  other  fmtiy  would  fol- 
low the  example ;  and,  if  this  jqst  expectation 
should  bie  met  by  a  perseverance  of  either  of  the 
parlies  in  their  orders. o^  decrees,  softer  their  ad- 
versary had  accepted  the  invitation  thus  given,  it 
would  test  th^  sincerity  of  the  varioiis  and  re- 
peated declaratioas  niade  by  them,  respectively, 
that  tl^eir  .orders  and  decrees,  afiectfin^  our  xom* 
m^rce,  were  reluctantly  issued  ia  their  own  just 
defence. 

-Those  also  who  preferred  war  tf)  the  preservt- 
tiop  of  our  neutrality,  and  by  whom  Maceb'sbiU 
was  rejected,  would  be  'relieved  from  the  embsr* 
riassment  of  going  to  ^ar  with  two  of  the  most 
powerful  nations  in  the  world,  or  of  seiectiog 
which  of  the  two  should  be  made  our  enemy,  at  t 
time  when  we  had  jdst  cauke  of  war  against  both. 
Th«  fixed  and  determined  hostility  6f  one  of  the 
parties  toward  the  UniM  Stages,  would  be.  (as 
It  certainly  now  is),  most  clearly  proved;  and 
thereby  our  inea^res  of  hostility  rendered  the 
more  aecesskiy,  and  more  likely  to.  receive  the 
ubanii^uaapprobation  of  ihe  American  people. 

My  opinion,  therefore,  is.  that  it  was  wise  ta 
preserve  oux  neutrality  as  long  as  possible,  taak- 
lug  an  appeal  to  force  the  ,last  reluctant  resort ; 
and.  inasmt^ch  a^  the  majority  of  Congress,  id 
1809,  resolved  to  change  the.peaceAil  character  of 
this  country,  the  intervening.:period  has  been  em- 
ployed in  ^,  last  .effort  tb  av^^t  the  calamities  of 
war  J  the  result  of  whic^h  hars  reliered  this  Qovp 
ernment  fjcom  any  liabilitv  tonhe  charge  of  pir* 
tiality  to  either  of  the  belligerents,  by  cooipemog 
ojiie  of  them,  by  their  own  act,  to  preseai  them^ 
sflves  as  the  object  of  out  just  hostility. 

Ih  the  present  state  of  ouf  relations  with  Ba- 
rope,  it  seerns  to  me  the  question  which  we  are 
summoned  to  decide,  is^  n^bether  we  shaU  repeal 
the  non-importaiion  law,  or  adhere  to  it  as  a  sys- 
teB;i  of  resistance  <o  the,  Orders  in  Coancii;  « 
whether  we  sh%ll  cais^  the  forCecontenlplated  by 
the  reaploiions  on  your  table,  with  the  intentioa 
of  usjogit  when  raiked/against  Great  Britain? 
If  we  repeal  the  noa-importatioa  law,  in  parsu- 
Vite  of  the  r^uest,  or  rather  theinandateof  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  Miai^ter  and  Plenipotentiary 
to  the  (Jtiited  States,  without  substituting.  War  or 
some  equivaletit  measure  of  resistance  to  the  Ot* 
dersinCquncil,  we shallconseerate  the«ionstrous 
pretensions  ot  the  Bntish  ixotrernraent  to  reguUte 
our  foreign  trade,  and  fashioa  it  into  that  form 
which  best  stilts  hf  c  views  and  <iater»6t.  Sucb  a 
course  would  be  unworthy  and  disgraceful,  aad 
would  entitle  us  to  the  indignant,  contempt  of  all 
the  world,  and  cannot  be  pursued. 

An'adberef^ce  to  the  non-importation  law  as  a 
measure  of  resistance  to  the  Orders  in  CoaDCil, 
appears  to  me  to  be  no  better.  How  long  shall 
we  live  at  this  poor  dying  rate,  belore  this  non- 
importation law  will  effect  the  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council?  Will  it  be  two  years  or  twenty 
years  ?  The  answer  is  id  .th^  bosom  of  futurity. 
But,  in  the  meantime,  our  prosperity  is  gone ;  our 
resotuces  are  wasting ;  and  the  present  sute  of 
thinj^  is  sapping  the  foundations  of  our  political 
institutions  by  the  demorailizatioa  of  the  people. 
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It  caofiot  be-  denied  that  a  bounty  is  offered  ki 
the  people  to  violate  your  law ;  a  bouoty  that  has 
been  accepted  by  many,  and  will  be  accepied.by 
more  ;  and  thus  the  wicked  are  prosperous,  while 
the  good  man  turns  pale.  Their  prosperity  will 
have  an  injurious  and  demoralizing  effect  on 
the  country,  tending  to  lessen  the  ideiU  enormity 
of  the  violations  of  your  laws  by  the  frequency 
and  familiarity  of  soch  acts,  and  the  cony/s- 
qtient  prosperity  attendant  thereon;  morality  and 
p«triotisin,  will^  in  too  ^reat  a  degree;  be  aban- 
doned as  the  badges  of  ppverly;  and  whenever 
the  morality  and  patriotism  of  your  people  is  lost 
io  any  degree,  so  in  proportion  will  your  political 
iostitcitions  be  jeered  insecure..  In  the  mean- 
time the  wishes,  the  views,  and  calculaiion«  of 
yoar  adversary^  founded  on  their  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, are  fnlfiUed^ 

To  me,  therefore,  war  with  all  its  erih  Is  the 
pvrferabl^  course  calcul^ited  to  produce  the  de- 
sired end,  if  attainable  at  all,  with  more  celerity, 
fay  producing  a  stronger  appeal  to  the  interests  of 
the  BriUsh  Government  to  do  us  justice.  It  has 
been  -stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who 
spoke  last,  (Mr.  Nblson,)  that  he  is  willing  to 
comply  ftrith  the  Executive  recommendation,. by: 
voting  the  m^n ;  but  he  seems  unwilling  to  vote 
for  the  eroptoyraent  of  these  men  at  this  time. 

I  am  eompeijed  to  understand  the  Executive 
reeommeadatioo,  not  as  merely  confined  to  the 
raising  the  men^  but  to  extend*  to  the  employment 
o(  the  men  when  raised,  for  offensive  purpose^ 
against  the  British  possessions  in  North  America. 
For  what  other  purpose  could  the  Executive  rec" 
ommend  theTaising  of  men  %  Could  il  be  to-  de^ 
feod  the  country  from  invasiooj  or  to  quell  insur- 
rection 9  Certainly  not ;  for  no  itfVasion  or  insur- 
reetion  is  t  apprehended.  If,  therefore,  tli^  mere 
raising  therbrce^wUl  be  a  compliance  "with  -  th^ 
Bxecutive  recommendation,  as^  the.  geailj^man 
seems  to  believe- it  wiU,  you  must  then  acchse 
the  Rxecutive  of  wishing  to  increase  their  own 
patronage,  hy  creatibg.  a  useless  and  unnecessary 
army  in  time  of  peace,  and  thereby  coniuHnjg 
down  on  thems^vcs  the  united  cunes  of  tikeir 
own  friends.  The  uniform  opinion  of  the  Bxec^ 
utive  ia  the  Legislature,  as  well  as  in  the  Cabi- 
net, is  a  perieat  le'faution  of  this  idea.;  yet  you 
mast  attach  this  erroneous  inconsistency  to  the 
Sxecotive,  or  admit  that  his  cecot^metidation  io 
raise  the  force,  was  made  with  the  intentioa  of 
usin^  the  force  as  soon  as  raised,  in  offensive  ws^r ; 
and  It  is  with  this  view  alone  that  we  cav  be  jus- 
tified in  voting  for  the  fesolutions  on  your  table. 
Indcwd,  sir,  my  opinion  was,  and  still  is,  as  I  ex- 
pressed it  in  the  Conimittee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  this  sobjeet,  to  wit:  that  the  better  mode  of 
proceeding  would  be,  first  •  to  lay  an  embargo  on 
all  the  ships  and  vessels  of  the  united  States  for 
a  limited  time,  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  as  well 
as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  tne  commencement 
of  hostilities,  and  as  an  exposition  of  our  inten- 
tions to  this  nation  as  well  as  to  others. 

As  my  remarks  in  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Hoesehave  been  liable  to  some  misapprehension, 
1  now  beg  leave  to  explain  them  to  the  House. 


When  the  first  five  resolutions  on  your  table 
shall  have  passed  this  House,  and  arrive  in  Eng- 
land, accompanied  with  the  commentary  on  them, 
Svenby.th^  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
ngland  cannot  jnisuoderstand  their  meaning. 
If,  then,  Englaad  determines  to  conciliate  this 
country  by  withdrawing  the  Orders  in  Council, 
the  matter  will,  end  very  well ;  but  if  she  deter- 
thines  to  permit  us  to  proceed  to  hostility  with 
her,  is  it  not  probable  she  will  strike  the  first 
blow  by  sweeping  from  the  ocean  every  inch  of 
AmericjBtn  canvass?  What  security  have  you 
that  fingladd  will  not  adopt  such  a  course  ?  Do 
you  expect  she  will  be  deterred  from  it  by  the 
principles  of  morality  o^  her  ancient  usage  ?  Sir, 
British  history  will  furnish  you  with  cases  in 
point.  At  the.  commencement  of  the  war  of 
1756,  long  before- any  declaration  of  war  had 
taken  place  between  France  and  England,  secret 
orders  w*ere  given  by  th^  English  Admiralty  to 
sweep  the  ocean  of  French  commerce,  which  was 
executed  accordingly,  and  American  commerce 
may  share  a  similar  fate. 

My  apprehensions  on  this  subject  are  strength- 
ened by  a  recurrence  to  the  origin  of  our  differ- 
ences with  England.  Out  of  what  did  they  arise  ? 
Principelly  from  the  great  prosperity  of  American 
commerce.  Before  the  year  1807  the  English 
traders  were  me|  in  almost  every  port  and  harbor 
of  the  world  by  the  Americans;  and  the  Ameri- 
ci^ns  had  the  faculty  of  out-trading  the  English 
merchants  ;  this  excited  the  jealousy  of  the  Eng- 
lish, to  whom  it  seemed  strange,  that  American 
commerce  and  Honna«^ unprotected  as  it  was  by 
naval,  force,  should  be  ^^econd  only  to  England, 
and  arriving  fast  to  an  equality,  both  in  amount 
4h4^  value,  with  them,  who  were  protected  by  one 
thousand  ships  of  war.  The  object  of  the  Gov- 
ernn^nt  of  England,  seems  to  me,  was  to  give  a 
pre^renee  to  her  own  commerce  by  crippling 
th^t  of  others ;  and  if  such -were  and  now  are  her 
view3,  by  proceeding  as  we  do,  we  furnish  the 
fairest  opportunity  to  England  to  give  your  com- 
merce a  blow  th|it  it  will  not  recover  frbm  in  half 
a  century.  By  restraining  your  merchants  within 
vour  ports  and  Mrbors,  and  enabling  t^em  to 
bribg.  home  their  property  from  abroad,  you  would 
not  only  increase  (he  means  of  carrying  on  the 
war,  but,  in  the  meantime^  preparations  would  be 
made  for  carry ilig  it  en  with  more  effect  at  the 
outse.t.  It  i»  not  to  be  concealed  that,  before  the 
commencehient  of  hostilities,  you  most  resort  to 
an  embargo ;  no.  commercial  nation  can,  withoirt 
the  mx>st  obvious  absurdity,  go  to  war  with  a  na- 
val Pow^r  without  first  laying  an  embargo  for 
three  or  four  months.  And  when,  I  ask,  will  you 
proceed  to  lay  your  embargo  ?  Certainly  it  ought 
to  be  very  shortly,  if  you  expect  the  campaign  to 
open  next  Spring,  ^uch  a  course  would  have  a 
happy  effect  on  your  recruiting  service ;  no  n^an, 
then,  could  either  mistake  or  mistrust  your  views, 
and  the  best  population  in  your  country,  perceiv- 
ing; that  the  nation  was  about  to  engage  in  a  war, 
where  laurels  might  be  won,  would  flock  to  your 
standard.' 

But,  sir,  as  matters  now  stand,  your  first  five 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


511 


HISTOET  OF  CONGEESR 


512 


H.orR. 


Foreign  Relations^ 


Dkcbmb^r,  1811. 


re$olutioDs,  looking  to  War.  and  the  sixth  resolu- 
tion, calculated  on^y  for  a  state  of  peace,  the  yeo- 
manry of  the  country  will  reoollecc  the  fate  of 
the  army  of  six  thotisand^  and ,  will  reluctantly 
engage  in  your  service^  lest  they,-too,  should  be 
employed  in  an  ignoble  warfare  against. the  fens 
of  the  Mississippi  and  the  hosts  of  rtiosquitoes 
and  gallinipt)ers  with  which  th^,are  ipfe^ed.  j 

This,  sir,  is  my  view^f  th'e  s^ject ;  but,  as  we 
all  appear  to  be  traveltrng  to  one  cesali^and  only, 
differ  about  the  route  which  Would  be  ntobt  ad- 
visable, and  gentlemen  whose  superior  wiad#fii, 
ulents,  and  experience,  I  am  boond  to  rej^enite, 
differ  with  me  as  to  the  mode  of  proceedia^,  aiKi 
hare  determined  not  to  go  with  me,  t  wtH^go 
with  them;  at  the  same  time,  if  any  accident 
should  happen,  I  shall  have  'nothing  t6  answer 
for-^my  constituents  have  iK>  ships^ 

Mr.  Stanford  said,  as  th«  resolution  before  the' 
House  contemplaicfd  an  additioaal  army,  -tkhd 
from  the  avowal  of  its  friends,  iovblved  In  it  the' 
question  of  peace  or  war,  iie.felt  th^  d^mii  to 
assign  the  reasons  of  his  Vote  upon  so  impeftaAt 
a  subject.  He  was  the  more  dispfosed  to  Bo  so  fts 
he  should  probably  find  himself  in  a  very  small 
minority  upon  the  question.  He  was  not  flatter- 
ed, he  said,  with  using  arguments  whlch^  weuld 
convince  others;  but  for  himself  he  felt. their 
force  strouff  enough  to  '^i  his  mind  against  the 
measure.  If  he  were  to  vote,  he  said;  for  the 
proposed  army,  he  should, vote  inconsistently 
with  all  his  former  opinions  and  (^rinciple^-Upon 
the  subject,  and  he  never  could  thin  It  or  acting  a 
part  inconsistent  with  himself,  and  that  mote 
especially  when  all  his  experieaee  had  ^oat  to 
confirm  his  first  impressions,  his  honest  preju- 
dices against  standing  armies.  Such  estptblish^ 
meats  had  always  proved  the  bane'^f  free  Q6v-^ 
ernmeots,  and  he  could  nbt  see*  how  we  were  %o 
get  along  with  them,  and  remain,  as  he  believed 
we  were,  the  freest  and  happiest  p6opte  d'p^n 
earth. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  war  is  to  be  dedared  in 
certain  events,  and  that  the  army  f>rbp6sed  is  to 


pass  out  of  the  limits  of  4he  Uoited  States  and 
wage  a  w^kr  of  the  fbreign  offensive  kind  I  If 
such  was  the  contemplated  use  of  this  army 
when  raised,  be  wks  stilt  the  more  opposed  to  (he 
measure.  He  was  against  the  war  itself,  and  the 
policy  of  it,  and  -could  by  no  means  yield^bis 
vote  to  bring  it  about.  .  Thar  there  was  siifficient 
cause  of  war,  he  was  ready  to  aekaowledf  e,  and 
he  was  not  disposed  in  any  the  least,  degree,  lo 
palliate  the  offences  of  Chreat  Britain,  or  that  of 
any  of  the  other  belligereipts^  committed  on  the 
persons  and  property  of  oik  citizens.  All  of  them 
had  deserved  war  at  our  hands,  but  we  had  at  no 
time  since  the  commencement  of  oUr  present 
Government  seen  it  our  interest  or  policy  to  give 
into  it,  in  the  open  and  declared  form,  nor  that  of 
any  other  form,  except  that  of  a  quasi  character 
which  happened  under  Mr.  Adams's  administra- 
tion. The  question  never  had  been  whether  we 
had  or  had  not  cause  of  war,  but  whether  the  true 
interest  of  the  Uoited  States  did  not,  under  ail  cir- 


cumstances, call  aloud  upon  us  to  cherish  peace, 
and  to  avoid  war  and  its  evils  as  the  last  ofthe 
alteroa^tves  before  us;  and  this,  said  Mf,  S.,  he 
would  be  able  to  show  was.  the  Kepublidin  doc- 
tvine,  as  well  in  the  old  minority  times  as  sioee 
that  minority gren^  \A%o  a  majority.^ 

The  gt^ntlemah  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  GatiNDT) 
bad%made  a  direct  appeal  to  the  Republican 
pi^rty,  and  endeavoved  to  rallv  and  unite  them  ia 
this,  to  them  at  least,  new^  doctrine  of  war.  If 
the  appeal  of  the*  gentleman^  had  anyreferenetts 
htm,  he  would  beg  leave  to  deny  some  of  his 
positions.  He  ^ad  himself  hfiA  some  small  share 
ta  act  in  the  political  sce6es  of  ^96-9,  and  he  was 
gfad  to  find  from  the  gentleman's  deolaratioa 
that  he  had  joined  in  the  ^'clamot"  of  the  day, 
to  pull  dowa.  the  then  Federal  Adflftinlstrattoa 
for  the'  unjustifiable  war  which  they  hUd  gone 
into  WitiL  France.  Mr.  S,  said  he  knew  he  bad 
joined  in  it  mdst  heartKy.  He  believed  he  th<ea 
acted  right  in  all  he  did  to  supersede  that  Ad- 
min istcatioii,  and  h'e  still  believed -he  itas  right* 
The  best  ihteretts  of  the  cduatcy  forbade  the  var, 
and  so  the  people  determined,  when  nltiinately 
they  came  to  decide  the  question.  That  party 
thu$  ousted  by  the  public  vdice,  the  preyeat  Re- 
piibKoan  majority  was  l>rought  in  upgn  their  own 
proleasions  of  better  principles,  the  love  of  peace 
and  economy.  But  now, Ibr^^ttingour  eld |>n>- 
fessions  under  a  French  crisis,-  we  iiad  raised  toe 
cry  of  war  und^r  a  Briiisb  one,  ai^  nothing  shert 
of  it  was  to  save  our  honor.  Mr.  S.  deelared  if 
there  wfts  any  difference  in  the  causes  of  war  then 
and  now,,  he  thought  it  tamed  most  decidedly  in 
favor  of  th^  former  period,  since;  t btr more  ioM* 
erable  outrage  in  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake  had 
boen  at  length  atoned  fori  Wlist  Were  tl^e  kcto% 
Fre»clijlecree^  existed  at  that  time  against  your 
ri^tful  commeroer-^he  spoke  o^  the  angles  or 
decreea  pf  the  French  dir^ctory-^these  had  the 
sam«  practical  effect  on  our  maritime  neaml 
righto  that  the  'British  ordera  ^lalFe  now»  Freaeh 
cruisera  waylaid  the  mgatbe  of  yow  ba^boi^ 
and  captured  yOiir  veiaele}  and  the  firat  stceetf- 
invade  and  take  the  Canadas.    Wcf  ace  then  to  Lfal  atet  of  the  United  States  afiter  'the  quasi-war 


cominenced,  was,  tke  taking  of  one  of  ^hese  cruii* 
era  in  the  month  of  one  of  otic  hathocc;  Ht 
begged  leave  to  read  the  decree  itself-^nd  theie 
^ere  others  paaaed  abOntthe  same  time  not  leas 
obnoximis. 

••  Jttiuaty  \$,  1798,  Art  1^— Theeharacter  of  vesssb 
in  i^ai.  concems^  their  4^kHty,  as  neutral  or  enemy} 
«haU  be.  decided  by  thf^ir  carfo;  in  coiUDqaeaee,  eierf 
vcMel  found  at  sea,  la^co,  in  whole  or;  in  pi^  wiia 
mttrchanttse  comingftom  England  or  her  poasassiiwui 
shall  be  dedarad  goed  priae,  wfaeever  may  be  the  pro- 
prietor of  their  .pvedactions  or  metchandiae*'' 

To.  the  spoliations  committed  under  "decrees  of 
this  kind;  which  they.haFC  always  refnaed  to 
retribute  and  make  good,  they  added  afurther  in- 
dignity to  the  nation  in  the  persons  of  its  finvoy^ 
They  refused  to  receive  them  in  their  character  as 
such,  but  cland^estinely  met  their  subordinate 
agents  to  intrigue  and  tamper  with  them  for 
bribes,. and  for  a  considerable  time  withheld  the  ne- 
cessary passports  for  their  return  home.    Wroo|^ 
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and  iadignitiek  like  these,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  Re- 
pablican  minority  of  '98-^  did  not  consider  of 
magnitude  enough  for  the  United  States  to  forego 
the  great  intereits  of  peace,  and  give  into  the 
war,  which  was  then  made  to  redress  them. 
How  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Grun- 
dy) could  avow  himself  the  advocate  of  peace 
doctrines  then,  and  those  of  war  now,  would  be 
for  himself  to  reconcile.  He  felt  that  those  in 
terests  were  as  omnipotent  now  as  they  were 
then. 

But,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Cauioun)  tells  us  it  is  a  principle 
of  honor  in  a  nation,  as  in  an  individual,  to  resist 
a  first  insult*  If  such  doctrine  is  to  be  admitted, 
when  should  we  have  had  a  moment's  peace? 
From  one  or  the  other  belligerents  of  Europe, 
since  their  late  wars  commenced,  we  have  never 
been  without  just  complaints  against  them  for 
some  violation  of -our  neutral  rights,  and  of  course 
must  have  taken  an  early  share  in  their  wars. 
The  truth  is,  we  cannot  liken,  nor  will  the  simili- 
tude hold  eood  between  an  individual's  honor, 
or  his  sensibility  to  it,  and  that  of  a  nation V  A 
single  impressment  or  capture  may  be  well  ad- 
mitted to  form  a  ground  of  reprisal  and  war;  but 
we  should  have  been  a  ruined  country  long  ere 
DOW,  if,  under  the  existing  circumstances  of  the 
world,  and  belligerent  Europe,  we  had  yielded  to 
this  quickness  of  sensibility,  and  had  gone  to  war 
for  a  ^Tst  and  single  instance  of  aggression  from 
either  o(  the  belligerents.  The  same  gentleman 
argues  that  everything  now  calls  upon  us  to 
make  a  stand ;  that  there  was  no  danger  to  our 
iiberties  in  a  standing  army  of  twenty  or  thirty 
thousand  men,  and  that  all  admitted  there  was 
jostifimble  cause  of  war,  and  he  believed  it  had 
now  become  necessary.  This  was  declaiming, 
Mr.  S.  said,  very  handsomely  upon  the  subject  of 
war,  he  would  agree;  and  he  very  well  recollect- 
ed we  bad  heard  the  same  doctrines  precisely, 
and  be  thought  he  might  be  permitted  to  say,  a 
strain  of  declamation,  at  least  equally  handsome 
upon  the  same  subiect,  and  from  the  same  State, 
in  179&-9.^  Mr.  S.  contended  as  the  then  doc- 
trioes  of  war,  («nd  it  must  be  admitted  the  cac^ses 
of  it  were  so  alike  in  their  character,)  it  was  fair 
to  expect  that  in  due  time  public  opinion  would 
come  to  be  the  same  in  both  oases. 

But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  could  not  perceive  how 
the  present,  of  all  others,  had  become  the  necessa- 
ry and  accepted  time  for  war  with  Great  Britain. 
The  atuck  on  the  Chesapeake  frigate  had  been 
lately  atoned  for,  to  the  satisfaction  of  our  Gov- 
ernment ;  and,  he  trusted,  had  not  been  so  done 
as  to  aggravate  the  crisis  of  affairs  between  the 
two  coantries.  If  calculated  to  do  so,  our  Gov- 
ernment could  not  have  received  it.  The  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen  was  a  just  complaint 
a^inat  the  British  Government;  but  it  commen- 
ced undci  the  Administration  of  General  Wash- 
ihgtoii,  a.id  no  one  would  say  he  was  less  sensi- 
ble to  national  honor  and  independence  than  our- 

*  Thb  mllanon  is  supposed  to  be  to  Mr.  Harpsb, 
ttftcn  from  South  Carcdina. 
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selves.  Under  all  the  circumstancesof  that  cause 
of  complaint,  he  did  not  think  it  a  cause  sufficient 
for  him  to  depart  from  the  neutral  ground  he  had 
assumed;  nor  was  the  annoyance  of  our  com- 
merce less  vexatious  in  his  time  than  since.  In 
like  manner,  under  Mr.  Adams's  Administration, 
the  same  complaints  existed,  though  in  that  of 
the  latter,  not,  perhaps,  to  the  same  degree  ;  and, 
under  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Adminis- 
tration, the  same  state  of  things  continued,  cer- 
tainly with  an  increased  degree  of  violence,  to 
which  was  also  added  the  more  aggravating  in- 
sult upon  the  Chesapeake.  Mr.  Jefferson  had 
never  been  suspected  of  partiality  for  Great  Brit- 
ein.  and  then,  indeed,  the  accepted  time  had  come 
for  a  war  with  that  Government;  all  parties  were 
united,  and  pledged  themselves  to  support  him  in 
the  war.  The  pulse  of  the  nation  beat  high  for 
it.  But  he  felt,  because  he  knew,  that  peace  was 
the  best  interest  of  his  country,  and  forbore  to  call 
Congress  together.  He  had  always  admired  the 
man  ;  but,  upon  that  occasion,  he  felt  more  than 
a  sentiment  of  admiration  toward  him.  When, 
at  length,  wrongs  bad  thusaccumulated,  and  called 
fur  some  system  of  counteraction  and  resistance, 
till  negotiation  could  be  farther  tried,  the  embargo 
was  resorted  to  in  preference  to  war;  and,  when 
that  was  done  away,  a  system  of  non-intercourse 
was  substituted^  and  lo  that  again  succeeded  the 
present  alternative  law  of  the  same  kind ;  the  non- 
importation system  which  has  grown  out  of  this 
with  Great  Britain  has  not  been  tried  one  whole 
year  yet.  If  gentlemen  will  have  it  that  this  is 
the  accepted  time  for  war,  how  has  it  happened 
that  we  have  not  had  it  before.  Our  Councils 
may  be  presumed  to  have  been  as  sensible  to  ag- 
gression, and  as  patriotic  to  redress  it,  as  we  now 
are. 

He  would  beg  leave  to  turn  to  a  vote  of  this 
House  at  the  last  session  of  the  tenth  Congress, 
when  Mr.  Jefferson  was  still  President.  The  em- 
bargo was  about  to  be  repealed,  and  such  gentle- 
men as  felt  themselves  disappointed  in  its  effects, 
were  disposed  to  substitute  a  more  energetic  sys- 
tem than  that  of  non-intercourse,  and  proposed 
the  following  amendment  to  the  bill  "and  to 
*  cause  (meaning  the  President)  to  be  issued  under 
'  suitable  pledges^  and  precautions,  letters  of 
^  marque  and  reprisal  against  the  nation  thereaf- . 
'  ter  continuing  in  force  its  unlawful  edicts  against 
^  the  commerce  of  the  United  States."  This  was 
considered,  as  indeed  it  was.  a  question  of  war, 
and  the  vote  stands  only  36  to  74.  The  affair 
of  the  Chesapeake  then  hung  over  us,  and  all  the 
circumstances  under  which  we  found  ourselves 
called  more  imperiously  for  redress  than  they 
ever  had  done  before  or  since,  and  still  a  different 
view  of  what  was  the  true  interest  of  the  coun- 
try prevailed.  Again,  he  would  turn  to  the 
second  session  of  the  eleventh  Congress,  under 
the  present  Administration,  and  still  we  should 
find  that  a  large  majority  in  this  House  were  de- 
termined not  to  abandon  the  peace  of  the  nation. 
They  were  disposed  to  countervail  the  belligerent 
edicts,  by  commercial  restrictions,  and  to  adopt 
anything  in  that  way,  short  of  war ;  bat  nothing 


Digitized  by 


Google 


515 


BISTORT  OP  CONeRBSS, 


516 


H.  OP  R. 


Foreign  RekUiana. 


Decbiubr,1811. 


which  should  endanger  the  peace  of  the  country. 
A>  bill,  howeyer,  was  introduced  '^  authorizing  the 
*  President  of  the  United  States  to  employ  the 
^  public  armed  vessels,  and  permitting  the  mer- 
'  chant  vessels  to  arm  for  the  defence  of  Ameri- 
'  can  commerce."  The  fate  of  this  measure  was 
similar  to  that  of  the  preceding  Congress,  and 
appears  to  have  been  negatived  by  a  vote  of  67 
to  47.  This,  too,  was  at  a  time  when  we  were 
about  to  repeal  the  non-intercourse  law,  which 
was  done,  and  the  non-importation  system  substi- 
tuted )  no  warlike  substitute  could  be  carried  at 
any  of  these  periods :  and,  so  far,  it  has  not  ap- 
peared to  have  been  the  accepted  time  (br  war, 
and  he  trusted  that  time  had  not  yet  come. 

If,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  proposed  war  was  to  be  of 
the  defensive  kind,  a  war  which  had  become  oe*- 
cessarv  to  defend  ourselves  at  home,  there  would 
b6  no  hesitation  about  the  cost  or  difficulties  to 
be  encountered,  but  it  is  avowed  to  be  for  con- 
quest. We  are  to  take  the  Canadas  to  insure  re- 
spect to  our  maritime  rights.  That  we  should  be 
able  to  take  them,  be  would  not  pretend  to  doubt; 
but  it  would  probably  be  at  the  expense  of  much 
blood  and  treasure,  and  still,  perhaps,  without 
ooming  any  nearer  to  the  object  of  it,  that  of 
securing  respect  to  those  rights.  To  a  nation, 
voong,  growing,  and  prosperous,  as  we  were,  the 
burdens  and  expenses  of  a  foreign  war  was  no 
small  consideration  with  him.  In  1708,  1799,  it 
was  fashionable  to  count  the  cost,  and  look  at  the 
taxes  to  follow :  that  doctrine  now,  however,  was 
forgotten ;  but  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  read, 
before  he  sat  down,  a  passage  or  two  from  a  pam- 
phlet of  Mr.  Nicholas's,  of  Virginia,  who  is  now 
DO  more^  but  who  was  at  that  time  considered  or- 
thodox m  all  the  Republican  doctrines  of  the  day. 

"In  a  war  like  the  present,  (says  Mr.  Nicholas,) 
which  we  have  not  made  an  offensive  one,  everything 
of  this  kind  (speaking  of  the  taxes)  ought  to  be  taken 
into  consideration,  although  it  would  be  improper  to 
do  so  if  our  country  was  really  attacked  by  a  foreign 
Power ;  because  we  ought  then  to  hazard  everything 
rather  than  become  subjects  to  any  foreign  Power." 

Again: 

"  If  the  lasting  preservation  of  the  honor,  liberty, 
and  independence  of  America  is  our  real  object,  we 
should  certainly  avoid  war  during  the  infant  state  of 
our  country.  Such  premature  e&rts  bring  on  a  state 
of  imbecility  in  the  political  as  well  as  in  the  human 
body,  and  prevent  either  from  attaining  that  degree  of 
strength  which  they  would  otherwise  certainly  arrive 
at  Twenty  years  more  of  peace,  would  leave  Amer^ 
ica  fully  competent  to  defend  all  her  just  rights  against 
any  nation.  Five  years  war  at  this  time,  would,  prob- 
ably, put  it  out  of  her  power  to  do  it  with  effect  for 
one  hundred  years  to  come." 

Mr.  S.  further  added,  fhat  as  the  United  States 
was  the  only  portion  of  the  civilized  world  which 
enjoyed  aov  snare  of  the  blessings  of  peace,  he 
had  trusted  the  present  state  of  Europe  would 
form  an  argument  better  than  any  he  could  use, 
and  a  lesson  complete  against  our  having  any- 
thing to  do  with  their  unhappy  conflicts  and  wars. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  S..  opposed  as  he 
was  to  the  idea  of  the  United  States  becoming 


one  of  the  belligerent  nations — to  tie  linking  our 
destinies  with  those  of  the  European  Powers;  to 
the  taking  any  share  in  their  present  conflicts,  if 
his  country  once  determined  upon  it^  he  would 
not  then  hesitate  to  vote  any  force,  or  other  means 
to  bring  it  to  as  speedy  and  as  happy  an  issue  is 
possible ;  until  then  he  should  preserve  his  own 
consistency;  and  contribute  in  no  way  to  bring 
about  that  state  of  things  wbich,  he  believed, 
would  prove  moat  ruinous  to  hb  country. 

Mr.  Kino. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  not  have 
troubled  this  Honse,.with  liny  remarks  of  mine, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  observations' which  have 
just  fallen  from  my  colleague  from  North  Caro- 
lina. I  shall  not  attempt,  sir.  to  follow  that  gen- 
tleman, in  the  history  which  lie  has  given  of  the 
progress^  of  party  in  this  country,  but  shall  coo- 
tent  myself  with  atatiu^:,  that,  in  our  sentimeots, 
we  entirely  di&r ;  his  is  the  doctrine  of  submis- 
sion; yes,  sir,  the  most  abject  submission ;  mine, 
I  trust,  is  not.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution  now 
on  your  table.  I  am  aware,  sir,'jof  the  many  im- 
portant considerations  which  will  naturallv  sog- 
gest  themselves  to  the  mind  of  every  real  friend 
of  his  country,  when  he  views  the  conacquencei 
which  may  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  mea- 
sure now  contemplated.  When,  sir,  the  habits  of 
a  nation,  ingrafted,  as  it  were,  in  its  rervnatore, 
are  about  to  be  departed  from ;  when  the  detu- 
nies  of  the  country  are  about  to  ha  launched  on 
an  untried  ocean,  and  when  the  doubt  is  about  to 
be  solved,  whether  our  Republican  Governnient 
is  alike  calculated  to  support  us  through  the  trials 
and  difficulties  of  war,  and  guide  us  in  safety 
down  the  gentle  current  of  peace,  1  am  «^^^'*» 
sir,  that  we  should  pause  and  ponder  well  the  »ab- 
ject;  that  we  should  divest  oursehres  of  those 
warm  feelings  which  most  generally  take  posses- 
sion of  our  minds  on  viewing  the  unjust  prostra- 
tion of  the  rights  of  our  country.  Sir,  that  in- 
terest which  1  feel,  in  common  with  others,  on 
the  decision  of  a  question  of  such  majgnitudsand 
importance,  will,  I  trust,  induce  this  House  to  bear 
with  me  a  moment,  while,  in  a  few  words,  1  «* 
plain  the  motives  by  whicii  I  am  actuated  io  gi^ 
mg.my  decided  approbation  to  the  resolution  now 
under  consideration.  If,  air,  I  were  merely  to 
turn  my  attention  to  the  local  situation  of  that 
portion  of  the  country,  which  1  have  the  honor 
particularly  to  represent;  its  extensive  and  ex- 
posed seacoasts,  combined  with  its  present  com- 
mercial advantages;  I  should,  without  hesiUtioQ, 
give  my  vote  to  the  proposed  measure.  But,  sir, 
as  in  my  individual  capacity,  I  feel  at  all  times 
willing  to  make  not  only  pecuniary  sacrifices,  bat 
to  expose  my  person  in  vindicatingthe  rights  ana 
interests  of  my  coutitry,  in  my  Represenuure 
capacity,!  will  undertake  to  say,  thatmycoosut* 
uents  will  do  no  less.  Sir,  the  demon'Avarice} 
which  benumbs  every  warm  emotion  of  the  sooi, 
has  not  yet  gained  the  ascendency  in  the  ^^^^^ 
the  love  of  country  animates  every  breast,  aw 
burns  with  inextinguishable  ardor.  Sir,  they  fe^ 
in  common,  I  trust,  with  a  great  majority  of  ererf 
portion  of  this  Union,  the  degradation  of  oar 
countryi  in  submitting  for  a  momc at  longer  tothi 
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disiioBorable  i^rms  proposed  directly  op  iDdireet- 
ly  by  the  British  GoverDmeDt,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
hold  it  to  be  correct,  tint,  in  discussiitg  a  subject 
of  such  importance,,  a  vieve  of  the  variotis  mat- 
ters necessarily  connected  with  it,  will  not  be 
considered  irrelevant ;  but,  sir,  I  will  not  weary 
the  patience  of  this  House  with  a  detail  of  inju- 
ries, unparalleled  in  the  history  of  former  times, 
waotonly  inflicted  on  A  nation  which  manifested 
to  the  whole  world  her  sincere  desire  to  support 
the  neutral  stand  which  had  been  taken  at  the 
earliest  period  of  her  Government,  and  most  te- 
nacioaily  adhered  to.  We  have  carefully  avoid- 
ed, Mr.  Speaker,  any  participation  in  that  system 
of  politics  which  has  convulsed  and  distracted 
the  European  world.  We  have  restricted  our- 
selves ia  the  full  enjoyment  of  our  rights,  lest  by 
strictly  enforcing  them,  we  might  produce  a  col- 
lision with  any  nation,  however  liule  her  conduct 
might  be  gaided  by  the  principles  of  equity.  Sir, 
we  have  borne  with  injury,  until,  in  the  language 
of  your  committee,  forbearance  has  ceased  to  be 
a  rirtafc  We  have  remonstrated,  we  have  ap- 
pealed to  the  justice,  to  the  interest,  of  th6  two 
great  eontending  Powers  of  Europe ;  every  effort 
proved  abortive;  our  calls  for  justioe  were  drown- 
ed in  the  cjeclaratioa  that  their  measures  were 
merely  retaliatory,  and  not  intended  to  interfere 
with  aeatral  rights ;  thus,  sir,  the  matter'  rested, 
when  specific  propositions  were  submitted  to 
each.  Yes,  sir,  by  an  act  Wbich  has  placed  the  im- 
partiality of  our  country  beyond  the  reach  of  sus- 
pieioQ,  we  demanded  of  each  the  revocation  of 
her  obnoxious  edicts,  as  the  only  means  of  .t)re- 
texme  our  friei^dship.  We  all  know  what  has 
been  the  consequence :  France  has  met  our  ad- 
▼tnees.  has  embraced  our  propositions.  Great 
Britain  not  only  refuses  a  repeal  on  her  part,  but, 
while  she  affects  to  lament  the  effects  produced 
OB  nentral  rights,  takes  the  most  effectual  meth- 
ods to  render  them  perpetual.  Sir,  blindness  and 
iffDorance  itself  can  no  longer  he  deceived  by 
British  policy. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that'  this  will  be  a  war 
for  the  snpport  of  the  carrying  trade;  let  me  here 
remaHt,  and  I  wish  to  be  distinctly  understood,  as 
avowing  my  determination  n^ver  to  give  a  vote, 
80  long  as  I  hare  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor, 
which  will  involve  this  country  in  a  war,  for  the 
recovery  or  support  of  this  extrameous  species  of 
commerce.  I  believe  I  shall  not  be  incorrect 
when  I  assert,  that  nine-tenths  of  this  country 
never  did  and  never  will  derive  the  smallest  ben- 
efit from  it.  But,  sir,  the  right  to  carry  in  our 
own  ships  the  produce  of  our  oWn  country  to  any 
9Urter,  not  thereby  violating  the  laws  of  nations, 
pr  contravening  legitimate  municipal  regulations, 
i»one  which  I  never  will  yield;  for,  sir, in  doing 
^t  We  paralyze  the  industry  of  our  citizens ;  we 
^ve  a  ratal  blow  to  the  best  interests  of  our  coun- 
^p'  Yes,  sir,  we  yield  the  principle,  we  invite  to 
farther  encroachments.  Our  country,  sir,  is  agri- 
coUaral,  but  so  intimately  blended  with  com- 
B^^c^  that  the  one  cannot  long  exist  unaided  bv 
uie  other.  Sir,  I  will  not  yield  an  inch  of  ground 
when,  by  80  doing,  I  destroy  an  essential  right  of 


my  country— or  sap  the  foundation  of  that  inde- 
pendence cemented  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers. 
We  were  told  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Randolph,)  a  few  days  since,  that  we  nave  suffi- 
cient cause  for  war.    I  ask  you,  then,  sir,  why  do 
we  hesitate  ?    Shall  we  always  yield  ?   Shall  we 
always  shrink  from  the  contest  ?    The  adoptioa 
of  this  resolution  is  the  touchstone — by  it  we  rise 
or  fall.    We  have  been  asked,  Mr.  Speaker,  why 
not  lay  upon  your  table  a  proposition  to  go  to  war? 
It  is  there,  sir ;  it  is  contained  in  this  resolution  ; 
the  moment  we  give  it  our  sanction  we  declare 
our  fixed  resolve  to  render  effective  the  force  con- 
templated to  be  raised.    Yes,  sir,  unless  Great 
Britain  manifests  a  disposition  speedily  to  do  us 
justice— by  her  acts,  sir,  not  bv  her  words.    The 
genllemaa  from  Virginia  calls  upon  the  Repre* 
sentatives  of  the  seacoasts,  of  the  slavebolding 
States,  and  asks  if  they  are  willing  to  say  to  Eng- 
land "  we  intend  to  go  to  war  with  you."    Does 
the  gentleman  mean  to  excite  our  tears  for  the 
loss  of  our  property  ?    As  one  of  the  many  on 
this  floor  who  stand  in  the  situation  mentioned  by 
that  gentleman,  I  step  forth  to  declare  for  myself 
and  my  constituents,  that,  when  loss  of  national 
honor  is  placed  in  tbe  scale,  and  attempted  to  be 
balanced  by  pecuniary  interest,  we  will,  without 
hesitation,  kick  the  b^m.    But,  sir,  we  are  now 
contending  for  the  restoration  of  our  rights,  the 
deprivation  of  which  strikes  at  the  very  founda- 
tions of  our  prosperity.    Sir,  to  us,  it  matters 
little  whether  our  cities  tumble  into  ruin  by  deser- 
tion for  want  of  employment,  by  poverty  produc* 
ed  by  British  wrongs  and  aggression,  or,  hi  vindi- 
cating thd  cause  of  our  country,  fall  by  a  quicker 
process^    Sir,  I  have  no  fear  of  invasion,  and, 
therefore,  have  no  fears  arising  from  the  black 
population,  which  strikes  with  so  much  horror  on 
the  sensitive  mind  of  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia.   For  my  country,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  lament  its 
existence ;  I  vie#  it  as  the  bane,  the  curse  of  the 
land,  and  most  sincerely,  sir,  do  I  wish  that  a  sec- 
ond Moses  could  take  them  by  the  hand,  and  lead 
them  in  safety  to  a  distant  land,  where  tneir  cries 
would  never  more  strike  on  the  ear  of  sympathy. 
For  one.  sir,  I  promise,  I  would  not  expose  my- 
self to  tne  waves  of  the  sea.    We  are  told,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  we  stand  pledged  to  France,  that 
we  must  become  a  party  with  her  in  this  war. 
Sir.  I  call  upon  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to 
make  the  assertion  good,  to  fix  the  imputation 
upon  the  Executive  or  upon  this  House.  Sir.  my 
pledge  is  to  my  country,  to  this  very  land ;  nere, 
and  here  alone,  the  warm  affections  of  my  heart 
find  a  point  around  which  to  rally.    To  all  oth^r 
Governments,  I  am  perfectly  indifferent — I  am  no 
Frenchman,  I  am  no  Englishman. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  this  will  be  a  war 
of  aggrandizement,  a  war  of  conquest.  I  am  as 
little  disposed  to  extend  the  territory  as  any  other 
individual  of  this  House.  I  know  that  dissimilar 
interests  must  and  will  prevail  from  a  too  great 
extension  of  our  dominion.  But,  sir.  we  will  not 
here  enter  into  a  discussion,  whether  an  accession 
of  country  would  or  would  not  conduce  to  the 
interests  of  the  Gk>vernment.    Sir,  this  will  be  a 
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war  forced  upon  us ;  we  cannot,  ut^er  existing 
circumstances,  avoid  it.    To  wound  our  enemy 
in  the  most  vulnerable  part  should  only  be  consid- 
ered.   Sir,  I  trust,  if  our  differences  with  Great 
Britain  are  not  speedily  adjusted,  (of  whichj  in- 
deed, I  have  no  expectation,)  we  shall  take  Can- 
ada.   Yes,  sir,  by  force;  by  valor;  tiot by  seduc- 
tion, as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  expresses  it. 
I  have  no  reliance  on  thfeir  friend8hip-=-I  hope  it 
will  not  be  calculated  on.    Sir,  I  am  not  deterred 
from  the  firm  purposes  of  my  mind,  by  the  predic- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.    I  have  no 
fears,  sir,  that  the  people  of  our  country  will  de- 
sert their  Government  while  asserting  the  rights 
of  the  country;  and  I  must  believe,  that  gentle- 
man's assertion,  to  the. contrary  notwithstanding, 
that  Vi^inia  will  not  be  thd  last  to  afford  sup- 
plies.   We  are  told,  sir,  that  Republicans  are  in- 
consistent; that,  in  1798,  they  refused  to  raise  an 
army,  although  General  Washington  would  be 
at  tneir  head,  and  that  we  then  had  sufficient 
cause  to  go  to  war  with  the  Directory  of  France. 
For  myself,  sir,  I  was  at  that  period  conning  the 
lessons  of  childhood.    I  will  not  now  undertake 
to  say,  whether,  at  that  time,  there  was  or  was 
not  cause  for  war,  as  has  been  declared.    To  me 
it  matters  not.    Sir,  I  am  justjcommencing  my 
political  career ;  I  am  consistent ;  I  find  my  coun- 
try degraded  by  insults  uorevenged;  almost  ruin- 
ed by  her  efforts  to  preserve  friendship  with  na- 
tions who  feel  power  and  forget  right ;  and,  al- 
though i  am  opposed  to  the  principle  of  having 
large  standing  armies  in  our^  country,  yet,  sir, 
under  these  circumstances,  I  feel  justinable  in  de- 
parting from  the  general  principle.     Washington 
is  no  more  ?    Yes,  sir,  the  Father  of  his  Country 
can  no  longer  wield  its  destinies.,   But. I  trust 
there  are  men,  (without  resorting  to  acquitted 
felons,)  Mr.  Speaker,  on  whom  the  confidence  of 
this  nation  might  in  safety  repose ;  men  whose 
military  skill  would  be  fulty  adequate  to  every 
emergency ;  men  who,  actuated  by  that  patriotic 
love  of  country,  not  uncommon  in  the  annals  of 
this  nation,  would  fight  our  battles,  redeem  the 
national  spirit,  and,  when  natiohs  had  returned  to 
a  sense  of  justice,  and  reparation  had  been  made 
for  the  wrongs  wantonly  inflicted  on  us,  would, 
without  hesitation,  resign  their  authority  into  the 
bands  of  the  Grovernment  from  whence  it  ema- 
nated.   We  have  been  told,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
Great  Britain  is  fighting  the  battles  of  the  worM ; 
that  we  are  protected  by  that  nation  "  who  rides 
on  the  mountain  wave,  whose  home  is  on  the 
deep."    Sir,  for  myself,  I  disclaim  her  protection 
--protected  in  what,  sir  ?  In  our  property  ?  No ; 
it  IS  a  notorious  fact  that  we  are  plundered  in 
every  quarter  of  the  world — on  our  coasts — even 
in  the  very  mouths  of  our  harbors.    Are  we  pro- 
tected in  our  liberties  ?    Let  the  voice  of  our  im- 
pressed seamen,  torn   from  their   homes,  their 
wives,  their  families,  speak  their  protection !   Let 
the  cries  of  their  miserable  offspring,  deprived  of 
their  protector,  their  friend,  their  father,  declare 
their  protection.    But,  sir,  I  have  done.    I  am  un- 
willing to  cast  a  censure  on  the  Government  of 
my  native  country  j  but  I  put  it  to  this  House,  I 


put  it  to  the  natron — was  tt  brave  1  Was  it  coa- 
sistent  with  that  independence  we  profess  to 
maintain,  to  submit  without  a  struggle  to  that 
annihilation  of  the  liberties  of  those  hardy  cons  of 
their  country,  seeking  their  subsistence  on  the  wa* 
tery  element,  that  common  highway  of  natioosl 
Sir,  they  are  our  brothers,  they  are  entitled  to  the 
same  privileges,  to  th^same  protection.  Yet  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  feels  no  sympathizing 
emotions  of  soul,  on  calling  to  mind  the  hard* 
ships  they  endure.  Yet,  sir,  he  declares  to  us  that 
should  he  be  convinced  that  Great  Britain  his 
either  directly  or  indirectly  spilled  the  blood  of 
our  citia^ens,  he  would  hesitate  no  longer,  he 
would  march  to  Canada.  Let  him,  sir,  torn  bis 
eyes  to  those  floating  mansions,  he  will  there  be- 
hold the  blood  of  our  citizens— brave,  honest,  in- 
dustrious citizens — streaming  in  torreau,  shedby 
the  hands  of  theif  brothers,  their  friends.  We 
have  been  told,  sir,  that  Great  Britain  never  will 
.relinquish  her  right,  (for  such  they  afiecttocall 
it;)  for  one,  sir,  I  never  will  submit  to  it.  I  had 
rather  that  fast-aochored  isle,  that  protector  of 
the  liberties  of  the  world,  should  be  swept  {ram, 
the  catalogue  of  nations  than  submit  that  one 
American — one  natural-born  citizen-— shook),  at 
her  will,  be  torn  from  his  family,  his  country,  and 
kept  in  a  state  of  the  mo^t  korrid'slavery.  Sir, 
this  will  not  be  a  war  of  conquest.  It  will  be  a 
struggle  for  existence.  I  am  sorry  I  have  detain- 
ed £e  House  for  a  moment ;  I  perfectly  agree 
with  the  gentlemajkfrom  Georgia  (Mr.  Taocf) 
that  we  shouid  put  an  end  to  debate.  I  bave 
beeto  drawn  into  these  remarks  by  what  fell  from 
my  colleague.  I  again  rep^t,  that  his  doctrine  is 
nothing  more-or  less  than  submission.  Sir,l  de- 
nounce the  principle. 

Mr,  Boyd. — Mr.  Bpeaker,  I  should  aol  hare 
risen,  on  the  present  occasion,  had  not  the  hono^ 
able  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  requested 
all  those  that  did  not  intend  to  vote  for  saeh 
ulterior  ^nieasUres  as  they  might  hereaftfc  fiod 
necessary  to  bring  forward,  would  not  vote  for 
the  present  resolutions)  as  they  were  a  part  of  a 
system  that  might  eventuate  in  war^  &o.  From 
tnose  observations,  I  feel  myself,  and  those  that 
I  in  part  have  the  honor  to  represent,  called  on 
to  say  how  far  I  will  ffo,  and  how  far  I  will  not 

fo.  Sir,  when  we  talk  about  war,  we  ought  to 
now  for  what  we  are  going  to  wage  it,  and  to 
see  that  the  means  are  commensurate  to  the  end. 
Let  it  not  be  thought  by  this  that  I  have  any  ap(^ 
logy  to  make  for  Great  Britain,  or  her  manifold 
wrongs.  I  have  none.  I  say,  perish  the  heart, 
the  head,  and  the  tongue,  that  will  attempt  her 
justification  or  apology !  No,  sir,  they  are  a  nation 
of  pirates,  and  have  committed  many  wrongs  on 
us ;  and  it  becomes  us  to  look  for  our  remedy,  and 
how  it  is  to  be  obtained.  We  are  told  that  these 
resolutions  are  a  part  of  a  war  measure.  I  ^^ 
not  receive  them  as  such,  but  as  preparatory  to 
what  may  happen  or  become  necessary.  But,  for 
argument  sake,  supi>ose  it  so,  and  that  we  are  to 
have  war — your  army  raised,  and  ready  to  march 
to  the  Canadas ;  with  how  many  are  you  going 
to  take  them  ?    In  my  opinion,  not  less  than  fiftf 
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UuMMnii  men  will  be  re<^ired.  Suppose  the  Rug- 
lifh  should  be  driven  out  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
(which  may  by  this  time  be  the  case,  or  it  may 
800B  h^  so,)  what  number  of  troops  can 'she  send 
to  reiafbrce  her  possessions  and  meet  you  1  But, 
stj  some  gentlemen,  American  blood  has-been 
spilt,  and  we  must  avenge  it.  How  is  that  to  be 
done?  For  gallons  will  you  spill  torrents ;  or  am 
I  to  understaad  that  we  shall  have  war  without 
Uoodshed  ?  Sir,  let  those  that  think  so  turn  their 
attention  to  the  Revolutionary  war — the  Sugar- 
house  in  New  York,  the  Prevost,1he  Prison-ship, 
the  WalUbout,  Fort  Washington,  White  Plains, 
FriacetoQ,  Trenton,  Monmouth,  Brandy  wine, 
Guilford,  and  manf  other  places.  New  Jersey  has 
had  her  fall  share  of  the  fighting — other  States 
the  benefit ;  and  if  we  have  war  again,  we  shall 
have  our  share  of  fij^hting — others  the  loaves  and 
fishes.  ,BQt,sir,i  will  net  complain:  we  obtained 
our  liberty,  and  I  am  willing'  to  support  it  in  the 
best  possible  maimer.  But  here  another  question 
arises.  You  go  to  war  for  the  right  to  export 
our  surplus  produce — tobsHSCO,  cotton,  flour,  with 
Biaoy  other  articles.  Let  me  ask,  what  will  be 
TOOT  export  while  that  war  coniinues?  Will  you 
have  aov  1  I  think  not.  But  I  will  suppose  that 
yoo  could  export  without  interruption ;  \^uld  the 
whole  of  the  exportable  produce  pay  for  the  war 
dariag  the  continuance  of  it?  No,  it  would  not. 
8ir,  it  would  take  less  money  from  the  Govern- 
ment  to  pay  for  it,  and  make  a  fire  of  it.  Nearly 
thirty  years  hav€  elapsed  since  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  that  war  not  half  paid  for.  Is  not  the 
wa^w9rn  soldier  calling  on  us  everyday  with  his 
toands?  You  are  about  to  drain  your  Treas- 
Qiy,  borrow  money,  enlarge  your  pension  list, 
bmld  additional  hospitals,  increase  our  national 
debt,  not  to  be  extinguished  or  paid  off,  but  to  be 
a  lasting  burden  on  the  people.  But,^6a^  the  hon- 
orable committee,  our  honor  Requires  it.  It  is 
well;  I  honor  the  spirjt  and  magnanimity  of  the 
committee)  and  \kRYe  no  doubt  of  their  courage 
and  zeal  for  our  country's  rights.  But,  sir,  you 
must  lake  young  men  tor  action-<-old  men  .for 
€<M»sel.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  go  to  law  or  war, 
but  it  is  a  hard  matter  to  set  out  of  it.  The  gen- 
tlemaa  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Wright,)  in  defend- 
ing the  character* of  the  soldier,  has  given  us  a 
quotation,  tiz  : 

"Honor  and  shame  from  ho  condition  risoi 
''Act  well  jour  part,  there  all  the  hondr  lies." 

I  will  give  him  another,  from  the  same  author- 
iiy,  viz: 

"  A  wit*s  a  feather,  a  chiefs  a  rod;* 

**  An  honest  man's  the  noblest  work  of  God.*' 

But,  apart  from  thb,  let  us  suppose  war,  and 
tdmit  that  it  will  be  successful,  so  far  as  proposed 
--the  British  driven  from  the  Canadas  and  Hali- 
fax, and  their  trade  intercepted  for  years  to  an 
extensive  amount—- what  then  has  she  to  hope  or 
fear  from  us?  Noting,  Will  she  then  respect 
ourrighu?  No.  But  I  will  suppose  that  we  force 
ker  u>  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  acknowi- 

*  Witne«  Bon^arte. 


edging  our  rights  to  the  utmost  of  our  wishes; 
how  long  will  she  keep  it?  Not  an  hour  longer 
than  'suits  her  convenience  or  interest.  There 
is  qo  trust  to  be  put  in  her  compacts.  Witness 
Erskine^s  arrangement.  I  say,  keep  on  your  re- 
strictions; keep  the  country  in  peace,  if  possible, 
under  all  your  privations,  and  they  are  many. 
Has  not  our  country  increased  in  wealth  and  pop- 
ulation^ in  a  superior  decree  to  any  country  on 
earth  ?  Are  we  not  at  this  moment  in  the  enjoy- 
nrent  of  peace  and  plenty  at  home — every  man 
under  his  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  and  none  to  make 
him  afraid — with  complete  protection  for  person 
and  property  ?  Yes.  But  our  merchants  must  be 
protected — they  have  a  right  to  our  protection, 
say  some — it  is  the  merchant  that  gives  life  and 
spring  to  agriculture.  I  deny  it.  It  is  the  planter 
-7-the  cultivator — that  is  the  foundation  on  which 
every  other  branch  of  our  associated  population 
depends ;  and  it  is  the  surplus  of  his  productions 
that  makes  the  merchant,  and  his  profits  that  make 
the  banks.  You  have  made  many  laws  for  their 
protection ;  they  have  disobeyed  them  all,  and  will 
disobey  them.  Have  they  not  told  you,  continu* 
ally,  to  let  them  alone ;  that  they  knew  their  own 
business  best  ?  Sir,  before  I  would  engage  in  a 
war,  to  which  I  could  not  see  a  prospect  of  a  favor- 
able issue,  I  would  let  them  alone.  Sir,  the  Pre- 
sident is  made,  .by  the  Constitution,  the  treaty- 
making  power ;  he  is  also  to  ^ive  us  the  state  of 
the  Union.  He  is  the  Executive.  He  has  given 
us  fhe  state  of  the  Union,  and  made  his  requisi- 
tions;.  and  if  I  give  him  what  he  asks,  I  give  him 
enough ;  and  that,  I  am  willing  to  give,  and  mAre. 
when  he  shall  require  it.  But  1  am  not  to  be  forcea 
far|her  yet.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  honorable 
committee  has  a  mind  to  Cfideonize  us — rejecting 
the  fearful  and  faint-hearted.  Will  they  prove  us 
by  the  toaters,  and  reject  all  such  as  will  not  lap 
as  the  dog  lappeth?  For.  sir,  they  have  told  us 
that  all. that  did  not  intena  to  vote  for  such  ulte- 
rior measures  as  they  might  have  occasion  here- 
after to  bring  forward,  ought  not  to  vote  for  the 
resolutions.  Now,  sir,  it  remains  for  me  to  tell 
(hem  and  the  House,  that  I  will  not  leave  the  ranks 
of  jny  country.  I  will  vote  for  the  resolutions, 
and  consider  myself  at  liberty  to  vote  hereafter  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  may  require,  aiMi  my  con- 
science shall  direct.  I  have  no  more  to  say  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  L ACOCK  spoke  in  favor  of  the  report 
Two  or  three  unsuccessful  motions  were  made 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Randolph  stated  his  intention  to  make 
some  further  remarks  against  the  report,  which 
might  occupy  two  or  three  hours  of  the  time  of 
the  House.  He  then  renewed  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ; which  was  carried;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed to  Monday. 

Monday,  December  16. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Cowles  Mead,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  enclosing 
the  copy  of  a  presentment  against  Harry  Toalnun, 
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Judge  of  the  Superior  Coarc  for  the  WHsliitigUm 
district,  in  said  Territory,  made  by  tbe  grand 
jury  of  Baldwin  countv ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Lewib,  the  petition  of  Return 
J.  Meigs,  and  others,  witnesses  against  *  Aaron 
Burr,  presented  the  ninth  of  Noyember,  1807,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  twentieth 
ultimo,  to  provide  compensation  for  witnesses  in 
criminal  prosecutions  depending  in  courts  of  the 
United  Stares. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  presented  petitions  of  seTeral 
Christian  denominations  residing  in  the  Western 
parts  of  the  United  States,  praying  that  mail's 
may  not  be  carried,  and  that  post  offices  may  not 
be  opened  on  Sundays. — Referred  to  (he  Postmas- 
ter General. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morbow,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and  what,  provision  pugbt  to  be  made,  to 
prevent  the  sale  otland,  at  private  sale,  (in  case 
of  reversion)  for  a  less  price  than  the  land  haa 
been  sold  for  at  the  public  sales :  and  that  they 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  I^ouse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  for  comt>let- 
iBg  existing  Militcry  Establishments;"  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  - 

MUNITIONS  OF  WAR. 

Mr.  Sbybert,  from  the  committee  ap|K)fni^d 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
lates to  the  manufacture  of  cannon  and  small 
artis,  and  the  providing  munitions  of  war,  made 
a  detailed  report  thereon  ;  which  was  read. 

The  report  is  as  follows :     . 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  **  so  much  of 
the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  the  manufacture 
of  cannon  and  small  arms  and  the  providing  munitions 
of  war,"  a/ler  having,  according  to  order,  considered 
the  several  subjects  submitted,  beg  leave  to  report,  in 
part: 

That  it  is,  at  all  times,  expedient  for  a  nation  to  be 
supplied  with  an  ample  stock  of  all  such  articles  and 
materials  as  are  requisite  for  defensire  or  offensive  op- 
erations. Such  provisions  will  make  its  citizens  con- 
fident at  home,  whilst  they,  at  the  same  time,  gnaran* 
tee  respect  on  the  part  of  ^reign  nations.  No  one,  it  is 
presumed,  vrill  deny  that  an  extensive  supply  of  the  im- 
plements of  war  is  preferable  to  the  amount  of  their  cost 
lying  buried  in  the  vaults  ofthe  Treasury,  more  especially 
when  it  is  considered,  that  oa  occasions  of  the  first  im- 
portance they  are  indispensably  necessary,  and  that  for 
the  greater  part  they  are  imperishable  from  their  nature. 
The  proposition  just  laid  down  will  appear  evident, 
when  it  is  recollected  that  the  least  rumor  of  a  war  will 
immediately  add  to  the  value  of  such  articles,  very 
generally,  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  centum ;  nay, 
this  declaration  might  be  carried  much  farther,  and  it 
may  not  be  out  of  place  to  notice  the  fact,  that,  under 
circumstances  fiir  from  being  the  most  unfavorable, 
refined  saltpetre  has  commanded  the  enormous  price  of 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  pound ;  whereas,  its  or- 
dinaiy  value  is  about  thirty  cents  per  pound  in  our 
markets. 

It  is,  also,  well  known,  that  all  manufactured  arti- 
des,  which  are  made  in  haste,  are  generally  very 
dalective^lhis  should  be  particularly  guarded  against 


in  the  ease  of  fire-arms'  of  every  description.  When 
it  beoomea  abedutely  necassaiy  ta.provide  such  eqiip- 
ments,  contractors  always  inaist  upon  tiieirown  tsnns. 
Experience  haa  pcowad,  that  aosilneta  under  Mvh  or- 
cumstanoea  on  national  account,  (we  do  not  confine  this 
assertion  to  our  own  country,)  have  been  made  tea 
great  disadvantage.  Regular  ai^nual  suj^lies,  in  timss 
of  peace,  ^ould  always  be  preferred.  It  would  be  un- 
warrantable in  the  extreme  to  hastrd  a  want  of  \^ 
kind  until  the  last  moment — until  the  enemy  may  bf 
at  our  doors.  It  will  be  in  vain  to  look  for  additions 
firom'  Europe,  at  a.  period  when  the  extensive  nival 
force  of  an  enemy,  aided  by  manv  private  armed  ahips, 
shall  swarm  on  the  ocean.  Who  could  then  be  no 
hardy  as  to  entertain  the  etpectatidn  of  frequent  ar- 
rivals in  our  ports  ? 

It  is  vrith  peculiar  satisfaction  your  committee  finds 
itself  enabled,  under  the  warranty  of  the  proper  depart- 
ment, to  state'  that  many  of  the  aoost  necessary,  are 
articles  of  vrfaich  there-is  a  considerable  stock  on  hand, 
and  that  others  of  them  are  abundant  in  our  ienitoriai . 
Or,  in  the  words  of  the  Message,  we  may  be  permitted 
to  repeat,  that  «the  mano&oture  of  cannon  and  smsft 
arms,  and  the  stock  and' resourcea  of  all  the  neciisiiy 
munitions,  are  adequate  to  emergaiicies/' 

The  fioutfishmg  stale  of  the  laundries  tiirougbont 
the  United  States ;  they  have  been  heretofbre,sucee«- 
faUy  employed,  on  €)t>vemnient  aeoount,  in  Rfaede 
Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsyivania,  Mar34and,theDisr 
trict  of  Columbia,  dec  The  regular  supplies  of  ssull 
arms,  of  every  deacription,  from  the  estabtisfaiaeata 
which  are  now  under  the  contiol  of  the  Gevmaea^, 
and  these  seconded  by  the  aeveral  contracts  which  have 
been  already  made  with  individuals  in  variooi  parts  of 
the  Union,  together  with  the  ease  with  which  thev 
may  be  multiplied  so  as  to  meet  any  demands  ^which 
circumstances  may  require,  independent  of  the  ar- 
rangements jnade  on  the  part  ofthe  State  individutlly, 
are  some  of  the  many  proofe  which  demonstrate  the 
great  resources  of  this  Kepublic.  What  nation  can 
boast  of  more,  or  better  irooi  than  the  United  States! 
Our  -foundries  have  not  only  been  in  successful  ope- 
ration, they  are  fkr  from  being  infantile,  and  have  sr- 
rived  at  perfipetion.  Upon  the1>est  authority,  we  state 
the  furnaces,  forges,  and  bloomeries,  in  the  United 
States,  to  be  five  hundred  and  thirty.  The  art  of  bor- 
ing caanOn  is,  in  many  plaeea  m  Europe,  deemed  a 
secret  of  great  importknce ;  they  there  keep  their  cut* 
tea  concealed  from  strangers  hi  leathern  bags.  In  the 
United  States  this  process  is  so  well  undentood,  thst 
an  inspector  of  our  artillery  haa  declared  to  the  wodd 
"  he  never  waa.  compelled  to  reject  a  gun  on  account 
of  a  defect  in  the  bore,''  though  he  examined  *'  up- 
wards of  two  thousand  cannon  of  different  calibers." 

It  is  notorious  Uiatwe  may  have  lead,  from  the  mines 
of  our  country,  to  any  amount.  Our  resources  for  salt- 
petre in  the  Western  States  are  said  to  be  inexhaostp 
able.  Of  sulphur  we  have  a  considerable  stock  ia 
store.  Each  of  the  States  can  furnish  an  extensive 
catalogue  of  powder  mills ;  th^eir  number  in  the  Uni- 
ten  States  amounts  to  two  hundred  and  seven,  ana 
manv  of  them  are  celebrated  for  the  excellence  of  their 
powder.  Notwithstanding  these  facts,  it  is  necesstry  to 
repeat,  that  under  the  present  aspect  of  affairs,  it  is 
proper  a  further  provision  of  aO  the  munitions  of  war 
be  forthvrith  made.  Expenditures  to  a  considerable 
amount,  when  applied  to  such  purposee,  will  ultima^ 
be  found  to  be  economy  in  the  true  sense  and  rneamng 
ofthe  term,  by  the  saving  of  the  diffinrenoe  between  the 
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pwent  ptioei  and  moh  at  will  be  demtoded  when  we 
■ImU  be  at  war,  Ib  oonformity  with  theae  views,  your 
ooaunittee  beg  leave  to.  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  Sbybbrt,  from  tl^  same  committee,  also 
presented  a  bill  anthorizlDg  the  purchase  of  ord- 
nance and  ordnaace  stores,  camp  equipage,  and 
other  quartermaster's  stores,  and  small  arms ; 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  ibe  Whole  on  Friday  uexl. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  Honse  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  unfinished  business,  being  the  report  of  the 
'Committee  of  Foreign 'Relations.     • 

Mr.  RANnoLPH  said,  that  he  could  not  express 
his  deep  sense  of  the  politeness  of  the  House,  ez- 
eept  by  the  regret  he  felt  at  the  very  poor  return 
which  they  were  about  to  receire  for  their  indul- 
gence. He  lamented  that  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  thank,'  in  the  name  of  all  the  old  Republi- 
cans  of  1796  and  1799,  his  worthy  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Stanford,)  for  the  sound, 
sensible,  pertinent,  and  Constitutional  speech. 
which  he  had  delivered  the  other  day  against  this 
resolution.  Bqt  he  feared,  if  a  writ  were  to  issue 
ag[ninst  that  old  party — as  had  been  facetiously 
said,  to  another  body,  of  our  valiant  Army — it 
would  be  impossible  for  a  constable  with  a  search 
warrant  to  find  it.  There  must  be  a  return  of 
non  eat  inventue.  Death,  resignation,  and  deser- 
tion; had  thinned  their  ranks.  They  had  disap- 
peared. New  men  and  new  doctrines  had  sue 
eeeded.  He  was  astonished  at  the  frailty  of  some 
memories  f  or  rather,  at  their  aptoesis  to  remem- 
ber to  forget  every  thing. but  what  subserved  their 
present  purpases. 

Diluted  down,  and  frittered  awav,  indeed,  as 
this  proposition  bad  been  by  his  worthV  colleague. 
(Mr.  NcLBON,)  and^hii  excellent  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon,)  it  was  compara- 
tively a  subject  of  small  importance.  Yet,  as 
argued  by  others,  it  assumed  the  most  imposing 
mngnitode.  It  was  no  less  than  a  q^uestion  of 
war  or  peace.  Mr.  R.  proceeded  to  compare  the 
provocations  of  France  in  1798  with  any  now 
complained  of,  and  to  show  the  inconsistency  of 
Hepablicatts  in  supporting  the  present  measuresi 
He  said  he  wonid  state  some  among  many  of  the 
eanses  of  difference  al  that  time  between  the  two 
Repnblies.  Yes,  sir,  the  French  Republic! — 
mighty  magic  then  in  the  phrase.  It  was  almost 
as  potent  as  the  terms  Bmperor  and  King  in  later 
days.  He  referred  to  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  June  18,  1798,  accompanied  by  the  cor- 
respondence of  our  Ministers  at  Parir  with  the 
French  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations.  *  After 
replying  to  his  three  several  heads  of  complaint 
against  us,  our  Envoys  had  proceeded  to  expose 
the  monstrous  violation'  on  the  part  of  France  of 
every  principle  of  justice  and  of  public  law,  and 
in  open  defiance  oi'^her  plighted  faith  to  the  Uni- 
ted States: 

«*  The  undersigned  will  not  resume,  Citizen  Minis- 
ftsr,tbe  painful  task  of  re-urgihg  the  mnltipled  injuries 
wIMi  iMve  been  aecnmulated  on  their  country,  and 
which  bavs  been  in  some  degree  detailed  in  their  me- 


moriafof  the  17th  January  last.  They  cannot,  how- 
ever, decline  to  remonstrate  against  a  measure  which 
has  been  announced  since  that  date.  The  legislative 
councils  of  the  French  Republic  have  decreed  thal-^ 

"  Ist.  The  condition  of  ships  in  everything  which 
qoncerns  their  character  as  neutrals  or  enemies,  shall 
be  determined  by  their  cargo ;  consequently,  every  ves^ 
sel  found  at  sea,  laden  in  whole  or  in  part  with  mer- 
chandise, coming  out  of  England  or  its  possessions^ 
shall  be  declareu  good  prize,  whoever  may  be  the  pro- 
prietors of  such  commodities  or  merchandise. 

"  2ndly.  Wo  foreign  vessel,  which,  in  the  course  of 
its  voyage,  shall  have  entered  into  an  English  port, 
shall  be  admitted  into^ny  port  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, but  in  the  case  of  necessity ;  in  which  case  the 
vessel  shall  be  obliged  to  depart  from  such  port  as  soon 
as  the  cause  of  entry  shall  have  ceased." 
.  This  decree  weqt  to  sweep  off  the  ocean  every 
ship  of  the  United  States,  and  almost  of  the 
whole  world — for,  Except  perhaps  a  Chinese  junk, 
there  was  hardly  a  vessel  to  be  found  on  the 
ocean  without  some  article  of  merchandise  that 
had  ^^come  out  of  England  or  its  possessions." 
It  Was  an  interdict  of  the  direct  trade  in  our  own 
commodities,  for.no  vessel  could  take  tobacco, 
cotton,  bread'-stuff,  d^.,  to  London  or  Liverpool, 
and  bring  back  a  return  carffo,  without  coming 
under  that  decree;  and,  without  returns,  there 
co,uld  be  no  export,  for  export  and  import  were 
correlative  terms ;  the  one  could  not  exist  with- 
out the  other ',  there  could  as  soon  be  a  wife  with- 
out a  husbknd,  a  child  without  a  parent,  a  mas- 
ter without  a  servant ;  the  one  implied  the  other. 
To  talk  of  export  without  import  was  argwnen' 
turn  ex  abeurdo.  Here,  then,  was  a  prohibition 
of  that  dhrect  trade,  that  pittance,  that  minimum 
of  maritime' right,  for  which  gentlemen  are  now 
willing  to  go  to  war.-  He  put  these  facts  to  gen- 
tlemen who  now  stickle  about  the  direct  trade, 
with  which  the  Orders  in  Council  interfere. 
Was  he,  therefore,  the  defender  of  those  Orders  ? 
He  slated  the  parallel  cases  to  show  that  against 
the  anti-neutral  decrees  of  France,  Republicans 
had  refused  to  vote  armies  and  fleets.  But  those 
times  had  passed  away.  The  sternness  of  our 
republican  principles  had  not  then  melted  away 
by  basking  m  the  sunshine  of  a  republican  Court. 
He  would  not  enter  into  a  disgusting  recital  of 
other  French  injuries  and  al>ominations ;  he 
would  confine  himself  to  those  daring  maritime 
insults  and  aggressions,  which  had  been  chastised 
by  the  valor  of  American  tars,  while  happily  the 
fleets  of  our  enemy  were  pinioned  in  port,  or  crip- 
pled at  sea,  by  her  great  rival.  It  was  matter  of 
curiosity  to  look  into  some  of  the  causes  of  com- 
plaint Orged  against  Us  by  the  notorious  citizen 
Talleyrand,  ex -bishop  of  Autun,  d^.  In  his  ca- 
pacity of  Minister  ot  Foreign  Relations,  he  had, 
among  other  complaints,  represented  to  our  Min- 
istei^,  in  an  official  note,  that  *'  The  newspapers 
^  knoion  to  be  under  the  indirect  control  of  the 
'  Cabinet,  have,  since  the  treaty,  redoubled  the 
'  invectives  and  calumnies  against  the  Republic. 
^  and  against  her  principles,  her  magistrates,  ana 

*  her  Envoys.    Pamphlets^  openly  paid  for  by  the 

*  lyfinister  of  Oreat  Britain,  have  reproduced,  in 
'  every  form,  those  insults  and  calumnies ;  with- 
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'  out  a  Slate  of  things  so  scaDdaloos  hftviog  er^r 
'  attracted  the  attention  of  the  GoverooieDt^ 
'  which  might  have  repres^d  it.  On  the  con- 
*  trary,  the  Goyernment  itself  was  intent  upon 
'  encouraging  this  scandal  in  its  public  acts." 

We  had  greater  inducements  to  raise  men  in 
1798  than  now.  There  were  then  French,  pos- 
sessions in  our  neighborhood,  from  which  a  pre- 
datory war,  under  French^  and  Spanish  colors, 
had  been  waged  upon  our  commerce,  even  in  opr 
own  harbors,  au({  on  our  own  shjores,  which  had 
no  parallel,  unless  in  the  depredations,  the  rapine 
and  plunder  of  the  Barbary  corsairs  on  t^ie  oppo- 
site coasts  of  Christendom.  Our  little  Q^eei  at 
that  time  triumphecl  in  the  West  Indian  seas.  It 
was  in  our  power  to  have  applied  the.  remedy  to 
(he  actual  seat  of  the  disease.  Not  only  was  our 
fair  and  legitimate  commerce  with  England  pro- 
hibited— the  trade  from  London  to  New  Ycnrk, 
and,  by  con  sequence,  from  New  York  to  London — 
but  we  were  forbidden  to  barter,  even  with  a 
neutral,  for  any  article  "coming  out  of  Enfi^land,- 
or  its  possessions;"  nay,  more— our  vessels. en- 
gaged in  any  such  trade,^  were,  tjpto/oc^o,  stamped 
with  the  character  of  enemy.  The.  cargo — even 
the  minutest  part  of  it — a  singly  volume,  printed 
in  England,  determined  the  character  of  the 
whole,  and  of  the  reseel  also.  It  was  a  commer- 
cial attainder^  workiiig  a  general  corruption  of 
the  whole  mass. 

The  nation  had  been  brought  into  its  present 
alarming  and  unprecedented  situation  bf  means 
in  no  wise  unaccountable — by  steps  as  direct  and 
successive  as  Hogarth's  celebrated  seri^  of  prints, 
"  The  Rake's  Progress,"  beginning  at  the  gaming 
table  and  ending  in  a  jail,  or  iq  bedlam.  Our 
difficulties  begjEin  to  show  themselves  in  1805  and 
1806,  when  a  wise  man  from  the  East  (Bidwell) 
was  sent  to  govern  the  American  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  quality  of  manager.  With  what  decree 
of  fidelity  he  had  discharged  this  duty,  we  might 
jud^  from  that  which  be  had  ^ince  displayed  in 
far  inferior  trusts.  We  had- commenced  our  sys* 
tern  somewhat  on  the  plan  of  Catharine  of  tlus- 
sia,  when  she  lent  her  nominal  aid  ta  the  coali- 
tion; we  had  dealt  even  more  profusely  tb^n  she 
in  manifestoes  i  we  began,  under  the  instigation 
of  mercantile  cupidity,  to  contend  by  proclama- 
tions and  resolutions  for  the  empire  o(  the  ocean. 
But,  instead  of  confining  ourselves  as  she  had- 
done  to  this  bloodless  warfare,  we  roust  copy 
the  wise  example  of  her  successors,  and  after  ouc 
battle  of  Friedland,  he  supposed,  w,e  also  should 
have  our  peace  of  Tilsit.  He  gave  the  little  mi- 
nority praise  for  having  kept  the  Administration 
in  check,  under  the  salutary  restraint  of  a  rigor- 
ous examination  of  their  acts — although  the  Ad- 
ministration had  run  away  with  the  credit  of 
wishing  to  take  a  strong  attitude,  and  had  thrown 
the  blame  of  thwarting  their  measures  on  the 
opposition.  That  opposition  had  been  composed 
of  all  sects  and  persuasions ;  but  he  now  perceived 
that  the  greater  part  of  them^(the  Federalists) 
had  gone  over  to  the  Court  party,  for  a  rery  ob- 
vious reason — because  they  loresee  at  the  end  of 
the  journey,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  your  defeat  will 


secure  their  triumph.  I  wish  the  gentlemen  on 
my  left  (the  majority)  joy  of  their -new  travel* 
ling  companions. 

But  he^could  trace  ^he  origin  of  our  present 
difficulties  a  little  further  back  than  the  years 
1805  and  1806*-to  the  refusal  pf  our  Qovernment 
to  prolong  the  Treaty  of  London,  which,  by  iu 
9wn  limitations,  had  expired  within  two  years 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  t^ar.  But  for  the 
truce  of  Amiens — for  it  hardly  deserved  the  name 
of  a  peace— that  treaty  would  now  be  in  opera- 
tion. The  refusal  to  prolong  its  stipulations,  at 
least  during  the  continuance  of  the  war;  to  con* 
sider  the  peace  of  Amiens  as, in  effect  no  actual 
termination  of  the  contest ;  the  rejection  of  the 
overtures  made  hy  the  English  Ministry  to  rein- 
state it,  was  a  capital  error,  for  which  no  states- 
man could  atone.  Admitting,  for  argument's 
sake,  the  treaty  to  have  been  in  the  first  instance 
impolitic ;  yet,  on  the  accession  of  the  late  Presi* 
dept  to  the  chair-^he  mignt  as  well  say  the 
throne,  for  he  understood  a  throne  to  be  boljr  a 
magnificent  chair — under  the  practical  operation 
pf  that  treaty,  the  commerce  of  the  country  was 
in  the  '^fuU  tide  of  successful  e^cperiment''  It 
was,  to  say  the  best  of  it,  whim,  madness,  a  mag- 
got of  the  brain,  the  wildest  of  vagaries,  to  refuse 
to  prolong  that  treaty  when  it  was  proposed.  \ff 
the  British  Gk>vernmeot.  thus  laying  the  foanda- 
tion/or  a  breach  which  has  since  been  widening. 
On .  the  Revolution  of  1801,  that  Goveronieat 
had  been  led  to  apprehend,  from  the  language 
held  by  prostituted  presses  in  this  comtry— he 
meant  the  presses  of  both  parties*— that  ihe  per* 
sons  who  then  came  into  power  would  throw 
themselves  into  the  arms  of  France.  But  they 
were  agreeably  disappointed  s  they  were  soon  on* 
deceived.  This  Government  was  at  that  time 
directed  by  men  who  understood  and  pursued  the 
true  interests -of  the  country.  Mr.  R.  said  that 
he  stood  in  such  a  situation,  at  that  time,  as  ena- 
bled him  to^  pronounce  that  every  fear  of  that 
sort  on  the  part  of  the  British  Cabinet  f^s  dissi- 
pated. Ah  unfeigned  cordiality  had  been. kept 
up  between  us  and  the  Court  of  Sl  James,  with- 
out, at  the  same  time,  disturbing  the  amity  sub- 
sisting, between  Qs  and  France.  Even  therefa- 
sal-  to  renew  the  Treaty  of, London,  ill  advised 
as  it  was,  did.  not  immediately  iinpair  the  good 
understatiding.  which  existed  between  Qreat  Brit- 
ain and  the  United  States.  BUt  to  this,  after 
some  ill-timed  threats  and  bickerings,  succeeded 
the'  rejection  of  the  Treaty  of  Mr.  Monroe— b« 
said  of  Mr.  Monroe,  because,  although  another 
gentleman  w/is  united  with  him  in  the  missioo. 
a  suspected  that  he  had  as  little  efficient  tLgeaef 
in  that  treaty  as  Mr.  R.  himself.  He  believed, 
that  at  this  time,  we  should  be  very  wilHeg  to 
accept  of  that  scouted  treaty,  even  with  theoa^ 
of  Lords  Holland  and  Auckland  attached  to  it^ 
for  in  that  light  he  had  always  considered  the 
obnoxious  note.  Surely  it  was  more  candid  and 
honorable  to  apprize  us,  beforehand,  of  their  in- 
tentions, under  a  certain  contingency,  than  to 
hold  it  up  in  mental  reservation  until  the  event 
should  have  occurred.    In  any  event,  that  note, 
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howerer  ic  miglvt  be  objected  to  open  principle, 
was  eoociied  id  terms  not  merely  iobfieDsiire,  bat 
decorous  and  respeotful.  At  any  rate,  after  the 
note  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore.  who  had  declared  us 
to  be  "without  honor,  withont  energy,  without 
jost  political  views;"  who  had  likened  usto  the 
Colonial  Assembly  of  Jamaica ;  who  had  kindly 
spared  us  the  trouble  of  declaring  war;  galled 
and  seared  as  we  had  been  •  by  his  taunts,  we 
should  hardly  turn  up  our  noses  at  the  note  of 
the  British  Commlssiooers.  Ttve  imperial  chal' 
ice  of  insult  had  been  drained  to  the  very  dregs. 
Even  our  diplomatic  worm  had  turned  and 
writhed  beneath  the  heel  of  the  imperial  oppress 
SOT.  Yes,  we  would  unquestionably  be  willing 
to  occupy  the  ground  offered  to  us  in  1806,  to 
accept  the  terms  of  that  despised  and  rejected 
treaty — rejected,  as  if  in  scorn — but  for  .purposes 
too  visible  to  nc^d  explanation  or  comment.  Sup- 
pose, sir,  at  this  day  you  had  to  re(}uire  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Executive  Glov0rnment  on  the  merits 
of  that  instrument,  of  whom  would^  you  demand 
it?  Through  what  channel  would  you  receive 
it?  Mr.  R,  presumed,  througl^  the  Department 
of  State.  By  whose  opinion  would  you  be  guided, 
by  that  of  the  ex-Secretary,  or  of  the  Secretary 
in  (act?  How  would  you  settle  the  matter  be- 
tween them?    Would  you  compound  it? 

But  we  are  told,  and  by  men  of  honor  too,  that 
we.  stand  pledged  to  France.    I  was  not  sur- 
prised, sir,  to  see  this  asserted  by  factious  jour- 
nalistSy  hat  I  confess  my  astonishment ;  nay,  my 
grief  and  indignation,  when  I  hear  it  asserted  on' 
this  floor,  by  men  whom  I  honor,  whom  I  love. 
whom  I  revere!    Bound  to '  Flrance,  as  Sinbad 
the  sailor  was  bound  to  the  putrifying  corpse  of 
his  ^leeeased  wife.    If  so,  then  have  we  sealed 
oar  perdition.    Will  any  man  contend  that  we 
have  the  righrto  transfer  to  a. foreign  Despot  the 
power  of  making  war  for  us,  upon  wfaoni  and 
when  he  shall  please?    No,sir^  I  deny  it-;  such  is 
not  oar  miserable,  our  hopeless  condition.    W-e 
are  not  bound  to  France,  and,  so  help  me  Qod, 
with  ray  consent,  we  never  shall  be  so  bound. 
What  will  your  constituents. say  to  this?    Sup- 
pose they  crowd  your  table  with  memorials  abd 
iDstractions  against  this  measure,  will  you  reply 
to  them  with  the  coolness  of  a  modern  daellist->- 
"  We  are  bound  in  honor  ^  we  are  sorry,  for  it,  but 
cannot  help  it.    The  sacred  trust  which  you  re- 
posed in  us  we  have  betrayed ;  the- high  attributes 
ofaevereigaty,  the  power  of  war  and  peace  with 
w^ieh  yon  clothed  us  for  your  own  good,  we 
have  made  over,  by  legislative  kgerdenaak),  to 
the  great  oppressor  of  our  name  and  race.    We 
are   spell   bound,  under  incantation,  and    must 
obey."     Will  the  people  endure   this?    Is  the 
power  of  making  war  transferred  from  the  Ameri- 
can Congress  to  France?  and  by  chicanery  too  ? 
B(mnd  to  France!    By  what?    By  a  contriv- 
ance, an  artifice  the  most  bungling— by  a  quibble 
which  a  Newgate  solicitor  would  blush  to  plead 
in  bar  of  an  indictment  for  felony.    But,  sir,  if 
yoa  have  sold  yourselves  into  foreign  bondage,  I 
pray  you  to  show  me  the  equivuent,  the  ^uid 
pro  quo.    What  have  yqa  got  in  exchange  Irom 


the  tyrant  of  the  earth?  Where  is  the  mess  of 
pottage,  the  miserable  dish  of  French  broth,  of 
soap  maigre,  for  which  you  have  bartered  away 
your  birthright;  the  birthright  of  a  whole  people  ; 
the  right  of  self-government ;  the  power  over  war 
and  peace!  Shall  we  look  into  the  official,  re- 
sponsible correspondence,  of  our  own  Govern- 
ment, for  this. equivalent?  We  have  their  un- 
questionable testimony  that  France  has  played  us 
false.  The  Secretary  of  State,  .in  his  letter  of 
the.  10th  of  December  last  to  General  Turreau 
says : 

*<^The  act  ef  Congress  of  May  last  hud  for  ito  object, 
not  merely  the  recognition *of  a  speeniatiTe  legitimate 
pnaciple,  but  the  enjoyment  of  a  iiubstantial  benefit. 
The.  ^overture  therein  presented,  obviously  embraced 
the  idea  of  commercial  advantage.  It  included  the 
reasonable  belief,  that  an  abrogation  of  the  Berlin  «nd 
Milan  decrees  would  leave  the  ports  of  France  as  free 
for  the  introduction  of  the  produce  of  the  United 
States  as  they  were  praviously  to  the  promulgation  of 
those  decrees. 

**  The  restrictions  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decree 
had  the  effect'of  restraining  4he  American  merchants 
from  sending  their  vessels  to<  France.  The  interdic- 
tion ip.  the  syptem  that  has  been  substituted,  against 
the  admission  of  American  products,  will  have  the 
effect  of  imposing  upon  them  an  equal  restraint.  U, 
then,  for  (ho  revoked  decrees,  municipal  laws,  pro- 
ducing the  same  cdmrnerciai  effect,  have  been  substi- 
tuted, the  mode  only,  and  not  the  measure,  has  under- 
gone an  alteration. 

France,  then,  by  the  solemn  declaration  of  our 
own  Government,,  has  done  by  municipal  decrees 
what  her  ediets  of  Berlin,  Milan.  d6c.,  could  not 
more  oogapletely  have  efifected.  Like  a  true 
.ckecaliep  dHndwtrie^  she  tells  you*-"  My  decrees 
shall  be  withdrawn :"  and,  when  she  has  you  in 
her  clutches,  she  achieves  her  purpose  of  robbery 
and  pluniler  by  a  change  of  the  mode — munici- 
pally— by  munioipal  decrees — and  we,  good  easy 
men,  are  satib-fied.  She  may  rob  and  plunder  to 
her  heart's  content^  she  may  violate  every  right 
<of  hospitality ;  decay  us  iiHo  her  ports,  and  then 
strip  us  to  the  skin — but  mark,  I  pray  you,  not 
under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees — not  under 
'^edicts  affecting  our  neutral  relations" — but  as 
how,  I  beseech  you  ?  Why,  in  a  civil  way — mu- 
nicipally. «  To  be  pledged  to  Fi^^nce,  (suppose 
it  possible,)  ^e  must  have  a  bona  fide  revocation 
of  her -unjust  edicts  carried  into  lasting  efifect — 
not  a  subtle,  oracular,  Delphic  response,  '^  which 
keeps  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear.  but  breaks 
it  to  the  hope."  Ca^  you  carry  your  tobacco, 
cotton,  or  bread-stuffs  to  France  i  Go  with  your 
tobacco ;  there  is  but  one  buyer,  and,  of  course, 
can  be  but  one  seller  to  supply  her  market*  The 
imperial  tobacconist  possesses  the  monopoly ;  he 
gives  you  what  he  pleases,  and  that  you  must 
take.  .  To  be  sure  you  have  the  privilege  of  trans- 
portini^  it  by  land  from  Bordeaux,  seven  hundred 
miles,  into  Germany.  Your  cotton  is  excluded 
by  enormous  duties;  your  bread  stuffs  she  does 
not  want.  She  secretly  supplies  them  herself  to 
her  enemy,  at  the  same  time  that  she  interdicts 
your  supply,  which  might  come  into  competition 
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with  hers.  Whether  the  Orclers  ia  Couacil  are' 
repedled  I  know  not.  and  I  care  oat.  They  do 
not  pre^eiU  us  from  trading  with  Franee;  France 
herself  excludes  ^s.  They  have  not  prevented 
thirty  miiiions  6f  American  property  from  find- 
ing its  way  in^o  the  ports  of  France^  and  thence 
into  the  imperial  coffers.  How  did  this  property 
get  there?  He  spoke  of  the  practical  >effeet  (k 
the  Orders  in  Council.  Their  principle,  or  want 
of  principle,  was  another  thing.  "The  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees,"  as  our  own  Government  had 
officially  pronounced, "  had  restrained  the  Ameri- 
can merchants  from  sending  their  vessels  (o 
France."  Np  sooner  were  they  duped  into  a  be- 
lief that  these  injurious  decrees  were,  ojr  wobld 
be  removed,  than  thirty  tniHioas  of  American 
]»roperty  (the  Orders  in  Council  to  the  contrary 
notwittistanding)  found  its  way  to.FVani^e,  to  be 
caught  in  her  municipal  triap.  And  we  are  to  ^o 
to  war  for  the  privilege  of  a  scanty  trade,  under 
licenses,  with  France — taking  our  returns  in 
French  silks — at  the  ver^  instant  that  we  our-* 
selves  are  passing  pr6hibitory  and  highly  penal 
laws  against  this  very  licensed  trade  !^  This  is 
the  consummation  of  folly  and  incohsistency. 

Reverse  the  pictore^-suppbse  yoUt  vessels  con- 
demned in  English  p6rtsfoi^  having  touched  a^  a 
French  port,  or  having  been  searched  by^  French 
cruiser.  The  proceeds  poured  into  the  coffers  of 
the  British  Exchequer  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
millions.  The  British  Ministry  mock  you  whh 
a  nominal  revocation  of  their  Orders  in  Council, 
substituting  some  contrivance  that  answers  the 
same  cod.  Your  diplomatic  puppet  gathers  cour<» 
age  to  ask  for  the  plundered  jproperty -of  our  citi- 
zens. He  is  told,  with  true  French  nonchalance, 
^  Why,  as  to  that  affair,  it  is 'to  be  settled  by  the 
law  of  reprisal."  What  would  you.  say7  Sir, 
you  are  laughed  at  as  idiots,- for  expecting^  the 
restoration  ^  thirty  millions  from  th^  grasp  of  a 
foreign  Power — and  that  power  France!  Yoir 
may  as  well  go  to  Algiers  to  lool^  for  the  money. 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  having  attempted  to. describe 
the  aggressions  of  France  fn  1798  and  1799, 
when  the  Renublicans  refused  to  go  to  war  with 
her,  he  would  now  advert  to  injuries  of  a  later 
date,  and  he  challenged  a  comparison  of  them 
with  those  6f  any  nation  nnder  the  som.  ^ 

In  the  year  |1800,  a  treaty  was  negotiated  by 
Mr.  Davie,  and  other  Commissioners  ^ppoihted 
by  Mr.  Adams,  "with  the  present  ruler  of  the 
French  Empire.  This  treaty,  .signed  by  Bona- 
parte's own  handy  was  ratified  by  the  late  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  Jefferson)  and  the  Senate,  the  sncceed- 
inff  year. 

The  third  article  provides  for  the  mutual  res- 
toration of  the  public  ships^  taken  during  the  ex- 
istence of  hostilities  between  the  two  contHicting 
parties : 

The  fourth  for  the  restoration  of  property  cap- 
tured (in  actual  war)  and  not  definitively  con- 
demned : 

The  sixth  declares  ^that  commerce  between 
the  parties  shall  be  free."  The  subsequent  con- 
duct of  the  French  Government  is  a  suitable 
ommentary  on   this  text— *<  free."     This  was 


French  freedom,  he  anpposed.  Bat  hear  the  8tk 
article : 

'*^To  favor  ^mmerce  on  botii  sides,  it  i^  agfatd, 
that,  if  in  ease  a  war.  should  break  oat  between  tke 
two  nations,  which  God  forbid !  the  term  of  six  montltt 
after  the  dc^aration  of  war  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
merchants  and  other  cititens,  and  inhabitants  respect- 
ively, on  4he  one  side  and  the  other,  during  wh^di  time 
th^  shall  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  themselves,  with 
their  efiects  and  moveables,  which  they  shall  be  at  lib- 
erty to  carry,  send  away  or  sell,  as  .they  please,  with- 
out tfie^  least  obstruction. '  Nor  shall  their  effects, 
mlich  less  their  persons,  be  seized,  durhig  such  term 
of  six  months.  On  the  contrary,  passports,  which 
shall  be  valid'  for  a  time .  necessary  for  their  retsm, 
shall  be  given  to  them  for  their  vessels,  and  tbe  efiects 
which  they  shaU  be  willing  to  send  away  or  carry  with 
them;  and  such  passports  shall  be  a  safe  conduct 
against  alt  rnsults  and  priies  whldi  privateers  niy 
attempt  against  their  psrsans  iand-effscts.  And  if  any 
thing  be  taken  from  them,  or  any  iiyury  done  to  them 
or  their  effircta,  by  one  ef  the  parties,  their  citizeoa  or 
inhabitants,  within  the  term. above  prescribed,  faU  ist- 
is&ction  shall  be  made  to  them  on  that  account" 

And  yet,  sir,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace;  in 
the  face  pf  this  solemn  stipulation ;  in  tbe  teeth 
of  this  treaty,  signed  by  liis  own^iand,  when  the 
imperial  ruler  of  France  himself  could  not  insin- 
Ufite  that  we  bad  infringed  one  iota  ofit,hadoar 
merchants  been  decoyed  into  his  ports^  rbbbed, 
incarcerated,  treated  with  every  species  of  coaj 
lumeiy  and  disgrace,  in  a  mann^  in  which,  had 
we  been,  at  open  war  with  France,  he  was  not  at 
Hberty  to  tr^at  them -until  after  a  fair  notice  of 
six  months.  In  Bordeaux,  Antwerp,  Amster- 
dam— in  every  port  under  the  aoatrol  of  France— 
not  forgetting  TSfaples,-  the  kingdom  of  Joachim 
Murat — ther^  had  been  one  uninterrupted  scene 
of  American  plunder.  In  private  life,  there  was 
a  description  of  men  .so, flagitious,  so  DOtoriona 
for  the  disregard  of  every  principle  of  moxa»it]r, 
honor,  and  -religion,  as  to  be  considered  pri^/' 
le^ed  to  do  and  to  say  what  they  pleased  ;  and  in 
this  class  weaeemed  disposed  to  rank  the  present 
ruler  of  France,  tie  stood  absolved  from  all  the 
obligations  which,  ara  binding  on  other  men.  Pio 
act  of  turpitude,  or  ill  faith  from  him,  could  ex- 
cite any  emotion  or  surprise;  it  was  oyerlooked 
as  a  maiter  of  course. 

By  the  Article  13th.  **  It  shall  be  lawfol  for  the  citi- 
zens of  either  country  to  sail  with  their  ships  and  awr* 
chandise  {contraband  goods -always  excepted)  fr^ 
any  port  whatever,  to  any  fort  of  the  enemy  of  the 
other,  and  to  aaii  and  trade  with  their  ships  and  mtr- 
chandise.  with  perfect  security  and  liberty,  from  the 
coilintries,  ports,  and  places,  of  those  who  are  the  ene- 
mies of  both,  or  of  .either  party,  without  any  opposi- 
tion or  disturbance  whatsoever ;  and  to  pass  not  only 
directly  from  the  places  an4  ports  of  the  enemy  afore- 
mentioned, to  neutral  ports  and  places,  but  also  from 
one  place  belonging  to  an  enemy  to  another  pla^ 
belonging  to  an  epemy,  whether  they  be  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  same  Power,  or  under  the  severs! ; 
unless  such  ports  or  places  shall  be  actually  bbcksded, 
besieged,  or  invested. 

**  Article  14th.  It  is  hereby  stipulated  that  free  sbipi 
shaH  give  a  freedom  to  goods,  and  that  everytlihig 
ahaU  be  daemed  to  be  free  and  exempt  which  shall  ^ 
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iMind  on  bMird  tlie  ihipB  belonging  to  (he  citizens  of 
either  of  the  eontrecting  {Gerties,  idtboug^  the  whole 
teduigy  or  any  part  thereof,  should  appertain  to  the 
•nenies  of  either,  oontraband  goods  being  always  ex- 
eeptod." 

Under  this  article  bar  ships  hare  been  burat^ 
and  sunk  on  the  high  seas,  in  the  prosecntion  of 
their  lawfnl  trade. 

''Article  17.  And  that  captures  on  light  suspicions 
may  be  aToided,  and  injuries  thence  arising  prevented , 
it  is  agreed  that  when  one  piuty  shall  be  engaged  in 
war,  and  the  other  party  be  neuter,  the  ships  of  the 
neutral  party  shaH  be  furnished  with  passports  simitar 
to  that  described  in  the  fourth  article,  that  it  may  ap- 
pear thereby  that  the  ships  really  belong  to  the  citi- 
lans  of  the  neutral  pfrty ;  they  shall  be  valid  for  any 
nnmber  oC  vey^es,  but  shall  be  renewed  every  year— 
that  is,  if  the  ship  happeps  to  return  home  in  the  space 
of  a  year.  If  the  ships  are  laden,  they  shall  be  pro- 
Tided  not  only  with  the  passports  aboyementioned,  out 
also  with  certificates  similar  to  those  described  in  the 
same  Arbeit,  so  that  it  may  be  known  whether  they 
carrj  any  contraband  goods.  No  other  paper  shall  be 
required,  any  usage  or  ordinance  to  the  contrary  net- 
withstanding.  Ahd  if  it  shall  not  appear  fi'om  the  said 
certificates  that  there  are  contraband  goods  On  boaM 
any  such  ship,  and  the  commander  of  the  same  shall 
oflEer  to  deliver  them  up,  the  ofier  shall  be  accepted, 
and  the  ship  shaH  be  at  liberty  to  porsUe  its  voyage, 
unless  the  q^nantity  of  contraband  goods  be  greater 
than  can  conveniently  be  received  6n  board  the  ship 
of  war,  or  privateer,  in  which  case  the  ship, may  be 
euTwd  uato  port  §9t  the  delivery  of  the  same.'' 

Ai^icfe  18.  Regulates  the  cnanner  of  search, 
"for  the  avoidaDce  of  disorder  and  abuse.^' 

But  whf  recite  these  stipulations,  when  our 
Minister  at  Paris  had  been  compelled  to  state  to 
the  French  Qorernnient,  "that  to  appeal  to  our 
solemn  treaty  with  the  ruler  of  Prance,  or  to  the 
laws  of  nations,"  which  are  the  principles  of  eter- 
nal Justice  and  truth,  "  would  be  Uterally  to  ap- 
peal to  the  dead."  And  yet,VithaU  this  glaring 
testimony  of  French  perfidy,  injustice,  injury, 
and  insult,  we  hear  of  pledges  to  France,-  of  de- 
sizoatiog  our  enemy,  and  that  enemy  not  France. 
Sit,  if  you  go  to  war  it  wilt  not  be  for  the  pro- 
tection of,  or  defence  of  your  maritime  rights, 
dentlemen  from  the  North  ^have  been  tflik^n  up 
to  some  high  mountain  and  shown  all  the  king- 
doms of  the  earth ;  and  Canadh  seems  temptioe 
IB  their  sight.  That  rich  vein  of  Qennesee  land, 
which  is  said  to  be  even  better  on  the  other  side 
of  the  lake  than  on  rhis.i/Agrarian  cupidity,  not 
maritime  right,  urges  the' war.  £?er  since  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign'  Relations 
came  into  the  Hou^e,  we  have  heard  but  one  word 
— like  the  whip-poor-will,  but  one  eternal  moaot- 
onoos  tone — Canada!  Canada!  Canada!  Not  a 
syllable  about  Halifax,  which  unquestionably 
snould  be  our  great  object  in  a  war  fur  maritime 
security.  It  is  to  acquire  a  preponderfng  northern 
Influence,  that  you  are  to  launch  into  War.x>^  For 
mirposes  of  maritime  safety,  the  barren  rocks  of 
Bermuda  were  worth  more  to  us  than  all  the 
de^ru  through  which  Hearne  and  McKenzie  had 
pmhed  their  adventurous  researches.  Since  this 
great  bomb,  the  report  of  the  Committee,  had 


burst  upon  the  House,  Mr.  R.  had  been  anxiously 
waiting  for  some  great  political  or  military  pro* 
jector  to  point  out  a  way  by  which  we  could  get 
at  Halifax,  or  even  at  Cluebec.  He  had  seen  and 
heard  nothing  that  indicated  a  tolerably  correct 
information  of  the  subject.  Whilst  England 
maintained  the  mastery  of  the  seas,  and  could 
throw  supplies  into  them  at  pleasure,  he  supposed 
they  were  .to  be  starved  out.  He  was  forcibly 
reminded  of  a  ludicrous  caricature,  published  soon 
after'  the  siege  of  Gibraltar.  That  fortress  was 
represented  to  lie  in  the  moon — and  whilst  the 
Duke  de  Crillon  ^as  making  passes  at  it  with 
a  smalt  swo^d,  Don  Ctuixote,  on  his  Rosinante, 
with  Sancho  (the  best  and  most  honest  Gk>vernor 
of  whom  he  had  ever  heard)  mounted  on  Dapple, 
at  his  back,  exclaimed,  with  true  Castilian  grav- 
ity to  his  trusty  squire,  "  we'll  starve  them  out 
Sancho !"  This  titbU^  Canada,  which  had  in- 
flamed the  cupidity  of  northern  contractors,^  made 
us  f6rget  the  disturbances  among  our  savage 
neighbors — the  hostilities  committed  or  meditated 
along  Qur  whole  northwestern  and  southern  fron- 
tier.- Symptoms  of  discontent  were  manifesting 
themselves  among  the  Creeks — in  the  State  of 
Georgia.  As  to  Louisiana,  he  did  not  consider 
it  as  an  integral  part  of  the  United  States.  We 
had  bought  it  and  might  sell  it— he  felt  himself 
as  much  at  liberty  to  sell  it  as  to  dispose  of  his 
own  slaves,  if  we  were  to  have  war,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  for  something  of  greater  national 
benefit  than  to  enrich  the  commissaries  and  con- 
tractors from  Michillimackinae  to  Niagara  and 
Frontignac. 

He  repelled  the  charge  of  avarice  made  against 
the  opponents  of  the  present  measure.  Avarice, 
although  the  most  sordid  and  degrading  vice  of 
tire  individual  charadter,  was  one  of  the  first  vir- 
tues of  a  staiesman.  To  husband  the  public  rev- 
enues,  to  ease  the  public  burdens,  where  consistent 
With  the  public  interest,  was  one  of  the  cardinal 
duties  of  a  yrise  or  beneficent  Government.  He 
extolled  the  avarice  of  Blizabeth  and  her  Bur- 
leigh and  Walsingharo,  and  that  of  Frederick  the 
Great,  which,  aided  by  his  genius,  enahled  him  to 
build  up  a  first  rate  power  in  Europe— to  make 
a  Prussia.  He  conlpared  the  parsimony  of  these 
great  Sovcrergns  and  Ministers,  with  the  profu- 
sion and  prodigality  that  had  overthrown  the  mon- 
archy of^  the  Bourbons.  We  had  been  told  of 
honor  in  one  scale,  and  dollars  and  cents  in  the 
other — of  cold  Cateulators— the  calculators  were 
on  the  other  side.  They  begin  at  home.  Their 
generosity  i?  not  misapplied.  They  were  reck- 
oning up  the  portion  of  those  very  dollars  and 
cents  that  might  falf  to  their  share.  Seekers 
after  commissions,  embryo  oolonels.and  generals, 
contractors,  commissaries,  and  the  whole  tribe  of 
leeches  that  fasten  on  the  public  purse — these 
were  the  tme  calculators.  His  friend  from  North 
Carolina,  and  himself  were  calculating  pro  bono 
publico  s  to  sav€  the  people's  money,  hot  to  share 
it.  This  was^  the  character  of  their  avarice.  It 
was  not  of  that  description  which  views  with 
equal  eye,  ^the  public  million  and  the  private 
groat.'* 
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Mr.  Randolph  returned  bi»  tbanks  to  Mr. 
Johnson  aod  Mr.  Wright  for  the  courtesy  and 
urbanhy  with  which  ihev  had  conducted  the  den 
bate.  He  said,  although  he  felt  no  sort  of  delicacy 
towards  General  Wilkinson,  ye^,  in  deference  to 
the  feelings  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Wright,  )  who,  thinJting  of  that  person  as  he  did, 
had  displayed  much  liberality  towards.  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph— he  should  forbear  the  unnecessary  ex- 
pression of  opinions  which  wbunde()  a  gentleman 
professing  to  be  the  personal  friend  of  General 
Wilkinson,  and  siilcerely  believing  him  innocent. 
Yet  he  must  not  be  UDderst9od  as  modifying  the 
opinions,  which  he  had  heretofore  expressed  of 
that. man,  who  waji'  sometimes  9iylied  ibe  Gom*- 
mander-tn-Chief.  He  had  been  compelled  to 
wade  through  a  mass  of  testimony  respecting 
him,  among  which  that  of  the  General  himself 
was  not  the  least  conclusive,  which  left  no  moire 
doubt  on  his  mind  as  to  hfs  real  character,  than 
he  had  of  the  being  of  a  Qod — and  he  must  re- 
pounce  his.  reason  l^fore  his  convection  on  either 
subject  could  be  shaken.  The  public  sentiment 
had  pronounced  an  iirevfrsible  sentence,  that  no 
mock  tribunal  could  affect.  ^       ^ 

Mr.'R.  said,  that  he  had  been  misapprehended 
by  the  (gentleman  from  Kentucky,  f  Mr.  John- 
son.) While  he  held  himself  utterly  irrespon- 
sible for  sentiments  ascribed  to  him  in  the  public 
i)rints,  where  it  was  hard  to  tell  whether  his 
anguage  or  his  meaning  was  more  perverted  and 
mutilated,  he.  should  be  sorry  to  be  misunder- 
stood by  a  gentleman  on  that  nooi[,  vrh9  had  con- 
ducted himself  in  debate  with  so  much  liberality 
toward  his  adversary  as  that 'gentleman  dad  dis- 
played. Mr.  R.  had  never  said,  that  on  an  ex- 
plicit requisition  of  troops,  by  the  Executive,  he 
WQuld  vote  the  number  required.  He  iiad  said/ 
that  if  the  Executive,  whp  was  charged  with  tl^e 
public  defence,  should  declare  to  that  Hpuse  that 
this  force  was  necessary  ta  enable  tf  im  to  extend 
that  protection  over  the  United  States  and  iheir 
dominions^  which  it  was  his  duty  tp  see  afforded) 
for  instance,  to  garrison. New  Orleans  against 
meditated  attack  3  to  guardagainst  apprehended 
danger  from  our  savage  neighbors,  or  from  any 
formidable  European  Powert^it  would  be  witn 
g^eat  distrust  of  nis  own  judgment  and  Informa- 
tion if  he  refused  the  grant. 

He  had  asked  for  proof  of  British  connexion 
with  the  late  tnassacre;  he  had  been  answered  by 
one  gentleman,  "I  have  no  doUbl  of  it ;"  while 
another  had  attempted  to  show,  from  the  history 
of  our  late  war,  (what  no  man  ever  denied;,)  that 
the  Government  of  England  was  capable  ol  su,9h 
an  act.  He  foresaw  that  he  should  have  to  post- 
pone his  trip  to  Canada.  He  had  asked  for  proof 
of  the  savages  having  been  instigated  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  or  its  agents,  and  he  hacl.beoB 
told  of  the  trade  of  the  Northwest  Company. 
Was  that  any  novelty  1  Mi^ht  we  not  as  well 
charge  ourselves  with  a  participation  in  the  aet, 
because  we  had  furnished  them  with  similar  arti- 
cles 7  Was  the  Northwest  Company  the  British 
Government  ?  Was  it  in  any  degree  under  the 
control  of  that  Ministry  ?    In  fact,  since  the  non- 


if^portation  act,  bad  not  oit^  agents  been  obliged 
to  wink  at  a  smusi^ling  trade  by  that  concern,  in 
order  that  thf  Indians  might  be  furnished  with 
artioles  which,  we  could  no  longer  supply  ?  As  to 
the  question  whether  4he'  British  Ministry  were 
capable  of  such  an  act  ?  thicre  was  nothing  too 
mean,  too  vile^  too  infamous  for  Governments  to 
do.  The  veteran  politician  was  unsusceptible  of 
friendship  or  enmity ',  he  simulated  the  one  or 
the  other,  jUst  as  it  suited  bis  own  indtTidual 
interest,  his  own  cEooked  schemes  and  plans  of  ad- 
vancen^ent,  to  which  he  made  every  other  consid- 
eration bend. 

The  gedtleman  from  Maryland  had  expressed 
surprise  at  Mir.  Randolph^  manner  o(  speaking 
of  our  oi;igin  from  an  English  stock.  Could  that 
gentleman  repose  his  head  upon  his  pillow  with- 
out returningthanks  to  God  t  bat  be  was  descended 
from  English  pai^enta^  ?  Whence  butfnatnthat 
origin  came  all  the  blessings  of  life,  so  far  as  politi- 
cal privileges  are  eoncernejd  1 ,  To  what  is  it  ow- 
ing that  we  are  at  this  moment  deliberating  under 
the  forms  of  a  free  representative  Government? 
Suppose  we  had  been  colonies  of  any  other  Eu- 
regean  nation — compare  our  condition  with  that 
of  the  Spanish,  ^Portiiguese,  or  French  settle- 
ments i ii  America  ?  To  what  was  our  superioritjr 
owing?  .  To  our  Anglo-Saxon  race.  Suppose  we 
had  descended*  from  those  nations — from  the  last, 
especial! V,  whie^  stood '  self-eondemned,  on  her 
own  confession,  as  Incapable  of  free  GoremoMnt, 
hogging  her  cliains,  glorying  in  her  shanae,  prid- 
ing^erself  in  the.^lave^s  (ast  poor  distinction,  the 
splendor  of  her.tvrant  master  7  Had  we  sprung 
from  t^e  loins  of  Frenchmen,  (he  shuddered  at 
the  thought  i)  where  would  have  been  that  proud 
spirit  of  resistance  to -Ministerial  encroachment 
on  our  rights  and  liberties,  which  achiev^  oar 
independence  1  We  should  have  submitted  to  the 
tea  tax.  the  stamp  act,  and  the  whole  train  of 
Ghrenviile  and  North  istnisterial  oppression.  That 
which  we  lifted  our  hands  agsinst  in  determined 
scorn,  v^ould  haVe  been, deemed  an  indul^nce. 
Lopk  at  the  province  of  New  Spain,  or  Mexico,  as 
it  is,  not  with  strict  propriety,  called.  With  a  phys- 
ical force  greatly,  superior  to  ours  in  1776,  she  had 
Aot  daredjo  burst  th&  chains  of  Spanish  despotism, 
divided.  Weakened,  almost  ejctinct  as  was  the 
Spanish  monarchy.  Mr.  R^  adverted  to  l»i»^ 
cal  doctxmejlts  to  sho^  ^hat  America  ought  to  be 
proud  of  her  Anglo-Saxoa  descent.  We  were 
vastly  particular  about  the  hreed  of  our  horses, 
cattle,  and  sheep,  but  careless  of  the  breed  of  hu- 
man nature.  And  yet  to  our  Anglo-Saxon  orii^in 
we  awed,  our  resistance  to  British  tyranny.  Who 
were  the  members  of  the  first  Congress  1  From 
Massachusetts,  Samuel  Adams,  and  t'other  Adams 
too,)  Robert  Treat  Paine,  not  Tom.  From  Con- 
necticut, Roger  Sherman,  a  man  of  the  most  pro- 
found political  wisdom.  From  New  York,  James 
Duane,  John  Jay.  From  New  Jersey,  Willia«tt 
Livin^ton.  From  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Mif- 
flin. From  Delaware,  Caesar  Rodney,  Thomas 
McKean.  From  Maryland,  William  Paca.  From 
Virginia.  Peyton  Randolph,  George  Washington, 
Patrick  Henry,  Richard  Bland,  Edmund  Pendle- 
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on.  From  South  Carolina,  Henry  Middleton, 
fohn  Rutledge,  Christopher  Gadsden,  Edward 
Elutledge.  In  what  school  had  these  iUustrious 
tnea  formed  those  noble  principles  of  civil  liberty 
asserted  by  their  eloquence  and  maintained  by 
iheir  arms?  Among  tlxe  grievances  stated Jn 
their  remonstrance  to  the  King,  a  ''standing 
irmy"  met  us  at  the  threshold.  It  was  curious 
to  see  in  that  list  of  wrongs,  so  many  that  had 
since  lieen  self-iofiicted  by  us. 

"Tbe  authority  of  Uie  Commander-in^Chie^  and 
under  hiin,  the  Brigadier  General,  has,  in  time  of 
peace*  been  rendered  supreme  in  aU  the  civil  govern- 
ments in  America.'' 

Here,  indeed,  only  in  one, 

"The  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  your  Majesty's 
forces  in  North  America,  has,  in  time  of  peace,  been 
appointed  Governor  of  a  Colony," 

The  same  case  had  happened  here  in  the  ap- 
poiotment  of.  General  WilkinsoD  to  the  govern- 
meot  o(  Louisiana. 

**  Tha  charges  of  oinal  offices  hafe  been  greatly  in- 
creased; and  new,  expensive,  and  oppressive  offices, 
have  been  multiplied." 

The  same  case  now. 

"  The  officers  of  the  customs  are  empowered  to  break 
open  and  enter  houses,  without  the  authority  of  any 
civil  magistrate,  founded  on  legal  information." 

This  power,  too,  has  been  exercised  here. 

**  HvmMe  and  reasonable  petitions,  from  the  Repre- 
ssBtetives  of  the  people,  have^been  fruitless." 

How  does  this  apply  to  the  petitidns  from  oar 
conrmereial  towns,  some  of  which  were  refused 
reference  or  consideratfon?  ^ 

<«  Commerce  has  been  burdened  with  many  useless 
and  oppressive  restrictions."  n 

In  this  we  had  not  been  behindhand  with  Lord 
North  himself. 

"  In  the  last  session  of  Pariiament,  an  act  was  parsed 
for  hlodung  up  the  harbor  of  Boston." 

We  have  blocked  up  every  port  from  Maine  to. 
Georgia.  These  sreat  men  never  anticipated  the 
tiioe  when  our  wnole  coast  should  be  under  the 
paper  blockade  of  embargo  laws;  whent&ese 
should  be  considered  as  tHe  les^itimate  exercise  of 
OQT  restrictive  energies^  they  never  dreamed  of 
such  oppreesioos.  •       .  • 

«*£j[len&g  the  limits  of  Quebec,  abolishing  the 
£og]ish  and  restoring  the  French  laws,  whereby  great 
juimbers  of  British  freemen  are  subjected  to  the  latter, 
and  establishing  an  absolute  Government,  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  throughout  those  vast  regions 
that  border  on  the  westerly  and  northerly  boundaries 
of  the  free,  Protestant,  English  settlements," 

These  truly  great  and  wise  men  were  not  incfif- 
ferent  to  the  interests  of  religion.  They  knew 
and  felt  that  it  was  the  basis  of  all  that  was  yal- 
oable  in  the  human  character,  that  society  and 
Government  could  not  exist  without  it.  They 
had  not  had  the  benefit  of  "  The  Age  of  Rea- 
son," nor  even  of  "  The  Rights  of  Man." 

«  Frem  this  destructive  system  of  Colony  adminis- 
tntiaa,  adopted  since  the  oonchision  of  the  late  war, 
have  flowed  those  distreeses,  dangers,  fears,  and  jeal- 


ousies, that  overwhelm  your  Majesty's  colonies  with 
affliction ;  and  we  defy  our  most  subtle  and  inveterate 
enemies  to  trace  the  unhappy  differences  between 
Great  Britain  and  these  colonies,  from  an  earlier  pe- 
riod, or  from  other  causes  than  we  have  assigned. 
Had  they  proceeded  on  our  part  from  a  restless  levity 
of  temper,  unjust  impulses  of  ambition,  or  artful  sug- 
gestions of  seditious  persons,  we  should  merit  the  op- 
probrious terms  frequently  bestowed  upon  us  by  those 
we  revere.  But  so.  far  from  promoting  innovations, 
we  have  only  opposed  them ;  and  can  be  charged  with 
no  offence,  nivless  it  be  one  to  receive  injuries,  and  be 
sensible  of  them.. 

*'  Had  our  Creator  been  pleased  to  give  us  existence 
in  a  land  of  slavery,  the  sense  of  our  condition  might 
have  been  mitigated  by  ignorance  and  habit  But, 
thanks  to  his  adorable  goodness,  we  wore  born  the 
heirs  of  freedom,"  &c 

"  The  apprehension  of  b^ing  degraded  into  a  stat/B 
of  servitD^e,  from  the  pro-eminent  rank  of  English 
freemen,  while  our  minds  retain  the  strongest  love  oi 
liberty,  and  clearly  foresee  the  miseries  preparing  for 
us  and  our  posterity,  excites  emotions  in  our  breasts, 
which,  though  we  cannot  describe,  we  should  not  wish 
to  conceal." 

Mr.  R.  also  read  an  extraet  showing  Doctor 
Franklin's  opinion  as  to  the  state  of  the  colonies 
previous  to  the  troubles  of  the  stamp  act.  That 
wise  man  had  explicitly  declared  that  ours  was 
the  only  instance  of  an  extensive  empire  in  which 
the  remote  provinces  werb  as  well  ffoverned  as 
the  metropolis  and  its;  vicinity.  The  question 
was  not  whether  we  should  continue  in  our  happy 
situation,  previous  to  the  British  attempts  to  tax 
us  without  our  consent,  (for  better,  he  allowed, 
we  could  never  expect  to  be,)  but  whether  we 
should  giv^'up  that  enviable  condition  without  a 
struggle.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
must  excuse  him  if  he  preferred  the  authority  of 
Dr. Franklio,audofthese  authors  pf  our  independ- 
ence, to  his  own  (Mr.  Calhoun's  ;}  in  this  school, 
at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  he  had  studied  his  politi- 
cal principles. .  We  had  received  our  indelible 
character  of  freemen  from  our  Anglo  Saxon  de- 
scenL  Spruns;  from  the  Loins  of  Spaniards,  Por- 
tuguese^ ond  Ii'renchmen !  what  should  we  have 
known  of  representative  Qovernment,  of  jury 
trial,  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus^ 
the  palladium  of  liberty  itself? 

But  he  had  been  guilty  of  estimating  the  re- 
sources of  the  adversary  against  whom  we  were 
about  to  contend,  and  our  own  capacity  to  main- 
tain the  war  for  any  beneficial  result.  This  was 
the  first  instancein  which  he  had  heard  an  open 
contempt  of  all  calculation  as  to  the  means  of 
carrying  on  a  war,  or  the  strength  of  the  enemy, 
in  the  discussion  of  a  war  question.  He  augured 
nothing  good  from  such  rashness,  ^uch  ignorance 
of  the  first  principfes  of  politics,  of  the  element- 
ary knowledge  of  a  statesman.  Indeed,  he  had, 
in  the  course  of  the. debate,  with  this  exception, 
heard  nothing  that  had  not  before  been  said,  and 
better  said.  Mr.  R.  could  not,  out  of  deference 
to  ihose  gentlemen  who  feel  so  sensitive  an  antip- 
athy to  calculation,  forbear  progress! ngi;with  his 
dull,  dry  matters  of  fact,  although  they  were  so 
little  in  unison  with  the  flowing  speculations  of 
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the  day.  He  quoted  the  review  of  Pasley's  Essay 
on  the  British  Military  Policy.  (He  had  not  been 
able  to  procure  the  work  itself.)    • 

«  The  population  dpposed  to  n»  in  our  contest  with 
the  Emperor  of  the  French,  Captain  Pasley  estimates 
as  five  to  one,  and,  numerically  speaking,  he  is  per- 
haps sufficiently  accurate.  But ,  the  power  of  pro? 
dUcing  and  maintaining  armies  results  so  little  from 
mere  population,  that  previous  to  the  time  of  Francis 
I,  It  is  well  known  that  no  standing  army  wtfs  or  could 
be  maintained  in  Europe,  and  firooi  that  time  armies 
have  only  increased  with  increaiBing  civilization.  The 
cause  of  this-  is  not  obscure.  Millions  of  persons  may 
subsist  in  a  rude  state,  and  consume  the  produce  of 
the  soil,  without  acquiring  a  particle  of  that  kind  of 
power  which  contnbutes'  to-  fiie  maintenance  or  an 
army,  or  to  any  other  national  object.  In  the  -feudal 
times»  imperfect  agriculture  and  the  want  of  roads 
scarcely  permitted  the  cultivators  to  dispose  of  a  sur- 
plus sufficient  to  furnish  money  contributions  for  the 
support  of  the  regal  and  baronial  cousts^  The  pro- 
gress of  civilization  taught  a  more  economical  and 
efiedtual  application  of  human  labpr ;  and  an  increase 
ing  number  of  persons  could  befed,  besides  those  who 
cultivated  the  land.  To  procure  their  share,  these 
tfuperflnoQs,  lookers-on  became  niannfi^urers,  whence 
arose,  in  the  natural  order  of  gradation,  trade^.  money, 
and  facility  of  taxation ;  and  it  is  in  reality  from  the  de- 
gree in  which  sdentific  or  skilfril  labor  exists  in  a 
country,  that  the  permanent  mamtenance  of  armies  is 
to  be  calculated.  In  a  ruder  state  of  things  nothing 
can  be  furnished  beyond  the  i^w  material — untutored  ^ 
man. 

**  The  real  inquiry  for  our  purpose  therefore  is,  the 
quantity  of  machinery,  pf  scientific  labor,  and  of  the 
means  of  employing  both,  exisUng  in  England,  as  com- 
pared with  the  same  resources  in  the  dominions  of 
Bonaparte.  A  difierence  in  our  favor  all  will  allow, 
because  if  both  had  remained  stationary  since  the 
commencment  of  the  war,  our  superiority  was  evident 
from  the  vent  of  "^our  manufactured  goods,  on  the  Con- 
tinent, and  that  too  in  despite  of  the  higher  price  paid' 
in  England  for  labor  to  each  individual  workman. 
And  what  has  happened  since  the  commencement  of 
the  warl  Except  those  ornamental  manu&ctnres 
which  are  maintained,  not  by  ptofit,  but  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Goremment,  ih>m  motives  of  Tantty  or  policyV 
all  manufactore  in  France  is  extmct,  or  nearly,  bo. 
Over  the  rest  of  the  Continent  war  has  ocoMoned  a 
desolatioa  unparalleled  since  the  en^tioa  or  the  Bar- 
barians; And  war  contributions  have  annihilated. Che 
visible  capital  of  the  manufacturer,  and  therewith,  of 
course,  all  his  exertions.  This  we  may  conclude  with- 
out fear  of  error  from  the  otherwise  unaccountable  and 
incredible  avidity  with  which  English  goods  are  pur- 
chased even  in  increased  quantities,  though  at  a  price 
proportioned  to  the  danger  of  hazarding  the  vefigeance 
of  the  laws,  if  they  may  be  so  called,  which  have  been 
made  for  their  exclusion. 

"  The  prosperous  application  of  large  capital  we  have 
daily  opportunity  of^  seeing.  In  one  place,  a  large 
steam  engine  performs  the  manual  labor  of  five  hun- 
dred able  men ;  in  another  place,  a  cotton  mill  works 
with'  all  the  delicacy  of  five  hundred  skilful  arti- 
sans ;  and  a  thousand  men  may  thus  be  marched  to 
the  army  without  national  loss.  In  machinery  less 
striking  than  these  popular  instances,  no  less  progress 
has  been  made.  For  instance,  agricultural  instruments 
employed  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  persons,  mas- 


ters and  workmen,  in  London,  twenty  Tears  ago—now 
upwards  of  two  thousand  are  engaged^  in  this  maaa- 
facture ;  but  this  increase  in  their  number'is  accom- 
panied by  the  discharge  of  thousands  and  tens  of  thoa* 
sands  from  manual  labor ;  and  so  proportionally  has 
machinery  lent  aid  to  all  the  other  trades  and  callingB. 
CoH)perating  with  machinery,  jit  advancing  our  na* 
tional  power,  is  Obviously  the  division  of  taW;  the 
efieet  of  which,  having  been  so  ably  examined  and 
stated,  as  to  have  become  an  undiluted  principle,  baa 
only  been  mentioned  in  tlus  place,  test  we  should  leem 
to  forget  that  it  has  conspicuously  increased  in  the  lait 
ten  years;  •  ^ 

.  "  The  following^  statement  of  our  effective  foroei, 
including  officers,  at  the  close  of  the  last  year,  will  be 
at  once  satisfactory  to  our  readers,  and  useful  to  our 
argument  Our  regular  cavalry  appears,  from  the  aa- 
thentic  retunis,  to  have  been,  on  the.25th  of  December 
last,  ^1,375.  Our  regiilar  infantry,  including  the  for- 
eign and  colonial  corps,  911,574.  The  artillery,  hone, 
and  foot,  29,346,  making  in  all,  of  legukr  land  fbrcei, 
265,395  men.  The  vote  for  seamen  and  marineawaa, 
in  1810,  incre.ase«l  to  145;000 ;  and  it  was  stated  in 
F^hament  that  this  increased  vpte  was  jiecesssiy,  be- 
cause that  number  ware  actually  in  the  service.  The 
regular  militiarof  the  Empire  amounted  to  95,444,  and 
thus  we  haVe  a' total  actual  military  and  naval  force  of 
upwards  of  five  hundred  thousand  inen  ;  a  force  more 
•than  doujble  the  military  establishment  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  under  Augustus.  And  here  we  must  observe, 
that  the  measifre  of  interchanging  the  British  and  Irish 
militias,  the  most  important  and  beneficial  to  die  Em- 
pire, which  has  been  proposed  nnee  the  aaioo,  will 
have  the  e^Ssot,  in  addition  to  matny  other  and  grealer 
advantages,  of  increasing  our  actually  di^Msable  force 
by  nearly  16,000  or  20,C30  men,  the  number  of  regu- 
lar troops  which  it  has  hitherto  be«n  thought  expedient 
to  retain  in  Ireland,  anil  which  we  apprehend  m*y.l>J 
most  saffely  and  most  usefully  replaced  by  the  British 
militia. 

The  Ipcal  miKtia  of  Great  Britain,  which  assembled 
for  Exercise  at  the  last  inspection,  amounted  to  167,000. 
The  yolunteeia  in  Great  Britain,  are  52,000  infaatiy, 
and  18,000  cavalry.  In  Ireland,  67,000  infantry,  tad 
6,000  cavalryr-^  ^total  irregular  force  of  312,000. 

"  Thus,  in  the  whole,  we  pffer  to  the  world  the  proud 
and  commanding  spectacle  of  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty thousand  men  in  arms ;  and  this  has  been  accom* 
plished,  as  the  increased  comforts  of  all  classes  of  soci- 
ety Abundantly  prove,  without  any  unnatural  eiertion 
or  ruinous  expenditure  Of  mir  strangtfa.  To  ear  ene- 
my, every^ing  ia  opposite  \  and,  aoeordingly,  with  sB 
his  fivefold  superiority  of  population,  he  does  not,  ee^ 
tainly^  only  because  he  cannot,  maintain  many  ta^ 
troops  and  seamen  than  ouiseives,  eren  by  the  ssvl^ 
est  exactions  of  tyranny." 

He  asked  for  our  surplus  of  capital,  of  labor,  of 
population,  out  of  which  (except  in  the  pastoral 
state)  a  military  power  could  grow. 

It  had  been  asked,  why  was  the  country  on- 
prepared  for  defence  1  Was  he  expected  to  an- 
swer this  question  ?  The  Administration,  and 
their  overwhelming^  majorities,  must  answer  it. 
They  had  wantoned  in  the  plenitude  of  their 
power.  Who  could  say  them,  nay  ?  Was  it  Mr. 
Randolph's  fault,  that  the  gentleman  fVom  Sooth 
Carolina  had  never,  in  the  course  of  his  extensive 
experience,  heard  of  a  proposition  to  arm  th€ 
whole  body  of  the  militia?  which  had  been 
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dacnoed  with  a  faint  ap^^ropnation  of  two  Iiud* 
dred   thousaod  dollars,  whea  millioDs  were  lav- 
ished upon  miserable  oyster  boats.    The  Clerk  of 
the  Senate  could  not  forbear  a  sneer,  when  be 
read  the  title  of  the  bill,  at  the  recoUection-of  the 
means  to  enforce  it,    Mr.  R.  had  proposed  him- 
self an  aoDual  million  until  the  work  .sho^uld  be 
accomplished*    He  wouM  forever  stand  up  for 
the  militia.    It  was  not  in  the  scofik  of  the  epau- 
lette g^eotry,  who,  for  any  service  they  have  seen^ 
are  the  ravxMt  mUUia^  to  degrade  them  in  his 
eyes.     Who  were  they  ?    Ourselves-^he  coun- 
try.    Arm  them,  and.  you  are  safe,  beyond  the 
possibility  of  danger.  -  Yearly  did  .the  standing 
army  sWeep  off  the^  money,  while  the  militia  re- 
eeived  empty  praise.    He  would  rather  see  the 
thing  revers^.  But  there  will  forever  be  a  Court 
and  Country  party.    The  standing  army  is  the 
devoted  creature  of  the  Court.    It  mus^  forever 
be  eo.    Can  we  wx)nder  that  it  should  be  cher- 
ished by  its  master?    He  spoke  of  a' mercenary 
soldier,  in  terms  of  the  strongest  abhorreo'ce.    He 
would  ever  uphold  the  militia;  and  he  detested 
standing  armies,  as*  the  profligate  instruments  of 
despotism,  as  the  blood-hounds  of  h'eU.    They 
woald  support  any  and  every  existing  Govern- 
ment.    In  all  history,  he  reoMmbered  only  one 
instance  of  their  deserting  their  Gavernmeot  and 
taking  part  with  the  pepple ;  and  that  was  when 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  bad  Mbed  the  army  of  the 
last  of  the  Bourbon  Kings.    A  mercenary  soldier 
was  disgusting  to  our  senses;  was  odious  and  de- 
testable to  the  ere  of  reason,  republicanism,  and 
religion.     Yet,  that  '^  mere  machine  of  muVder,'' 
rnde  as  it  is,  was  the  roanttfacturer  of  all  the 
Csesars,  and  Cromwells,.and  Bonapartes,  of  the 
earth ;  consecrate^  by  a  people's  curse,  ndt  loud 
but  deep,  to  the  infernal  gods.    As  from  the  filth 
of  the  Icennel  and  common  sewer,  spre&d  the  pes- 
tilence that  carried  havoc  through  a  great  city, 
so  from  this  sqaalid,  outcast,  homeless  wretch, 
sprang  the  scourge  of  military  despotism.    And 
yet  we  were  told  that  there  was  no  danger  fronji 
an  army  of  30,000  or  40,000  irien.    With  5,000, 
Cssar  had  passed  the  Rubicon.    With  22,000, 
he  fought  the  battle  of  Pharsalia,  ^hich  rendered 
him  t^  master  of  th^  world.    To  come  tq  later 
'    time»-*what  number  had  Bonapa^e,  when,  de- 
I   sert^ng  his  companions  in  atms/he  teturned  a  sol- 
I   itary  logitive  from  fi^^ypt,  to  overturn  that  Gor- 
,    emoneni^  which,  if  it  had  possessed  one  particle  of 
tnerff,  if  it  had  been-  possible  for  the^civil  au- 
thority to  cope  with  military  power,  would  have 
cashiered  him  for  havin|^  ruined  one' of  the  best 
appointed  fleets  and  armies  that  ever  sailed  frpm 
a  Eoropean  port  1  Well  might  the  father  of  {po- 
litical wisdom  (Lord  Chatham)  say  to  the  Parlia« 
[    ment  of  England,  intrench  yourselves  iir  pai^h- 
ment  to  the  teeth,  the  sword  will  find  a  passage 
,    to  the  vitals  of  the  constitution."   As  good  a  Re- 
.   poblican   as  ever  sat  on    that   floor,  (Andrew 
.    Fletcher,  of  Saltouo,)  had  dissolved  bis  political 
,    frieadsnip  with  the  Earl  of  Sunderland,  when 
.    he  foand  him  supporting  an  army ;  and  the  event 
justified    his  sagacity*    Cromwell,  the  affected 
,    patioa  of  liberty,  always  encouraged  the  army. 


We  know  the  consequence.  It  was  a  fundament- 
al principle. of  free  Government  that  a  legisla- 
ture which  would  preserve  its  liberty  must  avoid 
that  caqker,  a  sisuiding  army.  Are  we  to  forget, 
as  chimerical,  ojLir  notions  of  this  institution, 
which  we  imbibed  from'our  very  cradles,  whicn 
are  iinprint^d  on  our  Bills  of  Rights  and  Constitu- 
tiohs,  which  we  avowed  under  the  reign  pf  John 
Adams  ?  Are  they  to  be  scourged  out  of  us  by 
the  hirch  of  the  unfledged  political  pedagogues  of 
the  day?  If  he  were  the  enemy  ol  this  (^vern- 
ment,  could  he  reconcile  it  to  nis  principles,  he 
would  follow  the  example  set  him  in  another 
quarter,  and  say  to. the  majority,  go  to  your  in*> 
eyitable  destruction  !  ^  He  likened  the  people  un- 
der this  joint  operation  of  the  two  parties,  Minis- 
terial and  Federal,  to  the  poor  client  between  two 
lawyers,  or  the  cloth  between  the  tailor's  shears. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  from  his  venerable  friend 
that. this  was  not  to  be  a. party  war.  When  the 
last  additional  force  bill  was  raised,  to  which  this 
was  aboiit  to  be  superadded,  it  was  an  indispen- 
sable preliminary  to  an  appointment,  to  sign,  or 
to  promise  to  sign,  the  thirty-nine  articles  of 
the  creed  of  the  reigning  political  church.  But 
now,  the 'political  millenium  was  at  hand — al- 
ready had  John.  Adams  and  Citizen  Genet  laid 
down,  like  the  ijon  and  the  lamb,  in  the  same 
fold.  And  if  they  were  not  joined  by  their  fel- 
Idw-laborer  in  Newgate,  it  was  his  keeper's  fault,, 
not  that  of  his  inclination.  Citizen  Genet^  now 
an  American  patriot  pf  the  first  order,  who  ex- 
tols ^^our  Washington  ;"  the  champion  of  the 
laws  ol  nations;  the  vindicator  of  American 
rights  against  foreign  (aiid,  of  course^  French) 
aggression !  ^  He  was  glad  to  hear  that  u  was  not 
to  be  a  war  for  the  protection  of  manufactures. 
To  domestic  manu/actures,  in  the  true  sense 
of  the  term,  he  had  always  been,  and  ever  should 
be,  a  friend ;  he  had  taken  a  pride  in  cloth- 
ing bitnself  in  them  until  it  was  attempted  to 
be  made  it  j^tplitioal  test.  He  abhorred  tests  of 
all  sorts,  political  and  religious,  and  never  would 
submit  to  them.  He  was  sick  of  this  cant 
of  patriotism,  which  extended  to  a  man's  victu- 
als, drink,  aind  clothes.  He  had,  from  a  sort  of 
obstinacy  that  belong  to  him,  laid  aside  the  ex* 
temal  use  of  theae  manulaetures;  but  he  was 
their  firm  friend,  -and  of  the  manufacturers  also.- 
They  were  aonew  things  to  him ;  no  Merino  hobby 
of  the  day ;  he  had  known  them  from  his  infancy. 
He  h&d  been  almost  tempted  to  believe,  from  the 
similarity  of  character  and  avocations,  that  Hec- 
toii'had  1^  Virginian  wiftf ;  that  Lacretia  herself-^ 
for  she  had  displayed  the  spirit  6f' a  Virginian 
matron— was  a  Virginian  lady.  Where  were 
they  found  ?  ,  Spinning  among  their  handmaids ! 
What  was  the  occupation  of  a  Virginian  wife — 
her  highest  ambition  1  To  attend  to  heir  domestic 
and  household  cares;  to  dispense  medicine  and 
food  to  the  sick ;  to  minister  to  the  comfort  of 
her  family,  her  servants,  and  her  poor  neighbors, 
where  she  had  any.  .  At  the  sight  of  such  a  wo- 
man, his  heart  bowed  down,  and  did  her  rever- 
ence. Compare  with  such  a  being  your  gad-a- 
botit  card-players.    Mr.  Randolph  said  that,  if 


Digitized  by 


Google 


543 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBS& 


544 


H.  OF  R. 


Foreign  Relation^, 


December,  181 1* 


the  Empress  dueen  had  presented  herself  decked 
in  the  spoils  of  a  ravaged  world,  at  the  late  exhi- 
bition, in  contrast  with  oor  American  matrons, 
bearing  the  triumphs' of  their  own  ingenuity  and 
industry,  we  should  hai:e  l6oked  upon  her,  i^nd 
all  her  splendor,  with  ^corn  and  contempt  in  our 
hearts,  although,  froni  politeness  t<>the  sex,, as 
gentlemen,  we  should  have  suppressed  'Ihe  sen- 
timent. 

Mr.  RAifDOLPB  adverted  to  our  siiuation  with 
the  Indians — to  the  symptotnsof  discontent  which 
bad  manifested  themselves  in  the  South,  as  well 
as  in  the  Northwest.  Wh^t  rai^ht  grow  oot-  of 
the  late,  occurrence  at  Savannah "?  Were  gen- 
tlemen prepared  to  say  ?  Was  this  a  time  for 
war?  **Bulwe  must  put  on  the  armdr  of  d,e- 
fence."  Was  that  armor  a  standing  arviy  7  Is 
that  the  natural  defence  of  this- country?  Wq 
betide  us,  if  such  be  thB  fact.  Bred  np  in  the 
school  of  the  Revolution,  he  could  not  be  ugmind*- 
ful  of  the  consequences  of  that  war.  In  resrst- 
ance  to  British  tyranny,  we  had  been  driven' to 
the  use  of  ineans  that  nothing  but  dir^  necessity 
could  excuse — means  so  disgra6eful  and  injurious 
that  the  Constitution  of  1787  had  wisely  prohib- 
ited a  future  resort  to  them.  By  our  paper  money 
and  tender  acts ;  by  arbitrary  impressments  and 
privations  of  property,  without  semblance  of 
equivalent  ^  by  acts  of  violence  and  confusion, 
inseparable,  pejrhaps,  from  our  situation,  the  tone 
of  public  morals  had  received  a  rude  shock.  His 
worthy  colleague  (Mr.  Nelson)  net?ded  dot  to 
be  reminded  of  the  operation  of  the  kgftl  tender 
of  worthless  paper  ia  discharge  of  2)ona^c(e  debts.' 
His  noble  father  (General  NdsolEi)  had  sacrificed 
a  princely  fortune  »t  the  shrine  of  patriotism*  His 
was  the  old  fashioned  patTioti$m  that  spent j  not 
made^  monejr,  in  his  country^s  service — not  the 
patriotism  or  this,  our  day— the  patriotism  of  of- 
fice-seekiiig,  of  contracting,  andoommissarying-^ 
the^patrioUsm  thatquarteps  ti  man's  whole  fam- 
ily upon  the  public.  By  these  acts* of  public  rob- 
bery, (for  they  were  no  less,)  the  public  morals 
had  been  tainted.  To  it  had  ^succeeded  the  cor- 
ruptions of  the  fundljng  system— 4i^  necessary  con- 
sequence of  providing  for  a  debt^  whfch^tbe  pub- 
lic beggary  had  caused  to  seti  iaopen  market,^ 
a  discount  of  eighty-seven  and.  a  half  peiP  ceot. ! 
But,  in  this  operation,  tbe  harpies  of  speculation 
might  plead  that  they  bad  |not  actually  cheated 
the  poor  sQldier ;  that  they  praxstised  no^ot^ 
upon  him;  that  he  sold,.and  they  "bought,  with 
their  eyes  open ;  that  they  only- took  adtai^tage 
of  his  necessities — as  yet^  they  kept  within  the 
letter  of  tlfe  law.  A  step  further  wais*  made  in 
the  path  of  iniquity.  Actual  swindling  now 
commenced.  The  naked  granite  of  eur  moun- 
tains was  passed  off,  with  decorations  of  imagi- 
nary corner  trees  of  buck-eye  and  walnut,  for  fer- 
tile plains.  A  ^ene  of  depredation  the  most 
bare-faced  and  infampus  ensued.  Our  name  had 
become  a  by-word  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
Nothing  was  wanting  to  give  the  finishing  blow 
to  our  character,  to  top  the  apex,  but  predatory 
war.  Not  a  war  for  our  homes  and  fire-sides — a 
war  that  might  generate,  or  call  forth  manly  and 


honorable  sentiment — but,  a  "war  of  rapioe.  of 
privateering,  a  scuffle  atid  scramble  for  plunder; 
when,  like  the  duckers  on  the  Potomac,  we  should 
calculate  at  every  discharge,  ^  so  much  powder 
and  shot  for  so  much  game.'' 

There  w&s  one  observation  of  his  eloquent  col- 
league that  cduld  not  be  too  often  or  too  strongly 
en^rced.  That  this  war  must  eventuate  in  a 
French  alliance.  We  mu&t  carry  our  prizes  (if 
we  took  any)  into  fi^renci^ ports  forcondenination 
^nd  sale.  Our  vessels  must  seek  a  irefuge  there 
from  pursuit,  or  to  refit.  ^We  must  come  into 
contact  upon,  so  many  points,  as  common  ene- 
mies to  England,  that  our  teioporary  disgust  aia 
French  alliance  would  wear  on. 

If  in  177^y  when  the  man  who  covered  the  re- 
tt-eat  of  th^  miserable  remnant  of  Braddock's 
ar'mv.'frotn  the  scali^ing  khives  and  tomahawks  of 
the  French  and  the  Indians,  was  at  the  head  of 
our  armies  and  councils— if  at  that  day,  with 
the  glories  'of  the  war  of  1755,  and  the  atrocious 
massacres  of'  France  and  her  savage  allies  la 
fresh  Tcfaiembrance,  we  could  so  soon  overcome 
our  instinctive  antipathy^  to  iCll  that  was  French, 
what  might  we  not  now  expect  after  a  few  hard 
rubs?  When  France,  too,  had  l^en  permitted  to 
boast  that  to  her  w^e  were  indebted  for  our  inde- 
pendience !  Sore  from  her  recent  defeats,  she  had 
lain  back,  she  keptat  a  captious  distance,  untiiithe 
capture  of  Burgoyne  had  asserted  our  capacity  to 
mamtain  our  tesistance.  Then  she-stepped  forth 
to  cripple  a  hated  rival,  and  had  the  effrontery 
to  pretend  that  we  were  iadebted  to  her  for  our 
independence.  We  owed  it  no  more  to  her  than 
to  Tom  Paine,  the  stay-mpiker.  -  But  if  you  be- 
come a  party  to  this  war,  there 'will  inevitably 
be  another  alliance.  Yoq- wrU  sink  into  the  arms 
of  Bonaparte  as  his  ally,  and  awake  from  your 
slumber  hi§  abject  constuprated  slave;  He  had 
endeavored  to  paint,  with  feeble  hand  and  timid 
pencil,  the  aggressions K>f  France*— but  formidable 
as  was- her  enmity,  human  poivers  were  inade- 
qtiate  to  portray  the. horrors  of  her  friendship. 

He  could  Dot.CQnclude  without  noticing  the 
parallel  attempted  to  be  drawn  by  the  gentle- 
man from '  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Calhoun— not 
quite  \ndeed  after  the  manner  of  of  Plutarch — 
between  himself  «nd  aiL  illusirtojus  statesman, 
■(Lord'  Chatham.)  The  gentlenaan  had  been 
plea&^ed  to  say,  that  at  the  mention  of  his  naipe, 
Mr..  Randolph's  heart  had  seemed  to  smye 
him.  It  had  indeed  smitten  him :  from  a  sensa- 
tion which  he  trusted  that  .gentleman  might 
*nei^er  feel ;  against  which  he  seemed  well  secured. 
It  was  ^  consciousness  of  his  own  nnvrorthiaess 
to  sustain  the  high  duties  imposed  ppon  him  by 
his  country,  which  the  recollection  of  that  great 
man's. name  had,  at  the  moment,  called  up.  He 
felt  humbled  in  the  contemplation  of  his  worth. 
Would  to  Qod  !  he  possessed  some  portion  of  his 
powers ;  that  he  could  borrow  his  eagle-eye^  his 
withering  look,  the  unrivalled  majesty  of  his 
manner,  the  magic  of  his  voice,  at  once  the  mu- 
sic and  the  thunder  of  the  spheres,  to  rouse  the 
House  to  a  sense  of  their  country's  danger.  la 
one  respect,  however,  he  might  boast  that  he  pos- 
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sesMd  some  qualities  ia  coramoD  with  that  im- 
mortal statesman.  He  might  assert  as  Jofty  a 
spirit,  as  uayieldiog  an  adhereDce  to  the  *deliber* 
ate  convictions  of  his  own  nnderstandiog,  as 
Lord  Chatham  himseif;  who,  beoaose  he  set  his 
face  against  corruption,  and  had  the  art  of  mak- 
ings ever^rcowirrd  scoundrel  in  the  naiion  his  foe*— 
concentrating  \ipon  himself  the  ^*  ray^  of  royai 
indignation,  which  might  illnmine,  but  could  not 
consume  him ;"  who,  because  with  inuiitive 
glance  he  penetrated,  resoUed,  and  combined 
every  interest  of^  his  country,  and  each  design  of 
her  enemies,  and  reached  his  object  '*  by  the 
flashes  of  his  mind,  which,  like  those  of  his  eye, 
might  be  felt,  but  could  not  be  followed,"  wa^  by 
the  plodding,  purblind^  groping  politicians  of  the 
day,  attempted  to  be  held  up  as  an  empty  declalmer, 
a  tbeauical  gesticulator.  Gentlemen  rpUAt  not 
expect  him  to  quit  the  anchoraire  of  his  o«^o 
judgment  in  order  to  pursue  the  ignia  fatui  ibat 
wander  about  Groose  Creek,  '^r.  Speaker,  my 
heart  is  fnil-^tha  recollection  of  thai  matchless 
orator  and  sta^eeman  has  filled  me  with,  uttspeak^ 
able  feelings.  To  excite  them  there  was  no  need 
of  the  crael  and  insulting  comparison  which  the 
eentleman  from  Bonth  Carolina  (Mr.  CAiiHOCN) 
had  attempted  to  draw  between  that  gigantic 
statesman  and  the  pigmy  wlio  now  addresses  you. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  concurring 
with  the  Cortamitleeof'the  Whole  in  their  agree-  . 
roent  to  the  second  tesoIuMbn,  which  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

**  That  an  additioiMl  force  of  ~> —  thousand  regular 
troops  ought  to  be  immedia^ly  ndaed,  to  serve  for  three 
yean ;  and  that  a  bounty  m  lands  ought  to  be  given 
to  encourage  enlistment 

And  decided  as  follows : 

YxA»— WiUis  AktoB,  jr.,  WiJHam  Anderaon,  Stev- 
enaon  Archef,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  .Bacon,  iokok 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  BorweU  Baasett, 
William  W.  Bibtv  William  Blackledge,.  Harmanus 
Bleeckf  r,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A-  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Lanadon  Cheves,  James  Coch- 
ran, John  Clopton,  TJiemaa  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit, 
WUltam  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Deaha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  James  Emott, 
WHUam  Fmdley,  James  Fisk,  Asa' Fitch,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Tho^mas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Oolcisborongb,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
F^liz  Onrody,  BoIGn^  Hall,  Ohed  Hall,  John  A..  Har- 
per, Ajlett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnfly,  John  M.  Bhrneman, 
Bicbard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Pl^ilip  B.  Key,  Wil- 
liam  R.  Kmg,  Abner  Lacock*  Joseph  Lefover,  Peter 
Little^  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  MitchiU,  James  Morgan, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thos. 
Newbold,  Thomas  NewtoU)  Stephen  Orrasby,  William 
Paulding,  jr.,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Benjamin 
Pood,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Qaincy,  William  Reed, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely, Samuel  Ring^ld,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Wiilum  Rodman,  Ebencser 
Saipe,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Se- 
▼ier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilia,  George 
12tU  Con.  Isi  S^ss.— 18 


Smitb,  John  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  George 
Sullivan,  Peleg  Tailmaa,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner.jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert 
WhitehilUDavidJr.  Williams,  William  Widgery,  Thos. 
Wil«on,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright— 110. 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah'* Brigham,  Epaphro* 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport, 
jr.,  William  Ely,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jaekson,  jun., 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Jonathan  O;  Moseley^ 
Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  EUiha  R.  Potter, 
John  Randolph,  Daniel .  Shefiey,  Richard  Stanfoid, 
Lewis  B.  Storgee,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall* 
madge,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  I^nard  White-— S2. 

■The  question  was  thi?n  takea  on  the  third  reso* 
lution,  in  the  following  words: 

**  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  tho  President,  uii* , 
der  pfoper  regulations,  to  accept  the  servibe.of  any 
number,  of  volnnteers,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand ; 
to  ^  organized,  trained,  and  held  in  readiness  *to  act 
oa  such  service  .as  the  exigencies  of  the  GoveruQeni 
may  require." 
*And-deeided  as  follows : 

TsAS — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William '  Anderson,  Sler- 
enson  Archer,  Daniel  Ayery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Bsrfd,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Bftssett, 
WitKam  W.  Bibb,  William  Black  ledge,  Hi^-manns 
Blocker,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,'  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin 
Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Thomas 
B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawsoh,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Jame^  Emott,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch, 
Mcshocl^  Franklin,  Thoaias  Gholi^on,  Thomas  R.  GoM» 
Charles  GoIdsboroUgh,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Hu-per,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hy« 
neman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R. 
King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  WiHiaiA  Lowndes,  Aaron 
LyIe,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas 
Moore,  Archibald  McBi^de,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McJCim,  Amnah  Metcalf,  James 
Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ounsfay,  Willlatt 
Paulding,  jr.,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  WBHam 
Pipeir,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  6. 
Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,'  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgaly,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roana, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Saga, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier* 
Adam  3eybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John 
Smilie^  George  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong, 
George  SnlKvan,  Benjamin  Tallmadga,  Faleg  Ttttman, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  ChaHes  Turner,  jrv, 
Pierre  Van  Gorliandt,  jr.,  Leonard  White,  Robert 
WhitehUh  David  R.  WUUams,  William  Widgery,  Thos. 
Wilson,  Richard -Winn  and  Robert  Wright^US. 

NiTs>— Abijah^Bigefow,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphro- 
ditus  Champion,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely, 
Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewis,  k.,  IMisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolh  ,  John 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samvel 
Taggart,  and  Laban  Wheaton — 10. 

The  question  was  next  taken  on  the  fourth  res- 
olution, in  the  following  words: 

«  That  the  President  be  authorized  to  order  out  from 
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time  to  timc>  such  detaehmentB  of  the  militia,  v  in  bk 
opinion  the  public  service  may  require."    . 

And  decided  as  follows : 
\JjftM^->WiJ]is  Alston;  jr.,  William  Anderson,  8teT« 
eiMbn  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,*  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Bassett, 
William  W.  Bibb,  WUliam  Blackfedge,  Harmanns 
Bleeder, Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Brecken- 
ridge,  Robert  Brown,  Wiiriara  A.  Burwell,  William 
Btakr,  John  G.  Calhoun^  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin, 
Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Thomas 
B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson^  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor^ 
EUas  Earle,  James  Emott,  William  Bindley,  J  ames 
Fisk^  Asa  Pitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thoinas  Gholson, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  iPeterson 
Goodwyn,  Edwin  Ghray,  Isaiah  "L.  Green,  Felix  Qfundfy 
BoHing.  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawes,* Jacob  Hi^fty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M. 
Johnton,  Joseph  Kent,  WiHiam  R*  King,-  Abner  La*- 
cock,  Jotfeph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Ub- 
tie,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,' 
Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Geprge  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  Mc- 
Coy, Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunab 
Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James 
Morgan,  ^Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  (X  Moseley, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas. Newbpld,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding-,  jr.i  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Israal  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elbha'^R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Wiilism  Reed,  Henry 
M.I^idgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Hoane,. 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Wilham  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons;  Ebenezer  Seavcr,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sbefiey,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
William  Strong,  George  Sullivan,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  Peleg  Talbnan,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  David 
R,  Williams,  William  Widgeiy,  Thomas  Wilson, 
Richard  Winn,  anU  Robert  Wright— ISa 

NATs-^Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphrb- 
dUus  Champion,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Richard  Jack- 
son,  jr^  Lyman  Law,  Lewis  B.  Sturges^  and  Samud 
T^ggart— 8. 

Theqaettion  was  then  taken  on  the. fifth  reso- 
lution, in  the  words  following : 

*<That  alllhe  vessels  not  now  in  service  belonging, 
to  the  Navy,  and  worthy  of  repair,  be  immediately  fitted 
up  and  put  in  commission." 

And  carried,  us  follows: 

Yjias-^ Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Williapi  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Bsekiel  Bacon,  John 
Bakec  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Bassett, 
Abijah  Bigelow,  WilKam  Blackiedge,  Harmanns 
Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  James  Breckenridge, Elijah 
Brighen>  WUliam  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John 
Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves, 
Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  Jehn  .Clopton, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  J^ewis  Condit,  William  Crawford, 
R^r  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Saniuel 
Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earte,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
William  Findlev,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Tho- 
mas Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,   Aylett 


Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  junior, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  Kiog, 
Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter 
Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes, 
Aan>n  Lyle,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, 
Archibald  McBrydc,  William  MeCoy,  Alexander  Me- 
Kim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  MUnor,  Samuel  L. 
Mitohill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomak  Newbold,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  Stenhen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  jr,, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. .  Ridgely,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
EbeneZ)^r  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  SeaTer, 
Adam  Sevbert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Wilfuun  Strang,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  George 
Sullivan;  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg 
TaUmani  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tin- 
ner, jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr„  Laban  Whaatoe, 
Leonard  White,  WiUiam  Wjdgery,  Thdmas  Wiissn, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright— 111. 
.  Nats— Willum  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Sshsit 
Bcownv  Edwin  Gray,  Jacob  Hufty,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.* 
Nathaniel  Macop,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  f  ohn  Randeiph, 
Wittiam  Rodman,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  SouUe,  Rich- 
ard Stai^rd,  Robert  WhitehiU,  and  Datid  R.  Wil- 
liamsr-^lo..  '  ,    ^ 

The  question  was  pni  from  the  Chair  oa  ^ 
sixth,  resolution,  in  these  Words : 

"6.  That  it' is  expedient  to  permit  our  merchant 
Vessels,  owned  exclusively  by  resident  citiiens,  and 
C6mmanded  and  navigated'  solely  by  citizena,  to  im 
und^r  proper  regulations,  to  be  prescribed  by  lawj  m 
^elf'^efence,  against  all  unlawful  prbceediaga  towards 
them  on  the  high  'seas." 

When  ihe  resolution  was;  on  motion,  ordered 
to  lie  00  the  table. 

The  three  first  resolutions,  for  filling  ap  the 
pr^ent  escablrshment,  for  raising  aa  additiooti 
Dumber  of  regulars,  and  authorizing  the  accept- 
ance of  volunteers'  services,  were  referred  to  the 
comniittee  who  reported  them,  with  instructions 
to  bring  in  bills  in  pursuance  thereof. 

TuBSDAT,  December  17. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  PoWtc 
Land^,  pifesented  a  bill  directing  the  terms  on 
which  lands  sola  at  private  sale,  and  that  revert 
for  a  failure  in  payment,  shall  again  be  sold; 
which  was  twice  read  and  com(Qtit^<I« 

The  following  is.  the  bill : 

Be  it  enacted,  4-«*,  That  no  tract  or  tracts  of  toj 
reserved  sections  or  other  public  lands  of  the  Uoitea 
Sutes,  that  have  been  or  hiay  hereafter  be  sold  at  pub- 
lic sale,  and  which  may  have,  or  shaU,  on  account  of 
failure  to  complete  the  payment  of  the  purchase  mo- 
ney, revert  to  the  United  States,  shall  hereafter  be 
sold  at  private  sale,  at  a  price  less  than  that  for  whicb 
the  same  tract  was  sold  at  public  sale. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  appoinjed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Meiisage  which 
relates  to  filling  the  rapks  and  prolonging  tiie 
enlistment  of  the  regular  troops,  and  to  an  aoxui* 
ary  force,  to  the  acceptance  of  volunteer  corps,  to 
detachments  of  militia,  and  to  sach  a  preparation 
of  the  great  body  of  militia,  as  will  proportwa 
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ita  asefuloess  to  its  iotrinsic  capacity,  atfked  and 
obtaiDed  leave  to  lay  on  the  (able  all  t-he  docu- 
ments  obtained  by  that  committee  from  the  War 
Department 'OQ  the  subject  sobmitted  to  their 
coDsidevation. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Poreij^  Relations. 

Mr.  Newton  reported  a  bill  to  deprive  in  cerr 
tain  cases  ships  or  vessels  of  their  American  char- 
acter, and  to  prevent,  under  certain  disabilities, 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States  from  taking  a 
license  from  any  foreign  Power  to  navigate  the 
ocean,  or  trade  with  any  other  foreign  Power.— 
Twice  read  and  committ^ed. 

^r.  Newton  also  reported  a  bill  to  prcvent^the 
exportation  from  the  United  States,  or  Territo- 
ries thereof,  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
under  the  authority  of  permits  or  licenses  derived 
from  any  foreign  Power;  whicft  was  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  MoRiiow  ireported  a  bill  for  the  revision  of 
former  eonfirmaiionit,  and  for  confirming  certain 
claims  to  land  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  which 
was  twice  read,  and  committed:  TJils  bill  was 
accompanied  by  a  detailed  report,  which  was 
committed  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  completing^  the 
existing  Military  Establishment  was  twfce  reddy 
and  committed. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Blackledob,  to  consider  the  resolution  summlt- 
ted  hf  him  on  the  :i3'th,  wliich  wa$  modified  so 
as  to  read  as  follows : 

"  lUselved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  prap^ed  and  laid  before 
the  House  a  system  of  rules  and  reguLations  proper  to 
be  adopted  for  training  and  disciplining  t^e  regular 
tiOUtM  and  militia  of  the  United  States.'' 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs. 
Bui^cKLBOOB  v>d  Livingston  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  present  the  same  to  the  President 

Mr.  Poinobxter,  from  thf  committee  appointed 
on  the  13th  ultimo,  on  the  petition  of  the  Legis- 
Utore  af  ihe  Missiselppi  Territory,  made  a  detailed 
report,  which  was  read ;  when  a  inotion  was  macle 
by  Mr.  WiLLTAMB,  that  the  report  be  recommit* 
ted  to  the  committee  that  reported  it ;  TiThich  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PoiNbETTER,  from  the  same  committee, 
presented  a  bill  ro  Enable  the  people  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory  to^form  a  constitutio/i  and  State 
l^roremment,  ana  for  the  admission  of  such  Slate' 
ioto  the  Union,  on  an  ec|ual  fbotiqg  with  the  ori- 
ginal States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
nexi.  ^       ^  , 

The  House  proceeded'  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  apportion- 
ment bill>  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
to  to-morrow. 

MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  PoiNOBXTER,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
tiM  said  report  was  committed, reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment;  which  was  read, and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
oezt.  The  report  is  as  follows : 


The  eoknoMttee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  nvtmorial 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  .petition  of 
sundry  citizens  thereof,  praying  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  of  the  United  States  on  an  e^aal  footing  with 
the  original  States ;  and  also  the  petition  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  West  Florida,  setting  forth  their  desire  to  be 
annexed  to  said  Territory,  for  reasons  therein  con- 
tidned,  have  had  these  subjects  under  consideration^ 
and  bog  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

^Thal  there  has  existed  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  a 
*temporarygovemnkent,  founded  on  the  ordinance  for 
the  government  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  since  the  -eleventfar  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
ieven  hundred  and  ninety-eight.  That,  although  this 
ordinance  has  undergone  some  modificattons,  extend- 
ing, in  a  limited  degpree,-  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
citiaens,  it  still  contains  provisions  incompatible  with 
pehtical  liberty,  and  unfavorable  to  a  due  and  impartial 
administration  of  justice,  in  the  redress  of  private 
wrongs  and  injuries.  The  Chief  Executive  Magistrate 
is  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  laws;  is  com* 
mander4n^hief  of  the  militia ;  has  the  sole  power  of 
appointment  to  offices,  civil  and  military,  within  the 
Territory,  and  the  removal  of  these  officers  at  pleasure; 
is  vested  with  an  unqualified  veto  on  all  bills  passed  by 
the  other  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Legislature ;  and 
is,  moreever^  clothed' with  tl:^e  odious  and  arbitrary  au- 
thority to  prorogue  and  dissolve  the  General  Assembly 
whenever,  in  his  opinion,  it  shall  be  expedient.  TJiese 
high  and  regal  prerogatives^  constituting  some  of  the 
most  obvious'  characteristics  which  distinguish  an  abso- 
lute monarchy  from  the  constitution  of  a  free  State,  are 
confided  te  the  discretionary  exercise  of  a  Governor, 
who' is  neither  chosen. by,  nor  responsible  to,  the  peo- 
ple. He  is  often  a  total  stranger  to  the  local  interests 
and  circumstanees  of  the  country  over  which  he  pos- 
seiMes  such  unlimited  control,,  and  is  accountable  only 
for  malconduct  or  corruption  in  office  to  the  President 
of  the  United  9tates«  The  only  security  which  exists 
against  the  frequent  and  wanton  abuse  of  these  powers 
is  to  be  found  in  the  mild  and  . conciliatory  disposition 
uniformly  mahifested  by  the  ^^eneral  Government  to^ 
wards  its  Territories.  But  experience  has  shown  that, 
in  all  colonial  government,  officers  situated  at  a  re- 
mote distance  from' the  tribunal  to  which  they, are  re-  . 
sponsible,  too  frequently  ^feel  power  an^  forjget  right  ;** 
and,  by  eluding  the  vigilance  of  rigid  investigation,  are 
enabled  to  practise  acts  of  oppression  with  impunity. 

Your  committee  fbrbeaic  to  enter  minutely  into  an 
examination  of  the  various  objections  which  might  be 
urged  against  the  present  system  of  Tenitorial  govern- 
ments.    .    . 

The  above  summary  of  Executive  powers,  so  oppo- 
site in  their  nature  to  those  principles  whidi  form  the 
l)^s  of  the  Federal  GonstHntion,  and  which  are  trans- 
fused through  the  constitution  of  the  several  States,  is 
sufficieAt  to  show  that  the  people  are  deprived  of  all 
participation  in  the  choice  of  those  vrho  administer  the 
laws,' and  that  public  functionaries  are  rendered  inde- 
pendent of  the  community  whose  interests  ars  confided 
tothenr  management  and  discretion.  These  restric- 
tions on  the  rights  of  the  people  can  be  justified  only 
by  the  most  evident  necessity,  resulting  from  peculiar 
and  unavoidable  circumstances.  Your  committee,  there- 
fore, consider  It  an  act  both  of  strict  justice  aad  sound 
policy  to  advance  the  rcq|>ective  Tenitoriee  of  the 
United  States  to  the  grade  of  a  sepaiate  common- 
wealth, whenever  they  shall  contain  tlie  number  of  iiH 
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hdbitanto  ndcesssvjr  to  catitle  Uiem,  uad«r  th8  ratio 
esUblblMd  by  law,  to  a  RepTfienlatiTe  in  the  CotigrMs 
of  tb«  United  Statesw^  On  tlM  enbjeet.  of  poptalation, 
the*'e  eiiflts  no  difficulty,  whether  the  Territoiy  be 
talen  in  connexion  with  West  Florida  or  with  it« 
present  limits.  From  the  official  retums  of  the  cetfeus, 
taken  during  the  lummer  of  -the  past  jear^  it  appears 
that  there  were,  in  -the  Mississippi  Territo<^,  the  num* 
her  of  forty  thousand  three  Imndredand  fifty-two  soqIs. 
This  enumeration,  it  is  alleged,  fell  eonriderably  shoft 
of  the  actja*  population  of  the  Territoi:y  at  that  Uniti 
and,  without  casting  the  most  remote  censure  on  the 
officers  who  we/e  employed  in  thai  sdrvice,  such  a 
suggestioo  is  strongly  supported  by  the  vaet  extent  of 
coimtry  over  whioh  the  settlemeole  are  disperaed.  It 
alee  appears  toyoer  committee,  that .  the  pregftssiVe 
emigration  from  ihe  old  ^tatea  to  this  aeetioA  of  the 
Union,  added  to  the  length  of  Hme  which  it  will  le* 
quire  to  form  a  eoostitutioQ,  and  put  the  same  in  opern 
alien,  afford  satislactory  pledgee  that,  •  anterior  to  the 
final  adsisdon  of  ihe  Territory  to  the  rights  of  State 
sovereignty,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  will  amount 
to  at  least  sixty  thouaand,  whereby  Uiey  will  possess 
the  unqualified  right>  in  conformity  with  ortieles  of  cee- 
sion  and  agreement  between  the  Uniteid  States  i|nd 
Georgia,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  op  an  eqtial 
footing  with  the  original  States.  v     . 

This  view  of  the  subject  is  presented  without  refers 
ence  to  the  augmentation  of  ^pulation,  which  would 
restilt  from  the  annexation  of  West  Florida ;  in  that 
event  the  number  of  souls  in  the  Teriritory>  exclusive 
of  the  county  of  Madison^  which  lies  near  the  Great 
Bend  of  Tennessee  river,  may  be  estimated  at  about 
eighty  thousand ;  and,  from  the  geographical  -situation 
of  the  Territories  belonging  to  the  United  States  south' 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  north  of  the  Iberville 
and  the  lakes,  your  committee  foel  satisfWd  that  an  al-: 
teration  of  limits,  so  as  to  include  th^^hole  populatioi^ 
between  the  Yazoo  and  the  Iberville,  where  they  Unite 
with  the  river  Mississippi;  and  from,  these  points,  re- 
spectively, easti  to  the  boundary  line  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  would  greatly  conttibiite,  to  the  future  <  conve- 
nience and  prosperity  of  the  people  who  reside  in  that 
countiy. 

At  a  very  early  period  after  the  treaty  of  1763,  be- 
tween France  and  Great  Bri^aiix,  hy  which  the  latter 
became  possessed  of  the  Floridas,  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  province  of  West  Florida  was  extended  north,  by  a 
line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  due  east,  to 
the  river  Chatahoucby.  The  ^Vemment  of  Spa{n, 
also,  when  that  Power  succeeded  to  the  possession  of 
the  eounitry,  by  conquest,  in  the  year  1781,  continued 
to  exercise  authority  over  it  in  the  same  extent  wfaidi 
the  9ritish  Government  had  previously  dene,  until^  by 
tiie  treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  on  th)  27th  day  of  October,  1796,  the  southern 
bovndavy  of  the  United  States  was  declared' to  extend 
to  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  f  he  Gov* 
eiament  of  the  United  Slates,  by .  the  treaty  of  1803, 
whh  France,  having  acquired  Louisiatia  in  the  extent 
that  France  then  held  it,  and  that  it  had  in  the  haiiiia 
of  Spain,  prior  to  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  a  reasonable  doubt  as  to  the  claim  jof 
the. United  States  to  the  country  east  of  the  Misstsaippi,. 
as  ^  as  the  river  Perdido,  which  lies  betnreen  Mobile 
and  Penaaoola. 

Your  cemmittee,  theiefhre,  eonoeive  that,  insomuch 
as  ihe  entire  traet  of  country  formerly  poeeessed  byn 
Qtm  Biitaia,  iMkier  the  name  of  West  Florida^  and  j 


sobseqnehily  twmsforfed  to  Spain,  as  fortoing.a  part  of 
LoufsiaYia,  has  &Ilen  under  the  dominion  of  the  United 
States,  it  ought,  in  strict  propriety,  to  be  restored  to  iti 
aneient  timtts,  as  the  measure  corresponds  with  the 
wishes,  end  is  calculated  to,  promote  the  permanent 
welfare  of  the  people  whose  interests  are  immediately 
concerned..    It  is  asArredly  the  iM^umbent  duty  of  the 
General  Government  to  ma)|.e  such  a  partition  of  its 
Territories  on  the  wat^  of  the  Mississippi,  as  will 
combine  with  focal  advantagea  a  due  regard  to  national 
policy.    These  essential  objects  cannot,  in  the  opinion 
bf  yoyur  cooimittee,  be  secured  without  a  suitable  di- 
vision of  the  seacoast,  acquired  by  the  purchase  of  JiOti- 
isiana.    It  must  be  obvious,  that,  to  confer  on  the  State 
tn  be  /brmed^f  the  Territonr  of  Orieans,  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  seaboard  from  th?  nver  Perdidb  to  the  Sabine 
hay,  would  gi^  to  it  an  influence  over  the  cemmerce 
of  the  Western  country  whicfli  might  be  productive  of 
the  most  mischiewme  ceneequences  {  for,  although  the 
legislative  authority  of  the  State  could  hnpoee  no  tax 
or  duty  oh  article*  exported  fhrna  any  oth^  State,  yet 
there  are  naany  impertailt  regolationa  whioh  would  aa- 
terially  afieot  the  navjfation  of  the  numerous  riven 
flowing  through  tl^  country  into  the  Gnlf  of.Mt^ 
falling  within  the  legitimate  range  of  State,  powen; 
among  these  may  be  enumerated  the  incorporaUon  of 
-navigation  companies,  and  appfcopriations  of  the  public 
revenue  for  the  purpose  of  opening  canals.    Thus,  by 
awarding  every  facilitv  to  the  trade  passing  down  the 
river  Miesissippi  (o  ifew  Orleans,  and  by  intcrpofing 
vexatious  obstructions  to  th^  cohimerce  ef  those  rivers 
emptyin^'intolhe  Bay  of  Mobile  and  the  lakes,  that 
city  will  hecome  the  emporium  of  ttH  the  bulky  artieles 
of  agriculture,  which  constitute,  in  time  of  peace,  (he 
great  export  trade  of  the  Western  States  aifd  TMto- 
ries.     The  direct  tendency'  of 'such  a  monopoly,  wotild 
be  to  raise  the  cbmmerc^\  importance  of  New  Orleans, 
-at  the  sacrifi<5e  o(the  best  interests  of  those  who  inhabit 
the  Vast,  fertile,  and  extensive  regHon  watei^  by  the 
Tennessee,  the  Tombig^bee,  and  A.lal>ama  rivers,  and 
their  tributary  streams,  besides  many  other  impertaot 
rivers,  afilbrding  outlets  through  th  e  Mississippi  Tein- 
tory  into  the  Lakes  Manrfpis  and  l\>ntehartrain*    To 
guard  agahMt  these  oonttngetieiee,  and  to  unite  a.pse- 
ple  wheae  lai^iiage,  manaav,  prindplee,  and  ussges 
are  asaimiiated,  your  conumttree  recommend*  that  all 
that  tract  o#  oountiy,  of  which  .poasestton  has  bsea 
iahea  by  virtue  of  the  President's  pii>clamation,  bearing 
date  the  27th  day  of  October,  1810,  be  added  to  the 
State  to  be  formed  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  when- 
ever the  -Btmo  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Unbn  u  sack. 
Your  committee  cannot  forbear  to  exprtts  their 
decided  opinion,  that,  where  no  Constitutienal  diffi- 
culty occurs,  the  formation  of  new   States  en  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to 
be  delayed.    To  bind  together  every  portion  of  the 
American  people  by  the  indissoluble  cord  of  aflectioo, 
and  to  perpetuate  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  are  ooo- 
siderations  paramount  to  all  others  which  can  be  pre- 
vented to  the  view  of  .the  National  Legislature. 

Let  us,  therefore,  extend  to  every  section  of  our  be- 
loved country  a  just  equality  of  rights  and  privileges, 
that-  each  may  enjoy  civil,  political,  and  religious  liber- 
ty, subject  to  the  control  of  independent  local  authori- 
ties, while  the  fostering  hand  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment^  shall  protect  them  in  the  ei^yment  of  these 
blessings  ^om  domestic  ieuda  and  external  violei»ce. 

Under  theee  impressions  your  oommittee  subinit  the 
following  resolution : 
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•  Ruohed,  Tlial  it  i*  expedmt  to  udmii  ril  that  tract 
of  ooiuitiy,  bounded  norih  by  a  line  drawn  doe,  east 
from  the  river  Yasoe.  wbare  it  ufiit«B  with  the  Misais- 
sippi,  to  the  mer  Obatahouehyi  and  down  laid  river  to 
the  thirty  irst  degree  of  latitude;  thence,  ak>ag  eaid 
degree  of  latitude,  to  a  point  oppoaite  the  river  Perdido  ; 
thence  to  the  couikienoe  of  eaid .  laat  mentioned  river, 
with  the  Gulf  Of  Mexico ;  and  thence,  in  a  direct  line 
threu^  the  middle  of  tiie-  Lakes  Mauropne  and  Pont- 
cliartrain,  to  the  junction  of  the  IberviUe  with  the  river 
Ifiuiatfippf,  M»d  up  aaid  river  to  the  above  mentioned 
riiver  Yazoo,  into  the  Unioo  of  the  United  dtatea,  on 
«n  equal  feotaig  with  the  original  States. 

*    MARtTIME  DBrBNCE. 

Mr,  Cfliv^a,  from  the  committeeappoLnted  on 
that  part  of  the  Presidenl's  Message  which  re- 
lates tjo  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  Md  to 
the  defence  of  our  maritiiae  frooliec/  made,  tire 
following  report  in  part ; 

"  The  committee  to  vyhom  was  refCffed  'ior  much 
of  the  President's  Massage  of  the  .6th  of  Noveipfber, 
181 1,  as  relates  to  the  defei^ce  of  the  maritime  frontier, 
report  in  part,  that  two  communications  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  whidi  accompany  this  report,  which 
were  made  in  reply  to  the  queries  pvd|>ounded  by  the 
eomoMttee,  contain  the  best  information  On  the  subject 
which  they  have  been  able  to  collect.  That  one  of 
them  contains  fin  ebiumeration  of  the  jiermanent  forti- 
fications which  have  been  completed  or  C9mmenced, 
witi  rematkd  on  the  troops  necessary  to  garrison  them. 
Iliat,  for  the  completion  of  works  already  cora- 
menoNl,  no  fuVther  appropriation  is  requisite*  But 
that  some  additional  works  are'deemc4  necessary,  the 
precise  extent  of  Which  cannot  at  present  be  deter- 
inined ;  for  which,  and  for  contingent  objects  olT defence 
on  our  maritime  frontiet,  ih  the  event' of  hostttfties,  the 
'  ^mmitl^e  recommend  an  appropriation  of  one  mlHlpn 
of  dollaiB ;  and  the  committee  ibr  that  purpose  beg 
leave  to  report  a  bill  entitled  **  a  bill  makinf  fUrther 
appropriation  for  the  defence  of  our  maritame  frontier.^* 

Mr.  Cb^ves  then  presented  a  bill  awaking  f 
farther  appropriation  for  the  defence  of  our  mai^ 
itlme  frontier ;  which  was  twice  read  ahd  com^ 
mitted. 

NATAI4  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Cp&rcs,  from  the  eonihiitt^e  to  'vtrhote  wfls 
referred  so  much  of  th6  Prestdent's  Message  as 
tebicsto  the  NflnralBstabUshment,  mi\de  th^  fol- 
lowing lepoirt : 

That  the  sn.bjeet  reforfed  to  yirar  -committee  in  its 
«ev«ial  relatioiM  presents  a  queatten  of  the  highest  im- 
dbftanoe  to  the  interests  of  the  people  of  this  countty, 
nMsaueh  as  k  enblvoes  one  of  the  gresit  and  leading 
rtjprta  of  thfeii  Ootemment ;  that  whioh,  above  aS 
others*  laid  the  foundation  of  thr  happy  onion  of  these 
fitntee.  Youa  aonmiMee  need  hnvdl^  any  fhey  ihean 
the  pi^ert.io&  of'  maritime  oomm^ce  \  an  interest 
which*  though  when  superficial^  viewed,  eeems  to  af*> 
foot  pnly  the  Atlantic  portions  of  the  country^  yet  really 
exten^Is  as  far  as  the  utmost  limits  of,  iU  agricuUace, 
and  can  only  be  separated  from  it,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  by  a  total  blindness  tp  the  just  policy 
of  Government.  The  important  engine  of  national 
strength  and  national  security  which  is  formed  by^  a 
naval  force,  has  hitherto,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit* 
tee,  tieen  treated  with  a  neglect  highhr  impolitic,  or 
supported  by  a  spirit  so  languid,  as,  while  it  has  pre- 


served 'the  existence  of  the  establishment,  has  bad  the 
effect  ol' loading  it  with  the  imputations  of  wasteful  ex- 
pense and  oomparative,  inefficiency. 

No  syA^  has  hitherte  been  adopted^  which,,  though 
limited  by  the  dispensing  seourity  of  the  times,  and  the 
just  economy  of  our  Republican  institutions,  was  yet 
calculated  to  enlarge  iteelf  gradually  with  the  progress 
of  the  nation^s  gprowth  in  popuktioa,  in  wealth,  and  in 
commerce,  or  expand  with  an  energy  proportionod  to 
a  crisis  of  particular  danger. 

,  Such  4  opurse,  impolitic  under  any  circum^ances,  is 
the  more  so  when  it  is  demonstrably  clear  that  this 
nation  is  inevitebly  destined  to  be  a  naval  power,  and 
that  the  virtue  of  economv.  If  no  other  motive  could  be 
found,  would  recQmmenj  a  plan  by  which  this  force 
must  be  gradually  increased,  the  necessary  expenses 
diminifhed,  and  durability  and  permanency  given  to 
the  strength  which  they  may  purchase. 

Tha^  a  naval  protection  is  particularly  secured  to 
the  interest  of  cotnmerce  \y  our  great  polit'cal  com- 
pactj  is  proved  by  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which 
expressly  gave  to  Congress  the  power  '*to  provide  and 
maintaip  a  navy,^^  and  is  confirmed  by  the  history  of 
the  times,  and  the  particular  circumstances  wh'ch  led 
to  its  institution ;  but  it  is  alike  secured  by  the  funda- 
mental nature  of  all  Government,  which  extends  to 
every  interest  under  its  authority  ^  protection  (if  within 
the  nation's  means)  w'hich  is  adequate  to  its  preserva- 
tiop ;  nor  is  this  protection  called  for  only  by  the  par- 
tial interests  of  a  particular  description  of  men  or  of  a 
particular  tract  of  country.  A  navy  is  aa  necessary  to 
protect  i^the  mouths  of  'the  Mississippi,  the  channel 
through  which  the  produce  of  the  agriculture  of  toe 
'  Western  Stetes  must  pass  to  become  valuable,  as  the 
hays  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  and  more  ne- 
cessary than  on  the  shores  of  the  Eastern  or  the  South* 
em  States.  .  • 

It  has,  indeed,  been  urged,,  your  committee  are  aware, 
that  a  Naval  Establishment  is  forbidden  by  the  great 
and  burdensome  expenditures  of  public  mpney  which, 
it  is  said,  will  be  required  to  support 'it,  and  by  the  in- 
ability of  the  country,  by  any  expenditure  to  maintain 
a  navy  which  can  protect  ita  maritime  rights  against 
the  power  of  Great  Britain.  The  first  objection  ap- 
pears to  your'commfttee  to  be  founded  on  a  mistaken 
assumption  of  the  fact ;  for  in  their  opinion  a  naval 
force  within  due  limits  and  under  -proper  regulations 
will  constitute  the  cheapest  defence  of  the  nation. 

The  permanent  fortifications  necessary  to  the  de- 
fonce  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Union  will  cost, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  as  much  annually, 
if  properly  provided  and  garrisoned,  as  the  naval  force 
which,  it  is  confidently  believed;  on  the  testimony  of 
persons  competent  to  decide,  would  be  amply  strflicient 
to  prevent  all  attacks  from  reaching  our  ^ores.  It 
win  thus  ftnmish  the  most  appropriate,  adequate,  and 
cheap  protection  against  a  foreign  eneq^y,  and  will  at 
the  same  time  be  perfectly  innoxious  to  the  public  lib- 
erty and  tlie  private  morals  of  the  country ;  dispense 
almost  entkely  with  a  standing  army,  so'  hostile  to  the 
genius  of  our  free  institutions,  and  remove  the  stand- 
ing vices  and  evils  of  camps  and  .  garrisons  from  the 
cities  on  our  seacoast ;  cherish  a  noble  body  of  mari- 
ners, who  in  honorable  peace  vrill  spread  the  sails  of  a 
prosperoiis  and  vivifying  commerce  on  every  sea,  and 
m  necessary  war  terribly  avenge  their  country's  wrongs. 

The  other  objection .  your  cominittee  suppose  to  pe 
'  founded  on  an  imperfect  examination  of  the  subject ; 
for  those  who  are  best  able  to  form  opinions  on  thi> 
matter,  itom  congenial  professional  pursuita,  as  well 
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Bs  a  particukr  knori^ledge  of  tfae  mtrine  of  Qreat  Brit- 
ain, declare  that  she  cavnoti  at  any  titne,  spare  more 
than  a  veiy  limited  feree  for  the  Antfriean  station  :  one 
'vrhich  can  be  ^ectually  resisted 'bj  an  estabKsbment 
which  may  be  supported  by  this  Government  ."witbotit 
a  great  direct  expense,  while  in  its  eilbcts  it  will  greatly 
more  than  reimburse  to  the  national  wealthy  the  siims 
which  may  be  drawn  from  it  lor  thi$  dbjeet ;  protect 
our  harbors  from  insult,  onr  coasting  trade  fiimi  ipo> 
liationil,  and  give  us  the  dominion  of  a  sea  on  our  bor- 
ders which  we  ought  to  caU  our  own,  and  deftnd  with 
our  cannon.  •    .  • 

To  detail  all  the  reasons  on  which  this  opinion  is 
founded,  would,  perhaps,  not  be  in  the  power  of  your 
committee,  who  are  in  part  governed  by  the  opinions 
of  men  of  experience  and  professional  skfll,  (oflen 
among  the  best  grounds  of  human  faith,  but  ndt  always 
equally  communicable :)  but  the  leading' filets  and  prin- 
ciples on  which  it  is  founded,  are  too^lain  and  ohvious 
to  labor  under  thie  diffionlty.  '  The  history  of  all  times 
proves  the  inability  of  Gh-eat  Britain  or  any  other  Pow- 
er U>  station  a  large  fiirce  in  remota'  seas ;  for,  indepen- 
dent qf  the  necessity  l^hich  always  exists  for  its  pres- 
ence in  more  proximate,  quarters,  could  the  former 
nation  place  the  whole  of  her  thousand  ships  on  our 
coast,  she  would  be  unable,  in  a  state  of  hoisiilify  with' 
the  United  Btatea,  competently  tb  supply  even  a  con- 
siderable squadron  of  them,  for  any  duration  of  ^tim^, . 
with  the  least  regard  to  the  efficiency  of  the  service, 
and  without  a  wasteful  and  tuinous  expense :  let  those 
Who  hold  a  different  opinion  dejclare  how  an(]  from 
whence  1  ^  '  > 

To  the  defence  of  your  ports  and  harbors  and  the 
protection  of  your  coasting  trade  should  be  confined,in 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  present  objects  and 
operation^  of  any  navy  which  die  United  States  can  <>r 
ought  to  have.  In  this  view  our  advaQMiges  are  great 
and  manifest.  Looking  along  our  extended  line  of 
coast,  from  the  northeastern  to  the  southern  extreme  of 
our  territory,  we  discover  in  quick  sOCceesion  ports  %fiA 
harbors  furnishing  in  abundance  every  supply  for  active 
and  constant  seryice ;  in  which  to  concentrate  by  mu- 
tual advice  and  information,  which  cap  be  transmitted 
with  the  greatest  certainty  ind  speed,  Ihe  forces  of  dif- 
ferent stations,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  detail  when  bis 
vessels  may  be  scattered ;  and  in  which  our  ships  may 
find  refuge  and  security  when  approached  by  a  force 
so  much  superior  as  to  forbid  a  combau  Tp  enter  n« 
further  into  details,  it  is  obvious  tl^at,  from  these  ad- 
vantages, the  power  and  efficiency  of  an  American 
Navy  must  be  double  its  nominal  proportion  to  that  of 
an  assailing  eiiemy.  But  your  committee  beg  leave  t^ 
observe,  that  it  would  be  unworthy  the  magnanimity 
of  the  nation  to  lool^  only  at  one  Power,  and  forget 
that  it  stands  in  the  relfitlon  of  an  indepiendent  sove- 
reignty to  other  nations,  against  whom,  unless  man 
change  his  iiature  and  cease  to  be  violeni  and  unjust,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  arrsy  the  national  -force  on  that 
element  where  the  injury  may  be  suffered  and  where 
nione  it  can  be  avenged  or  redressed.  With  this  view 
your  committee  have  not  considered  this  subject  with 
regard  only  to  the  practicable  and  advisable  prepara- 
tion for  the  present  momentous  crisis^  which,  whatever 
it  may  be,  must 'be  greatly  inadequate,  for  the  reasons 
already  stated ;  but  the  object  of  the  committee  is  to 
recommend  a  system  Which  shall  look  t^  futurity^  and 
though  limited  by  the  present  situation  and  means  of 
the  country,  have  a  capacity  to  be  enlarged  in  propor* 
tion  to  the  Rowing  wealth,  commerce^  an4  populatipa 


of  the  nation.  Your  eonimitlse  ave,  at  the  same  tiiBi^ 
not  unaware  that  some  of  those  who  am  unfriend!  j  to 
a  navy,  ground  their  opposition  rather  upon  ita  fbtore 
permanent  eeHftli^lnDent^  thafn  on  its  present  expense. 
Btit  your  committee  witronly  observe,  that  the  wisdom 
of  that' policy  seems  to  tea^sh  as  for  beyond  reasottable 
prectteable  views,  as  it  wiU  probalily  fail  short  of  die 
attainment  of  its  ohjetJt  To  restraili  tLe  great  ener- 
gies of  such*  a  number,  as  tiiis  country  possesses,  of  the 
best  seamen  the  world  ever  beheld,  and  sack  a  mass  of 


lonaage  as  Great  Britain  herself  has  net  boasted  more 
^aa  twenty  years,  w3l  as  m«ch  transcend  the  foehl* 
efforts  of  thepoKtIeian  ias  it  Would  be-beyend  his  pow- 
er to  create  them-;  they  a^e  formed  by  th^  high  behest 
of  beneficent  nature  nurtured  by  our  wise,  free  abd 
happy,  public  institutions,  and  can  oftly  jperish  witk 
the  latter,  - 

Your  committee,  howe^r^  admit,  that  it  wU|  neitliet 
be.  politic  nor  practicable  to  sweH.tbe  Naval  Establish* 
ment  of  this  pouhtryto  the  aixe  of  o«r  desires  or  of  our 
necessities ;.  but  a  grudual  ^iiicreaie  of  it  ia,  in  their 
opinioby  within  the  most  limited  means,  and  within  the 
obtioHS  policy  of  our  Govemmem,  and  in  attempting 
this  -some,  present  ajddition  will  be  made  (too  little — 
much  too  Uttle^  they  lament)  to  the  best  strength  of 
-the  nation,  a»4  ^  ^  measure  of  prep^ation  for  this 
crisis  of  danget. 

.  \Vith  these  observations,  aoid  with  a  fuU,  detailed,  and 
useful  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  reply  to 
questions  propounded  by  your  committee,  they  beg 
leave  to  feco'mmend,  that  all  &e  vessels  of  war  of  the 
United  States,  not  now  in  service,  which  are  worthy 
of  repair,  be  immediately  repaired,  fitted  out,,  and  pat 
,  into  actual  service ;   . 

That  ten  additional  frigates,  averaging  thirty -eight 
guns;, 'be  built ;  that  a  competent  sum  of  money  be  a^ 
propriated  for  the  purchase  of  a  stock  of  >  timber,  ai^ 
that  a  dock,  for  repairing  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  Unir 
ted  States^  b§  established  in  some  central  and  coave^ 
nient  place. 

They  also  beg^ leave  to  report  a  bill>  entitled  "A  bill 
concerning  the  N^val  Establishment." 

Mr.  Cheves  then  presented  a  bUl  eoDcefDing 
the  Naval  Establisbrhenii  xyhichAvas  twice  read 
and  committed. 

F6JRBJGN  RCLAJIONS: 

The  House  resmned.Uie.coBsidefatiiiD  of  the 
unfinished  busiaeas. 

The  fifth  re^utioo,  yeat^nkiy  adofited)  rcspeet- 
ingthe  Nary,  was  referred  to  tfae  Com lotttee  of 
the  Whole^  to  M^ham  was  thjl&  day  oommitted 
,tbe  bUi  coBcern;fig  tbe\Naval  £s|ahiiisJliQieM  7 
and  the  fourth,  reiipeetiag  amliorizing  the  .£xe- 
eutive  to  call  out  detachiDeota>  of  milttia)  .was 
referred  to!  the  CdcniiHilte  of  RoreigQ  RelaUdas 
to  report  a  faiM..  •-*.'' 

TheHoocethM protaed«d  t<^e«imider  tli«,nKth 
and  ksc  resolution  reported  by  the  tiocamittee,  in 
the  followtng  words : 

••  6.  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  our  merchant 
Vessels,  owned  excrusively  by  resident  cittzens,  and 
commanded  and  navigated  solely  by  citizens^,  to  arm 
under  proper  regulations,  to  be  prescribed  by  law,  ki 
self-defence,  against  all*  unlawful  proceedings  towards- 
them  on  the  high  seas." 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  amemi  tfae  resolutioq, 
by  adding  thereto  the  follawiDg: 
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**  And  that  if  attacked  by  any  BritUh  ship  or  vessel, 
it  shall  be  lawDal  to  qapture  and  bring  such  ship  or 
Tesel  ^to  any  port  of  the  United^  States  tot  adju- 
dication.*' 

Mr.  FiNDtEY  moved  to  postpone'  the  further 
eoosideratioD  of  the  resolution  and  amendment 
to  the  first  Monday  in  March  next. 

.  After  debate  on  these  motions,  the  House  ad- 
jouraed  without  coming  to  a  decision  on  either. 


Wepn£8day,  December  IS. 

Mr.  Rbea  presented  petitions  from  Louisiana 
Territorv,4n  favor  of  the  seeoad  grade  of  Ckrvera- 
ment. — lleferrtd. 

The  eonsideratton  of  the  unfinislied  Inisit^ess  of 
yesterday,  respecting  arming  merchantmen,  dkc^ 
-was  called  for;  when  it  was.  on  motion  of -Mr. 
Ram dolfh,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  : 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  Committee  Qfl  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  comniiited  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  **  completing  the  existing  Military  Es- 
tablishment,'* reported  the  same  without' amend- 
ment.—Committed  to  a  Commitfee  of  the  Whole 
to-ntiorrow.  ' 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  tne  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  we>e  instrnpted  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  another  dis-. 
trict,  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands,  by  a  divi- 
sion of  the  district  of  Kisk^skla ;  to  report  i)y  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  Ceipmittee  of  Ways  «iid 
Meansj  presented  a  bill  allowing  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  Postmaster  General;  which  was 
read  twice,  }ind  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
further  tinie,  the  act  fixing  the  salaries  of  certain 
officers  of  Government  therein  mentioned. 

BATTLE  ON  THE  WABAS^J. 
Mr.  Orm8BY  moved  the  following  resolution  : 
Resahed,  That  a  committee  be  ajppointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  .provision  ought  to  b^ 
made  by  law  ibr  paying  the  officers  and  soldieri  of  the 
militia  who  served  under  Governor  Harrison,  in  the, 
late  expedition  against  the  Indians  an  the  Waba^,  to 
compenaate  them  for  the  loss  of  hone^  and  ibr  the  relief 
of  the  widows  and  orohana  of  Hmmio  Who  fell  in-  the 
aetioaef  the  aeventh  of  Noveaaber  last^and  thai  they 
hsv>e  leave  to  WfK>rt  hy  tiU  at  othasv^iae. 

The  said  reaolultoo  waa  read,  and  ordered  to  li? 
OB  the  table". 
Mr.  McKbs  moved  the  ibilowing  resolution : 
iewoived.  That  tha  PresidenC  of  the  United  Sutes 
he  raqueatad.  to  eaiiso  to  ba  laid  before  this  House  such 
iBformation  as  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  G6vern- 
montf  and  proper  to  be  comavunicated,  on  the  follow- 
ing pointa : 

1.  Any  evidence  tending  to  show  whether  any  and 
what  agency  the-  subjects,  either  public  or  private,  of 
any  foreign  Power,  may  have  had  in  exciting  the  In- 
dians on  th6  Western  frontier  to  hostility  against  the 
United  Sutes;  *       ,« 

2.  The  evidence  of  hostility  towards  the  United  States, 
on  the  part  of  the  Shawanee  Prophet  and  his  adhe- 
lents,  anterior  to  the  commencement  of  the  late  cam- 
fpgn  against  them,  tinder  the  command  of  Goveraor 
Harrison; 


3.  The  orders  and  authority  vested  in  Governor  Har- 
rison by  the  United  States,  under  which  the  late  expe- 
dition against  the  Indians  was  carried  on ;  and  such 
other  information  relating  to  the  subject,  as,  in  the 

X'nion  of  the  President,  may  be  proper  to  be  commu- 
ated  to  thia  House. 

The' resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

ThQ  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  (he  committee  of  conference  made  on 
the  11th' instant,  together  with  the  message  from 
the  Senate  adhering  to  their  amendments  to  the 
bill  on  this  subject. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Randolph,  to  refer 
the  bill  and  rejwrttoa  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  negatived. 

A-motipn  was  then  made  by^  Mr.  Fis^,  that  this 
House  do  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate. 

'After  mOch  debate,  thex]uestion  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  72,  nays^62,  as  follows 

TsAS^— William  Anderson,  Stevtoson  Archer,  Dan- 
iel Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Joslah  Bartlett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Abgah Bigelow,  Harmanus Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd, 
Elijah  Brigham,EpaphroditU8  Champion,  Mattin  Chit- 
tenden, Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Joh^  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger 
Davis,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Jphn  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  Jackson^  junior,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metealf,  JaaMs 
MiUior,  »am'l  L.  MitchiU,  Jonathan  O.  Moaelay,  Wil- 
liam PauU^g,  jr.,  WiOiam  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  ir., 
Benj'n  Pond,  Peter  B,  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jostah 
Qnincy,  William  Rood,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel 
Einggold,  William  Rodman,  Ebeneser  8age»  Thomas 
Salomons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw^  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  William 
Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  George  Sullivan,  Samuel' 
Taffg^Tt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg  Tallman,  Uri 
fracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr., 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgery, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Nais— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  John  Baker,  David  Bard, 
Burwell  BasseU,  William  Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount, 
Jamea  Breckenridge,  |lobert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  Wm.  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves, 
James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condit,  Mfilli^m 
Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson*  Peterson  GoodT 
wyn,  Edwin  Grav,  Felix  Grundy,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  B.  King,  Abner 
Lacock,  Joseph  Lefevcr,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  William 
Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thos. 
Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  James  Mrtfgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nel- 
son,  Anthony  New>  Thomas  Nowbold,  Thomas  New- 
ton,  Stephen  Otmsby,  Joaeph  Pearsout  Israel  Pickens, 
Jamea  Pleioanta,  jr.,  John  Randolph,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,.John  Sevier,  Daniel  Sheflfey, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  George 
M.  Troup,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WilUams,  Tho- 
mas  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  recede  from  their  disa- 
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greemeot  to  the  Sedate's  amendment,  which  of 
course  prevails,  and  the  ratio  is  fixed  at  35,000. 

Thursday,  December  10. 

Mr.  Baki:r  presented  two  petitions  oC  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Washing- 
top,  praying  that  the  act  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
laying  a  tax  on  marriage  lidenses  of  four  dollars 
may  be  revived  in  Washington  couixty,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  )Eind  thatr  thf  money  thus 
collected  may  be  applied  to  the  use  pf  -schools. — 
Referred  to  the  Commiitee  for  the  Pistfict  of 
Columbia. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Vermont, 
ratifying  and  confirming  an  amendment  proposed 
by  Congress  to  thp  Co,nstitulioh  of  the  United 
Slates,  concerning  the  acceptance  of  tifles  of 
nobility  from  foreign  Powers,  by  citizeqsof  the 
United  States.  .  ^ 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  ffioved  the  following  resolii- 
lion :  .         '  ., 

Reaohedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqqire 
into  the  conduct  ol*  Harry  Toulm in,  Judge  of  the^  Dis- 
trict of  Washington,  in  the  Mississii^i  Territory,  and 
report  whether,  fn  thdr  opinioAi  he  has  so  acted,  in  his 
official  capacity,  as  to  require  the'  interpositibn  of  tl&e 
Constitutional  powers^  of  this  House  ;  iand  Jthat  said , 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  find'papers. 

The  reiolution  was  read,  and  ordered  U>  lie  ^n 
lh«, table. 

Mr.  Rhba  presented  a  reaoluiion  of  ,th^  L^is- 
ktare  of  the  State  of  Teonessee,  dtsf^pfNTOviog^of 
Che  ameDdment  proposed  by  Massachusetts  (o  ihe 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  limiting  the 
doraiioD  <)f  anyact  laying  an  embargo  within  the 
United  States;  disapproving  of  the  tfljiendmtnt 
proposed  by  Virginia  to  the  said  Ct)n«titution«  i^- 
8pecting[  a  removal  fcam  office  of  the  Senators  of 
tne  United  States :  disapproving  of  <he  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Pennsylvania  to  the^said  Con- 
stitution, for  the  ereotion  of  a  tribdnal  to- deter- 
mine controversies  between  the  General  and  State 
Governments ;  and  approving  of  the  am'endment 
proposed  by  Congnsss  to  the  said  Constitution, 
concerning  the  acceptance  of  titled  of  nobility  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States  from  foreign  Powers^ 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  IVestdent  of 
theUnited  States,  transmi  Iting  two  letters' received 
from  Governor  Harrison,  of  th^  Indiana  Terri* 
tory,  reporting  the  particulars  of  the  issue  of  the^ 
expedition  under  bis  command  on  the  Wabash. 
The  Message  and  letters  were  read,  and  referred 
to  Mr.  McKeb,  Mr.  Sevieb,  Mr.  Dreckenbioqe. 
Mr.  Morrow,  Mr.  ALaTOii,  Mr.  Lefi^ver,  ana, 
Mr.  Maxwbill,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  to 
the  'House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Commiuee  on  the  Public  Lands,  made  the 
l^th  ultimo;  and  the  resolutions  thereip  contained 
were  specially  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resohed,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
for  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  on  the  part 
«f  the  United  States,  to  act  with  such  oommiaaionerii 


as  the  Commonwealth  of  Ttiginla  may  appoint,  to 
acvertairt,  and 'finally  determine  and  £x  the  West«m 
boundary  line  of  th^  Virginia  military  tract,  according 
to  the  true  intent  ^nd  meaning  of  the  condition  of^b» 
deed  of  cesaicm  fiiom  Virginia  to  the  '  United  States, 
touching  the  nrilitary  reeervation  between  the  rivers 
Scioto  and  Little  Miami. 

Rtmhed,  That  pravisian  oiUfht  te  be  made  by  )aw 
to  prevant  the  itfaning  of  patanta  on  surveys. executed 
in  Tirtae  of  Virginia  military  warrants,  west  of  the 
boundary  lin«  designated  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
23d- March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four. 

Raalitdr  That,  in  the  avest  of  the  said  existiDg 
faoaadary  Hne  being^^sand  by  the  aaid  commiaaiooeri 
to  exclude  lands  belonging  to  the  Vhginia  miliUiy  tract, 
tha  aaid  «ammi^ienera  shall  ascertain  the  quanti^  and 
qaality  of  theland'so  exclnded,  and  shall  have  power 
to.loqite  other  unappropriated  lands tqual' in  quantity 
and  quality  ;  which  kgids  shall  be  liable  to  location 
under  Virginia  military  land^wfurrants,  from  and  after 
the  — U  day  of  — . 

Onlered^  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  Committee  on 
the  Public;  lands  do  prepare  aifd  bring  ia  the  same. 

On  motionby  Mr.  Bdrwell, 

J?eaoiMd,fTbat  the  president  of  tlie  United 
States  be  requested  to  c^use  to  be  laid  before  this 
Hoiise,  by  th4  proper  ofiicers,  a  statement  of  the 
capital  employed. lu  the  Indian  trade  ;  the  amount 
of  annual  purchases^  sales,  and  articles,  received 
inpayment;  together  witn  the  number,  names, 
and  salaries,  of  agents  employed,  the  places  where 
stationed,  and  s:peeifyinff,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
sut^  o(  the  tradie  at  each  placie  for  the  liist  foar 
years.  V    . 

Messrs.  Bdrwbli^  and  Blbepkeb  were  appoiot- 
e4  aicompittee  to  present  the  said  resoUiti6a  to 
the  President. 

.  rpRBIQN  BELATI0N8. 

The  House  r^ume^  the  ^qonsideratiqn  of  the 
sixth  resglutioD,  reported  bv  the  Qominittee  of 
Foreign  Relations;^  in  th«  following  words : 

*<  6.  Tbht  it  i^  exp^ient  to  permit  4>m  merchant 
Teaaels,  owned  e^uaively  by  resident  citizaAa,'to  axai, 
under  prnpsr  regvdatiohs,  to  be  prescribed  by  law,  in 
aelMefence,  agfiAst  aU  anlawlal  prooeedings  towards 
.|ktaiantheh^hsMw.V  , 

Mr.  FifiDtVT  witMfew  his  OMttoo  te  potipoae 
the  same  to  the  4fat  Monday  in  M«reh» 

Mr.  WBtoBT  withdrew  the'ameadmeothe  had 
proposed,  and  mored  to  strike  out  these  wosds : 
*Un  self-aefence  against  all  mriawfui  proeeedings 
'against  them  on  the  high  seas." 

Mr.  Archbb.— 'The  sixth  f^solntioQ  of  theCoea- 
mittee  of  Foreign  Relations  being  new  on  its  p«»- 
.  sage,  I  must  express  my  sorrow  that  I  am  com  pelted 
to  obtrude  my  humble  observations  upon  tte  fa- 
tigued patience  of  the  House,  and  the  more  ex- 
hausted patience  of  the  nation.  As  I  shall  vote 
against  the  resolptioo,  I  feel  h  to  be  my  indispeo* 
sable  duty  to  detail  to  the  House  the  reasons  by 
which  my  vote  shall  he  actuated.  Many  honor- 
able roembers  may.  perhaps,  conceive,  that  it 
would  be  more  proper  for  me  to  reserve  my  re- 
.  marks  for  the  bill,  when  it  shall  be  reported ;  but, 
sir,  I  have  ever  held  it  to  be  my  sacred  duty  to 
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9ffsme^  even  io  ilt  incipient  9i«te,  every  tqeasore 
whiefa  ma?  be  hostile  lo  tbe -rights^  .or  4>Dgerous 
to  the  iote'retts  9f  my  country^  -lest,  by  not  s^eem* 
ing  to  opp<^  my  eooduct  skoold  be  eoostnied 
into  ao  en^oaragemejit  of  such  a  measure. 

For  What  purpose,  sir,  let  me  ask,  have  we 
adopted  the resoluiioo  precedmgf  this?.  Wais  iX 
for  the  purpose  of  destroyioj^  the  Ooyerqment? 
Was  it  that  the  members  of  that  Army  should 
sheath  thehr  swords  in  the  howels  of  the  Jiberties 
of  their  country  ?  Who  will  impute  to  this  bo^y 
so  disgraceful  a  motive  ?  Are  you  about  to  raise 
a  standing  army,  not  for  the  purpose  of,  making^ 

5 reparations  for  war,  but  with  a  view  of  intimi- 
a&iog  Great  Britain  to  recede  ft-om  ber  unjust 
infractions  of  our  neutral  rights?  Do  not  think 
that  she  will  be  intimidaied  by  any  preparations 
which  you  can  make,  however  form.tdable  they 
may  be.  She  knows,  too  well,  your  conduct 
heretofore,  to  believe  .you  are  in  earnest.  .She 
knows  tliat,  many  yc^rs  ago,  you  •pesK>lved  to  re« 
sjit,  hot  that  this  boWorabie  determiiiaiion  termi- 
nated iff  ao. empty  resolution.  She  kntHrs,  too 
weU,  Chat  you  bare  been,  heretofore^bdigal  in 
words,  and  parsimoiHoas  in  spirited  detioo.  .  I  do 
not  set  myaelf  up  for  a  prophet;  but,  mark  me,  if 
it  be  not  troe.  that  Qreat  Britain  wiH  not  do  vou 
justice  tiU  you  cnrrr  the  war  but  of  this. ball  into 
tke  heart  of  ber  colonial  ^errieories.    . 

Under  the  fiNuesi  eonytetion,  then,  as  i  atn, 
that  war  betweeii  the  United  States  a^d  Gkeat 
Bffitato— if  we  have  any  respect  for  our  honor  as 
a  natiuo — w411  be  an  .event  of  inevitable  eonse^ 
(luence,  I  hare  in  vain  searched  for  the  i^asoos 
which  wouid  induce  us  to'  authorize  061^  meV- 
cbaat  iressels  to  hrm  against  all  unlawful  moles*' 
tations  on  the  high  seas.  .As  the  resorotion  is,  in 
its  nature,  general,  every  Qian  must  seig;  on  the 
contrary,  the  dangers  necessarily  attendant  up^ 
the  adoption  of  sach  a  measure.  '  You  are  now 
on  the  very  verge  of  war,  and  you  should,  there* 
fore,  be  caraiuTnot  to  multiply  your  enemies^ 
You  mayi^^y  passing  this  reso|ution,iuakte  France 
your  eoeoiy:  1  ou  may  enlist  Daflfnarhaad  other 
Powers  ef  Europe  against  you.  this  is  an  event 
which  wouid  he  deeply  depfeeaied  f  and,  that>it 
ahfliuld  happen,  is  -nothing  mprobaUe;  ior.yonr 
merikants,  anined  as  they  will  be,Hn  defence  oi 
their  eoumeixse,'>may  select  the  iMtion  who'is  to 
beynoreoeny.  If  thevare  moleste<|l  in  th^ircota- 
meree,  .whether  lawM  op  unkiwful,  they  will  be 
disposed  to  reetst.  At  anV  rate,  they  will  be  the 
indges  of  the  juncture  when  their  intFrests  may 
call  (or  the  intetposition  of  force,  and  will  ^er« 
cite  that  force  according  to  their  own  whims  and 
caprices.  Thie.y  sail  on  the  oceanr.  clo|hfd  with 
national  authority,  and  for  their  actions,  whether 
lawful  or  unlawful,  you  will  be  compelled  to  an^ 
swer.  Sir,  I  respect  the  highly  honorable  occu- 
pation of  a  merchant^  but  am  not,  disposed  to 
carry  that  respect  so  faf  as  to  give  my  sanction  to 
the  adoption  of  a  measure^  which  may  jeopardize 
the  peace,  and  endanger  the  interests  otmy  eoup- 
try.  If  this  resolution  wereio  authorize  an  arm- 
ing against  Qreat  Britain  aione,  this  argument 
wottUT  have  no  efi^ct  $  but  as  it  has  a  View  to  a 


general  arq|ii]^  against  all  natioiis,  this , reason- 
ing is  conclusive  on  my.mind^  and  must  operate 
in  the  same  way.  upon  all  men  who  willgive  the 
subject  a  dispassionate  consideration.  The  con« 
sequences  of  such  a  measure  are  plain  and  obvi- 
ous. Now,  let  U9  examine  whether  there  exists 
any  reason  sufficiently  powerful  to  outweigh  these 
considerations. .  « 

What  is  the  object,  and  (he  only  one  too^as 
stated  by  the  honorable  chaiirman  of  the  Com- 
nailtee^f^ Foreign  Relations,' (Mr.  PoaTSR))  for 
the  adoption  oi  this  m,easure  ?  Your  vessels  will 
be  armed  and  prepared  for  privateering  the  mo- 
ment war  shall  be  declar^dL  Why,  sir,  do  you 
think  the  Doercbants  will  believe  that  you  really 
intend  to  go  to^  war  ?  •  And,  if  they  doubt  upon 
this  sulvi^cj:,.d6'you  sup]diosQ  they  will  beso  re- 
jg;ardless  of  their  own  interests  as  to  expend  their 
capital.in  fitting;, out  ^rivateen^^  w)ien  no  aboottHe 
certainty  eaists  thftt  war  is  yoQr  object,  or  your 
serious  intention  ?  It  woujd,  certainly,  benn  ob- 
ject of  no  inconsiderable  moment  to  have  priva* 
teers  prepared  to  harass  and  disturb  the  com- 
mier^eof  Great  Britain  Jn  the. event  of  war.  If 
this  he  your  olyect,  you  are  taking  a  very  rm- 
proper  coui'se  to  obtam  it»  If  such  be  your  object, 
take  some  decided.and  en^getic  step  \vhioh  will 
'convince  even  the  incredulous  that  you  will  resort 
to  the'  sword  to  obtain  justice,  and  your  end  will 
soon  he  eflectedi  But,  do  notdepVess  th^e  hopes 
of  clie  nation  by  sanetionibg  this  tame,  imbecile, 
and  tern f>oriz ing  s^rstem. 

What  is.  the  spirit  that  breatba^  in.  the  ire  res- 
olutions which  have  been  adopted— resolutitms 
which  Were  in  entire  accordance  with  uiy  feel- 
ings 1  I&  it  not  a  spirit  of  war  ?  D6  thi^  not 
bear  a  hostile,  aspect?  Ace  ihey  not  calculated 
to  Induee  Qreat  Britaip  to  believe  that  fori)ear- 
ande  on  our  par«  has  terminated,  and  that  we  are 
resolved,  unless  she  speedily  extend  to  us  full  and 
aniple  justice,  to  decide  the  contest  by  the  sword  ? 
Have  you  "any thing  to  hope,  hy  operating  upon 
,the  minds  of  the  rulers  of  that  nation,  a  convic- 
tion that  you  are  boMting  no  Ipnger  ? .  I£  you  do 
enleftain  such  a  hope,  1  pray  you^  do  not  adopt 
this  measure-^  measure  which  will  show,  her 
the  flucltiatioh  of  our  opinions,  and  the  repug- 
nancy pf  our  plans ;  a  measure  which-  will  liul 
to  sleep  her  fears  of  ,war,  and  convince  ber  Hot 
only  of  your  indecision,  hut  of  your  timidity  to 
nnsheatli  your  sword  in  defence  Of  ri^ts  clear 
and  undisputed,  and  in  avenging,  injuries  too 
glaring;  for  the  digniity  and  honor  of  ^a  aatioo  to 
submit  to.  Are  the  wishes  of  this  nation  10  be 
upattended  to?  Ought,  we  not  to  relieve  its 
anxieties?  Or,  are  we  tp  tantalize  their  hopes 
with  energy  in  one  law  and  imbecility  in  anoth- 
er ?  Are  the  merchaats  to  be  told,  we  will  pro- 
tect their  commerce  ?  By  what  ?  By  granting 
them  a  right  which  nature  has  already  given  to 
them^  Is  commerce  to  be  protected  by  abridg- 
ing the  natural  rights  of  the  people?  Is  this 
measure  ho  abridgement  of  their  rights  ?  Does 
it  not  confine  the  legality  of  arming  to  resident 
citizens  alone?  Look  at  the  measure  as  you 
pleaae,  it  is  a  dead  letter.    Is  this  the  period,  of 
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ftli  others  to  be  selected  to  iaeorporate  anirieati- 
ing lawt  in  the  body  cf  yotkr  statute  book?  Do, 
DOt  satirize,  .bysach  an  act,  the  manly  sensibility 
of  the  people.  Do  not  paralyze  the  Dational  arm. 
No;  let  us  do  justice  to  the  nation  by  the  adop- 
tion of  soph  measures  as  i«JH  renoVate  the  de- 
pressed spirits  of  our  coostitaenls ;  wbich  wil) 
prevent  them  from  falliog  into  that  destructive 
and  deadly  langOor  which  this  resolution  is  cal- 
'eulated  to  produce.  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me^to  addreu  ipy  seoti-, 
roents  plainly  lo  jrou.  The  peoj^e  are  becoming 
tired  of  the  indecision  of  this  body.  T!heY  have^ 
rea(L  mftny  a  fine  and  gaudy  speech  which  has 
^B  delivered  in  this  hall,  and  let  me  say,  too, 
that  they  have  seen  much  of  bad  votinjf.'  Uis 

■  high  time  to  throw,  off  k-  temporizing  policy,  and 
to  take  a  decided  aiid  energetic  stand— no  arming 
of  merchantmen  without  the  pdrilege  of  making 
reprisals,  and  .reprisals  from  ihat  Powef  too,  spe- 
oifieaUyj  that  oppresses  y oy .  Had  m y  worth y  col- 
league (Mr.  Wright)  nofwtthdrawn  hftsan&end- 
ment,  I  would  have^iv^n  it  mv  sanction.  I  admit 
it  woald  have  been  an  act  or  war,  and  for  that 
reason  I  would  have  voted  for  it  pfor,  in '  our 
present  situation,  it  is  impossible  to  obtaib  en- 
nstments  without  the  adoption  ot  son^e^  sacji 
measure. 
'  Instead,  sir,  of  this  resolutioq,  I  seriotisly  think 
that  poFicy  dictates  Jo  iis  to  lay  an  embargo  on 
our  vessels  for  a  limued  time.  Not  an  emoai^o 
of  coercion  on  foreign  Powers,  but  an  etnba/go 
for  the  preservation  of  our  propert^^whioh  is  now 
afloat  on  the  surface  of  the  ocean.  It  wpuld  pre- 
Tent  those  innumerable  bankruptcies  which  would 
be  imm^ lately  consequent  on  a  declaration  of 
war  in  all  your  mercantile  towns ;  bankrtiptcies 
which  are  not  only  injurious  to  the  bankrupts 
themselvesi  but  deadly  to  the  resources  of  the 
nation,  for  The  wealth. of  a  natlon^  should  always 
be  graduated  by  the  wealth  of  i(s  ditizens.  You/ 
merdhanu  are  now  sfiiling  in  erery'sea  with  the 
productions  of  your  soil.  We  shall  have  to  con; 
tend  with  the  most  formidable  naval  Power  in 
the  wdrld,  and  the  moment  war  is  declared  Vonr 
commerce  will  be  swept  from  the  surface  of  the 
deep.  We  ahould  gathertn  bur  mercbant'ships. 
We  should,  in  truth,  sir,  act  like  provident  hus- 
bandmen. Let  us,  therefore  go  into  our  unpro- 
tected fields,K;ut  down  our  harvest,  and  remove 
it  to  places  of  security,  that  our  enemies  and  not 
ourselves  may  be  the  gleaners  in  the  field. 

If,  sir,  the  resolution  now  under  censideratioo- 
should  be  adopted,  the  whole  system  will  form  a 
strange  picture.  You  may  touch  iv  with  >he 
master-pencil  of  a  Rubens,  it  will  still  be  a 
homelv  picture,  incongruous  in  its  parts,  and'in 
the  whole  ungraceful.  It  does  appear  to  me  to 
be  a  perfect' anomaly,  a  measure  which  can.  be 
classed  under  neither  the  general  head  of  peace 
or  war.  The  Lacedemonians,'  i{  is  said,  pUt  to 
death  all  deformed  infants.  I  trust  this  House 
will  be  endued  with  a  Lacedemonian  spirit  which 
will  crush  this  creature  in  the  deformity  of  its 

.birth,  and  that  it  will  not  be  suffered  to  hang  a 
dead  weight  on  the  nation.    Thus,  sir,  have  I 


offered  to  ytxi  a  few  of  the  reasons  which  opewte 
upon  my  mind,  and  which  wHl  induce  me  to  r0ie 
against  the  resolution,  i  have  doae  so  to  prevent 
a  misconstruction  of  my  tnotive^nd  tnataay 
reasons  may  go  i^ith  my  vote  to  my  eonstitoeiiu. 
I  should  have  placed  my  views  in  a  clearer  ligiit 
Upon  tbi& subject  to  the  House,  but  the  embarrass- 
ments inseparable  from  one  who  is  unaccustomed 
to  address  deliberativ^-assembli^,  have  prevented 
fne  from  doing  to  the  subject  that  justice  whieh 
it  merits. 

The  question  was  now  taken,  and  decided  as 
folio  wa: 

YiAs-^Wilfw  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daoiel  Avery,  Ezckiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard;  Jostah  Bartlett,  WUUam  W.  Bibb,  William  A. 
Barwell,  Willia;ai  Bntler,  JohnCIopton,  William  Craw- 
ford, ftoger  Davia,  5'oseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dtnsmoor, 
Thomas  Oholson,  Pctfewon  Ooodwyn,  FeKx  Grundy, 
Boiling  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  JoAin  M.  Hyneman,  R. 
M.  JohnsOTi,  iMeph  Kenti  WHGam  R.  King,  PMw 
Little,* Andrew  Lyie,  WilHam MeCiyy,  Sanrael  McKae, 
Alexand^  M«Ktm>  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Mor- 
gan, Aathony  New,  Sti^phea  Orau^v  iamea  Pl«a«- 
antstjiui.,  Peter  B.  Porte^  ieaiah  Qaifeiey,  WiHaam 
Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  lehn  Rhea,  John  Roane,  J«kn 
Sevier,  GeoRge  Smith,  George  M.Tioap,  Robt.  White- 
hiU,  Dav^d  R.  WtUiama,  and  kob^  Wright— 46. 

N-ATS—Joha  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Wm.  Blaisk- 
todge,  Herman^  Bfoecker,  Thoniaa  Bloont,  Adam 
Boyd,  James  Breckewnlge,  Blijab  ftrigham,  Robert 
Brown,  Johh  C.  Ci^lhoua,  Epaphroditas  ChempMn, 
La^don  Cheves^  Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochntn, 
Thomas  B.  Cookoi^  Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
46hn  Dawson,  William  Ely,  William  Findley,  ^ames 
Fisk^  Asa  Fitch^  Meshack  Franklin,  Thoa.  R.  Gold, 
Charles  GoldsUorough,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Obed  Hall, 
John^A.  Harper,  Jacob'Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
Abner  Laoock;  Lyfaian  Xa^,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph 
Lewis',  junior,  Robert  Le  Koy  Livingston,  William 
Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Arcfiibald  McBrjde,  Amnah  Metcali^ 
James  Milnor, Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moedej, 
Hugh  Nelson^  Thomas  Newbold.  Thomas  Newton, 
William  Panldiirg,  jnniov,  Joseph  F^earson,  larad  ^^. 
ens,  WUKam  Piper,  Timothj  Pitkin,  junior,  Banjamin 
Pond,  EU4ia  R.  Potter,  Henry  M.  Ridg^  Jonathan 
Roberta,  WiUlam  Rodman,'  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Ebcneaer 
Seaver,  Oarfinel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shafiegr,  John  Flaailin, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Btenford,  Phiiifi  Stuart,  mhs 
Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea,  Samuel  Taggaft,  Benjairfn 
TaHmadga,  Pekg  TaHman,  Uri  Tra<^,  Charlea  Tur- 
ner, junior,  Pierre  Van  Cortlaodt,  iun.,  Lahan  Wliea- 
ton,  Le<)nard  Whi^Bj^  W^iUiam  Widgery,  and  Thomaa 
Wiliion— T7,  .    .  . 

A  Motion  ^as  tben  made  by  Mr.  McKm  to 
amend  the  sdid'  resolution  by  striking  out  these 
words: 

<*  Permit  oar  merchaiit  veasels,  owned  exclnaiTely 
by  resident  citizens,  and  commanded  and  navigntad 
solely  by  citizens,  to  arm  under  propel  regnlationa,  to 
be  presoibed  by  law,  in  self-defence  against  all  unlaw- 
fal  proeeedinga  against  them  on  th^  high  seas,"  te  the 
purpose  of  inaerting  the  following :  ^  anfhoriaa  mar- 
chant  veaaela  of  the  United  Statea  to  arm,  under  proper 
regttlationa,  to  b^praacrtbed  by  law :'' 

And  the  qtiestion  being  taken  so  to  amend,  it 
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;  deleriDLoed  in  the  Degative — yeas  24,  nays 
92,  as  follows :     v 

Y&A8 — WnUam  Anderaon^  Stevenfon  Archer,  Jotiah 
Bartlett,  W^lam  Blackledge,  /ohn  Clopton,  Lewis 
CoDdit,  laaianu  Greeo,  Felix  Grundy,  BoUiDg  Hall, 
Aylett  Hawes^  Joseph  Kent,  Abncr  Lacock,  Peter  Lit- 
tle, George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Alexander 
McKinif  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Stephen 
Ormaby,  Samuel  Ringgold,  George  M/  Troup,  •  David 
B*  Williams,  William  Widgery.  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  l)aniel  Avery,  Ezekiel 
Baeon,  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  WHUam  W.  Bibb, 
Abijah  Bigelow,  Haripanus  Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount, 
Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  £rgah  Bjigham, 
Bobort  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Burwell,  WiUiam  Butler, 
John  C.  Calhoao^  I^gdon  Chev^,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Jamea  Cochran,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  .William 
Qrawiord,  John  Davenport,  iuiuor»,  Roger  .Davis,  jphn 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha^  William  Ely.  William  Find- 
ley.  Aaa  Fitch,  Meahack  Franklin,  Thomas- Gholson, 
Thomas  S.  Gold,  Ckarles  Goldsborough,  Peterion 
.  Goodvryn,  Obed  HaU,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  HyHk- 
man,  Ridmid  Jackson,  jun., ^^chard  M.Johnson,  Wil- 
liam R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  I^efever,  "Robert  Le 
Boj  Liringslon,  William  Lownded,  Aaron  Lyie,  Na- 
thsmiel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  WiUiam.  McCoy, 
Amaah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  MitehiH, 
Jamea  Morgaib'Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
]ej,.Hugh  Nelson,  Tboma^,  Newton,  ^iHiam  I^auld- 
ing,  jun.,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William 
Piper,  Timothy  Pi^in,  jun.„  James  Pleasants,  junior, 
Beqjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Pofteiv  £li^ba  R.  Potter, 
Joaiah  Qoincy,  Willian}  ^eed,  JHenry  M.  Ridgely, 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,.  Jonathan  Roberts, «. WiUiam 
Rodman,  Ebenf^er.  Sage, .  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebe- 
nexer  Sea ver,  John  8evi<i^,  l^amuel  Shaw,  Daniel  SheU 
fejf  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Rich* 
ard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  ^.  Stur- 
gea,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Feleg 
Tallman,  Charles  Tur,Ber,  junior,  Pierre  Van  Cort^ 
landtyjanior,  Lahan  Wheftton,  Leonard  White,  and 
Thomaa  WUson. 

The  qUestioD  w«a  then  taken  lo  concur  With 
tbe  Committee  t>f  the  whole  Heuse  on  the  sia,te 
of  the  UoioD  in  their  ef^eem^t  io  tbe  said  sixtt^ 
resolaiioo,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations;  and  resolred  in  the affifmatiTe— : 
yeas  97,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

YxAS — W^Iliq  Alston,  joh.,  William  Anderson,  Dan- 
iel ATery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Josiah  Bai'tlett, 
IVilliam  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelpw,  WUUam  Black- 
ledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Jamos  Brcckenridg^,  Eli- 
jah Bngham,  Wm  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphro- 
<fitas  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Clopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Con3it,  WIU 
Item  Crawford,  Johh  Davenport,  junior,  Roger  Davis, 
John  Dawson,'  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinstboor,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  Wm.  Findley,  Ada  Pitch,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsbo- 
Tongh,  Peterdon  Goodwyn,  Isaiih  L.  Greeh,  Felix 
Gnmdy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Ayktt  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson, 
junior,  Ricfaaid  M.  Johnson,  WiQiam  R.  King,  Abner 
Laeock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  J^  Roy  LMottton,  Aaron  Lyle,  George  C. 
MazweU,  Thomas  Mo4le,Arc)Mbald  MeBryde,  WUliam 
McCoy,  Arnnah  Metcalf,  JaMiea  Milnor,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hagh  Naison,  Thomds 
^•vbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,'  WU- 


liam Paulding,  junior,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, WiUiam  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Jao^es 
Pleasants,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Elisba  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qdincy,  WUliam  Reed,  Henry 
M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgpld,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammoiis,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  SmiUe,.  John  Smith, 
SUas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin TaUmadge,  Peieg  Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
landt,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Wm. 
Widgeryj  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats  —  Stevenson  Archer,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,.  James  Cochran, 
Jacob  HuHy,, Joseph.  Kent,  WUliam  Lowndes,  Natha- 
niel Macon,  Samuel  McKeo,  A-lexand^r  McKim,  Sam- 
ueLL.  MitchUl,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  Roberta, 
WUliam  Rodman*.  Daniel  SheBby,  Richard  Stanford, 
PhUip  S^uartr  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  WUliaffls, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in 
pursuant  to  the  aaid  resplution;  and  that  the 
Committee  on  Foreigq  Relations  do  prepare  Mid 
bring  rn  thetiame.*  \ 

FaroAT,  Decediber  20. 

Otdered^  That  Mr.  New  be  excused  from  serv- 
ing on  the  commit  tee  appointed,  thre  13ih  ultimo, 
on  the  mempHal  of  Matinew  Lyon,  who  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  prosecutions  before  courts 
of  ihe  Cnited  States^  for  libels  under  t^e  sedition 
law;  and  that  Mr.  Grjdndt  be  appointed  of  the 
said  committee  ^n  his  place. 

Mr.  Fauldino  presented  a  pHition  of  Peter 
Laodai^,  prayingkto  be  allowed  and  paid  his  share 
of  prize  rnqney^^in  three  vessels  captured  by  hifn 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  while  con^mander  of 
tbe  United  States'  frigatje  Ailiaoce.  ' 

Mr.  Pb  moved  that  the  petition  he  referred  to  a 
select  committee;  negatived. . 

A  m^sage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  raise  an  additional  military  force ;"  to 
which  th^y  desire  the  concui'reoqe  of  this  House. 
The  bill,  was  read  twice,  aod  referred  to  the  Com- 
ilaittee  on  Foreign  Relation?.  .  . 

The  House  resolved  it$elf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation 
from  the  United  States,  o^  Territories  thereof,  of 
any  goods,  .wares;  or  merchandise^  under  the  au- 
thority of  permits  or  licenses  derived  frora^  any 
foreign  t'ower  ;^  and,  ^fter  some  time  spent  there- 
in, w-  Commuted  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

The.  bill  froBi  th/9  Sepate  for  completing  the 
existing  Military  Establish meot^  was  read  the 
third  time  in  Coihmittee  oi  the  Whole,  and 
passed— ^ea^  110,  nays  11,  as  foUows: 

YxAS — WiUis  Alston,. jun.,  WUliam  Andenon,  Dan- 
iel Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Josiah  Bart- 
letl,  Burwell  Baaeett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  WnA.  Black- 
ledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  James 
Breckenntfee,  El^ah  Brighaxi,  Robert  Brown,  WUliam 
A.  BorweU,  WiUiam  Butler,  Johh  C.  Calhoun,  Lang- 
don. Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Coehran,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis 
Copdit,  WUUmn-  Crawford,  Roger  Dfkvsi,  John  Daw- 
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son,  Jbieph'BeBfaa,  Stamuel  Dinsmoor,  Eliaa  Burle, 
William  Fibdlej)  James  Fiak,  A«a  Fitch,  Meahack 
Franklin,  Tl^omaa  Gholson,  Tkomaa  R.  Gold,  Cbaries 
Goldsborou^,  Peteraon  Goodwjn,  Isaiah  L.  Qreen, 
Felix  Chruhdy,  Bolting  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Har- 
per, Aylett  Hawes,  Jo^n  M.  Hyneman,-  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Joseph  l^ent,  Wdliam  R,  l^n^,  Abiier  La.- 
cock,  Joseph  Lcfever,  Peter  LHtle,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  William  Lowiides,'  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Maconr  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald 
McBryde,  William  McCoy,-  Samuel  McKce,  Alexan- 
der McKiQi,  Arunah  Metcalf,Bamael  L.  Mitchill,  Jas. 
'Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  ^Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Hngh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thos. 
Newton*  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  janior, 
Joseph- Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Pij^r,  Timo- 
thy' Pitkin,  junior,  'James  Pleasants,  junior,  Benjamin 
Pond,  Peter  B.  "Porter,  Joslah  Qurncy,  Willliim  Reed, 
Henry  M.  l^idgely,  Samilel  Ringgold.  John  Rhel,  John 
Roane,  Jon^an  Robert^',  William  Rodman,  Tbombs 
Sammons,  Bbenezer  8ea«er,  John  8«vier,  Adam  8ey- 
bert,  SanuMl  Shaw,  Daniel  8h?iey,  John  StalUe,  CFeo. 
BmHh,  John  Smith,  Pfailij)  8tuaTt,-6ilM  Stow,  Swnuel 
Taggaxi,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Geoige  H. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner^  junior,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
junior,  Leonard  White,  David  R.  Williams,  William 
Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright  .  I        .        ■ 

NATS^—Abijah  Big^ow,Adam  Bdyd,  Bpaphroditus 
Champion>  J«»ha  Davenport,  junior,  WiHiam'  Ely,  Ly- 
man Jjaw,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Richard  Stanfoid,  Lewu  ^^  Qturges,  and  Laban 
Wheatom 


Satdrpat,  December  21. 
■  On  in6tioA  of  Mr.  PoiNDBXtBB,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  cdnsiderthe  resolutioir^ubmitted  by  him 
OD  the  J9th  instant  J.  when,  Mr.  Pi  withdrew  the 
resolqtioBj  knd  mo^ed  ^thajt  the  letter  of  Cawies 
Mead,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representative^ 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  With  the  present- 
ment of  the  grand  jorV  of  Baldwin  County,  in 
said  Territory,  against  Harry  Toolmin,  Judge  t)f 
(he  Superior  Court  of  Washington  District,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  comniittee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  House  ;  which  was  agreed  to,  add 
Messrs.  PoitiDEXTER,  Bibb,  R^ba^  Calhoi7n^ Ta- 
liaferro, BiGELbw,  and  Ci]AMt*iON,  w^re  ap- 
pointed the  committee.  .  • 

STATUSES  'of  limitation. 

Mr.  Gboi^on,  from- the  Committee  of  Olains, 
'Who  were  instructed  by  a. resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  llth  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  tiie  expediency 
of  repealing  or  suspending  the  various  acts  of 
limitation, -SQ  far  as  they  operate  to  bar  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  descriptions  of  claims,  made  a 
report  thereon.-^Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  ^the  report  of  the  Comniittee  of 
Cfoima' 'OB  ibe  petitibn  of  Rees  Nanna  and 
othersi    The  report  is  as  follows :     ■ 

Thai  they  have  bestowed  oh  the  resolntion  that  Alll 
consideration  to  which  it  was-  entitled.*  They  felt,  on 
the  one  hand,  sincere  86liettude  to  devise  some  just  and 
adequate  method  of  satisfying  the  claims  in  question ; 
while,  on  the  other,  they  were  forcibly  struck  with  the 
miavoidafde  scenes  «f  speoulation  and  fraud  which 
w>eiitd  etteite  the  fepeid  ot  snapenaioii  of  any  of  the 


acts  of  limitation,  whereby  those  claims  are  barred.  If 
the  old  soldier,  his  widow,  or  his  orphan,  were  alone  to 
be^  benefited  by  such'snspensfon,  your  committee  would 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  it.  '  rast  f^P^i^^^®* ^<'^* 
ei^er,  hath  evidently  shown  that  similar  legislative  in* 
dulgences  hate  enured  almost  ezdnsivefy  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  unprincipled  speculator,  and  those  who 
avi^  themselyes  of  the  ignorance  and  suJlMist  upon  the 
misfortunes  of  ethers,  We'  have  innumerable  exam- 
ples of  the  truth  of  this  position,  in  the  oonsequenees 
that  resulted  not  only  from  the  varidus  suspensions  of 
these  acts  which  have  hitherto  taken  place,  but  more 
especially  from  the  adoption  of  the  Funding  System. 
It  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  the  conse- 
quences ;  IKey  are  too  weH  known. 
'  Although  A  communication  received  fh>m  ^e  Treas- 
ury at  a  former  session  holdk  oUt  an' opinion  that^eie 
aM  in  the  possession  of  'that  D^artinent  sfuffieient 
checks  and  guards  to  protect  the  United  State*  from 
imposition  and  ft-aud  in  the  p|lyment  of  «  certain  part 

«f  Jthose  cUdms^  the' committee  are  difi^rentlyimpi^eas- 
d.  They  have  seen  a  transcript  fh>m  the  booke  of 
the  Tre^sufty,  published  to  th^  world»  exhibiting  the 
name9  of  a'certain  dassof  clAnante;  said  to  eop- 
posr  that  a  facility  of  this  kind,  thus  offeted  to  s^ieeu- 
lative  artifice  and  management,  would  not  be  ensed 
npon  and  used  by  the  speculator  to  impose  xvptm  Qor- 
emment,  itr  to.  suppose  a  thing  contrary  to  all  exfferi- 
-ence.  The  committee  f^l  themselves  by  no  neana 
able  to  draw  a  line  of  distitfctton  belVreen  a  Just  dnm 
liquidated  and  a'just  one  unliquidated ;  and  to  attempt 
tihe  invidious  task  of  distinction  in  p<nnt  of  ■  merit, 
yi^here  there  can' bo  no  dlfibrence,  and  to  open  ^e 
statutes  of  limitation  }n  order  to  relieve  apart  or  a  ftw 
favorite  classes  of  claims,  does  not  coarpoit,  in  the 
view  of  y6ur  conimittee;  with  any  principle  of  faimeas, 
or  with  that  eqt»a1  system  of  distributive  jii^iee  which 
ought  to  be  dispensed  toward  all.  r  When  they  take  a 
retrospective  view  of  the  subject,  and  find  that  meat  of 
those  atatutes  were  first  passed  in  the  times  and  under 
the  patriot  counsels  of  the  ohl  Oongresa,  and  that  the 
more  general  one  which  took  effect  hi  1*794  was  paaoed 
uiider  the  Adurinistration  of  Oeaeral  Washiagtoo,  who 
Was  l^mself  the  diiefqf  soldiers  a»  he  was  the  chief  of 
theijr  patrons  add  friends  in  e^ecy  etation ;  but  he  was 
equally  the  friend  of  Uis  country,  and  gave  that  aet  the 
sanction  of  his  name,  as  founded,  at  least,  in  a  policy  of 
general  justice  and  riffht,  which  the  Government  had 
beeh  at  lengfh  obliged  to  resort  to  and  maintain  in  aelf- 
de^enoe ;  that  every  Congress  since  has  invariably  ad- 
hered tb  the  general  policy  of  those  laws.;  and,  after 
the  lapse  of  so  many  years,  when  the  difficulty  of  doing 
justice  has  increased  with  the  increase  of  tifne,  aad 
when  a  partial  repeal  would  but  tend  tb  increase  the 
discontent  and  dissatisfaction  of  ^very  Class  of  daiai- 
ants  which  should  remain  unprovided  for,  the  commit- 
tee cannot,  from  any  view  they  have  b^en  able  to  take 
of  tl^e  subject,  recommend  the  repeal  or  suspension  of 
any  of  those  statu! esv  They  would,,  tbeiefore,  beg 
leave  to  submit  th^oilowing  resolution : 

kuolvedy  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  repeal  or  sus- 
pend any  of  the  acts  of  limitation,  whereby  the  afore- 
said descriptions  of  claims  are  barred. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  Lie  on  the  table. 

RULB8  ANDl  ORDERS. 
'    The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommklee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  re|>ort  of  the  setoet  eomoittlee 
appomted  to  prefMre  such  Standing  Ruks  aad 
Ordvts  of  Proceeding  as  are  prepier  to  be  obs«rred 
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tbemo.  The  Commit  tee  rase,  and  reported  tbeir 
agreemeot  to  the  Rales  and  Orders  of  Proceddieg 
as  eooiatDed  tberehi',  with. several  ameadmenls; 
all  of  wbicb  ipece  sererally  coDcurred  in  bf  tbe 
Booae. 

A  modoB  was  made  hy  ^r.  Lacock  to  aro.end 
tbe  said  Rules  by  sirikiao^  out  tbese  irords }.  ^*  He 
^  ibail  (tneaming^  ike  Speaker)  bare  tbe  right  to 
'  Dame  piry.  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  ihe 
'  Chatr,  bat  such  soiratitutioa  shall  not  exteod  be- 
'  yoad-aa  adjonromeat  f  wbieh  wa?  determined 
Id  the  negative. 

Mr.  NCI.80N  moved.  %o  aaaesd  the  said  Roles 
by  adding  to  the  Jast  paragraDb^'relaiing  to  the 
pferiooa  qufstion,  the  words  (bl lowing :  .'^  If  the 
*  pseviffiis  question  be  decided  affirmatively,  every 
'  member,  w1m>  shall  not  have  s^ea,  shall  have 
'  a^-  nirht  H>  speak  onee  upoa  Hie  main  q«ea» 


Alter  debate' thereon,  an  adjournment  wa&calK 
ed  for,  and  carried. 


Monday,  December  23.  .  i 
Mr.  CoituiT  presented  a  petition  ofsuodry  man- 
nfiicturers  of  bar  iroa,  castfnga,  nails,  JSm;.,  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  praying  tbat  tbe  importa* 
tion  t>f  iroB  from  foreign^  ccruntries  may  be  pro- 
hibited, or  that,  additional  duties  may  be  laid  on 
the  impoitatioii  tbereof.^-Referred  »o  the  Com- 
mit tee  ofl  Commerce  and  Maaafactur^Si  v 

Mr,  PeRTEK  presented  a  petHtoo  of  thfs  Com*- 
lalasioBera  of  the  State  of  New  Yorky  praying 
tbe  co-operation  and  aid  of  Congress  ip  opening 
**a  eaiaal  ■a:Tigaiioo  between  tbe  Great  Lakes  and 
Htidsoft'i  river.^'- Referred  to  the  committee  ap> 
peiated.  tbe  seventh  instani^  on.  the  petition  of  the 
Presideiit  and  Directors  of  the  Union  Caael  Com- 

giny  of  PeiMsylvania ;  and  that  Mestirs.  Poatea, 
ASTLpn^  Briobam,  JACKaoN,  MosatET,  Hur- 
TY,  STKOira,  PiomsNs,  WiLLiAMtf,  Hai.l  of  Geor- 
gia, OtLunBT;  GrundT)  Morrow,  aod.BAiil^,  be. 
tided  to  tli^  said  committee^ 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
tbe  United  States  communicating  copies  of, an 
act  «f  tbe  Legislatnse  of  New  York,  relating  to 
a  canal  from  the  great  lakes  to,  Hudson  riv«r.— 
Referred,  dtc 

Me.'Gbolspn,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 
made  an  unfavorable*  report  on  the  petition.of 
JoMfik  Wbeatoa ;  Dvhieh  w^  coqcuri^  in,  and 
tbe  pettttouer  bad  leave  to  wlhdraw  bis  petition ^ 
tod  aceompanytDg  doeumcnts. 

IMPORTS,  TONNAGE,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  Hpuse  a  statement 
of  the  several  banks  in  which  (he  public  money 
is  deposited,  arid|gbe  amount  which  is^desigoated 
to  each  bank,  t^lher  with  tbe  greatest  amount 
that  has  been  deposited  in  eaqh  bank  at  any  one 
petied,  since  the  fourth  day  of  M^rch,  Aqno 
DoQuoi  1811 ;  and,  als6,  the  amount  deposited  in 
each  bank  ou  the  thirtieth  of  September,  Anno 
DooHBA  1811  \  and  he  is  also  directed  to  inform 


this  House  on  what  terms,  under  what  au^ority, 
and  en  what  security.. ^uch  deposites  are  made. 
*  A  motion  was  then  made  by*  Mr.  Pitkin,  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutionr: 

1.  Resohji^,  That  tbe  Secretaiy  pf  the  Treasurf  be 
dhrecte'd'  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
amount,  in  value,  of  the  imports  and  eiports  of  tbe 
Unifted8^te8»  for  each  year,  from  the  fbuith  of  Mardi, 
Anno  Domini  1789,  to  thei  cMse.  of  the  year  Anno- 
Domini  181 Q,  as  far  as  prsctaoable ;  dittlngnisbing  the 
imports  and  exports  of  eath  State  and  Territory ;  also, 
distinguishing  the  •  value  of  the  exports  of  domestic 
productions  from  those  of  foreign.  ^ 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  be. 
directed  to  lay  before  ^hla  House  a  statement  of  the 
district  tonnage,  of  the  United,  States,  within  each 
State  and  Tenitorj,  for  each.  year«  from  the  fourth  of 
March,  Anno  Dommi  1789,  to  the  close  of  tbe  year 
1810,  distinguishing,  as  far  as  pradicable,  t^'e  amount 
employed  in  foreign  trade,  the  coastbg  trade,  and  in 
tbe  'tisheries ;  also,  a  8tat«ment  of  the  fbreign  tonnage 
employed  in  the  trade  of  the  United  State's,  for  each 
year, 'during  the  same  period.  ^ 

8.  Seaolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treastfry  be 
directed  to*  lay  before  this  House  a  ittatement  of  the 
^TOM  and  net  amotiBt  pf  datiea'  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage wilhin  each  State  a&4  Territory,  in  each  year, 
from  the  Iburtbof  March,  Anno  Domini  1789,  to  the 
close  ef.  tbe' year  1810,  wiib  tltxe  diarges  of  coUection. 
togsther  with  the  amount'  of  drawbacks  for  each  year, 
in  eaoh*  Stake,  during  the  same  periodt 

.The  resolotipfis  yrere  read,  and  the  first  con*' 
eurred  in- by  the  House,  and  the  second  and  third 
ordered  to  lie  on  4he  table* 

RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

'  The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
uofiQished  business  of  Saturday.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  P^elson  being  again  read, 
as  follows :  ■  . 

**  That  when  tbe'  previous-  question  is- ordered  to  be 
taken,  upon  the  main  cniestion  bein^  put,  every  aem- 
bert  who  has  not  already  spoken,  shall  have  liberty  to 
.8t>eak  ohce."  ' 

Mr.  QoLD  said,  the  amendment  bow  offered  to 
the  rules  of  tbe  House,  secures  toevexy  member 
tb^  right  of  apvakin^  a,t  least  onoe  on  every  %aee* 
tion  before- the  House.  The  liberty  of  speech,  and 
freedom  of  debate,  are  sacred  by.  ihe'Coastitatioo ; 
and  to  refuse  all  debate,  to  de6y  us  |be  pritile^^ 
of.  ipeitking  at  all^  on  the  most  important  quea^ 
tiqns  of  peace  and  war,  is  a  subversion  of  the  first 
prioeiples  pf  the  Gpnsiitqtioiv  And  what  is  to 
justify  this  measure  of  imposing  silenciie  ?  It  ia 
said,  the  right  of  debate  has  been  abused.  Let 
gentlemen  beware  how,  for  an  occasional  abme 
of  a  n'gl^f  they  take,  away— destroy  the  right  U- 
mf.  What  right,  in .  the  whole  charter  of  eur 
righ,t8,  has  not  at  some  time  been  abused  ?  Man 
is  frail,  and  why  should  not,  at  times  of  public 
agitation  and  concussion  of  parlies,  abuses  arise  ? 
debate  become  angry  and  be  prolonged  ?  And 
for  this,  is  the  principle  to  be  adopted,  that  the 
right  shall  be  foreyer  suppressed  and  destroyed  ? 
— the  principle  tbat  absolute  silence  shall  be  im* 
psed  on  a  minority?  Sir,  Philip,  the  tyrant  of 
Maoedofl,  disliked  the  freedom  of  speech  and  de- 
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bate  in  Athens :  it  annoyed  him  i  fur  this  cause. 
Demosthenes  was  pursued  to  the  altar,  where  he 
expired.  The  principle  contended  for  bf  the 
majority  (supposed  abose)  will  be  found  tojosti* 
fy  the  roQst  odious  usurpations  recorded  in  histo- 
ry; liberty  is  abused,  and  chains  are  fbrged  to 
restrain  it.    ,      . 

Gentlemen  of  the -majority  insist,  that  the  rule 
will  noth^e  abused ;  that  the  majority  will  not 
execute  the  rtWe  arbitrarjlju  The  amebdmentj 
now  offered  to  the  roles,  stimulates  only  for  ilber- 
tv  to  each  member  to  speak  once.  Now,  sir",  if 
this  be  denied,  and  the  rule  iserer  executed,  th^ 
abuse  is  inevitable.  It  is  necessarily  involved  in 
the  very  execution  of  the  rule. 

Neither  the  journals  of  our  State  Legislatures 
nor  the  laws  of  the  Parliament  ojT  Great  Britain 
afford  examples  for  thus  arbitrarily  proceeding. 
Debate  is  admitted  in  the  British  Parliament  on 
the  previous  question;  our  rulw  excludeit  on  both 
the  previous  apd  main  question.  Beside,  sir,  I. 
need  only  refer  gentlemen  to  the  manual  of  paf- 
iiiimentary  law,  from  the  hattd  of  the  third  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to^bow  that  the  previ- 
ous question.  Was  coB6jted  to  subjects  of  deiicacj, 
wbich  ft  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  ^ate 
or  its  Government  forbade  to  be  agitated.  How 
much,  sir,  has  this  question  been  peryerted  from 
its  proper  province,  to  silence  all  debate  and  frtce 
the  question,  the  passage  of  the  law !  Such' mea- 
sures are  dangerous  to  freedom,  and  afibrd,  in  etil 
times,  the  most  fatal  examples.' 

Mr.  Smili^  said,  be  was  a  friecd  to  freedom  of 
debate,  but  that  t6ere  wasa  differ^oe  between  this, 
and  that  abuse  of  it,  when  you  cannoUgeta  deci* 
sion  without^ah  exerliton  of  physical  strength. 
This  has  been  our  case  several  times.  The  rCile 
now  proposed,  to  be' altered  is  the  old  ^U:*e,  and  Is 
only  restored.  We  very  welljcnqw,  that  a  debate 
has  been  often  prolonged  merelv  to  prevenra  de- 
cision. We  have  been  kept  till  ter?  and  twelv^e 
o'clock  at  night,  and'  sometimes  till  daylight.    It. 


pot  down,'  when  the  abuse  of  ibis  privily  be- 
comes enormous. 

Mr.  QjinwcY.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  notregard  this 
qdestion  in  the  light  in  which  some  of  ittf  advo- 
cates, as  well  as  its  -opponents,  have  considered 
it;  a^  a  mere  contest  for  power  between  the  mm- 
jority  and  the  ipinority.  It  is  of  an  higher  char- 
acter. It  affects  the  essential  principles  of  eiril 
liberty,  atid  saps  its  hopes  at  its  rery  foifndctioo* 
I  rejoice  that  the  gentlemaD  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Nelson,)  has.  limited  his  propdeition,  so  as  to  pre- 
clude any  mistake  concerning  the  object  of  it. 
We  are  not  now  advocating  an  unrestrained  prir- 
ilege  of  debate.  The  inquiry  is,  shall  a  main  Ques- 
tion ever  be  takcfb  in  this  deliherattTf  body,  4m- 
til  ev^ry  member,  who  has  not  already  anokea, 
shall  haye  had  an  opportaaity,  if.  he  wishes  to 
avail  himself  of  it,. to  speak  at  leaat  onee  upon  tht 
question?  The  ground  taken  by  thos6  who  op- 
pose the  proposition,  is  that  of  necessity  and  con- 
venience. These  are  the  very  points,  which,  ia 
a  free  country, .ought  mpst  vigilantly  to  be  guard- 
ed. For  it  IS  here  that  the  spirit  of  despotism 
always  li^s  in  ambush.  'Under  the  ^over  of  ne- 
cessity, 0^  couTeoi^noe,  itstekls  upon  the  liberties 
'of  a  -people,  and  p^ve'r  fails,  sooner  or  later,  to 
inake-them  its  prey. 

It  is  not  to  be  deiried,  that  the  subject  k  in 
some  respects  difficult  to  manage,  with  any  hepe 
of  .cooTinciD|:.  There  is  a  state  of  feeling,  both. 
within  this  ifouse  and  out  of  it^  very  uopropitiooa 
to  an  impartial  debate.  In  this  House  it  is  argued 
as  a  qoestton  concerning  *who  ehaU  bare  the 
power^a  majority,  or  a  minority.  And  as  it  is 
agreed,  on  all  hands,  that,  in  the  exercise  •£  the 
poster,  abuse  may  happen,  the  present  nia|ovit|r, 
like  all  other  majorities,  have  a  prevailing  laeliii- 
ation  toreserve,  in  their  own  hands,  the  exelasi^e 
privilege  of  abuse.  And  without  doors,  the  sub- 
ject is  of  less  difficuUyv.  For,  of  late  years,  the 
popuhir  ear  has  been  so  vexed  with  speech  apoa 
speech j  wtn(|  lipon  wfnd,  the  public  patience  has 


IS  an  inconvenience  which  ■  he  at  his  time' of  life  'been  so  exhausted^  in  hunting  up  the  solitary  grata 


had  seriously  felt.  There  can  be  uoevitfrom  the 
rule  as  now  established.  The  responsibility  of 
the  majority  is  sdch  to  the  people,  that,  if  thejr 
should  abuse  it,  as  the  minority  have  their  privi- 
lege, the  people  will  correct  it,  when  the  minority 
shall  fairly  state  it  to  them.  He  said  the  majorjiy 
were  also  responsible  jto  the  people  to  transact  the 
public  business.  « 

Mr.  Stanporh,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smilie,  said,  he 
did  noj  think  it  proper  to  give  this  dispensing 
power  to  the  majority,  if  they  by  the  C!oostitu(ion 
did  not  possess^  it,  as  h6  contended  they  did  not. 
He  said,  we  nave  heard  of  a  sedition  lav>^  and  tJie 
reign  oj  terror..  The  bill;  when  trst  introduced 
for  that  law,  went  to  prevent  freedom  of  speech. 
This  rule,  in  his  opinion,  much  morf  Reserved  the 
character  of  a  "  Gag-law^^*  tham  the  Sedition 
law  did. 

Mr.  WaiORT  mentioned  the  great  abuses  of  this 
privilegeof  the  minority  the  last  winter.  He  said,  if 
we  don't  establish  a  written,  decent  rule,  we  must 
have  a  common  law  rule,  such  as  thev  h^ve  in 
the  British  House  of  Commons,  to  shuffle  and 


of  sense,  hiddeti  tn  the  boshels  of  cfaaf^  that  it  is 
read]^  to  submit  to  any  Kmitatioo  of  a  privilege, 
which  subjects  it  to  so  frksomea  labor.  The  peo- 
ple are  almost  ready  to  exclaiQi)  "  do^what  you 
will  with  the  liberty  of  speech,  provided  von  will 
save, us  from' that /rey/i  bf  words,  with  which  we 
are,  periodically,  inundated." 
'  Now,  this  is  the  ver^  state  of  the  publie  niad 
iu  which  the  corrupiioii  of  esseaaal  principles 
commences.  Through  apparent  necessity,  or  tem- 
porary convenience,  or  disgust  at  abuse,  the  popu- 
lar sentiment  is  made  to  acquiesce  ip  the  intro- 
duction of  doctrines  vitally  inconsistent  with  the 
perpetuity  of  liberty. 

I  ask  the  House  to  consider  what  is  that  princi- 
ple, of  civir liberty^,  which' is  amalgamate  and 
identified  with  the  very  existence  of  a  leffislaciTe 
body.  In  what  dbes  it  consist?  -  And  what  is  its 
character?  It  consists  in  the  right  of  delibera- 
tion. And  its  character  is.  that  it  belongs  not  to 
the  body,  but  theindividnaf  members  constituting 
the  body.'  The  body  has  the  power  to  control  and 
to  regulate  its  exercise.  But  it  has  hot  the  power 
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to  take  away  that  right  altogether,  bf  the  operk* 
tioD  of  aDy  general  principle.  Aa  indiYiduat 
member  may  render  himself  unworthy  of  the 
prWtlege.  lie  may  be  set  down ;  he  may  be  de- 
nted the  right  because  he  has  ^bn^^d  it.  But 
wbeneTer  a  legislatire  body  a^suroe$  to  itself  the 
power  of  stopping,  at  iis*  will,  all  debate,  at  any 
stageof  deliberation,  it  ^ssnmes  a  power  wholly 
ineoasisteBl  with  the  essential  rigtit  of  delibera- 
tion, aiid  totally  destrjictive  ofthat  principle  of 
eiWI  liberty  which  exists,  and  is  identified  with 
the  exereise  of  that  right.    - 

The  right  of  erery  indiridual  member  (s,  in 
faet,  the  right  of  his  constituents.  Re  is  but  their 
Represeotative.  It  Ms  in  their  majesty,  that  tie 
appears.  It  is  their  right  that  j)e  reflects.  The 
right  of  being  heard  by  their  Representative  is 
the  vnhertnt  and  absolute  right  of  rhe  people, 
Now,  it  is  in  the  essential  character  of  sucb  a 
right,  that  it  exiits,  indepefideni,  and  in  despite  of 
any  man,  or  body  of  men,  whatsoever.  It  is  ab- 
surd to  say,  that  any  right  is  indep^iident,  which 
depends  upon  Uie^will  of  another.  It  is  absurd  to 
say,  that  any  right  is  absolute,  which  is  wholly 
relative  to  the  inclination  of  another;  which  lasts 
only  as  long  as  4ie  chooses,  and  terminates  at  his 
nod.  Now,  whether  this  power*  be  exercised  by 
one,  or  laany,  it  ^matters' not.  The  principle  of 
civil  liberty  is  gon'e^  whan  the  inherent  and  abso- 
lute nature  of  the  n|;ht  Is  gone. 

Apply  this  reasoning  to  the  cale  before  us.  ■  It 
is  impossible  to  conceal  the  fact,  that  as  our  rules 
and  Orders  stand,  independent  of  the  projp|Obi(ion 
noor  offerecl  te  an  amendment/it  is  in  tbe'powier 
of  amijority  to  preclude  all  dvbate,  upon,  any 
queation,  and  Ibrce  every  member  of  thie  House  to 
vote,  a{>oii  any  proposition,  without  giving  him 
the  opportunity  of  explaining  his  own  reason^,  or 
stating  the  interesta-of  his  constituents.  This  is 
tradeniable.  Is  it  not,  then,  plain  and  conclusive, 
that,  as  our  rules  and  orders  now  stand,  according 
to  recent  constrociion,  every  roenlher  of  this 
Houae  holds  his  right  of  speaking,  not  on  the 
priaciple  of  his  constituents,  whose  Repriesenta- 
tive  he  is^  but  upoi>  the  will  of  the  majority  of 
this  House  ?  For  that  which  (toother  may  at  any 
time  uke  away'  from  me,  I  hold  not  by  my  own 
ri|^ht,  hot  at  his  vi^ill.  Can  anything  be  more  pb- 
Tioasly  at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Consti- 
totioQ  and  the  first  principles  of  civil  liberty  ? 

Lef  not  any  man  say  this  power  will  not  be 
abused.  In  the  nature  of  thingb  it  must  be  hbused. 
This  is  the  favoriteargument  of  every  despotism,' 
and,  of  course,  will  not  fail  to  be  tfrged  when:  it  is 
about  to  plant  itself  in  the  very  temple  of  liberty. 

I  have  chosen  to  consider  this  sObjeot  in  rela- 
tion to  the  right  of  the  wholy  body,  and  of  one  of 
ite  individual  members,  rather  than  to  that  of  a 
majority  and  mlnorit^r.  The  right  to  speak  is 
an  individual  right.  Limit  it  as  you  p^lease,  con- 
sistent with  a  single  exercise  of  that  right.  But 
when  this  is  taken  away,  or,  which  is  precisely 
the  same  thing  so  far  as  it  respects  the  principle 
of  civil  liherty,  when  it  is  in  the  power  of  one  or 
many,  at  its  sovereign  will  and  pleasure,  to- take 
it  away,  there  is  no  longer  any  right.    We  have 


our  tenure:of  speech  as  the  slave  has  his — at  the 
will  of  a  master. 

Hut  jt  is  said  that  the  Legislature  must  some- 
times **act,"  and  that  individuals,  by  ap  abuse  of 
this  liberty  of  speech,  prevei^t  the  whole  body 
from  "aciio"^."  All  I  say.is^  limit  the  exercise  of 
the  right  as  yotl  pleiase,  onJy  do  not  assume  to 
yourselves  the  poWer  of  taking  away  the  whole 
right;  at  your  pleasure. 

It  is  in  this  doetrine,  of  ^  the  necessity  of  act-  - 
ing,"  that  iies  the  whole  mystery  pf  that  error, 
which,  we  are  iiow  combating.  Strictly  speaking, 
a  Legislative  body  never  ^  acts."  Its  province  is 
to  deliberate  and  decide.  "Action"  is,  alone,  cor- 
rectly attributable  to  the  fixecutive.  And  it  will 
be  found,  that  aH  the  cases,  in  which  this  necessi- 
ty of**  actiori"  ha^  been  urged,  ihav'e  been  cases  in 
which  the:  Legislative 'body  has  departed  from  its 
appropriate  duties  of  (deliberation  and  dectsioii,  . 
and  descended  to  be  an'  instrument,  9r  engine,  of 
(he  Executive.  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  tnis 
position  tnaj  he.  proved  h^  almost  every  in- 
stance in  which  this  necessity  of  action  has  been 
urged.'  It  was  an  E!xecutive*haste  to  its  own  pur- 
poses/ which  prevailed  upon  the  Legislative  body 
to  deny,  to  its  own  members,  their  privileges. 
'  It  has  been  asserted,  that  *"  if  this  ameiidt^ent 
passe^f,  this  will  be  t^eonly  deliberative  body  in 
the  world 'which  cannot  stop  debate."  On  the 
other  band  I  assert,  that  if  this  amendment  does 
not  pass,  tpisVvyill  be  the  only  deliberative  body 
in  the  world,  pretending  to  be  free,  iii  which  it  is 
in  the  power  of  a  majority  to  force  a  decision, 
without  any  deliberation.'  It  is  not  true  that;  in 
the  Bf-itish  Parliament,  the  previous  question 
stops  'debate  and  forces,  decision  on  the  main 
question  without  deliberation.'  The  previous  ques- 
tion there,  if  decided  in  the  negative,  suppresses 
delNite,  hy  postponing  the  main  question.  And 
until  }807,  the  practice  and  rules  of  this  Hou.ie 
permitted  debate  of  the  tnain  question,  after  Ah 
affirmative 'decision  of  a  previous  question.  Who 
eV^r  iin^ertakes  to  examine  the  subject  will  find 
it  as  1  have  statedV 

•  It  ii  not  true,  that  thia  power  ev^  if  as,  or^ver 
can  be  n^ceMary.  in' a  Legislative  body.  In  every 
case  in  which  the  previous  questioil,  according 
to  recent  construction,^  ha$  been  pressed  upon  the 
Houke,  it  will  be  found  that  there  was  no  T^aitanai 
or  StaU  neceBsUy  for  an  iulmediate decision.  That 
16  to  say,  in  every  instance  it  will  be  found,  that 
it  yfks  of  no  sort  of  public  importance  whether,^ 
the  main  question  were  taken  on  this  day,  on  the 
next,  or  on  a  third  day.  Always  the  question 
migiit  have  been  taken,  in  a  reasonable  time;  and 
every  individual  member,  who  chose  to  speak, 
might  have  had  the  privilege,  if  he  pleased,  of 
speaking,  at  least  once.  As  far  as  I  observed,  all 
th^e  pretences  of  necessity  have  been  easily  re- 
solvable into  party  cunning.  The  subject  was 
one  difficult  to  maintain.  It  had  popular'bearings, 
which  it  suited  not  the  pleasure  of  the  majority  to 
have  investigated.  They  pressed  the  minority  to 
instant  decision,  by  refusing  adjournment  And 
as  it  happens  in  all  such  cases,  re-action  is  equal 
to  action.    The  minority  were  put  upon  their 
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meftie,  and  tbey^  pat  to  trial  the.  nif tal  of  the 
majority.    - 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  this 'power  niay:be 
sometimes  ponveDieBt.  And  this  is  the  whole 
strength  of  the  argument  of  those'who  oppose  this 
proposition.  The  weak  and  aged  members  ef  the 
majority  have  been  kept  all  night  from  their  slum- 
bers, by  a  hale  and  stdrdy  minority ;  which  slam-* 
hers  they  might,  by  the  way^^ai  any  moment, 
have  enjoyed,  if  that  very  majority  had  yieldea 
the  point  of  adjournment.  And  is  4his  reason  of 
convenienoe  sumeient.  in  the  estimation  of  this 
House,  to  justify  it.  in  depriving  this,  people,  io 
the  person  of  their  Representatives,  of  the  esaen- 
tial  right  of  speaking,  upen  this  tioort  Is  this  a 
justifioation  for  such  an  ah'ocioas  aftd  eiorbitant 
grasp  at  power  1  O^r  patr^tism.  nowadays,  can 
submit  to  no  sacrifices.  Wrare  not  content  with 
sleeping,  if  we. please,  every  day  in  our  Seats,  un- 
less  we  can  sleep  also  every  night,  of  ^be  session' 
in  our  feather  beds^  And  these  feather* bed  patri-  ' 
ots,  as  I  understand,  are  ail  agpg  for  a  march  into 
Canada;  and,  if  we  believe  thedr,  ar^  desirous  of 
Dothibjg  so  much  as  showing  hcrw  thoee  can  meet 
privation  and  watchfulness  in  the  fields  who  think 
of  nothing  but  comfort  and  sleeptipoa  this  floor. 

I  kjDow  there  is  another  argument  urged  in 
favor  of  the  assumption  of  th|s  power  by^  ^he  ma- 
joritjr,  and  that  is,  the  haste  afid  clatter  which 
always  attend  the  end  of  a  sessioja.  Let  our  ses- 
sion be  loag  or  short,  the  eyeat  is,  in  thi^  respect^ 
always  nearly  the  same.  What  with  speeches 
and  postponements,  and  layin^downoae  piece  of 
business  half  finished,  ai»d  taking  up  anotiier,  the 
latter  end  of  a  session  is  a  political  oliao^.  The 
work  of  this  and  the  other  House,  and  th^t  of  the 
Palace  into  the  bargain,  is  ia  fact  sometimes  to 
be  washed  up,  in  a  night — and  the  members  of 
all  branches  are  knee-deep  and  shuclder-deep  In 
the.su\ls«  Now,  this  shows  the  necessity,  net  of 
this  unlimited  power  of  the  previous  question,  but 
of  conducting  puhlic  busiiiess  .with  morh  prospeic- 
tive  intelligence.  Tlie  House  is  just  like  all  other 
spendthrifts.  It  first  wastes  what  is  its  own,  and 
then  seeks  howif  may  make  up  its  defioianciy  out. 
of  the  property  oi  other  people.  -We  piUage  tde 
public  liberty,  in  order  to  compeasate  for  legisla- 
tive, negligence. 

I  have  often  been  puzzled  to  imagine  a  neces- 
sity, which  couid  even  apologize  for  suc^h  an  as« 
sunoption  of  power  as  the  majority^,  by  this  new^ 
construdton  of  the  previous  question,  are  attemptt- 
ing;  and,  until  lately,  I  did  not  believe  that  it 
could  possibly  exist.  The  onlv  case,  in  which 
there  seemed  to  me  to  be  an  apology  fpr  resorting 
to  it,  was,  the  other  day,  wheti  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  Taocjp)  threatened  to  call  the 
previous  question  upon  the  majority  themselves., 
I  admired  botl^, his.  manner  and  the  occasion  on 
which  he  introduced  that  idea.  And  really  there 
was  something  like  a  necessity.  If  I  understood 
the  view  of  that  honorable  gentleman,  it  was, 
that  he  thought  there  was  not  fighting  matter  to 
spare  in  the  stomachs  of  the  majority ',  and  he 
threatened  them  with  the  previous  question,  leist, 
peradve&ture^  the  whole  war  spirit  should  ooze 


awity  through  the  mouths    In  this  there  was  boUi 
discretion  and  patriotism. 

There  is  one  argument  I  was  near  omitting. 
The  great  apology  for  this  assumption  of  power, 
is  the  prolongation  of  debate  by  the  minority. 
Now,  the  length  of  de(>ate  mtist,m  a  great  degree, 
depend  upon  the  charaoter^of  our  Speaker.  His 
power  is,  ia  truih,  the  power  of  the  House.  It  is 
his  province  to  limit  debate,  where  it  gfows  de- 
vious and  irrelevant.  Althougti  this  unlimited 
power  of  the  previous  question  might  be  neces- 
sary, in  times  when  th/e  Chair  was  not  filled  by 
any  distinguished  intelligence,  yet  now,  when  we 
are  under  the  sqperinteudence  of  a  mind  diacrim- 
inating  and  impartial^  there  seems  to  be  as  liule 
apology  as  there  ^  necessity  for  a  resort  to  this 
power./  '  , 

Mr.  BaiaBAM  said,  that  although  he  waa  for- 
ward in  life,  he  was  but  of  yesterday  of  this 
House,  and'  that  t^  rules  and  orders  were  not 
faoMlidr  with  hi^i*  .But  he  ezcec^dingly  regretted 
that  this  House,  in  their  wisdom, .ever  found  ii 
expedient  or  proper  to  adopt  a  rule  to  deprive  a 
mtnorl^,  orf  n  individual  member  of  this  House, 
pf  the  freedom  of  debate,  the  freedom  of  speech, 
a  privilege  so  much  boasted  of  in  this  land  of  lib- 
erty. He -observed  that  he  had  his  rights  in  com- 
mon with  thie  Other  members  of .  the  House^and 
thxK  he  had  his  duties  to  perform.  He  was  not 
ambitious  to^beeom&a  public  speaker,  nor  would 
he  say  that  he  supposed  he  eohid  speak  to  the  edi- 
fication pr  satisfaction  of  the  House.  Bat  should 
he,  on  great  qu^tions^  be  denied  the  privilege  of 
speaking  ?  Suppose  the  question  of  peaoe  or  wa^r 
should-  assume  the  aspegt  of  solemnity,  and  it 
should  become  necessary  and  important  that  this 
Eleuse  be  made  acquainted  .with  the  cirGumsta,nces 
and  disposition  of-the.citizetis  oi  the  several  sec- 
tions of  the  country — ^^and  sUppi^e  a  member  who 
is  nut  much  accustomed  to  speakiD&  silently  tnts 
uiitil'those  gentlenieo  who  are  in  the  habit,  aod 
are  fond  of  spaftking,  shall  have  exhausted  them- 
setxes  in  debater-shall  he,  in  that  case,  be  dented 
the  right  ofspeaking — shaJl  he  be  deprived  of  his 
Coostitutional  privue|tes  and  his  constituents  of 
.theii;  right  of  represet^tation  oit  the  floor  of  this 
House? 

I(e  said,  that  he  was  bound  by  .the  oath  of  Gi>d 
to  support  the  ConstTtution,  and  to  promote  the 
welface  of  his  country ;  but^  if  his  mouth  is  stop- 
ped, how*cab  ^  execute  his.  trust  or  perform  hjs 
vows  1  Fat  this  House^  l^y  a  rule,  to  interdict  the 
freedom  of  spee.ch,  is  anassumptton  of  power,  and 
a  violation  of  right.  He  hoped,  that  the  rule  un- 
der consideration,  would  be  modifiediand  that  the 
proposed  amendt^^nt  would  be  adopted.  He 
wished  thai  each  individual  member  might  be 
permitted  to  exereise  his  righi  ofspeaking  to  any 
quesyiion  before  the  House,  at  least  once,  if  he 
chooses. 

Mr.  Nelson  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment* 
He  said  he  had  no  hesitation  in  declarict^^  that 
whenever  right  and  expediency  shaU  come  ia 
competicfoo,  that  he  should  prefer  right.  He  re- 
marked, that  the  Constitution  secured  the  freedom 
of  speech  to  the  citiflfeo.    And  are  we,  he  asked, 
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to  be  deprived  of  it  when  we  come  to  thb  House — 
wbeo  we  eater  this. temple  of  liberty?  The  at- 
tempt is  not  to  suspend  merely,  but  to  destroy  this 
right,  and  because  we  have  ezperieoced  some  m- 
cqpveDieDce  from  this  exercise.  He  agreed  with 
the  geotiemao  from  Massachuset,ts,  (Mr.  QLixm- 
CY,)  that  if  the  House  would  do  their  duty, 
and  get  the  business  along  in  the  early  part  ot 
the  session,  we  should  never  be  in  the  dilemma 
the  Hou;?e  were  in,  the  la^t  session  of  Congress; 
and  that  an  inconvenience  w^  a  very  poor  reason 
for  destroying  thU  right  of  offering  our  sentiments. 
He  would  rather  recommend,  the  turni^iT  out  of 
doors  a  member  who  should  become  troublesome 
io  speaking  too  long,  than  to  suffer  him  ^e  stay  in 
the  House  and  prevei^  his  uttering  his  sentiments. 
Even  expulsion  ^ou\H  not  be  a, greater  infringe^ 
ment  of  his  risht.  .  The  right  of  the  people  is  the 
right  of  their  Keprese'ntati^res  to  speak,  d9H()erate, 
and  decide.  As  to  the,  plea  of  necessitjr,  be  pro- 
tested against  it  as  the  pleaof  tyrants. 

Mr.  AlbtoKj  of  North  Carolina,  expressed  his 
astooisbment,  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 

I  Mr.  Nelson,)  had  assumed  the  ground  he  h^d. 
le  said,  there  were  two,  parlies  in  this  Hou^.; 
and  asked,  is  it  ever  knowt^  bow  a  question  will 
be  decided,  until  it  is  taken  T 

Mr.  Bassett  said,  if  a  stranger  was  present,  and 
should  hear  this  debate,  he  would  suppose  that' 
the  question  was  now.  for  ib^  first  time  brought 
forward  for  the  establishment  of  the  rule,  against 
which  so  much  had  been  said,  when  it  is  well 
known  that  it  has  always  been  the  practice.  ■ 

Mr.  Pitkin  said^  the  amendment  now  under 
consideration  was  proposed  ia  consequence  of  a 
decision  of  the  House,  at  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, that  when  the  previous  question  was  decided 
io  the  affirmative,  there  eould  b^  no  debate.on  the 
main  question;  theamendment,if  adopted, allows {, 
a  meaiber,  who,  has  not  previously  spoken,  to 
speak  at  least  once  on  the  main  question,  before 
he  is  called  upon  to  give  his,  vote  .upon  it. 

The  principle  adopted  by  the  ipajority,  during 
the  last  days  of  the  last  session,  and  now  supported 
io  the  House,  is  this,  that  a  ngajority,  wl\o  may 
happen  to  be  present,  at  any  time,  have  it  io  their 
power,  by  means  of  a  previous  question,  as  it  is 
called,  to  prevent  all  debate  on  every  question  be- 
fore the  House,  however  important  it  nuiy  be ;  to 
seal  ap  the  lips  of  every  D£iemher,an^  compel  him 
io  vote  upon  the  question  without  an  oppori  tin  it  y 
of  expressing  his  sentiments  upon  it,  or  explaining 
the  reasons  of  his  vote.  This,  ^r.  Speaker,  19  a 
principle  to  which  I  never  have,  and  to  which  1 
aever  viUg}ve  a)y  assent  What,  sir,  let  me  ask, 
and  where  is  the  rule,  tinder  which  the  inajority 
claim  to  exercise  this  enormous  power— the  powei 
of  imposing  silence  upon  any  member,  on  this 
floor  1 

The  rule,  under  which  this  power  is  claimed, 
is  in  the  following  words :  "  The  previoita  ques^ 
tion  shall  be  in  this  form:  Shall  the  main  i^ues- 
tioD  be  now  pot?"  It  shall  only  be  admitted 
when  demanded  by  five  members ;  and,  until  it  is 
decided,  shall  preelude  all  amendment  and  farther 
debate  of  the  main  questioq,  and  that  **  on  a  pre- 
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vious  question  )here  shall  be  no  debate."  By  a 
new  construction,  which  a  majority  of  the  House 
thought  proper  to  give  to  this  rul^,  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session,  all  debate  may  be  prohibited  on 
any  question ;  for  five  members  alone  can  demand 
the  previous  question,  and  then,  of  cour8e,.,all  de- 
bate must  cease,  until  a  decision  be  had  on  that 
question,  and  if  the  previous  question  be  decided 
io  the  affirmative,  by  this  pew  construction  of  the 
rule,  there  can  be  no  debate  or  amendment  of  the 
main  question.  Thus,  sh-,  unless  the  amendment 
now  proposed  be  adopted,  it  a  proposition  for  a  de- 
claration of  war  against  GreatBritain,orany  other 
nation,  should  Jbe  laid,  upon  your  table  to-mor- 
row, it  will  be  in  the  power  of  a  majority  of  the 
House,  and  that  inajority  may  consist  of  less  than 
forty  members,  to  impose  silence  ,upon  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House;  and  we  must  be  compelled  to 
vote  on  a  proposition, so  interesting  to  the  prosperi- 
ty^happineis.*).  and  perhaps  the  final  destiny  of  this 
country,  witnout  the  poor  privilege  (if  we  might 
choose  so  to  do)  of  raising  our  voices  against  it. 
But,  sir,  the  opponents  of  the  amendment  say,  that 
the^construction  given  tp  the  rule  the  last  session, 
was  in  pi^nformily  with  the  universal  practice  of 
the  House,  from  the  establisbmentr  of  the  Govern* 
ment,  except  in  two  or  three  instances. 

I  deny*  sir,  that  this  has  been  the  practice,  and 
I  believe  I  may  venture  to  assert,  without  fear  of 
contradibtion,  that,  no  suclf  power  has  ever  been 
exercised  over  the  members  of  this  House,  since 
its  organization,  ut^til  the  last  session.  I  have, 
sic,  ^xanline^  the  journals,  with  some  attention, 
and  have  not  been  able  to  and  a  solitary  lu&tanoe 
of  the  kind.  On  l\\^  contrary,  many  cases  are  to 
be  found  when,  the  previousquestion  has  been  de- 
cided' in  the  affirmative,  and  that,  immediately 
after  the  main  question  has  not  only  beenam^na- 
ea  but  has-  been]  debated.  And  here,  sir,  per- 
mit me  to  observe,  that  the  ruje  itself  with  re- 
spect to  the  previous  question,  was  adopted  the 
first  session  of  the  First  Congress,  ^nd  has  ever 
since  renuined  precisely  in  the  Same  form ;  and 
no.  construction  was  ever  given  to  it,  so  as  to  nre- 
vent  debate  on  the  maio-  question,  until  the  last 
session*  ^  .      '        . 

Permit  me  to  refer  the  Hopse  to  the  Journal  of 
the  first  session  of  the  Third  Congress,  for  the 
proof  of  what  I  have  started.  Duringahis  session, 
the  difficulties  then  subsisting  between  this  coun- 
try and  &reat  Britain^  became  the  subject  of  di|i- 
cussion,  and  a  proposition  for  prohibiting  all  in* 
tercoarse  wit|i  Great  Britain,  in  ca^e  justice  was 
not  done  us^  was  then  submitted  to  the  House, 
and  the  previous. question  was  called  upon  it,  ana 
decided  tU  the  affirmative,  after  which  the  subject 
was  tiot  only  postponed,  btit,  as  appears  by  the 
Journal,  was  both  amended  and  debated.  It  ap- 
pears also,  from  the  Journal,  iti  1795,  that  a  pro- 
position was.  amended  after  an  affirmative  dec^i- 
sion  of  the  previous  question.  In  the  year  1798, 
when  a  resolution  was  before  the  House  for  pub- 
lishing the  instructions  io.  and  the  detpaiphea 
from  our  Ministers  to  the  French  Republic,  the 
previous  question  wa^  moved  and  determined  in 
the  affirmative)  and  it  appean  by  the  Journal  that 
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hnmediately  after  such  d^ision,  on  the  same  day, 
debate  tras  had  on  the  main  qu^stron. 

But,  sir,' to  come  to  our  own  times:  on  the  15th 
of  December,  1807,  a  construction*  was  giren  to' 
the  rule,  after  mature  deliberation,  by  a  Urge  ma- 

i'orityof  the  House,  that  the  main  question  might 
e  debated,  after  an  affirmati7e  decision  of  the 
previous  question.  This  was  done  on  an  appeal 
From  the  decision  of  the'  Speaker,  "  that  after  the 
previous  question  is  called  for  arid  determined  in 
the  affirmative,  it  pi^ludes  all  debate  on  the  main 
question."  The  Hou^e  reversed-the  decieion  of, 
the  Chair  by  103  to  .14/  A  similar  d^cision^  took 
jpltce  on  the  2d  of  December,  1803,  irf  the  House 
— 101  to  18.  Add,  sir,  I  have  been  unable  to  fiAd 
n  single  decision  of  the  Hous^  to  th,e  contrary, 
from  th^  first  organization  of  the  €k>vernm^nt  un-, 
tU  the  close  of  the  last  session.  Indeed,  sir^  the 
words  of  the  fule  itself,  show  that  the  construc- 
tion, which  had  so  long  prevailed,  was  the  only 
true  constructioD  which  could  be  given  to  it'  The 
words  are,  and  until  it  (vfe:  the  nrevioust]uestion)' 
is  decided,  ''shall  precLd'de'  all  amendment  lind 
farther  debate  of  the  main  question."  By  vrhich 
tt  it  evident,  that  amendment  and  debate  of  the 
main  question  is  only  precludei,  until  the  pfevi, 
ous  question  is  decided,  bpt^hat  after  ^uch  deci« 
sion,  it  was  not  precluded.  " 

The  gentleman  froW  New  York,  (Mr,  Gold,) 
and  the  s^entlemati  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nflson,) 
have  truly  staled  that  the  previous  question  wa^ 
takeafrom  the  rules  of  the  Britisb  Parliament, 
and  they  have  likewise  stated  the  reason  of  ilia  in- 
troduction into  that  body.  It  was,  sir,  to  prevent 
debate  in  the  House  of  Commons'upon  'questions 
of  a  delicate  nature  with  respect  to  high  rtferson- 
ages.  *c.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  introduced  there  to 
enahle  the  Ministry  to  prevent  the  Cotdmons  from 
opening  their  lips  on  subjects  relating  to  the  Eoyr 
al  Family  ^ind  the  great  men  of  the  realnl.  *But. 
sir,  we  havr^ne  further  than  the  Ministry  and 
their  majorities,  despotic  and  tyrannical  as  they 
have  been,  have  ever  dared  to  go  itC  ParliamenU 
For  even  there  members  are  liow,  and  always  have 
been,  permitted  to.d^bate  on  the  previoiis  ques- 
tion ;  but  which  members  on  this  floor  are  notvDow 
permitted  to  do.  Mr.'Speaker,  the  nature  of  our 
Government  forbids  that  the  majority  should  have 
the  power  to  prohibit  all  debate  on  qaestioBi 
wbi^h  idaf  come  before  this  Houses  We  have 
not,  as  yet,  I  trust,  any  high  personages  In  this 
country  about  whom  it  would,  be  iisd^icate  Or 
improper  for  the  members  on  this  floor  to  speak  5 
and  let  me  ask  what  subject  of  national  import- 
ance c&n  be  proposed  for  adoption,  oir  which  a 
member  should  be  deprfved  Of  thr  privilege  of 
speaking  at  least  once  before^he  gives  his  vote? 
Nay,  sir,  let  me  ask  gentlemen  whether  tbis  House 
has  a  right  to  compel  me,  or  any  other  member,  to 
vote  on  any  question,  without  g^viIrg  me  an  op- 
portunity of  explaining  my  reason  for  that  vote.  I 
d^nv,  sir,  that  they  have  this  right  ^  as  a  member 
of  this  body,  I  claim  the  privilege  of  .delivering 
my  sentiments,  or  what  I  may  consider  the  sen- 
timents of  my  constituents,  on  any  subject,  before 
I  give  my  vote  apon  it.    I  claim  it  not,  air,  fori 


myself  personally,  but  I  claim  it  in  tbe  capacity 
of  a  Representative  of  a  free  people,  sent  here, 
not  like  a  rajcmber  of  the  French  Qouqcil  of  Five 
Hundred,  for  the  porpOse  of  voting  merely,  byt 
for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  on  subjects  of  high 
concern  to  their  peace,  tfieir  prosperity,  their  hap- 
piness. For  what,  sir,  -are  we  assembled  here 
undera  Gonstituiion  the  purest  in  the  world?  Is 
it  not  fon  the  purpose  of  promoting  "  the  general 
welfare"  of  the  nation  Vhieh  we  represent  ? 
And  how  i^  Mi  to  be  done,  except  by  a  tree  com- 
munication of  bur  sentiments  to  each  other^on 
the  various  plans  which-  may,  be  proj^osed  for  that 
object  ?  The  peace;  the  honor,  and  mterest.of  this 
country^is  confided  to  our  care,-and  while  we  are 
here  deHbera^ih^'6n  the  best  means' of  preserving 
the  one  or' securing  and  promoting  the  other,  the 
Constitntion  has  very  wisely  thrown  around  us 
a  shield  of  compl^ete  indemnity-^" for  any  speech 
or  debate. in  this  House,"  4re  ar^^not  to  be  ques- 
tioned in  any  other  place."  Will  then  the  ma- 
jority daim  the  Nght  of  depriving  a  member  of 
this  privilege  of -speech,  a  privilege  not  only  thus 
seaured  to  him  by  the  Constitution  itself,  but  for 
thedu^e  exercise  of  which  he  is  not  to  be  ques- 
tioned elsewhere?  But,;  sir,  those  who  oppose 
tbean^endment  say  that  the  constructipn  is  found- 
ed in '  necessitv ;  th^t  individual  members  have 
'abused  Ihe  privilege  4£  speecb ;  that  they  kaye 
heretofore,  and  t>robably  will  again,  make  long 
^eches  merely  for  the  purpose  of  delay,  and  of 
embarrassin'g  the  proceedings  of  tbe  House ;  and 
that  therefore  the  majority  niust  have  it  in  their 
ppwer-io  stop  debate,  whenever  they  think  propter, 
and  that  this  powef  will  always  be^  exercised  with 
a  loui>d  discretion. , 

i  deny^  sir,' that  any  such  necessity  exists ;  it  is 
a  plea  easily  made,  but  generally  difficult  and  in 
this  case  impossible  to  be  supported.  Why  has 
its6  happened  that  this  necessity  has  never  existed 
until  the  last  session  of  Congress  V  Was  it  then 
for  the  first  time,  that  a  division  of  sentiment  ap- 
peared on  this  floor  ?  were  parties  never  before 
heard  of  in  this  country  7  Were  not^rties  ar- 
rayed against  each  other  in  1796  on  the  subject 
of  the  British  Treatv,  and  in  1798-9,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  a  wiir  with*  fe'rance^  Were  not  the  dis- 
putes itk  this  House,  in  those  times,  as  lon^  and 
as  bitter,  as  fbey  have  ever  been,  since?  Tbose 
were  times,  which  have,  been  so  often  mioted  in 
this  House  as  hard,  and  nnconstitiTtronal ;  tinaes 
Irhen  the  reign  of  terror  prevailed,  when  corrupt 
majorities,  as  b^  been  often  said  on  this  floor, 
passed  alien  and  sedition  laws.  And,  yet,  sir, 
with  all  the  polittcal  sins  which  have  been  heaped 
npon  those  majoriticfs,  the  sin  of  having^  taken 
away  the  privilege  of  speech  on  this  floor  neyer 
has  been,  and  as  1  have  proved  from  the  journals, 
never  can.be  laid  to  their  charge.  This  House, 
by  the  Constitution,  has  the  power  to  ^  determine 
the  rules  of  its  proceedings;"  and  in  making: 
those  rules,  it  has  the  right  of  regulating,  but  not 
of  entirely  preventing  debate. 

It  would  indeed  be  a  ^trange  anomaly  in  poli- 
tics, as  well  as  in  law,  that  undera  general p0wer 
of  making  ndea  of  proceeding,  we  snotAld  make  a 
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rule  to  prevent  all  proceedings  whatever.  Gen- 
tlemen may  as  well  assume  tire  power  of  preveht- 
iDg  a  member  from  voting,  as  they  now  do  that 
of  preventing  him  from  speaking.  I  am  willing 
to  agree,  sir,  ihat  the  privilege  of  debate,  on  this 
^oor,  may  haver  been^apd  will  again  be  abused ; 
that  on  particular  subjects  individual  members 
have  spoken  much  ]onger  than  was  x^cessafy, 
sYid  I  may  add,  al^,  with  much  less  sens^  than  a 
majority  might  have  wished ;  and  ih  Some  in^ 
sqinces  they  may  have  prolooff^d  their  speeches, 
merely  for  the  purposes  of  delay.  But,  sir,  will 
you  deprive  a  member  of  the  right  of  speaklog-at 
mil,  because  he  is  unaMe  to  convey  his  ideas  in 
few  words,  or  because  h^  may  have  very  few  or 
no  ideas  to  convey?  Or  because  sonre  may  have 
spoken  merely  to  delay  the  proceedioffs  of  the 
House,  will  you-  make  a  general ' rule,  by  whfch 
m  member  may  be  wholly  deprived  of  the  right 
of  speaking  ?  If  indeed,  sir,  evil»do  arise  in  x:on- 
aequeuce  (M  the  liberty  of  speech  in  tliis  House,  if 
the  business  of  the  nation  does  not  progress  with 
as  mneh  rapidity  as  in  countries  under  the  con- 
trol of  an  iodividual ;  ^hey  are  evils  which  How 
from  the  very  nature  of  6qr  OoVernmeut,  from 
that  freedom  which  we  so  highly,  prize,  aitd  from 
that  Tery  Constitution  which  we  bare  sworn  to 
support.  So  long  as  we  are  meh  we  shall  be 
imperfect,  we  shall  brin^  with  us  on  this  floor 
different  views,  different  ideas  on  political  as  weU 
as  on  other  subjects  3  and  it  would  be  strange  in- 
deed iff  on  the  various  topics  of  national  import- 
ance brought  before  us  for  discussion,  we  should 
not  at  times  come  into  strong  collision  with  each 
other. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negativc-*-yeas  36,  nays  76. 

Mr.  Stanforo  moved  to  amend  the  rules  by 
adding  to  the  end  of  the  'para^ph  relating  to 
priority  of  business,  the  words  ^'  but  no  question 
of  consideration  shall  be  required  upon  an  origi-^ 
nal  motion ;"  which  was  also  determinect  ii^  4ne 
negatiye — yeas  30,  nays  68.        ,   '    *. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  the  said  rules 
were  amended  by  striking  out  tide  word  **  five^'^  in 
the  paragraph  prescribing  the  mqcnnec  in  which'' 
the  previous  question  shall  be  taicen,  and  insert^ 
inff  the  words  **  one-fifth  of  the." 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  Jn  the 
said>  rules  as  amended^  and  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative.    ,        .  .       > 


'    ToESOAT,  December  24. 

On  mbtion  of  Mr.  'KBiff,  the  petitions  of  the 
President  and  Directors' of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company,  presented  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  January,  1806,  and  the  thirteenth  of 
February,  1807,  were  ^yerally  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed,  on  the  sitih  instant,  on  the  me- 
morial of  the  Uniofl  'Canal  Company,  in  the 
Bute  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTER  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Mmhed,  That  the  Presidsnt  of  the  United  Btates 
be  ie|HMed  to  inform  this  House  whether  aay  nego- 


tiation is  now  pending  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  or  any  other  foreign  Power^jrespecting, the  claim 
of  the  United  States  to  that  tract  pf  country  of  which 
possesifion  was  taken  by  virtue  of  the  President's  proc- 
lamation»  bearing  dctte  ^the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1810;  and,  also,  whether  he  is  possessed  of  any 
information,  which,  in  his  opinion,  requires  that  the 
Legislative  .authority  of.  Congress  over  said  country 
shonld  be  suspended,  with  a  view  to  future  negotia- 
tion on  that'  subject. 

The  resolution  Was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  tattle, 
Mr.  Jennings  moved  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  tl^e  President  of , the  United  States 
b^  requested  to  6au8e  to  be-,  laid  before  this  House  any 
addhionol  information,  verbal  or  otherwise,  which  he 
may  have  receired,^  relative  and  important  to  the  pub- 
lic situation  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  which  may  not 
be  improper  to  be  communicated.. 

The  resoluMon  was  read,  aiid  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  StOlw  moved  .tde  following  resolution : 
'  'Resolved^  That,  should  a  war  ensue  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain;  it  would  be  expedi- 
ent .to  provide,  by  jaw,  a  bounty  to.  impressed  Ameri- 
can seamen,  and  their  associates,  for  each  British  ship 
of  war  the;jr  may  capture  and  bring  into  an  American 
port. 

. ,  The  resolution  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whple  on  the  first  Monday  in 
f'ebruary  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into' a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  report  orthe  Committee  on 
the  Pilblic  Lands,  made  the  fifth  insthnt,  on  the 
petition  of  the  ^ayot  and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of 
rfew  Orleans ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  resolution  therein  contained.    -^ 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolvedly  That  provision  onght  to ,  be .  made  for-se- 
cu^ing  to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  NeW  Orleans, 
the  occupancy' and  use  of  a  piece  of  ground  on  which 
it'is  Contemplated  to  erect  steam  engines  for -conveying 
water  into  the  said  c?ty  :.  Provided,  That  if  the  ground 
shall  not  be  so  decupled,  o^  shall  hereafter  cease  to  be 
so  occupied,  the  claim  oT  the  United  States  thereto 
sWl  remain  unimpaired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  was  postponed  until  the 
first  Monday  in  February  iJext. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  Informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '*  authorizing 
Che  P'resMent  x)f  the  United  States  to  raise  eer- 
tain  companies'  of  rangers  for  the  protection  of 
the  fh)ntkr  of  the  United -Slates)''.. to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolve^  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  thelMll  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
further  time,  the  first  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
^^  An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bat* 
bary  Powers."  The  bill  Was  reported  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  PoiNOBZtfiR  moved  the  following  resolu- 
cioa: 
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BeBohed)^  That  tl^  Committee  of  Witje  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohib- 
iting, by  law,  the  corporation  of  the  dty  of  Nei^nr  Or* 
leans  from  exacting  any  tax,  or  duty,  on  vessels,  boats, 
or  ether  craft,'dest:endiog  the  river. Mississippi,  having 
on  board  articles  the  growth'  or  manufacture  of  the 
United.  States,  or  such  articles  of  foreign  growth  or 
manufacttire  aahave  been  regularly  imported  into  the 
United  Sutes. 

The  resolotion  was  reajj,  and  its  further  con- 
sideration postponed  antil  the  first  Monday  in 
B'ebruary  next. 

The  Speakeb. presented  a  petitioa'of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Indiana  Territory,  prayini^  that  a 
grant  of  land  may  be  made  to  every  officer  and 
soldier  who  serTed  in  the  late  expedition  under 
Governor  Harrison,  against '  the  hostile. Indians, 
and  that  a  similar  grant  may  be  "made,  to  ihe 
heirs  of  those  who  were  killed  in  the  actioq  of 
the- seventh  ultimo. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  a  petition  of  "  a 
committee  appointefl  at  a  meeting'  of  the  officers 
and  privates  of  the  several  pilitia  corps  of  Knox 
county,  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  yvbo  served  in 
the  late  campaign  under  Governo,r  Harri^onJ' 
praying  that  grants  of  Ipnd  may  be  made  to  the 
heirs  of  such  officers  anci  soldiers  as^  fell  in  the 
action  of  the  seventh  ultimo;  and  thkt  compen- 
sation may  be  made  for  iiorses  and  other  property 
unavoidably  lost  or  destroyed  in  said  action.     ^ 

The  petitions  were,  referred  to  the' committee 
appointed,  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  on  the  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  pf  the  United  States, 
transmitting  letters  from  Governor  HarrjsoJA,  rel- 
ative to  the  action  aforesaid. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  *^ authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  raise  certain 
companies  of  rangers  for  the' protection  of  the 
frontier  of  the  United  States,"  wa?  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Commitlfe  appointed  on  th«t 
part  of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to 
filling  the  ranks  and  prolong;ing  the  enlistments 
of  the  regular  troops,  and  to  an  auxHiary  mf|itary' 
force. 

The  third  readibfi:  of  the  bilt  from  the  Senate, 
^*  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  O'Bannon,''  was  called 
for ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blacklbogb.  it 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  oh  the  Pub- 
lic Lands.  .  ^^^journed  to  Thiirsday. 

Tbubspat,  December  26. 

Mr.  Lbwis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  relating  to 
marriage  licenses,  in  Wa^hingtoti  ieoanty,  in  the 
Diatriot  of  Columbia,  and-  directing  the  applica- 
tion of  the  fees  paid  for  tbemi  which  w^s  read 
twice  and  eommittedtoaCommiCtfee  of  the  Whole 
00  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  Committee  on  ForeigU 
Relations,  presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  Presi- 
^nt  of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize 
oertain  volunteer  military  corps;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Cbmmittee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next.  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Seeeetary  of  the 
Ilmvy  was  directed  to  lay  before  chit  Houaa  a 


statement  of  the  yesatis  belongiog  to  the  United 
Stales,  which  have  beea  repaired  since  the  year 
1801,  specifying  the  time  when  such  repairs  wefe 
made,  and  the  cost. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  diriectiDg  the  terms  oa 
whiph  land*  sold  at  public  8ale,4md  that  revert 
for  failure  in  payment,  shall  again  be  sold  ;  and» 
after  some  time  sp^t.  therein^  the  bill  was  re- 
ported ^without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 
en|ro8sed,.and  read  the.third  time  |o-morrow. 

7heiIouse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committer  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  oa 
,4he  Public  Lands,  made  the  fifth. instaut,  on  the 
memorial  of  the  Ljegislative  Couucil  and  House 
of^  Repiresentatives  of  the  Indiana^  Territory  ; 
und,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  their  agreement  to  theireiB- 
olutions contained  therein;  which  wer^  concurred 
in  by  the  Hoiiae,  as  follows : 

1;  Memhedf  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  repeal  suck 
dmnses  of  the  laws  for  .the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  m 
imoose  interest  firom  date  of  tiiie  pnrdutse  on  ladi  in- 
stilments of  the  porchase-ni^ney  as  are  not  paid  wfaea 
th^  become  due,  or  ,to  remit  back  inteiest  which  may 
hav^  accrued  on  any  such  instalment. 

2.  Ruokkdj  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  tUow  a  fur- 
ther tinxe  of  two  years,  from  the  time  the  last  instal- 
ment shall,  become  due,  before  a  forfeiture  can  take 
place  for  fisiluje  in  payment  on  any  future  sales.  _ 

3.  Reaolvedf  That  the  fi^rther  thne  of  one  year,  for 
completing  the  payments,  ought  to  be  allowed,  respect- 
iysly,  to  all  purchasers  of  public  lands,  Northwest  of 
ttie  river  Ohio,  whose  time  for  completing  the  payment 
of  the  purchaAe-money  may,  or  shall  have  expired  on 
or  before  the  twenty-second  day  of  December,  1812, 
and  whose  latid  has  not.  been  actually  sold,  oribrfeited 
for  failure  in  paymeBttt>n  condition  that  all  arreaia  of 
interest  shal^  be  paid  to  entitle  any  purthaaer  to  the 
benefit  of  this  provision;         .    .    ^ 

The  Colmmitteeon  Public  Lands  were  directed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill,  pursuant  to  the  third 
resoiuiiou. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  teport  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  the  twenty^seventh  ultitaio,  on  the 
petition  of  Ree^  Nanna  and  others,  to  which 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  also  committed 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  of  the 
twenty-first  instant,  oil  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing'or  suspending  the  statutes  of  limitation ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Coknmittee 
ro6e.  and  had  leave  to  sit  again.  - 

,Mr.  Gbolson  moved  tlte  following  resolution: 

Rttohedf  That  the  Coinmittee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  merits  ot  all  claims  that 
may  be  referred  to  them,  which  .originated  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  notwithstanding  such  chdms  may 
be  barred  by  the  statutes  of  limitation ;  and  to  report 
their  opinion  thereon  to.the  House. 

The  irosolution  was  reodi  when  the  House 
adjourned. 

Fridat,  December  27. 
Mr.  NfiLtooif  presented  a  petition  of  aasdry  in- 
habitanla  of  the  Territory  of  Loablana,  praying 
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tkftt  the  second  grade  of  Territorial  goverDiseot 
may  be  extended  io  the  inbabitaDts  of  said  Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  Nelsoii  also  presented  a  certified  copy  of 
a  preseBtmeot.  by  tbe  praad  Jury  of  the  District 
of  Sl  Charles,  in  said  Territory,  representing 
that  the  second  ^ade  of  Territorial  government 
ought  to  be  extended  to  that  Territory ;  that  the 
radges  of  tbe  general  court  ought  to  reside  in  the 
Territory ;  and  that  farther  and  equitable  proviso 
iofls  ought  to  be  made  in  favor  of  rejected  land 
daims. — Referred.  "  .  *      , 

Mr.  Nelson  also  presented  a  petition  of  mem- 
bers of  several  Christian  deoominations,  residing 
in  the  Western  parts  of  the  Uoiied  States,  pra-y- 
ing  that  mails  may  pot  be  carried^.and  post  offices 
may  not  be  opened,  on  Supdays.— I^aid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  -of  the  Mitsinippi  Territory, 
praying  that  the  said  Territory  may  .be  admitted 
into  the  Union  a^  a  State.-^Referred. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Comn^iltee  for  tb/e  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented, a >bitl  further  to 
amend '  the  e barter  of  the  city  of  Wasbiagton^ 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Cpm,- 
mitteeof  the  Whol^  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  WiLUAMS^from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  tbe  ',Pr^sident's  Message  which 
relates  to  filling  the  rank^  and  prolonging  the  en- 
lUtmeRtB  of  the  regular  troops,  and  to  ^n  auxil- 
iary force,  to  whom  was  referred,  the  ,blH  from 
the  Senate  "authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  raise  certaip  j^mpanies  of  ran* 
gera  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  th^  Uni- 
ted States,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  ihe  Whole  to-morrow.  . 

Mr.  PoRTBR,  from  the  Comp9ittee.ioa  Forei^ 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referr4{d  the  bill  irom  the 
Senate,  ^  to  raise  an  additional  military  force,"  re- 
ported the  same,  with  an  amendment  -y  which,  waa' 
read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  committed  to 
the  Qommittee  of  the  Whole  on  (he  state  x)f  the. 
Union.  '       ,        .  , 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoase' a  report 
of  the  Postmaster  General  on  the  petitions  oi  the 
Synod  of  Pittsk^urg,  and^  of  sundry  members  of 
several  Christian  (Uobminations,  in  the  Western 
parts  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  con- 
veyance of  mails  on  Sundays;  which  was.  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Officea 
and  ro^t  Rpads.  «    .      . 

An  engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
further  time,  the  first  section  or  the  aot,  entitled 
'*An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  jsea- 
men  of  the  United.States  against  tbe  Barbary 
Powiers,"  wao  read  the  third  time,  and  passedr.. 

The  House  proceeded  to  considier  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Gholson  on  the  twenty-sixth 
instant ;  and.  the  said  resolution  beinff  affaiu  read, 
Was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
OB  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
petition  of  Rees  Nanna  and  others. 

An  engrossed  bill  directing  the  terms  on  which 
Jinds  sold  at  private  sale,  and  that  revert  for  fail- 


ure in  payment,  shall  again  be  sold,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passedL 
,  Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  revision  of  former 
confirmations,  and  for  coofirmtng  certain  claims 
to  land  in  the  District  of  Kasluiskia*  The  bill 
was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  tbird  time. 
.  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oh  the  bill  for  the  more  convenient 
taking  of  affidavits  bnd  bail,  in  civil  causes  depend- 
ing in  the  Courts  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the 
.amendment  reported  by  the  select  committee,  on 
the  second  instaqt.  The  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported.tiie  bill,  with  tbe  amendment ;  which  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House. resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time^  the  Mtlariei  of  the  officers  of  Gov- 
ernikxent  therein'  mjentionjsd ;"  and,  after  soqcie 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 

PENNSYLVANIA  RESOLUTIONS. 
'  The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PflESIDBNT  OF  T^E  UnITBO  StATES  : 

Th  the  SiOBte-and  Hmut  9f 

RfpreMentaHve*  of  the  Oniitd  Statu  / 

Flay  before  Congrest  copies  of  resolntions  entered 

into  by. the  LegiilnLtnie  of  Penn^Ivania,  which  have 

heen  tranpnitted.to  me  w^th  that  view  by  the  Governor 

of  thB^-8tate,.in  pursuance  of  one  of  the  said  resolutiona. 

JAME0  MADiSON. 
.  ^j[BmxnQToi[^J)€eembcr  VI,  181 1. 

Thi  present  is  a  period  replete  With  national  occur- 
rences as  moibentOQs '  as  ever  marked  the  annals  of 
ti^e  wofti.  That  ooUtsion  of  kingdoms  «nd  empires 
whit^h  has  delnged  Eorope  with  bbod,  borne  oown 
the  practice,  and  nearly^  extmguished  the  principles  of 
justice  and  haknanity,  is  not,  in  its  efibcts,  confined  to 
tiiat  unhappy  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  unparalleled 
prosperity,  the  enlerprising  spirit,  and  the '  expanding 
eoqnneree  of  the*  United  States- of  AniJerica,  have  ren- 
dered them*' to  the  two  mighty  belligerents,  an  object 
of  envy  and  a,  medium  of  retaliation,  pretended  as  to 
one,  and  iniquitous  in  both. 

The  Emperor  of  the  French  has  yet  much  to  do  be- 
fore- the  just  Claimf^.  of  onr  country  can  be  satisfied. 
But  ha  has  knnaUed  those  decrees  which  were  tiie 
only  legal  obstra^etion  to  a  friendly  and  commercial 
interoourse' with  hii  dominion*.  He  has  annulM 
those  very  decrees  on  which  the  British  Goverameni 
solemnly  declared  its  Orders  in  OouncB  to  be  suspended. 
To  the  British  €h>vemmeni  and  to  the  worid  he  has 
evinced  the*  extinguishment  of  those  decrees  by  the 
united  evidence'  of  solemn  profession  and  uniform 
practice.  But  have  the  Orders  in  Coundl  expired  with 
the  French  deorees  1  No.  Compared  with  their  prior, 
their  subsequent  operation  has  been  as  life  from  the 
dead.  They  have  been  executed  with  redoubled  rigor. 
Our  seamen  are  impressed,  our  citizens  robbed,  our 
flag  prostrated,  our  own  waters  inlested,  oar  coasting 
trade  annoyed,  our  hartMn  blockaded 

While  maritime  tippression  has  thos  riaen  to  ita 
amnsiiit,  an  Envoy  Extraordinary  is  aant  to  our  Oov- 
emment,  not  (as  might  have  been  reasonably  expected) 
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to  soften  oor  irritated  coontry  by  toneilittory  langai^e ; 
not  to  eflfer  atonement  fbr  offences,  and  indemnifica*' 
tions  for  wrpngs  that  are*  past:  these,  'iirith  a  single 
exception,  he  p^ssei  oyer  as  things  beneath  Che  notice 
of  the  British  Oovemment  or  its  BnvOy,  or  ast  injuries 
to  wbidi  the'  in^xhaastible  foik-bearancb,  the  preeumed 
timidity,  or  the  abjett.  debasement  of  the  American 
Oovemment  Ivould  insure  her  silent  sobmi»ion.  He 
commences  a  new  specfes  and  system  of  insula  He 
prescribes  to  the  President  what  he  sbdl  fecemmend, 
and  what  the  National  Legislature  shall  enact.  He 
demands  a  law  which  shall  admit  thc^ products  and  man- 
ufactures ot  Great  Britain  into^  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  although  AQ^eric^n  manufactures  are,  even  in 
time  of  peace,  excluded  from  the  Britisl^  dou^nions. 
'He  commandathe  American,  Goyefnment  to  procurO 
of  Napole0n'9.n  abandonment  of  his'  con tinent^t  sys- 
tem, and  the  admission  of  British  p)'oducts  and  manu- 
factures into  his  own  and  the  ports  of  bis  allies.  •  A 
compliance  withihe  first  olf  these  demands  is  a  relin- 
quishment of  sovereignty ;  to  fulfil  the  latter,  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  neither  Hglit,  not 'power,  nor  the  folly 
to  attempt*  The  first  is  di^grading,  the  second. impos? 
•ible.  And  y«t  a  submission  to  these  roykt  mandates 
is  menacingly  declared  to  be  the  only  con4itiom  on 
which  the  Orde^  in  Council  shaU  be  repealed,  and 
the  violation  of  our  neutral  rights  diiscontinued^ 

Solemnly  iidpressed  with  these  considetatiulisl  and 
contemplating  demands  so*  ubjust,  ao  jinivasonabie,  ao 
disrespectful  to  the  intelligence,  and  so  insnlting  to 
the  sovereignty  of  an  eAlignteoed,  firM,  and  'ipdepend- 
ctot  people,  therefore,. 

1.  Hesohedi  by  the  Sendte  and  Houn  of  R^t-^ 
sentatives  of  the  Comfnontbealth  of  Pennsyhfanta  in 
Omeral' Asaembly  tnetf  That  th^  policy  of  8ie iBritish 
Government,  as  exhibited  by  her  naval  power  on  the 
liigh  seas,  and  expressed  by  h^r  Envoy  near  the  United 
StatM,  merits  the  leprobation,  and  cannot  but  ttouke 
the  virtuous  indignation  ofevery  Crien^  o(  thja  country 
and  its  Governto^t*  .    •       .    -^ 

2.  Resolved,  Tha^  when  submi|uion  or  resistance 
to  the  unjust  deo^ands  of  ft  tyr^t  is  the  altemative^- 
tne  latter  only  can  be  chosen  by  the  freemen  jof 
America.  ,    ^ 

3.  Reaohedt  That,  though  We  would  rejoice  in  th^ 
adoption  and  practice  of  justice  which,  would  secure  to 
Great  Britain  and  to  the  world  our  friendship  and 
friendly  intercourse,  we  will,  in  order  tb  repel  aggres- 
sion and  obtain  xep^ration,  vigorously  exert  idl  the 
powers  which  we  possess  to  accelerate  thct  accomplish- 
ment of  such  military  preparatioiia  as  t|ie  wisdoni  of 
our  National  Legislature  may  vequire. 

4.  Re$oloedt  That  it  is  our  duty  as  legislators  to  em- 
ploy a  suitable  portion  of  the  dances  of  t^ii  Gomman- 
weftlth  in  promoting  the  growth  and  prosperity,  and 
in  aecuring  the  permaqence  of  our  infant  mannfac^ 
turea:  that^  as  individuaVi  of  the  oomm'upity,  we  will, 
as  much  as  possible,  abstain  from  wearing  anything  in 
our  apparel  that  is  not  thejNroduci  of  thc^.  manufac- 
tures, and  that  we  will  recommend  the  same  patriotic 
practice  to  our  constituents. 

6.  Remdvedt  That  the  question  merits  serious  con- 
sideration, whether,  in  order  to  suppress  the  system  of 
plunder  and  impressment-  on  the  high  seaa,  it  would 
er  would  not  be  a  jnat,  humane,  and  eflident  retalia- 
tion to  lay  hold  on  property- of  the  British  Govern- 
ment or  of  its  subjects,  whenever  each  property  can 
be  iMind  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  indemnify  the 
fimdered  Aaniican;  and  fbr  every  impresMd  Ameri- 


can citizen,  to  seize  a  subject  of  His  Britftnnic  MajeaCy, 
wherever  such  subject  can  be  found,  and  to  subject 
him  to  imprisonment  and  labor,  coiresponding  to  Ae 
condition  of  the  impressed  American  on  board  of  a 
British  ship -of  war. 

6.  Remind,  That  ^e  wiadonit  patriotism,  and  Urn* 
ness  of  the  Executive  and  Councils  of  the  General 
Qoverament  entitle  them  to  oqt  perfect  eonfideneot 
^nd  their  measures  to  our  prompt  ^nd  lealoua  co- 
operation ;  and,  in  4Baae  an  appeal  to  arms  should  be 
4eemed  necessary,  ife.vriU  support  them  at  the  liak  of 
our  lives  and  Toiiunes. 

7.  Retoived,  That  the  Governor  of  this  Common- 
wealth be  instructed  to  trai^amit  an  authenticated 
'copy  oif  thes^  resolutiona  tp  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted SUtes,  wifh  a  tequest  that  he  communicaito  them 
to  Congress. 

JOHN  TODD,  Speaker  of  the  House. 
P.  G.  LANE,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 


MoRDAT  December  90. 

*  Soofl'  after  the  Journal  Vas  read, 

Mr.  Dawson  rOse  and  addressed  the  Chair. 
The  IcrwDCss  of  his  toice,  owing^  to  reeent  indts- 
posiCioQ  prevenied  hi9  beibg  heard  diattnctly; 
but  his'ObservatioDs  were  nearly  as  follows: 

•  Mr.  Sp^akcrT- Virginia,  my  parent  State,  has 
long  to  mourn  thc^.-ioss  of  ^ome  of  her  most  rala- 
able  sons  and  esftmable  daugh'ters,  who  on  the 
dight  of  the  26th  of  the  present  month,  met  their 
uatimejy  end.^  ^  ^ 

AfxiODg^,  thotfe  who  perished  in  the  flames,  in 
the  metropolis  of  th>t  State,  on  that  sad  lughtj 
were  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Stale,  and  a 
ffebtleiDaDt  well  knewn  to  many  of  us»  and  who^ 
for  years,  held  an  honorable  station  in  this  House. 
Some  of  the  most  valuable  and  prominent  char- 
acters in  iheir  professions,  and  others  wl^  prom- 
ised ere  long  to  be  ornaments  to  their  country. 
With  these,*  sir,  was  the  rfsiog  ofTspringt  of  one 
of  our-  present  most  r^luable  meinhers,  and  manf 
other  amiable  and"  virtuous  women  who  adorned 
and  improved  society.  ■'' 

These,  sir,  with  many  others,  have  fallen  vic- 
tims to  that  unrelenting  element,  notwithsund- 
ing  the  bbld  And  generous  efibru  which  n^ere 
made- to  save  them. 

Their  ashes  are  now  minded  with  the  dust^ 
and  their  Spirits  have  ^sceuded  to  Heaven. 

It' is  to  us  a  great  national  calamity. 

I  well  know,  that  on  such  occasions  grief,  al- 
though' keen,  is  unavailing — that  the  decrees  of 
fiite  are  irrevocable  and  ought  to  be  submitted  to 
with  humilitj.  In  order,  however,  to  testify  the 
respect  and  sorrow  which  this  nation  feels  for 
the  deceased,  and  to  prove  that  we  sympathize 
with  the  afflicted,  without  further  comment  on 
this  painful  subject,  1  beg  leave  to  oflfer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,' That  the  members  of  this  Honse  will  wear 
crape  on  the  left  arm  fbr  one  month,  in  testimony  of 
the  respect  and  Sorrow  which  they  feel  for  those  un- 
fortunate persons  who  perished  in  the  fire  in  the  city 


*  At  the  burning  of  the  Theatre  at  Richmond, 
t  Mr.  VenaMe.        J  Mr.  M.  Clay's  daughter. 
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of  Ridimond,  in  Vir^Dia,  on  the  night  of  the  26th  of 
the  present  month. 

This  resolution  was  UDanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Poiff  DCXTBR  preseated  to  the  tioaae  a  reso* 
lutioo  of  the  Legislative  Counoil  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  ap^ 

I»robator7  of  thfe  conduct  of  the  Executive  in  the 
ate  negotiations  with  the  British  Government, 
and  expressive  of  their  de^erminatipD  to*support 
such  measures  as  the  General  Government  may 
adopt  for  the  maintenance  of  the  rights,  the  com- 
merce, and  the  honor,  of  the  United  Siaiesj  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  t&ble/ 

Mr.  MoBRow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  to  ascertain  and  es- 
tablish the  Western  boundary  of  the  tr&ct  re- 
served for  satisfying  the  military  boubties  ajlowed 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  ih€t  Virginia  iiqe  on 
continental  establishment ;  which  was'  read  and' 
commitied  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  onJSdon- 
day  next.  ■  '    \^  '' 

Mr.  WiLLiAifta,  iroiB  the  committee  appointed 
oo  that  part  of  rhe  President's  Message  which  re- 
lates to  filling  th.e  'ranks  and  prolonging  the  en< 
listments  of  the  regular  troops^and  tb  ^in  auxiliary 
force,^  reported  (in  part)  a  bill  siipplementary  to 
"An  act  more  ejFcctoally  to  provide  for  the  nd- 
tional  defence,  by  establishing  a  t^nlfo^ni  militia 
throughout  the  United  Slates;"  and  to  "An  act 
makibg  provision  for  arming  and  equipping  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  of  (be  United  Siatesj" 
wfafcb  was  read  twice  and  corpihitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Mondf^y  next. 

Mx.  WaiOiiT  movej)  the  following  resolution:^ 

Mesohedj  Thai  a  oomraittee  be  appointed  io  bring 
in  a  hill  ibr  the  prolecUon,  .recovery,  and  indemvifica- 
tion  of  Amerioui  seamea* 

The  resolution  iifras  kid  on  tire  table. 

The  Housa  resolved  itselT  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing. the  President 
of  ihe  United  States  to  accept  and  organize  cer- 
tain volunteer  military  cerps^  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from,  the  Senate,  "To 
raise  an  additioi^al  military  Torce,**'  and  on  t^ie 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the -Committee 
OD  Foreign  Relations;  and, cifter  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

REMISSION  OP  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Newfon,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and 'Manufactures,  made  a  report  on.  the 
petitioo  of  Ezekiel  l^ubbellj  referred  the  eighth 
ultimo  $  which  was  read ;  whteo,  Mr.  'Nbwton 
presented  a  bill  to  empower  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasarr  to  decide  on  the  case  of  the  ship*  Eliza 
Ann,  belonging  to  Eteekiel  Hubbell  jr  which  was 
read,  and,  together  with  the  report,  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  nett. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioner^  on  the  17th  of  January,  1809, 
al  Lendon,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Qreat  Britain^  purchased 


of  William  Lyman,  the  Consul  of  the  United  States, 
the  ship  Eliza  Ann,  of  KewYT)rk,  he  acting  as  the 
agent  of  the  owners,  Joshua  Jones  and  Edward  R. 
Jones,  of  New  York,  trading  under  the  firm  of  Joshua 
Jones  and  Son ;  and  that  the  said  ship  was  transferred 
to  the  petitioner,  by  the  said  William  Lyman,  accord- 
ing to  the  form  prescribed  by  law.  That,  after  the  pur- 
chase of  the.  said  ship,  she  sailed  from  London  to  Cadis, 
in^  Spain ;  took  in  there  a  cargo,  principally  belonging 
to  the  petitioner,  and  proceeded  to  New.  York,  at  which 
place  she  arrived  on  or  abobt  the  7th  of  Jane,  1809; 
the  petitioner  being  at  thaj^.time  absent  in  Europe,  and 
fe'r  some  months  after  the  arriVal  of  the  ship  in  the 
United  States  \  in  consequence  of  which,  a  register,  in 
the  name  of  the  owner  or  petitioner,  could  not  be  ob- 
tained, and  the  ehip  and  cargo  were  subjected  to  the 
payment  of  fbreigni  duties. 

It  Is  also'  stated  that  a  register  for  the  said'ship,  ac- 
cording fjo  law,  has  been  obtaihed* 
.  The  object  of  the  petitioner  is  tojobta^na  remission  of 
so  much  o^  the  duties  a»  ate  above  those'  paid  by  Tea- 
sels of  the  United  States. 

This  case,  while  the  s&id  ship  was  without  a  regie* 
ter,  came  Within  the  jurisdictibn  of  the  Treasuty  De- 
partment; and  a  remission  6f  the  foreign  duties  might 
have  been  procured,  had  an  application  been  made  to 
that  Department  ^orihg  the  continuance  of  the  disa- 
bility incurred  by  the  owner's  not  taking  out  a  register 
wiUuDi  ^ree  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  said  ship  in 
the  port  of  New  York. 

'  '  A  new  certi^te  of  registry  being  obtained  previous 
to  the  application  of  the  owner  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tinei0uryfor  a  remission  of  the  foreign  duties,  put  H 
out  of  the  power  of  the  latter  to  do  ^,  as  the  remisftlon 
is"  incidental  only  to  the  Secretrary's  removing  a  dls- 
abilHy. 

The  committee,  on  mature  consideration,  are  of  opin*> 
ion  that  cases  like  the  present^  ought .  to  be  decided 
without  delay,  and  that  it  is  safer  to  confine  them  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  •Treasury  Department  Being 
of  this  opinion,,  they  beg  leave  to  import  a  Mil,  author- 
ising the  Secretary  t>f  the  Treasi^  to  render  the  same 
decision,  on  this  ease,  that  he  would  have  dbne  had 
application  been  made  to  him  previous  td  the  removal 
of  the^abiif^  by  the  petitioner.  ^ 

COMI^ENSATION  CXF  REVENUE  OFFICERS. 

Mft  B^ooil,  from  the  Committee  bf  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  repon  on  the  seyeral  petitions  of 
the  Oollectors  of  the  sports  of  Philadelphia^  Nor^ 
folk,  Plymouth,  in  Masstrchiisetts,  and  Baltimore, 
and  of  the  Naval  Officer  of  the  port  of  Philadel-i 
phiSj  referred  duriog  the  presenr)'session ;  which 
was  reaid;  Wheti,  Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, presented  a  bill  in  addition  to  "An  act  to 
establish  the  compensaiiorts  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  imports 
apid  tonnage;"  which,  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  ou  TJiursday 
nejKtv    The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  jthe  aforesaid  ofiicers  pray  that  prevision  mar 
be  made,  by  law,  for  remunerating  to  them  the  den* 
ciencies  which  have  happened  in  the  amount  of  their 
annual  compensations,^  for  some  years  past;  and,  aa 
it  respects  the  collectors  of  the  ports  of  Baltimore,  and 
Nor^lk,  that  additional  compensation  may  be  made 
them  for  the  future. 

The  committee  have  observed  that  the  deficiencies 
referred  to  have  occurred  principally  duriiof  the  years 
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1808  and   1809,  and  have  been  occasioned  by  two 
causes : 

Ist  The  generaUy  depressed  sta^  of  commerce;  dor- 
anff  those  years,  whieh  so  materially  afiected  the  gene^ 
ral  rerenue  of  th/e  ceuntiy,  and,  consequently,  the 
•emoluments  of  the  officer^  epfplpyed  in  its  collection, 
<in  different  degrees. 

2d.  The  payment  over,  by  some  of  the  present  in- 
cumbents of  those,  particular  ofiices,  to  the  legal  repre- 
lentatiyes  of  their  deceased  predecessors,' of  a  moiety  of 
the  commissions  arising  from  duties  bonded  by  such 
predecessors,  bu^  actually  received  by  such  ineumbenU, 
pursuant  to-^ie  4bb  section  of  the' act  to  establish  the 
•compensations  ibr  those  officers,  passed  March  2d,'  1799. 

On  this  yietr  of  the  subject,  the « committee  would 
remark,  that,  so  far  as  such  diminution  o(oempensation 
has  been 'occasioned  by  the  first  mentioned  causts,  it 
must  be  expected*  by  public  officers,  whose  emo^uiftents 
depend,  in  a  great  degree,  upon,  the  actusl'state  of  the. 
general  commerce  of  the  country,  that  they  ahould,  in 
some  measure,  share  their  part  in  the  occasional  Taria-^ 
tjons  which,  at  particular  periods,  may  happen  to;  that 
commerce ;  and  ii  during  some  yeatsVthey  kre  ensbled 
to  receive  an  amount  which  is  obviously  something 
more  than  an  average  compensation  for  services  ^u^lty 
arduous  in  the  oruinarjr  branches  of  private  business, 
it  ought  not  to  be  complained  of,  if,  in  oth^r  years, 
they  should  receiye  aomewhat  Icm.  Applyii^  this 
principle  to  the  ^9s6  of  the  particular  officers  under 
Consideration  f  the  committee  are  conyinped  that,  upon 
an  average  of  three  years,  from  18Q$  to  1810,  both  in* 
elusive,  Uiose  officers  (wiUi  the  e^roiep^ion  of  the  coUee- 
tor  of  Baltimore)  have  been  e^abM/to  receive  ah  an^ 
nnal  compensation  for  their  serv^^  wfaidu  in  re£trenoe 
to  the  general  rewsrds  of  skill  and.  industry,  during « 
that  period)  ought,  under 'all  th«  circumstano&of  Uieir 
case,  to  be  deemed  a  reasonable  -one.  The  net  emoi- 
mnents  of  the  oolleetor  of  Philadelphia)  (injduding  tha 
half  cemmissfons  paid  to  his  .predecessor)  durittg  that 
period,  amounting  to  the  average  sum  of  $S,637  12, 
anAUslly;  those  of  the  naval  offioer  of  that  port,  to 
,  93,625  89;  those  oftheeollector  of  Nor&lk,  to  $9S18»;^ 
and  those  6f  the  eoHec^r  of  Plymouth,  .to  ^\;^l  46. 

That,  so  far  as  the  pet  emohitients  of  sbmetyf  those 
officers  have  been  affected  by  the  second  consideration 
above  stated,  it  ought  not  to  form  a  groun(>  for  remun- 
eration by  the  Govemnient,  since  it  is  a  circumstance 
incident  to  ail  other  officers  of  the  same''  description, 
upon  the  commencement  of  their  official  duties,  and  is, 
in  effect,  but  the  advance  of  a  sUm  out  of  their  first. 
year'A  emoluments,  which  they  may  calculate  upon  be- 
ing refunded  to  tl^m,  or  their  legal  repiesentatiye^ 
after  the  expiration  of  their  official  duties  by  d^th  or 
resignation.  '       * 

Thai  some  ineqaalitles  exist  ^n  the  compensations 
now  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  customs,  is  not  im- 
probable, and  a  general  review  of  that  subject  may,  at 
a  suitable  time,  he  prppef  and  expedient  ^  But  it  is 
doubted  whether  the  present  unsettled  state  of  our 
commerce  and  revenue  will  afford  /uifficient  dath  pn 
which  any^rmanent  regulations  in-  this  behalf  ought 
to  be  founded.  -     ■ ' 

The  case  of  the  collector  of  Baltimore  is  the  only  one, 
amongst  those  referred  to  them,  which,  in  the  judge- 
ment of  the  committee,  is  attended  with  such  obvious 
circumstances  of  hardship,  and  so  striking  inadequacy 
of  compensation,  as  td  justify  extending  to  him  speclAc 
and  temporary  relief.  The  present  collector  came  (nto 
office  near  ^  commencement  of  the  year  1808;  and 


it  appears,  from  ^e  o'tecial  returns  of  hi^^emofumenta 
and  expenditures,  that  his  net  emoluments,  ibr  that 
and  the  two  succeediil^g  years  have  raioanted  to  but 
$1,180  57,  being  an  average  annual  oonpeBaatioo  fir 
those  years  of  but  $893  52;  and,  so  far  as  can  be  a»> 
certAiried  irom  a  cpmparative  view:  of  the  official  ro- 
tums^  it  appears  that  the  expenditures  of  that,  office 
have,  during  that  period,  been  kept  within  as  reason- 
able limits  as  circumstances  woula  justify. 

,  Under  this  view  of  the  Aeveral  cases  referred  to  theni« 
tlie  committee  recomihend  to  the  House  the  follow- 
'faig  resolutions: 

1st  That  the  pr&ycr  of  the  several  petitions  of  the 
collectors  of  the  ports  of  Philadelphia,  Norfolk,  and 
Flyii\ou(h,  (Massachusetts,)  and  of  the  naval  officer  of 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

2d.  ^bat  there  be  allowed  to  James  H.  McCoUoch, 
cplleetor  of  the  port  of  Baltimore^  the  sum  of  "$1,500, 
as  ^  remUtieration-for  services  in  his  said  offipe,  dniing 
"^the  yeasts  1808,  1809,  afid  1810,  ibr  whidi  his  official 
emoluments  were  an  inadequate  compenaatioti. 

'Jl^e  committee  beg  leave  further  to  report :  That, 
in  the  course  of  the  ezaininations  which  became  ifo- 
ceasary  in  relation  to  ther  merits  of  the  paiticular  cases 
under,  cansideration,  their  atttention  has  been  drawn 
ta  the' practical  opeiation  of  those  portions  of  the  rev- 
enue laws  which  ware  designed  te  limit,  within  reaaoa- 
able  bounds,  th^  net  annuM  emoluments  of  the  officers 
of  the  customs,  in  sojue  of  the  principal  ports  of  the 
Unio^.         .  t 

By  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1802,  it  is  provided  "  that, 
whenever  tha  annual  emoluments  of  any  colltctoT  of 
the  customs,  after  deductings  therefrom  the  expendi- 
•tures  indj^ent  to  his  office,  shall  amount  to  more  than 
five  fhoufcand  dollars,  or  those- of  a  naval  ofScer,  after 
aUie  deduction,  to  more  than  three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred doUats,  or  thos^  of  a  surysyor,  ailer  a  like  deduc- 
tion, to  more  than  three  thousand  do&an!,  the  sniplafl 
shall  be  accounted  ibr,  and  paid  by  them,  respectively, 
to  the  Trea^ry  of  the  United  StatesJ^ 
'  The  principal  item^coinposifig  the  aggregate  of  *' ex- 
penditures inddant  to^  these  offices,"  consist  <^  clerk 
.  hire,  stationery,  office  rent,  and  fael ;  an  account  of 
whi^  tho^  officers  aro  now  required  by  law  to  trans- 
mit, aiinuaJly,  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  to  be 
by  him  laid  before  Congr^iM.  So  long  m  the  whole 
net  amount  of  emoluukents  received  by  them,  respect- 
ively, does  not  exceed  the  nnunmujn  which  they  are 
authorized-  to  xetkin  for  their  <)wn  compensation,  the 
pf r^onal  intefest  of  the  officer  is  undoubtedly  a  suffi- 
cient ch^ek  a^nst  an  'unreasonable  application  of 
their  gross  emoluments  for  clerk  Idreknd  othet  offiicaal 
expenses.  But,  whenever  the  net  amount  oomes  ts 
exceed  ihtii  mqximu^  it  is  evident  that  the  expendi- 
tures for  those  objects,  are  ftahle  to  inisapplication  and 
abuse.  In  the  branch  of  der^  hire,  particularly,  the  os- 
tablisbroent  of  an  officer  may  be  extended  amongst  his 
fiiefads,  connexions,  and  depei^ients,  to  a  degree  lim-^ 
ited  only  by  the  amount  of  Whidithe  whole  net  emol- 
uments of  the  office  exceed^  that  to  which  the  law 
has  limited  the  oersonal  compensation  of  the  officer. 
The  committee  do  not  pretend  to  aver  that  any  in« 
stances  of  such  actual  misapplication  ojf  abuse  hays 
been  brought  to  their  knowledge;  but  it  is  deemed 
their  duty  to  state  those  of  which  the  systepi,  under 
present  regulations,  is  susceptible.  From  the  informa- 
tion received  from  the  Troasurr '  Department,  it  ap- 
peals' that  ns  legal  or  practical  check  against  soch 
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abuses  now  exists  in  that  Depsitnient.  It  may^  per- 
haps, be  difficult  to  provide  any  which  shall  be  entirely 
efleetnaL  It  has  occurred  to  ttie  committee,  that  some 
Kmitatioiis  upon  the  amount  of  clerk  hire  might' prop* 
ailj  be  provided ;  that  it  should  be  m^ide'^  Che  duty  of 
ati  cQslom-bouae  officers  to  return  to  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  a  specificatiou  of  the  munber,  j^ames, 
and  rs^actiie  ctapensation,  of  «U  clerks  employed  by 
them ;  and  giving  to  the  accounting  officers  bf  the 
Treasury  Department  a'power  of  revising  the  accounts 
ni  offiea  expenditures,  aird  disallowing  such  parts  there- 
of as  should  appbar.to  them  unreasonable  or  improper. 
That  all  the  emoluments  arising  from  any  agency  ein- 
ployment,  or  office,  attached  to,  or  dependent  on,  any 
principal  office  in.  the  customs,  should  be  included  in 
their  general  annual  return  of  emoluments  and  expend- 
iture— the  returns  heretofore  made,  as  it  is  understood, 
not  being  uniform  in  this  respect,  some  of  the  officers 
including  tiiose  particular  emoluments  in  fheir  returns, 
and  others  omitting  them.  In  illustration  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  these  emoluments^  it  is  to  be  observed 
thai  all  the  ootlectors,  m  the  ports  ^here  there  are  no 
aurreyors,  and  the  sutveyors,  in  those  ports  where 
there,  ars  such'  officers,  hold  a  sepsrate  commission  of 
inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  p&rtrin  virtue  of  which 
they  are  entitled  to  certain  fees.  Oqe  coUector,  in  ea^ 
State,  under  the  act  of  April  6tK,  1803,  (for  repealing 
the  internal  taxes)  has  b^n  authorized  to'  prepare  cer- 
tain 6erti6cates  to  accompany  fq>irits^  .winep,  and  te^,. 
impacted*  for  which  they  receive  certain  foes.  Sundry* 
ooUeciors  are  agents  £oi^  the  marine  hospital,  and  super- 
intendents jof  light-houses^  for  which  &ey  receive  cer- 
tain conunission*  on  moneys  expended  by  them.  And 
whether  it  is  within  the  intention  oP  the  Uw  of  the 
30th  of  April,  1803,  limiting  the  .compensations  of^ 
these  officers,  that  such  incidental  emoluments  should 
be  included  in  that  limitation,  or  not,  it  is  equal- 
ly proper  that  their  annual  amount  should  b^  known, 
and  brought  within  the  review  and  controlling  powters 
of  Congress.  '  j 

Although  tbe  amount  received  by  the, custom-house 
offioen,  for  their  share  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
uresy  does  not  form  a  part  of  their  ordinary  eniolu- ' 
menta,  so  as  to  subject  this  portion  of  them  to  the  lim- 
itation, yet  th^  ought,  as  it  is  conceived,  to  indnde 
tiwm  in  thttr  returns,  and  for  this  obvious  reason,  viz : 
that  the  same  causes  which  may  have  much  dimin^ 
idled  the  regular  emoluments  of  those  officers,*  may, 
and  probably  have,  greatly  increased  the  oasual  ones 
arising  from  this  soured  Another  feason  for  requiring 
aoch  returns  is  that  of  unifornliity — some  of  the  offi- 
cers now  including,  and  others  omitting  thom. 

Some  regulations  of  this  sort,  designed  to  briii^  the 
official  expenditures  of  the  officers  o/lhe  ci!l[stom's  more 
immediately  under  the  revi/w  of  the  Legislature,  and 
the  reasonable  cohtrol  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
have  suggested  themselves  io' the  committee,  and  have 
been  incorporated  into  the  bill,  which,  by  order,  of  the 
House,  is  herewith  reported. 

CoxxiTTKi  Rook,  November  19,  1811. 

8im :  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom 
has  been  referred  the  several  memorials  of  the  collec- 
tors Of  Norfolk,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  praying  for 
«xtra  compensation  for  past  services,  and  for  an  increase 
of  the  commiBsions  attached  to  thehr  offices,  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  whidi  are  herewith  enclosed,  have  dhected 
nie  to  request  of  you  the  following  information,  viz : 

1st.  A  statementof  the  gross  emoluments  and  offi- 


cial expenditures  of  the  collector  of  Baltimore,  from 
the  year  1805»  inclusive,  to  the-  present  period. 

3d.  A  similar  statement  in  relation  to  the  collectors  of 
Philadelphia  and  Norfolk  for  the  preceding  quarters  of 
the  year  181K 

3d.  A  statement  of  the  officlail  expenditures  of  the 
three  officers  aforesaid,  from  the  year  1807,  inclusive, 
to  the  present  period,  noting  distinctly,  the  nature  of 
those  expenditures,  the  number  of  clerks  employed  by 
each,  with  their  respective  salaries  and  compensations. 

4th.  Whether  the  official  expenditutta  of  the  col- 
lectors (particularly  that  portion  of  them  (Occasioned  by 
cl'erk  hire)  ihay  not,  without  inconvenience,  be  dimin- 
ished in  proportion  to  the  corresponding  diminution  of 
the  current  offioisl  business  and  emoluments  of  the  sev- 
eral officers. 

5th.  Whether  the  necessary  actual  duties  of  said  offi- 
cers have  i)ot,  in  a  good  measure,  diminished  in  a  cor- 
responding proportion  to  the  diminution  of  their  n«t 
emoluments. 

6th.  What  practical  checks  exist  against  the  im- 
proper expenditure- of  money  for  clerk  hire  and  other 
office  expenditures,  and  what  are  the  general  rules 
adc^kted  by  the- Treasury  Department  in  relation  thereto. 
.  7th.  Such  information,  tending  to  elucidate  the  sub- 
jects referred  to  the  committee,  as  you  inay  think  proper 
to  communicate^ 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  BACON. 

Hon.  A,  Oaslatist, 

Sterelary  of  the  Treaeury.   . 

TaxAsvBT  Depautmuct, 

J>ecember^,  1811. 

Sir  :  \  hav^  the  honor  to  enclose  the  statements  of 
emoluments  and  official- expenditures  of  certain  collec- 
tors, reqiured  by  your  letter  of  19th  ultimo;  so  itf  as 
the  same  are  known  at  the  Treasury. 
-  rdo  not  know  the  number  and  salaries  of  clerks  em- 
ployed by  the  collectors.  No  other  returns  are  required 
from  them  by  law,  in  that  respect,  than  those  which 
have  been  annually  transmitted  'to  Congress.  The 
Treasuty  has  no  control  over,  or  checks  against,  the  em- 
ployment of  a  supiBrfluous  number  of  clerks  by  those 
officers-^the  only  check  prov^ed  by  law  being  the 
am'ount  of  their  gross .  emoluments^  out'  of  which  they 
mubt  pay  their  clerks,  office  rent,  (iiel,  stationery,  dtc 
The  ej(pense  pf  clerk  hire  may  certaiiffy  be.  diminiihod 
when  there  is  a  great  diminution  of  business;  but  this 
may  decrei^  more  suddenly  thau  it  is  practicable  to 
dismiss  men  in  ^our  employment,  It  is  so  much  the 
ioterestof  the  collectors  to  reduce  their  expenses,  when 
their  profits  are  diminished,  t,hat  it  iji  probable  that 
they  have  all  done  it  as  far  as  they  coyXo.}  but  I  can- 
not assert  the  fact  of  my  own  kno^edge.  I  am  of 
opinion  that,  under  the  restrictive  laws,  the  personal 
and  actual  duti^  of  the  collectors  have  been  increased, 
notwithstanding  the  diminution  of  business  in  other 
respc^cts.  That  the  three  collectors,  whose  petitions 
you  enclosed^  h&^o  not,  during  the  period  of  their  servi- 
ces, received  a  compensation  adequate  to  those  services, 
appears  to  me  evident  How  far  justice  and  policy  may 
require  Ihat  an  additional  allowance  should  be  made 
.to  them  on  that  account,  is  not  a  question  for  me  to 
decide.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  drc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  E.  BAcoir,  Chairman, 

CommUtee  of  Wuye  and  Meane. 
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ToEBDAY,  December  31. 

Mr.  MCRROW,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Poblic  Laodi*,  presented  a  bill  givinsf  farther 
time  to  t^e  purchasers  of. public  lands  Northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio  to  complete  their  payments; 
liv^hich  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
minee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  DBXt.'  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kbi*t,-      • 

Resolved,  That  the  Presidei^t  of  the  United 
States  be  req^uppsted  tp  cause  to  be  laid  before 
this  House  information  whether  tobacco^  the 
growth  of  the  United  States,  is  admitted  .into 
Holland/  aod^  if  admitted,  whetheV  the  adminrs- 
tratioi^  ch  regie,  op  that  article,  ns  k  bxiats  In 
France,  extends  to  Holland  and'  the'  Han'^atie 
Towns,  and  whether  the  tariff  la  Holland  U  the 
same  as  thaf  in  Frajice.  ^  « 

Mr.  Ke^t  aiidt  Mr;  OiMSBT'^ere  appointed  m 
con^mrttee  to  present  the  said  resgtution  to  the 
President.  "^  ' 

An  engrossed  bill  for' the '  reTision  of  former 
confirmations,  and  for  donfifmins:  certain  daims 
to  land  in  th^  Distdct  of  Kasfatskia,  was-read^he 
third  time,  alid  :pass4d. 

An  engros^d  bill  providing  for  the  n^ore  con- 
yenient  taking  of  afiidavit$  and  bailin  civil  causes 
depeodins[^  lb  the  courts^of  the  United  Statie^/ was 
read  the  fnird  time,  aiid  passed. 

A  message  from  (he  Senate  infofmed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passe^  a  bill  ^extending  the 
time  of  certain  patents  granted  to  Robert  Fulton ;" 
as  also  a  bill  *^ for  the  establishment  of  a  Quarter- 
master's Depar.traent ;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House.. 

The  SpfiAKER  laid  beiore  the  Hqys^  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  estimates  of  appropriatioos  for  the  year  1812 ; 
which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  .      ,  ' 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  Called  for  the  eonsideration 
of  the  resolution  which  bad  been  Uid  upon  (be 
table  some  days  ago,  caUing  upon.  the.  Presidebt 
for  information^whether  any  negotiation  be  now 
pending  between  th^  United  'States  and  Spaiir, 
or  any  other  Power,  respecting'  the  clairti  of  the 
United  States  to  that  part  of  the  country  of  vidii'ch 
possession  was. taken  by  viYtue  gf  the  President's 
proclamation  of  October.  1810,  ^:,  which  was' 
agreed  to,  and  a  comhiittee  appointed  to  wait  upr 
on  the  President  therewith. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  mto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  ffom  the  Senate  toraide  an 
additional  military  force ;  when,  *  ' 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee ri^e,  and  have  leave  to  sit  again,  in  order  to 
take  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  faise  certali^ 
companies  of  rangers  for  the  protection  »of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States  ;.^s,  from  informa- 
tion received,  it  was  probable  that  thb  force  would 
be  immediately  wanted,  serious  apprehensions  be- 
ing entertained  of  renewed  hostilities  from  the 
Indian  tribes  on  our  frontier. 

The  Committee   rose  accordingly,  and  the 


House  resolved  itself  AI)to.  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  proposed  bill.  The  bill  was  gone 
through,  re^iorted  without  amendment,  read  a 
third,  time,  and  passed. 

The  Houses  be  niresumed  the  conaideratioD,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  of  the  biU  to  tais^  an 
additional  iniUtary  forces  when, 

Mr»  Clat  (the  Speaker)  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  th*  following  proviso  : 

"Provided,  however;  That  oflSters  for  eight  regi- 
ments only  ^all  be  appointed,  until  •three-fourths  of 
the  jprivates  of  such  ei^ht  regiments  shall  be  enlisted, 
when  the  officers  fbr  the  rethaiiting-five  regiments  shall, 
alsottbe  appointed." 

Mr.  Clay  observed-  that  a  difference  of  opioion 
had  itrisen  yesterday,  whetlrer'the  additional  miU 
itary  force  proposed  to  be  raised  ought  to  be  fifteen 
t)^ousand)  or  twenty-five  thousand  men ;  ^ot  so 
much,  h^  believed,  from  iei  conviction  that  twenty- 
five  thousand  men  ^ouid  be  too  mahy,  but  from, 
a  dislike  to  the  appointment  of  officers  for  the 
whole  before  they  would  be  wantejif,  so  as  to  have 
ao  army  of  officers  withoiH  the  requisite  sum* 
bep  of  men  for  them  to.'oommand.  This  objec- 
tion would  be  obviated  by  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment,  for  the  officers  ibr  eight  V^menta 
wonld  not  be  more  than  would  be  f eauired  for 
fifteen  thousaind,  men,  had  the  friend^  of  that 
nufnber  carried  their  point.  Aad,  as  the  whole 
twenty^fife  thpusadd  men  eonld.not  be  got  at 
once,  the  expense  of  the  officers,  whos&  appoim- 
ment  was  proposed  to  .be  deferred,  would  be 
saved ;  and  the  officers  for  eight  regiments  would 
be  fullysufficient  for  the  recruiting  service.  He 
hoped,  therefor^,  the  amendment  would  be  adopt- 
ed.— Ag(eed  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN  was  about  to  put  the  question 
tm  the  Committee's  rising,  when 

Mr.  Clat  (the  Speaker)  ^'^^»  l^baC  when  the 
subject^f  this  bill  was  before  the  House  in  the 
abstract  form  of  a  resolution,  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relaxions,  it  was  the  plea* 
>ure  ,b{  the  House  to  discuss  it  while  he  was  in 
the  Chair.  .He  did  not  cbmplatu  of  this  course  of 
'proceeding ;  for  he  did  not  at  any  time  wish  the 
House,  from  considerations  personal  to  him,  tode- 
.part  from  that  mode  of  tiansacting  the  public 
Dusin ess  which  they;  thought  best.  ^He  merely 
adverted'to.  the  circumstance,  as  an  apology  for 
the  trouhle  he  was  abgut  to  give  the  Committee. 
He  was  at  i^ll  times  dispose^  to  take  his  sliare  of 
responsibility,  and.  upder  this  impression,  he  felt 
that- he  owed  it  to  his  constituents  and  to  himself, 
before^  the  Committee  rose,  to  submit  to  their  at- 
tention a  few^  observations. 

He  saw,  with  regret,  diversity  of  Opinion  among 
\those  who  had  the  happiness  generally  to  act  to- 
gether, in  relation  to  the  q<oantum  of  force  pro- 
posed to  be  raised.  For  his  part',  he  thought  it 
was  too  great  for  peace;  and,  h6  feared,  too  small 
for  war.  He  had  been.' in  favor  of  the  number 
recommended  by  the  Senate,  and  he  would  ask 
gentlemen  who  had  preferred  fifteen  thousand,  to 
take  a  candid  and  dispassionate  review  of  the 
^subject.  It  was  admitted,  on  all  hancls,  that  it  was 
a  force  to  be  raised  for  toe  purposes  of  war,  and 
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to  be  kept  up  and  used  odI/  ia  the  eveot  of  war. 
It  was  further  conceded  that  its  principal  desti- 
Dation  would  be  the  provinces  of  our  enemy.   By 
the  bill,  which  had  been  passed,  to  complete  the 
peace  esrabllshmeot,  we  had  authorized  the  col- 
JeccioD  of  a  force  of  about  six  thousand  men,  ex- 
clusive of  those  now  in  service,  which,  with  the 
tweatjr-five  thousand  provfded  for  by  this  bill, 
will  give  an  aggregate  of  new  troops  of  thirty- 
one  thousand  men.    Experience  in.  military  af- 
fairs has  shown  that,  when  any  given  number  of 
men  is  authorized  to  be  raised,  you  must  in  count- 
ing upon  the  effectivejnen  which  it  will  produce 
deduct  one-fourth  or  one-third  for  desertion,  sick- 
ness, and  other  incidents,  to  which  raw  troops  are 
peculiarly  exposed.    In  measures  r'elatiogto  war, 
It  it  wisest,  if  you  err  at  all,  to  err  on  the  side  of 
the  largest  force,  and  you  will  consequently  put 
down  your  thirty-one  thousand  men  at  not  mor^; 
than  an  effective  foVce  in  the  Held  of  4boot  twen-. 
tj-one  thousand.    This,  with  the  four  thousand 
'  now  in  service,  will  amount  tQ  twenty-five  thou- 
saod  effective  men.    The  Siecretary  of 'War  ha^ 
stated,  in  his  report,  that,  for  the  single  purpose  of 
manning  your  forts  and  garrisons  on  the  seaboaird, 
twelve  thousand  six  hundred  men  are  necessary. 
Although  the  whole  of  that  nurabef  will  not  be 
uken  from  the  twenty-fire  thpusapd, a  portionnf 
it  pTobablv  wiH  be.    We  are  told  that, in  Canada, 
there  are  Detween  seven  ai)d  eight  thousand  reg- 
ular troops.    If  it  is  invaded,  the  whole  of  that 
force  will  be  qoBcentrated  in  duebec,  and  will 
yoa  attempt  thaf  almost  impresnable  fortresis 
with  lete  than  double  the  force  of  the  besieged  ? 
Gentlemen  who  calculate  upon  yolqnteers  as  a 
substitute  for  regulars,  ought  not  to  deceive  (hem- 
selves.     No  man  appreciated  higher  th^  he  did 
the  spirit  of  the  country.    6ut,.aU'bous:h^  volun- 
teers were  admirably  adapted  to  the  first  op^rv, 
tioDs  of  the  war,  to  the  making  of  a  first  impres- 
sion, he  doubted  th>ir  fitness  for  a  regular  siege^ 
or  for  the  manning  and  garrisotiing  of  forts.    He 
understood  it  was  a  rule,  in  military  affairs,  never 
to  leave  in  the  rear  a  place  of  any  strength  unde- 
fended.    Canada  is  invaded ;  the  upper  part  falls, 
and  you  proceed  to  Ctuebec.    It  is  true,  there 
would  be  no  European  enemy  behind  to  be  appre^ 
headed ;  hut  the  people  of  the  country  might 
rise;  and  he  warned  gentlemen,  whd  imagined 
that  the  affections  of  the  Canadians  were  with 
us,  against  trusting  too  confidently  on  a  calcula- 
tion, the  basis  of  which  was  treason.    EEe  con- 
cluded, therefor^,  that  a  portion  of  the  invading 
army  would  be  distributed  in  the  upper  C9untry, 
after  its  conquest,  among  the  places  sUsceptibieof 
military  strength  and  defence.    The  army,  con- 
siderably reduced,  sets  itself  down  before  Cluebec 
Sappose  it  falls?    Here  again  will  be  requisite  a 
number  of  men  to  bold  and  defend  it.    And,  if 
the  war  is  prosecuted  still  farther,  and  the  lower 
counfry  and  Halifax  are  assailed,  ne  conceived  it 
obvious  that  the  whole  force  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men' would  not  be  too  great. 

The  difference  between  those  who  were  for 
fifteen  thousand,  and  those  who  were  for  twenty- 
five  thotisand  men,  appeared  to  him  *to  resolve 


itself  into  the  qjaestion  merely  of  a  short  or  pro- 
tracted war,  a  war  of  vigor,  or  a  war  .of  languor 
and  imbecility.  If  a  competent  force  be  raised, 
in.  the  first  instance,  the  war  on  the  Continent 
will  be  speedily  terminated.  He  was  aware  that 
it  might  still  rage  on  the  ocean.  Bot,  where  the 
nation  could  act  wilb  unquestionable  success,  he 
was  in  faVor  of  the  dijsplay  of  an  energy  corre- 
spondent to  the  feelings  and  spirit  of  the  country. 
puppo$e  one-third  of  the  force  he  had  mentioned 
(2^000-  men)  could  reduce  the  country,  say  in 
thre% years, and  that  the  whole  could  accomplish 
the  same  object  in  one  year,  taking  into  view  the 
greater  hazard  of  the  revulsion  and' defeat  of  the 
smi^U  force,  and  every  other  consideration,  do  not 
wisdom  and  true  economy  equally  decide  in  favor 
of  the  larger  force,  and  thus  prevent  failure  ia 
con^ec^uence  of  inadequate  nfieans.?  He  begged 
gentlemen  to  recollect  the  immense  extent  of  the 
^United  States;  our  vast  maritiihe  frontier,  vul- 
'nerable  in  almost  all  its  parts  to  predatory  incur- 
sions, and  he  was  persuaded  they  would  see  that 
a  regular  force  of  >twenty-fiye  thousand  naen  was 
not  much  top  tfreat,  during  a  period  of  war,  if  aU 
design  .of  iiivading.  th^  provinces  of  the  enemy 
w?re  abandoned.     " 

Mr,  C.  proceeded  ne^t  to  examine  the  nature 
of  the  force  contemplated  ^y  the  bill.  It  was  a 
regujar  army«  enli9ted  for  a  limited  time,  raised 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  w^x,  and  to  be  thsbanded 
on  the  return  of  peace.  Against  this  army  all 
our  Republican  jealousies  and  apprehensions  are 
attempted  to  l^  elcited.  He  was  not  the  advo- 
cate of  standing  armies;  but  the  standing  arnUes 
which  excite  niosthis  fears  are  those  which  are 
kept  up  in  time  of  peace.  lie  confessed  he  did 
not  perceive  any  real  source  of  danger  in  a  mili- 
tary force  'of  twenty-five  thousand  men  in  the 
United  States^  provided  for  a  state  only  of  war, 
even  supposing  it.  to  be  corrupted  and  its  arms 
turned,  by  .the  aiAbition  of  its  leaiders,  against  the 
freedom  of  the  country.  lie  saw  abundant  se- 
curity against  the  success  of  any  such  tr^sonable 
attempt.  The  diffusion  of  poiiticial  information 
among  the  great  body  of  the  people  constituted 
a  powerful'  safeguard.  The  American  character 
has  been  much  abused  by  Kuropeaps,  whose  tour- 
ists, whether  on  hbrse  of  foot,  in  verse  and  prose, 
.have  united  in'  deprjeciati.ng  it.  It  is  true  that  we 
do  no|  exhibit  as  many  signal  instances  of  scien- 
tific acquirement  in  this  country  as  are  furnished 
ip  the  Old  World  j  but  he  believed  it  undeniable 
^hat  the  great  mass  of  the  people  possessed  more 
intelligence  thkn  any  other  ^ople  6n  the  globe. 
Such,  a  people,  consisting  of  upward  of  seven 
million^,  affording  a  physical  power  of  about  a 
million  of  men,  capaole  of  beariiig  arms,  and  ar- 
dently devoted  to  liberty,  could  not  be  subdued 
by  an  army  of  25,000  men.  The  wide  extent  of 
country  Nover  which  we  fire  spread  was  another 
security,  la  other  countries,  France  and  England 
for  example,  the  fall  of  Paris  or  London  is  the  fall 
of  the  nation.  Here  are  no  such  dangerous '  ag- 
gregations of  people.  New  York,  and  Philadel- 
phia, and  Boston,  and  every  city  on  the  Atlantic, 
might  be  subdued  by  an  usurper^  and  he  would 
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hftve  m^de  but  a  small  advance.in  the  accom- 
plishmeDt  of  his  pui'pos^.  He  would  add  a  still 
more  improbable  suppositioOj  that  the  whole 
countrr  east  of  the  Alleghany  ^as  to  subml,t  to 
the  amVitioo.of  some  darioff  chief,  and,' he  JQsist- 
ed,  that  the  liberty  of  the  Union  would  be  still 
unconquered.  It  would  find  successful  su])port 
from  the  West.  We  are  not  only  in  the  siiua- 
tioH  just  described,  but  a  g^reat  portion  of  the 
militia— nearly  the  whole,  he  understood,  of  that 
of  Massachusetts — hare  arms  in  their  hands ; 
and  he  trusted  in  God  that  that  great  oVject 
n^ould  be  persevered  in  until  every  man  iii  the 
nation  couuld  proudly  shoulder  the  musket  which 
was  to  defend  bis  country  ahd  himself^  A. people 
having,  besides  one  General  Govefnment,  other 
local  governments  in  full  opCrarioq,  capable' of 
commanding  and  exerting  great  portions  of  thie'^ 
physical  power,  all  of  which  must  1)e  pro^trkted 
oelord  Qur  Constitution  is  subverted.  Biicha  peo- 
*  pie  has  nothihg  to  fear  ffoin  apetty,  contemptible 
force  6f  25;000  regulars* 

Mr.  C.  nroceeded  more  particularly  to  inquire 
into  the  object  of  the  force.  That  object,  he  un? 
derstood,  to  be  waV,  and"  w^r  with  Great  Britain. 
It  l^id  been  supposed,  by  somejgolitleraen.  impro*' 
per  to  discuss  publicly  so  delicate  a  (question.  He 
did  not  f^el  the  impropriety.  It  was  a  subject,  in 
its  nature,  incapable  of  concealment.  Even  in 
countries' where  the  powei-s  of  Government  ^ere 
conducted  by  a  single  ruler,  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible for  thai  ruler  to  cooceal  hi9  intentions  when 
he  meditates  war.  The  iissembling  of  armies,  the 
strengthening  of  posts,  all  the  moyemepts  prepara- 
tory for  war«  and  which  it  was  impossible  to  dis- 
Siise,  unfolded  the  intentibn  of  tne  Sovereign, 
oes  Russia  or  France  intend  war!  th^  intention, 
is  almost  invariably  ^nown  bafore  theVar  is  com- ' 
menced.  If  Congress  were  to  pass  a  law,  with 
closed  doors,  for  raising  an  army  for  the  purpose 
of  war,  its  enlistment  and  oVganization;  which 
could  not  be  done  in.  secret,  would  .indicatie  the' 
use  to  which  it  was  to  be  appliedj  and  we  cannot 
suppose  England  would  be  yo  biiud.  &s  pot  to  see 
that  she  wtis  aimed  at.  Nor  could  she,  did  he  ap- 
prehend, injure  us  fnore.by  thus  knowing  our 
purposes  than  if  sh^  weice  Kept  ih  ignorance  of 
them.  She  may,  indeed,  anticipate  us^  and  coib-^ 
mence  the  war.  But  that  is  whal  she  is,  in  fact,' 
doing,  and  she  can  add  but  little  to  the  'injury 
which  she  is  inflictingv-  If  she  choosie  to  declare 
war  in  form,  let  her  do  so,  the  responsibility  will 
be  with  her. , 

What^  are  we  to  gain  by  war,  has  been  emphal- 
ically  asked  t  In  reply,  ne  would  ask.  what  are 
we  not  to  lose  by  peace? — conimerce,  cnaracier,  a 
nation's  best  treasure,  honor!  . If  pecuniary  con- 
siderations alone  are  to  govern,  there  is  sufficient 
motive  fdr  the  war.  Our  revenue  is  reduced,  by 
the  operation  of  the  belligerent  edfcts,  to  abou^ 
six  million  of  dollars,  according  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury's  report.  The  year  preceding  the 
embargo,  it  was, sixteen.  Take  away  the  Orders 
in  Council,  it  will  again  mount  up  to  sixteen  mil- 
lions. By  continuing,  therefore,  m  peace,  if  the 
mongrel  state  in  which  we  are  deserve  that  de- 


nomination, we!  lose  annually,  in  revenue  only, 
ten  miUions  of  dollars.  Gentlemen  will  say,  re- 
peal the  law  of  not) -importation.  He  contended 
that,  if  the  United  States  Xv^re  capable  of  that 
perfidy,  the  revenue  would  not  be  restored  to  its 
former  state,  the  Orders  in, Council  cpotinuing. 
Without  ^n  export  trade,  which  those  orders  pre- 
vent, inevitable  ruin  would  ensue,, if  we  imported 
as  freely  as  we  did  prior  to  the  embargo.  A  na- 
tion that  carries  on  an  import  trade  without  an  , 
export  trad^  to  support  it,  must,  in  theend,  be  as 
certainly  bankru(^t-,  as  the  individual  would  be, 
who  incurred  kn  i^miual  expenditure,  .without  an 
iocbme. 

He  had  no  disposition  to  swell,  6r  dwell  upon 
the  catalogue  of  injurie^  from  England^  He 
could  not,  however,  overlook  the  impressment  of 
qiir  seami^n ;  an  asgressiou  upon  which  he  never 
reflected  without  feelings  of  indignation,  which 
Lvfould  not  allow  him  appropriate  language  to  de- 
scribe Its  enorniity.  Not  content  with  seizing  • 
tipon  all  our  property,  which  falls  within  her  ra- 
pacious grasp,  the  personal  rights  of  our  country- 
men—irights  wtich  forever  ought  to  be  sacred,  are 
trampled  uppn  and  violated*  T^ie  Orders  in 
Council  were  pretended  to  have  been  reluctantly 
adopted  as  a  measure  of  retaliation.  The  French 
decrees,  their  alleged  basis,,are  revoked.  England 
resorts  to  the  expedient  of  denying  the  fact  of 
the  ftfyocatipn.  ^nd  Sir  William  Scptt,  in^he  cel- 
ebrated case  of  the  Fox  and  others,  suspends  judg- 
tnent  that  proof  may  be  adduced  of  it.  And,  at 
the  moment  When  the.  British  Ministry  throogb 
that  judge,  is  thus  Effecting  to  controvert  that 
factj  and  to  place  the  release  of  our  property  upon 
its  establbiiment,  instructions  are  prepared  for  Mr. 
Foster  to  meet*  at  Washington  the  very  revoca- 
tion which  they  were  contesting.  And  hoW^  does 
he  meet  it  ? .  By  fulfilling  the  engagement  sol- 
emnly made  to  rescind  the  brder??  No,  sir,  but 
by  denrandip^  that  we  shall  secure  the  introduc- 
tion into  the  Continent  of  British  manufactures. 
England  is  said  to  be  fighting  for  the  world,  and 
shall  we.  it  is  asked,  attempt  to  weaken  her  exer- 
tions? If,  indeed,  the  aim  of  the  French  Empe- 
ror be  universal  dominion  (and  he  was  willing  to 
allow  it  to  the  argument,)  what  a  noble  catise  is 
'presented  to  British  valor.  But,  how  is  her  phi- 
lanthropic purpose  to  b6  achieved?  By  scrupu- 
lous observance  of  the  rights  of  others ;  by  respect- 
ing that  code  of  public  law^  which  jihe  professes 
to  vindicate,  and  by  abstaining  from  sell-aggran- 
diz^raent.  Then  would  she  command  the  sym- 
pathies of  the  world.  What  are  we  required  to 
do  by  those  who  would  engage  our  feelings  and 
wishes  in  her  behalf?  To  bear  the  actual  cufiGi 
of  her  arrogance,  that  w^  may  escape  a  chimeri- 
cal I?'rench  suhjugs^tioo  1  We  are  invited,  con- 
jured to  drink  the  potion  of  British  poison  actu- 
ally presented  to  our  lips,  that  we  may  avoid  the 
imperial  dose  prepared  by  perturbed  imaginations. 
We  are  called  upon  to  submit  to  debasement,  dis- 
honor, and  disgrace — to  bow  the  neck  to  royal 
insolence,  as  a  course  of  preparation  for  manly 
resistance  to  Gallic  invasion !  What  nation,  what 
individual  was  ever  taught,  in  the  schoob  of  igno- 
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mioions  rabmission,  (be  patriotic  lessons  of  free- 
dom Had  iodependeDce  ?  L^t  those  who  contend 
for  this  humiliating  doctrine,  read  its  refutation 
in  the  history  of  the  very  man  against  whose  in- 
satiable thirst  of  dominion  we  are  warned.  The 
experience  of  desolated  Spain,  for  the  last  fifteen 
years,  is  worth  volumes.  Did  she  find  her  repose 
and  safety  in  subserviency  to  the  will  of  that 
man?  Had  she  boldly  stood  forth  and  repelled 
the  first  attemnt  to  dictate  to  her  Cwncils,  her 
%  Monarch  would  not  now  be  a  miserable  captive 
at  Marseilles.  Let  us  come  home  to  our  own 
history.  It  was, not  by  submission  that  pur  fa- 
thers achieved  our  independence.  The  patriotic 
wisdom  that,  placed  you,  Mr.  Chaitmaif,  said  Mr. 
C,  under  that  canopy,  penetrated  the  designs  ^pf 
a  corrupt  Ministry,  and  nobly  fronted  encroacn- 
ment  on  its  first  appearance.  It  saw  beyond  the 
petty  taxes,  with  which  it  commenced,  a  long 
train  of  oppressive  measures  terminating  in  the 
total  annihilation  of  liberty  ;  and,  contemptible 
as  they  were,  did  not  hesitate  to  resist  them. 
Take  the  experience  of  the  last  four  or  five  years, 
and^hich,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  exhibited  in  ap-: 
pearance,  at  least,  a  different  kind  of  spirit.  He 
did  not  wish  to'viewthe  past  Airther  than  to  guide 
as  for  the  future.  We  were  but  yesterday  con- 
tending for  the  indirect  trade — the  right  to  export 
to  Europe  the  coffee  and  su^af  of  the  West  In- 
dies, tjroday  we  are  asserting  our  claim  to  the 
direct  trade — the  right  \o  export  our  cotton,  to- . 
bflcco,  and  other  domestic  produce  fo  market/ 
Yield  this  point,  and  to-morrow  ititercourse  be-* 
tween  New  Orleans  and  New  York— between  the 
pUnters  on  James  river  and  Richmond,  will, be 
interdicted.  For,  sir,  the  career  of  encroachment 
is  never  arrested  hy  submission.  ,  It  will  advance 
while  there  remains  a  single  privilege  on  which 
it  can  operate.  Gentlemen  say"  that  this  Govern^ 
inent  is  unfit  for  any  war,  but  a  war  of  invasion. 
What,  is  it  not  equivalent  to  invasion,  if  the 
mouths  of  our  harbors  and  outlets  are  blocked 
up,  and  we  are  denied  egress  from  our  own  wa- 
ters? Or.  when  the  butglar  is  at  our  door,  shall 
we  bravely  sally  forth  and  repel  his  felonious 
entranee,  or  meaoily  skulk  within  the  cells  of  the 
castlel 

it^^  contetided  that  the  real  cause  of  Brjtish 
aggression^  was  not  to  distress  an  enemy  but-  to 
destroy  a  nral^/  A  comparative  view  of  our  com- 
merce with  England  and  the  continent,  would 
satisfy  any  one  of  the  truth  of  this  remark,  ^rrior 
to  the  embargo,  the  balance  of  trade  between  this 
cooDtry  and  England,  was  between*  eleven  and 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  in  favor  of  England. 
Oar  consumption  of  her  manufactures  was  annu- 
ally increasing,  and  had  ris^h  ton  early  950,000,000. 
We  exported  to  her  what^he  mo^t  wanted,  provi- 
sions and  raw  materials  for  her  manufactures,  and 
received  in  return  what  she  was  most  desirous  to 
sell.  Our  exports  to  France.  Holland,  Spain,  and 
Italy,  taking  an  average  of  the  years  1802)  3,  and 
4.  amounted  to  about  $12,000,000  of  domestic,  and 
about  $18,000,000  of  foreign  produoe.  Our  im- 
ports from  the  same  countries  amounted  to  about  I 
f35j000,000.    The  foreign  produce  expprted  eon-  ^ 


sisted  chiefly  of  luxuries  from  the  West  Indies. 
It  is  apparent  that  this  trade,  the  balance  of 
which  was  in  favor,  not  of  France,  but  of  the 
United  States,  was-not  of  very  vital  consequence 
to  the  enemy  of  England.  Would  she,  therefore, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  depriving  her  adversary 
of  this  commerce^  relinquish  hef  valuable  trade 
with  this  country,  exhibiting  the  essential  balance 
in  her  favor— »nay,  more ;  hazard  the  peace  of  the 
country  ?  No,  sir,  you  must  look  for  an  expla- 
nation of  her  conduct  in  the  jealousies  of  a  rival. 
She  sickens  at  your  prosperity,  and  beholds  in 
your  growth — your  sails  spread  on  every  ocean, 
and  your  numerous  seamen — the  foundations  of  a 
Power  which,  atno  very  distant  day,  is  to  make 
her  tremble  for  naval  superiority,  'fie  had  omit- 
ted before  to. notice  the  loss  of  our  seamen,  if  we 
continued  in  our  present  situation.  What  would 
become  of  the  one*  hundred  thousand,  (for  he  un- 
derstood'  there  was  about  that  number)  in  the 
'AoDierican  service?  Would  they  not  leave  us 
apd  seek  employment  abroad,  perhaps  in  the  very 
Country  that  injures  us? 

It  is  said,  that  the. effect  of  the  war  at  home  will 
be  a  change  of  those  who  administer  the  Guvern- 
Aient,  who  will  be  replaced  by  others  that  will 
make  a  disgraceful  peace.  He  did  not  believe  it. 
Not'amanin  the  nation  c;ou|d  really  doubt  the 
sincerity  with  which  those  in  power  have  sought,' 
by  all  honorable,  pacific  iiieaos,to  protect  the  in- 
terests of  the  country.  When  the  people  saw 
exercised  towards  both  belligerents,  the  utmost 
impartiality ;  witnessed  the  sam^  equal  terms 
tendered  to  both ;  anU  beheld  the  Government 
successively >emb^j£iciog  an  accommodation  with 
each  in  exactly  the  same  spirit  of  amity,  he  was 
fully  persuadedr  now  that  war  was  the  only 'al- 
ternative left  to  us  by  the  injustice  of  one  or  the 
Powers,  that  the  support  and  confidence  of  the 
people  would  remain  undiminished.  He  was 
one,  howover,  who  was  prepared  (and  he  would 
iiot  helieye  that  he  was  more  so  th&n  every  other 
member  of  the  Committee)  to  march  on^ln  the 
road  of  his  duty,  at  all  hazards.  What !  shall  it 
be  said  that  our  amor  patri<B  is  located  at  these 
desks — that  we  pusillanimously  oling  to  our  seats 
here,  rather  than  boldly  vindicate  the  most  ines- 
timable rights  of  the  cotyntry  ?  Whilst  the  heroic 
Da>^iess  and  his  gallant  associates,  exposed  to  all 
th&  perils  of  treacherous  savage  warfare,  are  Sa- 
crificing themselves  for  the  good  of  their  country, 
^hall  we  shrink  from  our  du^J 

Mr.  C.  concluded,  by  hoping  that  his  remarks 
had  tended  to  prove  that  the  quantum  of  the  force 
was'not  too  great— that  in  its  nature  it  was  free 
from  the  objections  ur^ed  against  it,  and  that  the 
obiect  of  its  appfication  was  one  imperiously 
called  for  by  the  crisis. 

lAr,  WiDQERT  said,  there  was  no  disagreement 
of  opinion  in  the  House«bou^  asserting  the  rights 
of  the  country ;  i^entlemen  disagreed  onlv  as  to  the 
mode  of  doing  It.  He  was  sorry  that  tne  gentle- 
man who  kad  Just  made  so  handsome  an  addren 
on  the  subject  before  the  Oo(2lkmittee,^had  not  cast 
a  single  glance  at  the  volunteer  corps,  which 
was  yesterday  under  consideration.    The  militiii 
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of  this  country,  he  said,  bad  heretofore  been  con- 
sidered as  the  great  bulWaric  of  our  defence;  and 
it  was  stitl  so  considjered  in  the  Eastern  Slates. 
The  militia  of  that  part  of  the  Union  were  al- 
ways ready  to  perform  any  service  to  wjiich  tbey 
might  be  called.  They  are  an  aroiy  of  them- 
selves. Thev  are  not,  like  the  militia  in  some 
other  parts  of  the  country,  called  out  to  ei(«rcise 
with  cornstalks.  Every  m'an  has  his  musket  in 
good  order,  and  the  service  of  a  militiaman  is 
there  considered  afi  honorable  service.  For  hio)- 
self,  he  i^as  in  favor  of.  T;iisiog  volunteer  corps, 
in  preference  to  regulars^  and  lie  knew  pojt  why 
that  bill  had  been  laid  aside  tot  take  up  this.  He 
knew  they  would  be  much  mpre,  easily  riaised'. 
On  being  properly  addressed,  by  a  beloved  officer, 
he  bad  no  doubt  tjiat  one  lialf  or  three-fourths  of 
many  reginrents  would  offer  their  services  as 
▼oluQteers  \  but,  if  that  officer  went  amone  the 
same  men  in  the  character  of  an.  officer  of  the 
new  army.,  he  ^ould  not  be  able  to  get  ten  ntien. 
He  was  opposed,  at  all  events,  to  the  passing  of  a 
bill  for  raising  a  large  ^rmy )  for  Jie  oelieved  as 
many  inen  ^ould  be  got  by  an  act  fajr  raising  six 
orien  thousand  men,  as  by  one  for  raising  twen- 
ty-five thoiisand.  ...  * 
The  honorable  Sjp;6aker  bad  €aid,  that  if,  the 
» towns  of.  Philadelphia,  New  York  avd  Boston, 
were  to  becap^pred  by  the  enemy,  that  liberty 
would  still  remain.-  But  where?  On  the  rear, 
he  supposed.  God  deliver  him  from  such  liberty. 
Thete  was  no  necessity,  said  Mr.  W.,  for  all  this 
trouble  about  raising  a  regular  army  for  takiqg 
Canada.  The  militia  of  the  New  EpgUvd  States 
only  wanted  authority  to  do  the  business — give 
the  wofd  of  comnrand,  said  he,  and  the  thing  will 
be  done..  If  ,the  bill  before  the  H^use  was  passed, 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting,  the  offi- 
cers; but  the  ship's  c/ew  would. not  he  so  easily 
come  at.  He  was  a^auis^  relying  upqo  regulacs 
for  protection  $  if  this  was  to  be  the  reliance,  he 
should  want  his  property  insureds  We  nu^y,  said 
he.  get  ourselves  Juto^  war  fever  here,  and  pass 
a  law  for  raising  a  large  regular  ^ray,  but  he 
would  sooner  depend  Upon  volunteer? — jthe  mili- 
tia of  the  country.  Mr.  W.  read  statements  to 
show  the  support  which  the  dew  England  States 
afforded  in  the  Revolution,  and  concluded  with 
observfng,  that  the  strength  of  the  country  lay  in 
the  New  England  States.  When  difficulties 
come,  said  Mr.  'W.^  the  militia  will  b^  called 
upon;  and,  it  might  be  well  to  let  them  know 
now,  that  they  are  nrot  forgotten.  But,  for  his 
part,  though  gentlemen  talked  much  about  w^r, 
he  did  not  expect  ihe  country^  would  ^et  to  ^ar. 
We  shall  find  eebtiemen  votmgfor  this  bill,  who 
will  not  vote  for  going  to  war..  We  are  not  at 
present  in  a  state  of  war^  and-  there  is  a  bare'pos- 
sibility  we  may  still  escape  it.  He  was,  however, 
willing  to  riiise  fift^n  thousand  regulars,  ana 
rely  upon  vplunteers  and  militia  for  tfa^  rest;  ai^d 
in  addition  to  their  pay,  he  was'willitag  to  giv^e 
our  citizens,  who  should  thus  engage  to  fight  our 
battles,  a  liberal  bountv  in  land.  Wc  bad  plenty 
of  it,  and  it  could  not  be  better  disposed  of. 
Mr.  Bo  YD.— Mr.  Chairman,  I  understand  that 


there  is  a  motion  mftde  for  the  Committee  to  ri«e 
and  report  the  \>\\\  to  the  House.  If  it  be  in  order, 
I  have  home  observations  to  make  to  the  Com- 
miuee  before  that  is  don 6.  I  do  not  perceive  that 
there  i$  any  necessity  for  ^uch  haste ;  it  is  an  old 
proverb,  that  in  the  multitude  of  council  there  is 
sj&fety.  The  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
(Mr.  Clay)  has  asked  a  number  of  questions,  and 
called  on  geotlefnen  to  answer  them.  Among 
other  things,  if  I  ha^  rightly  understood  him,  he 
asks  what  we  have  to  lose  -by  war,  and  what  we 
halve  to  gain  by  peape?  These  qnestions  I  will 
try  to  answer;  but,  before  I  do  to,  I  will  say  that 
he  has. given  U6,a  flow  of  eloquen^ce  and  auima- 
tion  seldom  jequalled,  and  stated  facts  and  truths 
nbt  to  be  denied  or  gainsaid.  I  understand  him 
to  say,  that  |;he  number  ol  men  proposed  by  the 
bill  was' too  Jew  fpr  war,  and  tpo  many  for  peace ; 
but,  Withal,  showing  the  absolute  propriety  of 
war.  Mr.'  Chairman,  the  war  spirit  is  high ;  |>er- 
haps  it- will  not  be  amiss  toinfuse  a  little  caution 
into  it.  It  is  contc^nded  that  we  must  have  war. 
But  will  it  not  be  advisable  for  us  to  see  where 
we  can  operate  so  as  to  secure  the  end  proposed? 
Shprtof  this,  you  do  nothing.  You  spend  your 
blood  and  treasure  to  no  purpose.  I  will  ask, 
where  will  yoi)  operate  on  that  Power  so  as  to 
effect  your  purpose-ra  repeal  of  her  Orders  in 
Council?  .  Not  on  the  high  seas?  If  there,  with 
what  force?'  Your  six  or  ten  frigates,  and  some 
gunboats?  No,  sir;  it  i^  confessed  on  all  sides 
th/i't  there. she  is  superior.  .  Well,  but  we  will 
make  her  feel;  weMrill  march' to  Canada;  reduce 
the  Canadas  apd  Halifax,  and  drive  her  from  tj^e 
C6ntinent.  Is  It  not  proper  to  inquire,'when  you 
are  raising, an  army  (or  such  purposes,  to  know 
what. number. would  be  sufficient?  Some  gentle- 
men baVe  told  me  three  thousand;  some  say  tea; 
som^  fifteen;  some  twenty-five ;  some  fifty  thou- 
sand. Be  it  so ;  you  have  the  men  to  raise,  clothe, 
and  march.  I  will  ask,  can  it  be  done  in  seeret, 
or  in  six  ipontbs  ?  Surely  not.  What  will  vour 
enemy  be  doing  all  that  time  ?  Will  she  look  on 
qtiietly,  and  m^e.  no  resistance  ?  ts  victory  sure ; 
and,  iTit  was,  would  that  procure  the  end  for 
which  you  contend  ?  Not  at  all.  You  acknow- 
ledge that  the  wrongs  are  committed  on  the 
hxffSL  seas;  and  will  you  brins  her  to  terms  by  an 
attack  of  her' provinces  by  land?  But  you  are 
to  show  the  spirit  of  the  nation  by  retaliation. 
Would  to  .God  it  w^s  in  our  power  ^  there  is  no 
man  feels  more  indignant  at  her  multiplied  wroon 
on  our  lawful  com meroe  than  I  do;  but  but  the 
question  returns,  where  shall  we  find  our  remedy? 
I  answer,  not  in  the  conquest  of  the  Canadas.  I 
wilt  appose  your  army  marched ;  Upper  Canada 
taken ;  you  arrive  at  the  walls  of  Quebec,  and 
you  should  be  defeated — and  that  is.at  least  pos- 
sible— how,  then,  are  you  situated?  Regular 
troops  in  yonr  rear*  Canadians  in  your  front,  In- 
dians op  your  wings,  where  oj  ho,w  will  you  pet- 
form  a  retreat  ?  You  could  not  go  forward,  and 
you  cannot  get  ba^k;^  an4,  if  jfou  could,  must  not 
your  enemies  cross  the  line  into,  our  territory  ? 
Will  they  respect  the  lin^  from  jour  exampw? 
How,  then^  stands  the  situation  of  our  States  of 
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New  "Hampshire,  Vermont,  New  York,  and  ihd 
whole  range  of  ou^  Norihwest  frontier  from  Q,ue- 
bec  to  the  Mississippi?  Sir,  it  is  painful  io  the 
extreme  for  me  to  say  these  things^  and  1  do  it 
with  reluctance ;  but,  in  my  conscience,  I  con- 
ceirc  it  to  be  an  imperious  duty  to  warn  my 
countrymen  to  look  at  consequences.  But,  it  is 
contended  that  there  is  no  medium  between  war 
or  ignominious  submission.  1  think  far  other- 
wise, i  am  no  subn^issfon  man.'  I  was  hot  sp  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  and  1  think  I  am  not  so 
now.  I  opposed  the  British  then  with  the  great- 
est energy  that  I  was  mastet  of,  and  I  would  do 
so  at  this  time;  but  here  the  question  return^, 
what  is  proper?  Not  thji  measures  that  we  are 
about  to  adopt.  If  my  enetn^  cuts  my  finger,  am 
I,  in  order  to  show  my  spirit,  to  plunge  a  dagger 
into  his  bosom  ?  No, -sir  v  I  am  no' such  duellist. 
Adhere  to  the  measures  that  are  proposed,  and 
yoH  do  so  to  our  country ;  and  I  cannot  bare  the 
most  distant  expectation  that  they  will  procure 
the  thing  contended  for  ;  not  can  I  believe  that  it 
can  enter  into  the  head  of  any  member  of  this 
Committee  that  it  will.  No, sir;  there  must  b^ 
something  holioW' somewhere  ;  where,  I  cannot 
tell ;  you  are  to  have  an  army  of  officers,  nbt  ni^n, 
as  it  was  in  the  Revolutionary  war;-  for  some  of 
the  States,  at  particular  times,  hadi  hardly  men 
enough  to  make  waiters  for  ^he  officers,  to  ride 
behind  them  about  the  coqntry  i  though  I  do  not 
compare  those  times  with  the  present,  or  what  we 
are  now  about.'  Sir,  it  is  &n  easy  thing  to  show 
our  valor  and  spirit  in  this  gilded  Hall ;  bht,  t^ke* 
my  word  for  it,  that  five  years  expensive  war  will 
cool  that  spirit.  At  onetime  we  take  the  Cana"' 
das,  with  a- few  men,  in  a  single  campaign;  and, 
at  another,  we  hear  of  five  years  protracted  war 
Five  years  protracted  war !  Spending  twenty  o: 
thirtjr  millions  per  annum,  for' what?  The  liner- 
ty  of  exporting,  without  internlption,  our  surplus 
produce,  which  is  our  natural  rigBf.  Granted. 
but  will  not  war' prevent  that  export  and  operfite 
as  an  embargo  ?  Where  or  how  will  ^ou  export 
during  the  continuance  of -the  war?  Wq  now 
export  to  the  amount  of  many  millions,  and  im- 
port so  as  to  have  ten  or  twelve  millions  revenue. 
Where  or  what  will  be  your  revenue  in'  the  time 
of  your  war  embargo  for  &ve  years  ?    Yotir  peb- 

J»le,  in  that  situatipn,  cannot  pay  a  direct  tat  to 
eed  and  clothe  your  army.  They  w^ll  begin  to 
inqaire  tvhat  ell  this  is  for?  Contracting  oDe 
hundred  millions  of  d^bt.  If  our  spirits  are  high^ 
the  people's  will  be  cooled  down.  Sir,  I  nm 
afraid  that  we  are  about  to*  sap  ^tbe  foundations 
of  our  happy  Qoverninent.- 

Sir,  I  will  state  another  case.  Suppose  your 
fiAy  thousand  m6n  in  Canada,  and  the  British 
send  five  or  six  ships  of  the  line,  with  five  or  six 
thousand  troops  on^  board,  and  land  them  in  the 
Ploriifas,  Amelia  Island,  or  some  pa^tsof  Georgia, 
how  would  you  repel  them  ?  Draw  back  your 
troops  and  march  them  to  the  South?  Before 
you  could  do  that  one  of  th6  States  might  be 
OTerrun  and  plundered.  Lfet  us  turn  our  eyes  to 
Surope,  and  see  what  is  transacting  there,  by  Way 
of  contrast.   The  French  Emperor,  with  seventy 


millions  of  people,  rich  in  resources,  with  a  con- 
siderable naval  force,  and  absolute  dictator,  has 
he,  with  all  bis  force,  beeti  able  to  cause  England 
to  repeal  her  paper  blockade  or  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil? On  the  other>hand,  has  Great  Britain,  with 
the  aid  of  the  Northern  Powers,  been  able  to  sub- 
due France?  IIj^s  she,  by  her  superior  naval 
strength,  bden  able  to  make  France  repeal  her  de- 
crees? '  No.  And  will  yoti,  whilst  she  possesses 
twelve  millions  of  population,  with  a  naval  force 
that  governs  the  seas,  reduce  her  to  bur  tern^  by 
such  force  as  we  possess?  No^sir;  tbe  tiling  is 
preposterous.-  Her  interest  it  is  that  must, make 
her  do  us  justice;  and  I  trust  that.it  will,  if  we 
act  wisely^  Subtliission;  submission,  is  the  word 
that  is  to^  work  us  up  to  a  frenzy.  How  have 
we  submitted?  Have  we  not  contended  for  our 
rfght,  by  negotiation,  these  five  years  past  ?  What 
right  have  ^we>  relinquished  ?  None.  Has  she 
said  that  we  demanded  ah  unjust  thing?  No; 
her  answer  is^  that  in  her,  desperate  conflict  she 
cannot.  The  embdrgo  and  nop-intercour.<ie  are 
now  called  submission.  Did  they  not  bring  Great 
Britain  to  form  9n  arrangement^  acknowledging 
our  right,  through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Erskme; 
and  do  wcinotltnow  that  he  bad  power  so  to  do? 
They  have  impressed  our  seamen,  and  they  must 
be  relieved-  Well^  and  how  is  this  to  be  done? 
By  taking  Canada  aMd  by  our  privAteers.  If 
Ibete'is  war,  there  .will  be  fighting;  and,  whilst 
they  are  strongest  at  sea,  the  presumption  is,  that 
they  <will  tike  more  than  we  shall.  Sir,  let  me 
state,  that  for  ten  years  past,  tieduct  ail  your 
losses,  and  then  we  have  reserved  more  for  our 
produce  than  we  should  have  dpae  hiid  Europe 
been  in  peace,  and  we  had  enjoyed  all  our  rights. 
Another  idea  strikes  me.  If  our  enemy  is  in  the 
North,  the  merchant  at  Georgetown  or  Alexan- 
dria has  a  thousand  barrels  of  beef,  or  pork}  or 
flour,— -60  sooin  as  there  is  war,  the  price  of  pro- 
visions will  be  doubled  in  Europe.  He  clears  out 
for  New  York;  so  sodn  as  be  is  outj  be  is  blown 
off;  your  enemy  (ed;  the  price  of  rations  doubled 
on  us;  you' will  have  to  pay  as  high  for  every 
ration  as  it-will  ^oihmand  abroad.  The  honora- 
ble Speaker  has  gone  far,  indeed,  in  bi^  zeal  for 
riffhrs.  .  He  has  said, iet  the  enemy  sei^eand  lay 
Netv  York,  Philadelphia^  and  Boston  in  ashes; 
nay,  lei  them  overrun  the  whole  country  east  of 
the  Alleghany >  and  Jibertv  would  jetire  to  the 
West,  ami  live  ai^d  fiourisn  ther«.  It  may  be  so, 
but  it  is  top  high  a  price  foir  me ;  I  have  no  incli- 
nation ofgdmg  there;  and.it  would  be  poor  con- 
solation to  rne,  aftef  everything  that  was  near 
and  dear  tome  and  my  people  were  destroyed. 
Sir,  we  have  a  Chief  Magistrate,  and.  I  have  full 
confidence  in  him.  |Ie  is  chosen  by  a  population 
of  seven  millions  of  people;  he  has  asked  or  re- 
commended ten  thousand  men  to  be  raised ;  that 
number  I  will  vote  for^  and  not  higher,  at  this 
time.  These  short  observations  I  have  conceived 
it  to  be, my  duty  to  make 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  with 
amendments ;  but  tbe  usual  hour  of  adjournment 
having  arrived,  the  House  declined  taking  up  the 
report. 
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Wednesday,  Jaoqary  1,  1812. 

Mr.  Jennings- presented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature  of  cfae  Indiaoa  TeiTitory,.prayiQg  chat 
the  iDbabi(ahts  of  tha(  Territory  may  be  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  etect  the  sheriffs  of  their 
respective  counties — Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Jennings,  also,  preaented  another  petition 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  lodtaaa. Territory,  pray? 
log  that  the  said  Territory  may  be  erected  into  a 
separate  and-  independent  State,  and  that  such 
State  may  be  admiHed  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States.— Referred 
to  a  select  coniQiHteei 

Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  Johnsojbi,  Mr.  Rhea,  Mr. 
RoAjfE,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Laoock,  abd  Mr.  Daven- 
port, were  appointed  the  comuiittee^ 

Mr.  Lewis,, from  the  Gommittee.for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  tq  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  sundry  iohabita'nts  of  Washington 
county,  west  of  Rock  Creek,  presented  a,  brll  con- 
eernisg  the  Levy  Court  of  Washington  bounty, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia;  wiiicb'wfts  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  aext.     ^ 

Mr.  Macon  presented  resolutiolis  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
approbatory  df  the  sentiments  contained  in  the 
President's  Message  to  Congreiis  At  the  cord- 
mencement  of  the  present  session,. and  declaring 
that  the  evils  which  the  nation  lias  endured  hav« 
arisen  wholfy  from  the  unprincipled  conduct  of 
the  European  belligerents,  and  that  they  will 
support  the  Qenerai  Government  in  such  meas- 
ures as  may  be  adopted  tp  promote  the  interest 
and  secure  the  4inion,  liberty.^  and  independence 
of  the  United  States;  owhich  Were  read,  And 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  theannual 
r^porf  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  tho  ap- 
plication  of  the  moneys  dra^A  f«)na  the  TbeasuYy 
for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Efepartment  for  the  last 
year.— Referred  to  the  Copttmitieo  of.  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  MiTcBiLL  washed  to  ma^e  a  motion  rela-^ 
tive  to  the  settlement  of  estates  of  certain  per* 
sons,  under  the  act,  now  expited,  for  establishing  ^ 
a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  Owing  to  the 
repeal  of  that  law,  though  »  provision  was  made 
in  the  repealing-act  for  cases  not  thei^  fiilly  com- 
pleted under  the  bankrupt  a^t,  certain  difficulties 
had  arisen,  which  he  believed  it  would  require  a 
suppIementaVy  act  to  adjust^  Mr.  ^,  stated  that 
there  were  some  case^  within  hrs  knowledge,  in 
which  some  very  important  estates  eould  not  be 
settled  without  some  further  provision  being 
made  by  law.  He^  therefore,  moved^thre  follow* 
in|^  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  and  a  com^ 
mittee  of  three  members  Appointed  to  make. the 
inquiry: 

**  JReaohed,  That  a  committee  be  appomted  to  in- 
qoire  whether  any,  and  what^  provision  ought  to  be 
made  by  law  for  the  relief  of  cr^itors  under  the  act 
ibr  establishing  an  uniform  svstem  of  hankroptcj 
throaghont  the  United  8ute«  and  that  Ihey  be  au^r- 
iaed  to  report  by  bUl  or  otherwise." 


Mr.  SMiiiin  observed  that  it  had  been  custom- 
ary heretofore  for  the  two  Houses  to  pay  their 
respectis  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  on 
the  first  day  of  the  new  year;  and  the  hour  for 
doing  this  having  arrived,  he  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn.        .     ' 

The  ^yeas  i^nd  nays  were  called  on  this  mo- 
tion ;  they  were  taken,  and  the  question  was  lost, 
66  to  50.  *   • 


ADMTIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

'  The  order  of  ^he  day  being  called  for^  the  Hoase 
took  up  the  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  raising  an 
additional  military  force. 

Having  come  ta*the^ainendment  which  pro- 
posed' that  the  officers  for  .eight  regiments  only 
should  be  appointed,  until  three-fourths  of  the 
men  were  enhsted, 

Mr.  BuRWELL  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  wofd;i  ^'  eight  regiments^"  and 
inserting  **  sia^."  ^     - 

Mr.*  Wright  hoped  this  amendment  would  not 
prevail.  He  considered  this  as  a  war  measore, 
and  if  we  were  to  economize  in  this  way  at  the 
commencement  of  the  business,  he  should  not 
caUulate  upon  our  acting  with  effect.  Our  coun- 
try was  too  important,  and  our  rights  too  sacred,, 
to  be  frittering  dowQ  measures  for  their  defence  in 
the,  manner  proposed.  In  propprtioo,  said  he,  as 
the  commissioned  officers  are  appoint^  will  the 
recruiting  progress.  These  officers  will  inspire 
tl^  people,  *in  the. several  parts  of  <(he  country 
from .  which  they  may  be  talten.  with  a  military 
spirit,  which  will  induce  theoa  to  enlist  into  the 
service.  He  liked  the  bill  beuer  before  it  had 
received  its  present  limitation  z&  to  the  appoint- 
ipent  of  the  officers;  but,  as  the  Committee  had 
agpeed  thus  to  amend  the  bill,  he  did  not  wish  to 
stir  the  subject  again.  He  hoped,  however,  the 
reduction  woQld  not  be  carried  any  fur^er. 

Mr.  B(jRWBLi«  observed  that  the-gentieman  from 
Maryland  h^d  called  upon  the  House  not  to  con- 
sent, from  motives  of  economy,  to- fritter  away 
our'  measures  of  defence.  If,  said  Mr.  B.,  the 
House  should  detern^ine  tq  appoint  all  the  offi- 
cers, as  at  fir;it  proposed,  I  shall  be  ready  to  go 
with  that  gentleman,  and  others,  as  far  iu  practi- 
cablei  But,  he  thought,  there  was<a  great  diflfer- 
eirce  het^^n  expending  the  puhUc  money  ute- 
lessly,  and  in  such  way  as  to  obtain  the  object  in 
view  at  the.  least  expense.  .  But,  the  genuemmn 
says  that,  if  all  4fie  officers d,re  appointed  at  once, 
the  rabks  will  be  much  sooner  filled  than  in  the 
way  proposed  by  this  amendment.  How,  said 
Mr.-B.,  can  this  be  shown?  It  is  well  known 
that  thes^  officer*  will  do  nothing  towards  misia|^ 
the  iaeA,  and  th^  President  cad  at  anr  time  ap- 
point them  when  they  may  be  wanteo.  He  had 
not  made  this  motion  to  diminish  the  effiset  of 
the  bill,  Xfor  he  believed  the  men  would  be  ob- 
tained as  soon  without  these  officers  as  with  them,) 
but  in  order  to  make  the  bill  more  palatiible  to 
many  gentlemen  who  at  present  object  to  it  on 
the  score  of  expense.  If  the  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men  could  be  raised  by  enacting  the  law, 
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tkere  wo«ld  be  propriety  id  «ppoiDjting  the  offi- 
cers at  QDce  ;  but  no  rnan  can  believe  that  four  or 
fire  thoasaod  0en  trill  be  existed  in  four  or  fire 
months;  and.  as  the  President  will  bare  the  pow- 
er to  appoinf'  the  officers  whenever  they  shall  be 
wanced,  no  itoconreoieoce  can  arise  from  defer-*; 
ria^  the  appoioimentB  till  that  time.-  And  it  is, 
besides,  probable  that4he  President  will  hare  it  In 
bis  power  to  make  better  appointments  then  than 
BOW.  from  baring  more  time  in  whi^h  to  make 
the  proper  selection  Of  charaaters  for  the  purpose. 
It  ought  to  be  recollected  tbat  one-tbicd  of  the 
expense  of  the  support  of  this  army,  goes  to  the 
payment  of  its  officers,  and  if  they  were  td  be 
appointed  immediately,  this  expense  wauld  be 
incurred  without  producing  any  benefit  to  the 
country.  * 

On  the  subject  of  economy,  Mr.  B.  said,  while 
we  took  measures  for  raising  a  force  adequate  to 
the  purposes  we  had  in  view,  care  tjught  to  be 
taken  that  no  money  is^  unoecessarfly  expended. 
The  raising  of  funds  would  put  the  couqtry  lo 
some  difficulty,  but  be  had  no  doiibt  the  expense 
would  be  eheetfuUy  met  by  the  people,  when  they 
see  thai  na  unnecessary  expense  is  incvried. 

After  a  few  Words  from  Mr.  Wright,  (he 
amen^dment  wtf»  carried^  there  being  fif^y-^eren 
members  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Nblson  said  be  did  not  wish  to  thtoW«ny 
embarrassment  in  the  way  of  raising  the  army 
proposed,  but  be  believed  that  it  Would  be  un- 
necessary ai  the  commencement  of  the  business 
to  appoint  all  the  officers  now  contemplated,  k 
was  well  known  that  the  efficient  officfyrsjn  raid- 
ing-troops  are  the  captaina  and  ^ubalteras.  The 
fidd  officers  being  of  no*  use  untH.  the  men  are 
raised,  it  might  be  well  to^  defer  their  appoint*^ 
meat  until*  that  time.  *He  mored^  tlierefore,  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  the  foUqwing  prorision : 

**  That  ad  many  of  the  offieeiv  shall  be  commissioned 
at  ftial,  and  so  on  fi«m  time  to  time,  as  the  Executive 
nay  believe  nccestey  for  raising  tha  troops."  '- 

The  Speaker  dedarecl  tBis  motion  not  in  order, 
at  present;  but  th^t.  when  ihe  amendments  were 
gone  through,  and  the  bill  was  befoie  the  Hou&e, 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  hare  lin  op* 
ponuntty  of  introducing  it.     , 

Another  motion  was  mad'e  to  adjourn,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  called  upon  it. — Lost  by  a  larger 
maiority  than  before. 

Ail  the  amepdments  having  been  considered, 
and  others  introduced,  the  question  recurred-  on 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing ;  hot,  several  maiabers  expreisiag  a  desire  to 
see  the  bill,  as  amended^  printed,  before  tbey  gave 
a  rote  upod  it,  a  motion  wa«  carried  for  it  to  lie 
on  the  table,  in  order  to  make  way  for  another  to 
have  it  printed,  whtoh  was  accoraiogly  made  and 
emrried. — Adjourned* 

Thursuat,  January  2. 
The  Speaker  announced  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate extending  the  time  of  certain  patents  granted 
to  Robert  Fulton,  i^hicb  was  twice  read^  and  com- 
mitted; though  not  without  some  objections. 
12th  Con.  IstSEss.— 80 


Mr.  Alston  stated  it  to  be  a  very  extraordinary 
thing  that  an^  application  should  be  made  for  an 
extension  of  a  patent  which  had  not  been  granted 
more  than  two  years,  After  some  remarks  from 
Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  in  favor  of  the  extension,  the  bill 
was  suffered  to  take  the  usual  course. 

Mr.  Wright  called  up  fbr  consideration  a  res- 
olution which  he  had  laid  upon  the  table  some 
days  ago,  proposing  the  appointment  of  a  comniit- 
tee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for*  the  protection,  recovery, 
and  indemnification  of  Aiperican  seamen.  It 
was  aceoirdingly  taken  up,  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee ef  five  members  appointed,  viz:  Mr. 
.WnrotfT,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  PiPer,  Mr.  Tallmadoe, 
and  Mr.  STnifofa^. 

Mr.  MgKeb  stated  to  the  fiouse,  that  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  a 
subject  which  did  not  copne  properly  before  that 
committee,  but  belonged  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  &d  Manulactures..  This  letter  com^- 
plaiosof  the  want  bf<^0Qds  proper  for  the  Indian 
Department,  aqd  suggests  the  propriety  of  making 
an  exception  in  the  non^Mmportation  law  in  favor 
of  these  goodsL  Mr.  McKec,  in  conformity  with 
this  letter,  ofieYed  the  following  resolution,  which, 
with  the  .letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  wish- 
ed might,  for  the  present,  lie  upon  the  (able,  un- 
til members  shall  have. had  an  opportunity  of 
considering  the  subjebt : 

^  Reiohedf  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
M«tiufacturea  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing».by  law,  the  introduction  into  the 
Unitbd  States  of  snch  foreign  goods  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  usual  supply  of  the  Indian  Department'* 
-     Ordered  to  lie  4W  the  (able.  -      »         ^ 

Mr.  Bagjsbtt  wished  to  make  a  niotion  on  the 
>subject  of  a  claim,  which  hpd  been  before  Con- 
gressfor  twenty-four  years,  and  which,  therefor^, 
ought  to  be  decided  upon:  Much  difficulty,  no 
dbubt,  had  attended  the  investJjgation;  but,  ne- 
verth^lessw  if  the  claim  be  a  just  one,  it  ought  to 
be  allowed,  or,  if  otherwise,  rejected.  '  In  order  to 
.iQib(ain  this  object,  l^e  proposed  the  following  res- 
olution: '       . 

**  Reaoked,  That  the  Ooaunittee  of  Claims  be  in- 
strneted  to  inquire  Into  the-expedienoy  of  referring  the 
cGeum  of  Beaumarchaif'  heirs  to  some  court  of  the 
United  States,  in  form  of  a  case  agreed  between  the 
Attornev  General  send  the  agent  of  the  said  claim,  or 
in  such  other  form  as  may  be  agreed  on  by  the  Attor- 
ney Gleneral  and  the'Viid  agent." 

After  some  objections  from  Messrs.  Fisk,  Pit- 
kin, €1(}(ncv,  and  ALSTotr,  the  resolution  was 
negatived.  It  was  stated  to  be  a  novel  proced- 
ure; that  if  this  claim  wer^  to  take  the  proposed 
direction,  there  wer^  hundreds  of  others  might 
follow  it'.  It  was  hoped  that  Congress  would 
never  send  any  clftim  made  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, to  <be  decided  in  her  courts.  This,  said  Mr. 
Alston,  *'  would  be  throwing  the  independence 
of  the  country  at  th€  feet  of  the  Judiciary."  This 
claim,  though  it  appeared,  in  the  name  of  an  indi- 
vidual, it  was  stated  was  more  in  the  nature  of 
a  claim  of  the  French  Gk)vernment  upon  the 
Qovernment  of  this  county,  than  an  indtvidiia 
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«Uiin.  The  CommiUee  of  Cl^ims^ai  all  events, 
ought  to  come  to  a  decisioa  upon  this  subj^t, 
without  attemptiDg  to  remove  the  settlement-to 
any  other  tribunal. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARy  If-ORCE 
The  House  then  took  up  the  order  of  the  ^ay, 
which  was  the  bill  from  the  Senate  .to  raise  an 


widhed  to  place  this  responsibility  upon  them,  as 
bein(|[  the  nest  judges  of  the  qualit]^  of  men  re- 
quisite for  accomplishing  the  object  in  view. 

Mr.  GftUttPT  hAi  not  intended  to  take  any  part 

in' this  discussion;  but,,  when  he  saw  an  auempt 

\  made  which  bethought  went  to  sacrifice  the  best 

interests  of  his  country/ he  could  not  ^eip  raising 

his  voice  agaiost  it ;  and  if  he  stood,  alone  in  the 


additional  military  force.  >  apposition,  ne  should  be  proud  of  his  sio^uhiriiy 

.   Mr.  Wright  moved  to  araenjl  the  bill,  by  add-fThe  Constitution,  said  Mr.  Q.,  has  divided  Ui< 
ing  thereto  a  new  section,  providing  ^that  the  ^   '  .        ..«- 

*  (3Scers  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall, 
'  respectively,  receive  their  commissions  during 
'  sueo  term  only  as  the  President  of  th^  United 

<  States  shall  deem  necessary ;  and  it  shall  be  the 

<  duty  of  the  President  to  discharsn  such  officers 
'  whenever  their  services  are-  np  longer  wanted. 

*  And  that  no  general,  field  or  staff  officer,  who 
^  may  oeappobted  under  this  act,  shall  be  entitled 
'  to  receive  any  pay  or  eitaolument  until  called 
'  into  actual  servjce,  nor  for  any  loflgertfme  than 
'  he  shall  remain  therein.'^ 

This  amendment  was  carried,  there  being  six^y* 
nine  members  in  favor  of  it.     ^ 

Mr.  Bibb  ipoVed  further  to  amend  the  bin,t  by 
adding  to  the  end  of  the  £rst  section,  to  the  words 
which  provide  that  after  three-fourths  of  the  pri- 
vates requisite  to  complete  six  regiments  bave 
been  enlisted,  the  coTomisdoned  officer^  for  the 
remaining  seven  regimeif^s' shall  be  appointed, 
"  unless  (Circumstances  shall,  in  the.  opinion  of 
^  the  President,  render  the  appqiat'meniof  offic^ks 
^to  the  seven  regiments,  or  any  part  thereof,  un- 

*  necessary ;  in  which  evenly  he  shall  determine 

*  wha^  part  shall  be  appointed?'  . 

Mr.  Smiub  said,  that  if  this  amendment  were , 

agreed  to,  he  would  vote  for  the  bill,  otherwise 

^e  could  not.     He  had  himself  prepared  an 

amendment  to  the  satae  effect.    He  had  been  in 

favor  of  raising  ten  thousand  men,  in  conCormity 

with  the  recommendation  of  t^e  Executive ;  Hut, 

for  the  sake  of  uaanimity  in  the  Comtntittee  of 

Foreign  Relations,  he  had  consented,  contrary 
•  to  his  judgmcot,  to  raise  fifteen  thousand.    Bot 

there  was  a  majority  of  Congress,  it  appeared,  in 

fitvor  of  raising  twenty-ftve  thousand  oien.    Nor, 

.until  to-day^  bad  there  beep  any  disposition  shows 

to  depart  from  that  number.  .Now,  an  amend- 
ment is  proposed,  leaving  it  discretionary  with 

the  President  to  raise  the  additional  nucnber  of 

men,  if  cireorostandes  sbot^d  be  such. as  to  re- 
quire them..  He  ^as  witiinff  to  confide  this  pow- 
er with  the  President,  but  farther  than  this,  he 

was  not  willing  to  go. 
Mr.  Bibb  would  five  a  single  reason  only  in 

favor  of  his  amendment.    It  is  the  provim^e  of 

Congress  to  declare  war ;  and  whenever  this  body 

has  agreed,  upon  the  object  for -which  a  military^ 

force  shall  be  employed,  it  becomes  their  doty  to 

call  uoon  the  Executive,  or  Secretary  of  War, 
'  for  information  as  to  the  number  of  men  Requisite 

to  be  raised.    By  adopting  the  proposed  amend- 

ment,6ix  regiments  will  be  immediately  raised  in 

addition  to  our  present  militai-y  force,  and  we  put 

it  in  the  power  of  the  Executi^  to  raise  s^ven 


ppwei^  of  the  Gk>verament  into  different  depart- 
ment^ pd  each  onght  to  perform  the  duties  allot- 
ted to  it.vlt  is  made  the  duiv  of  Congress  to 
declare  i^ar  and  raiaearmies.  (But,  if  this  ameod- 
mtnt  .be  agreed  to,  the  President  will  have  the 
power  of  speaki«ig  armies  into  existence,  and 
again  of  speaking  them  out  of  existence.  The 
peace  t>ftbe  co^untry.  will  be  placed  in  the  power 
of  an  individual.  /We  have,  said  he,  full  confi- 
.depcein  the  presln,t  Chief  Magistrate;  but  the 
time  piay  come,  when  we  shall  be  unwilling  to 
place  this. power  ii^the  person  filling  the  ofiica  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  We  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  care/iil  how  we  make  precedeats 
xif  so  4^ngerous  a  nature,  lie  had  always  thought 
it  one  of  the  stron^esi  objections  to  Mr.  Adams's 
AdmitHstrathDU,  that  so  much  power  was  con- 
stantly given  to  the  Executive,  ^indeed,  if  he 
had  any  objection  to  our  excellent  ConsUtutioo,  it 
was  on  account  of  the  very  great  powers  placed 
in  the  ExefeuJiivcy/^ 

Mr.  Q.  said,  he  ms  opposed  to  this  ameadment 
on  another  grouadj/  He  was  against  throwing  the 
respoBsibilitywhichottghito  reraara  With  Con- 
gress upon  the  Rre^deoO«f  war  is  to  be  ma#e,  we 
ought  to  make  it ;  and  int  be  otfr^^usioess  to  naake 
war.  it  is  our  bu>if\ess  to  raise  aranes.  We  are 
the  best  judges  of  the  kind  of  force  which  it  is  fit- 
ting to  em"pJoy^  But  if  we-jsfo  oa  in  this  wa^,  p«t- 
tin|^  everything,  onahe  Executive,  what  Juud  ot 
a  faroa^hail  we  exhibit  to  \hM  world !  The  Sea- 
ate  have  throwa  an  army  upon  us,  and  we  are 
about  to  throw  i^,  upon  the  President,  and  then 
we  shall  be  junt  where  we  begun.  Qoaceirio^ 
that  Congress  is  the  proper  power  to  act  on  this 
subject,  he  should  Yote  agaioM  all  propositions 
which  went  to  shift  the  responsihilitjr  from  those 
who  ought  to  beiir  it  \  and  that,he  mif  ht  have  an 
opportunity  of  showing  ^is  vote  on'  this  oecaaiao, 
he  called  for  the  y^as  and  nays  upon  the  question. 

The  fei^s  and  nays  were  takaii  aecordinglf ,  as 
follower 

TsAi^Es^del  Bscoa,  Josiah  Bartlett,*Wflliaia  W. 
Bibb,  Willimm  BJaddedge,  Hamaann  B|eecker»  Tho- 
mas Blount,  Adam  Bc^,  James  BrackeBridge»  Ro- 
bert Brown,  Willism  BuUer,  John  C.  CaUioaa,  £m- 
phrodittts  Champian,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis  Condit, 
William  Crawford,  Joseph  Daaha,  (tauaael  Dinaaaoor, 
William  Findley,  Meshaek  Franklin,  Thomas  B.  Gold, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A. 
Harper,  Aylett  Hawes/Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hjne- 
man,  Eichard  Ja<Jkflon,  jUn.,  Richard  M.  Johaaon, 
Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Aaron  Lyle,  George 
e.  Maxwelt,  Thomas  Masre, William  MoGoy»  Bamael 
McKee,  Amaah  Metcalf,  Jaai^   Kocgan,  Anduwy 


more  regimenU,  if  they  deem  it  necessary.    He  |  New,  Thomv  Newbold,  Stophen  Om^y,  William 
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PftaMmg,  juUm  Israel  l^ckem,  ^WHlinn  Piptet^  BMiJit- 
min  Pond,  Jpnathan  Roberts,  Ebenecer  Sage,  Bbe-. 
nent  Asciver,  Samuel  S'kaw,  Jofaa  Smtli^  Oeosge 
fimilh,  Winiam  Strong,  John  Tatiaftnro,  0ri  Tracy, 
Bobcrt  WhiteMU,  Wm.  Widgei^,  and  Robert  Wri^t 
—67. 

NA.n — WiUia  Alston^  Junior,  Wijiiani  .Andenon, 
fiteveaeon  Arcber,  Daniel'  Avery,  John  Bal[«r,  David 
Baid,  BoryreU  Baeeett,  Abnah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brig- 
baiB,  Langdon  Chevea, ,  Martin  Chittenden,  Jamee 
Coefaran,  Johfi  Clopton,  John  Davenport j  jun.,  Roger 
Davity  John  Dawion,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott, 
James  Fitk,  Asa  Fitch^  Thomas  Gholson,  Felix  Gron- 
dy,  Philip  B.  Kef,  Abne^  Lacock,  Lyman  vXaw,  Jo- 
seph Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Peter  Little,  Wil- 
liam Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macdn,  Archibald  McBryde> 
Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mttchill,  Jeremiah  Mor^ 
row»  Jonathan  >0.  Moseley,  Hngh  Nelson,  rThomaS 
Newton,  Joseph  Peanoh,  Timothy  Pttidn,  juh.,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiak  Qoincy,  WafiaCn 
Reed,  Samuel  Rii^oid,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Wflliam  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheflby,  Richard  Sta;^^,  Phi- 
%  Stoart,  Klas.  Stow,  Lewii^  B.  Stoiges,  George 
SoUran,  Samuel  Tag^t,  Peleg  Tallman,  George  M. 
1Vo«|H  Charles  Tamer,  Jan.,  PierTe  Yftn  Cortlandt, 
Jan.,  Labaii  Wheston,  Leona/d  White,  DatidR.  WU« 
iiftms^  Thomas  Wilson,  and'  Richard  Winn!-r^6. 

Mr.  Smilib  moved  to  add  the  foHowing  words 
to  the  end  of  the  &r«t  aeetioB  of  .the  hill,  ^if  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Pr^Mdent  the  public  service' 
sb^ll  jeqaire.snch  app^iotraeots  to  b^  made.''   - 

Mr.  PiNBLBT— Mr.  (Speaker;  I  have  Voted  for 
every  ameodnMot  thlit  was  caleuUted  to  'lessen 
the  npoiiiial  amoant  of  thearnty  proposed  to  be 
niiad  by  the  Wi  from  the  Staatd;'  but!  baYp 
Bot  engaged  in  debate,  nor  moved  any  amend- 
ment of  my  oWn*  -  1  irill,  however,  vote  for  this 
anM»draent,^ropQ^d  by  my  colleagne  (Mr,  Smi- 
UB,)a8 1  harve  done  for  others  of  the  satne  import^ 
not,  sir,  with  a  view  to  lessen  the  effective  K>roe 
of  the  proposed  nrmy^  but  Vo  increase  it.  The 
effective  force  of  an  ai*mf  dependsoo  tl^  aamber 
of  ighting  Caen,  and  not  on  the  number  6(  rm- 
menu  on  paper.  Officers  must*  and  onghtto  be 
paid  and  otberwtM.  supported  agteaa^y  to  their 
link ;  bot  they  oanndt  Bg;bt  our  battles  witbont  a 
compeicttt  antober  of  privates  under  their  com- 
naad.  I  believe  such  a  nnmber  cannot  be  ob-^ 
mined  by  enlistment  in  the  United  States  in  any 
gmn  time  we  can  prescribe.  /  There  are  not  in 
the  United  States  twenty^ve  thousadid  mcfn/in 
addition  40  the  present  eetabUsbmeat.  wh\ph  re- 
gret s^eral  thpnsand  to  render  it  cotn|4ete, 
vho  are  disposed  to  enlist  as  private  soldiers,  sub- 
ject to  mfiiianr  disci pli|ie,  or  that  stand  in  need 
of  that  reeort  lor  support. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  row  an  old  man,  and  have 
bad  much  opportunity  for  obserration.  The  en- 
Itttment  of  soldiers  came  early  un4^  my  notice. 
I  have  paid  attention  to  its  progress,  both  ip  Brit- 
ainaad  in  the  United  States;  add^from  observa- 
tlon  and  experience,  I -am  convinced  that  the 
United  States  contain  very  few  of  such  people  as 
nsoally  enlist  to  fill  the  armies  of  Europe.  We 
bare  none  that  are  obliged  from  necessity  to  en- 
list ia  order  to  obtnin  bread.    I  think  that  I  may 


appeal  to  every- mJemberwhciiears  me  to  support 
my  assertion,  that  no  man  in  the  United  States, 
who  is  industrtott^,  is  under  the  necessity  of  en- 
listing ibr  that  purpose.  Labor  is  well  paid  for ; 
those  who  are  obl^ed  to  labor  for  hire  are  well 
paid  and*  well  fed.  They  are  nnder  no  necessity 
ofenlisting  to  obtain  a  liveliiiood,  and  few  of  them 
will  do  it  of  choice.  I  know^  that  men,  very 
.  wbrjthless  at  home,  hive,  under''  military  discip- 
line,, become  excellent  eoldters.  Bot  these  are 
very  few  in  number,  and  probably  most  of  them 
alreadv.  engaged ;  and  we  know  they  have  not 
filled  tne  ranks  of  our  present  Army. 
.  Tbe'^  nations  of  Eurofj^,  with  wbom  we  have 
;  relations;  are  otherwise  situate.  At  all  times 
there,  they  have  thousands  who  find  great  diffi- 
culty ia  earning  their  bread,  and  who,  with  their 
fiimiiies,  live  on  a  Very  scanty  and  uncertain 
naintenapce*  But,  wjien  war  comniences,  the 
manufactories  nnd  usual  channel,H  of  commerce 
are  deranged.^  and,  by  this  means,  thousands  of 
men  -are  thrown  out  of  employment,  who  are 
unfit  for  any  other  busines  bot  that  sipall  branch 
^of  mechanical  bfbor  to  #hioh  they  bad  been  ac- 
customed. To  the^e,  enlistment  in  the  army  af- 
fords- i  comfortable  retreat  from  starvatipd.  Hap- 
pily, tbe  United  States  have  iio  such  class  of 
society/  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hopef  that  these' obserrations  will 
not  be  considered  as  intended  to  cool  our  ardor  in 
prdcuring  redrete  for  thb^wrongs  we  have  suffered. 
They  are  intended  tcf  invigorate  onr  effective  cx- 
erlipnsr^they  are  iatended  to  prevent  a  deceptive 
s^ipport^  No  alternative  for  war  is  now  proposed 
by  any  member.  I  w^6t  to  engage  in  war,  if  it 
cannot  be  ayoided,  in-  such  a  manner  as  we  can 
support  it  vriih  honor.  I  want  to  bring  all  onr 
force  into  'action  in'  the  manner  in  which  the 
people  are  willing  to  act.  I  wish  to  enlist  into 
the  proposed  regular  armv,  all  wb<)  can  be  en- 
listed into  it.  I  Consider  the  militia  as  the  great 
reserve  on  tbe  back  ground,  and  ii  tery  valnalde 
reserve  they  "are.  I  Wish  the  bill  calling  into  ser- 
vice the  tDlmnteere,  which  was  laid  aside  a  few 
diiys  since,  passed  into  a  law.  I  wish  that  men 
shouldalso'  be  raited  on  short  enlistments.  Every 
member  who  hears  me,  sir,  and  who  attended  to 
the' progress  of  thb  only  war  in  which  the  United 
States,  as  a  nation^ere  ever  engaged,  knows  the 
Use  of  all  those  diOerent  kinds  >  of  force.  Those 
w^o,  conducted  us  through  the  Revolu^on,  em- 
ployed every  kjnd  of  foree  which  the '  eonntrv 
would  wlllii^y  produce^  in  the  way  in  which 
men  were;  WiUiog  to  aot. 

Sir,  when  the  war  that  established  our  inde- 
pendence commenced,  Congress^composed  of  the 
most  intelligent  and  respectable  patriots,  recom- 
mended, the  raisfng  of  a  number  of  rej^iments.  I 
remember  well,  that  to  Pennsylvania  eighteen 
were  allotted;  but  after  all  the  exertions  that 
could  be  made  by  recruiting  officers,  aided  by 
every  farmer,  who,  even' if  he  was  not  a  good 
Whig,  encouraged  recruiting,  that  he  and  his 
family  might  be  saved  from  militia  service  ;  yet. 
after  all,  the  regiments  were  not  filled ;  and  to 
prevent  the  officers  exceeding  the  dae  nnmbcr  of 
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privates,  QoTeroment  were  Qblig^d  to  tqrii  tWo 
Tegiments  into  oDe,'aod  to  give  an  hoDorable  dis- 
missal to  the  disarranged  ^eers.  Thi/i  is  a  cir- 
cumstance too  .well  known  to  men  of  that  age  to 
be- dwelt  on  now^  Twas  on*  of  thenhree  ^oupty 
commissioners  who  taxed  the  property  to  raise 
thirty  pounds  each,  for  a  prescribed  nutpber  of 
recruits,  in  addition  to  tlieir  public  emoluments; 
and,  even  after^all  this  the  State  line  of  the  Afmy 
was  not  eotnpleted ;  but  we  had  -to  resort  fo  short 
enlistments  and  ndilitia  service.  When  the  In- 
dian war  commenced,  imder  the  i^resent  Govern- 
ment, and  the  army  commanded  by  Geoeral 
Way  lie  waa  raised,  #ith  .ell  the  industry  that 
could  be  used,  the  ranks  of  that  army,  during  the 
five  campaigns,  were  but  about  three  hundred 
more  tlian  half  filled  at  the  Jiighest.  By  resig- 
nations, dtc,  vacancies  were  numerous,  an^  the 
President  never  filled  theja  by  ne^  appointments 
till  a  session,  of  Congresa  had  intervened.  On 
speaking  to  him  about  filling  up  some  vacancies, 
he  answered  by  asking  me,  witn  a  Smile,  whether 
I  did  not  think  there  Ivere  oflioers  enough  to  com- 
mand all  the  men  we  had  in  our  ranks  7  Air  ad- 
ditional reason,  however,  v^as  assigned  for  per- 
mitting a  session  of  Congees  to  pi^ss,  viz.:  the  pro- 
babihiy  that  Coz»gress  would  unite  some  regi- 
ments, and  derange  the  state  of  the  officers,  as 
had  been  done  in  the  former' war.  I  believe  the 
President  follows  the  same  method  at  present.  . 

The  next  aroiy  that  was  attempted  to  be  raised 
was  during  the  'hos(ilities\with  France.  I  then 
gave  my  opinion,  nor  only  on  thefloorybut-to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that  the  ranks  could  not  be 
'filled,  and  that  it  would,  be  an  army  of  oncers 
It  proved  to  be  so;  as  soon  as  a  certain  descrip- 
tion of  people  about  towns  and  cities  were  enlisted] 
recruiting  stopped. 

During  the  war  conducted  by  General  Wayoie, 
recourse  was  necessaril/  had.  to  short  enlistments 
and  militia  service,  where  a  r^ruit«ould  not  be 
procured  for  the  regular  Army.  I  have  observed 
full  companies  of  rangers  for  eight  t)r  ten  months^ 
raised  in  a  few  days..  Indeed/ 1  never  saw  diffi; 
culty.  or  much  delay,  in  raising  such  troops. 
.  Gentlemeu  argue  for  the  greatest  pumherof 
regiments,  from  the  necessity  of  ^ing  able  to 
make  a  strong  impr^ssioB  to  secure  the  object.  I 
ani  equally  impressed  with  that  necessity  ;  but  '\i 
is  not  an  army  on  paper  that  wikl  Aiake  that  im- 
pression ;  and  I  am  convinced,  by  observation  and 
experience,  that  the  army  proposed  by  the  Sea- 
ate  will  long  be  such.  I  ain  for  employ in^  sol- 
diers in  every,  manner  in  whioh  they  are  willing 
to  serve.  lam,  sii;  in  favor  of  employing  as«many 
regulars «as  can  possibly  be  procured,  aided  by 
etery  other  description  of  trotips  that  are  suited  to 
circumstances  and  to  the  state  of  the  country. 

Mr^rniTOH  said  he  sh6uld  vote  against  the 
amendmeiit,  not  from  any /ear  thiit  the  Presiilent 
would  abusie  the  power  proposed  to  be  placed  in 
him,  hot  because  he  was  agaiAst  making  any 
more  amendments  to  the  bill  which  were  not  ma- 
terial. He  thought  there  were  sufficient  restric- 
tions in  the  bill  already.  Some  time  will  elapse 
Nfore  the  thre^fourths  of  the  men  for  the  six 


regiments  are  ei^li9tad*'  The  whole  subject  wilt 
be  before  Congress  diKing  the  session;  and,  prob- 
ably,.before'  the  men  for  the  six  regimenu  are 
raised,  Congress  will  have  no  difficulty  in  saying 
Whether  or  not  the  remaining  regiments  shall  be 
raised.  ^ 

Mr.  Troop  obsei?ved  that,  if  it  wete  foond, 
some  titae  hence,  that  26.000  raeto  were  unneces- 
sary. Congre^  could  at  once  say,  that  only  a  cer- 
tain part  should  be  raised.  It  had,  in  hisopitiion, 
been  correctly  said,  that,  if  wedbnot  want  25,000 
men,  we  do  ndt  want  one  man.  Can  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvtinia  doubc  that  5,000  men 
will  be  Wanted  for  \he  defence  of  New  Orleans? 
And  is  it  not  siaiedby  the  Secretary  of  War,  that 
12,000  men. will  be  wanted  for  the  fortifications 
on  our  seaboard,  exclusive  of  the  aid  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  militia,  which  takes  17,000  out  of 
the  ,25,000  men  ?  And  is/there  aman,  who  has  a 
knowledge  of  military  afiairs,  wbo  Would  be  wil- 
ling, to.sit  down  beforeihe  Gibraltar  of  America, 
Q^ueb^e^.with  less  than  20,000  men  ?  In  his  miod, 
however,  the  capture  of  Halifox  would  be  mpre 
imftortftnt  thanduebec,  as  from  thence  may  be 
expected  the  Chief  attacks,  upon  qur  commerce ; 
.hilt  Halifax  could  not  be  taien  until  Cluebec  was 
first  secirt-ed.  He  could  see  no  reason  for  adopt- 
iilg  the  iimendment.   -  ■   '*' 

.  Mr.,  McKiM  said,  it  was  peculiarly  the  province 
-pf  Congress  to  raise  armies.  Why,- then,  throw 
the'  respoiisibillty  upon  th^  President,  who^  by 
an  honest  error  of  opinioiA,  might  use  the  power 
improperly?  Why  should  Congress  shrink  from 
this  responsibility  ?  It  is  for  us,  said  he,  \h  do 
.thcwbole  of  the* business,  and  npon  us  the  wbofto 
respoasfbiltty*  ought  to  lie.  For  these  reasoss, 
he  Was  Opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Calhoun' voted  in  fav^r  of  the  ammdoaeat 
of  ^  gentleman  from  Georgia,  though  he  was  in 
favor  of  raising  the  whole  25.000  men.  because 
he  wished  to  carry  the  present  measure ,by  as  large 
a  vote  a^  possible.  He  believed  ^nothing  but  tbe 
most  energetic  course  would  answe^any  purpose. 
The  oejivs  of  the  steps*  already  taken  have,  no 
doubt,  passed  over  the  Atlantiob  The  eottutry 
against  whom  we  are  taking  measures,  may  ha^e 
uken  her  stand.  Unanimity. and  decisioii  in  oor 
Cooac^ls  «alone  can  save  the  country.  He  be- 
lieved  the  public  sentiment  was  with  Oongreat ; 
bjut  if  gentlemen  will  oot^  in  any  instance,  a««ri- 
fiee' their  opinions,  but  pertinaciously  ipstst  upon 
ame^dtaient  after  ameadment^o  measures  broagbt 
forward  for  our  defence,  we  might  be  forced  iaio 
war  before  we  are  prepared  for  it.  We  ought 
either  to  submit,  or  ma|ce  an  energetic  defence* 
He  perceived  that  the*  public  sentiipent  began  jal« 
ready  to  doubt  -  whether  Congress  was  really  in 
earnest,  froq^  the  tardiness  of  their  movements. 
He  should  vote  against  the  proposed  ameodoieiit 
in  order  to  prevent  farther  delay. 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  if  hie  understood  this  bill,  it  did 
not  contemplate  to  raise  a  number  of  men  suffi- 
cient, in  case  of  war.  The  amendment  intro- 
duced by  the  Speaker,  provided  only  for  the  rais- 
ing of  six  regiments  in  the  first  instance.  The 
proposed  amendment  goes  no  fartbefi  as  it  says, 
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the  officers  of  the  nev%D  remaibing  reffiments  ^all 
not  be  appointed,  except  they  shall  be  found  rie- 
eessary.  And  notbing  1>ut  the  adjustment  of  our 
differences  with  Great  Britain  coutd  pr^rent  this 
necessity;  But  hope  is  stilt  enferiained  by  some, 
that  these  difficulties  may  still  be  accommodated. 
He  thought  the  House  ought  to  agree  to  the  prop- 
osition, which  could'  do  tso  possible  jnjury^.  It 
was  introduced  in  \he  spirit  of  compromise  to 
meet  the  views  of  certain  gedtlemen,  and  he 
should  vote  for  it.  •  ^      ^ 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
negatived — ?8  to  55.  The  votes  were  the  same 
as  on  the  last  question,  except  in  two  or*  tl^ree 
instances.         '  '  ^       ^ 

No  other  amendqient  being  pro])osed  to  the 
bill,  the  question  was  stated  from  the  Chair,  that 
the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and,  together  with 
the  bill,  be  read  the  third  \\mt\  and  being  taken^ 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  90,  nays  35,  as 
follows:  '  .     .  '     . 

Txas— Willis  Alston,  jun*,  William  Aiidenon,  8bo-, 
vensoB  Archer*  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Bk-vid 
Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Bassett,  Abnah  Biger 
low,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Rob^  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Mattbew 
Clay,' James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  I^ewis  Condit, 
WUIiam  Crswford,  Roger  DaVis,  John  Dawson,  Joijieph 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsrooor,  I^Has  Earle,  James  Emott, 
WilHam  Findiey,  Jamea.  Fisk,  Biashack  Franklm, 
Tbama*  Ohplaon,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.,Oreen, 
Feiir  Gfimdy,  Bolliitg  HaH,  Obed  HaUi  John  A. 
Haspar,  AylMt  Havras,/  John  M;  flyneman,  Richard 
M.  JohBaan,  Joseph  Kas^  William  R.  King,  Abnac 
Laaock,  Joseph  Lafever»  PatM^  lAtlla,  Rob^ii  Le  Roy 
LiringvCon,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Qeoige 
C.  Maxwall,  Tboaaas  Moore,  WilU^ra  McCoy,  8am- 
Qcf  McKee,  Alexander  McKftn,  Aranah  Metoalf,  Sam- 
uel L«  Mitchill,  James  Morgan^  Jeremiah  Morrow^ 
Hugh  Nelsoji,  Anthony  New,.  Thomas  Newton,. 
8te^en  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  jun,,  Israel  Pick- 
CDS,  William  Pjpcr,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,' 
Jo^sih  Qoincy,  William  Keed,  Samuel  Riniggold,  Joha 
Bhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  SeaVer,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Sevbert,  Samnel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  William 
Strong,  Cfeorge  Snllivan,  Peleg  Tallman,  John  Talia- 
fems  tfri  Tracy,  George  M<  Troup,  Charles  Turnev, 
jvBMT,  Pierre  Van  Oortlatodt,  junior,  David  R*  Wii- 
liaaas,  William  Widgery,  Rt<^rd  Wiiin,  and  Robert 
Wqglil; 

NATa— John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Adan^  Boyd, 
JtaMs  Breskenridge,  EIQah  Bri^am,  Epapbroditua 
CkaBpion>  Martin  Chittenden,  John  DavenporC,  J4m„ 
IViUiasa  Ely,  Asa  V^U^  Jaeob  Hnfty,  Richard  Jack- 
sen,  Jan.,  Phihp  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jaBn  Nathanisi  Maoon,  Ar<^ba|d  McBiyde;  Jonathan 
O.  Maseley,  Thomas. Ne^vbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  jan.»  EUsha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph, 
Wniiam  Rodman,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  Smilie,  Rich- 
ard Sunfordi  Philip  Stuart,  Silaa  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
6torgM,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  I#a- 
bin  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  "ithomas  Wilson. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow ;  and  on  moiioa,  the  Hoose  ad- 
joaroed. 


,        Peiday,  Jknuary  3. 

Mf.  Lacock  presented  a  petition  of  Sarah 
Fowler,  of  Pennsylvania,  widow  and  executrix 
of  the  late  Brigadier  General  Alexander  Fowler, 
dece^ed,  praying  a  grant  of  ten  thousand  acres 
of  land  due  t6  her  late  husband  in  virtue  of  a 
proclamation  *of  the  -Eiog  of  Great  Britain,  of 
the  year  1763.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims.  . 

Mr.JjEWis  presented  a  petition  of  Prince  Wil- 
liams, free  man  of  polor,  praying  a  support,  in 
consideration  of  bodily  injuries  sustained  by  a 
fktl  from  the  top^  of  the  C5apiiol  in  the  City. of 
Washington,  whilst  in  the, employ  of  the  public 
as  a  laborer.-^Referred  to  a  select  committee. 
Mr.TiEwis,  Mr.  Key,  and  Mr.  Maxwell,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Rbe^a,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Pest  Roads,  to  whotn  Vas  referred  the  peti- 
tions of  several  rellgioi^s  societies  in  the  western 
parts  of  Pennsylvania,  complaining  of  the  prac- 
tice of  travelling  with  the  mail,  and  openinfi^  it 
at  the  post  offices  on  the*  Sabbfiih,  reported  that, 
however  desirable  the  regulations  for  which  they 
pra{  may  be,  Ihlit,  at  this  particular  crisis  of  ot^r 
a€foirs,  it  is  inexpediient  to  make  ^ny  aiterationa 
in  this  respeot* — The  r<fport  was  concurred  with. 

Mr.  NewtoN)  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
m^ce-  and  Manufactures,  r^rted  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury»  under  the 
authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  Suites, 
to  purchase  frpm  Winslow  Lewis  his  patent-right 
to  a  4iei^  method  of  lightiojg  lights  houses,  and  for 
other  purposes.         .  ^ 

[Mr.  N.  stated  that^  by  this  new  method,  a 
llffht-bouiie  which  now  coQsumea  1,40Q  gallona 
of  oil,  in  a  certain,  period,  would  be  supplied 
by  400  onjly.]  The  bill  was  twice  read^  and.oom- 
tiaitted. 

Mr.  Bacon  mdved  that  the.  Qommittee  of  the 
Whole,- ^  whom  was.  referred  the  report  on  the 
patitions  of  the  collectors  W  the  seyeral  porta, 
mjght  be  dbcharged  from  the  further  oonsidera- 
tiot^'of  it, -that  it  might  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  ind  Means,  ia  order  to  have 
some  errors,  which  had  .escaped  the  committee, 
corrected.^*^ Agreed  to.-  •  . 

-  Mr.  Rhea,  said,  that  persons  entitled  to  pen- 
sions had  found  great  difficulty  in  complying 
VFitb  the  requisitio&s  of  t^ie  law  as  it  npw  stooo. 
H^  wished  to  simplify  the  busineas,  and,  for  that 
purpose,  offered  to  the  House  a  resolution  which, 
af(er  some  observation^  from  different  members, 
add  receiring  au  amendment  from  Mr.  Gholbon, 
the'Chdirman  of  Ibfe  Committee  of  Claims,  was 
agree<}  to,  and  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  jBNmifoa  offered  a  resoUition  calling  upon 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  in  forma* 
tion  respeetjug  the  appointmeat  of  ceNain  Indian 
agents,  d&c.,''ia  the  Inoiana  and  Illinois  Territo* 
riet;  bujt  some  objectioo  being  made  to  it,  oa 
'the  ground  of  a  similar  reaolutien  baring  al- 
ready baeo  entered  into,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  PoBTift,  the  Chairman  of  the  ConMnitteo 
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of  Foreign  RdaMons,  said  that,  U  having,  been  jfpree  of  the  coon  Urj.    Ifsuch  had  been  the  exfOicit 
discovered  that  there  were  some  parts  of  fhe   determination  of  a  majority,  much  as  1  deprecate 


bill  for  raising  a  volunteer  corps,  which  re 
quired  correction,  and  which  could  be  b^ttept 
done  by  the  committee  who  reported  it  |han 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  i?«  Woujd  move 
to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the.  Whole  from 
the  further  considerajiion  of  the  bill,  in  order  to 
reconimit  it.  '. 

This  motion  was  objected  to  by*  Mjp.  Smilib, 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Jlela- 
tions,  who  said  ^hac  no  meeting  of  the  cpmmittee 
had  been  had,  which  he  thouf^ht  ought  to  have 
taken  place  before'  a  motion  of- this  kind  was 
made.  He  hW  heard  nothing  of  these  corrections 
before,  and  did  not  understand  the  managemenr 
which  appeared  to  attend  this  business. 

The  Speaker  objected  to  the  term  manage- 
ment, as  applied  to  any.committeeof  that  House. 

Mr.  Smilie  explained,  %nd,  after  some  obser- 
vations from  other  tnembers,  the  inotfon  to  dis- 
charge the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  recommitted,  ' 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  TOBQE^ 
The  order  of  tlje  day  beipg  called  fbr,  the  ^U 
fof  raisiDg  an  ad^Jitianal  force  was  taken  up,  and' 
read  the  third  time;  and  the  question  being  pu<< 
"  Shall  the  bill  pass  itk  third  reading? 

Mr.  Shbfpet  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  not 
my  intention  to  have  disturbed  ihe  tMnquillity 
with  which  this  measure  has  hitherto  progressed 
through  the  House ;  but  considerios  the  deep  in- 
terest which  this  country  has  at  stake,  and  w^civ' 
b  so  intimately  connected  with  ihe  present  ques- 
tion, I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  state  the  rea- 
sons which  influence  my  vote.  I  feel  the  greater 
solicitude  to  do  so,  because^  as-will  have  bei^n  per- 
ceived in  the  several  stages^of  the  bill -under  con-i 
sideration,  I  differ  essentially 'with  a  great  m9r 
jorliy  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  of ,  the 
United  States.  They  suppose  that  this  course  is 
indispensable  to  maintain  the  rightsahd  honor  oi 
the  country,  and  that  the  means  which  they  are 
about  to  provide  by  this  bill  are  calculated  to  at- 
tain the  ends  in  view;  while  I  conceive  their 
projects  pregnant  with  every  mischief— with  the 
ruin  of  our  liberties.  In  the  e^pfessidn  of  this 
opinion,  let  me  not  be  understood  as  disposed  in 
any  degree  tb  impeach  the  purity  of' their  mo- 
tives. I  haive  no  doybt  •that  every  mem  bet*  acts 
under  the  high  sense  of  tluty  which  he  owesr  tw 
his  country,  and  which  t  he  occasion  is  particularly 
calculated  to  inspire.  While  I  make  this  sincere 
ami  unsophisticated  declarati9n,  !  hope  a  corres- 
pondent indulgence  and  Itberality  will  be  ex- 
tended to  me.  V  '  I  ' 
I  bad  hoped,  if  it  waa  seriously  intended  to 
change  the  state  of  this  nation,  and  to  barter  th« 
blessings  of  peace,  whieh  w^  have  enjpyed  for  so 
many,  years,  for  the  evils  and  calamities  of  war, 
that  the  question  woujd  have  been  propoiuided  to 
us  in  a  direct  and  Unequivocal  shape ;'  that  we 
should  have  been  called  upon  to  determine  whe- 
ther the  injuries  of  which  we  justly  complain,  are 
to  tM  redressed  by  the  employment  of  the  physical 


the  evils  which  must  loevrtably  attend  a  state  of 
war,  I  should  have  cordjally  xmitpd  with  them  in 
*ealUDg  forth  our  energies  and  providing  the  means 
calculated  to  terminate  it  speedily  and  aiiccess- 
fully.  I  should  have  done  so  under  the  guidance 
of  the  isame  motives  which  actuate  me  in  the  qp- 
position  :wbibh  I  make  to  the  bill  on  your  table. 
Viewing  waras  attended  with  every  evil  which 
ambition,  eorri]|j>tipp,  and  .the  indulgence  of  the 
malignant  passions  can  give  birth  to,  I  should 
have  inclin^  to  lend  my  efforts  to  terminate  its 
existenoe  as  soon  as  an  honorable  i>eace  could 
be  secuped-^that  the  body  politic  miffht  oot  be 
wholly  corrupted  by  protracting  the  disease,  hot 
•restoced  to  its  healtnfut  state  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible.  It  hrasi  however^  pleased  those  who 
direct  the  affairs  of  this  patibn  in  th|s  House  to 
pursue  a  different  course.  Instead  of  designatiog 
the  ol^ect  for  the  attainjnent  of.  which  the  foree 
provided  by  the  bill  under  consideration  is  to  be 
employed,  so  far  as  it  respedts  any  declaration  of 
tjbi^  HoUse,  that  rs  stiH  unascertained ;  so  that  we 
are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  opposing  the  grant 


intention  of  the  majority ;  whieh^  as  arrowed,  is- 
nothinff  mote-or  less  tha^  an.offensive  war  agaipst 
Oreat  Britain.      ^ 

Oa^a^iuestioa  of  so  iQ«ch  mofBent-.to4ii«€i>iia- 
try,  whose  pe4«e  and  happiness  is  so  direoily  ia- 
volvedi  I  had  expected  that  ^  fuU,  svsteiaaljuB^ 

"Wet 


and  stateswaa4ik«' development  would  1 
made'  by  some  friend  of  this  nseasu/ej  not  ottlf 
of  the  causes  pf  complaint  wfaiftf^  we  have  agttiast 
Great  Britain,  and  |he  injuries  whieh  we  hav.e 
received  at  her  haadu,  but  of  the  objects  of  the 
^war,  about  to  be  undertaken,  and  the  means  and 
probabilities  of  securing  .them.  iPhere  is  a  self- 
evident  distinction  between  the  causes  and  the 
/bbjects  of  ^  war.  The  one  miay  exist  withoat 
the  other.  ,And  there  mav  be  both  good  causes 
and  substantial  objects,  ana.  yet  it  would  be  the 
gross^, folly  to  precipitate  the  nation  into  a  war, 
unless,  on*  full  reflection,  aided  by  all  the  wisdooi 
an^.ezperiejice.we  conld  coll6^  thape  appeared 
a/aic  prospect,  tl^it,  aft^r  tl^  waste  of  our  blood, 
and  treasure,  we  cuuld  either  realize  the  ofojeQt 
in  contcov^rsy,  or  obtain  some  substantial  eaoiv- 
alent^  We  had  therefi^  right  to  ezp44^ — to  have 
had  placed  befoce  luya  view  of  (his.subjeat,  oai- 
culated/to  convince  us  that  we  were  not  Ibreipo* 
iog  the  blessing  of  peace  wi^ont.a  ri^tionai-ob- 
|eet,  or  without  the  most  distant  prospeot.of  roak* 
ibg.the  war  anything  but  a  cwse  to  this  aaitoa. 
But,  instaad  of  such  a  course— ^hi^  the  oeea- 
sion  seemed  naturally  to  require,  if  our  reason  is 
to  have  anf  share  in  the  de'eiston— nothing  has 
been  presented  to  us  but  highly-colored  statements 
of  the  iQJ[ustice  which  ha^  been  measured  out  ta 
us  by  Great  Britain.  The  many  injuries  which 
we  have  received  at  her  haads  have  been  detailed 
and  repeated  bv  almost  every  one  who  has  spokea 
in  favor  of  this  bill ;  but  there  they  have  stopped. 
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On  this  ptrt  of  the  8aMect-=»the  only  part  which 
genUemeD  bare  been  pleased  to  touch-«-there  is 
Tery  little  difference  between  n^.  I  have'  no  diffi- 
culty in  beiieTinj^,  that  ever  since  the  year  1806, 
not  only  Orett  Britain,  t^t  France  aIao,.haTe  |fi?en 
tts  repeated  causes  of  war;  which,  according  to  the 
former  usager  of  nations,  is  justifed  wb^ne?er  an, 
indignity  is  ^offered,  or  a  national  right  ?iolated. 
I  am  oot  one  of  those,  therefore,  who  sappose  that 
"  Qreat  Britaio  bds  done  us  no  essential  injury." 
Far  from  it.  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  indigni- 
ties offered  to  us^  and  the  repeated  violations  of 
oor  rights  as  a  neutral  nation  on  her  part ;  but 
this  is  not  enough  for  me.  I  must  be  persuaded 
that  there  isa'rational  hope  th^twar  wtlb-emedy 
the  evil  which  we  experience,  and  that  it  will  ^ot 
bring  with  it  others  mtch  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  that  under  Which  we  labor.  Were  these 
tbtn^  as  little  questionable  as<the  course  of  ihe 
BffhtshQoremment  has  been  umuftjt,  Lshould  have 
no  hesitation  in  uniting  my  efioris  to  obtain  jus-- 
tice  by  force. 

6o  far  am  I  from  admitting  that  the  British 
Qovornmefit  is  justified  in  >  adopting  her  Orders 
JD  Cetiocil— 'the  i^reat  ca^iaie  of  complaint — that 
I  deny  both  th^ir  }>remise^  ieind  conclusion.  ^  The 
priaeiples  upon  which  they  purport  to  be  founded. ^ 
i  IS- the  right  which  Great  Britara  claims  to  retail- 
ate  vpon  bir  eneiAy  the  evils  meditated  aieainst 
her  by  thedecret  of  Berlin,  I  do  most  Explicitly 
deny  the  doctrine,  that  a  belligerent  caii  justifia- 
bly aMDihilate  the  unquestionable  right  dfi  neu- 
iial,  becaoae  it  nSay  be  calculated  to  distress  an 
eaeny,  dr^eem  retaliatory  of  some  unjust  rego*-"^ 
laiiMi  adopted  by  htm.  It  is  neither  jostified  b^ 
reaaott  »er  by  any  principle  of  public  law.  Nor 
da  1  bc4ieve  Great  Britain  mor^  coricect  In  her  con  - 
cHmoq,  that  ^'th^  Orders  in  Council,  id  their  efieot, 
weoid  retaliate  pa  her  enemv  the  evils  meditated 
againat  her  by  him."  On  the  contrary,  it  seems 
to  me  that  they  had  «  direct  opposite  tendency. 
The  moat  important  feature  in  the  French  Berlio 
decree,  was  that  whic^h  was  intended  to  exclude 
from  France,  and  the  countries  iroder  her  control 
and  influenoe,  British  produce  and  manufactures 
— ^e  btockading  part  being  merely  nominal.  It 
would  either  be  rigorously  executed^,  or.  it  would 
not.  If  it  could  ^ot  be  execyted,  (as  was  then 
generally  believed,)  the  American  flag  afibrded 
the  beat  maaus  of  introducing  the  articles  inter- 
dkted  to  the  Continent ;  so  that  the  enterprise  of 
ou^eitlseas,  seconded  bv  the  habits  and  wants  of 
the  pei^ile  who  have  oeen  accustomed  to  this 
commerce,  would  have  reduced  the  decree  to  a 
mere  shi|dow.  Should,  however,  the  vigor  of  the 
Preach  €k>vernmetit  be  competent  to  affect  the 
aoti-commereiftl  system,  aird' execute  ^he  Berlin 
decree,  so  as  to  exclude  British  products  and  man^. 
ofaetores,  there  then  remainecl  no  prospect  that 
Fmnce.woold  be  distressed  by  the  aestmction  of 
the  renmi  iting  commerce  with  her,  left  to  us.  We 
fbmished  her  with  none  of  the  great  necessaries 
of  life.  Our  principal  trade  was  in  the  colonial 
products,  which,  by  the  Berlin  decree,  ind  sub- 
sequent  municipal  regaiations,  were  totally  ex- 
cinded,  with  a  view  to  encourage  their  growth, 


or  substitutes,  in,  her  own  dominions.  So  that 
the  Ord^rs.in  Council,  as  to  the  retaliatory  object, 
could  have  very  little,  if  iny,  practical  effect. 
'  On  the  subject  of  the  impressment  of  our  sea- 
men, much  has  been  said  in  the  course  of  this 
debate.'  The  distr^sses^of  fifty. thousat|d  Ameri- 
can citi2eas  on  board  the  British  ships  of  war 
have  been  described  in  feeling  language, and  paint- 
ed in  glowing  colors,  particulany  1^  an  honor- 
able member  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Johnson.) 
Without  believing  ^that  the  actual  number  ap- 
proaches that^uoposed,  I  feel  for  our  unfbrtunate 
countrymen  in  that  situation,  and  readily  admit 
that  thete  is  cause  of  complaint  against  Qreat 
Britain,  arisipg  from  th&t  source.  .  But,'' on  this 
subject,  it  is  important, to  view  the  question  on 
both  sides,  to  enable  us  to  ascertain  whether  we 
are  not  claiming  more  than  we  can  ever  ration-' 
ally.expect  to  obtain.  Oor  native  citizeas,  or  those 
who  were  mismbers  of  this  community  at  the  close 
of  the  tlevolntiopary  war,  are  uoquestionably  en- 
titled ta  exemption  from  impressment.  But  we 
claim  it  for  every  person  who  shall  sailunder  our 
flag— at  least,  for  those  that  hkve  been  natural- 
ized since  the  period  mentioned.  I  confess  I  am 
not  disposed  to  el^ter  into  a  wajr  for  the  security' 
on  the  high  seas  of  the  latter  class.  I  think  we 
do  anoxigh  (more  than  any  other  Government  ob 
earth  do^)  wl^en  we  place  those  persons  upon  a  ' 
perfect  equality,  as  it  respects  the  eojojrment'Qf  ' 
every^  right  within  our  Uerriiorial  jurisdiction. 
So  f^r,  no  othernation  has  ca[use  to  complain,  be- 
Cffhse  we  do  not  interfere "witli  any  right  claimed 
by  them,  either  sanctioned  by  public  law,  or  of  a 
questionable  character^  But  lurther  we  caniiot 
go,  Without  interfering  with  the  claims  of  other 
sovereign  Powers,  sanctioned  by  lone  practice 
and  acquiescence.'  Allegiance  is  due  ^om  every 
person  in  a  social  state  to  some  Government.  In 
tfare  dark  ages  of  superstition  and  despotism,  it, 
was  claim^t  as  due  by  divine  right ;  but  since 
the  dawn  of.  civil  liberty,  i{  has  been  considered 
as  a  duty  growing  otft  of  an  implied  compact  be- 
tween the  governors  antl  governed,  and  indisso- 
luble like  other  compacts,  without  the  mutual  as^ 
seirt  of  the  contracting  parties.  On  this  principle 
is  rounded  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegrance 
recognised  throughout  Europe,  and  the  British 
pretensions,  by  which  th6y  reclaim  th^ir  subjects 
fQiind'  on  board  of  our  merchant  vessels,  where 
they  allege  they  are  not  enttiled  to  protection,  no 
more,  than'  enemy's,  property  ana  contraband' 
goods,  for  which  they  have  an  unquestionable 
right  to  search.  Thus,  while  they  claim  the 
right  of  impressing  their  own  subjects  only,  the 
similarity  of  manners  and  language,  and  the 
abuses  of  power  by  British  officers,  causes  the 
impressment  of  li^any  of  our  native  citizens. 

In  considering  this  pari  of  the  subject,  I  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  investigate  the  justice  of  the 
doctrine  for  which  Great  Britbiu' contends^  or 
how  far  it  corresponds  with  the  abstract  ^  right 
of  man  ;"  I  speak  of  the  fact.  It  is  enough  for 
us  to  know  that  these  pretensions  exist,  have  long 
existed,  and  will  not  be  abandoned.  We  must  be 
conscious  that  we  cannot  impose  our  principles 
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on  other  nations,  with  whom  it  is  our  interest  to 
cultivate  a  gpod  understanding-;  but^  that  on 
^yerjr  subject  where  our  rights  or  pretensions 
fnay  conflict,  both  parties  must  cherish  a  spirit  of 
conciliation  and  coDcesbion,  as  the  t>nlyi  mode,  by 
which  we  can  be  brought  together  to  prevent  col- 
lision, from  whioh  neither  c^ti  derive  any  sub- 
stantial benefit.  The  Question  is  not  what  we 
want,  but  what,  under  all  circumstances,  it  is  pos- 
sible we  can  get.  I  have,  therefore,  long  since 
thought  that  our  Government  ought  tp abandon' 
the  h>gh  pretensions  of  afibrdinff  security  to  evepy 
person  (even  aliens)  who  should  sail  under  ojur 
flag,  and  propose  some  arrangement,  to  Great 
Britain,  which,  while  it  -gav^  protection  to  our 
own  native  citizen,  would  present  our  merchadis 
from  employing  any  other  during,  the  preseht 
war.  If  these  stipulations  were  cecipricah  every 
substantial  object  Would  be  answered.  Should 
Great  Britain  refuse  -an  overture  so  maniAsstly 
just,  it  would  afford  additional  cause  of^om- 
plaint,  ami  then  we  might  indulge  in  .(he  bitter 
invectives  vtrhich  ,have  been  uttered  against  b^* 

From  what  I  have  said  it  will  beappa^^ent^that 
I  do  not  oppose  this  measure  on  the  grouinl  that 
there  is  not  ample  cause  pf  war  agains;  Gre$,t 
Britain.  The  reverse  is  explicitly  adoiltted^'  But 
shnll  the  blood  and^  treasure  -of  this  nation  be 
lavished  against  the  Orders  in  Council-,  as  so 
much  paper,  or  are  we  to  qont^nd  for  some  sub- 
stantial goody  which  we  should  otherwise  enjoy, 
and  of  which  their  operation  deprives 4is?  I  pre-; 
sumc  there  is  scarcely  a. man  in  this  counuy^ 
however  infected  he  may  be  with  the  war  mania,' 
who  could  act  so  madly,  as  to  propose  a  warfare 
to  procure  the  mere  noniinai  repei^l  of  Ofd<Sr?  in 
Council,  when  it  was  evident  it  wou|d  be  unat- 
tended with  a  single  practical  benefit.  No !  the 
nominal  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  ih  not 
vour  object.  It  is  the  {Substantial  commefdal 
oenefit  which  you  conceive  wilt  fqJlow  that  act, 
that  forms  the  essence  of  the  controversy.  .  The 
unmolested  comtQerce  to  France  and  Her  depend- 
encies is  the  boon  for  which  you  are  goings  to 
war.  This  is  the  real  object,  disguise  it  as  y^oa 
will.  And  it  is  not  the  commerce  whiqh  we  for- 
merly enjoyed  (as  gentlemen  would  seem  to  sup- 
pose) which  is  in  controversy.  Your  export 
conormerce  to  France  now  consists  oV  our  own 
products  only,^as  appears  by  the  letter  of  the 
French  Minister  on.  your  table.  I  say  our  own 
products,  because  I  suppose  the  privilege  which 
has  been- graciously  extended  to  us,  of  exporting 
other  articles  in  certain  cases  under  French  licea-'' 
ses,  will  scarcely  be  insisted  Od  as  being  Anything, 
els^  but  an  indignity.  The  municipal  regula;: 
tions  which  have  been,  substituted  fpr  the  Be  din 
decree,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  practical  effect, 
have  destroyed  by  far  the  most  profitable  and  im- 
portant branch  ot  oqr  trade  to  the  French  £m-, 
pire,  which  consisted  in  the  products  aud  manu- 
factures of  other  countries.  Our  merchants  were 
in  the  habit  of  exporting  to  the  West  Indies  our 
flour,  beef,  pork^  live  stock,  lumber,  &c.,ibr  wJiich 
they  received  in  return  the  products  of  those 
islands.    The  surplus  beyond  the  consumption  9f 


this  country  was  exported  to  the  ooBiiDetit  ctf 
Europe,  for  which  we.received  in  return  French 
wines,  brandies,  silks,  German  linens,  and  bilW 
on  London.  Of  so  much  ^  more  importance  was 
this  export  trade  to  us  than  that  of  ourowneom- 
merce,  that  in  1807,  before  the  British  Orders  in. 
Council  existed^  the  domestic- exports  to  France 
(^includin^  Belgium)  ^mounted  to  cbout  t wo  aiil- 
lions  seven  hundred  tbousaml  dollars  only ;  while 
the  amount  of  exports  to  the  same  country  of 
foreign  manufactuces  and  products  (chiefly  colo- 
nial) Was  neatly  ten  millions.  In  the  s^me  year 
the  whole  of  our<domestic  exports  to  every  part 
of  the  world,  ainounted  to  about  forty-.eight  mil- 
lions and  a  half;,  of  which  the  amount  I  hare 
stated  was  expoi'ied  to  Fraboe,&nd  about  twenty- 
eight  millions  to  Oreat  Britain  and  her  posseasioos 
and  dependencies,  in  the  four,  quarters  of  the 
^lobe.  Since  Mhgt.  time  she  has  acquired  the 
French  3^est  ladies,  the.  Isles  of  France  and 
Bourbon  in  the  Indian  ocean,  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  Dutch^  possessions  in  Asia  and  Amer- 
ica. To  these  cc^untries  ii^  1807,  while  under  their 
forcuier  dependence,  the  expprts  <^.  domestic  pro- 
ducts from  the  United  ^States  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  four  millions  of  dollars;  so  that  estime- 
tingiour  exports  to  Great  Britain  and  her  preaeat 
possessions  ai^d  dependencies^  as  .they  stood  ia 
1807,  the  amount  would  be  abottt  thirty-two  mil- 
lions—about two-third&  of  the  whole  amount  ef 
our  domestic  exports  to  every  part  of  the  world. 
Thus,  w^ile  we  are  about  engaging  in  a  war  for 
commerce,  we  abandon  the  greater,  abeolutely, 
and  con^^cf  for  the  lesser.  We  relinquish  oiu 
comtnerc.e  with  Great Brftain  and  her  posiiessioa;! 
at  the  threshold)  (forduring  hostilities  1  prcsanae 
we  shall  have  npnc;)  and  go  to  war  for  ^hat  we 
can  get  of  ibe  commerce  of  Fubce,  Italy,  Hol- 
land; Haiubufg,  and  the  Ilanse  Towns.'  I  leave 
Spam  and  Portugal  and  their.  American  proT- 
inces.  oujt  of  the.  question,  as  the  fate  of  thoae 
countries  hangs  ia  suspense.  , 
V  But  this  is  not  all.  We  may  expect  (o  tee,  and 
the  day.  is  not  distant,  when  the  dominions  of 
Franbe  shall-  not  afford  us  a  market  jfor  a  single 
article,  but  all  commerce  with  her  shall  eith^  be 
interdicted^  by  her  own  Government,  or  aban- 
doned by  our  merchants  a^  itnworthy  their  pur- 
suit. Ever  since  the  date  of  the  Berlin  decree, 
and  t^e  .'prostration  of  the  Prussian  monarchr, 
those  who  gave'themsdves  the  trouble  to  thiafc. 
and  could  think,  saw  that«a  gr^a(  and  radical 
change  in  the  state  of  Rurope  was  inten^jkd  by 
the  Imperial  conqueror,  who  wields  the  destinies 
of  th^  Continent.  Whatever  the  ultimate  object 
mifht  be,  it  was  early  perceivabie  that  that  nu- 
tual  dependence  Vvhich  exists  between  oooimec- 
cial  States,  so  far  as  it  tespected  the  French  Eai- 
pir<^,  was  about  to  be  dissolved,  and  that  it  was  to  . 
be  dependent  no  longer  upon  foreign  naiiqns  for 
any  supplies.  To  this,  every  regula tioa  (ex-ter- 
ritorial or  municipal)  adopted  by  ita  Goveromeot 
has  kept  a  steady  eye.  They  are  now  staring 
you  full  in  the  face.  You  see  your  trade Ja  (he 
colonial  products,  formerly  the  most  pcofitahle 
branch  of  our  foreign  commerce,  totally  anniht- 
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laCed.  The  eonsumption  of  year  tobfteco,  a  invest 
staple  of  the  Middle  States,  reduced  to  one-fif- 
teettth  of  tbe  whole  qaaatity  coo^umed  in  France, 
and  dmt  monopolized  by  tbe  Frencl)  €k)TerB- 
meor.  who  pays  your  merchants  what  its  rapacity 
dtdates.  You  see  your  cotton,-  once  (he  great 
and  profitable  staple  of  the  ^outh,  subjected  to 
such  enormous  impost  duties,  as  almost  amount 
to  a  prohibition,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  en- 
courag^iog  ihe  culture  of  that  article.in  Italy,  and 
tbe  sooth,  of  Prance ;  your  flour  and  pro?is(ons 
find  DO  market  there,  because  she  has  a  surplus 
of  her  own  production*  The  other  articles  in 
which  we  are  permitted  to  trade  are  so  inconsid- 
erable in  value  that  they  form  no  serious  i(em  in. 
the  aecoaat.  Besides  all  this,  you  see  your  mer- 
cbantSf  after  having  submitted  to  the  injustice  of 
French  regulations,  and  the  rapacity  of  French 
officers,  eompelleSd  to  invest  the  Iktle  remnants 
of  the  proceeds,  of  their  cargoes  in  French  silhs, 
wiaes,  and  brandies,-  in  regulated  proportions. 
Sir,  ibis  detail  eoffht^to^convince  usthat  a  com- 
merce thus  shackled  and  limited  is  not  worthy 
tbe  eruaade  which  b  meditated,  and  that  the  pros- 
pect as  to  its  futore  value  is  still  more  gloomy.  I 
believe  wtere  the  Orders  in  Couneil  repealed  to- 
morrow^ OUT  commerce  to  Praqce  would  not  be 
worth  two  taillions,  and  circumscribed  as  it  al- 
ready ia^aa  long  as  the  'anti-commercial  svstem 
conttnoes,  we  may  expect  that  it  will  daily  di- 
minish. 

fiot  we  have  been  told  that  all  calculations,  as 
to  objects,  means,  or  consequences,  are  to  be  laid 
oat  of  the  question,  as  sordiiS  and  low-minded. 
That,  fbeling  our  country's  rights  violated  and 
her  honor  assailed,  we  ought  to  mareh  heedlessly 
on  to  seek  i^ress  at  etery  hazard.  I  confess  I 
was  astonished  to  hear  such  a  course  recom- 
mended, in  the  moMt  unimportant  concerns  of 
liie^  a  prndent  man  calls  to  his  aid  bis-best  reason 
and  deliberate  *  jndff  men  t.^  But  ft  seems 'in  the 
great  concerns  of^e  nation,  where  iu  peace  is 
at  stake  and  its  future  destiny  hazarded,  we  must 
close  nor  eyes^  set  all  )irudenoe  at  defiance,  and 
move  boldly  on  to  our  object,  and  not  ((isgrace 
ourselves  by  consulting  the  Jessons  of  wisdom 
and  experience  which  he  in  our  way.  Sir,  this 
nation's  honor  is  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
the  people.  I  cannoi^onsent  to  pcurchase  national 
miaery,  even  should  it  beaccompaiHed  with  what 
g'entJemen  call  national  honor.  The  abstract 
notions  of  honor  which  regulate  the  conduct  of 
individuals,  and  which  are  valuable  in  private 
Itle,  ooght  not  to  be  a  rnle  of  action  for  wise 
inpn  tp  whom  are  eomoiitted,  the  affairs  of  na- 
tions—otherwise  we  might  wage  perpetual  war. 
la  tbe  whole  history  of  our  Governmeiit,  pru- 
dence has  been  considered,  as  essential  to  regula- 
ting oar  measures,  particularly  thone  which  affect 
foreign  nations.  We  have  not  suffered  ourselves 
to  be  led  away  by  our  feelings,  but  wef^  governed 
by  tbe  very  calculations  which  gentlemen'  now 
affsct  so  much  to  despise.  If  we  had  not;  we 
shooUl  have  waged  a  QijHxotic  war  long  since 
against  Prance.  Her  decrees  were  executed  with 
the  vtMott  sf  verity  upon  our  commerce  for  ser- 


eral  years,  to  which  has  been  superadded  every 
indignity  and  insult  to  which  a  nation  can  be 
subjected  ;  yet  has  it  never  entered  into  the  ima- 
gination of  any  ohe  that  our  lionor  required  we 
should  avenge  ourselves  on  the  imperial  wrong- 
doer by  carrying  war  into  his  own  dominions. 
No  !  it  ^ould  be  considered  as  a  mad  and  hope- 
Jess  attempt.  You  have  been  in  the  habit  of  pay- 
ing tribute  (cQiisidered  as  a  badge  of  depend- 
ence) tothe  Dey  of  Algiers  and  other  Barbery 
Powers,  for  the  express  purpose  of  securing  the 
propertit  of  your  merchants  from  canture,  and 
your  citizens  from  slavery,  when  engaged  in  a 
commerce  to  which  you  have  the  most  unques- 
tionable title.  You  hfive  jately.  en  tared  into  a 
coiripact  (for  so. you  will  call  it)  with  the  Em- 
peror of  France,  by  which  it  was  stipulated, 
that,  in  consideration  of  his  permission  to  us  to 
trade  to  Bngland,  (a  right  which  we  held  in- 
dependent of  his  control,)  we  would  cause  our 
rights  to  be  respecte'd  by  her.  Why  were  all 
these  things  suffered  lind  done  ?  Wher;  was  this 
honor  that  is  now  goading  us  on-  to  a  war  with 
Qreat- Britain  ?  Why  was  nfnr,  the  only  balsam 
to  heal  our  injured  honor,  not  resorted  to  ?  There 
is  but  one  answer  I  can  give  consistent  with  the 
respect  I  owe  to  the  Government.  Prudence  for- 
bade it.  War  was  not  calculated  to  core  the 
evil  which  affected  us,  but.  to  make  it  worse.  I 
think  so  now.'  Can  the  waste  of  our  blood  add 
treasute  heal  the  wounds  which  the  nation's  fan- 
cied honor  may^'ha ve  received "?  Are  we  to  draw 
upon  us  all  the  naiseries  that  attend  war,  and  all 
thedangers  with  which  it  is  surrounded,  without 
any  practical  good  in  prp^peqt.  when  perhaps  at 
the  end  of  seven  years  we  shatli  be  compelled  to 
sit  down  and  acquiesce  under  the  system  against 
which  tbe  war  is- waged,  ^nerely  to  have  it  tosay^ 
that  we  hcted  like  men  of  spirit  ? 

Sir,  I  fear  we  have  not  been  sufficiently  atten- 
tive to  the  progress  of  events  which  have  passed 
before  our  eyes— Events  which  have  affected  a 
radical  change  in  the  aspect  of  the  civilized 
world.  We  have  attributed  the  injuries  and  in- 
dignities which  we  have  experienced  to  causes 
distinct  from  the  true  ones;  we  have  supposed 
thai,  to  the  abstract  and  individual  injustice  of 
the  men  who  are  the  rulers  of  Great  Britain  and 
France,  was  to  be  traced  aU  our  evils;  when,  in 
fact,  that  injustice  was  the  inevitable  result  of 
existing  circumstances,  and  when  the  true  sources 
lay  much  deeper.  The  present  state  of  the  Eu- 
ropean world,  IS  the  primary  cause  from  which 
those  principles  that  have  so  jteriously  affected 
our  commerce  have  received  their  orij^in.  And 
to  me  it  appears  tiiin  to  expect  that  our  neutral' 
rights  will  be  respected,  until  the  causes  which 
ha've  j^ubverted  every  venefable  principle,  once 
^  rule  of  conduct  between  nations, shall  no  long- 
er exist.  We' may  make  arrangements  with 
FraAce  for  the  revocation  of  her  decrees,  and 
with.  England,  for  the  revocation  of  her  Orders 
in  Coancil.  But  there  will  be  no  permanent  se- 
curity ;  we  must  participate  in  the  evils  (in  some 
shape)  which  have  fallen  on  the  community  oC 
civilized  man. 
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Before  the  ^reat  changes)  in  the  i^pect  of  Eu- 
rope which  have  grown  out  of  the  French  Rev-* 
oltttioO)  the  ^heclu  afforded  \ij  a  dirlsion-  of  the 
power  of  tlie'  Continent  into  mkny  distinct  sov- 
ereignties, gare  security  eveft  to  the  weakest^ 
There  was  a  natural  jealousy,  which  was  all  alive 
whenever  any  attempt  was  n^ade  by  any^one  to- 
infringe  the  principles  which  mutual  interest, «b4 
mutual  security,  had  lon^  consecrated.  In  the 
wars  which  happened,  there  were  always  many 
interested  ' in  the  preservation  .of  those  iights 
which  the  common  consent  of  all  had  eatablished 
for  the  safety  of  lieptrals,  who  were  ready  to 
make  a  pommon  cause  against  thqse  who  should 
violate-  them,  and  'whom  .belligerents^  dare  not' 
proVoke  to  hostilities.  Hence  nentral  rights  w^re 
secure,  because  there  were  ample  meane  to  en* 
force  respect.  But  the  causd  of  this  security  no 
longer  ezists-rtbe  effect^  therdbre,  will  be  looked 
for  in  vain.  There  are  now  but  two  great  Pow- 
ers in  Europe— one  holding'the  dominion  of  the 
ocean,  an^^the  other  of  tl^e  Iffnd.  They  are  mu* 
tually  interested  in  the  prostration  of  neutral 
rights,  which  are  always  in  cobfiiot'withbeAiae-* 
rent  claims  and  pretensions.  Are  we  capable 
(against  such  an  immense  host,  a  population  of 
perhaps  eighty  mlHions)  io  cotnpel  them  to  yield 
obedience  to  onr  demands?  .  Or  who  can  we  call 
upon  to  assist  us  in  giving  security  to  the  almost- 
forgotten  privileges  of  neutrals  7  •  There  is  no 
hope  for  us  as  long  as  the  present  war  continues, 
and  continental  Europe  recnains  nn'der  the  domin- 
ion of  its  ImperiM  dictator.. 

There  is  another  delpefon  with  which  we  seem 
to  have  been  earried.aw&y,  and  which  follows  us, 
to  the  preeent  moment.  We  have  considered 
ourselves  of  too  nuich  importatMe  in  the  scyie  of 
nations*  It  has  led  us  into  great  errors,  instep 
of  yielding  to  circumstances,  wbiefa  humaii  power 
cannot , control,  we  have  imagined  that  our  own 
destiny,  aitd  that  of  other  nations,  was  iii  ovir 
hands^  to  be  regnlated  as  we  thpught  proper.  <^  If 
eiperience  is  to  have  any  influence  over  us,  we 
may  see  how.ffros>ly  we  were  mistaken  hereto- 
fore. The  emoilrgo,  and  all  its  kindred  iiiea&< 
ures,  which  were  to  bring  the  unjust  belligerents 
to  our  feet,  have  recoiled  on  ourselves.  The 
next  thing  is  war,  and  this  is  recommended  as  a 
certain  cure.  I  fear  by  the  t^ne  it  is  over,'  We 
shall  l^arn  practically,  (if  we  will  not  learn  poon; 
erO  that' there  are  periods  in  the  history  of  nations 
when  not  to  -act  is  a  virtue ;  when  those  who 
maiiaA>e  their  affairs  must  accommodafe  them* 
selves  to.  circumstances,  make  a  choice  of  evils, 
and  forego  a.  favorite  object,  because  iu  attain- 
inent  is  impracticable,  or  tkere  *is  too  muchr  haz- 
arded in  the  a^empt.    .     ' 

In  the  present  state  of  the  European  World,  if 
we  intena  to  have  any  intercourse  with  it,  there 
is  one  of  two  things  we  must  sootier  oi'  later  do. 
We  must  either  permit  our  merchants  to  carry 
their, enterprise  to  whatever  quarter  their  interest 
or  inclination  may  lead  them,  witfaout  being- con- 
sidered as  pledged  to  protect  thenr  rights,  or  re- 
4fes8  their  wrongs,  when  octt  of  our  limits,  so 
that  the  hazard,  whatever  it  shall  be,  wiU  be 


thmr9:  or  we  mutt- detervine  with  whom  we 
will'  be'  on  amicable  terms  durinsr  the  present 
conflict  in  Enrop^ — England  or  Ffaoce.  This 
is  a  question'  of  prudence,  and  couM  have  been 
long  siooe  easily  solved.  The  comoMrce  of  fing^ 
land,  and  her  possessions  in  every  quarter  of  tlie 
globe  (and  it  ought  to  be  recollected- that  we  are 
l^oing  to  vfir  for  ookmnerce)  in  a  state  of  amity, 
IB  opeii  to  us,  and  ir  of  vast  importance;  the 
commerce  of  France  is  very  much  restricted,  and 
comparatively  of  no  vahie.  England  can  destroy 
ott^  commerce  to  Fmnee-^Frabce  -cannot  affect 
ours  to  England..  We  are  secure  fVom  the  hos- 
tility of  France  at  home  and  on  (he  ocean,  and 
exposed:  to  both  from  Bngll^nd.  But  we  hmre 
tnnie  the  selection  of  our  tQ^nlT},  ^ncl  a  strange 
selection  it  is.  I  should  say  nothing  r6speetiD|r 
it,  wer^  the  causes  of  oflence-  on  the  part  of 
France  less  than  those'  on  xhe  part  of  Great  Brit* 
ain  ;  but  however  unjust  the  conduct  of  the  lat- 
ter may.  have  been,  and  certainly  has  been,  there 
is  no  parallel  in  the  perfidy  and  indignity  wfaiefa 
we  have  experie*eed« 

)t  h>s  be^  supposed  l)y  soa»e  that  it  is  n«ees« 
sary  to  ^o  to  wAr  to  revive  and  preserve  oar 'mar* 
tial  spirit.  It  has  been-  said  that  nations  long  en- 
joying the  blessings  x>f  peace  become  enfeeUed 
aM  ctM-nipt,  and  uiUtnalely  fall  victims  tb  for^^^ 
dominion  or  domestic  ambition.  HoUand  mm 
been  mentioned  as  an  example.  In  point  of  fact  - 
the. example  is  not  appropriate.  She  was  en- 
gaged in  almost  aU  the  great  wars  of  4;iie  Conti- 
nent during  the  last  century,  and  some  marittoie 
wers  in  wiireh  d»e  -^was  prtncipaL  There  is  a 
strong  instance  of  an  opposite  charaeter  ttk  tte 
history  of  Switzerland.  She  maintained  her 
warlike  character,  her  independence,  her  liberty 
and  simplicity,  for  centuries,  though  seldom  en- 
gaged in  war,  until  she  found  her  grave  hi,  tlw 
commdn  toibb  of  European  natioos*Afae  Frendi 
Revolution.  The  causes  of  the  degeneracy  of 
nations  is  to  be'foand  elsewhere — ^lajtnry,  in  the 
hi|^her  classes,  coaseqtient  misery  in'  the  iower-^ 
with  the  corruption  of  mcA'als  that  feHews^  are 
Mong  tl^e  forerunners  (if  not  the  causes)  or  the 
fail  of  Bijnpires.  Bift  let  it  be  as  It  may,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  draw  upon  the  comnry  certain 
evils  now,  to  avoid  possible  eVils  hereafter. 

The  substantiml  and  leading  object  of  the  war 
in  which  we  are  about  tot  embark,  is  the  abnn* 
don  meat  of  the  British  Orders  in  Gounoii.  It  is 
not  proposed  toeffeot  our  jMir.pose  by  engaging  in 
a  maritioM  warfare  with  Great  Britain  i  that  onr 
most  jsanguine  .politicians  seem  to  have*relin* 
quish^.  But  it  is  supposed  that  we  can  eitber 
compel  her  to  do  us  justice,  or  indemnify  tiQr*> 
selves  (jot  her  injuries  by  taking  possession  of  her 
provinces  on  our  Northern  '  frontier.  ■  Wit  hone 
entering  into  the  Question  whether  fi  coeqoest  of 
Canada  and  the  provinces  to  the  north  and  enet 
would  havtf  'either  efiect,  I  do.  not  believe  that 
such  conquest  can  be  efiected*  The  men  re* 
quired  (the  first  great  war  material)  cannot  be 
obtained.  There  are  great  calcniatioiis  made  on 
the  spirit  of  the  country^  and  we  are  told  tliat 
there  is  something  in  the  atnoepliera  of  Wkah-* 
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iDgton  aod  of  this  Hoose,  which  freezes  the  pat^ 
riotic  ardor  which  we  bring  with  us  from  the 
people.  That  there  is  a  spirit  ia  the  coantrv 
capable  to  resist  every  attempt  on  our  native  soil 
defend  our  liber.ties  and  independence  at  every 
hazard,  is  true;  and  rf  the  thne  shall  arrive  when 
it  is  necessary  to  call  it  forth,  it  will  be  found  in 
every  cottage  in  the  country.  But  I  do  deny  that 
the  people  have  become  ^infected  with  the  spirit 
of  foreign  conquest  and  foreign  war.  It  is  a 
phantom  of  oiir  own  creation.  On  this  subject 
we  ought  not  to  be  so  Easily  deluded,  like  credu* 
loQs  children,  particularly  after  the  iiistructive 
lesson  which  is  before  us  in  the  history  of  this 
country  during  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adams, 
la  1796  and  1799,  such  was  the  profusion  of  ad- 
dresses from  legislative  bodies,  county  meetings, 
military  associations,  l&c.,  breathing  nothing  but 
"  pledges  of  fortunes,  lives,  and  sacred  honor."  in 
the  prosecution  of  hostilities  against  Rrance,^hat 
that  deluded  man  really  supposed  ^^he  finger  of 
Heaven  pointed  to  war.^  But  how  soon  was  it 
discovered  by  those  who  acted  on'  the  faith  of 
such  professions,  that  they  had  mistaken  the  buz- 
zing of  insects  (such  as  infest  large  cities  and 
popular  assemblies)  for  the  public  voice;  octhat 
those  who  gave  tha  paper  t>ledges  considered  it  a 
mere  matter  of  form,  and  were  offended  that  they* 
should  have  been  understood  as  if  they 'acted 
with  siDcerity :  and  yet,  aftei'  what  has  been  said 
by  an  honorable  member  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Stanford,)  it  (Cannot  be  denied  that  we 
had  not  then  just  claim  of  war  against  France. 
Did  DOt  her  decrees  subject  to  capture  anid  con- 
demnation every  vessel  and  cargo  belonging  to 
citizens  of  the  iJniled  States,-  if  a  single  article 
was  found  on  board,  the  product  of  the  British 
soil,  or  of  British  industry  1  Had  the  nation  not 
been  humified  to  the  lowest  degree  by  the  unpre- 
cedented indignity  offered  to  our  Ministera  1  ^  No 
man  can  deny  it.  And  yet  the  public  voice  con- 
signed to  oblivion  those  Vho  promoted  thai  ^war 
of  principle." 

1  have  said, that  I  did  not  believe  that  the  num- 
ber of  men  requisite  for  the  conquest  of  the 
British  provinces  can  be  raised.  Much  reliance 
has  been  placed  on  volunteers,  and  I  have  beard 
of  many  myself  who  are  ready  to  march  to  Can- 
ada, but  it  happens  they  are  all  volutUeer  officers^ 
men  who  wish  to  aggrandize  themselves  by  the. 
enterprise.  There  are  no  volunteer  privates.  It 
cannot  be  seriously  supposed  that  our  farmers' 
sons  will  leave  tjieir  own  homes,  where  compe- 
tency and  ease  rewards  their  industiy,  to  march 
to  Canada  to  make  conquest  of  those  frozen  re- 
gions. The  same  remarks  are  applicable  to  the 
army  of  reffula/s  proposed  to  be  raised.  You 
will  have  officers  enough ;  but  where  are  the  pri- 
vmtea  to  be  ^ot  ?  The  honorable  member  from 
PenAsylvanta  f Mr.  Findlet)  ^ve  us  yesterday 
a  elear  and  practical  demonstliation  that  our  coun- 
try did  not  Airnish  the  materials  for  an  army. 
We  have  a  surplus'  of  land  ahd  a  deficiency  of 
labor.  Bvery  person  who  will  labor  can  obmin 
a  competency,  In  the  enjoyment  of  which  be  is 
a  free  man,  subject  to  the  control  and  under  the 


dominion  of  no  mortal  bejng.  Will  any  hot 
the  most  corrupt,  profligate,  idle,  or  inconsider- 
ate, exchange  this  state  of  independence  for  the 
rabks  of  an  army ;  where  he  loses  everything 
valuable  to  man  ;  where  he  becomes  a  part  of  a 
great  machine,  and  must  move  and  act  as  others 
please ;  where  he  exposes  his  back  to  the  lash  for 
acts  which  in  any  other  state  would  be  perfectly 
innocent?  I  answer,  no !  Our  country  is  not 
the  place-  where  the  materials  for  an  army  in- 
tended for  such  purposes  abound ;  and  I  thank 
God  it  is^o.  It  is  the  most  conclusive  evidence 
of  ^he  happy  state  of  society,  and  xhe  prosperity 
of  our  people,  (which  I  hope  may  long  contmue.) 
Was  there  anything  wanting  to  prove  the  diffi- 
culty of  o.b^ining  men  for  such  an  army,  that 
portion  of  our  history  to  which  I  before  had  ref- 
erence would  xlearly  establish  the  fact.  The 
twelve  additional  regiments  which  were  directed 
to  be  raised  in  1798,  were  not  half  filled  up  when 
the  army  was  disbanded,  though  eighteen  months 
had  elapsed  from  the  passing  of  the  law.  I  hes- 
itate not  to  predict  that  the  25,000  men  proposed 
to  be  raised  by  this  bill  will  not  be  raised  in  three 
years. 

I  think  it  may  be  assumed  as  a  position,  gener- 
ally, if  not  universally  true,  that  no  nation  can 
be  successful  in  a  foreign,  war  of  conquest,  that 
is  not  perfectly  prepared,  when  war  is  conceived 
necessary,  to  Btt  immediately  with  efieot.  We 
are  not,  only  destitute  of  the  force  necessary  for 
which  we  must  wait  the  slow  process  of  enliat- 
meots,  but  many  other  necessaries  are  not  to  be 
hid,  without  which  we  cannot  pretend  to  c&rry 
^hr  war  Into  Canada.  A  commentary,  humilia* 
ting  to  the  patrons  of  this  bill,  on  our  readiness 
to  prosecute  such  a  war,  is  to  be  seen  in  the  letter 
of  theSecretary  t}(  War,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  a  Ikw  permitting  the  importation  orsuch 
British  goods  as  would  enable  the  Qovernment 
to  comply  with  our  Indian  treaties,  and  the  state- 
ment made  by  an  honorable  member  (&lr«  Har- 
per) on  this  floor,  that  there  were  ho  blankets, 
nor  any  to  be  had,  an. article  so  necessary  to  ena* 
hie  the  soldier  to  encounter  the  inclemency  of 
winter  in  the  hijfh  northern  latitudes;  unless,  in- 
deed, it  ic  contemplated  to  make  the  conquest 
during  the  Dog^  xkaftj  to  enable  the  troops  to  re- 
turn to  a  more  genial  climate  before  the  approach 
of  cold  weather — ^a  circumstance,  J  confess,  not 
very  probable. . 

It  has  been  suppose^  by  some  that  the  cpnquest 
of  tlie  British  provinces  is  easily  accomplished. 

Shat  it  is  only  necessary  to  erectour  standard  in 
pper  Canada,  and  promise  the  inhabitants  lib- 
erty and  independence,  (according  to  the  late 
French  mode.)  and  that  they  will  flock  around  it, 
and  assist  in  huiabling  their  oppressors,  ff  othing 
can  be  more  vain  and  visionary.  Many  of  the 
inhabiifints  of  Upper  Canada  are  natives  of  the 
United  States,  who  have  been  attracted  to  that 
country  either  by  the  nature  of  its  Government, 
or  by  the  advantages  which  it  holds  out  to  emi- 
grants. If  these  people  love  your  liberty  so  en- 
thusiastically as  to  engage  in  treason  to  establish 
it,  why  have  they  exchanged  it  for  the  colonial 
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dependence  into  which  (hey  have  voluntarily 
placed  themselFes.  It  is  not  rational  to  expeqt 
that  those  whoarel>ound  by  their  attachments  to 
the  British  Government,  or  by  gratitude  for  its 
benefits,  would  act  In  any  other  way  than  we 
ourselves  would  act  in  similar  circumstances. 
They  will  meet  the  invader,  whoever  he  may  be, 
with^a  bold  and  manly  resistance.  .  .   ^ 

Sir,  I  presume  it  is  admkted  by  all  who  treat 
the  subject  seriously,  that. the  British  provinces 
can  he  subdued  only  by  a  considerable  military 
force^  which  It  requires. time  to  prepare,  and 
which,  when  raised  and  readjr  for  service^  wjlll 
require  time  to  perform  the  serious  task  assigned 
them.  Is  it  probable,  that  while  these  prepora* 
tions  are  malting  on  Qur  part,  for  the  avoiyed 
purpose  of  making  a  descent  on  her  provinces, 
that  Great  Britain  will  hp  patiently  looking  on  ? 
Will  she  not,  (having  the  d9mimon  of  the  ocean,) 
give  employpient  to  your  force,  in  defending  your 
cities  and  coast,  which  she  will  keep  in  a  con- 
stant state  of  alarm  by  ber.  ships  of  war  ?  Or, 
should  she  even  permit  you  to  strike  the  first 
bU>W}  and  should  your  troops  get  into  Canada, 
and  actually  obtain  possession  of  the  country, 
is  it  to  he  eipected  'that  no  diversion  would  be. 
attempted  by  her  on  Qiir  own  shores,  to  bring 
back  your  forces  to  protect  your  sacked  citi&  and 
unprotected  ooa^t  of  eighteen  hundred  ipiles  in 
extent!  You  would  have' the  credit  (if  any 
there  could  be  ih  it)  of  waging  ofiensive  war,  for 
no  other  object  but  to  be  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  defending  th^  next  moment  your  own  shores 
from-  the  predatory  invasions  of  you>  enemy-*-* 
invasions,'  not  for  conquest,  biit  ior  rapine  &nd 
destruction,  in  which  our  cities  ipay  be-reduced 
to  ashes,  as  Copenhagen  has  been  before,  them. 
Should  you,  however,  under  these  circumstances, 
be  able  to  retain  possession  of  th^  conqaered  ter- 
ritory, (contrary  to  my  expectations,  I  confess,) 
will  it  not  be  a  galling  refleption  that  we  have 
acquired  the  frozen  wilds  of  Canada  to  eomj^n- 
sate  us  for  the  irreparable  injuries  and  losses 
which  we  have  suffered  at  home  7  For  my  own 
part,  though  I  might  be  ^afe  beyond  the  Alle- 
ghany mountains,  where  it  is  said  (by  Mr.  Speak- 
er) lioerty  would  dwell  were  the  whole  Atlantic 
country  destroyed,  I  cannot  consent  to  make  such 
an  tin  profitable  exchange. 

Before  we  enter  headlong  into  this  war,  I 
should  think  ii*bece9sary'( whatever  others  may 
do)  to  make  some  estimate  of  the  expenditures 
whic|i  will  become  necessaty,  and  of  our  pectt'* 
oiary  resources.  In  1800  we  had  in  service,  ex-. 
elusive  of  the  corps  of  engii>ee/s,  about  sixty- 
eight  thousand  troops;  whico,  according  to  a 
statement  laid  before  us  by  the  Tceasury  Depart- 
ment, cost  the  country^  including  all  incidental 
charges,  three  rtiillions  three  hundred  and  forty- 
five  thousand  dollars,.^hich  i^  about, $492  per 
man  on  an  average.  We  have  indeed  an  esti- 
mate on  our  tables,  in  which  it  is  siipposed  that 
a  regiment  of  infantry,  uoder  the  existing  estab- 
lishment, can  be  maintained  at  the  expense  of 
about  $167,000  per  annum;  but  every  person 
who  has  paid  any  attention  to  this  subject  knows 


the  difference  between  estimates  and  expendi- 
tures.   By  some  means  or  other,  our  Military 
and  Naval    Establi^thments  cost  us  double  as 
much  as  they  do  any  other  Kt.ation.  proportioned 
to  ihe  force  we  employ;  and  indeed  such  has 
been  thb  management,  (how  it  has  happened  I 
do  not  know,)  that  under  the  profuse  amd  profli- 
gate Administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  Army 
and  Navy  cost  us  l^ss^  b^  one-third  than  it  has 
done  during  (he  ecooopaical  Administration  of 
one  of  the  latter  years,  makiog.(he  proper  allow- 
«nce  for  the  difference  of  the  number  of  men  and 
ships. employed.    I  think,  therefore,  when  it  is 
recollected  that  these  troops  are  to  be  eolisted — 
collected  from  distant  situations  to  proper  ren- 
dezvous— marched  to  very  remote  regions,  at- 
tended with  their  bag^ge.  artillery, ammunition, 
dtc.,  the  annual  ajdditional  expense  of  the  troops 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  xh\s  bill,  and  the  bill  al* 
ready,  passed,  may  be  estimated  at  little  less  than 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars.    Our  ordinary  peace 
expenses,  includiog  the  civil  list,  the  Army  and 
Navy  now  in  being — interest  and  principal  t>f  the 
public  debt,  and  other  liiiscellaneous  expendi- 
tures—-fall  little  short  of  fifteen  millions.    If  an 
additional  nayal.force  should  be  equipped,  which 
will  bfe  necessary  to  co-operate  with  the  Army, 
and  the  volunteers,  put  in  motion  as  proposed, 
wit)i  iht  defensive  measures  which  will  be  indis- 
pensable, we^may  estimate  our  whole  expenses  du- 
ring tbe  war  at  forty-fiYe  millions  of  dollars  pet . 
annum.    Where  are  fhe  means  to  defray -Mjch 
an  enormous'  expenditure?    The,  duties  on  im- 
post, and  tonnage,  it  n^t  entirely  aaoihilated, 
must  be  greatly  lessened.    We  shall  have  no 
commerce  .to  Ensland,  nor  to  the  West,  Indies, 
which  belong  to  her.  almost  exclusively.  ^  We 
shall  not  be  able  to  pass  the  iron-bound  Coa&t  of 
Britain  to  carry  our  commerce  to  t&e  coast  of  the 
German^ ocean,  and  to  the  Baltic.    The  Medi- 
terranean is  commanded  by  the  British  naval 
fofce.'   The  £ast  India  factories  on  the  coast  of 
Malabar  and  Coramandelj  and  the  islands  in  the 
Indian  ocean,  are  entirely  in  the  possession  of 
Greait  Britai^i.    And  your  trade  to  China  niust 
pass  by  the  Cape  'of  <^ood  Hope,  which  is  occu- 
pied by  your  enemy.    Under  suco  circumstances 
It  cannot  be  expected  that  any  considerable  part 
of  the  war  expenses  can  be  defrayed  by  any  re* 
sources  from  which  we  now  draw  6ur  revenue; 
tie  greatest  estiipat6  that  can  be  inade  is  two 
'millions  per  annum.    We  must  therefore  look  to 
something  else.    Internal  taxation  will  not  an- 
swer the  purpose,  because  there  are  but  few  eb* 
jects  which  can  be  taxed  (o  aoy  considerable 
amouo't  in  a  couqtry  like  ours  without  bemg  se- 
verely felt.    Every   person  must  recollect   the 
direct  tax  of  two  millions  levied  during  Mr. 
Adams's  Administration;  though  the  sum  was 
comparatively  small,  yet  It  pressed  hard  on  the 
people.    It  was  a  heavier  tax  than  f hey  had  been 
accustomed  to  pay  to  support  their  State  govern- 
ments.   Forty-five  millions,  which  is  about  one- 
fifth  of  th6  whole  proceeds  of  our  national  in- 
dustry, certainly  cannot  be  raised  in  this  country 
by  any  mode  of  taxation  that  cka  be  devised 
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fopposiog  the  people  as  williog  as  you  eould  wish 
tbem.  Iq  Eogland,  where  the  people  have  been 
accustomed  to  taxes  in  every  shape,  and  on  every 
necessary  and  superfluity  of  life,-aird  where  they 
can  bear  more  than  in  any  other  epnntry,  owing 
to  the  immense  capital  contincMdly  in  action,  the 
income  tax,  graduated  accord jng  to  the  amount 
of  the  income*  was  originally  not  more  than  ten 
per  cehtum  on  the  highest  grade,  (until  it  was 
doubled  by  the  Ministry  (h^t  came  ii^  with  Mr. 
Pox,)  and  yet  every  person  must  know  the  con- 
vulsed state*  of  public  opinioi^  when  it  was  im- 
posed, and  the  distresses  which  it  produced  in 
that  country. 

But  it  is  stated  that  we  may  borrow.  Suppose 
there  is  capital  enough  in  the  country  to  justify 
our  expectations.  It  will  b4  necessary  <o  create 
a  levenue  competent  to  meet  the  ordinary  peace 
expenses  ortheHjIovernment,  and  to  tecur.e  the 
payment  of  interest  and  annuities,  and  the  ulti- 
mate redemption  of  the  principal.  Thjs  will  re- 
guive  taxation*— not  much  relished  at  any  time4- 
and  wbicb^  mast  be  oppressiv^e  at  a'  time  when 
the  people  itre  necessarily  subjected  to  many  pri- 
^▼ations,  and  deprived  (for  >vaot  of -commerce)  of 
the  ordinary  means  to  pay.  -Should  it,  however^ 
I  be  practicable  for  the  Governtqent  to  borrow 
even  to  the  extent  of  the  whole  annual  expendi- 
ture, including  the  peace  expenses,  at  the  end  of 
three  years,  (the  shortest  period  we  can  possibly 
suppose  the  war  to  last,)  we  shall  be  sad^dled  witn 
a  debt  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions,  a  much 
larg^  debt  than  that  incurred  as  the  price  of  our 
independence.  And  if  1  am  not  much  mistaken 
as  to  efewy  other  object,  if  we  end  where  we  be- 
gan, the  friends  of  the  country  will  have  gi'eat 
cause  to  r^oiee.  •         ^ 

Shr,  I  see  many  dangers  which  may  follow 
aven  a'successfurwar.*  We  have  been  taught, 
ever  since  the  .dawn  of  free4om,  that*  standing 
armies  were  dangerous  to  liberty.  The  sages 
and  heroes  who  laid  the  foundation  of  our  inde- 
pendeDce,  and  \fho  erected  and  supported  the 
fair  edifice,  not  only  cb^isfaed  this' jealousy 
(handed  down  to.  them  fVom  their  forefathers) 
onriug  their  own  times,  but, in  their  public  acts, 
designed  for  posterity,  they  endeavored  to  incul- 
cate it  into  the  minds  of  those  who  should  live. 
after  them.  But  there  has  been  of  late  a' strange 
rerolotion  of  scfntiment.  Standing  armies^  are 
now  supposed  to  be  constructed  of  different  ma- 
terials, Dreathiag  nothing  but  the  purest  patriot- 
isn,  and  acting  only  for  tbek  country ^s*  goMxl* 
Sir,  standing  armies  are  always  the  same  ^  the 
materials  which  compose  them,  and  the  subordi- 
aatioo  to  which  theV  are  subject,  fits  them  to  be- 
come part  of  a  machine  regulate^  and  tnovedlry 
those  who  command  them.  And  their  interest 
Seneralljr  happens  to  conflict  with  the  rest  of  the 
community;  If  ever  there  was  anr  army  that 
pOMcssed  patriotisto  beyond  others  in  their  situa^^ 
tion,  It  was  the  army  of  our  Revolution.  And 
yet  I  believe,  had  i|  not  be^  for  the  virtues  of 
that  ma9  to  whom,  under  Divine  Providence,  we 
are  indebted  for  our  llberties^wbose  like,  I  fear, 
we  shall  never  again  see — the  arnry  who  fought 


the  battles  of  our  independence  would  have  been 
made  the  instruittent  in  consigning  us  to  a  mili- 
tary despotiso).  ^^  But .  the  dark  cloud  w-hich 
threatened  to  extinguish  the  beams  Of  liberty, 
which  just  began  to  cheer  and  warm  our  hori- 
zon, was  dissipated  by  the  guardian  genius  of  our 
Revolution."  There  are,  indeed,  times  when 
the  spirit  of  liberty  is  wide  awake ;  then  there  is 
not  so  mucb  danger.  But  circumstances  have 
such  inflaence  over  us,  that  a  total  apathy  often 
succeeds  the  most  tempestuoi^  coptentioa,  and  a 
setise  of  foreign  danger  is  favorable  to  the  cause 
.of  amlntion.  It  is  then  that  those  who  have 
armies  at  their  command,  bind  the  people  hand 
and. foot,  who  awaken  from  their  sluiuo^rs  only 
to  see  that  they  ^re  no  longer  free.  Such  were 
our  opinions  m'1798;  whs^t  has  produced  the 
change  I  do  not  knbw,  unless  we  were  then  ot«^, 
atrd  now  we  are  in;  and,  indeed,*!  have  seen 
enough  of  public  men  to,  lead  oie  at  least  to  fear 
that  there  is  no  other  substantial  distinction  be- 
tween political  parties-.  The  Waf poles  ai^  the 
PulteneVM^e^  Foxes,  the  Pitts,  and  the  Gren- 
villes  of  England,  all  itiefl  on  the  same  prioci- 
ple^  they  did  the  very  acts,  wlien  in,  which  they 
reprob&ted  as  pregnant  with  every  evil,  when  ou/. 
*I  kave  to  others  to.  say  whether^  our  American 
parlies  act  more  consistently. 

There  is  one  consideration  distinei  from  all 
others,  which  ought  to  inspire  us  with-  caution  in 
eotering  into  the^  contest  between  the  two  great 
belligerents:  England.is  contending  not  only  for 
her  own  existence,Jbut  in  doing  so,  she  secures  us 
from  the  attempt  to  subjugate  us  to  the  power  of 
France^  to  whicb  we/  should  be  otherwise  ex- 
posed. I  feel  myself  under  no  obligation  for  any 
good  intention  towards  us  on  her  part;  it  is  a 
sense  of  her  own  danger,  and  her  f^truggle  for 
security  that  produces  the^  effect;  but  the, fact 
is  unquestionably;  so.  Yiewtnjgr  the  character  of 
bim  who  has  enslaved  Europe,  I  cannot  believe 
otherwise  than  that  if  England  shall  fall,  we 
shall  not  remain  unassailed.  it'  is  said  other  ob- 
jects more  imj)ortant  wiU  occupy  his  ambition. 
The  miser  may-  prefer  an  English  to  a  French 
guinea,  but  that  does  not  convince  me  that  he 
wOjild  not  take  both,  cotlld  lie  get  them;  Those 
who  have  paid  any  attention  to  the  nature  of  the 
liumHn  heart,  .and  to  the  history  of  man,  must 
know  that  ambition,  like  avarice,  is  never  satis- 
fied. Tnose  with  whom  it. is  the  ruling  pas)»ibn, 
proceed  from  conquest  to  conquest^  an4  after  hav- 
ing subjugated  the  whole  world,  dissolve  in  tears, 
because  there  is  not 'another  world  to  conquer. 
What  encoura^ment  is  there  thea  left-  for  us  in 
a  war  where  victory  is  defeat,  and  success,  rain ! 
.We  ha/  been  emphatically  asked,  (by  Mr. 
BpeakeE})  "  what  are  we  to  gain  by  peace  1"  I 
was  astonished  at  the  question.  What  are  we  to 
gain  by  peace?  -What  are  We -not  to  lose  by 
war?  Liberty  1  security  1  and  happiness!  are 
the  great  blessings  which  we  hazard  1  Leave  me 
these,  and  take  your  trade  to  thi  Continent,  or 
your  Orders  in  Couhoil.  With  all  the  difficulties 
which  weenconotar,  and  the  iUs  whichi  befall  Qs, 
we  arestill  the  freest  and  bappi^t  nation  on  which 
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the  stin  shines,  i  fear,  sfn^estwll  draw  apoo  os 
tbe  just  displeftsore  of  Heareo,  if  we  estimate 
her  bounties,  lavished  upon  us  with  such  a  pro- 
fuse, band,  so  lightly. 

Some  gentlemen  who  are  advocates  -^of  the 
measures  recommended  by  the  '  Committee  of 
Foreign  llelations.  but  who  are  enemies  .of  war, 
suppose  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  einploy, 
or  even  rai^  the  force  contemplated ;  they  ber 
lieve  that  whenever  Great  Britain  discovers  that 
we  are  determined  to  nuiintain  our  rij^hts.by  Ibrce, 
she  will  abandon  her  unjust  pretensions,  and  ren- 
der us  ample  justice.  Could' 1  seriously  suppose 
such  an  efiect  to  follow  these  preparations,  I 
would  (much  as^I  deprecate  the  expense  and  the 
{ither  evils  Which  attend  them)  udite  With  them 
most  cordially  in  their  purpose.  But  geatlemien 
ought  10  be  cautious  how  they  calculate  upon  the 
fears  of  Ortet  Britain.  We^  harve  qsade  experi- 
ments of  the  embargo,  non-iatereourse,  and  non- 
importation, all  addressed  to,  and  intended  to^oper- 
ate  tipon  her  through  the  medium  of  the  same 
passion,  but  we  found  ourselves  mistaken.  If 
YOU  coosuk' her 'history,  you  will  find  tliat  she 
has  never  heeu  driven  from  her  purpose  by  the 
threaten)  pg  attitu'de'  of  her  enemy,  and  I  assure 
you*  thi«  is  not  the  ^ime  for  her  to  begin.  Shohld 
she  continue  in  her  Course,  your  preparations  not- 
withstanding, what  will  those  gentlemen  do,  who" 
are  for  sl^>wing  a  bold  front,  but  are  against  war  7 
Will  they  then  disband  the  Army,  or  will  they 
not  be  compelled  to  go  on,  let  the  consequences 
be  what  they  may.. 

Sir,  I  have  detained  vou  and  the  House  longer 
than  I  expected.  I  feel  grateful  for  the  attention 
which  has  been  bestowed,  and  the  iodiilgenoe 
which  has  been  extended  to  hie.  Permit  me,  be- 
fore l^sit  down,  to  appeal  to  your  judgment,  atid 
p^hy  you  not  to  engage  in  the  great  European 
contest,  from  which,  when  once  embarked,  there 
is  no  receding,  and  the  consequences  of  which 
cannot  he  foreseen.  Until  the  wMer^  subside, 
and  the  ancfent  landmarks  ;of  the  wOrld  reappear 
above  the  flood,  abandon^nQt  yoqr  ark  of  safety. 
Venture  not  on  the  boisterous  ocean,  whjle  the 
billows  are  running  mountain  higb^  and  the  tem- 
pest is  raging.  If  you  do,  I  /fear  you  will  q^  to 
the  bottom. 

Af'ter  Mr.  SHErPBY  had  concluded,  Mr.  RitSA 
said  he  wished  to  deliver  his  ^ntiments  en -the 
passa^  of  the  bill,  but,  as  it  was  late,  be  moved 
an  adjournment,  which  was  carried. 


Satuadat,  January  4 

Mr.  MoBBow,  fVom  the  Commitl«e  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  to  establish  a  land 
district  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  east  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Kaskaskia,  and  to  attach  certain  public 
lands  to  the  District  of  Jeffersonville ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  codnmitted  to  a  Committee,  of  the 
Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  hill  from  the  Senate,  ^  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  quartermaster's  department,"  was  read 
twice jiod  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Mil- 
itary Establishment. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Mobbow^  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
finrning  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  as  deKi|^atedby>he,  Coos^tution  of  that 
State ;  ftnd  ,o(  providing  bv  law  for  the  actual 
surveying  of  the  Western  boundary  lines  of  the 
said  State;  to.re^>ort  by  hill,  or  otherwise.  Mr. 
MoBjEtow.  Mr.  Lacocc,  Mr.  DebhA)  Mr.  Wilsom, 
and  Mr.  Pond,  were  ajppoihted  the  committee. 

ADDltlONAL.  MILITARY  FORCE. 

<  The  bill  for  raising  ao  additioiial'military  force, 
was  then  taken,  up. 

•  Mr.  Rhea  said,  that  when  he  contemplated  the 
Messa^  of  the  President,'  communicated  at  the 
b^inniDg  ot  this  session  of  Congress,  and  the 
clear,  distinct,  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  re- 
lations of  the  United  Siates  with  foreign  Powers 
therein  presented,  very  little,  indeed,  appeared  to 
remain  to  be  said  on  the  ^ub^ect  embraced  by  the 
resolutions  reported  by  th^  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  or  on  the  subject  more  p^ticulariy 
uoder  consideration. 

M.r*  R*  observed,  that  he  didf  not  altogether  ap- 
k  prove  of  the^bill  in  its  preseut  form,  but  he  woold 
,vote  ibrjt,  belfeviOg  it  was  the.best^at  this.time, 
that  could  be  obtained. 

The  Pj-esident'  of  the  United*  States  is  the  Con- 
stitutional organ  of  information  to  this  nation — 
what  he  proclaims  to  be  a  fact,  is  entitled  to  the 
hi^est  tredit,  and  is  to  be  believed.  More  than 
otie  year  has  elapsed  since  he  p»oelaimed  to  the 
people  that  the  decrees  of  France  were* revoked, 
•so  far  as  relate  to  the  neutral  commerce  of  the 
United  States;  and  at  the  eomm^neement  of  this 
session  of  Congr^s,  he  intimates,  in  his  Messilge, 
successive  connrmations  of  the' extinction  of  th^e 
decrees,  so  far  as  they  vidated  our  neutral  com* 
meree.  These  obnoxious  decrees,  then,  car taial  y, 
are  so  far  revoked.  In  his^  said  Message,  the 
Presidenr  informs^that  the  Miirister  Pienipotea- 
tiary  of  the  United  States  to  FraQC^  has  carried 
out  with  him  the  necessary  inatrnctioBs  relative 
to  wrotigs  done  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  by  France,  and  to  the  restoration  of  the 
American  propertW  seized  and  eonddmned;  the 
Iresult  of  which  will  be  comtnunicated  to  Cob- 
l^teas.  For  these  roasons,  he  would  not  at  present 
mvestiffate  the  rektioos  of  the  United  Stitfes 
with  J^rance,  or  with  Denmark,  or  Russia,  or 
with  any  other  Power  on  the  C^ontineat  of 
Europe,  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign RekitOBs,  an4  all  the  measures  of  a  warlike 
nature  growing  out  of  that  report,  are  avowedly 
pointed  at  England.  When  it  becomes  expedi- 
ent and  right  for  me;  said  Mr.  R^.  to  take  into 
consideration  the  relations  of  the  United  States 
with  France,  if  it  ever  shall  sa  be,  they  shall,  by 
me,  be  considered  and  acted  on  without  respect 
or  partiality  to  persons  or  things.  It  has  been 
said  that  the  United  States  are  at  peace;  but  if 
ihey  be  at  peace,  it  is  a  peace  of  its  own  kind.  It 
is  a  peace  of  sufifering  sacrifice — a  peace  in  which, 
for  several  years  past,  the  United  States  have 
been  enduring  st^ll  manaef  of  possible  injuries aod 
oppressioos  inflicted  by  fingiaad,  without  doiag 
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IMC  aet  of  hostilUf  ia  reUlia$icm.  Bot  the^Presi- 
dcnt  ia  bis  Message  iDforins  Congresi^  jiDd  thh 
nation,  "that  the  British  Cabinet  perseveres  in 
*  the  execution,  brought  home  to  the  direshold  of 
'  oar  territory,  of  measaces  wiiicb,  uod^r  existing 
'  drcuiDstanbes,  have  the  character,  as  well  as  the 
'  effect,  of  war  on  our  lawful  commerce."  Thi6 
declaratiofl,  of  the  highnt  authority,  sufficiently 
exposes  and  explodes  the  opinion  that  the  United 
States  are  at  peace.    . 

It  lias  alflio  been  asked,  "did  you  erer  know 
Qreat  Britain  to  hkre  been  drove  from  her  ob- 
ject ?*'  This  question  is  answeired  directly  in  the 
affirmative^  Yes,  Mr.  Bpeaken  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  which  teriniaa ted  in  the  iBde,pendent 
sovereignty  of  the* United  States,  presented,  to 
the  wwd  a  sublime  fact,  manifesting  tiiat  Great 
Britain  was  driven  from  her  object.  Her  object 
then  was  to«eize  in  her  unrekntiog  fangs,  and  to 
rend  in  pieces,  the  innocent  and  uaoffendidg  peo- 
ple of  this  nation,  at  that  time  few  in;Bl]aiber, 
and  Ui  prepared  to 'meet  the  mighty  e^emy';  but 
Hey  who  rules  the  nations,  |^ad  determined  to 
aefarate  the,  people  of  this  nation  foe  ever  from 
Qreat  Britain — and,  in  the  end,  Qreat  Britain 
was  driven  from  Her  object  This,  however,  is 
not  all — the^efeat  of  every  coalition  of  6cH-6pean 
Powers,  insti^ted  by  England  against  the  French 
revolution,  gives  irresistilile  evid^eaoe  of  Great 
Britain  being  driven  from  her  object.  If  War 
shall  bp  with  Koffland,  it  has  not  Ceen  desired  of 
provoked  by  the  United  States.  Not  long  after 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  England  beigan  6er  coarse 
•f  inimical  depredations,  and  increasing  tbem  in 
number  and  in  magnitude,  in  pcoportjon  from 
the  time  of  their  beginning,  has  steadily  perse- 
vered in.  the  execution  of  them  to  th.e  present 
day;  and  all  (hat  time  the  United  States,  have 
persevered  in  their  endeavors,  by  negotiation,  to 
obtain  an  amicable  settlement  of  difference  Yes, 
they  have  persevered,  in  a  ^anner  bordering  too 
near  to  humiliation,  to  avoid  war  aild  to  live  a ^ 
peace;  but  every  friendly  proposition  has  been 
rejected,  and  it  seems  as  if  nothing-  but  the  re- 
doction  of  this  nation  to  a  servile  state  of  colonial 
existeoce,  can  satiate  tlie  apoetite  of  voracieus 
England.  If;  then,  w4r  'shall  be,'  let  England 
look  to  it-*hujnan  bldod,  in  the  event,  wiU  be 
poured  out,,  and  iirill  flow  to  increase  that  (OCeuB, 
of  blood  which  loudly  calls  for  retribution.  In 
relation  to  the  issue  of  a  war,  the  United  States 
Jiare  nothing  to  fea»;  for  on  this  side  is  arrayed 
eternal  justice,  unfurling  her  flaming  standard 
and  cofiducting  to  victory* 

This  subject  has  been  treated  as  jf  the  United 
States  had  no  caute  of  war  with  England,  and 
as  if  tliey  were  wantonly  provoking  war:  this 
leajiato  consider  the  causes  of  war;  the  meanf  i)f 
carry  log  on  war,  and  the  object  of  war.  JBut  it 
is  asked,  will  you  go  to  war  for  commerce?  It 
is  answered,  England  has  been  at  war  for  com- 
merce the  greatest  part  of  two  ht^indred  years; 
and  shall  not  the  United  Statess  protect,  their 
aommerce,  in  which  is  involved  the  safety  of 
their  seamen  and  the  rights  of  the  pe^te? 

The  causes  of  war  wl^icii  this,  nation  bas  are 


many.  England  has  violated  the  sovereignty  of 
the  United  States  in  many  particulars:  every  im- 
pressment of  an  American  seaman  is  a  violation 
of  that  sovereignty— cfafousands  of  them  bave 
been  impressed  and  r^l^s^d  to  be  restored ;  pro- 
^rty  of  citirens  of  the  Uiiited  States,  to  a  great 
amount,  has  been  nnlawfnUy  captured  and  con- 
demned; aiMi  England  has  refused  indedinifiea- 
tion.  Pierce  was  murdei^d,  and  his,  bones  are 
cruo^ing  into  dust,  near  the  bones  of  those  who, 
in  tl^  direful  prison  ship  Jersey,  at  New  York, 
were  sacrificed  to'  appease  the  wrath  of  the  of- 
fended majesty  of  England.  Althojigh  an  atone- 
ment has'  been  made  by  promise,  and  accepted, 
for  tbe  murderous  attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  the 
blood  of  the  ill-fated  American  teaman  who  was 
forced  from  that  unresisting  ship  (and  afterwards, 
under  a  name^  ty'iant-like,  imposed  on,  him,  was 
murdered  on  a  gallows  at  Halifax)  has  not  yet 
changed  its  ooloc  \yhat  shall  be  said  of  the 
many  forgeries  of  American  shiji-papers,  and  of 
tbe  many  cou'nterfei tings  of  the  American  fla;^, 
whereby  that  flag,  the  sdveretgn  ensign  of  this 
Union,  became  a  aham^  and  disgrace,  and  a  by- 
word, among  the  nations. of  Qontinental  Ejirope; 
andtbe  loss  of  a  great  quantity  of  the  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  consequence 
thereof  accrued?  What  shall  be,  said  of  tbe  dis- 
avowal of  the  arrangement  made  in  good  faith 
by  the  United  States  with  Mr.  Jlrskine,  the  ac- 
crediud  Minister  of  England?  But  it  was  disa- 
vowed, and  that  disavo^^'was,  a  just  cause  of 
war.'  By  tbe  Treaty  of  Amiens.  England,  then 
in  possession  of  Malta,  stipulated  to  surrender  it 
to  the  Qrand^Master^f  the  order  of  St.  John  of 
Jeru^lem;  England  afterwards  refused  to  sur- 
render fiftlta  xo  tbat  order,  and-  war,c^or  that  vio- 
lation of  a  solemn  agreement,  was  by  France 
recommenced,  and  has  since  q|p tinned  with  una- 
bating  fury*  Let  the  many  voluminous  docu- 
ments cbntaioing  dl  the  diplomatic  correspond - 
ence.betwoen  the  United  States  and'Eo^and,  by 
their  respective  Ministers,  on  the  subject  of  exist- 
ing different:es,  be  read. over,  and  the  astonished 
Tender  wiU  turn  from  them  with  disgqst;  ifor  they 
prcfsent,  on  the  part  of  En^Und,  want  of  faith, 
and  a  determination  to. do  nothioi^  by  negotiation: 
aikd  good  faith  and  a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  to  do  nothing  without  negotia- 
tion, rodeavoriag  thereby  to  preserve  peace  with 
Eaglaod.    ;   t       .       . 

What  shall  be  said  of  thi  domineering  inter- 
ference m  the  Florida  business?  or  of  the  en- 
covrragf  ncient  giveil  by  England  to  citizens  of  tbe 
United  States  to  viokite  the  laws  of  their  own 
Qoverament?  Wh^t  shall  be  satid  of  the  late 
attack  on  the  frigate  President?  Will  it  be  sjaid 
that,  botwithstanding  all  these  monstrous  viola- 
tions of  tbd.  sovereignty  of  this  nation,  and  of 
every  moral  prioQipIe*,  there  is  no  c^use  for  war 
against  England  ?.  Let  the  declaration  be  boldly 
avowed,  that  he  who  makes  it  may  be  known. 

But  it  has  been  said  that  war  will  endanger 
our  Republican  institutions^  aad  (bat  a  Repu^i- 
can  Grovernment  cannot  stand  the  shock  of  war. 
if  this  doctrine  be  true,  that  a  Bepubli^aa  Qor- 
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eramen(rCfli^)ot  staAd  the  shock  of  war  in  vindi- 
eation  of  its  inalienible  and  moral  rights,  it  is 
bad,  indeed — worse  than  bad— ^noi  worth  con- 
tending for — a  G(>vernin^nt  not  a6le  to  defend 
itself  against  ali  aggression  ought  to  be  changed ; 
but  the  Oo Fern  men  t  of  the  United  States  i?  not 
a  GK)vernn]eDt  of  this  description.  The' Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  in  |h^  idevelopoaent 
of  its  principles,  will  mabifest  that  the  GoVern- 
^ment  of  this  nation  is  «s  strong,  if  not  stronger, 
than  any  Gfovernment  in  the  world,  and  f^r  this 
plain  reason,  that  it  is  a  Governnient  of  the 
people.        ,    '  . 

Tjie  sovereign  people  of  this  natibn  know  all 
these  thjngs,^  and  it  was  almost  unnecessary  to 
have  taken  this. cursory  view  of  (hose  many 
causes  of  war.  Many  of  the  people  of  these 
United  States  know  by  sad  cfxperience  that  these 
things  arje  true.  It  ia  intiipated  that  the  United 
States  have  not  the  mtens  tb^earry  on  a  war: 
certainly  the  true  'state  of  the  resources  of  this 
uation  had  not  been  maturely  considered.  The 
late  census  will  manifest  a  powerful  Population 
— provisions  of  every  specfes  plentifuUy  abound, 
and  money  to  carry  on  a  war  can  be  obtained 
without  the  aid  of  direct  taxation  \  ^rras,  «nd  a 
sufficient  qoantrty  of  every  munition  of  war,  of 
the  manufacture  of  the  United  StiDtes,'  is  nearly^ 
if  not  wholly,  provided*  But  it  has  been  observed 
that  the  United  States  cannot  supply  their  arni- 
ies  with  ne<;essary  clothing:  to  this4t  is  answered, 
-let  the  manufactures  of  the  United  States  be 
declared  to  be  preferred  to  thoise  of  foreign  coun^ 
trles^  let  a  fair  pilce  be  offered  for  cloth  made  of 
wool,  of  cotton,  of  flax,  and,  of  h'epip;  let  the  citi- 
zens be  assured  that  their  manufactures  will  be 
purchased  in  preference  to  the  mand^tares.  of 
ibr^'l^n  nations }' and  there  is  no  dodbt  but  thftt, 
withm  six  monJJ|s  after  issuing  such  a  declara- 
tion, there  will  be  ready  to  be  delivered  almost 
abundant. supply  of  every  article  of  clothmg,  and. 
whatever  may  be  necessary  fpr  the  army;  and  the- 
several  articles  will  be  of  better  texture  and  wear 
longer,  and  at  a  price  as  low,  if  not  lower,  ihan 
foreign  manufactures  fit  for  the  yame  use.-  Let 
the  citizens  only  know  th^t  the  Government  will 
depend  oa  them  for  a  sufficient  supply. of  those 
arti«[les  for  the  armies,  and  they  will^oe  provided ^ 
there  is  plenty  of  wool,  cotton,  flax,  and  hemp.^ 
Let  the  dedaration  be-roade,  and  the  women  of 
this  nation  of  every  rank  who  can,  Will  set  them- 
selves to  the  work,  in  which  they,  will  emulate 
taofr  other,  and  glory  in  the  business  of  providing 
cloth  which  is  to  go  to  clothe  some  of  |he  brave 
men  who  will  be  engaged  in  the  war.  Bo  long 
as  foreign  manufactures,  probably  pf  the  worst 
kind,  are  pi^eferred  to  our  own  manfifactures, 
what  hope  can  there  be  of  a  good  supply  9  If 
war  be,  said  Mn  R.,  it  appears  at  present  to  me. 
that  the  objects  are  to  recovei'  the  seamen -of  the 
United  States  from  Brituih  slavery — to  have  com- 
plete indemnity  for  all  tne  property  of  eitixens  of 
the  United  States,  wrongfully  captured  and  con- 
demned by  Great  Britaiii-^and  ii  com|dete  guar* 
antee  against  impressiorg  American  seamen-^and 
agaion  capturing  Ameri<^aQ  property  in^  future. 


That  all  that  part  of  North  America  which  joias 
(he  United  Stated  on  the  Northeast,  North,  and 
Northwest,  shall  be  provided  for  in  a  mode 
which  wi^l  forever  thereafter  jut  it  out  of  the 
power  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  any  British  trader, 
agent,  or  factor,  pr  company  of  British  trader§,  to 
supply  Indian  tribes  with  arms  and  ammunition; 
to  instigate  and  excite  Indians  to  disturb  and 
harass  our  frontiers,  and  to  murder^  and  sealp 
helpless  women  and  children-^and  last,  but  not 
least,  to  secure  and  irrevocably  fix  that  grand 
maritime;  prineipile,  ^4hat  free  ships  shall  make 
free  pe^ns  and  free  c^ods;"  and  then,  and  not 
until  that  is  established,^  will  the-aovereign  rights 
of  thd.  United'  States,  relative  to  commerce,  be 
completely  es^blished,  and  tha  ocean  be,  what 
the  Creator  ^designed  it  to  be,  the  highroad  of 
nations. 

'  When,  on  the  records  of  Eternity,  an  appor* 
tionment  of  great  men  was  made  to  tl|e  several 
nation^  of  t)ie  human  family,  a  full  proportion 
was  allonved  to  .England.  England,  indeed,  has 
had  her  Shakespeare  and  Milton,  lyho  explored 
all  the  regions  of  fancy  and  imagination.  Bag- 
land  has  nad  her  Newton  and  Locke.  The  first 
investigated  an4  explained 'the  laws  of  matter 
and  nbotion;  the  last  penetrated  the  inmost  re- 
cesses of  the  human  solil,  And  made  the  whole 
internal  wor\d  his  own.  England  has  had  a 
Hampden  apd  a  Chatham,  the  €fver  to  be  cele- 
brated true  political  friend^  of  the  liberti^  of 
their  country.  England  has  also  had  her  Tiliot- 
son,  Sherlock,  and  Porteus,  to  whom  may  be 
added  Usher  and  Pearson,  whose  writings  and 
lectures,  almost  divine,  on  moral  and  themogteal 
subjects,  were  sufficient  to  have  persuaded  a  na- 
tion to  .virtue  and  goodness—^nd  England  has 
lately  had  a  Sir  William  Jones,  of  incomparable, 
stupendous-  genius ;  of  the  most  extensive  erndi- 
ti6n  in  languages,  arts^and  sciences;  of  the- most 
■profound  knowledge  of  moralitjf,  politics,  and  re- 
ligion; a  man  whose  conduct  in  life  em\netttly 
corresponds  with  hi^  knowledge  in  the  practice 
of  virtue,  morality,  and  religion — ^a  man  who  was 
adequate  to  the  salvation  of  a  sinking  nation. 
Yes,  England  has  had  these  and  many  other 
illustrious  men,  all  of  whom  shone  like  ntMtt  of 
the  first  magnitude  \  and  What  bene^t  has  fingtand 
derived  from  the  example  and  writings  of  these 
illustrious  qaen  ?  Has  England  learned  from 
them  that  for  a  jiation  to  be  truly  great  and  good, 
it  ihust  bcf,  and  continue  to  be,  in  the  practie<e  ot 
those  moral  duties  which  cement  individuals  and 
nations,  and  which  inculcate  the  grand  moral 
principle  of."  not  doing  to  others  what  we  would 
not  that  others  would  d'o^into  us?"  Has  such  been 
the  conduct  of  England  towards  the  world — to- 
wards the  Unked  States?  Let  a.  history  of  the 
two  nations,  in  relation  to  each  other  since  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  be  racorded,  and  it  win  answer, 
emphatically,  with  a  murmur  dreadful  as  the 
sound- of  death— No  1 

The  President  in  his  Message  has  informed 
Congress  **  that  the  period  is  now  arrived  which 
claims  from  th^  legislative  guardians  of  the  na- 
tional rights  a  system  of  more  ample  provisions 
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for  nMiiotaiDtDg  them."  This  declaration  cannot 
be  misuoderstood-rfroin  it  the  foUowiog  cooclu** 
sioDs  evidently  are  deduced  :  that  all' prospect  of 
a  successful  termination  of  differences  hy  negoti- 
ation with  England  i«.at  an  end — that  negotiation 
is  cJone^ — tha^  a  systeiu  of  more  ample  provision.^ 
to  guard  the  rights  of  this  nation  is  now  neees- 
jsa.tj — that  is,  a  system  more  ample  to  support  the 
national  rights^  than  the  system  of  negoliaticfn. 
For,  (says  the  Message,)  *^  notwithstanding  the 
'  soropalons  justice,  the  protracted  ilioderaiion, 
'  and  the  multiplied  efforts  on  the  pi^rt  of  theUni- 

*  ted  Statea,  to  substitute  for  the  accumulating 
'  dangers  to  the  peace  of  the  two  countries,  all  ^he 
'  niamil  advantages  of  re-estahlit^ed  harmony  and 

*  confidence)  ure  have  seen  that  the  British  Cabinet 
'  peraereres,  aot  only  in  withholding  a  remedy  for 
'  other  wrongs,  so  long  and  so  loudly  calling  for  it^ 
'  but  in  ibe  execution,  brought  home  to  the  thresh- 
'  old  of  our  terrrtopy,  of  measioreei,  which,  undec 

*  existing  circumstances,  haVe  the  character,  as 
'  weU  as  the  efifeci,  of  war  on  euriawfnl  oomoWrce. 
'  With  this  evid^ce  of  hostile  inflexibility,  in 
'  trampling  on  rights  which  no  independent  nation 

*  can  relinquish,  Congress  wiH  i^el  the  duty  of 
^  ptntin^  the  United  States  into  an  armdr  and  an 
'  aHitude  demanded  by  the  crisis,  Undcorjrespdod- 
'  ing  with  the  national  spirit  and  expectations." 
The  Message  then  goes  on — "I  recommefld,  ac- 
'  cordingly,  t^at  adequate  provision  ought  to  be 
<  made  for  filling  the  fanks  and  prolonging  the 
'  ealistments  of  the  regular  tropps;  for  an  auxiliary 
^  force,  to  be  engaged  for  armore  limited,  time;  for 

*  the  acceptance  of  vohmteer  corps ;  for  detach^ 
'  raentfi  of  thfe  militia.",  ..This  then  is  the  system 
which  the  President  recommends  to  be  substitu- 
ted for  the  ineffectual  syvtem  or  negotiation ;  a 
system  which  he  would  not  have  recommended 
if  he  had  entertained  any  prospect  of  settlement 
by  nesotiacion,  over  which  the  Constitution  has 
▼ested  him  with  all  power.  Notwithstanding  all 
this,  it  has  beei^  saVmised  that  negotiation  with 
Eoglaod  is  still  going' on.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  is 
DOt  pos6ible<*-the  suspicion  is'unwoLrtby  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of^tbis  nation  |  for,  in  what 
maaner,  or  how,  can  he  negotiate?  He  hf(s 
Bothinf,  nor  Can  he  have  anything  tb  offer  to 
Bogland  until  Bng^and  ihall  re^ke'  Her  Orders 
ID  Council,  so  that  they '^all  cease  to  violate  the 
neutral  rights  of  the  United  States ;  ai^d  England 
declares  she  will  not  so  revoke  her  Orders  in 
CoonciV\intil  the  United  States  shall  compel 
France. to  admit  the  manufactures  of  Engiaird — 
a  dem&nd  unreasonable,  unjust,  with  which  tb^ 
United  States  have  nothing  to  dp.'  Let  Prance 
and  Bnglaud  battle  out  their  own  disputes,  the 
United  States  have  business  plenty  of  their  own, 
with  each  of  these  Powets  to  manage,  without 
intederiog  with  that  which  belongs  to  either, 
agaiast  the  other;  and  besides  all  this,  the  United 
States  are  threatened  in  the  most  insulting  man* 
ner  that  if  they  do  not  repeal  the  noti-importation 
law,  it  will  lead  to  measures  of  retaliation;  so 
then,  England,  the  original  aggressor  threatens 
lo^retaliate  on  the  United  States,  for  a  measure 
w^ieh  B&gtaad,  by  her.  injustice^.  compcfUed  the 
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United  States  to  adopt !  Such  threatened  retali- 
ation, if  adopted,  will  be  exactly  in  UDis<5h,  and 
perfectly  accord  in  principle,  with  that  species  of 
retaliation  which  England  insists  she  adopted,  by 
her  Orders  in  Council,  against  Prance,  for  her 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 

This  giode  of  retaliation  amounts  to  this:  A 
strikes  B,  and  B  afterguards  strikes  A  ;  A,  as  he 
says,  retaliates,  i^nd  beats  B ;  afterwards  B  sues  A 
in  a  court  of  justice  for  damages.  Ought  judg- 
ment to  bis  rendered  for  A,  the  first  assailant,  on 
the  giround  of  retaliation,  or  rather  justification  ? 
Who  will  sa]f^  it  ought  ?  But  it  may  be  said  that 
there  is  no  tribunal  wherein  which  this  cause  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  England  maybe 
tried.  Yes,,  sir,  there  is  a  tribtinal  that  will  ren- 
dei^  righteous  judgment — the  very  saihe  just  tri- 
bunal who  presided  oyer  the  last  great  trial  be- 
tweenthe  United  States  and  England.' 

The  President  in  his  Message  has  performed 
his  Constitutional  duty  to  this  nation;  he  h&s  clear- 
ly given  his  opinion  on  ^he  inefficac^  of  neffotla- 
tioo;  he  has  apprjzed  Congress  of  the  state  of 
things,  and  recommiended,  measures  to  meet  the 
approaching  crisis ;  all  weight  of  responsibility  is 
now  therefove  o;)  Copgress,  and  Congress  is  re- 
sponsible to  this- nation ;  there  is  bo  turning  or 
winding  whereby  the  respdhsibility  arising  on  this 
most  important  question,  can  be  evaded.  And  let 
it  be  remembered,  that  in  this  question  is  involved 
the  sbvereign  rights  of  the  United  States,  And 
now,  Mr.  Speaker, .  after  expressing  my  grfitefui 
acknowledgments  40  you  and  to  this  House,  for 
the  attention  evrdenlly  manifested  to  me,  I  will, 
for  the  present,  forbear  caying  any  more  on  the 
subject.'  • 

Mr.  PictENfi. — Mr/  Speaker,  it  is  with  much 
diffidence  that  I  ri<$,e  to.  offer  mysentiments  on 
this  great  subject,  especially  after  the  length  of 
debate  which  has  alreadr  tried  the  patience  of 
this  assembly.  But,  called  to  the' decision  of  it 
question  involving  mattersTof  soleihn  interest  to 
my  country,  I  hope.to  be  indulged  in  a  few  re- 
marJn.  ' 

The  peaceful  habits  of  our  citizens;  the  inde- 
pendent resources  of'  our  country;  the  unexam- 
pled share  of  civil  liberty  Ire  enjoy,  and  the 
genius  df  our  Republican  institutions^  all  con- 
spire 10  render  watt  unwelcome.  I  will,  there- 
fore, be  aciiong  the  last  to  call  mir  countrymen' 
from  the  pursuits  of  civil  life,  while  there  is  any 
alternative  left  whereby  our  nationial  rights  can 
be  defended  in  peacei  With  this  impression  I 
bare  attentively  he&rd  all  the  arguments 'ad- 
vanced in  opposition  to  the  bill  before  us,  both 
while  it  was  in  the  form  of  a  resolution,  and 
since  it  ha^  assumed  its  present  shape,  fn  hopes 
that  some  such  alternative  might  be  proposed; 
for  if  any  such  had  exis(ed,  I  cannot  fof  a  mo- 
ment suppiose  that  it  could  nave  escaped  the  no- 
tice of  gentlemen  of  such  ample  abilities  as  those 
who  have  so  fully  argued  in  opposition  to  the 
principle  of  this  bill.  In  this  hope,  however,  I 
have  been  entirely  disappointed,  No  substitute 
for  this  measure  has  as  yet  been  ^oposed. 

When  we  are  told  of  the  evils  attendant  on  "a 
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state  (JfiliiDgs  such  as  this  measure  will  produce, 
the  argumeoi  is  but  half  made^  we  all  must  be 
confident  that  such  is  our  situatiooi  that  evils 
will  attend  apy  course  we  can  take.  That  eri^ 
attend  our  presient  posilioa  is  erideot  to  every 
man;  and  evils  incalculable  91  ust  visit  our  coun- 
try, if  we  continue  to  slumber,  while  rights  so 
essential  to  our  national  Jmpqrtance,  and  indi- 
vidual prosperity,  are  sweeping  away.  It  has 
been  regretted  by  an  honorable  geDileman  who 
yesterday  addressed -you.  that  "ihe  object  as  well 
as  the  cause  of  war  had  not  been  defined  before 
these  prepdrations  were  made.'^  These  are  in- 
timately coQjiected  together,  and  hare  become  so 
familiar  to  every  one  as  not  10  be  capable  of  mis- 
understanding. The  cause  and  object  pf  this  pre- 
paratory proeeeding  seems  perfectly  well  known 
In  this  House;  and  M^ey  are  equally  known  to  the 
people  at  large,  .who^e  interests  and  feelings  are 
80.  much  aflfected.  If  it  was  the  understanding 
of  that  gentleman,  the  object  should  have  been 
formally  decided  on-hyati  kct  or  resolution  of 
this  House,  as  was  the  opinion  of.  another  gen- 
tleman from  the  same  State,  (Mr.  Rahdolph,) 
in  his  remarks  some  time  ago,  a  sli  j^ht  view  of  our 
situation  will  point  to  the  impolicy  c^f  such  an 
order  of  proceeding.  The  nature  of  our  military 
strength  consisting^  in.  times  of  peace,  of  militia — 
the  great  extent  over  which  our  population-  is 
scattered,  and  the  freedom  of'  discussion  peculiar 
in  this  country  as  to  matters  of  fublic  notice, 
will  at  all  times  render  it  impracticable  to  put 
the  country  in  a  complete  slate  of  preparation 
for  defence  in  a  very  shprt  time.  Witho|it  a 
single  spldierenlisted,  would  it  be  prudent  to. in- 
vile  the  hostile  acts  of  an.  enemy  by  making  it 
knowji-  that  we  were  determined  to  resist  by 
force  the  infringements  of  our*^ights?    • 

As  to  ;he  various  injuries  and  insults  which 
have  been  heaped  on  our  country  by  the  foreign 
belligerents,  and-which  are  yet  ino/easin(r  from 
Great  Britain,"  they  are  topics  sufficrehily  ex- 
plained, and  but  too  well  understood.: 

It  is  admitted  by  every  gentleman  who  has 
spoken  on  the  subject,  that  we  hare  a  g6od  oause 
of  war  with  that  .nation,  and  that  this  cause  has 
existed  ever,  since  t)ie  Orders  in  Opuncil  were 
issued.  Yet  the-honor^ble  gentleman  yesterday 
contended  that  the  inhuman  practice  of  impress- 
ing OIK  seamen  is  not  a  sufl&cient.  rei^n  ibr  «o 
serioiis  a  contest;  that  we  permit  foreigners 
naturalized  to  enter  our  ships,  and.  therefore^  as 
the  doctrine  of  expatriation  is  abused,  the.  British 
cruisers  bave  a  right  to  "f^sehEe  their  subjects,  in 
doing  which  mistakes  may  sometimes  tie  made. 
Can  we  in  this^  way  reconcile  the  cries  of  our 
citizens,  our  native  citizens,  consigned  to  slavery 
in  the  ships  of  another  nation?  But  supposing 
this  cause^  so  shocking  to  humanity,  to  be  un- 
worthy of  defence;  the  <nher  ground,  arising  more 
from  our  ititerest,  and  which  is  admitted  to  be 
agood  cau^  of  war,  caanot  be  -fveakeRed  by  it. 
We  are  asked  by  the  same  honorable  member 
"  why  oar  nation  has  not  long  ago  resisted  by 
force  the  acts  of  the  British  Qovernineat,  ^hen 
the  same  cause  then  existed  ?"    If  it  was  a  net 


cessary  consequence  that  because  we  have  been  ' 
too  patient  heretofore,  we  oughtr  to  continue  so ; 
it  may  be  observed  that  our  Qoveroment  entered 
an^^arly  protest  agaijnst  the  edicts  of  both  bellig- 
erents, and  have  continued  to  press  the  ju^^tice  of 
our  <;la|ms'f9r  a  repeal  of  them ;  and,  finally,  the 
proposition  arising  from  the  act  of  May,  1810, 
which  we  considered  a i)  appeal  to  their  interests 
equally,  had  the  efiect  of  neutralizing  one  of  them, 
so  far  as  to  cease  offering  us  causes  of  war.  And 
until/then  we  had  two  enemies,  each  of  whom 
was  a  nation  ibe  most  formidable  of  the  modem 
world,  holding  between  them  the^seals  of  £u4t)pe. 
And  not  till .  February  last,  shortly  before  the 
dose  of  the  last  Congreas,  did  Great  Britain  single 
bei^elf  put' against  us.  If  policy,  therefore,  can 
be  a  coosideraiiOB  for  greater  foxbeafance,  when 
we  have  tw.o  gveat  enemies  than  when  we  have 
one  only,  we  hav^this  consideratiqn  for  the  dif- 
ference to  br  obs(erve<i .  in  the  mode  of  resistance, 
which,  in  point  of  strict  righi,. might  have  been 
always  vigorous  since  the  year  1806.  And  cer- 
tainly the  honorable  gentleman  will  allow  us  to 
calculate  is  this  way,  inasmuch  as  he  has  called 
on  us  to  count  the  amount  of  loss  we  have  sus- 
t^io^d  by  the  Orders  in  Coa;noil,  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther our  rights  infringed  by  them  are  worth  de- 
fending. '  To  show  this,  we  are  told  of  the-amount 
of  exports  to  France  during  the  vear  1807,  from 
the  entry  in  the  ciistom-hou«e  books.  FJrom  which 
It  would  appear,  that  our  clearances  of  produce 
for  French  ports  during  that  year,  amounted 
only  to  a  little  more  than  iwp  millions,  while  those 
for  the  English,  ports  amounted  taupwards  of 
twenty-eight. millions.  I  coiifess  I  am  but  little 
cbi^versant  in  commercial  transactions,  but  I  be- 
lieve it  is  knowu  -from  various  causes,  the  cleaV- 
ances  from  our  ports  for  those  of  France,  in  the 
vear  alluded  to,  were  unusually  small,  and  even 
bore  a  small  projioriion  ta  the  trade  Uiat  actually 
did  rf'acb  the  French  ports  from  ours.  If  so.  the 
custom-house  boqks  could  notl>e  a  fair  criterion 
of  the  amount,  even  during  that  year.  It  is  also 
worthy  vof  notice  that  during  the  same  year  the 
blockade  of  ib^  northern  coast  of  France  was  in 
forde^  which  must  have  had  great  influence  on 
the  result  of  that  year's  exports.  Otber  causes 
might  ha ve.operaic^d  duiing.tbe  period  to  which 
our  atteotiob.  has  been  caue^,  as  the  Orders  v^ 
Couqoil  have  ever  since  done,  to  ditainish  the 
amount  of  our  trade  to  many  ports  of  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe.  Our  Aoantry,  thiK>^h« very  class 
of  its  citizens,  feels  sensibly  the  effe<;ts  of  that 
.system  of  maripme  plunder  arising  from  the  edicts 
of  the  belligtrenta,  which  has  no  parallel  in  the 
civilized  world.  It  will  bQ  hard  to  conviope  us, 
.  contrary  to  tb^  evidence  of  our  own  senses,  that 
our  losses  are  trivial.  But  suppose  ^he  object  in 
diypute  to  have  been  as  small  as  you  please,  even 
Jess  thaa  the  ei^pense  of  defending  it,  is  it  there- 
fote  %  consequence  that  we  are^  to  abandon  it  ? 
If  we  get  in  the  habit  of  valuing  our  Hghts.  to  see 
whether  they  are  worth  the  cost  of  dewnding,  we 
may  squander  them  all  by  retail.  •  If  this  calcu- 
lating principle  had  been  the  order  of  the  day  at 
the  eve  of  our  Revolution,  would  the  pitifoi  taf 
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OD  tea,  th^  stamp  act,'&e.,  have  been  found  to  be 
soffieient  gronnd  for  a  seven  years*  war?  No- 
il was  the  principle  our  ancestors  eon  tended  for, 
and  it  is  the  principle  now  which  we  view  as  of 
most  importance.  The  s^me  honorable  member 
has  exposed  the  id^a  of  eontendirr^  against  the* 
Orders  in  .Council  as  mere  quixotism — as  mere 
windmill  attack— m^re  fightings  against  {Mper! 
I  would  ask  if  the  seizure  of  oar  pro  pert  )^-  bound 
to  a  lawful  market  is  oiHy  paper  t  Is  tbe  practi-. 
cal  enforcing  of  the  blockades  of  an  extensive 
coast,  mere  paper"?  If  so,  I  will  ask,  wTielher  oa 
the  same  principle,  tbe  oppressive  measures  of 
that  GoTernmentyWiiieb  I^d  to  oor  Independence. 
were  paper. 

Thna  next  exception  his.  imagination^  suflgeats. 
is  to  an  argiinient  iti  favor  of  'bis  bill,  whichi,  I- 
will  Tenture  to  «ay,  neirer  existed  but  ki  Jraagi- 
nation :  ^tbat  to  raise  the  tnilitary  genius  of  the 
naiioo  woald  be  a  sufficient  object  of  war."  ThU 
ideal  argument  is  B^^aileJ  with  as  1i<'|f>  mVrc^ 
as  Don  Quixote  ever  aua^ked  a  ^^Wiiri>ill.  Go4, 
knows,  we  have  reat  ca  j?e  enough, fur  ^  a:  witK- 
OQttbe  aid  of  Taney  \  It  is  raiSftf  uciaccojntable 
that  a  genius  fru  chivalry  littd  lield  in  su^K  ttiIi^ 
cole  the  idea  dfd^femJing:  imtUinivl  lionor— "  ..  j- 
ciple  which  ht  applauds  in  pnvatt*  1*>  oliis 

as  not  worthy  a  nanon's  while  to  conii    si  And^ 

to  prepare  us  for  ihe  dej^cading  tt?f  ofttibmis- 
sion  to  fofeign  usurpation,  we  arc  tr^ld  thnt  we 
bare  paid  tribuH>  lo  the  Barhary  Pmvcr$  \  .Honiir 
is  a  rule  betwerij  equaJs  unly.  If  we  haVe  found 
it  expedient  to  {jrcija^t^  terms  fVoin  n  Power  but 
little  removed  above  oulr  Western:  savages,  wili 
it  therefore  follow  that  suoh  terms  are  admissible 
betvreen  two  civilized  and  independent  Sratissl 
Here  iioaor  h  apfidciple  so  oseful,  that  other 
blessings  cannot  lon^  be  nsefui  without  it. 

Again,  we  are  asKed.  if  w^  Will  attempt  tbe 
"^  ideal  project  of  contending  for  national  law, 
which  haa  long  since  been  buried  under  French 
domination?"  It  is  btit  too  true  that,  between 
tbe  two  beHigerents,  this  great  law  has  Seen 
trampled  on  and  disregarded  ;  bat  its'prii^*-*ipUs,  I 
hope,  will  forever  survive,  and  I  trust  we  will 
antfe  in  the  measure"  proposed,  to  vindirnte  and 
quicken  its  dying  spirit.  Injhis,  Inoch  -^.ns  on 
us,  we  are  tbe  only  nation  on  earth  to  w^cnn  this 
taak  is  now  intrusted. 

I  view  this  period  asonc  so  eventful  that  any  step 
we  can  take^  may  prove  importaot,  not  merely. in 
its  immediate  consequences,  but  diiring  our  history 
as  a  commonwealth.  It  is  of  lasting  moment  lo 
a  nation,  aspiring  to  an  equal  and  honorable  rank 
among  its  neighlK>rs,  that  none  of  its  annals  should 
be  stained  with  the  voluntary  relinquishment  of 
any  of  its  rights.  Precedent  becomes  as  much  a 
law  in  mitional  concerns,  as  in  oiir  tribunals  of  jus- 
tice. What  we  now  abandon  without  spirited 
resistance,  we  n^d  never  expect  to  gain.  Histdry 
affords  no  instance  of  a  nation  securing,  or  suc- 
eesaifylly  resisting  encroachments  od  its  sovereign- 

S,  when  this  resistance  has  been  weak  and  timid. 
n  the  contrary,  does  not  all  experience  show, 
that  in  proportion  as  a  nation  is  found  fe^ardless 
ofiojones,  even  of  minor  eonseqaence,  in  that 


proportion  have  exactions  been  made  upon  it. 
The.  experience  of  England  itself  is  a  sufficient 
exan^ple  of  this  fact.  When  a  timid  Monarch 
has  held  the  reins  of  that  Krngdom,  encroaoh- 
uienU  were  mkde'witlL  the  greatest  success — then 
it  was  that  the  Pope  has  »lways  urged  his  pre- 
teasions^—th'en  have  his  hidU  shaken  the  English 
throne.  Bj  a  vigorous,  resistance  to  the  inroads 
which  are  m^de  on  onr  essential  rights,  we  may 
>iot  only  felieVe.Che  injured  rights  of  our  country, 
and -repel. t&e  progress  ofjawiess  aggression,  bat 
aflbrd  a  lasting  memento  to  foreign  nations  that 
Qur  liberties  are  n#t  to  be  invaded.  ,  When  in  ad- 
dition p  this,  it  is  cpnsijered  that  the  right  of 
eairrying  our  produce. to  foreign  markets;  in  a 
word,  the  ri^t  of  regulating  comniierce,  is  one  cx- 
pre^ly  sarfctjoned  by  our  Revolutionary  patriots 
m  their  Deqlaratiou  of  Independence,  and  sup- 
ported by  their  valor  in  trying  times;  the  duty 
on  us  becomes  indispensable;  to  protect  it  unem- 
'cumbered  foV  pesterity,  who  have  a  fair  claim  to 
the  valuable  inii,eritance. 

But  it  is- said  that  you  cann(U  raise  an  army, 
and  ah  example  is  drawn  from  the  Army  in  17^, 
under  Mr.  Adams's  Administration.  With  defer- 
ence to  those  who  have  used  this  argument,  and 
cast  so  mucK  obloquy  on  the  proposed  army,  I 
6aiinoL  see  any  analogy  between, that  case  and 
the  present,  either  as  to  tbe  apparent  object,  or 
the  manner  of  service.  "What  French  terdtory 
lay  adjacent  to  u^atthat^ay,  or  in  reach  of  our 
Army?  Or  was  il  contemplated  to  carry  our  arms 
to  tliTe  bank^of  the  khine  or  the  Da^ube  ?  Al- 
though it  is  true  that  men  of  sober  and  industrious 
habits  Vill  seldom  enlist  in  time  of  peace,  to  lie 
at  i^me  dutpost,  where  the  u.se'of  an  army  consists 
pot  se  much  in  actual  service,  as  in  the  mere  idea 
of  being  ready  for  service — ^^biit  let  an  occasion 
like  the.  present  offer,  when  it  is  known  that  the 
sovereignty  of  the  country  must*  be  defended; 
the  strength  of  the  nation  will  imm^iately  be 
nerved ;  we  can  th^n-comQiand  the  best  and  brav* 
est  youth  of  the  coiintry.  It  is  at  such  times  that 
military  merit  is  first  discovered.  And  here  let 
m^  say  to  my  worthy  colleague  (Mr.  Macon.)  who 
some  days  ago  expressed  .an  apprehensiod  lest  a 
suitable  character  niight  xtoi  be  toiAid  or  selected 
to  command  the  Army,  that  there  is  really  no  such 
danger,  the  (u^asion  will  produce  such  a  charac- 
ter, as  every  other  occjision  of  the  kind  has  done* 
The  military  geniua  of  our  first  Revolutionary 
hero  might  have  slumbered  unknown,  but  for  aii 
occasion  whi,ch  was  to  call  it  into  useful  exertion. 

The  contemplated  attack  <>n  th^  British  Prov- 
inces adjoining  us  has  been  emphatically  called 
^  a  war  of  offence.^  .  Although  the  mode  of  war* 
fare  may  be  in, the, abstract  view  Of  it  offensive, 
yet  when  it  is  considered  as  the  only  mode  in  our 
reach,  for  defending  rights  universally  recognised 
and  avowedly  violated,  its  character  is  changed. 
In  the  present  case,  our  property,  in  the  course  of 
a  fair  trade  to  a  foreign,  market,  is  seized  by  the 
unlawful  measures  of  Great  Britain,  (to  say  no- 
thing of  impressment  and  other  indignities.)  Our 
verbal  remonstrances,  and  every  attempt  at  nego- 
tiatibn,  is  found  ineffectual;  these  injuries 'she  ia 
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still  carrying;  on  with  marks  of  iocreitsed  injustibe 
on  every  sea  where  she  finds  xJur  property  or  sea-' 
men ;  we  cannot  meet  her  on  that  element-^the 
only  point  where  we  can  reach  he|f  is-  the  rich} 
and  to  her  the  ali-impottaot  territories  .on  .our 
North.  Has  not  the.  projposed  -meHasure  therefore 
every,  essential  ,chlrractertstic  of  defence  7  The 
idea  of  a  war  for  the  purpose  of  conquest,  ^s  dh- 
horrent  to  the^  American  people,  and  foreign  fronl 
the  principles  of  their  Gk)veirnment.  ' 

But  we  are  told  that  '^  Great  Britain  is  ft^htitfir* 
for  the  liberties  of  the  world>"  and  again,  that 
"she  is  not  to  be  driven  from  the  "B^ixe  nor  from 
aoy where  else."  If  the  lasjt  expression  btfs  aUu<- 
sion  to  the  naval  feat  by  which  the  DaDishfleet 
was  swept  away,  it  is  a  very  unfortunate  ciroUm- 
stance  to  be  ibentioned  in'  the  same  speecb  witfi 
the  former,  for  it  is  questionable  wfiethei-  tfaei'eis' 
to  be  foUQd  an  incident,  in  |^nt  of  perfidy  an;}- 
innistiee,  to  equalit  jn^l^  civilized  worlds  4°<1 
when  was  it  that  Great  .cri tain;  commenced  her 
career  in  the  laudable  purpose oruniversa I  emanci- 
patioir?  Was  it  ift  177^7  Was  it  ou  this  pursuit 
that  her  cam pai^s  were  performed  ihrou^tfour 
land  ?  If  she  will  only  extend  eomm'on  id^tice 
to  us,  or  rather  let  us  alone,  jl  is  all  the  favor  I 
woul^  ask  from  her. 

As  to  any  pattiality  between  the  two^con tend- 
ing Powersj  I  hone  there  exists  none  in  any  Amer-, 
ican,  there  rs  no  reason  why  there  should  be  any.: 
for  every  nation  is  goyerned  by  ioiere&r;  we  can 
calculate  nothing  on  friendship  frooji  ady. 

If  it  were  a  question  at  the  early  d»wn  of  our 
Governrnent,  before  the  habits  of  our  people  were 
forined,  whether  it  would  not-  he- to  the  nation's 
best  interest  to  ti-ust  maritime  comiperce  tp  other 
hands  entirely  for  several  ages,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  answer  in  the  negative  And  even  now,  as  to 
the  carrying  trade  pro|^r.  I  am  not  iimlinedto 
view  it  as  an  objecr.  worthy  jof  deietice  l>y  war. 
But  this  direct  trade,  which  carries  lh6  produce 
of  our  farmers  to  iharket,  has  bae"n-parroni2edi)y 
OUT  Gbyeronent  under  every  Admijiisiration,  ai^d 
as  the  pursuits  an4  habits  of  our  citizens  have 
under  that  system  of  things  been  forined,  and  as 
oor  country  was  growing  under  it  in  a  degree  un- 
exampled, Its  [*otection  has  ceased  to  bo  at  this 
day  a  q^estioA*  .     ,  . 

Vet  this  species  of  trade,  all«>impoptaiit  to  the 
agricoltaral  interest,  is  neari^  extinguished.  T-hat 
every  pacific  jiolicy  has'been  tried  in  vain,  is  evi- 
dent from  the  restrictive  acts  and  the  voluminous 
documents  which  have  annually  jippeared,  and 
which  now  load  yourmails  to  every  corner  of  the 
Union.  In  these  eommunicatioos,  the  British 
Ministers  express  much  concern  for  the  misunder- 
standing  between  the  two  nations,  while  their 
conduct,  the  sol^  cause  of  misunderstanding,  is 
continued  with  mqltiplied  marks  of  injustice.  I 
say  fhe  sole  cause  of  tiMsupderstanding,  for  what 
politician  will  sajFthat  the  refusal  to  ratify  a 
treaty,  or  the  laving  an  embargo,  is  any  ffood 
cause  of  o^ace?  And  what  cause  of  offence 
has  proceeded  from  lis  }  None.  We  have  the 
solitary  honor  ofa  €k)vernment  unexampled  for 
its  good  faith,  and  ia  this  instaooe  for  ita  modera* 


tion;  for  duriqg,all  the  attempts  at  adjustment 
for  years-past;  our  properiywas  sweeping  from 
the  ot;ean  before  our  eyes.  With  this  spectacle 
before  us,  are  we  to  sit  down  cooly  and  calculate 
in  dollars,  cents,  and  mtlls^  ^hat  will  be  the  cost 
of  defending  ourselves?  If  this  had  beeti  the 
cool  philosophy  oC  seventh-six,. you  aod  I  would 
notfaavef  been  here.  And  if  we  temporize,  while 
energy  and  action  alone  can  save,  we  may  entail 
lasting  evils  on  the  nation: 

Mr.  LowifDEa. — Mr.  Sneaker,  the  late  period  of 
th^  debate  will  oecessarrly  shorten  the  obeerva^ 
tions  1  had  intended  to  jpake.  I  concur, 'indeed^  - 
entfrely  iR:tbe4ypinion  expressed  by  the  gentleman 
from  ^oxiii  Carol ii^*-7t hat  it  is  now  unnecessary 
to  prove ^that  we  have  cause  of  wiir^against  fin|f- 
land.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  yes- 
terday opposed  the  bill;  conceded  this  point  with 
as  mnch  prudence  as  candbr.  The  value  of  tbe 
concession,  hoifi^ver,  was  impaired  bjr  the  remark 
tbat  ^e  hfive  equal  cause  of  war  against  France. 
That  we  Itod  equal  ^ajuse  of  war,  sir;  agamt 
l^rancejhtbat  we.bave  equal  claims  for  indemni- 
fication 4gaiost  ooth  Powers,  I  feel  nodisposition  ta 
deny.  Both,  baVe,  indeed,1>een  at  war  wrth  us  j  bat 
the  easy 'distinction  between  their  cases  is  this — 
Chat  the  one  P6wer  has  tefminated  its  difiereoces 
Ivith  us  by  a  treaty  which  we  ouraelves  proposed^ 
while  the  O^ier  continues  without,  mitigauon  its 
war'if^on  our  commerce.:  .  ' 

.In  aeknotvledgiiig,  sir,  that  we  liave  cause  of 
war,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  denies  its  ob- 
ject to  xbe  either  important  or  attaipable. 

That  any  importance,  should  beattached  to  the 
cfbjeet  On  the  score  of  honor,  is  described  as  a  ro- 
mantic notion.  But  in  the  policy  which  it  dic- 
tat(es,an  enlarged  view  of  niRtpnal  interest,  tisa« 
ally  concurs  with  a  nice  sen^e  6f  national  hoaor* 
It  IS  impossible- to  ccmrpute  the'  money- value  of 
rights,  likti  th^e  in  dispute  between  England  and 
America.'  No  rul^  of  arithmetic  will  give  you 
an  answer  as  tor  the  expense  at  which  they  naay 
be  wortb  defending.  Let  them  be  renounced  and 
the  losr  wiir  be  felt,  not  for  one  year,  but  per- 
haps for  )the  whole'  term  of  our  existence  as  oae 
nation.  Let  them  te  renounced,  and  every  la^ 
maicring  right  becomea  more  precarious  by  the 
encouragement  which  is  ofiferea  for  its  infraction. 
Our  object  then,  in  resistance  to  KnffUad,  is  tVe 
'preservation  of  that  character,  without  which 
neutrality  must  be  a  burden.  lu  duties  woald 
be  exacted  and  its  rights  forgotten.  The  import* 
ance  of.this  character,  even  to  our  pectiaiary  in- 
terests, results  from  its  efiepts  in  cbatroillpg  the 
rapacity  of  foreign  nations.  .  It  addresses  its^to 
their  prudenc?.  It  ofiiers  the  only  effectual  cor- 
rective to  that  temptation  of  nnmediate  interest 
which  the  belligerent  must  always  feel  4n  the 
plunder,  of  the  neutral. 

If  this  view  of  tbe  objec|  of  the  war  be  carrecc^ 
the  observations  of  the  honorable  gentlemaa  in 
respect  to  the  relative  value  of  our  e;cport  trade 
to  bngland  and  Franc^  lose  much  of^  their  im- 
portance. That  his  conclusions  indeed  are  aob*- 
stantlally  erroneous,  appear  from  his  excluding 
from  his  statabeats  (as  ne  has  himaelf  rematktd> 
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tike  whole  amooDt  of  track  to  such  coantries  as, 
ahhoo^h  'COmpleteljr  under  tbe  domiDiofi  of 
France,  are  not  within  its  old  'limilt  or  those  of 
the  Netfaetlatids.  His  condasioos  are  ifkt^ugned 
by  another  faet^  which  every  man  eqdatly  most 
know — I  mean  thbt  mneh  of  Amertdkti  prodoee 
shipped  to, England  is  consiimed  on  the  Continent. 

The  immediate, occasion  bf  the  war  then,  (if  we 
attribute  it  to  the  interruption  of  on r  trade.)  is 
greatly  more  important  than  the  gentleman  rrom 
Yircinia  hassupposed  it. and  yet  more'imperlant 
will  be  the  eifeCt  df  raanly  resistance  on  (he  char- 
acter of  the  conmrf-^t^e  effect  of  that  character 
xm  oor^banoes  6f  future  neutrality  and  prosperity. 

But  the  importance  of  the  object,  ittht  object 
be  unattainable,  cannot,  we  are  told^  b^  a  reason 
for  ^rsuing  it.  If  the  object  of  the  war  be  the 
^fence  of  national  character,  it  cannot  be  uiuit- 
tainable.  .Bot  suppose  it  designed  only  to  proctfti^ 
a  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Obancii— rbas  the 
hoDc^rable  gentleman  given  us  A  Very  consistent 
aigament  to  provh  that  this' effect  cannot  be  pro- 
doced? 

He  has  cold  us,  that  We  e^n  do  England"  littte 
injury  by  sea,  and  even  that  We  shall-  be  unable 
to  raise  troops  fprfhe  invAsidn  of  her  proviM^ 
in  our 'neighborhood.  As  to  the  injury  which  ^' 
we  may  do  her  at  sea,  the  number  and  enterprise 
<3f  our  seameti,  the  heat  approach  to  our  coast, 
which  t^e  vessels  engaged  in  her  most  valuable 
trade  must  make,  and  thege.neral'opinieh  of  naval 
men,  must  determine  the  question.  >  But  that  we 
flhall  be  unable  to  raise  the  arniy  proposed,  t>r  to 
oeevpy  Canadfei  in  less  than  five  years,' is.  aQ<as- 
sertion  too  humiliating  to  be  admitted  without 
proof.  We  have'been  told,  indeed,  thht  ^e  troops 
are  ooost  Aslly  raised  in  a  count^  which  is  ior 
vaded  ;  but  'the  opinion  is  oontradfcted  by  etpe- 
rieuce  and  reason*  In  the  moment  of  invasioq, 
«very  man  is  employeil  in  attending  to  his  prop'. 
erty,  in  rentoviUg  bis  family,' or  in  seisurincr  Ihem  . 
a  home  and  subsialence.  Dtiring  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  the  greatest  namber  of' troops  waji^  I^ 
think,  eoliftted  in  Stales  which  were  safieist  from' 
invasioii.  Our  counitry  will  pfobably  offer  asiarg^e 
hproportioa  of  its'populiKion  now  as  then,  and  this 
will  be  a  force  amply  adequate^o  the  occasion.   . 

But  the  ^entlemau  from  Virginia  cirnnot  see 
how  our  resistauce  on  laVid  can  remove  the^Eng- 
lish  Orders  in  Council.'  He  supposes,  however, 
tb^t  this  conduct  of  nations  depends  upon  their 
interest,  and  that  even  now  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  the  interests  ef  England  uo  not  require 
a  revocation  of  these  orders.  No^  let  our  efforts 
be  Its  weak  as  the  gentleman  has  repretented 
them,  and  they  wiA  pr6duce  to  England  some 
inconvenience^ -and  s6me  diversion  of  her  foree. 
If  it  be  doubtAll,  then,  whether  it  be  her  interest 
tb  <(ontintt6  her  orders  while  we  patieatly  submit 
to  them,  it  should  seem  certain  that  it  must  be 
her  interest  to  repeal  them  when  their  continu- 
aBoe  id  volves  the  additional  inconvenieacesWhich 
«ven  the  languid  wiir  which  has  bcfea -predicted 
would  produce. 

The  honorable  (gentleman,  determined  to  alarm, 
if  he  eaunot  oonvinoe  us,  unfolds  a  muster-roll  of 


apectres  which ,  haunt  bht  few  imaginatiohs  out 
of  this  Hoqse^  The  ruin  of  our  Constitution  and 
of  our  seaports  is  to  be  the'iaevitable  consequence 
pf  the  war.  But  are  these  dangers  peculiar  to 
the.  war  in  which  we  expect  to  be  involved? 
That  war  is  in  itself  an  evil,  that  it  is  not  unat- 
tended by  distress  and  bloodshed,  we  kiiow.  The 
honest  statesman  will  avoid  it,  when  he  can  do  so 
without  renouncing  the  honor  and  thp  essential 
interests  of  his  country.  WhcDC  these  require,  he 
will  mi^et  it.  But,  from  the  general  evilsi  of  war, 
what  conclusion  does  the  gehtlcndan  draw  ?  That 
we  should  never  eujgage  in  it  ?  Is  it  not  Strange, 
that  so  practical  n  statesman,  the  denouncer  of 
the  romantic  notion  of  a  War  of  honor,  should 
have  indulged  this*  vision  of  a  perpetoalp^ace  ? 

The  danger  to  our  Constitution  is  perhaps  that 
which  the  gentleman  considers  the  most  alarming. 
Arstanding  army  offcfrs  an  instrument  which  may 
at  %uy  time  be  employed  against  liberty* .  I  am  not 
afraid,  sir,  of  terms.  A  standing  ar^y — a  large 
regular  Ibree,  maintained  in  time  of  peace.  woi3d 
Ve  a  just  subject  of  public  jealousy.  But  the 
(force  proposed  is  not  a  standing  army.  It  will 
be-  employed  against  a  foreign  enemy,  or  it  will 
be  di^jladed.  '  While  engaged  in  war,  the  most 
timid*  politician  will  see  it  without  ajarm;  and 
on  the-returh  orpefiee,»the  same  cause  will  re- 
move odr  fears  tor  private  security  add  public 
liberty.  That  cau$^  is  to  be  fouiid'in  the  bill 
hpon  your  table — iu  the  ample  und  wise  provision 
for  the  future  support  of  the  soldier — in  his  free- 
hold. '  The  most  jealous  patriots  of  England  have 
considered  their  militia,  although  a  regular  force, 
as  the  natural  protector  of  pubhc  liberty,  because 
its  officers  are  re<iuired  to  possess  a  landed  quali- 
fication. Bot  this  security  for  the  good  behaviour 
of  the  officers  we  extend  to  every  soldier  in  the 
army.  Thai  these  men  should,  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  war,  leave^heir  lands  unvisited,  to  follow 
an  ambitious  General  to  a  desperate  and  disgrace- 
ful conflict  with  thbir  feUowcitizens.  is  impossible. 

Proln  a  militarv  usurpation,  such  m  the  gen- 
tleman so  much  dreads,  we  were  sated,  he  says, 
after  the  vfar  of  the  Revolution,  by  the  virtue  of 
one  man.  To  the  merits  of  General  Washino- 
TOK,  my  feelings  and  nnr  judgment  equally  sub- 
scribe. He  had  a  ijciind  too  great  to  he  bribejl  by 
title  or  by  pbwer.  If  a  Crown  had  been  within 
his  reach,  he  would  have  disdaifaed  it.  But  a 
Crown  never  was  within  his  reach.  The  men 
who  mostioved  And  revefed  him,  whose  lives  he 
might  4)ave '  commanded  as  the  protector  of  his 
country,  were  incapable  pf  becoming  the  slaves 
^f  any  despot.  I  will  not  consent^  sir,  to  demol- 
ish the  fair  fame  of  our  Revolutionary  Army, 
that  its  fragments  may  be  employed  in  raising  a 
monument  even  to  WashinOton. 

The  Constitution  is  as  little  endangered  by  the 
influence,  as^  by  the  physical  force  which  this 
armym^y  give  to  Government.  The  body  of 
electors  throughout  our  country,  is  too  numerous 
to  be  corrupted  bv  commissions.  In  their  expec- 
tations of  office,  there  are  always  more  c^didaces 
who  fail  than  succeed.  Disappointment  will  be 
stronger,  than  gratitude. 
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The  expense  of  the  waf,  sir,  is  Another  dai^r 
1)7  Which  the  mind  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
is  oppressed.  The  esiipoiate  for  the  Peace  EslaV 
lisbment  of.  a  former  year,  proved  inadequate. 
Military  movements  had  been  unexpectedly  re- 
auired  from  it.  An'd  because  a  peace  estimate  is 
tonod  not  to  answer  for  war,  the  gentleman  infers 
that  a  war  estimate  will  b^  equally  defective-^ 
nor  was  the  differejace  (unless  J  am  greatly  mis- 
taken) between  the  estitnate  and  expenditure  6f 
the  war  alluded  to,  %s  great  aa  has  been  suiitpdsed. 
The  estimate  was  for  the  support  of  jhe  Army. 
The  expenditure  was  for  the  support  of  the  Army, 
and  for  ^he  purchase  of  arm's,  and  for  the  biiilding 
of  fortifications.  •         . 

The  ability  of  this  country  to  support  a  knuch 
larger  force  than  is  proj^ed,  results  necessarily 
from  its  population  and  its  wealth.  By  wealth  I 
do  not  mean  its  incptne  in  money,  but  its  large 
surplus  produtce  beyond  (he  necessary  consuinp- 
tion  of  its  inhabitants^  On  this  circumstance  de- 
pends the  number  pf  troops  which  a-iiatloa  may 
iQaiotain.  How  can  it  be  believed  that  the  suV- 
plus  produce,  of  th^  United  States  is  inadequate 
to  the  support,  during  war,'  of  fptty  orfifty  thou- 
sand meUv  With  a  favorable  climate  and  ferlile 
soil,' and  an  industrious  people,  it  sho.uld.  seecd 
that  this  nation  must  be  able  to  sap{>oit  in  war, 
nearly  a$  large  a  force,  in  proportion  to  its  popu-* 
latfon,  as  any  othes  Slate.  Yet  Swaden,  with  a 
third  of  our  population,  with  the  severest  climate 
and  the  most  narren  soil',  has  maintained* larger 
ariDies  ttian  the  honorably  gentleman  sii^ose^ 
the  United  States  capable  of  supporting.  The 
expense  of  the 'iVrmy,,too,  althotigh  the  nation 
.  would  l)e  unable  to  bear.it  during  wav,  will  by, 
the  operation  of  the  fundintr  systeci^,  be  chieflv 
thrown  on  years  of  peace. .  Then  it  will  diminish 
sensibly  the  profits  of  returning  coipaierce.  Yet, 
it  is  true,  that  in  aid  of  loans,  internal  (axes  ipust- 
be  resorted  to,  and  these  the  honorable  gentlepian 
supposes  that  the  people  cannot  be  perdnad^  tb 
pay.         '   ■  '    -  . 

Sir,  the  people  have  ^aid  perhi^ps  a  thicd  of 
their  moneys,  to  the  experiments  of  the  restrictive 
aystem,  by  submitting  to  exclusion  from  the  Irade 
of  the  rest  of  the  world  ^  they  would' probably  pay 
yet  more  to  the  monopoly  of  England,  and  I  w^l 
not  suppose  that  they  can  refuse  any  aaorifice  of 
their  fortunes  to' an  honorable  defence  of  their 
lights.  , 

Bjut  our  seaport  towns  are  to  be  laid  in  ashes. 
"We  do  not  refrain  howeve/  frook  all  resistance  to 
the  Indians  on  our  ftontier,  because  they  employ 
the.scalping  knife  and  the  torture ;  and  indigna- 
tion rather  than  fear  would  be  excited,  if  we  be- 
lieved England  the  incendiary  wKich  the  hpno- 
rable  gentleman  describes,  her.,  I  do  not  yet 
believe  it*>  She  has  not  yet  so  far  renounced  th^ 
rules  of  civilized  wi^rfare^  as  to  attack  a  town 
merely  to  destroy,  wuhou(  the  intention^  or  the. 
power  to  retain  it. 

Such,  sir,  are  the  dangers  to  Atnerica  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  supposes  that  a  war 
with  England  will  involve.,  But  there  is  yet,  we 
are  told,  another  danger,  a  danger  to  JSn'glapd 


America,  inrbrck  cannot  raise  an  army,  and  can- 
not pay  one,  vvhich  cannot  injure  her  eitemy  at 
sea,  nor  in  five,  years  obtain  possession  of  a  coan- 
tty  on  its  own  borders,  containing  perhaps  two 
or  three  jiun^red  thousand  inhabitants— America 
is  to  S43byerl  the  balance  of  Europe,  and  to  destroy 
the  nation  which  ;he  same  .speech  represented 
,her  as  unable  to  resist.  The  Orders  in  Council, 
a  cooUauance  of  which  is  required  neither  by  the 
honor  nor  interest  of  England,  our  ineffectual  hos- 
tility caafurui^h  no  motives  to  repeal.  And  from 
this  rnefiectual  hostility  we  are  to'refraia,  lest  it 
subject  her  to  France.  Such  arguments,  sir,  if 
they  w^e  not  inconsistent,  would  yet  be  inad- 
missible. We  must  leave  the  case  of  British  in- 
terests to  British  statesmen. 

Yet  I  pretend  not.to.fhe  courage  which  caa 
vjew  with  indifierence  the  power  of  that  maa 
-who  rules  sixty  , millions  of  active  and  ci?ilized 
Europ^tinRj.wno  directs  by  his  sole  will  the  whole 
fbrce.of  a  people  just  escaped  from  the  yioleoce 
of  revolution,  and  uniting  tp  the  subpiis^oQ  of 
slavery  all  the  force  and  energy  of  freedom.  But 
even  although  England  should  fall^  though  the 
tridenl  aM  isceptre  should  be  united  in  the  bands 
of  the  French  Emperor,  she  intelligent  patriot 
would  pUtDie  his  best  hppes  in  the  unbroken  spirit 
of  the  country.  We  should  be  most  efieotually 
prepared  for  subje<;tion  to  Ffan<ie  then,  by  sab- 
mission  to  England  now. 

Mr.  HABPEK-T-Mr,  Speaker;  My  apolopr  for 
troubling  tne  House,  in  this  late  stage  of  toe  de- 
bate, iaiounded  on  the  peculiar  situation  of  my- 
s^f  and  .tbyel  people  whom  I  have  tbe^  honor  to 
.represent.  We  are  on  the  frontier,  neighbors  to 
the  Canadians,  and  kindred  to  a  portion  oi  them. 
Frpiu  ourconnfxions  and  vicinity  wetcnow  tbem^ 
,we  respect aiKl  rev.ere  their  virtues;  their  fond- 
ness fbr  .trai\quillity  ;  their  love  of  industry  aod 
the  rjural  arts;  and  their 'venftVatLoa  for  the  prin- 
ciples of  civil  liberty'.  Sir.  doubtless  these  peo- 
pie  wish  the  blessinss  of  a  free  Governinenl— I 
mean  one.altogether  free,  forin  their  present  condi- 
tion they  enjoy  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  lib- 
erty. They  are  secured  in  .the  inestimable  Mes- 
sing of  a  trial  by  a  jury  ai  their  peers-^they  arc 
exempt'from  thenorrorsiof  an  arbitrary  judiciary; 
they  are  not  liable  to  transportation  and  trial  m 
a  foreijpn  country;  and  they  cannot' he  taxed,  bat 
by  the  assent  of  their  own  Representatives,  iceelj 
elected  t)y  themselves. 

;  3till,  as  their  population  consi^tA  principally  of 
hardy  yeomanry,  from  the  eight  Eastern  States, 
who  have  emigrated,  thither,  who  darried  with 
thein  the  princip^s  in  which  they  were  nurtured 
and  educated,  and  to^wi^ichin  i^stive  life  they, 
while  with  us,  wereaccustomed«  they  must  revere 
the  principle^ of  oi^ir  Revolution  actd  Governmeot, 
they  must  sigh  for  an  affiliation  with  t^e  great 
American  family — they  must  al  least  in  their 
hearts  hail  that  day,  w4icU  separates  them  from 
a  foreign  liionarcb,  and  unites  them  by  hply  aod 
unchangeable  bonds,  with. a  nation  destined  to 
rule  a  condnedt  by  equal  laws,  flowing  from  the 
free  will  of  a  generous  and  independent  people. 

Sir,  I  hold  theao  people  in  high  ^estimation;  if 
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Bome  ot  tb^ir  fathers  sHnDed,  I  would  not  visit  the 
iniquity  on  the  children—to  them  I  would  extend 
the  affection  of  a  brother';  and  even  the  follies  of 
the  father  I  would  cover  with  the  mantle  of 
oblivion. 

Bat,  sir,  although  I  do  not  doubt  the  desire  of 
these  Canadians  to  be  with  us  associated,  although 
I  am  persuaded  that  such  an  union  will  advance 
the  interests'of  all,  yet  desire  is  often  opposed  by 
duty,  which  must  and  will  be  obeyed,  by  those 
who  are^  and  those  who  are  fit  io  he  citizens  of 
this  Republic. 

I  was  therefore  paineJ  <^t  hearing  the  sugges- 
tion, that  our  conquest  was  founded,  not  on*  our 
owB  strength,  but  on  the  infidelity  of  ihe  subjects 
of  a  foreign  Power;  on  mental  if  not  practical 
'  treason.  This  policy,  if  adopted,'  will  expose  the 
people  of  the  Caoadas  to  a  hazard,  which  they 
ought  not  to  incur — to  rise  without  a  special  cause 
against  the  lawful  sovereign,  or  toincut*  the4)didm 
of  treaehery,  and  a^  it  may  be  to  meet  the  conse- 
quent punishment  of  an  offended  monarch..  It  is 
cruel  and  ] unjust  as  it  relates  to  them ;  il  is  im- 
politic as  itrelates  to  purselves. 

These  lures'  whifch  we  offer-tpay  be  held  out 
by  others;  aifd  hereafter  the  doctrines  we  now 
iDcalcate,may  be  applied  to  our  own  dismember- 
meat  and  ruin. 

No,  sir^  let  us  redress  our  multiplied  inji^ries  by 
oar  own  strength  ;  kt  us  shun  connexions  with' 
all  foreign'  Powers ;  let  us  ri:^  in  our  majesty,  and' 
will  that  the  n<irthern  provinces  shiill  be  free-*— 
their  freedom  will  be  certain  ;  our  enemy  will  be 
puDtshed;  the  sava^s  will  be  held  in  theck,  and 
our  Oovemmenr  wiii  be  enabled  to  execute  its 
laws. 

These  prefatory  remarks  are  founded  on  the 
belief,  that  it  i^  the' determination  of  Giovernment 
to  noake  war  against  G^at  Brhain ;  to  which 
measure  I  give  my  assent. 

This  assent 'is  founded  on  d  full  and  firm  con- 
yiction  of  the  necessity  of  a  change  of  measures, 
and  that  it  is  more  prudent^  and  mord  for  tbe  iq- 
ter^t  6f  the  Qdvernment  of  this  nation  to  advance 
to  war,  than  to  recede  to  the  relations  of  a  neutral 
nation,  as  explained  at  present  by  the  British . 
Government.       .  *  *  '- 

Sir,  our  present  situation,  6f  all  others^  is  th^ 
most  calculated  to  depress  the  spirits  of  our  peo- 
ple ;  to  unnerve  the  Government  ^  to  demoralize 
the  citizens,  and  to  introduce  that  system  of  fraud 
and  chicane,  which  advances  the  unprincipled, 
and  beggars  the  virtuous j  which  creates  a  con- 
flict between  the  planting  and  the  farming  in<er^ 
est,  for  at  present  a  great  portion  of  the  latter 
thrives,  while  the  former  is  perishing:  which 
arrays  against  each  other  the  great  interests  of 
agriculture  and  commerce  ;  which  holds  out  false 
lures  to  the  manufacturers,  and  virtually  offers 
'seven  millions  of  dollars  (the  amount  of  \>ur  du- 
ties on  importations  of  British  commerce)  to  illicit 
traders. 

There  must,  there  will  bea  ehange  of  measures. 
'We  shaU  either  recede  from  the  conflict,  or  we 
must  vindicate  our  rights  by  the  swerd.  We^ 
eaonor  remiatn  as  we  are.    We  are  a  Republic ; 


ours  is  a  (Govern nrent  of  opinioh,  not  of  force. 
The  nation  demands  measuresof  spirit,  of  energy  ; 
it  demands  redress  of  grievances  and  security  lor 
the  future^-it  requires  us  to  turn  our  energy 
against  the  en^my,  not  against  ourselves.  A  sys- 
tem which  in  adverse  times  diverts  the  angry  pas- 
sions from  those  who  injure  us,  to  oar  own  Gov- 
ernment,: is  Unwise  and  cannot  endure.  Indeed 
such  asystein.  has  never  been  foQnd  practicable 
in  monarchies — its  success  under  the  present  iron 
despotisnr  of  Ei>^o'pe  remains  to  be  determined. 

In  former  limes,  the  House  of  Bourbon,  asmon* 
archs.  White  at  ^eace  and  ^nioyin^  general  trade, 
vainly  stroi^e  to  guard  a  frontier  of  France  of  less 
than  four  hundred  miles,  by'  an  army  of  twenty 
thousand  men,  from  the  introduction  of  German 
Ifices  and  silks.    They  never  succeeded. 

England,  where  more'  power  is  concentraM 
in  less  compass  than  ever  happened  to  any  dtbler 
nation  on  earth,  with  all  her  system  of  vigor  and 
terror;  with  all  her  fleets,  her  custdm-bouse  and 
excise  offi(;ers,  «trive$  in  vain,  even  now  in  time 
of  war,  to  exckide  the  wines  and  brandies  of 
France.  Her  public  men  retire,  every  Autumn, 
to  the  seacoast,  where  they  are  iodililged  in  these 
luxuries,  at  a  price  bv  rettCil  less  than  her  duties. 
In  pur  Revolution,  though  traffic  with  (he  Brit- 
ish \^as  pbnishable  by  death,  yet  tbe  British  army 
was  well  fed,  by  men  not  Tories,  while  the 
Ainerican  army  was  starving  in  New  Jersey,  sind 
so  naked  ^nd  unprovided  Tor,  that  their  route 
might  be  tracM  by  the  blood  which  they  left  be- 
hind th^m.  * 

What,  sir,  happened  tinder  our  embargo  laws, 
Which  were,  when  l^id,  wise  as  measures  of  pre- 
caution ?  Wher^  were  the  articleii  of.  provision 
th^t  perished  untler  these  laws?  Sir,  the  cases 
did  not  occur.  Everything  calculated  for  a  for- 
eign market  Was  sent  abroad.  There  were  not 
ort  hand  the  usual  s.upply,  of  these  articles,  when 
th^  embargo  was  removed;  and  what  is  more 
extraordinary,  without  any  mS^riat  alteration  in 
foreign  •  countries,  ther  fell  in  price  in  six  weeks 
after  the  removal'  of  the  emharlfo. 

Sir,  these, restrictions  cannot  be  useful  in  the 
presetot  state  of  society.  We  might  inflict  very 
considerable  sufferipgs  On  those  who  injare  us,  if 
the  laws  We  make  could  be  strictly  executed  ;  but 
we  have  to  act  fbr  human  nature  as  it  4s  ;  not  as 
we  might  wi^h'  it;  nor  as  it  ought  to  b^«  Aiid  in 
the  construction  of  (aws  and  re^ulations,'the  wis- 
dom of  the  legislator  i;^  not  n^ore  established  by 
the  iiitrinsic  merits  of  his  acts,  'than  by  the  facil- 
ity and  certainty  of  their  execution. 

History  Jias  proved  that  commerce  and  civili- 
sation are  twin  sisters:  they  g6  hand-in-hand 
through  the  nations  of  the  earth;  and  he  who  at- 
tempts to  preserve  thp'latter.  without  allowing 
the  former,  will  discover  in  the  end  bis  ignorance 
of  men  and.  things. 

Sir,  continue  your  present  stare  of  things,  and 
your  revenue  Will  be  lost;  your  country  may  suf- 
fer some  for  those  articles  >vhich  are  of  most  gen- 
eral use,  and  consequently  th^  manufacturers  of 
Britain  may  be  injured,  and  this  may  induce  tbem 
to  act  on  their  Government :  bat  this  nation  will 
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%»  inuodfited  wiilr  the  moroyalqable  ffoods — and 
wbatarer  of  suffering  (here  may  be)  will  mliaifest 
itself  ia  the  interior. 

^  While  thes^e  odnsiderationslead  me  to  a  decided 
opinion  against' our  present  attitude^  and  a  regaird 
for  the  Gov^rament  and  Dfttion  inspires  me  with 
tf  belief  that  it  is  improper  to  recede,  I  cannot  but 
express  my  regret  at  the  prospect  of  war ;.  a  regret 
which  sgnses,  in  some  degjee,  from  a  knowled|^ 
of  its  evils — of  the  peaceful  cbaraetei'  of 'our  cit- 
izeDB — of  the  value  of  .a  citi^^n  in  this  new  na- 
tion-^^f  the  shock  which  it  must  oiceasion  to  our 
tnstitutions-^and  more  especially  of  the  {jiresent 
state  of  the  World,  where  n(^.b<tIance  is  found, 
either  on  landx>roti  water ;  and  where,  before  the 
rights  of  a  peaceful  nation  can  be  fully  enjoy^,^ 
a  ju$t  balance  must  be  created  for  each  elerbent. ' 

Yet,  with  all  these  objection?,  I  am  constrained, 
hy  a  sense  of  duty,  to  give  tny  vote  for  these  war 
measures.  '.       ', 

Having  thus  stated  the  motives  whioh  will  in- 
duce me  to. vote  for  the  army,' I  proceed  tore- 
mark,  that  I  would  be  understood  as  voting  an 
army  for  |be  efficient  purposes  of  war,  not  as  a 
means  of  negotiaiioQ.  I  tiray  to  God,  that  be 
may  open  the  eyes  of  the  British  Qovernment  to 
the  interests  of  their  renowned  nation,  and  save 
us,  them,  and  the  world,^  frpm  the  ^ vus  of  the  im- 
pending conflict ;  by  inducing^ rhem  tofeturn  to, 
Us  our  injured  seamen  ;  to  refrain  from  further* 
Impressments,  and  according  to  .their  promise,  to 
revoke  their  Orders  in  Council  and  blockades,  Un- 
supported by  competent  force.  \ 

But  on  our  part;  negotiation  ls,apd  ought ^to  be 
ended^  We  canuot  offer  any  neif  proposition* 
Our  Adnunistratioo  h^  elhauste^  thei/^  own, 
our,  and  the  nation's  patience.  The  season  of 
action  has  arrived!  We  have  evinced  ev^ry  dis- 
position to  (i^nciUate-^o  make  reasonable  adlow- 
anCes  for  the  unprecedented  conditipnof  Europe, 
and  to  yield  thpse  portions  of  durn^utral  rigat^ 
which  are  not  copsidered  essential  to  our  exist- 
ence as  a  nation.-  Instead  6f  corresponding  sep- 
timents  of  friendship,  and  perhaps,  Imay^ay,  of 
sympathy,  we  have  met  with  accumulated  insults. 
Our  citizens  are  impressed  and  compelled  to  fight; 
not  only  the  enemies  of  Qreat  Britain,  but  their 
own  friends  and  kindred.^  In  every  sea  our^  flag 
is  violated,  and  our  merchants  are  ro6bed  of  their 
faard-earded  wefilth,  and-even  the  products  of  our 
soiL  In  ,oui'  own  watery  bvir  citizeifs,  in  theijr 
lawful  pursuits,  have  been  inhumanly  murdered, 
and  our  towns  partially  iavested :  to  cap  the  eli- 
max,  she  now,  after' a  fruitless  war  with  France 
of  eighteen  years — after  her  own  pomise  to  re  voke 
her  Orders  in  Council,  when  the  French  ediots 
were  revoked,  refuses  to  remove  her  obstructions 
to  commerce,  according  to  her  promise;  and, 
against  every  rule  of  the  law  of  nations,  demands' 
of  usy  most  of  whose  articles  are  excluded  from 
European  commerce,  to  dictate'  to  Europe  the 
terms  on  whichBritish,  hot  American,  goods  shal) 
be  admitted  into  the  Contineiit.  A  proposition 
so  monstrous  caai^ot  be  the  subject  of  a  discussion. 
It  b^peaks  a  determiuatioa  to  rule  us,,  and  can 


only  be  answered  by  an  aj^peal  to  the  God  of 
Battles. 

Sir,  as^to  the  force  eon(emplated  by  the  bill,  I 
have^  at  times,  en  tertained  doubts.  It,  at  first  view, 
appeared  to  me  scarcely  equal  to  the  attain- 
n^ent  of  our  objects.  Again,  I  reflected  <oa  the 
spirit  of  our  yeomanry^ — on  their  readiness  to 
avenge  oui;country's  wrongs — on  the  discipliie 
and  military  skill  of  that  section  of  the  Union  to 
which  I  belong:  .1  speak  onrly  of  that  section, sir, 
because  I  kno^  but  Uitle  of  the  state  of  the  mi- 
litia  out  of  New  England;  and  1  thought  we 
might  safely  rely  on  a  smaller  regular  army  at 
first,<and  a  large  volanteer  force. 

But,  sir,  reflecting  on  ^e  history  of  our  Rero- 
lutioo'^qn  the  time  necessary  to. (rain  troops  for 
the  field,  on  the  evils  resulting  from  volunteers 
Withdrawing  from  the  service  at  a  critical  mo- 
ment, on  the  doable  exj>ense  of  marchine  one 
corps  to,  while  aaother.is  marching  from  the  Army, 
on  th^  double  loss  of  the  labor  of  thes^  men  from 
the'  pursuits  of  |i8tric)ilture,  and  on  the  sage  adriee 
of  the4mmortai  WASflutaf  on,  so  repeatedly  giwa 
to  the  Revolutionary  Congress:  I  am  led  cooclu- 
sively  to  the  opinion,  that  the  true  interests  of  the 
nation  requii'e  ihat  we  should  raise  the  full  com- 
plement oif  men  in  this  bill  inentioned. 

In  addition  to  these,  I  am  in  favor  of  a  corpiof 
at  leaM  fifty  ttiousa^d  volunteers.  It  is  Jiot  pm- 
deat  to  despise  any  enemy,iiiQreesp€*cially  Great 
Britain,  who  rides'.  Q.qeen  of  the  Waters;  tod, 
nptwitbstaiid\Dg  all  her  employtdeat  for  troops, 
may.  furiitsh  the  Can^das  with  a  xsQOftiderabje 
launy.  At  this  momeiit,  sir,  her  regular  force  ia 
Canada  is  not  cotitemptible.  She  has  there  about 
eight  thousand  disciplined  troops,  and  twelre 
thousand  vpltmteer  mil^^  who  have  been  occt- 
sionaUy  traiqed  for  two  years.  She  has  emy 
munition  of  war ;  her  forts  are  strong^particu- 
larly  Quebec.    On   the  St.  [^awrence,  and  tbe 

?\tfSLX  Westcro  waters,  she  has  vessels  of  war  and 
oroes  to  be  overpowered.  She  will  have  all  her 
^rmies  well  provided,  and.  her  posts  well  prop* 
ioned  for  a^^reat  length  of  time.  The  poDulatioo. 
{which  prudence  rejquirea  that  we  should  ow* 
C0D»e)  is  at  least  thr^ehundr^  aDd  fifty  thoosaid ; 
which  will  allow  of  h^r  drawing  forth  aa  addi- 
tional body  of.thirty  thousand  militia,  ^ot  are 
we  to  stop  here.  Our  regimcttu  will  never  be 
filled  with  ah  efficient  soldiery  for  field  scrrice: 
we  cannot  calculate,  to  fight  our  battles,  on  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  number  we  enlist.  M»nf 
of  these  hnustibe  emj^loyed  on  difleKQt  services: 
you  Will  haye  togarrisob  their  forts  after  taking 
th^m ;  you  will  have  to  oommaiid  all  ^he  rivers 
and  passes  into  ai^d  out  of  the  country  j  you  will 
hav9  convoys  for  provisions ;  ,meo  to  guard  yoar 
camps,  and  all  the  evils  to  encounter  which  are 
incident  to  an  invading  force.  > 

Our'effbru  will  not  beliihited  to  this  enterprise. 
We  have  a  frontier  of  savages, ibr  seventeen  hun* 
dred  miles,  to  btidle  and  hold  in  &we;  and  a  sea- 
coast  of  as  tnady  more,  to  proteet  and  defend. 
On  which  coast  there  are  many  cities  of  f^^ 
ralue,  andconse^uently  prc»senting  great  objects 
of  plunder.    Npr  will  your  able  and  wily  eneiof 
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Ibrgvl  th^  moittiL  p^  tbe^MUstasippi'p«-ihe  potsesr 
sioa  of  Florida,  or  that  durable,  evil,  wlueh^  all 
OBderatand,  and  no  one  oof ht  to  depict.* 

Yet  we  bave  not  found  a  11 A  it  for  yoor  efforts : 
tbe  proviaoes  of  New  Brttaswick  and  Nora. Sco- 
tia nmst  falL  Tbe  Babamas  must  nobonf  ervaaooy 
iu»  As  iQBg  as  thev  and  llalifax  furaisli  tbe 
fleetf  of  Eoglaad  who  water,  naval  stores*  docks, 
wbarTes,  d^.,  so  loag,  m  war,  ibis  niUion.  will ,  be 
grieroualy  annoyed. 

Tkis  is  a  just,  tbougb  faint  piclore  of  tbe  efforts 
yo«  are  to  make,  and  tbese.  efibrts  ace  to  be  eoD<' 
tiaaed  for  a  leiigtb  of  time,  Tbe  idea  which 
some  advance  of  a  momentary  conflict,  in  my 
opiaMn  is  unfounded.  One  pation  mayjndiioe  to 
war — although  tbat  is  not  our'case-^it  takeartwo 
to  return  to  peace.  Still,  I  believe  the  eoeif  ies 
and  meant  or  the  nation  afe  ade(iuate  to  its  exi* 
geaeiea.  I  believe  we'ougbjt  not  to  despoad  ;  on 
tbeeoatrary.  Ibilve  no  doubt  we  shall  retire  ftom 
tbe  war  with  increased  strength  and  vigor.  At 
tb^aame  time,  Ido.aot  consider  that  this  conflict 
ia  to  be  likened  to  a  party  of  pleasure,  qr  that  the 
great  and  permanent  objects  of  the  war  are  to  b^ 
gained  and  held  eulusiVely  by  volnnteeM, 

Sir,  the  spirit  of  the  nation  is  roused.  Itde* 
mauds  of  us  firm  and  strong  measiUres.'  The  pub- 
lie  mind,  inflamed  by  indignities  offered,  is  turned 
to  war.  To  nuke  it,  is  not  cmiy  6or  policy,  but 
our  duty.^  To  make- it  Successfully,  usefully  to 
the  nation,  usefully  to  tbe  Governm^t,  requunes 
only  vigor  and  energy.  The  war,  to  remain  pop* 
alar,  must  be'|>rilliant--and  liberal  expenditures 
and  an  averwbe^ming  force  in  )tbe  outset,  will,  in 
the  ead<  be  tbe  true  economY^of  blood  and  treasure. 

Within  our  reaehf  are  the  am^e  means  of.  re- 
dress. Tbe  northern  provinces  of  Britain  are  to 
OS  great  and  valuable  ohjecu.  Once  secured  to 
this  Republic,  and.  the  St,  Lawrence  and  (be 
Lakes  become  tbe  Otitic,  and  more  than  the  Bal* 
tie  to  America ;  north  of  them  a  population  of 
foorouiliotis  may  easily  be  su^otted  ^  and  this 
great  outlet  of  the  northern  world,  should  be^at 
our  command,  -for  our  conveaience  and  future  se- 
curity. To  me,  sir,  it  appears  that  th€  Author  of 
Nature  has  marked  our  limits  in  the  south,  by  the 
Qolf  of  Mexico ;  and  on  the  north,  ny  the  regions 
of  eternal  frost.  ".       . 

I  eaaoot  ol<9se  tbese  observations,  without  re* 
markiitg  on  what  fell  from  an  honorable  oiembec 
from  Georgia,  (^lr*^BOup.)  ;when  the  report  of 
.the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations^  which  em- 
braced the  present  sufaject  in  itsabsuract  fojm,  was 
before  this  House.  The  gentleman  remarked, 
"  That  ten  thousand  British  tiroops-could  march 
from  Capada  to  Boston^"  Sir,  I  do  not  doubt  the 
siaeerity  or  patriotism  of  that  gentleman,  but  his 
remark  evinced  a  want  of  knowledge,  in  reki^ion 
to  the  country  pf  which  he  spol^e.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  turn  to  the  pages  of.  the  Revolutionary 
wmsj  he  uriU  find  tha^Qceat  Britain,  with  armies 
of  forty  thousand  men,  never  pitched  a  tent  in 
New  Bnglandf  except  in  the  then  wilds  of  Ver- 
moat,    fie  will  find,  that  the  pride  of  Bogland 

*Tke  slaves  of  the  Southern.  States. 


was  bumbled  at  breed's,  Hill,  by  men  /oaUed  from 
their  farms,  bv  the  tolling  of  the  tillage  bells  :' 
He  will  find  that  an  army  of  nearly  the  number 
.which  be  mentioned,  was  cctppled  by  the  im^ior- 
tal  Starke,  and  surrendered  to  Qates  at  Sara- 
toga, who  had  but  few  troops,  except  the  eastern 
yeomanry.  By  examining  the  pages  of  history 
he  will  find,  thai  ik>.  hostile  force  ever  passed  the 
smooth  flowiog  waters  of  the  Conaeoticut :  nor, ' 
sir)  do  Ihesitate  tosay^  that  the  army  which  con« 
quered  at  -Attsterlitz  could  not  march,  through 
New  England. 

This,  sir,  is  not  gascdnade^for,  should  the  trial 
.everarrive,  I  pledge  myself  to  my  nation  and  my 
counirvmen,  to  unite  with  the  hardy  and  patriotic 
sons  qf  the»North,  in  repelling  every  hostile  foe. 

Mr.  WioGBRY  observed, that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (M^.  SHBrrBY)  had  said,  ihjs  country  is 
'fiot  competent  to. go  to  war  ^iih  Oreat  Britain. 
This,  said  Mr.  VST.,  is  nothing  new*  When  we 
were  aboqt  to  enter  <lpon  aur  Revolutionary  war, 
v^e  were  told  that  Great  Britain  ruled  the  world, 
and  that,  if  we  attempted  to  gQ  to.  war  with  her. 
we  shodid  be  beaten,  and  con^dered  and  treated 
as  rebels  to  our  King'  Indeed^  this  was  so  <ionfi- 
dently  said,  that  he  was  at  first  inclined  to  believe 
it.  It  was  some  time  before  he  c<^u1d  persuade 
himself  that  two  uMlliohs  of  undisciplined  Amer- 
icans eould  cope  with  the  British  nation,  then  in 
her  full  tide  of  prosperity.  But,  said,  he,  we  did 
liptstop^then  to  inquire>hetherany  of  our  neigh- 
bors wahled  great  coats  or  blankets.  Though. we 
were  then  in  6ur  inianey,.  we. entered  into  the 
contest  with  a  determination,  to  succeed;  and  it 
is^eU  known  thai  we  captured  two  of  her-armie$ ; 
and  if  ,w*  could  do  this  w  our  infaacy,  when  we 
had  to  contend  with  enemies  in  our  owi^  coun- 
try, and  in  our  own  houses^  are  We  now,  said  he, 
to  be  iold,  when  ^all  "are  unanimous,  that  we  are 
nol  able.to  contend  with  the  British ).  but  that  we 
must,  like  cowardly  poltroons,  surrender  ourselves. 
and  leaye  our  deseendantsin  the  hands  of  tyrants? 
He  trusted  not.  We  are  now;  said  he,  three  times 
tbe  number  we  were  then.  We  then  met  the  Brit- 
ish Vith  eiffect,  and  surely  we  can  do  so  now. 

Bui,  w^are  told,  a  war  will  bQ  ve^y  expensive. 
Granted.  What  is  roondy  ?  What  is  all  our  prop- 
erty, ^ompaied  with  pur  honor  and  our  liberty  ? 
Itiis  not  commerce  only  for  which  we  are  about 
to  fiebt,  hnX  for jour  freedom  also^.  nor  had  we  ever, 
so  fa'vorable  a  time  as  the  present  for  making  a 
atand..  ^Nations,  s^id  he,  consider  their  own  inter- 
est; and  if  Great  Qritain  considers  her's,' shd  hhs 
ifiore  to  do  at  home  than  sb£>can  manage;  but, 
if  she  will  persist  i^  keeping  in  force  her  Orders 
in  Council,  we  must  defend ^ur  rights. 

But,  we  aie  .told,  the  citizens  of  this  country 
will  <^ot  enler  into  the  war.  He  could  not,  how 
ever,  believe  thai  the  free-horn  sons  of  America 
would  lie,  down,  under  a  caiculfitibg  avarice,  and 
see.  their  commerce  and  liberties  destroyed.  If 
this  were  io  beih'e  case,  he  did  not  wish  to  live 
ainy  longer.  If  a  Government  is  not  worth  aup*  ^ 
porting  with  our  lives,  it  is  not  worth  having. 

But,  we  are  going  to  enter  into  a  Q^uixotic  w%t 
for iiottor,  says  thegientlemaniroai  Virginia.    He 
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was  sorry,  at  this  time  of  day,  to  hear  the  honor 
of  a  nation  spoken  of  so  lightly.  Would  it  not  be 
dishonorable  in  a  naiion  to  give  up  her  acknowl- 
edged rights  wiihbul  resistance  1  The  same  rea- 
soning would  lead  a  man,  when  he  was  struck  by 
another,  to  endeavor  lo  make  his  escape  ;  and  if 
he  could  outrun  his  assailant,  it  would  be  well. 
Or,  if  a  man  takes  possession  of  your  house,  on 
the  same  principle  you  must  leave  him  there,  and 
escape  to  your  barn,  for  fear  of  enteringinto  any 
scuffle  with  him.  If,  said  he,  we  mean  to  act  in 
this  way,  we  had  beiier  break  up  and  go  home. 
Before  Congress  met,  all  parts  of  the  country  were 
ani[ious  that  they  should  gel  together.  The  peo- 
ple felt  the  country  was  insulted,  and  they  wished 
iheir  wrongs  redressed.  But  if,  after  we  get  here, 
we  do  nothing,  we  had  better  have  remained  al 
home.  It  had  been  said,  that  the  British  would 
lay  waste  our  ciiie.s;  but  where,  said  he,  will  be 
our  gunboats  at  that  time  ?  While  they  are  sta- 
tioned in  our  harbors,  he  defied  any  British  ves- 
sels of  war  from  entering  to  do  any  serious  mis- 
chief. He  had  a  high  opinion  of  the  usefulness 
of  oar  gunboats  for  the  protection  of  our  harbors. 

But.  it  was  asked,  will  you  take  advantage  of 
Great  Britain,  when  she  is  fighting  the  battles  of 
the  world  ?  She  is  not  fighting  our  battle^ ;  and 
if  she  continues  to  use  us  as  she  has  done,  I  would 
take  every  advantage  of  her.  Indeed,  we  must 
either  give  up  our  commerce  entirely,  or  defend 
ourselves  against  that  Power.  God  and  Nature 
have  given  us  an  extensive  seacoast.  and  we  ought 
to  make  a  proper  use  of  it. 

But,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  says,  Great 
Britain  has  a  right  to  lake  her  subjects  from  on 
board  our  vessels.  This,  Mr.  W.  denied.  After 
•they  had  been  duly  naturalized  in  this  country, 
they  were  as  much  our  citizens  as  if  they  had  been 
born  here.  But,  said  Mr.  W..  they  not  only  seize 
men  of  this  description,  but  native-born  citizens. 
I  know  it:  1  have  seen  several  whom  I  know  to 
to  be  of  this  description — sons  of  my  neighbors. 

The  Army  Dow  proposed  to  be  raised  had  been 
compared  to  that  raised  in  1798;  but  he  said  th^ 
comparison  would  not  hold.  That  Army*  was 
raised  under  the  pretence  of  meeting  a  French 
invasion,  when  it  was  known  France  had  Dot  a 
vessel  which  could  leave  her  ports.  Much  was 
«aid  about  the  ship  Ocean  and  her  passengers 
being  l^keo,  but  they  afterwards  arrived  in  this 
country  in  safety.  *rhe  people  of  the  United 
Stales  were  not  lil^e  the  people  of  Europe,  who 
knew  nothing  but  the  trades  at  which  they  worked 
for  their  living— saw  that  the  talk  of  French  in- 
vasion had  no  foundation,  and  they  would  not 
enter  the  Army.  But  the  case  is  very  different 
now.  The  people  know  the  object  for  which  the 
Army  is  lo  be  raised— they  feel  it— and  they  will 
fight  in  defence  of  their  country. 

Mr.  McKiM  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  offer 
a  few  observations  on  this  bill,  before  the  ques- 
tion wa6  taken.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  SHEPrET)  had  said  that  our  exports  to  France 
and  her  dominions  amounted  only  to  two  millions 
a  year.  For  himself',  he  did  not  consider  the 
iojory  of  which  we  oomplamed  aa  a  pecuniary 


injury;  it  was  the  loss  of  a  right  to  send  oor  com- 
merce to  any  country  which  we  choose;  for  lie 
prohibition  of  the  British  excludes  usfromind- 
ing  to  the  United  Netherlands,  Hamburg, and  Bre- 
men. France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy ;  to wbici 
places  he  found,  by  a  recurrence  to  llie  returr^ 
from  the  Treasury  Department  for  the  year  181: 
we  exported  ^oods  to  the  amount  of  upwards^ 
twenty-five  millions  of  dollars;  so  that  tbegec- 
tlcman  from  Virginia  has  matle  an  error  io  his 
statement  of  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars.  Aoi 
a  large  proportion  of  tlie  gentleman's  ar^umeo! 
being  drawn  from  this  statement,  it  of  courMius 
no  foundation. 

Mr.  Sheffey  inquired  whether  thcgfollffflii 
from  Maryland  had  included  nothing  k  his  esti- 
mate but  our  own  products? 

Mr.  McKiM  replied,  that  his  statements  ii- 
eluded  the  whole  amount  of  our  exporutotbt 
places  which  he  had  mentioned',  as  he  cossidereil 
it  immaterial  whether  we  exported  our  own  pro- 
duce or  the  produce  of  the  West  lodia  Isiioiis 
which  had  been  received  in  return  for  thai  pro- 
duce. He  had  included  Spain  and  Porti^ti 
though  there  had  been  a  subsequent  pennissio: 
for  our  vessels  to  go  to  iho^e  ports;  but  he  bid 
said  nothing  of  the  ports  of  the  Adritlic,asliis 
knowledge  of  the  geography  of  that  coontrf  wis 
not  sufficient  to  ascertain  the  precise  eitestof 
the  British  blockade.  If,  said  Mf.  McKWjOreit 
Britain  shall  be  permitted  to  interdict  os  from  a 
commerce  amounting  lo  twenty-five  niiWioMt 
year,  what  is  to  hinder  her  from  interdictiif  us 
from  carrying  on  any  commerce  wbnew;  but 
it  was  not  the  pecuniary  loss,  great  as  itwai^of 
which  he  principally  complainedj  it  ww  the li^ 
privation  of  an  indtsputed  right,  which  itwts 
our  duty  to  maintain  at  all  hazards;  for,  if  we 
give  up  one  right,  we  give  a  morlgige  upon Md 
endanger  all  our  rights.  For  his  part,  be  wis 
for  making  a  stand  on  the  presebt  occtsipo,ihit 
we  might  pa^s  down  our  rights  undimiuisbed to 
our  posterity. 

Mr.  Sheffey  said,  in  his  estimates,  he  bad 
confined  himself  to-  the  exports  of  our  {w«lw- 
tions,  and  not  the  export  of  articles  of  fowig^ 
growth,  and  insisted  upon  the  correctness  of  b^ 
statements. 

Mr.  Macon  wished  to  make  a  few  obscrrauo"^ 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill.  ^He  apprehended greJj 
inconveniences  would  arise  from  the  pa«i^.^' 
the  bill  in  its  present  form,  on  account  oi  its 
containing  a  different  arrangement  for  ni^iog 
the  troops  from  any  other  eslablishmeit  »■'*'* 
nation.  Will  not,  said  he,  every  new  oig»o^* 
lion  in  the  Army  introduce  discordance?  Have 
we  not  .seen  ihie  effects  produced  by  having  W[ 
dffferenlly  constructe;d  corps  already,  and  wiU 
not  the  incopyenience  be  increased  by  ft  tbirdi 
He  was  willing  to  have  woted  for  the  10,000  mw 
asked  for  by  the  Executive,  and  woM  afterwards 
have  gone,  farther,  if  necessary.  Bat  he  disi'W 
the  proposed  arrangement.  Had  there  been  ^dT 
complaints,  be  asked,  of  our  old  organintiooi 
It  carried  us  throogii  the  RevolutioQ,  and  N 
thought  might  still  be  relief  upon.    In  propot- 
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00  as  different  arraD^emeiUs  are  introduced  into 
le  Amy,  will  yea  introduce  di!*cordaoce  and 
DDfusioo.  An  army  should  be  but  one  body, 
nd  oqgbt  to  be  moyed  bot  by  one  ^oul. 
It. appeared  to  bim  that  this  objection  was  a' 
err  material  one  to  the  iiill,  and,  if  he  heliered 
icb  ^  motion  would  prevail,  he  woultl  now 
lOfe  to  recommit  the  bill,  in  order  -that  these 
roops  might  M  put  4ipon  the  same  plan  with 
bottealready  in  existence.  He  had  another  ob- 
tctioD  to  the  bill,  in  its  present  form.  In  the 
lause  girinff  land  to  the  soldiers  there  is  no  pro- 
ision  which  prohibits  them  from  disposing  otlt, 
vbieh  there  certainly  oujrht  to  be.  But  he  had 
10  hope  of  getting  any  amendment  to  the  bill 
Iter  he  had  seen  the  manner  in  which  other  ftl- 
empu  at  amendment  bad  been  made.  '  Com- 
NirlsoBs  had  been  made,  Mr.  M.  said,  between 
he  limes  of  1798  and  the  present.  There  was 
10  likeness  except  in  this :  It  was  then  usual  for 
Congress  to  pass  one  bill,  in  order  to  make  It 
lecesstry  to  pass  another.  What  was  the  sit ua- 
ion  of  things  pt  that  timet  It  had  been  emphat- 
«ally  called  the  *  Reign  of  Terrbr."  Was  not 
he  Rogue's  March  played  at  the  door  of  one  o^ 
ihe  roost  distinguished  members  of  the  then  Con- 
gress, and  other  acts  of  extravagance  done,  and 
was  not  the  Sedition  Act  passed  \o  prevent  U9 
from' complaining? 

Mr.  li  said,  he  should  have  been  glad  to  have 
voted  for  the  bill,  but  for  the  objections  whiorh  he 
bad  stated  to  it.'  He  believed  every  gentleman 
was  satisfied  that  something  must  be  done ;  but 
u  did  not  like  to  ptss  one  bill  to  knake  another 
aecesMry* 

The  party  which  opposed  the  raising  of  the 
Army  in  1798,  did  not  believe  it  was. intended  to 
operate  agaiiist  France,  because  they  could  see 
no  object  on  which  it  coujd  be  emplo^ed.-^ 
They  saw  the  black  cockade  moun|ed,4ind  ikey 
heard  every  one  denounced  who  did  aoi  mount 
".  But  there  is  nothing  like  this  now.,  If  we 
»y  we  will  not  defend  our  right  to  carry  our  pfo- 
wce  to  a  inarket^  it  is  not  worth  our  while  to 
DJake  it.  If  you  give  up  an  acknowledged  right, 
yon  ackoowiedge  some  superior  power*.  Why 
J»d ^«l«y  the  embargo,  and  pass  our  restrictive 
Jaws,  but  to  avoid  the  situation  i^to  which  we 
ntfe  now  got?  He  approved  of  one  of  those 
«n«twrei,  but  not  of  the  reat.  If  Great  Britain 
^owd  only  do  what  Prance  has  done,  there 
?[°"W  bj?  an  fn4  of  the  dispute.  Is  there  a  man 
™  'M  Hotise  that  wishes  another  attempt  at  ne- 
IWmuoa,  or  one  that  wishes  to  go  to  war  if  it 
could  powibly  be  avoided  1  , 

"^ •  •»«  now,  said  Mr.  M»,  approaching  ihat 
**^  of  things  which  we  ought  to  have  come  to 
J^  tgo.  ft  we^cannot  fight  by  paper  r^stric- 
^^  we  mnstiaeet  force  by  force.  'If  we  can- 
jot  do  this,  it  is  time  we  put  ourselves  under  the 
J;?}^'»on  of  some  other  Power.  Every  attempt 
5^»ch  hat  hecn  made  to  keep  off  the  approach- 
i«  crisis  has  proved  ineffectual.  As  soon  i^  the 
"^et,  which  carried  out  the  President's  Mes- 
Wjtnd  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
'^^OM,  feioraa^  if  no  redreaa  ia  offered,  we 


must  go  to  war.  For  where  is  the  difference  be- 
tween stopping  oiw  produce  between  New  York 
and  Albany,  and  stopping  it  between  New  York 
and  any  other  mdrket  ? 

No  gentleman  has  yet  pointed  out  any  other 
course.  Even  the  gentlemkn  from  Viro^inia,  (Mr, 
BHtePFET.)  whose  talents  he  very  much  admired, 
though  he  had  objected  to  the  course  proposed, 
had  riot  offered  any  other. 

Much  had  been  said  about  the  strength  of  this 
Government.  Some  think  It  is  not  strong  enough ; 
but  if  there  be.  any  strong  Government  in  the 
worM  it-  roqst  be  this  Goverbment,  and  what 
give<r  it  this  strength  is  the  attachment  of  the 
people  to  it';  and  it  is  as  strong  under  an  onpop^ 
ular  as  a  popular  Administration,  because  tlje 
people  know  thefe  is  a  time  approaching  when 
they  can  change  the  Administration,  if  they  do 
not  like  it. 

.  Wiih  respect  to'  our  getting  an  armjr,  it  will 
depend  vefy  much  upon  the  persona  appointed  for 
officers;  if  they  be  men  in  whom  the  people  have 
cotjfidence,  we  shall  get  an  army*;  but  if  not,  we 
shall  get  no  ariiiy'. .     ' 

There  was  something  in  the  history  of  our  af- 
fairs with  Great  Britain  which  had  not  been 
mentioned,  which  goes  to  show  the  stronsr  claim 
which  thr^  Government  has  upon  Great  Britaib. 
He  meant  the*  conduct  of  Sir  William  &cott,  in 
decliniilg  to  give  j\idga)ent  in  the  case  of  the 
Fox,  when  he  heard  the  Berlin  and  Miltfn  de- 
crees were  repealed.  So  strongly  was  he  per- 
suade'd  /that  the  Orders  in  Council  would  be  re- 
pealed in  consequence,  that  h^  stopped  all  pro- 
ceedings in  th^  case  of  the  ves^l  under  consid- 
eration until  he  received  instructions  from  the 
Ministry. 

Something  had  been  sard^n  the  subject  of  our 
export  trade."^  There  was  only  one  way,  in  the 
present  stat^  of  thinj^s,  to  come  at  a  knowledge 
of  that.  We  can  never  tell  where  the  articles 
exported  are  consumed^  Twb-lhirds  of  the  to- 
bacco shipped  O'Om  this,  country  are  shipped  to 
England,  tnaogh  one  se rent h  is  only  consumed 
in' that  country.  The  usual  way  is  to  ^hip  to 
Gowes  and  a  market. '  N^  reliance  can  be  placed 
upon  the  custom-house  books,  except  as  to  the 
total  amount  of  e^tports  and  imports. 

But  the  real  question  is  not,  as  has  bi?en  stated, 
th^  amount  of  the  loss  we  sustain.  If  our  trade 
be  confined,  however,  to  Great  Britain  and  her 
possessions,  our  produce  will  not  pay  for  its 
freight ;  as  it  is  well  known  thftt  a  great  part  of 
what  was  heretofore  sent  thither  was  consumed 
on  the  Continent,  which  could  not  now  be  the 
case. 

If  we  are  to  have  war,  said  Mr.  M.,  it  is  uot 
sought  by  09.  If  it  were,  there  would  have  been 
no  delay.  The  Horpet  would  not  have  been  sent 
to  England  as  a  last  step,  or  he  might  call  it  a 
step  beyond  the  last.  If  ever  a  Gorernmeni 
fthowed  a  disposition  tp  remain  at  peace,  this 
Government  had  shown  that  disposition  for  the 
last  seven  or  eight  years. 

Some  gentlemen  appear  to  believe  that  we  are 
not  yet  approaching  the  crisis  of  war ;  but  he  did 
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bciieve  it,  and  the  nation  at  large  believe  it,  and 
are  now  reflecting  qpoo  it  in  the  mos(  sierioas 
manner.  IVe  hear  no.  noise  about  It  aa  in  1708 ; 
there  are  no  noisy  boys'rai;Hiing  about  the  streets ; 
but  tbe,  people  at  large  aire  reflecting  upon  our 
siituation  ;  they  see  we  must  either  %o  to  war,  or 

Sive  up  our  right  to.  export  anything  we  make, 
[o  man,  said  he,  would  willingly  eagaffe.a  high- 
wayman ;  you  Would  rather  £e  should  keep  out 
of  yoprway ;  but  if  be  made  an  attack  upon  you^ 
you  would  not  «ufier  yodr^eif  to  be  robbed  with-* 
out  resistance.  Mr.  M.  sincerely  hoped  tbat  war 
might  be  avoidedi  l>y  Great  Britain  consenting  to 
do  u?  justice  by  the  return  of  the  Hornet;  but  if 
.we  engage  in  the  war,  be  had  no  doubfr  that;  the 
spirit  and  perse ver«ttc«  witli  wbicb  it-will  be 
carried  on  will  equal  the  long  suffering  and  for- 
bearance which  we  have  sbown^before- w^  were 
brought  into  this  situation. 

From  the  day  of  our  inde^dence  to  the  pres- 
ent, he  believed  ^hat  Great  Briuin  had  a  most 
inveterate  haired  against  this  couptry.  He  did 
not  believe  anythinig  of  OR^  nation  having  lov^ 
for  another)  and  the  situation'  ojf  that  country 
and  this  has  something  peculiar  in  it.  We-were* 
their  colonies,  and  got  blear  ef  them  r  itad  so  lt>pg 
,' as  the  present  generation  exists,  they  eanppt  love, 
us.  Nor  do  I  imagine  that  th«  present  ruler  of 
France  has  any:|frf(at  love  for  us;  the.  form  of 
our  Government  is  too  free  for  him. 

Mr.  M.  said,  every  reetrictive  myeasure.  having 
been  resorted  to  in  .vain.  and. all  our  attempts  at 
negotiation  haying  failed,  the  nation  i»  prepajrioi^ 
Sox  the  last  re9prt  of  King8,and  of  Kepublic^  too. 
^But  now  v^e  are  told  we- eanilQt  contend  with 
Great  Britain.  But  we  must  either  contend  wixH 
her,  or  surrender  our  right  to  export  any  of 'onr 
surplus  produce,  ^ut  why  not  contend  with 
her  ?  Let  the  worst  com^  to  the  worst,  we  know 
what  to  do.^  We  once  succeeded .  with  paper 
money,  and  if  ive  wer^  ckhven  to  that  necessity, 
we  could  succeed  agara  with  it.  We  have,  now 
manufactories,  of  arm;^  and  munitions  of  war,>nd 
whether  mpney  could  be  raised  ornot,  if  ever 
ibis  nation  engages  in  war,  she  engages  never  to 
surrender  her  4rights. .  -Every  war  is  an  evij^  and 
aifiongst  the  greatest  of  evils ;  but  we  are  com>^ 
pelled  to  fight  or  five  up  what  we  have,  except 
the "  return  of  the  Hornet  should  alter  the  filia- 
tion of  things.   .  • 

No  man.  said  Mr.  M.,  would  have  jnor^  pleas- 
ur&  to  see  our.  differences  accjommodated  with 
Great  Britain  thanl  should;  but  if  this  cannot 
be  effected,  we. must  change  our  situation  j  and 
though  he  could  not  vote  for  thisbill)  for  the  rea- 
sons which  heiiad  stated,  he  should  go  on  with 
measilre^  for  putting  the  nation  in  a  state  of  de^ 
fence.  ,  ., 

It  had  been  said,  thi^t  standing  armies  are  dan* 
gerous  toiiberty.  He  believed  it;  but  war  can- 
not be  carried  on  without  them.  The  war  which 
the  United  States  are  abput  to  entec  into  is  not 
of  the  character  which  has  been  given  to  it.  He 
meant  a  war  for  the  sake  of  conquest.  Its  objeot 
is  to  obtain  the  privilege  of  carrying  th^produde 
pf  our  lands  to  a  market.  ^  It  u  properly  a  waf  of 


defence ;  but  he  beUevedno  war^  after  it  was  ca- 
tered .into,  qontiaued  long  to  be  strictly  of  tkat 
character. 

As  to  meeting  Great  Britain  on  the  ocean,  no 
pbe  co&tem plates  that;  as  every  eenft  expended 
in  T^palr-ing  the  rotten  hulks  of  our  vetseb  wodd 
be  thrown  away  as  to  the  object  of  the  war. 

The  Hou$e  rose  at  5  o'clock,  without  takiog 
the  questioa  on  the  passage  of  the^bilL 


MoKdat,  January  6.' 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
ffom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  purBUioceof 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  26lh  ultimo  re- 
questing a  statement  of  the  vessels  which  bad 
been'  ^repaired  since  the  y^ar  1810,«and  the  cost 
thereof;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GaoNDYj.from  the  Committee  on  Foieifo 
Relations,  to  whom  was  i^ecoiamitted  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  Presrdfnt  of  ^e  United  States  to 
actcept  and  organise  certain,  vqluoteer  militarr 
corps,  reported  the  biH,  with  amendments ;  wbich 
were  read,  and,  together. with  the  bill,  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wedoesdaf 
next.     , 

'  ,Mr.  D.  R.  WiLMAMS  ^id,l)y  an  act  of  1808,  a 
reffimentof  light  infantry  was  directed  to  be  relied. 
This  was  cbnsidered  by  the  Secretary  of  War  as 
horse  artillery.;  but  ^the  bill  did  not  provide  for 
mounting  them.  He  .therefore  intrpJiiced  a  bill 
supplem^nt^r^f  to  an  ac.tfor  rai^iog^  for  a  limited 
time,  .an  addUtioQal  military  f<vcef  whieh  was 
twice,  read  ai^d  committed.        , 

DISTRICT  AfTD  CIRCUIT  COURTS. 
"  Mr.  BtACKLEOGE  said,  it  was  represented  to 
liitn  as  necessary  iq  make  some  alterauon  in  the 
times  d"  holding  the  District  Qourls  of  the  United 
States^  Indeed,  he  knew  that  "it  was  impossible 
to  holdlhem  in  a  proper  maaner  at  present,as  tbef 
were  held  at  Wilmington,  Newbern,  and  Eden- 
ton,'and  not.more'than  ten  days  was  allowed  for 
the  purpose.  He  therefore  propo.<ed  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 
^*  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  8ppointe4  to  iaqunc 

SitO;.  the  expediency  of  altering  the  times  of  holding  tbe 
istrict  Courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
North  Carolina,  and' that  they  have  liNLve  to  report  by 
bill  or  otberwise.^' 

'  Mr.  B.  laid,  it  had  alao  be^n  repr^ented  to  iiiiQ 
that,  at]present^  the  law  does  not  require  aoMe- 
curity  to  be  given- in  cases  of  appeal  uom  tbeD^ 
trict  to  the  Circuit  Courts^  tie,  therefore, i&tw 
the  following  resolution : 

'*  Rftsohtd,,  ThaUcomnuttee  beappoialed  toinqni^ 
into  the  expediency  o£  requiring  aeennty  to  kf  P^ 
in  oaees  pf  appeal  from  the.  District  Ceurti  of  the  t«- 
ted  States  -U  the  Circait  Courts^  and  that  they  n^ 
by  l^ill  or  otherwise." 

The  resolutions  w^agveed  to,  aadeommittees 
of  fire  membera  appointed  upon  each. 
COMPENSATION  Of  REVENUE  OFFICEBS. 

Mr.  Baoon,  from  the  Commime  of  Waysaad 
Mean^  «a  wbom  was  f eaommitted  ihetr  vaport  oi 
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tbe  thmieth  ultimo,  on  the  6eTeNil4[>etition8  of  the 
collectors  of  the  pons  of  Philadelphia^  Baitttnore, 
and  Plymouth,  (Massachusetts,)  aad  the  oaral  of- 
fieerot  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  made  a  suppie- 
mencar?  report;  whieh  ^as  read,aod  committed 
to  the  Comiaittee  of  the  Whole  oor  the  hill  in  ad* 
dtdoD  (o  the  act  to  establish  Ibe  bompeosation  -of 
tbe  officers  employed  in  the  ooHectioo  of  tjhe  du- 
ties on  imports  aud  iouoage.  The  report  is' as 
foJlow&: 

That,  on  a  farther  infestigation  ef  the  amount  of 
cBoluments  received  by  those  officers  during  the  years 
1806,  1809,  and  1610,  it  appears  that  the  net  einoln- 
ments  of  the  CoUeetoref  PhiladeiphiA,  fsora  the  97th 
oi  Augaat,  1808,  when  be  entered  upon  his  office,  fo 
ihe  doee  of  the  year  181Q,  (juicluding  the  .half  coar* 
BuaskMu  paid  to  the  estate  of  his  predecessor^)  amount- 
ed to  thfi^  aTerage-som  of  $3,^%  02,  annually ;  those 
of  the  Collector  of  Baltimore,  from  the  13th  of  April, 
1808,  when  he  entered  on  his  office,  to  the  close  of  the 
year  1810,  including  the  half  commissions  as  aforesaid, 
to  the  average  sum  of  $1,687  68,  annui^ly';  those  of 
the  CoDectpr  of  Norfolk,  from  the  year  1808  td  the 
year  1810,  both  inclusive,  including  the  half  commis' 
sion^  as  a^resaidj  to  the  sum  of  $921  82,  annually; 
those  of  ^e  Collector  of  Plyhiouth,  ibi  tbe  same  pe- 
riod, to  $1,963  92.  annually^  and  those  of  the  Naval 
Officer  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  same  period, 
to  $2«80d  29,  annually.  ;  .        ' 

Under  this  view  ef  the'  fiicts,  the  coanmittee  recom- 
mend to  the  House  Ihe  adoption  of  the  following  ree- 
olutioo,  in  Ueu  of  those-  recommended  in  their  former 
report  on  thu  sul:$ect : 

That  the  prayers  of  the  sev^al  petitions  oi  the  Ool- 
leetora  of  the  porta  *qf  Philadelphia,.  Baltimore,  Nerr. 
folk,  PlyfBoath,  CMassaohusetts,>  and  of  the  Naval 
Officer  of  the  port  of  J^hila4elphia,  ought  not  to  he 
grantaJ.  , 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FOROiT. 

The  House  resumed  tbe.coosid^sation  of  .the 
uofibisbed  business  of  Saturday  last,  and  the  que*-* 
tioD  depefMUoi^  at  the  time  of  tuljourament  on 
that  day^  to  wit:  that  the  bill  from  the  Senate '*to 
raiae  «■  adviitiofial  military  forec,"  do  piss  As 
amended? 

Mr.  Sfraif roRo ,  rantwed  the  ohsenvttions  he 
had  eommedoed  before,  the  adjournmeRt  on  Sat* 
Brdny  eTeoiag.  He  made  his  Ackooiw|edga«nta 
to  the  Speaker  for  calling  him  to  order  for  a  termi 
wikkh  wis,  perhaps,  a  leas  respectful  epithet  thao- 
shooid  hftve  beea  used  upon  the  occasion.  Ho 
wna  far  from  meanings  to  use  language  which 
shtvoM  girt  offiniee,  bat  hv  said  he  would  claim 
the  nvthofity  of  the  Chair  to  protect^  him  from 
iof^rmptToos  comin§^  from  other  quartera  of  ^fhe 
Hofiee* 

He  proceeded,  and  stated  t|iat  he  had,  before, 
expressed  his  regret  at  the  circumstariceof  differ- 
ing with  his  colleague- (Mr.  Macon)  upon  any 
oeemsioD,  and  more  especially  upon  the  present 
important  one. .  The  older  standing  of  his  eol« 
leagrue  upon  that  floor,  he  said,  placed  him  more 
in  the  relation  of  a  political  sop  than  in  that  pf 
anj  other ;  But  if  he  Wjere  natorafly)  what  he 
might  be  considoied  politically,  he  could  by  no 
meaaa  yield  hia  assent  to  the  pieaeat  meaaure,  or 


rpieaea 
of  it,  fr 


belteved  they  were,  With  so  much  mischief  toitha 
real  interests  and  happiness  of  the  nation.  He 
fVli  himself  only  at  issue  with  his  colleague  asto 
the  similitude  between  the  crisU  and  cauees  of 
the  war  in  1798  aod  1799  with  FranAe,«nd  the . 
present  crisis  jind  causes  of  the  proppi^ed  war 
with  Gkeat  Britain.  He  should  jiot  contend  that 
the  temper  ai^d  violence  of  party  had  grown  to 
the  same  eitreme  now  as  at  tbe  former  period. 
The  circumstances  under  which  Congress  sat  were 
▼ery  diiforeat  ^  Congress  then  sat  where  there  were 
streets,  and  alleys,- and  p^ple;  and  nbw^in  aiuty 
of  kittle  else  th^  old  fiel^.  Yet,  however,  the- 
temper  aid  intolerance;of  part^  zeal  n^ere  by  no 
meflM. unlike  that  which  prevailed  at  thf  former 
ptriod;  at  any  rate  it  may  be  said  to.be^soin 
som^  parts  of  the  country^  His  colleague'e  ill 
health  of  late  had  not,  perhaps,  allowed  iiim  4o 
/be^as  attentivje  to  tl>e  oracles  of  the  day  as  his 
better  health  had  allowed  him  to  be.  Astp  party 
intolerance,  what  were  the  ^igns  of  the  times  a^  . 
thepreseuii  period*?*  A  gentleman,  than  whom  a> 
mbre/candi4,  open,  and  hcinorable,  supporter  of 
the  Administration  was  not  in 'the  House,  al^ 
though  he  had  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the 
forc^ihe  Goverhment  .had  called  for,  because  he  ' 
refused  to  commit  himself  as  to  the  ulterior  meai^ 
nresof  the  Comtnittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  atia 
ventured  to  depict  the  evils  of  a  war,  and  to  dep^ 
recate  jts  confluences,  bad  passed  through  the 
Or^i  of  newspaper  aaimadversibn  from  Dan^ 
in  the  North,  to  Betrfhsba^  in  the  South.  Thia 
might  be  ealled^,a  aiaffie  case^  but  if  it  were  ne* 
cessary  tb  point  out  other  instances  of  party  dere* 
liction,  persecution,  and  neglecti  there  were  mote 
than  enough ;  and,  among  them,  his  colleague 
h^Dself  oouU  iio^beotbei^wisethaa  placed  pretty 
high  ia  the  list  ^, and,  although  he  might  he  in- 
different as.ro  anything  of  the  kiAd  which  related 
to  himself  nersonallv,  that  efroumsUoce  could 
fornix  no  aaitigatiaB  ot  the  spirit  of  the  times.  But 
\k^  was  aware  that^it  was  an  invidious  and  un- 
pleasant task  to  dwell  upon  subjecU  of  (his  kind, 
and  J^  would  forbear.  >      >' 

The  aedition  law  had  beea.clted  to  show  the 
more  violent  character  of  the  times  at  the  fornMr 
period,  and  alleged  that  it  had  been  contrived  to 
silence  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  datr.  He 
was  willing  to  admit  the  worst  that  coAld  be  said 
of  that  law.  But  he  considered  the  dumb  ruU^ 
sanction;?d  at  the  present  session,  under  the  name 
of  the  i>reeiotia  ^iietfHm^  as  a  more  direct  attack 
upon  tne  liberty  of  speech,  or  what  is  the  same 
thin?,  tbe  privirege  of  debate  and  free  discussion 
in  this^House,  thitn  the  other  had  been  upon  the 
freedona(  of  the  press.  The  former  contemplated 
silencing  the  liOeb  of  the  press;  the  latter  came 
home  to  ourselves,  add  went  to  put  down  a  meip- 
ber  in  bia. place;  to  silence  all  debate,  however 
interestiqg  to  his  constituents.  He  had  been  mis- 
taken the  other  day,  in  stating  that  a  member 
could  only  speak  at  the  ^^  will  judd  courtesy"  of  a 
majority  of  the  House.  The  rule  was  worse  than 
that;  one-fifth  of  the  House  could  arrest  debate, 
and  impoaeimataptsileoceupon  any  subject.  The 
the  doetrinea  growing  odt  of  it,  fraught,  aa  he  j  toditkm  and  alien  Inwa  iMUI^grown  out  of  tht  wtr 
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and  temper  of  those  timeii,  and  be' had  taketo  trc- 
casioQ  to  state  that  lik\e  bilU,  and  treason  billx, 
loo,  were  to  be  expected  in  the  traiit  of  the  many 
evils  to  grow  oat  of  the  present  prot>o8ed  V9kt,y 
He  had  not  intended  to  say  that  a  treason  till 
ought  not  to  pass,  if  we '  commence  the  war. 
Onoe  fi^volved  in  that  state  oC  things,  it  wookl  not 
be- expected  that  our  own  citizens  wouM  be  al- 
lowed to  supply  and  cherish  the  enemy  with  im- 
punity. 
His  colleaffue(Mr.  Macoit)  had  argued,  that 
'  po  one  apprenended  inTasion  frpm  Frince  in  the 
years  1796  and  1799,  and  th^reOore  the  iu'rafeff 
theti  auth^tzed' were  not  to  ha?e' been 'justified. 
This  ppsition  could  only  be  cprreet  as  it  respeofed 
the  Repuhiican  minority.  They,  doubtkss.  did 
toot  believe  it ;  but  t1>e  GoVefnment  avowed  tlfeir 
fears,  anjd  lustrfied  tbetnsetves  in' raising  a  regu- 
lar army  of  only  ten  thousand  men  As  a  due  pre-, 
caution  against  such  Hn  event.  A?  the 'majority, 
they  were ''responsible  for  the  security  t)^  the 
country,  and  no  one  bad  a  right  io  say  what  they 
did  or  did  not  believe.  Though  we,^hb  Were 
the  minoi^ity,  anarmy-oppoBingfninoTili,  were 
without  *iny  sucji  fearS^or.  belief,  how  stood  the 
facts?  Our  then  Envoys  to  France,  in  thei&de* 
sptehes  to  the  Government,  which  4re  ndw  on 
tne  files  of  the'  HQUse^  cotnmuntcated  coiiversa- 
tions^they  had  held  with'theiinderiiBg  agents  of 
Talleyrand,  which*  under  existing  circumstances, 
went  fully  to  authorize  such- apprehensions.r^ 
About  this  time,  too,  it  was  knowti  that  one  of 
the  finest  armies  that  ever  had  been  raised  -in 
France,  hAd  been  sent  uppn  some  dist^nt  expedi- 
tion, and  no  one  knew  where;  for  a  con^derable 
time.  It  was  at  length  asceitained  that  it  had 
gone  to  Egypt.cwith  Bbnapatte  at  their  head. 
But  whettier  Federal  distrusts  and. a  ppreheanions, 
as  to  what  the  Government  of  France  intended, 
or  their  agents  might  mien^c6,  were  such  as  they 

Efofessfd,  or  not,  it  Was  not  for  him  to  say.  But 
e  stood  prepared  16  repeat  wlmt  he  had  stated 
on  the  previous  day^  ana  could  proveit,  if  aec^^ 
sary,  upon  the  most  ubquestiotud  au'thority^au- 
thorttv  entitled  to  t4ie  fullest  Bepoblicaa  cred- 
ence, be  would  'state — that  the.  French  Directory 
did  meditate  sendinga  force  tothis.country  afthat 
time.  He  had  stated  what  he  did  ^tate  delib^r*' 
ately,  and  bad  nothing  to  retract,  on  the  subr 
ject*  *  ' 

*  Wa  are  informed  that  Doctor  Logan  is.the.autbof^ 
itj  aboVe  alluded  to*  The.  occaMdn  of.  his  visit  to 
France  at  that  timc^and  his  interviews  with  that  Gov- 
emment,  and  the  eharacters  near  it,  (says  ourinfonn- 
amt,}  mAke  him  the  best  authority  A)r  such  a  piece  of 
information.  He  affirms  the  obterTation  to  be  correct, 
**  that  the  French  Directory  in  1798  were  not  without 
some  views  of  sending  a  military  force  to  the  United 
States,  not  with  knj  intention  of  conquest,  but  ^aa  in 
Holland,  in  case  of  certain  events,  to  support  a  party 
they  considered  devoted  to  the  interest  of  Fr«pce.  The 
impression  made  oh  his  mind  at  the  time,  resnlted  from 
conversatioli'with  the  Marqois  Lafoyette,  atHambqrg; 
wilh  Mr.  Schimmelpenniek,  the  Batavian  Mmister  at 
Pane ;  and  .with  Mr.  Meriin,  the  best  informed,  nOst 
acthv  aad  infioential  mtmbar  of  the  Ezacutive  Dm^ 


Mr.  S-.  then  proceeded  to  draw  his  parallel  be- 
tween the  oum  which  produced  the  quasi  war 
in  1798,  with  France,  and  the  crisis  which  is 
now  to  carry  us  into  a  war  withGreat  Britain ; 
and  declared  that  he  could  not,  in  his  conscience, 
believe  the  ground  and  causes  of  the  present  war 
were  equal,  in  either  magnitude  or  character,  to 
those  of  the  fbrme.r  period.  He  would  again,  he 
^aid,  beg  leave  to  read^  and  bring  to  the  view  of 
the  House  one  or  two  of  the  many  outrageous 
decrees,  or  arreit^  of  that  Government  in  1798. 
'*'  ThjB  character  of  vessels,**  say  they,  "  in  what 

*  cotic^rns  their  quality  its  neutral  or  enemf,  shall 
^  be  decided  by  their  cargo ;  in  consequence,  eve- 
'  ry  vesael- found*  at  sea,  laden  inwlMleor  in  part 
^  with  merchandise;  coming"  from  England  or  her 
'  possessions,  shall  be  declared  good  prize,  who- 

*  ever  may.be  the  pVoprietor-of  those  productions, 
'  or  merchandise."  Under  edicts  of  this  kind,  for 
there  were  others  of  a  similar  character,  the 
Frencli  cruisers  carried  on  a  system  of  plunder 
and  depredation,  surpassing,  to  an  immense 
am.bunt,  atijfthing  we  have  experienced  since 
from  the  British,  or  any  other,  Orders  of  Council. 
If  it  were  otherwise,  how  comes  it  to  pass  that  Ive 
are  not  shown  to  the  contrary,  and  convinced  of 
our  errors?  The  best  answer  is,  it  cannot  be 
showii.  Let  it  appear  when  it  would,  theamoant 
of  our  injuries,  at  that  peHod  and  the  present, 
would  bear  but  a  poor  eomparison. 

But,  still,  to  show  the  more>  aggravated  charac- 
ter of  the  former  crisis,  he  would  beg  leave  to 
read  another  of  those  Ffench  decrees,  baring  ref- 
e^rence  to  our  seamen  only.    U' declare*, "every 

*  person,  native  of  friendly  t!ountries,  allied  to  the 
'  French  Republic,  or  neutral,  holding  a  eommis- 
^  sion.  given  by  the  enemies  of  France,  or  making 
'  part  of  the  crews  of  tbe-  vessels  of  war,  or  other 

*  enemy  vessels,  shall;  for  that  act  aloD6,  be  de 
'  clartd  a  pirate,  a|!id  treated  as  such,  Without  be- 

*  in^  allowed,  invany  ^ase.  to  allege  he  was  forced 
^  by  violence,  menaces,  or  otherwise.'' 

Mr.  S..8aid;  t^us,  while  the  British  take  oar 
sailors' to  niake  sailors  of  them,  the  French  deter- 
mine to  take.them.  add  ^aog  toem;  but  whether 
this  decree  of  the  Republic  had  ever  been' pat  in 
execution  or  not,  he  had  no  recollection  or  knowl- 
edge, but  it  would,  nevertheless,  hold  out  the  ex- 
treme career  of  folly  and  madness,  into  which 
that  Government  had  gone  at  that  time ;  and  how 


toiy.  The  two  latter  gevHemen  .mads  particular  in- 
quiry respetotingrtbediapoattioo  of  fibe  Repablieaa  p•^ 
ty  tO'rejceive  the  assistance, of  Fxajace.  To  suchiaiiB* 
nations  he 'uniformly  declared  that,  however  atticbid 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  to  France,  tb^ 
were  only  so,  as  for  as  the  Government  of  France  aded 
with,  justice,  and  consistent  with  the  principles  of  bir 
Bevblution,  that,  should  she  lose  sight  of  these,  sod 
not  only  coiiitinue  her  depredations  on  our  oommerce, 
but  shodld' violate  the  territory  of  the  United  Stales* 
^vcty  citizen  of  our  country  would  become  her  enemy ; 
that  the  same  spirit  of  independence,  which  inflaenoed 
the  citizens  of -the  United  States  to  oppose  the  armiei 
of  Britain  in  1776,  would  engage  them  at  all  Cbnes  to 
oppose  the  bottUe  attack  of  any  other  Oof^emment  oo 
•artk.'' 
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moeb  Uie  eommtrce  of  the  Uoi ted  Slates  must 
have  suffered  nodersueh  a  geoerai  system  of  law- 
less agression  and  outrai^e.  Could  it  ha^e  been 
found  the  policy  of  .the  United  States  to  resort  to 
war,  the  causes  were  fully  sufficient  to  hare  lus- 
tified  iL  Bat  the  Republicans  denied  the  policy 
of  war  ybr  commerce,  raised  a  "clamor''  afpiinst 
the  predonainaot  party  for  having  gone  into  such 
a  war,  and  ultimately  succeed^  to  oust  them 
aod  uke  their  places.  How,  therefore^  gentle^ 
meta  of  professed  Republican  principles  have  now 
found  out  the  poliey  of  going  to  war  ^r^oni- 
oierce,  and  for  a  commer6e|  ^eo,  unde^r  far  less 
embarrassment  and  annoyaner  from  the  Brit- 
ish Orders  of  Council,  than  formerly  under  the 
French  decrees,  it  would  he  for  themselves  to 
aceooDt  and  reconcile,  and  not  JLox  him.  .  Situ- 
ated, as  the  United  States , were  at  that  time 
as  a  neutral  nation  with  .respect  to  the  jielliger- 
ents  of  Europe,  he  was  one  who  condemned  the 
policy  of  the  war,  and  his  experience  wenl  to 
confirm  him  in  the  belief  thai  the  present  would 
be  equally  impolitic,  and  more'  injurioMs  to  th6 
nation,  as  the  present  w^s  to  be  a  war  of  aggres- 
sion and  of  foreign  conquest. 

But.  Mr.  Speaker,  sajd  Mr.  S.,  we  have  been 
told  all  negotiation  is  now  exhausted,  and  at  an 
end ;  we  have  continued  to  entreat  and  supplicate 
I  the  Grovernment  of  Great  Britain  in  vain.  This, 
he  said,  was  true,  and  could  not  be  denied ;« but  be 
would  askgeoilemen  if  these  things  were  qotmore 
degradiogiy  true  jn  1798?  Negotiatioh  wae  net 
ooly  tried  and  supplicated  in  vain,  but  our  nege- 
tiafbrs  themselves  treated  with  the  utmost  indig 
Diiy  and  ipsult.  When  their  despatches  arrived 
and  were  published,  communicating  thme  indig- 
Dities,  they  pervaded  the  UnionJike  the  latelearth- 
quake,an^  shookeverythtog  political  Id  theeentre. 
What  the  Republican  minority  in  Congress  would 
not  deiffo  to  feel,  the  people  felt  for  them ;  and 
whea  the  elections  came  round^every  State  gave 
way,  Bot  before  Federal,  excefpt  the  good  Old  Do- 
minion, Virffioia,  and  the  Sttte  of  Kentucky,  then 
called  the  chicken  of  Yiri^inia.  These  were  the 
onljr  two  States  in  the  Union  able  to  breatft  up 
agatftst  the  siorm.  When  the  ^leetlont  of  this 
yeas  came  on,  Georgia  give  way ;  South  Caro- 
lina was  then,  as  she  is  now,  with  her  usual  (al* 
eots,  eooteoding  for  lumor^v^i^  for  standing  ^r- 
miem^  tosapportit;  North  X^roliak,  too,  sent  up 
her  bmaagrof  respect  and  confidence  to  the  Gkn^ 
erai  GoveroiDeni ;  the  States  of  Maryland.  Del- 
aware, Peansylvania,  New  Je^ey,  and.New  York, 
addad  new  strength  and  violence  to  the  times ; 
and  all  New  England,  without  the  exception  ot 
a  Soite,  were  in  unison,  the  decided  supporters  of 
the  war. 

Mr.  8.  wd,  to  similar  was  the  ^irit  of  the 
fonofT  and  present  times,  that  all  t|)e  difference 
he  could  peroeive  was,  that  (he  order  6f  thebusl^ 
neas  was  inverted.  Virginia  «nd  Kentucky;'  then 
the  great  opposition  States  to 'a  war  t^r  com- 
meioe,  were  now  the  great  leading  States  for  the 
present  war  for  commerce.  He  might  well  ask 
his  colleague  now,  if  there  were  as  many  ak  two 
Stacca  opposed  to  the  present  warl    He  Aid  lUt 


know  himself,  but  there  was  certaidlv  not  more 
than  t#o  or,  perhaps,  three, and  they  tbe  smallest  , 
States  in  the  Union.  There  seenied  scarcely  any- 
thing in  ahe  causes,  and  even  circumsiances,  of 
the  present  war,  that  did  not  bear  a  strong  like- 
ness to  the  former. 

Mr.  S.  said,  in  order  to  show  the  principles  and 
the  doctdne  that  Virginia  then  advocated,  he 
would- claim  the  indulgence  of  the  IJou^j  while 
he  read  a  few  passages  from,  .the  proceedings  of  . 
her  legislature.  The  following  resolutions  passed 
in  1799«  and  are  said  to  have  Eowed  from  the  pen 
of  the  present  Presideikt :    • 

«  Resohedy  Thai  the  Qenersl  Assembly  do/ and  will  ' 
always  behold,  with  indignatioii  depredations  oa  our 
commerce,  insults  oq^  oar  dtisens,  impressments  of  our 
seamen,  or  mny  othec  injaries,  cooMnitted  on  the  peo* 
pie  ot.  Government  of  the  United  States*  by  foreign, 
nations.'*  j 

<*  Ruohedi  nevprtkeie$$,  That  our  secarity.firom  inva- 
8ion»  and  the  force  pf  o|ir  militia,  render  a  standing 
army  unaecessary ;  that  the  policy  of  th&  United  Statea 
forbids  a  war  of  aggression ;  that  oar  whole  reliance 
ought  to  be  onourselres,  and,  therefore,. that,  w'hile  we 
wiU  repel  ipvasioi^  at  every  hszard,  we  shall  deplore  . 
and  deprecate  the  evils  of  war  for  any  other  cause." 

These  resolutions  were  fgllowed  up  with  an 
address  to  the  people  of  Virginia,  inculoatiuf  the 
same  doctrines  in  the* ablest  m^ner,  and  of  these 
five  thousand  copies,  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  circulated  through  the  State.  It  would  not 
be  amiss,  he  bop^d,to  read  ^  paragraph  or  two. 

"  A  l^verefmonarchy/*  says  the  address,  *<who,open8  • 
the  treasures  of  corruption,  by  dktribiUlog  emdlnment 
among,  devoted  pifrttsan%  may,  at  the  same  tima^  be 
approaehijig  his  objecC  and  deluding  the-  people  with  . 
professions  of  republicanism.    He  may  confound. mon-  . 
archy  «nd  republicanism,  by  the  art  of  definition.    Ho 
may  Tarnish  oVcr  the  dexterfty. which  ambition  never 
fails  to  display,  with  the  pliancy  of  language,  the  se- 
ducti6n  of  expediency,  or  the  prejudices  of  the  times. 
And  he  may  come  at  length  to  avow;  that  so  extensive 
a  territory  as  that  of  the  United  States  ca»  only  be 
governed  by  the  energies  Of  monarchy ;  that  it  catt- 
iiQt  be  defended,  except  by  standing  armies ;  and  that 
at  canhet  Be  united,  except  by  consolidation." 

The  more  obnoxious  measures  ard  ^hen  stated, 
and  the  address  thus  winds  up ;         \ 

**  Pledged,  as  Ive  are,  fellow-citizens,  to  these  sacred 
engagements,  we  yet  humbly  and  ferrently  implore  the 
Almighty  Disposer  of  erents  to  arert  from  our  land 
war  and  usurpation,  the  scourges  of  mankind ;  to  per- 
mit our  fields  to  be  cultirated  in  peace  ;  to  instil  into 
nations  the  love  of  friendly  intercourse  ;  tojeufier  our 
youth  to  be  educated  in  virtue^  and  to  preserve  our 
morality  from  the  poUntion  invariably  iircident  to  hab- 
its of  war ;  to  prevent  the  laborer  and  the  husbandman ' 
from  being  harassed  by  taxes  end  imposts ;  to  remove 
from  ambition  the  means  of  disturbing  the  common- 
wealth ;  to  annihilate  all  pretexts  for  power  afforded ' 
by  war;  to  maintain  the  Constitution,  and  to  blsM our 
natioawith  tranquillity,  under  whose  benign  influence, 
we  may  reach  the  summit  of  happiness  and  glory,  to 
whish  we  are  destined  by  nature  and  natore'a  God." 

To  this,  said  Mr.  S.,  instructions  to  all  her  Sen- ,  > 
ators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  were  su- 
peradded, urgiBg  them  to  procure  a  levisioa  of 
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tb«  aet  saspeoding  oomtaKrcial  mttrtoursewkh 
f'nuice,  as.  havipg  had  the  effect  lo  reduee  the 
priee  of  tobacco,  a  priocipal  staple  of  the  State, 
from  ten  -to  thfee  <)ollars;  to  procure  also  a  re- 
duction of  the  Army ;  prevent  an  atig mentatioo 
of  the  Navy,  and  to  effect  a  proportionate  reduc- 
tion of  the  taxes.  These  views  were  all  eecond- 
ed  in  Kentucky,  and  the  doctrines  of  pieace  ear* 
ried  farther,  perhaps,  than  Virgmta  her^If  bad 
carried  them.  The.  zeal  and  the  talents  wfth 
whieh  she  enforced  hev  opposition  lo  the  oaearoi'es 
of  the  day  could  scareljr  have  been  surpassed 
upon  any.  occasion.  It  is  aertfiio  the  celebrated 
reaoiutions  of  'thai  8tat^  against  the  alien  and 
se4iuoa  laws,  were  oouch^  iq  Uaguagt  more 
strong  and  decided  than  appeared  from  any  oiher 
quarter.  As  to  these  things,  Mr.  Speaker,  said 
Mr.  S.,  yo^ttelf^  and  other  gentlemen*  from  ihe 
Btate  would'  be  able  to  hear  witness.*'  But  while^ 
these  things  w^re  passing  in  tUese  two  soHtarv 
Republican  States,  as  then  they  used  to.be  termed, 
what  part  was  thfe  minority  in  Congress  acting? 
They  were  all  alive  to  the  peace,  and,  as  thev  be- 
lieved, to  the  true  and  pernianent  interest  of.  the 
nation,  and  at  a  qioment  when  a  declaration  of 
war  was  expected  from  ^be,  majority;  they  {ire-, 
octupied  the  floor,  and  laid  a  r^solutio^  on  the 
table,  in  these  words :  *yRe9ohed^  That  ft  is  in^ 
expedient  to  resort  to  war  with  the  French  R^ 
public."  'This^  too,  was  accompanied  with  ano- 
ther, requesting  the  President  to  insttt(|ite  a  new 
biission  to  France.  The  cry  was^then,  afrit  is 
noW)  that  tbi:^  was  the  doctrine  of  "  sabmis^on,." 
and  ^*  non^resisdince,"  that  it  would  be  crouching 
to  our  ?oemy,  which  the  honor  and  iodependence 
of  the  country  forbade.  Mr*  Adams,  however,  did 
commission  tt^e  other  Envoys  to  France.  They 
were  receiyed,  and  succeeded  to  form  a  treaty. 
And  the  great,  solid)  and  permanent,^  interest  of 
the  United  States  prevailed  over  what  was  then 
deemed  the-  bubble  idea  of  honor,  and  had;  not 
been  since  called  up  to  assui^e  a  serious  aspect 
until  the  present  time.  ... 

^Ut,  sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil are  to  be  contrasted  with  the  French  decrees- 
It  would  be  acknowledged  they  both  exhibit  to  us 
a  deliberate  system  of  plunder,  and  though  alike 
in  their  effects  tipon  our  Commerce^  and  were 
alike  violations  of  «ll  usage  among  civilized  na- 
tions, disposed  to  be  just,  he  did  not  believe  gen- 
tlemen would  contend  those  of  tt^e  French  were 
less  violent  or  outrageous  in  either  the  Jetter  or 
execution.  Fbr  his  part,  lie  believed  they  were 
far  more  so.  That  French  dep^datipns  at  that 
time  exceeded  those  of  the  British  at  a,ny  subse- 
quent period,  there  can  be  no  qilleslion.  Mr.  3. 
said«  he  held  in  his  band  sojne  proof  of  the  extent 
of  French  depredations,  which,  he  said,  gentle- 
men would  Bot  have  it  in  their*power  to  deny  as 
authentic.  He  then  referred. to  the  convention 
of  1803,  between  France  and  the  United  ^tates^ 
where  she  stipafated^hat  we  should  pay,  is  part 
of  the. purchase  of  Louisiana;  $3,750,000  to  our 

*  GMieral  Desha  was  understood  to  b^  in  the  Chair 
of  Ike  LagislAtmre  ol  Kentucky  M  the  time* 


own  fluerehants  for-tpoliatioas  her  cruisers  had 
committed  upon  them.  This  sum  was  now  koowa 
not  to- have  been  sufficient,  amd  that  her- spolia- 
tions had  far  exceeded  that  amount.  He  wosld 
ask  gentlemen  to  show  that,  under  the  Orders  in 
Counetl,  half  thai  adMUnt  had  been  seized  and 
condemned.  It  was  not  enough  to  say  that  the 
principle  nvas  t|ie  same,  whether  one  or  fifty  ves- 
sels had  been  nigustly  captured  and  condemned— 
that  would  not  be  denied.'  A  single  act  of  wan- 
ton, wilful  injostiee  on  the  part  of  a  natioo.  might 
be  jostified  asa  good  cause  of  war,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake ;  yet  the  poliejf 
of  such  a  war,  on  the  .part  of  the  United  States, 
might  be  questioned,  and,  in  that  case,  was  not 
justifled  under  Mr.  Jefferson^  ailthough  a  case  of 
ihsult,^hibh  was^uperadded  to  the  very  wrongs 
for  which  we  are  now  to  jgfo  to  war.  Voder  the 
firreater  wrongs  and  insults  we  are  taught  to  for- 
bear*-*th«  troe  ^  policy  of  the  United  Sutes  forbid- 
ding A*  war  of  vggretoion" — under  the  lesser,  we 
are  to  figh^  for  our  honor,  aceotdinf  to  the  new 
policy^ 

.The  abuses  we  hav«  suffered  under  the  British 
system  of  impr^ment.  said  Mr.  S.,  was  a  just 
soured  of  complaint^  ana  a  grievance  serioasljr  to 
be  regretted  by  every  feeling  Ameri<?aD ;  but,  uo- 
-der  ^11  circumstances,  it  was  not  deemed  a  suffi- 
cient cau.se  of  war,  under  Gleneral  Washington, 
when  it /commenced,  nor  trader  Mn  Adams,  nor 
under  Mr.  Jeffi^dn^.when  carried  to  its  greatest 
extreme.  Mr.  S.then  turned  to  the  last  report 
upon*  the  subject,  made  in  April,  1610,  wh^  it 
appeared  nine  hundred  and  three  was  the  ao^oant 
of  the  returns,  of  which  "  two  hundred  und'eiga- 
ty-seven  bad  been  discharged  on  appliealioa,  thir- 
ty were  duplicaies,  ihlrty-loar  hpid  voluatariljr  en- 
tered," and,  among  the  refct.  some  wer?  found 
^*^ totally  ignorant  of  the  United  States;''  tome 
desertions,^  some  "taken in  privateers," and «<»« 
^'with  fraudulent  and  erased  protections."  He 
had  appealed  to  this  report,  he  said,  with  aeotoer 
view  than  toshowtb^c  a  great  proportiod-ol  the 
£on^ainU  on. this  aubject .proceeded  fron per- 
sona net  (itizena  of  the  United  Sutei,aBd  there- 
fore not  entitled  toomr  protection;  and^ withal, 
to  show  the,  grc«t  ntunber  pi  their  subjeeu  we 
are  ia  the  coaatant  habit  of  e^pptoyingon  board 
of  pur  ve^els,  and  the. extreme  difficulty  the  s4r 
jeci  presented  as  a  man^  of  negotiation  between 
the  two  countries.  Under  these  circgaMaacw, 
we  knew  ithad  not.  bean  deeoMd  a  good  aad^oj* 
fieieot  eatfse  of  war,  under  Genera^  WashiagUM  < 
Presidency,  nor  under  Imy  aubeequeat  Adminis- 
tration, until  the  prtsenti  it  had  been  always 
hoped  the  matter  might  be  aaootiated  tn^^ 
raqst^  in  some  amicable  way.  Mr.  Monroe,  iw. 
S.  trusted,  would  be  reeeived  as  good  aatbonty 
upon  the  subject,  at  this  time  of  day*  A  paia- 
graph  or  two  from  the  letter,  explanatory  of  his 
rejected  treaty,  would  serve  to  show  that  Mf- 
Jeffisrson  was  not  disposed,  even  to  the  last  of  bis 
Administration,  to  break  die  peace  of  the  coan- 
try  on  that  ground  i 

*'  Theimpwi^am^tof  aeaaaeb  (aays  Mr.  M<»^.? 
thit  letter)  from  em  neiahaat  feiMi%  is  atopiewh^ft 
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dsitt*  «  prinMj  ^ttotton,  from  the  order  which  it 
holds  in*  yoQf  letter,  but  more  especially  from  lome 
inpombt  coiisideratioD9  that  are  connected  with  it' 
The  idea  e9tertained  by  the  public,  is,  that  the  rights 
of  the  United  States  were  abandoned  by  the  American 
Commissioaers  in  the  late  negotiation,  ahd  that  their 
seamen  were  le^  by  tacit  acquiescen;ce,  if  not  byibr- 
mal  renunciation,  to  depend  for  their  safety  on  the  mer* 
cy  of  the  British  cruisers.  I  have,  on  the  contrary^ 
always  believed,  and  still  do  believe,*  that  the  ground 
on  which  that  interest  was  placed  by  the  paper  of  the 
British  Commissioners  of  Novemben  8,  1806,  and  the 
explanations  which  accompanied  it,  was  both  honor- 
able aJid  advantageous  to  the  United  States ;  that  it 
contained  a  concession  in  their  favor,  on  the  part  of 
Greet  Britain,  5^^  the  great  principle  in  .contestation, 
ne^er  belbre  made  by  p  formal-  and  obligatory  act  of 
the  OoTemment,  which  was  highly  favorable  to  their 
interest ;  end  that  it  ako'  imposed  'oh  her  the  obliga- 
tion to  conform  her  practice  under  it,  tihtil  a  moik^e  eom^ 
plete  anengemant  should  be  etmdvdcd,  te  the  jnat 
claiflM  of  the  Ufaitcd  States." 

He  forther  add?,  in  tifother  place: 

"  It  was  the  more  to  be  presumed,  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  willing  to  accept,  in  the  mode  which  it  pro- 
posed, the  condition  wRich  we  might  be  able  to  obtain 
in  the  other,  from  the  consideration,  that  t^ie  latter  were 
under  its  view  at  the  time  the  instructions  were  given, 
by  the  paper  of  the  British  Commissioners,  of  Novem- 
ber 8,  and  our  letter.of  the  IHh,  and  the  certainty  with 
wbich  it,  (the  Oovemaient,)  as  well  as  we,  must  have 
been  jmpiessed,  thai  in<M-e  favorable  conditions  could 
not  be  expected.-'  .And  again:  ''The  Govejrnment 
WM  equally  wiUing^  with  us,  to  enter  into  some  a;.- 
rangement,  which  would  prfserve,  the  peace  qf  the 
coun^,  although.it  should  not  acooi;nplifih  the  object 
which  had  been  so  ardently  desired*''    ' 

JAore  on  this  bead  aee4  oot  be  added,  a3  k  is 
most  oaaoifest,  if  war  was  to  grow  out  of  im^ 
preaMnent,  ihat  tt  ought  to  have  beeu  declared 
while  the  Chesapeake  affair  hong  over  us,  as  that 
disgraceful  oeearreDpe  grew  out  of  itspressmeot. 
Boi  Mr.  Jefferson  cherished  a  different  policy ,* 
aad  wo«ld  001  call  Confess  on  the  oceasioQ. 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.S.,  if  vre  are  to  raise  the 
proposed  ajnay ,  eomoieace  a  war  of  eonqaest, 
take  possession  of,  the  Caoadas^  and,  afterwards, 
as  the  gcBtlefnita  fW)m  New  Haittiptiire  (Mr. 
HaRisE>  tells  QS)  we  afe  to  tora  our  atfen|ion  to 
the  Bahama  Islhads,  and  eoaqaer  theiaaiso,  when 
and  whete  is  this  spirit  ef-coDquest  and  domipioB 
to  end  7  U  we  ffadnlge  in  it,  then  are  we  to  be 
orerwhelned  with  all  the  miseries  of  poormi^er- 
able  fiorope^ fisr  there  can  be  bo  end  to  waraof* 
ambittoe  aM  ceaqoesf.  From  a  ooaBcion^nesSf 
OQ  ti»  part  x>f  Qreat  Bfitain,  that  we  oonld  take 
posaeaiiion  of  the  Chnadas,  he  Mieved  she  bad 
forborne  to  make  direct  war  ^pon  us  before  now. 
She  was  ndt  rery  sqaecmish  on  the  anhjeet  of 
WW ;  and  when  we  pirohibtt  all  trade  with  her, 
which,  he  believed,  it  was  just  and  right  to  do, 
she  bad  no  interest  in  aneaee  with  us.  Thus 
the  Canadas,  he  obserTcd,  had  served  as  ^s  -a 
pledge  for  her  better  behavioar.  He  wonld  rather 
they  sbo^hl  remain  that  pledge,  than  possess  onr- 
selres  of  them,  and  then  not  know  what  to  do 
with  them  afterwards.  It  waa  imposMbie  for  the 
ISth  Coiv.  Isi  S£ss.— )S2 


United  States  to  hold  and  govern  them.  If  we 
did<  we  must  infuse  a  little  more  energy  into  our 
system  ofQovernment  than  it  had  at  preseoi— > 
the  energy  of  standing  armies  and  standing  taxes. 
Great  Britfiib;  sir,  said  he,  deserves  war  at  our 
bands,  deserves  to  be  chastised,  and  made  to  be 
just,  if  we  had  the  poWer  to  do  it.  But  we  are  a 
your^g  nation,  and  have  not  the  power.  Tb  at- 
tempt it.  is  but  to  thro^  aside  our  pacific  charac- 
ter, and  put  On  that  of  a  belligerent  military  one  ; 
in  fact,  to  inflict  ruin  npon  ourselves.    She  strug- 

?^les,*  sir,  for  her  existence ;  and  if  she  meets  her 
ate,  it  will  h^^e  proceeded  from  (he  madness  of 
her  own  'Cdnncih,  and  the  folly  of  her  own  meas* 
ure5.  Her  conduct  concitiates  no  American  feel- 
ings in  her  beiialf ;  it  ought  not.  But  shall  we^ 
therefore,  permit  ourselves  to  fall  into  the  same 
mtidness  in  our  6oi!incils^  and  commit  like  fdlly 
in  our  measures?  Can  we  persuade  ourselves, 
that  a  ^^  warof  aggression"  and  conquest  can  suit 
the  great  agricutmral  interests  of  our  country? 
Will  it  subserve  the  interests  of  commerce  itself, 
or,  indeed,  any  other  interest,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  world  ?  Thoqg^h  not  impossible  to  hope, 
it  was  certainly  not  reasonable  to  expect  it.  The 
vexations  of  our  commerce,  from  the  one  or  the 
other  of  the  Bellisrerenls,  since  the  French  Revo- 
lution commenced,  had  continued,  without  inter- 
ruption, during  their  want  to  the  present  time, 
and  afforded  just  catlse  of  war  to  the  United 
States,  bot^  the  policy  and  expediency  of  it  was 
denied,  on  the  flepubtican  ^ideof  the  question,  at 
all  tfmes.  ' 

Notwithstanding,  sir,  w^at  gentlemen  may  say. 
we  arc  at  present  the  freestj  happiest,  and  most 
prosperdus  people  upon  earth,  combiniog  the 
view  of  our  internal  improvements,  with  our  ex- 
ternal commerce.  .It  ranybe  well  said,  our  mer- 
chants are  the  Jasons  of  the  day,  and  are  literal- 
ly fetchin|f  away  frOm  Portugal  and*  Spain  the 
golden  fleece,- and' leaving  Great  Britain  anc! 
France  to  contend  for  the  carcass.   Such  was  the 

8 rice. and. such  the  demtmd,  for  our  wheat  and 
our  in  those  (ounlries.  The  trdh  is,  sir,  that 
the  great  commercial  question  is  between  the 
United  States  and'  Ffancej  and  her  continental 
svstem.*'  Her  miinicipkl  regulations,  and  herex- 
closion  of  our  commerce,  deprives  the  Southern 
States  of  their  greatest  and  best  markets  for  their 
tobacco  9nd  cotton.  These  articles  are  not  worth 
taking  to  market,  and,  without  jsome  change  in 
Bonaparte's'  system,  never  like  to  be  so  a^in. 
That  this  is  the  state  of  the  case,  gentlemen  can- 
not deny  ^^  communication  from  the  French 
Minister,  and  other dcjcuments on  the  table,  goto 
show  it.  The  President,  in  his  Message,  has 
recommended  to  Congress  to  adopt  countervail- 
ing measures,  but  nothing  has  been  yet  done. 
British  injustice  has  been  justly  met  with  the 
h  on -importation  law — a  countervailing  system, 
aoch  as  has  been  relied  upon  theretofore,  under 

*  Qy  a  late  report  of  the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury, 
it  appears  we  export  of  our  natire  productions  to  Great 

Britain $20,308,275 

To  Francs  and  Italy,  only     •       .     -  .      1,19M75 
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Mr.  Jeffersoo's  Adn^ioistratioD,  to  Mi?e  the  tJnited 
States  from  the  calamities  of  a  wac — aod  was 
such  a  ooe  as  roust  operate,  and  did  operate,  with 
as  mdch  effect  upon  the  eaemy  as  the  cootem- 
plated  war  coulcC  do,  and  with  far  less  evil  effects 
upon  our  own  intereslts  and  happine^ss.'  .The  law 
in  question  did  not  itself  propose  to  the  belliger- 
ents to  go  farther  than  to  enforce  noo-intercourse 
with  that  one  which  should  not  repeal 'her  edicts; 
and,  for  one,  he  was  pot  disposed  togo  farther. 

Mr.  8.  said  he  had  opposed  the  war;  and  the 
measures  leading  to  it,  as  impoliilc  and  unjust, 
jn  Mr.  Adams's  iime,^nd  should  not  fieel  himself 
an  honestand  consistent  politician  not  to  oppose  the 
war  now  contemplated. '  It  would  be  for  others  to 
reconcile  the  old  Republican  policy,  wah  the  new, 
in  their  own  way ;  it  was  not  in  bis  power  to  do 
it.  The  affajr  or  the  Chesapeake  taken  out  of  the' 
question,  the  state  pf  the\:ase  was  plain  and  easy. 
The  amount  of  French  depredations  is  known  to 
have*been  nearly  four  millions  at  (hat  period,  for 
w^  paid  it  tO'Our  own  merchants  aococdiog  to 
the  convention  of  ISQS^  aod  the  character  of  thei 
belligerent  edicts  aire  before  us.  We  can  n^e  and 
compare  them  for  ourselves.  We  predicate  the 
present  war  without  equal  data^  upon  an  alleged 
amount  of  wrongs. 

If,  sir,  we  pass  the  bill  before  us  to  raise  the 
twenty-five  thousand  men,it  will  be  rather  a  Con- 
ffre&sional  tban  a  Presidential  army*  The  Pres- 
ident, under  his  view  of  the  occasion,  reeonxm^nds* 
an  additional  force  of  ten  thousand  m^  as  sufA- 
cient  to  put  the  country  in  that  armor  and  atti- 
tude which  he  deemed  ptoyet  io  meet  t|^e  cf  l^is ; 
and  still,  not  with  views  otlmmediale  war.  so  far 
as  we  know,  we  ntake  it  twenty-five  thousand, 
and  declare  them  for  purposes  of  immediate  war. 
All  this  may  be,  as  it  should  be,  ai  just  and  wise 
course,  but  it  appeared  to  him. like  supporting  the 
Administration  over  mueh.  -He  wAs  willing  to 
support  it.  and  go  with  the  m ajar i t  jr  «0  long  as 
they  adhered  to  the  principles  which  brought 
them  into  power,  and  no  longerl 

Mr.  Stow. — Mr.  Speaker,  as  I  am  n6c  in  the 
habit  of  occupying  the  time  of  this  House,  I  thim 
th^y  will  Tisten  to  the  few  observations  I  am  aboiit 
to  make  with  patience.  The  sufiject  is  of  the  ut- 
most importanoe,  and  as  it  is  my  UMsfortuqe  tq> 
differ  in  opinion  with  most  of  my  political  friends, 
it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  this  Hbuse^  to  my  qonatiiu- 
ents,  and  to  myself,  to  make  some  explanation. 

We  arq  this  day  called  upon,  Mr.  Speaker,  (o 
decide  th'e  most  momentous  question  which  has 
ever  came  before  the  Legislature  of  this  oountry 
since  the  Declaration  of  lodependenoe.'-.  Oo  oUr 
decision  hang  th^  future  destinies  of  our  ooantrjr. 
Peace  and  war  are  alike  before  us.  Our  determi- 
nation, is,  in  my  opinion,  to  pronounce  whether 
this  country  shall  have  peace,  plenty,  laws,  liberty 
and  rational  religion  ;  or  whether'we  shall  have 
not  a  single  war,  of  two,  six  or  eight  years,  as  the 
case  may  be— but  whether^  by. one  war,  we  shall 
create  an  interest  which  will  [)lunge  us  into,  ail 
the  future  wars  which  shall  agitate  the  civilized 
world.  But  we  are  told  that  whenever  a  nation 
is  injured,  honoc  imperiously  «aUi  it  to  wtr-^bat 


we  mnst^ht-pthat  it  is  dishonorable  tocalcnlate. 
I  deny  that  honor  or  prudence  requires  the  in- 
discriminate resistance  of  injury,  either  in  an  in* 
dividual  or  io  a  nation :  how  long  to-.bear,  and 
when  to  resist,  is  the  province  of  reason  to  decide, 
not  of  passion— it  is  the  business  of  sound  calcu- 
lation ;  it  must  be  determined  from  an  enlightened 
view  of  all  the  attendant  circifmstances.  Among 
these  oircumsfances  I  readily  admit^  that  the  re- 
putation of  courage,  the  character  of  avengiog 
wrongs,  is  entitled  to  great  consideration,  inas- 
much as  it  often  prevents  future  insult  and  injury. 
It  is  wisdom  to  determine  on  the  best  course,  and 
when  that  course  is  determined  on,  it  is  courage 
firmly  ta  pursue  it;  and  it  is  honorable  to  listen 
itlike  to  the  dictates  of  wisdom,  as  well  as  of  cour- 
age. I  confess  X  am  too  proud  to  caUulatt^in 
the  lan|[aa^e  of  enrerf ing  truth)  "  to  sit  down  and 
count  \h9  cost." 

For  what  do  we  jfo  to  war?  Not  for  the  com- 
forts or  conveniences  of  life— irot  for  our  lands, 
our  wives,  our  children,  oup  families— not  for  our 
laws,  our  liberties,  dr,  our  institutions  :  <ali  these  we 
have,  tnd  they  are  safe,  F*or  1  do  maintaiji,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that^  our  country  k^  essentially  prosper- 
ous. It  is  highly  so,  when  compared  with  any 
other  country^,  Dur  agriculture  and  manufactures 
are  daily  improving.  Where  is  the  person  in 
Atnerica  who  suffers  for  want  of  the  necessaries 
of  life  1— for  food,  clothing  or  shelter?  Where 
are  the  children  who  want  instruction,  or  who  jfo 
hdngry^tc^  bed?.  If  we  ^o  to  war,  it  will  be  tot 
loturie«,not  for  necessaries.  I  know  that  cros'^lcr' 
able  difficulties  Mtist  in  our  mereaniile  towns 
from  theinterrnptionbf  trade,  and  I  deeply  regret 
tbem;  but  many  of  the  evils  of  which  we  com- 
plain have  not  !«pirung  from  foreign  injury— they 
are  artificial— -tiiey  have  grown  out  of  out"  exten- 
sive system  of  banking.  9f  means  of  banks, 
credit  hat  been  obtain^  easily— rmoney  bft-^  ap- 
peared plenty:  we  iiave  been  .-too  extravagant  in 
our  expenses^  and  wcHMHre-eontranted  debts  with 
too  much  facility.  War  will  not  remedy  these 
eyils— it  will  not  pty  our  debts,  but  it  will  increase 
tbe  4t8ordeir,.  and  plunge  us  deeper  iotq. debt. 

But  if«  *re  going  to  war-  for  comnlefco.  Coni' 
iberce  will  be  annihilated  by  way.'  We  are  td 
fight  foe  the  riffht  of  carryimg  our  productions  to 
(he  Continent^  where  no  prudent  9ian  Vonld  earry 
them.  We  are  to  go  to  war  for  what  most  be 
destroyed  by  war;  and  we  ate  about  to  fight  foi 
the  figlH  of  going  wHere  we  do  not  want  to  go' 
or,  are  we  to  fight  Our  4oaon  and  tob^o  throufb 
the  hostile  ieets  of  Qreat 'Britain,  iM  through 
the  municipal  edioU  of- Napoleon,  to  a  market 
and  then  trust  fbrttine  for  gettto^  the  avails  of  i' 
back  ?  Fjoit  these  idle projeeta— for  these  less  thai 
*^  shadowy  forms"— w^  are*  about  Co  filunge  thii 
nation  into  all  tbe  hoiirots  of  war.  For  these  w< 
are  to  Have  standing  armies,  and  navies,  and  in 
pressment<:,  (for  I  do  maintein,  that  from  tb* 
nature  of  ihething,  to  make  a  navy  efficieot,  yoi 
roust  retort  Co  impre&ment,)  and  widows,  an( 
orphans,  andtax^,  and  debts,  and  funding systemi 
and  contractora,  and  stockjobbers,  and  speculator 
and  Saeentive  patronage.    Cmn  any  enrse  b 
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added?  Yes,  mooarchy,  in  due  time,  for  these 
tre  ibe  stuff  which  monarchies  are  made  of.  And 
for  all  these  erils  the  people,  that  is,  the  ioduitri- 
ous  farmers  and  roechaoics,  are  to  be.  compensa- 
ted in  Q^uebec,  in  Hali^  and  in  glory.  When 
all  the  vices  and  calamities  which  attepd  the  sys- 
tem of  an  eternal  soecessioD  of  wars,  present 
(heaiselfes  before  me,  ^s  a  loref  of  my  country,  I 
hardlF  know  whether  to  wish  that  the  war  we 
are  about  to  engage  in  may.  be  successful  or  not. 
If  it  shall  be  unsuccessful,  I  shall  bare  to  endure ' 
the  mortification  of  seeing  lAV  country  disgraced ; 
and,  if  successful,  I  fear  it  will  lure  h«r  on  to  a 
if  stem  of  wars  and  debts,  whi(^h  must  end  in' the 
loss  of  her  liberties. 

We  are  told.  Mr.  Speaker,  that  commerce  must 
be  protected.  From  whom  does  this  oomc  ?  Haye 
theshipowners  asked  your tosistance ?  Arethere 
any  petitions  from  n^erchan.td  on  your  tiable  7  No. 
They,  for  once,  beg  only  thai  you  will  let  them 
alone;  you  have  already  loved  them  (as  the  ape 
did  btf  child)  so  wvll,  that  you  have  hugged-them 
almost  to  death.  Mt  is  remarkable  that  this  spirit 
of  protecting  commerce  has.  come  from  tfie  in- 
terior! It  is  not  from  the  ship  o^ners^  but  it  ir 
from  men  furthest  removed  from  ships.  Whea  a 
nuD  rises  in  this  House,  you  may  almost  tell  bow 
ardeot  he  will  be,  by  knowing  bow  far  distant  he 
lives  from  the  sea.  ^ut  how,  Mr.  Spi>aker,  are 
we  goije  to  protect  oommerce  ?  By  taking  Can* 
adal  Under  this  pretext  fl  meant  te  say  pr4)jett;) 
our  commerce  is  really  to  he  awept  from  the  ocean 
■-it  is  la  be  abnihiiated !/ How  wilf  the  capture 
of  Canada  protect  commerp^  ?  It  will  be  like  a 
man  who,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  rice  field, 
should  go  and/ence  his  neTghboHs  com  field.  No, 
Mr.  Speaker)^  you  will  defend  your  rights  on  theyi 
ocean,  it  must  be  by  a  powerful  maritime  forceV^ 
jf  must  be  by  serenty-foors-^itmust  be  such  a 
force  as  can  copetwjth  your  etoemy :  lay  a  fifty-six 
pound  weight  in  one  s^jale,  and  gp  to  pu^i|naf 
Poend,weighU  in  the  other  scale,  and  vou  will 
have  done  nothing  till  you  have  put  in  fifty-six  of 
ibem—you  will  ixot  have  raised  the  opfwsiie  side  a. 
Ho^le  inch.  U  is  the  same  i«  nlaritime  afikirs— 
«ttlei8  a  nation  can  cope  with,  she  Imilds  ships 
owyforher  eaemjr. 

l.Kpeat,  that  it  is  the  business  of  sound  ealcu- 
Jatjea,  to  determine  whether  tho'evils  fndnced  by 
Meh  a  fleet,  would  not  be  greater  than  all'we 
sboal4  iiufier  from  the  want  of  itt  The  object  of 
^tioo,  or  individual,  ooght  to  be,  to  choose  the 
w  possible  e^vih  Without  regarding  this  prin- 
ciple, a  person,  because  he  had  a  right  to  travel  a 
c<ruin  road,  would  not  go  round  an  inch,  but 
Would  pufh  forward,  although  it  were  beset  by 
highwaymen,  and  his  ad  vaaee  were  certain  death. 
A  person  who  should  fight, for  mere  right,  with- 
out any  calculation  of  utility,  would  stop  to  cuff* 
«  bear  or -a  thorn  bush,  if  it  chanced  to  be  in  his 
^y.  But,  Mr.  Spei^ker,  some  gentlemen  appear 
*o  bave  an  ut|er  aversion  to  calculation— they 
Kemras  if  they  did  not  dare  to  (trust  themselves 
with  it— they  can  hardlv  bear  to  adjourn  from 
day  to  day.  Let  me  tell  those  gentlemen,  who 
have  so  much  Dear  that  the  spirit  will  cool  by  a 


little  delay, aud  a  little  reAection>  that  thev  would 
soon  cool  under  the  walls  of  Gluebec.  If  they  can- 
not trust  themselves  ia  this  comfortable  place, 
they  'would  soon  be  brought  to  other  counsfU 
amidst  the  snows  of 'Caaa<U; 

Thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hav^  endeavored  to  ex- 
plain, though  in  short,  my  views  of  the  subjecL 
In  the  present  situation  of  the  world,  I  am  ia 
favor  of  peace — but  the  ma|prity  have  the  right 
to  decide.  I  shall  consider  the  vote  about  to  be 
given  on  this  bill  as  pronouncing  their  determi- 
nation ;  and  should  it  be  in  favor  of  war,  I  shall 
deeni*  it  my  duty  t6  support  that  determination^ 
and  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  make  war  suecesisfuli 
and  to  bring  it  to  an  honorable  close. 

Mr.  D*  R.  WiLi^iAMs  t>aid,  there  was  nothing 
more  natural  than  a  desire  to  justify  the  vote  we 
are  called  upon  to  give  upoa  so  importalof  a  ques- 
tion a  question  as  the  present ;  even  in  ordinary 
cases  it  is  both  natural  and  Justifis^ble;  much 
more  so  in  a  case  which  is  of  sufficient  magni- 
tude, abstractly  considered,  to  excite  all  our  solici* 
tude,  now  become  infinitely  4nore  momentous  by 
the  course  the  avaumenthas  taken;  for  the  ques- 
tion is,  not  only  shall  the  biU  pass,  but  shall  there 
be  war  1. 

After  the  maturest  deliberation  he  had  beea 
able  to  give  the  subject,  he  must  confess  that  he 
was  not  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  details  of  the 
bill  before  the  House.  He  believed  it  to  be  fairly 
liable  to  the  objections  urged  against  it  by  his 
worthy  friend  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Maoon.) 
Sir.  the  organization  of  the  troops  contemplated 
te  be  raised  is  new ;  it  is  true  it  had  been  inti- 
mated tp  he  an  imitation  of  the  French  organiza- 
tion, but  that  is  not  the  fact,  and,  viewing  it  as 
an  experiment,  he  could  not  but  distrust  it  or  any 
other,  that  should  be  attempted  at  this  time.  It 
pata  down  the  old  system,  whiph  carried  iis  safe 
and  triumphant  through  our  war,  and  perhaps 
might  better  through  another  than  to  take  up  one 
that  is  new,  untriedj  experimental;  besides,  it 
ceriaiulv  does  establish  a  preference  in-  the  com- 
mand of  officera  of  the  same  grade  in  the  old  and 
this  new  armf ;  be  thouffht  the  jealousies  siiffi- 
cient  already,  without  addine  new  causes;  butaa 
it  is  impossible,  every  member  should  obtain  hia 
precise  wishes  in  matters  of  detail,  perhaps,  oo 
one  ought  sooner  to  distrust  his  own  judgment 
than  himself,  and  as  the  principle  o(  the  bill  met 
hb  approbation,  he  would  vote  for  it,  more  espe- 
cially as  he  considered  it  the  ficst  measure  of  war 
against  6re%t  Britain. 

To  his  mind  there  appeared  to  be  only  these 
cpurses  left  for  the  nation:  Repeal  the  non- 
iioportation  law  and  take  a  war  with  France; 
make  war  on  Qreat  Britain,  or  submit  to  the 
principle  of  her  Orders  ia  Council.  Which  alter- 
native then  shall  we  accept  7  He  had  no  agency 
in  bringing  the  country  into  iu  present  situatioUi 
but  it  was  not,  therefore,  less  his  duty  to  exert 
every  efiurt  to  rescue  her  from  it.  The  period 
had  arrived  wh?Q  be  considered  indlfierence  as 
criminal ;  that  he  who  was  not  for  his  country 
was  against  it.  He  was  not  disposed  to  repeal 
the  noa-importiltion  law  at  this  time ;  because  he 
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considered,  do  matter  whether  h«  appvoved  of  tb« 
fact  or  not,  that  the  fafth  of  the  nation  was 
pledged  to  retain  it,  an<|  that  iti  repeal  would,  of 
eoors^,  be  a  violation  of  that  faith  ;  noc  did  he 
bdieve  that  any  circpmstance  conldarite,  so.itxi- 
perious  in  his  mind,  as-  to  induce  him,  by  any 
▼oteof  his,  to  violate  a  faith  so  dear,  and  hereto- 
fore so  immaculate.  The  rep^lof  that  law,  hap- 
pen when  it  may,  fnu^t  necessarily  depend  on 
circumstances  that  are  not  yet  known. 

To  yield  to  the  principle  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
eil,  is  a  virtual  abandon n^ent  of  the  rights  of  an 
independent  nation.  He  meant  not  to  drivel  out* 
this  debate,  by  following  soihe  gentlemen  through 
their  tedious  detdls  concerning  the  relative  im- 
portance of  the  events  of  1798 ;  let  os  comb  home 
to  the  present  times,  and  inqaire  what  is  that 
principle  ?  Practically  considered,  it  is  the  exer- 
cise or  supreme  legislation  over  us,  involving  not 
only  all  the. attributes  of  legitimate  sovereignty 
bat  despotism  direct.  Ana  when  honored  with 
seats  in  this  House,  while  intrusted  with  the 
int^rests^nd  rights,  too,  of  the  people  of  the  .Uni- 
ted States,  shall  we  basely,  and  without  resist- 
ance, succumb  joBrhish  domination'?  The  ques- 
tion then  is,.ooght  resistance  to  be  ma^e  b^r  physi- 
cal force?    ' 

He  could  not  but  rejoie^  that  neither  the  revo- 
cation nor  modification  of  the  I<*rench  edicts  ^nter 
into  the  present  discussion.  However  positive 
and  important  the  repeat  or  modification  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  may  be  to  4jb,  they  are, 
in  relation  to  Great  Britain,  nbw  merged  by  her 
hi  considerations  of  far  different  character  and 
import.  The  demands  made  by  that  Govern- 
ment, through  its  accredited  Miois^r  here,  has 
thrown  the  repeal  of  those  decrees  entirely  out  of 
the  dispute;  because^  Contrary  to  her  solemn  and 
reiterated  nromisesj  whether  they  are  repealedvof 
aot,  her  orders  are  to  be  continued  in  force.  What 
now  is  made  the  basis  of  their  revocation  ?  You 
are  Required  to  act  within  the  territorial  limits  of 
France;  fo  put  down  her  municipal  regulations ; 
to  overthrow  her  whole  system  of  internal  trade 
and  manufacture,  whereby  a  channel  may  be 
opened  for  the  introduction  of  British  manufac- 
tures Into  French  ports.  Is  it  possible  that  any 
man  can  mistake  the  secret  object  of  such  a  re- 
quisition ?  Can  it  be  concealed  that  it  is  equiva- 
lent to  an  absolute,  tinqiialifled  rejection  of  every 
overture  for  a  repeal  on  her  part.f  What  pretext 
ef  justice  has  she  for  such  a  demand  ?  Are  French 
manufactures  admitted  into  her  ports?  Will  she 
Admit  them  under  any  circumstance  whate^cer? 
Does  she  even  permit  you,  who  are  to  procure 
this  advantage  for  her,  to  carry  your  own  manu- 
factures to  her  doipinions?  No.  If,  then,  the 
renunciation  of  the  principle  of  her  orders  depends 
upon  our  securing  to  her  the  Introduction  of  her 
nanufactures  into  France^  what  are  we  to  ex- 
pect t  What  other  resource  than  positive  resist- 
ance have  we  left?  We  are  then  brought  to  a 
direct  decision,  either  to  subriiit  to  th'^  principle^ 
or  to  oppose  it  by  force.  Submiti!  did  he  say  ? 
he  shrunk  with  detestation  from  the  idea  I  Indeed 
be  felt  humbled  by  the  seeming  necessity  of 


speaking  of  it ;  but  the  ff^ntlemaa  from  Virginia 
(M^  She^fby)  had  made  it  necessary  to  expose 
such  a  ruinous  and  disgrace fnl  course;  Mtick  as 
he  ^espec^ted-^ke  did  not  mean  to  reflect  apoa 
the  man— but  his  arguments  he  abhorred. 

To  his.ipind  every  hope  that  an  aecommoda- 
iion  may 'yet  be  effected  with  Great  Britain  ap- 
pears perfectfy  unfounded..  If  there  is  a  member 
of  this  House  too  idle  ro  examine)  or  having  ex- 
amined the  doctrmeiMs.  on  your  table,  hsa  not 
confidence  in  their  statements,  or  does  not  be- 
lieve that  every  efioi^t  by  negotiation  has  beea 
made,  such-  a  man  deserves  not  to>  be  convinceil ; 
to  all  pthersj.any  illustration  of  mine  is  unneces- 
sary. Sir,  negotiation-has  been^ exhausted ;  there 
is  silent  byt  conclusive  .testimony  to  the  iact. 
Neither  within  this  Hcmae,  -nor  without  it,  to  bit 
knowledge,  has  any  man,  hpwerer  vioientty  op- 
posed to  the  Administration,  ventured  the  slight- 
est intimation  to  th#  contrary;  even^  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  acute  as  he  Is,  and  bard  at 
he  labored'  against  the  bill,  di^  not  suggest  a 
doub^  If,  then,  negotiation  is  exhansted— it  isa 
fact  op  where  denied-— what  alternative  have  we 
but  to  fight  or  succumb^  Qentfemen  need  not 
dwell  upon  the-miseries,  (he  coasequencesof  war. 
I  dcead  the  curses  of  posterity  mare.  But,  sir, 
wha^  are*  the  cajuiscs  ofwar?  Similar  injuries 
with  those  of  which  the  old  Pongress  cqmplaioed, 
and  ^against  which  they  foujg^ht.  Greit  Britain 
'^  exercises  unbounded  sovereignty  on  the  ocean; 
'  she  naooes  the  ports  and  nations  to  which  alone 
'  our  merchandise  skduld  ha  carried,  and  with 
'  whom  alo4e  we  shpuld  trade.^  The  wanton 
phinder  of  our  property—- the  unprovoked  im- 
pressment of  our  fellow?citizens— the' assertion  of 
priuciplef),  and  the^practice  upon  them,  ahsolbtely 
iBc<»npatible  With  our  independence !  Sbaji  I jo 
on?  $o.  Qeotiemen  cannot  hear,  to  hearths 
nau^eo^  cfitalogue  of  wrongs  rcneaced ;  notwitb- 
stan4ipg  they  will  not  resent  them.  The  same 
ffenti^man  from  Virginia  acknowledges  we  bare 
had  sufficient  and  jdstifiablt  causes  of  war  ever 
^ince< the  years  1805  and.ld06;  Indeed!  wktt 
wera^hay?  Th^  interroption  of  a  trade  dwing 
war,  m>t  enjoyed  in  a  time  of  peace.  Was  the 
impressment  of  seamen  then  such  a  cause  of  war? 
If  these  were  justifiable  Cauaet  of  war  then,  kow 
can  he  refhae  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  .his  eoaH- 
try.Qow,  increased  and  extraded  as  they  are?  To 
his  mind  the  interrnption  of  that  foreign  carrying 
trade,  injurious  jaa  it  was,  b^ars  no  comparisoB 
with  b^r  reatrictions  on  the  expoMatioa  of  onr 
omx  products.  He  could  nor  give  utterance  to 
the  i^digoatitoa  iie  fek  at  the  imposition  of  t 
tranatt  duty  on  our  commerce  to  any  part  d  the 
world  that  Great  Britain  might  choose  to  inter- 
dict. No  J  the  fcntleman-may  reply,  the  Orders 
in  Council  do  not  levy  contribution  on  our  trade 
iiow^  they  are  modified,  ^o  t^s  only  to -interdict 
particular  places..  If  one  ptat^cj  why  not  every 
other  place  7  But,  indeed,  has  tk«t  nrqad,  un- 
bend ing- nation  modified  her  orders,  ot  wheni  be 
declar^  it  was  impossible  to  divert  from  her  pur- 
pose? Wmm  it  discovered  she  had  taken  too  rank 
hold  upon  the  peaceable  habits  x>f  oor  peopled 
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That  the  impositioB  of  kaoh  a  tax  had  excited  a 
fermeot  iDJarious  to  herself/ the  consequeDce  of 
which  no  sophistry  could  conceal  7  Was  the  burn- 
ing of  gin  at  Ballimore  aalcuiated  to  induce  a 
hdief  that  ,ic  might  renew  the  same  scenes  with 
the  deslructioB  of  tea  at  Boston  ?  The  outrage 
was,  indeed,  too  nearly  allied  to  the  ci|u$es  of  the 
Revolution  to  be  borne. .  The  orders  are  there- 
fore modified ;  but  the  evil  still  exists,  the  prin- 
ciple is  retained,  and,  is  the  same,  whether  exer- 
cised by  her  in  imposing-  a  tax  on  our  trade,  in 
restricting  oijr  commerce  to  particular  |>laces,  or 
in  asserting  unbounded  sovereignty  on  the  ocean. 
What,  at  this  moment,  is  the  practical  operatiofa 
of  her  orders?  She  marks  out  the  course  and  des- 
tiaation  o(  your  ships,  laden  with  the  productions 
of  your  own  soil;  if  you.  vary  in  the  least  from 
the  limits  she  prescribes,  your  propertj  is  cap-^ 
tured  and  condemned  '  ^^  for  contravening  His 
Majestv'3  Orders  in  Council !"  Shall  we  be  again 
msked  for  the  eiiuses  of  war  i 

The  same  gentleman  of  Virginia  asks,  wha(  are 
<fae  objects  of  the  warl  The  objects  are  necessa- 
rily involved  iir  the  causes  of  war;  and.  to  his 
mind,  were  legitimate,  h6not>able,  just^  ana  neces- 
sary.   The  liberation  of  our  unfortunate,  incarce- 
rated fsealaen  is  one  object  acknowledged  br  the 
gentleman  to  be  proper.    The  suBeripg^  or  this 
meritorious  description  of  ^citizens,  who  are  as 
much  entitled  to  protection  as  aofv  other,  (no  mat- 
ter how  elevated  J  cannot  be  palliated,  andought 
no  longer  to  be  endured*    The  right  (not  a  re- 
«tdctea  permission  from  Gkeat  Britain)  to  a  free 
«Bd  common  use- of  the  ocean  is  another;  the 
renaneittioo  of  a  principle  which  exercises  for- 
eign  jurisdietion  over  us,  another;    the  rea&- 
knowledgment,  not  in  form,  but  in  fact,  of  inde* 
pendenee — practicaUovereignty — another.  There 
ean  be  neither  security  for  our  rights  nor  our  prop- 
erty, when  the  power  of  taxation  ean  be  exer- 
cised, (it  is  immaterial  under  what  name  or  char- 
aeter^)  without  I'epresentation ;  for  surely  the  pro- 
duce of  labor  is  his,  who  can  take  of  it  whaterer 
he  pleases.    Depiived  of  these  great  and  vital  orb- 
Jeets,  who  has  a  mind  to  calculate  the  result? 
And  yet,  great  and  vital  as  they  are,  they  consti- 
ittte  onlr  a  jMirt.    Will  the  gentleman  jeply,  they 
are  neither  just  nor  necessary  ?    What  gave  rise 
to  the  Revolution  ?    Not  a  paltry  tax  on  stamps 
-or  tea,  but  the  assertion  of  the  right  to  thojie  taxes. 
What  now  is  our  situation  ?    The  principle  and 
practices  against  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
act,  are,  in  magnitude  and  importance,  infinitely 
transcending  those  of  that  day.    To  avoid  war, 
we  have  receded,  step  by  step,  until  we  have  not 
one  inch  of  honorable  ground  left  to  stand  on. 
Are  we  not  degenerated  ?    He  would  be  glad  to 
learn  from  the  gentleman  which  of  the  numerous 
outrages  we  have  suffered  from  Great  Britain  is 
greatest.    So  numerous  are  they,  it  appeared  to 
his  mind  almost  impossible  to  determine  which 
is  worst.    We  are  now  called  upon  to  assert  these 
objects;  if  there  is  no  other  praoticable  mode, 
than  force,  we  are  bound  to  make  great  and  cheer^' 
^     fal  sacrifices  to  sustain  that  force.    But  8up|>ose 
lOaqualified  subikission  is  yielded,  Will  that  satisfy 


her?  He  thought  not.  A  disposition  to  advance 
on  a  receding  opponent  marks  her  character; 
ybur  6wn« experience  teaches ;  yield  them  but  for 
a  cent,  or  a  moment,  and  her  system  is  fastened 
on  your  neck  forever.  To  war  there  must  be  an 
end ;  to  this  there  never  will  be.  Her  system, 
sirj  is  levelled  at  your  most  valuable  interests;  ia 
a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  i^  carries  poyerty  and 
wretchedness  everywhere;  in  every  other  it  ought 
to  be  spumed  with  detestation.  Indeed,  sir,  it  Is 
fastening  a  gangrene  at  the  heart  of  the  nation, 
which  will  imposthumate  in  corruption  and  ruin; 
its  life-strings  must  rot.  ' 

It  has  been  said  our  Constitution  is  not  oalca- 
lated  40  sustain  a  war.  It  surely  is  not  calculated 
for  submission ;  if  it  be,  its  brightest  glories  ara 
gon^;  and  his  solicitude  for  its  preservation  must 
vanish  witB  its  virtues.  He  did  not  believe  thia 
was  the  fact.  What  is  this  Constitution  1  It  is 
a  system  of  government  which  oembines  a  vast 
variety  of  interests  and  character  in  one  great 
national  familv.  In  -this  family  are  maqy  pecu- 
liar interests;  now,  then,  is  it  to  be  kept  together? 
He  wished  to  feel  for  the  people  of  New  England 
as  he  felt  for  the  people  of  the  South — each  have 
their  peculiar  interests.  That ofthe  Eastern  sec- 
tion of  the'Union.depetids  upon  the  right  to  navi- 
^te  the  ocean;  that  of  the  Southern  States,  in 
the  possession  of  a  certain  species  of  personal 
property*.  If  you  withdraw  the  protection  of  the 
Qeaeral  Government  from  either,  wha^  is  there 
lef\  to  eeiQent  its  attachment  to  the  Union  ?  Will 
any  man  contend  that  the  righu  of  the  one  on 
the  ocean  are  not  as  dear^  or  ought  .not  Co  be 
DQCaintaiiied-,  as  far  as  nracticable,  as  inVfolate  te 
those  of  the  other  on  the  land  ?  But  it  has  been 
said^  by  th^  same  gentleman,  the  people  will  not 
sdpport  a  war  for  any  object  that  does  not  totieh 
their  soiL  ;  There  seems  to  bea  sort  of  magic  in 
these  words.  The  British  capture  American  ve»- 
sels  laden  with  the  products  of  our  own  soil,  desi- 
tined  to  France ;  the  people  will  not  resent  this, 
because  the  iioil  is  not  touc)ied«  He  would  be 
^lad  to  learn  from  the  gentleman  what  principle 
is  there  that  will  justify  the  seizure  of  our  pro- 
duce on  its  passage  from  Charleston  to  Bordeaux 
that  will  not  equally  justify  the  capture  of  our 
vessels  botind  from  ^oston  to  New  York?  What 
thed  becomes  of  your  coasting  trade,  the  most 
important  branch  of  commerce?  It  may  all  be 
destroyed ;  and  yet,  according  to  the  doctrines  of 
the  day,  the  soil  is  not  touched  I  But  the  destruc- 
tion ot  the  coasting  trade  is  not  sufficient  to  sat- 
isfy the  implacable  hatred  of  the  enemy;  the 
bays,  rivers,  and  harbors,  are  infested  with  p^ 
rates;  everything  that  floated  on  their  broad 
bosoms  is  also  destroyed ;  this  comes  still  nearer 
the  land,  yet  the  soil  is  not  touched  1  Suppose  the 
soil  is^  touched,  the  hostile  standard  planted  on 
the  eastle,  and  Boston  laid  in  ashes,  will  the  gen- 
tleman be  contented  to  drive  the  enemy  to  the 
lines?  He  dare  not  follow  them ;  beyond  it  would 
be  forefgn  war !  Yes,  sir,  just  as  much  foreign 
war  as^  we  propose  to  wage ;  the  people  will  not 
bear  it!  This  is  just  such  stuflf  ^as  dreams  are 
oiade  ofL"    The  soil,  sir,  u  touched;  he  felt  it 
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every  man  must  f€«l  it  in  bis  pocket,  if  not  in  his 
hearty  that  the  soil  is  touched,  is  viohttpd.  Th« 
Tiolation  reaches  to  the  iireside  of  e^r^y  man  In 
the  nation,  and  the  ^iolatojn  ought  to  find  that 
the  day  of  retribution  is  come.'      . 

But,  it  is  said,  this  war  will  no^  do ;  it  will  not 
be  popular^  that  the  pcavocations  in  1796  were 
greater  than  they  row  are,  and  yet  the  old  Re- 
publicans oppos^  the  war  of  that  day.  It  was 
Dot  his  intention  to  follow  the  gentleman  f  Mr. 
Stanford)  through  his  lon^g  details,  of  tnose 
times.  He  was  unwilling  now  to  excite  feelings 
long  since  buried.  It  appeared  to  him  that  this 
gentleman's  opposition  'wa»  induced*by  a  singu- 
lar cause  indeed.  It  seems  we-  have  adopted  a 
sew  rule  at  the  present  session— one  not  prac- 
tised on  in  1798;  and  as  there  wasnp  war  theUj 
it  will  be  out  of  order  to  resort  to  it  now. 

[Mr.  Stanford  explained,  that  he  had  not  said 
there  was  no  war  then,  but  that  h.e  had  been  op- 
posed to  the  ^war.] 

^  He  thought  (continued  Mr*  Wiluamb)  it  was 
DOt  material  to  inquire  whether  the  provocation 
-was  greater  in  1798  than  now ;  but  whether  the 
present  causes  of  war  can  no  otherwise  be  r«- 
mored ;  and  if  not,  is  war  therefore  necessary  and 
just?  But,  if  we  must  look  back  iatotheiamount 
of  our  losses  then;  if  gentlemetf  must  be  met 
upon  their  miserable  calcirlations  pf  pounds,  shil- 
lings, and  pence,  let  us  examine  the  statements 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina ;  if  I  mis- 
take him  I  shall  be  glad  to^l)^  corrected.  I  un- 
derstood him  to  say  the  proof  was  indisputable, 
that  the  injuries  then  were  greater  than  the^pres- 
ont,  becabse,  in  the  Louisiana  treaty,  there  was  a 
stipulation  for  the  payment  of  more  than  three 
millions  of  dollars  tq  American  citizens,  being  the 
amount  of  depredation  on  pur  commerce  by 
France;  and  that  this  sum  iai  exceeded  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  Orders  In  Gotineil.  The 
gentleman  is  unfortunate  in  his  comparison.  A1-. 
though  there  are  no  documents  in  the  possessfpn 
of  the  House  which  show  the  number  of  captures 
under  the  Orders  in  Council^  from  the  best  esti- 
mate he  could  make^  and  from  the  -opinion^  of 
pactical  men  in  the  House,  that  amount  falls 
far  i$hort  of  the  recent  captures  that  are^very 
hour  increasing.  Sinc^  the  decision  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Scott,  in  the«ase  of  the  Fox,  ninety  others- 
(he  spoke  from  memory)  had  been  condemiied. 
The  aVerai^e  value  of  these  vessels  and  cargoes  is 
conjsidered  low  at  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  in 
the  ag^egate  far  exceed  the  losses  he  has  alluded 
to.  .TV  hen  it  is  remembered,  that,  during  the  op- 
eration of  the  Berlin  and  Milati  decrees,  American 
merchants  withheld  their  shipments  to  France — 
for  after  the  case  of  the  Horizon  every  one  was 
alarmed — it  is  very  evident  that  the  orders  have 
been  as. deadly  as  in  such  circumstance  they 
could  be.  Is  other  proof  required?  Look  to  the 
insurance  offices;  they  will  npt  insure  against 
captures  under  the  Orders  in  Council  for  less 
than  a  virar  preipium. 

Why,  asked  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Sbbffsy,)  shall  we  raise  an  army  now,  when  we 
refused  to  do  it  in  1796  ?  Was  it  because  we  were 


then  o»t,  but  are  now  iii7  The  sheer  poittician, 
the  man  who  seeks'a  seat  in  this  House  for  what 
he  can  get,  no  one  can  more  heartily  despise  than 
''  himself.  Sudi  are  the  wretches  who  alone  are 
afiected  by  ^he  circumstance  of  m  and  cut;  but 
the  men  w,ho  come  here  to  represtnt  and  promote 
the  interest  of  the  country-^who.ask,  who  seek, 
who  wish  for  nothing  for  themselves— citn not  be 
influenced' by  any  such  unworthy  considerations. 
Argument  upon  this  poii^t  is  superfluous.  He 
appealed  to  the  gentleman  himself  for  the  fact. 
He  could  net  but  consider  the  inducements  to 
avoid  tbe  war  of  1798  to  be  very  different  fronk 
<uch  as  present  themselves  now. .  What  was  oar 
situation  then?  Does  it  bear  the  least  resemblance 
to  the  present  1  .  We  then  enjoved  a  prosperous 
trad^  with  Great  Britain,  which,  the  gentleman 
states  to  be  to  that  of  Fra nee, as  thirty-two  lo 
two.  Pfeutralivy  was  then  practicable  ;  we  were 
in  fact  reaping  the  golden  fruits  of  neutral  trade* 
While  all  its  rich  streams  were, pouring  into  our 
country  from  every  pai^  of  the  worlds  we  were 
then  growing  /ich  and  great;  it  surely  was. in- 
expedient to  go  to  war ;  we  could  j^in  nothing 
by  it;  it^was  madness.  Do  these  circumstaoces 
exist  now. 

But  tbe' people  were  jealous  of  tb#  Armf  U 
1798.  He  wishfd  he  could  spoak  of  the  traosae- 
•tioHs  of  those  days  without -alluding  to  tbe  facts 
calculated  to  elcite  unpleasatit  feelings.  This 
was -Qot  his  object.  Why  were  they  jealoiis? 
They  saw  that  the  army  was  palpably  useless,  en 
•wors^.  It  was  impossible  to  employ  it  against 
France ;  riot'  so  against  tbeinselves.  The  sdien 
and  sedition  laws ;  the  doctrine  of  the^  necessity 
of  humbling  in  dust  and  ashes  a  gr^t  democratic 
State;  filled  them  with  alarms;  they  feared  their 
then  rulers  intended  to  chatige  the  Gk>vernment, 
and  th^t  the  Army  was  the  instrument  to  efifefct 
that-  purpQse.  The  volunteers, too,  were  opposed*- 
their  Pretoriaa  bands-^because  the  power  vested 
in  .the  States,  in  relatioi)  to  Uiemi^was  contra- 
vened. The  States  were  robbed  of  tbe  absolute 
right  to  officer  them;  he  said  robbed,  as  that 
power  which  is  wisely  given  to  the  States  as  a 
countei^oise  to  the  physical  force  of^the  General 
Oovemment,.  was  unconstitutionally  taken  from 
them  and  given  to  the  President  alone. 
'  He  understood  the  gentleman  .from  Virginia 
(Mr.^  Sbkffey)  to  say ^  we  wefe  going  to  war  for 
a  mere  phantom;  for,  if  tbe  orders  were  repealed 
to-morrow,  the  trade-  to  France,  wks  not  wortb 
hi^ying^  What  are  the  orders  worth  ?  said  he 
Nothing ;  they  were  only  papet  ai^d  ink.  The 
deep  inroad  that  horrible  system  has  made  on  the 
character  and  interest  of  his  country  ought  not 
to  be  so  considered.  Is  it  possible  there  should 
be  one  man  left  in  the  nation  who  can  think  the 
revocation  of  a  principle  which  not  only  -shuts 
the  continent  of  uurope  against  your  commerce, 
but  warrants  its  extension  through  every  species 
and  grade  of  injury  and  insult,  only  paper  and 
ink*!  It  may  be  easy  for ^ the  gentleman,  who  esti- 
mates national  honor  as  a  bubble,  to^contem plate 
ihe  Orders  in  Council  with  perfect  indrfierence  ^ 
but,  for  himsdf,  he  could  not  see  in  them  any^ 
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tbiBg  that  wa»DOt  p^rfeetJy  loatb^me.    Sfir,  we 
bftTe  talked  so  long  about  trade-^Mi>out  what 
oogbt  and  ou^bt  not  to  be  granted— rit  seemed  we 
had  forgotten  wbat  ir«y4r  bad  been. .  Let  us^oOk 
back  a  little;  perbapn  when  we  are \?ensibie  of 
wbat  we  have  lost,  we  may  be  wilting  ta  make 
the  greater  efforts  to  regain  iL    I  am  apprized, 
ttr,  that  the  theory  of  ,tbe  balance  of  trade  he- 
tweea  nations,  tak«n  from  custom-house  books, 
(we  have  no  other  authority,)  ha^  constantly, 
and,  perhaps,  wilt  cotuinue  to  deceWe  the  wisest 
sutesmen ;  but,  sk)  far  as  our  reports  fVein  4he 
Treasury  go  to  show  the  apaoupt  of  actual  Im- 
ports and  exports,  they  may  be  safely"  relied  on. 
What,  sir,  was  the  state,  of  our  commerce  in 
1804 1    Uppn  an  average  of  the  years  1802,  l80^ 
and  1804^  it  stood  thds:  To  the  British  domiu- 
ions,  in  Europe,  (Gibraltar  excepted.)  we  annu-^ 
ally  exported,  of  domestic  products,' $ld,490,00p ; 
of  foreign  mercbaQdise,  ^260,000;  making  an 
aggregi^tt  of  exports, j^l 5.690,000;  but  tUe  amount 
oT  our  imports,  from  the  same  places,  was  $27-,- 
400,000;  leaving  a  balance  in  favbr  of  Great  Brit- 
ain of  $11,710,000;  but  notwiihsta'dding  tbe  ex- 
pertation  of  c9tioa .  had   inerea^d  in   1804'  to 
(6;200,000,  tbe  expwts  of  that  year  were  only 
$13,200,000,  while    the   importation    had  been 
swelled  to  the  enormous  amount  of  $27J600,000; 
leaving  a  balance  against  us,  for  that  year,  $14,- 
200^.    Tbe  balance  in  favor  of  Great  Britain, 
io  oor  trade  to  British  India,  is  stated  at  9^,500,000, 
which,  added  to  that  of-her^Euvopeaa  doiAinions, 
constitute  a  balance  in  her  favor  of  $15,240,000. 
It  is  to  this  point  he  wished  to  call  tbe  gen^tle- 
man's  attention.    JIow  is  thUt  balance  obtained  ? 
If  he  will  attempt  to  account  for  it  indisputably, 
he  must  find  the  Ordetsin  Council  are  not  merely 
paper  and  ink.    Again,  sir,  the  importations  from 
all  parts-  of  the  world,  ducing  the  same  peripd, 
were,  from  British  dominions^  $35,970,000;  from 
the   Northern  Pu.wers,  Prussia   and  Germaiiy, 
$7,094,000;  from  Holland^  I^ranoe,  Spain,  and 
UaliTt  (aow  France,)  $25475.000; 'fVona  the  do- 
minions of  Portugal,.  $1,083,000;  from  China  and 
other  native  Powers  of  Asia,  $4,856,000]  Froni^  all 
other  places,  $838,000  ;•  making  an  aggregate  of 
975,316,000.    The  exfiorts  fur  the.  same  {period, 
and  to  all  other  parts  of  tbe  world,  were,  of  do- 
mestic produce,  $39,928,000 ;  of  foreign  merchat^^ 
^se,  $28,533,000';  of  these  amounts  thfere  were 
exported  to  tne  countries  over  which  the  French 
dominion  is  now  extended,  of  domestic  produce, 
$12,183,000,  and  of  foreign  merchandise,  S18,-- 
495,000;  making  th^  aggregnte  exports  to  those 
place9,43Q,673,oS}0;  the  aggregate]  m  ports  a  tnoqnb 
mg  to  $25,475,00d,  leaves  a  balancje  in  our  favor 
of  $5,203,000;  whil^  at  the  same  tipe,  the  bal- 
ance was  on  the  trade  to  British  dominions,  $15,- 
240,000  against.  us«    Sir,  what  has  become  of  this 
commerce  7   He  entreated  the  gentleman  to  in- 
form OS  how  this  iipmense  balance  was  to  be  set- 
tled when  all  the  xqminerce  bf  the  country,  to 
other  places  than  British,  was  cut  off?    Every 

Etical  man  knows,  the  gentlemaq  himself  must 
v,  that  the  profits  of  &e  trade  now  destroyed 
^    he  Ofdext^in  Coui^il  are  necessary  to  make 


up  the  deficit  of  ocrr  exporta  to  Great  Britain. 
The  gentleman  Mates  the  exports  of  domestic 
produce  to  France.at  $2,700,000;  to  Great  Brit- 
ain at  $32,000,000;  of  course,  said  he,  to  go  to 
war  for  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
would  be  to  barter  a  trade  of  thirty-two  millions 
for  oor€^of  two  millions  seven  hunared  thousand 
dollars.  So  that,  by  the  same  process  of  reasoii- 
iog,  had  th^  orders  destroved  the  whole  trade  to 
French  domiaions.  it  would  be  stillropre  unwise 
to  resist  them,  as  tne  trade  to  Great  Britain  would 
be  in  a  still  greater  proportion  than  thirty-two  ta 
two.  Is  it  possible  ihe  gentleman  should  not  see 
that,  by^hfs  ar^ment,  the  greater  the  injury  suf- 
fered fro^  ihe  Orders  Sn  Council,  the  greater 
would  be  their  justificafion  ? 

{JAr.  6'bbpfey  explained,  that  he  had  stated  the 
exports  to  France  wei'e  only  $2,700,000,  previous 
to  tbe  existence  of  the  Orders  In  Council,  and 
therefore  could  not  have  been  reduced  to  that 
sum  by  those  orders.  He  was  satisfied  th6  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  did  not  mean  to 
mistake  him.] 

The  \geRtleman  (confinued  Mr.  Williams)' 
does  me  j^stice^  to  misrepresent  him  is  the  far- 
thest thing  from  my  intention:  6ut,  Mr.  Speaker, 
tbere  is  no  difference  in  point  of  foct  between  the 
gentleman  from*  Virginia  and  myself,  however 
we  maf  differ  about  term».*  Sir,,  that  trade,  was 
destroyed  by  British  agency,  and  it^  is  altogether 
ihunaterial  whether,  the  destruction  was  effected 
by  her  blockade  of  France^  or  A^y  tb4s  or  that 
Chrder -of  Council;  the  injury  is  receive^,  the  de- 
struction is. effected,  the  principle  is  the^satn^. 
Sir,  ^he  injury  Is  tfot  confined  to  the  reduction  of 
the  trade  to  France  only^  but  affects  that  to  Great 
B.ritaifi  also,  so  far  as  its  profits  are  necessary  to 
maintain  that  trade.  But  what  is  tbe  condition 
of  the  commerce  with  Great  Britain  now,  which 
be  estimates  at  32,000,000^  Truly  miserable. 
The  great  suples  of  your  country,  wheiit  and  flour 
excepted,  (observe  they  are  not  articles  of  perma- 
nent export  to  Great  BVitatn|)  bad.  better  be 
thrown  off  the  wharf  than  shipped  there.  Let 
roe  suppose  the  gentleman  to  be  engaged  in  a  p$ir- 
ticular  branch  of  commerce;  that  his  sales  are 
restricted  to  a  market  glutted  with  from  three  to 
ten  timies  the  amount  ^  its  consumption,  would 
not  his  ruin  be  inevitable?  How  is  tobacco  af- 
fected? Export  75.000  hogsheads  to  any  place 
where  only  15,000  are  consamed,  and  the  effect  is 
obvious.  Inquiry  intp  the  state  of  tbe  cotton 
market;  where  is  the  crop  of  1810?  A  corse  to 
him  who  mchddted  with  iti  Where  is  that  of 
1811?  Rotting  nt  home  in  the  bands  of  the 
grower^  Waiting  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. Sir,  1  know,  1  feel  iihese  to  be  some  of  the 
effects  of  those  orders;  yet  they  must  not  be  re- 
sisted, it  would  be  to  barter  a  trade  of  thirty-two 
for  two !  They  are  mere  paper  and  ink ! 

But  wi(  are  going  to  war  for  honor;  that  It 
seems  is  a  mere  -bubble.  It  was  astonishing  to 
bear  that  gentleman,  who  himself  cherishes  as 
high  notions  of 'honor  as  other  men,  should  seek 
to  destroy  it  in  his  own  country.  That  which  is 
mtcred  in  an  individual,  caimot  be  less  so  in  a  na- 
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tioD.  Is  ihat  proud  virtue,  that  exalted  attribute, 
without  which  there  is  neither  value  nor  patriot- 
ism in  the  individual,  to  be  treated  with  disre- 
spect, to  be  utterly  discarded,  when  the  great 
concerns  of  the  nation  are  under  consideration  ? 
Of  what  is  the  nation  composed  1  Of  brutes,  sir, 
or  men  ;  high-minded,  honorable  men  ?  He  pre- 
sumed he  could  offer  no  outrage  so  great  to  that 
gentleman  as  the  sligiitest  imputation  on  his 
nonor,  and  shall  that  which  graces  the  character 
of  a  gentleman  be  scouted  from  this  House? 
Shall  we,  who  hold  our  honor  dearer  than  life 
and  all  its  blessings,  consider  that  of  the  nation 
as  a  bubble?  Miserable  indeed  will  be  our  con- 
dition, when  there  sliall  be  *•  nothing  level  in  our 
cursed  natures,  but  villany  direct."  Sir,  the  gen- 
tleman preaches  a  dangerous  doctrine  ;  it  goes  to 
sap  the  foundations  of  society,  to  embitter  ihe 
sweetest  endearments  of  life.  We  have  travelled 
far  on  the  high  road  to  ruin,  when  individuals  are 
taught  to  calculate  their  interests  to  be  at  vari- 
ance with  those  of  the  nation  or  its  Government. 
Such  doctrine  must  destroy  us.  But,  said  the 
gentleman,  if  honor  is  not  a  matter  of  calculation, 
why  pay  the  tribute  to  iheBarbary  Powers  ?  He 
hoped  to  be  excused^  when  he  declared  himself 
mortified  to  see  that  gentleman  stoop  to  such  an 
argument;  it  is  destitute  even  of  originality. 

When  the  embargo  was  laid,  every  species  of 
contumely  was  cast  upon  all  who  approved  it. 
We  were  accused  of  crimes,  with  a  prodigality 
of  abuse  that  was  never  before  witnessed.  That 
we  had  abandoned  their  rights  to  the  ocean — that 
our  seamen  had  been  shatnefully  sacrificed — that 
our  Eastern  navigating  interest  had  been  treach- 
erously destroyed.  The  embargo  was  at  length 
given  up,  and  the  non-intercourse  law  was 
adopted.  That,  too,  was  wrong,  says  the  gentle- 
man; then  non-importation  was  resorted  to- 
still  wrono;..  He  prayed  the  gentleman  to  say 
what  would  be  right.  If  he  will  neither  stay  at 
home  to  avoid  injury,  nor  fight  when  it  is  in- 
flicted abroad,  what  will  he  do?  Sir,  I  am  for 
fighting!  No,  says  the  gentleman,  let  us  have  oo 
war,  now  you  have  selected  your  enemy,  by  pur- 
chasing of  Napoleon  the  privilege  of  going  to 
France.  Is  that  a  fair  btatement  of  the  fact? 
that  gentleman  cannot  believe  it. 

He  IS  too  honorable  hjmself  deliberately  to  sus- 
pect others  of  such  dastardly  conduct.  He  defied 
the  gentleman  to  look  back  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  Administration,  and  point  out  any  terms 
which  had  been  offered  to  France,  in  the  smallest 
degree,  more  favorable  than  have  been  offered  to 
England.  Were  dot  the  same  terms  offered  to 
both,  and  aiways^r^^  to  England?  Is  there  any 
man  who  doubts  that  the  same  identical  terms 
which  France  has  accepted  have  been  rejected 
bv  England  ?  How  then  can  it  be  said  we  pur- 
chased of  France  any  right  whatever?  He  did 
not  think  the  gentleman  could  be  guilty  of  be- 
lieving such  an  insinuation.  U  is  not  true.  But 
the  reverse  is  the  fact.  The  Administration  did, 
at  one  tj me,  offer  more  favorable  terms  to  Qreat 
Britain  than  to  Frai)ce.  He  alluded  tb  the  offer 
to  suspend  the  embargo.    The  terms  thea  were  I 


different;  those  to  Great  Britain  most  favorable. 
It  was  apprehended  France  would  accept  the 
terms  offered  tb  Great  Britain,  without  affbrding 
that  security  to  commerce  which  was  coHMdered 
a  just  equivalent  for  the  repeal  of  the -embargo. 
England  herself  selected  the  situation  in  which 
she  is  placed.  The  difference  between  the  toae 
of  supplication  at  London,  and  remonslraftce  at 
Paris,  is,  indeed,  palpable.  Have  we  not  bowed,  , 
and  begged,  and  entreated,  ^or  aceOmmodatioD, 
until  our  then  Minister  at  London  had  been 
charged  by  many,  though  not  by  him,  with  t 
prostitution  of  his  functions  and  character;  witJi 
disgracing  the  nation  by  his  supplications  ?  Did 
not  every  man  in  the  community  see  that  the  Ad- 
ministration had  done  everything  in  their  power 
to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coaocil,  and 
yet  because  France  has  accepted,  and  Eoglaad 
refubed  the  terms  of  adjustment,  it  is  talked  of  as 
the  purchase  of  a  right !  When  the  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Er^kine  was  effected,  did  any  one  thea 
condemn  the  Administration  for  bAFing  par- 
chased  of  Great  Britaiii  the  privilege  of  going  lo 
her  dominions  ?  On  the  contrary,  were  not  all 
rejoiced  and  anxious  to  share  the  credit  of  that 
arrangement?  Sooner  or  later, sir,  we  mast  fight 
or  be  sacrificed  ;  the  sooner  we  begin,  in  my 
opinion,  the  better.  But  we  munt  not  resist  the 
injustice  and  tyranny  of  Great  Britain"— «he  is 
fighting,  said  the  gentleman,  for  her  existenee! 
for  the  liberties  of  the  world  !  Sir,  if  *her  exhi- 
ence  depends  upon  the  ruin  ot  my  cotmtry^  then, 
I  say,  down  let  hei-  go.  He  thought  the  gentle- 
man was  as  wide  from  the  fact  here  as  in  amy 
other  argument.  It  is  impossible,  from  the  rery 
nature  of  our  commerce  with  her,  that  il  skoara 
weaken,  much  less  destroy  her.  A  trade  which 
consists  in  the  exportation  of  raw  materta|ji  and 
the  necessaries  of  life,  receiving  its  retnms,  prin- 
cipally, in  her  own  manufactures,  must  necessa- 
rily advance  her  interest '  and  iavigorete  her 
strength.  If  she  would  abandon  her  road  poliejr 
against  us,  that  same  spirit  of  enterprise,  wbiea 
extended  into  every  region  of  the  world,  seekiag 
the  means  whereby  to  cancel  that  balance  in  her 
favor,  before  alluded  to,  would  again  ponr  itsri^h 
and  tributary  streams  into  all  her  dominions. 
Under  such  a  state  of  things  be  would  rejoice  as 
ipuch  as  any  man  to  see  her  arm  stten^theaed ; 
but  if  that  aro^  is  to  continue  lifted  against  his 
country,  he  cared  not  how  soon  it  was  leprosied 
and  destroyed. 

She  is  contending  for  the  liberties  of  the  world  I 
he  would  as  soon  have  expected  to  bear  that  the 
Devil  had  espoused  the  cause  of  Christianity! 
So  far  from  fighting  for  the  liberties  of  the  world, 
the  standard  of  freedom  had  nerer  been  raised  in 
any  country  without  her  attempting  to  poll  it 
down.  If  it  was  npt  foreign  to  his  .pqrpose,  he 
could  trace  her  footsteps,  wherever  she  oftOTed, 
marked  by  blood  wad  desolation ;  all  the  miseries  ef 
war  and  revengeful  massacre  h^ve  travelled  in  her 
train  into  everj|r  region  inhabited  by  man.  For 
whose  fell  cupidity  were  scMOany  human  been- 
tombs  sacrificed  in  India  ^  For.  whose  more  fell 
ambition  did  she. wage  war-on  Mmaej  and  inao-  « 
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eeaeeiii  fbe  We^t?  For  wImih  does  the  sarage 
^eli  DOW  wake  tbe  sleep  of  the  cradle?  Eojflaod! 
iodU)>utabl 7,40  extend  and  secvreihe  blessiogsof 
Hberty  to  tbc  world  ! 

Tbe  gentleiBaa  bad  said,  if  ibe  war  on  which 
we  are  about  to  enter  be  just,  we  have  not  tbe 
neaos  tp  carry  it  on.  His  worthy  colleague  (Mr. 
LowNDi8)bad  rendered  it  perfectly  unnecessary 
for  Um  to  meet  this  argument;  he  would,  there- 
fore, only  observe^  that  if  the  war  be  just  and 
necessary^  it  ought  to  be  commenced ;  .if  -com- 
meoced,  it  must  be  supported— cost  out  of  the 
question.  The  power  or  raaiataining'it  will  find 
no  Hoaitation  as  long  as  you  can  raise  a  revenue, 
sofficieot  to  pay  the  tot^rest  of  ibe  debt  you  may 
inear  in  proseouliog  the  War.  Sir,  it  is  worse 
tbaa  idle  to  tallt  about  war  without  a  disposition 
to  pffQ:irtde  the  means  of  carrying  it  on  by  taxes; ' 
they  are  inseparable.  For  his  parr  he  was  ready 
to  vote  them,  and  be  had  no  doubt  that  the  people, 
knowing  that  tbie  Administration  had  doneerery- 
thing  in  their  power,  and  more  than  was  culled 
for,  by  any  other  coD«ideratioa  than  a  love  of 
peace,  to  avoid  war,,  would  sustain  it  as  long^as 
tbe  resources  of  the  nation  were  applied  with 
spirit  aad'faithfulmess;  at  all  events  iet  us  do 
our  duty  and  leave  the  rest  to  (h^m.  ^    •   . 

But,  if  your  meaiks  be  sufficient,  said  the  gen- 
tUoaan,  your  physical  force  ts  inadequate.  If  this 
army  m  employed  without  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  we  are  threatened  with  war  on  our 
Eastern  frontier ;  our  towns  will  be  burnt — our 
cities  sacked*  Can  tbe  gentleman  estimate  the 
patriotiaaa  of  freemen  less  than  tbe  obedience  of 
slaves?  Is  the  physical  force  of  4he  owner  of  the 
Aioerican  soil  less  than  that  of  tbe  mercenary 
bireliag  of  Europe?  Do  you  doubt?  Call  up  the. 
great  spirits  of  the  patriot  dead — appeal  to  the 
unbroken  valor  of  the  Tiving— to  those  men,  the. 
staritag  excellenoe  of  whose  virtue's  borie  them 
irMoapbaot  tbroajrh  the  unequalled  horrors  of 
the  fiUvblutioa  1  Ha  cfonid  not  believe  that  setea 
hundred  thousand  freemen  in*  afms  were  inade- 
quate M^  sustain  any  war  in  defence.of  their  just 
and  dearest  rigbts. 

Bat  it  is  said,  if  .our  means  and  physical  fproe 
were  inadequate  to  tbe  war,,  our  objects  cannot 
be  obtained  by  it. .  *  Mr.  W^said  be  tbpogbt  other-. 
wise*  It  appeared  to  bim  mucb^easier  to  settle 
the  terms  of  a  new  peace,  than  to  patch  up  the 
old  qakm\.  When  he' considered  tbe  limited 
extent  of  our  demnfids,  and  the  tfHture  of  the  pres- 
sure oo  the  enemy,  be  cobld  not  but  believe  our 
objects  would  be  attained.  What  are  our  de- 
mands? What  have  we  been  so  long  seeking, 
rather  begging-^for  we  have  begged  negotiation? 
Truly,  Mr,  Speaker,  in  two  st\ort  words,  "  bands 
off!"  We  ask-*-no, sir,  we  n^ver  have  asked  of 
her  «By  booo,  Any  sacrifice  whatever.  ^  Hands 
off^  is  the  only  term  o^  stipulation  that  we  sue 
for ;  fulfilled,  she  would  bind  this  natioa  to  her 
Gate.  But  what  is  the  nature  of  the  pressure  And^ 
iajory  that  we  eaa  inflict  ?  They  are  to  her  deep 
aad  dangerous.  We  also  must  suffer  |  but,  thank 
Gadv  we  aan  stand  it«  The  appetite  of  reveage 
is  keen  and  steady ;  in  most  man  inextinguish-' 


able.  It  was  not  wantios[,  however  it  may  have 
been  provoked;  to  enable  individual  enterprise  to 
wage  a  war,  if  not  of  absolute  ruin,  certainly  of 
v^ital  injury  to  her  commerce,  net  only  ^*  before 
our  doors,"  tn  the  West  ladies^  under  the  heights 
of  Dover,  but  to  the  Indian  ocean.  Deprive  tbe 
,West- Indies  of  the  supplies  of  oar  necessaries  of 
life  and  of  lumber,  and  their  profitable  cultivation 
would  be  too  oluch  diminished  not  to  be  consid- 
ered. Take  our  jaw  materiarls  from  her  manu- 
factures, and  they  are  injured,  not  merely  to  the 
amount  of  the  enhanced  price  of  such  article, 
but  to  the  entire  loss  of  theirwhole  exports  to 
this  country.  Is' such  an  injury  too  trifling  for 
ber  consideration  ?  The  eopquest  df  her  North 
American  Colonies,  too,  must  be  felt.  Yes^ir, 
conquest — for  they  must  inevitably  falf.  The 
gentleman  may  .depreciate  the  physical  force  of  an 
American  army  ^s  much  As  he  pleases;  but  r^ly 
upon  it,  whenever  the  storm  of  war  is  poured  on 
Canada  and  Halifax,  it  will  sweep  with  the  re- 
sistless impetuosity  of  Niagara. , 

But,  if  you -wage  a  successful  war,  says  the 
gentlemanj^  the  Army  will  probably  overthrow 
the  Copstitution,  as  none  but  QcLueral  Washing- 
ton could  have  prevented  the  Army  of  the  Revo* 
lution.from  subverting  the  liberties  it  had  coih 
quered.  Mr.  W.  declared  that  observation  was 
to  him^  truly  painful;  he  wished  snob  an  insin- 
uation against  such  an  army  could  have  been 
spared.  ^  Sir,  that  army  was  true  to  tbe  core.  It 
is  not-probable  that  such  a  band  of  patriots-^he 
only  army  that  ever  did  give  liberty  to  a  ooun* 
try — could  have  imagined  its  destruction.  To 
this  fact  the  letters*  of  Newburg  were  conclusive. 
Those  letters  wejre  aloite  warning  to  finish  the 
purity  of  its  character.  Suppose  there  werelWo, 
or  even  three,  traitors  in  a  camp,  does  it  follow 
that  ibe  whole  army  must  necessarily  be  pol- 
luted? No^  sir.  So  far  was  he  from  believing 
the  liberties  of  the  country  were  in  daJig^r  from 
|he  Army,  he  would  say,  there  never  was  a  pe* 
riod,  durn^tbe  whole  Revolutionary  war,  whea 
the  great  Washingtoii  himself,  justly  as  he' has 
been  descril^ed  *'tbe  sanctuary  of  a  nation's  best 
kwe,"  could  have  been  a  successful  usurper.  It 
was  as  impossible  as  that  such  a  black  project 
should  enter  his  virtuous  mind.  He  felt  ihe^ro* 
faundest  gratitude,  even  adoration',  if  it  were  jus* 
tifiable  for  man,  to  that  inestimable  body  of  med 
whQ  achieved  the  liberties  we  enjoy.  Their  ar- 
duous toils — their  h4rdships — his  feelings  were 
too  much  excited -to  go  on.  He  believed  he  could 
never  have  stood  hpre  a  freeman  but  for  that 
army.  '  * 

if,  sir,  we  are  to  iakc  counsel  of  the  gentle* 
lhan  from  Virginia,  we  art  l.n  a  most  awful  sit- 
uation ;  notwithstaardi^g  the  probd  glories  of  the 
Revolution,  we  must  submit  to  every  indignity — 
every  daring  infraction  of  our  rights.*  It  would 
seeto  we  are  destitine  of  resources;-  without 
means  to  su[iport  the  War;  even. our  pbysloel 
force  is  inadequate  ;  but^  was  it  adequate,  were 
the  means  ample,  they  must  not  be  exerted;  the 
Government  would  be  subverted;  tbe  veil  of  tbe 
temple  of  the  Constitution  would  be  rent  in 
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twaiiu  AlUioogb  the  \m9X  iBtereets  of  this^oatioa 
are  crushed  beoeath'  the  paw  oi  the  British  lion, 
we  must  not  resist;  he  th€^  is  wisest  who  e4ii 
soonest  Fiow,  with  ali  the  stupid  sereirity  of  ser- 
vitudej  and  take  the  yoke !  Bvery  faculty  of  my 
soul,  said  'Mr^  W.,  is  lodigoaDfr  at  this  counsel, 
and  for  one,  I  say,  I  will  not  sabmU  I        ^ 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  biU,«nd  deterorined'  in  the  affirmatiye — yeas 
94,  nays  34^  as  follows : 

Tbas— Willis  Alston,  William  Anderson,  -  Ster- 
enscrn  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Esekiel  Btcon,  David 
Bard,  iosiah  Bartlett,  Harwell  Basa^tl^  Wirtiam  W. 
Bibb,.  William  Blackledge,  Harmanns  Bleecker,  Thos. 
Bloant,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  BnrWell,  WilUsm 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  tangdon  CheveS,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  pochran,  John  Cioptan,  Lewis  Condit, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  Janfes  Emott, 
WiUiiam  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholeon,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah*  L.*  Green, 
Felix  Gmndy,  Boiling  HalL  Obed  Hdl,  John.A.  Har- 
per, Aylett  Hawes,'John  M.  HynemaA,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  H.  King,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Joseph.  Lefevef,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liy- 
ng^ton,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  George  C. 
Maxwell»  Thomas  MoOre,  Willialh  McCoy,  Samuel 
MoKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Amnah  Metcalfe,  Jaiheb 
Miinor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Uorrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  ^ew,  Thomas  New- 
Ion*  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  jr.,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, William  Piper,-  Benjamin  POnd,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Josiah  Qttincy,  William  Reed,  damuel  Ringgold,  Johm 
Bhe^ ,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenexer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sambons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevteki, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw^  George  Smithy  John 
Smith,  William  Strong,  GeoVge -Sullivan,  Peleg  Tall- 
man,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van  CortlandL  David  K. 
Williams,  William  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wright  ^ 

NATS-7-Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  juUg  *  William 
Ely.  Asa  Fitch,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson^jun^ 
Philip  B.  Kej,  Lyman*  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jonathan  Q.  Mose- 
ley,  Thomas  Newbold,' Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jun.,  £lisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  William 
Rodman,  Daniel  Shelfey,  John  Smilie,  Richard  Stan-, 
ford,  Philip  Staar^  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
8aa»uel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talknadge,  Laban  Wb(B»- 
ton,  {jeonard^hite,and  Thomas  Wilson.  ^ 

.TuEspAYj  January  7. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
M^ans,  presented  %  bill  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  e^pebse^  incident  to  the  six  companies  of 
mounted  rangers,  during  the  year  1812;  ^hich 
was  read  twice,  aoA  committed  to  a  Oommiuee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners west  of  Pearl  river  \  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed,  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Lewis^  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dia. 


triet  of  C^umbia,  presented  a  bill  to  incorfMrate 
the  Trustees  of  the  Georgetown  Lancaster  School 
Society :  which  tras  read  twice  aod  comoitted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 
Mr.  Newton,  fitom  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  'Manuiactures.  presented  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  importation  or  goods,  wares,  and  ree^ 
ebandise,  undcir  certain  circumstances,  frdm  Greit 
Britain,  her  colonies,  or  dependencies!  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  «  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next.       ' 

Ma'.  N.  said,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  fqr  toixte  time  delayed  making  a  re- 
port-upon  these  petitions,^  waiting  to-aee  the  course 
which  Congress  would  take  in  relation  to  oar  dif- 
ferences with  Great-Britain.  Finding  the  United 
States  are  ab^u^to  take  a  manly  attitude  and  to 
maintain  tlteir  national  rights  with  firmness  aid 
spirit,  they  cdnceive  that,  all  goods,  wares,  asd 
mercnandise,  that  wer^  purchased  or  contracted 
for  by  our  merchants  in  the  British  domintoos, 
anterior  to  the  second- of  Febroary  last)  oogbtte 
be  permitted  to'he  imported  into  the  United  States, 
and  therefore  directed  their  chairman  to  report 
this  bill. 

A  Message  was  receired  from  the  Preddent  of 
the-Uftited  States,  enclosing  a  report  from  the  Di- 
rector of  the  Mint  for  the  laat  y^ear,  in  which  it  is 
stated  that  the  suppljrof  silver  bullion  had^aerer 
before  been  more  abundant,  than  it  had  bean  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  year. — Ordered  to' be 
printed.   • 

The  House  next  went  into  Committee  on  the 
bill  to  empower  th«  Secretary  of  ih*  Treasury  to 
decide  upon  the  case  of  the  Eliza  Ann,  of  New 
York }  wh jch,  being  gone  through^,  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  t>rdered  to  a  third  reading* 

MONltldNS  OF  WAR. 

Mr.  SsygBBT^lled  for  the  order  of  the  day  oa 
the  bill  authorizing  the  purobase  of  ordoaoee 
jstores,  catnp  equipagej  aiid  other  quartcrmaslcPJ 
stores  and  smah  arms.  * 

The  Hou^Q  baring  agreed  to  tiJce  op.*^^  ™  *' 
it  resolved  itself  into  a  Conunittee  of  the  Whole 
upon  it;  when,  the  bill  haiHn^  be<Mi  read  thtougb) 
and  the  Question  being  upon  filling  the  first  btai», 
Mr.  Setbert  sppke  as  follows :  , 

^  Mr,  Chairnaan— The  WU  which  I  hate  caUei 
Wore  the  Committee,  is  one  of  the  first  ifl)P<^'' 
tancei  A  genei^.l  repoh  was  heretofore  made  » 
the  House,  founrded  on  the  ^tutements  and  lae» 
which  were  communicated  to  the  Coaunitieesf 
the  Secretories  of  the  War  and  Nary  Dep*^ 
meiits;. every  position*  therein  assumed,  ^'JJ 
naaintained  by  nicontrorertible  factsw  ^"^ 
been  said  &bout  expense  -in  my  ppinloo,  ,«hea  t 
nation  has  decided  upon  the^rreat  question  ol^?^ 
every  minor  question  is  thereby  absorbed  and  oo- 
lite raled-*^!  hie  question  amalgamttes  every  s»^' 
ceeding  one.  War  should  only  bo^niered  !■» 
when  <;oDaideratioQ«  of  expense  can  have  no  w* 
fluenee'  o«  the  decision.  3uch  appears  to  ^®r: 
present  condition  of  this  nation.  We  **^*^u 
mined  •ia. favor  of  reaistance  to  the  «Bwarftw«»' 
und  upjust  aggtefiaiona  of  Great  Bdtaiti  an  ^^ 
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•overeigo  rights — we  cannot  stop,  we  ctnnjot  draw 
baek,  unless  she  recedes  and  repeals  her  hostile 
edicts.'  Whenibe  war  is  oqmmenced,  it  most  be 
▼iewed  as  an^ appendage  to  the  war  for  iodepeii- 
dence.    Too   baye  alreadjr  Uken  the  previous 
qnesiion  on  the  sabject}  yon  ha?e  voted  a  reg. 
iilar  army  of  29,060  in«n,  in  addition  to  your  Peace 
Ssuiblishment— they  cannot  be  kept  idle ;  idlenem 
is  the  bane  of  >he  honorable  soldier ;  to  make  them 
eflkient  you  am  ust  supply  them  with  arms.    i1iav« 
heard  it  said  on  thia  floor,  that  a  part  oryoiir  mi- 
litia, the  bolwark#of  the  nation,  is  supplied  with 
eamsUdka  instead* of  yireZocfct.    If  this  bp  a  truth, 
O!  for  Heaven's  sake,  apply  a  speedy  remedy, 
you  bare  the  means  within  your  reach  :  at  any 
rate,  make  ypur  "regulars  as  efficient  aspossible. 
On  this  subject  there  can  be  no  difierenoe  df  sen- 
tianent  in  this  House.    U^ires  me  peculiar  plea- 
sure, when  I  compare  our  present  means  with 
those  which  we  deemed  competent 4o  commence 
the  war  for  American,  independence.    At  that  pf- 
riod,  our  iiuihers  needed  everything,  5ut  a  bold 
and  intrepid  spirit,  to  lead  them  to  freedom.   They 
determined  on  the  contest,  and  were  triumphant. 
Can  we  hesiute  ?    Surely  not,  sir,  when  we  have 
all  the  necessary  materiids-within  our  reach;  nay, 
they  are  our  nationaKresourees.    Need  I  detail  to 
yoo  ai^aiDf  that  we-possess  five  hundred  and  thirty 
operaiive  forges,  furbaces  and  bloomeries;  two 
hundred  and  seven  powder  mills;  that  the  iron 
which  is  annually'  manufactured  is  incalculably 
in  amount;  that  your  lead  mines  offer  a  superflu^ 
ity  of  that  article ;  that  our  resources  for  saltpetre 
in  the  Western  States  are  extensively  known,  and 
thai  the  supplies  may  be  made  as  abundant  as  the 
article  is  all-important.    For  sulphur,  sir  in  com" 
monr'with  most  other  nations,  w6  are  now  depen- 
dent on  foreign  supplies  i  still  I  do  not  despond  : 
and  shall  it  be  hereafter  necetoary,  from  circum- 
stances, to  seek  fw  additions  to  the  quantity  at 
present  at  our  command,  I  antii^pate  the  aid  qf 
science,  of  chemical  science,  to  [>oint  out  the  moder 
to  separate  this  article  from  its  combinations, 
which  abound  in  the  United  States. 

Sir,  to  some  the  amount  which  I  shall  require 
mav  aeem  enormous.  It  will  be  well  applied ; 
and  to  gentlemen  wh;>  feel  uneasiness  on  the  sub- 
ject, let  them  .rest  easy  when  they  are  told,  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  articles  for  which  the  ex- 
penditures are  contemplated,  are^such  as  are  im- 
peruhable  from  their  nature  |  so  that  if  Great 
britain  shall  proceed  to  do-ur  justice,  and  1  hope 
to  God  she  will  without  forcing  them  to  arms, 
these  supplies  will  form<a  stock  for  tne  nation  in 
cases  of  future  emergency. 

One  word,  sir,  on  the  subject  of  arms*  The 
present  stock  is  sufficient  for  all  our  purposes^ 
oat  public  establishments,  and  such  as  are  fur- 
aished  by  individuals,  will  enable  us  to  g[ratify 
the  most  sanguine  expectations  on  this  subject. 

Sir,  I  will  read  to  you  the  estimates  which  have 
been  furnished  by  the  pfoper  departments,  and 
will  thea  submit  td  the  Committee  ihe  aeveral 
sums  which  are  necessary  to  be  voted  by. the  bill. 
Mr.  S.  having  read  the  estimates  of  which  he 
alloded,  moved  to  fill  the  first  blank  with  one  mil- 


lion five  hundred  tfaoojsand  dollarsy  and  theseeottd 
with  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  i|io- 
tions  were  ^reed  to  without  a  division.  The 
two  sections  of  the  bill  then  read  as  follows: 

**Beit  enacted;  4^  That  the  soai  of  one  miUioii 
&w  htwdred  thousand  doUan  be,  and  the  samfi  is  here- 
by appioprislied  for  the  parchase,  undat  the  directioa 
of  the  Pr^sid^t  of  the  United-  Btate*,  of  ordnance, 
ordnance  stores,  camp  equipage,  and  other  qaartermaft- 
ter*s  stores,  £>b  the  use  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

'*  That  the  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purchase, 
uqder  the  direction'' of  the  President  of  the  United 
(States;  of  saltpetre,  and 'sulphur,  for  making  the  same 
into  powder,  und  for  ordnance  -and  small  arms  for  the 
use  of  the  NaVy  of  the  United  States.'' 

The  Commfittefe  ros^-,  the  House  ogreed  to  the 
amendments,  and  the  biH  was  ordered  to  be  rekd 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 

DISABLE Ji  SOLDIERfif. 

Mr.  Dawson  then  called  up  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  infirm,  superannuated,  and  disabled  officers 
and  soldiers  $  which-"  diotion  being  agreed  to.  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comniittee  or  the 
Whole  upon  it  j  when  Mr.  D.  spoke  as  follows  :** 

filf.  Chairman :  The  pressure  of  business  relative 
to  our  foreige  affairs,  and  my  infirm  itate  of  health, 
have  delayed,  an  indulgence  of  my  wishes  in 
bringing  forward  this  subject  at  an  earlier  period, 
jand  indeed  I  ik>w  find  it  impossible  to  do  it  that 
justice  which  it  merits. 

In  prese'nling  to  you  this  bill,  I  have  obeyed 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  and  the  dictates  of  my 
own  jud^rqent,  while  I  have  gratified  the, best 
wishes  ot  my-own  hearL  It  is  a  subject  about 
which,  in  comn^on,  1  trust,  with  a  majority  of  this 
House,  I  feel  warmly  interested — it  is  a  subject 
which  haa  often  been  brought  to  the  view  of  this 
Hou^,  and  the  principle  has.  always  appeared  to 
me  to  merit  the  sanction  of  this  House.  A  much 
valued  friend  of  mine,  an  honorable  gentleman 
who  now  sijs  on  the  beach  in  aoieighboring  Sute, 
and  who  himself  was  carried  from  the  field  cov- 
ered with  wounds  and  honor,  qften  Called  the  at* 
tention  of  Congress  to  the  sufferings  of  his  fellow 
soldiers,  now  infirm.  disabled,u)nd  superannuated, 
by  wounds  received  in  our  Revolutionary  war. 
His  voice  was  never  raised  in  vain,  though  his 
efforts  were  never  attended  with  success,  owing 
to  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  details  of  the 
bilj.  The  committee  haVe  endeavored  to  avoid 
that  evil,  hy  extending  the  provisions  ef  the  bill 
tb  the  case  of  .every  person  who  sustained  injury 
in  his  person,  .while  in  the  actual  service  of  his 
country.  This,  bir,  meets  with  my  approbation, 
tboush  I  shall. with  pleasure  accede  to  the  views 
of  other  gentlemen  as  to  amendments  not  fatal  to 
the  bill,,  my  first  object  being  to  get  this  insUtu- 
lion  established,  leaving  it  to  time  and  to  experi- 
ence to  point, out  and  cure  its  defects. 

Ever  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
this  House,  I  have  voted  in  favor  of  every  claim, 
which  appeared  to  be  founded  in  justice,  and  I 
have  extended-  that  ptinciple  with  a  liberal  hand 
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towards  those  who  rendered  us  serrioes,  espeerally 
'persoDfil'  servjc^  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Their  numher  js  imdw  small  kideed,  and  in  my , 
judgment  It  ill  becomes  a  greai,  and  T  trust  a 

grateful  nation,  to  sufibr  those  who  have  fought 
er  hadles  to^o  down  in*  poverty  and  sorrow  to 
the  graven  No,  sir,  Ve  ouglit  to  nfibrd  food  and 
raiment  to  the  infirm  and  superannuated,  and.  to 
ponr  balm  into  the  disabled,  defenders  of  their 
country.  Every  principle  of  jti5ti(!e;  gratitude, 
and  humanity,  call  aloud  for  this.-  And  there  is 
one  consider^tiph^  arising  from  policy,  whieh  in 
iny  ludgment  strongly  urges,  its  adoption.*  We 
shall  probably  soon  be  involyed'in  a  war*  On 
yesterday  we  passed  a  bill  for  raising  a  large  ariny. 
Pass  this  bill,  and  it  will  have  a  happy  effect  in 
filling  your  rank^;  yes,  wheo.it  is  seen  that  our 
country  is  not  ungrateful — that  she  will  make 
comfortable  the  declining  vears  of  those  who  have 
spent  their  better  days  in  her  service,  it  wJH  be  a 
strong  inducement  with  many  tO' step  forward 
and  i^nter  into  that  service. 

I  aiQ  far,  very  far,.ftom  thinking  this  bill  per^ 
i^t.  1  am  sensible  that  it- has  many  ijefects,  and 
I  invite  the  friendly  ^id  of  all  gentlemen,  on  every 
aide  of  the  Committee,  and  particularly  of*  the 
eelect  committee,  to  point  oiH,  and  endeavor  to 
cure  these  defects,  and  to  establish  a  system  "whleh 
-will  do  honor  to  this  House  and  to  this  coutry. 

Mr.  RiTEA  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  a  new 
section.  '^  providing  a  pension .  for  ^very  noacom- 
'jais9i6ned  officer  and  soldier,  who,  by  reason 

*  <H  having  a  family,  or  for  other  good  cause,  may 

*  not  bcable  to  join  thecorps  of  Invalids,  not  ex- 

*  eeeding  half  the  pay  of  such  noo-Commi^ioned 

*  officer  or  soldier." 

This^aitocndixvent,  after  some  debate,  was  nega- 
tivedj  and  the  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Daw'sott  gave  notice  he  would  call  it  up 
on  Thursday. 

STATUTE  OF  LIMITATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the  House  resol- 
Ted  itself  into  a  Committee,  on  a  report  of  the 
'Committee  of  Claims  on  the  subjeci'of  excepting 
certain  claims  from  the  act  of  limitations.  The 
report  of  the  committee  being  read,  which  con- 
cluded, with  a  resolve  that;  it  is  inexpedient  to 
open  the  act  of  linoitations  for  the  claims  in 
-question  r  • 

Mr.  Gholson  looped  the  committed  wpuld  not 
agree  to  this  report.  Information  bad  beertvre- 
ceived  from  the  Treasury  Departihent,  stating  vn 
a  distinct  and  unequivocal  rrianner.  that  all  this 
description  of  claims  (which  tyere  all  liquidated 
claims,  such  as  indents  of  interest,  eeftificates^dbc.,) 
might  be  allowed  by  the  Government,  without 
danger  of  fraud  or  Imposition ;  and,  said  M.r.G.,  if 
.just^e  can  be  extended  to  Ibis  description  of 
claiAiants.  without  danger,  why  should  it  be  de- 
ferred ?.  Only  one.solitary  reason  had  been  oflFered 
— diat  the  persons  really  entitled  to  these  claims 
upon  Government  ini^ht  not  get  the  nooney.  He 
hoped  this  would  not  be  su^lcien.t  to  prevent  Con- 
gress from  doing  what  was  just  6b  the  occasion. 


Mr.  CLAt  (the  Speaker)  hoped  the  Committee 
would  disagree  to  this  resolution.    It  appears  that 
the  officers  of  the  Treasury  are  of  opinion  that 
provision   fnay  be  made  for  this  de^ription  of 
claims  without  that  danger  of  fVaud,  which  might 
possibly  arise  from  a  total  repeal  of  the  statute -of 
limitiitioss ;  that4lieir  whole  amount  does  not  ex- 
ceed ^300,000,  and  the  ^probability  is,  that  one- 
fifth  will  never  be  applied  for,«hou)d  they  be  au- 
thorized to  be  paid.    What,  said  Mr.  C,  is  this 
statute  ofUmitatioos,  which,  whenever  mentioned 
in  this  House,  seems  tomake  every  body  tremble  1 
It  is  a  general  rule  prescribed  \fy  (he  Government 
for  the  direction  of  its*  accounting  officers  in  order 
to  exclude  unjust  claims.    Wh«l  are  statutes  of 
limitation  ar  applieable  to  indtvidtial  cases?    A 
rule  htider  which  individuals  claim  protection 
wheniever  they  choose  to  do  so,  and  when,  from 
the  lapse  of  time,  or  k>ss  of  evidence,  they  would 
be  injured,  were  they  nor  to  take  this  advantage. 
Bnt  m  these  statdtes  of  limitation,  there  are  al- 
ways exceptions  ift  favor  of  cases  of  disability,  in- 
fancy, coverture,  insanity,  absence  oeyond  aea,  dbc. 
But  What  is  the  course  whidi  an  individual  would 
take  who  fo^ind  himself  protected  by  a  statute 
of  limitation  7    He  would  examine  the  justice  of 
the  claim  brought* against  him,  if  the  claim  were 
just,  if  h^  had  been  deprived  of  no  evidence  by 
the  delay,  if  as  able  to  pay  it  as  if  it  had  been  pre- 
'  sented  at  an  earlierday,  he  will  not  hesitate  to  dia- 
eharge  the  claim^  and  acorii  to  take  advantage  of 
the  statute.    And,  said  Mr.  C,  shall  the  Govern- 
ment be  less  f^ilting'to  discharge  its  just  debts 
than  an  honest  individual?  '  Shall  we  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  the  clitims  of  individuals  upon  Gdvernment 
because  of  this  aftatute?    He  trusted  no|.    The 
Committee  of  Clalnrs  ooglit  to  examine  the  merit 
of  every  claim  ^hleh  comes  before  it, and  if  it  be 
joat,  decide  in  its  favOf.    But  what,  said  Mr.  C^ 
lias  been  the  history  of  claiOEis,  for  four  or  five 
years  past?    When  a  solitary  claim  was  pre- 
sented, the  House  would  say,  we  oaAnot  legislate 
upon-  indlviduar  cases.    They  occupy  too  niueh 
or  our  time.    The  claim  is  put  aside.    The  same 
indivklual,  dome  time  after,  appears  in  company 
with  other$».     We  then  say  there  are  too  maoy 
of  these  claims — their  amount  is  too  large,  and 
the  Treasury  too  poor — that  there  are  a  great 
many  other  claims  equally  well  fbunded — that  jus- 
tice cannot  he  done  to  them  all.    Sometimes 
there  is  a  division  bet  weeti  the  two  Houses.    This 
House  passes  a  bill  in  favor  of  some  particular 
claim — the/>tfaer  tells  you,  thev  wilt  not  legislate 
for  particular  cases ;  that .  if  they  act,  they  wish 
to  take  up  the  subject' ^ener,ally.    Mr.  C.  said,  it 
was  his  wish,  both  in  his  public  and  private  char- 
acter, its  far  as  possible,  to  do  justice;  he  tbere- 
fore  hoped*  the  course  proposed  by  the  Chairmaa 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  would  be  agreed  to. 
The  resolution  recommended  by  the  report  was 
negatived|  54  to  31 ;  and  a  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  Gold,  recommending  a  provision  by  law  for 
these  claims,  after  some  objections  from  Mr.  Al- 
ston, was  agfced  to  89  to  36. 
'    The  Committee  then  took  up,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
OttOLOOit,  a  resolution  which  had  beoi  refotred 
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to  tbem,  directing  aa  inquirjr  iota  the  OMritt  of 
ill  clftims  deferred  ta  the  Comtniitee  of  Glaiins, 
netwithstandiof  sach  claims  fcnay  be,  barred  by 
tbe  staui  te  of  1  im  i  tatitms.  • 

After  some  obseryations  in  favor  of  this  resola* 
tioD  by  Mr.  Ghols&n  aM  Mr.  Mllnor,  and 
against  it  by  Mr.  Bacon,  the  Cofninittee  rose 
without  taking  a  question  upon  i<,  and  obtaii^ed 
leare  to  sit  again. 

WBiwtSDAT;  January  8. 

Mr.  Lfiwia  {>re.seoted  a  menjorial  of  the  Levy 
Court  of  Washington  county,  I^istrict  of  Colum- 
bia, praying  such  alterations  in  the  laws  of  the 
District  as  will  enable  the  said  court  to  impose 
taxej  on  the*whoIe  of  the  said  county,  and  to  erect 
and  maintain  a  penitentiary ;  and  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  court  may  be  taken  from  the,  several 
seclioos  of  the  county  according  to  ibeir  respec- 
tive aomber  of  inhabitants.— Referred  to  llie  Copi- 
miaeefor  the  District  of  Columbia. 

TbeSpEAKsa  laid  befojre.the  Housea'resolu- 
tioaof  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
approbatory  of  the  sentiments  contained  in  the 
President's  Message  at  the  commencement  of  the 
9essioo,aad  declaring  their,  determiaatioii  to  sop- 
port,  in  every  Way,  such  erasures  tu$  the  Govern- 
BCDt  may  find  it  expedient  to  adopt  towards  the 
European  belligerents,— Ordered  to  lie. on  the 
table.  . 

An  eagrossed  biH  aathorrzlog  the.purchas&  of 
ordnaoce  and  ordpance  stores,  camp  equipage,  and 
other  quarterma^ierV  stores,  and  small  arms,  was 
read  the  third  time^  and  passed;  as  was  also  the 
bill  in  th'&case  (if  the  ship  Eliza  Ana. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  petition 
of  the  tJrsuIine  Nuns  at  New  Orleans,  praying 
that  the  hospital  whl^ch  adjoins  their  convent,  and 
isiaa  decayed  state,  may  be  removed,  and  thai 
they  may  be  permitted  to  build  a  house  thereon 
for  the  education  of  females.-^Referred. 

Mr.  MiTQHii^L  presented  th^  petition  of  certain 
iohabitaats  or  Misaisaippi  territory,  stating  iftat 
boaitneii,  who  naitigate  the  Ohio,  are  frequedily 
tiken  sick  at  the  Natehea ;  that  the  ir^habitaats 
of  thatpUee  and  the  Wesiern  ^ountry^have  made 
consitorahle  exertions  amongst  themselves  to  ea- 
tablish  a  Jiospital  for  their  receptioa.  Thiis  pe^ 
titioo  prays  for  aofoe  portion 'of  lands  to  ^mtble 
them  to  elect  their  work,  which  he  moved  to  be 
referred  to  the  Cooimittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTBit  hoped  t^e  geottemaa  from 
New  York  would  suffer  this  petition  to  lie  apoa 
tbt  table  ontil  tonnorrow.  Jle  presented  a  peti-» 
tioQ  of  a  aimilai^  kind  at  two  different  sessions, 
which  not  only  asked  for  lands,  but  proposed  a 
tax  on  these  b<nitmei»  for  effecting  this  par  pose, 
and  which  bad  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Comnierce  and  Mamifactores,  bat  updo  which, 
though  he  had  frequently  pressed  the  committee 
oB  the  subject,  no  report  bad  ever  been  m%de.'  It 
tbis  petition  la^  tilfc^  to* morrow,  he  would  prociu'e 
the  petition  which  he  &ad  meatioaed,  and  btve  it 
referred  at  the  same  time. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
ttUe. 


VOLUNTEER  CORPS.  \ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  the  Hbuse  took  up 
the  order  of  the  day,  and  went  into  a  Committee- 
on-  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  accept  of  certain  volunteer  corps. 

The'bill  being  read,  an  amendment  was  pro- 
posed to  p^even^  the  land  which''  is  provided  for 
tbe  heirs  and  representatives^f  any  volunteer  who 
shall  fall  ip  the  service  from  being  sold  to' specu- 
lators;, but,  after  various  attempts,  at. ao^ending 
tiie  amendment,  and  considerable  discussion,  it 
was  discovered  ihatjno  volunteer  could  dispose  of 
this  laad,  as  he'never  would  4iave  any  right  in  it, 
aar  it  vested  in  his  heirs  in  case  he  died  in  the  ser" 
vice  only.  X^^^'^^'^^'^^Q^'^^'^^^^^ursedis^- 
•greed  to.       i 

A  mbtron  wa^  afterwards  made  to  allow  eftrf 
volunteer^  who  had  served  twelve  tn on ths^oo  leav* 
ing  the  service,  eighty  acres  of  land  ;  but  this  was 
disagreed  to,  on  the  ground  that  the  men  who 
entered  into  tbis  service,  would  enter  from  patri- 
otic motive's,  and  oueht  not  to  be  put  upon  a  level 
with  the  regular  soldiers. 

The  Committee  rose,  without  going  through 
tb^  biH,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

BATTLE  ON  THE  WABASH. 

Mr.  McKbb.  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred,  the  Meesage  of  the 
President,  transmitting  two  letters  from  Governor 
Harrison,  reporting  the  particulars  and  issue  ef 
the  expedition  under  his  command  against  the 
hos^le  Indians  on  the  Wabash  river,  and  the 
memorials  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Ter« 
riiory,  and  the  eti&cers  and  soldiers  who  served  in 
the  ftaid  expedition,  presente(f  the.  tweaty-faurilk 
ultinaoi,  Aade  a  report  thereoa ;  which  was  read, 
add  committed  to  a  Committ^  of  the  Whole  to^ 
morrow.  The  report  fs  as  follows  e 
^  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the.  Message 
of  the  President^f  the  United  States,  transmitting  two 
letters  from  Croyernor  Harrisoh,  of  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, roponing  the  pfrticatmrs  and  the  issae  of  the  ex- 
pedition iH>der  fail  command  tfgaiiMt  the  hostile  Indiana 
on  the -Wabash,  and  to  wKom  was  also  reftrred  tiie. 
memorial  ef  the  Creaeral  Assembly  of  the  Indiana  Te#« 
ritory,  and  the  memorial  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  militia  of  Knox  covnty,  in  the  Indiana  TeMtorj^ 
who  served  hi  the  late  campoigA  andar  the  eemmaa  J 
of  Goveni/Qr  Harrison*  Bqport: 

That  they  have  had  the  aeveral  matters  totham  lafiNP* 
red  Under  their  oonstderatioa,  and  have  gifefr  to  then, 
that  atteatioa  which  their  importance  seems  to  merit 

It  appears  tb  the  committee,  that  the  troops  andet 
the  eommand  of  Governor  Harrison  may  very  properly 
be  termed  raw  'troops ."  very  few  of  the^  ^fficers^  and 
almoat  none  of  the  men,  had  oarer  been  in  actdal  ser- 
vice ;  and  a  conndeiable  portion  of  them- had  been  only 
a  lew  weeks  witiiiBrawn  fkom  Use  pursuits  of  civil  )i£s- 
The  attack  made  on  this  qaickly-assembled  army  by 
the  hostile  Indiana  on  the  Wabash,  when  viewed,  either 
a«  it  relates  to  the  nature  of  the  enemy,  the  ti|k|o^  or 
tb^  violence  with  which  the  attack  was  made,  cannot 
bnt  be  considered  of  such  a  oharaotei'  as  wonld  have 
severely  tested  the  collected  firmneas  of  the  most  aUe* 
and  experisnoed  troops.  This  attadt,  videbt  and  ^b^ 
ezpedked  Ml  it  mma  to  have  bean,  fTas  rapeUed  by  the 
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troops  under  the  comttMnd  of  GoTemor  Harrison,  with 
a,  gaUantry  and  good  conduct  worthy  of  future  imita- 
tion/ The  whole  tranaaciion,  in  the  x>pinioa  of  the 
committee,  presepts  to  the  American,  people  a  n^w 
proof  that  the  dauntless  spirit  Of  our  ancestors^  hj  whom 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  was  so  ably  and  success- 
fully maintained,  has  not  been  diminished  by  more  than 
thirty  ^e^rs  of  almost  uninterrupted  peace,  but  that  it 
has  been  handed  down,  unimpaired  to  their  posterity. 

In  estimating  the  claims  of  the  army  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  the-Umted  Slates,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
the  nature  of- the  country,  as  wellaa  of  the  enemy  to 
bd  encountered,  subjected  Uhe  urmy  to  many  extreme 
hdrdshipe,  and  equal  dangers,  where  .everythittg  was 
hazarded,  and  btit  little  could  be  gained,  except  the 
regard  of  their  coutatry.  *      .  -    * 

The  volunteers  and  miUtiat(to  whoa4  claims  the  me- 
Biortals  referred  to  the  committee  pArticularly  relate) 
were  in  actual  service  bat  a  short  time^  for  which  alone 
they  are  entitled  to  pay  by  law  ;  the  qpm'pensatibn, 
t^ierefore,  to  which  they  are  entitled,  is  not  at  pll  com-, 
mensurate  to  the  services  rendered,  and  the  dangers 
incurred.  Besides,  many  of  the  oflScers.'and  men  wnp 
fell,  or  were  wounded,  in  the  battle  of  the  7th  Novem- 
ber, 1811,  were  purchaseirs  of  the  public  lands,  for 
which  they  were  indebted  to  the  United  States ;  vfhich 
debt  fiills  <{ue  in  a  short  time,  and  the  penalty  of  for- 
feiture will  be  incurred  if  the.debt  is  not  paid.  '  It  would 
be  unjust  to  indict  a  p^tialty  so  severe  pn  the  discon- 
solate widows  and  orphans  of  those  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  volunteers  and  militia,  who,  in  common  with 
their  brother  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular  troops, 
fell  in  their  country's  cause,  in  a  manner  so  distin- 
gnished,  that  nothing  was  wanting  bui  a  great  dcca- 
sion,  interesting  to  the  feding^s  of  the  American  pedple, 
to  have  crowned  their  nfmies  with  unfading  laureb. 

At  an  evidence,  therefore,  of  fhe  regard  due  to  the 
bravery  and  ability  displayed'  by  the  troops  under  the 
comA^and  of  Governor  HarrisoD,  in  the  battle. of  the 
7lh  November,  ^11,  as  well  as  to  relieve  the  represent- 
atives of  those  who  wete  killed  in  the  action,  firom  the 
pie^oniaiy  losses .  incurred  in  oQUsequeoce  .thereof^  the 
committee  respectfully  submit  the  foUuwing  resolutionft: 

1.  ReMhtedf  That  one  month's  pay  ought  to  be 
allowed,  in  addition  to  ^e  cemmon  allowance,  to  Ihe 
officers,  (acoording  to  the  rank  wliicb  thev  held,)  the 
.Bon-commiasioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  regulars, 
volnnteeri^,  and  militia,  and  to  the  legfal  repiesentativM 
of  yiase  who  .were  killed  or  have  since  died  of  their 
wonnds*  eompOBUXg  tl^' army  under  the  commuidof 
G(^''  Hanisoo,  in  the  late  campaign  on.  the  Webaah* 

2.  Resolved,  That  five  years' ^atf^y  ought  te  be 
'aUowed  to  the  legal  r^pteeentatives  of  the  oflkert,  (ac- 
oofding  t6  the  rank  Which  they  held,)  4he  non-ciom- 
missioned  ^cers,  and  privates,  of  the  vohmteers  and 
militia  who- were  killed  in  the  battle  of  the  7th  Novem- 
ber, 1811,  or  who  he^efinoe  died  of  their  wounds, 

8.  Mesobfed,  That  provitdon  ought  to  be  made4>ylaW 
to  place  on  the  penrswn  list  the  officers,  (according  to 
the  rank  which  they  behl,)  the  non-commissioned  offif 
cers,  and  soldiers,  ef  the  volunteers  and  miHtfa  whe 
served  in  the  late  campaign  oh  the  Wabash,  under  the 
command  of  Governor  Harrison,  and  who  have  beto 
wounded  or  disabled  in  the  said  campaign. 

4.  Retoloedy  That  provision  onght  to  be  made  by  law 
te  pay  for  the  horses  and  other  proper^  of  individuals 
loat  ii^)  or  in  censeqn^nce  of,  the  said  battle. 

5.  Reaoited,  That  the  farther  time  of  -; —  years 
evgfat'to  be  eUowed  to  ehe  offieets  end  sdUiere  who 


were^jroanded,a0d  tothe  legal  representatives  of  those 
who  were  killed,  in  the  said  battle,  to  complete  the  pay- 
ments due  or  which  ms^  fall  due  to  the  United  States 
on  any  piirchases  of  the  public  lands  made  by  t(iem 
befbre  the  said  battle. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
formirtg  the  House  that  the  Senate  had  agreed  to 
all  their  dmendraents  to  the  biH  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional miNtary  force,  excejrt  the  proviso  in  ibe  first 
section,  and  the  the ee  additional  senuioos,  to  which 
they  disagree. 

The  proviso  disagreed  to,  is  in  the  following 
Wprcjs: 

"  Provided,  howettr.  That  commissioned  officen  fiw 
isix  only  of  the  tfaid  regiments  shall  be  appointed,  unffl 
three-fourth:*  of  the  privates  requisite  to  ceniplete  such 
six  regiments  have  been  enlisted,  when  the  commis- 
sioned officers  for  the  remaining  seven  regiments  shaU 
be^>pointed." 

Tlie  following  are  the  three  sections  disagreed 
to: 

"  Thit  the  officers,  who  may  te  appointed  in  vir^e 
<ii  this  act,  shej^  respectively  continue  in  commission 
during  such  ierm  only  as  the  Presideqt  shall  judge  re- 
quisite fof  the  public  service;  and  that  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  President  (6  discharge  the  wh^  or  any  part 
of  the  troops,  which  may  be  raised  under  the  authority 
'of  tbis  act,  yvhenever  he  shall  judge  the  measure  een- 
sisten^  wjth  ihe  public  welfare. 

"  That  no  general,  field  or  staff  officer,  who  may  be 
appQinted  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive' any  pay  or  emoluments  until  lie  shall  be  called 
into  aerial  service,  nor  pt  any  lonj^er  time  than  ha 
sHail  continue  therein. 

"Thkt  in  the  recess  oi  the  Senate*  the  President  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized,  to  appoint  all  or 
any  of  the  officers,  other  than  thegeneral  oMrers  proper 
to  be  appoiQt^d  underthis  act,  wmch  appointment  snail 
be  tfubraitted  to  the  Senate  at  their  next  session,  for 
their  advice  and  consent." 


TuuRsoAT^  Jadufirj  Qp  ,  . 
/Tbepetition  wblcb  i he  Speaker  laid  before  tke 
HdOse  yesterday,  from  the  Ursuline  nuns'^t  N«w 
Ockaqa,  was  enciesed  ta  hina  and  reoommendad 
by  Qovemor  Claiborne,  k  prared  for  an  ex- 
change of  the  military  bospitai  foi-  eooM  laU 
which  iKey  bold  in  that  city  better  calculated  for 
a  ho8|lital.    After  ibe  petition  was  reaii, 

Mff.  Dawsoii  observed  tliat  he  bad  recehred  a 
letter  irora'  Qoyeraor  Claiborne  jrelative  to  that 
petition,  and  in^conjlrmatiod  of  the  facts  thereiii 
stated.  This  coalitiunity>of  nuns  is  a  ni08»t  re- 
spectable and  useful  0)  ember  of  society,  tbe  Whole 
ot  their  temporal  cares  bein^  directed  to  ihe  edn- 
cation  of  female  yottth.  They  are  that  cooiina- 
nity  which  seme  years  affo  presented  n  raost-ele- 
gant  address  to  the  th«T)  Presideht  of  the  United 
States,  and  received  from  him  an  equally  elegant 
answer. 

I  am  well  assured  that  the  lots  which  they  wish 
to  exchange  are  more  valuable,  and  better  suited 
for  theerection  of  a. hospital  than  those  on  which 
the  hospital  now  stands.  I,  therefore,  mof  e  ibat 
the  petition  and  eccompanying  papers  \k  referred 
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to  a  select  coiainittee,  who  will,  do  doubt,  coo- 
Terse  with  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject. 

Tbie  was  ajfreed  to,  and  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr. 
Lowndes,  aod  Mr.  Macon,  ^ere  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  prescDted  to  the  House  the 
petition  from  the  Mayor  and  other  citizeoB  of 
Natchez,  oa  the  subject  of  erecting^  hospital  for 
the  receptioo  of  sicK  -boatmen  employed  on  the 
ibe  Mississippi,  \fi  which  he  referfed  yesterday. 
This  petitioQ,  with  that  presented  yeijlerday  by 
Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  was  referred.  ^ 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  (he  Siecretary  of  the  Treasury 
enclosin^a  ire  port  of  the  Commissioaers  of  the 
Eastern  District  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  of  re- 
jected claims. — Referred  to  the  Commit^^e  on 
rablic  Lands. 


ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCH. 

Mr.  iPoBTBR  caHed  for  the  eonsideratioa  of 
the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  military  force^ 
which  motion  bein^  agreed  to,  the  amendments 
diMgreed  to  by  th^  Senate  were  read,  when 

N&.  PoBTBR  moTed  that  the  Houfe,  recede  froo^ 
thesa  amendments.    He  made  this '  motion  from 
no  change  of  sentiment;  but  from  a  desire  to  pri- 
Teot  fiirUier  delay..  Hb  ha4  always  been  of  opin- , 
ion  that,  if  we  went  fo  war^  the  first  operations  of 
the  war  would  be  carried  on  by  the  volunteer 
corps  and  the  troops  a|ready  in  fbrcc,  because  tbes 
volunte^  will  not  only  be  much-saonest  r/eady  to 
uke  the  field,  but  they  will  be  already  armed  and 
disciplined,  whereas  the  .new  troops  would  be 
drawa  froiti  different  parts  o/  the  Union,  and 
probably  be  eptirely  UDacquainted  with  military 
diseipiin^    It  was  under  thi^  tmpression,*that  the 
Comnsiueeof  Foreign  {Relations,  vyhen  the.  bill 
fr«m  the  Senate  Was  referred  to  |hem,  recom- 
mended  an  amendment  reducing  the  twenty^five 
thousand  men  (the  number  in  the  bill  which 
came  from  the  Senate)  to  fifteeo^thousand.    The/ 
sapposed  that  this  number,  with  those  which  had* 
bctn  authorized  for  QUiog  up  the  present  estah- 
liskmenty  would  be  sufficient,  and  aa  large  a  num- 
bet  as  would  be  at  present  raised.    But  when  this 
aa^ndment  was  prooosed  to  the  House,  it  was 
met  with  a  gust  of  zeal  and  passion.  [The  Speak- 
er said  thoee  were  improper  terms  to  W  applied  to 
tbftHouse.J   Mr.  P«  meant  not  to  reflect  upon  the 
House.  The  zeal  with  which  this  proposition  wat 
met,  erinced  a  laudable  wish  |o  raise  a  sufficient 
force  to  protect  the  rights  and  iaterests*  o/  our 
country,  ^or  did  he  feel  incltned  lo  oppose  what 
appeared  to  be  almost  an  unanimous  wish  of  this 
House  and  of  the  Senate.    He  thought.it  of  mote 
importance  to  act  promptly,  than  to  dispute  whe- 
ther there  should  be  ten  thousand*  mor^  or  less, 
men ;  <and,  therefore,  gaTe.iJi  to  the  will  of  ihe 
majority.     When  the  amendments  for  limiting 
the  appointment  of  officers,  now  disagreed-  to  by 
the  Senate,  were  introduced,  he  yoted  for  them, 
because  they  brought  the  bill  nearer  to  his  views; 
btti,  as  these  amendments  had  been  rejected  by 


Mr  SMiLiE^did  not  wish  Xo  occupy  the  tim^  of 
the  House  by  any  observations.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  motion  for  receding,  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  navs  upon  it. 

Mr.  JohNBOif  thought  he  ha\i  already  carried 
the  spirit  of  accommodation  far  enough  in  vo- 
ting for  raising  a  greater  number  of  men  than  tie 
thought  necessary  at  present.  He  would  be  one 
of  the  last  men  m  the  House  to  bring^  into  ques- 
tion the  rights  of  the  Senate,  or  to  excite  feelings, 
of  warmth  between  th^  two  Houses;  both  had 
thQ  same  country  to  serve,  and  doubtless  had  the- 
same  objects  id  view,  ifle  regretted  that  the  pas* 
sage  of  this  bill  should  be  procrastinated ;  and  If 
there  was  a  majority  in  favor  olT  receding  from 
the  amenduients,  his  remarlts  should  defer  the 
c|uestion  but  for  a  f6w  moments.  He  would  ad- 
vert to  the  course  which  this  subject  had  taken, 
in  Ofder  to  justify  those  who  are  m  favor  of  rais- 
ing a  smaller  number  of  .men  than  .is  contempla- 
ted by  the'  bill.*  It  was  not  only  (ke  opmion  of 
th^  Committee  6f  f^oreign  Relations,  but  of  ev- 
ery department  of  the  Qoveroroent,  that  t^n  thou- 
sand regular  troops,  in  addition  to  filling  uq  the 
present  Military  ETstablishmeqt*  and  the  contem- 
plated volunteer  C4>rps,  would  be  sOfficient  for  the 
first  moments  of  the  war.  After  the  first  blow 
wa9  struck,  it  w^s  believed,  there  would  be  no  dtf' 
ficulty  in  raising  a  .regulaif  force  tp  any  extent 
tha^  might  b4  wanted*  Those,  however,  in  favor 
of  ten  thousand,  out  of  a  spirit  of  accommoda- 
tion, consented  (o4he  rai^ng  of  fifteen  thousand, 
aod  aftertvards,  with  the  restrictions  in  relation 
to  the  -appointment  of  officers,  to  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men.  *  ' 

Mr.  J.  said  it  would  be  impo^ible  to  get  along 
with  this  business  if  members  did  not  act  with  an 
aQi:ommodatingsj)irit*x  Respect  ought  to  be  paid 
to  the  opinions  01,  men^who  have  luid  an  experi- 
ence of  ten,  fifteen,  oi*  twenty  years  in  the  Qov- 
erofl^ent.  If,  in  a  cause  ItkeHhe  present,  no  mem- 
ber Would  vpte  for  raising  any  but  the.  precise^ 
nupober  he  had.  in  his  own  mind  fixed  ufK^n,  the 
Hou^  would  be  able  to  pass  no  bill  upon  the 
subject.  Whilst  this  House,  was  engaged  in  dia* 
cussing  the  resolution  for  raising  an  additional 
roilitarvH force,  a  bill  on  the  subject  was  reeeived 
from  the  Senate.'  The  House  imniiediattlf  laid 
aside  their  .own  proposition,  and  took  up  the  bill. 
The  Senate  cannot  but  see  /hat  the  House  gave 
way  to  their  wishes  on  the  subject;  but  they 
ought  to  consider  that,  this  House. stands  upoh 
the  sama  ground  with  theni,  and  that  respe'ct  is 
due  to  their  decistobs.  He  bad  no  doubt  that 
many  were  induced  to  vote  for  this  bill  from  the 
amendments  to  which  the  Senate  have  disagreed. 
When  appropriations  for  this  army  are  wanted, 
this  House. will  h^^®  lo  originate  a  bill  for  the 
purpose f  and  shall  have  to  account  to  the  people* 
for  the  economieal'  expenditure  of  the  public 
mopev  in  the  prosectitioo  of  this  war.  Before  be 
woulo  lose  the  bill,  he  would,  to  be  sure,  recede 
Oom  these  amendments ;  but  he  hoped  the  House 
would,  in  the  first  instance,  adhefe  to  their  amend- 
ments, which  would  bring  on  a  conference  be- 


(he  Senate)  he  was  willing  to  recede  from  ihem.  i  tweeii  the  two  Houses  that  might  either  iaduae 
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the  SeoaU  to>  acc^t  of  jtbe  amtedments,  or  to 
fiYe  such  reasons  for  the  rejecting- them  as  might 
induee  this  Houie  more  willingly  to  recede  from 
them. 

Mr:  Wright  was  in  favor  of  receding  from  (he 
amendii)eBlfi,  rather  than^hat  the  passage  .of  the 
bill  should" be  delayed.  He  believed,  tirough  the 
Governn^ent  would  incur  a  greater  expense,  by 
thecoui*^  proposed,  the  men  would  sooner  be 
railed )  as  e?ery -officer  who  entered  (hf  servit^e 
would  find  it  his  duty  <ro  ])romote  thc^  enlistment 
of  the, men  ;  and  asube  object  was  of  magnitude, 
we  ought  ndt  to  regard  the  expense'.      ' 

Mr.  Little  wished  to  make  a  few  obsenratioi^s 
on  this  question.  The  subject  of  difference  be* 
tween  the  two  Hgusi^s  was  it  mere  matter  of  exr 
pense.  If  we  recede  from  these  amendments,  all 
the.  officers  for  the  thirteen  regiments  will  have 
to  be  at  once  appointed.  The  advantages  of  this 
coursle  ought  to, be  p^mpared  firith,  the  expensi^ 
ih  order  to  see  which  will  preponderate.  'Ip  his 
opinion,  the  filliog  up  of  this  ranks  would  depepd 
very,  mneh  on  the  chacaotec  of  the  officers  ap- 
pointed. If  we  are  immediately  to  go  to  war,  he 
thought  the  •  adviintaffes  to  be  derived  from  an 
earliy  appointment  of  the  offiaers  would,  be  .of, 
more  consequence,  than  the  expense.  Much  badT 
been  said  about  the  opinion  of  thft  Rxecuiiye  as 
to  the  Iiumber  of  men  necessary  to  be  iraised  >  be- 
thought this  branch'of  the  Governnient  ^sweU 
abie'to  judge- of  the  proper  force  to.be  raised  as 
the  Executive,  being  acquainted  with  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  countryj  apd  the  most  vuln^raUe 
parts  of  it.  He  was  in  favor  of  receding  Irom 
the  amendments! 

Mr.  Maxwjsll  was  in  favor  of  raising  an. addi- 
tional force;  but  conld  not  agree  to  abandon; 
these- amendments,  Wh«n  this  subject  was  first 
agitated,  it  appeared  tb«t  the  Executive  Was  in 
favor  of  raising  ten ,  thousltnd .  men  only.  -  He 
was,  therefore,  in.  favor  of  the  number  reported 
by  the  Cqmmittee  on  Foreign  GLelations  ^  finding 
there '.was  a  gjt6at  variety  of  opinion,  howeve;r, 
he  consented  to  vote  for  fifieep  thousand  men,  by 
Way  of  aecommodatio^n.  The  Senate  outstripped 
this  House  in  their  movements  in  this  business, 
and  sent  down  a  bill,  proposing  to-  raise  twenty- 
five  thousaajd  men.  He  was  opposed  to  this  num- 
ber, on  account  of  its  being  no  mudh  larger  than 
had  been  asked  for  b^  the  Executive,  and  he  b^. 
lieved  this  was'the  opinion  of  niiany  others ;  how- 
ever^ when  the^pro^iosition.made  by  the  Speaker 
tor  limiting  the  nonvber  of  officers  tobeappointeck 
vtas  ag^reed'  to,  he  voted  for  the  bi|i,  as  he  con- 
ceived 'many,  others  had  done  so,'  that  the  bill 
might  pass  by  as  large  a  .majority  as  possible. 
What  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  Senate  on.  this 
occasion  ?  Have  they  noted  in  anything  like  a 
spirit  of  eancili'ation  ?  Tl^ey  say,  pass  the  bill  it 
the^hape  in  which  We  send  h  to  you,  or  not  an 
all.  He.  for  ode,  would  not  iigree  to  pa^  it  in  this 
way«  He  q>ade  as  great  a  sacrifice  ^f  opinion  as 
he  was  willing  to  do.  There  Js  appoint  biejrond^ 
which,  he  trusted,  this  House  couM  not  be  driven. 
He  had  no  desire  to  see  an  army  of  officers,  with- 
out aoldieta  to  cominand,  which  wotUd  oethe 


case,  if  thesd  amendment^  were  atraek  ant  of  ihe 
bill.'     . 

Mr.  Bisn  said^  if  in  the  commeaceoEient  of  a 
.war  with  England,  we  are  to  be  reffardless  of  ex- 
pense, the  war  will  terminate,  either  before  iis 
conunepcenlent,  or  soon  after.  Whether  a  dispo- 
sition to  produce  such  an  effect  had  given  rise  to 
this  difference  between  the  two  Houses,  was  not 
his  province  to  determine*;  biu  in  the  very  act 
of  rnaking  war  against  England  for  aggressions, 
he  was  unwilUng  to  submit  to  the  usurpations  of 
.any  other  body.  He  found,  by.  the  Constitution, 
that  all  money  bills  must  originate  with  the 
House  of  Rei^resentatives ;  yet  the  Senate  has 
passed ji  bill*  incuhrins:  Jin  expense  of  eight,  nine^ 
or  ten  millioiis  of  dollars,  which  we  hive  amend- 
ed ;  but  Which  thejr  send  back  to  us,  saying:  "We 
will  expend  ien  millions,  or  nothing."  Was  not 
this  reversing  the  order  of  thin^^  It  certainly 
belodgs  to  tbts*  House,  to  provide* the  ^ays  and 
means,  and  tp  judge  of  th^  abilitv  of  the  nation 
to  raise'  them.'  He  hoped,  theretore,  the  Hoose 
wotfid  not  recede.  . 

Mr.  GaufrDT  said,  if  he  had  been  opposed  to 
jthe  bill  from  the  Senate,  be  should  be  in  favor' of 
receding'froQ)  these" ameDdments.  Though  it  is 
th$  bu^ness  of  this  House  to  originate  moooy- 
biHs,  the  gentleman  fron>  Georgm  had  carried  h'm 
ideas<on  this  subject  too  farV^  We,'  as  the  imme- 
diate Representatives  of  the  people,  are  ^pposed^ 
to  be  the  best  judges  of  what  is  proper  in  |his 
peApect;.but  it  does  not  foUo^,  thatMhe  other 
branch  qf  the  Legislature  shall  not  originate  any 
bill  which  may  call  for  money  from  the  Treasury. 
They  have  this  right,  and  we  h)»ve  the  right  to 
act  upon  such,  bills,  when  they  come  before  a^  as 
we  think  proper^-  .    , 

L^t  us  examine,  Md  ^r.  G.^  whether  the  3eii* 
ate  have  not,  acted  proj^rly  in  rejecting  these 
amendments,  and  whether  true'econbfny  will  not 
be  consulted  by- agreeing  to  t|ie  present  mocloa. 
We  Irad  determined  4hat  less  than  one-half  the 
officers  should  be  i^pj^inted  at  present,  aard  after* 
wards,  when  a.  certain*  portion  of  the  men  shall 
be  raised)  the  balance,  if  W^  shall  be  engaged  in 
war,  is  it  believed  th|it  tWjMty-five  thousand  m^ 
wiU  be  too  many  ?  Certaipty  not.  Would  it  aot, 
then«be conB«ltingeoonomyand|^patch  to  rai« 
a  somcieney  of  men  at  onoe  "t  ^or,  if  3rott  aead 
a  force  to  Canada^  you.niust  leave  a  part  of  jmu 
men  U>  gyard  y oar  posts  at  home.  The  mca 
oaght  to  be  fully  sufficient  f  iif  it  were  not,  delWt 
m^ht  be  the'Conse<|Menoe.>J 

This  bill^  said  Mr.  G.,  canie  from  the  Senate ; 
we  hare  amended  it ;  they  disagree  to  our  ameod- 
ments,  and  ask  us  .to  recede.  And  if:  we  do  no^ 
a  verbal  war  is  to  be  carried' on  between  the  two 
Houses.  Rather  than,  this  should^ take  place,  be 
would  be  for  now  yielding^a  little  on  the  score  of 
numbers,  and  injure  ibe  pa^yageof  the  bill,  which 
might  othe/wise  he  endangered.  Besides,  this  di»- 
agreement  between  the  two  Houses  would  ex- 
hibit us  in  ad  unfavorable  light,  not  only  to  our 
Own  constituents,  but  to  foreign  countries.  Gkaat 
Britain  would  be  r^ady  tosay,  '^Republican  Amer- 
^  ica  can  never  gO  to  war.    Their  Coogresa  would 
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*  rather  hold  a  Terbal  conflict  amon^  themselves 

*  than  enjrage  io  war  with  any  nation  whatever.". 

Mr.  Smtlib  hoped  the  House  would  not  recede 
from  their  amendhients,  The  genileman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Wright)  had  said  ihe  ohjeci  is 
^reat,  and  we  buffht  not  to  talk  about  expense. 
He  knew  as  well  as  that  gentleman  that  war 
coold  not  be  carried  on  without  expense.  This 
is  not  the  question.  The  question  is,  whether  we 
will  submit  to  an  unnecessary  expense?  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  URUifoy)  has 
told  US  we  ought  to  agree  with  the  Senate,  lest 
we  hazard  the  loss  of  th^  bill.  If  this  should  be 
the  case,  on  whom  will  the  responsibility  rest? 
Where  it* ought  to  rest.  Have  we  not' shown 
every  disposition  to  accommodate  ihe  Senate,  at 
the  same  time  that  we  endeavored  to  guard 
against  unnecessary  expense?  How  will  the. 
bill  stand  if  the  amendments  be  stricken  out  ?  It 
will  bean  excellent  bill  for  officers,  but  not  for 
men.  There  will  be  an^rmy  of  officers  without 
men.  Would  it  injure  the  service  if  these  amend- 
ments remain  7  He  thought  not.  He  had  doubts 
whether  the  twelve  hundred  men  for  six  regi- 
ments would  be  raised  fbr  twelve  months  from 
this  time;  and  all  this  time  the  nation  would  be 
saddled  with  the  expense  of  the  officers  for.all^ 
the  thirteen  regiments.  If  this  were  economy, 
he  did  not  understand  it.  It  will  be  remembered, 
said  Mr.  S.,  that  all  poWei*  rests  with  the  people. 
Their  opinion  supports  those  In  power;  -and  when 
that  changes,  they  ^ill  choose  those  whose  opin- 
ionfs  correspond^ with  their  own. 

Mr.  S.said  when  he  looked  forward  to  the  day 
whetr  we  should  have  to  call  upon  the  people  fur 
taxes  to'  support  this  expense,  or.  at  least,  to  pay 
the  interest  of  it— for  he  hoped  it  was  not  intend- 
ed to  borrow  money  to  pay-  the  interest  as  well 
as  principal — he  expected  great  murmuring.  For 
we  must  have  internal  taxes;  no  one  thought  of 
any  othe^  source.  AH  goes  on  very  smodthly  at 
present;  but  the  trying  time  will  be  when'the 
supplies  come  to  be  raised.  He  was  willirig  to 
enter  into  this- war;  but  he  was  unwilling  to  ex- 
pend one  shilling  unnecessarily.  "* 

Mr.  Troop  was  in  favor  of  reoediag,  because, 
in  doing  so,  he  believed  the  raijsing  of  the  troops 
would  ht  expedited;  for,  i(  ttro  hundred  officers 
coold  raise  ten  thousand  men  in  a  ^iv&n  time, 
four  hundred  officers  could  raise  twenty  thousand 
in  the  same  time.  He  could  not  help  replying  to 
a  remark  of  the  gentleman  firom  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  SmiliBj^  that  gentlemen  were  all  for  econ- 
omy. Mr.  T.  wa9  tiot  for  a  war  of  ecoi)Omy,  hot 
a  War  of  vigor.  All  wars  are  necessarily  expen- 
sire.  The  more  feeble  and  protracted  they  are, 
the  greater  will  be  the  expense;  and  the  ex|M:nse 
u  less,  in  proportion,  as  they  are  short  and  vigor- 
ous. If  we  are  not  to  have  an  energetic  war,  let 
OS  have  no  war.  He  believed  the  resources  of 
this  country  are  adequa(e  to^^ny  War.  Compare 
the  situation  of  the  country  with  what  it  was  in 
ITTS.  Our  population  now  consists  of  seven  mil- 
lions of  active,  enterprising  individuals,  carrying 
on  a  commerce  second  only  to  one  nation  in  the 
world  ;  then,  our  population  was  only  three  mil- 
l8lbC0N.l8tS£S8.— 23 


lions,  with  a  feeble  colonial  commerce,  and  the 
people  miserably  poor  in  everything  but  a  spirit 
of  liberty.  What  did  they  do?  If  gentlemen  t^ill 
recur  to  the  Journals  of  that  day,  they  will  discdv- 
er  that,  when  Congress  had  a  formidable  army 
ready  to  march,  they  had  Hot  a  dollar  of  revenue, 
and  the  people  were  too  indigent  to  raise  money. 
Congress  had  to  issue  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions  of  dolhirs.  If  it  be  thought  we 
cannot  raise  the  necessary  supplies,  we  had  better 
do  at  once,  what,  perhaps,  we  shall  find  it  neces- 
sary to  dOj  if  *  we  refuse  to  recede  from  these 
amendments — submit. 

Mr..  WiDGBRY  said,  hadnot  these  amendments 
been  made  to  the  bill,  the  minority  on  its  passage 
w6uld  have  been  much  lar^er^than  it  was.  Un- 
til gentlemen  shall  come  forward  and  offer  some 
good  reason  fur  agreeing  to  the  present  motion, 
he  should  be  opposed  to  it,  believing  this  House 
to  be  as  good  judges -of  what  was  right  as  the 
other.  IiTdved,  if  there  be  safety  in  k  multitude 
of  cbunsellors,  we. have  the  advantage.  He  did 
not  believe  the  loss  of  the  bill  would  be  hazarded 
by  refusing  to  recede ;  it  would  bring  on  a  confer- 
ence. He  was  willitig  to  ^6  as  far  as  was  neces- 
sary in  raising  troops,  but  he  wished  to  avoid  all 
unnecessary  expense. 

Mr.  Roberts  said  the  question  had  now  re- 
solved Itself  into  the  shape  in  which  he  wished 
to  h jive  had  it  before,  when  the  bill  was  t|nder 
discussion.  The  vote  will  now  be  whether  we 
will  agree  to  raise  an  army  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men,  and  all  the  officers,  complete;  at  a 
time,  too,  when  nothing  has  been  dorxe  towards 
arming  the  militia  or  raising  volunteers,  and 
when,  from  the  present  situation  of  things,  not 
much  is  to  b^  expected  on  those  subjects.  The 
measures  which' h^ve  been  taken  for  putttcg  our- 
selves in  a  state  for  meeting  a  war,  arose  from  the 
Message  of  the. President  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session.  The  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lapons,  who  had  this  subject  under  consideration, 
recommended  the  filling  up  of  the  present  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  raising  an  additional  military 
fbrce^  the  acceptance  of  volunteer  corps,  add  arm-  . 
ingand  disci[dining'tlie  militia.  The  Senate  re- 
ported a  bill,  and  matured  it,  for  raising  an  addi- 
tional military  force,  but  he  had  not  heard  that 
they  had  taken  anv  step  respecting  the  itiilitia  or 
volunteei^.  We  nrst  a^ree  to  raise  what  appear- 
ed to  him  the  niost  objectionable  force— which, 
be  feared,  would  prevent  due  attention  being  paid 
to  the  volunteers  and  ipilitia.  He,  therefore, 
thought  it  would  he  improper,  in  this  stage  of  the 
business,  for  the  House  to  recede.  The  Senate, 
it  woujd  be  recollected,  is  a  part  of  the  Execu* 
tive  branch  of  the  (Government,  and  the  differ- 
ence now  between  the  two  Houses  is,  whether 
all  the  officers  shaJl  be  at  once  appointed.  Per- 
haps they  felt  a  desire  on  this  subject,  arising  from 
their  Executive  duty.  He  should  wish  to  be  sat- 
isfied on  this  point  by  a  conference  before  he 
agreed  to  recede. 

Mr.  Calboon  said  that  the  House  had  already 
decided  that  twenty-five  thousand  men  were  ne- 
cessary.   The  only  question  at  present  is  a  quea* 
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ioD  of  expense.  .Can  any  ffeDtleman  say  what 
W  difibreoce  of  expense  will  be?  He  ^believed 
it  would  be  very  inconsiderable.  The  question 
of  peace  or  war  must  be  decided  in  three  or  four 
months,  and  several  weeks  would  pass  before  the 
af)pointments  could  be' made.  Confess  would 
spend  more  in  deliberating  on  this  subject  than 
the  difference  of  c^xpense  would  amount  to.  In 
case  the  whole  of  the  officers  be  appointed,  the^ 
recruiting  service  will'ffo  on  oiucb  netter  than  it 
would  otherwise  db.  If,  said  Mr.  C,  we  be  seri^ 
ous  on  the  question  of  war,  we  ought  not  to  stickle 
about  an  expense  of  twenty  or  thirty ,  thousai^d 
dollars.  If  a  temper  of  this  kind  is  to  prevail  in 
the  House,  it  will  show  that  we  are  not  fit  to 
manage  the  afikirsof  the  nation. ,  .He  knew  the 
expenses  of  ^ar  were t:onsiderable^  and  they  will 
be  so,  at  a)l  events;  but  a  war  carried  on  with 
vigor  would  be  less  so  than  one  carried  on  in  a 
feeble,  ineflfective  way.  If  ^eatlemen  were  alarm- 
ed at  a  measure'of  this  kmd  at  the  commence- 
ment of  our  prepajrations,  we  hftd  better  proceed 
no  further.  »*  .         • 

Ml".  RANboLPH  said  he  would  make  a  motion 
which  would  supersede  the  one  before  the  Hous^. 
It  was,  that  t^ie  further  consideration -of  the  sub- 
ject should  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Randolph  qiade  this  motion,  not  from  a 
wish  to  impede  the  progress  of  the  public  biisi* 
ness.but  from  a  sense  of  that  duty,  from  a  per- 
fproiance  of  which  he  trusted  he  should  never  be 
found  to  ^shrink.  He  made  the  motion,  because 
he  held  a  standinfl;  army  to  be,  in  itself,  unconffe-- 
Dial  with  a  Republican  Government;  because ne 
held  this  Government,  as  at  present  constituted, 
to  be  incapable,  under  existing  circumstances,  of 
carrying  on,, to  any  practical  national  effect,  for- 
eign offensive  war.  He  made  the  motion,  also, 
because  the  course  pursued,  by  tlie  two  Hoiises  6i 
Congress,  is  a  course  not  refluired  by  the  circuip" 
stances  of  the  country,'norb]^  that  branch  of  the 
Government  which  must  be  intrusted  ultimately 
with  the  employment  of-the  force  proposed  to  l)e 
raised.  It  appeared  to  him.  that,  of  late  years^ 
novelties  the  most  strange  and  unaccountably  had 
daily  ffrown  up  in  the  two  Houses  of  Copgress. 

In  the  first  place,  we  under uke,  by  law,  to  eb- 
ter  into  stipulation  with  a  foreign  Power,  not 
binding  upon  that  Power,  but  binding  only  upon 
ourselves.  To  do,  by  }avv,  that  to  which,  the  Ex- 
ecutive poWer  alone  IS  competent,  and  that  which 
could  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  tre^ty-ipaking 
power  only.  Now  we  are  undertaking  to  say, 
that  the  Executive  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  either  ignorant  pf  the  trde  interests  of 
the  country,  or  incapable  of  carrying  on  the  bujti- 
ness  of  the  nation,  or  unwilling  to  do  that  which 
the  public  interest  demands.  This  i»tbe  subject 
of  your  bill. 

After  you  have  raised  these  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men— -if  he  might  reason  on  an  impossibility ; 
for  it  had,  he  thought,  been  demonstrated  that 
these  men  could  not  be  raised,  it  would  be  an 
army  on  paper  only — shall  we  form  a  commit- 
tee of  this  Hou^e,  in  qualitv  of  a  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,  or  shall  we  depute  the  power  to 


the  Speaker  (he  sjiould  not  wish  it  in  safer  haodi) 
to  carry  on  thenar?  Shall  we  declare,  that 
the  Executive  not  being  capable  of  discerning  the 
public  interest,  or  not  having  spirit  to  pursue  it, 
we  have  appointed  a  committee  to  take  the  Pres- 
ident and  Cabinet  into  custody  i  Gentlemen  tilk 
of  marching  and  countermarching  these  troopi, 
as  if  they. would  have  aq.y  control  over  them; 
though  they  will  have  none,  except,  indeed,  tbt 
they  might  withhold  the  supolies  for  their  support, 
and  by  this  means,  oblige  the  Executive  to  dis- 
band them ;  hut  as  to  now,  or  where,  or  when 
they  shall  be  employed,  this  House  has  no  eoft- 
trol  whatever.  . 

It  was  far  frpm  his  expectation,  when  he  ctnie 
to  the  House  this  morning,  that  he  should  bate 
said  anything  on  jthis  bill.  He  did  not  know  oi 
expect  that  it  would  beuaken  up.  But  be  did 
consider  a  standing-army  to  be  in  itself  not  merely 
uncongenial,  but  deadly,  to  the  spirit  of  a  free 
Governnr^ent ;  and  he  believed  that  the  first  man 
of  an  adventurous,  unp/incipled  character,  who 
ffot  into  the  chair  of  our  Government,  with  even 
half^the  number  of  'men  now  proposed  to  be  raised, 
at  his  back,  will  make  the  experiment  in  which 
Catiline  failed,  but  in  which  C«sar,  Cromwell 
and  Bonaparte  succeeded.  And  shall  we  be  told 
Ihat  there  is  no  danger  of  a  man  of  tbi^  dncrip- 
tion  getting  into  the  chair  of  Government?,  hit 
necessary  to*carry  your  recollection  tothepasti 
Is  it  necessary  to  state  that  a  man,  of  the  verjr 
description  which  had  been  mentioned,  bad  been 
within  one  vote  of  becoming  President  of  the 
United  States?. 

^  A  standing  army  is  the  life  knd  soul  of  a  mili- 
tary despot.  Will  any  man  deny  it  ?  Can  des- 
potism exist  without  it?  Is  it  not  the  pabulom 
oft  which  it  lives,  and  moves,  and  has  its  being? 
It  has  evfer  been,  dangerdtjs  to  limited  monarch- 
ies— he  spoke  of  hered(taVy  monarchies**  Look 
for  the  fact,  said  he,  in  all  the  authorities— ibe 
ffood,  old  docjtrines  of  the  Whigs,  before  power 
had  corrupted  them  and  they  had  apostatized  from 
their  principles.  And  if  a  standing  army  be  dan- 
gerous to  liberty  in  an  hereditary  monarch y* where 
the  first  seat  in  society  is  guarded  by  ancient  pre- 
judices, by  moral  restraints,  and  physical  force; 
it  in. a  form  ofGpvernment  like  this,'where  the 
Chair  of  State  is  filled  by  a  King  Log,  a  siaadiog 
army  be  dangerous' to  liberty,  what  must  it  beia 
a  Government  like  ours  ?  In  a  Government  liw 
that  of  England,  it  i$  almost  impossible  for  as 
usurper  to  gel  at  ,xhe  throne.  How  is  he  to  g(t 
there?.  He  dare  not  even  imagine  the  Kiog^» 
death.  BjAi  ji ere,  such  a  chanlcter  has  only  to 
wiit'four  years,  to  be  inducted,  in  form,  to  your 
chair ;.  the  door  is  always  open  to  him. 

We  hear  much,said  Mr.R.  about  thecondiiciof 
the  Cpngress  of '75.  In  'f  5  the  soil  of  this  counujr 
was  polluted  by  the  tread  of  our  enemy;  and  i(^^ 
event  of  the  same  kind  were  to  take  place  now,lej 
the  Congress  of  1812  give  onl^  the  signal,  and 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  iq  raisinff  ohe  hundred 
thousand  men,  more  than  we  coifld  victual,  and 
clothe,  and  arm.  But  the  circumstances  under 
which  this  army  is  proposed  are  very  different. 
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The  geBtkman  froin  PeDnsylfaoia  (Mr.  Sm- 
ue)  has  told  the  House  that  this  army  is  to  be 
prcFfided  for  by  interoal  taxes.  E)e  had  been  ex- 
peetiag  this.  The  moment  this  bill  b^eome^  a 
law,  yoa  will  hear  the  flaj)  of  the  ominous  wings 
of  Che  Treasnry  poancin^  vpon  yoar  table^  with 
piojects  of  land  tax,  excise,  hearth  tax,  window 
tax.  Excise  not  merely  on  whiskey—that  great 
Deeessajy  of  life,  but  upon  leather,  candl^es  ,dbe., 
4U.J  in  ail  the  forms  of  oppression  and  extortion, 
so  that  the  habitation  of  a  man  will  no  longer  be 
his  castle.  For  this  reason  he  wished  the  con- 
siderattoo  of  tfiis  bill  (kMtponed,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massadhosetts  (Mr.  Bacon,  the  chsff* 
BMB  of  the  Coinmittee  of  Ways  and  Means) 
night  lay  before  the  House  his  budget  for  meet- 
ing .the  expenses  of  th^  war ;  so  that  the  House 
may  not,  in  the  first  instance,  be  entrapped  by 
agreeing  to  raise  an  army^  and  then  be  told,  they 
have  nothing  l^t  to  do.  but  to  provide  a  system 
of  internal  taxation.  And  for  what  expense  are 
yon  to  provide  ?  The  principal  ?  No ;  the  bare 
interest  of  the  principal  only. 

We  af  e  to  have  a  vastarmy — double  the  amount 
of  that  proposed  to  be  raised  m  '06**internal  uxes, 
eight  per  cenu  loaps,  and  no  Federalism.  I  pray 
you.  said  Mr.  R.,  of  what  sort  of  tbings  is  this 
Federalism  compounded?  What  are  its  dements? 
You  have  your  choice  of  two  alternatives.  Gen- 
lieroen  qiust  either  stop  on  the. good  qld  Virginia 
groaad,  or  they  must  scout  it,  and  go  into  Feder- 
alism; and  adopt  Federal  doctrine  to  its  full  ex* 
tent.  They  must  take  one  or  t^e  other;  and  if 
they  be  prepared  for  this  system  of  internal  tax- 
ation— this  system  of  patronage — this  vast  Army 
and  Navy,  and  the  point  of  honor— he  spoked 
hoabf  as  between  nations — i(  is  hardly  .worth 
while  \o  keep  up  the  old  distinction. 

With  regard  to  loans.  He  should  be  sorry  on 
the  jcenerai  subject  of  finance,  oc  perhaps  on  any 
other,  to  pretl^nd  to  an  equal  degree  of  informa- 
tion with  the  very  extraordinary  man  at  the  head 
of  oar  Treasury  Department.  He  never  had  any 
doubt  of  his.  ingenuity  He  believed  that  what 
couid  be  done,  he  would  efieot.  He  would  ven 
ture  to  affirm,  however,  for  though  his  sources  of 
iuformaftion  were  not  equal  to  tlMse  of  the  Secre- 
taif ,  ha  bad  no  doubt  of  their  correctness,  that  be 
caaooc  borrow  money  to  the  extent  of  our  wants. 
U  it  not  b^  to  had  abroad  we  all  know;  and 
it  is  ool  to  b^  had  at  home..  It  is  very  easy  for  a 
man,  or  a  nation,  in  full  credit,  who  pays  punctual- 
ly, to  barrow  efther  smaU  or  large  sums ;  but  an- 
nouaee  to  the  world  that  you  have  no  resort,  but 
lo  borrow,  and  you  will  sooa  find  the  barometer 
oC  yonr  credit  fall.  .  P 

What  is  the  proposition,  Mr.  R.  asked,  which 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manutactures 
baa  brought  forward  for  importing  from  Gkeat 
Britain  and  her  possessions,  articles  orSlered,  or 
said  to  be  ordered,  previous  to  the  2d  of  Febrdfarf 
laat^  It  is  said,  to  enable  us  to  comply  with  our 
treaty  with  the  Indians,  in  furnishing  them  with 
the  coetomary  articles.  But  it  is,  in  fact,  to  get 
blankets  and  woollens  for  our  soldiery  and  revenue 
Qto  our  Treasnr  y.    It  is  to  get  a  supply  of  arti* 


cles,  which  we  confess  we  have  i^ot,  and  to  receive 
the  duties  on  impost  and  tonnage.  How  does 
this  square?  Look  at  your  rev'enue  before  yon 
undertook  to  interfere  with  commerce,  and  look 
at  it  now,  ai^  you  will  find  that  nearly  one  half 
of  your' revenue  is  destroyed  by  your  own  act. 

Mr.  Rl  said  he  had  listened  with  attention, 
whenever  bis  health  woiMd  percQit.  to  the  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen  in  favor  of  this  bill.  He  had 
heard  nothing- of  any  weight  until  his  worthy 
friend  fir.om  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Williams) 
spoke  the  other  day.  Nothing  which  had  not 
been  repeated' at  least  one  hundred  times  before, 
and  much  better  said ;  and  there  was  such  a  sim- 
ilarity between  the  debates  of  this  time  and  on  a 
former  occasion,  that  the  whole4|jppeared  lite  an 
old  story.  As 'a  friend  and  Md  leHow-laborer  in 
political  opinion,  he  was  highly  gratified  by  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  fr6m  South  Carolina ; 
but,  except  on  the  subject  of  the  Orders  in  Coun<- 
cil,  be  did  not  recollect  that  h^  had  said  anything 
either  new  or  convincing.  After  the  fascination 
of  his  animated  manner  had  passed  ofi*,  ,he  had 
searched  his  mind  for  anythihg  else  in  vaki.  He 
listened  \b  have  hedrd  a  worn  on  the  subject  of 
the  French  decrees,  either  governmental  or  mu* 
icipal,  or  on  the  stipulation^  of  the  present  Em- 
peror of  France  towards  the  Uttited  States.  He 
listened  also  for  something  on  the  subject  of  the 
letter  of  the  Duke  de  Cadore  to  our  Minisler;  but 
he  listeued  in  vafb.'  He  heard  nothing  but  the 
old  story  that  the  West  Indies  would  Ao  longer 
be  worth  cultivating,  and  thatlt^e  ra(anufacturers 
of  Birmingham  and  Manchestef  would  compel  the 
British  Ministry  to  yield  toour  demands,  This 
h^d  been  the  standing  order  of  the  day  foi^  six 
years  past.  i 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  commerce,  which  we 
needi^^ver  again  look  for.  •  As  we  have  under- 
taken to. force  manufactures  here^so  has  the  Em- 
peror of  France  undertaken  to  force  them ;  and 
as  we  have  refuted  to  supply  fihigland  ^ith  raw 
materials,  she  has  sought  for  supplies  in  other 
quarters.  He  looked  itpon  our  export  of  cotton 
to  be  as  dead  as  that  of  indigo.  We  shall  hare 
no  nMtcket  lor  it  hereafter,  but  to  supply  our  own 
oonsumptipn ;  exd^pt  they  will  take  it  from  us  in 
Chia4,  which  can  scarcely  be  expected. 

Tbje  gei^tleman  from  South  Carolina  says,  that 
it  takes  all  the  profits  of  our  trade  with  other 
countries,  to  pay  the  annual  balance  due  to  Blng- 
Imd.  To  men  of  f^raetical  minds,' what  does  this 
fact  prove  ?>  It  proves  that  this  balance  was  es« 
seotial  to  our  interest.  It  proves  that  we  all  know, 
that  a  capital  is  necessary  to  a  man  who  is  de- 
void of  one ;  and  England,  being  the  first  com* 
merciai  nation  in  the  worlil,  furnishes  us  with  a 
capital  which  we  wan^  as  HolUnd,  in  former 
times,  used  to  furnish  capital  forthe  other  nations 
oi  Eorope.  It  is  as  plain  as  any  proposition  ia 
mathematics,  that  where  two  nations  trade  tOr 
gether,  the  one  rich  and  the  other  poor,  the  one 
yielding  raw  materials,  and  the  ofher  manufac^ 
tures  in  a  finished  state,  that  the  trade  of  superior 
weakh  and  refinemnnt  is  necessary  to  tbe  nation 
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of  ioferior  wealth.  Do  you  want  an  illaetratioa  ? 
Which  is  most  necessary  in  America-^blankets 
andi  rifles  or  furs?  Suppose  the  sarage  on  our 
Northwestern  frontier  would  not  let  us  hare  their 
furs,  they  would  not  ^t  our  blankets  and  rifles. 

Do  not  gentlemen  see  the  avidity,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  difficuli^es  attending  the  trade, and  the 
consequent  high  price?,  with  which  BHtish  man^ 
vfacturfs  are  purchased  here?  The  gentkmati 
from  South  Carolina  heft  founded  a  strong  argu- 
ment, in  the  reduced  price  of  this  cotton,  for  re- 
sisting ihe  Orders  in  CounciL  But  the  low  price 
of  his  cotton  is  no  proof  of  the  depreciation  of 
British  manufactures. 

But  we  are  to  go  to  war  to  conquer  the.  liberty 
of  the  sea-*-France  having  tried  this  in  vain. 
France,  with  an.  army  of  a  million  of  men,  with 
Bonaparte,  Massena,  and  other  famous  generals  ai 
their  head,  having  failed  in  this  enterprise,  some 
of  our.  famous  colonels  are  determined  to  succeed. 
This  appears  farcikal. 

Bui  as  to  the  principle  of  the.Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, take  France  out  of  the  ^ay,  and  he  believei 
there  would  be  no  hesitation  in  resisting -them. 
The  question  has  been,  shall  we  resist  the  minor, 
and  put  up  with  the  major  injury  ?  Bnt«  situated 
as  we  are,  he  would  resist  the  Orders  in  Council. 
But  he  saw  no  eoonexion  between  an  army  oi 
tweuty-five  or  fifty  thousand  men,  and  a  repeal 
of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

Suppose  the  Chinese  had 'ai  great  a^marititlne 
force  in  their  seas  as  the  British  have  in  the  At- 
lantic ocean,  and  China  was  at  war  with  Japan, 
and  had  passed  similar  orders  with  the  British. 
We  have  no  trade  to.  Japan ;  she  has  some  decree, 
cither  governmental  or  municipal,  to  prevent  ogrr 
tfoing  there;  would  his  fViend  from  South. Coro- 
Tina,  whose  heroic  spirit  and  manly  mind  he. ad- 
mired, undertake  to  compel  the  Chinese,  with  a 
population  of  three  bundred  atid  fif^y  railHoks  of 
aubjects  and  a  large  fleet  of  ships-ofthe.line,  by 
passmgja  law  to  raise'  twenty-five  thousand  men, 
to  repeal  her  restrictive  orders  against  our  eom- 
merce?  This  would  be  outquixoting  duixote 
himself;  and  ootheroding  all  ^jui*  former  Herod- 
ings.  With  a  law  for  raising  tw^nty-fiye  thoa* 
aaod  men,  whom  jou  cannbt  raise,  you  are  to  set 
out  on  an  expedition  to-conqucr  (he  lik^rty  of  the 
aea ;  and  where?  He  did  not  know  whether  he 
understood  hisfrjend  from  South  Ciiroliaa^  but 
he  seemed  to  have  some  project  in  his  mind — the 
torpedoes  having  failed,  he  supposed  he  had  got- 
ten ^ome  oth^r  new  inventckl  machinery  to  be 
put  in  motion  by  the  Falls  of  Niagara ;  but  what 
It  was  he  understood  not. 

There  is  one  view  of  the  subject,  which  lie 
muH  be  permitted  to  take.  No  wise  man  would 
undertake  any  important  measure  until  be  first 
calculated  the  manner  ofeffecting  his  object,  and 
considered  the  sitoation  in  which  he  would  be 
placed  after  his  purpose  was  attained.  Mr.  R. 
would  overlook  every  other  consideration.  He 
would  indulge  gentlemen  in  their  most  romantic 
notions  of  success.  He  would  consider  the  Amer- 
ican standard  as  hoisted  on  the  walls  of  Q,uehec, 
and  even  at  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick. 


Wha 
blood 


t  have  you  got.'at  an  immense  expense  of 
I'and  treasure  ?  a  national  cbrse! 

You  will,  to  be  sore,  have  done  a  favor  to  Can- 
ada. You  will  have  purchased,  at  a  dear  nte^ 
her  ioaependence.  This  is  very  benevolent  iod 
philanthropie-^and  jnight  be  a  very  pfoper  con- 
sideration for  a  quaker  meeting  or  philanthrope 
society,  but  not  for  this  body.  But  after  Canadi 
shall  he  conquered,  commerce  could  not  beforced 
into  that  inhospitable  climate;  and  yet  we  are  to 
bring  upon- ourselves  land  taxes,  excise, and  inteh 
nal  taxes  of  everyr  description,  to  obtain  it. 

Are  there  rto  limits,  asked  Mr.  R.,  to  the  tern- 
tory  oveV  which  Republican  government  may  be 
extended?  Is  it,  like  space,  indefinite  in  its  ex- 
tent? He  believed  that  whenever -the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi  came >to  be- filled  up,  weshonld 
find  our  mistake  on  this  subiect. 

You  are  laying  the  fotindation  for  a  seeenion 
from,  the  Union-^on  the  north,  by  the  ^)09sesstott 
of  Canada,  and  on  the  borders  of  the  Ohio,  for 
another  division.  Jhe  Ohio  has  been  made  the 
line  between  the  slaveholding  Stat^  and  those 
Which  hoCd  no  slaves.  He  need  not  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  this  distinction,  nor  to  the 
jealousies  and  animosities  growing  out  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  R.  said;  if  he  thqught  these  tweirtjr-fiT« 
thou!tand  men  could  eflect  thefr  object;  if  they 
could  be  raised;  if,  being  raised,  they  would  not 
be  ihpre  dangerous  than  the  Orders  in  Conncitor 
French  decrees,  he  might  have  been  disposed  to 
favor  the  passasre  of  this  bill. 

But  why  should  gentlemen  wish-  to  raise  a 
larger  force  than  the  Executive  wants— than  he 
i«^isposed  to.use?  For,  with  all  bis  jealousies 
of  Executive  power,  when  we  go  to  war,  weJnust 
do  one  of  the  two  things :  We  must  either  give 
the  President  such  a  military  and  natat  force, 
and  let  him-  use  j^;  or,  if  be  decline  using  it,  re- 
move hi  in  and  put  some  maa  in  his  place  who 
will  use  it.'  There  ie  no  other  alternative.  Wm 
any  one  suggest  any  other  ?     . 

You  have  aii  agent  to  execute* cerirfin  business, 
he  asks  frotn  you  a  certain  amount  for  efleeting 
the  business  on  hand,  you  give  him  double— ywi 
force  it  upon  him — you  compel  him  to  waste  it 
Would  not  this  be  deemed  extraordinary  conduct 
in  an  individual  ?  If  we  place  cbnfidence  ift  the 
Executive,-we  oufrht  to  act  t»p  to  his  views,  and 
nrot  adopt  measures  1o  force  him  beyond  the  point 
to  which  be  Is  wiHing  to  go.   • 

•Mr.  R.  felt  an  utter  incapacity  to  do  a  prop«| 
degree  of  justice  to  bia  sentiments  on  this  subject; 
but  he  could  not  iuSer  the  bill  to  pass  witbotit 
making  one  more  attempt  to  pqt  it  jn  the  power 
of  the  House  tp  retrace,  their  steps  frolki  this  ill- 
advised^  measure. 

Vft  ^re  going  to  war — going  to  raise  twenty* 
five  thousand  men — going  to  sweep  away  n» 
Majesty's  Qoverpment^from  the  British  Provii* 
ces.  He  sometimes  was  ready  to  persuade  hifl*" 
self  that  he  must  be  laboring  under  a  mental  de- 
rangement—that the  thing  could  not  he.  Whit  I 
'raistf  twenty-five  thousand  men  for  this  purpose; 
when  it  tikes  you  from  the  5th  of  November  to 
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tie  lOtb  of  January,  togetra  bill,  which  cornea  to 
your  bands  ready  citt  and  dried  from  the  Senate, 
passed  iolo  a  law ;  whan  you  hare  yet  to  pass 
yoar  voluotaer  biU,  your  navy  bill;  and  abore  all, 
your  appeopriatioo  bilL  Why,  Captain  Cook 
would  have  sailed  around  the  world  before  yon; 
CIO  gst  through  this ;  and  yet  you  talk  about  oar- 
ryjii^  on  offensive  war,  while  everything  shows 
yoo  iacapeble  of  carrying  on  such  a  war.  • 

Bat,  by  the  aid  of  war  speeches  and  the  previous- 
attestioo.  you  may  get  your  w^r  measures'  passed. 
But  the  previous  queition  will  not  replepi^h  an 
empty  Treasury,  nor  supply  the  places  of  your 
killed  and  wounded  men,  nor  aarry  on  your  war. 
No;  you  would  have  to.  take  the  measures  of 
]foor  predecessors,  and  infuse  a  little  more  energy 
mto  the  Governmeat. 

Mr.  XL  was  afraid  we  should  not  ba  inclined  to 
copy  after  the  not>  unwise  ezi^mple  of  our  prede- 
cessors of  the  Republic  of  ancient  tiiues-^of  the 
ancieot  world*— to  attend  to  the  .auspices  un^er 
whtcb  we  are  acting — to  the  signs  of  the  tioaes.  Is 
it  possible  that  this  m«|8t  imprudent  measure,  this 
first  actual  war  in  which  We  |Hive  been  engag«l 
aiace  we  achiered  our  independence,  should  be 
watered  upon  under  presant  circumstances — when 
eclipses,  com«ts,  earthquakes  and  the  most  deso- 
huiog  visita4ionv  of  Qod  are  taking*place  ?  Can 
these  be  the  brarbingera  of  any  ffood  7  But  if  It 
had  pleued  Him,  in  whoae  hands  are.all  things, 
to  bardtn  the  lieartof  Pharaoh,  that  the  Children 
of  Israel  may  ««ffar*^ha  snppoeed  t)iey  must  suf* 
fer  withaut  coin  plaining. 

He  should  Uk>'  to  he  iold  by  his  worthy  friend 
irem  South  CaroKnaf  what  p^rpose  ha.  finally  aqd 
ereDtually  proposes  to  accomplish  by  the  war  on 
wbichwe  are  abcmt  to  rater.  Let  us^satd  he, 
come  down  to  the  level  of  oldi'fasbioned  common 
•CBte-^tell  us,  if  we  musir  endure^U  the  evils  of 
var  what  we  have  to  expect  in  return. 

He  knew  ba  had  deuined  the  Housf  to  little 
pvpose;  but  he  wished  to  put  it  in  the  power  of 
the  geptlemen  to  reyiae  and  think  hetvsi  of  a  vote,, 
oa  which,  in  his  opinion,  depended  tbe^  ultimate 
^ppiness,  security,  and  e^ei:ythin^  dear  to  this 
country.  He  knew  how  very  easy  it  was  to  make 
war;  nothing  easier  than  to  make  either  national 
or  personal  war.  It  was  as  easy  to  go  to  war  as 
^0  get  a  wife;  and  many  a  poor  blockhead  had 
he  seen  strutting  his  hour,  because  he' had,  after 
vast  exertion,  married  a  shrew.     - 

Mr.  R.  wisJhed,  if  they  could  do  no  better,  that 
CoDgress  would  adjourn,  and  suffer  the  members 
to  go>home  and  consult  with  the  goqd  old  plant- 
ers of  the  country  on  th^  subject  of  this  war ; 
tod  ask  them  if  ihev  are  willing  that  their  sons 
tball  go  to  fight  the  Canadians,  and  whether, 
to  support  the  expense,  they  be  willing  to  submit 
to  th^  payment  of  direct  and  indirect  taxes,  in 
order  that  we  may.  get  possesion .  of  the  great 
ttill-seat  at  Niagara?  . 

If  the  two  Houses  were  to  adjourn  only  for  six 
veeks,  it  would  afford  time  for  the  present  war 
fever  to  subside;  and  by  that  time  the  Hornet 
Would  have  returned.  He  did  not  believe,  indeed, 
tiprfsent,  if  a  declaration  of  war  waa  laid  upon 


the  table  that  forty-five  votes  could  be  had  in  favor 
of  it;  and  he  had  been  surprised  thatno  sentle- 
m^n  had  brought  this  proposition'before  the  House, 
instead  of  tajkinj;  about -paper  re&tricttons— paper 
armies — jfiaper  money.  It  is  true,  the  Constitu- 
tion has  nrohibited  paper;  but  what  is  the  Con- 
slitution?  It  is  a  paper  Constitution.  It  saya 
qocbing  but  gold  and  silver  shall  be  4  tender ;  that 
no  appropriation  shall  be  inade'for  an  army 'for  a 
longer  term  than  two  years;  bu|,  in  despite  of  our 
Constitution,  appiropriaiitnis  have  been  applied 
to  the  Army  more  than  two  year^ after  they  were 
voted ;  but  if  this  be  inquired  into^  you  will  be 
told  tfai|t  it  is  a  Treasury  regulation,  which  is 
made  to  supersede  the  Constitution. 

Mr;  R.  was  the  rpore  anxious  to  hear  tb^  opinion 
of  his  friend  from  South  Carolina  as  to  the  effect 
proposed  t6  be  obtained  by  these  meetsures,  because 
he  believed  him  to  be  dne  of  those  pur6, ^disinter- 
ested'politicians,  who  sought  nothiqg,  and  would 
r^t^ive  nothing  from  the  Qov^nment  of  his  coun- 
try'*—who  came  here,  at  an  expense  of  his  thne  and 
fortune,  to  discharge  tbd  trust  .so  worthily  .placed 
ii^'him  by  his^onstitoentav  Mr.  R.  was  proud 
to  say  thit  he  stood  oa  the  same  ground — that 
ha  aeverK>eeupied  any  other— on  it  heshcteild  for- 
ever stand'as  long  as  he  remained  in  public  life— 
and  probably  remain  what  is  called  an  opposition 
man  ;  because -the  moment  the  outs  get  in,  they 
do  the '  very  things  againsii  which,  whilst  the 
were  patriots,  they  loudlf  exclaimed.  They  re- 
alize the  old  fable  of  iBsop,  **  ii  was  your  bull  that 
Ifoced  my  ox."  , 

Let,  however,  the  Government  come  to  any  rea- 
oiution,  in  which  the  riehtsand  liberties  of  the 
cotuitry  are  involved,  if  he  had  no  strong  objec- 
tion to  the^ course  proposed,  it  would  receive, no 
eajf»tioU8  opposition  from  him.  He  should  deapiae 
any  ca pilous  opposition;  but  when  you  come  to 
raise  standing  armies,  to.treason  bills,  to  bills  for 
"the  suspenslott  of  the. hab^at  eorpw,  to  unlimited 
taxation,  to  the  violation  of  the  most  saered  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution,  he  should  theii  put  in 
bis  Veto.  '  . 

Whose  bill  is  this,  asked  Mr.  R.,  upon  which 
we  are  now  debating  1  h  it  the.  bill  of  the  wise^ 
the  sober,  the  discreet,  the  cautious,  the  thinking 
man,  who  nqw  fills  the  Chair  of  State  ?  No.  U 
it,  the  bill  oir  either' of  his'  two  able  coadjutors, 
men  of  clear  minds,  first  in  business,  first  m  hu- 
man affairs — solid,  thinking,  ingenious,  wily,  cun- 
ning—never at  a  loss— «>someth ins  like  a  cat,  al- 
ways on  their  feet?  He  knew  this  bill  did  not 
come  from  them.  It  is  an  antr-ministerial  meas- 
ure, and,,therefQre,  thdugh  be  was  somewhat  sur- 
prised at  some  of  the  support  which  it  received ^ 
he  ^as  not  surprised  at  the  countenance  it  had 
froiti  others.  Whose  system,  then, is  it  ?  It  came 
from  th^  other  House.  tJpoii  what  is  it  bottomed  ? 
Upon  any  regalar  report  t  Not,.he  believed,  upon 
even  a  resolutiob.  We  have  no  informatieil  upon 
wrhat  object  the  force  is  to  be  employed,  or  who 
is  to  command  i|— and  that  is  of  some  import- 
ance. He  should  like  to  see  the  Commander-in- 
chief  named  in  the  bill,  though  it  would  be  adopt- 
ing a  new  mode. 
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This'U  a  pro^^ei,  said  Mr.  R.,  which,  a  few 
y«ars  heaee^  do  man  will  fath€r---QO  ode  wiU.ao- 
koowled^  It  to  be  hit  projects  It  will  be  said  y^e 
bill  oi^iginated  ia  .the  Seoater-tbat  tiiere  was^a 
great  akmi  in  thfe  country ;  that  the  deoaie  bejng 
a  braoob  of  the  Executive,  were  supposed  to  pos- 
sess the  most  correct  iafortoatioa — that  the  whote 
party  was  forit^^that  he  (the  member  whQ  give^ 
this  accottort)  was  rather  fieaiost  it,  but  that  he 
had  given  way  to  ^e  geBeralop iaion  ;  and  where 
will  then  be  the  man- who  brought  forward  this 
bill?    Gone  to  the  rault^of  all  the  Capulets. 

He  had  frequently  heard  of  thoughtless  indi- 
viduals being  drawn  Into  scrapes;  but  b^. never 
befoi;e  heard  of  a  nation,  a  sober-minded  nation, 
being  drawn  into  a'war,  not  only  against  its  own 
consent,  but  against  the  best  ji^lgment  of  those 
intrusted  with  the  <jk>verament.  He  repeated 
that  it  was  an  anti-minSrteriai  measvire,  which 
will  be  attended  wttli  no  t/rfling  consequence. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  Oontii^tr- 
tee  on  Foreign  Rflitioas.  This  Hooae  is  inde* 
pendent  of  the  Executive  brapoh  of -the  Govfern- 
m^nt;  yet  in  every  (}uestion  connected  with  war, 
as  that  department  is  best  acquainted  whh  the 
subject,  And  the^  resources  of  the  country,  and  as 
tt  must  eyentqally  be  intrusted  with  the  execu- 
tion of  war  measures^  there  was  biit  one- course, 
after  th?  committee  met,  which, common  sense 
prcescribed,  and  that  was  to  apply  to  the  Bxecu* 
tire  branch  for-  information  on  this  subject.  It 
was  en  hi?  moiiob,  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
appeared  Before  the  cpipmittee,  apd  gave  them  a 
plan  of  what  the  Bxeeutiye  deemed  necessary  to 
be  done,  and  lb e  committee  reported  accordingly. 

And  what  hae  beem  the  result  ?  .WithotU  any 
fur(her  iaform&tion  fr6m  the  Executive,.we  have 
changed  our  views  on  the  subject,  and  takoQ  up 
a  bill  from  the  otliei  House,'  we  know  pot  from 
what  source. 

Mr.  R.  believed  we  had  «a  good  a  Government 
as  we  should  ever  see.  He  tpoke  of.  the  Execu*- 
tive  branch.  He  asked  no  favors  of  them ;.  all 
that  he  had  to  ask  of  our  Ministry  wi^s^  that  they 
would  keep  their  hands  out  o^  his  pocket.  But 
why  this  rioUnt  struggle  agaiqst  Executive 
wishes?.  If,  under  the  operation  of  the  proposed 
system  of  measures, -the  people  murmur  against 
theit  rulers,  wtat  must  the .  uxecutiVe  &ay  i  Of 
course,  he  will  say^  ^*  I  laid  my  plan  before  Con- 
gress', and  told  them  what  measures  ought,  in 
my  opinion^  to  be  pursued)  but  they  turoed  a. 
deaf  ear  to  it.  Soraebodjr,  or  nobody,  broij^ht 
forward  a  bill  entirely  difierent  fromi  what  I  had 
recommended;  but  it  wa^  passed  by  a  lar^e  mar' 
jority  of  both  Houses,  iemd  I  did  not  choose  to 
put  my  veto  upon  it.'' 

What  ciein  be  said  under  these  circtmistanoesl 
The  ExeeutiiFe  stands  acquitted.  Not  a  tittle  of 
responsibility  attaohea  to  him  on  account  of  th^ 
measures  we  are  taking.  Where  then  does  it  lie^ 
On  the  House  of  Representatives.  Where  are 
they  ?  Gone  to  their  rtspeetive  homes ;  and, 
when  they  me^t  again>  who  are  they  ?  A  differ- . 
event  body  of  men. 

Mr.  R.  said  it  was  most  astonishing  to  .him) 


that  men  ia  whose  intagrity  he  bad  the  meat  uik 
bounded  eonidence,  ip  whose  judgment  he  hs4 
the  highest  opinion,  should  sutter  themselves  to 
be  carried  away  by  clamoiv- not  only  against  tbeir 
own  judgment  and  feelings,  hot  against  the  will 
pf  the  Executive  branch  of  the  (jroverament. 
Pas9  thir  bill,  said  he,  and  we  shall  be  disbtBded 
long  before  tne  army  we  are  about  to  raise,  witih 
out  being  eiKitled  either  to  half  pay  or  a  boontrf 
in  land. 

Who,  asked  Mr.  R.,  are  the  Governors  of  this 
country  ^  Are  not  the  people  ?  Is  not  the  peo- 
ple's money  to  support  the  expenses  of  this  wirt 
It  is,  then,  a  question  fbr  them  tp  settle.  He  kneir 
thev  must  settle  it  through  their  Representatives. 
If  the  nation  be  not  disposed  to  fight,  it  will  not 
be  war  speeches,  made  here,  that  will  goad  then 
to  battles  You  can  neither  make  the  people  go 
to  war,  nor  keep  them  at  war,  unless  they  be  coi* 
vinced  they  have  no  other  ifesouroe.  'When  dif 
satisfied,  they  will  speak  a  language  which  wtii 
be  heard. 

Mr.  R..  said  he  had  the  most  profound  respect 
for  the  idteBtv>Qs  otgentlemen  who  differ  ia^pio- 
ion  from  him  on  this  question.  God  forbid  tint 
he  should'  arrogiftte  to  hiitaself  ta  jodg^  not  onljr 
as  to  the  eorrectaess  of  measures,  but  as  to  hiteh*^ 
tioa^  Have  we  a  right  to  say  that  the^iatentiuiis 
of  the  majority  of  those  who  supported  tbe  nea- 
sures  of '98,  were  oormpt?-  Certainl3r  not;  but 
we  know  the  nation,  when  thev  had  time  to  ex* 
amine 'into  tiu)se  measures,,  wttodrew  ftem  clieitt 
their  support.  And  who  ave  the  great  Repobli- 
cans,  the  majority. of  the  present  day  ?  They  are 
the  same  who  opposed  and  comktraned  the  doiagr 
of  the  Congress  of 'd8. 

There  was  so  much  to  be  said  on  this  sokjee^ 
that  he  had  not  touched  uy)on;  and  so  n^iehto 
be  well  said,  that  he  had  said  most  knety,  that 
Mr.  R.  felt  relnctant  to  take  his  ehair.  He  would 
not,  howerer,  further  weary  the  patience  of  the 
HoQse.^  He  hop^d  some  other  gentleman,  better 
qualified,  w6Ul4  take  up  the  points  he  had  raiit* 
ted.  He  |>ad  spoken  principally  as  to  the  views 
and  designs  of  the  Ajddiinistration,  as  counteract- 
ed by  ^he  bUl  ^n  the  table  \  be  would  not  say,  or 
iusinuate  designedly ;  though  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  bill  proceeded  from  the  warmest  frtesd 
of  the  Admin istration*  He  hoped  time  would  be 
afibrded  further  to  consider  the  subject ;  that,  if 
the  present  motion  did  not  suceeed,  a  mouoo  to 
postpone  to  a  day  certain  would  be  more  sa^ 
cessfttl. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  taken,  with- 
out Airther  debate,  by  yeas  and  nays  aft  follows: 

Yeas — Abijah  Pigelow,  James  Brecketaridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Cbammon,  Martin  ChitteD<leO| 
John  Davenport,  jr^ William  Ely,  Asa  Pitch,  Richird 
Jackson,  jr.,  rhilip  B.Key^  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jr.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde.  Jonathan  (>• 
Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timotl^  Pitkin,  jr.,  Efiiha 
R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  William  Rodman,  Daniel 
Sheflfey,  Richard  Stanfoord,  PhHip  Stuart,  Lewis  B. 
Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Labaa 
Wheaton,  Leonard  While,  and  Thomas  Wflaoa-Sl 
.  IUi:f-^WiU»iAlaton,jnn*>William.AadefflOtt,8t«^ 
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H.OpA. 


I  Aicher,  Ei^del  Bacon,  David  Bafd,  Jotiah  BarU 
letl,  Biirw«ll  Baasett,  WilHam  W.Bibb,  WiUiam 
BbuAfedfa^  HarmaiMU  Blaecker,  Tboe.  Bleont,  Adam 
Bv^  Robeit  Brorwti,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
BntlOT,  John  O.  CaUumo,  Langdoii  CheTea,  MaHbew 
day,  James  Cochrao«  John  Clopton,  Lawis  Condit, 
WiUiam  Cfawftnrd,  Rofer  Davb,  John  Dawfon,  Joseph 
Deaha,  t$arauel  Dinsmore,  Eliaa  Earle,.  James  Emdtt, 
WilUam  Findley,  James  Fisk,Meshack  Franklin,  Thos. 
Gholaon,  Thomas  R.Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grun- 
dr.  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawesi  John  M.  Hjneman,  Richard  M*  Johnson,  Jo- 
seph Kent,  Wm.  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefe- 
ter,  Peter  Little^  Robert  Le  Roy  Livmgston,  William 
Lowndea*  Aaron  Lyle,  George  C.  Maxtrell,  f^OQ^^B 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samael  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Aninah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L. 
Miti^iill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nel- 
son, Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormsby,  Willito  Paulding,  jr.,  Israel 
WHlittn  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Por- 


ter, Jonah  Quiney,  William.  Reed.  Samnel  Ringeold, 
Jofaa  IKhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,'' £bei^e>er 
8ag«»  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer^  Ebeneaer 
deavar,  John  Bevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Soulie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Silas  Stow, 
Wmiaift  Strong,  George  Sullivan,  Peleg  Tallman, 
John  Tafialiirro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Tjoup,  Charles 
Turner,  ju'n.,  Pierre-  Yan  Cortlandti  tun.,  David  R. 
Williams.  William  Widgeary^Richard  Winn,  and  Rob- 
ert Wiight--J8.     '  . 

The  fuestioa  was  then  taken  on  receding  from 
th«'aiiieii^CDent  in  the  proviso  to  th^  first  section 
of  the  bill,  which  limited  the  appoiBiment  of 
officers  to  six  regiments,  and  was  ^decided  as 
foUows :  .     . 

YxAs — Willis  Alston,  jr^  William  Andersen,  Steven* 
w&tk  Arehar^  Eiekiel  Baoon,  Joaiah  BarUett,  Burwell 
BaMett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  WiHiam  Blaekledge,  Elijah 
BilghBirt,  John  C*  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chevea,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Con- 
dit, ttanraal  Dinsmoer,  WiUiam  Ely,  Ji^mes  Fisk,  Me- 
shack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  "Thomas  R.  Gold, 
llaiab  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
HaDy  John  A.  Harper,  Joseph  Kent,  WilUam  R.  King, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peteic  Little,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  William  LowYides,  William  McCovi 
Alexander  McKim',  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  0. 
Mbteley,  Anthony  New,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William 
Phnlding,  jr.,  Timothy  Pipcin,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond, 
P^ter  B.  Porter,  Efisha  R.PotCir,  William  Reed,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Thomais  8am- 
moBS,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  Adi^  Seybert, 
Staniid  Shaw,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stdrges,  George 
SnMivan,  Saaauel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadgp,  Pe- 
kig  TaUman.  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Tonier,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortland,  jr.,  Laba»  Wheaton, 
Leonard  White,  Rich.  Winn,  and  Robt  Wright— 67. 

NATa— David  Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  Harmanus 
Bleeeker,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Brecken- 
ridge,  Robert ,  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  Bpaphroditus  Champion,  James  Cochran;  Wil- 
liam Crawf[^,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger,  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  EUas  Earle,  James  Elnott, 
Winiam  Findley,  Asa  Pitch,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hufty,  John  M.Hyneinan,  Richard  JadLson,jr.j  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Philin  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Ge6rge 
C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  Sam- 


uel McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jeremieh  Morrow,  Hugh  Nebon,  Thomas  Nfw- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
William  PH>er,'  Jesiah  Qnincy,  Jolm  Randolph,  Jona« 
than  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Ebe« 
nezer  Seaver,  Daniel  Sbefiey,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smit^,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  WilU^mi .  Widgery^ 
and  Thomas  Wilso^— 60. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  reccfdine  from^ 
theameadment  which  formed  thetwenty-&uh.8ee- 
tioQ  of  the  bill,  providing  .that  the  officers  should 
coDiinue  in  commission  during  such  term  ohlv  as 
the  President  shall  judge  requisite,  and  oaifriea  bf 
about  the  same  majority  as  the  last.  ^  ' 

The  next  question  was,  on  receding  from  the 
twenty-sixth  section  of  the  bill,  which  provided 
that  no  general,  ^^id,  or  statf  offiqer  should  receive 
pay  untU  called  into  service.  This  question  was 
lo^tj  there  beiOff  49  vote?,  for  receding  and  76 
against  it,  as  follows  x        '  ' 

YvAs — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Esekiel 
BaeoB,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wm.  W.  Bibb, 
Harmanus  Bleeeker^  Jao.  C  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves« 
John  Clopton,  Iiiewii  Condit,  Samuel  Dimunoor,  Jamee 
Fiskt  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghobon,  liiaiah  L« 
Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  .Hall,  John 
A^. Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Kent,  Abaet 
Lacock,  Joseph  Lelsver,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Rif 
Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  Alexander  McKim« 
Samuel  L*  Mitchill,  Anthony  New,  Stephen  Ormsby^ 
William  Paulding,  jr., -Benjamin  Pond^  Peter  B.  Porter^ 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Thomae 
Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sey- 
bert, Samuel  Shaw,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  PeW  TaU* 
man,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  (^narles  Turner, 
junipr,  Pier^  Van  Coctlandt,  junior,  and  Leonard 
White— 49. 

Naxs— Stevenson  Archer,  Davtd  "Bard,  A.  Bigelow, 
William  Blackledge,  Thomas-Blount,  Advtm  Bbyd,  Jae. 
Breckenridg^  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Bfo^rn,  William 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Epaphreditus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clav,  James  Cocnraiiif 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joaeph 
Desha,  Elias  Earle,  William  ^ly,  James  Emott,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Asa.  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Ayleft 
Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr*,  Richard  ML 
Johnson,  PhilipB.  Key,  William  R.  Kmg,  Lyman  LaW, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr«,  Aartm  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  GeOu 
0.  Maxwell,  Thomas  \(«ore,  Archibald  MoBryde,  WiK 
liam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKea,  Arunah  Metcuf,  Jataiea 
Milnor,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  .Jonathan 
p.  Moseley,  Augh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomaa 
Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  P^ 
per,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincjr,  John  Randolph, 
William  Reed,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Daniel  Sbefiey,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  Lewis  jB. 
Sturges,  George  Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  TaU- 
afotro,  Laban  Wheaton,  William  Widgery,  Thomaa 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright— 76. 

The  last  question  was  oo  receding  from  tf£e 
twenty-seventh  section,  which  gave  power  to'thp 
President  to  appoint' officers  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  whicli  was  carried  61  to  40. 
•  Resolvtdy  That  this  House  do  insist  upon  the 
third  amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate     * 
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Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Trustees  of  ihe  Washington  College;  which 
was  read  twice  and  comraiited  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  nert. 

Mr.  Blackledgb, from  the  committee  appointed 
Ob  the  subject,  presented  a  bill  %o  alter  the  times 
of  holding  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  Slates 
for  the  Nortb  Carolina  District;  which  was  read 
twici^,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. ,  . 

Oomoiion  of  Mr.'MoRRow,  the.Con^mittee  on 
the  PuWic  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  the  President  afad 
Trustees  of  the  Natchez  Hospital,  referred  yester- 
day; and  ihe  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BACQTf,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  so  much  of  the  abo re-mentioned  pe* 
tition.as  wM  referred,to  ihen^  ;  and  it  waii  also  re- 
ferred to  the, Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu 
factures..  '  ■ 

A  message  from  the  Senftte  informed  the  House 
that  ^he  Senate  recede  from  tlieir  disagreement 
to  the  amendment  to  the -bill  "to  raise  an  addi- 
tional nfiiUtary  force,"  which  has  been  insisted  on 
by  this  House.'  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Milnor,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any,  and 
what,  amendments  are  necessary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  \yhich  the 
public  acts,  reoords,  and  judicial  proceedings,  in 
each  State,  shall  be  authenticated,  so  as  to  take 
effect  in  every  other  Smte ;"  the  committee  id 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  oi4ierwiRe.- 

Mr.  Milnor,  M^  Chbvbs,  and'  Mr.  Law,  were 
appointed  the  committee.    ., 

.    EMPLOYMENT  OF  THE  AHMY. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  said,  that  having  been 
cng^d  in  raising  a  large^  military  force;  he^  for 
one,  if  the  United  States  were  tb  i^cur  this  ex- 
pense, was  disposed  to  give  them  employment,  not 
probably,  though,  the  identical  employment  of 
which  the  House  had  heard  so  much.  It  was  the 
boast  of  the  Roman  legion  ahd  its  commander^, 
that  the  Roman  soldierv  was  as  well  versed  in  the 
use  of  the  pickaxe  and  the  spade  as  the  sword\; 
and  so  essential  was  it  deen^ed  by  that  wise  and 
militaryjpeople  that  tlie  soldiery  shpuld  not  only 
i)e  able  to  perform  their  military  duty,  but  be  use- 
ful as  laborers,  that  their  military  levies  were  al- 
ways madetrom  the  country,  from  men  engaged 
in  the  employment  of  husbandry,  in  preference  to 
the  dissolirte  and  profligate  loungers  of  the  town. 
He,  for  one,  had  been.  Tot  a  long  timet-surprfsed, 
that  the  Government  shoujd  be  paying  immense 
sums  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  for  labor, 
whilst  the  soldiery,  which  annually  drew  millions 
from  our  Treasury,  are  kept" in  a  state  of  perfect, 
idleness,  leading  to  dejjravity  and  dissoluteness  of 
manners.  He  believed  that  regular  and  whole- 
some labor  would  not  only  have  a  good  effect  ifi 
preserving  the  health  of  our  soldiers,  l^ut  it  wotiid 


render  the  load  of  life  which  Um^  ace  at  preseot 
compelled  td  bea^r,  l^ess  bprdepsbme,  and  prevent 
them  from,  having  recourse  *to  iDtozicaiioa.  If 
they  were  to  be  employed  4n  digging  tbe,Preii- 
dent's  houseor  th^War  Office  from  under  ground, 
it  would  not  only  give  them  an  appetite  for  their 
regular  meal$,'but  some  app^titefor  their  exis«eoee. 

At  this  moment  it  is  contemplated  by  the  Got- 
em  men  t  to  pe.r.form  some  works  of  great  uiililf. 
We' have  already  decided  that  if  these  men  shsli 
be  raised,  and  the  public  service  does  not  require 
tliem  to  be  erp ployed,  the  President  shall  not  haie 
the  power  of  disbanding  them  ;  but  before  the  bill 
can  be. carried  iqto- operation,  a  considerable  time 
must  elapse;  and  if  there  be  no  warjour  large 
P^ace  Establishment  will  be  entirely  out  of  em- 
ploy, except  that  they  t]nay  shoulder  their  mus- 
kets.on  the  south  side  of  soncie  range  of  buildings. 

Believing,  therefore,  that  the  employment  of. 
these  men,  would  nQt  only  be  useful  in  forward- 
ing works  of  public  iiillty,  but  tend  to  their  own 
comfort  ^nd  happiness — if  there  can  be  sQeh  a 
thing  as  a  happy  mercenary  slave-^aadin  some 
measure,  supply  tbat  loss  of  labor  which; is  ukea- 
out  of  the  market  by  their  enlistinent— he  wi&bed 
some  measure  to  be  adopted  for  this  purpose.  He 
also  believed  that  if  the  officers  had  som^t&ioglike 
employtoent,  by  overlooking  their  men,  and  fee- 
ing that  they  performeU  their  work  pro'perLf, they 
wo61d  be  thereby  materially  beneited;  for  he 
eoufd  conceive  of  nothing  so  injurious  tb  the  com- 
fort of  a  than  as  leading  the  life  of  a.  dfoot  witJi- 
out  business.  The'  greatest  genioses  of  the  age, 
spending  tb^r  time  in-  this  way,  would  beeone 
drones  and  dead  weights  on  society.  He,  theie- 
fore,  moved  ihe  following  retotntion: 

*<  Reaobfedt  That  the  Presidsht  uf  the  Unitsd  SistM 
be  authori^  to  elnptoy  the  regular  aimj  of  the  baited 
8tatM»  when  not  engaged  in  actual  Service,  and  wbea 
in  bis  judgment  the  public  interest  will  not  tberebj  be 
injured,  in  the  construction  of  roads,  calnaby  or  other 
Wdiks  of  puhKc  utility." 

Mr,  Wright; — Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  this  House 
will  not  disgrace  itself  by  permfttiog  this  resolu- 
tion to  lie  on  the  table.  It  proposes  to  convert  the 
Army  of  tbe.tJnifed  State:^  into  a  body  of  labor- 
ers on  the  capals  and  public  roads,  and  their  offi- 
cers into  overseers  of  the  roads  and  caodis.  It 
goes-dif'ectly  to  convert  the  proceedings  of  tbi* 
House,  on  tne  bill  to  raise  25,000  men,  into  a  farce, 
and  to  present  to  the  nation,  (whose  spirit  is  now 
alive  to  avenge  the  wrongs  we  have  too  longsas- 
tained.)  a  very  different  object  to  which  thatamf 
may  be  applied  than  that  for  which  it  waiirnteod- 
ed.  Sir,  the  President,  who  is  the  Commaoder* 
in-Chief  of  the  Army«  whose  duties  as  such  are 
confined  to  military  objects,  will  thereby  be  coo- 
verted  itito  a  supervisor  general  of  roads  and  ca- 
nals. It  is  not  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Coa- 
dilution,  that  the  President,  as  Co^imande^in- 
Chief  .of  the  Array,  should  have  such  labor  im- 
posed on  him.  'You  might,  with  eqiual  propriety, 
impose. on  him  the  supervising  and, assifting  the 
tillasre  of  the  cotton  plantations  by  the  Army.  Sir, 
the. President  Would  not  be  bound  by  such  a  Uvr. 
The  Army,  air,  may  be  correctly  engaged  on  ioi' 
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tifeatums,  or  9U6h  roads  as  are  nee^tsuiry  for  their 
own  use ;  pioaeers  to  proceed  and  prepare  the 
way  for  the  Artny^asaxfoieQ^are  ia  constant  U6e.. 
Bot,  sir,  would  you  degrade  the  Ariby  by  making 
them  work  oo  canals  and  '*  public  road«,"  a  puo- 
ishmeot  inflicted  on,  felons  in  Maryland  ?  *  I  Lope 
Bot,  Mr.  Speaker.  That  ^ntlemaq  has  been  pa- 
tieotly  beard  while  opposioi?  the  bill  for  25,000 
men  ;  but,  sir,  after  that  bill  has  been  passed  by  a 
jrreat  roajoritv.of  theHouse,!  sobroUto  rhatgen- 
demao,  whether  e7ery  fri«nd  to  the  great  Repub- 
lican principle,  that  ^*  a  majority  shall  govern,"  is 
oot.  as  a  citizen,  bound  to  give  efficacy  to  the 
measare.  and  his  co-operation  to  carry  it  into 
effect.  I  therefore  hope  this  House  will  see  this 
sobteet  as, having  the  effect  I  have  stated,  and 
wiU  not  suffer  the  resolution  to  lie  on.  the  table, 
if  the  ffentlemao  who  has,  in  mry  judgment, 
thoofbtTessly  introduced  it,  will  not  withdraw  it. 
Mr.  Calhoun  was  not  at  all  surprised  to  find 
geotlemeo,  who  are  opposed  to  putting  the  coun- 
try into  a  war  attitude,8bou1deQdea[vorf  by  every 
means  io  their  power,  to  defeat  the  measures 
adapted.  At  a  moment  when'we  are  <^lling  upon, 
the  yeamanry  of  our  cooutry  to^step  forward  in 
defence  of  our  rights,  he  thought  such  a  motion 
very  improper,  and  he  hoped  Congresis  would. not 
treat-it  wi'h  so  much  respect  as. to  suffer  it  to  Ke 
upon  the  table  for  a  moment.  The'genUeman  had 
frequently  told  tbe  House  be  believed  the  Army 
WHS  coiBq[)Ofted  of  the  worst  materials;  and  he. 
DO^r  appears  to  wish  to  )>ring  the  service  into  dis- 
grace. He  hoped  the  proposition  would  be  dis- 
posed of  without  much  debate. 

Mr.  Randolph  never  dreamed  of  the  gneat 
sensibility  .which  he  appeared  to  have  excited  in 
the  House  by  this  motion.  He  had  exchanged 
eoaversation  with  some  of  the  best  and  wisest 
mfB  io  the  comjnunity  6n^  tiris  subject,  who  had 
agreed  with  him  in  the  opinion  i^s  to  the  propriety 
of  tbuH  employing  the  Army;  and  nothuig  but 
tbe  pressure  of  other  busii^ess'aod  the  remoteness 
of  oursitoatioo  from  any  theatre  of  public  works, 
had  prevented  him  frOm .  bringing  forwurd  the 
proposition  long  ago. 

Though  he  was  a- native  of  a  couatrythe  chief 
part  of  the  labor,  of  which  is  performed  by  slaves, 
vet  he  had  learned  to-day,  for  the  first  time,  that 
heoest  labor  was  disgraceful ;  that  the  honor  of  a 
soldier  cannot  survive  it.  He  was  sorry,  if  such 
were  the  case,  to  find  there  is,  indeed,  a- much 
wider  distinction  between  honor  and  honesty, 
than  he  had  imagined.  Men  put  on  a  livej-y — 
the  livery  of  the  King — are  engaged  ia  perform- 
isg  menial  offices  for.  their  officers,  who  expose 
their  naked  backs  to  the  merciless  executioner, 
ue  deprived  of  free  agency — bu(  they  are  above 
honest  tabor!  ^e  yrished.  we  could  avail  our- 
selves, if  it  were  only  now  and  then,  to  look  on 
the  practices  of  other  nations ;  that  we  would  not 
believe  thaCwe  are  the  most  ienlighteaed  people 
ia  the  world.  Who  were  the  eoastMictors  of  the 
great  military  highways  which  pervaded  every 
country  when  reduced  to  the  form  of  a  Roman 
provioee  7  That  wise  people  h4*ver  deemed  any 
country  sabdiied,  until  great  military  high  roatU 


were  inade  eher^io.  And  by  whom  .were  they 
constructed  ?  They  were  constructed  by  the  Ro-, 
mail  legion.  If,. sir,  you  go.  down  even  to  this 
navy  yard,  you  will  be  astoiiisbed  to  he^r,  that 
the  palace  there  erected  cost  only  somewhere 
about  a  thousand  dollars,  the  work  of  it  being 
chif'fly  done  by  the  marines.  . .     * 

But  it  seems  that,  in  Maryland,  it  is  a  criminal 
punishment,  and  therefore  disgracefql,  to  work  oo 
the^oads,  and  on  that  account  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  roust  not  be  put  to  any  such  em- 
pli>ynient.  In  Virginia,  the  criminals  in  our  Pen- 
itentiary are  employed  in  making  shoes,  nails, 
clpthes — so  t}iat,,  if  the  gentleman's  argument  be 
good,  we  ought  to  have  no  shoemaker,  nailer,  or 
tailor,  enlisted  into. our  army^  lest,  forsooth,  he 
'should  contaminate  the  honor  of  the  carps.     .  .^ 

Shall  I  ftsk',  in  what  maqner  the  delay  6f  pub- 
lic business  is  produced  by  laying  on  your  table  a 
resolution  aut&orizing  the  President,  not  to  take 
the  Army  from  their  military  duty,  but  when  they 
are  not  employed  in  the  public  seV vice,  a;fd  when/ 
in  hi^  estimation^  the  public  interest  will  not 
thereby,  be.  injured,  to  employ  them,  in  public 
works  of  utility  7  There  was  no  relation  becweea  , 
this  resplutidn  and  the  business  which  was  before 
the  House  yesterday.  For  three  years,*  this  sub- 
ject had  been  floating  in  his  mind,  aud^  oothing 
was  further  from  tiis  expectation  than  that  he  was 
about  to  excite  the  feelings  of  any  gentleman, 
much  less  that  he  was  about  to  incur  a  Charge  of 
delaying  the  public  business. 

The  gentlemap  from  South  CaroHnat  (Mr« 
Calhoun)  had  stated,  that  it  was  not  to  be  .won- 
dered at  that  geatlemea  opposed  to  theprepaia- 
tioDs  now  making  for  war^  should  attempt  to  de- 
lay the  public  business^  He  did  pot  wish  to  pro* 
duce  aay  delay  io  the  measures  which  the  House 
had  deter  mined,  upon.  In  extreme  cases^  he  might 
be  induced  to  steps  of  this  kind  >  but,  in  a  case 
like  this,  he  should  not  ilo  it. 

He  did  oot  require  to  be  informed  by  the  gen^ 
tieman  from  Marvlaad  (Mr.  Wright),  of  the  po- 
lite attention  with  which  the. House  had  favored 
him  while  he  was  discussing  a. subjectoi'  momen- 
tpus^oncern  lo  the  nation.  But,  on  whom  is  the 
delay  of  the  public  business  fairly  chargeable? 
He  appealed  to  his  worthy. friend  from  Q&or^ia, 
if  it  were  ^ot  chargeable  on  hiy  friends;  for  that 
gentleman  had. said,  sonde  days  ago,  "that  he 
^  wpuld  w^it  with  pleasure  to  hear  aliy thing 
^  wt\tch  could  be  heard  in  opposition!  but  he  was 
'  wearied  otU  with  the  debate  fronv  the  professed, 
'  and,  he  had  no  doubt,  the  real  friends  of  the 
'  measures  under  discussion.'' 

Wjth  the  aid  of  th^  previous  question,  and  a 
majority  0(  sixty  -  in  favor  of  war  measures,  if 
there  be  any  ability  for  public  business,  let  Us  not 
h^ar  of  delay  from,  lay  log  a.sixnple  resolution  on 
the  table.' and  a  debate  proceeding,  net  from  the 
party  offering  it,  but  from- those  who  are  not  wil- 
ling it  sboul^ji  lie  on  the  table :  from  which  i(  it 
were  taken,  it  would  not  be  by  his  hand,  excepC  it 
were'anked.  with  morecourtesy  and  urbanity  than 
had  been  shown  by  .the  gentleman  who  an^^^aated 
this  course. 
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Mr.  Fi8K  did  not  know  in  what  maDoer  the 

Sentleitean  wished  to  be  applied  to  for  a  with^ 
rawal  ofhispropoftitioo ;  hot  he  thought  it  would 
be  disgraceful  to  Congress  that  such  a  resolution' 
should  lie  on  their  table.  At  a  time  when  ^e 
are  about  to  raise  an  army  to  defend  our  injured 
countryman  attempt  is  made  to  turn  the  whole 
into  ridicule,  by  a  proposition  to  einploy  them  in 
making  roads  and  digging  canals  !  Tbin^s  whiish 
may  be  proper  and  reputable  In  one  situation,  may 
be  improper  and  dii^replitable  in  another.  Whe- 
ther it  was  proper  or  decorous  to  call  the  Army  of 
tbe  United  States  n&ercenaiy  slave?,  he  should 
leave  the  world  to  judge ;  but  he  could  never  give 
bis  vote  one  day  for  raising  an  army  for  the  de- 
fei)ce  of  the  country,  and  the  'next,  eive  counte- 
nance to  anrejolution  which^went  to.degrade  that 
army. 

Mr.  Stanfobd  was  not'  prepare^d  to  say  whe- 
ther it  would  be  proper  to  agree  to  this  proposi- 
tion or  not;  but  it  certainly  was  no  new  thing. 
Heasked^entlemen  to  recollect  who  cut  the  roads 
from  the  trontiers  of  Tennessee  to  Natchez^  they 
were  cut  by  the  Arilry.  under  th?  direction  of  the 
late  President.  How  were  the  troops  employed 
at  Terre  ^u  BoEfuf  7  He  understood  they  were 
engaged  in  ditching  and  other  work.  He  stated 
these  thin^  to  show  that  tbe  subject  is  worthy  of 
consideration. 

Mr.  Ta^lLmadoe  understood  tbe  resolution  to 
contemplate  employing^  the  troops,  when  out  of 
service,  in  working  on^  roads  and  canals.  He 
would  suggest  an  amendment  to  the  resoltition, 
which  would  be,  to  employ  the  men  In  ereotine 
fortifications  also.  He  was  credibly^  informed 
that  Government  bad  been  in  the  habit  of  paying 
a  dollar  a  day  to  laborers  op  fortifications,  while 
otir  troops  wer^  idle.  During  lUs  military  life, 
h^  had  been  employed  in  all  necessary  la boi*;  and, 
passing  a  reeolufioD  like  the  present,  Would  show 
that  this  House  expected  that  the  labor  for  wbieh 
farge  snins  had  heretofore  been  paid,  should  be 
done  by  the  troops; 
'  Mr.  RaAoolfh  ^cepted  of  this  amendment. 

Mr.  WRiQBTsaid,  this  amendment  was  unoe- 
.cetsa^y,  since  er.ery  one  acquainted  with  military 
business,  Jrnew  that  this  Was  a  |)art  of  the  dutf  of 
an  army. 

The  Speaker  declared  the  amenclcnent  to  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  Q;dihcy  said,  that  though  tbe  first  impree- 
sioiis  of  his  mind  were  hostile  to  this  proposition, 
yet'he^c^mid  not  believe  it  was  a  question,  espe- 
cially astaodified  by  the  Amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut,  which  onght  not  to  be 
permitted  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  liereafter  be. 
considered.  He  regretted  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
ha4  been  called  for.  He  supposed  that  the  reso- 
lution would,  at  l^stvbave  been  suffered  toiieon 
the  table,  without  objection^ 

Mr.  Grundt  said,  he  voted  in  favor  of  consid- 
ering the  resolution,  because,  if  we  were  to  refuae 
to  consider  it  to-day,  tbe  gen^eman  might  renew 
it  from  ^ay  to  day.  *  He  belieted  the  time  and 
cirettinstanoei  under  which  this  motion  was 
brought  /orward,  had   produced  the  tensibility 


which  had  been  noticed.  He  did  not  wish  to 
bold  out  to  the  world  that  this  military  fbrce  wn 
raised  with  any  Other  view  than  to  go  to  wtr. 
Would  it  not  be  highly  improper,  at  the  momnt 
we  are  raising  men  to  detena  our  ootmtry,  tbtt 
we  should  be  discussing  a  proposition  for  eroi^lor- 
ing  them  in  making  roads  and  canals  ^  Can  tM 
gentleman  fVom  Virginia  be  surprised  that  this 
motion  should  excite  sensibility  ? 

Why  wa$  not  a  resolution  M  this  kind,  if  he 
thought  it  necessary,  brouffbt  forward  before  we 
had  a  prbspecl  of  war  ?  Would  the  gentleoHUi 
havevthese  men  set  to  work  with  their  pickaxes 
and  spades^  at  a  moment  when  the  country  ii 
bleeding  under  tbe  wounds  which  she  has  rsceif* 
ed  from  an  implacable  enem^?  Under  different 
circumstances,  and  under  a  different  modifieatiofi, 
he  probably  should  not  have  objected  to  sodi  a 

firjoposition.  The  jaiodifieation  to  which  he  al- 
uded  was.  to  allow  to  every  man  who  should  be 
thus  employed,  additional  pay.  But,  will  any 
gentleman  who  ha^  iroted  for  war  measures  con- 
sent that  this  pi'bposition  shall  lie  on  the  taUe? 
If  so,  the  people  will  still  believe  we  are  not  io 
earnest.  If  the  m6ver  of  this  proposition  be  dis- 
posed, in  the  least,  to  accommodate  the  Hoose,  it 
would  be  best  at  once  to  take  a  vote  on  the  reso- 
lutioa  itself,  instead  of  the  motion  at  present  be- 
fore the  House. 

Mr.  Kent.— However  I  might  be  disposed  to 
di^uss  a  resolution  of  this  nature  at  any  other 
time,  lam  decidedly  oppoM  to  it  at  this  moaieDt 
either  in  its  original  ^ape,  or  as  amended.  Shoald 
we  be  serious  in  going'to  war,oUr  army  will  haft 
sufficient  employment. 

The  President  knows  bis  duty  too  well  not  to 
employ  those  meu  iu  erecting  and  repairlpg  forts, 
to  guard  against  the  iaroads  of  ofu*  enemies-^ 
a  powerful  one  we  shall  have  to  contend  witb. 
View,  sir,  our  expensive seaeoast  from  theCbesa- 
peake  to  Missiteippi.  Gkor^ia  and  th^  Carolinas 
mtfM  be  watched  aadv  defended.  New  Orleans 
must  be  protected,  «nd  New  York  must  not  be 
overlooked.  Are  we  to  raieethoae  troop*  with  tbeir 
numerous  officers,  and  encounter  41  countless  es* 
Dense,  to-t)o  what?  Out  foads  and  make  ditehes. 
^¥bat  efect  is  the  geotlemffn's  r^iK>lution  ealco- 
lated  to  have  on  tbe  enlistn»ents^  about  to  be 
made  ?  Patriotism  alone  can  raise  an  army  In 
this  country. ' 

Such  is  the  fhcilitv  with  which  k  comfortable 
subsistence  can  be  obtained  in  this  happy  laadbf 
agricultural  pursuits,  that  men  are  to  b^  induced 
by  patriotism^  not  the  pittance  that  we  shall  ^lier 
thfem,  to  enlist  in  the  service  of  their  country. 
Ifowever  correct  the  motive  and  object  o(  tbe 
gentleman  may  be,  his  resolution,  at  this  critical 
moment,  is  well  calculated  to  bring  our  measores 
into  contempt.  It  is  well  adapted  to  conveit  tbe 
serious,  solemn  acts  of  this  House,  into  a  mere 
farce.  What  is  proposed?  To  convert  year 
atmy,  at  a  |ime  likcf  this,  into  mere  hewers  ff 
wood  and  diggers -of  earth.  Instead  of  avenging 
tbe  wrongs  so  deeply  inflicted  i>pon  our  cotrntry, 
they  are  to  be  consigned  to  work  upon  the  rotds, 
to  be  associated  m  employiAient  wrtb  crimhial^ 
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who,  by  the  laws  of  some  of  the  States,  are  seo- 
tenced,  by 'way  of  puoisbmeDt,  to  labor  oa  the 
roads.  The  ^atleodaa  from  Vir^ioia  speaks  of 
the  lef  ioQs  of  Rome ;  had  such  a  re^olutioo  been 
adopted  by  the  Romao  Senate,  it  would  have 
converted  their  brave  legions  into  worse  than  a 
btod  of  diggers.^  It  would  have  bent  their  lofty 
minds,  from  the  greatest  bravery,  from  the  loftiest 
firtae,  to  a  debasement  beneath  ealcuiation. 

I  hope  tba  House  will  reject  tbe  resolution 
with  that  promptness,  with  tbat' decision,  whieh 
beeemes  as. 

Mr.  Randolph  bad  a  wish  to  accommodate  the 
gMtleman  from  Tennessee.  He  would,  therefore, 
withdraw  his  motion  for  raying  the  proposition 
CD  the  table,  and  have  the  question  on  ;he  adop- 
tion  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Smilie  observed  that,  if  such  a  proposition 
woald,  at  any  tim^  beproper,  it  is  extremely  im- 
proper at  this  time,  rhe  less  said  on  th€  subject 
the  better.  ^    ,     ^ 

Mr.  KcT  ha^  always  considered  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  soldiery  to  build  fbrtifications  j  they  had  to 
obey  the  commands  of  their  officers  in  executing 
works  of  this  kind.  The  ffeptleman  from  Nortb 
Carolina  (Mr.  Stanford)  had  stated  correctly 
that  the  soldiers  had  been  employed  in  making 
tbe  road  which  he  had  mentioned ;  and  he  be^ 
lieved,  at  this  time,  some  troops  are  engaged  in 
catting  a  road  through  the  lands  of  the  Choctaw 
nation  of  Indians.  But  he  was  opposed  to  tbe 
resolation,^s  unnecessary— it  being  alreadv  the 
doty  of  soldier^  to  execute  works  of  this  Jcind, 
noder  the  direction  of  their  officers. 

Mr.  WiDQERT  wished  to  know  if  the  motion 
could  not  be  divided.  The  Working  on  fortifica- 
tions was  certainly  a  part  of  the  duty  of  soldiers^ 
bnt  he  considered  this  power  already  in  the  hands 
of  tbe  commander  of  every  artny^  and  it  would 
not  be  taken  from  him  by  any  vote  we  tnay  give, 
so  he  should  vote  against  the  resolution.  As  to 
working  on  roads  and  canals,  he  did  not  expect 
the  soldieft^  to  be  employed  in  this  maniver. 

Mr.  Randolph  would  suppose  the  case  to  hap* 
peo.  to  which  tbe  attention  of  tbe  House  was 
called  yesterday,  on  one  of  the  amendments  to  the 
bill  for  raising  an  additional  military  force,  that 
oQr  lAirs  are  adjusted  with  Efirgland,  and  the 
troop)  are  not  wanted  to  fight.  You  have  put  it 
ootofthe  power  of  the  President  to  disband  them. 
WoQld  it  not,  then,  be  desirable  thdtthey  should  be 
employed  in  some  useful  work,  while  they  are  re- 
•eivine^ their  pay  from  the  public?  The  gentleman 
^rom  Marytand,'  (Mr.  Wriort.)  had  talked  about 
these  men  being  associated  with  felons.  He  did 
expect  accuracy  from  that  gentleman.  Is  there 
•pysnch  proposition  ib  that  resolution?  It  is  a 
simple,  naked  proposition;  a  rational  and  reason- 
tbleone;  and  one  which  nothing  but  the  panic 
of  the  moment  could  have  raised  into  the  conse- 
qaeoce  which  had  been  given  to  it.  The  Question 
it  simply  this— whiether  a  lanre  body  or  troops, 
nigaged  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  not 
haftng  employtaent,  whom  the  nation  is  compelled 
to  pay.  shall  be  employed  on  works  of  public 
utUity?    And,  his  friend  from  North  Carolina 


had  refreshed  his  memory  in  mentioning  the  fact 
of  the  late  President  having  thus  employed  a  part 
ol*  the  soldiery  formerlv*  The^e  is  nothing^  in 
the  resolution  to  damp  the  ardor  of  tbe  patriotism' 
of  any  man  inclined  to  enter  the  service.  If  it 
be  patriotism  which  leads  a  man  to  enter  into  the 
army,  he  will  calculate  upon  leaving  it  as  soon 
as  the  army  shall  have  effected  its  object ;  and  if 
at  any  time,  during  his  service,  he  should  not  be 
wanted  to  perform  military  duty,  he  would  pre- 
fer being  employed  in  honest  labor,  in  the  open, 
cheerful  air,  to  being  shot  up  in  a  barrack. 

Mr.  R.  would  venture  to  say  that,  if  at  the  end 
of  this  Congress,  or  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next,  a  resolution  to  this  effect  were  to  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  when  the  present  war  fevex  had 
somewhat  abated,  if  it  shall  not  be  wholly  re- 
moved, nothing  of  the  sensation  which  we  have 
now  seen,  would  be  produced.  He  could  readily 
believe  that  the  common  soldiers,  already  ener- 
vated by  idleness  and  inebriety,  would  have  ob- 
jections to  this  proposition ;  but  their  objections 
would  be,  with  him,  the  highest  recommendation. 

In  no  remarl^s,  said  Mr.  K.,  which  he  had  ever 
applied  to  an  army,  had  he  any  reference  to  that 
army  to  which  we  owe  our  independence.  He 
thought  oPit  with  far  mOre  reverence.  Let  not 
gentlemen  deceive  themselves — the  army  of  the 
present  day  is  not  the  army  of  the  Revolution— 
General  Wilkinson  is  not  General  Washington. 
A  more  corrupt  military  body  never  ^existed  than 
the  Pretoriap  band. 

Mr.  Wright  inquired  of  the  Speaker  if  it  wer^ 
in  order^hu's  to  abuse  the  army  of  the  country  ? 

The  SpEAitER  said  the  gentleman  had  a  right 
to  express  his  opinion  of  any  public  establish  men  t; 
the  great  object  in  debate  is  to  respect  ourselves, 
not  to  exhibit  extraordinary  heat,  but  to  discuss 
every  question  which  came  before  the  House  ia 
a  cool  and  orderly  manner,  and  treat  each  other 
as  gei^tlemen  Ought  to  be  treated. 

VMr.  Randolph  rose  and  asked,  if  another  Crom- 
well was  at  the  door ;  or,  if  not  at  the  door,  in  full 
march  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  the  nation — and 
^how  me  the  nation,  said  he,  which  has  lost  iu 
liberty  in  any  other  way— a  member  is  not  to 
rise  and  announce  tbe  danger,  lest  he  should  hurt 
the  feelings  of  some  gallant  and  honorable  man  ; 
because  he  may  Wound  the  feelings  of  thePretor 
to  the  First  Consul  ?  The  opinion  which. he  had 
expressed  of  our  army\  was  the  deliberate  convic- 
tion of  his  judgment,  irom  which  he  never  should 
be  driven.  It  bad  been  made  his  duty  to  examine 
the  testimony  of  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  many  of 
them  meoibefs  of  that  body,  aad  his  soul-sicken* 
ed  with  loathing  and  disgust  at  the  examination. 
He  would  not  be  understood  as  making  hrs  obser- 
vations general.  There  are  ,in  the  Army  many 
wovtfa^y,  gallant'sptrics ;  but  taken  in  the  mass,  it 
is  cankered  to  the  core.  He  recollected  the  evi- 
dence, which  he  was  compelled  to  reduce  to 
wrtthig,  in  the  trial  of  Aaron  Bnrr^  He  knew  by 
whom  Burr  was  received,  and  supplied  with  arms 
ovrt  of  the  public  stores,  with  aids — orderly  ser- 
geants, he  believed,  thef  were  oalled— and  heha4 
seen  tnes^  very  persons  since  ^promoted.    Under 
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these  circumstances,  he  "had  a  right  to  express 
himself  of  the  Army  as  he  felt. 

Mr.  R.  could  not  sit  down,  without  again  ex- 
pressing his  regret  at  the  heal  which  had  been 
struck  out  of  tnis  plain,  reasonable  proposition. 
He  would  remind  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
that,  if  the  re>olution  were  ag^reed  to,  the  details 
of  the  bill  could  be  made  conformable  to  ttie  idea 
he  had  sug^fosted.  If  he  could  have  believed  that 
the  House  would  have  made  so  much  opposition 
to  his  resolution,  he  would  not  have  brought  it 
forward;  and  he  was  prevented  from  withdraw- 
ing it  at  present,  onlyr  from  the  nature  of  the  re- 
ception it  had  met  with. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  was  surprised  that  gentlemen 
were  not  ready  to  receive  any  proposition  which 
was  made  to  the  House,  with  coolness,  and  to 
discuss  it  with  moderation  ;  he  thought  it  better 
to  take  this  course,  than,  in  heat  and  passion,  at 
once  to  reject  a  measure,  which,  in  our  opinion, 
may  be  improper.  He  thought  it  right  that  the 
question  should  be  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
he  should  vote  against  it.  However  much  he  re- 
spected the  gentleman  who  brought  forward  the 
proposition — and  he  always  listened  to  his  elo- 
quence with  pleasure  and  benefit — be  could  not 
vote  for  it,  because  he  had  voted  for  the  bill  for 
raising  an  additional  army  ;  and  he  considered 
that  this  proposition  was  calculated  to  throw  a 
damp  upon  the  business  of  enli^tment.  He  had 
considered  it  his  duty  to  go  along  with  the  major- 
ity in  putting  the  nation  into  a  complete  state  of 
defence.     He  trusted  we  were  assuming  a  new 

Eosture,  which  had  been  long  recommended^  and 
e  considered  this,  disposition  as  auguring  well 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Mr.  M.  observed,  that  one  part  of  this  resolu- 
tion was  very  objectionable.  It  had  never  been 
considered  as  the  duty  of  soldiers  to  inake  roads 
and  dig  canals,  except  such  works  became  neces- 
sary for  the  accommodation  of  the  army,  as  bad 
been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  As 
to  the  other  branch  of  the  resolution,  respecting 
fortifications,  it  is  already  the  constant  practice  of 
comroaoders  thus  toemploy  their  men,  and  there- 
fore this  provision  is  unnecessary.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  resolution  would  be  rejected. 
*»  It  was  rejected — yeas  15,  nays  102.  as  follows: 
Ybas — Harmanus  Bleecker,  Elijah  Brigham,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  JameK  E^ott.  Asa  Fitch,  Richard  Jackson, 
jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Hugh  Nelson,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  Jan.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph, 
Rich.  Btanford,  Laban  Wheaton^and  Leonard  White. 

Nati — WilHa  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  8tc- 
Ttfnaon  Arclier,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Joaiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Baesett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Thoinas  Blount,  A^am  Boyd,  James  Brfcken- 
ridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell.  William 
Butler,  John  C  Oalhoan.  Epaphroditui  Champion, 
Langdon  Chevei,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condit,  Roger 
D,avis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsnu>or, 
Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk.  Mesback 
Franklin,  Thomas  iGbolson,  Thomas  R.  Qold,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  AylcttHawes^  Jaeob  Huily,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  Richard  M.  Jobosoi^  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key, 


W'illiam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Pe- 
ter Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  V\'m.  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyic,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  Mo- 
Kim,  Arunah  Mctcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mit- 
chill,  James  Morgan.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O. 
Moselcy,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  Jan.,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  BeDJamin 
Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  QuincT,  William  Reed, 
Samuel  Ringf^old,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jooathan 
Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  8aiod 
Shaw,  Daniel  Shcfiey,  John  Smilie.  George  South, 
Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges»  Geofige 
Sullivan,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg  TaHroan,  John 
Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Piena  Van. 
Cortlandt,  jun..  RoWt  WhitehUl,  William  Widgvy, 
Thos.  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  WrighL 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  Into  «  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  th% 
President  of  the  United  Slates  to  accept  and  or- 
ganize certain  volunteer  military  corps. 

The  amended  bill  being  under  coDsideratioo, 
which  provides  for  theappointmeDtof  the  officers 
by  the  several  Stales — 

Mr.  Porter  moved  to  amend  the  secoodsec* 
tion  of  the  bill,  by  adding  to  it  the  following 
words :  "and  shall  be  liable  to  be  called  upop  to 
do  duty  at  any  time  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States  shall  think  proper." 

It  mi^ht  appear  extraordinary,  Mr.  P. said, that 
he  should  propose  an  amendment  to  a  bill  which 
.he  believed  to  be  Constitutional,  which,  if  adopted, 
would  make  it  unconstitutional  But,  perhapB| 
when  his  motives  were  understood,  he  should 
stand  acquitted  of  acting  iiiiproperly.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  aod  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  wa«  to  pro- 
vide a  volunteer  force  to  act  in  coojuoctioo  .with 
the  regular  troops,  in  such  service  as  QoverDoieiit 
may  direct  them  to  perform.  The-commtttee,  ia 
conformity  with  this  view,  had  directed  him  to 
draw  a  bill,  which  was  first  reported  to  the  House. 
In  that  bill,  he  gave  tjiis  v.olunteer  corps  the 
character  of  regular  troops,  or  Federal  troops,  ia 
distinction  from  regulars  or  'miliiia,  under  the 
opinion  that  a  militia  corps  could  not  be  empiorei 
without  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  The 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relationsgave  their  cooaeai 
to  the  bill ;  but  some  of  the  members  of  that  com- 
mittee, after  reflection  on  the  subiect,  thiokio; 
that  the  militia  might  be  employed  in  carrying 
on  ao  offensive  war,  and  being  desirous  of  so  eoH 
ploying  them,  they  asked  leave  to  have  the  blU 
recommitted,  and  the  present  amendatory  bill  wis 
reported^  If  the  opinion  be  correct,  that  the  mili- 
tia may  be  employed  in  foreigo  oflfeosive  war. 
then  the  bill,  as  it  now  stands,  is  a  proper  one;  it 
not,  it  will  be  ioefiectual  and  inapplicahle  to  the 
object  in  riew.  He  had  introduced  this  ameod- 
ment  for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  sense  of  the 
committee  on  this  point.  If  it  be  deembd  Con- 
stitutional to  employ  the  militia  io  any  purpose! 
of  war,  there  cao  be  no  objectioo  to  this  i 
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meot;  but  if,  Dn  the  contrary,  (which  was  his 
opinioD.)  it  be  thought  the  militia  can  ODty  be 
employed  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  Con- 
stituiioo  within  the  United  States,  this  amend- 
ment will  be  negatived^  and  we  must  have  re- 
eoorse  to  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  EoiNDBXTER  Observed  that  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York  would  not,  if  agreed  to,  obviarte  the  Con- 
stitutional difficulty  which  had  been  raised  on 
the  present  occasion.  The  Presidefnt,  said  he, 
has  already  the  power  to  call  out  the  militia  at 
aoy  time  he  may  think  proper,  to  do.  military 
duty  ID  the  service  of  the  United  States;  but 
that  power  is  expressly  directed  to  objects  within 
the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the  United  States.  If, 
then,  the  amendment  foe  adopted,  it  will  eoDfer 
00  the  Executive  no  authority  Which  he  does  not 
already  possess.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  would  withdraw  the  jnotioa 
which  he  had  made,  that  a  more  comprehensive 
tmeodroent  might  be  offered,  declaring  the  use 
which  should  be  made  of  this  force  When  organ- 
ized. Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  I  am.  one  of  those  who 
believe  that  these  volunteers  will  be  composed  of 
the  purest  and  best  materials  of  which  our'coun- 
ti7  can  boast.  The  hardy  and  enterprising  sous 
of  the  planter  and  the  farmer,  wlxose  occupations 
are  peculiarly  calculated  to  qualify  them  for  the 
fatigues  and  hardships  incident  to  the  camp,  and 
whose  minds,  untutored  in  the  school  of  vice  and 
immorality,  inhale  the  holy  flame  of  pairiotisd, 
by  the  iofli^ence  of  which  ihey  are  aniniated  to 
brave  every  danger,  to  vindicate  the  rigfits,  and 
redness  the  violated  honor  of  their  native  coun- 
try. I  wish,  said  be,  to  give  to  the  energies  of 
this  corps  such  a  direciioq,  as  to  constitute  it  an 
efficient  force  for  all  the  [purposes  of  the  war, 
which  is  about  to  grow  out  of  the  wrongs  in- 
flicted on  the  nation  by  the  tyranny  and  mjus- 
tice  of  Great  Britain.  Can  we,  then,  constitu- 
tionally employ  volunteer  militia  without  the 
jurisdictidn  of  the  United  States,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  hostilities  in  the  enemy's  country  ?  Miv 
P»  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  no  legislative  act 
of  Congress  could  coufer  such  a  pow^r  en  the 
Presideiit.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
recognises  two  species  of  land  force  only-*-the 
Armv,  aiHl  the  militia  of  the  respective  States ; 
in  relation  to  the  former,  there  is  no  restriction 
ott  the  discretieo  of  the  Government;  with  re^ 
gard  to  the  latter^  the  purposes  for  which  they 
may  be  ased  are  limited  and  defined.  Confess 
may,  by  the  Conslitution,  "provide  for  ^alHop^ 
ibrth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Uni^ 
ted  Slates,  suppress  insurrections,  and  r^pel  in- 
vasions," and  for" organizing,  arming,  and  disci- 
pliping  the  miiitia,  and  for  goyeriHng  such  part 
of  them  lis  may  be  ia  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates,  reserving  to  the  States,  respectively,  the 
appointment  of  the  officers."  The  bill  on  your 
table  contemplates  a  simple  organization  of  fifty 
thousand  volunteers,  to  be  officered  by  the  State 
aathorities,  leaving  it  to  the  Executive  to  inake 
foeh  a  disposition  of  them,  as.  in  his  opinion, 
may  be  consistent  with  the  literal  import  of  the 


Constitution.  To  me,  said  ^r.  P.,  it  appears 
evident  that  this  force  must  be  coimned  to  the 
actual  territorial  limits  of  the  United  Stales,  un- 
less some  provision  is  made,  by  which  they  may 
be  compelled  to  step  over  the  national  boundary 
to  carry  on  offensive  war.  For  that  purpose,  he 
sai^,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  would  withdraw 
his  motion,  he  wodld,  without  further  explana- 
tion at  this  lime,  move  a  new  section  to  the  bill, 
which,  in  his  judgment,  would  render  this  volun- 
teer force  effective,  both  for  internal  a'bd  external 
purposes. 

Mr.  Porter  then  .withdrew  the  motion  to 
amend,  and  Mr.  Poinoexter  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing section,  to  come  in  between  the  first  and 
second  sections  of  the  bili  : 

'*  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  each  volunteer 
shall  sign  an  engagement  to  serve  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  which  shall  be 
transmitted  by  the  Executive  of  the  respective  States 
and  Territories  to  the  President  of  the  U;iited  States ; 
and  when  called  into  actual  service,  under  the  author* 
ity  of  the  United  States,  each  volunteer  shall  be  subject  to 
the  rales  and  article*  of  war,  and  may  be  called  into  the 
•enrice  of  the  United  States,  to  any  place  without  the 
jurisdiction  thereof." 

Mr.  Grcndt  would  have  voted  against  the 
propositioD  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  as 
ne  shoold  do  as^ainst  the  one  now  offered.  They 
amount  to  nothing.  If  the  Constitution^  forbids 
the  President  from  sending  the  militia  out  of  the 
United  States,  liow  can  we  authorize  him  so  to 
do  by  law?  We  cannot ;  we  should  legislate  to 
no  purpose.  Whether  he  had  the  autnoritv  or 
not,  would  depend  upon  the  construction  which 
the  President  himself  shall  give  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. Nor  could  he  see  how  this  proposition  gets 
over  the  difficulty.  It  provides  that  a  militiaman 
may  authorize  the  President  to  send  him  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  United  S^tes.  He  had  always 
understood  thaf  in  framing  ihe  Constitution  of 
this  Government,  there  was  great  jealousv  exhib- 
ited lest  the  General  Government  should  swal- 
low, up  the  powers  of  the  State  governments; 
and^hen  the  power  of  making  war  and  raising 
armies  was  given  to  Congress,  the  militia  was 
retained  by  the  States,  except  in  the  cases  men- 
tioned in  the  Constitution.  How,  then,  can  yoa 
permit  militiamen  to  engage  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  and  by  that  means  leave  the  State 
unprotected?  ^It  was  with  this  view  that  he 
shoold  vote  against  this  motion.^  Heltnewthe 
corps  proposed  to  be  raised  would  be  les.H  effective 
as  militia,  than  if  considered  in  the  light  of  regfu- 
lar^;  but  still  they  would  be  of  great  usiv  If 
they  could  not  be  sent  to  Canada,  they  could  be 
employed  at  home/and  liberate  all  the  regulars 
for  that  service,  v 

Mr.  Porter  kne^  that  he  offered  to  the  Com- 
mittee an  uncoi^titutiooal  provision ;  but,  as  ha 
had  before  stated,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  sense  of  the  House  on  rhe  subject. 
His  idea  in  i^ising  a  volunteec  corps  was  to  get  a 
focce  for  making  an  invasion  of  the  B>itish'ptov- 
incea;  ftnd  be  wanted  to  know  whether  tbesa 
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volunteers  would  be  «  force  that  could  be  thus 
used,  or  whether  it  was,  to  be  a  mere  militia 
force. 

The  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
the  Mississippi  Territory  would  have  the  same 
effect  with  the  one  offered  by  himself.  The 
Constitution,  said  Mr.  P.,  speaks  of  two  kinds  of 
force^the  Atmy  and  the  Militia.  The  militia 
is  coosidered  the  strength  of  the  nation  for  de- 
fending and  protecting  the,  country.  The  militia, 
as  was  observed  bjr  tlie  gentleman  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  is  the  shield  of  the  nation — the 
Army,  the  sword.  The  militia  may  be  called 
forth  by  Congress  to  suprpress  insurrection,  en- 
force the  laws,  and  jrepel  invasion^  and  for  these 
purposes  only.  He  did  not  ai^ree  with  the  gen- 
tleman, that  the  militia  could  in  no  ease  be  em- 
ployed without  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 
He  did  not  thfnk  their  services  were  to  be  coo- 
fined  by  geographical  limits.  If  it  became  neces- 
sary for  the  Executive  of  the  United.  States  |o 
call  out  the  militia  to  repel  invasion,  he  thought 
they  might  pursue  the  enemy  beyond'  the  limits, 
until  the  invadecs  were  effectually  dispersed. 

Therte  is  nothing,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  prevent^iin 
agreement  being  entered  into  between  militiamen 
and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the 
performance  of  military  service;  but  then^  after 
such  agreement,  they  wouid.no  longer  be  militia- 
men— they  becpme  a  part  of  the  Army.  He 
shquld.vote  against  the  amendment,  as  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  unconstitutional)  and  tnen  against 
the  hill,  as  ineffectual. 

Mr.  WiDOERY  hoped  the  bill  would  be  so  mod- 
ified as  to  be  useful.  When  gentlemen  talk  about 
militia,  they  talk  about  something  very*  different 
from  the  'force  provided  for  by  this  bill.  This  is  a 
bill  for  accepting  a  corps  of  volunteers  not  ex- 
ceeding 50,000  men,  to  be  uo4er  the  same  regula- 
tions and  restrictions,  when  iq  service,  sfs  regular 
troops,  which  he  thought  might  be  marched  any- 
where. •        ^ 

Mr.  Porter  again  explained  the  difference  her 
tween  regular  soldiers  and  militia ',  and  concluded 
with  wishing  the  gentleman  from  the  Mississippi 
Territory  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  he 
would  move  to  strike  out  the  three  "first  sections 
of  this  hill  with  the  view  of  inserting  the  four 
first  sections  of  the  bill  origiually  reported. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTEB  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  PoRTBft  then  made  his  motion  accordingly. 

Mr.  Johnson  «aid,  when  ipilitva  officers  shall 
irai&e  a  volunteer  corps,  they  will  not  be  considered 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  until  called 
upon  to  march.  And  is  it  supposed  that  avolun- 
teer  force,  with  an  object  before  then),  will-  aot 
fight  equal  to  ai^y  regular  for«e  of  the  United 
Sfates?  Shall  we  put  aside  the  officers  proposed 
to  be  appointed  by  the  respective  States,  and  give 
to  the  President  the  power  of  appointing  these 
officers?  He  was  "Opposed  to  this  course.  'The 
militia  was  intended  as  the  security  of  the  States, 
and  he  would  never  consent  to  their  being  offi* 
cered  hy  any  other  than  the  State  authority  ;  for 
if  one  thousand  men  could  be  taken  from  Ken- 
tucky in  this  wayi  thirty  thousajid  might  be  tajcaa, 


and  thus  leave  the  State  without  its  natural  de- 
fence. These  volunteers,  called  out  under  their 
State  officers,  would  go  to  battle  with  the  greatest 
alacrity  ;  and  he  was  astonished  to  hear  it  saiu 
that  it  would  not  be  an  effective  force,  except  offi* 
cered  by  the  President — then,  aeeordin^  to  gen- 
tlemen, it  would  be  all-sufficient.  The  President 
will  have. enough  to  do  to  appoint  officers  for  tb€ 
regular  force;  but  he  was  afraid  this  volunteer 
corps  was  to  be  scouted,  that  the  men  who  would 
compose  it  may  be  got  to  -euter  the  Army.  Hare 
we  come  to  this,  said  Mr.  J.,  that  a  freeman  of 
the  United  States  canoAt  engage  to  serve  bis  coun- 
try in  any  way  that  he  chooses?  If  so,  we  bad 
better  stop  short  and  submit ;  thus  verifying  the 
prediction  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  duiNCT,}  on  pi  £Qriuert»cca:»ioii,  that  we  could 
not  be  Jdcked  into  a  war. 
The  Committee  rose.and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Baturday,  January  11. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  locate  the  thirty-six  sections  of  land  heretofore 
granted  to  Jefferson  College,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  on  any  land  in  said  Territory  to  which 
the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  and  cot 
otherwise  appropriated  ;  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill,  of  otherwise. 

Mr.  LtTTLE  moved  the  following  resolution : 
-  Besolvedt  Th^t  the  President  be.  requested  to  ctuie 
to  he  laid  before  this  House,  as  fiair  as  may  be  practica- 
ble, a  hst  of  the  whole  number  of  vessels  and  ships  of 
the  United  States,  captured,  coikdemned,  and  detained, 
under  the  orders,  and  by  the  authority*  of  the  Britiih 
Government',  their  value,'  including  also  that  of  their 
cargo>  since  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  amity, 
commerce,  and  navigation,  between  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty and  the-  United  ^Slates  of  AmeHca,  of  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety *foiir ;  and,  also,  the 
amount  of  indemnifioation,  if  any  have  heen  made, 
daring  the  vame  peiriod,  to  the  cittxens  of  the  United 
Slates  on  account  of  any  of  the  aforeaaid  oaptnrei,  eon* 
demnations,  or  detentions. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  k>  lie  ob 
the  table. 

Mr.  PtTKiir  called  up  for  consideratiott  two  res* 
qlutions,  which  he  laid  on  the  table  on  the  22d 
ultimo,  calling  upon  the  Secretary^  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  Materaeots  of  .the  district  tonaage  of  tlM 
United  States  within  each  State  and  Territoryt 
for  every  year,  since  the  4th  of  March,  1789 ;  «w 
the  gross  amount  of  customs  within  each  State 
and  Territory  for  the  aarae  period;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  tor  altering  the  time  of  holdlag  the 
District  Courte  of  North  Carolina,  vtas  read  the 
third  time,  ana  passed. 

^VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 
The  House.resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  Presideot 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  orffaoize  cer- 
tain volunteer  military  corps;  when  Mr.  Pctlti!£it 
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moved  to  strike  out  the  three  first  sections  of  the 
bill  list  reported  by  the  Cooamittee  of  Foreign 
ReUtioDs,  which  provide  for  the  appoiatraeat  of 
the  officers,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  in 
the  several  States  and  Territories,  and  insert,  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  ibur  first  sections  of  the  bill  first 
reported  by  the  same  committee,  which^ve  au« 
thority  to  the  President  to  appoint  the  omoecs. 

Mr.  PoiNQEXTER  hoped-  these  sections  would 
bestrack  out,  in  order  to  insert  the  sections  ori- 
ffioilly  reported,,  which  sive  the  power  to  the 
President  of  appointing  the  officers.  The, Con- 
stitution gives  to  Congress  the.  power  of  arming 
aoidisciplining  the  militia,  and  of,  calling  them 
out  for  the  purposes  already  mentioned,  but  ieares 
to  the  States  the  appointment  of  officers.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  improper  to  retain  the  seo 
tioDs  moved  to  be  stricken  out,  as  they  would' 
make  this  corps  militid,  to  all  intents  and  pujr* 
poses. 

Mr.  Smili£  inquired  if  the  House  was  rea,dy  to 

!>ut  into  the  hands  of  the  President  a  regular 
brce  of  eifphtv-five  thousand  men^  Tou  have 
already,  said  he,  placed  an  army  of  thirty-^ ve 
thousand  at  his  disposal*  provided  they  can  be 
raised,  aad  are  you  desirous  of  raising  fifty  thou- 
sand  more?  If  bet  clauses  in  question  are  struok 
out,  and  those  from  the  old  bill  inserted,  these 
Tolaateers  ^ill  be  as  much  a  regular  .force  as 
those  UQder  the  laws  already  passed.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  whole  of  this. force  might  be  safely 
intrusted  in  the  hands  of  the  present  President.of 
the  United  States ;  but  this  will  be  setting  a  dan- 
gerous precedent,  which  a  man  of  more  ambitious 
views  might  abuse. 

Geptlemen  will  not  deny,  that  if  the  volunteers 
be  raised  under  the  bill  as  it  now  stanils,  they 
may  pass  oyer  the  line  by  their  own  consent, 
which  will  answer  every  purpose.  He  could  not 
agree  that  the  officers  in  these  corps  should  be 
appointed  by  the  President,  as  he  certainly  could 
not  be  so  well  acquainted  with  the  characters  tn 
he  thus  employed  as  the  Executives  or  the  Legist 
laturfs  of  th^  respective  States.  He  was'  glac)^ 
^wever,  tha(  the  question,  had  come  before  the 
House  ia  this  shape,  as  it  would  distinctly  mark 
who  were  in  favor  of  relying  upon  the  miliUa, 
and  who  were  for  relying  altogether  upon  an 
army. 

Mr.  Porter  was  sorry  to  see  so  'much  fealousy 
exhibited  on  the  present  occasion,  for  the-qiies- 
jioa  was  merely  one  of  form,  and  not  of  substance. 
We  have  all,  said  he,  the  same  object  in  view; 
we  all  wish  to  employ  these  volunteers  in  the 
support  of  the  rights  of  our  country.  Because 
ihese  men  receive  a  commission  from  the  Presi- 
<l^t,  will  it  change  their  character?  Will  they 
at  once  become  traitors  to  their  country?  Cer- 
^inly  not ;  these  volunteers  will  consist  of  men 
who  have  as  high  a  regard  for  the  rights  an4  lib- 
^fiicf  of  their  country  as  we  have.  While  they 
are  militia,  they  cannot  be  employed  efficiently, 
and  he  wanted  an  efficient  force  or  none. 

Mr.  Cbeves  said  he  would  not  have  risen  had 
any  other  gentlemap  taken  that  view  of  the  sub-, 
jeet  which  he  proposed  to  take ;  nor  had  not  the 


amendment  been  submitted  on  a  ground  which 
went  to  renounce  a  great  Constitutional  power 
of  the  General  Government.  He  was,  however, 
entirely  opposed  tO' the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  The  necessary 
force  ought  to  be  provided  under  its  proper  name. 
He  was  opposed  to  a  regular  army  in  disgui^ 
and  such  heV^  obliged  to  consider  that  con- 
tained in  this  amendment.  He  knew  that  no  de- 
ception was  intended  by  the  honorable  mover, 
but  it  would  afibrd  a  dangerous  examine.  With 
the  gentieaian  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Smilib.) 
be  saw  nothing  in  the  state  of  the  country,  or  tlie 
viaws  of  the  Government,  to  justify  or  excuse 
the  establishment  of  a  regular  army  of  ^ghty- 
five  thousand  men.  If  ever  the  liberties  of  the 
country  should  be  endangered  by  a  milftary  force, 
it  would  probably  be  by  an  army  raised  under 
some  indirect  pretence  to  oove^f  its  real  character 
or  design,  such  j>erhaps  as  the  one  now  suggested. 
The  objectjoo  stated  to  the  bill  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  which  is  )said  to  render  the  amend- 
ment expedient,  is,  that  the  force  proposed  to  be 
raided  by  the  bill  is. Incompetent  to  the  object  to 
be  accomplished,  because  the  General  Govern- 
ment has  no  power  to  send  the  militii^  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  United  States ;,  that  they  ciin  only 
be  employed'  under  that  provision  pf  the  Consti^ 
tution  whi6h  gives  Congress  power, to  call  focfh 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrection,  and  repel  invasion^  and  t^t 
this  did  not  five  Congress  tne, power  tq  use  the 
force  proposed  for  jlhej)bject  contemplated.  Thi^ 
is  the  statement  of  the  objection,  but  it  does  not 
disclose  the  extent  of  its  paralyzing  effects  on 
the  powers  of  the  General  Governmeat.  What^ 
tlie^,  is. the  real  extent  of  the  question  before  th,e 
Committee?  I^ou  cannot,  in  any  case,  use  the 
militia  in  performing  garrison  duty.  You  can- 
not call  them  forth,  ev6n  in  time  of  war,  to  pre- 
pare for  an  expected  invasion,  or  send  them  to 
the  frontier^  to  the  West  or  the  East,  until  the 
enemy  has  entered  your  territory.  An  invasion 
i»  a  hostile  entry  dn  your  territory ;  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  constrqction  suggested,  nothing  else 
but  a  hostile  entry  on  your  territory  will  author- 
ize you  to  call  forth  the  militia.  Nor  can  you, 
in  case  of  .actui^  invasion,  employ  them  beyond 
the  boundary  line  of  the  United  'States — for 
though  the  i|[entleroan  from  New  York  says  the 
service  of  the  militia  is  not  to  be  bounded  by 
geographical  limits,  I  cannot,  sajd.Mr.  C»,  dis^ 
cover  the  premises  by  which  be  comes  to  this 
coqclusion,  if  the  General  Government  hae  np 
other  power  over  the  militia  than,  is  given  to  it 
in  thb  clause  of  the  Constitution.  I^  they  may 
cross  the  line,  why  not  go  ^o  the  walls  oC  Que- 
bec ?  Tbe  principle  is  trampled  upon  the  instant 
they  pass  beyond  the  territorial  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  nor,  if  this  be  i^  correct  construction^ 
canthe  consent  of  the  individual  add  anv|hing 
to  the  powers  or  the  ji^hts  of  the  General  Goy- 
ernment  while  he  remains  a  member  of  the  mili- 
tia of  the  State.  It  is  the  Slate  which  clainu 
the  right  of  a  sovereign  to  retain  tl^e  miliiia 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  Sutes;  and  the 
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individual  who  owes  to  the  Stare  allegiance  and 
duty  coextensive  with  the  right  of  the  State,  can 
transfer  no  part  of  ilial  allegiance  or  duly  to  the 
United  Siafes,  which  are  a  distinct  sovereignty. 
The  sovereis^n  claims  of  the  Slates  are  opposed 
to  those  of  the  United  States,  and  the  consent  of 
the  individual  can  neither  increase  nor  diminish 
the  rights  of  either  while  he  conlinCies  a  memher 
of  the  militia  of  the  State.  Such  is  the  eflbct 
of  the  construction  proposed,  that  you  could  not 
march  a  militiaman  from  Connecticut  to  Mass- 
chuseitSj  with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  indi- 
vidual, tosuppress  insurrection,  till  it  had  actually 
taken  place,  or  til!  your  laws  nave  been  actually 
resisted,  or  till  your  territory  ha?  been  actually 
invaded,  or  even  send  him  to  garrison  a  fortress 
in  time  of  war  within  the  State  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  until  there  has  been  a  hostile  entry,  nor 
even  then  perhaps.  This  cannot  possibly  be  all 
the  power  which  Congress  has  over  the  militia 
of  the  Union.  By  such  a  construction  of  the 
Constitution  you  cut  the  best  sinews  of  our  na- 
tional strength. 

But,  said  Mr.  C.  the  power  of  the  General 
Governrnent  to  use  the  militia  in  lime  of  war  is 
not  given  by.the  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
has  been  mentioned.  It  is  granted  by  a  different 
clause  of  the  Constitution — that  which  authorizes 
Congress  **to  declare  war."  To  discover  the 
true  exrent  of  this  power,  it  is  necessary  to  in- 
quire into  the  nature  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  applies  to  the  subject  under 
consideration.  Is  it  a  Federative  or  a  National 
Government?  a  Governrnent  in  which  the  States 
as  Stales  are  represented  and  bound,  or  one  in 
which  the  people  are  represented  and  bound? 
For  the  purpose  of  making  war,  it  is  essentially 
a  National  Goveroment,  a  Government  of  the 
people.  The  distinction  between  a  Government 
of  the  people,  and  a  Federative  Government, 
will  be  best  seen  by  a  comparison  of  the  present 
Government  of  the  United  States  with  that  of 
the  old  Confederation.  The  last,  unlike  the  for- 
mer, was  not  in  itself  a  sovereignty.  It  repre- 
sented the  sovereignty  of  the  Slates  as  that  of  so 
many  individual  sovereignties.  It  could  make 
DO  law  immediately  binding  on  the  persons  or 
the  properly  of  the  citizens  of  the  several  States. 
The  troops  of  the  Confederacy  were  raised  under 
acts  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States; 
the  other  supplies  of  the  war  were  granted  in 
the  same  manner.  But,  under  the  present  Gov- 
ernment, the  laws  of  Congress  act  imniediaiely 
on  the  persons  and  properly  of  all  the  citizens  of 
all  the  States.  This,  then,  is  a  definition  of  a 
Kational  Government,  or  a  Government  of  the 
people.  It  acts  immediately  on  the  person  and 
properly  of  the  citizen,  and  such,  as  to  the  power 
of  declaring  and  making  war,  is  the  nature  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  Government  of  the  Union,  then,  possesses 
the  power,  and  this  power,  too,  is  exclusive,  of 
declaring  and  making  war;  and.  for  the  purposes 
of  declaring  and  making  war.  h  a  National  Gov- 
ernment. But  the  pawer  of  decltriog  and  mak- 
ing war  ia  a  great  sovereigu  power,  whose  limits 


and  extent  have  been  long  understood  and  well 
established.  It  has  its  altributes  and  iDcidenial 
powers,  which  are  in  the  same  degree  lesseqnJT- 
ocal  than  those  of  other  powers,  as  it  exceeds 
those  powers  in  its  importance.  Do  you  ask, 
then.  •5aid  Mr.  C,  for  the  right  of  Congress  to 
employ  the  militia  in  war?  It  is  found  amonj 
the  attributes  of  the  sovereign  power  which  Con- 
gress has  to  make  war.  Do  you  ask  for  tlie  lim- 
ns to  which  this  employment  may  extend  ?  They 
are  coextensive  with  the  objects  of  the  wir. 
Those  who  think  the  General  Government  has 
no  right  to  send  the  militia  out  of  the  United 
plates,  probably  found  this  opinion  on  theclinse 
of  the  Constitution  already  mentioned,  vbieh 
gives  Congress  a  right  to  call  forth  the  militia  for 
the  purposes  of  enforcing  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppressing  insurrection,  and  repelling  invasion, 
and  apply  to  it  that  rule  of  construction  which 
declares  that  the  expression  of  one  case  taciilf 
excludes  all  like  cases.  The  argument,  then. b 
this:  though  Congress  might  have  had  a  right  to 
use  the  militia  for  all  the  purposes  of  war,  had  not 
this  clause  been  inserted  in  the  ConstitalioQ;]fet, 
as  in  it  we  see  an  express  ^rant  of  a  right  to  use 
the  militia  for  a  particular  act  of  war,  we  neces- 
sarily infer  that  it  was  intended  to  grant  no  other 
like  power;  that  is  to  ttay,  no  power  to eoopiof 
them  in  any  other  act  of  war.  The  fallacy  lies 
in  this:  the  cases  are  not  like  cases.  The  term 
invasion,  as  used  in  the  Constitution,  is  well  uo- 
dersiood  not  lo  refer  to  a  state  of  public  tod  de- 
clared war,  such  as  Congress  has  the  right  to 
declare  and  wage,  k  may  be  used  toexprena 
circumstance  or  an  incident  of  such  a  war.  But, 
when  it  is  used  without  such  dependence,  it 
means,  and  it  is  so  understood  and  used  by  writen 
on  public  and  national  law.  a  hostile  entry  into 
the  territory  of  a  sovereign  Power,  not  growing 
out  of  a  public  and  declared  war.  Fur  example, 
if  the  Governor  of  either  of  the  two  Ciwdii 
were  to  make  an  inroad  into  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  this  would  be  an  inTasion  withio 
the  meaning  of  this  clause  of  the  Constitatioa. 
It  would  be  an  act  of  war,  but  would  not  aeeei- 
sarily  involve  thejneaceof  the  United  States  with 
Great  Britain.  Every  act  of  war  will  Dold^ 
siroy  the  peaceful  relations  of  Governments. 
Great  Britain  and  France,  for  years  past,  ban 
committed  upon  us  acts  of  aostihty,  bat  tbeyare 
still  considered,  politically,  as  at  peace  wiihof. 
The  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  was  an  attoTwar. 
but,  to  use  the  appropriate  terms,  it  Was  aa  acto! 
war  de  facto,  not  de  jure.  So,  frequently,  is  also 
an  invasion.  The  sovereign  invaded  may  coo- 
sider  it  as  as*  destroying  the  peace  which  bad  pre- 
viously subsisted  between  him  and  the  aggressor, 
or  not,  as  he  pleases.  These  invasions  are  geBe^ 
ally  sudden  and  unexpected,  and  k  was  do  doaht 
to  repel  such,  that  the  power  contained  To  ibis 
clause  of  the  Constitution  was  given. 

We  thus  discover,  said  Mr.  C,  the  objects  or 
the  Constitution.  It  had  given  the  power  of  call- 
ing forth  and  using  the  militia  for  the  norposet 
of  war  generally,  under  the  power  to  declare  and 
make  war ;  but  the  GbTernmeat,  uoder  this  grant 
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of  poWer,  18  only  authorized  to  use  them  ia  the 
case  expressed — a  public  aqd  declared  war.  It 
W&9)  therefore,  deemed  necessary  or  expedient  to 
grant  to  the  Goveroment  of  the  Union  a  power' 
to  require  the  serrices  of  the  militia  in  certain 
other  cases,  and  therefore  was  inserted  the  claose 
^iviog  power  to  Congress  to  call  forth  the  mili- 
tia, to  execute  the  Jaws  of  th6  Union,,  suppress 
insorrection.  and  repel  invasion.  Here,  accord- 
ingly, we  see  invasion  coupled 'with  cases  which 
have  no  possible  connexion  with  foreign  or  uq- 
tiooal  warr  This  clause,  then,  is  not  a  restrain- 
iogdaose.  but  one  giving  further  and  other  pow- 
ers than  those  contained  in  the  general  .power  to 
declaxe  and  make  war.  Without  this  power  the 
QovemmeDt  of  the  Union  would  have  na  right 
to  nil  forth  the  militia  of  the  United  States  to 
repel  an  invasion  immediately  oi;i  the  emergency, 
before  war  oould  be  declared ;  whiicfa,  should  Con- 
gress Dot  happen  tp  be  in  's^ssion^  would  reqqire 
a  previous  calt  ot  that  body,  and  a  consequent 
dangerous  delay;  But,  it  is  said,  that  if  the  Gen- 
eral Govern menc  have  a  right  to  send  the  'mili- 
tia whithersoever  the  objects  of  a  war  may 
lead  tbto)  it  wilh  diminish  the  rights  of  the 
States^  and  oppress  the  citizens  of  the  country. 
The  nrst  of  xhese  evils  must  be  unfbundeU  lU 
faet,  for  it  b  to  substitute  |he  peculiar'  force  of 
the  Sutes  for  a  re^lar  standing  army  of  the 
United  States;  which  must,  consequently,  in- 
crease their  security,  and  extend,  not  diminish, 
ibdr  power.  The  olhelr  of  theee  evils  i^  the 
consequence  of  a  power  which  must  rest  some- 
where in  every  Government,  and  which  is  little, 
if  at  all  to  be  feared  in  a  free  one.  The  volun- 
teer miiltia,  then,  proposed  by  the  bill,  can  be 
Qsed  in  the  contemplated  war  for  the  object- in- 
tended ;  they  can  be  sei\t  out  of  the  United  States, 
and,  therefore,  the  amendment  is  unnecessary. 

Mr. C.  &ad  other  objections  to, the  propiosed 
amendment.  It  provides  thai  the  officers  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  and  under  them 
the  volunteers  must  cease  to  be  militia.  But  they 
are  not  to  be  called-  into  service  but  on  a  contin- 
gency; and  are,  in  the  meantime,  to  continue  in 
the  niass  of  the  citizens,  where  they  will  be 
hoQid  to  do  militia  duty ;  yet  this  law  proposes 
to  exempt  tbeod  from  it.  They  are  precisely  like 
the  exceptionable  corps  of  1798,  which  were  then 
loadlf  proclaimed  to  be  unconstituiional ;  nor 
was  this  said  only  in  th^  fervor  of  debate,  and 
tinder  the  influence  of  party  feelings.  But  the 
nme  opinion  has  been  declared  by  a  grave,  and 
learned  JHd^e,,in  the  recesa  of  his  closet,  as  the 
result  of  ommpassioned  deliberation.  In  a  treat- 
ise 00  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  by 
J«dge. TWAer,  contained  in  hb  edition  of  Black- 
Hone's  commentaries,  written  with  learning  and 
ability,  he  has  declared  the  act  of  '98 Jo  be  lincon- 
stitational.  fHere  Mr.  C.  read  an  extract  from 
Tuckd^§  BlficksUmef  in  which  the  Writer  de- 
clares, that  as  these  corps  were  to  be  officered  by 
the  President,  but  not  called  into  service,  **  it 
'  seems  impossible  to  consider  them  in  any  other 
'  light  than  as  a  part  of  the  militia  of  the  States, 
^separated  by  an  unconstitutional  act  of  Con- 
12th  Con.  IstSfiss.— 24 


'  gress  from  the  rest  of  the  militia,  for  the  piir- 
^  pose  of  giving  to  the  President  powers  whic)i 
^  the  Constitution  expressly  denied,  and  an  influ- 
*  ence  the  most  dangerous  that  can  be  conceived 
'  to  the  peace,  liberty,  and  happiness  of  the  Uni- 
'  t?d  States.^] 

But,  putting  the' Constitutional  question  as  (o. 
.mere  actual  power  out  of  view,  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  in  this  case  perhaps  of  no  less  im- 
portance, would  be  essentially  violated.  The 
amendment  proposed  a  force  which  would  be,  in 
everything  but  name,  a  regular  force.  Such 
armies,  ia  any  shape,  were  not  congenial  to  a.free 
Government,  but  this  was  the  most  dangerous 

f possible  sbape  in  whieh  an  army  could  be  estab- 
ished.  When  you  raise  a  regular  army,  do  it  by 
that  name,«ad  .the  danger  of  it  will  be  greatly 
diminished  by  that  reasonable  and  salutary  jeal* 
ousy^  which  it  will  never  Pail  to  excite  ;.bnt  give 
it  tbjs  equivocal  form,  and  you  lull  to  sleep  thia 
be^t  guardian  of  our  Constitntioqal  liberties. 

But,  If  there  be  any  gentleman,  who,  feeling 
the  force  of  these  objections,  is  yet  desirous  at 
relieving  the  Chief  Magistrate  from  the-  embar- 
rassment of  aby  doubt  that  may  exist  of  the  power 
of  the  General  Government  to  use  the  militia  out 
of  the  limits  (>f  the  United  States,  Mr.  C.  would 
say  to  him,  that  he  believed  the  Chief 'Magistrat0 
had  no  difficulty  on  the  subject.  Mr.  C.  had 
been  informed  that  be  had  no  doubt  of  the  power 
of  the  General  Governjment  to  march  the  militia 
without  \he  limits  of  the  United  States.  But, 
whatever  may  be  h4s  opinion,  it  is  not  for  this  ' 
House,  by  a  l^islative  act,  to  declare  his  Consti- 
tutional duties.'  He  must,  and  ought  to  be  left  to 
act  under  that  higli  pesponsibility  which  is  at- 
Uiched  to  his  t)fiE^e.  No  man  m  the  United 
States  understood  tne  Constitution  better,  and 
those  who  thought  as  highly  of  him  as  Mr.  C« 
did,  would  be  assured  he  would  discharge  his  duty 
in  this  particular  with  firmness  and  with  judg- 
ment. Should  it  be  determined  that  this  force 
cannot  be  sent  out  of  the  United  States,  we  may 
not 'be  able  so  soon  to  conquer  Canada,  but  we 
shall  save  the  Constitution* 

Mr.  C.  said,  it  appeared  to  him  very  doubtful 
whether  it  woaid  be  good  policy  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  open  country  of  Catiada,  with  militia 
or  volunteers,  irwe  could  not  proceed  imme- 
diately afterwards  with  a  regular  force  to  the 
attack^f  Cluebec  -,  or,  at  least,  substitute  the  mili- 
tia, wi|h  a  competent  number  of  reffulars  to  keep 
possession  of  the  country.  It  womd  neither  be 
safe  nor  economical  to  perform  this  service  with 
militia.  It.  would  require  a  mat  increase  of 
numbers,  and,  however  brave,  they  would  be  «■- 
fit  for  the  discharge  of  camp  duty ;  they  would 
be  peculiarly  exposed  in  their  quarters  to  surprise 
and  attack,  by  the  active,  rapid,  and  persevering 
enterprise  of  regular,  disciplined;  and  veteran 
troops;  more  would  fall  by  the  diseases  6f  the 
camp  than  by  the  sword,  and  in  every  one  would 
be  lost  some  valuable  member  of  a  family.  Be- 
fore you  enter  Canada^  said  Mr.  C,  yon  ou^ht  to 
have  such  a  number  of  regular  troops  as  will  en- 
able you  to  J^eep  possession  of  the  open  country* 
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These  yoa  roust  increase  till  they  are  sufficiently 
numerous  to  enable  you  to  sit  down  before  due- 
bee.  Until  you  take  Q.uebec,  you  are  not  securely 
in  possession  of  a  foot  of  the  country.'  Of  what 
advantage  would  be  a  precarious  possession  of  the 
open  country  ?  You  do  not  go  to  plunder  it.  but 
to  adopt  the  inhabitants  as  brethren  and  fellow- 
citizens.  The  injury  done  to  the  enemy  will  not 
be  equivalent  to'tne  expense  you  will  incu^.  For 
his  part.  Mr.  C.  said,  while  he  thought  the  right 
of  the  General  Government  to  use  the  iQilitia  for 
the  ffen^ral  purposes  of  war  vitally  important  to 
the  Union,  he  never  wished  to  see'  them  used  in 
offensive  war,  except  in  unexpedted  emergencies;, 
and  then,  if  possible,  in  aid  Cf  regular  troops. 

Mr.  Wbigbt.— Mr;  Chairman.  I  ivril  subjoin  a 
few  remarks  to  throve  so  well  maclebft^  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Chbves  J    Sir, 

*  by  the  Constitution,  section  three,  "  the  President 
shall  take  cafe  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted:'' By  the  seoond  section,  *^  thfe  President 
shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Artdy  and 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of 
the  several  States^  when  called  into  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States."  Thus  we  see  that 
the  President  is,  in  the  same  section,  made  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Army  and  militia.  The 
section  wbicli  has  just  been  0rged  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  authorizes  Congress 
'*  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militik  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions^ and  repel  invasions."  Sir,  when  the  Con- 
vention gave  the  President  the  powec  of  com- 
manding the  Arnvy  and  Navy,  and  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,  they. intended  hfrn  &o  to  com- 
n\and  them,<.as  in  the  best  manner  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  to.  suppress  insurrec- 
tions^ and  repel,  invasions,  ^nd  submitted  to  his 

•  discretion  the  manner  in  which  this  can  be  best 
effected.  Sir,  there  i^  another  section  by  which 
Congress  have  a  power  "to  declare  war."  This 
declaration  sif,  is.  by  an  act  of  Congress,  a  lAw  of 
the  United  States,  Mrhich  ihe^  President  is.tol- 
eraiTly  bound  to  execute.  How,  sir,  I  will  ask,  is 
this  law  to  be  executed?  War  is  the  applying 
the-force  of  the  nation  to  the  annoyance  or  their 
edeiby.  It  has  been  well  defined — '*an  experi- 
ment which  can  do  .the  other  the  most  harod." 
It  is  well  known  that  the  force  contemplated  was 
declared  publicly  to  be  ^for  the  invasion  of  Can- 
ada." There,  then,  can  «be  no  doubt  with  th^ 
President  as  to  the  object  of  the  force,  and  the 
legislative  authority  of  Congress  to  raise  the 
force  and  direct  its  application.  The  question  is, 
how  shall  this  volunteer  corps  be  commissioned? 
It  would  be  violative  of  the  Constitution  to  au- 
thorize the  President  to  commission  the  officers. 
This  patronage  was  thought  dangerous,  and  was 
consequently  vested  in  the  State  governments. 
I  therefore,  for  dayself.  feel  no  difficulty  in  voting 
for  this  volunteer  bill,  which  contemplates  the 
appointment  of  its 'Officers  by  the  State  govern- 
ments; nor  can  I  fbel  a  doubt  that  the  force 
raised  by  this  bill  for  the  express  purpose  of  the 
invasion  of  Canada,  will  not  be  applied  to  that 
object.    I  h»ve  the  utmost  .confidence  in  the 


President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  tbe'Iaws 
will  be  faithfully  executed.  Sir,  I  presume  that 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  any  citizen  can  bind 
himself  a^  a  regular  for  five  years,  and  if  so,  can 
there  be  a  doubt  that  he  can  hltid  himself  as  a 
volunteer  for  one  year.  My  logic  lias  taught  me 
that  every  greater  power  iqcludes  every  lesser, 
and  that  tq  become  a  volunteer  for  one  year  is  as 
positive  a  right  as  tobecdme  a  regular  for  five 
years. 

Mr.  Troup  said,  tt  jwas  evidently  an  object 
with  the  ConvjentioQ  who  -formed  the  Constitu- 
tion to  repress,  as  much  as  possible,  in  the  new 
Government,  the  power  of  making  conquests. 
History  bad  informed  them  that  conquests  bad 
always  been  injurious  to  every  country  which  bad 
engaged  in  mtkins^  them;  they,  therefore,  bf 
their  provisions,  endeavored  <to  repress  this  spirit. 
They  say,  in  so  many  words,  "If  you  will  in- 
dulge in  this  spirit  of  conquest,^ which  has  been 
the  bane  of  every  nation  which  has  indulged  in  it, 
you  shall  carry  it  on  by  an  army',  and  an  army 
only.''  And  why  ?  Because  an  army  could  calf 
be  raised  by  putting  the  country  to  great  expense, 
and  this  was  the  limitation  which  the  CenveDtioa 
thought  proper  to  put  to  the  spirit  of  cenqnest 
A  large  army,  maintained  for  this  purpose,  woold 
be  viewed  with  jealousy  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States; -and  of  this,  the  members. of  the 
Convention  were  welt  aware.  There  was,  oo 
the  face  of  the  Constitution,  Mr.  T.  said,  an  ob- 
vious distinction  made  between  the  Armf  aod 
mjlitia.  Power  is  given  to  Congress  to  raise 
armies.  For  what  purposes?  .For  all  military 
purposes. '  Congress  shall  have  power  to  call  oat 
the  miUtia.  For  what  purposes?  To  suppress 
insurrections,  execute  the  laws,  and  repel  inra- 
sions.  If  it  bad  been  the  de^gn  of  the  ConreD- 
tion  to  have  given  Congress  the  same  power  over 
the  militia  as.  over  the  Army,  would '  they  not 
have  said  so  in  express  terms?  But  ^here  was 
another  good  reason  for  witfaholdhig  this  power 
from  Congress,  The  States  relied  upon  the  mili* 
tia  for  their  protection  against  any  attempt  at 
usurpation  by  the  General  €Kfvernm*ent.  if  gen- 
tlemen will  turn  to  one  of -the  amendments  of  the 
Constitution,  they  will  find  it  declared,  "that  a 
W^H  regnUted  militia  is  necessary  to  the  secuntf 
of  a  free  Slate." 

But  there  is  anefher  wide  distinction  betweeo 
the  Army  and  militia,  from  (he  diflfereot  char- 
acters of  the  persons  who  compose  the  two  bod* 
ies;  What  are  the  militia  ?  They  are  yeomaorj; 
citizens  of  the  country,  called  from,  their  hones 
and  their  families,  in  cases  of  emergency,  for  the 
defence  of  th^ir  country.  Would  it  be  reasooa- 
ble  to  vest  the  ^ow^r  in  Congress  to  carry  these 
men  from'  their  homes  and  their  fainilies,  for  for- 
eign invasion  or  foreign  conqnest?  It  could  not 
have  been  4be  intention  of  the  Convention  that 
these  men  might  be  shipped  off  agaipst  Jamaica 
or  Vera  Cruz — for  if,  by  any  construction  of  the 
Constitution,  the  militia  can  be  sent  one  foot  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  United  States,  they  might 
oe  sent  to  Chili  or  Paraguay. 

If,  then,  tha  militia  cannot  be  sent  oat  of  ih» 
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couDtry,  aod  these  voluDteers  are  militia^  neitbeir 
can  they  be  so  disposed  of.  But  are  tbej^  militia  ? 
He  did  not  know  bow  tbe^r  could  be  distioguisbed 
from  them.  They  ooiy  form  a  part  of  tbe  mili- 
tia, under  tbe  ompers  of  the  respective  States, 
and  they  are  so  to  reinain.  JTbey  are,  tberefore, 
ToluDteer  mijitia,  and  Dotbing  else. 

But  fentlemeD  say,  tbese  Volunteers  can  be 
inarched  out  of  tbe  country  by  their  own  con- 
sent Will  consent  make  any  difierence  ?  Will 
it  iQfJ[e  an  act  of  Government  Gonstitational 
which,  without  it,  would  be  unconstitutional? 
The  G^orernment  of  the  United  States  and  tbese 
Tolooteers  are,  not  the  only  parties  cOAcerned. 
The  people  of  the  United  State;s  were  the  makers 
of  the  Constitution,  and  not  these  individuals  and 
the  Ckneral  Grovernment;  and  the  respective 
States  cannot  surrender  their  militia, ^wbich  they 
have  a  right  to  bold  for  their  own  security. 

But  the  gentleman  from  tbe  State  t>f  Maryland 
(Mr.  Wbigbt)  says,  that  the  militia  may  be 
called  out  by  the  General  Government  to  execute 
tbe  laws;  that  tbe  President  may.be  authorized 
to  take  possession  of  Canacla  by  law,  and  that  tbe 
militia  m^y  be  called  upon  to  execute  this  law. 
This,  he  considered  as  an  utifounded  construc- 
tion of  thje  Constitutional  provision.  It  was 
sorely  never  meaQt  that  tb&  militia  should  be 
called  upon  to  execute  the  laws  without  the 
Union,  but  within  it.  Tbe  law  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman  would  be  a  declaration  of  war,  and 
not  a  law  of  the  Union,  .for  the  execution  of 
which  the  President  has  power  givei>  to  him  to 
call  out  tbe  milii^. 

If  the  militia  can  be  called  out  to  repel  inva^ 
sion,  th<»y  can  be  called  out  to  tbe  seaboard  or 
garrisons,  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  invasion, 
whenever  w€ll^founded  apprehensions  are  enter- 
tained of  siich  an  event ;  and  if  they  go  beyond 
the  territory,  it  would  be  no  lejss  an  act  of  repel- 
ling invasion  than  was  the  first  onset. 

1^  said  Mr.  T.,  thes^  volunteers  are  to  be  or- 
ganized as  regubir  troops,  not  for  five  yeard,  like 
tbe  other  regulais,  but  for  one  year,  then  what- 
ever men  eiiter  the  service  of  the  country,  will  go 
into  tbisooFps;  and  the  armjr  provided  by  law 
to  be  raised,  woqld  npt  be  enlisted. 

Mr.  T.  was  willing  to  authorize  tbe  President 
to  accept  of  the  setvicie  of  fifty  thousand  voiun-* 
teers  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  under  the 
bill  as  it  now  stands,  which  would  lea va  the  Gov- 
ernment at  liberty  to  send  the  regular  troops 
abroad,  if  they  found  it  necessary  to  do  sd. 

Mr.  Rhea. — Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  jnv  sincere 
wish  that  we  could  get  on  with  this  bill  in  some 
mode.  The  only  question  arising  on  this  subiect 
and  ffiving  cause  to  this  debate  i^  by  whom  shall 
the  forces,  contemplated  to  be  raised  by  this  bill, 
be  commissioned  ?  Whether  by  the  respective 
States,  or  by  the  President  of  the  United  States? 
In  makin|f  up  my  opinion  on  this  subject,  I  will 
not  take  into  view  to  what  object  tbe  contem- 
(^ted  force  may  be  directed.  Let  that  be  a  sub- 
ject of  future  consideration.  There  appears  no 
necessity  to  consider  that  question  now.  Let  tbe 
fofc^  be  put  in  the  power  of  the  President,  and 


be  hereafter  employed  as  emergencies  may  re- 
quire. It  is  my  duty  in  all  cases  to  pursue  the 
Constitiition.of  the  United  States;  and,  relatiye 
to  commissions,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  President 
is  authorized  to  commission  officers  of  the  United 
States,  whose  appointments  are  not  thereby  oth- 
erwise provided  Tor,  and  which  shall  be  estab- 
lished by  law.  By  the  Constitution,  is  reserved 
to  the  States,,  respectively,  the  appointm.e;nt  of  the 
oncers  of  the  militia,  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  not  only  to  commission 
the  offic€\rs  of  sQch  militia,  but  also  to  fill  up  va- 
cancies which  may  be  among  the  militia  when 
in  actual  service.. 

It  may  then  be  proper  to  omit,  at  the  present 
moment,  the  futures  direction  of  the  force  -cour 
templated,  and  go  on  with  the  bill  as  soon  as  pcM- 
sible.  Every  gentleman  knows  that  Congress 
have  power  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  mili- 
tia to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  to  suppress 
insurrections,  and  to  repel  invasions ;  and  it  may 
also  be  kiM)wn,  that  the  States  have  to  theinselves 
respectively  reserved  the  power  to  coijimision  the 
officers  of  militia  so  called  out.  The  Constitu- 
tion admits  oaij  two  species  of  forces — a  regular 
force  and  a  militia.  The  President  is  empow- 
ered to  commission,  with  consent  of  the  'Senate^ 
all  officers  of  regular  forces;  but  to  the  States  is 
refierved  exclusively  the-  right  to  commission 
officers  of  the  militia.  *  In  this  case,  then,  it  is  my 
duty  to  vote  in  pursuanee  of  tbe  Constitution,  so 
that  so  far  as  that  will  go,  tbe  sovereignty  of  the 
respective  States  shall  not  be  infringed  nor  im- 
paired. 

Mr.  FisK  could  not  consent  to  raise ^  an^  mili- 
tary force  wiihourt  having  in  view  tbe  object  fpr 
its  employment.  It  was  an  objection  to  toe  laws 
of  1798,  for  this  purpose,  that  they  had  no  defi- 
nite object.  We  must  alwajrs  have  an.  object  in 
view  wh^n  we  propose  to  raise  a  military  force, 
or  our  conduct  would  be  absurd.  We  all  know 
tbe  object  at  present^  and  the  ipquir^  is,  whether 
or  not  the  force  contempUted  by  this  bill  will  be 
efiectual  9    He  believed  it  Would  not 

The  gentleman  from  Creorgia  (Mr.  Tbodp) 
bad  taken  a  Constitutional  view  of  this  subject, 
to  which  he  had  nblhing.  to  add.  With  respect 
to  the  danger  which  some  gentlemen  appearcMl  to 
apprehend  from  placing  these  volunteers  under 
the  President,  it  was  certainly  imaginary  only ; 
for  the  President  has  the  power  of  calling  out  the 
-  wnole  of  the  militia,  of  which  he  is  commander. 
Wh«nre,  then,  is  the  difierence  V  But,^  if  the  ^biU 
remained  as  at  present,  there  would-  be  great  dif- 
ficulty in  'filling  up  vacant  offices.  By  the  laws 
of  several  of  the  States,  the'platooi^  officers  are 
elected  by  the  soldiers;  and  if  anyof  these  officers 
fall  in  Canada,  bow  are  their  places  to  be  sup- 
plied ?  In  the  bill,  as  proposed  to  be  amend^, 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  on  this  score. 

*  It  was  an  easy  matter  to  discriminate  between 
volunteers  and  militia*-  It  is  the  character  of  a 
mjlitiaman  to  remain  at  home,  under  his  officers, 
except  called  upon  jfor<  some  particular  service ; 
but  a  volunteer,  of  his  own  choice,  throws  off  the 
character  of -a  militiaman,  and  assdmea  that  of  a 
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TolaAteer,  to  serve  under,  officers  to  be  appointed 
by  the  President,  and  to  march  wherever  he  is 
commanded.  This  would  ^e  certain  ground, 
clear  of  Constitutfooi^i  objection^  As  to  taking 
away  the  defence  of  the  States,  the  States  are 
not  privileged  to  aby  particular  number  of  mili- 
tia; many  of  our  regulars  are  always  enlisted 
from  militiaitren.  I^  was  riot  likely  that  so  many 
of  the  mijitia  of  any  State  vifould  volunteer  their 
services'  as  to  leave  the  State  destitute  of  suffi- 
cient for  its  own  defence. 

Mr.  Olat  (the  Speaker)  observied,  that  be  had 
stated  to  the  OomiQittee  of  the  Whole^  on  A  for-^ 
mer  occasion,  that  he  was  In  favor  of  an  exertion 
of  the  national  energie^in  evehy  form,  in  prose- 
cution of  the  war  in  which  we 'are  about  to  en- 
l^age.  He  was  cons^quemly  in  favor  of  author- 
izing the  President  to  accept  of  the  service  of  a 
volunteer  corps*  The  difference  of  opinion  -on 
tbts  subject  arises  from  the  structure  of  this  foroe, 
or  rather  as-  to  the  manner  of  commissioning  it^ 
officers.  > 

Mr.  C.  act:nowledged  he  had  not  fully  in vestf<r 
gated  the  subject;  but  hi»  present  impressions 
were,  that,  in  cases  Of  emergency,  tbe  nation  is  at 
liberty  to  use  the  best  security  of  the  people, 
whether  in  the  form  of  ordinary  militia  or  volun- 
teers. In  ^ny  manner  tha\  may  appear  best  calcu- 
lated to  preserve  tbe  public  interest.  Be  did  not 
think  full  justice  had  been  done  to  the  able  view 
taken  of  this  subject  by-  his  ratelligent  friend 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  CHEvga.)  The  power 
of  declaring  war,  of  making  war,  would  seem  to 
carry  with  it  all  the  attributes  of  making  war. 

The  ffentleman  from  Georgia,  f  Mr.  Taotrp,)  to 
whom  he  always  jistened  with  pleasure,  objected 
to  the  power  contended  for,  because  it  might  pos- 
sibly be  abused  hf  sendinr  the  militra  to'a  distant 
foreign  country.    What  ibe  Government  had  the 

Sower  to  do,  and  what  might  be  deemed  ezpe- 
lerit,  were  very  different. 
What  is  the  argument t  The  militia  cannot 
be  ^ent  out  of  the  United  States,  because  ther^  i» 
DO  power  given  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Gen^ 
eral  Gk>vernm€\it  for  this  purpose.  Will  gentle- 
men give  a  satisfactory^  answer  to  this  question  ? 
Tbe  ConstUutio.n  declares  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  rjiise  armies  and  navies;  but  there  is  no 
power  given  to  the  Government  to  serid  them 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States; 
yet  no  one  will  say  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  framers  of  tb«  Constitution  to  restrict  the 
Governmc^Bt  in  the  use  of  the  Army  knd  Navy. 
Whence;  then,  is  tbe  power  derived  but  from  th€ 
general  power  of  making  war,  and,  of  course, 
effibctire  war?  And;  if  the  general  power  of 
making  war  gives  to  Gk>v6rnment  the  right  of 
ushiir  the  Army  atid  Navy  without  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  Why  may  not  the  same  gen-- 
eral  power  give  the  same  authority  with  respect 
to  the  militia  ?  He  desired  those  gentlemen  who 
contend  that  th6  militia  cannot  be  «ent  out  of  the 
United  States,  to  answer  this  question. 

But  gentlemen  say,  that  the  Governinent  has 
nm  power  to  senH  the  militia  out  of  the  United 
States,  b^oMwe  the  ConMitotiott  define  the  pur* 


poses  for  which  aloti  they  shall  be  u^ed,  viz:  "to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sUj^press  insur* 
rections,  and  repel  invasions." 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  two  clauses  intthe  Constitution 
already  noticed,  but  .j[iot  foi*  the  same  purpose. 
Congress  is  *^  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming, 
and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  governing 
spch  part  of  them  as  may  be  einplpyed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Statesi*^  What  scriicel 
For  repelling  invasion  ?  Does  not  "  the  service 
of  the  United  States'*  mean  any  service  tb  which 
that  particular  force  is  applicable?  If  not,  the 
language  would  have  beeh,  "  as  may  ^e  employed 
in  executing  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppressing 
insurrections, 'and  repelling  invasions." 

Again,  the  Constitution  says :  "  The  President 
shall  be  Coalman der-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United  Stales,  and  of  th?  militia  of 
the  several  States,  when'  called  into  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  ,  States,"  What  service? 
The  service  Is  spoken  of  generally,  and  meaQs^ 
no  doubt,  any  service  to  which  physical  force  is 
applicable.  If  intended  only  to  apply  to  the 
three,  cases  above  specified,  why  were^they  not 
enumerated;  instead  of  speaking  of  the  service 
generally? 

In  one  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
it  is  declared,  "That  a  well-regulated  joailitia  is 
necesshry  to  the  8e<;urity  of  a  free  State."  Bat 
if  you  limit  the  use  of  the  militia  to  execudog 
tbe  laws,  suppressing  insurrections,  and  repeHiog 
invasions;  if  you  deny  theUs^e  of  the  militia  to 
make  war,  can  you  say  that  they  are  ^the  secu- 
rity of  a  Statd?"    Etrthought  not. 

Gentlemen  ask^  will  you  carry  the  militia  out 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
foreign  conquebt^  T(i9tt  is  not  the  purpose  for 
winch  this  volunteer  force  is  wanted.  They  are 
waated  in  a  war  of  defence.  In  making  the  war 
effeptive,  conquest  may  become  necessary;  bat 
this  does  not  change  the  character  of  the  war; 
there  may  be  no  other  way  of  operating  upon 
our  enemjr  but  bjr  taking  possession  of  her  prov- 
inces^ which  «djqin  us«    '       ^ 

The  single  difference  between  (be  twobilb  is, 
who  shall  nave  the  power  of.  making  the  officers. 
The  proposition  for  vesting  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing the  officers  hi  the  President,  considering 
the  volunteers  as  militia,  is  unconstitutionftl,  as 
the  iiower*  is  vested  in  the  several  States,  Bot 
|;entlemen  say,  call  the  force  what  you  will;  call 
tt  a  militia  fbrce,  or  a  regular  force ;  let  the  M- 
,  cers  be  appKMnted  by  the  respective  States  or  tbe 
President,  it  matters  but  littre.  No  man,  Mr.  0. 
said,  had  a  higher  opinion  of  the  etalted  virtues 
and  etninent  patriotism  of  the  President  than 
he  had.  But  we  ought  to  be  cautious  in  setting 
precedents ;  bad  precedents  are  always  itoposed 
in  good  times.  Though  the  power  might  not  be 
abused  at  present,  it  might  hereafter  be  made  use 
of  for  the  worst  purposes.  He  should  have  nb 
fear  from  plaf;ing  one  hundred  thousand  men 
under  the  present  Executive  of  the  United  States; 
but,  as  our  Constitution  declares  that  ^*a  well- 
regulatad'  aniiitia  is  the  Jbht  acourhy  of  a  fi«e 
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State,"  he  Aould  choose  rather  to  leave  the  ap- 
poiDtment  of  the  officers  of  these  volunteers  id 
the  Stated  respectiyely.  ,       .  .    , 

The  difficulty  wbicJi  the  geDtleman  from  Ver* 
BOQt  had  suggested,  as  to  the  appointment  of 
officers  to  fill  the  places  «f  such  as  may' become 
vacant,  might  be  provided  for  by*  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  that  he  rose  to  exj>ress  his 
astoDishmeot  at  some  of  the  doctrines  which  have 
just  been  advanced  on  this  flpbr,  and  particularly 
by  the  gentleman  fronii  South  Garolinjn,  (Mr. 
CflEVfisO  doctrines,  to  him,  not  less  strange  than 
novel.  That  he  could  not  but  feel  alarmed  when 
be  heard  it  declared  that  the  President  of  the 
Uoited  States,  under  the  sanction  .of  ^  law  of 
Coogress,  has  the  power. ;to  send  the  militia  of 
the  several  States  beyond  the  ^oiits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  p4)rposes.of  ofien&ive  war;  and 
that  alarm  was  increased  when  the.  same,  gentle- 
.  Bian  iiad  not  only  said,  that  this  was  his  owa 
opiaion,  but  bad  also  declared  to  the  Hoii^e,  that 
he  understood  that  this  was  the  opinion  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  Had  the  gentle- 
man reflected  for  a  moment,,  it  is  presumed  he 
never  would  have  mentioned  in  debate,  that  such 
was  the  opinion  of  the  President,  on  tiiis,or  ftny 
other  subject  before  the  House,  as,  accofdinglo 
the  Jknown  rules  of  jorder,  we  are.  not  to  be  ih- 
form^  qf.lbe  opinions  or  wishes  of /the  .President 
of  the  United  States,  except  by. iiis  official  com- 
jnonications.  ' 

Bat,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  or  any  other  person,  on  this  subject.  I 
cinnot  refrain  ttom  expressing  my  most  unquali- 
fied dissent  from  such  a  construction  .of  the  Coa*. 
stitution.  The  power  of  the  General  Qovern- 
meat  over  the  militia  of  the  several  States  is 
clearly  and  precisely  defined  in  the  Constitution 
itself.  Thus:  Section  8— "Congress' shall  have 
power  to  protide  for  calling  forth  the  militia,  to 
execute  tke  laws  of  the  Union,  to  suppress  insur- 
lectiops.  and  to  repel  invasions.*' 

The  Oanvention  had  juany  difficultly  to  en- 
counter in '  th^  formation  of  the  Constitution. 
Thirteen  distinct  and  independent  States^or  sov- 
ereignties, by.  their  delegates,  had.  met  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  taaore  perfect  UoicAi,  and  of 
^ing  up  a  part,  of  their  State  rights,  and  a  por>- 
tioa  of  their  sovereignty,  to  the  General  Qovern- 
nent.  It  cannot,'for  amomcpt.  be  supposed,  that 
when  they  were  granting  to  ^nis  General  .6ov- 
eminent  extensive  and  important  powtts,  they 
should  be  inattentive  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
power  with  which  they  should  invest  the  Gov- 
ernment over  their  militia.  They  woitld  leave 
nothing  for  construction  on  the  subject.  They, 
therefore,  agreed,  that  in  three  cases,  and  in  three 
cases  only,  Coiigress  should  bavie  any  power  or 
control  pVer  the  nalilitia  of  the  States : 

1st.  To  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union. 

2d.  To  suppress  insurrections. 
.    3d.  To  repel  invasions. 

The  reasons  for  vesting  the  United  States  with 
power  over  the  militia,  to  this  extent,  were  ob- 
vious. It  was  important  that  the  General  Gov^ 
-cmmefit  should  havo  the  power  of  executiiig 


its  ow£  laws — this  js  anesJBential  requbite  in 
every  Government — ^it  was  proper,  therefore,  that 
Congress  should  be  authorized '  to^  call  forth  the 
militia  in  aid  of  the^  civil  power  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union. '  It'  was  equally  important, 
also,  that  the  United  States  should  have  the 
power  of  preseryinff  peace  and  tranquillity  within 
their  limits,  and  ^f  securing  themselves  against 
domestic  enemies.  Very  wisely,  therefore,  were 
Congress  empowered  to  call  forth  the  militia,  or 
the  whole  force  of  the  country,  for  the  pur|)ope 
of  suppressing  insurrections.  And,  sir,  the  United 
States  might  require  the  aid  of  the  militia,  not 
only  to  execute  their  laws  and  to* secure  them- 
selves against  domestic  faction,  but  also  for  the 
purpose^of  defence  against  an  invading  foreiga 
enemy*  In  this  last  ca^e,  therefore,  Gon^^ress  are 
e)|ually  authorized  to  call  upon  the.  militia  for 
assistance. 

The  people  of  the  several  Stat^  hav9  thuq, 
sir,  clearly  defined  the  objects  and  purpbses  for 
which  we  can  call  forth  the  militia:  aikd  lest,  by 
implication,  Congress  might, 'at  some  time,  en- 
croach upon  the  rights  of  the  people  or  of  the 
States,  it  is  provided  by  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  as  follows:  "  The  powera  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States  by  tne  Constitutipo, 
nor  prohibitea  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people." 

It  will  be  observed;  that  Congreas  have  ppwer 
"(0  provide  for  calling  forth. the  militja,^'  &c. 
In  pursuance  of  this  authority,  acts  were  paasad 
id  1792  and  17^5.  The  tide  of  the  last  ficiis  in 
the  very  words  o/  the  Gonstkutio&:<  ''An  act  to 
provide  for  eallin|r  forth  the  militia,  to  execate 
the  laws  of  the  tJnioiij  auf^resa  inaorreoUoAS, 
and  repel  invasions^"  * .      ^ 

By  tnis  act  provision  is  made,  "  that  wbuaflaTer 
'  the  United  States  shall  be  invaded,  or  be  in  im- 
*  mipent  danger  of  invasion,  from  any  foreion 
^  nation  or  ladian  tribe,  iti^sbail  be' lawful  ibr  the 
<  President , of  the  Uoited  States  to  eall  forth 
'•such  number  of  the  militia  of  the  State  or  Stales 
'  most  copyenient  to  the*  place  of  danger^  or  sceae 
'  of  action, ias  he  lAay  judge  necessary,  to  repel 
'  such  invasion,  and  to  issue  his  Orders."  d^. 

By  the.  same  act,  the  Preaident  U  also  author- 
ized to  call  forth  the  militia,  to  suppress  inaurree- 
tionsi  and  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  ynion. , 
.  Neither  the  framers.  of  the  .Constitutioo,  Bor 
the  statesmen' who  passed  this  law,  haveerver^a* 
tertained  the  idea  that  Congress  ha^'  the  power 
to  employ  the  militia  of  the  States  in  foreign 
conquest;, that  no  sud^  power  was  ever  granted 
to  the  United  States,  I  have  been  taught  to  be- 
lieve ever  ^inoe  J  have  had  any  kobowledge  of  the 
Constitution  or  its  principles  j  and  certain  lam, 
that  such  an  idea  has  nevar,  until  this  day,,  been 
advanced  on  this  floor. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman^  it  is  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina; if  I  rightly  Qndeiatood  him» 
that  this  provision  of  the  Constitution  refers  acde- 
ly  to  a  state  of  peace ;  that  a  new  state  of  things 
arises  frooft  the  moioent  that  Congress  deoiares 
wkt ;  that,  after  «  declaration  of  war,  which  is 
one  of  the  bigheat  aete -of  national  aovwrngiily,  it 
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foUows  that  The  United  States  have  the  power  to 
dispose  of  the  persons  and  property  of  the  whole 
eoaotry  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  that  war ; 
and  that,  if  it  should  be  an  offensive^  war,  they 
hare  power  to  march  the  militia  out  of  the  Lidiits 
of  the  Ubited  States  for  the  purpo$e  of  foreign 
conquest.  The  arguments  of  the  i^entleman  are 
ingenious,  bat  destitute  of  any  solid  foundattion. 
Congress,  it  is  true,  have  th^  power  ^o  declare 
war;  but  where,  let  me  ask,  is  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  which^says  that  the  power  of  Con- 
gress over  the  militia,  is  greater  or  more  extensive 
m  time  of  it^t  than  in  time  of  peace?  I(  can- 
BOt  ^  pretended  that  There  is  ^press  provisioii 
to  this  effect.  It  can  arise,  then,  only  by  impli- 
cation. It  is  a'  new  and  strange  mode  of  con- 
•tniing  this  instrument  to  say,  that  where  special 
and  Umited  powers  ^re  given  on  anv  subject,  that 
these  powers  may  be  extended  or  enlarged,  merely 
by  the  ex^ccise  of  other  powers  given  by  the 
same  instrument.  I  cannot,  sir,  for  a  moment, 
admit  the  position,  that,  in  consequence  of  a  dec^ 
laration  of  war,  Congr^s  have  the  power  of  dis- 
posing of  the  persons  and  property  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  extent  contended  for.  To  enable  the 
United  States  to  carry  on  a  war,  Congress  are 
authorized  "to  raise  and  si^pport  armies';"^ to 
provide  and  maintain  a  Navjr."  These  are  the 
instruments  by  which  the  United  States  are  ena- 
bled to  carry  on  a  war,  either  offensive  or  defe'n- 
aive.  And  when  the  territory  of.  the  United 
States  shall  be  invaded  by  a  foreign  nation,  in 
addition  to  these,  the  militia  cai^  be  called  upon 
to  take  a  part  in  thii  defensive^war,  to  repel  such 
invasion.  The  power,  sir,  which  the  States  have 
retained  over  their  mrliti^  is  the  surest,  nay  the 
only  effectual,  safeguard  of  their  rights,  against 
the -encroach meats  of  the  General  Qovernraent. 
If  Congress,  in  cons^uence  of  ft  mere  declara-^ 
tion  of  war,  bave  the  power  to  order  the  militia 
of  the  States  out  ofLthe  ifmiti  of  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  of  foreign  conquests,  the 
State  governments  mav  not  x)nly  be  weakened, 
but  they  may  be  annihilated.  If  they  can  be 
ordered  to  Canada,  they  can  be  ordered  to  Ja- 
maica^ to  the  East  Indies,  to  China,  to  Japan. 
And  in  this  way  a  State  may  at  onc^  be  deprived 
of  all  its  effective  forc«.  But,  sir,  let  us  attend  to 
the  consequences  of  this  new  con^ruction  given 
to  the  Constitution  in  another  point  of  view.  So 
jealous  were  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  power  conferred  upon  Congress' to  raiso  and 
anpiwrt  armies,  that  they  thought  it  necessary  to 
place  a  check  upon  the  exercise  of  this  power,  by 
providing  ^  that  no  appropriation  of  money  to 
that  use  should  be  for  a  longer  term  than  two 
years." 

If  the  doctrine  now  contended  fbr  is  to  prevail, 
what  check  is  there  agai net  the. appropriation  of 
aaouey  to  support  the  militia  in  service  for  as 
long  a  time  as  Congress  may  think  proper?  It 
is  only  to  declare  war ;  it  is  only  for  us  to  create 
tbe  neceesity  for' calling  forth  the  militia,  and 
then,  sir,  we  <^may 'Call  •  them  forth  to  effect  the 
objects  of  that  war,  whatever  they  may  be,  for  as 
long  a  tiffie  as  #t  may  judge  neceasary  ^  and  we 


mav  also  appropriate  money  for  their  support,  for 
as  long  a  term  as  we  think  proper.  And  here, 
sir,, permit  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  this,  important  distinction  between  the  pur- 
poses for  calling  forth  the  militia,  provided  in  the 
ConMitution,  and  that  which,  by  this  new  con- 
struction, we  are  called  upon  to  make.  By  the 
Constitution  we  are  not  empowered  to  tall  them 
forth  in  consequence  of  any  act  of  our  own,  hot 
in  consequence  of  the  acts  of  others.  When  the 
laws  of  the  Union  are  violated  ;  w()en  domestic 
enemies  are  arrayed  againk  th%  General  Govern- 
ment, and  when  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
is  invaded  by  a  foreign  nation,  we  theA  call  the  , 
militia  to  9u^  aid. 

But,  sir,  the  Constitution,  sa^s  to  us,  when  yoa 
yourselves,  by  your  own  acts,  by  a  declaration  of 
war,  or  in  any^vay,  undertalce  to  create  the  par- 
pose  or  necessity  for  calling^  them  forth,  yon  shall 
not  have  the  power  to  do  it  5  or,  in  other  words, 
3rou  shall  not  have  the  power  to  employ  the  mili- 
tia in  foreign  conquests.  Sir,  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  with  whom  rests  the  power  of  peace  and 
war,  cannot  send  the  militia  out  of  the  Kingdom. 
A  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Wright)  says 
that  he  is  restrained  by  an  act  of  Parliameat. 
Agreed,  sir;  he  is  restrained  from  doing  it  bjra 
sUtjerior  power,  by  the  power  of  the  Parliament 
wnich,  in  thi^'  rNjpect,  is  superior  to  \m^  fn  thn 
country,  sir,  the  Constitution,  which  is  the  act  of 
the  people,  restrains  us  from  doing  the  same 
thing.  . 

I  ask,'  sir,  to  address  you,  merely  for  the  pUN 
pose  of  entering  my  protest  against  the  principles 
and  doctrines  this  day  advanced  bv  the  gentft- 
m an  from  South  Carolina;  a  gentleman  whose 
talehts  I  respect,  and  w)iOse  opinions  are  entitled 
to  no  small  share  of  weight  in-thi^  Hooste  and 
elsewhere*.  The  remarks  I  Jiave  made  flowed 
from  the  impulse  of  the  moment,  and  were  made 
without  premeditation  and  without  method,  and 
I, have  been  led,  from  the  nature  of  the  subject, 
to  proceed  further  than  I  had  intended.- 

WheYi  we  are,  as  many  gentlemen  haveofiea 
said,  during  the  present  session,  on  the  eve  of  a 
war^  the  avowed  object  of  which  is  to  take  po«- 
ses&ion  of  Canadii,  I  could  not  but  f^l  alarmed, 
that  such  sentiments  were  entertained,  not  onlf 
by  the  gentleman'  from  South  Carolina,  but,  as 
be  ^informs  -us,  by'  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  whom  the  Cdnstilutionhas  committed 
the  power  of  carrying  on  the  war.  Indeed,  sir, 
my  mind  recoils  at  the  idea,  that  my  constituents, 
living,  as  they  do,  alon]?  an  -eitensive  ^eacoast, 
with  th^ir  towns  and  villages  exposed  to  the  raf- 
ages  of  the  first  invader,  might  soon  be  liable  to 
be  called  upon  to  leave  .their  families  and  their 
firesides,  and  to  risk  their  lives  under  the  walls  of 
Quebec.  I  could  not,  sir,  refrain  from  expressing: 
my  opinion,  that,  by  the  Constitution,  they  coald 
not  tnus  be  compelled,  to  march  into  a  foreign 
country  without  their  consent.  But,  sir,  wbat- 
ev^  itcts  we  inay  pass  on  this  subject,  we  cannot 
alter  the  Constitution;  the  people  of  the  United 
States  will  jndge  whether  they  are  in  conformity 
with  the  powers  which  are  dmgated  to  as  or  nor;. 
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aod  a  collision  may  ensoe^  which  would  be  fatal 
to  the  best  interests  of  this  country. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Committee  rise 
tod  bare  leavA  to  sit^again;    L0st^-52  to  39. 

Mr.  Nblson  rose,  and  made  some  prefatory' 
remarks^  and/ proceeded  to  gire  his  reasons  in 
iavor  of  the  b^I  before  the  Committee,  and  also 
against  any  constructions  of  the  Oonsthutton  by 
impHcarioa — when,  a  uotion  b^ing  again  made 
for  the  Committee  to  rise,,  it  was  carried,  and  the 
HoQse^adjourned. 

MoNDAt,  January  li. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  presented  a  petition  of  John  Bio- 
ren,  W.  J.  Duane,  and  R.  C,  W^ightman,  pray  • 
iog  the  patronage  and  aid  of  Congress;  in  printing 
a  new  and  complete  edition  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States. — Referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  MiLNOR,  Mr.  Chbves,  and  Mr.  Grundt, 
were  appointed  the  comoditiee. ' 

The  Spbakbr  Iah4,  before  the  House  a  letter 
covering  a  protest  by  James  Dill  and  Peter  Jpnes^ 
two  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Represent 
tati?es  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  against  the  me^ 
morial  of  that  body  praying  Congness  to  admit 
the  said  Territory  into  the  Union  as,  a  State,  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States* — Refer- 
red to  the^ommitiee  to  whom  the  said  memorial 
has  been  referred.  - 

The  Sfbakbr  also  laid,  before  tha House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  iranamit- 
tiog  a  statement  of  public  moneys  ftow  deposited, 
m  panks,  and  in  what  banks,  deposited,  and  show- 
iBg^e  greatest  amount. in,  each  bank,  at  any  pe- 
riod, since  tbe  fourth  of  March  la^t ;  and,  also,  the 
lOKNiQt  deposited  in  each  bank,  on  the  ^irtieth 
of  8eptem»er  Usl.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WiLCiiAM8;fpom  the  Committee  on  th^  Mil- 
itary Establishment,  to  whom. 'was  referred  the 
biilfrona  tlM  Senate,  '*for  the  establtshmeni  of  a 
^rtermaster's  department,^' fepor^ed  the  same 
with  amendments;  which  were  read,  and^  together 
with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole' to^morroi^. . 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Sbtbcbt, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  vof  State  be  di- 
reetpd  to  lafy  before  this  House  a  list  of  the  names 
of  persons  who  hav«  iayepted'any  new  or  useful 
irt,  machine,  maaufacture,x>r  coin  position  of  mat- 
ter, or  any  improvement  thereon,  and  to  whom 
patents  have  issaed  for  the  same  from,  that  of- 
fice^ sobsi^uent  to  Che  twenty-eighth  day  of  De- 
cember* one  thotTsand  ei^hr  hundred  and  ten,  with 
the  datbs  and  general  objects  of  such  patents ;  and 
also  that  the  Secreury  of  State  be  directed  to  lay 
ui  annual  report  before  this  House,  embracing  the 
ahove  objects. 

On  motion  of  Mn  Pitkin,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  iCany,  what 
alterations  are  necessary  to  be  made^n  the  act  or 
tets'^cdncerhing  Consals  and. Vice  Consols;" 
irith  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  dtherwise. 

Mr.  PiTKiif ,  Mr.  Brecbibjihidob,  and  Mr.  MtT- 
CBiLi^  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jbunihob, 


Resolved,  Tb^t  the  Committee  on  the  PqWe 
Lands  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  vesting  in  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, such  portion  of  the  township  of  land  lying 
in  the  District  of  Vincennes,  whidh  was  located 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  use  of  a 
Seminary  of  Learning,  as  may  be  considered  suf* 
ffcient  for  the  establishment  of  a  S^t  of  Justice, 
iti  a  contemplated  new  county,  in  the  said  Terri- 
tory, by  it  division  of  the  oounty  of  Knox. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

Mr.  Little  called  up  his  resolution  respecting 
eaptuves  ii^de  by  Great  Britain  of  American  ves- 
sels  and  (Property  ;  but  an  amendment  being  mov- 
^  to  add  ^'  and  any  other  Qovernment,"  some  de- 
bate ensued,  which  was  interrupted  by 

Mr.  Porter,  who  said,  though  the  information 
which  this  resolution  called  for  was  desirable,  he 
thought  a  discussion  upon  it  ooghtnot  to  prevent 
a  progress  with  more  important  public  business, 
Hehoped^  therefoi^e,  the  resolution  would  be  suf« 
fered  to  'he-  upon  the  table  for  the  present;  and 
tHfit  the  House  would  take  up  the  bill; authorizing 
the  President  to  accept  of  a  volunteer  corps. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  House  accord* 
ibffly  resolved  itself  into  a  Connnittee  of  (ha 
Whole  on  said  bill. 

Mr.  Nelson  rose  and  observed  that  he  had 
Caught  so  violent  a  cold  since  Saturday,  that  he 
feared  he  should  not  be  able  to  make  himself 
heard ;  and  then  proceeded  for  a  few  minutes  with 
his  remarksL  buf  his  hoarseness  was  so  great  that 
he  wa)i  unable  to  proceed. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  5aid,  that  an  opmion  had  been  ad* 
vanced  and  maintained  in  the  debate  upon  thtf 
bill  on  Saturday  last,  by  an  honorable,  gentleman 
from  South  CaVolina,  (Mr.  Chbveb,)  of  so  novel 
and  extraordinary  a  nature^that  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  oppose  i<;  thathe  entered  upon  thlis  doty  reluc- 
tantly and  unexpectedly,  having  hoped  that  dur- 
ing the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentletkian  from 
Virginia.  (Mr.  NIblson,)  he  would  have  been  eoA- 
bled  further  to  arrange  his  ideas,  or  (what  was  to 
him  still  more  desirable)  have  been  prevented,  by 
the  lucid  exposition  of  that  gentleman,  whose 
views  on  this  subject  Mr.  M.  understood  to  be 
congenial  with  his  own,  from  at  aH  troubling  the 
Committee.  The  indisposition  which  prevented 
Mr.  Nelson  from  proceeding,  and  which  was 
much  to  be  regretted,  rendered  it  necessary  that 
some  other  member  should '  take  his  place  upon 
the  fl6or ;  which  Mr.  M.  said  he  had  ventured  to 
do,,  although  unprepared,  and  laboring  under  the 
disadvantage  of^  haying  been  unavoidably  pre- 
vented from  hearing  a  pai*!  of  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  froip  South  Carolina.  The  opinion 
advanced  by  that  gentleman  was,  that  the  iPresi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  had  a  right  to  order  the 
iqilitis  of  the  United  States  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  nation,  for  the  purpose  of  foreign  offensive  hos- 
tilities. Had  this  singular  sentiment  been  thrown 
out  as  a  mere  casual  suggestion  in  the  course  of 
an  animated'  debate,  or  proceeded* from  the  Wild 
and  heated  declamation  of  some  of  the  actors  on 
this  floor,  I  Would  not,  said  Mr.  M.,  have  been  at 
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all  surprised.  Btit,  sir,  I  am  ftiarmed  by-  the  re«' 
spectability  of  the  source  from  which  this  dan- 
gerous principle  comes.  It  is  given  to  us  as  the 
deliberate  result  of  the  reasonings  of  the  cuhirated 
and  philosophical  mind  of  a  gentleman  rankio^ 
high  in  the.  general  estimation  of  his  fellow  mem- 
bers for  political  knowledge  and  personal  integ- 
rity. It  is  propounded  to  usWith  great  solemnity 
of  language  and  of  manner,  and  it  is  said  to  'be 
supported  by  the' sanction  of  Executive  opinion. 
The  President  of  the  United  States,  we  are  told, 
feels  no  difficulty  6n  the  subject.    > 

Mr.  Cbetes  said,  that  his  allusion  to  the  opin- 
ion t>f  the  President  was  not  from  fmy  personal 
eoiHrersation  with  f^at  gentleman  ;  that  it  had 
been  mentioned  to  him  on  the  floor,  and  he  merely 
gave  it  as  he.  would  that  of  an^  other  gentleman 
well  able  to  construe  the  Cdnstitution. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  proceeded.— Putting  out  of  the  scale 
the  weisht  of  Presidential  authority,  that  of  the 
bonoraMe  gentleman  hin^selfj  on  a  Constitutional 
^estion,  is  sufficient  to  indtic^  an  attentive  exam- 
ination of  its  soundness  and  propriety;  It  hdd 
been  intiipated  by  an, honorable  member  from 
Kentucky.  (Mr.  Jobnson,)  that  this  discussion 
was  IrreleVant  to  the  subject  before  the  Commit- 
tee. The  suggestion  was  not  very  complimen^> 
ary  to  the  member  by  whom  the  subject  was  intro- 
duced. But,  said  Mr.'M.,  I  consider  i|  alMmpor- 
tant  that  the  President,  if  this  bill  passes,  should 
be  under'no  mistake  as  to  the  views  of  this  House, 
with  respect  to  the  employment  of  the  forces 
placed  under  his  direction,  and  especially  of  that 
part  of  them  which  consists  of. militia.  I  am, for 
one,  not  willing  to  confide  wholly  to  the  Presi- 
dent t-he  decision  of  this  important  4)ue$tion.  I 
am  not  apt^  Mr.  Chairman,  to  sound  alarms,  but 
I  have  always  thought  there  wWs  great  safety  in 
constantly  watching  for  the  preservation  of  the 
great  charter  of  our  liberties,  and  in  maintaining 
aa  extreme. sensibility  to  the  slightest  proposed 
.  infraction  of  its  valuable  provisions.  The  .gen- 
tleman frpin  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nbls&n,)  ia  hb  pref- 
atory remarks,  noticed  the  variety  of  opinion  which 
has  been  entertained,  as  to  the  mode  of  oonstMi- 
iBg  the '  provisions  of  the  jCronstitutipn,  imptttrng 
to  the  Federalists  a  disposition  to  favor  aa  en- 
larged coostructioB,  with  a  view  to  the  incrtase 
of  the  powers  of  the  Greneral  Gbveniment,  and 
the  contrary  inclination  to  the  part^  with  which 
be  generally  adts.  There  are,  cei^tainly,  extremes 
upon  this  as  upon  every  othei'  subject.  It  was 
manifested  ia  the  debate  on  the  l^uestion  oT>grant- 
ing  a  charter  to  the..Ban1t  of  the  United  States, 
where  Congress  refused  to  exerci^  a  power,  in 
my  opinion,  necessary  for  carrying  into  effect  those 
expressly  delegated.  There  may  have  been  too 
'  much  liberality  of  construction,  on  the  other  hand, 
aotoetimes  applied.  The  true  medium  lies  in  not 
.  granting  to  the  Government  any^  powers  but  those 
•  expressly-  detailed  in  the  Constitution,  or  unar 
Toidably  incident,  and,  in  the  language  of  the  in- 
strument itself,  ^^neeessary  and  proper  for  carry* 
'  idg  into  execution  the  powers  vested,  by  it  in  the 
^  Qovernment  of  the  United  States^  or  in  sgme 
^  departiant  or  officer  thereof.^'    This  ia  the  prin* 


ciple  bf  which  my  eoaetruetioo  will  be  ffmM. 
The  power  of  8endin|^  the  militia  of  the  Uailed 
States  beyond  their  limits,  results,  we  are  told, 
from  the  sovereigotv  of  the  nation  resting  in  the 
hadds  of  the  Cleneral  Qoverhment.    And  my-hga- 
orable  friend  from  South  Carolina  has  indulged  os 
with  a  definition  of  ifovb'e^gitty.*  ^4t  is  the  right  of 
•disposioir  of  the  persons  .and  propertv  of  the  peo- 
ple.^'   Sir,  I  deny,  that  under  tfaia  ^nnition  of  the 
term  sovereignty,  it  can,  with  any,  correciaess,  be 
applied  to  the  General  Gfovernment.    The  mffle 
and  texture  of  this  Government  are  different  from 
those  of  all  other  nation^. .  The  sovereignty  rests 
here  with  the  American  people.    If  the  doctrine 
of  the  popular  political  writers,  of  Great  Briuin 
be  true,  that,  even  iherej  circumstances  maf  oceor 
rto  authorize  the  resumption  of  sovereignty  by  the 
people,  it'is  still  more  clear,  that,  in  this  happy 
country, the  people  have  never  parted  with  it; 
but,  having  merely  granted  to  their  Government 
certain  restricted  powers,  the  remaining  portion 
stfU  rests  with  thimselv^ '  Th«  powers  referred 
to  are  limited  and  res^ri^ed,  both  with  respect  to 
their  operation  on  the  pebple  and  upon  the  gor- 
ernments  of  the  particular  States ;  and  the  peca- 
liarity  of  the  provisioils  of  the  Coi^stitution  im- 
parting these  powers,  as  well  as  the  known  jealousy 
as  to  their  extent,  which  exbted  at  the  tinv  of 
its  adoption,  deaHV  prove  that  the  Confention 
never  mtenrfe.d  to  bestoW,  by  implieatioa,  ooon 
the  General  Gover&Qnent,  powers  greater  thin 
those  expressly  given.    In  reference  to  the  enor- 
mous one  saj^gested  by  the  gentleman  fnoro  Sooth 
CaroUnh,  It  is  too  tiiucht^to  suppose  that  thatiwise 
and  piitriotiC  body  intended 'cevisrtly  ttr  gtre  an 
implied  pow^,  which,  if  only  done,  would  have 
hazaxded  the  adoption  of  their  great  work  by  the 
several  States  of  the^nron.    Sir,  I-ean  scarcelf 
think  that  the  Federalists,  who  exerted  themstlres 
at  that  time  of  day  in  its  favor,  would  have  done 
sot,  had  they  believed  it  to  iaoiude  in  its  grant  of 
powers  -the  daofferous  one  contended  for  bf  the 
honorable  'meAiber  from  Sotuh  Carolina,   vo  I 
improperly  term  it  a  dangtrmit  power?'  Is  it  too 
strong  a  term  for  a  prerogaU>e  supposed  to  be 
vesied  in  the  President  of  sending  the  freeoMi  of 
this  country->ra8  it  was  correctly  statad  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  Con nectieat  on  Saturaaf-- 
not  only^to  the  Northern  atfd  Soatkdm  limits  of 
this  Continent,  but  to  any  part  of  the  immeBie 
regions  of  Europe,  Asia,^/or  Africa  ? 

If,  from  the  nature  of  our  CTov^rnmeot,  fooaded 
as  it.  is  in  compact/  and  restVicted  in  theexerciie 
of  its  power,- DOth  as  regards  the  indenendeaee 
and  rights  of  the  State  governments,  and  the  lib- 
erties of  the  people,  it  be— ^s'  I  Contend  it  is— t 
violation  of  its  principles  to  invest  those  who  ad* 
minister  its  concerns  wit&  powers  not  expresilf 
granted,  or  necessary  to  carry  into  execution  those 
that  are/ then  i^  becomes  as  to  examine  the  Coo- 
stitntioh  itself,  to  ascertain  whether  it  ooatatos 
any  prdvision  to  which  a  construdtion  favoi^hle 
to  this  doctrine  can  fairly  be  given.  On  all'sob- 
jeots  Which  aotuially  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
Convention,  on  which  3iey  unquestiooably  deiib* 
erated  and  acted,  aad  have  given  «w  the  result  of 
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(heir  deliberations,  ia  tevms  el^iarly  expressed  ia 
theCoBscUutioo  itself)  there  is  no  room  left  for  sup- 
Toositig  aa  ioteotioo  to  grant  implied^  po velrs,  dif- 
lereit  ia  their  nature,  and  more  yast  in  their 
extent^  than  those  they  have  detailed.  It  would 
be  prtpq^teroiis  and  ab6ard-*a  reflection  ^th'  on 
tkeir  wisdom  and  patriotisn»*r-to  indalffe  such  a 
soppositbo.  I  do  not? I  reptet,  now  allude  to  such 
powers,^  in  conducting  the 'afikirs  of  the  Gor- 
ernmeot,  may  frequentiv  be  required-  for  ex^ut- 
iii|r^<)M  ^<^<MiUy  detailed,  the  exercise  of  which 
is  excess!?  authorized  by  the  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitmioo  already  referred  to. 

Theeighth  section  of  the  first  aruele  of  the  Con- 
stitatioD  coDlain^s  the  enumerated  powers  of  the 
Geaeral  €rot«mment.  The  foUbwing  clause  are 
those  whiehreiale  to  war,  and  to  the  emoloytnent 
of  tbesereral  kinds  of  force  placed'in  its  hanrdsr 

'*Cwgnm  9ba^  haVe  power  ta  declare  war,  grant 
lettenof  maique  and  repritaUand  make  culMOQacem- 
ing captures  on  land  and  water;  - 

"  To  ratseand  support  ^aroues ;.  but  no  appropriation 
of  money  to  that  use  shall  be  for  a  loiter  tei^m  than 
twoyeara;  .  .       ^ 

"  To  provide  and  maintain  a  nsTj ; 

"To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  rOgulatioA 
of  the  land  and  naval  forces ; 

'*To  provide  for  codling  forth  the  miliiia  to  e^tcuU 
the  knoM  of  the  Union,' suppress  insurrections,  and  rspel 
invatmt;         ,      ' 

"To  provide  ^r  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplin- 
ing Ifae  militia«  and  for  gOTemiiig  such  pArt*of  them  as 
TBMf  be  empleyed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
resening  io  the  States  respeetivefy  the  appointment  of 
tUofiearSt  and  ike  mttMrify  of  traitimft  the  militia^ 
seeon^  io  the  diaoipline  prescribed  by  Congress.'^ 

And,  for  the  purpose  iofgoTerning^he  construci- 
tioQ  of  these  and  the  other  express  gnints,  of  power 
in  the  Const! tntioUk  and  to  guard  against  danger- 
oQs  stretches  of  lluthorit^^by  the  Gorernment,  the 
elerenth  and  twelfth  "artitles  of  the  amendments 
to  that  instrument'proride  :* 

^That  the  enumeration  hi  the  ConsCitution  of  eer- 
tiia  lights  nail  not  he  construed  to  deny  or  disparslge 
others  retamed  by  tfie  people  fend  that 

"The  paweia  not  delegated  to-ihe  United  States  by 
the  Ceostitation,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are 
'•Mived  to  the'  States  cssp|sclively»  or  to  the  jpeople." 

The  mere  exhibition  of  ihese  clauses  of  the  Qon- 
^jtBtien  is  a  more  forciUe  refuution  aH  the  ^oc- 
trioethan  the  moat  labored  argument  could  fur- 
nish. Does  aot  eveiyone  at  once  perceire  the 
Barked  distinction  >between  armies  which  Con- 
gress are  invested  with  (he  power  to  raise,  lind 
oulitia  governed^  except  when,  caiied  into  actual 
>ervicie,  by  the  regulations  fit  their  own  States  7 
.  The  power  to  raise  armies  and  to  provide  a  navy 
uamedtately  follows,  and  is  closely  eoanec  ted  with ' 
that  of  meakinff  war.*  This  important  subject  he- 
iBg  provided  tor,  the  militia-^ wsyrrejgarded  as 
A  ttost  essential  safeguafd  of  the  nation-^n,ext 
c^Mais  the  attention  of  that  Convention.  But, 
^  wise  statesmen  and  exeelleot  men  who  com- 
pottd  that  body  did  not  so  on  to  alarm  the  great 
Mv  of  the  citizens  with  the  prospect  of  being 
u««e  to  be  called  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
Stales^  to  assist  ihe  Qovarnmejat  ia  the  proseca- 


ti(m  of  a  foreign  war.  On.th^  contrary,  they  guard 
againstvsuch.an  apprehension  by  givmg  the  Gov-- 
emntent  authority  to  raise  armies — to  employ 
mercenaries  to  prosecute  the  war  which  they 
mi^ht  declare.  To  the  great  body ,  of  eflective 
citizens,  constituting  the  militia  of  the  sevei^l 
Slates,  they  assign  appropriate  apd  deSneid  duties,' 
manifestly  intending  to  distinguish  t,hem — as  in 
name,  so  in  employment — ^frgm  the  other  d^cHp- 
lion  of  force.  To  the  militia,  are  three  fmportant 
serviceis  only  assigned-^first,  to  execute  the  Ifiws 
oftheUnioQ.    •  / 

It -was,,  no  doubt,  well  considered  to  be  more 
congeliial  to  the  nature  of  our  free  institutions, 
and  to  the  character  and  feelibgs  of  our  people, 
that  ^  >^  ^^Y  unhappy  instance  auy  portion  of 
their  people  should  be  misled  into  hostility  against 
the  laws,  the  Qovernmeot  shooed  pall  to  its  aid 
thos^  who  remain  true  to  their  duties,  rather  than 
.  resort  to  the  aid  of  a  mercenary  aro^y.      , 

In  the  ii^stanoes  of  opposition  to  the  laws  which 
occurred  ^ome  y^rs  ago  in  the  State  which  I 
have,  the  honor  to  .represent,  the  ^ood  jeffects  df 
this  salutai'y  provision  were  manifest.  To  th^ir 
fellowrcilizeos,  arrayed  on  the  side  of  order  and 
goyernment,  the  insurgents  readily  submitted, 
,  and^the  effusion  of  human  blood  was  thereby  pre- 
vented. Thi^  branch  of  employment,  like  that 
wKioh  follows  it — the  suppressing  of  insurrections 
. — is  in  its  naturo  wholly  domestic;  itgiVes  em- 
'pioyment  to  the  militia  only  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  Sutes.  The  third  and  last  duty  im- 
posed x>n, this  body,  is  ''  to  i;epel  invasions.*'  Can 
It  h^  believed.  Mr.  Chairman,  that,  under  the 
pretext  of  repelling  invasipns,  it  was  i(itended  to 
authorize  this  dovetiuneat  to  sei^d  the  militia  in 
the  pursuit  offoreign  conquest  ?  Was  there  any 
such  sentiment  prevalent  at  the  time  the  CoTisti- 
tution  was  adopted,  or  did  any  object  of> desire 
exist  that  cOUld  leaa  to  the  prospect, of  our-  being 
naad  enough  to  go  abroad  after  new  acquisitions 
of  territory,  to  be  gained  by  fprce  ?  .We  had  not 
been  very  lona  dismemb^ed.  from  the  British 
empire. .  GenSemj^'  wjll.  scarcely  suppose,  that, 
witn  such  feelings  as  then  pervaded  the  public 
mind,  her.  example  in  seeking  new  conquests  in 
aU  parts  of  the  globe  was  about  to  be  imitated' in 
this  new  and  rising  and  virtuous  Republic.  If 
the  membei;^  of  tdat  Convention  na^  been  attked, 
Do  you  intend,. that,  under  the  mask ^f  repelling 
invasion,  the  militia  shall  be* marched  to  Canada 
•od  the  walls  of-  ducibec,  what  would '  they  have 
answered? 

Mr.  Chsitbs  here  said,  that  he  did  not  contend 
that  the  powei*  of  marching  the  militia  out  of  the 
United-States  was  derived  from  the  clause  alluded 
to ;  but  that  the  pow^r  to  declare  war  being  given 
to  Congress,  and  being,  a  most  important  attribute 
of  sovereignty,  the  power  for  which  he  contended 
followed  of  course.     • 

Mr.  MiLNoB  proceeded.— Sir,  I  askihe  honor- 
able  gentleip^'s  pardon.  I  had  understood  him 
to  argue,  that^  as  in  the  perfor^nunce  of  the 
acknowledged  duty  of  repelling  invasion,  the 
passage  of  the  oiilitia  beyond  the  frontiers  of  the 
tlait^  States  might  be  vnavoidahle,  th&preciae 
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distance  to  which  they  might  be  M  could  not  be 
fixed ;  and  that,  for  the  effectual  ;ol)tainnieDt  of 

^  the  object  of  repelling  invasion,  the  militia  might 
be  carried  to  Clnebec,  and  the  conquest  of  the 
country  ensUe  therefrooi.  It  is  probable  I  ma]|r 
pnly  hayte  heard  the  argumedt  urged  in  private 
conversation. 

The  power  contended  for  is,  then,  to^be  couBid- 
ered  as  a'concomitant  of  the  ri^ht  to  declare  war. 
The  error  of  this  argument  consists  in  tlie  appli- 
e%tioQ  of  a  principle  to  our  Government  wholly 
un^tted  to  it,  when  the  manner  of  its  formation, 
the  nature  6f  its  provisioas,  and  its5)ract>cal  Oper- 
ation, are  considered.-  Our  Governinent  is  found- 
ed on  express  compact;  its  nature  is  defined  and 
.fixed*  by  a  written  instrument;  and  it  cannot  be 
made  to  bear  upon  the  people  or  the  States  ia  any 
6ther  manner  than  that  oriffinally' {Prescribed.  If 
the  power  to  declare  war  had  stood  alorfe^it  is 
not  necessfiry  to  inquire  bow  far  it  would  have 
empowered  the  Qovernment  to  extend  the  opera- 
tions of  the  militia.  But  my  honorable  friend, 
%whQ,  like  myself,  hax  been  conversant  with  studies 
jBonnected  with  the  legal  professions  well 'knows 
the  maxim  conetautly  applied  to  the  construction 
lof  statutes^'  as  well  as  ;o  the  contracts  ^f  indi- 
viduals :  Expre»9io  uniiu  test  e^tdusio  ulteHus. 
Where  the  jparty^s  empowered  to  do  certain  spe- 
cified, things,  it  excludes  the  power  to  do  other 
things  affecting  the  interests  of  the  other  party  to 
the  contract*  Sir,  here  is  tne  contract,  from  which 
all  your  public  authority  is  derived.  The  v^ry 
subject  about  wh^ch.we  are  difiering  is  bere'pBO^ 
vidied  for.  The  .partfes  to  thi«  instrument,  as  to 
this  object,  have  certainly  left  nothing  to  tht  dan- 
gerous experiment  of  construction  and  implica- 
tion. 
You  may  declare  war— oflfensive  war  if  you 

.  please,  uncongenial  as  ft  is  with  the  sentiments 
and  feelings  9?  the  American  people.  You  may 
rai$e  armies— you  may,  by  the  consent  of  the  indi- 
viduals, and  of  the  State  jg^overnments  under 
whidh  they  reside,  convert  youf  volunteers  inio 
enlisted  ^pldiers.  You  theV  make  them,  by  their 
consent,  part  of  your  regular  army.  ,But  until 
you  do  so  by  contract,  and. not. by  compulsion, 
the  army,  as  to  external  ofibnsive  operations, 
.  must  be  considered  a  distinct  body  from  the  mili- 
tia;. There  is  great  weight  in  the  remarks  of  my 
friend  from  Connecticut,  with  respect  to  the  re-^ 

.  strictron  of  two  ^ears  imposed  on  Congress  in 
appropriating  money  for  ihe  hiaintenance  of  ^an 
arm3[.  As  to  the  riegular  troops  no  invasjon>  of 
this  important  limitation  can- be  made;  but  if  the 
Prteident  posses^ .  unbounded  discretion  as]  10 
the  employment  of  the  milHia  externaUv  and  in- 
ternally, tnen  Congress  also  are  freed  from  the 
fetters  of  *this  wholesome  provision,  and  money 
ftiay  be  appropriated,  not  only  fjpr  two,  but  for 
any  n^unber  of  years  to*  maintain  your  militia 
sent  out  of  the  country  by  compulsion  in  pursuit 
of  foreign  conquest.  Is  the  honorable  gentleman 
aware  of  th^  immense  danger  of  his  doctrine? 
Upon  the  principle  he  contends  for,  \he  President 
and  Congress  may  wield  the  whole  mass  of  the 
militia,  in  %oy  manner  jand  Yor  any  time  they 


may  think  proper.  Let  me  ask  if  this  be  lot  ta 
important  question — if  there  can  arise  one  more 
iihpartt^  1  In  the  establishment  of  the  Fedcnl 
Government,  no  doubt  the  people  foresaw  tlat 
occasions  might  arise  when  it  would  be  neeesMirf 
for  them  to  &g\kt  pro  arts  et  fodM^  wh^n  assailed 
by-  hostile  opposition  to  the  laws,  by  iosarrtction, 
by  territorial  inyasibn  \  but  it  wlas  scarcely  anti- 
cipated that  a  right  would  be  claimed  by  oar 
tulers  tb  lay  their. hands'  upon  our  persons  to 
forc^  us  into  foreign  war,  and  thus  traosfona  oar 
mild  and  free  Republic^ into  the  grossest tyraaoj. 
Sir,  let  the  small  Slates  beware  if  thisdoctriie 
be  true.  They  may  easily  be  destroyed.  Their 
militia  called  from  their  homes  in4o  forei^  ser- 
vice, the  liberty  and  thie  propertyi^  their  eitiieos 
would  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  Government.  The 
exercise  of  this  monstrous  power  would  be  «(iih- 
out  restriction  Ot  control.  A  Virginia  President 
mighti  spare  jthe  militia  of  his  own  State.  If  it 
pleased  his  fancy  the  militia  ol  VefiDenfmigbt 
be  marched  to  a  sultry  southern  cliinate,  uocoo- 
genfal  with  their  constitutions  and  habits,  to 
make  a  conquest  of  the  Flqridas,  while  those  to 
the  soi^thw^rd  might  be  sent  on  a  wild-goose 
chase  to  the  deserts  of  Nova  Scotia.  Let  us  at 
onee  exhibit  a  marked  disapprobation  of  this 
aIarming,'doctrine.  We  have  hah,erto  manifested 
great  forbearance  and  patience  under  the  wrongs 
we  have  sufiered  from  the  two  ^reat  belligerenu 
of  Europo.  It  iias  resulted  from  a  fondness  fot 
peace, , a  hatred  for. war^  and  thos^  sentipieou 
have*  been  attended  by  an  utier  aversion  to  the] 
policy  of  making  foreign  conquests.  If  ear  pno- 
ciples^n  the  linter^opicarc  now  to  be  abandoned, 
let  the  work  be  undertaken  by  an  army  of  mer- 
cenaries, tiet  not  the  great  body  of  our  people 
be  subjected  to  a  military  conscripuon  for  sucht 
purpose.  If  they  unite  in  the  object,  let  it  be 
williogly  and  not  by  compulsion.  ^  God  forbid 
we  should  adopt  any  other  pilan  \ 

This  House  will,  I  trusty  crush  in  its  ^lA  hud- 
ding  the  monstrous  principle  to  which  I  htrc 
given  my  feeble  opposition.  My  hoiiorable  frieod 
will,  I  hop?,  himself  abandon  it,  aad  ackowledge 
that  he  has  not,  in  this  iastAnee,  applicKi  bisostti 
talents  of  investigatioi^  nor  foreseen  the  cowe- 
quence  of  his  doctrine.  The  people  will  st  il^ 
events  never  submit  to'  it.  Pass  your  acts,  hot 
not  a  militiaman  wHI  orareh.  The  State  fpr* 
ernments  will  not  permit»you  to  force  their  eiii* 
zens  into  a  war  6f  conquest  and  invasioa,  which 
wiU  certainly  array  one  part  of  your  commoflitT 
'against  the  other.'  ,  I  desire  not  to  excite  a  ^pirij 
of  ho^ility  to  the  Government— but  for  on^  ^ 
prize  the  enjoynient  of'Constitutional  liberty  too 
dearly  to  surrender  it  at  i4ie  mandateof  aoy  <3or- 
eTnment — its  unconstitutional  invasion  I  wosld 
resist  at  tlTe  hazard  ^mv  fortune  and  m^  life- 

.  Mr.  Maoon  said,  on  this  great  CoofUtatiootl 
question,  the  best  wi^y  of  coming  to  a  correct  de 
cision  is  for  members  to  express  their  opinions 
freely  upon  it.  According  \o  the  theory  of  oor 
Governmeajt,  Mr.  M.  ob^ved,  it  required  the 
State  governments^-and  the  Generd  Gto^^roinent 
to  form  the  nation,  and  the  twoiSovenimeats 
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ought  to  act  io  traison ;  they  cannot  work  well  in 
aDfoiherway^.  In  sodie  respects  the  Constitu- 
tion guards  tne  rights  of  each.  When  powers 
ire  gi?en  to  the  General  Groveroment  by  the 
Constiiation  they  are  expressly  taken  from  the 
State  goTernments.  When  the  Oonstitntion  was 
idoptc^  it  was  not  adopted  bv  the  people  in 
their  oationai  character,  but  in  tneir  character  as 
States.         ^  '      • 

The  Constitution  gires  to  Congress  the  power 
to  lay  taxes  of  every  description;  and  it  takes 
awaj  from  the  States  the  power  to  lay  impost 
andtonnagje  duties;  because,  if  not  takeq  away, 
tberight  would  have  remained.  So  in  respect  to 
the  power  of  making  war,'  it  is  given  to  Congress, 
and  taken  from  the  States.  And  Jn  some  c^ses 
it  gires  the  States  a  right  to  do  eertain  things 
by  consent  of  Confess. 

It  gires  the  power  to  Congress  to  make  war, 
lod  to  sopport  armies^  but  not  for  a  longer  term 
than  two  years ;  but  when  it  speaks  of  the  militia 
there  is  no  Kmitation  at  to  them ;  because  thd 
power  over  them  is  left  i^ith  the  respective  States, 
and  Congress  is  only  anthori2Kd  to  call-them  oat 
for  three  purposes,  viz:  "to  execute  the  laws, 
toppressmsurrections,and  repeMpvasions;''and  to 
effect  these  purposes  was  not  supposed  to  reouire 
II  appropriation  for  more  than  <wo  years.  Ir  the 
eoontry  was  invaded,  it  was  not  meant  that  the 
militia  alone  should  oe  relied  .upon  to  repel  the 
ioraders,  btft  that  they  should  be  called  out  Hi 
lid  of  the  army,  or  until  the, army  could  be  col- 
lated for  the  pctrpoie ;  so  that  theVe  was  no  ne- 
wssitf  for  a  liiiirtatroir  with  respect  to'  the  militia. 
Power  is  given  to  Congress  to  establish  a  navy  : 
the  States  may  also  keep  a  iravy  by  .consent  of 
Congress,  but  not  without. 

Congress  have  a  right  to  govern  the  militia 
vbile  in  actual  service,  hut  at  no  other  time. 

Congress  is  forbidden  from  granting  anyjitles 
rf  nobility ;  the  States  are  forbidden  f  Iso.  Where 
the  States  are  not  to  ekercise  a  power,  it  is  et- 
pre$sly  taken  away  from  thepi  by  the  Consti- 
totion.  .  r      /     r 

The  President  of  th*e  United  States  shall  be 
Comm^nderMn-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Militia 
whea  called  into  actual  service. 

Congress  mav  raise  an  army  for  a  year  or  six. 
months;  but  when  raised  it  mtist  be  like  every 
other  army,  go  to  its  place  of  destination,  and  not 
to  be  scattered  all  over  the  country. 

The  qaestion  now  occurs,  whether  the  General 
or  State  Governments  have  the  power  to  send  the 
niHtia  Without  the  limits  of  the  United  States  ? 
He  wished  gptlefnen,  before  ^e  touche'd  this  part 
oftheConstitution,  to  take  a  view  of  the  States 
before  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  tinder 
ibe  old  Confederation.  It  will  be  recollected 
tbit  the  Southern  militia  was. sent  into  Florida, 
ind  the  Eastern  into  Canada,  bt  the  instance  of 
">e  old  Congress.  And  if  the  power  has  not  been' 
taken  from  the  States,  which  no  one  would  say 
^}  liid,  what  can  hinder  the  States  from  emplpy- 
'o^the  militia  in  the  same  way  now? 

It  appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of  some  gentlc- 
nea  that  when'the  United  States  go  to  war  the 


Government  has  a  right  to  use  all  the  physical 
force  of  the  nation  in  order  to  do  her'enemy  all 
the  injury  die  can. 

The  Constitution  prohibits  any  State  from  en- 
gaging in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such 
immfnent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delav;  but 
if  ^  State  were  to  go  to  war,  she  would  nave  a 
right  to  use  he>r  militia  in  any  paanner  she  pleased, 
in  thf  sahie  way  that  she  would  have  done  befoife 
the  adoption  oi  .the  Federal  Constitution. 

The  tfnited  States  Government  and  the  State 
Governments  acting  ii^  unison,  roust  poss^  the 
whole  sovereign  power.  The  objection  is',  that 
Congress  have  the  army  givert  to  them  for  the 
purpose  of  makinfi^  war  ;  but  the  militia  h  left  in 
the  power  of  the  Slates  for  their  defence..^  But  if 
aState  give  her  consent  for  her  militiato.be  sent 
without  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  what 
shall  hinder  them  from  engaging  in  any  sffrviea 
in  which  the  General  Government  may  find  it 
fo^the  interest  of  the  country ^to  employ  thein? 
It  was  objected  to  Xhh  construction  that  the 
States  might  not  agree  to  this  cout-se.  But  this 
kind  of  reasoning,  on  a  discord  existing  between 
the  General  and  StatieGK>veraments,  ought  not  to 
be  countenanced..  A~  nation,  anymore  thap  a 
house  divided  against  itself,  cannot  stand.  It. 
would  be  a  new  state  thingrfor  a  State  to  com- 
m,it  treason  against  tjie  Generat  Government. 

There  is  another  part  of  the  Constitution  oa 
which  he  would  make  a  remark.  Jt  has  beem 
said  that  this  Government  is  only  intended  for 
defence.  He  was  willii^  to  acknowledge  this 
as  a  generitl  principle  j  but  there  is^a  part  Of  the 
Constitution,  that,  if  it  does  not  look  toWafds^on- 
quest,  he  did  not  know  what  is  its  meaning,  tn- 
deed  it  had  always  beenso  "considered  by  every 
man  with  whom  he  had  acted  in  public  life. 
And  is  it  not  recollected  that,  when'w6  were  de- 
prived of  the  right  of  deposite  at  New  Orleans* 
altnost  every  man  believed  that  the  United  States 
might  take  New  Orleans  by  force — might  con- 
quer it  a^  keep  pos^ssion  of  It?  There  was 
scarcely  any  rfifference  of  opinion  on  the  subject. 
The  claused  of  the  Constitution  to  which  he 
alluded  are  ki  the  following  Words: 

"New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into 
this  Union ;  but  no  new  State  shall  be  formed  or  erected 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State;  nor  any 
State  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States, 
without  the  cdnsent  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States 
concerned, iu  well  as  of  the  Oongress. 

<*TJie  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and 
make  all  needfhl  ra|es  and  Tegala€ioB%  respecting  the 
lehrltory  or  other  proper^  beIonp;ing  to  the  Unkad 
8tat6i,-4md  nothing  in  tlus  Constitution  shall  be-eo 
ODDstmed  as  to  prejadice  any  claims  of  the  United 
States  or  of  aiur  pwrlMnilar  State." 

These  clauses  of  the  Constitution  were  no 
doubt  intended  to  mieet  cases  where  new  territory 
was  acquired.  Indeed  thetewafis  an  article  in  the 
ordinance  of  (he  old  Confederation,  which  spoke 
more  plainly,  in  which  Canada  is  named.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  this  country  was  an  object  from 
the  commenoement  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  in- 
tended to  be  embraced  under  the  new  Government. 
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.  Jt  appeared  tp  bim  as  if  the  framers  of  %ke 
Constitueion  were  deteriHrined  to  leave,  do  excuse 
for  Territorial  ffoverDm^ts;  they  seem  to  say,  if 
.  ypu  aoquite  additional  territoryi  you  shall  forai  it 
into  a  State  or  States,  which  shall  possess  equal 
rights  with  yourselves.  They  had  seen,  some  of 
the  evils  arising  from  pro vincml  government. 

Mr*  M.  said. he  was  on  the  present  occasion 
somewhat  in  the  same  situation  as  upon  ^a  late 
question  i  and,  if  h^  were  to  jpdge  from  present 
appearances,  as  he>sh'ould  probabiy  be  on  all  the 
bills  making  prenaratidbs  fpr  war.  He  was  wil- 
ling to  vot^  for  the  bill  as  it  stood  at  present;  but 
he  nevier  would  vote  for  -anything  which,  in  his 
opinion,  infringed  the  Constitution.  .His  opinions 
might  be  unpleasant  to  his  friends,  biit  he  wished, 
above  all,  tp  have  peace  ^  his  own  breast. 

If  w%  go  to  war,  England  wilt  drive  us  into  it; 
and  in  that  case  he  was  willioe  to  give  tbe  Presi- 
dent as  much  of  the  physical  force  of  the  cpuntry 
as  shall  itaake  the  war  eflicient. 

Mr.  Bajcon  said  he  should  vote  against  striding 
oaithe  first  sections  of  this  bill  for  thejpurpose  of 
inserting  those  of  the  original  bill*  He  was  for 
retainin«f  a  militia  volunteer  force,  not  as  the 
most  effective  force,  because  he  was  of  opinion 
witiv  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
JMacon,)  that  they  cpiild  not  be  n^arched  out  of 
the  Vnited  Stages  without  the  consent  of  the 
StgXes  to  which  they^ respectively  belong;  but  he 
should  suppose  there  would  be  no  difficulty,  in 
"obtaining  this  consent.  He  should  wish,  how- 
ever, that  the  bill  might  pass  in  such  a. form  as 
that  no  one  could  J>e.  mistaken  as  to  the  purpose 
for  which  these  volunteers  were  to  be  Employed. 
He  shonld  view  it  as  unfortunate  if  the  l}ill  pa$spd 
in  .its  present  shape;  for  if,  on  his  return  aome, 
one  of  his  neighbors  were  to  ask  him  whether 
volunteers^  under  this  act  would  be  liable  to  be 
,  marched  out  of  the  country,  he  might  say  no; 
when  some  etber  gentle^nan^  who  was  present  at 
the  passing  of  the  bill)  might  say,  yes.  This 
would  leave  people  in  a  ^tate  of  doubt  and  dif&- 
culty.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  officers  beios  ap- 
liointed  by  the  severkl  States ;  because.  If  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  it  would  be  raising 
^  pinother  army  in  a  different  for^a.  The  volunteers 
to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  will  receive  no  pay  until 
they  are 'called  iirto  service.  If  this  force,  with^ 
the  army  already^ provided,  should  be  deemed  in- 
sufficient, he  should  hiive  no  objection  to  provide 
for  another  rolunteer  force,  to  he  ebmmissidned 
by  the  Presid^t. 

If  the  present  motion  shall  not  succeed,  Mr.  B. 
expressed  his  intention  of  moving  aa  amendment, 
providinc  ^^That  this  force  shall  not  be marebect 
out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States  without 
the  consent  of  the  States  to  which  they  beloM^." 

Mr.  B.  supposed  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  this  consent.  Many  of  the  States, 
bad  passed  resolutions,  offering  their  lives,  for- 
tunes, and-honor,  id  siipport  of  their  country;, 
this  application  would  serve  to  test  the  jinceiritv 
of  these  pledges,  atid  he  had  no  dpubt  the  result 
woi^Ud  do  credit  to  those  who  had  made  them. 

Ik^r.  PoRTSB  said  it  wks  bis  wish,  as  |ie  be- 


lieved it  to  be  the  wish  of  gentlemen  generally, 
that  this  force  should  be  used  efficientlv  against 
the  British  j>os8ession8.  It  was  with  tiiis  Tiew 
that  the  bill  was  prigioallyt  reported ;  but  he  per- 
ceived that  some  j^entlemen  would  vote  in  ftror 
of  the  original  hnl,  and  others  in  favor  of  \kt 
amended  pill,  so  that  it  will  be  impossible  to 
know,  their  object.  For  the  purpose  of  doing 
away  this  misunderstanding,  he  would,  therefore, 
withdraw  his  amendment ;  and  if  this  bill  pas 
he  would  introduce  another  to  raise  a  force 
which  might  be  called  out  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Mr.  PoiNnfixfER  renewed  the  motion  whieli 
he  had  made  in  Comtnittee  of  the  Whole,  prori- 
ding  thsTt  the  volunteers  should  sign  an  eDgag^ 
ment  to^erye  the  United  States,  accordiog  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  when  called  into  ser- 
vice^ each  volunteer  shall  be  subject  to  the  ruie« 
^nd  articles  of  war,  apd  be  called  imo  the  serf  lee 
of  the  United  States  to  any  place  without  tlM 
jurisdiction  thereof. 

Mr.  P.,  in  supporting  his  motion,  read  an  ex^ 
tract^  fltom  the  speech  of  Q^rge  Mason,  in  the 
Virflrinia  Convention,  to  shov^  that  the  aulborit^ 
of  the  United  'States  to  send  the  militia  from  oil 
Slate  to  another,^was  viewed  with  jealousy,  tQ4 
that  tbe  idea  of  sending  them  out  of  the  uoite^ 
States,  at  that  time,  had  never  been 'entertaioedj 

Mr.  Bacon  was  not  convinced  that  the  Geoeral 
Government  had  a  right  to  send  the  militia  09( 
of  the  United  States,  without  the  consent  of  tb^ 
State.  The  debate  in  thp  Virginia  Coaveotioi 
which  had  been  cited^di^  not  touch  this  question 
it  related  only  to  the  calling  of  (he.  militia  put  d 
^ne  State  to  another.  With  a  vieiv  of  bringiai 
thi^  question  distinctly  before  the  Committee,  Mfi 
B.  moved  to  add  to  this  new  section  the  foUov^ 
ing  proviso: 

"  Frovidedt  That  no  company,  battalion,  regimeo^ 
or  brigade  of  such  volunteers,  shall  be  marched  to  inj 
place  otit  of  the  jurisdictibn  of  the  United  States,  wil^ 
out  the  previous  consent  of  ttie  State  or  Territory  n 
which  they  may  belong.*' 

'  Mr.  Key  said  that  the  Constitution  is  a  com' 
pact  between  the  Stated  and  tbe  General  Gof 
ernment,  and  by  the  amendment  to  it  Which  bi^ 
been  adopted,  it  is  declared  that  what  Jias  not 
been  granted  by  the  States  is  retained  by  tbeia 
or  the  people.  By  this  instrument  Uie  power  to 
raise  armies,  when  the  exigencies  of  the  Qorern' 
ment  shall  require  it,  is  granted;  and  the  militia 
are  reserved  to  the  States  for  their  defence.  No 
legislative  act  of  Congress  can  confer,  uiion  tbii 
Crevernment,  a  greater  power  than  the- CoostiUh 
tion  givee.  The  Government,  have  no  power  to 
use  tbje  militia  in  any  place  exterioY  to  the  Innlts 
of  the  United  States,  nor  in  any  part  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Btates  other  than  in  the  State  to  which  tbe 
militia-belong,  except  in  the  three  cases  meDtiooei 
in  the  Constitution,  viz:  ^in  repelling  invasioas,^ 
^^suppressing  insurrections,''  and  "jexecuiiag  ^ 
laws."  A  commission  |[iven  to^a  militia  omcer 
can  have  no  validity  without  the  United  States, 
nor  within  the  United  States  other  than  is  tbe 

Saru'c^lar  States,,  e^^cept  in  the  three  cases  before 
lentionod ;  for  instance,  a  ()ersjon  commi^ion^ 
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as  t  major,  by  the  la'ws  of  Maryland,  cannot  act 
bf  Tirtud  of  that  comrAissioo  exterior  to  the 
Hmits  of  the  United  States,*  nor -in  any  other 
State  than  the  Sta*te  of  Mairyland,  except  in  "  repel- 
liog  innsioDs,^  "sappressing  it)surrec(ion&,'' and 
*=  executiogf^  the  laws,"  This  being  the  case,  the 
ameodroent  of  the  delegate  from  th^  Mississippi' 
Tmitory,  which  goes  to  confer  a  power  upon 
the  President  to  order  the  mtlitia  differentty  from 
what  the  Constitqtion;.warrants.  upon  the  militia 
stipulating  tm  that  effebr,  cannot  alter  the  case.' 
Ii  IS  not  in  the  power^of  the  militia  thus  to  con- 
fer their  services,  and  thus  deprive  the  State  of 
litem;  nor  can  the  amendment,  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Bacon)  to 
t^e  former  amendment,  vary  the  case-^-for  an 
objection  of  equal  weight  occurs,  which, is,  that  it 
is  not  competent  for  the  Legislature  of  anv  State 
to^fesQch  a  consent,  and  thus  dep.rive  the  citi' 
tens  of  s^ch  State  of  the  protection  ^d  defence 
which  is  rhos  secured  to  them  by  the  Const!- 
tiiioD.  *% 

Mr.  K.  said  he  Had  understood  that  the  delegare 
&om  the  Mississippi  Territory  had  read,  from  the 
lehate  in  the  Virginia  Convention,  the  opinion 
Bf  Mr.  G^rge  iMason  and  others^  to  prove,  that 
where  the  consent  of  the  .militia  is  obtained  in 
4e  way  now  proposed,  they  might  be  sent  wrth- 
Mit  the  limits  of  the  Union.  He  asserted  that 
there  was  no  such  question  discussed  in  that 
CoDrentiOnp  nor  did'  their  debates  show  any  such 
hct.  The  jealousy  of  those  patriots  was^mat,  in 
the  eas^  mentioned  in  the  Constitution,  the 
bilitia  might  bd  called  by  the  Cfbvernment  from 
Ny  mrticular  St^fe  to  ko  into  one  very  remote^ 
B,  for  instaoce,  from  the  Stat^  of  Georgfa  to 
l^ont,  and  in  consequence  of  being  thus  ha- 
rassed and  distressed,  there  might  be  danger  ef  the 
p>ple  consenting  to  a  constant  ,$tanding  army. 
I  his  was  what  those  patriots  wished  to  guard 
gainst;  and  it  was  urged  by  them,  that  in  sOch 
ca^s,  the  consent  of  the  States  to  which  the 
militia  belonged  should  be  first  obtained. 

He  reprobated  and  remonstrated  agafnst  the 
loctrine  which  had  been  advanced,  that  the  Presi- 
l«Dt  had  the .  p6wer,  in  case  of  foreign  war,  to 
>rder  the  militia  to  riiarch  without  the;  United 
States.  It  is  a.  doctrine  which  the  people  nevejr 
te^e,  and  never  will  consent  to.  It  ought  to 
^nn  every  friend  to  the  Coastitutioft  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  What  Tnight  be  the  con- 
jnjuence,  with  an  ambitious,  un principled  Chief 
Kagisirate?  Congreis  have  power  X6  raise  ar- 
Bic8  to  carry  on  a  foreign  waV;  twenty-five  thou*^ 
•tKi  or- fifty  thoiisand  regular  troops  arc  raised 
IB  consequence  of  such,  a  war;  ^according  to  the 
s<Mistrnction  which  has  been  ghnen  to  the  Con- 
Mitation,  the  militia  mfiy  be  ordered  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  go  tfpon  that  fdjrejgn  war,  and  the  stand-. 
'Dg  army  may  be  kept  and  used  fo^  ambitious 
parposes,  in  the  States  frpm  which  the  militia 
we  gone.  Where,  then,  wonld-be  your  force,  to 
aefeod  your  liberties  against  this  mercenary  band, 
"^ho  fthoald,  under  an  unprincipled  Chief  Magis- 
trate, attempt  to  destroy  them  ?  He  said  the 
loetrine  wae  too  fdonatrous  to  be  etadured. 


If  he  distinctl]^  heard  the  delegate  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  he  also  understood  him  to 
say,  that  it  was  conceded  that  a  citizen  of  th^ 
United  States -mi^ht  at  any  time  expatriate  him- 
self, and  enter  into  any  foreign  service;  for  in-  , 
stance^  into  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  or  the 
French  Emperor,  m  ^  war  against  his  own  coun- 
try, "ilr.  K.  said  be,  in  toto,  denied  that  doctrtne. 
The  gentlemancobld  not  derive  that  opinion  from 
any  eminent  writer,  or  from  any. decision  of  any 
court.  No  State  had  within,  his  koowled|re,  by 
any  act,  implied  ^uch  doctrirte,  without  it/was 
the  State  of  Virginia.  That  State  had  prescribed 
the  manner  in  which^a  citizen  might  expatriate 
himself.  But  by  prescribing  the  mode  in  which 
it  maybe  done,  it  demonstrates  that  ifpon  general 
princicites,  a  citizen  has  nd  right  to  expatriate 
himself.^  If  Che  gentleman  is  right,  in  what  cases 
^qaay  your  citizens  leave  your  country,  and^nter 
into  the  service  of  your  enemy?  'Where  is  your 
line  of  distinction  ?  Suppose'  you  marcb  your 
militia  into  Canada,  as  contemplated,  and  your, 
militiaman'  should  think  that  was  a  conyenient 
time  and  opportunity  to  expatriate,  and  leave  your 
servtc«'for  th$t  of  ypur  enemy — according  to  this 
doctrine,  would  he  not  have  a  right  so  to  doj?  But 
do  you  imagiiie.  If  iie  was  to  be  tak^n  Und  brought 
before -a  court  martfal,  that  his  exprcise  of  this 
right  would  be  a  good  defence  1 

Mr.  K.  said  the  cause  of  the  difficulty  which 
the  House  BOW  experietnced,  was  this:  tliat  a  dis-, 
guise  and  cover  is  thrown  oV^er  the  object  of  our 
present  deliberations;  the  real  object  is  kept  from 
the  people.  Hq  would  not  say  that  this  is  the 
intention  of  any  gentleman  in  the  House,  but  the 
mode  of  conducting  this  business  has'that  effect. 
If  the  design  is  to  carry, on  a  foreign  war,  and  * 
the  exigence  of  the  country  required  an  army  of 
seventy  or  eighty  thousand  men,  tell  the  people 
so,  and  they  wiU  be  ready  to  give  you  the  army ; 
this  you  have  the  power  and  the  right  to  demand 
of  thertu  But  they  will  and  ou^t  to  insist  upon 
reserving  to  themselves  the  militia,  their  own 
appropjiate  defence,  whichr  the  Cpnstitution,  the 
sacred  compact  between  you  and  them,  has  guar- 
antied for  their  benefit  and  protection.  ' 
'  Mf.  RkEA  observed  that.he  would  not  undertake 
to  shbw  the  relation  which  the  doctrine  of  per- 
petual allegiance  had  to  the  bill  to  authorize  t^ , 
President  to  accept  the  service  of  a  number  of 
volunteers;  but  as  that  doctrine  had  been  ad^ 
van6ed,  J)riQr  to  this  day,  in  this  House,  it  may 
be  proper  to  say  somethijig  about  it,  for^  if  left 
unnoticed,  it-mav-  be  taken  for  granted— ^ what 
wUl  be  said  may  have  some  baring  on  the  ques- 
tion Under  consideration  in  the  ilaanner  it  has 
been  tteated; 

7he  dbctriofe  of  perpetual  allegiance  is  an  ofi*- 
spring  of  the  once  'celebrated'  doctrine  of  the 
divine  right  of  kings;  d  doctrine  which  the  cele- 
brated Firmer  treated  copiously  oT,  about  the* 
time  of  the  celc^ratfed  James  the  Sixth  of  Scot- 
land^ and  First  of  England,  who,  not  content  with 
being  King  6C  England  and  Scotland,  ai^d  in  a 
manner  arbiter  of  Europe,  ip  the  time  of  the 
Great  Henry 'bf  France,  desired  also  to  be  nan- 
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bered  among  the  most  leftrned  tbeologUts,  the 
most  sublime  poets,  and  great  musicians  of  bis 
age;  for  neither  of  which  he  wa^  qualified  bf 
nature,  and  art  could  do  hut  little  for  him.  This 
doctrine  of  divine  right  of  kings,  and  its  offspring, 
"perpetual  allegiance,  wonderfully  flourished  and 
produced  abundance  of  sour  fruit  in  his  tim^  and 
in  tbat  of  his  successors,  until,,  in  the  time  of  the 
second  'jatpes.  the  third  William,  at  the  memora- 
ble battle  of  the  Boyne,  by  a  powerful  argument, 
directed  to  James  in  person,' con rinced  him  that 
the  doctrine  of  the  dirine  rigbt'Of  kings  wa^  not 
tenable;  and,  under  that  impressive  conviction, 
James  fled  to  France;  and  there  remained  reject- 
ing on  the  loss  of  their  kingdoms,  ^he  British 
Parliament,'  in  the  piean  time,'not  believing  the 
doctrine  of  the  divine  right  of  kincs,  enacted'  a 
law  settling  the. crown  of  the  three  Kinsdoms  on 
William  and  bis  amiable  consprt,  Mary,  and 
thereby*  exploded  that  strange  doctrine  The 
notion  of  perpetual  allegiance  ought  to  have 
shared  the  late  of  its* spuripus  parent;  but  it  con- 
tinued to  answer  political  purposes,  and  for  sub- 
ject of  discourse.    .  ' . 

AU  the  nations,  pa  this  earth  compose, one 
family;  sound  reason  and  common  sense  declare 
that  a  man  may  transfer  himself  from  the  family 
of  his  parent  to  another  family,  and  dwell  there-' 
with.  A' man  being  a  citizen  or  subject  of  one 
Government,  and  not  employed  in  the  actual 
service  thereof,  bas  a  natural  and  inalienable 
right  to  transfer  himself  from  that  Qoyernment 
or  nation  to  another;  to  renounce  and  abjure  all 
allie^iance  to  the  Government  he  came  from;  and, 
to  bind  himself  in  fidelity  and  alf^iance  to,  and 
tobecome  a  citizen  of  the  pation  ofhis  choice,  in 

Pursuance  of.the  laws  of  the  Governmepl thereof, 
r  the  doctrine  ^ f  perpetual  allegiance  be  trqe, 
what  sball  be.said  lor,  or  1n  what  condition  are 
th^y  who  have  emigrated  from  tbe British  domin- 
ioqs  to  tbe  Udited  States  since  the  Treaty  of. 
Peace  ?  If  this  doctrine-  be  true,  they  continue 
to  be  British  subjects,  notwithstanding  |hey  have 
been  naturalized,  and  have  bound  themselves  by 
solemn  oath  in  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 
To  which  of  the  two  nations  or  Governments  do 
they  belong  t.  In  tt^i«  case  there  i»  nochQice, 
and  like  all  other  claims^  the  eldest  must  tat^,  if 
the  doctrine  alluded  to  be  true.  Are  we  pre- 
pared to  surrender  the  principle aiid. all  the  men 
alluded  to?  I,  said  Mr.  R.,  am  not;  many  of 
these  men  are' well  known  to  me— they  are  good, 
citizens,  and  prepared  to  vindicate  tb^  rights  of 
their  adopted  country.  .  But  this,  doctrine,  to- 
gether with  its  spurious  parent,  *'the  divine  right 
of  kings."  is.  banished  .and  driven  from  th^se 
United  States.  In  the  efghih  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constuution,  it  is  provided  that 
"  Congress  shall  have  power  to  establish  an  uni- 
fofm  rule  of  n&turaiizaiion."  Thi&  power  denies 
perpettjal  allegian.ee — the  princij^es  of  perpetual 
allegiance  and  naturalization  are  repugnant  to, 
and  inconsistent  witfi  each  oth^r;  if  one  be  ri^ht, 
tbe  other  is  not.  The  Constitution  of  tbe  Umted 
States. is  paramount,  and  the  supreme  law,, and 
tbe  highest  authority,  and  aommands  all  resp^t 


and  ol^ervance ;  it  has  humanely  provided  a 
resting  place  fot  the  wearied  and  oppressed,  and 
secures  it  to  tbem,  being  naturalized. 

The  system  for  raising  i|  force  of  volunteers, 
(taking  into  view  the  original  bill,  and  the  amend- 
ment  offered  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, «n4  othter  propositiops,)  has  assumed  a  pe- 
culiar form,  and  not  being  willing  to  sanction  aay 
principle  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  will  beat 
against  the  sovereignues  of  tbe  individual  States, 
I'will-vote,  said  Mr.  R.,  agdinst  the  amendmenu 
now  offered.  The  Constitution  acknowledges 
two  s'pecies  .only  of  military  force — the  militia, 
and  a  regular  army^  The  Constitution  empow- 
ers the  President,  by  and  with  tbe  advice  and 
consent  of  tbe  Senate,  to  appoint  and  commtssioa 
all  officers  of  a  r^egular  army.  To  tbe  States, 
respectively,  is  reserved  tbe  power  of  appoiotiog 
and  giving  commissions  to  all  officers  ol  the  mil- 
itia. Where  the  Constitution  b^s  filled  4bis  bosi- 
aess,  there  let  it  remain.  So  long  as  it  remai!is,| 
the  individual  State^  in  their  sovereign  capaci- 
ties, if  they  be  true  to  themselves,-  have  aotbiog 
to  fear  from  the  designs  of  any  usurping  miruarf 
chief.  If  the  President  be  authorized  to  accept 
the  force  in  the  mft^ner  contemplated,  a  direction 
to  that  force  will  be  giveii.  If  tbe  bfli  under  con- 
sideration in  the  form  it  now  has,  shall  become  a 
law,  and  will  not  sufilcientiy  answer  the  design 
originalTy  intended  by  it,  that  defect  can  be  rem- 
edied by  a  bili  properly  fitted  and  detailed  for 
that  purpose. 

The .  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Bacon's 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  it  was  negatived, 
there  being  five  votes  oiily  for  it.  | 

The  ^question  was  then  taken  on  tbe  amend- 
ment, and  negatived,  there  being,only  nine  votes 
in  favgr  of  it. 

Mr.  PicKENB,  moved  to  -strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  in.  order  to  insert  the  first  seciioo! 
of  the  bill  first  reported ;  which  motion  was  neg- 
atived, there  being  only  ten  votes  for  JL 

TheCoqamittee then  rose, reported  the biUand 
amendments,  and  the  House  a^outned. 

TuesDAT,  January  14.  . 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claiox 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Peter  Mills,  refer- 
red to  them  tbe  twenty-ninth  of  November  last; 
which  was  colicurred  in  by  the  House. 
JUDGE  TOUL^fN. 

Mr.  JoBNaoN  and  Mr.  Poindsxter  presented 
sundry  documentar  in  refutation  of  the  charges 
contained  in  ihe  presentment,  by  the  Grand  Jorf 
of  Baldwin  county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 
against  Harry  Toulmin;  which^were  read,  aod 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  twenty-first  ultimo,  pn  the  letter  from 
Cowles  Mead.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  ine  Mississippi  Territory,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  the  abave^mentioned  preseatmeot. 

Mr.  Rh£a  moved  tbat  the  select  committee,  to 
wbpm  was  referrfsd  the  presentment  against  Judge 
Toulmin,  be  discharged  from  a  further  consider^ 
ation  ol  tbe  subject,  as  avery  member  who  had 
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heard  tlie  representatipa  ,read  to  ibe  House  this 
moraiog,must  be  coQvmced  that  the  chafes  made 
against  that  geotlemaa  were  entirely  without 
foaodatioD ;  and  that  he  had  acted  the  part  of  an 
Qpright  man. 

Mr.  PoiNO£ZTfift  was  of  opiolon  that  the  char- 
p  broagbt  against  the  Judge  were  DOt  onl^  uo- 
foooded,  but  that  they  proce^ed  from  corruption ; 
bot  he  hoped  the  committee  would  not  be  dis- 
charged, as  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Judge, 
ia  which  he  sajr^  he  shall  be  able  to  transmit  such 
eTidence  as  will  convince  every  man  that  tbe 
charj^es  hare  no  fouodatioQ.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  papers  would  remain  referred,  thkt  a  report 
might  be  made  upon  the  subject  Which  would 
let  the  matter  in  a  proper  iigbt  to  th?  world. 

The  motion  to  dischar^  t^e  committee'  was 
oagatired. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

The  House  then  took  up  tbe  order  of  the  d|ty 
OD  the  bill  for  authorizing  the  President  to  accept 
of  a  rolanteer  corps.     '        . 

Mr.  Gholson  felt  great  difficulty  in  deciding 
upon  tbe  bill  before  the  Committee.  He  was 
concerned  to  be  obliged  to  differ  in  opinion  from 
geotlemen  for  whom  he  entertained  the  highest 
fopecU  He  coincided  in  sei^iment  with  the 
^otleman  from  Keniucliy  as  to  the  efficiency  of 
I  volunteer  army.  No  one  ^had  more  con^dence 
in  ToloDteers  than  he  should  have.  He  beHeved 
i  lo  be  that  description  of  force  which  might  be 
nost  rehed  upon.  But,  in  organizing  this  force, 
feierehce  ought  to  be  had  to  the  object  proposed 
«  be  accomplished  Jby  it,  and  it  ought  to  be  as- 
Jtttained  whether  this  force  be  equal  to  the  at- 
Juninent  of  jt. 

Can  this  force  he. employed  against  Canada,  or 
0  the  redi^ctioD  of  duebeo  ?  He  could  not  say 
°*t  it  could,  with  confidence,  because  he  felt  a 
wolty  in  deciding  the  question.^  He  did  Aot 
iKe,  iQ  the  prosecution  of  so  important  sn  ob-. 
^(,  to  employ  means  of  doubtful  Construction. 
mid  it  not  con>portmorfe  with  propriety,  and 
ae  interest  of  the  country,  tp  employ  a  force 
t^ioet  which  no  objection  could  be  made,  and 
»pecting  which  no  one  could  be  mistaken  ?  He 
bought  It  would.    - 

"  appeared  to  himthat  the  General  Govern- 
lent  bad  power  to  call  out  the  militia,  in  the 
iree  cases  mentioned  in  the  Constitution,  only ; 
od  no  one  can  say  this  volunteer  corps  is  a  reg- 
lar  force,  because  its  officers  are  to  be  appointed 
f  the  govemmcnU  of  the  several  States.  It  is, 
^erefore,  esseptialiy  a  militia  force,  and  cannot 
•  employed  beyooci  the  limits  of  the  United 
^tes«  He  had  notf  however,  formed  an  opinion 
itirely  satisfactory  to  himself ;  but  he  was  in- 
loed  to  believe  this  force  could  not  be  eoiployed 

a  foreign  war.  If  it  can,  the  power  must  be 
ri?ed  constructively  from  some  Other  clause  of 
p  Constitution. 

Under  the  authority  given  to  repel  invasion,  he 
Pposed  these  volunteers  might  cro$s  the  boun- 
'y  line  in  driving  off  an  enemy  who  had  in- 
ded  tha  country.    Bat,  it  has  been  contended 


by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
ChbVes)  that  the  sovereign  power  given  to  Con- 
gress to  declare  war,  includes  in  it  the  power  of 
using,  th^  whole  physical  force  of  th&  tjlovern- 
ment  for  this  purpos^.  Bi^t  this  i^a  doctrine  of 
construction,  and  he  well  recollected  the  expres- 
sion of  a  venerable  gentleman,  who  now  holds  an 
eminent  place  in  th^  courts  of  this  country,  that^ 
"  it  was  better  not  to  execute  a  positive  power 

fiven  by  the  Constitution,  than  to  foroe  one  of 
oubtful  construction."  The  Bank  of  the  United, 
States  had  its  origin  in  cpnstruction,  anB  so  had 
the  alien  and  sedition  laws ;  and  if.  this  doctrine 
of  ^construction  was  to  be  extended,  in  the  man- 
ner contended  for,  from  th^  power  given  to  Con- 
gress to  make,  war,  Congress  would  become  om-. 
nipotent.  There  would  be  no  limitation,  to  its 
powers. 

Mr.  G.  said,  in  construing  thaCoiistiiution,  we 
ought  to  examine  its  several  parts,  and  not  give 
one  part  of  it  a  construction  tbat  WiH  destroy 
other  parts.  Every  part  must  have  given  to  it  ita 
premier  force  and  meaning,  and  no  more.  ^  Con- 
gress shall  haye  power  to  raise  and  support  ar- 
mies;" Where  is  the  necessity,  therefore,  of 
Resorting  to  construction  for  naore.  pfower  1  If 
they  have  troops  and  money, 'these  are  sufficient' 
for  carrying  on  war. 

But,  It  seems,  we  are  to  go  to  war^  not  wi»h 
the  means  given  to  us  by  the  Constituuon,  but  by 
mesans  of  a  volunteer  foroe,  a  mtUta  fo^oe,.  a  Stiite 
force,  over  which  Coneress  has  no  proper  contr(>l, 
except  in* certain  specified  cases.  Iiideed,  if  thi^ 
corps  were  to  be  marched  under  the  authority  of 
Congress,  the  State;s  would  have  the  power  of 
disbanding'them  whenever  they  thought  proper, 
bv  revoking  the  commissions' of  their  officers. - 
This  would  place  the  United  States  in  a  sit- 
uation which  was  never  <;onterapfated  by  tbe 
Cramers  of  the  Qonstitution.  Th^y  meant  tbat  • 
Congress  should  make  war  with-  troops  of  their 
own  raising,  and  whicb  shoi^ld  be  under  the  coa»- 
mand  of  officers  appointed  by  the  B^ecuti^e. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  should  rote  for  this  bill,  becaote, 
thoogb  he  considered  the  force  in  (be  light  of  a 
militia  force  oniy^  it  woukl  leave  the  whole  of 
the  armv  nt  liberty  <o  march  against  the  enemy. 
But  be  had  no  ^x{>ectation  that  the  additional 
troops  would  be  raised  in  time.  The  first  onset 
ought  to  be  made  with  volunteers,  to  be  seconded 
'by  the  regular  force  of  the  country. 

.Mr.-G.  concluded  with  moving  an  amendokent 
to  strike  out  the  secohd  section  of  the  bill. 

The  Speaker  declared  the  amendment  out  of 
order,  adding  that  the  gentleman  might  come  at 
his  object  by  voting  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  SffliLiB  agreed  with  th^  gentleman  from 
Virginia  in  one  Wiin^  that  this  force  m^st  be  re- 
lied on  in  the  first  Instance,  and  he  was,  -there- 
fore, in  favqr  of  it.  Bujt  the  question  is,  now, 
whether  we  shall  h^ven  regular  force  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  men,  or  if  fifty  thousand  of  them 
-sha^l  be  volunteers  ?  He  had  voted  against  the 
Proposition  for  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  States, 
because  he  did  not  wish  the.  House  to  decide  that 
quettien  at  present.    But  the  geatiemaa  from 
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Virginfa  $ays  the  States  might  withdraw  these 
troops  at  a'critical  moxneut.  Can  the  gentleihaD 
supppse  such  a  state  of  things?  Does  he  con-. 
sider.the  natare  of  the  Governmient  under  which 
we  act?  All  power  is  in  the  people.  We- can 
neither  raise  men,  nor  go  to  war  without  their 
consent ;  and  if  it  shonld  ever  happen  that  a  war 
should  be  commenced  cpntrarjr  to  the  opinions  of 
the  State  governments,  olr  the  people,  ii  would 
hftve  to  be  i^bandoned  in  disgrace. 

Mr.  Bleecker. — Mr.  Speaker^  I  i^  prepared 
to  Tote  fqrthe  bill- on  our  table,.  As  it  id  now 
framed,  it  seemd  to  be  wholly  free  from  the  Con- 
stitutional question  which  has  been  discui^sed  here 
for  some  days.  But  as  it  appears  from  the  obser- 
vations just  bow  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Gholson^)  that  oUr  votes  on  this 
bill  will  still  haVe  reference  to  that  question}  and 
as  I  do  not. perceive' that  they^^will  show  our  in- 
dividual impressions  on  a  subject  of  so  much  fm- 
portance  aid  interest^  I  avoiltnyself  of  this  occa- 
sion, to  express  my  disapprobation  of  the  doctrine 
which  has  been  maintained  with  great  ability  aiyi 
ingenuity  respecting  the  power  of  this  Govern*- 
ment  over  the  militia— ra  power,  utterly  incom* 
patible  with  the  xlesign-  andpifomioent  featu/es  of 
the  Constitution — a  power,  compared  with  which 
the  horrofsrof  the  French  conscription  are  mercy, 
and  drea'dfuias  the  leviesen  mizaee  of  those  whom 
we  call  tyrant^  of  Europe^  When  the  existence 
of  9(ich  a  power  in  the  Qeneral  Government  is  seri- 
ously contended  for,  and  when  It  is  stated  on  this 
fldor  that  it  is  believed  that  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the.  U.olted^  States  is  bf  opinion  that  such  a 
power  is  conferred  by  thie  Con:ititiUion,  it  certain- 
ly behooves  us  to  express  our  sentiments  re^pect- 
inffit.  * 

When  the  ffentleman  from  South  Ciiralina, 
(Mr.  Chevcs,)  onT  Saturday,  contended  for  this 
power,  my  faculties  were'for.a  moment  confound- 
ed by  the  novelty  and  strangeness  of  the  doctrine, 
•the  talent  ai)d  ingenuity  wirti  whieh*it  was  tirged,' 
ajE^d  the  high  authority  which  was  suppojsed  to  be 
in  favor  of  it.  The  knowledge  of  the  most  fami- 
liar maxims,  principled,  and  rules  of  constfuifction 
failed  mie;  and  to  discover  ^yhether  I  had  com- 
pletely misunderstood  the  provisions  and  charac- 
ter of  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  the  poinl  in 
question,  I  left  the  House  during  the  debajte  to 
examine  the  valusrble  commentary  oti  it^  of  which 
it  has  been  justly  and  elegantly  saitl  that  *'  it  com<^ 
presses  the  wisdom  of  ages,  tmd  pours  original 
light  on  the  science  of  government.'^  BiK  in  the 
letters  of  Publiut  I  could  find  nothing  like  this 
new  exprosition.  After  a  little  reflection,  hovi^ever, 
on  what  had  b^n  Urged,  no  argument  was  left 
onmy  mind  iilr support  of  this  strange  doctrine, 
but  the  argji^ment  ad  verecundiam — and  the  autbo^ 
rity  and  influence  of  name  andf  talent. 

1  hardly  know,  ^ir,  how  to  make  an  argument 
'  on  such  a  subject.    It  is  so  plain  to  my  mind,  that, 
but  for  the  singular  skill  and  ingenuity  of  the  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  Ubeves,)  I  should  have  supposed  it 
utterly  unsu^eptible  of  jiiscussion. 

^ut  what  is  the  ground  on  wJiich  he  relies? 
He  toys  Congre^  have  the  power  to  declare  war  $ 


that  this  power  is  national  and  sovereign  in  its 
nature,  thaJt  it  involves  all  the  consequences  of 
war,  and  the  means  of  carrying  it  on. 
'  Let  us,'fbr  a  moment^  look  at  the  ConstttatioD. 
Is  not  its  prominent  feature  a  delegation  by  the 
States  or  by  the  people  of  specific  powers  to  the 
General  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
the  ends  and  objects  of  the  confederation  ?   These 

f)o wers'  are  clearly  and  precisely  defined.  Id  re 
ation  to  the  subject  before  us,  we  have  first,  the 
power  to  declare  war.  And  what  does  this  con- 
fer? Surely,  nothing  more  than  the  riffht  tode 
termine  the  question  of  wat  or  peace.  It  wasio- 
teiided  that  this  should  be  a  matter  of  national 
concern,  that  no  State  should  individually  engage 
in  war.  \)\ix  that  a  subject  of  such  importance  and 
general  interest  should  belong  to  the  Legislature 
of  the  Union.  .The  terms  of  this  grant  m"  power 
do  not  include  the  means  or  mode  of  carrying  on 
war.  For  this  there,  are  other  distinct  precise 
powers.  They,  immediately  follow  thepou'etto 
declare  war.    Wha^  are  they  ? 

To  raise  and  suppoVt  armies,  dbc ; 

To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy; 

To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regok- 
tion  of  the  land  and  naval  forces. 

Next  comes  the  power — 

To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia,  to  exe- 
cute the'taws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  inYasions. 

'  The  means  of  carrying  on  the  war,  are  express- 
ly and  directly  granted,  and  of  consequence  eaii- 
no^t  be  included'm  the  power  to  declare  war.  This 
would  be 'inconsistent  with  6  very  ru^e  of  interpre- 
tation and  the  whole  complexion  of  the  Consiita- 
tion.  Why  attempt  to  get  anything  by  implica- 
tion ?  Why  resgrt  to  construction,  where  yon 
have  an  express -grant  of  power. 

The  only  power  granted  with  respect  to  tbe 
use  j^ou  can  make  of  the  miUtia  fof  wariike  pm^ 
poses  is,  to  provide  for  calling -them  out  to  repel 
invasiotf.  Vou  have  uo'powers,  air,  but  those  del- 
egated— all  otfhers  are'  reserved  to  the  peopte  or 
the  States.  With  nsfkci  to  thrmilitia,  you  hare 
no  .power  hut  fo  call  theiii  out  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Uniop,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  ia- 
vasions.  You  can  command  their  services  in  do 
other  cases,  for  you 'have  no  power  but  what  is 
expressly  granted.  The  right  to  use  the  militiij 
^nd  to  march  them  out  X)f  the  United  States  ^ 
the  purphse  of  active,  offensive  war,  is  not  grail- 
ed-^therefore'yott  hafve  no  suoh  right.  Can  anf- 
thing  in  the  world  be  plainer?  It  requires Doa^ 
gumeat.    He  that  runs  may  read  it 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  discussion  on 
the  question  of  the  constitutionality  pf  the  Bank 
of  the  United. States.  Thai  subject  affords  me  an 
illustration  of  thesubject  now  under  debate,  which, 
if  it  is  understood,  1  think  must  be  satisfactory. 
It  was  con  tended  by  the  advocates  of  the  Bank, 
that  the  Federal  Gbvernmctet  was  sovereign  as  to 
all  the  objects  for  which  it  was  instituted,  and  tl»t 
,  a  sovereign  po#er  includes  a  right  to  all  the  meat^ 
applicable  to  the  attainment  oT  the  ends  for  wbieh 
the  power  was  given.  The  Bank  was  supp<wed 
to  be  one  of  these  means.    But,  sir.  suppose  tiiat 
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amoDg  the  powers  of  Coa^ress  eautaerated  m  the 
CoQstJtatioD,  thf re  bad  b^n  a  power,  to  incorpor*- 
ate  a  bank  for  a  specific  aDd  limited  purpose,' 
woold  Congress  have  bad  the  power  to  institute 
a  bank  for  aof  other  purpose  than  tha(  specified  ? 
Certainly  not,  sir ;  the^  could  have  been  do  der 
bate  about  such  a  question.  The  case  supposed 
aod  the  one  before  us  ace  perfectly  parallel.  Con- 
«[ret8  would  have  had  power  to  incorporate  a  hank 
ht  the  specific  purpose,  but  eotild  not  have  esti^b-^ 
lishedaof  other  bank,  for  any  other  purpose,  or' 
with  a  sphere  of  operation  different  ffoqi  that  pre- 
scribed. So  here,  they  .can  require  the  service  of 
the  militia  in  the  three  specified  ^caces,  aad  in  no 
other. 

fiot  another  consideration  is  pressed  witd  great 
eoafidence.  It  is  said  that. the  power  given  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Constitution,  *^  to  proviSfe  for-oalling 
out  the  inilitia  to  eieoute  the  laws  of  the  (/niotf,\ 
suppress  insurrectipns,  and  repel  iavapioins,^'  has 
refeittoce  to  a  state  of  peaces  that  the<  .invasion 
of  our  territory  does  not  necessarily  suppose  a 
state  of  war,  and  that  writers  on  i^tion^l  and  pub- 
lic law  speak  of  invasion  as  an  event  distin.ct 
from  war.  I  have  not  had  an  opportUbity*  td  ex- 
amine books  on  the  subject ;  but  to  me,  invasion, 
the  term  used  in  the  Constitution,  is  a  plahi  Eng- 
lish word.  It  is  possible  that «  hostile  ioeursion 
oq  our  territory  m^ay  not  always  amount  lb  or  be 
coincident  with  a  state  of  war;  but  invasion  .must 
in  moat  instances  amount  fo  war.  Is  it  not  in  it- 
self in.almo«t  every  instance  a  positive  uoequivo- 
esl  act  of  war  ?  It  is  i>ot,  however^  enough  for 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  show  that  ipmsion 
may  exist  without  war.  "to  bear  hittt  out  in  this 
psrt  of  his  arguoaent,  he  must  .satisfy  us  that  in- 
rasion  is  necessamy  and  always  an  ev^nt  distinct 


from 


war}  for  if  it  may  be,<:omcidetit  with,  wair, 


if  it  cab  id*any  case  be  itself  an  act  of*  War,  then 
the  Constitution  has, provided  that  in  that  event 
of  a  war  the  militia  may  b^  called; out ;  and  hav- 
ing pmvided  for  that  psCrticuIar  ease,  Copgresscan 
have  no  fight  to  call  them  put  for  any  other  war- 
like purpose.  This  part  of.  the  firgaipent  on  tl^e 
other  side,  therefore  wholly  fails.     , 

The  power  eontended  for,  is  certfiioly  iaeoasie- 
teot  wHh  the  iesigQ  of  the  framers  of  the  Consti^ 
totioB.  It  was  intended  that  ]the  States  should 
reserve  to  themselves  (except  in  the  thcee  cases 
li'ecifiedjihe  militia,  as  t^heir  ^own  peculiar  mili- 
tary force.  This  was  wise;  and  it  is  happy  for 
OS  that  the  ConstittKion  is  so  framed.'  A  regalar 
army  alone  is  fit  for  active  ofifeneive  war.  -  The 
militia  may  be  useful  in  repelling  stidden  inya- 
fioBS;  they  may  be  the  beat  force  for  suppressiiig 
iotorrections,  and  ejoforeing  the  executiop  of  the 
^wtf,  becapse  they  are  less  odious  to  the  pepple 
than  regular  troops.  But,  sir,  it  would  be  extreme- 
ly inconvenient^  as  well  as  incompatible  with  the 
pnneiples  of  the  Constitution,  thi^t  the  General 
Oovernmenx  should  carry  on  war  "by  means  of  the 
militia.  The  commissions  o(  the  officers  depend 
on  State  authority— Ihey  may  expire  torday  or  to- 
morrow—yon know  not  when;  and  when  you 
were  out  on  an  fmpoirtant-  expedition  with  jFour 
militia  Arnfry,  the  authority  of  its  officers  might 
12th  Con.  1st  S£88.-r-25 


cea^e.  There  is  another  objection— ^ the  .Constitu- 
tion provides,  that. all  officers  who  serve  the  Uni- 
ted States,  (except  in  the  three  cases  in  wliich 
the.  militia  may  be  called  out,)  shall  be-appoioted 
by  the  Presidentiind  Senate;  but  if  the  exposition 
now  urged' be  just, *and  the.  militia  ^may  be  used 
for  the  purpose  oT  ofifei^ive  war,  the  ][Jnited  iStates 
would  nave  officers  in  their  service,7n  th^ir  wars, 
not  appointed'by  the  authority  to  which  the-Con- 
$tituttoB  hba  giten  the/  right  of  appointment' '  li 
^as  wisely  provided  that  the  President  and  Sehr 
ate  should  be  responsible  fof  th6  eharaoter^afid 
qualifications  of  the  officers  c/the  United  States. 
But,  sir^  the  eonstructioa  now  set  up,  would,  hi 
this  respect, ^defeat  this  wholesome,  provision. 
This  constrqctioiT,  sir,  is  to' roe  entirely  new.  The 
opponents  of  the^Coiistitution  ^re  alarmed  b)r 
the  power  enabling  Congress  to  call  oi^t  the  mili- 
'  tia;  for  the  purposes  mantioned  in  the .  Coi^tii- 
tion.  •  They  complained  that  it  was/very  hard 
that  Congress  should  have  tfa%  power  to  order  the 
militia  fronv  one  ^xtreqaity  of  the  Union  to  the 
other;  to  execute  the  laws. or  suppress  insurreo** 
tions.  But,  I*  believe  th^t  no^the  le^'st  hint  of  the 
piower  to  call  them  put  for  the  purpose  of  offen- 
sive or  for^igi)  war^ can.be  fbood  in  atfy  of  tb« 
defbatesor  politicalAWritipl^s  which  thef  Cooajtito- 
tion  occasioned. 

I  was  ^iuch  instructed'  yesterday  by  the  judi- 
cious observations  made  on  thi«  subject  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  C>Hrolida,  (Mr.  Maoon.)  .  He  ' 
supposes,  if  I  understand  him  correctly^  thiU  the 
United  States  may  obtain  thovefvice  of 4he  wli- 
tia  by  an  agreement,  with-  the  States.  He  says 
that  the  Sfatea  on  entering  into  the  confedecacf 
surrendered. no  powers  but  those  expressly  grants 
ed  to  the  Qeneral  Qorernment.  -  Before  the  con- 
federation, they  had  ipte  right  to  nee  jthemiKtia 
as  they  pleased ;  and  therefore  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman suggests  tbatdthe  Stales  may  now  com- 
bine with. the  United  Stiaies  in'oajTrytngona  war, 
and,  :by  a  compax^t  between  them,'the  inilitia  ma^ 
.serve  in  the  wac.  Tbis.,sir5  may  be  so.  Iwill, 
hoif€verr  submit,  whether  the  e^stonce  of  the 
IStates  m  'their  political  capacity^  eao  be  recog- 
.nised  at  all  for  any  of  the  purposes  t>f  war.  Are 
they  not  la  that  jrespect  aniHhuated.  , 
.  Thefe  was, Mr.  Speaker^ -aqot her  bill. on  oar 
table^  by  which  a  volunteer  corps  was  to  be  raia- 
ed,  w^hoiae  officers  were  to  he  appointed  by  the 
Presideilt.  The  gentlepaan  from  South  Ceroline . 
(Mr,  Cheves). seemed  ta.think  tba^  bill  uneoa- 
stitulional,Miail  read  from  Judge  Tueker's  ^Notea 
on  Black^itpne^s  CQmm^i^tarie8,  an  opinion  if 
which  a  similar  la  wpassed  in  1798,  is  pron\)unced 
a  violation  of  the  uoqstitution,  i  may  err,  iatr, 
for  I  and  sensible  of  the  value  of  Judge  Tu&ket^ 
Commentttry  to  the  Amerioan  lawyer  and  atalea- 
man,  but  1  mqst  be  permitted  to  think  euch^  hw 
perfectly  Constitutiojial^  as  the  troops  raised  bf 
It  would  be  pfficered  by  the  President,-they  would 
be  part  of  the  regular  army.  This  note  of  Jjudfle 
Tucker  .was  probably  written  hastily,  and  WitV 
out  much,  cpnsideratiop.  The  volunteer  corps 
contemplated  hj  the  j>resent'bill^  however,  will 
be  a  m<^re  militia4    As  auoh,  I  vote  for  it. 
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.  Mr.  Rodman  mored  to  amend  the  bill,  bf  add- 
ing the  word  militia^  so  as  to  read  volurUeer  rhxLi- 
tia  farce. 

Mr,  FiND^E7. — Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  opposed  to 
the  motion  of  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Rodman.)  to 
insert  i\\€  term  jnilitia  into'  this  bill.  It  is  not 
used  in  either  the  bill  or  in  the  title  by  the  Coih- 
mittee  ^f  Foreign^  Relations,  nor  ought  it  to  be 
introduced.  The  milkia,  zander 'different  names 
in  different  countries,  are  ^ch  inhabitants  as  are 
always  obliged,  for  the  general  .protection,  to  obey 
the  call  of  th^  CtovernmeiK  made  aaeordtng  to 
law,  or  to  be  punished  for  not  doing  aob  '  They  do 
Dot'serve  as  volunteers,  but  are  under  an  indispen- 
aable  obligation.  This  principle  arises  from  the 
law  of  nati^re,  under  which  it  is  every  man's  duty 
to*  protect  himself;  on-ent^rint^  into  political  so- 
ci^,  he  hasa  rigfai  to  the  protection  «f  the  Society. 
*To.  contribute,  to  Ibis  protection,  erery  member  of 
the  society  is  under  a  moral  pbliffation  to  do, it  in 
the  manner  ^resciribed  by  law.  This  law  consti- 
tutes what  in  this  country  and  in  Britain  is  called 
a  militia,  in  France  a.-  epnscriptfon,  and  in'Other 
nations  by  other  names.}  but. in  all  nations,  it  is 
totally,  distinct  from  volunteers.  All  men  wjio 
enlist  of  their  awn  free.wlU  into  a  regular  army, 
are  .volunteers  in  doing .*o.  ^In  .Britain,  it  is  vol- 
unteers tbat  are  by  the  recruiting  officers  tnvited 
at  the  drum-head  to  enliat..  Tbe  only  difference 
between  the  regular,  army  directed  to  be  raised^ 
and  the  volunteers  propbscd  in  the  hill,  is  the  dif- 
ference in  the  terpus  on,  and  time  for,  which  they 
engage;.. but  when  they  ate  call^  into  service 
agreeable  to  therr- voluntary  engagements^  they 
are  both  qoalifted  for  every  purpose  of  war,  and 
they  are  equally  distinct  from  militia*. .\ 

Mr.  Speaker, I  had  made-up  my  mind  to  vote 
for  the  bill,  though  I  would  have  preferred  that 
which  haa  beeh  laid  aside  as  the  simple  eind  best 
auited  to  the  obiect  propose^.  -  Presuming  that 
the  choice  of  their  own  officer/i  is  a  characteristic 
difference  between  the  volunteers  and  the  enljsted 
regiments,  the  signing'  of  coranussipns  ia  little* 
more  than  matter  of  form,' but  a-  necessary  form;; 
if  it  even  answered  bo  other  purpose,  it  is  nedto- 
aary  to  procure  suitable  treatment  and  ezch^nflf^ 
tq  such  oncers  as  may  have  the  misfortune  to  be 
takeo ;  and  evenr  fgt  this  purpose;  their  being 
mgned  by  the  President  would.be  ihost -conve- 
nient ;  bat,  wheihet  th)e  ofllcers  be  commissioned 
by  the  President  or  the  States,  as  soon  as  the 
volunteers  'bring  themselves  under  the  engage- 
ments proposed  in  the  till,  they  are  ^q  Ipng^  a 
militia,  but  are  as  ranch  qualified  for  the  service 
ao  much  spoken  o^  as  the  regular  troops,  k  is 
with  this  view  that  I  will  vote  for  /be  bHL  So 
many  dbubu  have  been  started  on  the  floor  of  the 
]tower  of  Congress  to^empjoy  the  militia  out  of 
the  Territories  of  the  United  Sietes,  Chat  it.may 
be  .improper  to  attempt  ic  Admitting  as  an 
amendmeut  the  term  '' mtlitia,'' could  not  make 
theyolonteers,  ^hen  engaged,  lo  he  such.  The 
militia^ as^efined  by  the  militia  law^ still  remain, 
liable  to  the  call  of  the  United  Stat^,  or  of  the 
individual  States,*  either  ip  classes  or  inyma€(s, 
as  occaaionr  may  require.    The  volunteers  pro- 


posed by  the  bill,  I  take- to  be  Intended  to  aid  the 
more  permanent  army,  or  to  supply  the  waat  of 
it  for  internal  defence,  Dr  offensive  operations,  u 
the  case  may  require.  Their  voltintarjr  eogige- 
ment  distinguishes  them,  from  the  militia,  bat 
does  not  divest  them  of  their  patriotism. 

Mr;  W11.SON  t)bserved,  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  President  to  communicate,  from  time  to  time, 
to  CongresS)  such'  measures  as  h^  shall  j^dge  m- 
cessary  aftd  expedient  ;•  and  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  session,  he  had  recommended  to  Coogren 
to  put  th^  nation. into  a  warlike  attitude;  to  fill 
up  the  present  militia  establishment ;  to  raise  tea 
thousand  additrpaal  troops.  Congress  has  not 
only.4,lled  up'the.old  establish mentj  but  raised 
twenty-five  thousand  ^additional  men.  He  be 
lieved  the  bill  before  the  House  necessary,  as  it 
will  be  a  means  of  bringing  forward  men  from 
the  militia  who  can  most  conVenientlv  leavetheir 
homes ;  po  doubt  thef  will  be  considered  as  rol* 
iinteers  for  the  internal  defence  of  the  eoontrf, 
under  the  pl-ovisfon  Of  the  Oonstitution. 

He  ehouid  be  alarmed  at  the  id^t  of  rauiof  t 
regtdar  force  of  eighty-five  thousand  mea,  when 
the  Executive  had  only  asked  for  ten  thounnd. 
The  House  was  told  the  spirit  of  the  natioa  wis 
up.  He  believed  the  people  wished  the  couotrf 
to  be  put  ip  a  posture  of  defence — in  a  sitoatioa 
prepared  for  Wal'.  He  should  have  been  willing 
ta  vote  for  raising  ten  thousand  additional  troops, 
though-  he  voted  against  twenty-five  thoasand; 
and  he  certainly  should  not  no^  think  of  adding 
fifty  thousand  more  ta  .those  already  granted; 
and  if  the  appointment  of  the  Officers  were  to  be 
placed  in  the  President,  these  volunteers  would 
be  nothipg  different  from  regulaia,  except  as  to 
the  term  of  service ;  and  if  the  bill  were  to  be 
passed'in  this  form,  the  volunteers  would  not  be 
got ;  the  men  would  be  willing  to  engage  toez- 
eoute  the  laWs,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repd 
invasions,  but. not  in'a  foreign  conquest. 

Respecting  the  Wght  of  the  Gkneral  Gpreri- 
ment  to  send  these  volunteers  out  of  the  United 
StM^)  utidfr  the  biUas  it  now  atands,  tbeqnes- 
tion  had  )>een  so  fully  discussed  that  it  was  onne 
cessary  to  add  another  word  to  what  had  beet 
said.  It  was.  to  hiin,  a  }ierfectly  new  idea  that 
Congress'  haa  unf  such  power ;  and  it  was  u 
idea  which  he  could  not  believe  bad  the  leait 
ffondatron  in  the  Constitution. 

Mn  Rooman's  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr,  Ba^on  moved  that  the  t^ord  "fifty"  be 
struck  out  of  the  billv  and  "  twenty"  inserted  ifl 
h»  place.  He  was  of  opinion  with  those  genll^ 
men  who  consider  this  force  as  a  militia  force, 
and  competent  for  domestic  purposes  oolv,  saeb 
as  ere  mentioned  in  the  Constitution.  He  tnooght 
twenty  thoosaiid  men  of  this  description  would 
be  sufficient. for  acting  on  the  seaboard,  maaoiog 
fortifications,  or  repeliing  any  incursions  which 
may  be  made  Jnto  the  country.  Should  this  mo- 
tion be  aifreed  to,  and  the  bill  become  a  law,  he 
would  bring  in  another  bill  for  raising  a  voluoteet 
force  of  a  description  calc«ilated  for  the  object 
Which  all  Wished  to  be  effected.  If  the  present 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  be  would  propose 
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iDOtberia  the  third  seetion,  proridiDg  that  this 
force  shall  notdbe  inarched  out.of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States; 

Mr.  Smilib  hoped  the  amendmoDt  wooM  not 
prevail.  He  wished  the' bill  raight  pass  without 
ameDdmeot.  He  thought  the  regular  force  al- 
ready Toted  was  hirffer  than  could  be  raised.  He 
hoped  the  House  #ould  not  add  anjr  more  to 
tfceiD. 

Mr.  (Kelson  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gentle* 
mto  from  Massachusetts  would  dot  be  agreed  to. 
If  anjTjnan  will  torn  ^is  ey^s  lo  the;,  map  of  th« 
United  Slates,  and  observe  the  extensireness  of 
oor  froDtier,  he  will  be  satisfied  that  twenty  thou- 
«Dd  men  would  be  an  inadequate  forde  for  the 
porpose  of  guardingnt.  Instead  of  reducing  the 
number  of  rolunteers,  he  had  rather  the  number 
tlK)ald  be  one  hundred  thousand  than  ifty  thou- 
sand. 

The  amendment  proposed  to  the  third  section 
of  the  hill  would  be  objectionable,  on  the  ground 
of  its  interfering  With  a  power  helonffiog-^o  the 
fixecative,  as  Commander-in-Chief,  of  directing 
the  employment  of  these  vohinleers  as  he  shall 
ieem  proper. 

Mr.  OauNOT  thought  it  better  to  reduce  the 
BDmber  of  men  to  be  raised  by  this  bill  to  that 
which  would  be  sufficient  for  internal  purposes. 
He  was  of  opinion  with  those  who  considered 
the  militia  as  the  shield  of  the  several  States^ 
Md  the  army  ay  th6  instrument  with  which  to 
Mrrf  on  war.  vlf,  sjiid  he^  inbre  men  Are  ap« 
pfopriated  to  internal  defence  than  are  necessary, 
ft  will  be  flaking  se  many  from  the  effective  force 
intaoded  io  be  raised  by  another  bill  to  go  against 
Caoadaw  He  was  clearly  in  favor  of  volunteers 
for  both  these  objects. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says^  he- 
^  rely  on  the  fifty  thousand  volunteers  propos- 
ed to  be  raised  by  the  bill  as  it  now  stands.  If 
he  eoold  show  that,  these  mea^  or  auy  part  of 
<hem,  could  be  sent  to  Canada,  he  would  lely 
Uponihem  tod:  but  if  this  could  riot  be  shown, 
he  eoald  not  rely  upon  them.  He  was,  therefore, 
for  raising  (wo  descriptions  of  volunteers,  one  foi 
internal  derence^  and  the  otbeii  for  going-  agyinst 
the  British  provinces.  '  He  was  not  afraid  of  this 
^gQlar  force;  they  were. to  be  engaged  for  "k 
thort  period  only,  and  when  that  expired,  they 
^oold  return^home.  Mr.  G.  read  some  extracts 
from  the  speech  of  Cok>nel  George  Nicholas,  in 
[he  Virginia  Convention,  in  su))port  of  what  he 
B>d  advinced.. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  wished-  to  say  a  few  words. 
He  trasted  the  very  few  observatioAs  which  he 
Bid  to  make^  and  which  would  not  have  been 
^^  bat  for  some  remarks  which  had  fallen 
^n  the  genilen^an  from  Tennessee,  would  not 
"^hjeet  him  to  any  charge  of  wishing  to  obstruct 
^  public  business.  After  having  debated  five 
<hiT*  on  the  proposition  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
^'SB  Helations,  he  had  thought,  when  the  vote 
^*B  taken  yesterday,  that  the  ground  of  debate 
^  settled ;  but  he  saw,  to  his  great  surprise, 
^^i^t  any  object  of  foundation,  the  debate  still 
8^ oniony  in  the  same  rouiKl. 


I  see,  too^said  he^  a  dispositionno  diminish  the 
true  defensive  force  Qf  the  States — to  cut  it  dotvn, 
to  whittle  it  away,  so  soon  as  it  is  discovered  that 
it  <;annot  be  used  for  purposes  of  aesfrandfzemeiK 
and  ambition.  -Gebtlemen  are  wUhng.to  diihin- 
ish  as  much  as  yotw  please  the  national  force, 
while  embodied  as  miliria,  to  give  nourishment 
to  the  standing  afmys  to  diminish  as  much  as 
possible  the  defence  ef  (h«  States,  in  order  to 
make  jtheir  attack  on  the  British  provinces ;  but 
we  are  to  rely  upon,  twenty  thousand  militia  only, 
scattered  over  our  vast  frontier,  for  protection  at 
home.  .     .  '  » 

Shall  we -be  told,  that  whilst  this  Bodse  ia 
ready  to  tote  one  hundred  thousand  men  u>  go 
as[ainst  a  foreign  provincd,  they  will  be  satisfied 
with  twenty  thousand  men^^for  our  defence?  Ha 
Woiild  not  even  so  much^as  insinuate  that  the 
Ucak  situation  "of  the  stentleman  from  Tennessiee, 
far  removed  as  he  is  troni  th^  seaooast,  had  any 
influence  upon  his  opinion  in  this  case. 
.  He  had  thought  from  the  argument  of  the  ge»- 
tleman  from  Tennessee,  who  agreed  with  him 
that  these  volunteers  will, be  a  /nilhia  force,  that 
he* would  have  been  for  increasing,  rather  than 
diminishing,  its  amount.  He  had  no  doubt  any 
number  of  men  would  be  found  ready  to  defend 
their  natWe  soil,  though'  not  disposed  to  go  on  ja 
windmill  qiMXotic  expedition  to  Ctuebec 

'Mr.  R.  would  tell  the  gentlemaq  from  Teuner- 
see,  that  before  he  gets  his  volunteers  ready  to 
march  to  Canada— lor  God  knows  they  h^vehad 
■warning  enough— rGreat  Britain  mayi  have  ^ent 
out  a  fleet  with  5,000  men  to'f|alifax.  Who  mav> 
in  fiv^e  days,  reach  s^ipe  of  the  most  vulnerable 
parts  of  our  cduntry,  at  the  niouth  of  the, Hud- 
son, Delaware,  or  Chesapeake,  and  do^  us  incal- 
culable mischief.  Mr.  R.  said  the  President 
Would  not  dare,  bebanse  it  "^ojM.  violate  bis  duty 
to  the  Aation  over  which  he  presides,  |o  aeod  but 
a/nilitiaforce  to  invade,  Canada. 

What !  send  out  an  army  to  invade  «  barren, 
frozen  wilckrnes»— a  coain.iry— 4o  help  ihe  God  I 
(exclaimed  Mr.  R.,)  which,  if  the  British  Minis^ 
ter  Would  make  me.  &•  present  of,  I  wonld  not 
accept. 

He  knew  that  through  the  influence  of  the  ' 
piiblic  prin^  ind  all  those  arts  by  which  the 
publiC'  mind  is  wrought  'Upon,  an  efferv^esoence 
bad  been  produced  throughout  the  country  in 
favor  of;  war  measures,  apd  which  was  ready  to 
fix  an  odium  oh  all  thote  who  are  unwilling  that 
the  gdod  people  of  these  United  States  should  be 
involved  m  a  war  for  the  purpose  of  getting  poe- 
session  of  a  wretched  territory,  filled  with  toriea 
an<^  r^fugees^  who  would  pr^v^  a  curse  to  the 
Unions  hY  bringing  new  forces  and  allies  to  that 

J  arty  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Essex 
unto. 

There  may  be  a  few  persons,  said  Mr.  R.,  who, 
from  the  madness  of  the  times,  may  be  willing  to 
^mb^rk  in  this  business )  but  he  trusted  when  the 
virtiie  and  good  sense  of  the  people  eame  to  re- 
flect upon  the  subject,  that  this  war^fever  would 
subside.  He  would  venture  to  predict  that  in  six 
months  the  whole  would  vanish.  *^ 
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Mt.  R.  was  surprised  at  the  proeess  which  this 
bill  had  ffooe  through.  When 'he  heard  of  sp 
manjr  rewrences  to  the  ConstitatioD  and  other 
amliorities,  it  had  the  appearance  of  an  aUetnpt 
to  find  a  flaw  in  an  indictment,  or,  for  a  high  (ee. 
of  a  set  of  lawyers  endearoring  to  pick  a  hole  in 
some  honest  man?s  will; 

He  had  hoped  we  should  haVe  had  other  eitpo- 
eitiotis  of  national  law  than  suoh  as  had  gone 
forth*  He  concurred  in  Opinion  with  tbo^  gen- 
tlemen who  eonsid^  the  militia  as  the  true  de- 
fence of  the  respective  States  and  the  people,  not 
only  against  foreign  invasions,  but  against  the 
usurpations  of  ih^  Gkneral  Coverument.  That 
the  militia  could  be  seiit  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  to  make  war,  Uever  entered  into 
the  minds  of  George  Mason,  Patrick  Henry; 
James  Madison,  nor  iqto  the  taiind  of  ^ny  other 
emiii^t  friend  or  enemy,  of  the  Cbn^titunon. 

If  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Cuews)  were  to  be  acted  upon, 
sad  the  best  parr  of  the  militia  were  to  be  carried 
out  of  (he  United  States,  thbse  that  we^e  i«& 
mijg;ht  not  be  able  to.  stand  against  any  ttspictng 
chief  who  might  arise  out  of  a  standing 'army  5 
and  our  Ooy^rnment,  which  has  in  it  a  constant 
tendency  towards  hereditary  monarchy,  or  ratbor 
abaoiute  dtepotism,  might  thus  be  crushed  and 
overiurped.  This,  said  Mr.  R.,  proves  the  natu- 
ral death  of  cvory  Qovernment.  Ambition  may 
be  kept  down  for  a  while  by  the  throne  being  oc- 
Co)pded>ya  King  Log  or  a  King  Stork;  but  make 
ai^ilitary despot, and  you  haveno conntervailia'g 
force.  You  slun^ber  on  the  calm  of  ilespotism. 
Create  a<  Governmem  how  yon  will,  a  wise,  man 
has  said,  some  artful  men  Will  uniformly  Obtain 
the  direction  of  it,  and  t»eni>eiuate  it  to  them- 
selves and  their  iatqilies.  Apd  there  exbts  in 
this  Goveivinient,as  there  existed  in  the  Consulur 
€K>v%^ameqt  of  Rome,  and  the  popular  Govern- 
ment of  Athens,  a  predisposition  to  change  its 
Batvre-;  and  it  is  ohly  by  a  sakiatiry  chetik  that 
liberty  -chn  be  perpetuated.  What  is  this  chetfk  ? 
h  it  paper  1  No:  it  is  power;  the  only  thing 
which  can  qualify  it.  You  may  cover  whole 
skiiis  of  parchment  with  limitations,  hut  power 
done  can  limii  power. 

Bflr.  R.  said,  tnat  the  great  and  good  man  on 
whom  the  destinies  of  this  country  deppoded* 
more  than  upon  liny  other,  never  thought  of  this 
BOwer  of  sending  the  militia  out  of  the  country. 
This  qu^tion  was  never  started  in  his  time.  And 
•  ho, desired  gentlemen  fo  look  agatn  throui^h  the 
volume  which  bad  been  introduced,  of  thie  De- 
httes  in  the  Virginia  Convention  on  th«  Consti- 
mtion,  and  they  would  find  nothing  said  of  this 
nondescript  tertium  qutfl  kind  of  force  of  rolun^ 
teett  officered  by  'the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  Constitution  knows  only  two  kinds 
offorcer-^n  army  and  a  militia.  ' 

We  know  what  armiS^  are.'  We  know  that 
this  voltfnieer  corps,  which  is  wished- by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  to  be  sent  but  of  the  Uni- 
t^  States,  cannot  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a 
nrirolar  army.  Publie  jealousy  would  not  be  et" 
«Hed  in  the  same  degree,  in  respect  to  it.    If 


W'ould  remain  amotag  us  without  any  distrost.  Hki 
so  many  spies  upon  the  whcAe  country,  until  the 
Presidential  fiat  should  call  them  forth  like  tbe 
men  of  Cadmus. 

The  bill  provides  tharthe  service  of  these  vol- 
unteers may  be  accepted  in  companies  and  brig* 
ades.  so  that  some  of  the  States  may  be  deprif^ 
of  tneir  natural  Klefence.  He  would  name  tbe 
State  of  Delaware,  fbr  instance.  No  State  wotild 
be  more  exposed  to  be  depredated  upon,  than  the 
gallant  little  State  of  Delaware.  Suppofte  this 
State  should  make  It  tender  of  ten,  or  twenty 
thousand  men ;  and  whilst  they  arc  tnarching  ii 
search  of  foreign  conquest,  theirown  houaes  should 
be  burnt  over  the  heads  of  .their  wives  and  ebil- 
dren!    Would  this  b^  borne  ? 

But,  perhaps,  it  Will  be  said'that  the  Presidttt 
of  the  United  ^tatee  would  have  the  prtidenee  net 
to  accept  of  the  service  of  so  many  men  fromoae 
State^that  he  will  make  a  judicious  selectioe. 
It  is  here  that  the  cloven  foot  of  this  moostreos, 
this  anomalous,  nondescript  fo^ce,  begins  to  show 
itself.  It  gives  to  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States  the  power  to  rally  around  his  person  tn 
^ectiye  disciplined  force,  commanded  byoffieas 
particularly  attached  to  his  person,  to  the  amoQot 
o/thfrty.  thousand  mto,  drawn  from  dtfilhvnt  ptru 
of  the  Union.  Could  a  project  be  deVi^  betta 
calculated  to  enable  an  aspiring)  atnbitious  Proi- 
dent,  to.overturn  the  Constitution  of  thtscoantfy? 
Is  it  not  the  same  kindl  of  force  that  Aaroo  Barr 
(he  asked  pardob  for  rafentioning  his  name,  for 
misfortune  is  entitled  4ofespect)  employed— -Ine^ 
cenaries,  who  hired  themselvesr  for  tf  few  dollars 
or  noggins  of  gin,  to  execute  the  orders  of  their 
chief  I  If  he  were,  however,  to  have'a  master,  it 
mattered  little  -to  him  who  he  was.  Figdre  to 
-yourselves,  said  Mr*  R.,  in  place  of  the  pteseot 
Ohieff  Magistrate,  ati.  ar4ent,  aspiring,  ambitiooi 
character  m  the  Presidential  ohair,  with  a  Swatt- 
wout  or  a  Bollman  for  his  military  clii%f ;  hepskfd 
whether  the  liberties  of  the  (Country,- in> seek  asit- 
uatiod,  would  be  safe?  They  certainly  woald 
not.**  He  wiHild'  sooner  give  the  Goveroineit 
twenty-five  thousand  more  tegular^  than  the 
nondeacript  fbroe  proposed.  ^ 

We  hdd  up  our  hinds  against  the  principle  a 
raising  armies  in  former  times.  We  had  not  thei 
oonstf ued  the  Constitution  to  our  own  porpotfi 
Thisfprc^is  precisely  of  tb«t  kind  of  which  • 
President  of  the  description  which' be  had  mes* 
tionad  would  wish  to  be  possesaed;  and  if  it^ 
thought  in^>ossihle  thait  such  a  character  shodd 
ev^r  get  to  the  (hair,  we  most  have  given  op  all 
our  VieVs  of  human  nature.  Such  a  maa.  wift 
such  a  force,  would  find  no  difieolty  of  tiiroim 
you  ou(  of  this.Hall  and  fixing  bis  heel  apen  foor 
neck.  And  the  CommanderMi^-Chtef  or  such  m 
army,  must  be  a  greater  bungler  than  any  mO 
ought  to  be,  less  versed  ia  political  and  militaif 
tactics  than  can  well  be  supposed,  if  be  doss  B(rt 
conclude  his  Canadian  campaign  by  stepping  iota 
yonder  house.  [Pointing  to  the  residence  of  th» 
President.] 

Mr.  R..6aid  he  had  examined,  with  someatter 
tiooi  the  dpiffions  expressed  by  gentkuien  on  bod 
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wles  of  the  qosstion  io  the  Virgfittk  ConreiMioti. 
He  foi|Qd  not  only  d«  trace  of  the  power  l«tel]r 
•ttempted  to  be  set  up  in  this  Hoase,  but  he  fouad 
similar  fears  expressed  to  those  which  he  enter- 
ttioed  of  a  staodiog  force  and  a  military  chief. 
[Mr.R.i)aQted  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Qeorge  Ma- 
tofisod  others,  delirered  in  the  Virginia  Conjen- 
tioo,  on  the  Constitation,  in  eonfirmalion  of  what 
he  had  advanced ;  and  concluded,  with  a  hope 
that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  Arom  Mas-^ 
saebusetts  would  not  prevail.] 

Mr.  Bacon  proposed  to  varY  his  motion  from 
twentv  to  twenty-five  thousaoa  men^  As  it  waa 
only  three  days  since  the  House  had  passed  a  law 
for  raising  twep ty-fire  thousand  reguW  troops,  he 
hoped  they  should  not  so  soon  have  been  engaged 
in  anv  plan  for  putting  thein  down.  When  we 
ihaJl  oav^  no  further  occasion  for  them,  a  vota  of 
CoQgress  can  put  them  down,  in  the  same  way 
that  they  were  raised.  He  wished  the  present 
force,  to  aid  the  arniy  in  the  internal  defence  of 
theooootry.    * 

Mr.  WinafiRT  was  o(^sed'to  this  ameirdment 
It  was  with  reluctance  that  he  ftt  any  time  disa- 
fftecd  with  his  colleague ;  but  there  is  no  man 
who  does  act  sometime  get  wrong. 

If  the  gentleman  had  considered  that  we  have 
tseaeoast  of  nearly  two.  thousand  miles,  he  would 
acanely  have  wished  to  reduce  the  number  of  these 
Toluateers;  and  why  should  they  be  reduced? 
Thty  will  be  no  expense  until  the^  are  embodied 
for  service,and  it  may  be  necessary,  if  we  go  to  war, 
to  repel  invasion  at  points  which  we  do  not  now 
think  of.  But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
RiNDotPn)  is  afraid  our  small  army  should  over- 
torn  the  Government ;  the  gentleman  surely  does 
not  recollect  that  we  have  a  militia  of  between 
•erea  and  eight  thousand  men,  or  he  would  lay 
fside  his  feara  on  this  head.  It  was  idle  to  talk 
inthiaway.  y 

Mr.  NsLBOif  said,  if  we.  proceeded  ia  this  W)iy, 
ttdeavorinf  to  raise  spectres  from  the  vastv  deep, 
there  would  be  no  end  to  (he  present  discussioDr. 
It  was  his  wish  to  put  the  nation  in  armor ;  and 
he  was  sorry  that,  after  having  been  ten  weeks  in 
ttssien,  a  motion  should  liow  be  made  to  reduce 
the  nnmber  of  volunteers  proposed  to  be  raised  by 
tbisWU,  from  fifty  thousand  to  twenty-five  thou- 
Mnd.  Another  provision  was  intended  to  locate 
the  employoaent  of  this  force.  Mr.  N*  was  op« 
paied  to  giving  this  bill  the  form  of  a  militia  bill. 
He  wished  to  pot  the  nation  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fenee— to  put  on  strong  armor.  He  did  not  wish 
to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  these  troops 
«hallbeused4  because  the  Constitution  has  placed 
this  power  in  other  hands.  It  is, the  province 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  employ  this  force 
ts  he  thinks  proper,  under  his  Constitutional  re- 
sponsibility. When  the  question  of  war  shall 
come  before  the  House,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
detennine-upon  the  partienkr  measures  to  be  pur- 
•ned;  but,  antil  that  question  was  before  him,  he 
skould  pledge  himself  to  no  particular  course.  He 
woald  jook  the  demon  in  the  face  before  he  came 
<o  mpple  with  him. 

had  aaid|  thatit  was  his  object  to  ptit  the 


nation  in  armor ;  and  therefore  he  wished  to  give 
the  Government  an  adequate  fbrce^  He  was  un- 
^ilfiuff  to  call  this  force  a  militia,  because  he  con- 
sidered the  militia  to  be  a  force  which  cannot  be 
seat  without  the  United  States;  it  can  be  em* 
ployed  only  for  the  purpose  prescribed  in  the  Coit- 
stitution.  He  was  one  of  those  who  deemed  the 
militia  to  he  the  bulwark  of  the  States,  and  he 
should  never  be  willing. to  surrender  WJiat  he  con- 
sidered as  a  State  ri^kt.  He  considered  the  militia 
as  intended  to  maintain  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  not  only  against  the  encroachments  of  anv 
foreign  Power,  but,  if  such  should  ever  unhappily 
arise,  against  t|te  usurpation  of  the  General  Got- 
ernment.  It,  was  Aihnecessary  to  enter  into  argu- 
ments in  support  of  this  opinion,  as  it  had  already 
been  made  sufficiently  clear.  He  would  add  only 
one  reason  !to  those  already  stated. 

ff  :the  arguoient'of  the  gentleman  fh>m  South 
Carolina  were  correct,  that  the  power  to  raise  and 
employ  armies,  carries  with  it  all  the  i^ecessary 
powers  to  carry  that  general  |x>wer  into  efiect,  it 
.would  indeed  be  of  vast  magnitude.  Let  us  look 
into  the  sovereign  power  in  other  countries  In 
Great  Britain,  all  the  rights  of  the  people  are 
ceded  ffom  the  C/owo.  It  will  be  i^ecolleeted  that 
the  Barons  obtained  from  Kinff  John  the  gfeat 
Magna  pharta.  and  afterwards  the  Bill  of  Rights. 
The  peopleof  that  country,  then^  have  no  rights  but 
such  as  are. yielded  to  them.  Not  so  with  its.  All 
the  power  which  our  Governments  possess  is  de- 
rived from  the  people,  who  are  the  fountain  of 
power.  The  people  here  make  the  Government, 
and  not  th^  Government  the  people.  They  made 
both/  the  General  and  State  Governmepts,  and 
gave  to  each  such  power  as  they  judged  proper. 

Mr.  N.  thought  a  plain  line  of  demarkation  in 
respect  to  the  powers  qf  Congress,  was  to  be  found 
in  the  6th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion; ^^  Congress  is  to  raise  and  support  armies.?* 
He  acknowledged  this  to  be  a  sovereign,  power ; 
but  if  there  had  been  to  limitation  in  respect  to 
this  power  in  the  Constitution,  he  should  have 
contended  that  Congress  under  this  grant  could 
not  have  exercised  the  saipe  power  oyer  the  mili- 
tia that  is  here  given  them  over  the  army ;  as  all 
power  must  be  ex^essly  given,  otherwise  it  is  re- 
tained by  the  States,  or  the  people:  £fut  the  matter 
is  put  he'vond  doabt,  by  the  clause  which  limita 
the  use  of  the  militia  to  *^  executing  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppressing  insurrections^  and  repel- 
ling invasions."    • 

Congress  is  thus  controlled  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power  given  them  to  raise  and  support  armies ; 
and  the  limitation  of  that  power  implied  a  sub- 
stantive grant  of  power  iti  reaped  to  the  militia, 
without  limitation. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had  been  branded  as  lukewarm 
in  this  business  of  putting  the  nation  in  a  warlike 
^ttitude ;  but  without  causOi  for  he  was  deeidedly 
in  favor  of  taking  ev«ry  necessary  step  for  this 
purpose.  He  considered  the  fifty  thousand  vol- 
unteers proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill  as  an  ef- 
feiKive  force  |  and  the  more  so,  as  it  will  doubt- 
less he  carried  almost  unanimously. 

It  was  to  be  regretted,  that  it  had  gone  tbrotd 
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that  we  are  a  divided  people — that  there  are  citi- 
zens araono:  us  hostile  to  the  Government.  He 
did  not  believe  this  to  be  correct.  The  opinion 
was  fobtered  by  those  who  wished  it  to  be  true; 
but  the  report  had  no  foundation  in  fact.  He 
wished  it  dissipated. 

Mr.  N.  disliked  standing  armies  as  much  as  any  ! 
one;  and  wished  to  avoid  any  measures  which 
might  in  any  way  jeopardize  our  liberties.     If  the 


course  which  the  nation  is  now  about  to  assume,  ,wi,liam   Lowndes,  Aaron   Lyle,  Nathaniel  Ma««, 


had  been  taken  years  ago,  our  present  calamities 
might  have  teen  avoided.  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  regular  force  proposed  to  be  raised,  would 
be  got  in  time.  He  believed  the  volunteers  con- 
templated in  this  bill  would  come  forward  not 
only  as  militiamen,  but  as  regulars,  and  he  con- 
sidered them  as  less  dangerous  in  this  character 


Blackledge,  Hannanus  Bkecker,  Thomas  Bloont, 
Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Robert  Browfi,  Wm. 
A.  Burweli,  WUliam  Butler,  John  C.  Calhotm,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewk 
Condit,  William  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  De> 
sha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Ellas  Earle,  Meshack  Fnnk* 
tin,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  BoUing  Hall,  Obed  HaU,  Jok 
A.  Harpcrj  Aylctt  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  %. 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip B. 
Key,  Abner   Lacock,   Joseph   Lefever,   Peter  Little, 


George  C.  Maxwell,  Thoman  Moore,  Archibald  Mc* 
Bryde,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  ArttDih 
Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiali 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormsby,  WiUiam  Piper,  Benjamin  Pood, 
John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Jdo. 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rod- 


than  the  standing  troops.     They  will  consist  of  i  man,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas   Sammons,  Ebeneier 
the  yeomanry,  or  the  sons  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  j  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybcrt,  Samuel  8htw, 


country,  whose  rights  and  duties  cannot  be  sepa- 
rated from  those  of  their  fellow-citizens;  they 
leave  their  homes  at  the  call  of  their  country ;  they 
do  not  take  up  the  profession  of  soldiers  for  a  sub- 
sistence, and  do  not  remain  long  enough  in  the 
ranks  to  forget  their  wives  and  children;  and 
when  their  services  expire  they  will  return  to  their 
own  firesides  with  the  same  principles  and  feel- 
ings with  which  they  leave  them,  ready  to  defend 
their  respective  States,  with  the  arms  which  they 
have  obtained  in  the  service. 

Mr.  N.  considered  volunteer  militia  as  another 
object.  If  the  President  were  to  call  out  these 
volunteers,  it  would  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
State  to  interfere  with  them.  He  had  formed  an 
opinion  that  the  bill  which  originally  came  from 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  would  be 
most  effectual ;  the  force  would  be  less  dangerous 
than  an  army,  and  more  effective  than  militia. 
This  is  the  kind  of  armor  with  which  he  wished 
to  clothe  the  nation.  He  had  made  these  remarks, 
to  the  end  that  the  House  might  reject  the  proposed 
amendment,  with  a  view  of  afterwards  making 
these  volunteers  the  effective  force  so  much  to  be 
desired. 

Mr.  Porter  said  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  put  the  subject 
in  a  new  point  of  view.  In  order  to  enable  gen- 
tlemen to  act  in  concert,  and  to  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity to  such  gentlemen  as  might  still  wish  to 
deliver  their  sentiments  on  the  occasion,  he  moved 
an  adjournment. 

The  motinn  was  negatived,  86  to  11. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Bigelow,  in 
favor  of  retaining  the  militia  principle  in  the  bill. 
he  again  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  again  lost  44  to  38. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Bacon's  amendment  was 
then  put  and  negatived — yeas  11,  nays  8d,  as 
follows : 

IfKAt— Ezekiel  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
Findlej,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  Gholson,  Felix  Grundy, 
William  R.  King,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Israel  Pickens, 
P«ter  B.  Porter,  and  William  Strong. 

Nats— Willis  Abtoo,  Junior,  WilJMa  Anderson, 
Stevenson  Archer,  John  Baktor,  David  Bard,  Josiah 
BarOett,  Borwell  Bassett,  Abyah  Bigelow^  William 


John  Smilie,  Geo.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stuh 
ford,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tomer,  jr, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitshill, 
David  R.  Williams,  WiUiam  Widgery,  ThomuWil. 
son,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  conenrriogwitk 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  ameD&mts 
reported,  which  was  carried  by  a  large  majoritf. 
It  bein^  late,  the  House  adjourned  without  lakio^ 
a  question  on  the  bill's  being  engrossed  foratbird 
reading. 

Weonesday,  January  15. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  amend  the 
laws  within  the  District  of  Columbia ;  which  wis 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Hou^e  on  Monday  next* 

IMPRESSMENT  OF  AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  CoNDiT  understood  a  gentleman  assafiof, 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  which  had  lately  ttken 
place,  when  speaking  of  the  impressment  of  ov 
seamen  by  the  British  vess^s  of  war,,  that  had  sot 
our  Qovernment  asked  too  much  they  might  kaft 
obtained  redress.  He  therefore  moved  the  fol* 
lowing  resolution,  in  order  to  get  some  inforst* 
tion  on  the  subject : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slik* 
be  requested  to  fiirnish  this  House  with  copies  of  tk 
instructions  heretofore  giren  to  our  Minisler  atLoodii* 
on  the  subject  of  the  impressment  of  Americaa  setMt 
into  the  naval  service  of  Great  Britain,  exoeptingio 
much  as  it  may  be  improper  to  disclose,  on  acoosotif 
any  pending  negotiation* 

Mr.  Newton  saw  no  necessity  for  this  resolo- 
tion,  as  he  l^elieved  all  the  information  whieb  ihj 
Executive  possessed  on  this.subject,  bad  beeoJaia 
before  Congress  and  printed.  He  would  mentiot 
one  circumstance  to  show  that  the  preteoee  w1m» 
Great  Britain  makes  for  the  impressment  of  off 
seamen  is  without  foundation.  Our  right- to  oit* 
uralize  foreigners  is  established  by  oar  GoostitB' 
tion ;  and  if  a  late  publication  of  that  coaotrTi 
**Abbott  on  Shipping,-'  be  referred  to,  it  will  a^ 
pear^  that  any  foreigner  who  shall  remain  ia  to* 
Briu»h  navy  three  yean,  dr  macry.a  wife  InBog* 
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laod,  shall  become  a  subject  of  that  country ;  so 
that  while  they  make  subiects  of  our  citizens,  they 
deny  us  the  rights  of  making  citizens  of  their  sub- 
jects.—Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

VOLUNTEER  C0RP5. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
corps:  and  the  question  recurring  on  engrossi^ng 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  BiGEi^ow  observed,  that  when  he  rose  yes- 
terday, it  was  at  so  late  an  hour,  that  he  feh  uur 
willing  to  detain  the  House  by  stating  in  full  h\s 
objections  to  ihe  constitutionality  of  the  bill.  He 
would  now  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  while 
be  stated  thera  more  distinctly.  He  regretted  that 
be  was  not  better  prepared  ;  that  he  had  not  had 
more  time  to  examine  the  subject  in  a  point  of 
view  which  had  but  recently  occurred  to  bis 
mind. 

Hir  objections,  he  said,  were  Jo  thht  part  of  the 
bill,  which  provides,  "That  where  any  company, 
I  battalion,  rfgiment,  btigade,  or  division  of  militia 
'already  oreaoized,  'shall  tender  their  voluntary 
'service  to  the  United  States,  such  company,  bat-, 
'talioo,  regiment,  brigade,  or  division,  shall  conti- 
'  Due  to  be  commanded  bv  the  officers  holding  com- 
'  missions  in  the  same  /'  that  is  to  say,  they  shall 
act  under  State  commissions.. 

Bf  the  Constitution,  he  said,  but  two  descrip- 
tions of  force  are  contemplated.  It  speaks  of  two 
onl]r^  0i\/e  is  an  army,  or  regular  force,  which  is 
tke  only  proper  force  of  the  United  States,  which 
force  the  Constitution  authorizes  Congress'  to 
raise  when  necessary.  The  other  is  the  militia 
of  the  several  States,  not  of  the  United  States. 
There  is  no  such*  force  as  the  militia  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  they  are  the  militia  of  the  States  to 
which  they  respectively  belonff.  As  proof  of  this, 
be  read  that  clause  in  the  Constitution,  which 
wys,  '*The  President  shall  be  cdmmander^in- 
chiefof  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States 
tod  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States,  when 
called  intothe  actual  service  of  the  United  States.^ 
Thus,  said  he,  the  militia  i^re  by  the  Constitution 
emphatically  irecognised  as  the  militia  of  the  siev- 
eral  States.  .    .  ' 

The  troops,  or,  ^s  they  are  termed,  the  volun- 
teers, contemplated  to  be  raised  by  this  bill^  must 
come  within  one  of  the  above  description  of 
forces.  They  must  either  be.par^  of  the  army-  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  the  militia  of  the  several 
States,  or  they  are  not  a  description  of  force 
authorized  by  the  Constitution. 

Are  ihey^  then,  an  army  or  regular  force  of  the 
United  States-?  He  trusted  no  gentleman  would 
contend  that  a  company,  battalion,  regiment,  dec. 
commanded  by  officers  holding  State  commis- 
sions) were  ^  regular  force  of  the  United  States. 
If  they  come  within  either  of  the  d^scripUons, 
they  must  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  mili- 
tia of  the  several  States,  and,  until  called  into  ac- 
tQil  service,  tinder  the  command  of  the  Execa- 
tives  of  the  States  to  whiohilhey  respectively  be- 
long.   Co^isid^ring  ihem,  then,  aa  militia,  the 


question  is,  can  Congress,  by  law,  constitution- 
ally authorize  a  compady,  battalion,  regiment, 
brigade,  or  division  of  State  militia,  under  4he 
command  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  to  which 
they  belong,  without  first  applying  to  him,  ti> 
transfer  themselves  from  his  command,  and  with- 
out his  ordec  or  consent,  and  put  themselves. un- 
der the  command  of  thie  President  1  He  thought 
not.  You  may  as  well  designate  ^  particular 
company,  regiment,  ^.,  of  State  militia  by  name* 
You  may  as  well,  for  instance,  authorize  the  Pres« 
ident  to  call  into  the  service  of  the  United  Statea^ 
t)ie  first  brigade  of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts, 
without,  the  orders  or  consent  of  their  commander* 
in-chief,  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 
•This  bill,  if  passed  as  it  now  is^  destroys  all  mili- 
tary order  and  subordination.  A  colonel  of  a  re* 
giment  might  as  well  issue  his  orders  to  the  lieu- 
tenant, instead  of  the  captain  of  a  company. 

He  obiter vednhat  be  had  heard  it  stated  aa  a 
faci,  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  late  case, 
issued  general  orders  to  an  inferior  officer  of  the 
army,  and  that  officer,  for  communicating  them, 
without  consulting  his  superior -officer,  was.  ar- 
rested, atid  if  the.  fact  were  sq,  very  J)roperly 
arrested* 

'The3e  principles,  he  said,  were  recognised  by 
Congress  in  1797  and  X798.  In  the  act  of  June 
24,  1797,  authorizing  a  detachment  ojt  the  militia 
from  the  several  States,  the  President, was  em- 
powered to  authorize  the  Executives  of  the  several 
States,  if  they  judged  ivexpedient,  tq  accept  as  part 
of  the  quota  of  the  State,  any  independent  corps 
of  cavalry,  artillery.  Or  infantry,  who  might  vqIua* 
teer  their  services.  The  Congress  of  tmit  day  did 
not  think  of  calling  out  the  miUtia  of  the  several 
States,  but  through  the  medium  of  the  Execu- 
tives thereof,  who,  by  ihe  constitutions  of  the  se- 
veral Slates,  are  their  commander.vin-chief^  until 
they  are  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  By  the  act  of  May  28, 1798,  for  rais- 
ing 1^  provisional  army,  the  President  was  author- 
ized, in  addition  to  the  10,000,  troops  to  be  raised 
by  that  act,  in  the  event  of  a  declaration  of  war 
against  the  United  States^or  of  actual  invasion  of 
their  teirritorv  by  a  foreign  Pbw^r,  or  of  imminent 
danger  of  such  inv^ision  discovered  in  h^  opinion 
to  exist,  to  accept  of  atiy  company  or  companies 
of  volunteers,  either  of  artillery,  cavalry,  or  infan- 
try) and  whose  commissioned  officer^  the  Presi- 
deo;  was  authorized  to  appoint. 

The  fact  is,  said  he^  that  there  is  no  such  de- 
scription of  force  as  volunteeca-;  they  are  not 
kaown  to  the  Constitution..  All  troops  command- 
ed by  officers  commissioned  by  the  President, 
whether  raised  by  individual  enlistment,  or  by 
enlistments  by  companies,  dec,  are  all  reffular?; 
they  are  the  Army  of  t,he  United  States.  If  they 
are  commanded  by  officers  holding  State  commis- 
sions, they  are  the  militia  of  th^  State,  and,  until 
ca^ed  into  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  command  of  the  Executive  o(  the  State 
to  which  they  belong.  If  you  would  call  them 
into  service,  you  must  do  it  through  the  medium 
of  the  Governors  of  the  several  States :  you  cau 
, do.it  in  no  other  way. 
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For  these  reasoos,  h«  said^  he  was  strongly  im- 
pfe6sed  wiib  the  opinioD,  that  the  bUi  wna  alto- 
gether unconstitutional,  and  expi-essed  a  wish 
chat  others  of  more  ability,  and  who  had  paid 
tBore  attention  to  the  subject,  would  investigate  it. 
Mr.  Lacock  holding  an  opiorun  on  the  bill  be- 
fore the  Cpromittee  somewhat  different  from  any 
whieh-he  had  iieard. delivered,' he  would  take  the 
libei'fy  of  expressing  It.  '    ••     " 

^  The  bill  has  assumed  a  shape  which  raakdstha 
forced  to  be  raised  under  it.  a  jnilitia  forcev  The 
officers  and  soldier's  Will  be  3tate  troops;  but 
when  etnbo^'ed  and  in. the 'field,  they  will  bd  a 
component  part  of  th6  Army  of  the  United  States. 
The  bill,  W  first  reported  by  the  Committee  qJl 
Foreign  Relations,  contemplated  the  appo^ntitaei^t 
of  xl\e  officers  of  this  volunteer  corps  by  the  Pr^s^ 
ident  of  the  United  Sit&tes.  This^  it  was  tbopgh^ 
might  pfove  a  danjgerous  patronage  placed  in  the 
President :  the  present  bill  tiacf  been  therefore  in- 
troducTed,  leaving  the  choiceV>f. the  officers  to  the 
several  State  Goterntnents,  or  to  the  people,* 
agreeably  to  the  practice  of  each.  He  tfabught 
this  the  most  desirable  course;  and  h  would  cer-. 
tainly  be  more' agreeable  to  th6  men  to  serve 
under  officers  whom  they  knew,  than  tinker 
strangers^.     ^    * 

Biit,  it  appears,  we  ar^  met  on  .the  ^h^eahold 
with  Constitutional  objections.  Tt  is  said,  that 
when  Ihese  troops  are  raised,  it  will  not  bejn  the 
fyower  of  the  President  to  march  them  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  United  States.  He  thought  this  a 
ques^OD  proper  to  be  determined  by  the  President, 
rather  than  by  this  House.  It  is  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  <]eclare  war,  raise  and  support  armies ; 
tnd  of  the  Executive  to  employ  them:  but.  aa 
ffentlenben  have  offered  opinions  on  this  question, 
Be  would  declare  his. 

The  gentled^an  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Ma- 
con) had  correcWy  stated  what  were  the  rights 
rested  in  the  Sti^te  and  General  Governments ; 
but  he,  Mr.  L.,  drew  diSereat  conclusions  from 
the  fi^ts  which .  he  had  stated,,  f>o;n  what  that 
gentleman  had  done.  He  says,  that  wherever  a 
power  was^laced^befo)r6  iheadoptioirof  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  it  still  remained,  unless  it  was 
taken  away- by  that  instrument;  and  that  before 
the  formation  ^of  the  General  Government^  eaoh 
Stat^  being  sovereign,  had  a  right  to  march  their 
militia  wherever  they  pleased.  But  the  question 
is,  who  hks  at  this  time  this  right  ?  The  Consli- 
tution  gives  to  Congress  the  power  of  declaring 
war,  raising  ai/d  supporting. armies.  .The  war- 
inaking  power  is  expressly  delegated  in  this  sec- 
tion;  and  it  is  besides  declared  '4hat  no  State 
khali  engage  in  war,  unless  actually  invaded/or 
in  such  ii^minent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of  de- 
lay*" T{ie  whole  physical  power  of  the  nation  is 
thus  placed  tinde>thecontrol  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment; and  the  subsequent  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  are  declaratory  of  the  milnner  in 
which  minor  powers  are  to  be  executed  by  Coo- 
eress.  Congiess  is  "  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
^tbe  militia  to  executie  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
^  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions;  to 
*  provide  for  organizing,  ^rmiifg,,and  disciplining- 


'  the  militia;  and  for  gov^^oing  such  part  of  tkem 

*  as  may.be  employed  in  the  servict  of  the  Uoi-. 
^  ted  States,  reserving  to  the  States,  respectively, 
'  the  appointment  of  officers,  and  the  authority  of 

*  training  the  oiiFitia,  ac^ordiag  to  the  discipUiM 
'  prescribed  by  CpAgress." 

These  clauses  of  the  Constitution  show  how 
the. disposition  and  government  of  the  militia  is 
divided  between  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments ;  and  this  volunteer  force  would  be  partly 
under  the  direction  of  the  State  Governments, 
and  partly  upder  the  General  Government.  Their 
officers,  will  be  appointed  by  the  State  Grovem- 
mQnts ;  but  when  embodied  and  in  service,  they 
might,  in  his  opinion,  be  marched  Wherever  the 
Gederal  Government  thought  proper,  for  the  gen- 
eral'defence  t)f  the  country. 

There  is.  said  Mr.  I^.,  an  evident  distinction  be- 
tween a  volunteer  and  a  regular  soldier;  the  for- 
mer does  not  part  wKh  his. civic  character,  until 
he  takes  the  field ;  the  latter,  the  moment  he  en- 
lists intoihe  service.' 

Congress  is  prohibited  '^from  making  any  ap- 
propriation of  money  for  the  support  of  armies 
for  Bt  longer  term  than  two  years."  There  is  no 
mention  made  6f  appropriations  for  the  militia ; 
of  course,  it  must  be  presumed,  that  the  militii 
are  coOsiaered,  when  in  service,  as  a  part  of  the 
army^  otherwise  Qongress  would  have  no  anthor- 
ity  at  all  for  supporting  thtf  militia. 

Under  any  other  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, this  force  would^  indeed,  be  of  an  anomaloos 
Oature.  Tigure  to  yourselves,  said  Mr:  L.,  aric- 
torioiis  army,  driving  the  enemy  before.it,  com* 
ing  to  the  territorial  lines  of  the  United  States! 
Shall  the  victors  stop  precisely  at  that  spot? 
Shall  this  line  be  a  wall  of  fire  to  them  1  And 
thus  leave  the  enemy  in  perfect  security  ?  b  this 
to  be  the  situation  in  Vhich  the  militia  of  this 
country  are  to  be  placed  ?  A  militia  which  h|s 
always  been  considered  as  thes reat  bulwark,  and 
the  best  defence  of  the  country?'  -  That  thef thiU 
onljr  act.  at  hpthe,  id  the  petty  business  of^ei^ 
cutmg  the  laws,  suppressing  insurrections,  and  re 
pelling  iovasions  7"  He  thotight  differently;  It* 
considered  the militiaour  best  reliance  for  delence 
hoth  at  home  and  abroad.  And  in  proportion  ts 
yoit*  lower  the  consequence  of  the  militia,  yofl 
raise  that  of  standing  armies ;  because  if  the  mili- 
tia caanot  be  (employed  out  of  the  United  States. 
the  larger  army  will  be  necessary. 

The  celebrat^  George  MkSon,  whose  opiaioos 
had  already  been  introduced  into  this  debate,  has 

Kredicted,  *' that  (he  militia  would  be  in  dangerof 
eing  destroyed  from  not  being  employed."  Hi 
was  fearful  that  we  were  abouttorealBcehispre* 
dictions ;  as  the  opinions  nov^  enteriaine^jd  respSect- 
ing  them  are  fia^  from  being  calculated  to  foster 
their  military  pride. 

But  suppose,  ?aid  Mr.  L.,  this  construction  of 
the -Constitution  is  not  a  correct  one;  and  the  mil- 
itia can  be  employed  only  for  suppressing^  io•«^ 
rections,  repellm^  invasions,  dbjc.  What  is  an  in- 
vasion ?  He  believed  this  nation  had  been  inra- 
dpd  for  many  years  past.  He  believed  it  was  in- 
vaded in  the  butchery  of  Pierce^  in  the  destruetiott 
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eommhtedon  botrd  the  Chesapeake,  hi  the  slaogfa* 
terof  oor  citizeoft  on  the  Wabash,  dbc.  He  looked 
upon  all  the^  acts  of  yiolence  as  invasioos  of  our 
eooatry's  rights ;  for  he  considered  oar  vessels  at 
sea  88  a  part  of  our  territory,  and' as  an  extension 
of  it;  aad  erery  citizen  taken  from  these  vessels, 
as  sa  msDT  invasions.  Was  it  not  an  invasion 
of  DeamarK,  When  the  British  so  dissfracefuity  de- 
stroyed the  fle^t  at  Oof»^nhagen  ?  Or,  if  th^  Brit- 
isk  were  to  make  an  attackiipon  oar  vessels  lyitig 
in  the  Chesapeake  or  Potomac,  "v^ould  not  that  be 
eoDsidered  as  an  invasion  ?  He  believed  it  would ; 
and  that,  for  every  man  taken  from  on  'board  our 
Teasels,  we  had  a  riffht  to  carry  «ia  tkmy  in  the 
eaemy's  territory,  wherever  we  could  assail -it. 

We  have  heard  much  of  theory,  said  Mr.  L.«  on 
this  sabject  ;.let  as  look  at  the  practical  part  ef  it, 
Sefeaty-fire  thobsand  men,  in  add^^tioa  lo  our 
preseot  force,  arct  deemed  sufficrent  for  the  ob- 
ject ia  view,"  viz :  tweoty-five  thousand  regulars 
and  fifty  thousand  volunteers.  If  the  volunteers 
were  to  be  considered  in  the  light. of  a  regu- 
lar force,  it  would  be  draining  the  militia  of  this 
nonberof men;  and^he  only  differenqe^between 
tbem  would  be  the  expense.  If  you  offer  aa  ad^. 
ditiooal  inducement  to  enter  the  ser^i<:ej  you 
thereby  add  to  the  expense.  When  rentlemen 
speak  of  this  volunteer  .corps  as  regdiars,  they 
seem  not  to  cdtosider  that  they  are  drawn  from 
the  body  of  militia ;  for  he  knewlDOt  where  else 
they  could  come  from,  except  in'imitation  of  the 
British,  we '  were  to  porchase  tfaein  from  some 
QermaD  Prince. 

Geatlemen  who  are  prepaid  to  vote  for  a'latge 
staadiD^  army,  and  thereby  place  in  the  hands  of 
the  President  great  patronage,  will  vote. against 
this  bill  "they  wiU  also  greatly  ipcre'ase  the 
poblic  debt,  which  some  think  a  public'  blessing; 
they  wiii  also  lay  a  foundation  for  direct  taxes  and 
excises  of  every  kind.  But,  as  he  wished,  aff 
mach.  as  possible,  to  avoid  all  these  things,  he 
ihoM  vottf  for  the  bill.  .  ' 

lb;  GflBVB&  said,  he  rose  with  ^eatteluctance 
to^tow  himself  again  upon  the  arttention  6f  the 
Hstue;  but  every  one  who  had  heard  the  discus- 
sion and  observed  the  miscbaeeptroDS  which  had 
i>«^'«iitertained  on  the  subject  of  .his  argument 
^^tdier  day,  would  see  that  he  could  not  remain 
siieat  He  was  at  first  astonished  at  the  alarm 
whieh  appeared  to  be  excited  ou'the  other  side  of 
the  House^  He  was  qtfite  unable  to  cotkiiei  v&  why 
idocwiae  altogether  popular;  why  a  docttine  caU 
colated  to  iiTcrease  ^tate  po#er  and  Stat&seeuri- 
ty;  why  a  doctriae  calculated  tosappljr  tHe  place 

Sattadin^  arnlies  by  th^  militia  or  the  cm^otryj 
<Hrid  exctte  alarm  tor  the  safety  of  the  liberties 
of  the  citizen  or  the  rights  of  the  States.  He. 
hftwevei:,  recollected  that,  tire  gentlemen  were  all 
floqneot  gentlemen,  accustomed  to  debate — he 
immediately  -perceived  that  it  was  an  art  of  their 
ontory,  and  foond  in  this  a  ready  solation  of  his 
difficulty.  There  was,  indeed,  a  littlie  too  hiuch  of 
mock  hereto  in  this  apparent  excitement  and 
^htm ;  but  the  gentlemen  had  treated  .the  argu- 
BMat  nid  the  speaker  ^ith  respect,  for  which  he 
thanked  then,  and  for  which  he  owed  thm  a  re- 


turn of  that  politeness.  He  was  sorry  he  could 
not  acknowledge  the  same  obligation  to.  the  hon^ 
orables^ei^Uemaik  from  Virgraia,(Mr.  {lAj«DOLPii.) 
That  honorable  gendeinan  haid  been  pleased  to 
say,  that  the  construction  for  which  he,  Mr^  C.., 
haLd  eonteoded,  was  supported  ^y  such  arguments 
as  a  lawyer. would  use  in  support  of  an  indicts 
ment.'  Mr*  C.^aid,  he  did  n6(  know  whether  the' 
honorable  gen tlenian.  meant  this  as  argument  or 
sarcasm; 

[Mr.  Ranoolpb  said  he  did  not  allude  to  Mr. 
C. ;  he  was  not  in  the  Housie  when  he  delivered^his 
argument.]  • 

Mr.  Chetes  said  lie  thanked  the  gentleman  for 
(he  declaration,  and  procee'ded.    It  was  necessary 
briefly  Ito  slate  the  argument  which  he  had  before 
submitted  to  the  House.  '  He*  had  arged  that,  ia 
relation  to  the  subject  under  dpcisideration  the 
General  (Government  was  a  Natiohatiibt  a  Fede- 
ral  Government,  and  thiit  it  was  sipich  because  it 
operated*toot  on  the.  States,  but  imAiediately  on 
the  persoQs  and  property  bi  the  people.    That  a 
National  Government  which  had  the  power  tad'e* 
cleire  and  make  war,  )iad,  as  ah  attribute  of  that 
sovereign  power,  unless  it  were  expressly  taken 
away,  the  power  to  call  forth  the  people,  toe  phy- 
sical strength  of  the  nation,  to  carry  onlhe  war — 
that  this  p6wer  wa^  exclusively,  vested   in  the 
General  Government,  and  that  thp  Qonstitution 
contained  tio  limitation  of  the  power.    That  the 
clause  relettve  to  inyasion  was  a  further  grant  of 
power,  and  applied  to  a  state  of  things  existing  at 
a  time  when  Congiress  had  bot  exercised  the 
power;  of  declaring  waf.    His  argument  was  not. 
as  it  had  been  represented,  aa  ^^gumeot  in-  favor 
of  constructive  powers.'  The  power  for  which  he 
contended' was  claimed  as  a  power  expressly 
graiited.   It  was  expressed  in  the j>ower  to  declare 
And  make' War.  .  It  might  perhtf  ps  be  called  an  in- 
cidental power,  but  it  cc^ld  not  thet'efoje  be  called 
a  constrcrctive  power.    There  is  not,  said  Mn  C.,. 
a  power  in  the  Oonstitution  which  can  be  render- 
ed practical  without  ini^ideotal  powers.  ,  It  has 
been  said,  that  by  6ne  of  the  ^mendmei^ts  of  the 
Constitution,  it  is  provided,  that  powers  not  dele- 
l^ed  to  the  United  Sta^tes  ard  reserved  to  the 
StiiteSjbut  this  amendment  is  not* correct! v  quot- 
ed.   It  declares  t^at  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  b/  the  Constituriofl,  not*  prohibited 
bv  it  to  the  States,'are  reserved  to  tne  States. 
Now  the  right  of  declaring  aad  making  war,  is 
prohibited  to.  thie  States,  and  .unless  you  can  ex* 
tioguish  that  atti^bute  pf  sovereignity,  by  which 
the  sovereign  of  a  country  i^  not  only  authorized; 
bat,  when  ne^ esisary,  required  to  call'oat  the  peo- 
ple for  the  purpose  of  making  war,  it  must  be  io, 
the  Geneiral  Government,    it  has  been  said  that 
the  powers  of  the  General  Government  v^re  not 
sbvereign.  but  limited.    This  was  to  deny  the  ei;- 
istence  or  aity.soTereijgnity  which  is  limued  as  to 
its  objects,  than  which  nothing  is,  however,  more 
ct>mmon.    But  there  is  an  authority  on  this  point 
which,  Mr..C.  supposed,  would  not  be  contfbvert- 
edbythe  gentleman,  (Mr.  PiTKiii,)  who  urged 
this  argument.    He  meant  Mr.  HaMiLToif's  ar- 
gfiment  on  the  constitutionality  of  the  Bank  of 
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the  United  Stales.  Here  Mr.  O,  read  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  that  work : 

*'  The  drcumstance  that  the  powers  of  sovereignty 
are,  in  this  country,  divided  between  the  National  and 
State  govemmen6i,  does  not  afford  the  distinction  ire* 
quired.  >  It  does'  not  follow  from  this  that  each  of  the 
]K>rtion8  of*  power  delegated  to  the  one  or  t6  the  other, 
is  not  sovereign  with. regard  to  its  proper  objects..  It 
will  only  follow  from  it  that  each  hAs  sovereign  power 
as  to  ceitain  things,  and  not  as  to  other  things*  .  To 
deny  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
sovereign  po^er  as  to  its  declared  purposes  And  trusts, 
because  its  power  does  not  exten4  to  all  laws,  wootd 
be  equally  to  deny  that  the  9tat^  Governments  have 
sovereign  power  in  any  case,  because  their  power  does 
not  extend  to  every,  case."  ^     •'t 

It  was  said  by  the  same  geaileman.that.  the 
writers  Qontempidran^ons  with  the  adoption,  Hx\i^ 
the  debates  .of  the  several  conventions  on  the 
adoptiop  of  thj3  Cpnstrtmionyi^epelled  the  con- 
struction now  contended -for  i  bnt.  thatg^i\tleman 
had  not  produced,  nor  had  any  oth^r  gentleman' 
produced  a  sentence  to  that  effect,  «x<:ept  tl^e^ 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Qkundyj  who 
read  from  the  Virginia  debates,'  in-,  the  argu- 
ment of  Mr.  Nicholas,  a  detached  s^nience^  in 
which;  speaking  of  that  artteie  of  the  Constit^i^' 
tion  which  gives  power  to  Congress  "to  providje 
for  calling  ^rth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inya- 
8ion»,"  he  says,  "  they  cannot  call  them  forth  for 
any  other  purpose  than  to  execute'tbe  laws,  sup- 
press insurrections,  and ^  repel  invasions.'^  But 
9ir;  Madison,  in  the  same  debhte,  says  ^  thiB  most 
^  effectual  wajr  to  guard  againM  a  standing  army 

*  is,  to  render  it  -unnecessary ;  the  most  effeotuai 

*  way  to  render  it  unn^cesslkry  is;  to'give  the  Gen- 
'  era!  Gk)vemment  full  power- to  call  forth  ike 
'  miUtia,  and  exeft  the  whole  natural  strength  of 
'  the  pniojp  when  n^cessary.'^  Now,  if  the  one 

^quotation  be  an  authority  against  the  power,  th« 
'other  is  as  Strongly  in  fator  of  ij.  But,  both 
were  used  in  reference  to  the  matter  then  .under 
consideration,  and  neither  can  fairly  be. apfified 
to  the  question  now  before  the  House.  That  con<» 
tinOes  to  Fta^id.on  th^  ground  on  which  all  Con- 
stitutional questions  ought  Exclusively  to  stand-^ 
ei(.cept  .60  far  9s  collateral  eircumstaaces'taay  be 
admitted  for  purposes  of  elucidation-^the  terms 
of  the  Constitution  itself.  It  had  been  said  that 
Congress  had  no  greater  pow-er  over  tlie  tnilitia 
in  time  of  waf  than  in  time  of  peace ;  but  it  ap- 
pears to  roe  said  Mr.  C^  that  it  might  almost  as 
well  be  denied  that  there  was  any  distincrrion1l)e- 
tween.war  dnd  peace.  It  bad  been  urged  that 
Congress  had  do  power  under  the' Constitution 
to  make  appropriations  for  the  support  of  an  army 
for  more  than  two  years^  and  that,  ff  Congress 
had  power  to  tlse  the  militia  in  a  foreign  w^ar, 
they  might  make  appropriations  for  their  support 
for  an  indefinite  time,  and  the.Constitution  Would 
b^  evaded.  Mr.  C.  said  be  iiad  formed  no  settled 
opinion  whether  the  militia  whiohjDij^ht  be  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  time  of 
war;  would  be  ^tribraced  under  that  clause  of  the 
Conatitution  which  gives  power  to  Congress  "to 


rnise  and  support  armies/'  or  not j  bat,  sbooki 
they  be  embraced^  the  objection  would  beremor- 
ed,  and  the  like  restraint  would  be  imposed  on 
appropriations  for  their  support  If,  00  the  coo- 
.  trary,  they  should  not,  th«  militia  of  the  coootry, 
the  ciHzeos,  the  people  themselves,  while  in  the 
military  seryioe  of  the  Union,  would  only  be  pnt 
on  a  footing  with  the  Navy,  in. relation  to  which 
there  i^  no  restraint,  as  it  was  not  supposed  it 
could  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  country ;  «o 
that,  taken  either  way,  the  argument  proves  noth- 
ing. It  is' said  that  it  is  to  be  prestimed  the  Con- 
stitution does  not  embrace,  this,  power,  as  the 
framersofit  probably  intended  to.  prevent  wars 
for  foreign  conquest,  and,  therefore,  did  not  ao- 
thorize  Congress  to  cend  the  militia  out  of  the 
:United  -Stafes.  Adnoit  the  premises,  said  Mr.  C, 
and  the  conclusion  will  not  follow.  A  contrary 
conclusion,  it  is  contended,  may  be  more  faidf 
drawn^  This  question  seems  to  depebd  00  anodi* 
er :  What  force  is  best  calculated  for  foreign.coo- 
quest,  a  regular  army  or  the  militiai  7  For  if  you 
employ  thetnilitia,  you  so  far  render  unnecessary 
a  regular  army ;  and  if  you  preclude  the  use  of 
the  militTa,  you  render  necessary  a  regular  armj. 
Bot,  it  will  not  be  denied  that  a  regular  army  » 
best  calculated  to  make  forein  conquest;  anl  it 
seenisioi  folioW,  that,  if  the?  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitutioto  had  intendea  to  prevent  foreign  cooqaest, 
they  would  not  ^have  limited  the  use  of  militia, 
k  Ts  said  that  the  silence  of  contemporaDeous 
writers,  and  of  the  debates  on  the  ConstiintioQ  at 
the  time  of  its  adoption,  proves  it  was  not  iii- 
tended  to  grant  this  pow^r ;  but,  here  again,  it 
should  seem  the  opposite  conclusion  is  stronger 
and  elHrer.  I^et  gentlemen  reflect  on  the  num- 
berless imaginary  obiections  which  were  urged 
at  that  tim.B,  for  which,  there  was  not  the  shadow 
of  foundation^  and  then  ask  themselves  whether 
this  construction  (whi^h  appears  is  be  admitied 
b^  sotae  gentlemen- in  debate, ^and  which  has  been 
distinctly  denied  by  none,  to.be  authortecd  by  the 
power  to  declare  and  make  war,  unless  restraiaed 
by  other  clauses  of  the  Constitution)  wbuld  hare 
been  passed  over  in  silence*had  tt^not  been  clearly 
understood  to  be  granted..  Is  it  to-be  believed ic 
would  'have  escaped  the  "  lynx-eyed  Patrick  Btn- 
ry,''to  use  an  expression  of  the  ^ntlemaa  froiB 
Virginia,  {Mr.  Ram^dolpb,)  had  he  not  considered 
it  as  necessarily  and  clearly  granted.  This  sileaee, 
Mr.  C.  said,  appeared  to  him  to  be  an  argumeat 
exceedingly  strong  in  favor  of  that  construetioa 
for  which  he  contended. 

But  ^he  argument,  said  Mr.  C,  which  gentle- 
men urge'.with  most  z^al  is,  the  danger  of  this 
construction  to  personal  liberty  and  the  indepen- 
dence of  th^  States ;  and  this  argument,  asfaras 
he  could  consider  gentletaen  serious,  he  viewed 
with  astonishment.  His  construction  was  so  oh- 
viousty  calculated  to  increase,  and  not  to  dimin- 
ish the.security  Of  the  States ;  to  secure,  and  not 
to  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  people,  that  it  did, 
indeed,  seem  extraordinary  that  gentlemen  should 
have  fallen  upon  the  idea  of  danger  to  the  libe^ 
ties  of  the  States  and  the  people  as  an  argomeot 
against  it.    He  contended  that  the  militia  acting 
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ind«r  eoimnimioas  from  the  States,^  9iiould  be 
osed,  iDstetd  of  regalar  troops  acting  onder  torn- 
misfiioBs  from  the  United  States,  and  jgentlemeo, 
byt  kiad  of  in  verse  logic,  infer  that  this  willeo-^ 
daoger  the  independenee  of  the.  States.  Again, 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  contended  that  the  peo[Je  them- 
sel7es  should  constitute  the  inilit^ry  strength  of 
the  Uoion  in  time  of  war,  and  gentlemen  bad 
eoneloded  that  this  endangered  Uie  liberties  of 
the  people.  Bert  it  was  feared  if  the  General 
Goverament.had  power  to  march  any  part  of  the 
militia  out  of  the  U»ited  States,  it  might  march 
the  whole  of  the  militia  of  a  State  out  of  the 
Sttte,^  and  place  a  standing  army  in  their  stead. 
Bot  the  ftme  danger  to  the.State  would  exist  Ud- 
der the  acknowledged  powers  of  Congress.  But 
is  it  possible,  said  Mr.  C,  that  any  Qovernmeht, 
or  any  man,  intenditig  to  assail  th^  independence 
of  a  State,  or  the  liberties  of  a  people,  would 
equip  and  qualify  for  war  the  whole  of  ihat  very 
I)eoplt?  Thoagh  sent  b<^yopd  their  own  territOi- 
riat  limits,  their  hom^  and  their  families  woorld 
remain  behind,  and  urge  tbem,  by  th^  strong 
lies,  to  return,  armed  with 'greater  po^er,  end 
fired  with  rengeanoe  to  expel  the  usurper/  Wbirt 
regalar  array  could  resist  such  assailailts,  urg«d 
by  loeb  mouvesi  •  >' 

But,  it  is  said,  thfs  power  might  be  abdsed,.and 
the  people  oppressed  by  a  grievous  and  burden- 
some service.  That  if  they*  can  be  sent  out  of 
the  United  States,  they  may  be  sent  to  Jamaica 
o)r  the  East  lodres,  to  China  or  Jipan.  No,  s$id 
Mr.C,  uo  free  Government  dare  practise  such'>n 
abase  of  socb  a  power.  You  have  the  security 
of  a  free  QoverDmeat,  and  it  Is  the  best  and  only 
secarlty  you  can  have>  The"  po^oihle  abuse  of 
the  power  cannot  be  faifly  urged  a:gainst  its  ase. 
Were  you  thus  to  reason,  yoo  would  proscribe 
IS  wicked  and  dangerous  our  holy  religion  itself. 
Have  not  its  abuses  lit  up  the  flames  of'persteli- 
tioa?  Have  they  not  fattened  the  sdl  with  in- 
nocent bbod  ?  But  am  I.  therefore,  said  Mir.  C:, 
to  eease  to  be  a  Christian  ?  It  is  ^aid  that,  in 
Bogland,  under  a  monarchy,  the  militia;  cannot 
he  marched  out  of  the  Kingdom.  This  is  a  mis- 
take. The  Gk»vernmeQt  has  the  f^wer,«nd  it  is 
by  Statute  that  th^  King  is  restrained  from  the 
exercise  of  a  powcKr  which  he  would  otherwise 
hare.  Every  Government  has  this  power,  and 
has  exercised  ft.  Was  not  Rofiie  free  ?  Yet, 
were  not  the  Roman  legions  marched  out  of  the 
Roman  territory?  Was. Athens — were  any  of 
the  Gh-ecian  Sutes  free  ?  Yet,  "W^re  n<it  their 
eitiaens  marched  out  of^ their  own  territories? 
Is  there  an  instance  in  history  of  .a  GoverOmeot 
which,  in  time  of  war,  could  not  march  its  citi- 
zens beyond  its  territorial  limits  ?  This  power, 
it  will  be  admitted,  most  rest,  either  in  the  Union 
or  in  the  Sutes,  and,  as  they  are  eqlially  and  fair- 
ly represented  in  the  Greneral  Governrp^nt,  their 
tiaager  is  not  increased  by  placing  it  there.  As  it 
respected  State  rights,  Mr.  C.  said,  be  would  only 
^dd  that  he  did  not  expect  these  zealous  exertions 
ia  their  defence  from  his  honorable  friendt  oVet 
ihe  way, 

Mri  fesY  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr*  Gflmrss. 


Mr.  N^ELSON  observed  that  from  the  general 
scope  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Soatb 
CacpKoa,  (Mr.  CdBVES,)  it^appeared  as  if  he  cbn- 
sidtoed  those  who  differed  from  him  in  opinion, 
as  hostile  to  the  militia.  It  was  because  he;  Mr. 
N'.,  Wa^a  frietul  of  ihe  militki  and  an  advocate 
of  State  rights,  that  he  maintained  the  opinioa 
that  the  United*  States  has  no  rfght  to  send  this 
specie^  of  troops  out  of  the  limits  of  the'  United' 
States. 

Mr,  N.  did  not  believe  that  the  framers  of  our 
Coostitvttion  had  kny  idea  of  providing  the  means 
of  extending  the  territory  of  this  country  by  A)r- 
eign  war/  If  he  might  be  permitted  to  form  an 
opinion  from  the  debates  which  topk  place  about 
tpe  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  practice  contemporary  with  those  debates,  he 
should  so'pposea  thirst  for  exteoding.our  territory 
and  dominion  had  not  then  taken  place — the  sen- 
timent had  never  entered  into  xhe  itainds  of  the 
patriots  of  those  da ys^^their  ieading  objedt  6vi* 
dently  was,  to  secure  the  happiness  of  the  people 
wiihin  the  then  United  States. 

But  if  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  tp  be 
engaged  in  a  war,  for  foreign  conquest,  the  jCon- 
stitutiqn  gives  thetn  no  ^ower  to  use  the  militia 
for  this  purpose.  They  mcist  make  use  of  an  army 
for  ohtaiaing  their  end.  'He  was  no  foe  of  the 
mijitia,  when  h%  consi^fered  them  as  the  natural 
defence  of  the  United  States,  when  he  contend- 
ed thatAie  people  of  the  United^tates  hever  con- 
templated tnat  the. General. Grovemment  should 
idraw  them  out  of  the  limits  of  the  Union.  •  He. 
protested  against  the  grant  of  sovereign  powers 
to  that  Governnient.*  He  denied  the  authoriry 
of  the  writers,  upon  whom  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  hftid  founded  his  opintons^they 
are  doctrines  calculated  for  despotic  Governments 
or  limited  .monarchies^  where  the  people  possess 
no  power  but- what  they  deriVe  from  the  Govern- 
ment, •and  not  for  >h is  country.'  l^he  people  of 
this  country  made  their  own  eovbrnment^ ;  and 
in  establishing  the  General  wvernment^  th^y 
gave  it 'no  more  power  than  is  expressed  in  the 
Uofistitiition ;  those  powers  which  a^  not  ex- 
pressly given,  or  ate  iu>t  necessary  to  carry  those 
powers  into  execdtion,  being  reserved  to  the 
States  or  the  people. 

If  the  power  given  to  Cong^esa'to  declare  war^ 
earriea  with  it  all  the  consciences,  whether  di- 
rect or  Lddirect,  he  asked  ^hy  the  power  to  "raise 
and  support  armies  was  given  in  rhe  next  sec- 
tion ?  Congress -eould  notc^rry  on  war  .without 
armies*  To  Kis  mind^  it  appeared  clear,  \hat  th^ 
ftamers  of  the  <3onstitiuion  meant  thftt  nothing 
should  be  left  fot  Construction.  *  They  first  give 
the  power  to  declare  wary  and  then  the^ower  U> 
raise  and  support  arniiee.  .'  -  •  '     ,  - 

But  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  in  relation 
to  the  militia  is  still  more  extraordinary.  He 
Hays  the  ppWer  gfven  to  Congress  to  .declare  war. 
givips  them  the  right  of  .using  the  who(e  physical 
force  of  the' country  j  ^nd  that. if  nothing  had 
been  said  respecting  the  miiitia,  it  Wocild,  of 
course,  have  been  vised  as  a  part  of  that  physical 
force*    But  Mr.  N.  contended  tliat  if  tke  Consti- 
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tDtion  bfd  lieeQ  silent  as  to  Uie  milkia,  Uiat  Con- 

?t6i9B  woald  have  bad  4io  pqwer  over  them.  Mr. 
i.  knew  B9t  wbei^e  tbe  geotleontii  front  South 
Carolina  bad  deriyed  his  opinion^  tbat  ia?asictfi  is 
not  w^r,  and  tbat  therefore  tb^  militia  may  be 
eaUed  oiit  to  repel  iovasion  in  time  of  peace.  He 
a^ked  the  lifentleinan  if  k  were  not  expressly,  la  id 
down  by  the  writers  on  the  Ia;«ii  of  nations,  that  a 
nation  may  epnaideraninyasion  as  an  act  of  war, 
and  in  consequence,  take  up  arms  and  ({eolare 
war  a^ittst  the  nation  thus  ofiending/?  It  could 
not  be  denied. 

But  it  was  said,,  insurrection  is  not  War.  Mr. 
N.  considered- invasion  asfordgn  war,  and  jrebel- 
lipn  as  the  worst  species  of  war^  civil  war.  This 
was  conclusive'  evidence  to  him,  tbat  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  did  hot  intend  tbat  the- militia 
should  be>xalled  upon  except*  in  tbeL three  cases 
particularly  enumerated* 

Mr.  N,.had  already  said,  tbat  bje  did  notcon- 
sideir  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  ^Sojatl^ 
Carolina,  respecting  sovereign  power,  as  appliea^ 
ble  to  this  country.  /  , 

What,  a^ked  Mr.  N.  would  be  the  consequebees 
which  would  flow  from  a'  doctrine  of  this  kind  7 
li.fiot  the  power  given  to^the  Executive  iq  make 
treaties  as  much,  a  sovereign  power  &&  the  power 
of  declaring  war  given  to  Coqgress  1  .And  will 
it  be  said  that  the  ExeGnriv:e  has  the  power  of 
4k>liig  everything  necessary  to  make  ireaties.obU- 
ffatery^  He  supnosed  not;  it  would  certainly 
be  jponceded  that  this  House  has  the  ri;g[fat  to^c.^n- 
trol  the  treaty-making  powevj  l)y>  S'^i^Mfif^)  oi  re- 
fusing to  grant  the  necessary  a^j>ropriations  for 
carrying  treaties  into,  effecrt.  And;  Congress  baa 
the  same  kind  of  checl|:-upon  the  aVni^  after  it  Is 
laiaed^  by  their  appropriations :  being  confined  to 
two  years. 

He  was.  therefore  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  no  con- 
trol oyer  the  militia,  e^ept  in  ihe  casea  enume- 
rated ;  rand  if  Che  oly^ct  of  gentlemen  b^  to  make 
£cnreiga  eonquest  with  these  volunteers,- he  sbould 
^fr  up  his  hand  against  the  bill;  because  be 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  bring  fnte  beinga  forc^ 
whiofa  cannot  be.  used  for  the  object  proposed* 
But  it  was  said  that  this  force  might  be  used  for 
internal  defence.  He  wished^  however,  to  seize 
the  present  moment  lor  t^aising  an  efiective  forca 
before  the.afdor  which  existo.in.the  public  mind 
^evaporated  ;  for,  if  the  enthusiasm  of  the  peo^ 
pie  be  suffered  Jo  subsiile,  when  Congress  sb'all 
littem^t  to  raifie  an  effective  force,  they  may  find 
it  too  Itteto  effect  their  purpose. 

Mr..PiCKSN8  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  pr(>- 
viding  a  force  of.  tWenty:five  thousand  men.  to 
be  officered  by  t^e  President,  as  prqiosed  in  the 
original  bill.  He  wished  to  provide  a  force  thaf 
CQUlit  unquestionably  be,  used  against  the  British 
possessions,  The  force  conteoi plated  by  the 
present  bill,  is,  at  least,  of  a  denbtful  nature;.-  The 
.  best  talents  of  the  House  had  been  displayed  on 
both  sides  of  the  q,uestion.  He  cpuld  see  no  ob* 
jectioa  to  the  course  which  be  proposed^  as  full 
discretion  is  left  with  the  Executive  to^aise  the 
whole  focee,  or  not*    He  ia  authorize .  to  i^ceept 


of  a  nuitiber  of  volnnteera^  not  exeeedisg  the  nam-  ' 
ber  mentioned  in  the  biii.  He  might  therefore 
accept  of  such  a  number  of  each  kind  of  forte,  u 
he  might  judge  it  expedient  to  have  employei 
For,  gentlemen  n^ust  see,  that,  if  after  these  fifi]r 
tboujumd  volunteers  shall  be  imbodied,  the  Pres- 
ident should  decide  ib^t  be  has  no  power  to  em- 
ploy them  for  the  object  contemplated,  the  coun- 
try will  be  in  an  awkward  situation.  He  thongki 
there  was  safety  ia  bis  proposition. 

As  to  9ny  danger  to  be  apprehended,  from  a 
force  of  tbi:^  kind,  he  thought  it  was  in  vain  to 
attempt  to^agage  in  a  war,  if  suph  an  idea  coaid 
be  Entertained  for  a  moment.  There  may  come 
a  time  when  a  large  standing  arni^y  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  Uie  country ;  but  the 
present  is  certainly  not  that  time. 

.  Mr.  Al^tov  would  vote  against,  thje  amead- 
ment  proposed  by  his  colleague  ;  because  he  sub- 
scribed to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from 
Sguth  Carolina  (Mv,  CHEVE8;)if  he  thougbtdif- 
ferentty,  he  should  have  supported  this  amend- 
ment. Because,  sUl  who  believe  tbat  this  force 
cannot  be  marched  ,6eyond  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted' States,  must  know  tbat  it  will  be  en  in^fi' 
cient  force ;  and  he  could  not  see  on  what  gromd 
QUcb  gentlemefn  can  withhold  .their  support  to 
this  proposition*  .  To  him  there  appeared  no 
doubt,  tiAit  when  a  declaration  of  w^r  w%s  made, 
CoA^ess  had  the  power  to  use  such  part  of  tbe 
phy^icfltl  force  of  the  country  as  they  ought  jadge 
txnedient.  Suppose,  sard  Mr.  A.,  war  wa3  de- 
emed for  an  infraction  of  our  rights, without  the 
United  States*  3uppose,  for  insAaneCi  that  the 
Spanish  Government  should  insist  upon  holding 
Mobile,  would  Congress  have  no  power  tomarcb 
a  part  of  the  militia  of  the  country  thither  1  He 
thought  such  a  power  bad  never  been  questioned. 
He  bad  no  (ioubt  of  it,  and  therefolfe  abpuld  vole 
against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  McKeb  thouf  btJt  unfortiuiate  that  tbi^ 
question  had  been  -brought  hofore  the  House. 
But  ais  it  had  been  discussed,  and  different  opin- 
ions ej^pressed  upon  it,  he.  wished  the  question  to 
befaifly  met  and  diecid^ed  ;.  otherwise  gentlemeo 
will  vote  for  the  bill  with  different,  views,  some 
with  an  expectation  that  the  ioroe  may  be  em- 
ployed abroad,  and  others  with  a  director  contrary 
opinion. 

Mr.  SMiLiBMHd,  if  gentlemen  were  determined 
to  rely  upon  a  regular,  fqrce.  they  bad  certainif 
a  right  to  take  their  own  course;  bt)t  be  thougbt 
a  standing  force  of  thirty-fiye  thousand  men  w» 
6ufficienti.*-he  was  'for  l^eeping  the  bill  at  it 
standi*. 

Mr.  Roberts  observed,  tbat.  ia  the  coarse  of 
this  discussion,  different  opinions  bad  been  ex- 
pressed MSijq  the  employ  menjt  of  this  force.  It 
was  bis  opinion  that  this  corps  nught  )>ei|sed 
wherever  it  was  wanted ;  but  if  it  were  not  to  be 
ao  need,  a  less,ni|mber  of  men  woulcf  be  necessary, 
h  was  truly  a  matter  of  Executive  discretion, 
still  it  was  desirabie  to  haEe  a  definite  vote  on  the 
bubject.  He  thought  it  would  be  best  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  the.  question,  whether  thi» 
force  could,  or*  could  not  l;^  mai«hed  out  of  the 
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Uailed  States;  If'  the  gentlemsn  frotxL  North 
Carolina  would  conaeot  %o  withdraw  bp  tnotioa, 
he  would  bring  forward  one  to  ij^j  that  questioD. 
Mr.  PoRT£R  hoped  the  gentleman  fVom  North 
CaroliDa  woold'  withdraw  his  mocion*,  that  the 
questioD  might  be  put  ia'the  shape  prOf>Osed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania'.  He  coald 
not  subscribe  to  the  opinion  that  it  was  im- 
proper for  this  House  to  decide  for  what  object 
this  force  was  to  be  applied.  He  tboQ^ht  it  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  keep  in  view  the  object  for 
which  they  Were  legislating,  if  the  business  of 
this  House  was  to  be  dwindled  down  and  pr6- 
trBcted  by  long'speeches,  he  should  be  forretutn- 
iiig  back  to  the  State  governments)  ani^  get  tfa^in 
to  protect  oar  rights.  \  •' 

What,  said  he,  isth^  obj^t  of  mil  oar  mflitary 
preparations?  The  object  has  been  repeatedly 
arowedto  be  Co  retaliate  on  Qreat  Britain  the  in- 
juries whicli  she  has  inflicted  u^n  our  maritime 
rights^  by  an  Evasion  of  her-  prdrinces,  as  the 
only  quarter  in  which  she  i*  vulnerable.  How 
ire  we  tp  ^Rect  our  pnrpose  ?  The  Semite  says, 
with  twlenty-fiv^  tboBsan<i  regular  troop&  This 
had  beeb  agreed  to.  Bin  bi^ve  we  goC  them  9  On 
p^oniy  (  andj  my  word  for  itfSaid  Mr.  P.^ft 
will  take  a  oojisidera'bre-  time  to  raise  the  neu ; 
and  b^ore  this  can  be  done,  oar  enc^y  will  have 
*  blocked  up  all  the  avenues  to  Canada  with  regu- 
lar troops,  veteran  troops,  loured  to  human 
slaughter.  . 

Mr.  P.  knew  something  of  Canada;  he  lived 
near  its  borders-^his  house  was  within  gtlnshot 
of  iu  lines.  He  had,  therefore,  a  right  to-  know 
what  was,  the  intention  of  Congress  ;  for  the  first 
attack  of  the  enemy  would  doubtl^sbe  upon  him 
tod  his  constituents.  He  wished  n^r  to  raise  aA 
uoiy  that  coOld  not  be  effectively  empKyyed.  He 
waated  to  knQw  whether  wa  are  to  maice  effective 
war  or  not ;  and  the  question  Was  to  hind  a  seri- 
ous one.  He  hoped  the'  present  motion  would 
dtereforc  be  witbdrarwn. 

Mr.  PicKCZfS  withdrew  his  amendmenti  and 

Mr.  RoBEBTB  m^ved  the  following :  ^  that  this 
'corps  shall  perform  diiity  at  any  plaice  in  which 
'  the  army  may  be  directed  to  act  by  the  proper 
'authority." 

Mr.  Kbt*  moved  to  amend  the  iimeAdmettt,  bj 
^mg  the  words.  *^at  anyplaee  Within*  the  Uni* 
led  States,"  dlegrag  that  the  motion  h>(  thii  geo-. 
Heman  frqm  Pennsylvania  was  not  sttffioientiy 
explicit  to  decide  the  principle; 

And  the  question  being  takeh  thereon,  it  was 
negatived-7-yeas  34,  nays  80,  as  follows : 

Ybis— Stevenson  Ardier,  Ezdkiel  Baicon,  John  ^a- 
ksr,  Abijah  Bigelow,  James  QrdckenAdge,  Martin 
Chittenden,  William  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Ghol- 
lon,  Thomas  R»  Gold,  Felix  Orundy,  AjUtX  Hawes, 
Ridutfd  Jackson,  jr.,  Philijp  B.  Key,  Wmiam  R.  King, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Lc  Roy  Liv- 
iofston,  Samuel  McKee,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hngh 
NflKm,  Joseph  Pearson,  farael  PidLona,  Peter  B.  Por- 
t«,  WUliam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Daniel  8he£Eby, 
Kefaard  Stanibrd,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Btttifea, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
«BdTliotias  WiftMi. 


Nat»— Willis  Alstoii,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  David 
Bardy  Josiah  B«rtlet^  BvffweU  Bassett,  William  W^ 
Bibb,  William'  Blac^Iedge*  Tiiomas  Blotvit,  Adam 
Boyd,-.  Robert  Brown;  William  A.  Burw^  WUUam 
Butlejr,  John  C  Calhonn,  Langdon  Cheves*  Mattliew 
Clay,  James  Cochran^  John  Clopton,  Le^ia  Oondit, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findlcy,  J^mes 
Pisk,  Meshack" Franklin, -Isaiah  L.  Green,  BQllmg 
Hall,  Obed  HaU,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hufty,  John 
M.  Hyneman#  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Ab- 
ner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peteir  Little,  William 
Lowndes;  Aarop  Lyle,.  Nathaniel .  Macon,  Georgtj  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde^  William 
McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Aninal\  Metcalf,  Samuel 
L.  Mitcbill,  James  Mo^gaI^  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony 
New,  Thomaji  NewboU,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby.  William  Piper,  Beniamin  PQnd,  John  Ran- 
dolph, Samuel.  Ringgold,  John  Rhe^John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Wiiliam  Rodman,  Ebenezer  8age« 
Thomas  ^linmons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shawi  John' Smilie,  George 
Smith,  John  SmiUi,  Silas  Stow,  Peleg  Tallman,  John 
Taliaferro,  George  M.  Ti'oup,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Pierre  Van  Oortlandt;  jun.,  Robert  WhitehHI,  David  R. 
Williams,  Waiiam  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright. 

A  mo,lion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  "McKim  to 
amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Rotberts, 
by  inserting  after  the  said  word  "j)lace,»;  the 
word?  "wiihjn,  or  out  of  the  United  States:'' 
And,  debate  arising;  the  previous  t|Uestion  was 
called  for  by  Mr.  Smilie,  and,  being  dertjahded 
by  one-iftb  of  the  membei's  pesent,  an  adjourn- 
ment was  called  for,  and  carrijed. 


THORsnAT,  January  16. 

Mr.  MoaROw,  from  th^.Committep  on  the  Pub* 
Kc  Lands,  presented  a  bill  itQtboriziag  the  Se«re* 
tary  of  the  Ti-easury  to  locate  the  lands  reserved 
fortheuse  of  Jefferson  College,  in  the  Misaiesippi 
Territory  j  which  was  read^wice,  and  commtcted 
to  it  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Rkea,  from  the  Comaiittee  tn  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  to  alter  ani  es- 
tablish ceHain  poet  roads ;  which  wfisi  read  twice, 
and  cominitied  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next.  •'         '.,         ..  .^ 

A  Message,  reeelred  from  the  President  of  ^h« 
United  States  yesterday,  was  read^  tranemittiflg 
an  aticottnl  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  Gov- 
eriimeat  for  the  year  181L  incurred  on  the  eeoi^ 
sion  of  taking  possession  ot  the  territory  limiied 
eastwafdly  B^  ike  river  Perdido,  find  amounltng 
to  three  thousand-  three^utdred  and  niaetyrsix 
doikw.  /  -  .'         .     ^     .     ■ 

Another  Message,  r^eeired  from  the  Presideni 
of  the  United  States  yesterday,-was  read,  iraae^ 
mitting  to  the  Hotise  a  report  of  the  ^Se^retary  of 
Sute,  oofliplyiog  with  iheir  resolation  of  the  29th 
of  Nofember^  of  American  seamen  unpreased  into 
the  setTice  ot  Foreign  Powers. 

TheBpBAKBR  laid  before  the  House  a  let^. 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report, 
in  obedience  to  a  resolc^ion  of  the  19tb  ultiivo, 
requesting  the  P-resident  of  the  United  Sutes  to 
•iosa  to  be  Imd  before  the  House  a  YtMemf»t  of 
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th^  capital  employed  in.  the  Indian  trade,  the 
amount  of  annual  purchases,, sales,  and  articles 
received  in  payment;  together  with  the  nQraber^ 
napies,-  and  salaries  of  agents,  the  plac.es  where 
stationed,  and  specifying  the  state  or  the  trade  for 
the  last  fodr  year^;  which  were  ordered  to  iiCxOi^ 
the  table. 

•The  folio wing^Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  op  the  United  States:  ;      ^ 

Tb  the  Senate  and  Hou^e  of  * 

kepriaentatives  of  the  United  Statet  .\ 

I  communicate  to  Congrestf  a  letter  from  the  "Envoy 
Extraprdiucry  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  oC  Great 
Britain,  tp  tl^e  Secretary  of  S^tate,  with  the  answer  of 
the  latter. 

The  co6tinul;d  evidence  afforded  b^  this  correspond* 
ence  of  the  hostile  policy  of  the  Bntish  Government 
against  our  national  rights,,  atrengtheiis  the  consitjera- 
tions  recommendmg  and  urging  the  preparation  of  ad- 
equate means  for  maiptaincing  Uiem, 

JAMES  MADISON. 

WASHiirvTOVy  Jan.  16,  1812.  .      . 

On  mo^on'  of  Mr.  Blount,  the  Committee  of 
the  'Vyhole  v^exe  discharged  f^om  the  considera- 
tion of  .the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  making  fdrth^r 
provision  ior  4he  corps  of  engineers,"  jand  it  ,w:as 
committed  to  the  committee  on  $o, much  of- the 
Message  of  eke  president  as  jrelates  to  filling  tfie 
ranks  and  prolonging* the  enlistments  of  the  reg- 
ular troops,  and  to  an  auxiliary  force,  to  the, ac- 
ceptance or  volunteers,  to  detachments  of  militia, 
and  to  sQcb  a  preparation  of  the  great  body  as 
will  proportion  its  usefulness  to'its  intrinsio  ca- 
pacity. 

QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of.Mt,  D.  R.  WilliXms,  tb^  House 
resolved  Itself  into  a  Cbmmittee  of  the  Whole, 
OB  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  with  the  amendmienta 
recbmmendtd  by  the  Army  Commit  tee,  to  whom 
it  had  been'  referred.    ' . 

Thebill,  with  the  proposed  ai(neodm«Bts, ^ii^g 
gone  through,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  would,  in  as  ft w 
words  as  he  was  able,  explain  die  liame  of  the 
amendments  which  xhe  select  committee  had  re- 
commended.; This  till,  he  saM,  wa^, predicated 
on  the  destruction  of  tne  office  of  Purreyorof 
Pubjic  Supplies,  who  is  properly  tbe-Gommissa^ 
ry  General  of  tne  United ,  States ;  and  contem- 
piates  the  ettabliehment  in  its  place,  not  only  of 
a  Quartermaster  General'  for  tha.Unfted  States, 
bat  a  Commiasarr  (General  in  tha  same'  person. 
In  investigating  this.sub|eet.  thecommhtee  could 
see  no  reason  for  blendmg '  thesis  two  important 
offices  in  one,  the  dirties  of  botk  which  are  im* 
portant,  perfectly  distinct,  and  never  were'blend- 
ed  in  any  cauntry  in  the  world,;  and  for  this  sood 
reason,  these  offii^rs  are  a  cheek  upon  each  buier; 
one  being^  the- purchaser,  and  the  other  the  die* 
tributot  of  sanies  5  whereas,  if  they  were  united 
in  one  person^  frauds  to.any'amouiit-aaight-be 
committed  without  the  possibility  of  detection* 
.Besides,  it  is  necessary  the  Gluartermascer  Gen- 
eral should  *be  a  mUitaFy  man ;  il^deed  his  pres- 
ence is  at  timesi'  required  in  the  field,  to  distribute 
the  supplies ;  whilstthe  Purvey6r  or  Commissary 
General,  whose  bvsiness  it  is  to'purchase  iappUes 


of  every  kind  for  the  Army,  ought  to  be  a  maa 
well  acquainted  with  mercantile  concerns. 

After  some  objections  from  Me^rs.  ALaroii  and 
Rhea,  and  some  remarks  in  reply. from  Messrs. 
Tallmaoob,  and  Finoley,  theameodnxents  which 
went  to  keep  up  ihfe  Puf  veyor's  office,  w?re  agreed 
to ;  and  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 
The  House  took  it  up-and  concurred  with  the 
amendments,  and  ordared  the  bill  to  a  third  read- 
ing to-morrow.     ' 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

'  The  Honae  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 'authofiziog  the 
President  to  accept  of  certain  volnnteers,  when 
the  Speaker  slated  that  \he  previous  question, 
which  had  t^en.  demiinded  and  was  depending  at 
the  itind  of  the  adjoikrnment,  was  now  to  be  taken. 
-  Mr.  HoBERTS.  not  willing  to  embarrass  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  withdrew  hia  amfodmeat, 
which  was  under  consideration  when  the  House 
last  adjourned.        ^        ' 

Mr.  GhiOLsoii  was  desirous  of  astcertaining  with 
certainty  »  what  lig^t  this  volt^nteer  corps  was 
to  be  considered;  aod^  fbr  this  purpose,  he'pro- 
posed  to  amend  the  bill,  bv  adding  to  the  third 
section  the  foUowing*woras:  "^o- serve  either' 
within  or  without  the  jdrisdiciiooof  the  United 
State?." 

Mr.  BuRWBLL  was  sorry  that  his  colleague  had 
ofiered  this  amendment.  He  might  as  well  hare 
moved  to  add^ihe  words,  "above  and  below," as 
*^  within  and  without."  What  is  the  object  of 
this  bill  ?  it  is  to  provide  a  military  forceforlhe 
public  service.  The  Constitution  pats  its  em- 
ployment in  other  hand<<.  We  must  raise  the 
force,  and  the  Preaidept  of  the  United  Sutes  will 
employ  it  withfn  or  without  the  United  States,  as 
may  be  necessary,  agreeably  to  the  powers  vested 
in  hfm  by  the  Constitution.  Why  designate  the 
manner  in,  or  the  purpe^  for  which  this  force 
shall  be  employed,  when  v^  can  neither  add  to, 
nor  deduct  from,  the  directions  of  the  Constitn- 
tion  in  this  respect  ?  It  must  hu^e  appeared,  from 
ther  experience  of  yesterday, 'that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  get  the.  House  to  express  a  definite 
opinion  on  this  subject. 

Gentlemen  ^y  it  is  deaimble  to  ascertain  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  this  question,  because  thef 
wish  to  know  -whether  this -force  can  be  sent 
against  Canada.  He  was  himself'conyiaced  that 
the  militia  of  the  United  Statds  cauMK  be  mareh- 
'  ed.out  of  the  country ;  that  no  President  i^oold 
dare  to  order  them  out;  that  if  anv  such  attempt 
were  made,  .it  would  be  resisted*  He  should, 
however,  vole  for  the  bill ;  and  sjiould  be  Wiliiog. 
if  necessary,  to  give  the  ,Presiden|  any  additional 
force  for  the  invasion  of  Canada. 

Mr.  B.  hoped  the  bill  would  be  sufrered  to  pa« 
in  its  prebeat  «h2ipe.  .  He  knew  his  colleague  too 
well  to  believe  he  wished  to  throw  anv  unneces' 
sfury  embarcassment  in  the  w^y^  of  pubnc  business, 
and  he  hoped^  on  moretoature  lefleetioo,  that  he 
would  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  let  the  bin 
pass.  :       - 

Mr.  GoLo  thought  this  amendment  desirable 
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for  the  sake  of  deiofng^  t^ie  purpose  for  which 
these  Tolaoteen  are  to  offer  their  senriee.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bur  well)  had 
said  it  would  decide  nothing.  He  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion.  It  would,  at  all  events,  let  the  vol- 
anteer  know  what  service  he  had  to  per  for  tn, 
which  he  thought  desirable,  and  which  every^one 
would  wish  to  know  before  he  off^rpd  his  ^er- 
rices. 

Mr.  Wright. — Mr.  Speaker,!  wish  thehonora*- 
Ue  ffentleiaan  from  Yilrginia  (Mr.  Gholson) 
woofd  withdraw  hit  proposed  amendment.-  Sir. 
I  hope  that  gentleman,  whose  talents  ancj'motivei 
I  highly  appreei»(6)  will,  on  a  review  of  the  sub- 
ject, be  satisfied  that  Congress  haye  no  power 
over  the  Constiiution,  so  as  to  control  its  co'n- 
ftrociion,  by  the  Executive.  Thi  Constitution 
either  authorizes  the  President  to  send  these  yoI- 
anteers  out  of  the  Untjted  States,  or  ft  does  not 
authorize  him.  If,  sir,'  it  does  not.  can  this  bill 
autbriz^  him?  If  it  does,  can  this  bill  control 
his  Cofistitutional  powers  ?  Sir,  the  Legislative, 
the  Executive,  and  the  Judiciary,  are  co-ordinate 
powers,  on  subjects  by  the  Constitution  submit- 
ted lothem;  each  respectively  and  exclusively  is 
eod^^led  to  construe  the  Constitution  for  itself. 
Sir,  Congress  cannot  alter  any  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution without  the  consent  of  the  States ;  and 
of  eourse  oaoDot,  ib  any  manner,  by.  any  act  of 
ordioarV'  legislation,  impose  a  coifstruction  by 
Itw.  The  Constitution  is  tiie  paramount  law, 
and  by  each  department  is  to  be  construed  by 
itself.  I  feel  do  doubt  that  these  volunteers  may 
besentoutiof  the  United  States,  by  the  Coostitu- 
tioD ;  but  BO  man  can  believe,  if  they  ^anhot,  that 
this  law  will  justify  or  authorize  it)  tinless  we 
should  determine  that  we  have  power  paramount 
to  that  halbwed  inetrumept.  Sir,  I  am  desirous 
of  aetincr  with  despatch,  and  definitely,  on  this 
bill  We  were,  two  days  ajfo,  leeiured  by  th^ 
honorable  geotleman  from  Virgini.a,  (Mr*  Wri*- 
SOR.)  for  our  delay  id  the  passage  of  the  bill  I 
appeal  to  thU  House,  whether. that  gentleman  has 
not  distinguished  himself  in  that  delay;  and  will 
sohtnit  to  himvthe  remark  of  Caiio^  *^  turpe  est 
dodori,  cunk  culpa  ndcurguit  iptum.^  i.liope, 
however,  sir^  we  shall  deliver  otirsel yes  from  that 
cbwfe,  by  avoiding  any  farther  delay,  aad  that 
^e  gentleman  will  Withjraw  his  amepdment,  or 
that  the  House  will  reject  U,  an^  pass  the  bill  to 
»thi;d  reading.  .  ,  ' '       ■  « 

Mr.  Lacock  observed  that  this  amendment  was 
ioteoded  to  test  the  opinion  of  the  House,.  Though 
he  believed  the  President  haid  the  power  to  march 
tbe  militia  where  he  pleased,  yet  he  should  vote 
against  it,  because  be  believed  Congress  were 
travelling  out  of  their  duty  in  deciding  this  ques- 

Mr.  Fi8ic  approved  the  proposed  amendment. 
It  was  the  dutV  of  Congress  to  make  their  laws 
plain  and  intelligiWe;  the  proposed  amendment, 
would  not  afiect  the  constitutionality  of  the  force. 
«  would  be  declared  on  the  face  or  the  law  (or 
^hat  purposes  the  volunteers,  were  wanted,  and 
ptvone  could  labor-  under  any  mistake  on  the  sub- 
ject; whereas,  if  no  such  amendmeitt  is  made/ao 


one.  can  certainly  tell  how  these  volunteers  ar^  to 
be  employed.    ,    , 

Mr.  Smllie  said  this  was  the  s^ond  attempt 
which  he  had  witnessed,,  to  explain  the  provis- 
ions of  the  Constitution  by  law;  but  he  hoped  the 
good  sense  of  the  House  would  resist  it.  Does 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  /ecoUect  that,  in 
raisinjg  a  regular  force,  no  explanation  is  made  of 
the  oQect.for  which  the  men  are  wanted  1  Let 
us,  said  he,  raise  the  force,  and  leave  the  President 
to  do  his  duty,  undirected  by  iTs. 

Mr.  Gold  w^»  sprry  there  was.  so  mat  an  in* 
^isposition  to  meet  this  questioli.-  rio  due  can 
say  .that  it  is  encroaching  on  the  Executive  pre- 
rogative, to  authorize  him  to  accept  of  a  volun- 
teer, force,  for  a  IjmUed  time,  for  oer tain  purposes. 
To  pass  this  biUj  in  iu»  present  shape,  would  be 
forcing  the  President  to  exercise  the  Jddieial  as 
well  as  the  Executive  power,  before  he  could  dis* 
6over  the  intentipns  of  Congress.  It  is  the  Presi- 
dent's duty  10  execute  the  laws ;  but  they  ought 
to  be  passed  in  a  clear  and  intelligible  manner. 

Af  c  Bibb  said,  g;  was  certainly  proper  in  enact- 
ing laws,  to  make  them  as  explicit  as  possible; 
but  will  this  amendment  make  the  bill  more  in- 
telligible tha(^  it  is  at  present?  He  thought  not.^ 
Admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  Con- 
gress m^y  rightfully  direct  the.President-as)to  the 
^employment  of  this  foi:ce,  will  this  auieadment 
give  any  such  direction  ?  It  would  not.  It  was 
altogether  indefinite,  and  he  should,  therefore,  vote 
against  it.  ,      "  '       » 

After  a, fe^  remarks  froin  Mr.  Gooi^oN  and 
others,  he  withdrew  bis  amendment.. 

Mr.  Bacon  said,  there  appeared  to  be  wanting 
an  amendment  to  the  bill  in, relation  ta  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  services  of  tbeio  volunteers  are 
to.be  accepted.  They  are,  according  to  this  bill, 
to  offer  tbeic- services  to  the  President;  bdt  be 
thought  it  would  be  more  convenient  for  them  to 
make  fhe  oB^r  tQ  the  Governors  of  the  several 
Stales,  and  let  them  communicate  the  offer  to  the 
President.  The  Governors,  is  Commapder6-in- 
Chief  of  the  Slates,  will  h^ive.to  commiitsion  the 
officers^  and  it  would  certainly  be  best,  that  the* 
offer  or  service  should  be  made  jtb  theoi.  A  dif- 
ferent course  would  be  attended  with  much  Jn- 
convenienoe.  He  Would  tQoye  an  amendment, 
therefore,  of  the  following  words:  ** through  the 
medium  of  the  Executive  author^y^  of  the  seve- 
ral States." 

'  The  motion  was  negatived. 
'  Mr.  B.  Hall  said  he  had  voted  for  every  mea- 
sure in  favor  of  placing  the  country  in  a  state 
suited  to  the  present  crisis ;'  but  be  could  not  vote 
for  the  present  bill,  as. he  believed  it  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional. This  corps,  when  imbodied.  wilt  be 
as  much  a  regular  corps  as  any  other.  The  Pres- 
ident h&s  power  to  call  out  the  militia  for  certain 
purposes.  Who  are  the  militia '^  iThey  are  all 
the  people  of  the  United  Slate:*  liable  to  do  mi- 
litia duty,  subiect  to  the  (^all  of  the  President;  but 
tbe  mom^t  (hey  are  selected  into  special  corps, 
they  are  a  part  of  the  Army,  and  ought,  therefore, 
tabe  officered. by  the  President.  Tae  word  '^  mi- 
litia" does  not  occur  in  the  whole  of  this  bill. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


799 


HISTORY,  OF  CONGRESS^ 


800 


H-prR. 


Volunteer  Corp$. 


Jamuart,  1812. 


But  for  tl^iR-  doubt  io  his  t^iti4,  be  would  ha?e 
cheerfully  voted  for  the  additional  foxce.  He 
moved  a  recoinraitmeBtof  the  bill. 

Mr.  Poster  shaped  (he  bill  woukl  •  be  recom- 
mitted. It  is  certaialy.iQCorrect  in  eeverai  respects, 
but  especially  it)  the  irst^ection..  He  should  noh 
howeyer,.havie  m^e  the  motion,  but  have  relied 
upon  the  Senate-to  have  m^de  the  necessai^y  cor* 
rection;  but,  being  made,  he  seconded  it,  aud 
wished  if  to  pass/  The  jsection  w4>ich.  provides 
for  tlie  acceptance  of  vojunt^er^  does  not  say  of 
whom  they  shall  consist. 
.   The  motion  was  negatived. 

^r.  Nelson  woujd  1119^6.  a  la^t.  an  ezjuring 
efibrt  to  unravel  or  cut  this  web  of.di$culiy  into 
which  this  subject  had  b^n' thrown Varl  effoft 
made  iu  the  spirit  of  cdndor,  and  he  hoped  it 
wduld^  be  received  by  the  House  as  intended.  He 
had  avowed  itto'be:his  object  to  put  the  United 
States  in  thSit  armor  which  (he  President  had 
recommended. 

,  Our  Con^tiiutiota,  said  Mr.  N.,  was  the  iVuit  of 
a  spirii  of  cbmpromise;  and  the  measures  of  this 
House  must  tVequentl'y  be*  actuated  by  4  siipilar 
spirit.  It' is  pecessaty.  aH  agre^)  to  hring  into 
existence  a  body  of  troops  which  will  prove  ef- 
fective. He  was,  on  this  account,  for  havilig  a 
corps 'which  would  a6tmore  promptly  than  nil ili* 
tia.  p  ceuld  not  be  expectedj  however,  that  mi- 
litfa,unac6iistonf)ed  to  service, coufd  act  so  pn)mpt- 
lyasacorpsof  volunteers,  which  shpuld  betraihed 
for  the  purpose.  Mr.  N..  thought  it  x)f  gr^at  ii$l- 
portatace  tiiat  the  ardor  iJhd  enthusiasm  which 
exist  among  the  people,  at  the  present  mom'ent^ 
should  le  taken  adVaiiiace  of  for  raising  these 
volunteers;  and  coucludea  with  moving  that  the 
bill,  with  its  aknendments,  lie  upon  the  table  fbr 
the  pres6n^,^o  afford  hini.an  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing in  a  new  bill  to  authorize  the  -  President  to 
accept  and  co^mmissibn  a;Corps  of  volunteers — say 
80,000, 4P,"000:,  or  50.000 ;  and.  after  a  bill  of  this 
kind  was\  passed,  he  would  vjbin  with  .gentlemen 
itf  providing  Another  tcorps  for-Siate  purposes.  /  * 
Mr.  McKec  seconded  the  niotion  for  another 
reason.  There  .was  a  Message  of  importance  on 
the  table  froin  the  President  of  the t^oited'Siites, 
which  he  wished  to  hear  read. 

The  question  was  theii  put  and  negatived.  *the 
bill  was  then  ordered  for  4 .  third  reading— :yeas 
96,  imys  25,  as  fblloWs :    ' 

Ybas — Willis  Alston,  juliior,  William  Anderson, 
John  Baker,  Da«id  Bard,  Josiah  Bartlttt,  Bprwell 
Bassett,  WUliam^ W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  H^- 
manuft  Bleecker^^Thomas  Blount,  Adam  ^Oyd,  James 
Breckehridge,  Robert  Brown,  Wifliam  A.  BurWell, 
Willianr  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,. I^angdon  Cheyes, 
Matthew  Clay,  James 'Cochran,  John  Cjopton,-  l4ewis 
Condit,  Wm.  Crawford,  R.  Davis,  Jo^A  Dawsph,  Jos. 
D^ha,  SamUel  Dlnsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  lames  £Jmott, 
William  Ely,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghohon, 
Thomas  R.  Oold,  Isaiah  L.  Green^  teTtx  Grnndv^  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  J^cob  Hufty, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joae^ 
Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Laooek,  Peter  Little» 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston/  William  Jsowndeflr  Aaton 
Lyle,  Nathaaid  Macon,  George  C.  .Maxwell-,  Thomas 


Mo<»re,  Arehibald  McBird^  William  MeCoj.Sttattfll 
McKee,  Arunah  Metqalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeroaiik 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomts  New* 
bold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  Jan.,  Imcl 
Pickens^  William  Piper*  Benjamin  Pond,  PeteiB. 
Porter,  Josiah  Qaincyi  William  Reed,  Henry  M.Rid|^ 
ly,  Samiiol  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jona- 
than Roberts^  William  Rodman^  Ebenezer  8sge,  Tho- 
mas Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  J^hn  Sevier,  Samod 
Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stsaibrd, 
Philip  Stuart,'  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  6«oigo 
Sullivan,  Peleg  Tallman,  Jdfan  Taliaferro,  Uri  Trscf, 
George  M.  Tronp)  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van 
i^orUandti  jun.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  WilUaai, 
WiUiam  Widgery;  Thomto  'Wilson,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

^I^ATS — Stevenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Abyah 
Bigelow,  Elgah  Brigham,  EpuphrodiUis  GhampMo, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  junior,  WiUian 
Ely,  James  Fisk,  Asa  f'itch)  Boiling  Hall,  Richard 
Jaoksqn,  junior,'  Philip  B.-  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joaeph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  U..  Potter,  Adam  Seybert, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge^  Laban  Wheaton,  ahd  Ljsonaid  White. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow.       , 


Friday^  January  17, 

Mr.  difiiiCT  presented  a  petition  of  the  nem- 
hers,  of  the  Associajtion  of 'Ministers  in  andaboat 
Boston,  praying- that  the  ninth  section  of  the  ^Aet 
regulating' the  Post  OfiSce  Establi^hquent,"  passed 
the  twenty-fifth  of  April,  1810,  be  so  amended  as 
to  prphibit  the  delivery  of -letters. on  Sunday  be- 
fore sunset.~"La?id  on  the  table. 
.  The  SPEAKER  presented  several  petitions  of  the 
members  of  sonory  Christian  denominations  rt- 
siding  in  the  Western  tiountry,  praying  that  tbe 
mail  may  not^e  carried,  and  that  post  offices  naf 
not  be  opened  00  Sundays. — Ordered  to  jieoQtht 
table.  ,      '        ■  . 

A.  iVtessa^  was  recei?ed  from  the  Pjesident  of 
the,  United  Stetes  trahsmittin|p  a  leuer  from  the 
EoYoy  Extraordiiiary  and  Miniater  Plenipotea* 
tiary  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  the  ttnswel^.  of  the  latter^ — Refenfed  to  tbe 
co(hniittt>e  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message,  which  relacea.to  lodiao  afiain* 
VOLUNTEER  C>6hPS. 

An  engrossed  hill  to  authorise  th^  President  of 
the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize  certain 
volunteer  military  corps,  was  read  the  third  time. 
And  on  the  quest ioii  that  the  s^me  do  pass,  it  passed 
in  the  alflirmative— jfeas-ST,  nays  23,  as  follows: 

YsAS— Willis  Alston,  jan<,  William  Anderson,  8t^ 
venson  Archer,  John  Baker,  Biirwell  Bassett,  Willisn 
W.  Bibb,  WirUam  BJackledge,  Harmanns  Blocker, 
Thomas  Btonnt,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge, 
Robert  Brown,  WDIiam  A.  Burwell,^  William  Batier, 
John  Q.  Calhoun,  Lan^on  Chovcs,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  l^ewis  Condit,  Wi^iam  Crawfokd,  Rogsr 
Davis,  Joseph  D^ha,  Elias  Earie,  James  Bmott,  WI- 
Ham  Fmdley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  CThofaf"; 
Thomas  R.  OoM,  Isaiah  L.  Qreen,  Felix  Orandy,  Ob0d 
Han,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jaeeb  fiai^. 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  JobttsoB*  WiUiaa  It 
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lag,  Abner  Lacook,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv- 
ingtton,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Meore,  William 
McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah 
Metctl^  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Kitchill,  James  Mer- 
gtn,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William 
Paulding,  jun.,  Israel  Pickens,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Rjdgelj,  John  Rhea,  John  Hoane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
WiUiam  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenexer  Seaver, 
John  SeTier,  John  Smilie,  Geotge  Smith,  John  8nrith> 
Ridiird  dtanfbrd,  William  Strong,  Peleg  Tailman, 
Mm  TaKaiferro,  Uri  Trftoy,  Gedrg«  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Tnraer,  jr^  Pierre  Van  CortUndt,  ir.,  Robert  White- 
hill,  David  R.  Williams,  Thonias  WUso^,  and  Robert 
Wnght. 

Nats— Exekiel  Bacon,  Abijah  l^igekrw,  Elijah  Brig- 
ktm,  Ep^hroditus  Champioii,  Martin  Chittenden,. 
John  DaTsnport^  jun^  William  Bly,  James  Fisk,  A« 
Fitch,  Boiling  Hall,'  Richard  Jackson, Junior,  Lyman 
Ltw,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,^ Joseph 
Petrton,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Adam 
Seybert,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  "taggart,  Benjamm 
Tailmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  White.  ^ 
QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^fur  the  establish- 
meot  of  a  Cluartermaster's  Departmeat"  came  up 
on  its  third  readiag.  ' 

Mr.  Alston  said,  if'  the  House  would  pay  at- 
teniioo  to  the  duty  of  the  Purveyor  of  Public 
Sopplies,  and  examine  the  powers  girea  to  the 
^arteripaster  Qeneral  in  this  bill,  it  would  ap- 
pear evident  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  both 
offiees^and  it  c^ttainly  was  not  the  wish  of  the 
House  to  erect  two  great  departments  to<perform 
the  same  duties.  He  could  perceive  no  way  in 
which  on^  officer  was  to  be  a  «heck  tipon  the 
other.  He  liked  the  bill  as  it  came  from  th^  Sen- 
Me  better  than  as  amended,  as  he  saw  np  necessity 
for  retaining  the  office  of  Purveyor.  > 

Mr.  Tali^i ADGB  observed,  that  the  great  object 
of  this  bill,  and  the  only  one  which  mi^de  it  neces- 
^ry,  was  to  pravide  for  a  Quartermaster  General's 
I)epartment,  instead  'of  military  agents,  as  em- 
ployed at  present.  There  neyer'was  such  ad  ofi$- 
eer  in  the  staff  department  in  the  Revolutiooffry 
^r.  The  late  Secretary  of  War,  as  well  as  the 
present,  were  in  favor  of  this  change.  The  mili- 
^Y  agents,  without  much  r^ponsibility,  had 
oesrljr  eontroLieti  <  the  whole  War  -Deparcment. 
Aa  attempt  was  made  two  years  ago.  to  effect  this 
ehaoge,  but^it  then  failed.  Theofllce  of  Purvi^vor 
of  Pahuc  Supplies  was  instituted  long  before  t^at 
of  Military  Agent,  t'he  duties  of  the  Ctuarter- 
"Mster  Qeaeral  and  Purveyor,  are  very  different. 
The  fdrmer  is  a  highly^  respectable  and  confiden- 
tial office^ ;  he  is  neit  ui  consequence  to  the  Com- 
Qiaoder-iD-Chief,  with  whom  he  has  frequent 
coDununication.  Every  movement  of  the  Army 
IS  first  communicated  to  him.  He  ought  to  be  a 
"ulitary  character.  It  is  his  duty  to  reoeire  and 
oeJirer  out  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  Army, 
&od  to  attend  to  iu  movements.  The  duties  of. 
the  Purveyor  is  to  purchase,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  arms,  clothing, 
hospital  stores,  and  every^  other  arti6I^  necessary 
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for  the  Army.  So  that  there  is  not  the  least  simi- 
larity between  .the  two  officers ;  one  being  the 
piHrchasing,  the  other  the  distributing  officer.  If 
the  office  of  Purveyor  were  to  be  done  away,  the 
duartermaster  General  would  have  to  employ  a 
deputv  or  agent  to  make  these  purchases,  wb^ch 
would  be  putting  too  much  in  the  power.of  a  sub- 
ordinate officer,  and  would  do  away  that  check 
which  will  exist  if  the  Purveyor  be  continued,  as 
the  purchaser  and  distributor  of  the  supplies  would 
be  in  the  same  person.  The  Purveyor  i:i  aiso  the 
purchaser  of  goods  for  the  In^lian  department. 

Mr.  Williams  rose  to  prevent  any  person  from 
falling  into  >  the  mistake  which  the  gentlemaa 
from  North  Carolina  appeared  to  have  dooe.  by 
makinff  remarks  applicable  to  the  printed  bill  (a ' 
part  ofwhichhad  been  struck  out  and  other  parts 
amended  (instead  of  the  bill  read  from  the  Chair. 
He  deemed  it  unnecessiary  to  add  anything  ia 
reply,  to  what  had  beeaso  well  said  by  the  gea- 
tleman  from  Connecticut. 

Mr.  AxstoN  said  he  had  aUended  (o  the  bill  as 
read,  and  not  to  the  printed  bill;  and  insisted  that 
from  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  the  Secretary  of 
War  might  direct  the  Purveyor  and  Quarter- 
master lo  purchase  the  same  articles.  If  the  bill 
was,  what  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had 
stated  it  to  be,  he  should  not  haVe  objected  to  it,; 
but  it  was  not.     . 

Mr.  doiNCY  had  doij^bts  whether  both  these 
officers  were  necessary.  -  There  was  no  such  offi- 
cer as  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  during  the 
Revolutionarv  wari'  If  it*  were,  found  hereafter 
that  another  besides  the  Cluartermaster  Gkneral 
was  necessary,  he  oould  be  appointed.  There 
ought  certainly  to  be  a  responsibility  attached 
to  the. purchase  of  supplies,  and  this  might  be 
placed  m  the  Head  or  the  War  Department  or 
Quartermaster  Ckneral.  He  had  not  suffit^ieut  . 
light  on  the  sfubject,  to  say  that  both  these  officers 
are  necessary.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it 
came  from  the  Senate.  \  •        . 

/  Mr.  Blodnt  said,  that  though  there  was  not  a 
Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  there  was  a  Clothier,  Who  did  much 
th/elsame  buisiness.  If  w^  are  going  to  war,  said 
Mr.  B*i  he  did  not  see  bovir  we  could  do  without 
a  Quartermaster  Gkoeral ;  and  it  would  be  im- 
proper for  hip  to  become  the  purchaser  of  sup- 
plies, which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Purveyer  to  pur- 
chase, becaitse,  as  had  already  been  stated,  there 
would  be  no  check  in  the  boisipeas.  There  must 
be  propriety  in  keeping  the  offices  distinct 

Mr^  Macon  observe^,  it  was  impossible  to  go  to 
war  without  a  Quartermaster  Greneral ;  for  there 
is  no  man  has  so  much  to  do  about  an  army  aa 
this' officer.  There  was  always  more  difficulty  in 
settling  the  Quartermaster  Qeneral's  accounts 
than  any  othen  The  only  instances  in  which  a 
Quartermaster  General  has  to  purchase  supplies, 
is  when,  by  some-  miscarriage  or  accident,  the 
supplies  from  the  Commissary  or  Purveyor  do  not 
arrive  in  season.  It  is  necessary  that  such  a 
power  should  be  vested  in  this  officer*  to  be 
used  on  such  extraordinary  occasions.  As  ha^ 
been  stated  by  his  colleague,  though  there  were 
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no  Purreyor  daring  the  Revdlation,  there  were 
clotbieQB  or  agents  em  ployed  indifferent  situati^^ns, 
which  answered  the  purpose.  The  qtialifitations 
necessary  ibr  the  duartermaster  General  and  Pur- 
veyor are  yerv  different ;  the  one  ought  to  be  a 
soldier,  (he  otner  a  merchant. 
The  bill  passed  by  a  large  majorhy. 

NAVAL  E8TABLI6Hi(ENT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning'  the  Natal  Es- 
tablishment. 

Mr.  Cheyes,  the.  Chairman  of  the  Nayy  Com- 
mittee, moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  with  '^four.  bund  red  apd  eighty  thou- 
sand dollars,"  and  said  he  believed  it  to  be  his 
duty  at  this'time,  to  disclose  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whrole  the  views  atad  motivea  of  the  select 
committee  in  reporting  tbe  bill.  Mr«  C.  said,  I 
consider  this  subject  as  one  of  the  most  important 
that  can  be  brought  before  this  House;  as  a  great 
question,  involving,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the 
Mite  of  a  species  of  national  defence  the  most  es- 
sential and  necessary  to  the  interests  of  this  coun- 
try. '  I  know,  said  Mr.  C,  how  many  and  how 
strong  ate  the  prejudices^  ho^  numerous  and  how 
deeply  laid  are  th%  errors  which  I  have  to  en- 
counter in. the  discussion  of  this  question ;' errors 
and  prejudices  the  more  formidable,  as  they  come 
recommended  by  the  virtues,  and  shielded  by  the 
estimable  motives  of  those  who  indulge  them.  1 
have  been  told  that  thfs  subject  is  unpopular,  and 
it  has  been  not  indrstinctly  hinted,  that  those 
who  become  the-zealousradvocafesof  the  bill  Will 
not  advance  by  their  exertions  the  personal  esti- 
mation  in  which  they  may  be  held  by  their  polif- 
ical  associates.  1  will  not  do  my  political  friends 
the  injustice  to  believe  that  these  exertions' will 
diminish  their  confidence;  but,  could  I  think 
otherwise,  I  hope  I  shall  neyer  W diverted  fcom 
a  faithful  discharge  of  my  duty  by  condderatioas 
of  this  kind.  I  wish  to  lead  no  mauf  and  i  am 
determined  not  ta  be  blindly  led  by" any  man.  In 
acting  with  a  party,  I  do  so^  because  I  adopt'thelr 
leading  principles  and  politics  as  tbei)est,and  be- 
cause I  believe,  from  tne  nature  of  free  Govern- 
ment, it  is  necessary  so  to  act  to  give  efficiency 
to  the  exertions  of  any  individual  3  but  I  do  not 
feel  myself,  therefore,  b6und  to  renounce  my  de- 
liberate bpituons  on  all  the  great  interests  of  the 
nation,  or  to  take  no  independent  part  in  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  party  to  which  I  belong.  I  sinoc;re-- 
ly  believe  thtft,  if  this  infant.  Natal  Establish-' 
ment  be  either  abandoned  or  put  down,  the  party. 
who  now  form  the  majority  in  this  House,  and 
in  the  country,'  may  run  great  risk  of  becoming 
the' minority,  not  only  within  these  walls,  but  in 
the  nation. 

*  This  qqestion  mlist  be  discussed,  said  Mr.  C, 
on  this  occasion,  on  new  principles.  .Hitherto,  in 
politics,  as  in  science  and  morals,  there  have  been 
certain  fix^d  principle?,  which,   to '  attempt  to 

grove,  would  be  considered  as  trifling,  with  the 
earer ;  and  certainly  among  these,  the  propriety 
■  and  necessity  of  protecting  commerce,  in  a  com- 
mercial country,  would  have  been  ranked.    Bot 


we  have  h^rd  it  said,  and  it  has  almost  beeome 
pdpular  and  fashionable  to  say  on  this  floor,  that 
the  nation  bught  not  to  go  to  war  for  the  protec- 
tion of  commerce ;  and,  by  stronger  reasoa,  that 
it  ought  n6t  to  establish  a  navjr,  which,  it  is  sop- 
posed,  is  fitted  only  for  that  object;  that  ootbiog 
s]iould  provoke  us  to  this  act  of  national  resist- 
an(^e,  but  the  actual  invasion  of  our  soil.  Wbea 
sucli  principles  Have  been  avowed,  the  frieadsof 
the  bill  before  you  cannot  deem^  it  unnecessary- 
the  opponents  of  it  ec^nnot  consider  it  as  improp- 
erly obtrusiv^-^to  discuss  the  question,  whether 
the  commerce  of  this  country  is  entitled  to  pro- 
tection. I  ask  the  patient  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  such  suRguments  a^  shall  grow  out  of  the 
subject,  which  I  will  endeavor  to  lay  before  then 
with  as  much  precision  and  clearness  as  I  am 
able,  r  shall  not  hesitate  to  occupy  thdr  time 
by  a  full  development  of  them  as  the  im^taaee 
of  ihe  question  demands,  and  will  justify  it,  while 
the  errors  and  prejudices' th^t  encumber  and  em- 
barrass the  subject  render  it  necessary. 
V,  Is  commence,  then,  in  this  country,  enutled  to 
protection  ?  The  ooject  of  all  government  is 
protection ;  the  strong,  under  it,  are  moreeffecto- 
ally  protected  by  the  combination  of  their  streogth 
with  the  power  of  weaker  interests — even  to  the 
stron2,this  protection  is  necessary — but  it  is  more 
the  object  of  the  weak,  and  to  them  is  more  ne* 
cesser y.  How  obvipus,  tben,  is  the  violation  of 
the  object  of  all  government,  if  the  weaker  inter- 
ests are  ^nied  protection  because  it  may  require 
some  sacri^ces  from  the  strong  ?  Yet,  this  rio- 
lation  is  really,  though  not  ostensibly  asserted  to 
be  justifiable  by  those  who  say  .we  shall  not  exert 
the  national  energies  in  the  form  of  war  for  the 
protection  of  commerce.  Agriculture,  they  saj. 
IS  the  great  interest  of  the  counuy ;  and.  as  war 
Mi  require  of  it  great  sacrifices,  therefore  the 
protection  of  commerce  ouglit  to  be  abandoned. 
And  is  it,  then,  true,  that  the  greatest  interest 
which  enjoys  the  protection  of  C^vernmeat,  aod 
exacts  .of  the  Weaker  the  sacrifices  necessarvfor 
this  end,  shall,  in  turn,'sufier  nothing  in  defence 
of  those  interests  with  which  it  is  associated!  No, 
that  is  too  moostroQs  a  prinoiyla  to  be  asserted. 
Bot  gebtlemen  say,  it  is  not  incumbent  on  a  Got- 
-ernmeni  to  defend  vthe  sa^allest  interest  whieb 
clairns  its  protection,  by  ti^e  greatest  sacrificeiof 
which  it  is  oapable-^thn^^sufierint^  of  war,  and  its 
calamitous  and  .ruifkous  conaequeoces.  This  pro- 
tection of  commerce  will  cost  more,  they  say, 
thaii  the  object  is  worth,  and  therefore  oO^ht  not 
to  be  granted.  These  positions  I  deny ;  and  al' 
though  I  admit  that  the  smkllest  interests  otao- 
ciety'  are  not  to  be  defended  b)r,  the  greatest  exer- 
tionr-by  war — because  partialinterests  tnusi  yield 
to  the  great  and,  general  Interests  of  society;  y^ 
every  other  interest  is  not  to  yield  to  the- greatest 
interest.  When  the  interest  in  question  becomes 
a- general  one,  and  assumes'  the  ^character  of  one 
of  the  great  intercuts  of  the  oommunitv,  its  de- 
fence deinands  the  exertion  of  the  whole  power 
of  the  Government,  and  its  claims , are- not  le<$ 
than  would  be  those  of  the  greatest  interest  on- 
der  its  protection.    I  deny  that  war  is  ever  justly 
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iboDdedon  a  calculation  of  mere  pecooiaryloss 
orgaio.  War  k  always  a  terrible,  and  not  an- 
frequeocly  a  rninons^  cdhimily,  and  caa  be  com- 
pensiCed  by  no  peciraiary  advaolage;  this  caanot, 
therefore,  be  the  bans  of  political  caleulatioo. 
Wtrooglit  ncTer  to  be- made  bat  in  defence  of 
the  great  interests  of  the  eommiinily-;  and*  in  such 
t  ease,  theonljr  cakulatfon  which  Bhoold  oe  made 
by  t  high^pirited  nation,  or  a  just  Otovernmiint^ 
is  the  oalculfKion  of  the  natiotiSil  abilitf  to  wage 
the  war.  But  th^  subjebt  is  one  not  to  be  iilus- 
tnted  by  argument.  ^  ivphtiaerin  itself  than 
it  caa  bf  made  by  reasoning;  When  Ike  propo- 
sition is  sttbmiued,it  appears  to  cast  off  the  fid- 
Temitioos  aid  «a  cumbrous  and  unneceansry^  Tet. 
there  is  a  elatm  of  peculiar  right  which  raaj^ana 
OQght  to  be  added.  It  perva^ded  and  supplied 
gieady  and  deeply  the  motires  and  the  causes  of 
the  poiitieal  compict  under  which  ^we  are  assem- 
Uei<  in  this  Hall.  The  distresses  of  commerce, 
eoabiaing  with  the  other  suffering  interests  of 
the  eoontry,  laid  the  foundations  of  this  happy 
Uoioo,andin  this  hour  of  mutual  p^riL  and  mu- 
tual distsAs)  was  giyea  the  pledge  of  unKual 
protsctiott ;  and  we  are  ealled  upon  now  to  /de- 
clare whether  it  shall  be  forcibly' withheld  wfth-( 
OQt  being  justly  redeemed'?  No  man  of  gener- 
oos  feelinffs;  no  honest  statesman,  .no  honortrble 
mtiaber  ef  this  House,  Wm  sure,  will  avow  spch 
ao  object.  How,  then,  can  the  protection  of  com- 
meree,  the  s^ond  great  Interest  of  the  i^ation,  be 
abaDdoaed  ?  Or  will  you  say  that  eommerce  is 
proteeted)  because  yon  defend  the  worthless  sands 
of  the  seashore^  «r  ^h^  domfortless  dwellings  of 
those  derot^-  to  commerce?  You  will  deride 
their  feelings  and  mock  the  substance  with  less 
than  the  semblance  of  justice.iwhsn  yoti  tell  them 
thai  yon  defead  th^p  altars  and  their  fire^des, 
if  you  abandon  their  property  on  the  ocean,  which 
it  necestery  to  make  the  one  cheerful  and,'^  at 
least,  useful,  to  carry  the  heart  with  gratitude  lind 
tnaqoil  piety,  to  the  foot  of  the  other.    . 

Bat;  said  Mr.  C^  we  dart  not  act  on  the  principles 
which  we  appeftr  to  profess.  Are  in  not  at  thb 
moHient  about  to  jto  to  war  in  defence  of  hut  vi- 
olated eomoaeroef  Did  not  my  honorable  friend 
and  worthy  eoUeaguc,  (Ms.  WibLiAMs^  the  other 
day,  in  a  strain  of  eloqtience  which  did  e«fual 
honor  to  his  talents  and  his  patriotisms^  put  the 
qitestion  on  this  footkig,  and  yet,  it  js  strange,  he 
wiH  be  (mposed  to  th^  bill  belore  yoOv  I  cill 
ttpOQ  gentlemen  to- divest  thembelres  of  >tbe  pre- 
jodtees  they  may  hare  imbibed  ou  this  subject ; 
they  mast  see,  mtt  this  moment^  in .  the  measores 
which  they  have  just  adopted,  the  current  of  cor- 
rect feelings  impelling  them  on  their  object  in  op- 
position to  th^  prejudice  of  opinion.  They  are 
going  to  war  la  defence  of  codlmerce,  in  oppo- 
cition  to  their  declaration,  that  they  will  not  go 
to  war  in  deduce  of  commerce. 

Bat,  said  Mr<  C,  why  is  the  protection  of  com- 
merce distineuisked  from  the'  protection  of  agri- 
culture ?  •  The  interests  of  agriculture  and  com- 
merce are  inseparable.  What  is  commerce  but 
the  exchange  of  the  surplus  prodnceof  the  indus-' 
try  of  one  individual  for  that  of  another,  the  sur- 


plus productions  of  one  nation  for  those  of  anoth- 
er? How  is  foreign  commerce  carried  on? 
By  agents  amon^  yourselves.' or  by  agents  in 
foreign  countries;  by  domestic  or  by  foreign 
capital.  But  which  is  most  advantageous  to  the 
agriculturist?  Certainly,  yonr  own  merchants 
an^  your  own  capital.  Half  the  number  of  agents 
at  home,  if  it  werefor  no  other  reason  than  their 
proximity,  Will  do  Che  business;  half  the  domes- 
tic capital,  from  the  repeated  operations  of  which 
it  is  susceptible,  wiU  effect  the  exchange.  It  is 
these  eperadons  which  constitute  commerce,  and 
it  is  this  commerce  which  makes  agriculture  val- 
uable^ Every  facility  of  commerce  incpeases  the 
value  of  agricultural  productions;  Thus  it  it, 
that  the  commerce  of  our  fkriQs  is  more  or  leas 
valuable,  as  tbey.are  mbre  or  less  remote  from 
market ;  because,  as  they  are  more  or  less  remote 
from  market}  li  tne  exchange  more  or  less  laeile, 
these  resulu  ore  equally  attendant  on  every  facil- 
ity or  disadvantage;  tfvery  eixpen^  and  eVerr 
difficulty  of  transportation  add  exchange  witn 
foreign  countries  diminishes  the  value  of  our 
agriculture.  But  no  facility  is  so  great  as  se- 
curity ;  and  to  give  this  security  in  time  of  war, 
your  ships  must  be  protected  on  the  ocean.  Sup- 
pose, as  ts  in  fact  the  case  at  th6  present  moment. 
Great  Briuin  and  France  to  be  engafired  in  hostil- 
ities with  each  other ;  the  difficulties  of  transporting 
your  produce  to  the  domiaions  of  either,  are  iur 
creased  by  the  spoliations  of  the  other.  Of  course, 
the  pricesof  your,  produce  will' faH,  and  the  value 
of' your  agriculture  will  be  diminished  by  every 
risk  and  every  expense  which  these  difficulties 
'  may  caus^.  out  imagine  the  same  commerce  -to 
be  protect^,  and  exactly  in  the  degree  of  that 
protection  will  the  prices  of  your  products  and 
the  value  of  your  agriculture  be  increased.  Sup- 
pose-it  completely  protected,  and  the  agricultur- 
ist would  combine  the  advantage  of  war  prices 
and  profits  with  no  other  than  the  charges  of 
peace.  But  suppose  we  should  ddopt  the  Chi- 
nese system,  as  it  has  been  cAlldd,  and  have  no 
ships  of  our  own^  and  that  we  should,  as  we  do 
in  tact  at  this  time,. require  the  ports  of  France, 
and  the  rest  of  the  Continent  under  her  control, 
as  mktketS'for  our  agricultural  productions,  what 
would  be  the  consequence  ?  British  ships  are  ex- 
cluded from  these  ports,  and  there  are  no  other 
foreign  carriers/ and  we  should  have  none  of  our 
own ;  how,  in  that  case,  wocdd  we  convey  a  pound 
of  cotton  or  tobacco,  or  any  other  article,  to  these 
markets?^  How  would  it  be  possible  to  render 
our  agricOUurai  productions,  which  are  consumed 
iq.  these  eoctntries,  of  any  value  ?  Without  ships 
and  seamen,  and,  consequently,  without  commerce, 
of  what  value  would  all  our  agriculture  be  be- 
yond the  supply  of  ^  meat,  fire,  and  clothes  ?"  - 
And  is  not  this  nearly  the  state  and  situation  of 
our  present  unprotected  commerce  and  our  pres- 
ent languishing  agriculture?  But  were  our  com- 
merce effectually  protected,  did  our  flag  give  se- 
curity to  the  vessels  which  bear  it  and  liie  proper- 
ty they  convey,  what  wou^d  be  the  appreciatiq|i  in 
value  of  the.  agricultural  products  of  our  country, 
Which  are  now  without  purckaeers  and  prioei? 
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It  has  becD  said,  by  a  strong  and  lively  figare 
of  rhetoric,  that  this.cotintry  is  a  great  land  ani- 
mal, whicn  should  not  yentitre  into  the  water. 
Bnt  if  yon  look  at  its  broad  high  back,  the  Alle- 
ganies,  and  its  great  sides  swelling  to  the  East 
and  to  the  West,  where  do  you 'find  its  immense 
limbs  terminate?  Not  On  some gfreat  plain  which 
has  been  formed  for  their  reception,  but  in  two 
great  oceans,  t4ie  Pacific  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
Atlantic  on  the  other.  The  figure  explains  the 
true  interests  of  the  country,  in  the  inseparable 
union  and  necessary  dependence  of  agriculture 
and  eomtoerce.  The  Qod  of  Nature  did  not  give 
to  the  United  States  a  coast  of  two  thousand 
miles  in  extent,  not  to  be  used.  No;  it  was  in- 
tended by  this  bounty  to  ittkke  us  m  great  com- 
mercial people ;  and  shkW  we  ungratefully  reject 
the  enjoyment  of  bis  unexampled  benenoence? 
No^  it  has  pot  and  will  not  be  ne^ected.  A  great 
portion  of  our  people  exist  but  upon  the  oc^n 
and  its  fruits.  It  has  been  eloqt^ently.  and  not 
less  truly  than  eloquently,  said,  that  *Uhe  oceatn 
is  their  farm/'  and  it  must  and  wilt  be  protected. 
But  how  is  this  protection  to  be  afibrded  ?  I  will 
endeavor  to  prove  that  it  can  be  done,  and  done 
most  cheaply  and  effectnaily  by  a  navai  force ; 
and  if  I  s^icceed  in  this,  I  shall  hope  for  the  con- 
currence of  the  Committee.  No  proposition  ap- 
pears to  me  more  true  or  more  obvious,  than  that 
It  is  only  by  a  naval  force  »hat  our  comm«rce 
and  our  neutral  rights  on  the  ocean  can  be  pro- 
tected. We  are  now  going  to  war  for  (he  protec- 
tion of  theae  rights ;  but  in^what  way,  and  under 
what  circumstances  ?  The  mode-  is  altogether 
accidental,  and  not  founded  on  the  permanent  re- 
lations or  means  of  the  country.  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  condemn  the  course  which  has  been 
taken.  It-has  had  my  b'earty  concurrence,  and 
my  zealous,  though  feeble,  support.  I  hopt  it 
Hiay  be  altogetherefifectual ;  and  I  believe  it  will 
inflict  a  wound"  which  wiil  bc^  fdt  with  poig- 
nancy. But  it  is,  notwithstanding,  partial  and  ac- 
cidental; for,  if  Great  Britain  had  not  the  Oana- 
das  on  our  borders,  how  eoufd  we  attack  or  resist 
her.  armed  as  we  are  1  If  w^  pof^sess  our^elv^ 
of  the  Canadas,  and  this  tve  shall  certainly  de 
in  the  ev^nt  of  war,  how  and  where  shall  w*  then 
continue  the  war  without  tf  jiaval  force?  We 
ihall  suffer  the  evils  of  war,  without  inflictinjg 
any  of  tliem  on  the  enemy.  We  cannot  send  our 
regulars  or  our  volunteers  on  the  oce^o.  Does  it 
Doty  then,  result,  inevitably,  as  the  dictate  of  com- 
mon prudence,  that  we  should,  as.soon  as  possible, 
commence  our  naval  preparations?  The  Naval 
Establishment  of  the  United  States  has  been  here- 
tofore so  much  neglected,  that  it  is  at  present  in 
H  state  of  lamentable  depression ;  and  the  ques- 
tion now  is,  whather  we  will  suffer  it  to  go  down 
entirely,  or  attempt  to  rai«e  it  up  to  some  dei^tee 
of  respectability.  Some  gentlemen  say;  "^jfyou 
bad  asked  for  no  more  thaqthe  reparatiop  of  the 
frigates  in  ordinary,  we  might  have  granted  your 
request."  But,  for  myself^  I  would  not  thank 
tny  gentleinan  for  t|)is  concession.  The  select 
•ommittee  Conceived  it  to  be  their  duty  to  bring 
Ihc  question  fully  befoie  the  Housa  in  the  shape 


in  which  th«y  have  exposed  it.  Not  to  ask  mere- 
ly what  it  would  do  to  assist  by  naval  co-opera- 
tion, in  the  first  efibrts  of  the  contemplated  strug- 
gle, but  principally  what  it  would  do  towards  es- 
tablishing and  perpetuating  a  fespectable  nafal 
force- for  the  prot^tion  of  those  important  rights 
of  the  people,  which  are,  and  must  continae,  ex- 
posed upon  the  ocean.  Their  determiDatioa  wv 
plainly,  candidly,  and  boldly,  to  speak  to  the 
Ho»se,  and  throiii^h  it  to  the  tuition,  on  this  creit 
question,  jand  leave  its  "fate  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
one  and  the  good  s^nse  of  the  other. 

That  «a  respectable  Naval  Bstablishmeot  if- 
ford^  the  only  efifeetual  means  of  causing  oir 
cohimercial  'rights  to  be  respected,  will,  as  a 
geireral  proposition^  be  denied  by  few  persoas,  if 
any.  Bqr  its  adoption  by  us  i«  deemed  improper 
by  those  who  oppose  it,  on  the  grounds  of  the 
enormous  expense  which,  it  is  said,  the  establish- 
ment will  necessitate^  and  the  inability  of  the 
dation,  by  any  force  which  it  can  provide,  to  re- 
sist, with  effect,  the.  immense  natral  power  of 
Greftt  Britain.  Is  it  not  surprising,  that  so  much 
prejudice  should  exist  li^inst  this  esbUsshiaeot 
oDf  acQOimt  .of  its  expensiveness,  When  it  is  asce^ 
tafnodi  that,  daring  the  whole  eighteen  yeinof 
iu  existence,  from  1794^  tol811>  ioclosive;it  has 
cost  the  Go^vemment  only  ^7,176,695?  I  tm 
afraid  I  shall  be  tedious;  because  the  only  way  ia 
iHiich  I'hope  to  bring  conviction  home  to  the 
minds  of  the  House,  is  by  enterinf^,  with  miotite- 
ness  and  precision,  into  a  dry  detail  of /'fibres  aad 
statements ;  but  the  necessity  of  the  cdse  must  be 
my  apology  for  the  course  "v^hkh  I  shall  take.  If 
the  House  shall  have  full  confidence  in  mjr  state- 
ments, much  win  be  gained  to  the  argument;  for 
it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  the  beam 
to  follow  me  through  an  examination^  of  fbese 
details,  as  the-argument  proceeds.  F-or  this  eoa- 
fidence,  therefore,  I  will  venture  to  hope.  I  be- 
lieve the  statements  on  which  I  rely  to  be  aeca- 
rate,  as  far  as  •accuracy  is  material  to  the  discos- 
sion.  I  will. state  them  with  candor,  and,  whea 
I  h^ve  concluded,  I  will  put  them  into  the  haads 
6f  gehtlem^B  who  may  wish  to  examine  them, 
for  their  own  satislaction,  or  to  refute  them.  The 
average  annual  expetise  of  this  establishment,  so 
much  censured  for  its  wasteful  and  improvtdeat 
management,  has  bat  little  exceeded  (1,500,000, 
whicb  fs  not  mvfch  inore  than  twice  the  amoofit 
^of  tbetisual  annual  appropriation  for  our  ceo- 
nomical  Civil  List.  It  has  been  generally  MR' 
posed,  that  it  hasi  been  much  more  expensive  than 
the  Military  fiUtablishment,  but  I  will  show  that 
this  is  not  really  the  case.  The  expense  of  the 
Military  Kstablishment,  from  1791  to  1811,  iocli- 
vive,  has  been  937,541;669,  gtvivf  an  annuaU▼e^ 
age  of  91,706,600,  or  $300,000-  per  annam  mote 
than  that  of  the  Navy.  It  thus  appears  that,  ia 
the  gross  amount,  as  well  b^  in  the  annual  ex- 
penditui^  the  Army  baa  been  more  expensire 
than  the  Navy.  Compare,  too,  the  services 
of  the  Army  with  those  of  the  Navy,  and  it 
wtU  be  found  that  those  of  the  latter  have  beea 
most  useful  and  tpost  honorable  to  the  oation.  I 
know  of  kiOMBervice  of  this  character  which  the 
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Armf  has  performed)  except  tke  defeat  of  tbe  Id- 
diaD»  bjr  Geoeral  Waf  ne,  and  the  late  gallant 
affiiir  on  the  Wabash.  The  Navy,  id  the  coDtest 
with  France  in  1798,  were  yiotorious  whe^^ver 
it  eoeottotered  an  enemy,  and  pr.obably  laid  the 
fouodation  of  the  suhsequent  aqcommodation  with 
that  nation.    In  the  Mediterranean,  its  exploits 

Sivea  name  to  the  country  throtighout  Elurope; 
ombled,  in  an  unexampled  ntenner,  the  pirati- 
cal and  barbarous  foe,  and  crawned  itself  with  a 
reputation  for  intrepidity  and  heroism,  which  bad 
Bot  been  exceeded  by  the  exploits  of  any  nation, 
and  which  must  ^o  down  to  a  distant  posterity.  I 
mean  not,  by  this  compaFisoD,  to  say  anytnJDg 
iojorioDs  to  the  Army,  hut  only  to  declare  that 
preference,  to  which  I  tnink  the  na?al  services  of 
the  eouBtry  are  entitled.  Admitting^  if  it  be  de^ 
aired,  thi^t  the  Navy  has  heretofore  occasioned  an 
expease  not  warranted  by  its  focce  or  it^  services ; 
and  I  cannot  deny  but  that,  from  a  rariety  of 
causes,  the  expense  may  have  been  unnecessarily 
great ;  an  argument  aannot  thence  be  fairly  drawn 
against  its  ioture  uae — the  contrary  is  the  fair 
conckisien^  Past  errors  lay  the  foundation  of 
fotore  improvement.  It  was  thus,  the  greatest 
oratoi,  and  oae  of  the  greatest  statesmen,  of  anti- 
Hnity,  reasoned.  The  great  Athenian  oratqr, 
when  rousing  his  countrymen  by  his  impetuoua 
eioqeeoce,  to.  resist  the  imbition  of  Philip^  de-. 
dared  that^  it  was  on  their  j^t  misconduct  that 
]^  kilt  his  highest  hopes ;  fifrr,  said  he,  "  were 
we  thus  distres^,  in  apiteof  every -vigorous  ef- 
fort which  the  honor  of  our  StAte  demanded,  there 
were  then- no  hope  of  recovery."  So  may  ^ we 
reason  in  this  case;  for  had  theee  extraordinary 
expenses  been  the  result  of  good  economy,  then, 
ii^deed,  would  their  diminution  be  hopeless  ^  bur,' 
ai  thejr  have  {Proceeded  from  a  wasteful  or  upskil- 
fol  expenditure,  the  rem^y  wjll  be  fQund>  in  a 
teform  of  the  abuse;  to  efieoi.this  reform,  is  the 
doty  of  Congressi  But  it  has  not  pnly  been  less 
expensive,  tfa^n  the  Army,  hut  it-  may  be  prov.ed^ 
as  the  commlture  hav«  deolared  in  their  report,-^ 
that  ,^  a  navei  force  within  due  limits  And  under 
proper  regulatitns;  will  eonstitiK^  the*  cheapiest 
defence  of  the  nation."  This  will  be  partly  i>roved 
by  a  comparison  between  the. expense  of  the  per- 
maaent  fortifications  of  oar  maritime  frontier  and 
that  of  an  adequate  naval  defence.  The  ffxperi- . 
ence  of  modem  nayai  warfare  har  proved  that 
BO  fortifications  lean  prevenl  the  pateage  of  ships 
of  war.  The  pretent  ibrtificaiions  of  our  mari* 
time- frontier,  though  they  are  d^oi^  numerous 
and  better  than«  they^  have  been  at  any  other  pe^ 
noc^in  our  history , cannot  prevent  an  incoosider- 
able  naval' force  from  laying  many  of  oprtowoi 
in  ashes..  Indeed,  it  is  believed  that  no  f^tifica- 
tions  which  c6p  be  erected  will  afibrd  a  complete 
protection  against '  a«ch  atucfcs,  while  their  ^x* 
pease  would  be  oppressive  to  the  nation.  The 
eiiy  of  New  York  alone,  if  cetnpletely  fortified, 
wonld  require  a  further  expenditure  of  thcee  Knil- 
lioas  of  dc^lars,  and  n  garriaon  ot  ten  thousand 
tBen,  and  then  might  be  laidin«  job^  by  four  or 
ive  aetenty-fours.  But  we  hnve  a  coast.of  two 
thonaand  miles  to*  protect,  the  expense  of  which 


'could  no^  be  borne  by  the  nation.  A  better  de- 
fence would  be  furnished  by. such  a  naval  force 
as  Would  give  youn.  mastery  in  the.  Aitaerican 
sea^  and  at  home  much  l^s  expense.  I  have 
taken  the  trouble^  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  as 
a  member  of  ihe  select  committee,  tb  ascertain 
the  expenditures*  which  have  been  actually  made 
on  account  of  fortifications,  and  they  amount  very 
nearly  to  46.500^000.  It  is  necessary,  in  fairness, 
to  state,  that  upwards  pf  ^,000,000  consist  of  the 
permanent  appropriation^ndUaUy  made  ''for  for* 
tificatioDs,  arsenals,  and  armdries.''  I  am  not 
suflEiciently  acquainted  with  the  application  of 
ibis  appropriatidn  to  say  how  much  of-  it  may 
have  been  expended^n -the  fortifications  of  the 
maritime  frontier,  but  gentlemen  mav^make  any 
deduction*  they  may  think  proper  on  tnis  account, 
it  will  no>vary  materially  theffeneral  result.  When 
the  present  ibrtifications  shall  be  com pleted,and  the 
addtttonsL  made  whiorh  will  be  aathorized  by^rhe 
approprifltidns  of  the  present  year,  it  will  require 
fifteen  thousand  artillerists  to  garrison  them,  ex- 
elusive  of  siich  other^force  as  wfll  be  necessary  in 
case  of  attack.  The  report  of  the  Secretary  pf  ^ 
War  on  this  subject,  which  is  among;  the  printed 
documents  on  your  table,  requires,  for  the  present 
fovtificatioDS^  12,600  artillerists;  and  I, think  it 
fair  to  add  the  difi<»rence  betwee*n  this  number 
and  15,000^  the  number  which.  I  hi^ve  assumed, 
for '  additional  fortifications  which  are  deemea 
necessary,  and  willi)e  provided  for  by  the  appro- 
priatiohs  of  the  year,  ^These  men^are  to  be  en- 
listed, and  to  receive  lahd^and  pecuniary  bounjies. 
If  the  lands  thus  given  be  estimated  at  two  dol- 
lars per  acre,  which  is  the  lowest  price  at  which 
the  pfficers  of  the  Qovernment  ere  authorized  to 
sell  the  public  lands,  and  rather  below  the  actual 
sales,  they  will  amount,  for  16,000  men,  to  $4>- 
800,00a  It/will  be  proper  here  to  show  that 
these  land  bounties  are  to  be  considered  as  an  ac- 
tual expenditure  to  this  amount,  fis  it  ma]^  besup- 
posed  by  soine  that  the  public  lands  are  in  quan- 
tity almost  without  limits,  and  that  any  number 
of  acres  may  be  disposed  of  in  this  Way  without 
perceptibly  diminishing,  the  public  wealth.  This, 
however,  is  not  the  case;  the  lands^  given  in 
bounties  will  be  thrown  into  the  market  in  spite 
of  any  legal  Regulations  that  can  be  devised,  and 
will,  to  their  extent,  sttpersede  in  the  market  those 
of  the  GkMrernment;  they  will,  of  course  be  sold 
lo,wer  than  the  public  lands,  as  the  holders  will 
sell  at  the  price  at  which  they  may  be  ^ble  to  , 
force  a  sale..  The  weight  of  this  argument,  how- 
ever, may  be  denied,  but  should  it  be  diminished 
in  any  degree  by  the  objections  which  may  be 
made  to  it,  the  diminution  will  be  more  than 
compensated  by  a  consideration  of  the  disadvan- 
tages which  the  present  States  will  suffer  in  hav- 
ing their  population^  already  too  much  scattered, 
sprea^t>ut  to  their  extremes,  a  disadvantage  more 
reai  ^o  t^em  than  ^he  expenditure  of  a  consider* 
able  suD>  of  money,  nor  ami  to  be  .underfed  in 
thb  as  expressing  any  i^ostility  to  our  t^itorkl 
settlements,  which  ought  to  be  treated  with  the 
jdstiee  to  which,  they  are  entitled  under  our  laws, 
and  the  kindness  which  they  claim  as  our  breth- 
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]«n ;  but  we  are  Dot  therefore  todis^ise  thefact, 
tbat,  in  a  poHticai  view,  the.diffasion  of  a  po|>o- 
latioD,at  present  too  little  eondenfted,  mast  be  in- 
jurious to  those  wbomw^  now  reprtsent.  So 
much  has  been  said  of  the  land  ^boanties,*  not 
merely  for  the  suppoft  of  the  present  calealatioB, 
but  because  it  will  be  material  in  other  vi^ws  of 
this- subject.  It  probably  has  been  proved  that  it 
would  be  equally  advantageous  to  the  nation  to 
pay  the  estimated  amount  but  of  Hie  Treasury, 
were  the  money  there,  and  not  subject  to  more 
pressing  requisittoi^s. 
Then,  the  land  bounties  may  be  ^sthnat-  .' 

edat $4,800,000 

The  pectmiary  bounties  will  be  1^40,000, 

Whidiy  for  even  numbers,  call    -       -    '      S00,000 


^,000,000 
6,5(MM>00, 


$11,500,000 


Add  to  this  sum  the  eXpenditureKfor  ^e 
erection  of  forttfik^tions     •       • 

And  they  will  make  die  sum  of-  • 

<.  ^ — . — -> 

Tbii  sum  cpnstitOtes.the  £rsl  expenditure  on 
account  of  th^  permanent  fortifiqatioos-and  their 
defence ;  in  other  words,  the  fint  co$t^  and  is  ex- 
clusive of  annual  expenses^ 
The  annual  estimates  for  the  support  of 

fifteen  thousand  men,  will  be    -       »  .  4^,500,000' 
But  we  must  add  for  repairs  and  extraor- 

dinaries,  as  our  calculations  relate  to  % 

period  of  hostilities,  at  least 

Ma^g^for  annual  expense,  the  sukn  of    $6,000,000 


1,500^000 


The  addition  for  extraordinaries.is  much  below 
die  probable  fact;  and,  for. the  corrector  of  this 
opinion,  I  beg  leave  to  appeal  to  my  honorable 
coileaffue,  theOhairman  of  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, (Mr.  WiLLiAH 8,.)  who  has  latefy  and  fully 
turned  his  attentioa  to  the  subject,,  and.  request 
him  to  correct  me  if  I  ata^rong.    Npw,  let  us 
inouire,  what  will  be  the  expense  of  siich  a  Na- 
yal  Establishment  as  the  committee  have  pro-, 
posed  as  a  fbcce  competent  to  the  defence  of  your 
coasting  trade,  and  your  ports  and  harbon.    I 
must  here  take  for  granted,,  what  shall  be  proved 
in  the  progress  of  the  argument,  that  Uiis  force  is 
competent  for  the  object  proposed.       . 
Then,  twelve  aeventy-fonra  will  cost  in  building  and 
equ^iping,  accorduig  te  the  estimate  of  the  Seore- 
taJ7  of  the  Navy,  $883,000  each,  or  •     $8,960,000 
Twenty  frigates,  averaging  thirty-eighty 
guns,  according  to  the  same  estiipa^^ 
willcost  $170,000  each,  or        •        -.       3,400,000 


Say,  for  even  ntgnbers 


$7,500,000 


The  annual  expense,  ^according  to  the  same 
estimate,  will  be — 

For  twelve  Mventf-fours$»ll,7ai  each,  .  '  . 

say  •        -        •      .  -        •        •        .     $9,600,000 
Por  twenty  fiigates,  $10<),000  each       *       3,000,000 


$4,500,090 


Then  the  ccUiparatiTe  result  will  be : 
Original  cCst  of  permanent*  fortifications  and  dieirdt- 

fence        -        -        -        -        -       -   $11,600^ 

OriginSl  cost  of  naval  defence       -       •       7jm,(m 

Leaving  in'fovor  ef  iM^val  defonce  a  bal- 
ance of     •        -        V*       -       '       4,000^ 

Annual  expense^ — Of  fortificatiMia,  gaiw 

risQns,  dec        -     .  -        -        -        *       6,006,000 
Of  naval  defence-        -       -        -.     -       4,500.000 

Leaving  a  balance  in  fovor  of  our  naval 
defence  of       .-        -        -        -        -     $1,600^ 

It  iek  neoessary,  said  Mr.  C,  that  I  should  fortiff 
every  faet which  I  advance,  as  I  proceed,  for  ere- 
ryth) OCT  is  denied.  It  is  accordingly  dented  tbat 
the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  lure  to  be  rdisd 
upon,  for  it  is.  said  that  the  estimates  of  that  de- 
partment have  been  frequently  iaeorreet.  This 
may  have  been  the  ease  in  eone  instances;  bot 
it  i$  denied'  (nat  any  of  these  frvors  are  caieo- 
lated  to  prove  the  present  estimates  to  be  iaoor^ 
reet,  which  are  suted  by  the  Secretary  to-beidl, 
and  which  are  founded  on  the  whole  df  our  pirt 
ei^perience.  *  The  materiality  of  aceuraey,  how- 
eter,  in  (his  'partieular,Teqairte  that  ereiy^doabt 
should  'be  removed ;  and  it  shall  be  done,  u  sstif- 
factory  proof  can  pr^uce  that  etfect.  la  the  iril 
place,  the  fulness  Of  the  estioMtesi  which  is  "ths 
tact  we  haye  to  prove^  is  'confinned  by  tiie  fact 
alleged  by  the  oppcinenca  of  th^  Navy,  that  the 
eitpeoditures  on  this  object  havelbeen  wasidntty 
and  unskilfully  made,  and  therefore  the  ttttrodofr- 
tion  of  better  economy  into  the  S3rstem  will  pfeb- 
ebly  diminish  the  expenditure^,  and  bring  thsn 
belour ihe  estimates;  it  will,  at  least,  ^vt  an  ts* 
suranee  of  their  competeney.  Bat  I  vnlleoofinn 
the  iMleqoaey  of  these  estimates  by  a  comMnsea 
of  them  with  the, expenditures  ef  the  Britiil 
Qovemment  on  their  Naval  Establishment.  The 
British  Gk>vernmcnt  has  never  been  disliaguisM, 
at  least  not  in  modern  times,  for  ^reateconoiBf. 
In  relation  to  a  navy,  too«  we  ha^  maBy-advaa* 
tagee  which  that  Government  does  not  enjof-* 
the  materials  of  a^  naval  establishmeBt  are  ehesp- 
er  wifh  us.  The  British  nation  imports  nearif 
all  of  them  from  abroad— much  of  theOLfrom  if* 
We  hiive  nearly  alf  of  ihem  within  ourselvei. 
We  know  that  ^ipb^ikhng  isjtetoaily  and  ofae- 
tically  cheaper  with  us  than  With  them ;  we  bars, 
therefore,  the  ad  van  ta^  in  these  particulars. 
There  is  but  one  in  vrhieh  thev  incur,  or  caa  in- 
cur, a  les^  expeiM  than  ue,  and  that  is  in  the  see* 
men  who  men  their  navy ;  but  this,  as  will  be 
s^n  by  refereaoe  to  their  estimales,  is  notaoMg 
the  largest  objecu  of  their  ejrpendittrra.  Our  ear 
tahMshmeat,  if  properly-oiguiized  and  managed-* 
and,  these  nfe  objec^  entirely  within  oar  ova 
power'—^QOst  he  cheaperT  in  proportieo  to  its  ex- 
tent, than  tbat  of  Gieat  Britain.  Let  u^  thee, 
compare  the  estimates  o£the  Seccetary  with  the 
exipecienoe  of  iha(  country..  My  lieiiorabie  friend, 
(Mr.  BAsafiTT,)  who  was  forme^  the  Chatnnaa 
of  the  Comoidea  pit  «ht  Naval  "  -  *^^  ^-—^ 
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and  who,  I  re^rret/kas  been  meceeded  by  one  so 
mndtk  less  abfe  to  do  justice  to  the  sobgeety  has 
been  so  obliging^  as  to  pat  in  nty  haods  a  state- 
meDt  of  t^e  naval  appropriatioss  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, from  an  early  period  to  ihe  present  time, 
from  vhieh  I  have  selected  one  year  as-^n  eiam- 
ple.  It  is  fairly  selected ;  it  is  the  yeiir  1801,  the 
year  in  which  the  peace  of  Amien»  was  cOn<?luded, 
and  in  which  1  beliere  the  active  Naval  Bstab- 
lishoent  of  Oreat  Britain  was  greater  than  in 
any  preceding  or  any  subseqnent  year.  She  had, 
at  that  time,  in  commission  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-ibree  vessels,  and  her  apprbpnations  w«re 
£15,800,000,  equal  to  abont  966,000,000.  This 
som  inclnded  the  asnal  appropriations  fpr  build-* 
ing  and  repairs,  and  lor  the  vessel^  in  ordi- 
nary. Now,  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary,  for 
the  annual  expense  of  twelve  seventy-fours  and 
tweaty  frigates,  amount  to  94,500,000,  which  is 
considerably  more  than  onerfifteenth  part  of  the 
amiuil  eipenseof  the  whole  British  navy  in  isOl, 
while  tt1s  wry  oWious  that  they  do  not,  In  num- 
ber or  force,  amount  nearly ^o  an  equal  propor-* 
tioDof  thehr  vessels.'  With  this  proof  before  us. 
it  eannoc  be  urged  that  the  estimates  on  which  I 
rdy  are  not  sufficiently  large.  But  to  prove  more 
ghningly,  though  not  perhape  more  elearl)^  that 
a  Nam  Bslabiishment  is^  the  cheapest  dbefenee 
tliat  the  nation  can  Employ,  permit  me  to  insti- 
tvia  a  comparison  between  tb^  expense  of  the 
miiitary  preparatione  Which  have  been  already 
avchorned  mnd'  reeommenSed,  as  necessary  for 
ffte  present  ff^r,  ^th  the  whole  expense  of  the 
Nftval^Establtsfament  from  its  institution  to  this 
d*y*  The  particulars  of  Ihe  military  preparH* 
tioas  for  this  year,  are— -« 
Bounty  in  money  to  thirty-five  thousand 

Bounty  in  land  to  thifty^fire 'tiioasand 


wiilehJ  have  just  made  of  the  ezpens^  author* 
ized  lor  the  present  year  with  that  of  a  Naval 
Establishment  of  double  the  force  which  has 
been  supposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and 
the  select  com.mitiee,  to  be  sqmcient  to  command 
the  Ainertcan  seas,  and  to  protect  our  pOrts  and 
harbors.  U  will  be  found  that  this  force  may  not 
only*  be  built  and  equipped,  but  supported  fOr  one 
year  at  a  less  expense — 
Twelity-fiye  seventy«^urs,  at  $838,000 

;eac^,  will  cost  -        -        .        •  '     .     $8,825,000 
Ferty    frigates,    aveitaging   thirty-eight 

guns^  at  $17e,P00  ea^     - 


Twenty.^ve  seventy-fiiurfe,  at  two  hnn- 
dred«and  eleven  thousand  dollars  each, 
wm  cost        -    '    -        .   $5,976,000 

Forty  .frigates*  at  one  hua-    ' ' 
dred .  Ihousand  /  dollars 
each      -   .    -        ..        .     4,000,000 


8,800,000 

i-  I   ■ 

$15,125^00 


Ezperfse  of  military  preparations 
tborized  fof  the  present  year 

Ip  fiivor  of  Naval  Establishment   - 


au^ 


9,275,000 
$24,400,000 

$30,000,000 
$5,600,000 


Estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
aoppert    -        •*--*.-        •        • 
Appropriations  fm  volunteers 
Appsopsiatione  for  mnititiaMi  eC  #ar 
Appropriations  fw  fbrtiAeatieBa    — 


$580,000 
11,208,000 


10,800,000 
3,000,000 
1,600JD00 
1,800^000 


Eztraordinaries 


^7,760«000 
2,240,000 


Total 
stilatioa 


of  the  Ifavy  from  its  inr  • 


$30,00^000t 


27,175,000 . 


In  £svor  of  the  Navy 


.     $2,825,000 


In  the  estimate  of  the  expenses  Authorized  by 
Coomas  for  the  present  year,  I  have  included 
the  bad  boMties,-as  a  fair  item,  for  the*  reasons 
already  urged ;  and  I  have  added  for  extraordina- 
riea  only  1^240,000,  which  is  muc1i  below  what 
will  eeriaiaiy  be  iacerrod^  should  the  troops  be 
eallad  into  service ;  and  h^e,  imin,  I  appeal  to 
my  boBorablr  oolleagtte  (Mr.  WiLLiAB^a)  to  cor* 
reot  me,  if  I  am*  wrong.  • 

Let  ns  BOW,  as  further  proof  of  the  superioi* 
ebaapneaa  of  naval  defenee,  campara  Ihe  tslimate 


Besides,  let  it  a^ways  be  remembered  that  half 
this  force  is  deemed,  by  those  most  competent  to 
decide  the  question  J  sufficient  to  command  our 
ports  and  harbors. 

'  The  superior  cheapness  of  liaval  defence  seems 
to  me  to  be  satisfactorily  established,  and  I  am 
next  to  prove  that  the  force  proposed — I  mean 
/twelve  seven ty-foutis  ,aed  twenty  frigates — are 
sufficient  to'  protect  us  in  our  own  seas,  and  de- 
fend our  ports  and  harbors  against  the  naval  pow- 
er of  Great  Britaiti.  The  fifet  evidence  that  is 
offered  in  support  of  this  Oroi>osition,  is  the  opin- 
ion of  naval  men ;  and  it  the  representations  of 
any  man  tnay  be  relied  upon  with  confidence,  so 
for,  at  least^  as  that  th^y  are  not  founded  in  de- 
oeption|4  tiielibre  those  of  a  sailor  may  be.  ^  Bj 
naval  men,  I  have  been  assured,  that  this  force  is 
Adequate  to  the  objeci  proposed.  It  is  impossible 
for  toe  to  state  with  accuracy,  or  in  a  manner 
calculated  to  give  a  due  impressfbn  of  them,  all 
the  reasonir  which  they  offer  in  support  of  tneir 
opinion,  but  among  them  are  those  detailed  in  the 
report  of  the  select  committee.  Indeed,  they  ad* 
▼ance  the  opinion,  and  support  it  with  reasons,  the 
error  of  which,  if  thev  bOrroneoos,  I  am  unable 
to  discover,  that  it  will  require  the  enemy  to  em- 
ploy a  triple  force  to  put  himself  on  a  footing  of 
equality  wiih  that.of  the  United  States.  Their 
reasons  are,  ai'nearlyas  I  can  state  them,  these: 
there  mtfst  be  statitnied  on  our  cokist,  at  any  given 
tliiie,  an  equal  force  ;  this  force  canoot  be  fitted 
out^ -unless  with'ffreet  disadvantage  to  the  service 
in  point  of  expense,  and  in  respect  to  the  health 
of  th«  crew,  for  much  nfore  than  three  months' 
service.  An  equal  force  must  be  put  in  requisi- 
tion and  kept  in  readiaeaa  totelieve  that  on  the 
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station.  Bat,  ts  all  the  equiptneots  of  the  enemy 
must  be  made  in  Europe,  the  force  destined  to 
relieve  the  first,  must  be  despatched  by  the  time 
thf  first  may  be  stipposed  to  have  arrived  on  our 
coast,  because  it  will  be  necessary,  .at  a  period  as 
€ftrly  as  the  arrival  of  the  second,  for  the  first  to 
feturn  ;  but  the  first  could  not  proceed  to  Europe,  i 
he  equipped,  and  return  to  relieve  the  second  in 
time ;  and  therefore  a  *third  equivalent  force  is 
necessary,  anii  thtis  three  times  the  force  of  the 
United  Slates  must  ie  employed  by  the  enemy 
to  place  himself  on  a  footing  gt  equality  with  it. 
History  may  be  resorted  to,  with  conndence,  to 
prove  that  neither  Great  Btitain,  nor  any  other 
nation,  hfis  ever  been  able  to  statiob.  for  any  tength 
t>f  time,  in  distant«eas,a*force  equal  to  that  Which., 
Ib  the  opinion  of  naval  men,  is  sufficient  to  ac- 
complish the  objects  proposed  by  the  committee— 
the  dominion  of  the  Americai^  seas,  and  th)e  de- 
fence of  our  4)orts  itd  harbors.  There ^is  one 
fact  which,  above  all  others,  shows  the  inability 
of  Great  Britain  to  keep  a  large  ^fleet  on  our  coast. 
From  the  frozen  regions  of  the  North  to  i\it  Isth- 
mus of  Darien,  shQ  has  not  a  port  fit  for  navai 
equipment  or  repair,  e^ccept  Halifax  ^  and  if,  as 
the  opponents  of  the  Navy  seem  to  think  certain, 
and  I  hope  their 'opinions  may  be  realized,  we 
shall,  in  tbe-event  of  war,  deprive  her  of  that,  she 
will  be  without  the  means  of  repairing  a  disabled 
Teasel  in  our  seas.  Under  such  circumstances,' 
anything  but  temporaryservice  would  be  jitterly 
impracticable. 

But,  said  Mr.  C,  on  the  ^ubj^ct  of  the  British 
naval  force,  tl^re  is  great  misconception'.  The 
high-soundine  number  of  a  thousand  ships  appals 
the  mind,  and  an  examination  ofjts  actual  loroe) 
and  the  Numerous  requisitions  v^ich  are  made 
upon  it,  is  usually  rejected  as  an  idle  labdr.  Let 
this  examination  be  made^  and  at  least  some  pajt 
of  the  terror  which  i^  excites  will  vanish.  Of. 
the  eight  hundred  and  thirt]r  three  ships  which' 
Ghreat  Britain  had  in  comro|ssioh  in  1801,  andshe 
never  had  more,  it  is  b^li&ved,  there  were  only 
Hhree  hundred  and  eighty-three  tha^exceeded  the 
size  and  capacity  of  the  iarg^  i>rivateers  that  will 
probably  be  fitted  out'  fety  the  citizens  of  the.Unir 
ted  States,  i,n  the  event  of  wan  Of  this  last  number, 
there  were  one  hundredand  fortyHWo  of  sixty-four 
guns,  and  above ;  twenty-two  beeween  fiAy  and 
sixty  guns;  V>ne  bundled  and  fifty^-six  between 
thirty-two  and  foriy-fotir;  and  sixty^three  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  guns.  The  temainder 
of  the  vessels  in  commission,  consisted  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-four  sloops^  one  htrodred  and 
tbrty-one  gun- vesisels,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty 
hiredvessels.  These  hjred  vessels  are  small  vessels, 
of  from  four  to  t^nguns,  which  it. is  believed,  are 
only  employed  for  revenue  purposes.  This  re- 
.  view  and  enumeration,  I  im^e  no^  doubt,  proves 
the  actual  force  of  tb^  navy  of  Great  Britain, 
however  great  it  really  is,  to  be  much  inferior  to' 
th^  impression  almost  univeifsally  received,  f|rom 
the  high-soundiiig  boast  of  her  thousand  ships. 
Nor  has  the  actual  force  of  tlie  British  navy  bc^ 
more  misconceived,  than  the  applicatlen  of  it. 
The  common  impreesion  is^  that  the  Qovernment 


can  direct  to  any  given  point  almost  an  unlimited 
^number  pf  ships.  But  if  |his  delusive  impreasioD 
be  renooved,  it  will  be  found  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  ff reatnes»of  the  force^the  points  to  which 
it  must  be  destined  are  so  numerous  and  dispersed 
as  to  put^  it  all  in  requisitidn.  This  I  will  prore 
by  reftfrende  to  the  distribution  of  her  fleeu  in 
1801.  [Here  Mr.  G.  re^d  a  statement  ofHbeforae 
and  distribution  of  the  British  fleet  at  that  time.] 
From,  which  of  these  stations,  said  Mr.  C.,jcd«ld 
she  have-spared,  with  safety  and  prudence,  a  por- 
tion of  the  force  employed  ?  Could  she,  from  all, 
ba>«  stationed  and  contiirned  ifr  our  seas  a  force 
which  would  nave  been  equal,  under  the  disad- 
vantages  which  have  been  pointed  out,  to  twelre 
seventy-iot^rs  and  twenty  frigates?  How  mtieli 
less  would  she  baite  heen  able  to  iiave  furnished  t 
force  which  would  be  aupedoc  to  a  natal  arma- 
ment w^ose  expense  should  equal  that  of  the 
military  preparations  of  the  present  year?  Bat, 
it  inay  be  said,  that  the  ships  which  Gkeat  Brit- 
ain has  jn'  ordinary  would*  be  snore  than  equal  to 
any  increase  which  any  circumstaaees  wouMit- 
Quire.  This  might  be  true,  were  her  aeamea  un- 
limited in  n«miiers,.and  her.  peeunitry  reeoorees 
inexhaustible ;  but  both  are  liniited,  and  so  mast 
be  ber  naval  armament.  To  fit  out  vessels  which 
she  has  in  ordinary,  would  require,  ^ithia  a  few 
thousand,  all  the  seamen:  in  her  merchant  serriee, 
and  such  anaddidbn  to, her  annual-expenditure, 
as ,  the  nation  neither  weujd  -nor  ,  could  bear. 
The  teue  ob^ct  of  inquiry  to  aacertain  -her  effi- 
cient  power  ts^  what  nomber  of  vesseia  is  she 
practically  able  to 'keep  in  eommiasion,  and  the 
ansyrar  may  be  received  in  a  shape  the  mosltiii- 
favorable  to  my  argument,  yet  confirmatory  of  it 
in  the  example  of  1801,  the  year  which  (htve 
selected,  for  illustration,  when  it  is  confidentlf 
believed  her  equipment  was  greater,  combiaiog 
force  and  Jitunbers,  than  at  any  other  period^ 
her  history. 
[Here  Mr.  C  closed  his  observations,  for  this 

On  the  lath,  Mr..G.contini]ed.-^I,  yesterdar, 
contended  that  the  greai  commercial  andagrieol- 
tural  interests  of  the  nAtion,  the  nattfral  adran* 
tages  of  the  country,  and  the  general  policy  and 
duty  of  the  Government,  concurred  in  requiring 
th6  establishment  of  a  navy.  I  also  answered 
the  two  great  o1)jections  which  are  most  relied 
upon  in  opposition  to  ^  Naval  Establishment. 
But  the  subject  must  be  considered  in  relation  to 
other  times  and  to  other  Powers  with  whose  naval 
strength  we  shall  have  to  struggle.  It  is  unwor- 
thy ^  a  nation  looking  to  that  greatness  which 
must  be  oor^estin]^,  to  limit  its  views  loa  single 
nation  whofn  power,  however'  great,  is  perish- 
able, and  whom  many  gentleqien  think  to  be  now 
tottering  to  her  falL  We  must  take  the  whole 
extent  of  our  relations  into  view  in  considering 
this  question  ;apd  in  doing  so,  we  cannott  keep 
out  of  sight  the  m^ine  which  the  Emperor  of 
France  i^  so  industriouslv  and  anxiously  prepar- 
ing and  cherishing  in  the  ports  and  harboia  of 
ihose  nnder  his  control.  What  do  thcM  prepara- 
tions indicate?    A  settled^  detemiiBatio&  to  he- 
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cone  a  maritiree  power.  And  is  it  not  worthy 
tiie  wisdom  and  forecast  of  this^nation,  to  look  at 
th«  po^bk  eonsequencea  of  th^  Union  of  suob  a 
fefcc  witii  kis  irresistible  .power  upon  ifae-  land*? 
It  is  B0(  to  be  believed  that  tb^  power  of  bis  great 
eoemy  upon  the  ocean  will  induce  this  eztraordi- 
aary  man  to  relinquish  his  determination  or  re- 
lax hia  exertions  to^ create  a  navy.  Let  gentle* 
mea  not  misunderstand  me^^I  m^ost  consider  the 
mler  of  France  as  «n  extraordinary  itian,  ^whetber 
be  be  viewed  as  an  instrument  of  vengeance  and 
of  wrath)  in  the  bands  of  an  All  wise  Providence, 
to  chastise  us  bere  below,  or  as  displaying,  in  the 
noblest  manner,  the  greatest  energies^  with  which 
bamaoity  has  been  endowed.  1  mean  notta  be 
bis  panegyrist  or  bis  revilen  For  my  own  part. 
I  am  disposed  to  consider  bim  as  a  rod  of  cbav 
tisement  to  the  nations  of  the  earth.;  but,  view 
bim  as  we  ina!y^  no  wise  politician  can  believe 
tbtt  this  extraordinary  msLn  is  governed  l>y  a 
short-sighted  policy.  Hbasbeen  said  that  be  is 
aoeoem^  to  commerce,  and  vtrisbes.  to. destroy  it. 
cf en  in  his  own  dominions ;  but  a  more  idle  Uft- 
ey  never  entered  into  ibe  mind  of  man. '  Has  he 
possessed  bioiaelf  of  the  valuable  ports-of  the  BaU 
tie,  of  Hoilaad,  and  "the  Mediterranean,  by  force 
atd  by  stratasem,  for  the  purpose  of  destroytpg 
their  principal  value  ?  tiis  immediate  object  is, 
indeed,  to  make.  War  upon  coramereej  but  ii  is  the 
commerce  4)f  bis  eaemv,  which  he  jostiv  consid- 
ers-as  the  most  vulnerable  pioint  of  attaolt*^  its 
&U,and  the  consequent  fall  oTBrttMb  naval  great* 
ness)  he  mekiis  to  establish  those  of  France.  Will 
genuemen.  then,  say  that  %t  ^re  to  bav.e  but  onte 
fiation  in  iiew  in  our. naval  preparations?  As- 
raiedly,  they  cannot ;  and  t)ierefore,  in  relation 
to  France  and  other  nations,  besides  Qreat  Brit- 
aia,  if  any  -naval  preparation  be  {hroper,  uode^  auy 
eirenuMtaDces,  we  bug br  jai  ^ast  to  eommfnce  'it 
system  wbieb  may  enable  us  to  meet  tbp  exigen* 
cies  of  future  timea^  *  We  now  say,  "wfe  canaot 
eaeponter  the  strength  of  the  British  Mon,*  because 
we  are  not  prepared— delay  your  preparations, 
sad  yon  miiM  hereafter,  on  tpe  same  principle^ 
^kre'ybu  dare  wm,  engage  the  it&racity  qf  the 
French  tiger.  -'But,  as  Ve  Ipok  at  tb^  subjeet, 
the  prospect  opens  widerno- our  view.  It  isin- 
ethably  eertavn  that  the  West  India  Islands  wilt 
in  time  become  Independent-^tbey  artist  be  na- 
^1,  and,  probably,  fron  the  character  of  their 
popaktion,  piratical— and  without  a  naval  force 
to  defend  our  commercei  it  will  become  the  prey 
of  pirlites  and  baecaneers.  But  look  stilt  fur- 
ther, at  Mexico^  and,  beyond  the  Isthmusof  Da- 
Hen.  to  South  Ametica ;  all  of  which  must  be 
Boon  independent;  they*  must,  rOo,  become  great, 
and  powerful,  and  wetutby.  and  will  not,  pcoba- 
blyiollow  our  example ;'but,'eottsulting  their  in- 
terest and  their  strength,  will  establish  a  naval 
power.  In  this  view,  we  ought  to  be,  prepared 
wr  defence ;  but,  in  another'  view,  we  wiU  want 
a  aavaH  force  to  pirotei^t  that  profitable  com loerce 
which  must  grow  oot  of  the  proximity,  an4  other 
relations  of  these  countries;  and  our  own,"  but 
which  Great  Britain,  who  aims  at  a  monopolv'of 
this  trade,  will  nol  alloir  na  to  enjoy,  if  we  cannot 


proteM  it.  There  is  another  objection  to  a  Naval 
Establisbroent,  to  which  an  aitswer  must  be  af- 
forded. It  is  alleged  that,  if  we  build  a  navyj  we 
cannot  man  our  ship^  without  resortipg  to  tb^ 
odious  and  tyrannic  practice  of  impressment.  Tb 
this  objeetlon  a  very  satisfactory  refutation  may 
be  easily  given.  It  is  believed  by  many  that  the 
nuooher  of  seamen  does  not  exceed  fifty  or  sixty 
thousand.  I  know  not  the  cause  of  this  error — 
perhaps  it'may  j>fooeed  from  some  estimate  which 
embraces  only  able  jseamen,and  excludes  the  class- 
es df  half  seamen  and  boys ;  both  of  which  are 
included  in  the  crews  of  vessels  of  war  as  well  as 
merchant  vessels^  To  prove  the  number  of  our 
seamen,  I  will  refer  gentlemen  to  /'Blodget's 
Ec6nomica."  where  ft  will  he  found  that,  in  1806, 
including  the  elasses  of,  half  seamen  and  boys, 
;the  number  was  1 10^000.  The  United  States  had, 
at  that  time,  1,250,000  tons  of  shipping,  and  hav- 
ing, now  1,488,773  tons,  they  must  have,  if  this 
writer  be  accuiAte,  abouj;  125,000  seamen.  IJut, 
to  prove  this  fact,  lil^e  others  on  whicb  I  rely,  so 
as,  to  Ijeave  no  doubt  upon  it,  I  will  shdw,  by  a 
comparison  of  our  present  toniiage  with  that  of 
Qreat  Britain,  in  a  given  year,  and  the  relative 
number  of  her  seamen  in  the  mecohant  seryice 
in  the  same  y'ear,  that  we  must,  from  the  ajoaount 
of  our  tonnage,  .have  nearly  the  nuihber  which  Je- 
suits from  this  wnter'<>  estimate.  Great  Britain, 
in.  1790,  had  about  ^he  saiqe  tonnage  which  we 
now  have,  viz:  1,46Q,823  tona^  which  were  man- 
ned-by  112,556  seamen.  It  is  not  material  to  my 
argument  which  pomberbe  taken;  but  if  we  re- 
cblleet,  tbegre^t  pprtion  of  our  tonnage  which  is 
eng[aged  in  Uie  coasting  trade,  tbe'-vessebeii^ploy- 
ed  in  wfaieh  are  ^smajler,  and  will,  in  piroportion 
to  their'  tonnage,  require  more  hands  (ban  the 
large  vessels  employed  in  the  foreign  trad^  we 
ina^  be  anihorized  to  take  Mr'.  Blodget's  estimate. 
It  will  only  take  one-eichth  part  of  &is  number — 
i|bout  fifteen  thousand-— to  man  t^relve  seventy- 
fours  and  twenty  frigates.  .  It  is  not  to  be  expect- 
ed ,that^  in  the  event  of  a  war  witn  a  maritime 
power  ofstrepgtb,  half  Qur  seamen  will  continue 
to  he  -employeil  in  the  merchants'  service^  Those 
discharged  will  Be  happy  to  find  employment  in 
the  Navy.  The  .embargo  and  non-intercoucse 
laws',  it  is  W£U  known,  threw  into  9ur. maritime 
citie9  a  great  nnmher  of  seamen,  who  would  glad- 
ly have  entered  the  Navy  could  they  have  found 
employment  there.  But  it  is  supposed. they  would 
piefer  seryiiw  on  beard  the  privateers,  which 
would  issiie  Uon^  our  pdrt^  in  such  numbers  and 
offer  such  advantages,  as  to  require  and  attract 
all  the  seamen  who  should  be  discharged  from 
the  merchants'  serviceu  This,  is  very  improba- 
ble«  There  wooid  be  upwards  of  sixty  thousand 
thrown  out  of  service,  which^would  be  a  number 
s(»fficient  toman  the.force  propo5ed,'and  probably 
five  hundred  private^  besides.  But  it  is  per- 
fectly la. the  power  of  the  Govemp^ent  to  institute 
such  regulations  as  would  insure  a  sufficient 
number  of  seamen  for  the  naiipnal  service,  with- 
out any  direct  Testraintnpon/their  will,  by  limit- 
ing the  number  of  privateers,  shoiild  it  be  neces- 
f^y^  Taking; .  however,  the  worst  view  of  the 
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subject;  it  womld  be  unnecessary  to  resort  to  im- 
pressment. I  beliere  the  nations  of  the  Conti'- 
nent  haye  nerer  r'^sorted  to  impressment  tO'BMn 
their  fleets.  I  do  not  speak  witb  certainty  asr  to 
the  fact;l)ut  I  believe  their  practice  Wa^  to.  cause 
their  seamen  to  be  registered,  'as  oar  militia 
are,  and)  when  necessary,  a  portion  of*  them  was 
drauffhted  for  the  pnblic  service.  It  will  hardly 
he  objected,  with  respect  to  s^men,  .that  they 
canliotbe  sent  out  of  4he  United  .States.  I  pre- 
sume even  my  honorable  friends  over  the^way, 
(the  Federal  gentlemen,)  will  waive  their  objec- 
tion on  this  point.  I  feel  confident  that  they  wiH 
relax  a  little  in  their  Constitutional  difficulties  in 
favor  of  bur  Nary !  They  iviJl,  indeed,  have  rea» 
son  for  it.  The  servic^  is,  in  a  freat  de^ee,  the 
peculiar  duty  or  our  seamen,  as  the  exertion  must 
always  be,  in  a  ffreat  degree^  for  their  peculiar 
defence.  Thei^  home  is  on  the  ocean,  and  their 
defence  of  the  national  rights  upon  it,  may  fairly 
be  assimilated  to  the  defence H)f  the  soilon  whicn 
we  live,  by  those  who  dwell  upon  the  land.    ,   ' 

But,  while  it  is  contended  by  some  that  it  will  not 
be  in  the  power  of  the  nation  to  establish  an  ef- 
fective naval  force,  there  are  bthers  who  are  op^ 
posed  to  it.  lest  we  become  too  great  a  naval 
Fower.  They  fear'^hlat  our  fleets  will  cover  tbe 
ocean,  and  seeking  vtctory  en-  all  the  opposite 
shores  of  the  Atlantic,  involve  the  nation  in  op- 
pressive expenses,  and  in  Wanton  and  habitual 
wars..  Such  objedts  are  certainl]^  not  eoatem- 
plated  by  the  reiK)rt  of  the^ committee;  nor  can 
such  events -possibly  happen,  a^  long  a$wer^ 
main  a  fr^  people.  The  committee  have  recom- 
mended «uch  H  navy  as  will  give  t^  theUnited 
States  an  ascendancfy  in  the  American  seas,  and 
protect  theit  ports  and  harbors.  The  people  will 
never  bear  the  fstablishmeotof  a  greater  fbree 
than  tbese  objects  require.  ,The  reasons  which 
forbid  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  European  J?ow- 
er,  to  statioh  liirge  fleets  in  our  seas,  willeqMalfy 
forbid  us  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  or'  go  into  distant 
seas,  for  the  purpose  of  frequent  or  halbttiiai 
wars.  '  -       ,        ^    , 

B«c  a  navy  is  said  to  be  anti-repp blieat^  be- 
cause it  was  opposed  by  the  Republicans  io  )79B. 
I  apprehend,  however,  that  it  was  then«objected 
to,  not  because  it  was  anti-repuMiean  in  itself, 
but  because  the  Republicans  of  that  time  believed 
it  was  ib  ,be  employed  for  improper  objects ;  be- 
cause, while  it  was  unnecessary  a r  the  time,  it 
was  of  such  a  nature  as  only  fitted  it  for  thetim^ 
because  it  was  part  of  a  system  which  embraced 
unnecessary  armies  and  unniicessary  taxes  and 
loans,  to  continue  a  war  beyond  the  just  objects 
of  war — a  war  wliicli,  to  use  the  language  of 
the  day,  was  to  be  wa^  by  every  man,  wotnan, 
and  child,  if  the  nation,  to  which  we  ^re  op* 
posed. 

We  are  told,  alsp,  that  navia  have  rained  every 
nation  that  has  6mploy<^  them;  and'Bngland,. 
and  Holland,  and  Venice,  and  other  nations,  have 
been  mentioned  as  examnleA.  The .  vaat  (kbt  of 
Oreat  Britain  is.deelarea  to  be  among  the  petp 
nieious  fraiu  of  her  Naval  Bstkblishaient.  This' 
I  deny.    Her  debt  has  grown  Mt  of-  her  profoafe 


subaldieS)  and  her  absurd  wars  on  the  kad. 
Though  the  Toln,  whiek  is  supposed  to  thrvatta 
Eoglaod,  is  attributed  to  hec  itovy,  it  is  obvioai, 
that  her  navy  akine  has  saved,  and  stiU  saves^  her 
from  ruin.-  Without  it  sh^  mu8t,'4oAg  since, 
have  yielded  to  the  power  of  France  her  indepead^ 
ence  and .  iier  liberties^  We  are  told  that  the 
same  wealth  which  she  has  expended  in  support- 
ing her  navies^  Would*  have  been  employed  moit 
profitably  for  the  nation  in  the  improvement  of 
its  Agricblture  and  manafaotures,  and  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  canals  and  roads,  and  other  inter- 
nal iiiiprovements.  But  experience  is  better  thaa 
theory.  Liet  us  compare- England  with  natioDS 
which  have  no  navies,  or  comparatively  iaeon- 
siderable  navies.  The  nations  of  the  Contioeat 
of  Europe  are  without  such  overgrown  aad  raia* 
ous  Naval  Establishments^  but  do^  you  then  fad 
the  hiffheat  fmprovements  in  agriculture,  the  moit 
flourishing  manufiictures,  of  the' best  roads  aad 
canals?  No,  it  is  in  this  nation,  tb^t  has  beea 
ruined  by  her  navy,  that  yoi»  find  all  these  iiO' 
provements  most  perfect  and  moat  exteaded.  i 
meati  not  either  to  b^  the  panegyrist  of  fipghmd) 
but  these  truths  may  bis  declared*  for  our  iastme* 
tiofl,  without  suppressing,  tiie  feeliosa  excited  bf 
thewrt>ng8  she  has  done  qs.  En^^aad  haiaot, 
then,'!  conclude^  been  destroyed  or  impovefiabt^, 
but  prdserved  and  enriched,  by  her  liavy.  Wai 
HoUand  ruinpd  by  her  navyl  No;  sarrooaded 
by  the  great  Powers  of  the  CoDtinent,  wiA  a  pop* 
ulatioa  ooc  exceeding  2,060,000  of  aools,  she  pro- 
tected aad  secured  iter  independence  for  mora 
thaA  a  cenmrv,  agiaitfat  her  powerfal  aei^itoB} 
bjTmeiasof  her  eonimercial  riches,  which  were 
cherished  and  defended  by  her  nsTai  power.  M 
Venice  ovice  )ier  'decline,*  or  fall,  to  her  .aavyl 
While  the'  neiglibofiag  iMdian  States  were  sab* 
dued,  yeftr  after  year,'^anging  their  mastertand 
their  tymnts.  abe  longcootitmed  to  ride  uiaia- 
pbantly  amidst  the  storm,  Independent,  and,  ia  a 
great  deigree,  free.  It  was- her  nftval  and  coah 
mercial  (ipwer  which  m^e  her  rich  aad  g real, 
and  aecored  her  exiateace  at  a  Stale  «o  ioof* 
Look  even  at^the-little  RepOUic  of  Qenoaf  whoM 
i«liabiui|%  but  -for  iti  commerce  %»&  its  navy, 
would  scarcely  ever  harve  possessed  ",a  (ocal  bah- 
Kation,'^  or^^'  a  jmme  !"•  But  I  moat  have  fptbansl- 
ed'-^he  patiepice  of  the  House^  I  will  tharefort 
cohcludef  the  observations  wMch  I  propose  is 
make  gn  the|r«Beralti^erit8  oC  the  question. 
.  I  must,  however^  y A  be  pardoned  for  mafciBg 
a  few  remarks  on  the  particular 'provisions  of  the 
bilL  ^Thecoaraiittee  considered  it  their  duty  ast 
to  limit  the  olipects  of.  the  report  to  eoch  prepa* 
ratixms  as  it  migbt  Jm  proper  or  expedient  to  mw 
to  meet  the  present  national  wigeBoy,  1>ut  else 
to  bring  distinctly  and  explicitly  before  the  House 
the  more,  important  question,  whether  the  Navy 
of  the  United.  States  should  be  cherished  and^p- 
ported  with  a  fostering  hand,  or  be  at  once  aban* 
dKraed  ?  Both  theae  ^ects  are  emb!raeed  by  the 
bill;  The  fiiat  section  provides  for  the  repair  of 
the  ^frigates)  which  are  now  in  ordinary.  -^^ 
qiiestioa  ^presented  by  this  seetioB  the  House  have 
akeady  iedided  by  the  addptimi  of  one  of  the  tai* 
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olmioDs  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relatione, 
wbieh  eoHbraeed  the  subject.  The  second  sec- 
tion provides  for  the  building  of  a  limited  num- 
ber of  frigates,  averaging  thirty-eight  guns.  It 
is  fflf  intention^  according  to  the  report  of  the 
eommittee,  to  mo?e,  when  the  section  shall  occur, 
to  fill  the  blank  with  the  numBer  ien-^ih^  ^V2'^ 
priation  proposed  is  one  million  9f  dollars.  The 
sun  necessary  to  complete  th^se  frigates  would 
be,  including  the  sum  proposed  to  be  appropri- 
ated, $l,700/)00 ;  but  the  present  appropriation  is 
liauted  to  one  millLpn,  because  it  will  probably 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  the  pres- 
eot  year.  The  United  States  hare  not,  unfortu* 
aately,  from  the  little  attention  heretofore  paid-  to- 
this  subiect,  the  materiaU,  particularly,  properly 
seasoned  timber,  necessary  to  build  these  vessels 
immediately.  Nor  is  the  artiele  of  timber  of  the 
best  quality  speedily  to  be  procured ;  and  it  is 
therefore  .intended,  unless  the  exigencies  of  the 
cooQtry  for  oayai  defence  shall  render  it  imperi- 
oisly  netcaaatry  to  proceed  with  more  expedition, 
•oly  to  put  it  in  the  poip^r  of  Qoverament  to  pro- 
Tide  the  materiala,  and  make  such  progress  as 
may  be  coniistent  with  the  durability  and  sub^ 
naotial  value  of  the  vessels,  for  which  an  approv 
priation  of  one  million  of  dollars -i?  deemed  suffi- 
eieat.  •  The  obmmitt^  would  have  recommended 
seventy-foura  in.  preference ;  but,  .as  the  United 
States  popsessed  tne  mat^eriale  only  fop  four  ves^ 
selsof  tnis  deacripUon,  and  as  ten  or  twjelve  would 
be  aeeetsary  to  meet  the  objects  for  which  they 
are  ^ppiwed  to  be  principally  qualified,  it  was . 
thought  best,  by  a  ouijority  of  the  committee,  to 
lelyat  preaeot  on  the  services  of  smaller-vessels, 
IS  they  will  probably  form  a  more  active  and 
flM)re'dfieieDt  cruinng  force. 

The  next  aeetion  proposes,  the  erection  of  a 
dock  for  the  repair  of  the.  vessels  of  the  Navv. 
It  will  be  ttsefql  a^d  eeoaomtcal,  tliough  we  should 
101  inec«ast  the  size  or  the  number  of  our  ships, 
boi  it  ie  considered  indispenrsable,  if  we  shall. 
add  large  shipsr  too\ir  naval'  force.  The  appro* 
priatioA  rei^ired  for  this  object,  is  only  one  huh* 
ared  thooaand  dollars.  ^  , 

The  next-#^tion  proposes  an  ^ppro|>riatioD /or 
the  porp^ee  of  procuring  ship  timber,  it  ia  in- 
teaded  to^U  tBe  blank  With  the  sum  of  two  Inin* 
died  thouaand  dollars  per  annum,  for  thiee  yeats, 
aad  it  is  hoped  aad  believed  .this  appropriation, 
will  be  eumeieat  to  provide  the  timber  which 
nay  he  n^easary  for.  the  coastruction  of  any 
aavy  whi^b  the  United  States  ought  at  present 
to  coatempUte. 

It  is  intended  by  another  section  Df.the  bill,  to 
leparate  the  gunboats  from  the  ?{aval  Establish-, 
ment ;  they  appear  to  have  no  proper  connexion 
vith  it,  and  swell  very  mu^h  the  exp^diture  of 
the  Naval  Department.  It  is  a  faci  that  the  esti- 
mates for  tha, present  year  for  the  annual  expense 
of  sixty-two  gunboats,  are  9750,000,  nearly  one- 
third  of  the  whole  estimates  of  the  deparimeoi 
for  the  year.  An  expense  altogether  dispropoT- 
tioaed  to  their  utility,  and  which  depressea  ih^ 
general  oharaoter  of -the  establishment.  Incoa- 
te^oeaca  of  the  provision  ooatiUiied  in  thia  sec^ 


tion,  no  further  appropriation  will  be  required  for 
the  service  of  the  year,  in  consequence  of  the 
frigates  now  in  ordinary  -being  put  in  service ;  as 
the  frigates,  when  repaired,  will  more  than  sup- 
ply the  place  of  the  gunboats,  while  their  expense 
will  Aot  be  so  greats  the  appropriation,  therefore, 
for  the  gunboats  may  be  applied  to  them  or*  the 
frigates  in  the  alternative.  The  appropriation 
^or  the  repair  of  the  frigates  in  otrdinary  must  fol- 
low, of  course,  the  vote  of  |he  House  on  the  reso- 
lution, which  Ihfvve  before  mentioned ;  therefore, 
the  additional  appropriations^  contained  by  the 
bill,  amount  only  to,  $1,300,Q00,  which  must  be 
considered  as  very  -small,  wbeix  we  contemplate 
the. large  expenditures  authorized  for  other  pur- 
poses, aiid  the  ffreatness  and  Vital  importance  of 
the  objects  to  which  these  appropriations  r^ate. 

NOTE. 

Statements  referred  to  in  the  argument.-^Compara* 
tihe  expense/  the  Army  .and  ^avy. 


Year. 


From  Mar.  4, 
1789,  to  Dtoc. 
31,1791 

1792 
'  179^ 

1794 

1795 
'  1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 
^    1808' 

1801 

1802^^    - 

1803 

1804 

'    1805 

V    1866 

.1807    •      - 

1808 

1809.      ,. 

1810 

1811 


Military  Estab'nt.     Naval  EsUb'nt. 


$632^804  03 
1,103,048  47 
1,132,443  H 
2,589,097  '69 
24422,385  81 
h,246,327  fe2 
1,002,299  04 
1,989,692  39 
2,406,669  17 
2,517,409-99 
1,600,000  08 
1,179,148  20 
822,0i65  85 
875,923  93 
.  712,781  28 
1,224,355  38 
1,288,685  91 
2,900,834  40 
3,345,772  17 
•  3,700,000  00 
2,900,000  00 


$61,408  97 

410,562  08 

274,784  04 

862,631  «9 

1,381,347  76 

3,858,081  84 

8,448,716  03 

2,U  1,424  00 

915,821  87 

1,246,317  89 

1,273,860  25 

1,597,500  00 

1,649,641  44 

1,772,064  47 

1^884,067  80 

2,427,758  8Q 

1,660,000  00 

4.870,000  00 


$37,541,669  00        $27^175,979  00 


'    BrUieh  Navy^at  the  peace  of  Jtmune^  in  1801. 

In  commission  •        •.      -        •'     -  --       -  838 

.Re<jeinpg  ^ipa        ^   ,    -        «  -    - '  .        .  24 

Serviceable,  and  repairing  for  service' .  •        -  11 

In  ordinary  at  difl^ent  ports    •        •  •        -  50 

Building.        .....  ...  38 


Total* 


046 


Campeuieon  of  American  and  British  tonnage  and 
eeameny  in  sundry  years* 

.AifiaicAir. 

Inl806,  l,268,00atoiiB;  1 10,000  seamen  and -beys* 
In  1811,  l«i24,793  tons;  125|000  seamen  and  boys. 
In  1810,  wore  ho^  127,575  tooa  of  new  shippiag. 
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Bbitiih.  ^     . 

In  1790,  1,460,828  tons;  118,650'feaiiien  tnd  boyi 
In  1791,  1,611^411  tons;  117,044  aeuD^n  tnd  boyB 
In.  1792,  1,540,146  tons;.  118,286  veamen  andboys* 
In  1800,  1,905,438  Ions.;  143,661  seamen  and  boys. 

YemelidmnuaHu  buik. 
In  1798,  tons   -        •        •        •*        •        -    89,319 
Inl799,tOD#  •        •        -    *    .        •        -    98,044 
,  In  1800,  tone  -        -        -        -    .-        -  126,26i) 

.  Saturday,  January  18. 

Mr.  Jkkning8  presented  a  petition  from  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiera  engaged  in  the^  late  expedition 
OD  the  Wabash,  praying  for  remuneration. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  conimittee  tO'whom  the 
subiect  tTas  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Nihian  Finkney,  whicli  was  twice*  read  a;id 
committed.  * 

Mr.  CpvDiT  called  up  for  consideration,  a  reso- 
lution wh^cli  tie  bad  laid  upon  th$  tabl6  stfme 
days  ago,  requesting  from  the  President  of  the 
United  Stjates  infbrmatton  respecting  seamen  in!i- 
pressed  into  the  serviccrof  Great  Brittiin  ;  and  the 
House  havjdff  agreed  lo'consiCler  it,  Mr.  C.  pro- 
posed a  moiditiiaticrn  of  t^e  resolution,  by  insert-^ 
mg  the  words,  "and  which  information  has  not 
been  heretofore  communicated."  ,He  proposed 
also  an  additional  resoluiion  for  the  appointinent 
of  a  committee^  to  arrange  all  the  information  on 
this  subject,  of  wliich  Oongreaf^  Was,. or  might  be 
in  po^ession,,  into  one  view, 'for  jhe  use  of  such 
of  th^  new  members  as  mijghit  not  have  had  an 
opportihiity  of  being  acquainted  with  the$^  par- 
ticulars. ;       •  .         , 

'The  adoption  of  thes^  resolutions  was  ob;i 
tected  to,  as-tin necessary.^  It  was  stated  that  tart- 
Ipads  of  docuftienls  had  been  already  had  on  'this 
subject ;  that  by  continual  calls  upon  the  Execu- 
tive, that  department  was  kept  fully  employed  ia 
answering  these  demands,  when,  perhaps,  more 
impbrtant*- business  required  their  attentioti';  that 
no  member  coul^  want  information  on  \bis  sub- 
ject, after  the  volumes  which  bad  been  publisbed 
upon  it;  but  if  there  werfe  anysuch.  thev  had 
only  to  apply  to  tbe  Clerk's  office,  or  tne  Librs^ry, 
to  be  fully  satished.  .   "^ 

The  first  resolution  was  rejected--th.e.last  Vfas 
agreed  to  by  a  small  majority,  and  a  committee 
of  five  members  appointed.  '' 

On  motioo  of  Mr.  Lj:Wis,  |he  bill  for  amending ' 
the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washin^on,  was  ^e-, 
committed  to  the  select  compoittee  whx>  r^orted 
it.  forameodment. 

The'SpBAKEa  laid  before  the  House,  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Postmaster  General,  containing 
a  report  on,  the  subject  of  finishing  th.e  public 
buildin|:,  commonly  called  Blodget'^  Hotel,  which 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMB^TT. 

The  House^tbei^  resolved  itself  io^o  a  Commit- 
tee of  'the  Whole,  on  the  Navy  bill  j  when  Mr. 
Cheypb  finished  his  speech  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as 
given  1q  full  in  prececnng  pages.    > 

Mr.  fiEtMBET. — I^rise  under  a  pressuM  of  more 
than  ordinary  embatrassment— prudence  bn  one 


hand  bids  me  ahuak  from  tbe  task  Which  I  am 
about  to  undertake ;  whilst  on  the  other  hand,  t 
conscious  duty  impels  me^to  engage  in  the  cod- 
sideration  of  the  question  now  t^fo.re  the  honor- 
able 'ComipiUee.  My  .friend  from  South  Cir- 
olina  (Mr.  Chbyes)  says  this  question  is  all  im- 
portant to  this  nation  i  ki  this  I  perfectly  coiacidc 
with  him,  and  therefore  jcajanot  rest  satttfied  with 
a  mire  vote  on  this  occpision.  Sir,  it  is  not  mv 
intention  to  follow  the  gentleman  from*  South 
Carolina  through  all  the  windings  of  the  labyrinth 
into  which  be  has  ventttred  to  penetrate*  I  wili 
not  preteiul  to  ehas^  reason  on  the  wing.  Tiiit 
subject  is  one  wh^h  ma jr  be  demonstrated  by  6g- 
ures  and  caleulations^ita  investigfation  «haU  be 
attempted  in  this  way. 

The  gentleman  fVora  South  Carolina  and  my- 
self dp  notdrfifertis  regards  thetntinaate  coanezioa 
of  the  agricultural  and  commereial  interests.  Oa 
this  part  of  the  subject,  he  has  left  nothing  farther 
to  be  said.  But,  «ir,  he  mbtakea  When'  be  re- 
marked,  that  it  was  the  common  sel^timent,  tliat 
the  commerce  ef  the  United  Statee  eught  not  to 
be  protected — at  «ny  rate^  foir  one,  l  will  not  be 
considered  subject  to  thisr  aecnsattoo,  tfaoagh  I 
shall  makitain,  that  we  cannot  protect  the  com- 
meree  of  this  country  on  the  oneean.  Tbe  faeti 
id  support t>f  this  opiinion  will- be  stated  preseady. 
In  common  with  my  friend,!  will  lay  before 4hu 
Committee  **  a  dry  detail  of  facts.^'  I  hope  gea- 
tlemen.wil{  indulge  me  with  a  porck^n  of  ibeir 
time^  though  there  may  not  be  mueh  pleasnie  ia 
hearing  such  deiaik.  I  wiil  not  particniarly  fol- 
low th^  gentleman  in  hh  eompariaon  of  the  Army 
and  Navel  Ssteblishnvents  ot  the  Uftiied  States. 
He  has 'Stated  to  41$  that  the  Army,  has  cost  this 
nation  much  more  than  the  Navy ;  he  eoacloto 
we  ouffht  19  be  equaUy  li|>eraL  in  our  approprit- 
trons  for  both'Hhese  purposes.  Sir,  I  perceive'no 
reason  in  this- assertion.  Some  gentlemen  oa  tbe 
other  side  of  the  House  may  say,  tfiat  we  have 
been  larish  ii)  our  appropriatioBe  for  an^arnfy; 
even  aduHtting  that  in  this'Teenect  we  have  bcea 
liberal  to  eztra^ganee,  it  tufely  cmnimt  be  iaht* 
red  that  we  should  make  ourselvee  dnubly  guU^ 
of  this  chaVgel  I  will  agree  to  make  -approprit- 
tions  forihe  establfshing  a  navy  for  the  United 
States..  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
tofd  us,  thai  when  the  waf  which  we  areabom  to 
wage,  shalji  be  over,  our  Army  will  leave  at. 
S[r,'I  aih  hap)>y  to  hear  thnt  on  sneh  an  eventtbe 
military  wilt  be  readily  disbanded — a  dread  of  the 
contrary  <gave  mu6h  tineasiaess  to  many  a  few 
days  sinee — this  is  just  what  we^wish  shonld  take 
place.  Oa'the  other  hand,  said  he,  ^  yoar  {koad 
Navy,^'  #ill  tjn^ain.  It^s  for  this,  with  oaay 
other  reason^,  'why  lam  (^>posed  to.anavf.  i 
wish  he  conld  have  proved  to  as,  that  with  tbe 
end  of  the  War  the  Navy  would  aUo  leave  as; 
perhape  I  shooM  then  agree  "frtrh  him  in  favor  of 
its  establiahtnent :  though  the  *" proud  Navy'^  will 
rea^aih  with  oa,  he  has  neglected  t0  tell  ua  at  whil 
rate  of  expense.  ''     *    - 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  tays^ 
many  oppo^  a  navy,  because  they  deem  it  an 
fteti-repubhcaninatitutiein.    On  this  head,  I  ahaii 


Digitized  by 


Google 


835 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


826 


JiinrART,  1811^. 


Naval  Estahliahment, 


H.  OP  R. 


nmark  tot  little :  I  will  (miy  ask  if  it  \s  to  remain 
with  ut  io  times  of  peace  with  its  nam0roffs  train 
of  ofikers,  may  it  not  become  a  powerfal  engine 
ia  the  hands  of  an  ambitio(is 'Executive? 

Sir,  it  was  thougkt  poper  to  make  the  forego- 
iai^  remarks  as  preliminary  to  the  subject.    The 

SiestiDD  of  a  Na^l  Establishment  for  the  United 
tatesmoi'e  especially  concerns  those  who  inhabit 
eontmercial  districts.    As  one  of  these  lam  much 
interested.    Many  persons  maintain,  that  a  naval 
ifstem  of  defence  is  indispensably  necessary  to  a 
nation,  whose  seaboard  extends  more  than  1,500 
miles,  with  a  shipping  iuteresramoonttng  to  1,300^ 
000  tons — in  this  respect,  ranking  the  second  of 
modern  nations.  The  ar^ment  is  as  specious  as  it 
is  plausible ;  it  is  liable  to  many,  and  ia  my  opin- 
ion, to  insuperable  objectic^s.    The  proposition 
before  lis  will  be  considered  as  leading  to  a  per* 
manttU  Naval  Establishment.  This  course  is  war^ 
lante^  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nahry, 
as  well  as  by  the  mode  which  was  pursued  by  my 
fiiendfrom  South  CiM>^ina.    1  shall  not  hesi* 
tateto  deolare  my  decided  opposition  to  such  an  es- 
tabliskinent,  and  will  proceed  to  state  the  objec- 
tioBs  whereon  my  opinion  is  grounded.    Sir,  I 
deem  it  inexpedient  to  commence  a  permad^nt 
Na?al  Establishment  at  this  tio^e..    We  are  quite 
nnprepared  for  it— we  Kre  in  trant'  ^fi  all  ,the 
neeessary  materials;  though  we  have  been  told 
that  our  forests  abound  in  all  the  niecessary  tim- 
ber, it  was  said  Irttle  of  this  material  was'to  l^e 
found  in  our  dockyards.    The  gentleman  fi^om. 
Sonth  Carolina  has  told  tis,  that' a  sufficiency' of 
seasoned  tin^ber,  to  bnikt  four  seveifty-fours,  was 
now  on  haBcL  an^  that  the  proper  authority  deem- 
ed it  advisable  tobeueed  for  frigates.    Stf.  this 
tinberis  a  portio(|i  of  that  which  was  putonased 
some  years  since,  for  the  purpose  of  building  six 
serenty-^fonrs.    It  Dow  appears,  that*  of  this  tim- 
ber as  much  as  W^as  sufficient  for  two  of  these 
feaSels,  hte  been*  employed  to  build'  smaller  ves*' 
sels  or  gunboats.  I  presudse.    This  is  all  a  pieoe- 
with  our  pretended  economy.  >  This  mode  of  pro- 
eeediofi  will  ikK  answer^^ir.    We  are  in  th^  wrong 
/rbmthe  commencement  of  our  Navy.    I  do  not 
wish  it  to  be  understood '  that  I  have  decided/a^ 
ntvy  wiH  -  never  be  a*  proper.tnode  of  ^fence  ipt 
this  aationr— bat  vHienever  it  shall  be  determined 
on,  we  should -begin  right ;  t^  can  only  be  done 
bjr  following  those  nations  wha  ha;re  bad  most 
eiperience  on  th^  subject.  '  Our  first  step  should 
be  to  store  away  the  proper  timber.    This  should 
be  done  in  times  when  yre  can  best  afford  It— *in 
times  when  oar  market  is  gintted— ^  tidies  when 
labor  can  be  commanded  at  fair  pt>ice»«-at  a  pe- 
riod when  we  enjoy  peac«,  and  surely  not  when 
we  are  about  to  engage  ia  a.  war.    Weiiave  here- 
tofore paid  the  high^t  grice  for  every  article  i  #e 
have  ^ven  double  wages  for  labor ;  and  instances 
might  be  mentioned,  when  the  workmen  Were 
transported  in  stuge  eoadhes,  at  an*  enormous  ex- 
pense, from  ourlarige  seapon  .towns  t<t  theliavy 
yard  of  this  city.  -  C^dtraets  for  timber  were  made 
in  haste  and  at  a  very. advanced  price.    As  soon 
u  it  was  obtained,  it  was  put  together,  and  in  a 
few  months  we  saw  it  floating  in  the  torm  of  a 


ship' of  war — rotten  ship,  I  may  sajr,  sir,for  I  be- 
lieve without  exception  in  ihe  frigates^  which 
were  built  by  the  U6ited  States,. the  more  impor- 
tant, parts  deciiyed  and  were  rotten  iO  two,  three, 
or  four  years. 

In  many  instai>ces  the  expense /or  repairs  was 
equal  tS  the  original  cost.  A  single  fri^te,  the 
Constitution,  has  cost  for  repairs,  from  October, 
1802,  to  March,  1809,  the  enormous-  sum  of 
||302,582  21,  or  upwardsr  of  $48,060  per  annum 
for  seven  yetrrs  *  in  succession.  Sir,  we  are  not 
withoOt  some  "  Consolation"  on  tbis  item. '  The 
Secretary  of  th^, Navy,  in  his  letter  of  December 
1, 1809,  has  drawQf  our  atteatioh  to  the  subject. 
I'beg  leaveto  be  permitted  to  read  his  remarks  t!o 
the  Committee :  ''  The  sum  transferred  in  aiid  of 
^  the  appropriation  for  repairs  of  vessels  may  ap- 

*  pear  large;  but,  pursuiiig  the  spirit  of  the  act  of 
^  3tst  January,  1809,  it  was  determined  that  the 
'  repairs  made  shoulchbe  thorough  aod  complete* 

^  la  doing  .this>  the  disbursements  have  certainly 

*  been  h^vy.  The  price  of  naval  -stores,  greatly 
^  ajdd  suddenly  enhanced,  (ins  greatly  contributed 
'  tp  swell  thei^  to- their  present  amount.  Ooevery 
^  eonsoling  circumstance  for  these  heavy  drsburse- 

*  ments^  arises  out  of  4he-fact,  that  all  the  vessels! 
'  repaired,'  especially  the  frigates,  have  been  so 

*  mbch  improved, in  their  armament,  their  other 
'fitments,  aVid  their 'sailing,  that  the  mostexperi- 
^  enced  practical  men  prpnounce  them  to-  be,  at 

*  tbis  time,gpeatly  superior  in  all  respects  to  what 
'.they  were  when  first  fitted  out  fifpm  the  'Stocks." 
I  Confess,  sir,  I  am  dissatis6ed  with  this  mode  of 
Improving  our  ships.  It  appears  to  me,  it  woUld 
be  much  better  to 'follow  the  mode  whiqh  is  pur- 
sued in  Burope.  They  b^in  by  stocking  their 
;aary  yards  jirith  the  neeessary  raw  materials. 

Instead  of  a  few  «i6nths,  several  years  are  ^Uowed 
to  elapse  before  th'ey  finish  a  ship-ofthe-line.  It 
itf-said  they  ex{>os^  their  frames  tor  several  years, 
under  cover,  before  they  are.'planked.  When  I 
passed  thrOq^b  Cbatham,  I  saw  the  Ibmous  VUU 
ae'PariSjA  hrst-rate,  on  the  stocks*  This  ship 
drew,  my  attention.  On  inquiry,  I  was  Informed 
.she  was  theq  upwards  of  ten  years  in  her  oradle^ 
fr^m  ther  laving  of  her  keel.  ^Sir,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
before  we  snould  be  at>le  to  bail^  ships  of/  w^r  in 
a  proper  mannef.  that  the,  contest  we  are  about 
to  eng^  in' will  have  ceased.  If  the  ships  can- 
not  b^nad  ready  for  service,  wby  oommenee 
buildW  them  under  the  present  up(>romising 
aspect? 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  great  object  of  a  Naval  Es- 
tablishment is  declared  to  be  the  protection  of 
our  commerce  against  chptbres  on  the  ocean. 
We  will  firit^urn^our  attention  td  that  speeies  of 
commerce  whioli  is  generalfy '  termed  the  car-> 
rying  trade ;  by  this  we  understand  the  exporta- 
tion of  such  articles  as  are  not  the  productions  of 
the  United  States.  During  the  wai^  between 
FratKse  nad  England,  we  were  permitted  to  carry 
the  productions  of  the  West  India  islands,  be- 
lon^riiig  to  France,  to  the  Ecropean  markets. 
This  privile^  was  granted  to  us  on  the  part  of 
France,  solely  because  she  could  not  protect  and 
secure  tbese  productions  in  trawUu  to  her  ports 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8i27 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


H.  OP  R. 


NaiwU  EftablishmefU. 


JFA!roARY,48l8. 


in  Eiufope.  Ac  this  time  tfaesevislands  ace  in 
the  pos^es^bn  .of  Great  Britain,  and*  she  deb ies  to 
us  the  priFileffes  whf&h.we  formerly  enjoyed. 
This  right  on  her  partis  foand^d  on  theiisage.df 
nations.  The  captured  islands  Will  only  be  again 
c^ded  to  France,  when^  peace  shall  take  place; 
and  tifen  France  will  act  as  Great  Britain  bow 
does.  The  experience  at  the.terminatioti  of  our ' 
Revolutionary  war  proves  this  beyond  all  doobt: 
We  shall  then  oniy  be  allowed  to.  carry  rinri  ancf 
molasses  from  these  islands,  and  these  ar^.  articled 
which  are  not  o^eets  of  re^exportatioii*  Bo  that, 
DOW  and  hereafter,  we  cannot  expect  to  derive 
advantages  from  the  carrying  (rade.  Why  then' 
build  a. navy  to  protect  this  commerce?  If  we 
adopt  the  advice  of  lay,  friend  from  South  Caro- 
lina^ we  shall  paddle  the  natioi)  with  a  pesiqanent 
expense  for  a  navy,  after  an  impcTrtaot  branch,  of 
commerce  has  left  us  forever.  I  will  even  admit, 
sir,  that  we  shall  enjoy  this  trade-*is  it  reasoaa- 
ble  to  suppose  that  "we  can  prote^it  by  a  navy, 
when  the  navies  (^France,  Spain,  and  Holland 
combined  could  iiot insure  it»  fMissageto Kufope? 
)Let  lis  view  this  subject  ia  a  mAre  extended* 
sense-^l  mean  as  regards  our  commerce  general- 
ly-<-we  shall  still  have  oause-to  entertain  the 
opinion  which  we  first  adopte^.  We.  cannot 
Bftptect  our  commerce  on  the  ocean.  Our  ships 
have  vexed  every  sea— t^e  trade  to  aU  parts  of 
the  wojrld;  of  course,  to  protect  our  comi^erce^ 
our  ships  of  war  must  abandon  our  coasts  and 
encoo|)ter  all  the  force  of  the  enemy  or  those  x)f 
Europe. ;The  (MMrtswehavein  view  are  European. 
If  your  frigates,  for  convenience  and  "safety^  are 
•to  cruise  only  on.  your  coasts,  what  will  be  the 
fatt^  of  the  millions  which  are  eqi^rk'ed  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope?  .  By  thi^  managemeat 
surely  yotf  ci^not  anbrd  it  protection.  France, 
Spain,  aud  HoltaAd,  when  ooihbined  and  l^ckcfU 
by  an  armed  neiurality  in  thenV)r(h  of  Eufope. 
could  not  secure  their  commerce.  '  The  fleets  ot 
Great  Britain  noV  sail  triumphant'  over  every 
wave  of  the  deep:  The  Russians  have  a  navy^ 
far  superior  to  that;wh(ch-itis  proposedtve  shall 
establish,  and  they  cannot  protect  their  tude  in 
the  confined  limits  of  the  Baltic.  They  colmt^ 
fifty  or  sixty  sail-.of-the-line.  besides  oaany  frigates' 
and  smallier  vesiels^ .     '     .  • 

Si^  the  expenses  wJiieh  are  incurred  ^y  9  Nv 
val  Establishment,  far  excueedjp  the  profits  wtktch 
arise  froin  thkoommerce^wjiich  it  is  intended  jto 
.  pfotect.  'This  proposition  is  warranted  by  the 
experience  of  G^eat  Britald,  the  most  commercial 
nation  of  modern  times.  In  the  ye»r  T7QS,  the 
total  imports  attdexndrts  of  Great  Britain  amount-, 
ed  to  £94,952,000:  For  the  aam^  year  the  expenr 
ditures  for  her  navy  amounted  to  £13,654^013,.'or 
about  one^sevenih  of  t))e  to^al  imports  ahd  expoxts, 
or  fourteen  per  cent,  on  the  total  capital  employed 
in  commerce.  What  regular  trade  can  yield 
such  profits  on  the  outward  and  inw^rc)  cargoes? 
To  me  this  is  a  secret.  ;In  the  year  1799,  M|[. 
Pitt  computed  the  profit^  on  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain  at  £12,000,000,  or  one  and  a  half 
millions  less  than  the  expense  for  her  najy  the 
preceding  year ! 


0ir,  the  expenses  -which  are  .neaeaaarily  60tt- 
nected  with  a  Naval  Esiablishment.  constitute  t 
very  s^ipus  obje<;tion  to.  it.  At  this  titae,  ibe 
annual  expenditures  for  the  British  navy  amouat 
to  nearly  £L7,006j000,  or  $80^000,060.  Every 
succeeding  y«ar  brings  with  it  an  increase  of  ex- 
penditure?.  This  has  beeb  the  result  year  after 
yeat  since  the  commencement  of  the  ipstitatios. 
Our  prospects  will  be  the  more  evident,  when  we 
take  a  view  of  .the  expenses  which  hava  been  tl- 
ready « incurred  for  the  infantile.establisbmeat  of 
our  coiintry ;  we  shall  be  led  lo  tiie  samecooela- 
sions.  The  American  Navy  was  commenced  in 
the  year  1794,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  1811, 
the  expenditures  amounted,  to  $27.456^079— a som 
much  greater  ihan  the  6ne-hibtf  of  the  public  debt 
on.  ihe^lat  of  January,  1812.  -This  Vponid  have 
b^en  mucji  bettef  a'p^iedjhad  itbeen  ptaeeiwith 
the  Codimissioners  of  jhe  Sinking  Fund.  I  will 
ask  the  gendeman  from  Sou(h  Carolina,  vhtt 
has'the  nution  benefited  lor  thin  eilormovs  exftt- 
ditore  1  What  would  have  been  tjhe  amount  ei- 
pended,  had  1this  engine  been.  Heicalean,  with 
Admirals  of  the  Red  White  and  Blue  sqUadfoy, 
with  numerous  dock  and  navy  yards,  pUceaeii, 
d^l  %  For  we  shall  mduallyi  advance  to  all  tbii, 
if  we  .do  not  stvp*  short  at  this  time.  Fo(  tke 
benefiu  of  such  appendages,  I  will  refer  yon  to  k 
statenM^nt  4Qade  to  this  House,  the  last  sesiioD, 
conoenung  the  navy  yard^  belonging  to  the  Uoi- 
ted  States  ^.especially  to  the  details  of  the  ezwa- 
ditures  of  that  coOnected  with  this  city.  The 
d6cum6nt  rrefer4o,  wak  laid  before  ihisHodse 
on  the  25th  February,  1811.  ft  will  inform  yon, 
sir,  that  the  value  <n  the  work  d<Aie  frodi  the  let 
of  January  to  thc'dlst  of  t>e<iembar,*  1810,  was 
^3,047  52.  Theoomteandam  confesses,  in  his 
returns  made  to  the  Secretary,  that  this  work,ia 
many  .iniitances,  is  rated  tiweoty  Mr  cent  abote 
.the  ptkes  paid  in  oikex  plaoes.  The  salaries  in 
this  sanvB  yard,  for  the  sanieyear,  (1810.)  amoUBi^ 
ed  to  995,637  64^.  80  that  tHe  pay  for  the  sala- 
ries'  and  the  wages  at  this  navy  yard,  exceeded 
the^rakie  of^the  articles  manttfaetoted,  even  iNmb 
*rat^  ftir  above  the  fair  prices,  ip  junoont  I2LT90 
1^4  This,  establishment  m  under  the  itHumiitM 
eye  of  the  Government }  we  might  suppose  evsrjr 
attention  was  paid  to  economy  ^--if  so,  who  will 
desire  further  proofs  of  ihe  adraasages  of  aaan- 

6ir,  if  W9  follow  the  British  ia  the.prineiplc, 
we  must  look-for  thc^samo  resuUs*  Theezpeaav 
of  a  navy  are  not  oaly  enormous,  hut,  ^,ihe][  i^ 
crease  in  a  ratio- fa«i>eyond  the  ifMsrease  of  forsa* 
J*rom  ihe  year  1701*  to  1801,  the  vessels  in  w 
Briiish  navy teoreased iburfi}ld  in  number, attbe 
same  time,  the  expenses  increased  in  a  twelrefoU 
ratio—they  are  270  greateif  now  than  they  were 
in  the  time-of Barnes  I.  In  1701,  the  Bvitish  asfy 
consisted  of^256  vessels ;.  its  lannual  ^peoditove 
araounte4  t<r  £1,046,397,  or  94,650,6^.  lo  ^ 
year  1798,  the  vessels  increased,  to  946 ;  liod  the 
annnaletpenditure  to  £13,654,013,0^  tfiO,684,502! 

Sir.- we  will  now  compare  the  forco  with  the 
rate  c^  expanse.  This  will  be  done  hy  dividing 
the  sum  of  the  annoal  expenditures  by  the  number 
of  guns  employed.    Tke  Hoq9«  will  indulge  me 
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whilst  I  read  the  statemeots  oontaiDed  in' an  offi- 
cial docameat.    Oa  the  4tb  of  December,  1800, 
we  kadin  eommissioD  the  following  force: 
3  Y^scels  carrying  44  gunt  ^ach, 
I'TesMl        do.        32        do. 

1  do.  do.        20        do.  ^ 

2  yessels      d6.        18       do. 

2    db.  do.        16       do.   . 

2    do.  do.        14        do. 

2    do.  do.  '     12        do. 

1  resseP     do,        19        do. 

2  bombs  aad^  gu|)boat^,  ^ 
making  vessels  incommisision  38^  bat  4  of  Wblofa 
were  friffates,  the  remaining  34  wefe  small  re'sseb, 
and  of  these  22  were  fi^unboar^;  they  moupteda 
total  of  338  gun^.  Tne  annual  expense  of  this 
force  was  $2,427,758,  or  $7^82  70  per  gon. 

Sir,  the  expenditures  for  the  year  1809  were 
not  the  .greatest  in. amount;  those-for  ^he  year 
ISOO,  were  $3,448,716. .  1 4o,not  wislv  to  view  the 
ease  in  a  worse,  light  than  positive  facts  will  pla^e 
it.  We  will  tbarctfore  pky  atientieiTto  the  state- 
ments and  eetioMtcs  mads  for  the  cofrent  year, 
(1812.)  In  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  oow^n  our 
tables,  he  contemplates  fiv.e  frigate^,  carrying  200 

SQBs ;  three  ships,  52  guns ;  seven  brigs,*  100  gqns ; 
^  guoboats,  63  guns ;  a  total  of  414  guns.  The 
anBoal  expeeditore  is  oomputedrat  ^502^003  90 ; 
or  $$}04d  per  gun.  Expenses  i^twaysexceed  -the 
ettkaales.  In  the  report,  the  Secretary  reasons 
on  ^he  present  state  of  things  in  ESurope,"  and 
calculates  that  "  12  sail  of  seventy -fours^  and  20 
well-cooatifucted  frigates,  rating  generally  not  less 
than  38  guns,  with*  the  addition  of  our  amaller 
Tessebmow  in  service,"  as  snfiicient  toi  protect  op^ 
coiMiiig  trade,  as  competent  ta  annay  the  com- 
meree  of  an  enemy,  knd  to  protect  our  harbors. 
Mr.  Chairman,  i^  the  system  the  Secretary  has 
laid  down,  be  adopted,  waishall  have  888  guns  on 
board  the  12  seventy-fours,  760  guns  on  board  the 
20  fri^tes^  152  gvnsoa  board  the  small  vessels 
BOW  la  service*  and  62  giMs  oa  board  ih«  ffunbeats. 
irhich  are  inaluded  in  th^tstntemeot.  ^  This  will 
aulpB  a  total  of  1,862  guh^;  4he  annual  ex pendi- 
tare  for  which  will  be,  at-  the  ratO'Of  $^043  per 
goo,  911,252,066.  This,  will  bethe^annual  ex- 
peoae.  allowing  the  iooreaae.  of  expenditures  to 
midtiply  only  in  the  ratio  of  the  increase  of  force ! 
Bcaides  tbie,  sir.  We  iiMst  add  the  enbrmoursum 
«r  98,134,000,.  the  oast  of  the  building  and  equip- 
piag'of  the  ships  in  the  first  instance.  Howmapy 
mor^  iniUions  are  ty  be  added  (or  contingeacies, 
andrepaifsl  This  is  a  gloomy  prospect.  A  pru- 
dent conduct  Will  relieve, us  of  the  pressure. 

Sjr,  my  friend  from  S6uth  CaroUn^  tias  de- 
clared that  25Mventy-four8,  and  40  fri|[at<s,  might 
be  built,  eq«upped,  and  supported,  the  krst^y^ar,  at 
ao  expense  of  925,000,000.  Thiscalculatibn  must 
resc  ad  conjecture,  as  many,  others  have  done  be- 
fore.^   This  gentleman  has  too  much  respect  for 

*  His  oalcolations  are  grounded  on  the'esttmates  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  haye  already  observed, 
thai  expenditures  always  exeeed-the  estiaiates.  •  £xpe- 
lieaoe  warrants  this  assertion^in  every  instance  eoo- 
occning  our  Jiaval  Establishmentr 


himself  and  the  House,  to  attempt  anything  like 
trick;  in  no  man  do  I  confine  merctthan  in  him ; 
but  inihis  instance  be  certainly  must  be  mistaken. 

Sir.  we  have  estimated  the  expenditures  of  a 
Naval  Establishment.  How  are  they  to  be  met 
by  this  nation?  is  a  quesiionof  primary,  import- 
ance. Our  most  prosperous  yeai^  never  yielded 
a  revenue  of  917,000,000.  In  case  of  war,x;aa  we 
calculate  on  93,000,000^  from  the  usual  sources? 
Loans  and  dir^t  taxes  can  alone  support  a  Naval 
Establishtaent.  Like  the  British,  we  should  find 
the  profits  on  our  commerce  insii^eient  to  defray 
the  expenditures  necessary,  independent  of  those 
for  the  civil  list;  for  the  interest  on  the  public 
debt,  and  for  the  euppert  of  the  Armv.  •  To  m^  it 
is  indifferent,  whether  the  Navy  will  cost  more 
Qr  less  than  the  Army  has  doipe.  My  first  inquiry 
relates  to  its  qtility  and  efficiency,  and  then  we 
should  ask,  .can  ^e  nation  with  propriety  ntfeet  the 
'demands  necessary  to  mainiain  it?  Sir,  oa  ibis 
subject  I  agree  so  perfectly  with  an  author  of 
coniiidera|)le  merit  (Sinclair.)  that  I  will  impose 
Qn  the  House  by  reading  ti  passage  from  his  book 
pn  Revenue — page  306,  he  says:  '       ' 

**  It  itf  at'  sea»  where  all  the  modem  nations  have 
Wslsted  their  strength.  It-is  on  th%t  elemeDl  that  those 
debts  have  in  a  great  'measure  been  contracted,  under 
the  pressure  of  wki^  they  .now  groan.  Had  the  rage 
of  equipping  anmeroos  fleet^,  andf  building  ships  of 
great,  magnitude  and  dimensions,  never  existed,  hardly 
any  State  in  £4ur6pe  would  have  been  at.  this  time  in 
debt  Ta  that  iatal  ambition  their  present  distressed 
and  mortgaged  sitnation ought  chiefiy  tobe  attributed.'* 
■  Sir,  r  further  object,  to  a  navy,  because  the 
force  which  it  is'possjble  for  the  United  States  io 
bring  into  action,  will-  prove  inadequate  to  com- 
bat Hiat  of  the  enemy-^we  calinpt  contend  with 
Great  Britain  on  the  ocean,  it  is  idle  t6  be-  led 
astray  by  miasta tempts andfaUe-prid^ — we  have 
no  reason  to  expect  more  from  our  citizens,*  than 
what  otlier  brave  people  have  performed;  the  bet- 
ter way  will  be  to  compare  our  strength  with,  that 
of  the  eaemy*  The*  following  is  a  statement  of 
•Che  British  Navj  in  July,  1811,  taken  from  Steele's 
list:' at  thf  t  time  they  hiad  a  total  of  1,049[  vessels; 
710  of  which  were  in  -cominission ;  548  at  sea ; 
261  in  ordinary  and  repairing  for  service;  63  were 
boUding,  of  these  39' are  8bips-of-lhe-line,jand  19 
frigates.  At  the  above' period  there  Were  stationed 
in  the  American  seas  111  vessels;  7  of  which  are 
shipsK»f^the  line ;  2  fifties  or  forty -fours ;  31  frig- 
ates j  29  sloops ;  25  bngs^  1  cutter,  and  16  gun- 
vessels.    Thu  force  was  distrl billed  as  follows  : 

At  Halifax  and: Newfoundland,  3  ships-ol^the- 
line;  1  fifty;  5  frigates;  11  sloops;  2brig$;  7 
gun-veaseis— Uotal  29. 

.  West.  Indies,  viz {  LeeWard  Islands,  Jamaica^ 
and  on  passage— 2  ships»of-the line ;  1  fifty;  19 
frigates)  17  sloops;  20  brigs;  1  cutter;  9  gun- 
vessfeb-*total  60.      , 

South  America-*-^  ahips^f-the-line^  7  frigates ; 
1  sloop ; .  3  brigs— total  13.  ' 
'  If  the  above  vessels  are  rated  as  ibllows,  viz : 
the  s^ips  of*the-line  at. 74  guns;  the  frigates  at 
32 ;  sloops  at  16 ;  brigs,  cutters,  and  gun- vessels 
at  8  ffuns  each)  the  force  stationed  in  ihe  Aoieri- 
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can  seas  will  motsnt  a  total  force  of  2,350  gaoja; 
that  on  the.  Halifax  and.NewfQUDdian4  station 
aloDe  will  mount  680  gUDs;  a  force  id  it^iaif.yer^ 
superior  t0  that  of  all  the  vessels  belonging  to  the- 
American  Nav^^- independent  of  gunboats.  The 
American  vessels. now.  in  actual  service  are^~5 
fri^atesy  3  ship^^  and  7  brigs/  besides  gunboatii* 
We  have  in  ordinary — 5  frigafes,  (two  of  which- 
ar^  probably  so.  rotten  as  to  be  unworthy  of  re- 
pairs,) Besidesgunboats.  Our  whole  force  amounts 
to  but  20  vessels,  independent  of  gunboats,  and 
mounts  a  total  of  524  guns ! 

Sir,  I  fear  the  British  force  in  the  American 
teks  is  too  competent  for  our  interest — they  may 
despatch,  many  more.  The  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  {I  allude  to  his  re^ 
ference  to  the  navy  list  for  1801,)  was  very  favor- 
able to  his  purpose.  ^  I  do  not  ^ittp.bute  his  using 
it  to  any  sinister  tviews;  Lkno#  he  was  not  in 
possjBssion  of  that,  for  the  Is^st  year. 

The  British  stations  at.Hatifaxapd  Bermuda 
afford  every  facility  to  fit  and  repair.  THey  from 
thetice  can  at  all  times  watch  our  vessels  ;.  and, 
sir,  they  \t ill  nqt  neglect- to  oppose  t&em  by  a 
double  force.  From  ^he* view  ^e  baye  iu^  taken, 
I  ask  you^sir,  what^must  be  theyprgbable  result  of 
hostilities  on  the  oe^au  ?      .    '  ^ 

Sir,  we  shall  find  it  very  di^icult  to  man  s  con- 
siderable fleet  iri^  the  United  States ;  ^aa^o 'will 
not  abiipdon  the  merchants  to  ent^r  on  board 
shiptf  of  war  at  half  the  rate  of  wage's )  liumerous 
privateer^  will  be  fitted  out  in  all  our  ports,  they 
will  pay  higher  wages  than  the  Gk)verDmejit,  and 
the  b!est  men  will  be  dlyerte'd  from  theteational 
service.  Sic^  we  need  tiiebe^t  s'eaimen  to  combat 
those  of  Great'firitaia ;  they>haye  the  advantage 
of  long'  e:i:perieiioe  in  the  best  regulated  service. 
I  entreat  you,  at  no  time  despise  your  enemy,  you 
will  thus  be. the  bett^er  prepared  to  encounter  him. 
I  cordially  assent  with  my  friendirom  SouUi  Ca- 
rolina ia  the  declaration,  that  the  American  tars 
are  as  brave  as  those  of  any  other  natiob ;  but, 
sir,  at  the  same  time  we  mu'st  do  justice :to  those 
of  Great  Britain^  they  are  not  to  be^treated  with 
contempt.  Men  are  of  more  cons^u^nce  \han 
ships ;  the  naval  combats  of  Europe  prove,  that  a 
small  number  of  the  ships  well  manned,  will  de- 
feat a^reatVr  number  wlien  they  are  indifferently 
manned.  The  contest  between  Great  BrUarn  on 
the  one  part,  and  Fraiice  and  Bpain  oq  the  other 
part,  are  decisive  on  this  bead.  Sir,  to  man  our 
ships  we  should  hav^  to  resort  to  ih^  odious  prac-> 
tices  of  Gr^eat  Britain  and  Fraiice ;  impressm<^nt 
and  naval HTonscriptien  would  be  the  order,  of  the 
day.  Men  of  observation  and  experience  declare 
these  as  the  inevitable  consequences  of  a  naval  es- 
taUishment^press-gangc  :rtrould  disturb  the  peace 
of  your  cities — your  seaports  would  become  the 
constant  theatres  of  riot>  and  debauchery.  Sir, 
the  citizens  would'not  yield  to  thisslateof  things^ 
personal  liberty-  in  our  country  is  too  highly 
prized  to  suffer  such  Violation. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  thinks  that 
impressments  are  not  absolutely  necessary  to  man 
a  navy^he  doubts 'whether  this  method  isadopted 
in  any,  other  country  besides  Great  Britain,  i  I 


will  road  an  official  document  to  satisfy  him  oa 
this  subject;  it  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Russell,  our 
Charg6  d'Affaires  a;  Pai^is  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated 
July  14, 1811: 

<<  Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  jeu,  herein,  s  copy  of 
m^i^  note  of  the  19th  inst.,  to  the  Duke  of  Bsssano, 
craimtng  the  release  of  twenty-three  American  aetmen, 
stated  to  have  ^n  pressed  into  the  French  serrioe  it 
Dsiitzic  and  its  vicinity.  Who^  I  called  on  the  D^ke 
oft  the*9th,  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  this  note, 
and  said  that  he  should  immediiateK'  write  to  the  liin- 
ister  of  Marine  on  the,  subject,  in  ttie  conveisation 
which  I  had  with  him  yesterday,  he  informed  me  that 
he  had  performed  this, engagement,  and  that  the  Min- 
ister of  the  Marine  ha^  replied  that  no  American  citi- 
zens had  been  pressed  by  his  orders  ;  that  the  city  of 
Daatzic  had  httn  requited  io  fumuh  a  certain  num- 
ber of  seamen^  and  was  alone  responsible  for  ^e  man- 
nenn  whi^cb  it'had  compiled  with  thii  reqnititioii. 
The  Duke  of  Bkssano  alfo  added,  that  toy  note  had 
lyen  laid  before  the  Eibperor,  and  that  His  Majesty 
had  ordered  that  on,  the  awival  of  ^e  seamen  #om 
Bantue  at  Antwerp,  where  they  war^  expected  yeitor- 
day,  all  that.  wer«  Ameiioan  citizens  shoold  be  dis- 
charged, and  the  city  of  Dantae  phoold  be  re^oirod  to 
filrnisb  others  pi  their 'Stead."    .  ,  - 

-  Sic,  I  further  object  |o  a  navy,  because  it  will 
be  tho  means  of  exciting  many  wafVs,  whict,  with- 
out the  establishment,  msy  be  honorably  avoided. 
It  i^  said,  nations  arp  involved  ia  .war,  in  propor- 
tion to  iha  €xten\  of  their  navies,  and  some  assert 
(Broiighi^m),  that  a  perpetual,  war  is  one  of  the 
two  ihodes  which  are  /necessary  to  support  apow- 
erful  naval  establishment. '  Sir,  a  naval  establish- 
ment will  create  a  new  and  a  dangerotuf  interest 
iio  our  country.  Nothing  is  more  common  tbta 
to  be  told,  that,  saeh  are  the'  wishes  of  the  aaral 
interest  of  Great  Britain,  aud  that  this  or  that  war 
must  be  enlered  into  io  gratlfjr  t4iem.  For  my 
part>  six,  -I  shall  be  very  sorry  ladeed,  i£  ever  the 
period  arrives  in  th^  United  Staies,  when  auf 
particular  interest  or  community  slull  direct  the 
Qovemm«nt,  Whether  it  b^  naval,  agricultural, 
manufacturing,  or  comnpereial— the  general  w^ 
fare  should  bethe^olo  great  ruling  pi^incipjeii 
the  National  Councils. 

Sit,  I  am  deterred,  when*  1  ooosider  the  fate  d 
all  those  iHhtions.whp  at,  different  periods  hare 
been.famBus  for  thfeir  navies,  fhe  naval  s|reog[th 
of'the  Hanseatic  League  wa&such,  twocepturis 
past,  aa  to  excite  terror  on  tl^e  part  •f  Eogltni 
T,hese,  sir,  distant  free  cities,  a^e  now  the  apijett- 
da^es  of  mighty  Fraiice4  and  have-  no  pphticil 
existence. .  Who  ha&  not  heard  of  the  once  for- 
midable fleets^of  yenice  and  Q^pal  Atose 
time  fi^gland^was  indebted  to  the  latter  for  offi- 
cers to  command  her  ships  of  war-^Afaifi!  these 
Republics  are  now  consigned  to  obliviob.  Den- 
ntark  was  at  one  time  the  mistress  of  the  ocean; 
by  means  of  her  fteets  she  often  invAded  Englaod, 
and  held  her  in  a  state  of  subjection.  The  Daaet 
heretofore  burned  Liondon,  Paris,  and  other  great 
cities — they  are  now  controlled  by  France^  tnd 
they 'have  had  their  Copenhagen  defeat.  Hoi- 
land,  with  her  Van  Tromps  and  De  Ruyters, 
occupied  the  British  Channel  at  pleasure;  this 
Po^er  defeated  the  navies  of  England  and  Prance. 
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Where  is  Holland  now?    Incorporated-  as  a  part 
of  the  French  Empire.    Spain  boasted  her  invin- 
cible armadas ;  Euzabeth  of  England,  by  nature 
haughty,  proud,  and  ambitious,  trembled  at  the 
?erf  meniioQ  of  them,  until  they  were  dispersed 
and  destroyed  by  storms  at  sea;  Spain  is  now 
the  THssal  of  France.    Not  very  long  since  the 
DaTf  of  France  sailed  triumphant  along  the  Brit- 
ish coast,  looked  into  Portsmouth  harbor,  and 
taaated  British  spirit.    I  ask  y/>u,  sir^  where  is 
the  strength  of  which  these   nations  formerly 
boasted?    AH  are  inoperative,  and  dread  the  gi- 
gantic power  of  the  British  navy — they  are  in 
part  sicE  in  dry  docks,  or  9 re  blockaded  in  their 
ports. 
Mr.  ChaiirnaD;  Great  Britain,  though,  at  this 
\  time  triumphant  in  every  sea,  if  she  persists  in 
'  her  expensive  naval  establishment,  with  her  pres-' 
eotdebtof  £800,000,000,  which  was  chiefly  created 
foe  her  navy — Crre&i  Britain,  sir,  I  say,  with  all 
(  this,  must  sink  under  the  heavy  pressure.    She 
I  will  hereafter  derive  very  littk  satisfaction  from 
;  her  brilliaut  victories  on  the  1st  of  June  off  Cape 
:  St.  Viacen(,  Camperdown,  Aboukir,  and  Tra- 
falgar, 
f     Shall  I  be  pardoned,  sir.  whesa  I  fear  our  vas-* 
I  sels  will  only  tend  to  swell  the  present  catalogue 
of  the  British  navy  ?    Of  the  1,04^  vessels  which 
she  possessed  in  July,  18U,  one  hundred  aod  nine 
were  captured  from  the  French,  forty-six  frojn 
the  Danes,  twenty-five  from  the  Spaniards,  twenty- 
fonr  from  the  Dutch,  and  three  frOm  the  Italians  j 
^  making  a  total  of  two  hundred  and  seven  cap- 
tured ships,  or  one-fifth  of  her  whole  navy.  • 

Small  ships  are  proper  for  the  service  of  the 
United  States — ^by  their  agency*  we  shall  be  able 
toannby  the  convoys  of  an  enemy.    The  priva- 
teers which  were  fitted  out  in  every  porl  during 
oar  Revolutionary  war,  destroyed  much  of  the 
British  commerce,  even  in  ihe  British,  and  Irish 
channels,  whilst  tne  frigates  which  were  built  by 
the  Government,  did  little  or  nolhing-^but  two 
of  them  remained  at  the  conclusion  of  the  con- 
tent.   The  enemy  will  not  watch  your  small  ves- 
^Is;  they  may  enter  all  your  small  linlets,  where 
heavy  vessels'  cannot  venture  to  approach  them; 
[  and.  at  tlie  conclusion  of  the  war,  th^y  may  be 
J  sold  for  the  merchant. service.    I  shall  not  follow 
f  the  gentleman  in  his  remarks'on  the  bill  before 
.  the  Committee;  I  shall  vote  against  it,  though  it 
,  is  mj  pesent  intention  to  appropriate  the  sums 
^  requuite  for  the   repairing  and  equipping  our 
.  present  ships  of  war.    I  wiii  go  no  fuhher.    I  tell 
you.  sir,  naval  victories  io~  the  end  would  prove 
fatal  to  the  United  States;  ihe  consequences  which 
have  uniformly  followed  iq  other  countries  mu^ 
lake  place  here.  Jf  the  United  States >shall  deter- 
mine to  augment  their  navy,  so  as  to  rival  those  of 
fiorope,  the  pnblic^debt  writ  become  permanent; 
direct  taxes  will  be  perpetual ;  the  paupers  of  the 
country  will  be  increased;  the  nation  will  be 
bankrupt;  and,  I  fear,  the  tragedy  will  end  in  a 
revolution. 

Mr.  McKbe  rose,  with  defereiice,  to  perform  st 
dtity  which  he  owed  to  his  constituents,  by  deliv- 
ering his  sentiments  00  the  Very  important  sab- 
l«thC0N.  IstSfiss.— 27 


Ject  before  the  Committee,  though  he  confessed 
himself  very  inadequate  to  do  justice  to  it.  He 
deemed  the  question  of  great  magnitude ;  as  he 
feared,  if  we  were  to  proceed  to  build  up  a  large 
Naval  Establishment,  it  would  affect  the  destinies 
of  tjiis  nation  to  the  latest  posterity. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Cheves)  has  said,  that  it  is  time  to  go  into  the 
establishment  of  a  permanent  Navy,  because  the 
vessels  already  on  hand  would  be  liable  to  decay. 
If  it  should  be  the  wilhof  Congress,  said  Mr.  McK.. 
to  go  into  the  business  of  buuding  a  Navy,  it  will  . 
be  necessary  to  enter  upon  it  with  all  possible  en- 
ergy. Therefore,  if  any  attempt  should  be  made 
to  lessen  our  present  force;  he  should  be  opposed 
to  it.  But  he  was  decidedly  opposed,  and  forever 
should  be  opposed,  to  the  application  of  a  cent- to 
repair  those  old  hulks  of  vessekwhich  are  fit  only 
forfufel.  ' 

.  The  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carplinaiias  said, 
that  he  has  great  prejudices jo  encounter.  Mr. 
Mc]^.  would  havexhought  that  the  deliberate  opin- 
ion of  a  majority  of  Cbngress^  expressed  upon  more 
than  one  occasion,  was  entitled  to  a  more  respect- 
ful, term  than  prejudices,  Those^  decisions  pro- 
ceeded from  the  h(»est  convictions  of  some  or  the 
best  friends  of  the  country.  Mr.  McK.  would 
refrajn  from  noticing  the  reasoning  of  the  com- 
mittee4n  their  report  on4his  subject.  They  say. 
^^The  important  engine  of  national  strength  and 
^  national  security  which  is  formed  by  a  ntival 
^  force  ha^  hitherto,  in  the  opinion  of  the  coratilit- 
^  tee,  been  treated  with  a  neglect  highly  iinpolitic, 
^  or  supported  by  a  spirit  so  languid,  as,  while  it 
'  has  preserved  the  existence  of  the  Elstablishment, 
'  has  had  ^e  effect  of  loading  it  with  the  impn- 
'  tations  of  wasteful  expense « and  comparative 

*  inefficiency." 

Mr.  McK.  asked  whether  the  ioeenuity  of  man 
could  *fiMl  language  which  could  cast  a  more 
severe  censure  upon  the  late  Administration,  than 
is  contained  in  these  strictures  of  the  committee. 
It  is  weh  known,  that  our  Treasury  wUs  in  floar- 
ishing  circumstances  during  the  late  Administra- 
tion, and  yet  no  recommendation  was  made  by 
the  Executive  in  favor  of  Increasing  our  Naval 
Establishment.  The  extension  of  the  Navy  was 
not  thought  'of  till  the  yeaf  1812 ;  but  now  we 
ar^  told,  that,  to  neglect  the  commencement  of  a 
permanent  naval  system,  "  impolitic  under  any 

*  circumstances,  is  t^e  more  so,  when  it  is  demon- 
^  strably  clear  that  this  nation  is  inevitably  des* 

*  tine*  to  be  a  Naval  Power." 

Mr.  McK.  denied  this  doctrine,  that  '^itis-de- 
[  monstrably  clear  that  this'  nation  is  inevitablV' 
'  destined  to  be  a  Naval  Power  ;'^  and  he  believea,'' 
that,  if  the  attempt  were  made  to  make  it  si|ch, 
it  would  prove  the  destruction  of  our  happy  Con- 
stitution. He  would  proceed  to  show  on  what 
grodnd  he  supported  the  opinion  that  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  permanent  Naval  Establishment  would 
prove  ruinous  to  this  country.  For  this  purpose, 
ne  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  submitting 
Some  milculations  to  the  House;  for,  though  he 
bad  heard  a  course  of  this  kind  condemned,  as  fit  - 
only  for  the  counting-house  of  the  merchant,  he 
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considered  it  as  the  most  coodacive  to  correct 
legislaiicD.  It  is  certainly  a  matter  of  just  calcu- 
lation, when  we  are  called  upon  (o  establisli  a 
permanent  Navy,  to  show  that  such  an  institution 
would  cost  more  than  any  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  it  would  compensate. 

Having  said  this  much  in  ftivor  of  this  mode 
of  counting  the  cost^  he  hoped,  if  he  should  make 
any  incorrect  statement, that  it  would  be  rectified 
by  gentlemen  better  acquainted  with 'the  subject 
than  he  pretended  to  be.  And  though  his  calcu- 
lations might  in  some-  instances  be  thought  at 
present  too  high,  he  would  venture  to  .say,'tbat 
hereafter  they  would  be  found  to  be  uokter  the 
truth:  / 

For  tA«  year  1812. 
The  ordinary  expenses,  including  the*  pres- 
ent Army  and  Navy;  agreeably  to  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury's  report,  will  be  •  $9,40(^9000 
Expense 'of  the  new  Army  of  80,000  men, 
and  50,000  volunteeii— «Uowing  30,000 
only  to  be  called  into  service— ezdustve 
of  boonties,  estima^d  at  one  miltion  for     . 
every  8,000  men  -        -        -        •        -10,000,000 
Bounty  and  allowance  of  $!^  a  man  for  re- 
cruiting, say  30,000,  exclusive  of  the  land 
bounty    ,     .        .     ,  -        -        -        -       540,000 
Repairing  the  old  8hips,^and  half  years'  ser- 
vice, as  estimated  by  the  ^Secretary  of  the 

Navy ,       714,981 

Bailding  the  new  frigates,  this  year's  appro- 
priation      -        -        -        -        .        .    1,000.000 
Appropriation  for  munitions  of  war  -        -     1,500,000 
Expense  of  fortifications,  (as  per  report,) 
purchasing  of  timber,  docks,  and  a  new. 
navy  yard  .--        ^        -        -        -        -    3,000,000 
The  Navy,  induing  the  vessels  proposed  ^ 
to  be  repaired,  wbioh  cost    origloally 
$2,385,0007-one-twe]fUi  part  of  which 
sum  will'  be  required  amnualiy  for  sub- 
stantial repairs     190,416 


Appropriation  for  &e  twelve  seventy-fours, 

(say  one-half  the  sum  necessary  to  build  .  ' 

them)-        -        .        .        .        .        .  1,998^ 

Interest  on  the  imw  debt  of  14  millions    •  840,000 


85,145,045 
From  which  deduct  the  annual  receipts,  al- 
lowing them  to  be  equal  to  those  of  1812    8,200,000 

16,945,046 
Allow,  for  taxes  and  excess  of  calculation  -    2,945,046 


Bslanceto  be  supplied  by  loans  -        f  14,000,000 


'  25,345,897 
Frorii  which  amount,  deduct  this  year's  rev- 
enue, as  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  t 
theTreasuiy        •        •        -        •        -  ^8,iM)0,000 


17,145^97 
Remaining  in  the  Treasury,  $8,946,4 19<; 
of  which,  $2,947,818  may  be  applied  to- 
wards the  above  deficiency  •        -      '  -    2,947,818 


Balance  to  be  provided  for  by  loans      $  14, 197,578 


Mt.McEee  supposed  that  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Government  for  the  year  1813  would  be 
the^same  as  in  1812.  He  would,  therefore,  make 
an  estimate  of  the'  amount  of  disbursements  for 
that  year. 

For  the  year  1S12. 

Gunrent  expenses     -       -       •        --      $t9',400,000 

Annual  expense  of  the  new  Navy,  includ- 
ing the  repaired  frigates        ...     1,549,9Q2 

One-tWelilh  of  the  cost  of  the  Navy  for 
repairs         -        -        -        -        -        -       357,083 

For  finishing  new  frigates,  and  supplying 
deficien«ies0n  this  head       ...    1,000,0001 


For  tAe  year  1814. 

Admitting  die  Army  to  be  reduced  to  20,- 
000  men,  the  current  expenses  will  be  $16,066,666 

Annual  expense  of  the  new  frigates,  inclu- 
dingrepairs  -        -        ...        ;.    1,907,045 

Annual  expense  of  six  seventy-fours,  inclu- 
ding repairs-  '    "-    ,^.'       -        -        -    1,436,S04 

Appropriation  for  finishing  the  Ot&er  six 


seventy-fours 
InteirM  on  the  new  debt  of  *28  milltnuip 


From  which  deduct  die  annual  revenue 

Buf^pose  taxes,  dtc„  to  jmy 

•  Balance  to  be  supplied  by  loans  ^ 


1,998,000 
l,680,iK)0 

23,086,^15 
-    8,SOO/)00 

14,887,915 
.       887,915 

$14,000,060 


.Foriheytgr  1815.. 

Current  expenses,  same  as  1814,  Army  in- 
cluded        .     .  .'      .        .        .        $16,066,666 

Annual  expense  of  firigates,  including  re- 
pairs   .-.--..    1,907,045 

Annual  expense  of  twelve  ^venty-fouis   ^    2,872,406 

Interest  on  the  new  debt  -        «        -        .  ,2,526,000 

23,866,119 
Deduct  the  revenue  -     .-        -        •        .    8,200,000 

'^alancd  to  be  supplied  by  loans  -        $15466,116 

'fV<Ae  year  1816. 
Current  expenses,  same  as  last  year  • 
New  Navy,  annual  expenses    - 
Interest  on  the  new  debt  •        •        • 


Deduct  the  revenue 

Balance  to  be  provided*  for 


$16|066,666 

-  4,779,453 
.    3,360,000 

2!4,20«,11» 

-  8,200,000 

$16,006,119 


For  the  year  1%VI.        ^ 
The  permanent  burdens  of  this  year,  when 
the  Army  may,  and  perhaps  will*  be,  dis- 
banded, will  bch^ 
Current  expensfif^^same  as  in  1812,  vrith- 

out  the  addittonar  Army       -        -       -$9,400,006 

Additional  for  neW  Navy-        -        -        -    4,779,458 

Interest  on  70  miilions  new  debl,  at  6  per  ct    4,200,000 

i  — 

Total  expenses-        -        .        -  .     $18,379,4j3 
There  is,  said  Mr.  McKjsE;  this  strikiog^ifler- 
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ence  between  a  Military  and  a  Naval  Establish- 
meot:  when  youi^  Army  has  effected  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  raised^  you  can  disband  it;  and 
the  men  who  composed  it  will  return  home  to  their 
families,  and  become  useful  members  of  society. 
Not  so  with  respect  to  your  Navy.  You  will 
have  to  be  burdened  with  the  expense  of  that  Es- 
tablishment in  peace  as  well  as  in  war'.    ' 

Having  shown,  in  a  manner  at  least  satisfac- 
tory to  himself,  that  the  expenses  of  the  Grovern- 
ment  in  the  year  181'!'  will  be  upwards  of  eigh- 
teen millions  of  dollars,  he  would  endeavor  to  show 
what  would  be  the  expense,  provided  Congress 
were  to  adopt  the  course  recommended  by  the 
gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolinar,  df  building  35 
seveqty-four  gun  ships  and  40  frigates : 

Twenlj-fiTe  eeven^-ibiirs  and  forty  frigates 
would  cost,  in  baUding-.       -        •     .  $15,165,000 


Amiaal  ex^nse  of  25  8eventy-/bqr8  •  •  5,294,600 

Annual  expense  of  40  frigate  •        -  -  4,200,000 

One-twelfth  part  of  original  expenses  for 

repairs          -        •        -        -.       -  -  1,263,756 

Annual  expenditure,  same  as  this  year  -  9,400,000 

Interest  on  eighty  millions  of  new  debt  •  4,80Q,00a 


no  country  possess  greater  wealth — and  hence  the 
inference  is:  drawn' that  they  are  able  to  pay  heavy 
taxes.  But,  when  tBle  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  examined  in  relation  to  this  subject,  we 
find  that  direct  taxes  must  be  laid  in  proportion 
to  population.  In  considering,  therefore,  what  sum 
you  may  levy,  you  cannot  exceed  the  sum  which 
It  is  within.the  power  of  the  poorest  State  to  pay. 
The  State  of  Ohio,-  perhaps,  is  one  of  the  poorest 
States  in  the  Union.  This  results  from  the  re- 
cent dafe  of  her  settlements.  The  people  who 
emigrate  to  that  State  settle  down  in  the  forest, 
and  their  capital  is  expended,  first,  in  the  purchase 
of  the  land.  Tfor  a  part  of  which  many  of  them 
are  still  in  debt ;)  and;  secondly,  in  the  improve- 
ment of  their  lands,  wbicli  has  extended  generally 
no  further. than  to  yield  to  the  inhabitants  the 
means  of  comfortable  subsistence — leaving  noth- 


ing, Or  but  little,  for  exportation.  Their  means 
ofpaying  taxes  are,  therefore,  limited.  A  tax  of 
^100,000  on  the -State  of  Ohio  would  be  a  griev- 


Total  expenses  - 


$24,958,350 


This  course  would  produce  a  new  public  debt 
of  $80,000,000,  and  an  annual  expenditure  of 
$25,000,000.  He  left  members  to  deterdiine  wher^ 
this  money  was  to  be  procured,  and  in  what  man- 
ner the  annual  expenditure  could  be  provided. 

Mr.  McE.  said,  he  would  now  take  some  notice 
of  the  resources  of  this  country  in  relation  to  rev- 
en\i4',  and  he  could  say,  that,  on  this  subject,  he 
had  prejudices  to  meet.  He  ssLidj  prejudices^  be- 
cause he  had  heard  a  gentletnan  in  this  House, 
speaking  of  our  resource^-*alludin£to  public  lands 
•-declare  this  source  of  revenue  as  worth  to  the 
Uoited  States  ten  hundred  millions  of  dollafs. ! 
This  declaration  he  coiisidered  as  extravagant  as 
if  each  of  our  gunboats  was  declared  ta  be  equal 
to  a  74-gon  ship ;  and  that,  therefore;  we  hatf  a 
fleet  of  180  sail-pf-the-line.  since  the  public  lands 
bad  been  offered  for  sale,  the  receipts  into  the 
Trasury  from  that  source  had  not  averaged  more 
than  $600,000  i>er  annum,  at  a  time  when  the  best 
lands  too  were  in  the  market.  The  pi^blic  lands 
may,  therefore,  as  a  source  .of  revenue,  be  esti- 
mated at  $10,000,000.  But,  gentlemen  say,  there 
are  300,000,000  of  acres  of  public  land,  and  each 
acre  worth  $2— ma  king  $600,000,000!  *  But  they 
seem  not  to  recollect, that  one-third  of  this  land  is 
barren  heath,  that  will  neVer;5ell  for  a  cent ;  and 
thai  it  will  require  100  years,  perhaps,  to  sell  the 
balance.  And  $10,000,000  laid  out  at  interest, 
adding  the  interest  to  t;h.e  principal  yearjy.  or  even 
at  the  end  of  the  time  required  for  the  interest  to 
equal  the  principal,  would  exceed  any  sum  for 
which  the  public  lands  will  ever  be  sold.  Calcu- 
lations iwrith  regard  to  direct  taxes  were  equally 
lallacious.  It  is  said  that  the  people  of  this  eoun- 
irjr  are  jKrealthy,  and  able  to  pay  large  taxes.  It 
IS  true,  that  there  is  great  wealth  in  the  hands  of 
we  people  of  this  country — perhaps  the  people  of 


ou8  tax ;  though  to  Connecticut,  Marylaord,  or 
Soath  Carolina,  it  would  be  inconsiderable,  and 
not  felt  at  all ;  because  the  lands  in  these  States 
are  mostly  in  a  hi^h  state  of  improvement,  and 
the  inhabitants  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  pro* 
diCictive  capital,  accumulated  by. the  industry  of 
past  ages.  One  county  in  the  State  of  Maryland 
could  pay  as  much  tax,  without  embarrassihent, 
as  the  whole  State  of  Ohio.  But  vou  are  unable 
to  tey  your  hands  gn  this  wealth  while  your  Con- 
stitution remains  unchanged,  and  consequently 
you  cannot  levy  large  taxes. 

If  you  proceed  in  the  course  now  proposed,  and 
incur  an  annual  expenditure  of  $1^,060,000,  how 
are  you  to  raise  the  money  ?  Suppose  your  rev* 
enqe  arising  from  commerce  should  again  jeach 
$14,000,000  per  annutn—which  will  not  be  the 
case. in  time  of  war,  and  it  is  scarcely  to  be  ex- 
pected on  the  recurrence  of  a  general  peace — a  bal- 
ance of  more  than  $4,000,000  will  remain  unpro- 
vided for,  which  must  be  supplied  by  taxes.  The 
taxes  of  1800  (the  most  productive  year)  only 
brought  into  the  Treasury^  about  $1)500,000;  and 
evea  these  tales  were  thought  grievous.  And  the 
system  now  proposed  tvill  render  a  permanent  tax 
of  more  than  $4,000,000  necessary  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  .of  Government.  And  when  your 
political  horizon  shall  again  be  overspread  with 
djfficultiers  and* dangers,  your  debt  will  grow  apace, 
and  your  annual  expenditure  in  the  same  propojr- 
tion,  and  eventually  you  will  be  cursed  with  the 
same  miserable -state  of  political,  existence  under 
which  the  devoted  people  of  Eb^land  now  groan. 
I  But,  if  the  Navy  project  b6  now  abandoned,  the 
nation  will  not  incur,  in  the  proposed  contest,  a 
new  debt  of  more  (han  $55^000,000,  and  the  annual 
expenditure  will  tiot  much  exceed  $12,000,000 
per  annum.  In  order  to  substantiate  this  fact,  he 
would  submit  a  statement,  predicated  on  the  same 
lacts  on  which  his  preceding  statement  was 
founded,  omitting  the  items  of  naval  expenditure, 
which  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Fdf  t?te  year  1812. 
Current  expenses,  as  estimated  by  Secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  in  his  annual  r^rt  $9,400,000 
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Expenseb  of  30»000  men,  in  ftctnal  sertice, 
inclading  $540,000  for  the  recruiting 
service -v  10,640,000 

MnnitioDf  of  war  already  voted,  $1,500,000, 
and  $1,000,000  for  fortifications,  requir- 
ed by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War    3,^00,000 


23,440,0QP 
From  which  deduct  the  revenue,  supposed 
to  amount  to        i     .  -        •      .-   -    -    8,;^00,00O 


$14,240,000 
This  sum  may  be  credited  by  $3,947,818  . 
— the  money  in  the  Trfeasury — leaving  a  i 

balance  of  $1,000,000  in  the  Treasury  -    3,947,81 8 


Balance  to  be  borrowed 


$11,292,*!  83 


Fhr  the  year  IS\Z. 
Current  expenses,  including  the  Army  of 

30,000  men*        .        .,     .        .        $19,400,000 
Interest  dfthen^wdeU  of  $ll,29!^,t83    -       677,580 


'  30,077,580 

From  which  deduct  the  revenue*,  supposed 
tobe  •        -        -        -        .      ,-       ..  -8,300,000 


Balatice  to  be  borrowed 


$11,877,530 


Far  the  year  1814. 

Current  ekpens^s,  including  an  Ariny  of 
30,000  men,  allowing  that  such  reduc- 
tion may  then  take  place      •  *     -        $16,945,045 

Interest  on  the  new  debt  of -$33,169,711  -    1,390,183 


18,835,387 
Fram  which  deduct  the  revenue,  supposed 
tobe -    8,300,000 


Balanee  to  be  borrowed 


$10,135,327 


For  the  year  12\5.. 
Current  expenses,  including  the  Army,  the  > 

•une  as  for  the  year  1814      •        -        $16,945,045 
Interest  on  the  new  debt  of  $83,304,988  -     1,998,296 


N  .  18^341 

F^mn  which  ^nct  the  revenue,  supposed 
lobe '  -        -    8,200,0^0 


balance 'to  be  borrowed 


$10,743,341 


-  For  the  year  l^l^. 
Current  expenses,  the  same  as  for  the  yea^  - 

1816   ......         $16,945,045 

InleiM  on  the  new  debt  of  $44,047,279  -    2,642,847 


1§,687,293 
From  which  deduct  the  revenue,  supposed 
tobe 8,200,000 


Balaaca  to  be  borrowed 


$11,387,892 


Corrent  expenses,  the  same  as  for  1812    -  $9,400,000 
Interest  on  $55,435,1 7 1-^y  $55,000,000 . 
—of  new  debt    ,  •        -        -        -        -    3,300,000 


Total 


$12,700,000 


For  the  year  1817. 
The  permanent  burdens  for  this  year,  when 
the  Army  will  |m)babfy  be  disbanded, 


If,  said  Mr.M^KEB,  our  commerce  in  the  year 
1817  should  resume  its  former  activity,  we  shall 
not  only  be  able  to  me^t  the  current  expenses  of 
the  year,  but  to  appropriate  portions  of  the  reye- 
,nue  to  the  discbarge  of  the  public  debt;  so  that, 
in  ten  years  of  peace  and.  prosperity,  our  debt  will 
be  nearly  paid  off,  and  we  should  be  ip  a  condi- 
tion to  commence  a  new  war,  if  tbevpublic  good 
required  it.      .. 

Mr.  McK.  had  said,  this  nation  was  not'destined, 
under  the  present  Constitution,  to  be  a  great  Naval 
Power ;  and  he  maintained  that  the  statements 
which  he  had  exhibited — and  which  he  believed, 
for  the  purposes  of  argument,  would  be  found 
/substantially  correct/ when  tested  by  experience- 
went  conclusively  to  show  that  the  expenses  of 
the  Naval  Establishment  of  ten  frigateiand  twelve 
seventy-four  gun  ships,  now  proposed  to  be  built, 
could  not  be  supported  without  permanent  inter- 
nal taxes,  and  a  constant  increase  of  the  public 
debt  and  annual  expenditure.  And  if  the  system 
wa^  gone  into,  to  the  extent  contemplated  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Gbetes,) 
of  building  forty  frigates  and  twenty-five  seventy- 
four  gun  ships,  which  he  admitted  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  relieve  (h^  Naval  Establishment  from 
comparative  inefficiency,  the  annual  expenses  of 
the  Uovernment  wKh  such  a  system  (as  alreadv 
shown)  Would  be  more  than  $25,000,000,  which 
would  rapidly  increase  the  public  burdens,  and 
entail  on  this  country  (hat  fatal  system  which  has 
almost  ruined  the  British  empire.  * 

The  gentleniati  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Cheves)  takes  it  for  granted  that  our  commerce 
can  b^  eflfectually  protected  by  a  navy;  and, as- 
suming this  fact,  he  proceeds  to  show  that  every 
porriOQ  of  the  American  peopje  are  equally  inter- 
ested i^  the  building  a  navy,  because  all  are  more 
or  less  interested  in  protecting  commerce. 

But,  the. fact  is,  that  navies  have  never  been 
considered  as  adequate  to  the  complete  protection 
of  commerce.  Lpok,  said  he,  at  the  Situation  of 
the  Old  World,  ia  times,  to  them,  more- prosper- 
ous than  the  present  \  What  is  the  fact?  Hol- 
land, with  almost  no  navy^,  possessed  an  extensive 
and  profitable  comiAerce ;  and  Spain,  about  the 
^ame  periDd,'with  a  large  and  powerful  fleet,  had 
no  commerce. 

But  the  situation  of  Europe  is,  in  all  respects, 
different  from  ours.  The  Governments  of  Europe 
are  surrounded  by  rival  Powers,  who  are  mostly 
enga^red  'ia  war  with  each  other,  while  we  are 
happily  far  removed  froin  them  all,  and  have  no 
neighbors  to  annoy  us."  Therefore,  argunients 
drawn  from  the  Old  TVorld  are  wholly  inapplica- 
ble to  this  country,  because  their  situation  and 
form  of  Government  are  altogether  unlike  ours. 
And  when  we  turn  our  eyes  from  foreign  Gov- 
ernments to  our  own,  we  find  that  no  people  since 
Adam  were  ever  more  prosperous  or  more  happy 
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Chan  Uie  Ameriean^  people  hare  been  fbrthe  eight 
or  ten  years  previous  to  the  year  1808.  Private 
ibrtnnes  hare  been  accumulated  with  unequalled 
ease  and  rapidfty;  oommerce  has  prospered  beyond 
«xamplei  agriculture  has  flourished;  and  th^rer- 
cDae  abundant,  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
npent.  And  did  4hi8  state  of  prosperity  exist  at  a 
time  when  youf  commerce  was  protected  by  ves- 
sels of  war  ?  No ;  but  at  a  time  when  your  Navy 
was  out  of  use ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  increase 
of  your  naval  expand iture,.in  the  same  proportion 
has  your  commence  decreased.  The  protection 
of  commerce  is  the  only  ostensible  object  for  which 
navies  are  created,  while  power  and  conquest  are 
the  main  objects.  Show  me,  ^id  Mr.  McK.,  n. 
nation  possessed  of  a  large  navy,  and  I  will  show 
vou  a  nation  always  at  War.  When  has.  England 
been  at  peace  with  vail  ih(»  world,  sin^e  she-be- 
came  a  great  naval  Power?  .Such  instancea  in 
British  history  were  so  rare;  and  of  such  short 
daration,  (if  they  exited  at  all,)  that  he  cquld  not 
aaswer  the  question ;  and  he  believed  it  would  be 
difficult  for  the  ingenuity  of  the  gentleman' from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cheves)  to  answer  it.  It  is 
true,  that  Englapd,  the  greatest  naval  ^o wer  in 
the  world,  is  also  the 'most  com^uercial ;.  and  it 
was  not  to  be  doubted  (hat  her  commerce  received 
aid  from  her  navy,  though  it  owed,  its  esaent 
principally  to  the  industry  and  consequent  wealth 
of  the  nation.  But,  England  has  other  and  far 
mpre important  objectato  effect  by  her  natry  than 
that  of  protecting  commerce.  Her  insular  situa- 
tion renders  it  necessary  for  her  prptefction,  and 
she  keeps  it  up  for  the  purposes  of  war  and  domin- 
ion. England  would  destroy  her  navy  to-morrow, 
if  the  protection  of  commerce  was  her  only  ob- 
ject ;  because  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  expense 
of  keeping  up  her  navy  exceeds  the  profits  of  tliat 
commerce  'which  it  is  said  tp  protect.  Navies, 
therefore,  must  be  considered  as  instruments  of 
power,  ratb^r  than  as  the  means  of  protecting  com- 
merce. They  are  the  vile  offspring  of  those  na- 
tions where  the  power  and  grandeur  of  the  Gbv^ 
emment  is  every  thing,  and  the  people  are  nothing 
bat  slaves!  ^ 

Mr.  McK.  haviog  stated  that  a  navy  wijpi  an 
iastrument  of  power^  rather  than  a  means  of  pro^ 
teotiog  commerce,  in  order  to  show  that  this  opin- 
ion was  not  a  mere  vagary  of  his  own  imagina- 
tion, but  the  deliberate  opinion  of  some  of  t)ie 
wisest  men  o(  this  country,  most  solemnly  pro- 
nounced, he  would  beg  leave  to  read  a  document, 
whush  he  hoped  would  have  weight  with  seme 
gentleme»  of  the  Committee.  It  is  taken  from'the 
celebrated  instructions  of  the  Virginia  Legisla- 
Ure,  of  1801,  to  their  Senatoq^  in  Congress,  and 
is  said  to  have' come  from  the  pen  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States ;  and  he 
believed  he  could  venture  to  .say,  that  no  Legis- 
lature ever  possessed  more  talents  than  inrare  drawn 
together  into  the  Virginia  Assembly  on  that  oc- 
casion. After  having  noticed  other  subjects,  in 
^>eakipff  of  the  Navy,  they  say : 

**  With  respect  to  me  Navy,  it  may  be  ptoper  to 
fsmind  yoQ,  that,  whatever  may  be.  the  proposed  object 
«f  its  establishment,  or  whatever  may  he  the  prospect 


of  temporary  advantages  resulting  therefro^n,  it  is  dem- 
onstrated by  the  experience  of  all  nations  who  have 
ventured  far  into  naval  policy,  that  such  prospect  is 
ultimately  delu3ive ;'  and  that  a  navy  has  ever,  in  prac- 
tice, been  known  more  as  an  instrument  of  power,  a 
source  of  expense,, and  an  occasion  of  collisions  and 
wars  vnih  other  nations,  than  as  an  instrument  of  de- 
fence, of  economy,  or  of  protection  to  commerce.  Nor 
is  there  any  nation,  in  the  judgment 'of  the  General 
Assembly,  to  whose  circumstances  this  remark  is  more 
applicable  dian  to  the  United  States**' 

These  opinions  toay  npw,  however,  be  consid- 
ered as  old-fashioned;  but  be iag- himself  an  old- 
fashioned  man,  he  confessed  he  was  more  pleased 
with  them  than  with  the  new  political  doctrines 
preached  by  the  gentleman  fr^m  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Cqeves)  to  the  House  and  the  nation.  It 
might,  however,  possibly  be  the  fact,  that  he  (Mr. 
McK.)  was  wrong,  and  only  indulge^  ancient 
prejjidices,  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
•  lina  right ;  and  if  such  were  the  case,  htf  could 
ooly  sa^,in  his  own  defence,  that,  under  the  ioflu- 
.ence  or  those  old  doctrines,  the  American  people 
hsid  enjoyed  a  state  of  .prosperity  and  happiness 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  roah— a  ^tate  of 
prosperity  whidh  he  feared  he  ^ would  never  see 
equalled.  He  lo6ked  back  on  those  days  of  happy 
prosperity  with  the  sam^  feeliugs  of  mournful 
regret  with  which  he  looked  back  to  the  days  of 
his  youth,  fearini^  that  they,  like  the  days  of  his 

South,  would  never  again  return — especially  if  the 
favy  mania  should  prevail. 
Another  great  objection  to  a  navy  with  Mr. 
McK.  was,  tnat  ar  great  proportion  of  the  expense 
would  fall  on  the  agricultural  class  of  the  people, 
and  the  advantages  (if  any)  to  be  deHved  from 
the  protection  afforded  by  it  to  commerce,  would 
be  derived  by  the  mercantile  class.  The^State  of 
Ohio,  for  instance,  will  pay  within  one-lhird  as 
much  tax  as  the  Sta^  of  Maryland  or  Soiith  Car- 
olina, and  ne^irly  as  much  as  Connecticut,  with 
less  than  one-tenth  of  the  commerce  to  receive 
protection.  .Is  it,  therefore,  reasonable  or  just  to 
tax  that  portion  of  the  people  in  order  to  create 
and  support  a  bavy  for  the  protection  6f  com- 
merce, when  they  have  non^,  or  but  little,  to  pro- 
tect ?  Bbt,  it  is  also  true,  that  the  agriculturists 
and  manufacturers  throughout  th^  Union  will  pay 
a  large  proportion  of  the  expense  of  creating  and 
supporting  a  navy — perhaps  nine-tenths  thereof'— 
while  the  mercantile  class  will  receive  the  great- 
est ;share  of  the  advantages.  '  As  a  fUrther  illus- 
tration of  this  subject^  be  would  refer  jg;entlemen 
to  an  argument  of  Mr.. Gallatin,  made  m  1799,  on 
the  establishment  ol  a  navy,  in  which  this  point 
was  clearly  demodstrated,  with  an  ability  that 
defied  refutation,  even  by  the  ingenuity  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

Why,  said^r.  McK.,  is  this^ period  fixed  on  for 
conoimencing  this  great  Naval  Establishment? 
And  why  was  it  uot  commenced  when  our  finan- 
ces werte  in  a  more  flourishing  condition — at  a 
time  when  the  means  necessary  to  effect  the  object 
were  possessed  by  tlie  Qovernment  ?  Would  any 
man  say  that  the  vessels  proposed  to  be  built  could 
be  furnished  in  uTxke  to  oe  serviceable  in  the  ap- 
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^  contest  ?    He  believed  no  man  would 

azard  bFs  reputation  by  such  an  assertion,  unless 
the  wajr  should  continueloager  than  was  expected. 
It  would  appear  as  if  gentlemen  were  disposed^  tp 
take  advantage  of  the  fever  of  the  public  mind — 
when  the  people  were  indignant  at  the  conduct 
of  Great  Britain,  and  determined  to  have  redress 
almost  without  counting  the  cost ;  and  when  they 
are  most  likely  io  examine  subjects  of  this  sQrt 
with  the  least,  deliberation^  we  are  called  upon  to 
establish  a  permanent  system  which  wilt  remain  a 
set-fast  on  the  nation  forev«r.  All  history  proves 
that  it  is  in  such  times  that  the  most  pernicious 
and  ruinous  principles  are  established,  and  we 
seem  disposed  to  follow  the  e^mple.  If  we  are 
to  beoome  a  great  nava)  power,  let  us  commence 
the  system  in  times  of  peace  ai^d  trancjuillity,  when 
the  expression  of  public  sentiment  m  relation  to 
it  can  De  fairly  and  dispassionately  had. 

But,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr, 
CBEVE8)say^.that  our  Ministers  abroad  are  placed 
in  a  Very  delicate  and  unpleasant  situs^tion.  be- 
cause our  Navy  is  not  sufficient  to  commana  the 
respect  of  foreign^owers.  So  long,  said  Mr.  McK., 
«s  we  maintain  our'  character  at  hom,^ — so  lon^ 
as  we  preserve  our  title  to  character  abroad ;  and 
so  long  as  the  people  are  industrious,  and  happy — 
it  was  to  him  a  matter  of  but  small  concern  whe- 
ther a  Turkish  Bashaw  or  a  pj)tenta'te  of  .Europe 
respected  us  or  not.  If  our  friendship  was  desir^ 
able  to  them,  it  would  be  courted  ;  ii  it  wa?  not, 
we  could  not  fight  them  into  it  b^  twenty-five 
seventy-four  gun  ships  and  forty  frigates^  But, 
if  it  were  an  object  of  primary  importance  with 
the  gentleman  to  reader  this  nation  respectable  in 
the  eyes  of  foreign  natrons^  his  object  perlraps 
could  be  more  easily  effected  by  assimilating  our 
form  of  Government  more  to  the  forms  of  the  Gov- 
ernments of  Europe — by  making  the  Presidency 
hereditary,  creating  some  Princes  and  Princesses, 
Dukes  and  DcTchesse^,  Lords  ^and  Ladies,  Stars 
and  Garters.'  The  gentleman  will  then,  perhaps: 
DO  lonffer  be  told  that  we  are  without  honor  ana 
just  political  views  by  the  monarchies  of  the  Old 
World.  .     '  . 

[Mr.  Cbeves  said,  he  would  not  accept  the  gen- 
tleman's project.]  '     J   '      ■     ,  ■  . 

Mr.McKBB  said,  he  did  not  wish  him  to  aecept 
it,  neither  would  he  accept  that  gentleman's  naval 
project,  biecause  the  consequences  to  the  country^ 
in  his  oninioB,  would  be  similar. .  Create  a  great 
national  debt,  impoverish  one  portion  of  the  com^- 
munity  with  heavy  taxes,  by  which  a  difierent 
portion  of  the  community  are  benefited^  and  you 
Lave  the  foundation  of  a  moneyed  aristocracy, 
which  is  the  substance  )vhich  will,  by  its  pwn^ 
operation,  create  substantially  those  distinctions 
in  society  which  in  other  Governments  Jiave 
names. 

Establish,  a  navy,  said  Mr.  McE.  abd  this  coun- 
try may  bid  fareweu  to  peace ;  because  you  there- 
by organize  a  class  of  society  who  are  interested 
in  creating  and  keeping  up  wars  and  contention. 
Officers  in  the  Navy  and  Army  are  mere  cyj^ers 
in  society  in  times  of  peace,  and  are  only  respect- 


await  their  exertions.  They  are,  therefore^  ia- 
terested  in  keeping  up  a  state  of  war,  and  being 
'invested  with  tW  management  of  a^  iastraiaeDt 
of  war,  it  is  to  be  expected,  that  it  will  be  used  ia 
sonie  degree  to  answer  their  own  purposes  f  No 
man  who  will  reflect  for  a  moment,  but  nnistbe 
satisfied  that  the  disgraceful  and  lawless  coadoct 
of  the  Fritish  naval  officers  oii  our  coast  origi- 
nated in  a  desire  on  theit  part  to  bring  on  a  war 
with  this  country,  in  which  they  looked  forward 
to  large  dividends  of  pri2e  money  ;  and  these acu 
were  contrary  tp  the  wish  and  expectation  of 
Great  Britain  ;  in  one  instance  the  act  was  dis- 
avowed ;  and  it  may  be  asked  why  were  the  offi- 
cers not  punished  who  acted  contrary  to  the  wishes 
of  the  Government  ?  The  answer  is  obvious;  be- 
cause the  influence  of  the 'Navy  in  England  is  so 
predominant  jhat  the  Government  are  afndd 
to  touch  the  subject,  and  the  consequence  is,  that 
ih^  Government  are  compenedto  bear  the  odium 
-of  acts  which  they  disapprove;  sfnd  -the  saiae 
cause  which  has  produced  this  effect  in  Eogbnd^ 
if  permitted  to  operate,  will  produce  a  similar  ef- 
fect in  this  country. 

Ouir  little  Navy-  has  already  contribnted  maeh 
towards  the  irritation,  which  exists  bet  weed  this 
country  and  England ;  and  under  any  other  P/es- 
idiint  than  Mr.  Jeflerson,  it  would  iiave  brooght 
on  a  war  in  1807.  Ai^d  what  real  benefit  has  re- 
sulted fron^i  it  to  the  Government  7  Has  a  pic- 
aroon pr  a  buccaneer  ever^b^en  chastised  by  themt 
•If  they  havCj  he  had  no  recollection  of  the  case^ 
h^  had  seen  indeed  para^phs  in  the  neWspapen 
mentioning  that  the^  frj^te  President,  or  some 
one  of  the  vessels,  h^d  sailed  from  the  navy  yard 
to  Norfolk  from  thence  to  New  York,  and  finally 
arrived  sate  at  Boston;  but  for' what  purpose  be 
was  totally  ignorant,  unless,  indeed,  it  was  to  sail 
>back  again,  and  furnish  the  materials  foe  a  new 
article  for  the  newspapers  j  and  for  these  etninent 
services,  the  Aikierican  people  have  already  paid 
about  $30)000,000. 

.  If,  said  Mr.  McK^,  your  twelve  seventy-foars 
and  twenty  frigates  were  built,  you  could  not  man 
them,  without  resorting  to^  impressnoieat.  And 
the  argument  Of  the  gentleman  frooi  South  Caro- 
lina (^r.  CuEvEs)  seems  to  admit  this  fact;  be- 
ca\|se  he  summons  the  whole  force  of  bis  ingena- 
ity  to  prove,  first,  that  yoct  can  in  time  of  war,  by 
law,  prevent  your  sean^en  from  engaging  on  baud 
of  privateers,  beyond  a  certain  number,  and  sae- 
on,d,  that, if  this  expedient  .should  fiail,  fou  can 
man  your  ships  of  war  with  militia.  This,  said 
Mr.  Mi^£L4.  is  a  monstrous  doctrine,  and  amounts 
substahtlally  to  (he  doctrine  of  impressment, 
which  i»a  perve^ion^ven  of  the  British  coosti- 
tutioii.  Whenee  do  you  deriya  the  pow^  of  pn^ 
hibiting  your. mariners  from  engaging  on  board 
of  pHi^teers,  and  th us  by  starvation 'forcii^  tbem 
to  engage  in  your,  service  f  Na  such  power  is 
known  in  the,  ConstituUoUi  and  any  attempt  to 
e^rcisp  it  (if  you  possessed  the  power)  would 
only  excite  irritation.  With  regard  to  marching 
the  militia  on  board  of  your  ships,  or  oiit  of  the 
United  States,  Mr.  McK.  said,  he  had  been  at  a 


able  in  time  Of  war,  when  yfealih  and  fame  may  jtos  to  know  why  the  gentleman  frotan  South  Car- 
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dtoa  (Mr.  Cbbves)  bad  ushered  ioto  tliis  House 
a  diicussioo  on  that  point  when  the  volunteer  bill 
was  under  consideration ;  because  it  seemed  to 
him  that  this  question,  as  it  related  to  the  volun- 
teer bill,  was  (as  a  lawyer  would  say)  de  hors  the 
record  ;  but  the  matter  is  now  fully  explained. 

[Mr.  Chcves  said  that  he  had  not  ushered  this 
discussion  into  the  House,  but  that  the  question 
was  forced  on  him  by  other  gentlemen,  Who  had 
raised  the  difficulty.] 

Mr.  Mc£Lee  said,. he  had  been  led  into  the  er- 
ror by  the  circumstance  that  the  g^niieroan 
from  South  Carolina  first  within  his  hearing 
opened  the  discussion  on  this  point  in  the  House, 
and  he  had  therefore  supposed  it  hud  originateu 
with  him«  That  gentleman  bad,  however,  con- 
tended, that  the  militia  could  be  marched  out  of 
the  United  States,  and  no^  holds  the  opinion, 
that  in  the  last  resort,  your  ships  may  j>e  manned 
by  the  same  means.  No  such  power  i»  known  in 
the  Constitution.  You  have  the  power  of  calling 
cot  the  militia  for  three  specified  objects,  to  wit : 
"To  execute  the  Jaws  of  the  Union,  suppresi'in' 
sarrections,  and  repel  invasions."  This  specifica- 
tion of  the  objects  for  which  the  militia  may  be 
called  out,bperates  as  a  limitation  of  tlie  power;  no 
rule  of  construction  is  more'  universal  or  liable  to 
fewer  exceptions  ip  law  or  reason,  than  that  a  grant 
of  power,  accompanied  with  a  specification  of  the 
objects  to  w)iich  the  power  is  to  be  applied,  fs,  in 
its  natiTre,  a  limitation  of  the  power  to  those. ob- 
jects alone;  and  in  this  case  the  power  of  calling 
out  the  militia  is  limited  toihose  objecjts  and  for 
those  purposes  which  of  all ithers  the  militia  are 
the  best  adapted  to  effect,  and  for  the  effectuation 
of  which,  it  is  .the  most  natural  that  the  miiitik 
would  be  resorted  to.    ,  , 

[The  Chairman,  Mr.  NELsoN.asked  Mr.  McKee 
if  be  thought  the  remarks  in  relation  to  marching 
the  militia  out  of  the  United  States  yfere  applica-. 
ble  to  the  question  hefore  the  Comipittee?] 

Mr.  McKIeb  said,  uni^fuestiouably  he  did  believe 
them  applicable ;  because  he  contended,  that  the 
ships,  if  built,  could  not  be  manned,  unless  by 
the  militia  ;  and  if  he  showed  .they  co^ild  not  be 
manned'  by  the  militia,  he  thereby  proved  that 
the  ships  ought  not  to  be  built. 

When  the  Constitution  of  ilie  United  States 
was  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Amer- 
ican people,  and  every  objection  which  th^  inge- 
nuity of  party  rage  eould  invent  was  raised  against 
its  ratification  or  adoptio^,  yet  it  never  occurred 
to  any  one  that  the  militia  could  l^  marched  out 
of  the  United  States  j-knd  if  the  historv  of  those 
times  is  looked  into,  it  will  be  found  that  the 

SiWer  of  marching  the  n^ilitia  of  Ckorgia  to.New 
ampshire,  and  the  militia  of  Mainato  Georgia, 
was  the  s\^jeet  of  serious  complaint  on  the  part 
of  the  opposers  of  the  CoosUtutioi^,  and  when 
such  objections  were  raised,  it  is  evident  that  if 
ever  the  thought  of  marching  the  militia  out 
of  the  United  States  had  occurred,  or  had  been 
supposed  to  have  been  contained  in  the  instru- 
ment, it  never  would  have  been  ratified.  It  there- 
fore seemed  to  him  clear,  that  it  was  bot  the  in- 
tention of  the  framtrs  if  the  Constitution  to  grant 


to  the  Government  the  power  of  marching  the 
militia  out  of  the  United  States,  and  we  ought 
not  to  invest  ourselves  with  the  power  by  impli- 
cation  or  construction. 

Mr.  McK.  apologized  for  detaining  the  Coninut* 
tee  so  long.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would  consider 
.well  the  subject  before  they  gave  a  vote  which 
may  not  only  a^ect  the  present  generation,  but 
extend  its  effects  to  future  generations.  . 

The  Corpmittee-rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Monday,  Janihiry  20. 

Mr.  MitcHiLL  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Whitelow,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  for 
perdHssion  to  occupy  a  tract  ofground  lyinff  west 
of  the  Cgpitol  in  the  City  of  Washington,  (origi- 
nally intended  for  a  botanic  garden^)  for  the  pur- 
pose of  improving  it  as  an  agricultural  and  bo- 
tanical garden ;  stating  his  experience  in  business 
of  this  kind  in  Europe.— Relerre4  to  the  Coni- 
mittee  on  the  District  of  Columbifl. 

.  Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  representation  ofsuii- 
'dry  inhabitants  of  the  Indiana  Territory,'  com- 
plaining of  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the  Governor 
of  that  Territory,  in  withholding  his  approbation 
io  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature,  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  seat  of  the  Territorial  Glovernment, 
tfad  praying  redress. — Referred. 

INGBBA8E  OP  REVENUE. 

Mr.  Bacon  observed  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  bad  received  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of. the  Treasury,, in  answer  to  an  in- 
quiry addressed  to  him  by  the  committee,  which 
they  deemed  of  public  itpportance;  and  there- 
fore, contrarv  to  their  usual  practice,  the  com- 
mittee had  directed  him' to  communicate  it  to 
the  House,  in-»order  that  it  might  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  members,  as  it  might  be  some  time 
before  the  committee  would  be  able  to  make  their 
report,  and  by  having'  the  letter  of  ihe  Seeretary 
of  Treasury,  befare  them,  and  their  attention 
drawn  to'the  subject,  the  House  would  be  better 
able  to  meet  the  consideration  of  it,  when  it 
shall  l)e,h)rought  before  them- by  the  committee. 
Mr.  B.  then  laid  the  letter  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  coipmittee  to  the  Secretary^of  the  Treasury 
with  his*  anannrer  (containing  his  budget  of  pro- 
posed taxes  forjneeting  the  expenses  of  war)  be- 
fore the  Hou.se;  which  being  read,  • 

Mr.MoasLBT  proposed  that  five  thouaandisopies 
of  the  communication  should  be  printed.  This 
motion  was  seconded  by  Ml*.  Milnor,  who,  on 
account  of  its  importsrnce.  contended  for  the  ne- 
cessity oi  making  it  ds  public  as  possible.  It  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Bacon,  as  improper  and  as  in- 
curring an  unnecessary  expense.  Improper,  be- 
cause It  would  be  giving  an  undue  sanction  to  a 
letter  to  one  of  the  cotnmittees  of  the  House, 
which  had  not  been  acted  upon,  (and  which  it 
was  unusual  to  publish  at  all;)  incurring  an  un- 
necessary expense,  because  the  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary would  unaoabtedly  be  printed  in  every 
newspaper  in  the  United  States,  and  by  this  means 
be  made  more  generally  public,  than  it  would  be 
iir  any  other  way. — Motion  negatived  75  io  4SL 
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Mr.  Maxweul  then  mofed  thdt  one  thousand 
copies  be  printed.  This  motion,  after  sobe  ob- 
servations^ fVprn  Messrs.  WriqbT)  B'isKf  and  Fini>- 
L£Y,  in  which  they  urged  thfe  impropriety .  of 
giving  any  countenance  to  a  letter,  containing 
propositions  which  would  not  probably  be  agreed 
to  by  Congress,  and  which  would  serve  only  an- 
necessarily  to  alarm  the  people^  was  negatived 
60  to  52.  .  , 

Mr.  DAVENPORt  moved  to  have  five  hundred 
copies  printed,  which  motion  was  also  negatived^ 
.and  the  usual  number  ordered  to.  be  printed. 
,  The  Letter  and  Answer  are  a§"  follows : 

Cqiuuttvr  Boom f  December  9^  IQll, 
■Bin :  In  your  amiual  report,  ptpared  iosobediehce 
to  the  act  supplciilentary  to  the  act^  entitled  **  An  act 
to-^stablish  the  Treasury  Department,''  and  transmit' 
ted  to  the  House  df  ^prescntativee  on  the  92d  ultimo, 
it  is  stated, 

1st.  That,  to  place  the  financial  system  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  a  solid  foandation,  it  rcquireli  theaid  of 
a  revenue,  sufficient  at  least,  to  defray  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  Qovemmeht,  and  to  pay  the  .interest  on 
die  public  debt,  including  that  on  neW  loans  vrhich 
may  be  authorized. 

That  the  expenses  of  the^ear  1812,  calculated  on  the 
.existing  state  of  affairs,  and  including  the. interest 

on  the  public  debt,  will  amount  to  $MOd,OPO  OO- 
That  the  whole  amount  of  actual  receipts. ' 

into  the  Treasury^  during  the   year  ^  \ 

1813^  may  be  estin^ated  at         •        -  8,960,060  00 


Leaving  a  deficiency  (which  it  is  pro- 
posed to<  supply  by  authorizing  a  loan) 
'  of    ..        -        -        -        -        -       :  l,80O,00<>  00 
And  "that  an  authority,  to  borrow  a  sunT,  , 
equal  to  that  which  will  be  reimbursed    .  v 

of  the  pi^incipal  of  the  public  debt,    , 
firing  that  year,  will  be  necdss&ry, 
amounting  to  not  less  thaa    '    -        -  2,130,818  41 


Miaidng  the  whole  sum,  which  it  is  pro- 
posed should  be  provided  for  bj^  loaoj 


fi>r  tfiat  year 


$a,3d5,318  41 


Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  ■  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  instructed  me  to  inquire  Of  you,  whe^ 
thcr,  according  to  the  principle  first  above  stated,  it  does 
not  become  necessary  to  provide  *^  a  fixed  revenue ," 
to  be  received' during, the  year  1812,  equal  as  well  to 
the  estimated  c|xpense'of  that  year,  and  amounting, 
as  above  stated,  to  $9,400,000,  ah  also  :to  the  interest 
which  will  arise  on  the  proposed  loan  of  $t,200,000 ; 
or,  otherwise,  whether  it  is  proposed  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  such  interest  out  of  the  money  of  the  Trea- 
sury at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  or  from  any 
other  source  1 

2<1.  It  is  stated  in  your  report;  "  that  a  fixed  reve- 
nue of  about  nine  millions  of  dojlars  j«  necessary,  under 
the  existing  circumstances  of  the  United  Statee ;  and 
that  the  same  amount  would  be  necessary,  and,  with 
the  aid  of  loans,  will,  in  your  opinion,  be  sufficient,  in 
case  of  war."  - 

In  reference  to  this  state  of  things,  the  Committee 
wbh  yoi|  to  state,  whether,  as,  in  the  event  of  war, 
incUBSAed  loons  will  undoubtedly  be  required,  it  will 
be  necessary  to' provide  an  additional  and  gritduaUy  in- 
cieaaiDg  revenue,  to  fey  theintereM  on  each  loans  1 


•dd.  It  is  stated  in  yow  report,  **  that  the  pemaneat 
revenue,  or  annual  receipts,  after  the  year  1812,  (catea- 
lated  OB  the  existing  state  of  affiurs,)  together  wfUi  an 
additiob  of  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  present  amoontof 
duties^  may  be  estimated  at,  nine  millions  of  doUin; 
and  that,,  should  any  deficiency  arise,  in  the  event  of 
war,  it  may  be  supplied,  without  difficulty,  by  afiutber 
increase  of  i^uties,  b/a  restoration  of  that  on  salt,  and 
by  a  proper  selection  of  inoderi^te  internal  taxes." 

The  Committee  request  that  you  would  favor  them 
with  the  best  opinion  which  you  are  able  to  form  (cal- 
cuMted  on  the  event  of  war)  of  the  p^bable  amount  of 
the  receipts  ^om.dutifes ;  a'specification  of  the  increaae 
of  duties  which  you  would  think  practicable  and  ad? 
visable  ;  art*  estimate  of  the  imount  of  that  on  salt ; 
and  sueh  a  selection  of  moderate  internal  taxes  aayoQ 
weuhl  reccommend,  with  the  probable  expense  of  col- 
lection, and  the  amoont  of  net  revenue  estimated  to 
arise  therefrom. .  / '  , 

4th.  Thb  Committee  requefitthat  you  wenldfiinuch 
them,  in  connexion  with  your  repltea,to  the  preceding 
inquiries^  with  an  estimate  of  ways  and  means,  (cakn- 
latedon  the  eyent  of  war>).  which  wiU  provide  a  reve- 
nue Bufficient  to  meeX  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Got- 
.ernment,  and  provide  for  (he  legal  reimbursement  and 
interest  of  tfee  publjus  debt,  including  the  interest  on 
new 'loans,  tp  the  amount  at  least  of  ten  millions  of 
dollars  per  annum,  accompanied  with  such  a  scheme 
for  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  new  loans 
as  ^ou  should  deem  expedient,  together  with  sndi 
opinions  as  you  may  have  formed  respecting  the  terms 
on  which  such  loans  may  probably  be  obtained;  also, 
such  farther  views  or  information,  connected  with,  or 
touching  the  foregoing  objects  of  inquiry,  as  you  may 
deem  necetisary  and  epcpedienti 

With  great  respeet,  I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  your 
#bedient  Warvrfnt,  .  -  E.  BACON. 

Hon.  AJ'Mmmt  GAUULTiK^See*  TVeotttry. 

I  ■  ' 

l!BEistf»T  De^abtmekt,  yon.  10, 1812. 

Sib:  In  answer  to  the  first  inquiry  of  the  Cominit- 
tee  of -Ways  and  Means,  relative  to  the  interest  arising 
on  theproposedloan  o/$l,200,0<^0,  necessary  to  supply 
the  deficiency  in  the  receipts  of  the  year  1813, 1  beg 
leave  to  observe  that  that  item  was  not  included 
amongst  the  expenses  qf  that  year,  because,  the  esti- 
toiate  being  made  with  reference  to  the  expenses  alone 
which  had  previously  been  authorized  by  law,  ahd  a 
considerable  proportion  of  those  on  acoountof  thepob- 
He  debt  falling  on  the  last  day  of  the  year^  it  Would  not 
have  bebn  deceasarjt,  in  that  view  of  the  subject,  to 
borrow  that  sum  previous  to  that  day,  and  the  intere^ 
would  not,  theretore^have  bibcome  a  charge  till  the 
year.  1813. 

\Vith  respect  to  the  second  inquhryU>f  ^e  CoBBUt- 
,tee,  it  was  certainly  contemplated,,  in  conformity  witk 
the  recoinmendation  of  the  President,  whose  expres- 
sions were  adopted  in  the  report,  *^  to  raise  a  revenue 
sufficient^  at  least,  to  defray  the  ordinary  ^peases  of 
Government,  and  to  pay  the  interest  On  the  pubbc 
debt,  indnding  that  on  new  loans  which  may  be  an- 
thojijjed."  The  sum  of  about  nine  millions  of  doUaw 
was  assumed  as. answering  that  description  for  the 
present,  and  the  expression  of  •*  fixed'revenue,"  which 
had  been  ttsed  in  refiftrencO  to  existing  drcumsttnces, 
was  inadvertently  applied  to  the  case  of  vrar.  It  will 
undoubtedly  be  proper/ as  remarked  by  the  Committee, 
to  ]m)vide,  annually,  an  additional  and  gradually  is- 
cret^g  revenue,  sufficient  to  pay  the  inteiest  en  the 
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Imm  raqoirsd  m  the  event  of  nmr.  Ify  therefore,  the 
kwnfer  the  preeent^jeerwiU,  aeeordiqg  to  the  aug- 
gwtbii  of  the  Committee,  amount  to  tep  millions  of 
doUii%  the  recei^  mto  the  TreMui7,-to  be  previ^d 
for  the  year  1818,  should  on  those  data,  amount  to 
about  Bine  millions  six  hundred  thiousand  dollars. 

The. Committee  ask,. in  the  next  place,  the  best 
opinion  which  I  am  able  to  form  of  the  probable 
affloaot  of  receipts  from  dutiee  on  merchandise,  in  the 
efSBtofwar. 

At  that  amount  wiU  depend  x>n  the  extent  of  the 
coounerce  between  the  United  States  and  hations  at 
peace  with  them,  and  on.  th«  numbers  of  the  captures 
mpeetiTelj  made  by  our  owi^  pnvateers,  and  by  the 
eottDy,  it  IB  a  matter  of  conjecture,  and  not  a  subject 
of  calculation*;  for  which  reason  it  was  stated  in  the 
report;  that  that  amount  qould  not  it  present  be  de- 
tennined.  Considering  the  restrictions  laid  by  France 
on  the  commerce  o#  t^' United  States,  with  her  own 
doDuoions  and  other  countries  under  her  influei^ce, 
the  dsDgerfi  to  which  our  commerce  with  the  Baltic 
tad  with  China  will  be  exposed,  the  relations  of  Eng: 
Itnd  with  Portugal  and  with  Spain,  and  also  that  no 
isooiMiderable  part  of  the  captures  m^de  by  our  priva- 
teers will  be  sent  into  foreign  ports,  a  great  defalcation 
in  the  receipts  on  duties  on  imported  merchandise 
DQst  be  expected.  The  amount,  under  existing  laws 
and  drcumstances,  has,  from  correct  data,  beei^  stated 
in  ihfi  annual  report  at 'six  millions  of  dollars.  It 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  unsafe,,  in  an  estimate  of 
ways  and  n^eans,  intended  to  bo  re|ied  on  with  cer- 
tainty, to  cidcfilate,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  on  more 
than  two  million  five  hundred  tjiousand  dollan,  at  the 
present  rate  of  duties. 

To  the  next  inquiry  of  the  Committee,  respecting 
the  increase  o£  those  duties  which' is  thought  practice* 
Ue  and  advisable,  it  is  answered,  without  hesitation, 
thai  the  rate  of  duties  may,  in  the  event  of  war,  be 
<loQhM9  without  danger  or  inconvenience.  ^  There, 
will,  in  such  event,  be  less  danger  of  smuggling,  ai 
that  rate,  than  there  is  now,,  with  the  existing  duties. 
With  that  increase,  the  duties  will. still  be  much  less, 
on  an  average,  than  those  paid  on  importations  in 
Bn^nd,  France,  and  most  other,  countries.    And 
thcT  will  be  collected  With  xhore  ease  to  Governmei)t, 
>Qa  less  iriconyenience  to.  the  people,  than  could  be 
Revised,  to  the  same  amount,  in  any  other  manner. 
A  duty  on  imported  salt  mfght  now  be' calculated 
on  at  least  three  nul&on  fi?e  hundred  thousand  bush- 
ch ;  bu^  in  time  of  war,  cannot^  be  estimated  on  more 
than  two  millions  of  bushes,  producing,  at  the  rate  of 
twenu  cents  per  bushel,  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  daties  on  tonnage  apd  imported  m<^chandi8e,  in- 
cladmg  the  former  duty  on  salt,  and  doubUng  the 
rate  of  all  the  others,  would,  according  to'  that  esti- 
mate, amount  to  -        -        ^        •  $5,400,000 
To  which,  adding  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  public  lands,  estimated,  as  by  the  an- 
nual report,  at     ....--       600,00fr 


Ma|[e&  an  agj^regate  of     - 
And  leaves  a  denciency  of 


6,«00,000 
3,6004)00 


In  order  to   complete  the  net   revenue, 
wanted  for  the  service  of  1813,  of  -  $9,600,000 


On  the  basis  of  adnuAl  loans  of  ten  millions  of  del- 
I«n,  during  the  eontinnance  of  the  war,  (which  is  the 
by  th^  opamittee,  and  whkb,  oo^psider- 


ing  the  expenses  already  voted  ^  by  Congress,  is  not 
more  than  will  be  wanted,  and  estimating  at  the  lowest 
rate  the  biterest  on,  the  loan  ef  1813,  the  deficiency 
l<Mr  1814,  to  be  provided  for  by  other  sources,  will 
amoimt  to  four  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  e](penses  of  assessment  and  collection,  and  inci- 
dental losses,  on  the  internal  taxes,  from  the  proceeds 
of  .which  this  dcficieni^  must  be  supplied,  mty  be 
estimated  at  fiAcien  per  cent.  In  order  to  produce  a 
net '  revenue  of  four  hiilUon  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  the  grross  amount  of  taxes  must  therefore  be 
near  ^^e  miBions  of doUars.  .As  the  taxes,  which  may 
be  organized  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
will  not  become  due  till  the  eniiuing  yeac,  and  as  it  is 
sufficiently  ascertained j  firom^universaf  experience,. that 
taxes  will  not  produce^  their  full  nominal'  amount  the 
first 'year  they  are  in  *  operation,  it  may  be  relied  on 
that  a  gross  amciunt  of  fi^e  roilHon*>  intended  to  pro- 
duce a  net  revenue  of  four' million  t\^o  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  will  not  yield  that  sum  till  the  year  1 8 14, 
nor  produce,  in  1813,  more  than  the  required  sura  of 
thref  million  s;r  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Five  mil- 
Jione  of  dollars  will,  therefore,  be  assun^ed  as  the  gross 
amount  of  (axes  (including  the  expeiises  of  assessment 
and  collection,  and  the  incidental  losses)  necessary  to 
be  raised  at  this  time.  That  sum  is  calculated  to 
cover  the  interest  on  the  loans  of  ten  millions  a  year, 
wanted  for  the  service  of  the  years  1812  and  1813, 
leaving  &e  selection  of  additional  taxes,  which  may 
thereidfter  \e  n^cess^ry  to  provide  for  the  in.terest  of 
.subsequent  loans, lo .'be  made  according  to  the  expe- 
rience which  wil)-  be  afibrd^d  by  those  two  yeairs. 

9efore  I  proce^  to  answer  the  inquiry  of  the  com- 
mitteo,  respecting  a  selection'of  the  internal  taxes  now 
nec^sary^  permit  ^^  ^  observe,  that  it  was  stated  in 
the  annual-  report  of  December  10,  I8Q8,  that  *<  no 
internal  taxes,  either  direct  or  indirect,  were  contem- 
plated, even  in.&e  case  of  hostilities  canted  against 
the  two  great  belligerent  Powers" — aU  assertion  which 
renders  it  necessary  to  show  that  the  prospect  then 
held,  out  Was  no|  dlftceptive,.  and  why  it  has  not  be#n 
realked.  .     ; 

The  balance.in  &e  Treasury  amounted,  at  that  time, 
to  near  fourteen  millionsof  doUars ;  biit^  aware  that  that 
surpLuii  would,  in  ashortfime,  he  expended,  and  having  - 
stated  that  the  revenue-was  .daily  decreasing,  it  was,  in 
the  same  report,  proposjod  **  that  all  the  existing  duties 
should  be  dpubled  on  impeitattons  subsequent  to  the 
first  day  of  January,  1809.*'  .As  the  net  revenues  ac- 
crued from  customs  during  the  three  years,  1809, 1810. 
and.  1 81 1 ,  has,  without  any  increase  c^  du  ties,  exceeded 
twenty-six  miUions  of  dollars,  it  follows  that,  if  the 
measure,  then  submitted,  had  been  adopted,  we  should, 
after  making  a  large  deduction  fot  any  supposed  dim-- 
inuUon  of  consumption  irisihg  frOm  the  proposed  in- 
crease, haye  had,  at  this  time,  about  twenty  millions 
of  dollars  on  hand-^-a  sum  greater  than  the  nei  amount 
of  the  proposed  internal  tiaes  for  four  years. 

In  proportion  as  the  ability  to  borroy^  is  diminished,' 
the  necessity  of  resorting  to  taxation. is  increased.  It 
is,  therefore,  also  proper  to  observe,  that,  at  that  time, 
th^  subject  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Sutes  had  been  referred  J>y  the  Senate  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  nor  had  any  symptom 
appease^,  from  which  its  absolute  dissolution,  without 
any  substitute,  eould  have,  then  been  anticipated.  The 
MBAwal,  in  seme  shape,  and  on  a  more  extensive  scale, 
was  confiently  relied  on ;  and,  accordingly,  in  the  re- 
port made  dudog  the  saoM  session,  to  the  Semite,  the' 
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propriety  of  increasing  the  capitd  of  the  bank  to  thirty 
milliona  of  dollai^  was  ao^jnitteil,  with  the  oOnditidn 
that  that  institution  ahonld,  if  repaired,  be  obliged  to 
lend  one-half  of  iti  capital  to  the  Unit^  Stotes.  Thd 
amount  thaa  loahed  might,  without  any  inconvenience, 
haTe  been  increased  to  twenty  millions.  And  with 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  in  hand,  and  loans  being 
secured  for  twehty  millions  more,  without  any  increase 
of  the  etpck  of  the  pubHc  debt  at  market,  interpal  taz- 
mtion  would  have  been  unnecessary  for  at  least  Ibur 
years  of  war,  nor  any  other  resource  bieen  wanted,  than 
an  additional  annual  loan  of  five  i!&illion8 — a  sum  suffi- 
ciently moderate  to  be  obtained  from  individuals,  and 
on  fiivorable  terms. 

These  observations  are  made  only  in  "reference  to 
the  finances  and  resources  of  the  General  Goverqment 
Considerations  of  a  different  nature  have,  on  both  these 
-subjecU,  produced  a  difierent  result,  which  ma^ed  a 
resort  to  internal  ta'^es,  now,  necessary,  and  will  ren- 
der loans  more  difficult  to  obtain,  and  their  terms  l^ss. 
favorable.  But  (he  resources  of  the  country  remain 
-the  same  ;^  and,  if  promptly  and  e&mestly  brought  into 
action,  will  be  found  amply  Sufficient  to  meet  5xe  pres- 
ent emergency.  With  respect  to  intern^  taxes,  the 
'  whole  amount  to  be  raised  is  so  moderate,  when  com* 
nare4  eithe^  with  the  population  and  Wealth  of  the 
.  United  States,  or  with  we  burdens  laid,  on  European 
nations  by  their  Governments,  that  no  doubt  Mcists  of 
the  ability  or  will  of  the  people  to  pay,  without  any 
real  inoonvisnience;  and' with  cheerfjalness,  the  pro- 
posed war  iaxet.  For,  it  is  still  hoped  that  the  qrdin  ary 
peace  revenue  of  the  United  States  will  be  sufficient  t6 
reimbuMe,  within  a  reasonable  period,  the  loans  ob- 
tained during  4hd-war,  and  i:hat  neither  a  perpetiial 
and  increasing  puUic  debt,  nor  a  permanent  system  of 
ever  progressing  taxation  shall  be  eiitailed  on  the 
nation.  '  These  evils  'cannot^  faM>w6ver,'  be  otherwise 
,  avoided,  than  by  the  speedy  organization  of  a  certain 
revenue.  Delays  in  that  respect,  and  a  reliance  on 
.indefinite  loanSf  to, defray  the  wai:  expenditure,  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  Crovemmenti  a'nd  the  interest  on 
the  loans  themselves,  would  be  eqjaally  unsafe  and 
ininous— would  in  a  short  time,  ihjiA«  public  credit, 
impair  the  national  resources,  and  ultimately  render 
muchJieavier  and  perpetual  faxes  absolutely  necessary. 

Of  the  gross  amount  of  Are  millions  of  dollars' to  be 
now  provided,  according  to  the  pr^cedmg  estimates,  by 
internal  taxation,  it  is  respectfully  proposed  that  three 
millions  should  be  raised  by  a  direct  tax,  and  two  mil- 
lions by  indirect  taxes.  *  ,  ^ 

The  sum  of  three  millions  will  not,'  cohsidering  ,the 
increase  of  population,  be  a  much  greater  direct  lax 
than  that  of  two  millions,  voted  in  the  year  179£t.  -  To 
this,  permit  me  to  add  another yiew  of  tht^  subject. 

The'direct  taxes,  laid  by  the  several  States  during 
the  last  years  of  the  Revolutidnary  wlar,  were^enerally 
more  hei^vy  than  could  be  paid  vnth  convenience.  But, 
durlAg  the  years  178^  to  1789,  an  annual  direct  Ul^l  oi 
more  than  200,000  dollars  (205,189^  was  nused  in 
Pehnsylvania,  which  was  not  oppressive,  and  was  paid 
witl^  great  punctuality.  The  increase  of  population  of 
that  8late>  between  the  year*  1787  and  1812^  is,  in  the 
ratio  of  about  four  to  nine.  A  tax  of  460,000  dollars, 
payable  |n  the  year  1818,  is  not  higher,  in  proportion 
to  population,  ilone,  and  without  regard  even  po  the 
still  greater  increase  of  wealth,  and  of  circalating  me- 
dium, than  a  tax  of  20O;000  dollars  was  in  the  year 
1787.  But  the  quota  of  Pennsylvaaii^  on  a  t^x  of 
three  millions  of  dollars,  will  (counting  Orieans  at  a 


State)  hardly  exceed  SOi^OOO  dollars.  The  pio^oaed 
tax  wiU,  therefore,  so  fiir  as  relates  to  Pennsylvania,  be 
near  twenty  per  cent  lighter,  in  proportion  te  the  re- 
spective population,  than  that  paid  'dnrisg  the  yeera 
1785  to  1789. 

The  rule  of  ap)>ortionment,  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
stitution, operafe^with  perhaps  as  much  e^ality  ae  is 
practicable,  in  relation  to  States  not  materially  daSet* 
ing  in  wealth  and  situation.  It  may,  therefore,  be  in- 
ferred, that  a  dinect  tax,  which  is  not  greater  than 
Pennsylvania  can  pay  with  facility,  will  not  press  hea- 
vily upon  any  of  the  other  Atlantic  States.  It  is  only 
in  reference  to' the  Western  States  that  the  C<Mistttn- 
tional  rule  of  apportiodment,  according  to  the  respect- 
ive number  of  inhabitants  ia  each  State,  may  be  eep- 
posed  to  be  unequal.  Being  at  a  greater  distance  firom 
a  miirket,  and  having,  on  account  of  the  recent  date  of 
thdr  setUements,  less  accumulated  capital,  it  is  oer- 
lainly  true  that  they-  cannot,  in,  proportion  to  their 
population,  pay  as  teuch,  or  with  the  same  facility,  mm 
the  Atlantic  States.  Two  considerations  will,  howerer, 
much  diminish  the  weight,  if  they  db  not  altogether 
obviate  that  objection. 

1.  Of  the  articles  actually  consumed  in  the  Western 
States,  there^are  two  of  general  consumption,  on  which 
duties  are  laid,  or  proposed  to  be  'laid,  ahd  on  which, 
being  articles  produced  in.  those  States,  they  vriU  pay 
nothing,  or  less  than  the^  Atlantic  States^  On  emit 
they  will  pay  nothing)  as  the  whole  quantity  consumed 
there  is  of  domestic  origin;  and  thii  observatioii  e^ 
fords  an  argument  in  fovor  of  the  restoratipn  of  the 
duty  on  that  article,  since  it  will' tend  to  equalise  the 
opehition  of  the  direct  tax.    A  considerable  part  6f  tiie 

'sugar  th(Me  States  consume  (nearly  seven  mifliiene  of 
pounds)  is  also  the  produce  of  the  maple,  and  pays  no 
duty.  And,  in  time  of  war,  it  is  p^robable  that  the'  res- 
idue of  their  consumption  will,  in  a  great  degree,  con- 
sist of  New  Orleans  sugar ;  also  duty  free. 

2.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  direct  taxes,  in  those 
States,  is  laid  on  lands  owned  by  persons  reiiidtng-  in 
other  States,  and  will  not  fall  on  the  inhabitants.  It 
appears,  by  a  late  official  statement,  ihat  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  land  tax  of  the  State  o(  Ohio  are 
riu^ed  on  l^n^ls  owned  hy  non-residents.  The  portion 
of  the  quota  of  ^t  State  on  the  IJhiled  States^  direct 
tax,  which  wiy  be  payable  by  its  inhabitants,  will,  for 
that  reason  alone,  be  ^educed  to  one-third  part  of  the 
nominal  amount  of  strch  quota.    And,  although  the 

Sroportion  may  not  he  the  same  in  the  other  Western 
totes,  it  is  well  known  that  a  similar  result,  though 
not  perhaps  to  the  same  exteftt,  will  take  place  in  alL 
■  Froo^  every  view  which  has  been  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject, it  satisfactorily  appeals  that  the  proposed  amount 
of  three  millions  is  moderate,  find  Cannot  be  product^ 
ive  of  any  real  inconvenience,  provided  that  the  oh- 
jects  on  which  the  tax  shall  be  assessed  be  properly 
selected. 

A.  direct  tax  may  be  assessed  either  on  the  whole 
amount  of  the  p/operty  or  income  of  the  people,  or  on 
certain  q»ecific  objects  selected  for  that  purpose.  The 
first. mode  may,  on  abstract  principles,  be  considered 
as  most  correct/;  and  a  tax  laid  in  case  pf  selection,  on 
the  same  articles,  in  all  the  Stattti,  as  was  done  in  the  < 
direct  tax  of  1798,  is  recommended  by  iu  uniformity, 
and  supported  by  respectable  authoritjr.  It  is,  never- 
theless, iielieved  that  the  systems  of  taxation,  rea|»ect- 
ively^  adopted  by  the  several  States,  matured,  modi- 
fied, and  improved,  as  they  have  been  by  long  expe- 
rience, will  generally  be  found  to  be  best  adapcedto 
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^  loetl  litiiation  and  ctrcuinstancM  of  each  State ; 
and  they  are  certaiiily  moet  congenial  with  the  ieel- 
JBgB  and  habits  of  the  people.  It  is  therefore  propoaed  / 
that  the  dkectrtaz  should  be  laid  «nd  assessed  in  each 
State  upon  the  same  objects  of  taxation  on  which  the 
direct  taxes,  levied  ondej  the  authority  of  the  State, 
are  laid  and  assessed. 

The  attempt  made,  nndei*  the  Ibrinisr  direct  tax  of 
the  United  Statesi,  to  equalize  the  tax  bj  authorizing 
a  Board  of  Commissioners,  'in.  each  St&te,  to  correct 
the  Tsloations  made  by  &e  local  assessors,  was  at- 
tended with  considerate  expense,  and  produc^e  of 
great  delay.  In  order,  to  obViate  this  inconvenience, 
it  is  proposed  that  the  quota  assigned  to^each  8tatet 
iccsrding  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitution, 
should  be- apportioned  by^  law  amongst  the  several 
coimties,  towns,  or  other  subdivisions  of  each  State ; 
adi^g,  in  each  State,  where  a  State  tai^  is  now  levied, . 
the  apportionment  of  the  State  tax,  whether  thatbe  an 
•baolute  quota,  fixed  by  a  previous  State  «law  on  the 
eoanty  or  town,  or  whether  it  be*  only'  the  amount 
which  shall  appear  to  have  been  last  laid  on  such 
eoonty  by  the  operation  of  the  general  State  la#s,  im- 
pofiDg  a  direct  taxv  making  the  apportionment  in  fhe 
States  where  po  State  tax  is-  now  levied,  according  to 
the  Iwst  information  and  materials  which,  cail  be  ob- 
tiined;  and  authorizing  the  States,  respectively,  to 
liter  the  apportionment  thus  made  by  law,  at  ai^  time 
pnrioQs  to  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  assessing  tiie  Uni- 
ted Btstes'  tax  on  individuals.  The  whole  process  of 
Menment  will  thereby  1^  reduced  to.  that  oV  assess- 
ing the  quota  of  each  county,  town',  or  other  si:^!- 
mon,  on  the  lands  and  inhabitants  of  such  division. 
ItwiU  be  as  simple,  and  may  be  effected  as  promptly, 
tad  with  as  Uttle  expense,  lis  the  assessment  of  a 
county  tax ;  and  the  objects  of  taxation  -being  the 
nme,  it  may* be  still  more.&cilitated  by  authorikihr  an, 
adoptioa  of  the  State  assessment  on  hidividuals,  when- 
ever it  Duiy  be  obtained  from  the  pi^per  authority. 

Wbh  respect  to  indirect  taxes,  it  does  not  appi6ar 
necesssry  to  reeort  to  any  other  than  those  wliich  had 
been  formerly  levied  hf  the  United  States.  CAf  tfiey 
were  in  operation  during  several  years,  their  ,<&feots, 
ind  the  modificfations  and  improvenients  of  which  they 
are  ausceptible^  ai«  better  understood  than  Jieyr  taxes 
eoohl  be.  .With  some  altenttions'  diey  fhay  produce 
the  amount  now  wantipd  {  and  it  does  not' appear  that 
any  other,  .equally  productive,  could  be  substituted 
with  any  real  advahtage.  The  groiw  amount  of  Ihose 
taxes,  in  the  year  1801,  was  near  one  million  of  dol- 
hrs.  They  would,  according  to  tde  increase  of  popu- 
lation, and  vrithout  any  augmentation  in  theor  rate, 
jield,  noiw,  near  $1,400,000.  An  average  dncrease  of 
about  fifty  ^ex  cent  in  the  rate  would  produce  the 
intended  gross  amount  of  two  millions.  But  ii  is  be- 
liered  thaKhat  increase  ought  not  to  be  the  same  ih 
aQ  those  taxes,  and  thataome  are  susceptible  of  greater 
■Bgmedtation,  or  extension,  than  others. 

I*  Dutiu  on  domesiie  spirita  cRsHlled* — There  *is 
Mi  any  more  eligible  object  of  taxation  than  ardent 
apirits.  But  t))e  mode  of  taxation  is  liable  to  strong 
o^ections,  particularly  with  respect  to  persons  who 
are  not  professional  manufacturers,  and  who,  only  oc-. 
casienally,  distil  the  produce  of  their  farms.  It  is  there- 
^  proposed,  that  the  duties  on  the  quantity  of  epirito 
^iatitted  should  be  l^ed  only  on  spirita  dtemled  from 
^gn  materials,  arthe  rate  of  ten  cetita  per  gallon, 
^MtiOed,  and  on  other  distilleries  employing  stills,  the 
•ggregate  of  Whfeh  shall  contain  more  thim  four  hun- 


dred gallons,  at  the  rate  of  thcee  centa  per  gallon,  diiB- 
tilled ;  and  that,'  instead  of  a  duty  on  the  spirits,  or  of 
licenses  in  proportion  to  the. time  employed,  all  other, 
distillers  should  only  pay  an  annual  tax  of  Avt  dollars 
fin-  each  stin  solely  empldyed  in  the  distillation  of  fruit, 
and  of  fifteen  dollars  for  each  still  otherwise  employed. 
This  tax  may,  also,  still,  without  reference  to  time,  be 
made  to  vary  according  to  the  size  of  the  stills.  At 
those  rates,  this  class  cdf  duties  is  estimated  to  pzpduce, 
at  most,  $400,0pQ ;  and  it  is  intended,  in  that  case, 
that  another  duty  should  be  levied  on  the  same  article, 
in  the  sh^  of  licenses  to  retailers. .  By  the  adoption 
of  ^  that  mode,  the  expenses  of  collection  will  be  con? 
siderably  diminished,  penalties  for  not  entering  stills 
will  be  unnecessary,  and  they  will  be  confined,  with 
^respect  to  country  stills,  to  the  case  of  clandestine  dis- 
tillmg  without  paying  the  tax. 

2d.  Duties  on  refined  $ugat.^^A  duty  double  of  that    ' 
heretofore  laid,  viz  :  at  the  rate  of  four  cents  per  pound, 
is  estimated  to  produce  200^000  dollurs.    The  draw- 
back, both,  of  that  duty  and  of  that  on  the  importation 
of  the  raw  material,  to  be  allowed,     ' 

3d.  Licenses  to  r^at2er«,-^These  are  believed  to  be 
susceptible  of  considerable  and  very  proper  augmenta- 
tion and  extension.  The  following  rates  are  estimated 
to  produce  700,090  dollars. 

rotalicense  to  retail  wines         ...     $29 
do.  do.  spirit?  generally        -      .-,20 

do.  do.  domestic  spirits  only         -'    .   ]^§ 

'  ^  do*  do.  any  other  species  of  foreign 

merchandise    ....        10 

Taver^  keepers,  licensed  tinder  the  authority  of  any 
State,  and  not  living  in  any  city,,  town,,  village,  or  with- 
iti  five  juiles  thereof,  to  be  excepted.  Every  other  per- 
son whd- sells  winesj  foreign  spirita,  oi  foreign  mer- 
chandise, otherwise  than' in  the  vessel  or  package,  of 
.importation,  or  in  -the  cas^  of  dry  goods,  otherwise  than 
by  the  piece,  and  every  per^n  Who  sells  domestic 'bpi- 
rita  in  less  quantity  ^an  thirty  gallons,  to  be  considered 
as  a  retailer.  .         .    "    ' 

,  4th.  Duties^  on  sales  iU- auction. — ^These,  con£ned  to. 
the  sale  of  articles'  of  foreign  "produce  4>r  manufiicture, 
and  at  the  same  rate  as  heretofore,  may  produce  about 
60,000  dollars.    .    ' 

6ih^  Duties  Upon  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of 
persoris, — These  duties,  adding  at  the  rate  of  nfly  per 
cent,  on  the  duties  formerly  rdsed,  a^e  estimated  to 
produce  160,000"  dollars. 

^h.  Stamp  duties* — An  assobiation'of  ideas  which 
''eonnecta  these  duties  wi^h.the  attempt  of  Great  Brit- 
ain to  tax  America,  and  which  might,  with  equal  i^o- 
priety,  attach  odium  to'  the  duty  on  the  importation  of 
tea,  has  rendered  their,  name  in  some  degree  unpopu- 
lar. The  gteat  extension  of  ^ost  roods,  and  the  fliciLty 
of  distribution,  have,  however,  removed  Jlhe  most  sub* 
stantial  objection  to  .which  they  were  liable.  They  do 
not  appear  to  be  more  inconvenient  than  imy  other  in- 
ternal tax,  and  the  expenses  of  coOection  are  less  than 
on  any  ^ther,  being  only  a  commission  on  the,sale,.and 
the  cost  of  paper  and  stamping.  At  the  same  rate  a» 
heretofore,  with  the  exception  of  bank  tiotes,  on  which 
an  increase  appears  proper,  (with  an  option  to  the 
banks  to  pay  one-twentieth  part  of  their  dividends  in 
lieu  thereof,}  they  are  estimated  to  produce  600,00<V 
dollars.    • 

RecafUfulation. 
Direct  tax,  gross  amount  -        •        •       -  fdy000,00a 
Duties-  on  spirits  and  licenses  to  distillevs, 
froMamouAt         •        -     ,-•  $400,000     . 
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Refined  sugmt,  gross  amount  r  S00,000 
Retailers' licenses,  do.  r  "  700,000 
Sales  at  auction,       do;     -        -      60,000 


Duties  on  carriages,  do« 
Stamp  duties,  do. 


-  150,000 

-  500,000 


2^)00,000 


Total  gross  amount  -  ^,000,000 

Deduct  expenses  of  assessment  and, collec-  i 
tion,  and  losses,  estimated  at  Bftpen  per. 
cent    -        -        -        -        .        -        .       750,000 


Net  amount  estimated  for  1814,  '  -    4,250,000 


But-  are  not  estimated  to  yield,  in  1813,       .   ' 
more  than    -        -        -        -        -   .     -    9,600,000 


Most  of  the  Internal  taxes  hare  been  estimated  at 
their  maximum ;  but  it  Is  honed  that  any  defaIcatioi| 
-from  the  estimated  amount  will  be  compensated  by  a 
diminution  in  the  expenses  of  -collection,  which  h^ve 
also  been  computed  at  the  highest  rate. 

For  the  superintendence  of  those  taxes,  both  direct 
and  indirect,  it  appears  indispensable  that  the  office  of 
commissioner  of  the  revenue  should  be  rie-established. 
For  their  dollection,  the  fonder  offices  of  atipervi$or 
and  inspector  are  betieyed  to  have  i>een  unnecessary 
and  injurious  links  in  the.  system,  and  that  ^e  expense 
will  be  diminished,  dnd  the  coUectien  and  accounta^ 
bility  better  secured,  by  the  division  of  the  States  into 
cohvenient  coUectioi^  districts, ,  and  by  the  appoints 
menjt  of  ft  collector  to  each  district,  who  will  pay  into 
the  Treasury,  and  be  immediately  accountable  to  thai 
department,  in  the  ^ame  manner  as  the  collectors  of 
custoibs.  This  arratngemeat,  the  ^eater  amount  to 
be  collected,  and  the  simplification  -in  the  objects  and 
mode  of  taxation,  will,  it  is  hoped,  reduce,  in  a  short 
time,  the  expenses  of  collection  of  the  indirect  taxes  to 
sereA  and  a  iialf  instead  of  thirteen  per  cent^,  which 
they  formerly  cost,  when  brought  to  their  highest  degree 
of  improvement.  In  estimating  the  dbarges  on  the  direct 
'  tar  at  fifteen  per'cent.,five  per  cent  have  been  allowied 
for  the  assessment,  five  per  cent  for  ^e  collection,  and 
five  per  cent  for  losses.  This  l^t  item  is 'principally 
on  account  of  los^  pn  unseaUc(  lands,  and  on  some 
remote  districts  of  country,  and  is  not  susceptible  of 
much  reduction.  That  for  assessment  may  be  lessened 
in  those  Statea  where  the  objects  of  taxation  do  not 
require  an  annual  valuation,  or  where -the  State,  or 
county  assessment^  may  be  used.*  The  expense  of 
collection  proper'  mhy  be,  alsQ,  in  some  degree,  lea- 
sened  in' cities  and  populous  districts,  and  by  uniting 
it  with  that  of  the  internal  taxes.  It  is,  hoiyever,  ne- 
cessary that  the  compensation  of  the.collecfors  be  suffi- 
cient to  command  the  services  of  nien  properly  quali- 
fied, and  in  every  respecf  worthy  of  the  trust        , 

In  performing  the  ungracious  ^sk  of  pointing  out 
new  objects  of  taxatiour  those  haVe  been  submitted 
whi^h  anpeared  sufficiently  productive  andlekst  oppres- 
'site.  The  objections  to  which  each,  including  ^the  in- 
crease of  duties  on  iipportktions,  is  liable,  haVe  ^ot 
been  stated,  not  because  I  was  insensible  of  them>but 
because  no  substitute  pf  kny  importance-  wasper- 
oeived,  which  was  jiot  still  more  objectionable.  Kvery 
tax  bein^  in  some  degree  an  evil,  is,  therefore,  liable 
to  some  objeption ;  and  every  pae^  taken  singly,  miy, 
for  that  reason,  be  easily  combattod.  But,  if  the  ne- 
oessity  of  an  additional  revenue  be  admitted,  the  ob- 
jections  afibrd  no  argument  why  the  tax  pi<o|^ed 


should  be  rejected,  unlese  another,  less  inconveniefit, 
be  substituted.  The  necessity  of  sudi  an  additioa  to 
the  revenue  has,  in  the  course  of  Ihis  letter,  beeo 
strongly  urged,  because  it  was  strongly  folt ;  but  with 
respect  to  the  taxes  proposed,  the  selection  is  sabait- 
ted  with. diffidence.;  and  it  will  be  highly  grati^isg 
that  some'  more  eligible  may  be  devi^d. 

The  last  inquiry  of  the  committee  relates  priodiMlly 
to  the  terms  on  which  loans,  amounting  to  at  least  ten 
millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  may  be  obtained,  and  to 
the  plan  proper  to  be  adopted  for  the  reimbttrfeiDeat 
of  such  loans* 

'    The  terms  onNwhich  annual  loans  to  that  ainoiint 
may  be  obtained,  \oan,be  ascertained  only  by  eipsn* 
meat    Government -has  never,  since  its  orgaaisatmi, 
obt^ed  considerable  loans  within  the  United  8tat«i, 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  a  year,  except  fron  tbt 
Bank  of  the  United  Stetes;  and  theee,  on  a  capital  fl< 
ten  milHons,  never  amounted  to  seTen  millioni  in  tin 
whole.    In  ^proportion  to  the  amount  wanted  for  the 
servioe  of  the  year,  and  to  the  inceease  of  stock  of  thi 
publio  debt  at  market,- the  terms  must  n^nraUybe* 
come*  less  lavojrable.    It  must,  also,  be  recollected  that, 
in  addition  to  the  sum  wanted  to  defray  the  extrav* 
dinary^expenSes  of  the  war,  an  manual  loan,  equal  to 
the  annual  reimbursement  of  the  six  per  cast  and  <b^ 
ferred  stoc^  prescribed  by  law,  will  alao  be  reqotni 
This,  together  with  the  reimburaemept  of  the.residM 
^f  the  converted  stock,  amouotlo|r  to  $566,000,  will, 
for  this  year,  amount,  as  has  b^n  .stated  in  the  anaoil 
repprt,to$2,ld5,00a.    As  the  interest  on  the  axiitiog 
debt  is  included  in  the  « current  expenses,"  the  ioio 
necessary  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  six  per  ceit. 
an4  deferred  -stocks,  will,  fot  each  fubseqaent  jWt\ 
amount  only  to  $1,570,000.    The  loi^s  for  those  iudi 
will,  indeed,  create  no  addition  Jo  the,  amount  of  the 
debtf  but  will,  aeveitheless,  incMase  the  to^l  nuA^oj 
be  annually  borroweid.    It  must  also  be  obserred,  thit, 
if  the  price  of  .st»cks  should  sink  below  paf,  the  Cob* 
missione];s  of  the  Sinking  Fu|id  are  bound,  by  the  ei*  i 
isting  lews,,  to  apply  the. residue  of  the  anl^tuil  appio* 
pciatio^  of  eight  miilions  a.  year  to  the  purchiseof 
stocl^;  and  that  residue  will,  this  year,  amount  to 
$2^640,000,  which,  in  that  case,  must  also  be  borrowed. 
It  is  a  view  of  those  several  considerations  which  bn 
created  an  i^iprehension  that  loans,  to  such  Urge 
amount,  might,  not,  perhaps,  be  obtained  on  as  ft^or* 
able  terms  as  under  other  circumstances,  and,  with  tbo 
powerful  assistance  of  a  National  Bank,  has  been  U- 
merly  anticipated.    The  eame  view  of  the  subject  hu 
most  forcibly  imprtesed  a  conviction  of  the  neceifity 
of  an  lidditional.revenue  i  for,  if  further  loans  be  tlM 
resorted  to  for  defraying  the  ordinary  eipenee*  tiMl 
the  interest,  they  must^  if  at  all  practicable,  be  ob- 
tained On  the  most  ruinous  terms.    Biduding  thit 
-idea,  jand  embracing  only  the  loans  whi.ch  are  abso- 
lutely necessary,  it  appears  to  me  n^ore  prudent  not  to 
limit  the  rate  of  interest  by  law^    A  disoretiooiij 
power,  in  that,  respect,  is,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive, altogether  ineligible,  but  it  is  preferable  to  the 
risk  of  leaving  the  public  service  unprovided  for.  " 
is,  also,  for  the  same  feasor,  requisite  thst  the  loaitf 
may  be  made  irredeemable  for  a  term  not  less  than  ten 
years. 

In  a  ibrnfer  communication  to  the  Committee  oi  i 
Ways  and  Means,  it  was  suggested  that  "TieswjJ 
not^"  bearing  interest,  might,  to  a  certain  extent,  b« 
issued,  and  to  that  extent  diminish  the  amount  to  ^ 
directly  borrowed.    The  advantage  they  would  ha^ 
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would  result  froin  their  becoming  a  part  of  the  circula- 
tiog  mediino,  and  taking,  to  a  certain  degree,  the  place 
of  bank  notes.  It  is  evideiit,  however,  that,  for  the 
Mme  reason,  the  issue  must  be  moderate,  and  never 
aeeed  the  amount  which  may  circulate  without  de- 
predatioii. 

The  loans  neoeesary-ibr  the,  present  year,  are,  Ist. 
A  ffom  equal  to  that  which  may,  during  the  year,  be 
rnmborsed  on  account  of  the  principal  of  the  dbbt 
Sdly.  The  amount  of  expenses  which .  have  been,  or 
my  be,  aothorized  by  Congress,  and  are  not  included 
in  the  annual  estimates. 

The  £rst  sum  will  certainly  amount  to  $2,135,00(^, 
nd  may  be  greater  if  the  stocks  should  sink  belpw.^ 

The  second  sum  cannot  yet  be  stated,  since  the  ex- 
Int  of  the  expenses  which^  may  be  authorized  is  not 
yet  ucertained,  and  as  the  estimates  for  the  additional 
inny,  already  authorized*  have  not  yet  been  received 
\j  the  Treasury  Department   * 

The  deficit  of  $l,SOi),000  (on  the  Peace  Establish- 
■ent)  is  not  included  a»  absolutely  necessary,   al- 
tbugh  its  payment  wiH,  as  stated  in  |he  aonuai  fe- 
fort,  leave  in  the  Treasury  9,  smaller  balance  Hxux,  ■ 
uder  existing  chrcamstances,  is  eligible* 

It  may  be  proper  to  repeilt  that,  so  long  as  the  pub- 
is credit  is  preserved,  and  a  sufficient  revenue  is  pro- 
^Vied,  no  doubts  are  entertained  of  th€  possibility  of 
frocnring,  on  loan,  th^  sums  wanted  to  defray  the  ex- 
hiordinary  exlienses  of  a  war ;  and  that  the  apprehen- 
1008  expressed  relate  solely  to  the  terms  of  the  loank — 
to  the  rate  of  interest  at  which  th^  can  be  obtained. 

The  reimbursement  of  the  new  debt  winch  may  be 
Mated,  mi^t  uHimately  depei^d  on  the  reapective.reye- 
ue  and  expenditure  of  the  United  States  after  the  les- 
tontion  of  peace.  If  o  artificial-  provisions,  no  appro- 
priations or  investments  of  particular  funds  in  certain 
penons,  no  nominal  sinking  fund,  however  constructed, 
*ill  ever'^Teduce  a  public  debt,  unless  the  net  anni^al 
revenue  shall  exceed  the  aggregate  of  the  annual  ex- 
pouea,  incltrding  the  interest  on  the  debt  Those  who 
B<nte  Uie  debt  can  only  estimate  what  the  pea<ie  reve- 
ne  and  expenditure  will  be,  and  prestime  that  the  sup- 
P^  surplus  will  be  faithfully  and  perseteringly  ap- 
pKed  to  the  payment  of  the  principal. 

The  current  or  peace  expenses  have  been  estimated 
tt  nine  millions  of  dollars.  Supposing  the  debt  con- 
incted  durmg  the  war  not  to  exceed  fifty  millions,  and 
k  annual  interest  to  amount  to  thre«  millions,  the  ag* 
P«gate  of  the  peace  •  expenditure  would  be  no  more 
^  twelve  mlUions.*  And  as  the  peace  revenue  of  the 
(United  States  may,  at  the  existing  rate  of  duU^,  be 
Uriy  estimated  at  fifteen  millions,  the^e  would  remain, 
iom  (he  first  outset,  a  surplus  of  three  millions  of  dollars 
>pplicable  to  the  redemptipnr  of  tjie  debt  Bo  far,  there- 
^  as  can  be  now  foreseen^  there-lb  the  Wrongest  rea- 
lm to  beHeve  that  the  debt  ihuB  contracted  will  be  dis- 
iarged  with  facility,  and  as  speedily  as  the  terms  of 
^  loans  ^in  permit.  Nor  does  any  other  plan,  in 
^  respeSt,  appear  necessary>  than  to  ei^tend  the  ap- 
^tion  of  the  annual  appropriation  of  eight  millions, 
^  which  is  amply  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  to  the 
^yment  of  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  princi- 
^  of  the  new  debt.  .  No  doubt  can  be  entertained  of 
hat  mode  being  iufficiently  efficacious,  since,  by  that 
^  ak)ne,  forty-six  millions  of  the  public  debt  have  been 
eimbursed  during  the  last  eleven  years.  If  the  na- 
ional  revenue  exceeds  the  national  expense,  a  simple 
{^opriatiott  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  Uie 
obt,  and  oo-«xtenaive  with  the  olject,  is  suffident. 


and  will  infallibly  extinguish  the  debt.  If  the  expense 
exceeds  the'  revenue,  the  appropriation  of  any  specific 
sum,  and  the  investment  of  the  interest  extinguished, 
or  of  any  other  fund,  will  prove  altogether  nugatory  ; 
and  the  national  debt  will,  notwithstanding  that  appa- 
ratus, be  annually  increased  by  an  amount  equal  to  tne 
deficit  in  the  revenue. 
The  annual  interest  on  the  existing  debt 

amounts  to  -----        "  $3^220,000^ 
And  estimating  the  interest  on  the  new 

debt  at -    3,000,000 

The  sum  which,  on  the  annual  appropria-  • 
tion  of  eight  millions,  would,  at  the  res- 
toration of  peace,  be  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  principal,  is         -        -        -    2,780,000 

Total.       -        '        -    .    -        -       -$8,000,0d0. 


A. sum  somewhat  less  than  the  presumed  surplus  of 
three  millions,  as  above  stated,  and  which  will  be  nearly 
sufficient  to  reimburse,  before  the  year  1823,  the  whole 
existing  debt  of  the  United  States,  with  the  exception 
of  the  three  per  cent  stock.  The  loans  contracted  du- 
ring the  War  being  made  irredeemable  for  at  least  ten 
years,  the  first  reimbuniement  woiihl  fall  on  that  year  ; 
and  the  wh6Ie  of  the  appropriation  of  eight  millions, 
after  deducting  $485,000  for  the  interest  of  the  three 
per  cent  stook,  would  thenceforth  be  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  new  debt. 
The  precise  period  of  final  extinguishment,  and  the  pre- 
cise amount  of  annual  payments,  will  depend  on  the 
tenuis  of  the  loans,  and  on  the  number  ofyear^  for  which 
it  may  be  necessary  to  mtke  each  loan  irredeemable. 
But  this  sketch  is  sofi^ent.to  show,  Ist.  That  no  in: 
cenvenience  will  arise,  in  making  the^  loans  irredeeni- 
able  for  ten  years,  ^ce  there  i0  not  much  probability 
that' they  could  be  sooner  discharged.  2dly.  That  the 
appropriation  of  eight  millions,  will  be  sufficient  for. 
their  final  reimbursement  3dly.  That  that  raimbursa- 
ment,  and  that  of  Uie  wholodebt  of  the  United  States 
(the  three'  per  cent  stock  excepted)  will  prqbably  be 
effected  witnin  fifteen  years  after  the  restoration  of 
peace.  It  must  always  be  remembered  that  thosie  es-' 
timates  are  pr6dicat49d  on  the  supposition  that  an  .ad- 
ditional revenue,  to  the  amount  already  stated,  will  J>e 
provided,  and  that  the  increase  of  debt,  during  the  war, 
^11  not  exceed  fifty  millions. 

In  ianswering  the  inquiriea  of  the  oommittee  pn  sub- 
jects so  intimately  tonnected  with  the  most  important 
questions  of  national. coaoem,  it  became  9fi  iraperioua 
duty  to  represent  every  oircumvtance  precisely  U'  it  ' 
wasp^r  appeared  to  be,  and  withont  exaggerating  or 
disguising  any  of  the  difficulties  which  must  be  en- 
countered. To.underatand  thew  to  their  full  extont,  . 
will  afibrd  the  best  means  of  overcoiping  them ;  and 
there  is  none  which  appears  insurmountable  or  even  dia^ 
couxaging.  .What  appears  to*  be  of  vital  importance  is, 
that  &e  crisis  shopld  at  once  be  met  by  the  adoption, 
of  efficient  measurae,  which  will  with  certainty  provide 
means  commensurate  with  the  expense ;  and  by  pre- 
serving unimpaired,'  instead  of  abusing,  that  public 
credit  on  which  the  public  leaourcos  so  eminently  de- 
pend, will  enadile  Uie  United  States  to  persevere  in  Ae 
contest  until  ail  honorable  peace  shall  have  been  ob- 
tained. 

J  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  E.  Biooir,  ChaSrman,  4^. 
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NAVAL  ESTABLISHINO. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concern iog  the  NaVaJ 
Establishment.    ^ 

Mr.  Bassbtt. — Mr.  Chairman :  I  rejoice  that 
on  all  sides  of  the  House  the  importance  of  this 
question  is  adititted.  It  is  indeed  important,  in- 
volving the  first  duties  of  the  Gk)Ternment,  the 
first  interests  of  the  people.  GKre  me  leave  to 
congratulate  you,  sir,  ana  the  nation^ that  a  cause 
80  good  has  foond  so  able  an  advocate  as  my 
friend  irom  South  Carolina.  I  subscribe  to  his 
doctrine  in  relation  to  commerce.  For,  in  cast- 
ing my  eyes  up  as  I  enter  this  Hall,!  see  grouped 
together  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  foi'ciblypre- 
senting;  to  my  mind  their  intimate  relation,  it  is 
the  freight  that  cheers  the  saibr  whilst  tugging 
at  his  oar  he  fetchesand  carries  and  thereby  gives 
value  to  the  surplus  of  the  agriculturist,  and 
supplies  to  him  what  his  climate^' his  farm,  or  his 
occupation,  wiU  not  produce.  Yet  it  is  not  in  re- 
lation to  foreign  commerce,  that  my  mind  has 
been  led  to  view  this  subject ;  and  I  regret,  greatly 
regret,  thkt  it  has  been  always  thought  necesssiry 
to  "array  the  agrieultural  interest  against  naval 
equipment.  Let  me  ask  the  Committee,  with  me, 
to  take  a  more  dignified  view  of  this  subject,  and 
examine,  it  as  a  means  of  national  defence,as  it. 
will  give  security  to  life,  liberty,  and  property. 
Whilst  in  the  great  scheme  of  nature  good  is  mixed 
with  evil,  a  resort  to  force  will  oceasionally.be 
indispensable,  and  a  naMon  not  only  wiliiD|;  but 
determined  to  be  free  must  at 'tome  time,  if  not 
Alwaysj  be  prepared  for  defence.  Whetl  that 
necessity  occurs,  what  is  at  the  discretion  of  the 
nation?  Only  the  quantum  and  kind  of  force. 
Jt  has  beeii  argued  by  all,  and  the  decision  i's  wise, 
that  if  you  resort  to  force,  it  should  be,  equal,  or 
more  than  equal,  to  the  contemplated  object*:.  On 
that  ground,  I  will  leave  it,  and  take  \ip  the  other 
alternative — the  kind  of  force. 

Shall  we,  then,  rely  for  defence  and  security 
on  bajonetsorsbips,o'n  regimentsor  seventyfours?. 
I  hesitate  i^ot,  before  this  Committee  and  this  na- 
tion, to  declare  my  preference  to  the  latter — and 
why.  prefer  them?  .Because  less  dangerous  to 
your  civil  institutions,' less  costly  and  more  effi- 
cietft.  |f  we  consult  the  faithful  page  of  history, 
we  find  no  iffstance  where  a  naval  commander 
has  overturned  his  Qovernment.  As  navies  have 
been  in  use  time  immemorial,  and  there  has  been 
no  instance,,  it  is  fairly  infersible  that^  there  will 
be  no  instance ;  reason  supports  wJ^at  history  af- 
firms. It  has-been  said  of  the  sailor,  that  his 
home  is  oh  the  deep.  Absence  denies  them  the 
means  of  interest  and  intrigue.  The  force  under 
their  command  cannot  be  marched  on  l^nd.  The 
General  only  becomes. dangerous^  as  he  can  march 
his  army  at  his  heels,  as  the  influence  he  has 
gained  ip  the  camp  follows  him  to  the  city.  Tbe 
Admiral,  possessing  neither  the  means  nor  interest, 
nor  power,  how  can  he  be  dangerous  ?  To  iilus^ 
trate  this  from  history,  look  to  Hollai\d.  Did 
DeRuyter  or  Van  Tromp  innovate  on  the  D^tch 
Qevernment,  or  was  it  the  Prince  of  Orange,  at 
tbe  head  of  the  army^a  Qenerftl — made  Stadt  hol- 


der? Yet  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
SbybeRt)  has  instanced  Holland  as  one  of  the 
nations  destroyed  by  her  navy.  I  cannot  butthink, 
to  use  an  expression  of  his  own,  that  bis  reason 
was  on  the  wing,  and  that  he  did  not  take  time 
fairly  to  view  the  case.  I  ask  a  reconsideration, 
when  I  am  sure  that  ray  well-read  friend  will 
accord  with  ihe,  that  it  is  to  the  fatal  inflaence  of 
the  House  of  Orange  thai  the  sad  catastrophe  of 
that  nation  is  attributable.  To  the  British  his- 
tory I  appeal  also  as  illustrative  of  this  poiot. 
Have  not  her  naval  equipments  exceeded  all  na- 
tions, and  is  her  Government  less  favorable  at 
this  moment  to  the  rigbts'of  humanity  than  those 
of  her  neighbors,  who  may  be  said  to  have  a  sieel- 
begirtedf  §hpre,  whose'  ramparts  are  bayonets? 
For  Che  many  years  which  the  British  navy  hare 
ruled  the  ocean,  what  has  been  the  inflaence  of 
hec  Admirals  in  thecouncils  of  the  nation?  None, 
sir-;  neither  in  France  or  in  Britain  was  an  Ad- 
miral ever  Prime  Minister.  Here  let  me  ask,  if 
Cromwell  was  an  Admiral? 

But,  says  my  friend  from  PenDfl^vania,  the 
British  navy  has  had  a  fatal  tendency  to  briof  the 
nation  in  war,  as  said  Mr.  Sinclair.  Let  me  ask 
my  friend^  for  a' moment,  to  ease  his  wing  from 
the  pursuit  after  the  speculative  opinions  of  Sin- 
clair, by  showing  us  the  instance  rn  wbichthe  Id* 
fluence  of  the  navy. led  the  nation  into  warl 
Was  it  that  influence  that  broke  the  peace  of 
Amiens  ?  I  think  not.  Nor  will  my  friend,  to 
excuse  Mr.  Pittas  crusade  ags^inst  the  French  rero- 
lution,  say  that  the  navy  was  the  cause  of  that 
war.  The  preceding  war  was  that  of  the  Aipcr- 
ican  Revolution.  Stamp  and  tea  taxes  erince 
how 'much  agency  the  nav^  had  in  the  prodac* 
tion'of  that  war.  Where  then  is  the  instance? 
I  shall,!  hope,  be  excused  for  saying  that  I  had 
rather  have  the  opinion  proved  by  the  instance, 
than  the  instc^nce  by  the  opinion. 

But,  sir,  the  patriolio  opinions  of  our  countrf 
are  against  me^  and  the  Virginia  resolutions,  as 
penned  by  Ojur  Chief  Ma^fistrate,  and  the  aUe 
speech  pf  Mr.  Qallatin,  are  quoted.  To  the  first 
I  answer,  the  Messagi^  at  the  opening;  of  the  ses- 
diojq,  page  10,  says:    **Your  attention  will  of 

*  course  i>e  drawn  to  such  provisons  on  thesnb- 
'  ject  of  our  naval  force,  as  n&ay  be  required  for 

*  the  services  to  Which  ir  may  oe  best  adapt^i- 
^  I  submit  to  Congress  the  seasonabl^ess  of  an 

*  authority  to  augment  the  stock  of  sych  materials 

*  as  iare  imperishable  in  their  nature,  or  may  not  at 

*  once  be  attainable."  I  consider  every  report 
coming  from  the  Heads  of  Departments  a  CabiDer 
act.  In  that  view,  I  beg  leave  also  to  make  a 
general  reference  to  the  report  of  tlie  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  As  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  GallatiDt 
I  would  be  understood  as  holding  in  as  high  &* 
teem  as  any  one  that  ^reat  and  good  man.  He 
shall  ^ave  my  everlasting  gratitude  for  thegoojl 
he  has  done  his  country.  To  hb  opinion  shall 
I  contrast  my  own  ?  No,  sir,  I  will  beg  leave  to 
read  from  the  Notes  on  Virginia,  page  291 : 

/'  Wars  then  must  sometimes  be  car  lot ;  and  all  ^ 
wise  can  do,  wUl  be  to  avoid  that  half  of  them  whkb 
would  be  produced  by  oar  own  fiilliee  and  oar  own 
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aotf  ofinjiistiee;  and  to  make  ibr  the  other  half  the 
best  preparations  we  can. 

*<  Of  what  nature  should  these  be?  A  land  army 
would  be  useless  for  offence ;  and  not  the  best  no>  safest 
inttnuDent  of  defence.  For  either  of  these  pum>ses, 
the  seals  the  field  on  which  we  should  meet  an  Euro- 
pean enemy.,  On  that  element  it  is  necessary  we 
ihould  possess  some  power.  To  aim  at  such  a  navy 
as  the  greater  nations  possess,  would  be  a  foolish  and 
wicked  waste  of  the  energies  of  our  countrymen.  It 
would  be  to  pull  on  our  own  heads  that  load  of  mill- 
tar;  expense,  which  makes  the  European  laboror  go 
sapperiess  to  bed,  and  moistens  his  bread  with  the 
sweat  of  his  brows. 

"  It  will  be  enough  if  we  enable  burseWes  to  present 
ioinlts  from  those  nations  of  Europe  which  are  weak 
on  the  sea ;  because  circunistances  exist  Which  render 
even  the  stronger  t>ne8  weak  as  to  us.  Providence  has 
piaeed  their  richest  and  most  defenceless  poese^ons 
at  our  door ;  has  obliged  their  most  precious  commerce 
to  pais,  as  it  were,  in  reviewbefore  usk  To  proted 
this,  or  te  awail  us,  a  small  part  only  of  their  naval 
force  wip  be  risked  across  the  Atlantic  The 'dangers 
to  which  the  elements  expose  th^n  here  are  too  well 
hown,  and  the  greater  dangers  to  which  they  would 
be  e^rposed  at  home,  were  any  general  calapiity  to  in- 
volve their  whole  fleet.  They  can  attack.,us  by  detaoh- 
>Dent  only ;  and  it  will  suffice  to  pake  ou^ielves  equal 
to  what  they  mnj  detach.  Even  a  smaller  force  than 
they  may  detach,  will  be  render.ed  equal  or  superior' 
bj  the  quickness  with  which  any  check  may  be  repaired 
with  08,  while  losses  with  them  will  be  irreparable  till 
too  late.  ■  ' 

"  A  small  naval  force  then  is  sufficient  -for  us,  and  a 
noall  one  is  necesraiy.  What  this  -  should  be,  'I  will 
Dot  QAdertake  to  say.  I  will  only  say, -it  should  by  no 
meaas  be  so  great  as  we  are  able  to  make  it.  Suppose 
tbe  million  of  dollars,  or  £300,000  pounds,  which  Vir- 
finia  could  annually  spare  without  distress,  ip  be  ap^ 
pGed  to  the  creating  a  navy.'  A  single  year's  contri- 
bation  would  build,  equip,  man,  and  send  tp  sea,  a  foree 
which  AotiW  carry  800  guns.  The  rest  of  the  Con- 
^t^xnej,  exerting  themselves  in  the  same  proportion^ 
would  equip  in  the  same  time  1,500  gunir  more.'  So 
^  one  year's  contributiona  would  set  up  a  navy  of 
1300  guns. 

**  The  British  ships-of-the-tine  average  76  gtins;  their 
%ates  88;— 1,B00  guns  then  would  form  a  fleet  of  30 
■i^ps,  18  of  which  might  be  of  the  line,  and  12  frigates. 
Allowing  eight  m6n,  the  British  avera|^e,  ibr  every  gun, 
^  annual  expense,  including  subsistence,  eletUng^ 
P*7,  and  ordinary  repairs,  wouhl  be  about  $1,280  for 
^  gnn,  or  $2,304,000  for  the  whole.  I  state  this 
^y  as  one  year's^  {>ossible  -exertion,  withot  deciding 
whether  more  or  Ic^  than  'a  year's  exertion  should  be 
'iiM  applied."      ' 

The  circamstances  under  which  these  two  great 
Bten  delivered  these  two  Variant  opinions  were 
Dot  l^s  different  than  the  circumstances  under 
^hich  they  were  formed.  The  first  was  given 
^der  the  itritation  of  opposition  and  in  the  heat 
or  debate.  The  latter  sprung  from  th^  asyJum 
sacred  to  patriotism  and'  philosophy.  The  early 
babiis  of  the  first  were  formed  in  a  country  far 
removed  from  nautical  views,  but  where  indeed 
fne  use  of  the  bayonet  was  w?ll  understood.  The 
latter  had  just  had  the  American  Revolution  in 
^nm  before  him,  nay,  more,  he  had  been  a  busy 


aetor ;  yes,  he  had  witnessed  that  a  British  force, 
confined  to  their  works  in  New  York,  bv  General' 
Washington,  with  the  aid  of  a  small  marine, 
could  send  a  detachment  to  Petersburg  and  Rich- 
mond in  Virginia  ;  and  if  those  toWns.did  not  ex- 
perience the  destructive  effect  of  fire,  as  all  the 
tobacco  irr  th^na  did,  it  was  owing  to  the  meicj 
of  the  enemy.  He' had  seen  Cornwallis  iharcn 
triumphantly  from  ^  Chester  town  to  Virginia.  A 
French, fleet  came  to  our  aid,  gave  us  the  com-' 
mand  ofth^  water,  and  the  liiirels  were  shorn 
fromithe  brow  of  this  popular  British  General  and 
himself  made  captive.  Here^  then,  we  have  9, 
mountain  view,  opposed  to  a  water  prospect — 
theory  to  experience.  I  trCist  I  shall  not  be  consid* 
ered  as  presuming  too  much  in  deciding  in  favor 
of  the  practical  opinion.  A  land  army,  therefore, 
is  not  the  safest  instrument  for  defence;  but  the 
seft  is  the  element  on  which  we  should  meet  an 
European  enem^.  Let  i^s  then  count  the  cost. 
3Vili  naval  equipment  be  nCkore  costly  than  an 
atmy  ?    The  argument  of  my  friend  from  South 

E'arolina  (Mr;  Creves)  is  unanswerable  on  that 
ead.  Ha  hi^Sj  I  believe,  purposely  pmitted  one  > 
fact  in  corroboration  of  his  statement  for  me.' '  I 
will  supply  it  as  w^ell  as  I  can.'  It  is  this :  that  the 
experience  of  the  British  nation  retrospectively 
confirms  his  view;  as  to  the  comparative  expense 
between  land  and  naval  equipment.    '  , 

From  the  British  State  papers,  as  recorded  in 

the  Anntral  Register,  the  Naval  expend ituVe  wa$; 

fbr  a  series  of  ^ven  years,  as  follows': 

For  year  1760— vol.  8,  p.  122— Navy       -  $3,640,000 

Do.  do.     '  Army      -     1,383,748 

Do.    *  tol.6,f>.  160— Navy     .-        800,000 

Do.  do..  Army      -     3,640,000 

Do.  do.  Ordnance        728,716 

Do.  vol.  6,  p.  175— Navy       -     8/108,777 

Do.  do.  Acmy      -     8,053,476 

Do.  vol.  7,  p.  167— Navy       -     1,1^02,229 

Do.  do.  '.Army      -     1,840,761 

The  Annual  Rdgistev,  for  the  year.  1786,  (states 
that  the  expenditures— perhaps  I  ought  to  say, 
supplreg-^weTe,     ■'       * 

For  the  year  1786— Navy   ...        -  f  1^00/)00 
Dor  Army       -        -        -     1,600,000 

Do^  Ofdnsi^e-        -        -        348,000 

Dp..        i787UNAvy        -        -        -     2,286,000 
Do.  Army        -        -        -     1,876,287 

go.  Ordnance-        -        r        228,676 

o. .        1788— Navy        -        -         -     2,411,407 
Do.  Army       -   .    -        -     2,046,^12 

Do.  Ordnance-        -        -        437,707 

Do.     '    1789— Navy        -      /-        -     2,328,670 
Do.  Army    .  -        -  .     -1,917,062 

Do.    .  Ordnance-        -        -        469,444 

Vo.         1791— Navy        -        -        -     4,00i.406 
Do.  Army       -  -    -        -     1,907,237 

Do.  Ordnance-     -  -        -        161,000 

For  a  series  of  five  years,  at  that  period,  begin- 
ning with>1795,  we  have  the  fpllowing: 
For  the  year  1796,  p.  171— Navy      -        -  $6,200,000 
Do.  do.  Army     -        -     2,773,534 

Do.         r    do,  Ordnance        -     2,321,000 

Do.         1796,  p.   82— Navy      -        -     6,720,000 
Do.  do.  Navy6rdnance        e24;i62 
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1)0.  do.  Anfiy     -  -  6,194,462 

Do.  do;  Army  ordnanoei  1,744,471 

Do.  1798,  p.  aa— Navy      -  -  12,588,000 

Do.  '    do.  Army     -  -  10,112,000 

Do.  do.  Ordnimce  -  1,291,000 

Do.  1900,  p.  26— Ntvy      -  -  12,619,000 

Do.  do.  Anny     -  -  11,370,000 

Do.  do*  OrdnaUte  «  1,616,000 

Do.  .1601,  p.  32— Navy      -  •  16,800^000 

.Do.    '        do.  Army    •-  -  16,900,000 

Do. .  do.  Ordnance  .  -  1,738,000 

No  one  will  qaestion  the  skhty  with  which  re- 
liance may  be  placed  on  the  British  expenditure 
for  land  and  naval  purposes.  To  aid  this  view,  I 
will  observe  that  in  mapy  inst^bbes  of  the  sup- 
plies the  estimate  appears  to  have  been  made  at 
£4  per  month  for  each  man,  whiether  in  the  land 
or  sea  service.  Is  it  necessary  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  'the  committee  to  tb«  fact,  that  in  the 
course  of  years  reviewed,  the  British  navy  has 
been  eVery  where  successful ;  her  army  only  oc- 
casionally so.  If  then  the  experience  of  the  past 
and  the  best  estimate  of  the  future,  evince  that 
naval  equipment  is  not  more  costly  than  land 
equipment^and  since  an  army  is  not  the.  safest 
instrument  cf  defence,  we.  are  .led  to  inquire  into 
its  effect  or  applicabiluy  to  our.  situation.  If  the 
view  be  lalcen  ass  some  have  done,  that  ihe  force 
you  are  to  provide  is  to  five  additional  security 
to  commerce,  then  indeed  wf  re  argument  unne- 
cessary as  it  is  ^elf-evh3ent  that  regiments  are 
altogether  inefficient  for  that  object.  If  limited 
to  my  vie'w;  namely,  for  the  defence  of  our  sea- 
coasts,  the  shores  of  out  bays  and  rivers,  and  fo^ 
the  protection  of  that  great  highway  that  lies  be- 
tween Orleans  and  Maine,  the  peculiar  applica- 
tion of  naval  force  is  almost  as  apparent.  Take 
a  view  of  the  seacoast,  its  extent,  the  number  and 
boldness  of  its  riVers^  and  it  will  point  at  once  tp 
the  kind  of  force  necessary  fpr  its  protection. 
That  view  will  show  ypu  also  th^  extent  of  the 
intere'st  at  stake  which  it  is  the  dqty  dflhe  Gov- 
ernment to  defend.  I  thank'  thf  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  McKc^)  for  bis  calcOlalioii.  I 
did  not  hear  hind  ^accurately,  buf  have  no  doubt 
of  ib correctness.  He  cam?  tb  this  result :  with  the 
building  twenty  ship5*-of-tbe-line  and  forty  frfgatcs, 
you  would,  at  the  end  of  the  i^ar,  be  $80,0(^,600 
in  debt.  Admit  it.  Op  vour  seacoast  and  rivers 
you  have  not  less  than  fifteen  or  twedty  towns, 
Worth  on  an  average  the  sum  of  $88,000,000.  To 
save  one  then  would  compensate  the  expense,  and 
my  ol)jeot  includes  besides  all  the  farms  and  farm- 
houses, to  say  nothing  of  the  lives  of'their  inbab- 
iti^nls,  wbicb  ^vould  be*  of  equal^  and  I  believe 
^aier,amount  in  value  than  all  the  towns.  There 
18  then  left  the  coiisting  trade,  which,  as  within 
the  mark,  I  will  state  at  $80,000,000.  How  then 
stands  the  calculation  of  the  enemies  of  our  sys- 
tem? How  great  the  saving  over  the  cost  ?  And 
ob  us  is  the  duty  to  make  it.  My  disti^ict  strik-. 
ingly  evinces  theinefficiency  of  bayonet  defence. 
There  is  within  its  bounds  more  water  than  land ; 
and  you  cannot  go  five  miles  in  hot  few  directions 
without  meeting  with  navigable  water ;  nay,  sir, 
my  State  exemplifies  it.    We  count  in  our  bounds 


the  expanded  bosom  of  thd  Chesapeake,  the  bcld 
tide  of  the  Potomac,  navigable  one  hundred  miles 
into  the  interior  of  the  State ;  the  James  river  as 
extensive;  th^  Rappahannock  and  York  ^t  lit- 
tle inferior,  leaving  out  of  view  the  lesser  inlets. 
This  view  is  stronger,  when  we  consider  thekiod 
of  war  we  sh^ll  be  engaged  in.  Conquest,  as  relates 
to  Great  Britain  at  least,  is  allowed  to  be  out  of  ^ 
the  question.  What  other  kiiid  of  war  then  will 
she  carry  on  ?  A  predatory  one.  Her  floating 
force  will  commence  at  Boston  .or  further  North; 
if  you  are  found  prepared,  the  enemy  will  more 
on  to  the  first  assailable  point — when  your  force 
.have  followed  her  there,  she  will  abandon  an  ex- 
hausted place  for  one  more  abundant  in  pluoder. 
Being  led  this  dance  to  the' southernmost  point, 
you  may  then  be  led  the  dance  back  again.  Is 
thi«  ciiimericai?  The  experience  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  provei  it.  For  they  then  first  pos- 
sessed Boston— driven  from  thence,  theyeameto 
New  York,  from  which  pWce  their  naval  snpe- 
rioritv  enabled  theqi  to  scad  detachmeou  to 
Charleston,  Virginia,  dbc 

Bxtremes  are  not  always  the  safest  mode  of 
reasoning  ;  but  in  tbis  case,  the  view  it  exhibits 
is  a  striking 'one.  Suppose  the  United  States  to 
be  at  war  without  a  single  ship.  The  smallest 
vessel  may  insult  and  injure  you  in  all  your 
waters;  and  for  this  I  refer  to  the  British  sloop 
in  Charleston,  and  the  Cambrian  in  New  York, 
claiming  jurisdiction  in  your  very  harbors ;  and 
I  amsure  all  who  are  within  the  hearinff  ofmy 
voice  anticipate  before  I  name  it,  the  fatal  conse- 

?|uence  to  one. American  citizen  at  least.  This 
otal  imbecility  on  the  water  is  strongly  exempli- 
fied in'  the  history  of  China ;  permit  me  to  read 
an  extract  taken  from  a  newspaper : 

*^  The  excellent  policy  of  a  great  nation's  beiiig  det- 
titate'  of  a  navy  is  stnkingly  exemplified  in  Ghini' 
Heve  two  or  three  millions  of  people  are  kept  in  con- 
tinual awe  and  consternation  ^om  the  marauders  on 
their  coaa^  who  send  and  Cfixry  ofif  their  wives  and  diil- 
dren;  stop  all  the  nnarmed  Veasela,  they  meet  in  the 
riven  of  tnat  fine  country,  and  pillage  and  plmider  il- 
most-  without  Yesiiitance.  Even  some  of  the  Chinese 
ai^  themselves  obliged  to  oo-operate  wi^ih  them,  or  it 
least  render  tliem  aawstance  by  ibrbearing  to  oppoee 
for  their  own  preservatiep.  Now  a  few  frigates  woold 
be  move  than  sufficient  to  silence  mh  these  pinUial 
ladronei ;  but  they  have  ioo  much  of  the  American  an* 
politic  policy  for  such  eixpense  ^  nor  will  t^c^y  wantooly 
expend  one  dollar  for  naval  defende;  though  ten  wonkl 
be  aaved  in  oonaeqnence  of  it*' 

We  have  some  neighbors  in  St.  Domingo,  aM 
elsewhere  in  the  W«8t  Indies,  who  know  now  to  j 
make  as  eood  ladrones  as  are  made  in  theChiD^ 
seas;  ^and  when  we  shall  become  totally  defence- 
less, it  is  hot  probable  that  their  talents  will  be 
unemployed  and  their  powers  inert. 

This  fact  is  not  dependent  on  this  scrap,  bot  is 
known  to  every  man  conversant  with  that  gan- 
try. I  am  just  presented  with  a  note  from  a  gen- 
tleman^  saying,  at  this  time  an  American  capt^i^ 
from  Newport  is  engaged  by  that  immense  em- 

f>ire  as  a  defender  against  those  lidrones.  I  am 
ed  to  another  view  of  the  sut^ect  by  the  state- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky^  (Mr.  M^ 


Digitized  by  ^009 l-C 


865 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


866 


HopR. 


Naval  Establishment. 


January,  1812. 


Kee,)  who  said  that  one  coaoty  near  Baltimore 
could  pay  more  taxes  than  the  whole  State  of 
Ohio.  Now  taxes  are  the  sinews  of  war.  I  should 
thaok  the  gentleman,  if  he  would  calculate  the  loss 
that  might  be  drawn  from  the  seaboard  by  a  con- 
temptible  floating  force.  And  here  the  resources 
of  the  nation  would  not  only  be  lost  to  your  own 
Treasury,  but  they  would  be  applied  in  aid  of  the 
resources  of  your  enemy.  I  have  shown  you  how 
assailable  we  are  on  the  seaboard.  The  tempta- 
tion to  plunder  is  admitted.  Will  you  then  dis- 
regard your  duty  and  leave  us  unprotected?  I 
feel  strong  in  the  appeal  to  this  House,  that  they 
will  extend  to  us  a  portion  of  the  strength  of  the 
nation.   '     - 

It  is  not  in  man  to  be  perfect.  Complete  pro- 
tection is  DOt  asked;  bub  we  hope  not  to  be 
reduced  to  the  humiliating;  condition  ,-of  being 
deemed  unworthy  of  publ^  protection.  As  to 
the  quantum  of  d,efence,  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Sodth  Carolina  (Mr.  Cbeves.) 
is  relied  on  -as  unanswerable.  What,  sir.  if  it 
cost  you  $80,000,000,  shall  it  deter  you  when  it 
has  been  sho'wa  that  more  than  twenty  times 
^,000,000  will  be  saved  by  it !  But  Qreat  Brit< 
aio  has  a  thousand  ships,  cries  every  opposing 
toDgne — a  thousand  ships,  perhaps^  swim  on  the 
imagination  of  evjery  one -that  is  silent.  Sir,  I 
accord  with  my  friend  from  Penn^ylvahia,  or 
rather,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  say  I  admire  his  mag- 
Danimily  in  giving  his  enemy  the  praise  of  brav- 
ery and  of  skill.  Will  he  not,  with  me,  look  to  the 
monament  at  the  Navy  Yard,  to  the  fate  of  Somers 
and  Israel  ?  Must  we  be  reminded  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia, attacked  under  the  walls  of  Tfipoli  by  a 
third  or  fourth  of  the  force  which  defended  h^r  t 
Shall  I  bring  to  his  recollection  the  bombardment 
of  Tripoli  by  one  frigate  and  a  few  gunboats,  or 
the  final  efi'ect  which  our  few  frigates  produced 
Ml  that  Power,  compared  with  that  of  the  Neapo- 
litans, with,  I  believe,  four  ships-of-the-line  ?  I 
trust  that  these  instances  will  suffice  its  proof  to 
my  friend,  that,  if  the  British  are  brave,  his  coun- 
trymen are  equally  so.  Since  we  are  led  to  this 
oatjon  and  its  thousand  ships^  bjr  my  friend,  let 
OS  consider  her  conduct  at  the  period  of  the  Span- 
ish Armada.  Its  particular  number-  is  not  ma- 
terial; hut  it  was  stvl^ed  by  British!  historians  in- 
fineible.  Did  the  British  nation  theUj  headed  by 
t woman,  sabmit?  No,sir.  The  sequel  is  known— 
a  tempest  came,  and  the  armament  was  destroyed. 
Had  Britain  then  a  population  to  support  and  de- 
fend het  seagirt  frontier  greater  than  America  ? 
No.  If,  indeed,  there  is  po  help  for  us,  but  in  a 
hlast  from  Heaven  to  disperse  these  one  thousand 
thips,  let  as  take  the  counsel  in  the  fable,  and  first 

Sit  oar  shoulders  to  the  wheel^  and  then  call  on 
eaven,  aad  this  appeal  I  will  join,  io  confidence 
that  a  free  people  are  the  peculiar  care  of  Heaven. 
With  aoequal  sail,  let  me  follow  in  the  wake  of 
my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  in  the  argument 
IS  drawn  from  the  number  of  British  ships.  He 
gave  yoo  their  stations,  and  asked  from  which 
eoold  the  force  be  spared  to  detach  to  these  seas. 
I  would  ask  at  what  tim^,  in  what  instances,  has' 
•he  been  able  to  make  distant  detachments,  and 
19lh  Con.  Ist  Sesb.— 28 


what  have  been  the  number  ?  Lord  Nelson  went 
up  the  Mediterranean  with,  I  think,  fifteen  sail-of- 
the-line — a  French  fleet  that  effected  the  capture 
of  Cornwallis,  w'as,  I  think  twenty ;  yet  it  was 
months  before  Qreat  BWtain  could  collect  in  these 
seas  a  force  to  compete  with  De  Grasse.  ft  will 
be  better  to  refer  to  the  memory  of  gentlemen 
than  to  fatigue  them  with  multiplied  instances. 
Let  it  not  be  said  that  seven  millions  of  freemen 
are  not  capable  of  defending  thenlselves. 

Thusj  sir,  in  a  desultory  way,  I  have  eiven  you 
some  ol  my  views  on  this  subject,  not  all,  because 
I  have  thought  much ;  but  the  want  of  habk  does 
not  enable  me  to  condense  or  arrange  my  views :' 
my  feelings  tell  me  I  have  occ  upied  my  portion 
of  your  time.  ^ 

[N^iTB.— It  was  intended  to  hav«  compared  the  ex- 
penditure for  the  British  navy,  which  is  underttood  to 
t>efor  the  last  years  $17,200,000,  with  the  expenditure 
of  the  French  army^  which  is  beHeved  to  be  $40,000,000. 

^y  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  it  appears  that  a 
regiment  of  infantry  will  cost  per  annum,  $167,031. 
Do  of  cavahy,  $273,506.  A  74-gan  ship  will  costibr 
same  tiiha,  by  report  of'  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
$20V10.] 

Mr.  Mitchell  said,  he  addressed  the  Commit- 
tee under  impressions  of  great  diffidence^  after  so 
full  an  eluoidation  as  the  subject  had  reoeived| 
particularly  from  his  honorable  friend  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  that  reported  the  bill,  (Mr. 
Chbves.)  who  had  supported* it  with  cogent  rea- 
sQnings;  and  his  other  honorable  friend,  (Mr. 
BassbttJ  who  had  maintained  its  expediency  bv 
perspicuous  statements.  I  should  have  beefh  wil- 
ling, Mr.  Chairman,  to  remain  silent  on  this  oc-, 
casf^on ;  but  coming,  as  I  do,  from  the  principal 
seat  of  commerce  in  this  nation,  and  being  the 
immediate  representative  of  its  greatest  mereap- 
tile- emporium,  I  feel  a  iQore  than  usual  impulse 
to  make  known  te  you  my  ^sentiments  on  the 
.question.  If,  in  so  doing,  I  shall  not  pursue  aa 
even  course^  but  appear  somewhat  immethodical 
arid  desultory  in  my  remarks,  it^  will,  I  trust,  be 
ascribed  in  part  to  thedifficulty  of  selecting  topics 
not  already  touched  upon  and  exhausted.  For  the 
laborers  who"  have  gone  before  me  with  their 
sickles,  have  so  completely  gathered  the  harvest, 
that  I  consider  myself  but  an  humble  gleaner  in 
the  field. 

The  bill  now  under  consideration  contains  sev- 
eral distinct  propositions  for  increasing  the  nilval 
power  of  this  nation.  The  two  prominent  fea- 
tures which  it  exhibits,  are,  first,  the  r^iring  of 
such  public  ships  and  vessels  as  now  lie  in  ordi- 
nary, and  rendering  them  fit  for  service ;  and, 
secondly,  an  augmentation  of  our  floating  force, 
by  constructing  a  number  of  line-of-battle  ships.* 
and  additionalTrigates.  The  other  provisions  of 
the  bill,  as  to  men,  money,  and  docks,  are  merely 
incidents  to  the^reatobiects  contained  in  the  first 
and  second  sections.  As  the  whole  bill  is  open' 
to  animadversion,  and  as  its  principle  has  beea* 
discussed  at  great  length,  I  shall  rather  direct  the 
observations  I  have  to  offer  to  the  chief  siJibject  of 
naval  increase,  than  to  maturs  of  detail  in  ita 
modifications. 
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The  people  whom  we  represent  here,  in  this 
House,  may  by  called  emphatically  a  commercial 
people.  AH  of  them,  and  more  especially  the 
eastern  and  northern  portions  of  the  inhabitants, 
hayea  deep  interest  in  the  use  and  employment 
of  the  ocean.  Their  land  is  the  more  valuable  on 
account  of  its  contiguity  to  that  highway  of  na- 
tions. They  ha?e  availed  themselves  of  their'sit- 
uation  to  educftte  expert  merchants  and  naviga- 
tors. They  Are  owners  of  vessels  and  cargoes; 
and  these,  together,  with  their  persons,  they  ex- 
pose on  the  tempestuous  waves ;  dispositions  of 
this  character  marked  the  infancy  of  the  Colo- 
Dial  settlements.  Even  while  confined  within 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  master  Qovern- 
ment  over  his  provinces,  thef  gave  adniirable 
proofs  of  their  knowledge  and  adroitness  in  almost 
everything  that  related  to  trade  and  shipping. 

Thus,  a  commercial  spirit  was  interwoven,  as  it 
were,  with  their  original  stamina.  What  they 
first  acquired  by  practice^  was'i>erpetuated  bjr  im- 
itation. To  this  dav,  it  is  cheris&ed  ty  habit ;  by 
continuance,  h  has  become  necessary  to  them,  as 
a  sort  of  second  nature.  This  tendency  of  their 
mind  was  strengthened  bv  the  freedom  of  the  in- 
stitutions under  which  tney  lived ;  and,  before 
the  lapse  of  half  a  ^entury,  from  their  *landinsr  in 
these  ciijnes,  they  disputed  fiercely  with  thek 
governdrs  about  patronage  and  prerogative^  In 
process  of  time,  attempts  were  made  to  tax  their 
commerce  without  their  consent,  and  to  levy  mo- 
ney upon  them,  nol  voted  by  representatives  of 
their  own  choosing.  They  resisted ;  they  appeal- 
ed to  arms.  The  duties  on  glaiss,  painter^'  colors, 
and  teA,  were  not  oppressive  in  their  amount;  but. 
^eing  wrong  in  principle,  our  predecessors,  unal-* 
terably  attached  to  a  fre^  jurisprudence^  And  a 
free  trade,  declared  magnanimously  that  they 
would  not  toleraie  the  encroachments.  The^ 
adopted  the  maxim  oiprincipiU  obsta^  of  oppos- 
ing tyranny  at  its  onset.  They  made  early  oppo- 
sition, and  theirresistance  was  effectual. 

The  quarrel  which  terminated  \r\  the  Revolu- 
tion was  thus  the  pffspriog  of  a  misunderstanding, 
principally  commercial;  and, indeed, grounded  m 
commercial  restrictions.  And  I  niention  it  to 
demonstrate  the  temper  and  feeling  of  onr  people, 
while  yet  In  the  Colonial  condition,- upon  this 
important  point.  That  wa^  a  contest  upon  a  pre- 
cautionary idea,  and  undertaken  less  from  any 
injury  actually  sustained,  than  from  oppression 
apprehended. 

Independence  was,  nevertheless,  attained,  and 
our  citizens  were  thereby  emancipated  from  their 
provincial  thraldom.  Immediately,  they  became 
more  commercial  than  ever ;  they  quickly  doubled 
the  stormy  Cape,  and  made  visits  to  India  and 
China — they  braved  the  billows,  and  bade  defi- 
ance ,^to  the  tempests — they  proved  themselves 
daring  and  intrepid,  almost  beyond  example. 
Shall  I  attempt  a  few  sketches  in  the  maritime 
history  of  these  sons  of  liberty  ?  They  wield  the 
axe  better  than  any  other  people';  they  vanquish 
the  stately  tenants  of  the  forests,  and  subject  the 
oak.  and  the  pine,  and  the  cedar,  and  the  locust, 
lo  tneir  power;  tney  model  and  construct  ships 


more  skilfully  than  any  nation  on  the  globe.   I 
quote  the  naval  architects  of  New  York,  Boston, 
Philadelphia,  Norfolk,  and  Charleston,  in  proof 
of  ray  assertion.    The  excellence  of  their  struc- 
ttires,  whether  you  regard  their  burden  or  their 
speed,  is  without  a  parallel  in  ancient  or  modern 
times.    Nor  are  our  countrymen  deficient  in  the 
management  and  direction  of  such  floating  ma- 
chines.   They  can  spring  a  cable  and  weigh  an 
anchor  more  expertly  than  the  trans-atlantic  sail- 
ors; they  can  hand,  reef,  jind  steer  better;  they 
can  perform  a  prescribed  piece  of  service  quicker j 
•they  etjual  the  most  able  of  the  foreign  mariners 
,in  expedients  to  lessen  the  dangers  of  the  storm, 
'and  to  extricate  themselves  from  the  horrors  of  a 
lee-shore.    Their  activity  has    really  wrought 
wonders!.    While  some  of  them  are  exploring 
high  latitudes  for  a  Southern  continent,  another 
has  taken  possession  (Crusoe-like)  of  the  remote 
island  of  Tristan  d'Aconha  ;  while  a  third  teaches 
the  arts  of  civilization  to  the  nativesof  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,'and  a  fourth  plants  the  seeds  of  em- 
pire on  the  banks  of  the  Northwestern  Columbia. 
To  belt  the  globe,  is  become  with  them  a  com- 
mon feat,  an  ordinary  act  of  commercial  outfit. 
The  sandal- wood  of  the  Fejee  islands,  the  pearls 
of  the  Carolines,  and  the  buche  de  mer  of  the 
Philippines,  are  sought  almost  as  familiarly  as  the 
productions  of  the  West  Indies.    If  they  find 
force  necessary  to  carry  on  that  commerce,  they 
apply  that  force,  remove  difficulties  abroad  in 
their  own  way,  and  etcite  no  inquiries  at  home 
about  their  proceedings.    By  individual  effort  the 
science  of  physical  geography  and  the  art  of  cir- 
cuitmavigation,  ar6  as  much  improved  now-a- 
days,  and  Jn  this  country,  as  they  have  heretofore 
beeg  by  the  munificence  of  nations,  even  with 
European  monarehs  at  their  head.    And,  whati? 
worthy  of  particular  noiicein  these  voyages,  they 
who  engage  in  them  perfectlv  know  how  curios- 
ity may  be  blended  with  j^ront,  and  how  the  aic, 
the  water,  and  the  earth,  may  be  so  laid  under 
contribution  as  to  afford  them  a  rich  reward  for 
their  toils. 

I  have  heard  it  said,  that  the  revolutionary  Con- 
gress had  conceived,  as  soon  as  the  individual 
States  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  surrender  the 
impost  then  belonging  to  them,  a  duty  of  five  per 
centum  ail  valorem,  would  defray  all  the  needful 
expenses  of  the  General  Qovlernment.  All  their 
calculations  of  future  income  rested  upon  com- 
merce. The  framers  of  the  Constitution,  under 
which  we  are  now  by  God's  blessing  assembled, 
appear  to  have  entertained  similar  views  of  the 
system  of  revenue.  This  may- be  iiiferred,  from 
the  power  expressly  given  to  Congress  **  to  regu- 
late commerce."  And  this,  sir,  is  not  a  dormant 
power,  like  that  granted, biit  never  exercised,  "to 
fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures."  It 
has  been  often  the  object  of  legislative  enactment. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  weighty  and  importaiit  con- 
cessions of  power  that  that  incomparable  instru- 
ment confers.  I  conceive  the  authors  of  this 
Constitution  to  have  been  the  lords  of  the  soil,  and 
the  true  representatives  of  the  landed  interest. 
Tliey  were  not  a  convention  of  professed  mer- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S69 


HiSTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


8T0 


jAIiaABT,  1812» 


Nawd  Establiehment, 


H.  ofR. 


ebaots;  but  merely  an  assembly  of  geotlemen 
with  commercial  feelings.  They  have  left  one 
of  the  strongest  proofs  of  this  that  was  ever  re- 
corded,  by  prohibiting  .Congress  from  laying  & 
datjr  on  ezpiorts.  Thas  that  patriotic  body,  with 
a  j(»loQs  tigilance  and  foresight,  took  care  of  the 
a^ricaltare  and  the  commerce  of  their  ooantry. 
Knowing  the  connexion  between  these  two  great 
branches  of  human  enterprise,  in  nature  and  in 
&ct,  thejr  would  not  sever  them  in  practice  nor 
even  in  theory ;  and  for  the  most  valid  reasons 
that  can  be  conceived.  Agriculture  has  been  de^ 
ciared  to  be  the  mistress,  and  Commerce  the  hand- 
maid. Tet'the  correctness  of  this  may  well  be 
qae^tioned.  Their  relation  is  of  another  kind  ; 
moreconsanguineouM^nd  more  intimate. '  I  should 
rather  pronounce  them  to  be  sisters;  that  the 
siiiters  were  of  twin  connexion ;  and  that  Agri- 
caltore  had  the  advantage  of  Comnterca  only  in 
thecircumstance  of  being  the  elder-bum. .  Away 
then  with  that  political  error  which  disjoins  ties 
and  affinities  so  intimate  as  these ! 

The  Constitution  also  bestows  upon  us  the 
power  to  build  and  employ  a  navy ;  intending,  no 
doabt,  thereby  to  afford  a  safeguard  to  that  prop- 
erty and  those  persons  who  were  embarked  in 
commerce.  It  was  perfectly  plain  that  rapacity 
and  violence  had  not  deserted  the  earth  ;  thiat  un- 
protected wefilth  would  tempt  the  hand  of  cupid- 
ity ;  and  that  the  weak  would  occasionally  in 
these  day^  of  refinement,  as  in  the  ruder. times  of 
yore,  be  made  the  prey  of  the  strongs  Letters  of 
marque  and  reprisals  were  therefore  authorized 
upon  proper  occasions ;  and  rules  concerning  cap- 
tores  were  intrusted  to  our  legislajive  discretion. 

Folly  possessed  of  all  this  knowledge  and  all 
this  power,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
been  remarkably  pacific ;  they  have  been  more 
than  pacific ;  they  have  acted  under  a  pe^uasion 
that  other  nations  would  be  equally  pacific,  at 
least  towards  them.  Our  citizens  have  entertained 
too  good  an  opinion  of  mankind ;  and  in  conse-. 
quence,  they  have  fallen  alone  and  Helpless  into 
the  dens  of  thieves  and  sharpers.  They  have  ad- 
▼entored  with  large  sums  of  money  in  their  pur- 
ses, among  pirates  and  ruffians,  without  pistols 
and  side-arms  of  any  sort  to  defend  themselves. 
Like  the  feeble,  good  huAored  and  forffivtng, 
everywhere  they  have  been  kidnapped,  and  plun- 
dered in  all  quarters.  The  millions  and  hundreds 
of  millions  that  hftve  been  thus  unlawfully  seized, 
would  have  ruined  any  people  but  our  own.  Bat 
a  productive  soil^  worked  by  industrious  hands^ 
repairs  losses  with  amazing  quickness.  From 
this  source  it  is,  that  such  immense -depredations 
have  not  exhausted  us  entirely.  The  waste.  ,of 
plunder  has  been  great ;  but  the  efibrta  of  repro- 
duction has  been  greater.  It  have  been  urged,  sir, 
that  the  hazards  q{  trade  may  be  |(uarded  against 
by  insurance.  By  paying  a  premium  adequate  to 
the  risk,  an  adventurer  can  secure  the  sum  men- 
tioned in  his  policy  atfainst  individuals  or  cond- 
panies  wbo  would  make  good  his  loss^  This  is 
ladeed  true;  and  suoh  operations  aire  of  the  high- 
est importance  to  men  of  business.  But  in  the 
eye  of  a  statesman  mr  a  sovereigUi  it  v*  equally  a 


less  to  the  country,  whether  the  underwriter  or 
the  assured  shall  be  obliged  to  bear  it.  In  either 
case,  there  is  so  much  taken  out  of  the  country ; 
there  is  so  much  minus  in  the  great  national  ac* 
count — and  th^  process  may  be  carried  so  far  as 
to  be  ruinous  to  both  parties.  I  wish  to  steer  my 
coarse  free  and  clear  of  such  rocks  and  breakers 
as  these.  If  the  Treasury  now  contained  but  half 
the  sum  of  the^  property  burned,  seqbestered,  de- 
tained, condemned,  exacted  for  costs,  charges  and 
fees,  and  wrung  from  the  owners  under  some  foul 
pretext  or  other,  we  should  possess  more  by  half 
than  is  required  to  provide  for  the  decent  protec- 
tion of  our  commerce. 

We  are  told,  nevertheless,  that  if  the  tracks  of 
the  oeean,  in  addition  ia  their  usual  dangers,  are 
so  beset  with  enemies,  it  is  best  to  keep  out  of 
harm's  way  by  staving  at  home.  This  experi- 
ment has  already  been  tried.  An  embargo  of 
fourteen  months  was  ^bahdoned  from  a  convic- 
tion of  the  impossibility  fit  enforcing  it.  The 
people,  it  seemed,  must  and  would  trade.  Many 
would  aaventure ;  no  restraints  could  bind  them. 
They  proceeded  to  sea  without  the  accustomed 
dbcuments,  and  the  courtesy  of  the  British  gave 
the  runaways  a  favorable  reception., 

Our  people,  as  I  said  before,  are  bred  to  com- 
merce. They  are  devoted  to  navigation  ;  barter 
and  sale  are  their  deKght.  The  spirit  of  business 
warms  them.  Whether  permitted  or  not,  certain 
portions  of  them  will  go  abroad  in  quest  of  better 
fortune.^  Nothing  that  I  know,  not  despotism  it- 
self, will  induce  them  to  surrender  their  birth- 
right, the  privilege  of  ploughing  the  ocean  for  a 
market. 

It  is  nat  now  the  question,  whether  our  constit- 
uents shall  be  a  commercial  people  or  not.  That 
die  has  long  ago  been  cast  We  are  so :  and  the 
dispute  which  at  present  agitates  us,  is  a  nullity, 
if  we  dp  not  intend  to. continue  so.  If  I  was  to 
engage  as  Plato  did,  in  framing  a  constitntion  for 
an  ideal  Republic,  or  after  the  manner  of  More, 
delineate  the  form  of  an  Utopian  government,  I 
do  not  affirpa  thai  I  #oaId  exclude  external  com- 
merce. But  the  visionary  schemes  of  closet-pol- 
iticians are  not  the  matters  upon  which  we  are 
deliberating  >  ours  is  practical  business.  It  is  a 
decision  of  the  course  which  it  is  wisest  and  best 
to  take,  under  a  constitution  which  recognises 
foreign  trade,  derives  its  principal  pecuniary  sup- 
plies (totA  the  exercise  of  that  trade,  ^nd  invests 
us,  the  legislative  administrators  of  that  consti*- 
tqtion,  with  the  presiding  care  over  it. 
,  The  experience  of  ages  has  sufficiently  proved 
that,  if  men  expose  their  persons'  among  barba- 
rous strangers,  th^y  are  liable,  in  a  multitude  of 
cases,  to  insult  and  captivity ;  and  if  they  have 
treasure  or*  merchandise  in  their  possession,  rob- 
bery and  murder  are  but  too  often  practised  by 
the  assailants.  Does  not  the  9h6ik  who  com- 
mands the  caravan  traversing  the  Arabian  sands, 
know  the  danger  of  his  undertaking  ?  Is  he  for- 
getful that  hiseamel9,th(»e  *Ships  of  the  desert.** 
with  all  their  precious  loading,  pilgrims,  huck- 
sters, and  all,  will  become  the  spoil  of  some  free- 
booter, oaless  he  shall  be  prepared  to  purchase  a 
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trace  by  cash,  or  procure  a  peace  by  arms  ?  Can 
any  one  be  ignorant  that,  torougbout  the  greater 
part  of  the  world,  force  is  the'  fashionable  law  $ 
and  they  who  cannot  brave  it  roust  bend  to  it? 
The  dissolution  of  the  old  settled  rqle  and  order 
of  Europe  in  these  tumultuous  times^  has  pro- 
duced a  state  of  society  among  the  nations  there, 
both  in  its  motives  and  actions,  similar  to  the  lex 
fortioria  of  the  Asiatics.  What  is  the  inference 
to  be  drawn  by  ia  rational  mind  upon  these  things  ? 
Why,  plainly,  that  the  persons  and  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  when  abroad  on 
lawful  commercial  enterprises,  shall  be  directly 
protected  by  a  force  at  hand,  or,  that  the  foreign- 
ers  who  violate  the  flag  of  oar  nation,  do  it  at 
their  peril,  and  under  absolute  assurance  that  they 
shall  eventually  be  called  to  answer  for  it  with  an 
avenginff  arm.  The  high  and ' might v  personages 
who  rule  the  portion  of  mankind  called  (what  a 
monstrous  perversion  !)  civilized,  have  lost  much 
of  their  Respect  for  waf  en  seals4ind  covenants  on 
parchment,  « 

Let  us,  for  a  moment,  Mr.  Chakman,.  examine 
the  nature  of  the  controversy  we  have  with  Great 
Britain.  It  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  man  and  his 
mistress — he  vowed  he  could  not  live  with  he«, 
and  yet,  he  swore  he  could  not  live  without  her. 
The  controversy  is  not  territorial.  We  had,  it  is 
true,  a  discussion  about  the*' St.  Croix  river,  and 
the  boundary  between  tl^e  district  of  Maine  and 
the  province  of  New  Brunswick.  Th^e  is,  also, 
a  limit,  not  yet  ascertaiiiied  by  chain  and  compass, 
in  the  Northwest.  The  course  from  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods  to  the  head  of  the  Mississippi,  as  di- 
rected by  treaty,  involves  an  impossibility.  The 
article  say^  it  shall  proceed  west ;  geography  de- 
clares it  must  run  south ;  and  the  discordance  has 
never  been  accommodated.  But  these  differences 
of  opinion  between  the  parties  are  amicable,  and 
have  not  been  deemed  causes  of  animosity,  far 
less  of  rtfpture.  Our  dominion,  therefore,  is  un- 
touched, ^he  controversy  is  not  genealogical^ 
we  have  no  rival  competitors  for  a  throne  among 
us ;  our  people areu^t  arrayed  under  their  Tudors 
or  Plantagenets ;  there  is  no  faction  distinguish- 
ing iuelf  by  the  badge  of  the  White  Rose  in  op- 
position to  that  which  decks  itself  with  the  Red. 
What  have  we  to  do  with  the  blood-royal,  and 
whether  the  true  or  spurious  issue  shall  succeed  ? 
The  right  of  suffrage  is  free,  and  I  trust  in  God 
it  will  ever  remain  so.  The  electoral  colleges 
perform  their  duty*  without  molesution,  and*  wa 
Oetide  the  man  who  shall  interrupt  them ! 

Having  thus  endeavored  to  find  what  the  dis- 
pute is  not^  let  na  try  to  discover  what  it  is.  If  I 
ean  comprehend  the  nature  of  the  altercation,  it 
it  purelv  commercial.  I  beg  the  Committee  to 
observe  how  the  matter  stands.  Before  the  Rev- 
olution Great  Britain  resolved  to  tax  the  colonies, 
but,  injudiciously  for  her,  attemiited  to  gather  the 
tribute  in  the  colonial  ports.  This  was  resisted, 
and  witb  such  effect  as  to  overthrow  the  system. 
Since  the  Revolution,  the  same  country,  availing 
herself  of  our  preference  for  lier  productions  and 
partiali^^  to  her  manufactures,  pursued  her  plan 
of  taxation.    But,  grown  wiaer  by  dear-bought 


experience,  levied  the  contribution  in  her  own 
ports,  and  collected  it  in  the  form  of  an  export 
duty,  by  her  own  officers,  and  under  her  owa 
laws ;  and  this  mode  of  raising  money  upon  our 
consumption  would  have  continued  until  this 
time,  had  not  other  proceedings  given  the  alarm. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  weary  my  hearers  with 
tedious  recitals.  I,  therefore,  briefly  observe  that, 
after  various  mdves  in  the  game  of  negotiatioo, 
(and  a  long  game  it  was,}  our  Government  was 
told  that,  if  we  would  pay  a  transit  duty  to  Great 
Britain,  or  trade  under  licenses  bought  from  her, 
we  might  have  access  to  the  continent  of  Europe; 
that  is  40  say,  if  you  will  pay  her  for  the  privi- 
le^  to  ^pori  your  Champaign  and  Borgundf 
wines,  and  to  carry  to  France  your  fish,  rice,  cot- 
ton, and  tobacco,  you  may  enjoy  the  trade,  other- 
wise, you  will  be  the  subjects  of  capture  and  coa- 
deranatiun,  wherever  you  may  fall  into  her  power. 
To  avoid  this  degradation,  we  have  declared  a 
non-importation,  and  Refused  to  be  any  longer  one 
of  her  customers ;  whereupon,  she^  nas  decided 
that,  if  we  will  not  trade  with  her,  we  shall  not 
trade  at  the  shop  of  her  enemy.  And  thof,  be- 
tween the  trade  of  France,  which  is  scarcely 
worth  having,  and  that  from  England,  which  we 
have  refused  to  have,  we  are  brought  to  our  pres- 
ent siuation. 

For  outrages  infinitely  less  than  these,  our  pre- 
decessors in  1774  and  1775,  resolved  on  resistaoee 
by  force  Oi:tr  adversary  knows,  ti^is  tikne,  where 
to  pinch  us.  She  aims  the  blow  at  our  vulaer- 
able  part.  By  a  single  coup  de  main  she  takes 
money'  from  your  people  and  their  Gk>verDmeiit 
With  the  same  instrument  of  mischief  she  rips 
up  their  pockets  and  cuts  to  pieces  the  bag  of  the 
Treasury. '  With  a  foe  so  expert  in  creating  in- 
dividual discontent  and  poblic  embarrassment, 
have  w^  to  contend^  I  am  not,  sir,  indiscreet 
enough  to  launch  all  we  possess  upon  the  ocean. 
In  my  judgment,  we  ought  not,  by  any  meaos,  to 
put  the  whole  of  our  happiness  afloat.  Our  Dea^ 
est  and  dearest  interests  Are  on  terra  Jirma,  and 
there  they  should  be  preserved  lind  Diaintained. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  I  may  be  permitted  to  taf 
that  our  rights  on  the  ocean  are  too  important  to 
be  sotd  or  abandoned.  It  has  been  ingenioaslf 
contended  that  '6ur  people  are  well  typified  bf 
the  mammbth,  a  ^eat  land  animal;  and  by  oth- 
ers)  that  a  becoming  emblem  would  be  the  levia^ 
than,  a  huge  inhabiunt  of  the  water.  If  I  sbooM 
not  provoke  the  risibility  of  the  Committee  bf 
the  observation,  I  would  remark  that  the  maen 
derided  tortoise,  an  amphibious'^creature,  familif 
both  ta  land  and  water,  was  a  more  appropriate 
symbol ;  employing  the  former  for  the  moltipli- 
cation  of  its  race,  and  the  kuer  for  thtir  better 
subsiatenees 

To  employ  an  army  alone  would  be  to  fignt 
with^ne  hand  tied  behind  our  back.  To  eqaip 
a  naval  force  in  aid  of  the  other  is  to  strike  with 
both  hands.  And,  in  making  a  trial  of  oar  enj 
er|^,  I  wish  it  may  be  done  toiii  viribuit  with 
Qiight  and  main.  The  idea  I  have,  sir,  of  a  floa^ 
in^  force  is,  the  construction  of  as  many  armed 
ships  and  t^smIs  fts  are  conamenwrate  with  our 
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abilities;  and  we  are  able  to  accomplish  much, if 
we  please.  I  wotild  authorize  our  merchant  ships^ 
whieb,  in  mj  opinion,  have  already  the  right  to 
arm  hi  their  own  defence,  to  make  prize  of  those 
who  wrongfully  attack  them.  If  need  required, 
I  woald,  on  an  emergency,  hire  ships,  and  arm 
them  in  defence  of  the  people's  rights.  I  Would 
grant  commissions  to  individuals  who  were  in- 
clined to  cruise.  I  would  raalce  the  most  of  the 
f[)rce  which  the  gun  veaseU  {I  will  not  call  them 
br  their  hackneyed  name)  afford ;  and  I  would  add 
the  saccor  which  block-ships,  fire-rafts,  and  torpe- 
does promise  us.  By  these  means  a  little  fleet 
might  be  created  which  Would  more  than  pro- 
tect your  ports,  harbors,  and  bays.  It  would 
caose  your  authority  to*  be  respected  beyond  the 
marine  league  from  the  shofe.  It  would  carry 
the  honors  of  your  flag  to  a  natural  and  well  de- 
fined boundary,  the  Gulf  Stream,  the  space  be- 
tween which  and  the  coast  mi^bt  be  reckoned 
part  of  the  national  domain.  I  would  not  at- 
tempt, Mr.  Chairman,  the  construction  of  a  thou- 
sand ships,  to  contead  wxn  for  gun  with  our  op- 
ponents. Nor,  had  I  fifty  vessels,  would  I  send 
a  challenge  to  the  enemy  to  come  with  an  equal 
namber,  and  array  themselves  for  a  pitched  bat- 
tle. No  such  gasconading  and  folly  as  thft't.  My 
advice  would  be,  so  to  use  our  vessels  that,  with 
the  least  unnecessary  exposure  to  damage  and 
captnre  on  our  part,  we  should  give  as  uMich  an- 
nofance  as  possible  to  the  foe.  As  the  reason- 
ings of  negotiation  hard  been  hiefiectual,  a  more 
conclusive  logic,  and  a  more  irresistible  argument 
are  required. 

I  am  not  much  addicted  to  prophesying,  but  I 
cannot  refrain  from  conjecturing  a  few  of  the 
coDscfquences  that  may  result  from  a  torpid  beha- 
vioar  on  this  occasion.  Imagine,  sir,  a  busy  and 
commercial  people  acting  without  the  patronage 
of  their  own  Government.  Certain  results  may 
be  tolerably  well  foreseen. 

The  naval  stores  with  which  our  country 
abounds  may  take  their  departure  foi*  foreign 
magazines  and  arsenals,  .^ad  increase  the  strength 
of  the  nations  to  whom  the  latter  belong,  to  do  us 
the  greatest  harm. 

The  shipwrights  and  artists,  whose  business  it 
iato  rig  and  repair  ships,  may  shoulder  their  tools 
aad  travel  for  jobs  and  wages  to  the  navy  yards 
beyond  our  limits. 

Our  nauve  seamen  may,  peradventure,  fojlow 
them  \  and  through  want  of  employ  on  the  one 
part,  and  under  bounties  and  ten\pting  encourage- 
ments on. the  other,  be  induced. to  enlist  them- 
selves in  an  alien  service. 

The  merchants  of  the  United  Statts  may  pot- 
^bly  be  induced  to  purchase  the  lieenseji  dispensed 
by  the  stronger  Powers  $  and^  under  their  cover, 
ptmoe  an  unmolested,  9  lucrative,  bat  an  abho^- 
led  comknarce.  ' 

Owners  of  ships  and  rtessels  may  be  induced  to 
tnn  more  extensively  than,  heretofore  practised, 
in  their  own  defence. 

Companies  of  merchants  and  underwriters  may 
fad  it  eipadieiit  to  laaaen  the  ^aneea  of  losa  by 


equipping  convoys  of  theic  own  for  protecting 
the  vessds  they  insure. 

Lastly,  for  I  shall  mention  but  one  more  of  these 
contingencies,  pur  seafaring  brethren,  when  left 
too  much  to  "themselves  and  exposed  to  rapacious 
pirates,  as  well. as  to  the  boisterous  elements,  may 
conceive  the  project  of  combining  and  confede- 
rating the  defensive  efibrts  of  the  maritime  cities, 
(as  Hamburg,  Lubec,  and  their  allied  towns  did 
in  the  middle  ages,)  and  of  forming  a  new  Han- 
seatic  league  in  the  Western  hemisphere. 

And  really,  sir,  the  mode  proposed  in  the  bill, 
of  adding  security  both  to  our  coasting  and  our 
foreign  trade,  is  so  plain  and  obvious,  that  it  is 
difficult  for  me  to  conceive  how,  in  the  present 
demoralized  and  distracted  state  of  the  nation, 
protection  c^n  be  granted  in  any  other  way. 
•  With  this  view  of  our  violated  commerce,  and 
of  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  such  viola- 
tion, I  have  a  firm  conviction  that  it  is  worthy  of 
peculiar  re^^rd.  But,  protection  requires  expense, 
and  our  citizens  are  believed  to  be  averse  to  the 
taxation  and  contribution  necessary  to  defray  that 
expense.  I  feel,  indeed,  it  is  a  hard  and  ungrate- 
ful task,  to  demand  money  from  our  constituents, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Treasury.  But  I  feel  also 
the  strongest  persuasion  that  they  will  consent  to 
the  requisition  when  they  are  satisfied  it  is  made 
for.  their  own  benefit,  and  for  asserting  their  es- 
sential rights  and  interests.  I  know  not  what 
other  members  may  think  on  this  subject  \  but,  for 
that  section  of  the  Union  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  I  have  uniformly  found  them  prompt 
and  oped-handed  in  works  of  charity,  benevo- 
lence, and  mercyb  When  liberality  and  public 
spirit  are  in  request,  it'  is  not  their  custom  to  be 
wanting.  And  now,  when  under  the  pressure  of 
commercial  embarrassment,  and  the  menace  of 
the  most  serious  evils,  they  ar6  tfsked  to  aid  tht 
finances  of  their  C9Untry,  I  canf^ot  permit  myself, 
for  one  moment,  to  imagine  they  will  grudge 
their  ratable  proportion.  Be  the  sum,  therefore, 
more  or  less,  the  iSause,  the  nb'bie  cause  of  which 
I  am  the  advocate,  justifies  the  expenditure.  The 
undertaking  must  dot  be  abandoned  by  scanting 
the  m«ans.  Our  resources  are  amply  competent. 
W^  will  put  our  shoulders  to  ihe  wheel,  and  do 
what  we  can.  We  have. an  .unimpaired  credit  to 
make  loans.  We  have  ))oblic  lands  in  store,  which. 
ma];r  be  pledged  for  the  fulfilment  of  our  engage- 
ments. Abovd  all,  we  possess  more  than  mines 
of  gold,  in  our  industry  and  enterprise.  And  as 
the  objects  for  which  we  contend  are  of  the  high- 
est importance  to  our  successors,  I  am  willing  to 
draw  bills  upon  posterity  for  the  amount  of  the 
balance  unpaid. 

The  means  are  easy,  then.  No  doubt  can  be 
entertained  ot  the  bravery  of  our  commanders 
and  crews.  The  Spaniards,  the  Moors,  the  Greeks, 
and  even  the  English  were  astonished  to  behold 
the  officers  and  seamen  of  our  Navy  passing  the  ^ 
Straits  of  Gibraltar  on  their  passage  from  New 
York  to  Tripoli,  in  boats  so  low,  so  small,  so  illy 
adapted  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  Such  a  mixture  of 
discipline  and. intrepidity  was  a  phenome;non,  both 
in  the  history  of  that  war,  and  of  navigation. 
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Tbis  voyage  in  boats,  not  vastly  superior  to  bat- 
t€auz,  has  an  air  so  romaotic,  that  it  reminds  one 
of  tbe  witches  who  were  fabled  to  traverse  the 
surface  of  the  deep  in  egg-shells.  Should  there 
be  in  the  nation  a  person  who  doubts,  let  him  ex- 
amine the  pa^es  of  history,  where  are  recorded 
the  deeds  of  Rogers,  Decatur,  TrUxtun,and  Pre- 
ble, in  chastising  the  enemies  of  their  country.. 
And,  allow  me,  Mr.' Chairman,  to  difect  his  at- 
tention to  that  sumptuous  monument,  erected  by 
the  officers  of  the  Navy  at  this  place,  to  immor- 
talize Somers,  Wadswnrlh,  Israel,  and  their  asso- 
^ates,  for  their  gallant  contempt  of  death. 

Here  you  distinguish  the  love  of  gl6ry,  that 
ornament  of  an  individual  s^nd  of  a  people.  Oh, 
may  we  ever  cherish  among  us  the  ardor  for  an 
honorable  fame  !  May  we  at  no  time  forget  to 
pronounce  eulogies  and  utter  sdn^s,  upon  theben*^ 
efactors  of  our  country.  This  elevation  of  ioul 
imparts  a  dignity  to  the  human  character,  which 
is  of  inestimable  value,  and  of  a  nature  too  ^the- 
rial  to  be  classed  with  the  gross  possessions  of 
life,  or  to  be  rated  in  any  denomination  of  cur- 
rent money.  It  is  the  lamp  of  life :  when  it  bur  ns 
dim  ift  is  the  symptom  of  great  disorder  in  the 
moral  constitution ;  and  when  it  goes  out,  it  shows 
that  the  disease  is  desperate  indeed. 


Tuesday,  January  2K 
Tbe  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
irom  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  list  of 
the  names  of  persons  who  have  invented  any  new 
or  useful  art,  machine,  or  naanufacture,  and  to 
whom  patents  have  issued  subsequent  to  the 
twenty-eighth- of  December,  I&IO,  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  13th  instaot. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  aiain  resolved  itself  i/)to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  concerning  the 
Naval  Establishment.  * 

Mr.  JoHNdON  said :  I,  do  not  know,  sir,  why  I 
should  regret  the  discussion  of  any  subject  in  ^his^ 
place,  when  I  recollect  that  each  m^ber  iis  under 
the  same  Obligations  of  duty  pnd  respon^bility. 
It  has  been  said  that  no  member  would  be  thanked 
for  his  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill — and,  fearless  of 
censure,  I  shall  oppose  this  attempt  to  lay  the 
foundation,  and  to  pledge  the  property  of  the  peo- 
ple for  naval  systems,  as  ruinous  to  the  -finances 
of  the  country,  as  it  will  be  destructive  to  the 
peace  of  the  nation.  After  every  efibrt  i|i  my 
power,  I  could  not  suppress  the  sensation  of  sor- 
row, that  Congress  should  be  distracted  with  a 
subject  that  would  justly  excfte  alarm  througbotit 
the  nation,  even  in  the  hours,  of  profound  tran- 
quility. I  have  looked  to  the  Treasury  reports,  and 
I  see  a  national  debt  of  about  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
lars. I  look  to  the  aggressions  of  England,  and  I 
find  we  have  been  driven  to  the  necessity  of  crea- 
ting a  great  and  expensive  military  force  to  avenge 
our  wrongs  and  to  expel  the  enemy  from  her  North 
American  colonies.  I  look  to  the  arguments  of 
the  advocates  of  \his  pernicious  system,  and  they 
acknowledge  ^Kat  we  are  driven  to  the  hrink  of  a 


war  that  will  require  loans  and  taxes,  and  end  ia 
a  new  ^ebt  of  at  least  fifty  millions  of  dollars^ 
and  under  these  circumstances,  when  we  are  npoa 
the  heels  of  a  second  revolution,  when  the  people 
are  likely  to  be  most  pressed  for  the  ways  and 
means  to  carry  on  the  war  with  vigor  and  certain 
success,. the  ruinous  system  of  a  great  nsTy  is 
pressed  upon  us.    Upon  the  return  of  a  secoad 
pj»ace,  when  the  British  possessions  shall  be  incor- 
porated into  the  Union,  and  our  army  disbanded 
—when  commerce  shall  be  restored,  and  a  surplus 
o(  revenue  in  the  Treasury — after  meeting  the 
demands  of  the  Government,  with  more  propriety 
might  the  question  be  presented  for  consideration* 
i  believe,  sir,  since  tbe  political  reformation  in 
X801,  the  question  of  building  a  navy  had  neyer 
been  before  presented  directly  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress.    When  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  illustri- 
trious  character,  presided  over  the  destinies  of  the 
United  States,  why  was  not  this  navy-building 
proposed  I    Then  we  had  a  revenue  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollar^  annually,  and  a  surplus  in  the 
Treasury.    No,  sir,  such  a  system  had  been  pot 
down  too  recently — the  struggles  against  a  nary 
in  '98^9  were  not  forgotten.    I  deny  the  capacity 
of  the  United  Slajies^to  maintain  a  navy  wiihout 
oppression  to  the  great  mass  of  the  conynunity  in 
the  persons  of  ta}(*gatherers;  and  if  a  great  navy 
could  be  maintained,  it  would  be  more  than  use- 
less—it  would  be  dangerous  to   the  pea^e  and 
tranquillity  of  this  nation.    I  was  in  favor  of  re- 
pairing and  putting  into  service  the  whole  of  our 
naval  force,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  ffunboats  and  upwards  of  fifteen  frigates  aod 
smaller  war-vessels ;  because  this   naval  force, 
united  with  our  fortifications,  would  |^ive  secu- 
rity to  our  coasts  and  harbors,  protect  our  coast- 
ing trade,  and  would  be  important  in  the  pres« 
ent  crisis^  to  co-operate  with  privateers  and  in- 
dividual enterprise  against  the  commerce  and 
plunder  of  Great  Britain.    But  this  is  not  the  ob- 
ject of  tbe  bid.    It  contemplates  and  embraces  a 
navv  to  protect  our  commerce  in  distant  teas  u 
well  as  at  home,  and  which  cannot  cost  less  than 
twenty  or  thirty  millions  to  accomplish;  and,Vhea 
.built,  would  entail  upon  the  Gk)verpmcnt  of  the 
United  States  the  annual  expense  of  fifteen  millioa 
of  dollars^  equal  to  the  amount  of  our  whole  rere 
nuein  the  most  prosperous  years  of  commerce  un- 
der the  administration  df  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  double 
the  finaoont  of  our  present  financial  income.    It  is 
the  system,  as  well  as  the  expense,  that  I  object  to; 
and  while  I  am  r^ady  as  any  man  to  keep  a  small 
naval  force,  to  be  confined  to  the  protection  of 
our  maritime  frontiers,  as  well' as  I  am 'to  keep 
up  a  small  land  force,  to  protect  oar  territorial 
frontiers^  I  will  not  vote  one  cent  for  a  system  of 
naval  foree  which  is  destined  to  keep  foreign  M- 
tions  in  4sheck  an  distant  seas,  aod  destined  to  en- 
tail upon  this  happy  Qovernment  perpetual  taxes 
and  a  perpetually  increasing  national  debt.    The 
people  will  not  support  sueh  a  Naval  Establish- 
ment— they  have  the.  corrective  in  their  bands; 
and  build  this  fleet  of  twenty  seventy-fours  and 
forty  frigates,  and  the  people  will  in  their  torn 
put  them  down.    But,  sir,  wa  are  toM,  that  we  are 
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a  commercial  people,  and  that  you  cannot  restrain 
a  spirit  of  enterprise  in  our  citizens  which  is 
limited  only  by  the  polaf  snows  to  the  North  and' 
the  icy  mountains  to  the  South.  No  person 
has  attempted  to  ^mp  that  gi^llslnt  spirit,  that 
mercantile  enterprise — such  adventurous  voyages 
have  been  fostered  and  cherished  by  every  means 
io  the  power  of  the  Government.  But,  sir,  has 
this  nnpatalleled  enterprise,  this  gallant  spirit, 
been  carried  on  by  a  navy  ?  3uch  a  thing  has 
never  been  thougnt  of,  which  proves  that  this 
qoestioo  of  a  navy  has  no  connexion  with  this 
commercial  enterprise ;  and  the  existence  of  one 
without  the  other,  is  positive  proof  of  the  fact. 
But  it  is  also  said,  that  agriculture  and  comme'rce 
are  twin  sisters,  and  the  learned  |^entleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Mitchill,)  will  not  allow  a 
more  distant  connexion.  I  have  no  objection  to 
such  a  union,  and  I  did  expect  that  it  would  haTe 
beeh  demonstrated  what  was  the  real  relation- 
ship between  these  twin  sisters  and  a  permanent 
oary ;  whether  it  is  that  of  cousin-german,  brother, 
or  husband.  As  these  subjects  have  not  been 
identified,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  there 
is  no  connexion—unless  under  the  disguise  of 
protection,  the  navy  would  be  the  destroyer  both 
of  commerce  and  agriculture — by  taxes  u()on  the 
one  and  constant  war  upon  the  theatre  of  the 
other.  The  advocates  of  a  navy  need  nol^expect 
to  cover  the  deformity  and  daY)fifer  of  tlie  sy6tem 
by  lellinff  the  people  they  are  U-iends  to  the  pPo- 
tecfion  0?  commerce — and  that  those  who  oppose 
itare  ready  to  relinquish  owr  rights  upon  the  ocean. 
'  No,  sir,  this  will  not  do.  They  will  ask  if  our 
commerce,  as  great  as  k  has  bee n,^  was  ever 
protected  by  a  navy.  The^  will  look  at  the  ex- 
peaditure  of  the  public  raoneiy — they  will  see 
twenty-nine  millions  of  dollars  expended  upon  our 
present  Naval  Establishment;  and  though  they^ 
may  niot  complain  of  that  prodigal  waste  of  pub- 
lic money,  upon  so  small  a  naval  force,  they  will 
look  to  the  effects  produced  by  this  power,  and 
they  will  refuse  to  augment  it,  until,jndeed,  the 
Peace  Establishment  shall  require  augmentation. 
The  people  will  look  to  the  votes  of  this  House,, 
and  they  wijl  see  the  ojtposers  of  a  Navy  willing 
it  this  monnept  to  avenge  the  depredations  upon 
OOT  commerce  and  neutral  rights  by  actual  hos- 
tility. I  am  not  prepared  to  give  iip  our  rights, 
whether  upon  the  ocean  or  upon  land,  whether 
commercial  or  personal;  but  I  may  differ  in  the 
means  of  avenging  these  wrongs,  and  vindicating 
those  rights,  and  T  shall  ever  differ  from  those 
who  wish  a  navy  to  ride  triumphant  in.  distant 
seas,  and,  under  a  pretext  of  protection  to  com- 
merce, doom  the  nation  to  galling  burdens  too'  in- 
tolerable to  be  borne.  :But  we  are  told,  sir,  that 
this  question  partakes  of  the  character  of  a  self- 
evident  propositiion.  Indeed,  sir,  and  In  what  re- 
spect is  it  entitled  to  this  definition  of  self-evident  ? 
tfnless.  indeed,  from  every  consideration  of  his- 
tory, experience  and  reason,  it  is  evident  that  a 
navy  is'an  engine  of  po^er  and  ambition,  calcu- 
lated to  embroil  a  nation  in  quarrels  and  wars, 
and  to  fix  permanent  wretchedness  upon  the  in- 
dttstriqw  claat  of  the  people.    When  we  look  to 


the  delegation  from  each  State,  we  find  a  difference 
in  sentiment  upon  this  subject,  whether  lying  09 
the  seaboard  or  distant  from  it. 

The  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  has  at- 
tempted to  make  us  believe  that  a  navy  is  the  an- 
chor of  our  hopes,  and  I  dare  venture  to  say,  his 
eloquent  colleague  (Mr.  Williams)  will  in  due 
time  denounce  it  as  the  most  abominable  systeod 
— alwajfs  employed  in  the  fell  purposes  of  outrage, 
plunder,  war,  and  death.  The  same  division  ol 
Sentiment  exists  in  Massachusetts  as  to  thi^  de« 
structive  and  expensive  establishment.  And,  sir^ 
let  me  not  omit  to  mention,  the  sentiments  of  tha 
Republicans  of  98-9,  were  not  ojily  entitled  to 
the  love  and  confidence  of  the  people,  but  worthy 
of  our  imitation.  ^  Nor  will  1  omit'  the  resolutions 
of  the  Virginia  Legi^ature  in  opposition  to  a  navy^ 
when  they  remonstrated 'against  measures  whica 
they  considered  ruinous  to  the  freedom  of  tl^e 
United  Siates-T-nor  is  my  respect  for  those  opin- 
ions lessened,  although  many  Republicans  in  Con- 
gress at  this  time,  and  men  of  talents,  have  be- 
come great  advocates  for  a  navy,  and  I  will  p^t 
I*  to  the  people  whose  opinions  are  entfiled  to  their 
apprpbation,  whether  a  navy  beyoiul  the  peace 
establishment  is  ruinous,  or  the  rock  of  our  safety* 

Leaving  the  division  of  sentiment  in  our  coun- 
try, let  us  advert  to  ancient  and  modern  historv, 
and  search  for  examples  upon  this  important  sub- 
ject. And  here,  sir,  1  will  take  this  position,  and 
defy  history  for  an  example,  that  no  great  naval 
power  ever  confinM  their  naval  strength  to  tihe  le- 
gitimate object  of  protecting  commerce  in  distant 
seas.  I  will  refer  to  Tyre  and  Sidon,  Crete  and 
Rhodes,  to  Athens  and  to  Carthage.  No  sooner  had 
these  nations  ceased  to  confine  their  naval  strength 
to  their  maritime  defence  at  home,  to  theprotectioa 
of  their  seacoast,  than  they  were  engaged  ia 
plunder,  piracy,  depredations  upon  other  nations, 
or  involved  iti  wars^  ^hich  certainly  accelerated| 
if  it  did  not  produce  the  downfall  and  destruclioa 
of  those  Governments.  Peace  and  tranquillity  is 
not  the  natural  state  of  a  great  naval  power^  A 
disregard  of  public  law;  sacred  treaties,  and  blood- 
shed, would  suifit  better;  and  h  has  been,  and 
ever  "will  be;  the  consequences  of. such  force. 
These  nations  furnish  another  example  and  in- 
structive lessoh  to  the  present  generation— that 
while  their  commerce  and  navy  furnished  a  small 
part  of  the  people  with  the  luxuries  of  every 
country  at  that  time  known,  the  great  mass  of 
citizens  at  home  were  miserable  and  oppressed. 
Their  rights  neglected,  their  burdens  increased, 
and  their  happiness  destrojred,  while  their  fleets 
and  external  grandeur  carried  astonishment  and 
terror  to  distant  nations.  When  a  nation  puts 
forth  her  strength  upon  the  ocean,  the  interior  of 
^he  country  will  be  neglected  and  oppressed  with 
contributions.  Ancient  history  does  not  furnish 
a  solitary  instance  of  anyr  permanent  good,  or  long 
continuance  of  peace  arising  from  a  great  navsA 
supremacy ;  such  overgrown  power,  such  unnat- 
ural strength,  must  feed  upon  plunder,  at  home  and 
abroad.  When  we  come  to  modern  nations  we 
have  proof  belbre  us  of  the  positions  1  have  taken. 
We  have  been  told  of  Holland,  as  a  people  exist- 
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iDg  in  a  most  flourishing  state  of  |>rosperous  com- 
merce wiitout  a  navy  to  protect  it,  and  we  have 
keen  told  of  Spain  as  a  naval  power  without  com- 
merce to  protect.  But  leaving  these  examples,  let 
us  look  at  France  and  Great  Britain  J  we  here 
have  examples  before  our  eyes;  we  need  do  his- 
tory; the  facts  are  before  us. 

Admit  that  Great  Britain,  with  her  thousand 
vesselsL  could  protect  her  lawful  commerce,  let  me 
ask.  if  her  navy  has  ever  been  confined  to  that  ob- 
ject; whether  it  is  confined  to  that  object  at  this 
time ;  whether  her  nav^  has  not  fattened  upon 
the.  spoils  of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America, 
aimd  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations,  making  war 
equally  upon  friends  and  enemies.  Her  navy,  tri- 
umphant in  every  sea,  is  employed  in  a  system  of 
plunder  against  the  world,  and,  notwithstanding 
thh  supremacy,  we  see  net"  citizens  groaning 
Qnder  a  national  debt  of  eight  hundred  millions  of 
pounds  st^rlinff,  more  than  all  the  nations  of  the 
universe  could  pay.  We  see  her  upon  the  preci- 
pice of  bankruptcy — we  see  her  people,  her  nu- 
merous subjects,  loaded  with  taxes,  that  would  as- 
tonish any  man  who  did  not  kAow  the  fact— not- 
withstanding this,  the  public  debt  is  daily  increa- 
sing, and  it  is  now  acknowledged  by  all  the  ^orld 
that  she  is  fighting  for  her  existenlce — victorious  jat 
sea  and  safe  at  home  from  invasion,  and  still  her 
very  existence  is  nt  stake.  Sir,  I  never  wish  to 
see  the  liberties  of  my  country  afloat  upon  the 
ocean  and  staked  upon  the  strength  of  fL  navy. 
Look  at  Franiie,  separated  from  her  enemy  by  a 
narrow  channel,  without  vessels  to  meet  the  fleeis 
of  England  qn  the  water,  and  still  she  is-unable 
10  burn  the  seaport  towns  of  France  or  invade  the 
French  territories,  or  in  any  way  to  mijte  an  im- 

firession  upon  her.  Populous  and  powerful  upon 
and,  nothing  but  the  imperial  despotism  that  ex- 
ists throughout  that  vast  empiire,  prevents  the 
country  from  being  the  most  enviable  residence 
Upon  the  f\6be,  except  our  own  favored  land. 
Let  not  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales  there- 
fore stake  their  existence  upon  navies,  let  us  not 
withdraw  the  protecting  hand  of  Government 
fVom  the  soil ;  fet  us  not  increase  the  burdens  of 
the  people,  anc|  weigh  them  doWn  with  a  public 
debt  to  support  exterjaal  grandeur.  Do  not  by 
this  system  destroy  the  afiections  and  attach- 
ments of  the  solid  and  holiest  part  of  the  commu: 
nityj  who  support  the  Government  of  the  country. 
,  Sir,  the  report  of  the  Naval  Committee  has  as- 
sumed principles  as  erroneous  as  they  are  novels 
that  the  protection  of  maritime  commerce  was, 
above  all  other  objects,  the  first  and  the  greatest 
consideration  which  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
present  Constitution.  There  is  nothing  to  war-' 
rant  such  a  position  j;,  and  no  reason  does  exist 
why  our  commercial  rights  should  havebee^  bet-, 
ter  secured  than  the  other  various  rights  and  in- 
terestsr  embraced  by  that  charier  of.  our  indepen- 
dence. In  the  specific  grants  of  power,  Congress 
has  the  Authority  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations,  with  the  several  States,  and  with 
the  Indiali  tribes :  not  giving  preference  in  lan- 
guage to  foreign  over  State  and  domestic  com- 
merce.   I  will  admit,  sir,  that  our  commercial 


rights  formed  one  of  the  primarv  consideratioos— 
not  more  primary  than  the  rii^hts  of  agriculture 
and  manuractures,  nqr.th^  rights  of  property,  tb« 
rights  of  persons,' protection  from  foreign  iavasion 
and  aggression,  or  from  in^rnal  fqes.  These 
rights  were  equally  important,  and  not  less  the 
considerations  which  strengthened  the  bonds  of 
the  Union.  And  if  any  consideratioi^  had  a  pref- 
erence, it  arose  from  considerations  of  peace  and 
war.      . 

^hen  I  look  into  the  preamble  of  the  Coasti- 
tution,  which  to.be  sure  is  no  specific  ^rant  of 
power,  but  is  an  interpretation  of  the  o]i)jectsof 
that  ^reat  charter  of  our  Union,  I  find  it  was  to 
establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare, 
and  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty,  that  the 
Constitution  was  adopted ;  and  although  mari- 
jiime  commerce  has  oiily  a  co-equal  right  with 
all  others,  ctill,  the  greatest  means  and  resources 
of  the  Government  Tiave  been  directed  to  its  pro- 
tection. And  still  it  would  seem,  if  we  do  aot 
ruin  the  nation  by  the  establishment  of  a  datj, 
we  wish  to  make  encroachments  upon  commerce, 
to  damp  the  commercial  spirit.  And  this  we  are 
told  in  the  face  of  facts,  whiph  appear  upon  record, 
and"  in  the  face  of  every  expensive  war  measure 
now  taken  and  adopted.  Sir,  in  a  colonial  state, 
it  was  a  duty  upon  tea  that  was  the  immediate 
cause  of  a  war,  which  was  bloody  indeed,  and 
continued  upwards  of  seven  years;  a  conflict 
which  has  no  parallel  in  iiistory  as  to  its  begio- 
Din^  and  termination.  And  at  th is  moinent,  vio- 
lations of  our  neutral  rights  upon  the  ocean  is  a 
primary  cause  why  we  are  about  to  Vage  a  second 
war  with  Great  Britain;  and  still  we  are  gravely 
told  that  we  are  unwilling  to  protect  commerce, 
and  that  we  are  readv  to  abandon  it,  because  we 
will  not  vote  away  the  substance  oi  the  people 
upon  a  system  of  policy  which  must  ruin  the  na- 
tion if  not  crushed  in  its  infancy*  The  Constitu- 
tion says,  Congre^  shall  have  the  power  to  pro- 
vide and  maintain  a  navy.  And  this  has  been 
read.  So  has  it  authorized  Congress  to  raise  and 
support  armies,  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  and  de- 
clare war;  but  the  Cobstitution  does  not  fix  ibe 
lipit  of  these  powers,  and  all  are  liable  to  abuse. 
And  the  Convention  did  not  sup^fose  that  any 
Congress  would  so  far  abuse  these  powers  as  to 
keep  either  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace, 
which  nnist  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
or  a  permanent  navy,  that  would  involve  us  in 
continual  wars  with  other  nations,  and  perma- 
nent taxes  upon  the  people'.  A  reasonable  Peace 
Establishment  to  protect  our  maritime  and  terri- 
torial frontier,  consistent  with  strict  economy, 
must  have  been  contemplated^  and  this  force, 
naval  and  military,  we  have  maintained;  and  we 
are  as  secure  as  a  nation  cap  expect  to  be  from 
savagesoramariMmefoe,  There  would  beasmucii 
reason  why  we  should'  keep  in  pay  five  hundred 
thousand  regglar  troops  in  time  of  peace,  as  your 
twepty  vessels  of  seventy-four  guns  and  your 
^  forty  rricates,  in  addition  to  our  present  naval 
force.  In.  every  point  of  view,  therefore,  a  per- 
manent navy  is  as  injurious  to  the  country  as  a 
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stindioj^  army.  One  will  entiuiger  your  liberies 
by  cooqaest,  aad  the  other  by  wars  with  foreign 
oations. 

So  far  from  oor  not  haviqg  protected  oomtperce^ 
it  has  engrossed  the  trhole  attention  of  the  Got- 
ermneot.    I  am  ready  to  go  farther ;  but  not  with 
a  rieir  to  ne((leet  other  rights  and  interests  equally 
dear  to  us  all.    I  wish  to  see  every  facility  given 
tor  the  interchange  of  commodities  among  the 
several  States.    U  would  be  a  pleasing  spectacle 
to  m?  mind.    We  are  blest  beyond  every  other 
peqHC,  in  soil,  climate,  and  productions.  »Tbe  rice, 
cotton,  and  sugar  of  Orleans,  Georgia^  and  South 
Carolina,  the  lead  of  Louisiana,  the  hemp  of  the 
Western  States,  the  tobacco  and  flour  ot  North 
Carolina,  Virginia^  and  the  middle  States,  in- 
cluding Pennsylvania,  the  warehouse  of  every 
commodity,  and  |he  manufactures  and  shipping 
of  New  York  and  the  New  England  Sutes.  This 
trade  would  bcv  valuable,  and  would  not  depend 
QpoQ  the  caprice  of  foreign  despots.    But  we  are 
asked,  emphatically,  how  will  you.  protect  com- 
merce?   The  answer  is  easy.    We  wiH  protect 
it  as  we  have  protected  it«    In  times  of  peace,  we 
will  act  with  justice  towards  all  the  world;  we 
will  pass  navigation  laws,  and  divert  the  com- 
merce of  the  couniry  from  nations  who  will  not 
respect  our  rights.    If  these  .expedients  should 
fail  OS,  we  must  resort  to  the  last  alternative — war. 
For,  before  we  make  war  it  will  iu>(  be  pretended 
that  we  can  ailthorize  our  navy  to  avenge  the 
wrongs  of  oar  merchants,  or  you  would  lake  from 
Congress  the  right  to  declare  #ar,  and  give  it  to 
oor  naval  commanders.    But. I  ajn  asked,  how 
will  yon  contend  with  a  maritime  ni^tiont  with- 
out a  navy  1    Sir,  khat  question  it  as  easily  an- 
swered as  the  first.    1  will  ask,>how  we  succeeded 
in  the  Revolutionary -war?    We  were  w;thoal 
any  security  upon  our  seacoast:and  still  wesuo^ 
c^ed.    But  to  be  more  specific — I  would  grant 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  authorize  pri- 
vateering.    Give  scope  to  individual  enterprise, 
to  destroy  the  commerce  of  the  ^neny — whieh 
can  be  done  effectually.    I  would  fortify  our  sea- 
port towns;   station  our  gunboats  and  frigates 
along  our  coast,  to  protect  us  at  home.    And  in 
this  way  I  would  ip  War  avenge  the  infractions 
of  oor  neutral  riff  his. 

It  has  been  asked,  if  we  were  secure  from  inari 
time  invasion.  I  aaawer,  we  ^re  well  fortified 
a^'ostany  naval  force;  not  beyond  possibility  of 
ioiarv,  but  as  well  secured  as  can  be  expected. 
W^  have  one  hundred  and  aizty-two  gunboats, 
jtnd  fri^teii  and  sloops  atnounting  to  fifteen  now 
in  service,  and  two  or  three  sea-worthy,  might  be 
repaired.  The  Gulf  Stream  has  been  fixed  upon, 
in  the  opibion  of  the  learned*  gentleipaa  from 
^ew  York,  as  tbovproper  liaAit  of  our  territorial 
sea.  I  hare  no  objection  to  that  limit ;  I  think 
latura  baa  -fixed  that  boundary  for  us;  and  con- 
iidering  oor  coast  to  difiier  from  the  bold  shores 
»f  £arope,  it  would  not  be  unreasonable  to  daUn 
his  as  a  sea  in  wfaioh  our  vesseis  should  be  ex- 
empt from  aeareh,  or  any  other  rule  of  the  laws 
f  nations.  1  will  yiekl  to  no  man  in  protecting 
ommeree,  or  any  other  right  of  the  nation*   But 


I  wish  to  confine  myself  to  legitimate  means,  and- 
not  means  that  >vill  be  as  fatal  to  the  happiness  ■ 
of  the  country  as  the  etil  intended  to  be  ren^e- 
died. .'  We  have  been  told  that  our  commerce  is 
interrupted  by^  picaroons  ^nd  pirates  from  the 
West  Indies,  and  the  many  insults  and  injuries 
which  we  have  suffered  within  or  near  our  ports 
and  harbors.  These  things  are  no  argument  with 
me  to  augment  oor  naval  force  at  this  time.  Arm 
your  merchant  vessels,  and  they  wtlf  never  oom- 
plaia  of  buccaneers  or  pirates  from  St.  Domingo ; 
and  this  is  a  right  that  should  be  given  to  them, 
under  certain  regulations ;  and  as  to  the  indigni- 
ties which  we  experience  from  the  war  vesseb  of 
Great  l^ritain,  I  will  state  that.it  was  our  own' 
fault  that  we  did  not  on  those  several  occasions 
wipe  away  the  insult  and  avenge-  the  injury  re- 
ceivted.  When  the  unfortunate  Pierce  was  mur-^ 
dered  by  a  British  naval  oflBcer,  and  carried  into 
New  Y  ork,  would  it  not  have  been  the  most  cor- 
rect course  to  have  taken  satisfaction  upon  the 
same  vessel  fromwhtch  the  injury  was  received  ? 
If  so,  tha  means  were  as  much  in  our  power  as  if 
we  had.  owned  forty  friffates;  the  order  alone' 
was  wanting. .  But  was  the  course  a  correct  one 
iQ  abstaining  from  farther  bloodshed?  If  so,  let 
it  rest.  In  the  attack  epon  the  Chesapeake,  would 
it  not  have  been  most  prudent  to  have  sacrificed 
that  vessel  and  her  crew  ?  If  so^  a  force  could 
have  been  epUected  in  a  few  days  to  have  niirde 
the  sacrifice.;  the  order  alone  was  wanting. '  In 
those  tw.o  cases^  and  in  every  other  indignity 
committed  within  xmr  own  waters,,the  desire  of 
peace  and  the  natura^'of  our  Government  pre- 
vented .  tbe  hnmediate  satisfaction  for  the  griev- 
ance, and  an  appeal  was-  made  to  negotiatioa. 
From  these  considerations,  no  araument  can  be 
drawn  to  support  a  naval  establishment.  If  we 
have  biten  tardv  in  resisting  the  injuries  we  have 
received  fron^  foreign  nations,  we  must  ascribe  it 
to  the  proper  cause,  and  not  to  -the  want  of  a 
navy.  But,  if  something  more  riiust'be  done  at 
this  time,  and  we  must  «xpend  more  mon^y  to 
secure  .the  coasting  trades,  I  would  offer,  a  substi- 
tute for  the  bill  upon  your  table;  I  would  take 
up  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
upon,  roads  and  canaU,  and  I  would  adopt  his 
'iclea,  and  execute  his  plan  of  opening  an  inland 
tide-water  nav^atioo  from  Boston  to  Georgia,  by ' 
cdttipg  four  canals,  which  would  not  cost  mora 
than  three  onillions  of  dollars,  according  to  the 
estimates,,  viz:  from  Boston  to  Rhode  Inland, 
above  the  isthmus  of  Barnstable ;  from  the  Rart- 
tan  ijo  the  Delaware;  thence  to  the  Chesapeake; 
thence  to  Albemarle  Sound.  •  A  navigation  more 
secure  in  Wjar,  Or  more  secure  from  interruption, 
than  yoii  would  receive  from  your  forty  frigates 
and  your  twentjr  seventy-four  gunships.  But  this 
durable  navigation  has  not  the  splendor  of  navies 
about  it,  ami -I  could  not'  expect  my  substitute  to. 
be  adopted;  internal  improvements  of  this  kind 
do  not  suit  our  towering  minds.  Now,  sir,  if  we 
had  the  frea  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to 
the  North,  as  we  have  of  the  Mississippi  to  the 
South,  connected  with  (his  internai  tide-water 
narigation^  we  should  embrace  the  meat  impor- 
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tant  ibterestd  of  erery  part  of  the  United  States. 
.  We  are  told  that  this  is  the  cheapest  mode  ot 
defeace — naval  protection  is  the  cheapest  mode 
of  defence.  It  may  be  so  in  theory  and  in  cai- 
calatiop,  bqt  I  know  it  is  not  ^o  in  practice.  It 
is  admitted  generally  that  the  navy  of  Great 
Britain  has  involved  her  in  greater  expenses  than 
any  other  system  of  defence,  and  the  oppression 
of  the  peaple  is  greatly  owing  to  this  cause.  Bat, 
sir,  the  advocates  of  a  navy  speak  as  if  this  force 
would  supersede  the  necessity  of  armies,  fortifi- 
cations, &4i,  h  it  possible  that  any  man  can  sup- 
pose that  the  establishment  of  a  navy  would -dis- 
pense with  fortifications  ?  No  matter  what  your 
force,  if  you  had 'no  fortifications,  such  a  city  as 
New  York  might  and  would  be  laid  rn  ashes. 
Some  daring  Admiral,  such  as  Lord  Nelson,  or 
Preble,  if  any  other  nation  could  boast  of  sudh  a 
man,  would  rush  into  danger  and  court  death  to 
accomplish  such  an  object>^an  attempt  which 
would  be  folly  against-  weU^  built  fortifications 
and  batteries;  so  with  Charlesiton  and  Boston. 
These  places  are  not  going  to  ffive-up  iheir  fortit 
fications  and  .their  cannon.  1  wpuld  inquire,  in 
my  turn,  whether  this  cheap  defence,  the  navy, 
could  quell  the  savages- on  the  Wabaeh,  or  take 
the  Canadaa  and  Nova  Scotia>  I  suppose  the 
advocates  of  a  navy  would  dispense  with  gun- 
boats, that  most  invaluable  species  of  defence  in 
ports  and  harbors,  sboals,  or  still  water*  A  species 
of  defence  recommended  by  that  illustrious  man, 
Mr.  Jef^rson,  because  he  knew  their  utility  at 
home,  and  the  little  danger  of  their,  beings  used  in 
distant  seas;  to  acquire '  naval  glory  alone.  I 
would  call  -ike  attention  pf  the  House  to  the  St. 
Lawrence,  the  Delaware,  the  Mediterranean,  the 
ports  of  Europe,  and  the  Baltic,  the  theatre,  of 
their  suoc^ssftil  operation  in .  almost' every  in- 
stance. Ridicule  and  hiiighter  shall  tiever  ehange 
my  opinion  as  to  their  efficacy.  But,  sir,  the  evil 
of  impressment  must  necessarily  grow  out* of  this 
establishment.  *It  has  been  *contend«d  already 
that  we  would'  have  the  right  in  time  of -war  to 
prevent  our  seamenf  froip  going  on  board,  priva- 
t^rs,  and  we  could  compel  them  to  serve  in  our 
national  ships.  This  then  is  the  doctrine  of  im- 
pressn^ent  in  its  fullest  extent.  Yon  restrain  the 
citizen  in  his  movements,  and  compel  him  to 
serve  on  your  vessels  of  war;  Make  a  pretext  for 
war,  and  every  pooi*  man  in  the  country  would 
be  in  danger  of  outrage  to  his  person,  and  com- 

Selled  to  leave  his  wife,  his  children,  and'  sacred 
ome,  to  serve  in  your  vessels  of  war.  Mention 
is  made  of  the  martial  spirit  of  our  citizens,  and 
the  gallant  spirit  of  our  naval  officers^  No  man 
can  appreciate  their  bravey  more  than  I  do.  The 
attack  upon  Tripoli,  crowned  the  American  offi- 
cers and  seamen  with  as  moth  glory  and  hoi^or 
as  any  battle  or  sea-fight  that  we  read  of  in  an- 
cient or  modern  history.'  They  contended  with 
uneciual  forces;  they  grappled  With  the  enemy 
at  his  own  door  with  unequal  numbers,  and  they 
conquered.  ^ 

But, sir,  these  glorious  conflicts gaTe usa aame, 
and  immortalize  those  who  are  the  actors  in  the 
scene,  wfthont  being  connected  wUh  the  real  | 


'happiness  or  prosperity  of  tke^  nation.  I  iMre 
traced,  ia  the  pages  of  history,  Lord  Nelson,  the 
British  Admiral,  to  the  Nile.  I  see  him  crowDed 
with  ^ev^-fad ins  laurels,  in  the  engagement  off 
Aboukir ;  I  see  him  ride  into  the  Baltie,  and,  bf 
prodigies  of  valor,  reducife  the  Danes  to  sabmts* 
sion;  I  see  him  off  Trafalgar,  where  he  died  in 
the  arms  of  Victory.  But  notwithstanding  these 
achievements,  I  see  the  national  debt  of  fiDglattd 
increase ;  I  see  alt  EAgland  stril  under  her  lotd 
of  taxes ;  I  see  the  common  people  unhappy  and 
oppressed:  I  wish  to  confine  onr  gallant  officers 
to  the  defencevof-our  maritime  frontier.  In  war 
we  shall  have  enough  for  them  to  do.  I  wish 
such  men  as  Rogers,  Decatur^  Gordon,  and  the 
rest  pf  our  officei^s  who  are  ready  to  devote  their 
lives  to  the  service  of  their  country,  kept  near  us, 
and  not  sent  to  distant  seas  to  fight  the  battle  of 
the  Nile,  or  storm  Qibraltar. 

I  shall  conclude  with  remarkiag,  that  I  have 
endeavored  to  prove  in  thB  course  of  my  remarks 
that  this  is  an  unfavorable,  moment  to  agitate  this 
question.  That  the  sentiments  of  the  people  are 
against  such  a  system,  and  that  ancient ttnd  mod- 
ern history  do  not  furnish  arguments  in  favor  of 
a  naval  power;  hut  that  navies  have  beenatid 
always  will  be  en^nes  of  power,  and  employed 
iti  pfojecfts  of  ambition  and  war;  that  the  conse- 
quences of  a  navjr  are  perpetual  internal  taxes 
and  a  public  debt ;  the  incapacity  of  the  nalioa 
to  support  a  great  navy,  and  its  tendency  to  draw 
the  hand  of  proteciion  from  the  righu  of  the 
people  at  home ;  and  that  navabforceshave  nem 
been  and  never  will  be  confined  to  the  protecticm 
of  commerce,  but  will  be  engaged  in  plunder  and 
constant  violkttoits  of  the  laws  of  nations;  aad. 
lastly,  that  commerce  has  had  its  share  of  protec- 
tion, and  that  the  war  we  are  about  to  wage  is 
fyrincipally  for  the  violations  of  our  neutral  rights 
upon  the  ocean. 

Mr.  LqwniSes. — Mr.  Speaker,  in  one  opiaioo, 
expressed  by  the  hoiorable  gentleman  last  of] 
(Mr.  JofiKSON,)  I  can  concur.  The  Consdtutioo 
was  not  formed  for  the  exclusive  protection  of 
commerce,  but  for  the  defence  of  all  the  interests 
of  the  United  States.  These  are  to  be  protected 
by  the  whole  force  of  the  if&tlon.  If  he  bad  ad- 
hered throughout  his  speech  w  this  opinion,  the 
question  would  have  been  narrowed  to  the4oqoi' 
ry.  by  what  means  shall  commerce  be  protected? 
He  has  asserted  the  adequacy  to  this  purpose  of 
the  naval  force  whieh  we  now  possess.  This  is, 
indeed,  a  different  view  of  the  subject  from  that 
which  was  taken  by  his  honorable -colleague.  We 
were  told  but  yesterday,  that  the  undivided  exe^ 
lions  of  the  United  States  could  not  give  them  a 
navy  large  enuugh  to  be  usefuL  To^ay  tftc  five 
frigates  which  we  have  in  eomlBQission  are -thought 
sufficient,  if  properly  employed,  to  redress  all  out 
injuries.  The  death  of  Pierce  might  have  been 
revenged)  and  the  disgrace  of  the  Chesapeake 
obliterated,  if  these  five  frigates  had  been  sent  a 
cruising.  We  did  not  want  force,  hot  spirit  to 
employ  it.  Can  it  be  necessary  gr&rely  to  answer 
these  assertions  ?  May  1  no^  trust  their  coafota- 
tion  to  •that  general  knowledge  «f  the  svlject 
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wliieh  erer^  member  of  rlie  Hoase  poetesses? 
Mast  we  inqaire  what  Dumber  of  British  vesw^ 
have  beenlutely  stationed  Dear  oar  eoast,or  ^bat 
greater  Dumber  it  is  in  the  power  of  England  to 
ttattOD  there  ?  My  bonorai»le  friend  from  Penn- 
svlfBoia  has  prodaced  a  paper  (not  exactly  for. 
this  porpose)  which  he  will  allow  me  to  make 
use  of.  It  states  that,  in  Jnly,  1811,  the  English 
bad  at  Halifax,  Newfoundland,  dsc.,  three  ships- 
of-the-ltne,  one  fifcy-gun  ship,  and  fire  frigsites— 
in  the  West  Indies,  two  ships-of-the-line.one  fifty- 
^D  ship. and  nineteen  frigates.  I shallsay  noch- 
log  of  their  smaller  rassels ;  bat  a  few  weeks 
wonid  hare  sufficed  to  ha?0  brought  these  thirty- 
one  ships  of  war  to  any  part  of  our  coast  which 
Boglaod  might  hare  chosen  to  annoy.  Now,  does 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  mean  to' sny  that 
our  fife  frigates  were  competent  to  the  attack  of 
such  a  force  as  this?  He  does  bot  say  this,  ^ut 
be  does  say  that  oar  coasu  are  to  be  protect^, 
and  the  resseis  of  our  enemies  driven  beyond 
the  Qnlf  Stream*  How?  Not  by  our  present 
force.  What  other  mode,  then,  would  heem- 
i  ploy  1  We  have. no  unreasonable  partiality  for  a 
navy.  We  indeed,  wished  to  possess  one,  4>ee«use 
we  thought  that  it  furnished  the  most  natural  and 
I  praetieable  method  of  defending  those  seas  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  himself  determined  to 
I  defend.  Our  means  he  will  not  adopt.  Let  him 
I  till  OS,  then,  what  other  method  he  would  resort 
t(K  Let  him  explain  his  project.  We  Will  lis- 
ten to  it  with  abe  anxious  wish  that  it  may  offer 
tome  bjBtter  iostraments  than  ships  for  maritime 
defonee. 

I  cannot  soppose^bat  the  eaual  from  Maine  to 
Oeofgia,  formed  a  part  of  this  project.  It  would 
not  drive  the  enemy  beyond  the  GFolf  Streaim  It 
woild  not  protect  our  seamen  in  their  employ- 
neats.  It  woold  not  give  them^  employment. 
Bat,  does  the  gentleman  believe  that,  in-respeet 
to  the  general  in  tercets  of  the  eountry,  this  canal 
with  all  its  apparatus,  its  tewing  paths  and  mules, 
would  be  a  At  substitute  for  the  sea,  which  brings 
oor  most  distant  ports  ii»to  one  neighborhood  ?  A 
eonversatioa  with  any  merchant  of  Boston  or 
New  York  would  abate,  I  believe,  the  confidence 
even  of  its  author,  in  the  utility  of  his  substitute. 
But,  although  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  is  deternoined  to  defend  commerce  by 
some  method  which  hewtH  not  folly  disclose,  his 
uiliuiietits,  like  those  of  my  honorable  friend 
uomPenoaylvania,  appeared  designed  to  show 
that  oonmetce  wa»not  worth  defendingr  After 
^e  full  discussion  of  this  subject,  produced  ty 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  {tela- 
tioos^  and  the  debates,  at  every  stase  of  the  bill 
,  for  raising  an  additional  army,  the  House  miffht 
have  supposed  tha.t  this  question-was  at  last  dis- 
nissed.  I  hope,  however,  to  be  exoused  for  re- 
Barking  that  both  these  gentlemen  have  consid- 
ered the  profits  of  commerce  as  confined  tq  the 
merehant.  They  have  forgotten  that  commerce 
implies  an  exchange  of  commodities,  in  Which 
the  merchant  is  only  an  intermediate  agen^.  He 
^rives,  indeed,  a  profit  from  the  transaction — 
botaa  most  theseUer  and  tha  buyer,  the  growar 


and  the  constrmer,  or  -they  would  not  engage  in 
it.  So  must  all  those  who  are  supported  by  their 
own  industry  in  commercial  cities — the  clerk,  the 
artisan,  the  coihmon  laborer.  But  my  honorable 
friend «from  Pennsylvania  says  that  mr,  Pift  esti- 
mated the  profits  of  commerce  in  England  at 
only  twelve  millions  for  a  year,  in  which  the 
naval  expense  was  fourteen  or  sixteen  millions. 
I  suppose  this  estimate  to  have  been  made  in  re- 
iation  to  the  income  tax,  and  it  obyiously  must 
have  referred  only  to  the  profits  of  merchants. 
The  profits  of  merchants  may  be  computed,  but 
no  sober  financier  would  attempt  to  compute  the 
entire  profits  of  eom'merce.  If  it  be  desirable  to 
form,  not,  indeed,  an  estimate,  bat  some  concept 
tion  of  its  importance,  let  my  honorable  friend 
compute  the  value  of  New  York,  where  a  few 
square  feet  of  land  are  an  estate,  and  then  com« 
pare  it  with  the  value  of  ithe  saihe  extent  of 
ground  for  the  purposes  of  the  plough.  But,  is  it  ^ 
in  this  naticm,  and  at  this  time,  that  it  can  be  sup- 
posed tb4t  the  profits  of  commerce  are*  confined 
to'the  merchant  ?  Your  trade,  was.  a  few  years 
agO)  unrestratued  and  flourishing^did  it  nptenrich 
the  most  distant  parts  of  your  country  ?  It  has 
since  been  plundered  and  confined.  Does  not  the 
industry  of  the  country  languish  ?  Is  not  the  in- 
come of  every  mafi  im|)aired  ?  If  commerce  wece 
destroved,  the  mercantile  dasa,  indeed,  could  ex- 
ist  no  longer;  but  the  merchant,  the  rich  capital** 
ist,  at  least,  would  individually  sufier  less  than 
any  other  part  of  the  community,  because,  vrhile 
their  property  would  become  unproductive,  the 
value  of  money  would  rise  rather  than  fall.  . 

The  value  of  commerce,  then,  has  been  strange^ 
ly  misunderstood  by  ihese  gentleman,  who  sup- 
pose that  they  have  ^atictilated  it  so  very  accu- 
rately. But,  whatever  may  be  its  value,  yoa 
have  already  determined  to  defend  ih  Consider- 
atidAs  of  expend  areuot,  indeed,  t0  be  neglected. 
We  must  emplov,  in  .the  prosecution  of  the  war, 
the  (Cheapest  and  most  efldcacious  instruments  of 
hostility  which  we  can*  obtain.  But  the  arffU" 
ment»  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  are,  iilmost  all  of  them,  directed  against  the 
war  rather  than  the  Navy.  It  would  be  absurd, 
say  they,  to  protect  commerce  by  a  navyi  whic|v 
shottkl  oosi  more  than,  that  commerce  is  worth. 
It  must  yet  be  ihpre  absurd,  then,  to  protect  it  by 
an  Army  which  costs  much  naore  than  the  Navv. 
la  the  comparison  of  the  expenses  and  of4he  em^ 
oiency  ofai»army  and  navy,  instituted  by  my  col* 
league,  thefre  is  nothjng  invhiious.  Th^  Army  is 
acknowieclged  to  be  nenessarv.  It  has  had  our 
votes.  But,  from  the  acknowledged  propriety  of 
raising  the  Army,  was  fairly  inferred  the  propri- 
ety of  empfoyiDga  navy,  if  it  should  be  ptrovedto 
be  less  expensive  in  proportion  to  its  probable  ef- 
ficacy. War,  and  all  its  operations  and  all  ita 
instruments,  must  be  expensive.  -  It  is  diflicult.to 
determine  upon  the  expediency- of  employing  any 
of  these  instruments,  except  by  comparing  it  with 
some  pth^r.  To  compute  the  result  of  this  com* 
parifion,.  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  must  show,  not  that  it  is  more  expensive  to 
maintain  aoavy  than  to  be  without  one— ^oot  that 
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it  is  more  expensife  to  go  to  war  than  to  remain 
at  peaee,  (these  propositions  they,  perhaps,  have 
proved,)  but  that  the  objects  proposed  to  be  at- 
tained by  the  Navy  may  be  better  or  OAore  cheap- 
ly attained  in  some  other  way«  Mv  hoiMrable 
friend  from  Pennsylvania,  then,  in^  determining 
not  to  follow  my  colleagae  in  the  investigation  of 
the  comparative  expense  of  diierent  kinds  of 
force,  must  have -determined  to  avoid  the  t>est, 
and, -indeed,  the  only  method  of>  examination 
from  which  a  just  conclusion  could  be  deduced. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  employed 
an  argument  or  an  assertion,  which  I  know  not 
how  to  answer,  because  I  know  not  whether  I 
correctly  understood  it.  A  navy,  says  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  cannot^rotect  commerce.  It 
never  has  protected  it.  Why  he  should  suppose 
that  it  cannot,  I  am  unable  to  conjecture.  That 
it  has  not,  is'  a  strange  assertion  ip  a  War  in  which 
'  the  merchant  ships  of  one  belligerent  are  spread 
over  every  sea^  and  month  after  month  passes 
away  without  our  hearing  of  a  captu/e  by  the 
other.  But,  can  the  honorable  gentleman  mean 
that,  if  England  were  without  a  navy,  her  ves^ 
seis  would  be  as  safe  from  capture  as  they  now 
are  ?  lyould  the  price  of  insurance  be  exactly 
the  same?  Would  the  French  fleets  pass  as  much 
of  their  tioM  in  port  ? 

Mr.  Johnson  explained.  He  had  not  said  that 
a  navy  could  not  protect  commerce,  but  that  it 
was  usually  employed  rather  as  an  instrument  of 
power  than  of  defence.  —     ' 

Mr.  Lowndes  continued.-  Then  the  objection 
to  a  navy  is,  that  it  gives  indeed  a  powerwhich 
may  be  used  for  the  best  purpose^  of  oqr  nattoAal 
association,  but  which  may  also  be  abused.  Is  not 
this  the  nature  of  all  national  power  9  The  secu- 
rity against  that  ambition  in  otir  rulers  which 
would  involve  t^eir  country  in  wanton  war,  most 
be  derived  from  the  strength  of  the  Constttuti^o, 
and  not  from  the  weakness  of  the  .nation.  The 
interest  of  the  people' can  never  he  promoted  by 
unnecessary  Wars,  and  the  frequency  of  our  elec- 
tions will  not  allow  that  interest  to  he  long  ne«> 
glected.  It  would  hardly  be  wise,  then^to  render 
the  country  weak  by  way  of  preventing  it  from 
becokiiqg  ambitious  and  tyrannical.    . 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken tocky,  how- 
efver,  who  spoke  yesterday,  o£fe>ed  objections  to  a 
navy,  which,  if  they  were  well  founded,  would 
supersede  all  further  reasoning,  and  calculation. 
He  opposes  a  navy  now-^he  will  oj^posfe  it  for- 
ever. It  Would  prodnce  no  possible  good  and  all 
possible  evil.  It  would  infallibly  destroy  the  Con- 
stitution. Will  the  honorable  gentleman  tell  «s 
why?  how  ?  He  sees  the  danger  clearly  ?  Will 
he  explain  it  7  An  imbitious  General  might  cor- 
rupt his  army,  and  seize  the  Capitol^but  will  an 
Admiral  reduce  us  to  subjection  by  bringing  his 
ships  up  the  Potomac  1  The  strongest  lecom- 
mendatioQ  of  a  navy  in  free  €k>vernments  has 
hitherto  been  supposed  to  be  that  it  was  capable 
of  defending  but  not  of  enslaving  its  country. 
The  honorable  genlle^ian  has  discovered  tha( 
this  is  a  vulgar  error^  A  navy  is  really  much 
more  dangerous  than  an  army  to  public  liberty. 


He  voted  for  the  army  and  expressed  no  feaii  for 
the  Constitution.  But  a  navy  would  io&lUbl)r 
terminate  in  aristocracy  and  monarchy.  All  thii 
may  be  very  true.  But  are  we  unreasoDahlc  ii 
ex  Noting,  before  we  ^ve  up  the  old  opinioo,to 
hear  some  argument  in  favor  of  the  newoae? 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  asserted  his  propo* 
.sitions  very  distinctly.  We  complain  only  tiiat 
he  has  not  proved  them. 

Yet  there  i«  a  view  in  which  thisqoestioD  of  a 
navy  is,  indeed,  closely  connected  with  the  Coa* 
stitotioai  That  Constitution  was  formed  by  the 
union  of  independent  States,  that  the  strength  of 
the  whole  might  be  employed  for  the  protectioa 
of  every  part.  The  States  were  not  igaoraat  of 
the  value  of  those  rights  which  they  surrendered 
to -the  General  Government,  but  they  expected  a 
com^nsatibn  for  their  relinquishment  io  tht  iD' 
creased  power  which  would  be  employed  for  their 
defence.  Suppose  this  expectation  disappoiated 
—suppose  the  harbor  of  New  York  blockaded  by 
two  seventy-fou rs  ?  "f  he  commerce  of  that  city, 
which  exists  only  by  commerce, destroyed?  The 
protection  of.  the  Ckneral  Government  claimed? 
Your  whole  navy  could  not  drive  these  English 
seventy-fours  fVom  their  station^  Would  the 
brave  .andrenterprisiuj^  people  of  New  York  coo- 
sent  to  see  their  capital  emptied  t>f  its  iniiabil- 
ants^and  their  whole  country  bq^gared  by  socoa- 
temptible  a  force  ?  Their  own  exertions  woold 
raise  a  fleet  which  would  driv«ofi' the  enemy  and 
reittore  their  city  to. its  owners.-   But  wbenasia- 

tle  State  shall  find  herself  able  to  raise  a  greater 
eet  than  the  General  Government  can  or  will 
employ  for,  her  defence,  can  it  be  expected  that 
she  shall  consider  that  Government  as  esseotiai 
to  her  safety-^as  entitled  to  her  obedience  1  I 
repeat  thatihe  Federal  Constitution  was  instito* 
ted  by  the  States,  that  the  strength  of  the  whole 
might  be  combined  for  the  protection  of  any  part 
which  should  be  attacked.  « But  what  is  the  aa- 
ture  of  the^efenoe  which  one  of  our  laive  Stales 
may, be  supposed  interested  to  obtain  froth  the 
General  Goviernment?  Is  it  a.laad  force?  We 
can  scarcely  -expect  an  attack  on  land^  to-  repel 
which  the  militia  of  New  York  orMassachusem 
would  be- unequal.  Were  either  of  these  States 
atucked,  the  General  Gtoverninent  would  pro- 
tect her  by  ordering  out  her  own  militia..  To 
render  Uie  union  permanent,  you  must  render  it 
the  interest.oir  all  the  States,  the  large  as  wellai 
the  small,  to  maintain  it  ;*  you  mnst  show  thea 
that-it  will  provide,  not  an  army  which- they  eu 
have  without  it,  but  what  without  it  th^y  canoot 
have — an  adequate  navy. 

The  honorahle  gentleman  who  antieipates  the 
destruction  of  the  Constitution,  Unless  we  shall 
neglect  one  of  the  great  interests  which  it  wai 
intended  to  protect,  considers  the  English  Orden 
in-  Council  as  leaving  our  institutions  firm  aad 
untouched.  Regulation&the  eSset  ofwhieii.it  to 
give  to  a  foreign  Power  tne  cotnplete  dispesitioa 
of  the  property  of  a  lai^  class  or  our  people,  are 
it  seems  in  their  political  result  innocent.  Al- 
though every  citizen  who  has  property  on  the 
oea^  beeome  dependent  on  the  Bnglnh  Miaiitry» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


889 


HISTORY  OF  CONGHUBSSL 


890 


Jandabt,  1812. 


Naval  EatablUhment. 


H.  opR. 


become  thek  sabieet,  oar  liberty  and  independence 
are  (we  are  told)  unimpaired.  Bat  let  a  nayy  be 
rtdsed— let  the  Governihent  wbieh  expects  obe- 
dience provide  prote<5tion,  and  tbe  Constitution 
perishes  ! 

Bat  we  bare  been  referred  partteularlv  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  Pennsylvania  lo  the  6xpe- 
rieoce  of  the  world,  as  having  already  decided 
the  question  which  we  are  now  discussing;  It 
teems  that  Venice  and  G^noa,  and  every  other 
naval  Power  which  can  be  named^  have  all  fur- 
lished  abundant  proof  of  the  ruinous  efibcts  which 
svcbaforee  is  calculated  to -produce.  Sir,  the 
assertion  is  new.  I  do  not  pretend  to  an  intimate 
aeqaaiatance  with  the  histories  of  those  nations, 
bat  I  have  hitherto  believed  that  the  Ifirst  great 
shock  which  the  power  of  Venice  received,  was 
given  by  the  League  of  Cambray — a  league  form- 
ed to  repress  her  ambition,  not  of  maritime,  but 
of  territorial  aggrandizement.  But,  whilst  Ven- 
ice has  lost  her  independence,  after  maintaining, 
it  for  ^7e  or  six  centuries,  ma,y  I  ask  my  honora- 
ble fuend  whether  the  States  of  Italy,  which  were 
never  oppressed  by  fleets,  had  enjoyed  a  longer 
term  of  prosperity  and  freedom  7  As  to  Genoa — 
ber  naval  power,  her  independeftee  and  glory, 
roseand  sunk' with  the  same  man — Doria.  But 
Holland,  says  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  af- 
fords an  example  of  a  nation,  whose  commence 
flourished  greatly  before  it  had  ia  navy^  and  de- 
cayed whue  her  navy  continued  powerful.  If 
there  ever  were  a  people,  whose  naval  power  hks 
been  employed  to  protect  and  almost  to  create 
their  commerce,  it  is  the  Dutch.  Thev  fought 
tbeir  way  at  the  same  time  to  trad^  in  the  Bast 
Indiesand  America, and  to  national  independence 
in  Europe.  The  decay  of  their  trade  is  to  he  at- 
tributed tc^  the.  development  of*  the  resources  of 
other  nations ;  to  the  navigation  act  of  England-; 
tnd  the  similar  measures  adopted  by  other  Pow- 
ers. As  to  France-^the  period  of  her  ^r^test 
financial. prosperity  probably  coincidef^  with  that 
of  her  greatest  naval  power;  both  were  dtfe  to 
tbe  administration  of  Colbert.  But  the  evils  of 
a  navy  (gentlemen  tell  us)  have  been  concentra- 
ted ia  the  ease  of  England.  With  all  ber  fleets 
sbeis  destined  soon  to  lose  her  independence.  The 
expense  of  those  fleets  has  crushed  the  imlustry 
(^  her  subjeets,  and  must  «oon  reduce  her  to  na- 
tional banKruptcy.  Let  Us  suppose  that  thes< 
gentlemen,  who  £ave  been  so  much  mistaken  in 
regard  to  the  past,  may  be  more  accurate  iir  their 
narrative  of  the  future.  Still  England  will  have 
owed  to  her  fleets  her  redemption  from  invasioi» 
for  ages  past.  While  every  other  considerable 
ottioa  of  JBarope  has  been  bankrupt  over.and  over 
again,  she  is  not  yet  bankrupt.  While  nearly 
every  other  Government  of  Europe  has  been  over- 
set, hers  yet  rides  out  the  storm.  Should  Eng- 
laad  fall  to-morrow,  it  should  seem  impossible  to 
deny  that  her  navy  will  have  prolonged  her  inde- 
pendence for  at  least  two  centuries. 

But  it  is  said  that  our  resources  do  not  enable 
Q8  to  maintain  a  navy  powerful  enough  to  be  of 
tpy  advantage  in  a  war  v^ith  England.  I  fe^l  no 
<lii^^tioD,  sir,  to  disguise  tbe  difficulties  of  the 


questtion.  '  The  proposition  of  my  honorable  col* 
league  was,  that  the  resources  of  the  nation  are 
sufficient  to  enable  it  to  support  a  naval  force  by 
which,  ih  the  present  state  of  Europe,  we  ^may 
reasonably  .expect  to  maintain  a  superiority  in  the 
American  seas.  In  this  opinion  I  fully  concur. 
I  believe, that  the  smaller  force  Which  has  been 
mentioned  (twelve  seventy-fours  and  twenty 
frigates)  would  probably  be  adequate  ta  this  ob- 
jecl.  But,  before  I  say  anything  of  its  adequacy; 
I  miKt  notice  the  calculations  by  which  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  Pennsylvania  has  attempted 
to  show  that  such  a  fleet  cannot  be  supported.  My 
honorable  friend  stated,  with  unquestionable  ac- 
curacy, the  present  expense  of  our  navy,  accord- 
in|^  to  the  Secretary's  estimate.*  He  divided  this 
sum  by  the  number  of  jg^uns,  and  applied  this  r$te 
of  expense  to  thie  estimate  of  a  fleet  of  seventy^i 
fours  and  frigates.  I  have  not  attempted  to  &> 
through  his  calculations.  Bert,  if  the  figuring  be 
right,  the  answer  must  be  wrong.  The  principle 
ofthe  calculation  is  erroneous.  A  gun  in  a  ffun* 
boat  is  supposed  by.  the  Secretary  16  cost  about 
$12,000  a  year,  in  a'frigate  about  $4,000.  This 
may  not  be  the  true  expense,  but  there  seems  no 
reason  to  doubt  its  being  pretty  nearly  the  pro- 
portional expense.  If  therefore  we  compute  the 
expense  of  a  fleet  of  frigates  from  that  of  a  fleet  of 
gunboats,  the  estimate  would  very  evidently  be 
three  times  as  |reat  as  the  teal  jfcipens'e.  [Mr. 
SETBfiRT  explained.  His  calculations  had  not 
been  founded  on  the  expense  of  a  fleet  of  gun- 
boats, but  on  the'Secreiary's  estimate  fqr  the  ex- 
pense ofthe  present  year,  which  jjrovidesfo?  keep- 
ing in  service  only  sixty-three  cunboats.] 

I  never  hear  my  honorahle  friend,  sir,  without 
pleasure ;  hut  1  have  certainly  heard  him  without 
Convi<ftion.  He  has  mistaken  the  answer  which 
has  been  given  to  his  calctilations.  It  islhis — ^an 
estimate  of  the  expenses  -of  frigates  founded  on 
the  expense  of  gunboats,  would  be  wrong ;  be- 
cause a  gun  in  the  one  costs  three  times  as  much 
as 'in  the  other.  An  estimate  therefore  of  the 
expense-  of  a  fleet  consisting  entl^rely  of  frigates, 
or  larger  vessels,  (bunded  on  the  expense  of  a  fleet 
composed  partly  of  frigates  and  partly  of  gun- 
boats, must  also  be  wrong.  If  the  number  of 
gunboats  be  very  small,  and  their  expense  in 
proportion  to  that  of  the  lar^r  vessels,  trifling, 
the  erpor  in  the  calculation  wril  be  unimportant. 
But  iHiluckily  this  is  not  the  case  in  the  calcula- 
tion of  my  honorable  friend.  The  expense  of  thtf 
gunboats  ih  the  estimate  alluded  to  is  one-third  of 
the  expense  of  the  whole  Naval  Establish mebt. 

My  honorable  coUeaguejhas  calculated  the  ex- 
pense of  building  and  maintaining  a  navy  of  Id 
ships-of-thevline  and  20  frigates,  aad  has  explain- 
ed the  principles  on  which  his  calculations  hav« 
been  founded.  The  estimate  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Pennsylvania  can  hardly  be  consicKred,  after 
the  error  which  has  been  remarked,  as  impugning 
those  calculations.  I  have  not  myself  Attempted 
to  estimate  the  probable  expense  of  maintaining 
12  «hipt-of-the-hne  and  20  frigates  with  any  pre- 
cision, but  I  cannot  doubt  the  fairness  of  tbe  rule 
which  deduces  it  from  the  expense  of  such  a  faf«t 


Digitized  by 


Google 


891 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


H.  OP.  E. 


NfivcU  Establishment. 


January,  1812. 


to  EofflaDd.  This  is  the  rule  which  I  ooderstood 
my  colleague  to  have  employed.  It  has  not  beeo 
disputed  io  debate;  it  has  been  ia  cooversatioD. 
Many  gentleman  have  objected  to  ao  estimate  of 
the  expeosea  of  a  navy  daring  war,  in  which  (as 
they  suppose)  no  allowance  is  made  for  the  pecu- 
liar  expenses  which  war  involves.  To  have  all 
our  ships  safe  at  the  end  of  the  qontest  is  observed 
to  be  rather  a  sanguine  expectation.  But  if  the 
rate  of  expense  in  the  estimate  of  my  colleague 
were  deduced  from  the  rate  of  English  expense 
during  war,  these  objections  must  oe  altogether 
groundless.    Now,  it  was  deduced  from  the  ex- 

gtnse  which  is  found  sufficient  to  maintain  the 
n^lish  Navy  in  a  state  of  unimpaired  strength 
during  war.  The  English  expense,  from  which 
it  was  inferred,  included  the  charge  of  docks  and. 
Bavy-yards,  of  the  repair  of  old  ships  |md  of  the 
buitdine  of  new  ones.  It  included  pensions  to 
their  officers,  and  even  the  support  of  the  prison- 
ers taken  from  their  enemies.  I  have  on  my  table 
a  detailed  account  of  the  English  naval  expendi- 
ture for  a  year  of  theiast  war.  The  whole  amount 
was  about  twelve  millions  and  a  half,  and  of  this 
sum  fully  four  millions  and  a  half  were  applied 
to  what  may  be  considered  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  navy.  Now,  is  there  any  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  contingent  expenses  of  our  navy, 
would  be  greater  in  proportion  Xo^  its  force  than 
this  1  And  if  not  greater^  has  not  an  allow'ance 
been  made  for  the  capture  of  son^e  of  our  ships, 
or  in  other  words  for  the  building  of  new  ones  ? 
It  is  true,  that  from  the  superiority  of  English 
sailors^  to  their  [)resenl  enemies,  England  loses 
little  l>y  capture, 'and,  it  may  be  supposed,  that 
from  the  ^greater  frequency  and  severity  of  our 
G^nfliots  when  we  shall  ba  engaged  in  war  against 
her,  our  contingent  expenses  may  l^e  sreater  in 
proportfon  to  the  number  of  our.  ships  than  hers. 
But  there  are  oiany  expenses  to  which  she  is  ne- 
<.  cessarily  subject,  ffom.^which  we  shall  be  exempt. 
I  will  instance  that  resulting  from  blockading 
squadrons,  and  that  from  repairs  in  colonial  and 
fordgn  ports.  These  can  appear  im;onsiderable 
Id  no  man  who  has  given  his  attention  in  any.  de« 
gree  to  the  subject.  Naval  men  I  believe  would 
not  contradict  me,  if  I  were  to  scate  the  expense 
of  a  ship  employed  in  a  strict  blockade,  an^  parti- 
cularly diiring  the  winter  months,  as  fully  double 
that  of  a  ship  engaged  in  ordinary  service.  In 
fact,  England  finds  the  expense  too  great  Cox  ker 
finances,  and  has  been  obllffed,  in  some  measure, 
to  give  up  the  practice.  The  other  article  of  ex^ 
pendituroto  which  I  have  referred,  I  shall  not  at* 
tempt  to  estimate  wit^  aoy  precision.  It  must, 
bowever,  be  obvious,  to  every  man.  that  the  ships 
of  war  of  England  must  frequeiitly,  be  repaired 
and  refitted  in  distant  countries.  In  theso  the 
most  scrupulous  fidelity  and  economy  on  the  part 
of  her  officers,  caanot  prevent  the  expense  from 
being  frequently  extravagant.  The  inost  saluta- 
ry regulations  and  most  provident  instructions  on 
tne  part  of  the  Adnoinistration  at  home  cannot 
prevent  her  officers  from  bein^  sometimes  careless 
and  fraudulent.  I  recollect  an  instanoe  of  the  enOr- 
BMNis  expense  IsiYoLved  in  this  distant  services  re- 


quired from  the  British  Navy,  which  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  state  with  accuracy,  but  in  which  I  ^ope 
not  to  be  substantially  wrong.  Sir  Home  Pop- 
ham  (a  distinguished  officer  in  the  English  Ntr 
vy)  had  unaer  his  command  in  the  last  war  two 
or  three  frigate^  in  the  East  Indies.  They  had 
left  England  in  good  condition,  and  their  repain 
for  two  or  three  years,  and  the  supply  of  the  di^ 
ferent  articles  of  equipment  which  they  ocea&ion- 
ally  required,  exceeded,  I  believe,  the  prime  cost 
of  the  vessels  themselves.  These  two  items  of 
expenditure,  blockading  squadrons,  and  repairs  in 
distant  countries  (to  neither  of  which  an  Ameri* 
can  Navy  would  be  liable)  will  be  acknowledged, 
I  think,  to  justify  tho  conclusion,  that  the  coniis- 
gent  expeiises  of  the  English  Navy  mu&t  be  ti 
^reat  in  proportion  to  iu  force  as  ours  would  be 
m  war-r-and  th^refora  that  the  rule  employed  is 
the  calculations  of  mr  colleague  was  correct 

But  our  resources  for  the  equipment  of  a  aary 
appear  to  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  as  depcient  in  respect  to  men  and  mooey. 
Sailors  in  this  country  cannot  be  obtained  ii)  saf* 
ficient  numbers  without  impressment.  It  is  not 
necessary,  sir,  to  inquire  whether  for  the  defence 
of  their  peculiifV  rights  the  services  of  a  marine 
militia  may  not  be  required.  There  is  no  reason 
to  doubt  our  being  able  to  procure  the  voluntiry 
services,  of  our  seamen.  If  we  shall  at  any  time 
be  engaged  in  a*  war  (like  that  with  France  ia 
1798)  wbjch  shall  leave  the  greater  part  of  oar 
trade  unaffected,  the  wages  of  sailors  will,  indeed, 
be  high,  but  the  number  required  will  be  small 
and  the  Govern'ment  can  a  fiord  high  wages.  In 
a  war  of  a  different  character — aftainst  a  nation 
powerful  at  siea — your  sailors  will  be  thrown  ont 
of  employment  and  their  wages  will  be  necessari- 
ly low.  But  g[eDllemen  object  to  (his  reasoning 
on  the  supposition  that  in  such  a  case  our  sailors 
would  all  engage  in  privateers.  The  notion  tbtt 
in  any  war  there  wiirbe  a  demand  in  this  coon- 
try  for  more  thap  thirty  thousand  sailors  fo^.pri- 
vatecre  is  surely  an  extravagant  one.  But  it  bw 
been  shown  by  my  colleague  that  in  a  war  wbieb 
should  diminish  our  trade  by  one-half,  (and  a  war 
requiring  any  great  naval  exi^rtiou  would  neces* 
sarily  do  (,his,)  thirty  or  fprty  thousand,  seamen 
may  be  employed  ia  privateers,  and  a  sufficient 
number  would  romai»for  your  public  ships.  Bii 
are  not  your  privateers  as  much  a  part  of  (be  ni- 
val force  .of  the  nation  as  your  abips  of  war?  h 
has  been  said,  indeed,  that  they  are  the  morease 
fol  part.  Now,  if  the  Government  should  beliere 
(wbat  neither  sober  reflection  jiar  the  experience 
of  other  nations  can  permit  i^  to  doubt)  that  tbis 
part  of  your  force  cannot  be  m  any  great  degree 
serviceable  .unless  supported  by  a  fleet— then  sore- 
ly a  limitation  to  its  extent,  which  would  be  ne- 
cessary even  to  the  interest  of  its  owaets,  cannot 
fairly  be  objected  W.  The  law  just  passed  for 
raising  twenty-five  thousand  men,  provide^  j 
ihiok,  for  only  one  regiment  of  cavalry.  Naw,it 
is  very  possible  that  a  much  larger  proportion  of 
the  twenty-five  thousand  men  than  eaa  be  accom- 
modated in  this  regiment,  may  choose  to  go  lo 
Canada  on  horsebadt*    They  miist  be  disappoint- 
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ed,  and  either  not  go  into  the  ann^  at  all,  or  go 
iDto  the  service  which  they  least  desire.  No  man 
has  hitherto  denounced  the  act  as  on  this  account 
tyrannical  and  oppressive.  Yet  this  case  seems 
to  me  a  true  parallel  to  the  other.  In  the  naval, 
as  io  the  military  service,  the  interest  of  the  couti- 
try  requires  the  eno-ployment  of  different  sorts  of 
force ;  arid  the  object  may  be  attained  with  equal 
fairness  in  both  services  by  limiting  "the  amount 
of  the  favorite  force. 

But  why  should*  we  speculate  loosely  on  a  sub- 
ject on  which  we  have  already  had  some  e^eri- 
ence?  We  have  now,  I  brieve,  as  many  seamen 
as  soldiers  in  our  service.  Have  we  fotind  more 
difficulty  in  procuring  them?  An  addition  to  the 
army  has  become  necessary;  and  even  with  the 
unexampled  bounty  which  has  been  offered,  tl^ere 
are  men  who  doubt  whether  the  enlistment  will 
be  very  soon  completed.  Without  any  bounty,  I 
have  been  informed,  that  the  numbe^  of  seam^en 
io  our  service  n^ay  be  greatly  increased.  Is  this 
not  a  practical  decision  of  the  question  ?  An  ap- 
plication to  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the 
Navy,  willj  lam  sure,  confirm  it. 

But  the  great  difficulty  in  the  subject  before 
the  Committee,  consists  in  th«  question  as  to  the 
adequacy  of  the  force  which  has  been  mentioned. 
I  have  said  that  1  believe  (wJth  my  colleague,) 
that  in  the  present  slate  of  feurope,  twelve  seven- 
ty-fours and  twenty  frigates  may  reasonably  be 
expected  to  give  us  the  command  of  the  Ameri- 
can seas.  I  do  not  mean  that  they  would  prevent 
English  vessels  from  ever  appearing  off  our  coast ; 
but  they  would  prevent  their  maintaining  aperma- 
nept  station  thexe — they  could  prevent  their  block- 
ading our  harbors*  What  force  niust  England 
maintain  in  order  to  blockade  ports  on  this  side 
the  Atlantic?  It  has  been  said  a  forore  at  Jeast 
triple  that  which  is  blockaded.  This  opinion 
(which  is  supported  by  high  profe^onal  authori- 
ty) has  been  supposed  to  rest  on  tne  neceaisity  of 
jhat  may  fee  called  a  double  relief  of.  vessels. 
But,  without  expressing  any  opinion  in. regard  to 
this  argument,  it  is.  f  think^  sufficiently  clear 
without  it,  that  fingland^ in  order  to  blockade  our 
fleet,  must  maiiitain  thPee  ships  for  one.  The  ac- 
cidents to  which  a  blockading  squadron  on  our 
coast  must  be  always  liable — the  probability  of  its 
b€ing  scattered — of  one  of  its  vessels  being  dis- 
masted, and  obliged  to  ^o  for  repair,  to  some  dis- 
tontport,  would  render  it  not  only  dangerous,  but 
desperate,  to  attempt  a  blockade  with  equal  num- 
bers j  because  equality  would  soon  cease.  It  is 
^01  to  be  presumed,  that  Elngland  would  attempt 
to  blockade  twelve  ships-of-the-line  in  American 
ports  by  fewer  than  ei^teen  of  her  ships.  Now, 
these  vessels  could  not  remain  at  sea  forever — 
they  must  be  relieved — they  must  be  repaired. 
For  this  purpose  (without  considering  the  neces- 
'ity  of  victualling  and  watering,)  eighteen  other 
ships  would  be  indispensable.  Thirty-six  ships- 
of-the-line,  then,  would  be  necessary  in  order  to 
^t  England  the  command  of  the  American  seas. 
Could  she  spare  these  ? 

To  show  that  she  could  not,  ray  colleague  has 
inentioned  the  stations  occupied  by  her  squadrons, 


and  has  asked,  which  of  these  could  be  prudently 
wee^kened?  The  conclusion  which  he  has  drawn 
from  this  induction  is  confirmed  by  the  history  of 
the  naval  actions  of  the  present  and  last  .war.  In 
Lord  Howe's  victyry,  in  Lord  St.  Vincent's,  in 
the  battle  of  the  Nile,  of  Camperdown,  of  Trafal- 
gar-^in  all  these  the  English  lorce  was  inferior  to 
that'  of  their  enemy.  Battles,  on  the  issue  of 
which  depended  the> possession  of  a  most  import- 
ant provincey-the  doraiaiqn,  perhaps,  of  the  sea-^- 
the  safety  of  th^  Sta(e,  have  been  intrusted  to 
fifteen  and  twenty  ships.  In  the  battle  off  Cape 
St,  Vincent,  the  disparity  was  fifte^en  to  twenty- 
seven.  Why,  in  these  important  actions,  did  Eng- 
land suffer  her  fleets  to  be  outnumbered?  Do  een- 
tlemeu  on  the  other  side  suppose  that  it  was  from 
a  spirit  of  chivahry— froor  A  romaiatic  valor  that 
disdained  to  calculate  the  number  of  its  enemies? 
They  do  the  English  Admiralty  great  injustice^ 
The  inferiority  was  the  result  <5f  necessity,  not 
chcace.  And  if  they  could  detach  but  thirteen 
ships-oftbe-line  to  dispiite  the  conquest  of  Egypt, 
it  should  seem  improbahle  that  they  can  spare 
thirty-six  to  dispute  the  command  of  the  Ameri- 
can seas.  At  some  future  time,  however,  some 
of  jthese  gentlemen  appear  to  think  it  possible  that 
it  may  be  wise  to  byild  a  navy.  But  what  are 
the  circumstances  whichi  can  rendejr  it  wise  lo 
bqild  one  hereafter,  and  which  ^o  not  require  it 
now  ?  Shall  we  build  one  when  we  have  all  the 
n^atdrials  and  artisans  which  are  necessary  to  its 
construction?  We  have  them  now.  Shall  we 
build  one  when  the  pumber  of  our  seamen  ena- 
bles us  to  rank  among  the  first  naval  Powers  of 
the  world  ?  In  the  number  of  our  seamen  we  are 
now  inferior  only  to  England.  But  perhaps  we 
have  no  occasion  for  a  navy ;  perhaps  we  have 
found,  that  without  one,  pur  commerce  is  every- 
where undisturbed,  and  all  the  nations  of  the 
Old  World  friendly  and  just.  There  is  scarcely 
one  whi6h  has  not  plundered  us«  We  have  now 
the  neaps.  We  now  feel  the  necessity  for  a  na- 
val force;^  the  arguments  by  which  it  is  assailed 
now  may  be  employed  as  well  at  ahy  future  time 
to  perpetuate  our  dependence  on  the  nations  of 
Europe. 

But  ihexommaod  of  the  4-m^rican  seas  could 
not,  it  is  said,  if  ^ou  had  it,  secure  your  com- 
merce. Your  ships  beyond  the  .Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  in  the  Baltic,  or  the  coast  of  France,  would 
not  he,  benefited  by  it.  It  would  secure  your  sea^ 
coast  from  being  plundered  or  ravaged.  It  would 
give  direct  protection  to  the  coasting  trade,  which 
is  acknowledged  to  be  more  important  than  any 
other.  It  would  indirectly  protect  all  your  trade 
— because  it  would  render  it  the  interest  of  every 
nation  to  respect  the  riglits  of  a  people  who  would 
not  receive  in  war  more  injury  than  they  could 
inflict. 

'  It  was  said  in  some  former  debate  (I  think  by 
the  Speaker)  that  the  true  motive  for  the  injuries 
which  England  has  done  us,  was  her  jealousy  of 
a  commercial  rival.  I  believe  this  to  be  the  gen- 
eral opinion  of  the  Committee.  But  it  is-strange 
that  thqse  who  entertain  this  opinion  should  ex- 
pect to  obtain  an  honorable  peace  without  any 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8»5 


HISTORY  OP  CONGREJSa 


896 


H.  OP  R. 


Naval  EstablhhmefU, 


January,  1812. 


nava  I  exertion.    If  Canada  be  conquered,  (as  they 
say  that  in  thb  case  it  must  never  be  restored,) 
it  is  not  easy  to  discover  any  strong  inducement 
to  peace  which  England  would  have  m  the  con- 
sideration  that  ybu  nad  got  her  colony  and  meant 
to  keep  iu    To  succeed  in  negotiation  with  a  rival 
people,  yotl  must  convince  them  that  they  will 
gain  as  much  as  you  by  the  treaty  which'  you 
propose.    To  terminate  your  war  with  England 
honorably,  you  must  show  that  she  will  lose  as 
well  as  you  by  its  continuance.    But  when  your 
whole  trade — your  foreign^  and  your  coasting 
trade,  are  destroyed,  (and  without  a  naval  force  it 
seems  to  me  that  they  must  be,)  what  argument 
would  your  most  dextrous  negotiator  employ  to 
show  that  the  loss  of  England  would  be  equal  to 
your  own  from  the  continuance  of  the  war? 
What  equivalent  would  he  oflfer  her  for  the  re- 
storation of  that  commerce  which  peaoe  would 
give  yha  ?    What  passion  or  what  interest  oo  her 
part  would  he  oppose  to  that  commercitkl  jealousy 
which  the  war  would  gratify  but  would  not  sa- 
tiate? I  know  not;  butll  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try be  employed  prudently,  economically,  vigor- 
ously, in  the  acquisition  of  a  naval  force ;  the  com- 
mand of  your  own  seas  obtained ;  our  coasting 
trade  protected ;  the  West  India  trade  of  your  en- 
emies threatened — then,  indeed,  you  may  nego- 
tiate on  equal  terms.    V ou  may  obtain  respect 
for  .your  flag  without  sending  a  nationalship  then 
in  every  -sea  of  Euro^  aiid  Asia,  and  will  be  paid 
in  return  for  the  safety  which  peace  with  you 
.  must  give  to  the  trade  of  England  #ith  her  colo- 
nies,   if  our  war  will  then  hav^  been  honorable ; 
your  peace  will  be  secure.  •  ^ 

Mr.  Law  said :  Being  in  favor  of  the  bill  nbw 

under  consideration,  I'beg  leave "^to  express  my 

"sentiments,  and  state  the  reasons  in  support  of 

my  opinion ;  and  the  only^  pledge  I  shall  offer  to 

the  House,  for  tbeir  attention,  is,  that  I  shall  not 

^  occupy  much  of  their  time. 

This  bill;  sir,  epiVaces  two  objects-^onfe  re- 
lates to  the  repairs  and  equipment  of  the  fthips  of 
the  United  States  now  out  of  service— the  other 
contemplates  the  building  of  ten  additional  frig- 
ates, and  laying  th^  foundation  of  a  new  Naval 
Establishin^nt,  The  view  which  I  entertain  of 
this  subject,  does  not  arise  from  its  connexion 
with  that  system  which  grows  out  of  what  is 
called  the  present  crisis,  or  patting  the  nation  in 
armor  fof  war,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations;  biit  from  a  cbnviction,  that, 
as  an  abstract^estion  or  maner  of  general  policy. 
I  deem  it  for  the  interest  and  security  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  begin  the  Establishmentof  a  Navy, 
to  be^perpetuated  and  extended  hereafter— and, 
because  I  believe  it  may  be  accomplished,  to  the 
extent  at  preseirt  proposed,^  from  the  ordinary 
means  w^  ought  to  possess,  without  adding  any 
new  burdens  on  the  citizens.  In  Order  to  decide 
whether  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 
we  must  examine,  and  see  how  it  is  connected 
with  the  great  and  essential  interest  of  the  coun- 
try. The  basis  of  our  national  wealth  is  agri- 
culture ;  the  real  substance  of  the  nation  is  drawn 
from  the  earth.    This  arises  from  the  great  and 


\extensive  territory  which  we  possess,  thinly  set- 
tled, low  in  price,  of  an  excellent  soil,  capable, 
from  its  fertility  and  variety  of  climes,  of  affbrd- 
iog  produce  of  every  kind,  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance.   Th^  surplus  of  all  is  wanted  in  otber 
countrjes,  where  nature  has  been  less  bouDiiful ; 
and  it  must  be  a  great  while  before  the  labor  of 
our  citizens  can  be  diverted  extensively  into  other 
channels — I  mean  manufactures.   This  is  a  condi- 
tion in  which  we  ought  to  r^oice^for  the  causes, 
which  bind  us  in  this  necessity,  are  those  wbica 
tend  to  preserve  the  morals^  the  happiness,  aad 
the  independence  of  th^  nation.    And  uotil  our 
lands  are  taken  up,  and  population  becomes  re- 
dundant, the  basis  of  our  national  wealth  must  be 
the  farming  interest.    But,  sir,  in  a  couoU'y  so 
blessed  by  nature;  where  the  inhabitants  ha?e 
the  {greatest  stimulus  to  industry,  the  fruits  of 
their  labor  secured  by  just  and  equal  laws;  where 
the'  property  cannot  be  taken  from  the  owner 
without  his  consent,  there  will  be  a  vast  surplus, 
beyond  wh&t  the  consumption  of  the  counlrf 
requires.    Hence,  commerce  springs  up  as  the 
daughter  and  handmaid  of  agriculture.    With- 
out commerce,  agriculture  would  languish.  With 
it,  wealth  is  consolidated,  and  iinlustry  promoted. 
It  diffuses  its  benign  influence,  discoverable  ia 
the  splendid  and  delightful  improvements,  which 
rejoice  the  eye  of  the  trayeller,  throughout  the 
country.    And  it  is  asjinnatural  for  the  farming 
interest  to  oppress  the  commercial,  as  it  is  for  the 
parent  to  abandon  its^fl&pring.     They  mutually 
cherish  and  support  each  other ;  and,  by  natural 
sympathy,  must  be  affected  by  the  chepb  and 
disorders  which  each  may  receive.    But  com- 
merce must  be  protected.    It  cannot  protect  itself 
against  force.    Being  carried  on  abroad  on  the 
ocean,  (f^r  I  am  speaking  of  foreign  commerce,) 
it  is  subject  to  annoyance,  intercuptioo,  and  haz- 
ard.   We  mukt  pass  the  common  highway  of 
nations  to  get  to  a  market ;  and  in  this  route,  the 
weak  and  defenceless  must,  and  always  will,  be 
the  sport  and  prey  of  the  stfongand  violent,  whom 
they  may  meet  in  ihe  way.    From  the  wretched 
state  of  those  nations  wit^  whom  we  ha?e  inter- 
course, we,  from  weakness,  must  fall  victims  to 
their  violence.  ,  This  is  an  evil  which  we  shall 
always  ^experience  as  a  neutral,  coming  in  col- 
lision wit^  belirgerents.    Shall  we  then  abandiA 
commerce,  ot  shall  we  strive  to  support  it?  It 
will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  country  to  sopporj 
it,  if  possible ;  for  if  we  abandon  it.  the  evil  will 
recoil  on  the  agricultural  part,  who,  no  longer 
than  foreifi^n  Commerce  is  supported,  can  lindt 
vent  fbr  their  surplus ;  and  without  a  vent  for 
the  surplus,  a  bar^  competency  might  be  eodan* 
cered.    Internal  commerce  would  always  fail, 
for  that,  being  but  a  stream  from  foreign  com- 
merce, must  dry  when  the  fountain  Uojn  whence 
it  issues  fails.  Enterprise  ceases,  and  langourand 
poverty  ensue.    It  is  then  for  the  interest  of  ih« 
nation  to  cherish  commerce.    But  how  can  this 
be  done?   Will  a  navy  have  this  efibct ?  I  think 
it  will.    Indeed,  if  the  little  Navy  which  was 
commenced  some  years  ago,  had  been  supported 
and  increased  as4t  ntightbUve  been  without  any 
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difficulty,  we  might,  and  id  all  probability  should, 
hire  avoided' our  present  calamities.  We  are 
now  the  defenceless  prey  of  both  France  and 
Englaod ;  deprived  of  the  common  rigEts  of  na- 
tioovaod  citizens  of  the  world.  Wi|l  it  then  be 
asked,  shall  we  not  go  to  war  and  fight  our  way  ? 
I  have  already  recorded  my  negative  on  the  {sev- 
eral questions  preparatory  to  that  step,  and  I  am 
deeidedly  against  going  to  wac  We  have  not 
the  means  necessary,  and  ansctcceSsfui  resistance 
will  only  qiake  our  condition  wofse,  I  verily 
believe,  if  this  nation  had  fostered  ottr  infant 
Navy,  from  the  time  it  was  -com'iAenced,  and 
bid  not,  by  a  strant^e  infatuation,  "abandoned  and 
neglected  it,  it  would  now  have  been  toa  itbpor- 
tant  to  be  despised,  by  either  France  or  £ng* 
land.  Our  prosperity  would  have  continued. 
Oar  strength  wonld  haYe  been  dreaded,  and  ovir 
friendship  courted  by  both  nations.  While  they 
have  been  contending  fpr  the  mastery,  we,  with 
snch  navAl  force  as  we  ought  to  have  had,  and  a 
striet  course  of- 'neutrality,  mi^ht  have  pursued  a 
lawffll  and  gainful  /trade.  We  tnight  have  had 
a  perpetual  i:e  venue  -of  si^tteen  na  ill  ions,  insftead 
01  the  pittance  tfow  received*at  the  Treasury.  I 
believe,  that  with  the  navy  we*  might  have  had, 
and  a  correct  atrict  neutral  course^  there  would 
have  been .  neither  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees, 
nor  Order*  int3ouBcil,  to  annoy  our  iawfbl  com- 
merce. 

But  it  is  now  too  late  to  retrieve  odr  past  mis 
fortunes.  We  can  only  profit  by  experience,  and' 
it  will  be  wise  to  guard  again'st  the  future.  I^et 
nsnow  lay  the  foundation  of  that  fbrce  which 
i;an  alone  prote<y  us  for  time  to  come.  It  will 
afford  a  strong  argument  >srhen  we  demand  the 
free  enjoyment  of  otir-  just  rights.  I  know  it 
cannot  be  done  in  a  day,  or  a  year.  -Bdt  we  may 
begin  to  lay  the  foundatioQr,'ahd  gradually  pra- 
^ess.  The  number  of  frigates  contemplated  by 
tbe  bill  is  moderate.  Ihave  do  idea  of*  building 
a  navy  to  eope  with  Oreat  Britain ;  but,  with 
ten  additional  frigates,  it  would  afford  great  secu- 
rity to  our  eoaat  and  shores,  which  are  now  de- 
fenceless. Partfcular  ports  and  harbors  Vnay  be 
guarded  by  fortifications,  yet  they  affiyrd  but  a 
partial  defence  for  our  extensive  seacoaatt.  *  With 
the  aid  of  such  additional  streA^h  as  tbe  bill  pro- 
poses, our  Navy  would  be  too  forijiidable,  in  the 
way  they  coold  be  brought  to  act  *t  hotne  in  de^ 
fence  of  o«»r  own  shores,  not  to  be  regarded  with 
some  degree  of  terrot  by  an  invadinff  foe,  wlio,  ta 
a»ail  us,  mast  eross  the'Atlantic,  and  fight  at'odds 
on  oor  own  waters.  This  force,  which  might  and 
ought  to  be  increased  ffradmbily  hereaAer,  with 
OQT  fortifications,  and  a  brave  militia  spread  o^ 
Vi  extensive.^ country,  ready  to  -defend  the  soil, 
would,  let  the' state  of  Europe  be  what  it  may, 
forbid  the  approach  of  a  foreign  eneonr.  If  we 
continue  destitute  of  such  means  of  defence,  they 
^ojj  invade  our  coast  without  molestation.  Witn 
a  Navy,  though  small,  they  wotild  approach  with 
diffidence ;  and  our  security  from  attack  woutd 
increase,  from  the  danger  which  would  folbw 
m)m  the  attempt.  We  are  so  situated,  that,  if 
ever  hostilities  exist  between- this  eouotry  and 
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any  other,  the  assault  must  be  by  sea;  This  is 
the  only  avenue  to  our  territpries  which  we  need 
dread.  Our  soil  cannot  be  defended  without 
some  aavial  force,  and  defence  is  all  we  ought  to 
aspire  to.  The  iibei-ty.  bf  the  country  can  never 
be  endangered  by  tbis  spepies  of  strength. 

We  ought  not,  sir,  to  look  at  the  present  time 
oftly.  Imagine  what  our  condition  ipay  be  some 
years  hence.-  By  nourishing  bur  resources,  and 
preserving  our  neutrality,' we  must  grow  to  be  a 
great  people,  while  other  natioi^  are  niouldering 
away,  aAd  while  the  two  mighty  *  Kibgdome 
which  now  agitate  and  distress  tbe  whole  civil- 
ized world}  4nq.8t,  if  the  conflict  continue,  be 
dashed  in  piecea.  This  is  no  vain  ia^igination. 
Other  nations,  as  powerful,  and  as  slrong^ave 
passed  away.  It  is  the  course  of  nature.  What 
wilt  be  the  coaseqjuences,  which  may  grow  out 
of  that  event  9  Tbe  European. world  wilj  thea 
present  a  new  order  of  thii^  And  what  will 
guard-  us  from  the  rapine  and  violence  whicb 
may  fdllow  from  their  downfall?  When  those 
nations  shall  be  free  from  the  copjtrol  which  now 
confines,  and,  in  some  measure,  restrains  them, 
pirates,  bucc^eers,  and  corsairs,  will  cover '  tbe 
ocean,  in  pursuit  of  plunder.;  Oar  very  bays  and 
Irivers  may  afford  security  ta  freel^ooters.'  We 
shall  be  cctrsed  and  ve^^ed  with  their  marauding  | 
and  mtijhe  overwhelmed  in  th^  general  deluge,  ia 
cooeequence  of  neglecting  to  prepaid  the  ark  in 
^season.  .••._• 

Or,  suppose  France  coniquers  England,  the 
gigantic  monsfer  will- then  sigh  foranothier  world, 
and  America  is  devoured  by  bis  cruel  jaw^. 

Or,  suppose  Great  Britain  vaniyiishes  France ; 
if  we  4iave  no  force,  to.m^et  hereon  hei*'  own  ele*  . 
ment,  wiH  she  not  treat  us  even  with  less  form 
and'  ceremony  than  she  4)ow  does?  If  we  nbw 
la^  the  IbtfndatioA  of  a  NaTy,  which  will  increase 
with  our  strength,  we  may  ward -dff  these  eyils. 
They  may.  they  probably  will,  come  sooner  or 
later. 

But  it  is  said,  if  we  have  a  Navy,  we  shall  l^ 
tempted  to  go  to  war,  or  be  engaged  io  the  eon- 
troversies  «  other  ^nations ;  and  the  example  of 
Tyre  and  Carthagei  and  the  modem  nations  of 
Europe,  Jiave  been  addireed  in  Buppbrtof  thear- 
gucdent.  Sir,  all  nations  must-sQoner  or  later  be 
engaged  in  wars.  This  is  inoidjsnt  to  all  copn- 
tries.  It  cannot  be*  avoided.  From  whence  eome 
wars  ?  Not  from  Hawien  but  from  other  causes, 
vi(faieh  ever,  will  exist,  whether  they  have  navies 
ot  not. .  And  so  far  from  being  correct  i^  the  ar* 
gumeat  drawd'.  from  this  circums^tance,  that,  I 
believe,  it  will  be  (ouqd  by  \he  history  of  ancieat 
and  ipodAm  nations,  that  those  who^  were  pro- 
vided with  navies  were  able  the  long^t  to  pre* 
serve  their  national  existence.  They  wouM  have 
fallen  aiaeh  earlier  without  that  defence.  This 
was  the  case  with  ancient.Tyre,  Egypt,  Gre^e, 
Syracose,  and  Carthage.  They  indeed  fell  ia 
their  turn,  and  were  swept  away.  Mortality  is 
stamped  on  nations^ as  well  as  inoividuals.  Look, 
at  Holland  and  England,  aoiong  other  modera 
nations.  Is  (he  argument  true  as  to  them  7  Hoi- 
land,  with  hqr  navy,  was  able  miany  years,  to  be 
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one  of  the  most  powerful  Qitioob  of  Europe. 
Without  her  marine'  streofgth^  she  would  have, 
long  since,  been  a  mere  provincv  to' some  of  her 
ambitious  neighbors;  ber.nnvy,  proUabiy,r pre- 
served her  existence  many  y^ars.  .  Her  bane  yras 
communicated  on  land,  and  cannot  be  ascribed  to 
her  nayy.  Take  Great  Britain,  the  only  nation 
left — without  her  fleets,  the  island  would  now 
probably  be  improved  i^s  a  garden  ifot  .the  great 
Emperor;  .  .  • 

I  think  therefore,  the  argument,  drawn  from 
the  jhistory-of  nations,  to  show  that  therr  ruin  is 
hastened  by  this  cauae,4s  not  war/ai^ted.  I^et  us 
then  provide  the  means^  which  may  preserve  us; 
or.  at  least,  nOt  omit  those  means,  the  neglect  of 
wnioh  may  expose  us  to  premature  destruction. 
We  can  expect  neither  justice  nor  courtesy  from 
nati ops,  furtber  than  w^  can  ndain tain  it,^  Be- 
yond ^hat,  you  demand  in  vain.  Sir^have  we 
not  the  means  in  our  power?  No  nation  on 
earth  is  so  well  supplied  with  materials.  Every 
artiple  (copper  only  excepted)  necessary  for  build- 
ing atidfijtting  ships  fpr  aotioti^  isahe  produce  of 
ow  own  councry.  No  money  is  sent  ahtoad  for 
materials.  It  is  all  within  ourselves.*  And  ^we 
can  boast  6f  as  good  < workinen  a»any  on  eaml^. 
But;  it  is  $aid;  now  is  not' the  time  to  begin*  i 
thii&k  now^is  tbe  very  time.  Workmen  are  out 
of  fmpioy,  and  the  services  of  the  best  and* roost 
skilful  men  *mi^ht'be  engaged,  a t^ a  reasonable 
price. .  The  nation  would  no^  be  impoverished  f 
lor  the  whole  ezi)en6e  of  buikling  would  still  be 
among  bur  own  citizens.  Nothing  goes  from  the 
nation.  Gentlemen  have  alarmed  Xis  with  the, 
expense  of  ia  N^vy.  and  have  mentioned  the  sum 
aoBually  expended  by  Gkeat  Britain,  whiob  is 
said  to  be  e^ual  to  fourteen  per  cebt.  on  the  whole 
amount  of  exports  aa^  imports  in  that  kingdoift— 
and  from  that  infer,  tha(  it  is  a  c^noer^utiiicb  must 
consume  the  nation.  The  argument,  to  have 
^ibrce,  must  suppose  so  much  is  lost  to  the  nation 
annually.  The  fact  is  otherwise^  This  expense 
is  paid  by  the  pation  to  its  sub^ts,  atid.  is  still 
among,  them.  And  is  it  not;a  fact,  that,  with  all 
this  continued  e^^pense,  she  sever  was  richer  or 
more  flourishing  than  at  tbe  present  time? 

I  ahali  not'j^o  into  miniite  icalculation  fisto  our, 
means.  I  wish,  only  .to  advert  to  the  repoK  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  TreasMry,  the  present  session* 
In  this,  he  states,  that,  with  the  oraiaary  seVenue, 
such  as  we  have  had;  we  migh^  over  and  above 
ail  our  expenses  and  debts  as  they  wereWben  the 
report  Was  made,  bave  t^  surplus  of  four  ipiliions 
annually,  which  is  more  than  adequate  to  the 
objects  proposed  in  t|ie  bill.  ■  ' 
.  J^or  these  reasons,  ao{)  others  which  have  beei;i 
offered^  believing,  as  I  do,  that  it  wopld  be  for 
the  interest  and.security  Of  the  United  States  to 
establish  a  Navy,  ta  be  continued  and  augi^iented 
hereafter,  and  that  we  have*  die  means  within 
ourselves,  without  jAddinc  any  new  burclens  on 
the  citizens,  I  shall  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  RoBEBTs  observed,  that  there  appeared  to 
be  a  disposition  in  the  Committee  to  take  the  ques- 
tion on  the  filling  the  blank  in  the  first  section 
without  farther  debate.    As  he  could  not  rote 


for  appropriating  8460,000^  for  the  repair  of  (he 
vessels  of  war  upnt  for  service,  it  Would  perhaps 
be  the  most  proper  time  to  submit  his  opiotoos. 
I  have  not,  Mr.  Chairman,. said  he,  been  a  listleis 
hearer  of -the  very  ingenious  arguments  advanced 
by  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  report.  He  bad 
however  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  more  eon- 
firmed  in  his  inclination  to  vote  against  the  bill, 
from  attentivf  ly  weighing  these  arguments.  The 
select  committee  in  their  report  (for  they  had  re- 
pprted  specially  as  well  as  by  bill)  have  said, 
with  oracular  confidence,  that  this  eountry  is  in- 
evitably destined  to  become  a  naval  Power.  He 
had  not,  with  them,  become  a  fatalist.  Thoufk 
be  was  disposed  to  claim  a  high  destiny  for  bis 
country,  he  did  -not  belieVe  that  destiny  was  jet 
immutably  fixed.  He,  however,  believed  the qoes- 
tipn  now  to  be  decided  ipust  bare  an  influence 
on  thfit  -destiny,  ^hat  miffht  at  an  eaily  day,  if 
decided  affirmatively,  obliterate  our  happy  civil 
institutions;  if  negatively,  preserve  them  long 
the  be^t  blessings  oi'  posterity.  €kmtlemeD.  wbo 
bave advocated  a  naval esiablishinent,  havecaosen 
to  consider  Ibis  bill  and  report  as  the  furtherance 
of  a  system  aUeady.  ito  existence,  and  that,  how- 
ever short  of  ihjAf  wishes  the  Committee  may  be 
disposed. to  £0,  ihey  stand  prepared  to  view  wbal- 
ever  might ^  done  to  augment  the  paval  force 
a»  an  evidence  of  assent  to  their  system.  Mr.  R. 
said,  at  one  time  he  had  inclined  to  TOte  for  tbe 
approprintion  of  a  ?um  to  equip  such  of  tbe  ves- 
eels  now  ou^  of  service  as  might  be  found  wortby 
of  refiiial.  But  on  discovering  it  would  be  con- 
sidered as  an  acknowledgment  that  a^liavywas 
proper  in  tbe  sense  it  had  been  lyougbt  into  view 
by  the  committee,  and  doubting  on  better  consid- 
eration whether  there  wav  not  great  likdibood 
the  money  would  be  worse  applied  io  repsiring 
old,  than  in  building  new  vessels,. and  feeling  a 
conviction  that  if  tKese  vessel^  should  bA  deemed 
worthy.of  repair,  they  could  not  be  brought  into 
action  in  that  exigence  of  war  when  they  conld 
be  useful,  as  in  tlMt  case  jand  defence  most  be 
resorted  to  and  the  consequent  expence  incurred, 
ht  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  vote  against  tbis  ap- 
propriafion. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  •rer  tbe  way 
(Mr.  Iwkw)  ha4  caUed  tbe  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  -a  reeolleiption  of  fact&  which  in  tbat 
fentlemsit^  yie w  went  to  show,-ir«  Ibrmer  policy 
ad  oqt  been  abatdooed,  we  aaight  no^  haveav- 
peared  in  suob  force  on  the  ocean  as  would  eoaUe 
uatoiedressour  mapifold  ln^ries,.and  pcrbap 
have  allowed  u^to  have  escaped  ibe  present  cri^f- 
I  thank  the  gentleipan,  said  Mr.  R.,  for  this  tfl»- 
mation.  Jt  is  rrue  that  it  is  not  th^  first  time  tbis 
question  bas  claimed  the  consideratioD  of  tbe 
Legislative  Councils  of  .the  nation.  If  tbe  gen- 
tleman's policy  had  not  been  abandoned,  the 
$46,000,000  of  debt  tbat  has  been  extingaisli^ 
might  have  b^en  converted  into  a  navy,  that  must 
have  pledged  us  to.  Britain  as  long  as  her  power 
was  greater  than  ours.  While  the  policy  we  are 
speaking  of  was  puhued,  though  a  time  of  peace, 
Aggregated  millions  were  added  to  the  public  debt, 
and  a  system  of  taxation  introduced  that  noia- 
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ing  but  a  war  could  haye  justified.  If  the  aban- 
doomeot  of  suci)  a  policy  excites  the  gentlemaa^s 
regretj  I  caooot,  said  Mr.  R.  join  him  iu  regret- 
ting ru 

li  iias  beeD  observed  that  the  Constitutiou  has 
invested  Googrees  with  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce) to  provide  and  maiatain  a  navy,  <&c. 
There  is  nothing,  said  Mr.  R.  imperative  in  this. 
It  was  necessary  in  a  general  gl-ant  of  powers 
to  insert  many  items  to  be  left  to  the  sound  dis- 
cretion of  Congress,  to  use  or  jnor  to  use.  Soon 
after  the  Grovernment  came  into  operation^  it  be- 
came a  favorite  object  with  one  set  of  politicians 
to  form  a  navy.  On  the  occasion  of  our  com- 
merce being  depredated  upon  by  the  Barbary  cor- 
sairs, the  question  first  came  up.*  It  became  a 
matter  of  deliberatiob  whether  a  peace  should 
be  purchased  of  them  with  monej^and  presents; 
whether  some  European  Power  should  be  sub- 
sidized to  keep  a  few  frigates  on  that  station,  or 
whether  a  naval  force  should  be  equipped  for  the 
purpose  (as  alleged)  of  enai>ling  the  President  to 
Qegotiaie  to  better  effect.  The  party  wiih  whom 
f  have  always  found  it  my  duty  to  act,  aaid  Mr. 
El.,  opposed,  on  that  occasion^  the  commence- 
nent  of  a  navy  system,  when  it  was  invited  un- 
Ur  circ  urn  Stan  ce$  sp  specious.  They  were,  how- 
iver,  in  the  aiinority,  The  ships  of  war  were 
roted— with  what  eflfect  on  the  Algerinei,  he  did 
lot  stop  to  inquire.  If  this  opposition  to  the  eom- 
neneement  of  a  Naval  Establishment  was  wrong 
n  the  minority,  their  successors  ought  not  to 
oilow  them;  but  if  it  should  be  found  that  ther 
rere  right^  tiie  ground  ought  never  to  be  quitted. 
The  question  of  increasing  the  Navy  was  again 
iscussed  in  the  celebrated  times  of '98-9.  Tite 
ollisions  with  France  )iad  raised  the  war'fever 
ery  high.  A  navy  was  vociferously  contended 
»r  as  ther  most  efficient  means  of  defience.  It  was 
rhen  things  ^ere  in  this  state^  that  the  President, 
I  his  reply  to  the  Marine  Society  of  Boston,  who 
id  with  ovaph  fervor  tendered  him  their  appro- 
ition  of  bia  measures,  h^ped  to  see  the  wooden 
alls  of  America  considered  as  her  best  defence, 
ecause  Athens,  when  «he  was  invaded  by  the 
ysu  of  Xerxes,  had  chosen  to  interpret  the  oracle 
at  promised  her  safety  in  wooden  walls,  ration- 
ly,  America  must  take  the  same  course";  how- 
rer  dissimilarly  situated.  The  people  of  Attica, 
habitioi;  a  circumscribed  territory,  found  safety 
their  fleet,  apd  they  could  have  found  it  no 
here  else.  But  such  cannot  be  khe  case  with 
merioa.  Rven  the  hosts  of  Xerxds  coul^  not 
ike  it  necessary  for  the  American  people  to  quit 
eir  territory — the  figure  would  not  hold.  On 
is  occasion,  too,  the  Republican. party  cQnsist- 
tly  opposed  a  navy )  strange  blindness  and  ob- 
nacy,  if  they  were  not  sustained  by  reason  as 
;11  as  principle.  On  this  occasioB^  the  supporters 
a  navy  system  were<  a  majoritV  in  council. 
»r  a  moment,  they  succeeded  with  theic  mea- 
res.  But  the  public  councils  were  soon  filled 
the  people  with  men  of  other  minds,  and  the 
estioa  was  put  to  rest. 

The  select  committee,  said  Mr.  R.,  have  sajd 
laval  system  is  now  in  existence  which  has 


been  Uoiitied  by.  the  dispensing  security  of  the 
times  and  the  want  of  revenue.  In  this  position 
he  could  not  agree  with  them,  ^ince  1801  he 
had  thought  the  system  had  been  abandoned.  He 
was,  therefpre.  less  disposed  to  take  it  up,  after  it 
had  been  put  down  by^'his  political  brethren  with 
such  mature  deliberation. 

The  gentlemen,  said  Mr.  R..  who  had  spoken 
in  favor  of  the  report  and  bill,  all  seemed  disposed 
to  consider  agriculture  and  commerce  as  insepara- 
bly connected.  This  he  admitted  willingly.  It 
seemed  to  be  admitted  by  the  whole  House.  For 
wh^t,  he  asked,  haye  such  armies  been  voted,  and 
such  sums. appropriated  for  the  |>urchase  of  the 
munitions  of  war?  To  protect  our  commercial 
rights  and  compel  the  observance  of  them.  For 
this  end  th?  nation  was  about  to  wag^  War.  The 
q^iestion  to  settle,  said  Mr.  R.,  is,  how  shall  the 
war  be  carried  on.  Tkb  question,  however,  has 
been  determined.'  He  was  willing  to  cojisider 
this  as  a  part  of  a  system  of  general  defence;  but 
in  doing  so  he  did  not  feel  any  bias  to  particular' 
interests.  The  defence  of  his  conntry  was  his 
ojjly  object.  :    .     ^ 

Taking  gentlemen  at  their  word)  that  by  build- 
ing additional  frigates  the  public  defence  would 
be  better  ^ecured,  he  could  not  think  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lownoes)  this 
was  the  time  to  biyiild  them.  If,  said  he,  I  am 
justified  in  refusing  assent  to^an  appropriation  for 
the  repair  of  the  disabled  frigates,  becausetfaey 
'could  not  be  got  r&dy  for  (he  war,Hhat  objection 
would  lie.  much  more  strongly  against  building 
new  one&.  It  must  .be  impossibre  to  get  them 
ready  for  the  war  about  to  commence.  While 
you  are  building  your  navy,  can  it  be  imagined 
Great  Britain  wul  be  inattentive  to  thte  object  of  de- 
stroying what  ships  you  now. have?  The})ombard- 
ment  of  Copenjiagea  does  not  warrant  the  con- 
clusion. Your  present  vessels  of  war  must  either 
remain  under  your  batteries,  or  run  iniminent 
hazard  of  destruction.  .It  niust.  tlierefore,  be  im- 
possible now  to  form  .a  navy.  ^-If  it  ever  be  done, 
it  must  be  the  work  of  ^ace.  The  jealousjf  of 
your  enemy  will  be  elcited  to  the  highest  pitch 
oy  your  attempting  at  this'time  to  build  a  navy. 
Through  this  channel  he  can  annoy  you  more 
so^cessfiilly  than  through  any  other.  He  will 
exert  every  effort  to  crush  your  marine  before  it 
acquires  strength.  In  a  War  of.  finance^  he  will 
obtain  advantages  in  this  way  that  be  can  get  in 
no*other.  But,' said  Mr.  R.,  the.  resolution  in 
what  way  we  will  fight  our  enemy  is  taken,  and 
it  would  be  wise  to  exert  the  best  energies  of  the 
State  to  give  effect  to  that  resolutiod.    • 

The  head  of  the  Treasury -has  informed  voa, 
Mr..Chairman,  it  is  necessary  to  recur  to  all  the 
taxei  in  use  in  the  times  when  (here  was  a  naval 
system  and  a  regularly  accumulating  debt.  His 
plan  of  fipance  is  not  moreihan  sufficient  to  meet 
current  demands.  The  extraordinary  purposes 
must  be  provided  for  by  loantf  of  an  extent  equal, 
to  the  means  n-om  which  they -can  be  furnished. 
To  add  millions  to  this  expenditure  for  the  build- 
ipg  of  ships  of  war,  \^hicb,  without  supernatural 
aid,  cannot  be  ready  for  service  at  the  proper 
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t  ime/woald  seem  to  be  a  measare  too  adverse  to 
tbe  public  intere^  to  admit  of  support. 

While  gentkinen  pretend  toboM  commerbeas 
the  younger  twin  sisteF.of  agriculture,  and  to 
identify  our  whole  population  in  one  interest, 
they  maintain  their  argument,  as  if  our  citizens 
on  the  maritime  frontier  had  interests  separate 
from  those  in  the  interior.  The  cliairmao  of 
the  select  committee  (Mr.  Cheyes)  has<6poken  of 
the  ruin  of  our  seaports  as  the  consequence  of 
sot  building  a  navv.  If  it  be  true  that  the  a^* 
culturist  and  merchant  haye  a  common  and  in- 
separable interest,  as  gen tlemeui  have  assumed, 
they  must  share  in  common  prosperity  or  be  in- 
Tolved  in  common  distress.  CkA  it,  then,  be 
right  in  the  seaports  to  ^^laim  ah  exemption  from 
common  participation  in  public  calamky  ?  Oen- 
tleme'h  will  not  say  there  has  appeared  any  disin- 
clination in' the  agricult^al  representation  to 
afford  ample  and  efficient  prof  ection  to  the  sea- 
ports. They  must  be  defended  by  land  mekos  pr 
be  abandoned.  Toeqtrip  a  navy,  if  rijtnt  in  prin- 
ciple, is  utterly  impossible.  .  Th«  gemleman  firom 
South  Carorina.(Mr.  Lowndes)  has  supposed  two 
seventyrfours  stationed  off  New  York  by  our 
enemy,  and  aski,  have  we  any  naval  force  now 
that  could  dislodge  them  t  He  apprehended  the 
people  of  that  city  would  find  means  no  do  it,  if 
on  applying  to  the  Gbvernment  for  protection, 
they  should  not  obtaiQ  it.  Fronii  this  source  be 
anticipated ^mu^ch'  evil  as  derivable.*  If  the  gen- 
tleman's supposition  should  be  realized,  it  will 
not  be  the  people  of  New  York  only,  but  ail  those 
connected  with  her  in  commercial  intercourse 
that  wiir,  in  such  a  case,  be  pat  to  inconvenience. 
In  the  eyent  of  war,  the  harbor  of  N6.w  York  may 
be  blocked  up  by  such  a  force  as  the  Navy  which 
tbe  gentleman  is  so*  anxious  to  equip  coqld  not 
dislodge.  Calamities  arising  out  of  a  state  of 
war  must  be  borne,  and  if  the  Qovernment  ex- 
tends the  protection  within  its  means'  to  every 
portion  of  its  citizens^  we  may  surely  look^  for 
that  virtue  in  every  quarter  that  will' sujjrait  to' 
ills  that  are  incident  to  All, 

We  have  become  embroiled  with  Gretft  BHtain,, 
said  Mr.  R.,  not  by  our  own  seeking,  nor  by  any 
fault  of  ours.  The  American  people<:an.haVe  no 
wish  for  war  With  a^  nation.  Reduced  to  the . 
alternatives  of  resistance  or  submis^qn;  it  has  be- 
come a  duty  to  consider  hoW  resistance  n(^ay  be 
made  more  effectual.  The  chairman  of  the  $e- 
lect  coraniittee  (Mr;  Cheves)  has  said  the  Britr 
ish  American  continental  colonies. can  be  but  a 
secondary  object  in  a  war  with  Britain ;.  they 
will  become  ours  in  any^ event  sooner  or  later. 
In  this  opinion,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  do  not  feel  disposed 
to  unite ;  for  if  l^e  should  be  correct  in  his  pre- 
dictions Rt  last, Britain  may  through  these' colo- 
nies first  inflict  deep  wounas  on  this  I^ojon'.  In 
the  gentleman's  solicitude  for  a  naval  power  he 
seems  to  forget  we  have  more  tminediate  interests. 
It  is  to  be  devoutly  wished  the  war  may^  be  ended 
before  twelve  seventy-fours  and  twenty  frigates 
could  be  constructed,  if  the  materials  were  at  hand 
and  the  keels  iratnediately  laid.  When  Congress 
shall  have  determined  and  made  the  Necessary 


arrangements  for  an  attack  on  the  British  colo- 
nies (an  undertaking  admitted  by  all  they  are 
competent  to)  a  hope  mayjbe  indulged  that  that 
Government  will  be  awakened  to  hertraeioterestsL 
and  that  she  will  cease  to  violate  oor  national 
rights. .  In  the  failure,  however,  of  a  realization 
of  this  hope,  it' IS  particularly  necessary  not  to 
dissipate'  our    ways  and  means  in  the  early 
stages  6f  the  war  on  the  liseless  project  of  a  naTf. 
Gentlemen  have  Considered  this  subject  on  its 
geiNffal  principles^nd  remote  consequences.   In 
this  point  of  view,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  presents  a  wide 
field  for  reflection,    'the  chairman  (Mr.  Chevbs) 
has  complained  he  bfair  had '  to  meet  this  subject 
encumbered  with  much  error  andmany^pi^udices; 
among  which  is  the  idea  t|iat  a  naval  system  is 
prejudicial  to  civil  liberty:    The  opposersof  a 
navy,  with  anmfr  of  no  small  triumph,  are  called 
upon  to  show  how  a  system  of  maritime  power 
would  endanger  the  freedom  of  our  country.   It 
has  been  sail,  a  military  chieftain,  by  an  easy 
tran^itioh,  may  become  a  civil  ruler,  and  that  the 
commander  of  ao  army  has  often  become  a  des- 
pot, while  no  such  event  could  happen  from  a 
naval  commander,  as  sach  an  office  gave  no  pow* 
er  on  terra  jfirma.    If  we  loo.k  a  little  deeper 
into  the  subject,  we  sha^U  find  we  have  as  much 
to  fear,  and  even  more,  from  a  p^val  than  a  mil- 
itary power.'   The  latter  can  only  be  kept  in 
time  of   war,'and  for  com pararively  but  short 
p^rrdds  ;  at  a  lime  too,  whrti  the  public  spirit  is 
awakened  and  ready  to  Oppose  encroftcbment. 
The  chair  of  rule  may  possibly  be  gained  bra 
military  chief;  but  an  attempt  on  tbe  public  lib- 
erty has  a  much  greater  chabce  to  fail.    Evils  of 
t"his  sort  can  only  take  place  00  a  very  rare  con- 
tingency; but  the  ruin  of  the  public  liberty  can 
hardly  rail  i6  ^^  a  consequence  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  naval  power.    History  proves  to  fls 
that  maritilne  power  has  always  excited  national 
ambition  to  a  spirit  of  conquest  aftd  plunder.   A 
naval-power  will  seek  colonies  and  ports  in  distant 
places.    The  chance,  nay,' the  certainty, -of  colli- 
sions with  other  nations,  is  multiplied^  and  a  cor- 
ruption of  morals  is  produced,  that  cannot  fail  to 
n;ake  the  first.Goveri^nlent  on  earth  a  tyranny,  by 
a  course  of  events  that'  the  patriot  can  neither 
prevent  nor  divert  to  other  cot^eeqoences.    A 
short  itirxie  after*  Athens  Jbad  fohn^  safety  in  her 
wooden  walls,  one  of  her  statesmen  proposed  she 
should  burn  the  fleets  of  her  neighbors,  that  she 
mi^'t,  therehy  be  rendered  mistress  of  Greece. 
This  project  the^virtue  of  the  people  resisted ;  hot 
that  virtue  sbon  gare  way  in  the  espedition  to 
tbe  Cyclades,  where  her  navy  eeotk«iitted  acts  of 
viotepce  that  must  indelibly  ^x  the  stain  of  tbe 
blackest  perfidy  and  cl^hy  on   the  Athenian 
character.    What  could  be  a  more  unprovoked 
aot  of  aggression  than,  her  crusade  against  Syra- 
cuse, a  crime  that  visited  bet  with  a  declension 
of  power*  from  .which  she  never  recovered?    For 
a  nation  to  believe  her  destinies  fixed,  is  in  a  great 
measure  to*ffz  them.    Nothinsf,  perhaps,  contrib- 
uted moje  to  make  Rome  the  mistress  of  tbe 
world,  than,  the  oracles  that  promised  it.'  Her 
heroes  and  statesmen  were  stimulated  thereby  to 
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fulfil  her  destiny.    The  maritime  supr€|nacf  of 
Britain  is,  perhaps,  o^wing'as  mueh  to  the  belief 
that  the  is  the  destined  Clueen  of  the  Waters;  ^s 
to  aDT  other  eaase.    Though  such  operations^  be 
«akalated  to  bring  about  astonishing  effeetSj  how 
onfortunate  is  it  when  a  Nation's  eyes  are  thuis 
directed  to  improper  attainments— rt  becomes  a 
source  of  incalculable  evil.    Athens  add  Rome 
were  the  tictims  of  such  a  policy,  a^  Britain  is 
at  this  time.    I  fervently  hope,  said  Mr.  R.,  fbr  a 
better  destiny  for  our  belovea  country.    Rome 
and  Carthage  were  both  gre^t  maritime  Powers ; 
it  was  not  in  Lybia  and  Italy  ^they  begun  to  con^ 
tend  for  superiority,  but  in  Sicily  and  Iberia.  The 
conflicts  theace  arising  broi3(ght  terror  to  the  gates 
of  Rome,  and  laid  Carthage  in  ashles.    The  abuse 
of  maritime  power  in  both  those  States  changed 
the  free  features  of  their  government,  and  left  a 
dreary  despotism  in  their  stead. .  A  naval  Victory 
secured  to  tt^e  second  Ceesar  therple  of  the  mis- 
tress of  the  world.    I^  later  times,  wie  have  been 
told,  said  Mr.  R.,  the  declension  of  maritin^e 
States  has  been  dueta  other  causes  than  their 
Naval  Eistablisbments.  4  In  some  instances  \i  may 
have  been  so.    When,  the  strength  and- power  of 
a  State  has  arisen  entirely  from  the  props'  of 
commerce,  when  that  commerce  has  taken  ado- 
ther  course,  the  transitory  splendor  itiias  bqiltuji 
hu  vanished.    Venice  was  an  example  of  this. 
The  commerce  of  the  East  caused  her  to  rise  out 
of  the  circu'mscribed  and  marshy  islands  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Adriatic,  the  proud  Mistress,  of  the 
Waves.    When  tb€, Cape  of  Good  Hope  had  been 
doubled  by  the  Portugi^ese,  her  cominercial  ad^ 
vantages  failed.    She  sunk  from  the  cbnaueror 
of  the  Eastern  Empire  to  a  mere  6ity  of  Italy  and 
Portugal;  a  narrow  territory,  by  the  same  com- 
merce, assuaied  the  first  rank  amon^  the  nations 
of  the  worlds  A  naval  power  may  serye  some- 
times to  extend  commerce  to  wider  limits ;  buf  it 
can  by  no  means  co'^roi  it  with  certainty  to 
channels  through  which  nature,  and  often  the 
policy  of  other  nations^-bid  it  to  flow.    What  is 
the  state  of  British  -commerce  at  this  time  ?    The 
rii^reof  the  peace  of  Aimens  did  a^ot  arise  ffom 
Britain  having  received  injuries  from  France 
after  the  cessation  of  hostlHtfes.  -^The  new  wi(r 
^as a  commercial  one;  .The  British  Cabinet  saw^ 
in  a  state  of  pea<^e^  France  would  not  be  un-f 
mindful  of  .her  commercial  interests. .  The  intel- 
ligence, the  enterprise/the  pbpiilation,  and  the 
resource  of  France^  all  indicated  that  she  would 
at  least  divide  saccessfuUy  the  profits  of  com- 
merce with  her  rival.    The  naval  power  of  Brit- 
ain giving  her  the  command  of  the  sea,  she  could 
oppose  onlv  with  ^fiect  the  growing  commerce 
01  her  nei^nbor  in  a  state  of  war.    This  step  of 
British  policy  imposed  on  the  ruler  of  France  the 
necessity  of  chailgio^  the  chaYiJieb  Qf  coimherce. 
In  this  wav  he  has  aimed  a  blow  at-  the  vitals  of 
her  strength,  which  her  tremendons  naval  pow^r 
l^ither  enables  her  to  avert  nor  lessen  its  force. 
Her  marine  puts  the  tridei>t  into  her  hands,  bat 
she  can  no  longer  shake  the  earth.    'Her  monop- 
oli^iag  spirit  mis  sealed  the  continent  of  Etuope 
'tgainst  her,  and  interdicted  her  commerce  with 


America.  She  has  reduced  the  ocean  almost  to 
a  desei^t;  and  she  seems  hastening  to  that  destiny 
which  has  generally  attended  ber^ predecessors  in 
naval  power  through  her  ambition  to  rule  the 
Waves.  - 

Oen|lemen  propose  to  protect  commerce  on  this 
side  the  Gulf  Stream.  ye.t-admit  if  our  vesselaare 
despoiled  on*  the  Inaian  Ocean ^  we  must  ap|>ly 
retaliation  in  the  West  Indies.  The  Gulf  Stream 
liinitation  is  at  once  ^vea  up ;  a  new  expeditioft 
to'  the  Cyclades  is  m  that  case  to  take 'places 
Begin  yoUt  coiiqu^sts  in  •  the  West  Indies^  ami 
you  must  increase  jrour  navy  to  acquire  anct  de* 
tend  them.  '  It  is  ht  onee  an  Admission  that  naval 
power  must  be  used  more  for  «mbitlon  than  the 
protection  of  commerce  and  our  territorial  walera. 
But,  what  is'wt)ree»  as  you  acquire  colonies  and 
ships  you  must  createrarmies.  The  hands  of  the 
Executive,  restricted  and  elective  as  it  is,  in  th'e 
United  ^^tes,  became  thedce  armed  with  a  scep- 
tre formidable  indeed,  and  the'raOre  so  as  it  ae- 
quiVes  this  strength  without  producing  the  shook 
to  public  feeling  which  the  seizure  of  power  by  a 
military  leader  will  always  excite.  It  has  bmi 
said,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  that  the  existence  of  Great 
Britain  hung  tipon  her  navy  in  the  contest,  in 
which  she  is  now  e^ngaged.  u  hec  fote  hangs  sus- 
pended by  her  naval  power,  she  owes  her  peril  ta 
that  source.  Without  her  maritime  strength, 
would  she  have  aspired  to  balance  the  ecales  of 
power  on  the  Continent t  WOuhd  she  have  be- 
come a  party  to  the  infambtis  bonspifacy  of  Pfl- 
nitz  ?  Would  ehe  have  wantonly  plotted  the  dis- 
memberment of  France  t  Woind  she  hate  bro- 
ken the  peaee  of  Amiens  whence  her  present  dan- 
gers arise?    Certainly  not. 

Oh  the  article  of  cost,^saldHr.  R.,  it  is  of  little 
imponance'^whether-  the  army  or  navy  of  Groit 
Britain  is  most  hurdensoihe  on  her  finances^ thongh 
it  has  beeji  dwelt  u,pon  with  particular  ^l>hasis, 
no^^ether  an  army  be  more  expensive  in  eveiry 
case,  than  a  nayy.  Armies  are  a  nece^ry  coo* 
sequence  of  navies.  Has  not  the  British  army 
increased  with  equal  pace  with  her  navy? 

The  humane  mind,  said  ]^r*.  A,.,  cannot  cqq- 
•template  without  pain,  that  from  naval  power 
have  flown  the  most  copious  streams  of  human 
misery.  '  The  .plunder  of  4)alf  the  world,  with 
immease'ad  vantages  in  addition,  has  not  sustained 
the  British  navy.  A  debt  has  been  accumulated 
that  almost  baffles  th6  power  of  figures  to  estimate. 
But  debt,  and  a  prospect  Of  Goverbment  insoi- 
veiiCy  at  home,  ar^  ofmuch  less  account  than  the 
Wrongs  this  navy  has  wrought  On  the  society  of 
nations.  And  yet  it- is  this  Governinent  that  is 
held  up  to  Republican  America  as  a  model  for 
imitation. 

Need  I  femind  yon,  said  Mr.  R.|  of  the  ihillibns 
of  Victims  saicrificed  to  conimercial  cupidity  oa 
the  plains  of  Hindostoq,  by  means  of  this  navy  I 
A  population,  thrice  as  great  as  that  of  the  Brit- 
ish Isles,  has  been  exterminated  in  this  devoted 
region,  within  comparatively  but «  few  years,  by 
mercantile  rapacity.  Colonel  Dowe  informs  u^ 
tb«t  the  wealth  of  one  of  the  cities  of  this  wretched 
country  had  whetted  the  avmee  of  CUve  and 
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bis  associated,  and  that  an  offer  was  made  to  the 
OoTerDment  to  pay  the  public  debt  for  perrais- 
sioD  to  sack  it:  It  was  too  gross  an  act  of  in- 
famy to  assent  to,  and  the  adventurers  obtained 
their  end  by  other  means.  A  famine  and  pesti- 
lence was  substituted  for  the  bayonet,  and  the 
spoibof  the  devoted  city  glutted  tne  hands  of  ra- 
pine. In  this  exploit,  a  shoe-black  divided  his 
£200,000.  Need  1  remind  you,  said  Mr.  R.,  that 
the  population  of  Africa  has  been  drained,  to  groan 
oat  a  wretched  exfsten^^e  in  the  West  India  eolo-. 
Dies,  to  prop  up  this  naval  and  commercial  Power* 
or  that  \he  remotest  corners  of  every^^ea  -^jave 
been  yisited'  with  the  scourge  of  blood  and  deso- 
lation for  the  sam«  purpose  ?  On  general  princi- 
ples, does  not  pa«^t  experience  afford  sunjcieiit 
warning  to  these  States  to  avoid  'those  shoals  on 
which  so  n^any  nations  have  been  wrecked  ? 

Mr/  Chairman,  under  no  view  which  I  have 
been  able  to  tvke  of  this  suliject,  considering  it 
either  as  the  furtherance  of  a  system  of  nav&l 
power,  to  be  expanded  with  the  growing  strength 
of  the  Union  to  gigantic  size^  of  that  It  is  a  pro- 
per-time for  providing  a  tetnporary  increase  of 
naval  force,  can  I  agree,  said  Mr.  R.,'to  the  bill  on 
your  table. 

Wh^n  Mr.  Roberts  had  concluded,  ihe;  Com- 
Bittee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  agaip. 


ments,  .overtunicd  the  ancient  landmarks,  and  car- 
ried disorder  and  distress  into  almost  every  qaarter  of 
the  European  world,  the  citizens  of  New  Jersey  bsfe 
surveyed  the  destructive  progress  of  this  war  of  tmbi> 
tion  on  the  one  side,  and  of  mercantile  monopoly  on 
the  other,  not  only  as  men  ^mmiserating  the  toficr- 
ings  of  others,  bat  With  a  vteW  to  the  coniequenoes  oa 
the  safety  and  happiness  of  America.  The  anxioai 
solicitude  manifested,  by  the  General  Governipent,  t» 
observe  an  impartial  neutrality,  in  relation  to  the  bel- 
ligerent nations,  has,  at  all  times,  met  the  decided  ap- 
probation of  the  Government  and  citizens  of  New 
Jersey.    "  , 

It  was  confidently  hoped  that  this  line  of  coodoct 
would  have  secured  to  our  countiy  the  complete  ob- 
servance  of  the  acknowledged  laws  of  civilized  natioot, 
or,  at  least,  have  protected  the  nersons  and  property  of 
our  citizens  from  ontrageous  violence.  It  was,  there- 
fore, not  without  emotions  of  astonishment  and  mdig- 
nation  thai  they  saw  the  two  great  belligerent  Euro- 
pean lowers  set  at  defiance  4he  public  law  of  nationf, 


Wednesday,  January  22. 

Another  member, to  wit:  William.  M;  Rich? 
▲RDSON,  from  Massachusetts,  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat.  / 

Mr»  MoRBow  presented  a  petition  of  Denniy 
Clark,  of  the  State  of  Ohia,  praying  further  time 
to  complete  the  payment  for  a  tract  of  land  pur- 
chased of*  the  United  3tates.— ^Reiierred  to*  Um 
Committee  on  the  Publio  Lands. 

NEW  JERSEY  RESOLUTIONS. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from'  the 
President  op  the  United  States:  • 
To  the  Senate  and  H<m$e  of  , 

JUprtitntaHvti  of  the  United  States  .* 
At  the  request  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  I 
communicate  to  Congress  copies  of  its  resolutions, 
transmitted  by  the  Governor  of  that  State.      .     . 

/AMES  MADISON. ' 
Washikotoh, /flfitiafy  2«,  1812. 

.Lseis^ATuaa  or  Nsw  JaasiT,  . 
House  of  Assembly  t  Jan,  13,  1312.  , 

Whereas,  in  cases  of  great  national  concern,  in- 
volving, in  their  consequences,  the  interests,  the  rights, 
and  the  welfare,  as  well  of  the  future  as  of  the  present 
generation,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  useAil  and  acceptable 
to  those  intrusted  with  the  National  Government,  to 
be  made  acquainted  with  the  deliberate  opinion  of 
every  portion  of  the  Union,  the  members  of  the  Legi^ 
latore  of  New  Jersey,  at  this  momentous  crisis  in  our 
national  concerns,  think  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  them 
publicly  to  expsess,  as  well  the  sense  of  the'Legislature, 
as  the  known  feelings  and  sentiments  of  the  dtizens 
ei  the  Sute  they  repveaent. 

In  ooqteaplatifig^  the  conndsim  strrnggtea  that  have^ 
willlin  the,  last  twenty  years,  brokaR  up  the  Povara. 


by  Commencing  a  wanton>  unprovoked  attack  vpoa 
the  property  and  persons  of  our  citizens  on  the  bigk 
seas,  Thb  indignation  was  increased  by  the  inralts 
o£fered  to  an  enlightened  nation  lit  the  pretexts  •■> 
signed  as  the  causes  of  this  violence.  The  dancer  and 
impolicy  of  waging  war  against  all  Europe  at  esoe 
justified  the  course  pursued  by' the  General  Govenmest^ 
of  remonstrance,  negotiation,  and  commercial  rettnD* 
tiansl  It  has  now  become  a  subject  of  some  consala- 
tion,  that  One  of  the  gi^t  belligerent  nations  has  re- 
ceded from  her  hostility,  ceased'  to  violate  our  neauil 
rights,  made  assurance  of  future  amity,  and  the  Obser- 
vance  of  the  laws  of  najtipns,  and  thereby  left  Americi 
a  sfngle  antagonist  to  contend  with,  one  against  whom 
«he  has  already  measured  her  strength. 

In  cbhtemjplating'^the  evils  inflicted  on' our  coon^ 
by  Great  Britain « the  .Legislature  of  New  Jersey  di»- 
claim  bringing  into  calculation  the  injuries  suffered  ia 
the  Revolutionary  war;  these  having  been  magnim* 
mously  -baried  in  the  Treaty  of  1783.  Nor  do  they 
take  into  account  the  alleged  instigation  of  thesavagei 
to  hpstilities'on  .our  ftontier,  settlements,  the  ftcti  sot 
being  offioially  ascertained  aond  declared.  They  lesw 
out  also  the  insultrto  the  American  flag,  in  the  attack 
en  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  that  having  been  amicably 
adjusted.  ^No^r  would  they,a't  this  tinse,  think  proper 
to  complain  of  the  refusal  of  Great  Britain  to. accede 
to  the  desires  of  the  dvili^d*  world,  of  ameliorating  tbr 
evUs  cf  war,  ^y  adopting,  as  a  rule,  that  free  ihips 
make  free  goods.,  Even  if  the  controvert  between  the 
two. countries  arose'  solely  out  pf  the.  interruption  of 
otar  carrying  trade,  although  they  oonsider  that  titde 
founded  on  a  perfect,  indisputable  right,  which  oagbt 
never  to  be  yielded  by  treaty,  yet  policy  might  sagg«it 
the  propriety  of  sleeping  over  the  injuries  arising  from 
the  deprivation  of  the  exercise  of  tl^s  right  for  a  time. 

But  the  two  following  causes  of  complaint,  on 
Which  America  and  Great  Britain  are  at  issue,  are  of 
so  unquest^nable  a  nature  as  to  leave  no  doubt  or 
hesitation  on  the  mii\d :  First.  The  abominable  pn^ 
tice  of  impressing  native  American'  seamen  while  in 
the  pursuit  of  a  lawful  commerce,  forcing  them  on 
board,  their  ships  of  war,  and  compelling  them,  under 
the  lash,  to  fight  against  nations  with  whom  we  are  st 
peace,  and  eveo  against  their, own  countiy. 

Second.  .The  depredations  committed  on  the  legiti- 
mate commerce  of  America,  it  bdng  now  openly 
avowed  by  th»  British  Government  that  an  American 
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bailHliip,  owned  bj  the  citizens  of  the  United  States* 
navigated  by  native  Am'ecican  seamen,  laden  with 
goodi  the  growth  aod  manufacture  of  the  United 
States,  not  contraband  of  war,  boqnd  to  a  belligerent- 
port,  which  is  neither  invited  nor  btockaded,  is  sab- 
ject,  by  the  orders  of*  the^  British.  Govemment,  to 
seizDreand  condemnation,  both  ship  and  cargo;  the 
ruin  of  individuals,  and  the  destruction  of  commerce, 
evidence  the  rigid  execution  of  thes^  orders. 

This  flagitious  conduct  of  the  rulers  of  .Ghreat  Britain 
needs  no  comment;  it  is  too  notorious  to.be  denied, 
too  palpable  to  be  susceptible  of  explanation,  and  too 
atrocious  for  palliation  or  excuse.  '  The  answers  to 
the  reasonable  remonstrances  of  our  Govemment  have' 
only  added  insults  to  injuries,  by  assuming  positions 
tt  variance  with  reason,  justice,  and  the  public  laws ; 
in  consequence  of  wjiich  ftirther  negotiation  becomes 
idle  and  vain.  It  onfy  remains  for  the  constituled  au- 
thorities of  the  Union  to  guide  the  destihietf  of  a 
nnmerous,  brave,  and  powerful  nation,  b^  marking  out 
its  future  course ;  thati  in  doing  this,  they  may  rely ' 
with  confidence  on  the  support  of  New  lersey. 

Be  it  re$oived,  by  ike  Ltgiaktfivt  Cjfundl  and  Qen-' 
inlAssembfy  of  the  State  of  Nm  Jersey,  T^^t,  at 
this  important  crisis  in  our  national,  concerns,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  New  Jersey  entertain  a  full  and  perfect 
confidence  in  thQ,  wisdom  and  integrity  of  the  Presir 
dent,  the  Senate*  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  Americd,  and  hereby  most  solemnly 
anuro  the  National  Government  that  New  Jfcreey  ^ill 
readily  accord  in  any  measares  whiek  it  may,  m  its 
wiidom,  think  proper  to  adopt  for  the  redress  of 
national  wrongs.  That  they  cordially  approve  the  re- ' 
commendation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  ta 
hoth  Houses'  of  Congress,' admonishing  them  to  put 
the  nation  in  armor..  That,  in  case  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  shall  eventually  determine  to  ire- 
Mt^  by  force,  the  lawless  aggr^ions  committed  b^  the 
British  aation  on  the  ^rsons  and  property  of  o«r  ci4^ 
nas,  this  Legislature,  in  behalf  of  themselves,  aqd  the^ 
Gttiiens  of  New  Jersey,  whose  repteseatatives  they  are,! 
pledge  themselves  to  the  nation  to  render  to  the  Gen- 
eral Gevernment  all  the*  aid,  assistance,  and'  support  in 
their  power,  and  *will,  with  readiness,  perjfQrm  all  the 
duties  required  of  ihem  in  ihe  jprosecutton  of  a  war 
undertaken  for  the  common  def^M^oe  and  general  w^l- 
fcre. 

Reiobfedt  That  His  ExeeUeocy^  t)ie  Goyempi^,  he 
reqnested  to  transmit  a  copy-of  the  foregoing  to,the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  a  request  that  he 
would  be  pleased  to  communicate  a  copy  to  eadi 
l^i^ch  of  the  National  Legislature. 

Resolved,  That  His  Excellency^  .the  Governor,  be 
Also  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  to  each'  of  our  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  in  Congfress. 

NAVAL  EdTABUSHMSNT. 

The  House  again  weet  Into'  a  Cohiarict^e  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  cOBcerning  theNavy.  The 
qaestion  on  filling  up  the  blank  in  the  section 
which  provides  for  t^paififtg  the  vessels  on  hand, 
with  four  hundred  and  eight]^  thousand  dollars, 
was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

The  ne^t  section  provides  lor  the  building  of 
— ^  additional  frigates. 

Mr.  Cheyes  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  btll, 
designating  the  number  of  flrigates  to  be  built, 
with  the  word  <en.  .^ 

Mr.  Blackled€H3  inquired  of  the  chairman  of 


the  Navy  Committee,  whether  there- was  timber 
on  hand  sufficient  for  building  the  frigates  pro- 
posed, besides  what  had  been  provicled  for  build* 
mg  seventy-fours;  because.if  the  Go'veroment  had 
not  seasoned  limber  on  nand  sufficient  for  the 
purpose,  he  should  vote  against  building  them,  as 
he  had  no  idea  of  build idg  them  out  of  greea 
timber.  » 

•Mr.  CfiEVBg^said,  in  answer  .to«  the  iqquiry  of 
the  geailemau'  from  North  Carolina,  he  couli 
ou\f  repeat  what  lie  had  before  stated,  that  the 
Gbverument  iji  not*  in  possession  at  present  of 
seasotaed  timbcfr ;  and,  from  the  lainentable  ne- 
glect which  had  be^  shown  to  this  establish- 
ment, it  is  not  in  the  power'  of  Government  to 
procure  timber  of  tbe*best  kind ;  but  timl^er  cau 
4e  obtained  of  a  quality  superior  tp  any  of  which 
the  present  frigates  are  built.  There  are  certain 
large  pieces,  hot  to  be  found  among ^hetimber 
used  for  the  building  of  ipercba'nt  vessels,  which 
will^  be  wanting.  There  is' timber  sufficient  on 
hand  for  building  four  sev^ty-four  gun  ships ; 
and  sufficient  can  be  procured  fpr  the  frig;ates, 
except  the  pieces  which  be  had  nientioned. 
-  Mr.  Rbea  being  willing  that  the  vessels  on 
hand  should  be  re|)aired,  he  had  voted, for  the  ne- 
cessary sum'for  this  purpose;  but  not  being  very 
fond  ofioater  aHimaU  of  the  size  described  in  the 
secpnd  section  ^of  the  bill,  he  moved  (o  strike 
out  that,  section,  and  would  oifer  his  reasons  for 
doing  so.        •     .        .  •   , 

If  the  United  States  \ver^  authorized  to  build 
these  frigates,  they  coiild  not  be  done  m  tune  for 
the  present  emergency.  And,  if  he  understood 
the  gentUms^n  from  Soufh  Carolina  riffhtly,  there 
is  no'seasoned  timber  on  hand  fit  tor  baildibff 
these  frigates ;  and  the  United  States  had  sufiere'd 
sufficiently  already  by  building  the  former  frigates 
of  unseasoned  tttl>ber.  Mv.  R»  did  not  wish  to  see 
the  Ubited  States  a  grettt  naval  powler,  equal  to 
any  nation  on  earth.  Indeed,  he  should  be-  hi^p- 
py  to  see  all  the  arqaed  ships  of  the  world  on  fire. 
They  have  been  ml t form ly  destructive  of  com- 
merce and  human  happiness. 
"  Mr.  Smilib  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  this 
eeeCion  of  the  bill.  He  ever  had  been,  and  he 
'believed  ever  should  be,  against  this  country  be- 
coming a  naval  Power.  If  we  embark  in  war, 
we  shall  have  occasion  for  all  the  resouiTces  we 
can  taise,  without  expending  oUr  money  on  ob- 
jects hot  tmn^ediatejy  necessary ;  besides,  the  sum 
now  asfe^  for  is  only  an  entering  wedge.^  When 
members  wish  to  carry  a  favorite  measure,  they 
never  ask  for  the  whole  sum  wanted  at  once,  but 
just  as' much  as  thev  think  they  can  get;  and  the 
Work  btnnc^  b^gnn,  it  mvist  hereafter  be  finished. 
U  IS  true  that  our  resourcies  are  considerable ;  but 
the  Gk)vernment  cannot  draw  more  from  the 
people  than  they  are  willing  to  pay;  and  it  will 
be  round  that  the  taxes  will  oe  sufficicltally  heavy 
without  this  navy. 

Mr.  Clay  (the  Speaker)  rose  to  present  his 
views  on  the  bill  before  the  Committee;  He  said 
that  as  be  did  not  precisely  agree  in  opinion  with 
any  gentleman  who  bad  spoken,  he  should  take 
the  liberty  of  detaining  the  Committee  a  few  mo- 
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nents  while  he  ofl<efed  to  their  attention^  90iQe 
obsenrations.  He  was  highly  ^ratified  with  the 
temper  and  ability  with  which  (ke  discQssion  had 
hetn  hitherto  conducted.  It  was  honorabj^  to 
the  House,  and,  he  trusted^  would  continue  to  be 
nanifestea  on  many  future  occasions. 

•  On  this  interesting  topic  adiyersity  of  opinion 
has  existed  almost  ever  since  the  adoption  of  the 
present  Government;  On  the  oqe  nand  there 
appeared  to  him  to  have  been  attempts  made  to 
precipitate  the  nation  into'  all  the  evils  of  naval 
eztravagBnee,  wnich  had  been  productive  of' so 
much  mischief  in  other  conntnes;  and,  on  the 
other,  strongly  feeling  this  mischief,  there  has 
existed  an  unreasonable  prejudice  against  pro- 
viding such  a  competent  naval  protection  for  our 
commercial  and  maritime  rights  as  i^  demanded 
by  their  importance,  and  as  the  increased  re- 
aoutces  of  the  cpuntry  amply  justify. 

-  The  attention  of  Cbn'sress  nas  been  invited  to 
this  subject  by  the  President  in  his  Message  de- 
livered at  the  opening  of  the  session.'  Indeed, 
hnd  it  been  wholly  neglected  by  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate, from  the  critical  situation  of  the  country, 
and  nature  of  the  rights  proposed  to  be  vindi- 
oated^t  must.hftr^  pressed  itself  upon  pur  atten- 
tion, ^ut,  ^aid  Mr.  C,  the  Presid?n  t,  m  hisMeesaffe, 
-observes :  "  Yoqi;  attention  will,  of  course,  lie 

*  drawn  to  such  provisidns  on  the  subject  of  ouf 
^  naval  force  a9  may  b&  required  for  the  service 
^  to  which  it  is  best  Adapted.  I  submit  to  Con- 
'  gvess  the  seasonableness  also  of  an  authority  to 
'  augment  the  stock^of  such  materials  as  hte  im- 
'  perishable  in  their  nature,  or  may  not  at  one? 
^  be  attainable."  The  President,  by  this  recom- 
mendation, dearlf  intimates  an  opmton  that  the 
naTaliorcebfxhis  country  is  capable  of  producuig 
Vome  effect;  and  the  propriety  of  laying  up  im- 
perishable materials  was  no  doubt  suggested  foj 
the  purpose  of  making  additions  to  the  navy,  as 
convenience  and  exigencies  might  -direct. 

It  appeared  to  Mr.  P.  alitUe  extraordinary  that 
•o  inutrh,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  noreasonable  jeal- 
ousy should  exist  affainst  the  Natal EstablishWient. 
If,  said,  he,  we  look  back  to  the  period  of  t^e  for- 
mation of  the  Constitution,  it  will  be  found  that 
no  such  jealousy  was  then'excited.  In  placing 
the  physical  for6e  of  the. nation  at  ttie  pisposal 
of  Congress,  the' Convention 'ifnanjfested  mueh 
greater  apprehension  of  abu^e  in  the  power  given 
to  raise  armies  than  in  tb^t  to  provide  a  navy.  'In 
reference  tp  the  Navy,  Congress  i^  put  under  no 
restrictions;  but  with  respect.to  the  Army^hat 
description  of  force  which  has.  been  so  .often  em- 
ployea  to  subvert  the  liberxies  of  mankin^-^they 
are  subjected  to  limitations,  designed  to  prevent 
the  abuse  of  this  dangerous,  power*.  But  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  detain  the  Committee  by  a 
discussion  on  the  comparative  utilitv  and  safety 
of  these  two  kinds  of  f^rce.  He  would,  however, 
b^  indulged  in  saying,  th^t  he  thought  gentlemen 
had  whoUy  failed  la  maintaining  the  position 
they  had  assumed,  that  the  fall  of  maritime  Pow- 
ers^as  attributaUe  to  their  navie?. '  Xhey  have 
told  you,^  indeed,  that  Carthage,  Genoa,  Venice, 
and  other  nation,  had  navies,  and,  notwithstahd- 


ingxWere  finally  destroyed.  But  have  ihey shown, 
by  a  train  of  argunieoL  that  their  overthrow  wti, 
in  any  degree,  ascribable  to  their  maritime  great* 
ness?  Have  they  atteqgipted  even  to  showthit 
there  exists  in  the  nature  of  this  poWer  a  neees* 
sary  tendency  to  destroy  the  natron  nsiog  it?  As- 
seiftion  is  substituted  for  argument;  infereDecs 
not  authorized  by  historical  facts  are  arbitrarily 
drawn ;  things  whplly  unconnected  ^th  each 
other  are  associated  togeth6k'-^a  very  logical  mode 
of  reason  hig  \  In  the  same  way  he  coifld  demoa- 
strate  how  idle/ and  al^urd  our  attachments  ajre 
to  freedom  it&elf.  He  might  say^  for  example, 
that  Greece  and  Rome  had  forms  of  free  go? ern- 
ment,  and" that  they  no  longer  exist;  ^nd  dedoe- 
ing  tt^eir  fall  from  their  devotion  to  liberty,  the 
conclusion  in  favor  of  despotism  would  very  sat- 
isfactorily follow !  fie  demanded  what  there  it 
in  the  nature  and  const^ction  of  maritime  power 
to  excite  the  fears  that  have  been  indulged?  Do 
gentle ipen  veally  apprehend  that  a  body  of  tea- 
men will  abandon  their  prOper  element,  aod. 
placing  themselves  under  an  aspirins  chief,  wiU 
erect  a  throne^o  his  atnbitioo "?  Will  they  deign 
to  listen  t^  the  voice  of  history,' and  karahow 
chimerical  are  their  apprehensions? 
;*  But.the  source  of  alarm  is  in  ourselves.  Gen- 
tlemen /ear  that  if  we  provide  a  inarine  it  will 
produce  collisions  with'  foreign  nations— -plnn^ 
us  into  war,  and  ultimately  overturn  the  Coosd- 
tution  of  the  country.  Sir,  if  you  wish  toawid 
/orefgn  collision  you.  had  better  abandon  the 
ocean ;  surrender  all  your  cpmn^rce ;  give  upall 
your  prosperity.  It  isAthe  t^in^  protectedjiiot 
ih(e  instrument  of  protection,  that  involves  you  ia 
war.  Commerce  engenders  collision,  ^Uisi^a 
War,  and  war,  the  ar|[ument  supposes!,  leads  to 
despotism.  Would  the  counsels  oe  deemed  wite, 
of nhat  statesman  wfao-should.  recommend  that 
the  nation  should  be  unarmed — that  th^  artof 
war,  the  martial  spirit,  and  martial  ^ereis^ 
should  i>eprohibited--^and  that  the  great  body  of 
the  people  should  h^  taught  that  national  happi- 
ness was  to  be  fooi/d  in  perpetual  peace  alone? 
No,  sir.  And  yet  every  argument  mfevorofi 
power  of  protection  on  land  applies,  in  some  de- 
gree, to  a  power  of  prateetioji'  on  the  sea.  Un- 
doubtedly a  comnierce  void  of  naval  protection 
fs  mo^e  exposed  to  rapacity  than  a  giiarded  con- 
amerce  ;'  and  if  we.wish  to  intrite  the  coDtioutnce 
of  the  old,  or  enaction  of  new  unjust  edicts,  let 
us  refrain  from  a^l  exertion  upon  that  element 
where  they  operate,  and  where,' in  the  end,  they 
must  be  resisted. 

For  l|is  part,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not  allow  bio- 
self  to  be  alarmed  bv  those  apprehensions  of  ma- 
ritime power  which  appeared  to  agitate  other 
feiitlemen.  In  the  nature  /of  ^ur  Government 
e  beheld  ■abundant  security  a|^inst  abuse.  He 
would  be  unwilling,  to  tax  the  und  to  support  the 
rights  of  the  sea,  and  was  for  drawing  from  the 
tea  itself  the  resgurces  with  which  its  violated 
freedoip  should  at  all.  times  be  viudicated.  Whilst 
thi3  pdaciple  is  adhered  to,  there  wil^^be  no  danger 
of  rjunniag  into  th^  folly  and  extravagance  which 
80  much  alarms  gentlemen ;  and  whenever  it  is 
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iUndoBed— whenever  Coo|;re8s  ^batl  lar  bar- 
deosome  taxes  to  ausment  the  Nary  beyonil  What 
XMj  be  aulborized  by  the  increased  wealth,  and 
demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the  country,  the 
people  will  interpose,  and.  remoring  thek*  un- 
worthy representatives,  apply  the  appropriate  cof-. 
reotire.    Mr.  C.  could  not.  then,  see  any  just 

J  ground  of  dread  in  the  nature  of  naval  power. 
t  was,  on  the  contrary,  free  from  the  evils  at- 
tendant upon  standing  armies.  And;  the  genius 
of  oor  institutions — the  great  representative  prini 
eiple,  in  the  practical  enjaymenrof  which  we 
are  so  eminently  distingnithed — am>rded  the  beet 
n*nnt«e  against  the  ambition  and  wasteful  ex- 
trifaganceof  Gk>vemment. 

What  maritime  strength  is  it  expedient  to  pro- 
vide for  the  Unii^  States  ?  Iq  considering  thia. 
lobject,  three  different  degrees  of  naval  power 
present  themselves.  In  the  first  placei  such  a 
force  as  would  be  capable  of  contending  with 
that  which  any  other  nation  is  able  to*bring'on 
the  ocean — a  force  that,  boldly  scouring  every 
set,  wonld  challenge  to  combat  the  fleets  of  other 
Powers,  however  great.  He  admitted  it  was  im- 
possible at  this  time,  perhaps  it  -never  would  be 
desirable  for  this  country  to  establish  eo  extensive 
tr  Navy.  Indeedj  he  should  consider  it  as  mad- 
ness in  the  extreme  ia  tlits  QoverMnent  to  at- 
tempt to  provide  a  Navy  capable  tacope  with  the 
fle^of  Great  Britain,  wherever  they  might  be 
met.,  . 

The  next  apecies  of  niirval  power  toivhich  he 
would  advert  u  that«  which,  without  adventuring 
into  distant  seas,  and  keeping  genepaily  in  our 
own  harbors,  and  on  oor  coasts,  woufd  be  oompe- 
leat  to  beat  off  any  squadron  which  might  beat- 
tempted  to  be  permanently  stationed  in  our  wa- 
ters. His  friends  from  South  Carolina  (Messrs. 
Chevjbb  and  LowNOBa)  bad  satisfactorily  shown 
ihat,  to  effecMhiK  object,  a  fbroe  equivalent  only 
to  one-third  of  that  which  the  maintenance  of 
weh  squadron  mu^t  require  would  be  sufficieiit 
That  i^  for  example, .'England  should  determine 
testation  permanently <upon our  coast  a  squadroti 
of  twelve  ship»«f-the-line.  it  would  require  for 
this  service  thirty-six  ships-pf*the«4iiie|  one-third 
in  port  repairing,  .one-lhir4  on  the  passage,  and 
one  third  on  the  station.  But  that  is  a  force 
vhicb  it  has  been  shown  that  ev€tt  England,  wk^ 
her  boasted  Navv,  could  not  spare  for  the  Ameri- 
can service  whilst  ^e  19  engaged  in  the  present 
contest.  Mr.  G.  said  he  was  desirous  of  seeilag 
such  a  force  as  he  had  described,  that  is,  about 
twelve  ships-of-the4ine  and  fifteen  or  tweiUy  fri- 
gates, provided  for  the  United  States;  but,  he 
idmitted  that  it  was  uoattainable  in  the  present 
situation <of  the  finances  of  the  country.  He  con'^ 
tended^  however,  that  it  was  snch  as  Congress 
ought  to  set  nbpqt  providing,  and  he  hoped,  in 
less  than  ten  years,  to  see  it  actually  established. 
He  was  far  from  surveying  the  vast  maritime 
power  of  Qreat  Britain  with  the  desponding  eye 
with  whieh  othergentlemen  beheld  it.  He  could 
not  allow  himselr  to  be  .discouraged  at  the.proe- 
pect  even  of  herHhousand  ships.  This  country 
only  required  resolutioo,  imd  a  proper  ezertioa  of 


it^  immense  resources^  to  command* r^pect,  and 
to  .vindicate  every  essential  right.  When  we 
consider  our  remoteness  from  Europe,  the  ex- 
pense, difficulty,  and  .perils,  to  which  any  squad- 
ron would  be  expoeedy  stationed  off  our  coasts,  he 
entertained  no  doubt  that  the  force  to  which  he 
referred  would  insure'  the  command  of  our  own 
seas.  Snch  a  force -would  avail  itself  of  our  ex- 
tensive-seaboard and  numerous  harbors,  every- 
wher^  affording  asylums  to  whieh  it  could  retire 
for  safety  from. a  superior  fleet,  or  from  which  it 
could. issue  for  the  purpose  of  annoyance.  To 
the  opinion  of  bis  ool league, -(Mr.  McKbb,)  who 
appeared  to  think  that  it  was  in  vain  for  os  to 
make  ai!iy  struggle  on  (he  ocean,  he  would  oppose 
the  sentiments  of  hisfdistinguisbed  connexion,  the 
beroio  Daviess,  who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Tip^ 
canoed 

I^Here  Mr.  C.  read  certain"  parts  of  a  wo/k 
written  by  Colonel  Daviess,  in  which  the  author 
attempts  to  show  that,  as  the  aggressions  upqa 
our  commerce  were  not  committed  by  fleets,  but 
by  single  vessels,  they  could  in  the  same  man- 
ner  be  best ,  retaliated  f  that  a  force  of  about 
twenty  .or  thirty  frigates  would  be  capable  of  in- 
flicting great  injury  on  English  commerce  by 
picking  up  stragglers,  cutting  off  cpnypys  sfnd 
seizing  upon  every  moment  of  supine ness ;  and 
that  such  a  force,  with  our  seaports  and  harbors 
well  fortified,  and  aided  by  privateers,  would  be 
really  formidable,  and  would  annoy  the  British 
navj^  and  commerce^  as  the  French  army  was 
assailed  in  Egypt,  the  Persian  army  in  Scythia, 
and  the  Roseau  arn^y  in  Rarthia.] 

The  third  description  of  force  worthy  of  .con- 
sideration is,  that  wjiich  would  b^  able  to  preveot 
anf  single  vessel,  of  whatever  metaL  from  en- 
dangering our  whole  coasting  trad^,  blocking  up 
odr  hart^rsy  or  laying  under .  contribution  our 
cities;,  a  fbroe. competent' to  |)uni^h  the  insoteqcc 
pf  the  cpmnunder  ^  any  single  ship,  and  ^o  pre- 
serve iivour  own  jurisdiction  the  inviolability  of 
Our  peace  and  our  laws.  A  force  of  thjs  kind  is 
entirely  within  the  compass  of  our  means  at  thb 
rime,  la  there  a  reflecting  man  in  the  nation 
«Hh>  would  not  charge  Congress,  ^itha  culoahle 
neglect  of  rts  duty,  if,  for  the  want  of  such  a  Kirce, 
a  sioffle  ship  were  to  bombard  one  of-  our  cities  ? 
WoiUd  not  every  .honorable  member  of-  this  Com- 
fiMttee  inflict  oh  himself  the  bitterest  reproaches, 
if,  by  failing  to  make  an  inconsiderable  addition 
to  otir'little  gallant  Navy,  a  single  firttish  vet- 
siel  should  place  New  York  Under  eontribution  ? 
Tes,  sir,  when  the «fty  is  in  flames,  its  wretched 
inhabitants  begin  t<^ repent  of  their  negleot  in  not 
providing  engines  and  water  buckets.  If,  said 
Mr.  C,  we  are  not  able  to  meet  the  wolves  of  the 
forest,  shall  we  pitt  up  with  the  barkibg  of  'every 
pi^tty  fice  that  tripe  acroas  our  way  ?  Because 
we  cannot  guard  against  everyjpossible  danger, 
shall  we  provide  against  none  ?  He  hopped  not. 
He  had  hardly  expected  that  the  imstructing  but 
humiliating  lesson  w^s  so.  soon  to  be  forgotten 
which  was  taught  us  in  the  murder  of  Pierce ; 
the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake;  and  tke  insult  of- 
fered in  ihe  harbor  of  Ciiarleston,  which  the  brave 
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old  fellow  that  commaDded  the  fort  io  vainea-. 
deavored  to  chastise. 

It  was  a  rdle  with  Mr.  .C,  when  actingr  eilhcft 
in  a  public  or  private  character,  io  attempt  noth- 
ing more  than  what  there  existed  a  prospect  of 
accomplishing.  He  was,  therefore,  not  in*  favor 
of  entering  into  Any  mad  projects  ou  this  subject ; 
but  for  deliberatery  and  reFolutely  pursuing  what 
he  believed  to  "be  within  the  power  \)f  Qovftrn- 
ment.  Qentlemen  refer  to  the  period  of  itSS, 
and  we  are  rerninded  of  the  principles  maintaib- 
ed.by'the  opposition  at  that  time.  He  had  no^ 
doubt  of  the  (Correctness  of  that  opposition.  The 
naval  schemes  of  that  day  were  prenmture,  <iDot 
warranted  by  the  resources  of  the  Country,  and 
were  contemplated  ibr  an  "unOeCessary  war  into 
which  the  nation  was  aboitt  to  6e  plunged.  He 
always  adfmired  and  approved  the  zeal  and  aliil- 
ity  with  which  tbatt>pposition  was  conducted  by 
the  distiiigaished  gentleman  nowat  the  head  of 
the  Treasury.  But  the  state  of  things  is  totally 
akered^  -  What  was  folly  in  1798  may  be^isdora 
DOW.  At  rhat  titne^  we  had  a  revenue  only  o/* 
about  six  millions.  Our  revenue  now,  upon  a 
supposition  that  commerce  is  restored,  is  about 
sixteen  millions.  'Fhepopulfltioti  of  the  country, 
too,  is  greatly  increased — nearly  doubled-^ahd  the 
wealth  gf  the  nation  isj<-perbaps^  tripled*  While 
our  ability  to  construct  a  navy  is  thus  enhanced, 
the  necessity  for  maritime  protection  is  pfopor- 
tiooatdy  augmented.  Independent  of  the  exten- 
sion of  our  comn^erce,  since  the  year  1798,  we 
have  had  an  addition  of  iDorethan  five  hundred 
milee  to  our  coast,  from  the  bay  of  Perdido  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Sabine— a  weak  aad  defenceless  ac- 
^essiouj  req^iiridg,  more  than  any  other  part  of 
our  maritime  frontier,  the prot^cting'arm-ofOov- 
ernment.        '  .'        ■         • 

The'  grouqdless  imputation,  that  those  who 
were -friendly  to  a  navy  were  espousing  a  nrincii 
pie  iniipical  to  freedom,  shotrtd  not  terrify Jiim« 
He  was  not  ashamed  when  in  such  oompaay  as 
the  Hhistrioua author  of  the  **Notes  on  Vii^inia," 
whose  opia ions  on  the  subject  of  a  navy,  contaih* 
ed  in  that  work,  coAtributed  to  theforoiation  of 
his  own.  *&ut,  the  principle  of  a  navy,  Mr.  C. 
icontendedj  was  itoionger  open  (o<;bnnrover8y.  It 
was  decided  whea  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  power. 
With  all  it)e  prejudices  against  a-navy,  which  are 
alleged  tj  som^  to  have  been  then  brought  into 
the 'Administration — :with  many  honest  prejudi- 
ces, he  admitted*— the  Tash  attempt  wasnotm^de 
to  destroy  the  establishment.  Itwas  reduced  only 
to  what  was  strpposed  to  be  within  the  finani^ial 
capacity  of  the  country.  If,  ten  year^ago,  when 
all  those  prejudices  ware  to  be  combatted,  evlen 
in  time'  of  peace,  it  was  deemed  proper  by  the 
then  Administrlition  td  retain  in  service  ten  frig- 
ates, ^e  put  it  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen  to  say, 
if  BOW,  when  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a-  war,  and 
taking  intq  view  the  actual  growth  of  the  cpnn- 
try,  and  Ui^  acquisition  of  our  coast  on  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  we  ought  nbt  to  add  to  the  Establish*, 
ment? 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  hitherto  alluded  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  exposed  situation  of  certain  parts 


of  ttie  Atlantic  frontier.  While  he  feft  the  deep- 
est solicitt)de  for  the  safely  of  New  York,  and 
other  cities  on  the  coast,  he  would  be  pardoned 
by  the  Committee  for  refecring  to  the  interests  of 
that  section  of  the  Union  from  which  he  came. 
If,'  ^id  hCj  there  be  a-poiat  rnoVe  than  any  other 
in  the  Upited  3.tates  demanding  the  aid  of  naval 
protectioUi  that  point  is  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
«ippt.  What  is  the  population  of  the  Western 
country,  de)>endent  upon  this  single  outlet  for  its 
surplus  productions  7  Kentucky,  according  to 
the  last  enuineratton,  has  406,511 ;  TcDoessee, 
261,727 ;  and  Ohio,  230,760.  An^,  when  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  western  parts  of  Virginia  and  Peoo- 
sylvania,  and  the  territories  t^hich  aredrainedby 
tne  Mi^i^ippi  oc  its  waters,  is  added,  it  will  form 
an  aggregate  equal' to  about  one-fifth  of  the  whole 
population  of  the  United  States,^  resting  all  their 
comoaercial  hopes  upon  this  solitary  vent!  The 
bulky  jarticles,  of  which  their  surplus  productioos 
consist,  can  be  transported  no  other  way.  They 
will  not  bear  the  expense  of  a  carriage  up  the 
Ohio  and  Tennessee,  and  across  the  mountains, 
and  the  circuitous  voyage  of  the  Lakes  is  out  of 
thie  question.  While  most  other  States  hate  the 
option  of  numerous  outlets,  so  that  if  one  be  closed 
resort  can  be  had  to  others,  this  vast  populatioa 
has  no  alternatire.  jDlose  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  their  elport  trade  is  annihilated.  He 
ealled  the  attention  of  his  Western  frleBds,tsp^ 
cially  his  worth ^r  Kentqcky  friends  (from  whom 
hefelt  himself  With  regret  constrained  todilferoa 
this  occasion)  to  the  state  of  the  public  feelingm 
that  quarter,  while  the  nari^tion  of  the  Missu- 
sippi  was  withheld  by  Spain ;  and  to  the  still 
more  recent  period  when  the  tight  of  depot  was 
violated.  The  whole  couoflry  was  in  commo- 
tion ;  and,  at  the  nod  of  Govei'nment,  wduld  bare 
(alien  on  Baton  Rouge  tod  New  Orleans,  and 
pnaishetl  the  treachery  of  a  perfidious  Qorera- 
ment.  Abandon  alt  idea  of  protecting^  bfinari- 
tiftie  force,  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  we 
shall  have  the  recurrence  of  many  similar  sdenes. 
We  shall  hold  the  inestini^ble^  right  of  the  nari- 
gatiott  of  that  river  by  the  most  precarious  tenare* 
The  whplV  eommek-jce  of  the  Mississippi— a  com- 
m^cetbat  it  destined  to  be  the  richest  that  was 
ever,  borne  by  a  single  stream^— is  placed  al  the 
inercy  of  a  single  ship  lying  off  the  Balize ! 

Agi^in:  The  convulsions  of  the  new  world,  stiu 
nlore,  perhaps,  than  those  of 'Europe,,  challenge 
oar  attention.  Whether  the  ancient 'dynasty  of 
Spain  is  still  to  he  upheld  or  subverted,  it  is  ex- 
tremely uncertain,  if  the  bonds  connecting  the 
parent  country  with  her  colonies  are  not  forerer 
broken.  What  is  to  become  of  Cuba?  Will  It 
assert  independence,  or  remain  the  province  of 
some  European  Power  ^  In  either  case  the  whole 
trade  of  the  Western  c<!>Ontrv,  which  must  paw 
almost^-wiih in 'gunshot  of  the  Moro  Castle,  w 
exposed  to  danger.  It  was  not,  ho#ever,  bi  Cuba 
he  was  afraid.  He  wished  her  independent.  Bat, 
aurppose  England  gets  possession  of  that  valoable 
island  ?  With  Cuba  on  the  touth  and  Halifax 
on  the  north— and  the'consequeAt  means  of  favor- 
ing or  annoying  tha  eommeree  of  particalar  aec- 
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tions  of  the  country,  be  Asked  if  the  most  san- 
guine amonflr  us  would  not  tremble  for  the  integ- 
rity of  the  Uoion?  If,  alooff  with  Cuba,  Great 
Britaia should  acquiM  East  Florida,  she  will  have 
the  absolute  command  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico^ 
Can  gentlemen,  particularly  gentlemen  from  the 
Western  country^^  contempfate  such  possible,  nay, 
probable  events,  without  desiring  to  see,  at  least 
the  commencement  of  such  a  n^val  establishment 
as  would  effectually  protect  the  Mississippi  ?  He 
entreated  them  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  de- 
fenceless situation  of  the  Orleans  .Territory,  and 
to  the  nature  of  its  population.  It  is  known-that, 
while  under  the  Spanish  Government,  they  expe- 
rienced the  benefit  of'  naval  security.  Satisfy 
them  that,  under  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales,  they  will  eujoy  less  protection,  and  you 
disclose  the  most  fa^tl  secret. 

The  General  Gtovernntent  receives  annually 
for  the  public  lands  about  $600,000.  One  of  the 
sourees  whence  the  Western  people  raise  this 
sum,  is  the  expprtationof  the  surplus  productions 
of  that  country.  Shut  up  the  Mississippi  and 
this  source  is,  in  a  great  measure,  dried  up.  But^ 
suppose  this  Government  to  look  upon  the  occlu- 
sion of  the  Mississippi,  witbout  making  an  effort 
on  that  element,  where  alone  it  could  •  be  made 
successfully,  to  remove  the  blockading  force,  and, 
at  the  same  titoe,  to  be  vigorously  pressing  pay- 
meutforthe  public  lands;,  he  shuddered.at  th^ 
consequences.  Deep-rooted  as  he  knew  the  af- 
fections pf  the  Western  peopU  to  be.toihe  Union, 
(and  he  would  not  admit  their  patriotisn^  to  be 
surpassed  by  any  otheiTquarter  of  the  country,)  if 
such  a  state  of  things  were  to  last  any  c'oosidera- 
hie  time,  he  should  seriously  Upprehend  a  with- 
drawal of  their  confidence.  Nor,  sir  could  we 
derive  any  apology  for  the  failure  to  afford  them 
protection  from  the  want  of  the  matejial  for  na- 
val architecture.  On  tlve  contrary,  a|l  the  articles 
entering  into  the  cdfnstruotion  of  a  navy— riron, 
^emp,  timber,  pitch,  abound  in  (be  createa  quan- 
tities on  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi.  .Ken- 
tucky alone,  he  tad  no  doubt,  raised  hemp  enough 
the  last  year  for 'the  whole  eonsamption  of  the 
United  States. 

If,  as  be  conceived,  gentlemen  had  -been  tunsuc- 
cessfnl  in  showing  that  ibe  dowbfkll  of  maritime 
DatioBs  was  ascsibable  to  tbehr  navies,  they  bad 
been  more  fortunate  in  shbwing,  by  the  instances 
to  which  they  had  referred,  that,  without  a  nlar 
nne.  no  foreign  commerce  could  exist  to  any  ex- 
tent. It  is  the  approp>>iate,  the  natural  (if  the 
term  be  allowable)  protection  of  foreign  eom- 
merce.  The  shepherd  and  his  faithful  dog  are 
&ot  more  necesstfry  t6  guard  .t^e  flocks  that 
browse  and  gambol  on  the  neighboring  mountain. 
He  considered  the  prosperity  of  foreign  com- 
merce indissolubiy  allied  to  marine  power.  Ne^ 
gleet  to  provide  the  -one,  and  you  must  abandon 
the  other.  Suppose  the  expected  war  with  Eng- 
land is  commenced^  you  enter  and  sut^ugate  Cftn- 
tda,  and  she  siill  refuses  to  do  you  justice,  what 
other  possible  mqde  will  remain  to  op^eratt  on  the 
enemy  but  upon  that  element-where  yoacan  then 
tlone  come  in  contact  with  him  1    And  if  y^a  do 


not  prepare  to  protect  there  your  own  commerce 
and  tQ  assail  his,  will  he  notsweep  from  the  ocean 
eyery  vessel  b^rinff  your  flag,  and  destroy  even 
)the  coasting  trade?  But,  from  the  arguments  of 
gentlemen,  it  would  seem  to  be  questioned  if  for- 
eign commerce  is  worth  ^  kind  of  protection 
insisted  upon.  What  is  this  foteign  commerce 
that  has  suddenly  become  so  inconsiderable?  It 
has,  with  very  trifHng  aid  from  other  sources,  de- 
frayed the  expenses  of  Goverirmeat  ever  since 
the  adoption  of-  the  present  Constitution — main- 
tained an  expensive  and  successful  war  with  the 
Indians— a  war  with  the  Barbar^  Powers—- a  qualri 
warwith  France — sustained'  the  charges  of  sup- 
pressing two  insurrections,  and  ex-tinguished  up- 
ward of  forty-six  .millions  of  the  public  debt !  In 
c^renue  it  basj  since  the  year  1789,  yielded  one 
hundred  ami  ninety-one  millions^ of  dollars.  Du- 
ring the  0rMt  four  years  afte>  the  commencement 
of  the  present  Government^  the  revenue  averaged 
only  about  tw6  millions  annuallyr-during  a  sub« 
sequent  period  of  four  years  it  rose  to  an  arerage 
of  ^fifteen  millions  ai^nually,  or  became  equivalent 
to  a  capital  of  two  btiD<lred  and  fifty  millions  of 
dollars,  at  an  injter^tpf  six  per  cent;  per  annutO. 
And,  if  our  commerce  is  re-established,  it  will,  in 
the  couf-se  of  time,  net  a  sum  far.  which  we  are 
scarcely  furnished  With  figi^res  In  arithmetic;^ — 
Taking  the  aTerage4>f  the  last  aiae  years  (coos- 
prebending, -of  course,  ibe  season  df  the  embargo) 
our  exports  averaged  upward  of  thirty-seven  mil- 
lions of  dolla^  iHiich  is  equivalent  to  acapital  of 
upwarctof  six  hundred  millions  of  doUacsat  six 
per  cent,  interest,  all  of  which  mus^  be  lost  ia  a 
destruction  of.  foreign  eomoierce.  ,  la  the  abaa- 
donmeat  of  t|^t  commerce  is  also  inyolved  the 
sacrifice  of  our  brave  tara,  who-  b^ve^engaged  in 
the  parsuitj  from  which  they  derive  subkintenc^ 
under  coofldencethiu  the  Government  will  affora 
them  that  just  protection  which  is  due  to  alL 
Thejr  will  be  driven  into  foreign  employment^  for 
it  is  in  fain  to  expect  that  they  Will  renounce  the 
habits  of  their  life. 

The  spirit  of  commercial  enterprise  sostrongly 
depicted  by  thrgentlem^^n  froln  New  York,  (Mr. 
MiTOBiLL,)  is  diffused  throuffhout4be  country.  It 
is  a  paSsion  as  unconquerabj^  asaily  with  which 
mature  bar  endowed  us.  You  mt^y  attempt  to 
regulate— jrocr  cannot  tlestroy  it.  It  exhibits  itself 
as  well  on  4he  waters  of  the  Wjestern  country,  as 
on  the  waters  and  shores  of  tl^  Atlantic.  Mr*  C. 
had  heard  of  a  vessel  burit  at  Pittsburg',  having 
ori^ssed  the  Atlantic,  and  entered  a  Buropean  pott 
(he  l^lieved  that  of  Leghorn.)  The  master  of 
the  vessel  Jaid  his  papers  before  the  proper  cus- 
tom-house, which,  of  course,  slated  the  place  of 
her  departure.  The  officer  boldfly  denied  the  ex- 
istence of  any  such  American  port  as  Pittsburg, 
and  threalen^  a  seizure  of  the  ressel,  aa  beinff 
furnished  with  forged  papers.  The  affrighted 
master  procured  a^  map  of  tne  United  States,  and, 
pointing  out  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  took  4he  officer 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi^— traced  the  course 
of  the  Mississippi,  more  than  a  thbusand  miles,  to 
the- mouth  of  the  Ohio ;  and,  conducting  him  stiil 
a  thousand  miles'  higher,  to  the  jaaetion  of  the 
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Alleghany  tod  MonoDgnlieU— -there,  be  exclaim^ 
ed,  stands  PitJsburg,  the  ,port/r6in  which  I  safled  1 
The  cvstom-house  officer,  prior  ta  the  production 
of  this  evidence,  would  as  soon'  liai e  believed 
iha(  the  vessel  had  performed  a  voyage  from  the 
moon.  -  -     « 

In  delivering  the  sentiments  he  had  exprMed, 
Mr.  C;  eoopidered  himself  as  conforming  to  a  sa- 
cred Constitutional  dutVi^When  the  power  to 
nrovide  a  navy  was  coiinded  to  Congress,  it  must 
nave  been  the  intention  of  the  Convention  to  sub- 
mit only  to  the  discretion  of  that  body  the  period 
when  that  power  should  be  exercised.  That -pe- 
riod had,  in  bis  opinion/arrived.  at  least  for  mak- 
ing a  respectable  hjpgianing.  And,  while,  he  dis- 
charged what  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty^  be 
derived  great  pleasure  from  the  reflection  thai  he 
Was  supporting/ a  measure  calculated  to  impart 
additional  atf ength  to  our  happy  Union.  Divert 
sifi^d  as  are  the  interests  of  its  various  parts,  how 
admirably  do  they  blend  together  aad  harmoni^^e ! 
We4iave  only  to  niiake  a  proper  use  of  the  bounties 
spread  before  us,  to  render  us^prosperous  and  pow- 
erful. Such  a  navy,  as  be  had  contended  for,  will 
form*  a  new  bond  'Of  connexion  between  the 
Sutes,  concentrating  their  hopes,  their  interests, 
and  their  affections. 

He  concluded  by  inquiring  of  ^heckairttan  of 
the  NavtU  Committee,  if  ihere  were  seasoned  tim- 
ber on  hand,  to  enable  him.  to  judge  whether.it 
was  best  now  to  vote  for  im<acdiately  building 
some  additional  frigates,  or  to  provide  the  re^is- 
ite  raateriiils? 

Mr.  Chcv68  could  only[  repeat  the  information 
which  he  had  already  given  to  the  Committee^ 
that  suitat>le  timber  could  be  obtained  for  these 
frigates,  though  it  be  not  on  hand,  except  some  of 
the  large  pieces  required.  And,  as  to  the  expense 
of  these  vessels  '\i  is  estimeted  at  one  million 
three  hundred  thousand  doUitrs.    ' 

The  subject  had  been  so  ably  argued  by  his 
friends,  that  he  would  not  intrude  longer  on  the 
Committee  th^  to  notice  one  circumstance. 
Gtentlemen  have  been  alarmed  by  a  project  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  proposing  ways 
and  means  for  the  present  crisis.  *  But  if  gentle- 
men be  satisfied,  as  h»  trusted  they  wer#,  that  a 
moderate  increase  oi  ou»  Navy  BsUblishraeBt  ^ 
expedient,  this  letter  of  the  Secretary  ought  to 
have  no  effect  upon  them ;  A»r<)  while  Congress 
can  false  a  land  force  of  ^5,000  men^  tliey  can 
sttrelv  afford  to  appropriate  ^h'e  comparatively 
small  sum  asked  for  Mn,  account  of  the  Navy. 
Bijit,  gentlemen  say  this- is  the  way'schemes  are 
fi^ed  upon  the  nation,  by  making  one. appropria- 
tion that  another  may  follow^  No  deception^  said 
Mr.  C,  iMid  been  used  in  this  business.  The  case 
had  been  fairly  stilted,  aad  the  question  is  put, 
^ill  you  cur  off  the  right  arih  of  your  nation,  by 
putting  down  the  Navy?  If  gentlemen  please, 
they  can  do  it;  but  he  wished  it  might  not  he 
done  on  account  of  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasu^ 
ry's  lettes.  The  nation  is»  doubtless,  equal  to  the 
crisis ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  members  will  not 
shrink  from  a  performance  of  their  duty.  ■ 
Mr.  Smiub  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 


South  Carolina  had  aeknpwled^-thlit  thesaiB 
now  asl^ed  toward  building  th^s  navy  was  oiilf 
intended  as  the  beginning,  of  the  business,  that 
more  would  be  called  for  hereafter.  He  inev 
very  well  this  was  the  intended  course.  It  was  a 
little  extraordinary^  said  Mr.  S.,  to  findgeodemen 
iVom  Kentucky,  patronizing  this  navy  schene, 
while  the  large  shipping  and  commercial  $ute 
of  Penosvlvania  does  not  want  this  alleged  pro- 
tection of  cotamerce  but  reaUy  the  machine  of 
power. 

Mr.  MiTCHit^L  made  som,e  additional  obserra- 
tions,  chiefly  on  the  great  resources  of  this  cooa* 
try  for  ship-building,  which'  he  exhibited  is  the 
mosr  comprehensive,  way,  showing  that  etery 
material  used  about  a  ship  could  be  obuioed 
wiihin  ourselves  in  the  greatest  abundance. 

Mn  BoYb  had  hearfl  a  great  deal  said  in  farot 
of  going  into  the  establishment  of « this  osry;  be 
wished  to  offer  a  few  remarks  against  this  project. 
^e  had  heard  theory  on  theory,  and  calcaliiuoB 
on  calculation  ;  but,  nothing  that  he  had  beard 
ponvioced  him  of  tbe^  policy  of  building  a  oaTy 
larger  than  we  have,'  es(M?cially  at  the  present 
time;  he  knew,  indeed,  th|t«we  could  never  balk) 
a  navy  to  cope  with.  Great  Priuin. 

Instead  of  hearing  so  piuch  said  aboitt  throw* 
ing  money  away  upo'n  a  navy,,  he  should  like  to 
hear  something  about  the  encouragement  aa4 
protectiqn  of  our  infant  manufactories,  which  be 
thought  of  greater  importance  to  the.coaotrf 
than  Suilding  ships;  for; if  they  are  proj>erlyeo- 
couraged,  tl^y  will  make  everything  we  waot, 
ieind  by  drawing  Qver  emigrant^  from  other  eouD- 
tries,  and  thus  increasing  our  population,  tbey 
will  consume  a  great  part  of  o^r  surplus  prodoMi 
so  that  foreign  trade  would  be  less  an  object.  Too 
little  attention,  he  thought,  was  paid  to  this  lob- 
ject4.  This  would  be  a  neaceful  course;  taana- 
factures  might  be  carried  4o  any  extent,  wldioat 
tunning  the  risk  of  war ;  not  so  with  foreign  cob- 
merce,  the  .more  it  is  extended|  the  more  diffied- 
ties  the  coiintry  is  involved  in.  He  was  in  iaroi 
pf  the  peaceful  course^  and  consequently  against 
a  large  permanent -naval  establishment. 

.  Mr.  Rhea  s^ld,  before  the  question  was  taken 
he -would  add  a  jfew  other  remarks.  He  bad  al- 
ways been  in  favor  of  proteitiojg  commerce; but 
he  could  noSt  consent  to  protect  it  in  the  maiinff 
now  proposed.  We  -have,  ^id  he;  voted  miilioti 
fdr  the  fc^tiflcatfoos  on  our  seacoast,  and  fot 
building  gunboats  for  the  protection  of  our  coasts 
and  ports  and  Jiatbora.  But  gentlemen  now  saf, 
these  .are  not  sulKcient,  give  as  a  fleet^not  to 
meet  our  enemy  at  sea^  nor, to  protect  oorcoa- 
merce  in  our  waters,  but  to  proteot  our  coasts  and 
harbors,  he  supposed,  to  be  alongside  our  fortifica- 
tions. > 

'  'He  was  surprised  to  h^ar  a  gentleman  froft 
Kentucky  (the  Speaker}  express  a  desire  for  ship* 
of  war  to  protect  the  mteresu  of  the  Wcstera 
country.  He  knew  of.no  use  they  would  be  of 
there,  except  they  meant  to  use  them  against  the 
Indians.  ' 

And,  as  to  New  Orleans,  it  is  defended  so  well 
by  nature,  that  no  foreign  Power  can  annoy  it- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


9^1 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


•22 


JllfUART,  1813. 


Naval  JBBtabUMhmerU, 


H.  OP  R. 


The  opper  country  will  always  maintaiD  it.  Be- 
sides, ir  any  forei|;n  nation  were  to  attcnipt  to 
take  it,  they  would  repent  of  it,  fo^  the  country 
wonld  prove  a  grave  to  them.  We  have,  unfor- 
tunately, had  cause  to  repentof  having  kept  a  body 
of  troops  there.  Theiniortality  among  them  was 
dbtressing  to  humanity.  As  to  thepeople  of  Cuba, 
hedi4not  believe*  they  had  any  inore  intention 
to  injare  us,  thdn  we  tliem.  He  saw  bo -necessi- 
ty, therefore,  for  vessels  of  war  to  guard  against 
danger  from  that  quarter.  If  we  could  trade  with 
each  other,  it  would  be  very  weH.'    • 

We  are  told,  said  he,  that  we  hive  no  force  to 
resist  a  seventy-four  gunship.  At»d  would  the 
fri|;ates  proposed  td  be  built  be  able  to  do  it  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  If  we  wish  to  make  A  great/^rt,  let 
us  make  an  appropriation  for  three  or  four  large 
ships,  equal  to  any  io  the  British  service,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  match  them ;  l)ut,  at  present,  he  wa» 
not  for  voting  any  money  for  this  purpose/ 

Gentlemen  tell  us,  said  Mr.  R.,  because  our  rev- 
enue is  drawn  from  commerce,  a  navy  ought  to 
be  baih  to  protect  commerce.  It  is  true  that  the 
rerenae  is  collected  from  commerce;  but  who 
pays  the  tax  ?  The  people,  to  .be  sure.  If  we 
could  gel  a  revenue  that  was  not  paid  by  the  peo- 
ple at  larffe,  but  by  the  merchants  alone,  then 
there  would  be  some  ground  for  calling  upon  the 
people  to  assist  in  protecting  their  Commerce..  But 
as  long'as  the  people  are  to  pay 'the  taxesj  it  mat- 
ters no^much  from  what  sources  they  are  drawn. 

Mr.iBLAOKLEnGE  said:  I  had  *no  intention  of 
taking  up  the  time  of  the  Conitpittee  a  single  nM>- 
ment  with  any  remarks  of  mine  upon  the  subject 
under  consideration  wten  I  entered  the  Hoiise 
this  morning.  It  has  abrei^dy  6een  discussed  witi) 
an  Ability  which  does  honor  to  the  gentlemen 
who  have  spoken  oo^  both,  sides,  a^d  my  mind 
was  made  up  tp  vote  in  favor  of  every  section  of 
the  bill. except  the  one  nowlipder  consideration. 
My  objection  to  this  section  do^  not  arise  from 
so  aversion  to  increasing  our  Naval  Estabjish- 
rooit,  but  from  a  conviction.,  arising  from  all  the 
^m  I  have  heed  able  to  take  of  the  sublet,  t^at 
our  resources  can  be  ilpplied  to  increase  it  in  a 
much  better  way.  Where,  sir^,  is  the  timber  of 
which  it  is  contemplated  to  build  these  ten  fn>- 
Jtes?  The  report  which  accompanied  the  1ml 
docs  not  inform  us,  and  the  very  able  chairman 
Jt  the  committee  who  made  the  report  has  this 
day  told  us,  (what  from  ihe  silence  of  the  report 
Ott  this  subject  I  had  before  inferred,)  that  we 
hare  not  the  timber  for  them  on  bund,  but  that 
from  sburces  deemed  worthy  of  credit  he-has  un- 
2*°^  that  timber  for  ten  frigates  is  produrable 
ittfficiently  seasoned,  and  of  qpality  that' will 
answer  very  well,  except  some  of  the  largest 
Pjeces  necessary  tor  constructing  such  ships. — 
what  is  the  name  or  description  of  these  larger 
pieces  of  timber  the  worthy  chairman  has  not 
informed  us,  but  from  the  little  knowledge  I  have 
of  shrp-building  cannot  be  much  at  a  loss  in.de- 
jermining  that  they  must  be  the  sterns,  steri^gosts, 
■eels,  keelsons,  and  beams.  These  it'seems  we 
Beither  have  on  hand,  nor  can  procure  from  pri- 
vate ship-yards  5  of  course  we  shall  either  not  be 


able  to  build  these  frigates  in  several  years,  or  w€f 
must  build  of 'materials  not  well  seasoned,  and 
whfch  must  insure  their  speedy  decay.  What 
should  'we  think  of  a  man  who,  in  erecting  an 
expensive  and  elegant honse, shouldemploy green 
sills,  sleepers,  and  corner  posts,  bat  l)e  very  par- 
ticular in  selecting  timber  of  the  first  quality  for 
all  the  rest  of  the  building?  Sir,  he  would  find 
to  hi^  cost,  as  we  in  keeping  up  our  old  frigates 
have  found  to  ours,  tliat  the  expense  of  repairs 
would  be  so  enormous  as  to  create  doubts  whe- 
ther it  woufd  irot  be  better,  to  build  a  new  house 
than  attempt  to  repair  the  old  hulk.  Then  ad- 
mitting the  iirfor.mation  given  us  by  the  chair- 
main  has  been  derived  from  sources  worthy  of 
credit,  I  certainly  would  not  i^gree  to  vote  In 
favor  of  this  sectioa  and  saddle  tippn  the  nation 
a  pa:rcel  of  ships  patched  up  of  seasohed  and  un- 
seasoned timber.  But  is  it  hot  extremely  prob- 
able that  this  information  has  been  derived  from 
interested  sources;  that: is,  from  persons  who,^ 
having  sbip-tin^r  on  hand,  are  likely,  under  tbe 
present  aspect  of  afiairs,  to  find  it  more  their  in- 
terest to  sell  the  timber  to  the  public  than  employ 
it  in  building*ves9els  for '(heir  own  use?  Prem 
the^very  nature  of  it,  Icanhot  but  believe  this  to 
be  the  case ;  for,  as  the  Government  had  not  the 
timber,  ol*  their  own,* of  whom  would  they  have 
inquired  to  know  WhetW  they  could  be  supplied 
with  the  timber  of  suitable  quality  ?  Certainly  of 
the',]arge  shjp-builders,  who,  from  the  considera- 
tions I  have*  just  mentionedf,  would  no  doubt  be 
induced  to  wish  to^make  a  sale  of  their  timber, 
rather  than  build  it  into  vessels  for  their  own  ac- 
count. We.  are  informed  by  the  report  %hicfh 
accompanies  the  bill  that  it  will  cost  about  one 
million  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  bu>ld 
and  completely  fit  ten  frigates  avec^ffing  thirtv- 
eigbt  guns;  but- of  this  sum  we  are  told  it  ip  only  _ 
proposed  to  appropriate  one^  million  of  dollars  at 
this  time,  and  that  it  wiill  be  time  enough  at  the 
end  of  some  future  session  to  appropriate  the 
otlief  seven  hupdred  thousand  dollars.  Frorfi 
the  same. report  we  4earff  that  the  whole -cost  of  a 
seventy-four  gunship  will  be  about  three  hundred 
and  thirty^-three  thousand  dollars,  and  that  we 
have  the  timber  and  cannon  on  hand  for  four  lit 
lefcret.  -     '       , 

The  whole  cost  of  four  seventy  fours  then,  ac- 
cording to  the  report.  Would  be  one  million  three 
hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  (1,332,000)  dol- 
lars, but  deducting  the  cost  of  tbe  timber  ai^d 
cannon  alreadv  on  hand,  which  cannot  be  less 
than  one  hundred  and"  thirty*two  thousand  dol- 
lars, it  appears  that  w^  can  by  an  appropiation  of 
one  million  two  hundrecf  thousand  dollars  be  fur- 
nished with  foqr  ships  of  s^Venty-four  ffuns  in 
coarse  of  the  present  year ;  or.  if  it  should  not  be 
wished  to  finish  them,  but  only  to  advance  to* 
wards  completing  them  in  the  proportion  which 
is  contemplated  for  the  frigates,  it  will  then  re- 
quire but  about  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three 
^ousand  five  hundred  dcillarsfor  the  four  sevent]r- 
fburrin  the  course  of  the  ptesent  year;  in  fact  it . 
wonld  not  require  so  large  a  sum,  as  we  have  the 
timber  already  by  us.    Seside»,  when  bnilt,  ad- 
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miuiog  the  'frigatei^  to  -average  but  thirty-six 
g^ns,  it  appears  from  the  Secretary's  report  they 
.  Will  cost  Qs  aniuially  to  keep  tlie.ten  in  service 
one  millioo.twentv  thousand  dollars,  wbeq  four 
seventy-fours  would  cost  but  eight  hundred  and 
forty-^ven  thousand  one  hundred  and  eizteeh 
dollars,  making  a  difference  of  n^ar  two  hundred 
thousand  dolls^rs>  year  in  our  expenses.  Let  us 
b^U4  which  we  ma y^  our  object  is  to  employ  them 
agaibst  an  enemy  vastly  our  .superior  upon  the 
09ean,  and  who  will  no  doubt  do  his  utmost  lo 
keep  them  blockaded  in  qur  i>orts.  or  eaptore  them 
if  ihey  get  to  sea.  We  ought  then,*-!  think,  un- 
questienably  to-  vest  our  resource^'  in  that  sprecies 
^f  foree  most  (tkely  to  enabie'us  to  take  advan-^ 
tage  of  the  disasters  Which  must  frequently  be- 
fall any  blockading  squadron  upon  our  coast. 
Add  four  seventy-lburs  at  once  to  the  ten  frigates 
we  already  have,  ^tid  independent  of  the  appal  it 
will  produce  upon  our  enemy,  evincing  a  deter^ 
mination  to  ,meec  him  as  early  as  po»sible  upon 
his  qwn  element,  we  shall  p^t  him  to  double  the 
expense  in  Sin  blockading  squadrons  which. he 
.  w'ould  feel  any  necessity  tp  be.  at  in  keeping/ 
twenty  fri|[atesj$hut  up  in  our.  porta.  '^ 

.  The  object  of  our  preparations^  for  war  by 
knd  arc  lo^garrison  ou^  forts,  and  wrest  ffom  the 
*enemv  his  'Canadian  possessions,  and  It  is  be- 
lieved by  all  that  they  ar«  commensurate  ta'the 
end,  and  that  in  the  course  of  the  first  year  we 
shall  at  least  be  able  to  get .  possession  or  Uiiper 
Canada,  atid  all  thar^part  of  the  country  furnish- 
ing either  timber  or  provisLons  for  exportation. 
To  this  purpose  I  agree  that  it'is. proper  to  direct 
the  energies  of  the  qation  a^  the  outset.  But  tliese 
ptovince;,  except  for  the  purpose  of  jsome  sup- 
plies for  her  West  India  Islands  and  her  fleets  in 
our  seas,  it  is  known  are  liotof  much  importance 
to  her.  Admit,  then,  thi^  we  have  taken  them,  all 
we  have  gained  wortfi  speaking  of  is  in  the  addi- 
tiohal  expense  and  trouble  we  shall  have  thrown 
upon  our  enemy  in  sppplying  hei*  blooj^adiog- 
^uadron^.  This  is  surely  an,  important  poiot, 
but  by  no  means  sufficiently  so,  I  fear,  to  bring 
her  to  a  sense  of  justice  towards  us  if  we  there 
step.  An  increase  of  our  Naval  Establishment  is 
also  another  essentia)  link  in  our  chain  of  prepa- 
rations. That  increase  should  be  made  m.the 
Waf^ most  likely  tp  endaiiger.  th6  enemy's  com- 
merce and  squadrons  in  ojar  seas.  These  squadrons 
we  know  will  consist  not  af  frigates  nione,  but  of 
«hip8-of-t4ie-line)to  come.in  ai4  of  their  frigates 
in  .the  case  of  need.  They  ki\pw  the  giSlant 
cpmmapders  of  our  frigates  will  never  surrender 
them  to  ships  of  equal  force,,  and,  therefore,  ^.in 
the  case  of  the  dast^rd>y  attack  of  the  Leopard 
upon  the  Chesapeake,  they  will  take  care  to  have 
ships-oT-the-line  to«id  their  quick  sailing  frigates. 
,We  must  do  the  samei  or  our  frigates  when. built 
will  be  of  but  little  use,  for  though  I  <lo  not  be- 
lieve that  eiiher  a  Decatur  or  a  Rodgers  ^ould 
surrender  their  frigates  ta  any  seventy-four  in 
the  British  navy,  as  long  as  they  could  be  kept 
aioat,  yet  no  man  acquainted  with  the  relati?^ 
force  of  the  two  ships  can  hesitate  in  declaring 


torn  or  be  captured.  Of  the  bcavery,  skill,  and 
eoterprise  of  our  seamen,  no  man  can  doubt. 
Grive  them  ships  an^  way  equal  to.  their  enemy, 
and  my  life  upon  it  we  never  lose  one  but  at  & 
cost  to  the^  enemy  which  shall  make  him  repent 
the  contest.  For  the  scventjr-fours  we  have  the 
timber  ready,  of  the  finest  quality,  and  in  the 
best  possiT>le  state  of  preparation ;  it  will  cost 
less  to  build  them*  and  less  to  keep  them  in  ser- 
vjce,  and  when  built,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  de- 
claring it  as  my  firm  belief,  that  they  will  pro- 
duce a  muchonor^e  powerful  effect  upon  the  enemj 
than  the  frigates.  I  shall  therefore  vote  a|;aiDit 
this  section,  but  shall  do  it  under  a  hope  ot  hir- 
ing a  section  substituted,  authorizing  the  build- 
ing fot)r  Seventy-fours. 

•  Our  experience  for  years  past  proves  that  we 
have  nothing  to  hope  for  from  negotiation,  it 
proves  more,  for  it  shows  that  a  failure  to  resent 
ny  war  one  invasion  of  our  rights  has  led  to 
9nt>tber;  that  a  failure^to  resent  by  war  an  inn- 
sion  of  our  .rights  by  one  of  the  belligerents  has 
served  as  a  pretext  (or  la  similar  or  a  more  flagraat 
violatiop  by  the  other.  Our  love  of  peace  then 
must  either  giie  way  to  necessity,  or  chain  us  in 
submission  at  the  feet  of  ohr  insolent  oppressors. 
Great  Britain^  by  her  Orders  in  Council,  forbids 
our  carrying  the  produce  of  our  soil  to  any  ml^ 
kef  from,  whence  her  products  are  excluded— 
thus/in  fkct.  assuming  and  exercising  the  right 
to  regulate  our  commerce  as  before  our  Revoia- 
tion.  By  her  practipe  of.  impressment,  she  has 
already  forced  into  service  thousands  of  our  citi* 
zens,  and  coinpelled  ,tbem  to  fight  her  battlfs. 
What  have  we  gained,  or  what  lias  she  lost  by 
the  blood  ^nd  t;rea^re  expended  by  our  an^eston 
ia  the  glorious  struggle  which  achieved.ourio* 
dependence,  if  we  submit,  to  the  pretensions  now 
set  up  by  the.  very  nation  from  whom  they  ob- 
tained it?  Will  it  be  any  consolation  to  our sea- 
farihg  brethrjen-to  tell  them  that  they  enjoy  the 
glorious  privilege  of  electing  men  to  represent 
them  and  guard  their  interests  in  the  great  coun- 
cils of  the  nation,  when  they  see  that  their  Rep* 
resentatiVes  sijffer  theim  to  be  enslaved  by  any 
foreign  Power,  aid,  their  families  thrown  into 
distress  and  updn  the  bounty  of  their  friends  or 
jthe  parish?  Will  it  b^  any  consolation  to  the 
a]|rriculturist  or  iperchant  to  know  that  he  also 
enjoys  the  privilege  of  sending  nven  to  represent 
,  him .  here,  when,  they  see  that  these  Representa- 
tives have  surrepdered  ^o  any  nation  whtteret 
the  right  of  directing  to  what  ports  or  places,snd 
under  what  conditions,  the  products  of  our  sou 
shall  be  carried  for  a  market?  It  ceruinly  can* 
not.  They  will  see  at  once  that  they  had  better 
rid  themselves  of  the  expense  of  their  own  Gor- 
emoaent,  an4  rely.eriiirely  upon  some  GoTern- 
ment  for  a  protection  of^^  their  rights.  Rather 
than  submit  to  pretensions  so  degrading  to  oar 
national  honor,. and  which,  if  submitted  to,  roust 
lead  to  consequences  so  destructive  both  to  the 
agricultural  ^nd  commercial  interests  of  the  na- 
tron,' I  do  not  hesitate  to  prefer  war;  and  aui 
happy  to  find  from  the  vast  majority  in  favor  of 


that  the  frigates  must  ultimately  go  to  the  bot-    the  measuces  hecetofore  ai^der  discussion  pre- 
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paratory  for  the  contest,  that  so  large  a  portion 
of  this  Hoase  are  of  the  same  opinion.  The  only, 
or,  at  leasts >v  far  the  greatest,  caQse  of  regret 
with  me  is,  that  there  should  b^  one  among  us 
opposed  to  the  measpre.  To  those  who  are  op- 
posed to  every  preparation  for  war  from  a  belief 
that  JD  a  victory  over  Great  Britain  jhey  see  our 
own  downfall  .through  the  augmented  power  of 
her  eoemy,  the  Emperor  of  France,  I  have  Jioth- 
iog  to  say.furtheN  than  that  if  I  agreed  with  them 
in  opinioo,  I  wopld  at  onee  submit  a  propiD^ition 
to  join  Great  Britain  in  the  struggle.    I  sbbuld 

'  do  this  as  a  more  honorable  course  than  that  of 
sofferiog  her. to  fofce.  our  men  and  our  money 
into  her  service  in  the  way  she  is,  now  doing 
through  her  Orders  in  Council  atid  praotice<of 

^  impressment.  To  those  who  are  opposed  to  war 
because,  we  hi^venot  already  a  navy  *^4arge 
enough  to  enable  us  to  hold  the  balance  between 
the  two  great  contending  Powers  of  Europe,"  and* 

^  who  assert,  as  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Goo^ 
neVticut  (Mr.  LAw)'^did  yesterday^  (who  I  ani 
sorrv  to  see  is  not  now  in  his  place,)  "  that  by 
neglecting  our  navy  we  had  left  ourselves  in  a 
situation  not  to  be  able  to  enforce  pur  rights,"  I 
will  only  reply  by  reminding  them  that  our  an- 
cestors with  little  more  than  one-inird  of  our 
population,  and  not  the  twentieth  part  of  our 
advantages  and  resources,  compelled  the  same 
nation  to  do  us  justice,  and  acknowledge  our  in- 

'  dependence,  thirty  years  ago. .  Wby,  then,  should 
we  now  despond  ?  I  really  can  see  no  good  cause 
for  despondence,  but  from  dissensions  among 

'  ourselves.  United,  we  are  capable  of  resisting 
and  of  enforcing  our  rights,against  the  conibineo 
Powers  of  the  eacth.  Divided,  we  mav  fall  an 
ef»y  prey  to  any  petty  Power  disposed  to  join 
one  party  in  its  attempts  to  overcome  the  otner. 
And  I  cannot  but  beJieye  that  it  is  to  the  unhappy 
party  spirit  at  present,  and  for  years  past,  pre- 
vailing among  ns^  that  we  owe  the  attempt  of* 
Great  Britain  agam  to  place  us  in  th0  roost  ab- 
ject state  of  colonizatioD.  S4jrely,  sir,  when  ^he 
gentleman  from  Gonneeticut  hazarded  the  opin- 
ion, that  *'  if  our  I^aval  Establisfhmeat  bad  been 
'fostered  from  its  ioQndation  twelve  or  fifteen 
'  years  ago  we  should  sow  have  had  a  narvy  su^ 
^nciently  formic|ahle  to  have  held  th"^  bahihee 
'  between  France  and  England,'?  be  had  forgot*- 
ten  the  reeent  fate  of  Gopenhagen  ;  be^ouLd  not 
have  recollected  the  character  of  the  Engliaib  na- 
tion, as  evinced  in  her  history  for  .at  hsasc  a  cen-* 
tnry  past.  She  believe^  that  not  only  the  safety 
of  her  colonic?  ^broad^  but  that  her  very  exist-: 
ence  as  an  independent  nation  depends  upon  her 
naval  superiority^  The  very  instant  shr  has  dis- 
covered any  ^  her  neigl^hbrs  likely  to  rival  her 
in  this  pointy'  she  has  made  war, upon  therh. 
Upon  whalgopd  ground  th|?n  does  the  gentleman 
found  his  opinion  that  we  should  have  been  suf- 
fered to  raise  a.  naval  force  sutficiently  formida- 
ble to  have  held  the  balance  between  these  two 
peat  rival  Powers  ?  A  naval  force  sufficiently 
Urge  to  have  answered  this  purpose,  must  have 
been  at  least  equal  tp  that  of  the  Danes  at  the 
time  they  wer^  Gopenhagened  j  which,  as  well 


as  I  recollect,,  consisted  of  forty-five  or  forty-six 
sail  in  the*  whole,  of  i^hich  ten  -to  fifteen'^wdBe 
ships-of-the-line,  abotit  as  many  frigates,  and  the 
balance  smaller  vessels  Of  various  descriptions. 
What  reason  can  we  have  to  suppose.  tha(  with 
such  a  navy  as  this,  in  the  neighborhood  of  her. 
valuable  West  ][ndia  colonies^e  should  not  have 
shared  the  same. fate?  The  Danes  had  commit^ 
ted  no  offence.  A  solemn  Treaty  of  Amity,  Gom- 
merce,  and  Navigation,  existed  between  them 
and  the  English.  But  it  wa^  suipectedi  that  the^r 
were  under  French  influence,  and  that  their 
navy  was  about  to  be  thrown  into  the  scale 
agiiinst  them.  And  pray  have  >not  half  our  pub- 
lic papers  be^n  charging  our.  Adi\<ini9(ratioB  for 
years  with  being  under  French  influence ;  nay, 
nave  not  even  members  of  this.  House,  as  well  aaf 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  publicly 
made  the  same  charge?  As  |u:e  causes  produoe 
like  effects,  I  6an  sefe  no  good  reason  for  believing 
we  should  not  have  shared  ^he  same  fate  with 
the  Danes,  It  is  certainly  true^  tjiat  since  Mir. 
Jefferson  came  into  power,  nothing  has  been  done 
to  increase  the  naval  strength  of  the  nation  fur- 
ther than  to  build  a  number  of  gunboats  for  the 
defence  and  |>rotection  of  our  ports  and  harbors; 
but  it  is  equally  true  that  neither  be  nor  his  suc- 
cessor'h^ve  ever  either  recommended  or  signed 
an^act  for  the  reduction  of  ttie  Navy.  The  ^et 
authorizing  the  sale  of  all  the  ships  ol  war  which 
vire  had  in  1798  atid  1799,  except  twelve  or  thir- 
teen of  the  frigates,  was  signed  by  -Mr.  Adaims 
before  he  went  out  of  office ;  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  he  abted  wisely  in  so  doing;  he  knew  best 
the  rftaterials  of  which  they  had  -been^  built,  and 
was  of  course  the  best  judge  of  the  propriety  of 
selling  or  retaining  them,  r 

From  the  commencement  of  Mr.  .Jefferson|8 
Administnttion,  the  navy  has  been  kept  atei^ut 
the  rate  it  stood  lat  when  he  came  into  office. 
The  jdanger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  piratical 
States  of  Barbery,  1  have  always.  belie;ved,  ren- 
dered ii  necessary  to  keep  one  of  about  this  size. 
Experience  inrtne  war  with  Tripoli  has  showa 
that  for  these, purposes  it  was  not  ofily  neecssary 
but  large  enough.  To  be  able  to  judge  whether 
the  Republioan  Administrations  have  acted  wisely 
in  not  enlarging'OUr  Naval  Establishment  to  suck 
a  siz(i  as;would,  in  the  Unguaee  of  the  geotleiaaa 
from  JDonnectiont,  have  enabled  us  to  hold  the 
balance  between  the^tWo  great  contendinff  Pow* 
ei^s  of  Eutope,  we  should  dot  forget  that  oie  best 
interests  of  our  country  required  that  its  rulers 
should  so  shape  their  mtesurea  as^  if  posvible,  to 
keep  us  at  peace  with  alt  the  World,  particularly 
with  these  great  and  powerful  nations,  'All  ex- 
perience proves  that  this  was  notsto^be  effscted 
with  Great  Britain  by  making  additions  to  our 
Naval  Establi^ment,  calculated  to  excite  her 
jealousy.  This,  therefore,  has  been  avoided  ;  And 
a  strict  and^impartiai  neutrality  observed  towards 
both  the  belligerents. '  The  rapidity  with  which 
the  nation  adv.anced  to  wealth,  under  such  a  course 
of  tneasufes,  and  the  leaffth  of  time  we  were  per- 
mitted to  reap  the  rich  harvest  of  our  neutrality 
without  molestation,  furnish  the  fullest  evideace 
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of  their  wisdom.  VofortUDaUly  foe  as,  howerer, 
our  Rational  and  commercial  .prosperity  have  at 
•  length  excited  that  jealousy,  which  an  attempt 
to  create  a  formidable  nary  would  long  since 
have  done,  and  our  wretched  divisions  amoog 
ourselves  have  emboldened  Great  Britain  to  at- 
teiilpt  toeheck  them,  by  a  course  of  oppi^ion 
and  \(exaiious  restrictions,  which  not  even  oneof 
her.  colonies  would  submit  to  if  they  had  it  in 
their  power  to  resist,  and  which  if  we  submit  to 
reduce  us  once. more. to  the  degraded  state  of  her 
colonies.  Having  exhausted-  the  patience  of  all 
parties  in  fruitless  attempts  to  bring  her  to  a 
sense  of  justice  by  remonstrance,  we  seem  at  length 
determined  to  assert 'our  rights  hy  war.  The 
troops  necessary  tojcarry  oa  that  war  with  vigor 
have  been  authori;Eed  to  be  raised  by  a  vast  ma- 
jority of  this  House.  The  question,  when  that 
measure  was  under  consUderation,.  was  not  whe- 
ther large  standing  armies  onght  tq  be  raised  and 
kept  up,  but  whether^  the  war  into  which  we  are 
a^ut  to  enter  could  be.  carried  .on  prosperously 
without  such  an  army.  Tl^^  bill  now  under  con^ 
Side  ration  proposes  an  increase  of  our  Naval  Es- 
tablishment, and  the  question  oUght  not  to  be  de- 
cided by  theoretic  principles  of  the  policy  or  iui* 
policy  of  large  naval  establishments.  The  true 
question,  accordiaff  to  my  apprehension,  is,.wiil, 
ndit  an  increase  of  our  Naval  Establishment  be- 
come necessary  in  the  .course  of  the  war?  For 
one,  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that  an  increase  will 
Jbe found  to.be absolutely^necerssary,  and  therefore, 
though  opposed  to  this  section,  shall  U9e  my  best 
exertions  to  increase  it  ip  a  way  which  I  deem ' 
miore  advantageous. 

We  never  shall  be  permitted  by  Britain  to 
raise  a  formidable  na^ry,  but  in.  a  time  of  war. 
Of  our  ability*  to  do  it  even  during  war,  no  one 
icquainted  with  the  resources  of  the'- country, 
with  the  number  and  cbaraotei;  of.  our  seamen, 
can  £6r  a  knoment. doubt.  By  evincing  a  deter- 
mined resolution  to  bring  these  resources  into 
acUon,  at  a. time  vt^hen  almost  every  other.  Power 
of  the  world  is  making  similar  exertions,  we  shall 
do  more  towards  bringing  her  Government  to 
a  sense  of  justice  toward^  ps,  and  rendering  an 
actual  declaration  of  war  umaecessary,  than  we 
should  do  by  rising,  arming  and  equipping  half 
a  million  of  inen  to  niarch  against  her  nei^bor- 
ing  conti^nental  colonies.  We  ask  for  nothing  hut 
sheer  justice;  we  have  never  furbished  any  evi- 
dence of^  disposition  to  rival  her  power  on  the 
ocean,  will  she  then  run  the  risk  of  adding  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thbusand  hardy  enterprising 
seao>en  to  .the  list  of  her  enemies,  these  loo  in  the 
neighberhood  of  her  riche:^  colonies,  and  in  view 
of  her  most  valuable  conimerce,  rather  than  do  us 
justice,  and  permit  us  to  go' in  our  own  pursuits 
of  peaceful  'industry?  .  Unquestionably  she  wiU 
not,  unless  she  hopes  to  beahle  by  hdr  blockading 
sqmtdrbns-  to  keep  them  penned  in  otir  ports,  as 
she  hai  done  those  of  her  European  eAemies,  till 
from  the  want^f  employment  they  shall  lose 
their  skill  atid  enterprise.  If  this  be.  her  object, 
and  I  verily  believe  it  is,  I  for  one  am  resolved  to 
.defeat  her  intentions. 


My  reasons  for  being  opposed  to  this  seeiion 
knd  for  prefer/iiig  four  seventy-fours,  to  the  teo 
frigates  which  it  proposes  to  build,  I  havealreadf 
assigned,  and  Will  not  weary  the  patience  of  the 
Committee  with  repeating.  But  I  hope  they  will 
pardon  me  for  not  taking  my  seat  till  I  have  ex- 
pressed the  gratification  I  feel  at  disooveriog,  that, 
Dy  a  section  of  this  bill,  our  eaoboats  are  pro- 
posed tp  be  attached  to  ouj:  land'fortifieatioos. 
As  a  part  of*  our  naval  forcej  I  have  never  coo- 
sid^e4  them  worth  retaining,  but  as  an  eogiae 
for  the  protection  of  our  ports  and  harbors,  soondi 
and  bays,  for  wielding  against  the  predatorv  fue 
along  our  Coasts  the  heaviest  species  of  artillerf. 
I  have  believed  them  to  be  invaluable.  And 
much  as  the  Administration  has  been  abused  for 
buildinff  so  many  of  them,  by  those  who  alwan 
remember  to  forget  that  they  were  ordered  to  be 
huilt  at  the  moment  we  were  believed  to  be  on 
the  very  eve  of  war,  in  consequence  of  the  atuek 
upon  the.  Chesapeake;  I  will  venture  to  pro- 
nounce that,  go  to  war  when  we  may  with  BritaiH) 
it  will  be  found  that  we  have  not  near  as  many 
as  we  shall  need.  Our  whole  coast,  sounds,  bays, 
and  livers,  abound  with  men  vi^ho  know  better 
how  to  manage  such  vessels  than  th^  best  mao- 
of-war's  man.  -  Attached  tb  our  fortifications,  to 
our  ports-  and  harbors,  I  have  strong  hopes  that 
ways  will  be  devised  to  man  and  fight  them,  or  a 
great  part  of  xheai,  with  equal  effeet  and  on  terms 
more  economical  than  has  beeh  possible  while 
manning  them  with  seamen  equally  suitable  for 
our  frigates  as  for  gunboats. 


.  Tbubsday,  January  23. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hove 
that  the  S^ate  have  passed  the  bill  ^to  empower 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on  tbi 
case  of  the  ship  Eliza  Ann,  belonging  to  Ezekiel 
HubbeH,"  with  amendments,  in  wbtelt  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Q^uimct,  the  bill  and  ameftd- 
ments  were  Committed  to  the  Committee  of  Cbfl- 
merCe  and  Manufactures. 

tMr.  Macon  laid  before  the  House  an  actof  tke 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  North  CaroHni,  rati" 
fyiog  and  confirming  aaAipendmeot  proposed  bf 
Uoqgress  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
relative  to  tittes  of  nobility  or  honor,  prrseBts, 
nensionsy'oifices,  or -emoluments,  £roin  any  foreiga 
Power. 

On  motion  of^Mr.  Pom DfexTER,'tbe  Comm^ 
of  Commerce  and  Manufacture^  were  dbcharged 
from  the  several  petitions  refitrred  to  them  at  the 
present  session^  concerning  ,the  Nkichez  ho^tal; 
and  they  were  referred  to  a  select  oommittee. 

Messrs.  PoimdbztbRj  Mitcpill,  Sbtbsrt, 
Ormsby,  and  Qrondy,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  had  understood  that  n 
was  contemplatod,  ii^  case  the  whoje  of,  the  pres- 
ent Navy  shall  be  ordered  to  be  equipped  and 
commissioned,  to  be  necessary  to  appoint  addi- 
tional officers.  In  order,  if  such  a  propositioa 
shall  be  made,  to  be  able  to  meet  it,  he  wished  to 
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know  what  is  the  number  at  present  employed. 
For  thi3  purpose  be  proposed  the  following  reso- 
lotion,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Bushed,  That  theSecrefmry  jofthe  Navy  be  di- 
raded  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
names,  rank,  pay,  and  rations,  of  the  commissioned 
•ffioen  and  midshipmen  belonging' to  the  Navjr  of  the 
United  States. 

STATEMENT  OP  EXPQRTS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  th&  House  a  letJter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
exported  from  the  United  States  during  one  year 
prior  to  the  first  dav  of  October,  1811. 

The  letter  is  as  rollows :     • 

TaiAsvRT  Bepartmiht,  Januaty  21,  1813. 

8ia:  I  have  the  hono^  to  transmit  herewith  a  state- 
ment of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  exported  from 
the  United  States,  during  one  year,  prior  to  the  first 
day  of  October,  1811,  and  amoanting  to  $91,816,883. 
The  goods,  wares,  arid  merchandise  of    ' 

domestic  growth  Or  manufacilire,  in- 

cloded  in  this  statement,  are  estimated 

tt >    f45,204,04d 

And  those  of  foreign  growUi  ormanu- 

<actore,at 16,022,790 


61,316,83d[ 


The  articles  of  domestic  growth  or  manufacture  may 
hs arranged  under  the  following  heads,  viz:  ' 

Produce  of  the  sea $1,418,000 

Produce  of  the  forest   ....        5,286,000 
IWoce  of  agriculture  ...      36,556,000 

Man'n&ctures 2,^76,000 

Uacertaia 663,000 


45,291,000 


And  they  were  exported  to  the  following  countries,  viz : 
To  the  dominions  of  Russia,  Prussia, 

di^edea,  and  Denmark  ...  $2,055,833 
To  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  .  20,308,21 1 
To  the  dominions  of  Spain  an^,  Portugal  18,266,466 
To  the  dominion^  of  France  and  Italy  *  1,194,275 
To  all  other  countries,  or  not  distin- 
guished       2,469,258 


45,294,048 


The  gQod%  wares,  and    merchandise 
g>owth  or  manufacture*  were  exported  to 
ing  countries,  viz :     ."^ 
To  the  dominions  of  Russia,  Prussia, 
Sweden^  and  Denmark^     -        -        . 
To  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain      '  •  . 
To  the  dominions  of  Spain  and  Portugal    ' 
To  the  dominions  of  France  and  Italy  - 
To  all  other  countries,  or  not  distin- 
guished     


of  foreign 
ihe  follow- 


5,340,117 
1,673,344 
6,772,572 
1,7^,537 

1,624,220 

16,022,7910 


I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

.  AI.BERT  GALLATIN. 
The  Hon.  Spbakbr  bf  ihe  House  of  Reps. 

12th  Con.  Ist  Sess.— 30 


NAVAL  IISTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  again  resolved  into  a  Commitlee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Nary; 
when,  after  some  debate,  the  question  was  taken 
00  filling  the  blank  for  the  number  of  additional 
frigates  proposed  to  be  built,  with  the  nuthber 
*^ten.'*  which  wa^' negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Wright  then  moved  to  fill  the  blantc  with 
"  six."  This  motion  was  negatived — thirty  votes, 
only  being  in  favor  of  it. 

The  question  was  next  successively  taken  on 
filling  the  blank  with  ''^v^,'^  "four  "and  "three," 
and  negativeli— 52  to  43.  61  to  44,  and  49  to^46. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  as  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Wright) 
had  informed  the  Committee  he  had  spoken  for 
his  own  gratifieation,  Mr.  R.  hoped  he  might  be 
allowedalso  to  gratify  himself.  And  he  would  tell 
thai  gentleman  that^he  ^as  not  gratified  to  hear 
reflections  ca;it  upon  this  House,  a^  not  disposed 
to  prQtect  commerce.  For  what  is  the  war  ia 
which  we  -are  about  to  engage  ?  Is  it  not  a  war 
arising  altogether  from  ^commercial  difficHilties? 
Btrt  because  a  majority  cannat  be  gotten  to  con- 
sent to  build  new  frigates  of  unseasoned  timber, 
they  are  to  be  charged  with  being  unwilling  to 
protect  commerce,  though  they  have  expended 
millions  of  dollars  in  our  present  Navy,  in  gun- 
boats, fortifications,  dec.  and  are,.at  length,  about 
to  go  to  war  for  commerce ! 

It  had  always  been  hie  wish,  Mr.  R.  said,  to  see 
established  the  principle,  that  free  ships  should 

f»ake  free  goods.  But  why  build  more  frigates? 
f  a  seventy-four  gun  ship  were  to  come  on  the 
coast,  the  frigates  would  have  to  shelter  them- 
selves from  it  under  the  batteries.  Let  gentlemen 
come  forward  and  build  a  ship  of  130  or  150  guns, 
which  would  bear  down  anything  which  could 
be  brought  a^inst  us,  and  he  would  support  it ; 
but  he  was  tired  of  building  frigates,  t^ey  were 
little  better  than  gujiboats. 

Mr.  R.  understood  that  France  had  it  now  id 
her  power  to  send  one  hundred  vessels  of  war  to 
sea  ;  but  she  couid  not  get  them  out  of  her  ports 
for  the  superiority  of  the  British  navy;  and  yet 
shall  we  talk  of  building  a  navy  suflScient  to  meet 
the  British?.  It  was  his  opinion,  that  the  best 
way  of  protecting  our  commerce  was  to  get  pos- 
session of  the  British  Provinces  and  keep  them. 
But  gentlemen  say,  that  without  a  navy  we  shall 
never  be  able  to  make  peace  with  England ;  why, 
then,baid  he,  we  will  fight  them  to  eterhity.  And 
he  hoped  gentlemen  who  are  so  very  anxious  for 
a  navy,  would  permit  him,  and  others,  who  do 
not  think  it  either  necessary  or  expedient,  to  eur 
joy  their  owh  opinions  without  censure. 

But  how  would  this  navy  obtain  peace  for  us?' 
Had  the  navy  ofDenmark  availed  them  anything? 
The  destruction  of  that  navy  ought  to  caution  us 
how  we  build  our  ships  for  England  to  take  or 
destroy.  Mr.  R.  never  etpected  to  have  heard 
tbe  raggamuffin  Qovernment  of  St.  Domingo  com- 
pared with  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

[Mr.  Calhoun  denied  having  made  any  com- 
parison between  the  two  Governments.] 

Mr.  Rhea  was  glad  he  had  mistaken  the  gen- 
tlemaa  in  this  respect.    As  to  how  we  shoirid 
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make  peace  wilh  Great  Britain,  at  a  future  day, 
he  would  not  now  trouble 'himself -about  tbiat;  he 
fouod  enough  to  do  now  to  prepare  for  making 
the  war Effective;  when  the  time  came  for  mak- 
ing peace,  it  would  be  time  enough  to  think 
about  it. 

Mr.  Bassett,  after  some  prefatory  remarks,  ki 
which  he  spoke  of  his  exposed  situation  toattacks 
from  any  navahforce  ^hich  might  lie  on  our  coast, 
asked  the  gentleman  who  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  (100,  to  withdraw  it,  and  he  would  then  move 
*  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  section  which  relates 
to  building  frigates,  in  order  to  insen  a  provisura 
for  building  four  seventy-four  gun  ships.  This 
was  done. 

Mr.  Smilie  said,  that  he  was  concerned  for  the 
exposed  situation  of  his  friend  from  Virginia', 
though  he  hoped  he  had  magnified  the  danger. 
That  gentleman  well  knows,  however,  ,tbat  the- 
national  interest  ought  to  be  the  fic^t  object  of 
consideration.  As  far  as  it  is  in  the  j)ower  of  the 
nation  to  extend  its  protection  to  individuals,  coo- 
sistent  with  the  pubric  interest,  it  will  do  so.  But 
he  differed  so  entirely  in  opinion  with  the  gentle- 
man on  ihi^  subject,  that  what  he  would  consider 
as  a  protection,  he  considered  no  security'  at  all. 
He  knew  (hat  persons  in  some  sitdatibns  are  more 
exposed  than  others.  He  had  himself  oncfe  lived 
on  the  Indian  frontier;  yet  at  that  time  he  was 
satisfied  to  bear  the  injuries  to  which  he  was  ex- 
posed,  rather  than  draw  to  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try such  a  part  of4he  public  force  as  might  have 
exposed  the  whole  country  to  danger.  He  had 
no  doubt  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  Would  act 
in  the  same  way. 

Wtiat  protection  could  the  gentlieman  expect 
from  four  seventyfburs  and  ten  frigates?  Cer- 
tainly none.  Though  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  still  retains  the  notion  of  their  being 
able  to  contend  with  a  British  force*— a  force 
of  a  thousand  ships;  and  without  aii  eneihy-oa 
that  element.  And  can  it  be  supposed,  that  now, 
on  the  eve  of  a  war,  we  V:aA  build  sinps  to  assist 
us  in  this  contest  ?  It  cannot  be  done.  He  had 
declared  himself  opposed  to  a  I^aval  Establishment 
for  this  country ;  but  if  be  were  ever  so  wa'rm  a 
friend  to  it,  and  it  was  the  determination  of  Con- 
gress to  build  a  navy,  it  must  necessarily  be  the 
work  of  many  years  iA  peace. 

Much  had  been  said  about  the  value  6f  com- 
merce; and  that  no  nation  was  ever  great  or 
wealthy  without  it.  Commerce,  it  is  true,  has  a 
tendency  to  introduce  wealth  and  luxury  into  the 
country,  and  to  improve  the  manners  of  a  people; 
but  has  never  been  favorable  to  morals-r-on  the 
contrary,  he  believed  it  was  destructive  to  correct 
morals.  We  oueht  not,  therefore,  to  make  sacrifices 
for  it  that  would  ruin  the  country  ;  for  no  com- 
merce that  we  ever  had  or  shall  have,  would  sup- 
port the  expense  of  a  navy.  To  make  compari- 
sons between  the  situation  of  this  country  and 
Great  Britain  is  ridiculous.  There  are  two  strong 
reasons  for  a  fleet  there,  which  do  not  exist  here. 
From  her  insiular  situation,  a  navy  is  her  bulwark 
and  wall  of  defence ;  and  it  is  necessary  for  keep- 


ing up'her  commerce  and  cothmunication  with 
her  foreign  colonies. 

A  great  objection  to  navies  is,  that  wketem 
they  exist  they  are  sure  to  ^duce  a  heavy  nt- 
tional  debt,  whio^  is  even  more  dangerous  to  lib* 
erty,  than  either  fleets  or  armies. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  54  to  39.. 

Mr.  Cbeves  moved  to  fill  up  the  blanks  ia  the 
section  providing  for  the  purchase  of  timberaod 
other  imperishable  materials  for  ship  building, 
with  the  snin  of  "  twO  hundred  thousand  dollars 
annually  for  th^ee  years^  viz :  the  years  1812, 1813, 
and  1814."       ^  . 

Mr.  Rqea.  considered  this  section  as  a  kind  of 
pledge  that  we  will  hereafter  go  on  with  this  Da?y. 
For  himself,  be  did.  not  wish  to  enter  into  any 
such  engagement,  and  should  therefore  more  to 
strike  out  the  section. 

Mr.  BuBWELL  submitted  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  whether  he  might  not  obtain  bis  object 
in  a  differedt  way,  without  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion, by  moving  to  strike  oqt  that  part  of  the 
amendment  which  'extends  the  appropriation  be- 
yond the  present  year,  and  leave  a  successive  Con- 
gress to  appropriate  money  for  this  object,  or  not, 
as  .they  may  "judge  proper.  He  was  clearly,  oif 
opinion  that  if  we  engage  in  a  commercial  war, 
some  portion  of  our  strength  ought, to  appear  in 
vessels  of  war ;  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
embarr^iss  the  country  by  large  appropriations  for 
this  object.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  against 
striking  out  this  section;  but  he  did.  not  mean, 
by  this  vote,  to  pledge  himself  to  favor,  at  any 
time,  the  establishment  of  a  large  navy.  From  the 
nature  of  our  Government,  some  desree  of  naval 
force  appears  to  be  necessary ;  but  how  far  it  i» 
proper  to  burden  the  country  at  this  tinje,  it  be- 
comes a  matter  of  consideration.  Mr.  B.  saw  no 
danger  to  be  apprehended  of  our  getting  such  a 
navy  as  would  lead  us  to  make  conquests;  av  it 
never  could  become  such  without  the  consent  of 
the  people ;  and  the  expense  attending  sutb  an 
establishment  would  alwayi  prctent  its  growing 
too  rapidly.  If  w^  were  lobe  engaged  in  ^ 
with  England',  Mr.  B.  thought  it  would  not  be 
well  to  go  ip  buildlilg  ships  so  large  as  sereoty- 
fours,  which  would  reouire  each  a  thousand  men 
to 'man  them ;  it  would  be  more  serviceable  to  di- 
vide the  force  into  smaller  vessels,  which  wooM 
have  a  greater  effect  on  our  enemy,  and  expctt 
us  to  less  risk  in  losing  our  men.  Mr.  B.  apol- 
ogized for  having" said  n^oi^  than  he  intended. 

Mr.  Rhea  thanked  the  gentleman  for  his  ad- 
vice ;  but  gave  reasons  why  he  prerf'etred  his  own 
motion  to  the  one  which  he  recommended. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  se<;tion  was 
negati^d,  there  being  only  27  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  BuawELL  asked  for  a  division  of  the  qnes- 
tion,  by  6rst  taking  the  sense  of  the  Commiiw 
upon  the  amount  of  the  appropriation.  If  carried, 
it  could  afterwards  be  decided  whether  it  shoold 
be  made  for  one,  or  three  years. 

The  first  question  being  carried  and  the  second 
put — 

Mr.  Smilib  objected  .to  making  the  appropria- 
tion for  more  than  one  year.    It  was  wreng  to 
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suppose  that  all  wisdom  rested  with  the^D.  Ano- 
ther Congress  would  be  as  capable  of  judging  of 
the  proprletjr  of  making  the  appropriation  as  the 
present.    He  hoped  it  would  be  left  to  them. 

Mr.  Cbevbb  obserred,  that  if  the  appropriation 
were  to  be  limited  to  one  year,  it  would,  in  a  great 
degree,  defeat  the  object  in  Yiew.  The  commit- 
tee bad  proposed  the  appropriation  in  this  way, 
rather  than  to  call  for  $600,000  at  once;  as  it 
woold  enable  the  Department  to  make  the  neces- 
sary contracts  without  requiring  the  money  to  be 
immediately  appropriated. 

The  question  on  making:  the  appropriation  for 
three  years  was  carried;  there  being  61  rotes 
fi^rit 

The  next  section  relates  iq  a  dock  yard.  The 
Committee  rose,  without  taking,  a  question  upon 
it,  and  had  leare  to  sit  jigain. 

Friday,  Januaty  24.     ' 
Mr.  Qbolson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  WiU 
liams,  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  tQ» 
a  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
aod  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  committed  the 
bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
decide  on  the  case  of  the  Eliza  Ann,  with  the 
amendments  from  the  Senate,  reported  the  bill, 
and  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  Senate's 
ameodments.  The  House  went  into  a  commit- 
tee OQ  this  bill ;  and  bavins  agreed  to  ity  and  re- 
ported their  agreement  to  the  House,  fhe  House 
took  up  the  bill  and  agreed  to  it  as  amended. 
The  title  of  the  bill  is  amended  by  adding  the 
Words,  ^and  the  ca5e  of  the  ship  Maiy  and  Fran- 
cis, belonging  to  Nathaniel  Goadard.'' 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  afrain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  the 
Ntfal  Eistablishment. 

Mr.  QoLD. — I  have  hitherto,  Mr.  Chairman,  re- 
mained silent  during  the  interesting  discussion  of 
the  bill  on  your  table.  I  should  not  now  rise,  af- 
ter the  able  and  eloquent  arguments  I-  have  wit- 
Beased,  was  it  not  for  the  peculiar  situation  of  the 
Btate  of  New  York,  her  commercial  ehacacler, 
ftod  exposed  aituation.  The  diseossion,  air,  hats 
invol?^  tbe  great  national  ]>oltcy  of  a  oar  v.  than 
which  a  more  impoftantfeubject  oould  not  be  pre- 
sented to  any  Qovemment,  and  especially  to  that 
of  the  United  States. 

When  gentlemen  urge  against  the  bill  the  sickly 
aad  deficient  state  of  the  Treasury,  I  am  not 
moved ;  but,  sir,  when  it  is  said  that  the  time  has 
not  come,  and  probably  never  will,  for  providing 
tNavai  Establishment;  when  the  poliev  of  a  navy 
vader  any  circuoistances  is  questioned,  I  cannot 
dissemble ;  I  feel  concern  ;  I  am  alarmed  for  the 
iateresu  of  the  commercial  States  in  the  Union. 
I  know  full  well,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  inauspicious 
eireumstaoces,  under. which  I  aadress  many  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Committee,  with  whom  strong  pre- 
ppssessioos  against  a  navy  have  long  prevailed. 
Bat  it  is  due  io  this  gteki  question,  that  the  ground 


of  former  opinions  should  be  reviewed,  and  the 
intrinsic  merits  of  the  question  subjected  to  the 
test  of  sober  reason,  uninfluenced  by  pre-judgment 
or  former  iippressions. 

Has  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  left 
the  question  open,  for  Congress  to  adopt  or  reject 
the  policy  of  a  navy,  or  was  it  settled  bv  the 
framef>s  of  the  Constitution,  and  a  moral  obliga* 
tipn  created  upon  Congress  to  provide  a  navy  as. 
soon  as  the  resources  of  the  United  States  will 
permit  ? 

Qentlemen-  will  bear  in  mind,  in  considering 
this  question,  that  ours  is  not  a  Government  of 
absolute  sovereignty  and  general  jurisdiction,  but 
limited  as  to  its  objects  and  powers ;  that  the  ne- 
cessity of  national  legislation  oa  certain  subject;^ 
produced  it,  and  the  delegation  of  power  by  the 
States  was  guided  solely  by  that  necessity,  l^ 
the  exercise  of  a  power  was  necessary  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  it  was  given;  if  not  necessary, 
it  ^as  retained  by  the  States.  Is  no(  this,  sir,  the 
fair  and  just  principle  that  governed  the  Con- 
vention in  the  delegation  of  power  to  the  Generiil 
Gk>vernment  1  If  so,  then,  sir,  I  do  confidently 
insist,  that  the  policy  of  a  navy  is  decided  by  the 
CouMtitutioa — that  the  Convention  in  giving  to 
this  Grovernment  the  "  power  to  provide  and  main- 
tain a  navy,''  did  decide  that  power  to  be  necessary, 
and  intend  it  should  be  exercised  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  commerce  and  defence  of  the  United 
States.  What,  sir!  was  the  power  to  provide  a 
navy  taken  from  the  States  as  a  deadly  poison, 
to  be  here  destroyed  ;  or,  like  edged  tools,  wrestea 
froin  the  hands  of  children,  to  be  laid  up  here  out 
of  harm's  way  ?  Is  this  power  so  vested  in  Con- 
gress to  be  preserved  liite  the  consecrated  gold  in 
the  temple,  to  be  seen  only  by  the  high  priest,  but 
touched  by  no  mortal  ?  Is  jt  to  remain  here  dor- 
mant, never  to  be  called  into  action  f 

What  adds  greatly  to  my  construction  is,  that 
this  power  is  not  only  ^iven  to  the  United  States 
but  taken awav  or  denied  to  tbe  States;  it  never 
can  be  believed,  that  the  commercial  States  would 
have  surrendered  up  this  appropriate  power  o/ 
protection  by  a  navy,  together  with  a  rich  impost 
revenue,  except  upon  the  fullest  confidence  and 
cleat  conviction  that  the  Constitution  imposed  on 
Congress  the  obligation  to  furnish  to  comtoerct 
naval  protection. 

At  the  period  of  the  Constitution,  commerce 
was  important  to  the  United  States :  it  may  b? 
considered  among  the  great  objects  of  the  Consti- 
tution; but  every  revolving  year  down  to  this  day 
has  increased  that  importance  in  unfolding  new 
and  extensive  commercial  benefits;  so  important 
have  the  interests  of  commerce  become  at  thia 
time,  that  the  present  war,  which  has  spread  over 
the  most  of  tne  European  theatre,  may  be  con- 
sidered a  war  of  commerce.  Can  any  man,  in 
his  sober  senses,  believe  that  the  commercial  por* 
tions  of  the  Union  will  consent  to  abandon  this 
treasure  ? 

It  is  said  "  the  time  has  not  come  for  a  navy.** 
What  further  dangers,  what  new  scenes  of  trial 
are  now  reserved  for  suffering  humanitv  ?  Have 
we  not  seen  in  oar  days  an  epitome  ot  centuries 
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for  all  that  is  great  and  audacious  ia  human  power, 
lot  all  that  is  flagitious  in  its  abuse?  Have 
we  not  seen  na^tions  crushed  like  th«  poor  beetle 
beneath  the  giant  tread  of  this  modiern  Anila  of 
Prance?  Neutral  rights!  they  are  known  only 
in  their  Violation,  ifthe  time  has  not  yet  come 
for  preparation,  it  may  be  justly  said  that  it  never 
will  come. 

But  it  is  objected,  that  "our  efforts  would  be 
nugatory,^'  as  we  cannot  meet  that  Power,  which 
bas  obtained  superiority  on  the  ocean,  ship  to^ship 
and  man  to  man.  Wnat,  sir,  is  the  tendency  of 
this  objection  ?  What  the  consequence  of  this 
logic,  but  to  disarm  and  expose  naked  all  the  mi- 
nor or  -secondary  Powers  of  the  world  ?  To  in- 
Tite  them  to  retreat  altogether  from  the  ocean,  or 
yield  themselves  up  as  unresisting  victims  to  in- 
justice and  rapine  1  Consequences  which  no  en- 
lightened man  can  fail  to  see;  no  virtuous  man 
but  to  deplore ;  no  brave  man  without  an  impulse 
to  draw  Ills  sword. 

When  the  Athenian  Staitehad  obtained  a  decided 
superiority  at  sea,  among  the  Orecian  States,  as 
well  in  the  number  of  her  ships  as  in  the  skill  of 
her  seamen,  the  minor  powers  of  the  Peloponnesus, 
instead  of  yielding  themselves  up  to  despair,  to 
such  counsels  as  are  now  urged  upon  us,  united 
tbeir  little  fleets  and  boldly  advanced  to  the  con- 
flict on  the  ocean;  they  nobly  persevered  till 
Athens  was  humbled  in  the  dust.  To  draw  nearer 
to  our  own  times,  let  gentlemen  turn  their  eyes 
to  Europe,' and  there  behold  the  Government  of 
France,  after  a  series  of  defeats  and  disaster^  at 
sea,  ending  in  almost  annihilation  of  their  fleer, 
yet  persevering  in  the  unsnaken  policy  of  a  navy; 
and  firmly  resolving  to  restore  it  on  the  ocean. 
Is  the  Emporer  of  France  also  blind  to  policy,  to 
the  true  instruments  of  his  power  ?  He  has  given 
too  many  fatal  proofs  of  his  skill  for  us  not  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  no  man  living  better  compre- 
hends the  niieans  necessary  to  compass,  his  ends. 
Shall  the  United  States,  with  asitnation^o  much 
more  advantageous,  with  seamen  so  much  supe- 
rior, abandon  the  ocean,  and  give  in  to  this  blind 
and  ruinous  policy  7 

^he  opinion  of  the  late  President  Jefiersoa  hits 
been  read  from  his  Notes  on  Virginia;  an  opinion 
formed  in  his  closet,  at  an  auspicious,  period,  be- 
fore he  plunged  into  'that  scene  of  party  turmoil 
and  confusion  that  followed. 
.  I  now  present  you  the  official  communication 
of  President  Washington,  on  the  subject  of  a 
Dfivy,  from  his  speech  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session  of  the  fourth  Congi'ess : 

"  To  an  active  external  commerce,  the  protection  of 
a  naval  force  b  indispensable.  This  b  manifest  with 
fegard  to  wars  in  which  a  State  is  itself  a  party.  But, 
besides  thb,  it  is  in  our  own  experiem:e,  that  the  most 
sincere  neutrality  is  not  a  sufficient  guard  against  the 
depredatiotis  of  nations  at  war.  To  secure  respect  to  a 
4keutral  flag  requires  a  naval  force,  organized  and  ready  to 
vindicate  it  from  insult  or  aggression.  T\m  may  even 
prevent  the  necessity  of  going  to  war,  by  discouraging 
belligerent  Powers  Arom  committing  such  violations  of 
tbe  rights  of  a  neutral  party,  as  mavt  first  or  last,  leave 
BO  other  option.    From  the  best  information  I  have 


been  able  to  obtain,  it  would  seem  as  if  oar  trade  to  the 
Meditorraneaa,  without  a  protecting  f^rce,  will  always 
be  insecure,  and  our  citizens  exposed  to  the  calamitiet 
from  which  numbers  of  them  have  but  juat  been  relieved. 

"  These  considerations  invite  the  United  States  to 
look  to  the  means  and  to  set  about  the  gradual  creation 
of  a  navy^  The  increasing  progress  of  their  natigation 
promises  them,  at  no  dbtant  period,  the  requisite  sap* 
ply  of  seamen ;  and  their  means,  in  other  respect^ 
favor  the  undertaking.  It  is  an  encouragement  like- 
wise, that  their  particular  situation  will  give  weigitt 
and  influence  to  a  moderate  naval  force  in  their  baiidt 
Will  it  not  then  be  advisable  to  begin  without  delay, 
to  provide  and'  lay  up  Uie  materials  for  bmldiDg  aad 
equipping  ships  of  war,  and  to  proceed  in  thatwoikl^ 
degrees,  in  proportion  as  .our  resouroes  shall  render  it 
practicable  without  inconvenience ;  so  that  a  fvtnie 
war  of  Europe  may  not  find  our  commerce  in  Ihssame 
unprotected  state,  in  which  it  was  found  by  the  present" 

This. great  and  good  man,  who  knew  bow  to 
preserve  wha|  he  had  so  gallantly  contributed  to 
acquire,  could  not  retire  from  the  councils  of  his 
country,  withouta  parting  lesson  on  this  interest- 
ing subject^  which  he  has  thus- placed  on  record 
for  the  benefit  of  his  countrymen. 

It  is  mtich  to  be  lamented,  that  advice  from  so 
high,  so  pure  and  unsuspicious  a  source^  shoold 
have  lost  its- influence  on  those  who  wield  the 
destinies  of  the  country.  This  enlightened  states- 
man had  not  formed  that  strange  opinion,  that  if 
we  could  not  equal  the  greatest  Power  oo  the 
ocean,  therefore  we  should  retire  and  yield  to  the 
least;'  to  become  a  prey  to  every  petty  Power 
that  could  *send  a  corsair  to  sea. 

It  is  farther  objected,  that  comnxeree  is*  not 
worth  the  expense  of  protection.  At  prosperous 
periods,  the  annual  export,  trade  of  the  United 
States  may  be  estimated  at  seventy  millions  of 
dollars  ;  an  average  of  the  last  nine  years,  exclod- 
ing  the  present  year,  is  972,469,000 ;  thii  includes 
both  domestic  and  foreign  articles.  The  export 
of  domestic  articles  only  for  the  year  ending  in 
October  last  is  $45,000,000.  The  benefits  of  a 
free  commerce  to  the  husfaundman  are  inealcala- 
ble ;  a  favorable  market  for  his  surplus  prodaee, 
a  reward  for  the  toils  of  the  field,  by  stimulating 
industry,  greatly  increases  the  products  of  the 
couiitry,  and  adds  to  the  valuation  or  iotriosic 
wealth  of  the  State ;  the  aogmetited  amount  of 
the  product  becomes  so  much  clear  profit.  Al- 
though particular  articles  have,  the  last  year^fotto^ 
a  favorable  market^  yet  the  general  ncfarketishad; 
the  country  languishes,  and  the  farmer  sickeas 
at  the  past,  and  sighs  for  the  return  of  the  former 
rich  and  joyous  tide  of  free  commerce.  No  maa 
who  is  not  blind  to  the  best  interests  of  his  country 
can  fail  to  see  the  importance  of  commerce,  and 
the  necessity  of  protecting  it. 

It  has  been  alleged,  that  the  balance  of  trade, 
with  Great  BritaiUj  is  against  the  United  States. 
I  know,  sfr,  very  well  the  difficulties  attaiding 
the  investigation  of  what  is  termed  the  "balance 
of  trade ;"  but  there  are  palpable  errors  in  the 
usual  calculations  on  this  subject.  An  estimate 
of  exports  is  made  at  our  custom-houses  by  a  vain* 
ation  of  the  articU  when  shipped.  I9ow  it  i^ 
obvious,  on  a  moment's  reflection,  that  the  value 
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of  the  export  to  as  is  in  the  price  at  which  it  is  sold 
in  Great  Britaio  ;  this^  is  what  we  receive  from 
Olreat  Britain,  and  if  frequently  exceeds  the  val- 
uation at  our  custom-house  twenty-five  or  thirty 
per  cent.  The  great  error  lies  in  not  bringing 
into  the  account  freight,  insurance,  dec,  which  is 
the  fruit  of  American  industry ;  our  ships  are  from 
our  own  forests,  and  are  navigated  by  American 
hands.  On  imports,  freight  or  an  equivalent  per 
rentage  is.  I  understand,  added  to  the  invoice,  or 
contract  price,  at  the  custom-house,  to  show  the 
amount  imported,  as  though  freight  was  always 
paid  to  a  British  ship  owner;  whereas  the  origi- 
nal cost  of  the  article  imported  should  be  only  re- 
garded in  stating  the  account  of  imports.  My 
remarks  are  confined  to  trade  in  American  bot- 
toms. The  fair  result  will.  I  am  persuaded,  prore, 
that  our  trade  with  Great  Britain  is  advantageous 
to  the  country,  having  a  due  regard,  at  all  times, 
as  we  ought,  to  check  the  importation  of  such 
articles'as  our  own  manufactures  can  supply  on 
{food  terms.  To  the  arls  of  peace  and-  the  great 
interests  of  free  government,  commerce  in  all* 
ages  and  states  has  proved  eminently  favorable, 
and  in  this  view  comes  strongly  recommended  to 
the  freemen  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  further  alleged,  that  **  the  country  does 
not  possess  the  pecuniary  resources  for  a  navy." 
Thfs  Government  has  recieived  from  commerce 
alone,  in  duties,  the  enormous  sum  of  $191,291,- 
734,  from  its  commencement,  including  the  Sec- 
retary's estimate  for  the  year  just  ended.  A  Gov- 
ernment, with  such  a  revenue,  cannot  be  without 
resources  in  credit  at  least.  For  this  liberal  con- 
tribntioo  of  commerce,  protection  is  justly  due. 
A  reasonable  portion  of  the  above  amount  ought 
lobe  considered  as  placed  in  a  strong  box,  sacred 
to  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  country. 
If  it  has  been  withdrawn  forany  other  purpose ;  it 
ought  ndw,  in'  this  day  of  peril  oft  the  sea.  to  be 
restored.  To  refuse  this  pi^oteciion,  is  to  do  in- 
JQstice  to  the  interests  of  the  country;  to  under- 
mine the  Federal  compact  add  sap  the  foundation 
of  the  UnioiK  Standing  up  on  the  high  ground 
of  the  Coiistitution,  the  commercial  States,  op- 
pressed in  every  sea,  abd  bleeding  at  every  pore, 
make  this  appeal  for  protection,  and,  I  trust,  it 
will  not  be  made  in  vain.  The  port  of  New  York 
*lone  has.  for  several  years,  contributed  thirty-two, 
handredths,  or  nearly  one  third,  of  the  whole  im- 
port revenue  of  the  United  Stites;  this  sum, 
about  forty-five  millions  in  the  whole,  would  have 
enabled  that  State  alone  to  build  a  navy  greatly 
exceeding  all  the  Ujiited  States  have  done  on  the 
subject.  You  ought  not  "to  muzzle  the  mouth 
of  the  ox  that  treadeth  put  the  corn;"  yon  ought 
not  to  afford  to  any  State  cause  of  regret  for  hav- 
ing entered  the  league. 

'  Great  additions  to  the  Navy  at  this  time  are 
not  asked.  The  policy  of  the  Government,  in  re- 
lation to  commercial  protection,  should  be  dis- 
tinctly declared,  and  a  reasonable  portion  of  the 
pnblic  revenue  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 
New  and  increasing  obstacles  are  thrown  in 
the  way.  It  is  said  "  we  cannot  man  a  navy." 
Assertions  and  pretexts  may  be  multiplied  with- 


out end.  Is  there  anything  more  dear  to  the 
heart  of  the  sailor,  than  the  sailor's  life  ?  the 
charm  continues  till  death.  Why  should  there 
be  more  difficulty  in  procuring  a  sailor  than 
a  soldier?  Will  not  the  same  bounties  avail? 
Washington,  in  recommending  a  navy,  did  not 
discover  this  obstacle.  ^  Seamen  will  prefer  to 
engage  on  board  privateer  ships,"  it  is  said  ;  how 
can  this  be?  Does  not  the  sailor  (in  public  ves- 
sels) receive  wagc^  in  addition  to  prize  money? 
No,  Mr.  Chairman;  such  suggestions,  such  imag- 
inary obstacles,  ingeniously  multipled  in-  every 
stage  of  the  debate,  at  every  step  in  our  progress, 
will  not,  they  ought  not  to  avail.  The  Const,i- 
tution  has  pledged  the  Government  to  the  protec- 
tion of  commerce ;  the  best  interests  of  the  country 
require  it;  the  injustice  of  foreign  natipns,  the  daily 
violation  of  the  American  flag,  demand  it';  and 
the  present  eventful  period,  so  bi^  with  danger, 
so  strongly  marked  for  a  subversion  of  bll  that 
has  been  held  sacred  in  the  laws  of  nations,  ad- 
monishes ns  of  our  duty,  and  proclaims  aloud  that 
the  time  has  come,  when  the  Constitutional 
power  given  to  this  Government  to  provide  a 
navy,, should  lie  eflectualiy  exerted. 

The  blank  in  the  section  for  providing  a  dock* 
vard,  was  filled  with  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

'Mr.  Rhba  inoved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  fix 
the  dock  yard  in  the  navy  yard  at  Washington 
City^;  but  this  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large 
majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cheves,  the  words  "  central 
and,"  were  struck  out,  so  as  to  leave  the  site  of 
the  dock  yard  to  be  determined  by  the  Executive. 

The  Committee,  having  gone  tfiraugh  the  bill, 
rose  and  reported  it  to  the  House  with  the  amend- 
ments. The  House  took  up  the  bill,  and,  on  the 
question  of  filling  \]p  the  blank  for  repairing^  the 
vessels  on  hand  with  '^'four  hunidred  and  eighty 
thousand  dollars,"  it  was  carried — yeas  90,  nays 
23,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Willi«  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
veoson  Archer,  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Wm.  Blackledge,  Harmanos 
Bleecker,  James  Brockenridge,  Blijah  Bngham,  Wm« 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condit» 
William  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Roger  Da- 
vis, John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott^  James  Fisk, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R,  Gold,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawes,  Jacob  Huily,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard 
Jackson,  jun.,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
WilUam  R-  King,  Lyman  Law,  Peter  LitUe,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jas. 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stfe- 
phen  Ormsby,  Joseoh  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasaato,  Junior,  Benjamin 
Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed, 
William  M.  Richardson,  lieniy  M.  Ridgely,  JoIa 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  RobertSi  Ebeneur  8age» 
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Thomai  Sammoiw,  John  Beyier,  Adam  Seybert,  Dan- 
iel Shefiey,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Star- 
res,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
'White,  Thomas  Wibon»  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright 

Nats— William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  James  Cochran,  Meshack  Franklin,  Edwin 
Gra^»  Boiling  Hall,  Abner  Lacock,  Aaron  Lyie,  Na- 
tiianiel  Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Mjetcalf,  Wm. 
Piper»  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel 
Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
William  Strong,  Robert  WhitehiU,  and  Da^d  R. 
Williams.  ^ 

The  question  was  next  put  upon  agreeing  to 
the  report  "of  the  Committee  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  which  contemplated 
the  building  of  new  frigates;  when 

Mr.  Williams  rose  and  spoke  at  considerable 
length.  He.  said  the  time  was  rei-y  inauspicious 
for  comQiencio^  an  undertaking  of  such  magni- 
tude as  the  building  a  navy,  which  could  be  of 
bo  use  in  the  approaching  contest.  He  doubted 
the  policy  of  engaging  ia  the  business  at  all;  for 
navies,  he  said,  had  deceived  the  hopes  of  every 
eouotry  which  had  relied  upon  them^'that  we 
could  i^ever  expect  to  be  able  to  meet  Great  Brit- 
ain on  the  ocean ;  that  we  had  fought  ihrough 
the  Revolution  >iritbout  a  tiavy ;  for  in  that  json- 
test,  a^siogle  privateer  had  done  more  than  the 
(eit  snips  of  war  which'  were  in  possession  of 
the  old  Congress;  that  except  we  are  able  to 
buil4  and  equip  a  navj  equal  to  meet  the  British 
at  sea.  we  were  better  without  one,  as  our  ships 
woulcl  probably  fall  a  prey  to  their  superior  force; 
that  his  greatest  objection  against  a  navy  was, 
that  it  mu^t  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace  as  well 
as  in  war ;  that  when  the  gentlep[ien  spoke  of  a 
navy  as  cheaper  than  an  army,  they  could  not 
mean  to  say  that  if  we  had  a  navy  the  army 
could  be  dispensed  with— they  could  not,  for  in- 
stance, take  possession  of  Canada  by  a  navy; 
that  the  building  of  a  navy  would  burden  the 
people  with  oppressive  taxes ;  that  such  an  estab- 
lishment would  serve  only  to  increase  Executive 
patronage;  that  with  respect  to  commerce,  the 

ale  were  willing  to  give  it  all  the  protection 
eir  power,  but  they  could  not  provide  a  navy 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Cheves  spoke  at  some  length  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Williams. 

After  a  few  words  of  rejoinder  by  Mr.  MTil- 
xiAMSj  the  House  adjourned. 

Saturday,  January  25. 

Mr.  Burwell  moved  that  the  report  of  the 

Secretary  of  War,  in  conformity  to  a  resolution 

which  he,  some  time  ago^  presented  to  the  House, 

.in  relation  t&  Indian  affairs,  be  referred  to  a  select 

•ommittee. — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  David  R.  Williams  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  the  first  opportunity  which  he  could  get, 
eall  up^the  bill  for  classifying  and  arming  the 
nilitia  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Jbrninqs  called  up  for  consideration  a  res- 
olution, which  be  had  laid  upon  the  table  some 


time  ago,  calling  upon  the  President  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States  for  information  respecting  lodian 
agents  in  the  indi^naapd  Illinois  Territories, 
touchhfg  certaia  treaties  and  purchases  of  laodi. 
Affreed  to. 

•  Mr.  CoNDiT  said,  that  by  a  report  of  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  made  on  (be  8th  of  No- 
vember last,  there  appeared  to  be  a  lam  amount 
of  public  money  due  from  public  officers.  He 
thought  some  efficient  measures  ought  to  be  takea 
to  obtain  payment  of  these  arrears.  He,  then- 
.fore,  offered  the  following  resolution: 

KcMhiedi  That  the  Qommittee  t>f  Ways  and  Mesu 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  impeii- 
sion  of  payment  And  lossee  which  have  accrued  from 
the  defalcation  of  public  officers,  and  report  to  thii 
House  what  alterations  or  amendments  are  necetniy 
in  the  laws  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  in  order 
to  secure  the  prompt  payment  6t  its  officers  in  fatuie* 

After  a  few  explanatory  observations  from  Mr. 
Bacon,  (chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,)  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  it* 
tention  of  the  comteittee  had  already  been  dnwn 
to  this  subject,  the  resbkition  was  agreed  to. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  order  of  the  daf, 
which  was  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Estab- 
lishment:. The  question  on. agreeing  to  the  re- 
port of  th^  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  strike 
out  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  which  provided 
for  the  building  of  a  number  of  new  frigates^ 
being  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Wriobt, — Mr.  Speaker:  Congress  having 
provided  by  law  a  regular  army,  aad  a  volooteer 
corps  sufficient  for  every  purpose  of  offence  and 
defence,  and  to  guard  our  territorial  frontiers,  oar 
attention  is  now  correctly  drawn  to  the  protce- 
tion  of  our  commerce,  our  seamen,  and  maritime 
frontiers,  bv  the  establishment  o/  such  an  ad(fi- 
tional  naval  force  as  our  resources  may  enable  u^ 
without  inconvenience  to-  the  people,  cotatneasa- 
rate  to  the  object,  as  nearly  as  possible,  and  it- 
manded.by  the  crisis,  and  the  pubflic  ezpectatioo. 
Sir,  in  vthe  consideration  of  this  subject,  I  am 
sorry  to  discover  anv  symptoms  of  geographical 
objections  to  the  bill;  and  I  am  prompted ^y  the 
occasion  to  remind  gentlemen  jn  this  House  of 
the  Valedictory  Address— *  the  official  lepiCj^ 
the  immortal  Washington,  to  thit  American  peo- 
ple, ^  not  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  influenced,  br 
*^  any  geographical  considerationa,  which  would 
^  set  in  array  one  section  of  the  Union  against 

*  another ;  that  the  union  of  these  States  was  tbe 
'  sheet  anchor  of  our  hope,.andits  permanence  the 
^  best  securit]r  of  the  liberties  of  the  whole." 

Sir,  I  consider  the  American  people  one  great 
family,  united  by  the  social  coppacL  hj  which 
the  interest  of  every  section  of  the  Union  is  to 
be  guarded  by  the  equal  energies  of  the  Govera- 
ment ;  and  I  consider  Congress  as  the  father  of 
that  family,  bound  by  an  equal  affection  to  every 
member  of  it,  to  protect  its  various,  dbtant,  aad 
discordant  interests  with  parental  care,  and  to 
dispense  its.  justice,  iu  favors^  and  iu  bounties^ 
with  an  even  hand. 
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Sir,  every  member  of  this  honorable  body  is 
the  representative  of  the  whole  American  people, 
and  by  the  great  charter,  which  was  surely  a 
measore  of  compromise,  intended  to  unite  the 
American  people,  and  b]r  that  union  to  give 
strength,  and  by  its  organization  protection ;  by 
the  application  of  its  united  energies,  to  secure 
erery  mterest  of  every  portion  of  the  great  Amer- 
ican empire. 

I  cannot,  from  my  own  feelings  upon  the  occa- 
sion, and  the  recolleciipn  of  the  commission  by 
which  we  are  appointed  to  act,  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  whole,  suffer 
myself  to  believe  that  any  honorable  member 
will  suffer  himself  to  be  influenced  by  any  other 
than  his  best  judgment  how  and  in  what  man- 
ner that  general  welfare  will  be  best  promoted, 
notwithstanding  the  violent  geographical  symp- 
toms that  have  manifested  themselves  in  this 
case. 

I.  for  my  part,  should  blush  if  I  was  influenced 
by  any  other  motives,  nor  will  I  ascribe  to  others 
that  of  whvch  I,  for  mvself  should  be  ashamed. 

Sir,  it  will  be  recollected  with  what  prompt- 
ness ttiis  House  lately  acted  in  providing  six  com- 
panies of  rangers  to  patrol  the  territorial  frontiers 
of  the  West,  to  ctiard  the  children  of  the  woods 
on  that  frontier  from  the  savage  scalping  knife;  I 
withpleasure  beheld. its  electric  transit  throuc^h 
the  House,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  forgotten  by 
gentlemen  of  that  quarter  when  they  are  called 
on  to  protect  th4  maritime  frontiers  on  the  South 
and  the  Bast,  although  against  a  civilized  yet  not 
less  savage  foe. 

I  hope  gentlemen  will  also  recollect  the  chain 
of  redoubts  on  our  territorial  frontiers,  and  that 
the  soldiers  of  our  peace  establishment  are  sta- 
tioned there  for  their  protection. 

I  trust  the  recollection  of  these  things  Will 
have  the  desired  effect,  and '  that  this  honorable 
hodjf  will  feel  not  only  its  justice  and  equanim- 
ity, but  its'  magnanimity  enlisted,  in  providijog 
toch  an  additional  naval  force,  as  will  not  only 
protect  commerce,  that  in  which  we  are  all  in- 
terested, but  effeptually  protect  our  niaritime  fron- 
tiers, in  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  se^bo^rd 
and  bays  are  more  immediately  interested. 

Sir^  m  order  to  present  to  the  House  distinctly 
my  views  of  the  naval  force,  I  wish  at  this  tirne 
to  add  to  our  present  navy  the  exaet  amount  of 
the  expenses  of  its  establishment,  and  the  annual 
expense  to  support  it,  as  well  as  the  resources  of 
the  nation  out  of  which  it  is  to  be  established 
and  supported,  and  the  extent  of  the  commerce 
to  be  hereby  protected — I  must  beg  their  indul- 
gence while  I  deal  a  little  in  official  detail,  and 
show  them  the  force  intended ;  the  expense  to  be 
incurred^;  the  funds  out  of  which  it  is  to  be  ef- 
fected, and  the  commerce  to  be  thereby  protected. 
Bat,  before  I  proceed,  permit  me  to  remark,  that 
the  force  I  shall  prc^ose  is  limited  by  discovering 
an  indisposition  in  soiiie  gentleman  to  vote  for 
the  ten  38-gun  frigates,  from  an  apprehension  of 
our  inability  at  this  time  to  meet  the  expense, 
and  in  others,  from  an  implacable  aversion  to  any 
Qtvy  at  all,  and  not  from  any  objection  I  haive 


to  the  force  proposed.  Therefore,  from  a  persua- 
sion that  the  ten  38-gun  frigates  cannot  be  car- 
ried, as  welt  as  from  a  spirit  of  accommodation, 
I  propose  to  fill  the  blank  with  six  32-gua  frig- 
ates, which  I  confidently  hope  will  obtain.  The 
expense  of  building  six  32-gun  frigates,  by  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  is  $768,000, 
and  the  annual  expense  of  supporting  theia 
$612,000. 

Sir,  having"stated  the  force  and  the  expense  of 
establishing  and  maintaining  it,  I  will  now  state 
the  resources  of  the  nation,  out  of  which  it  is  to 
be  established  and  i^upported.  The  public  lands 
of  the  United  States  are  six  hundred  millions  of 
acres,  which  are^now  sold  at  not  less  than  two 
dollars  per  acre,  making  twelve  hundred  millions 
of  ^dollars,  the  annual  interest  of  which  is,  at  sis 
per  cent.,  seventy-two  millions  of  dollars;  and 
these  lands  must^increase  in  value  in  a  ratio  pro- 

Sortioned  to  their  demand  and  reduced  quanMty. 
irir,  thefr  demand  is  increasing  every  ilay  by  the 
emigration  of  our  own  citizens  to  them,  and  by 
their  invitation  to  foreigners,  who  are  Crowding 
into  this  asylum  of  liberty,  flying  from  the  perse- 
cutions of  the  Old  Worla,  as  appears  by  the  late 
census;  and,  as  the  quantity  shall  i>e  reduced, 
Congress,  as  the  guardians  of  the  public  purse, 
will  assuredly  increase  and  graduate  the  pirice  by 
the  demand.  Sir,  the  net  revenue  on  impost 
and  tonnage  has  exceeded  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars per  year.  Our  exports  in  one  year  of  pros- 
perity have  etceeded  one  hundred  and  seven 
millions  of  dollars,  and  our  imports  have  exceeded 
seventy-five  millions  of  dollars.  Our  registered 
tonnage  employed  in  foreign  commerce  is  984,- 
269  tons,  besides  that  employed  in  the  eoastinff 
trade,  and  in  the  small  waters  of  the ,  United 
States. 

Sir;  can  it  be  possible  that  any  gentleman  not 
averse  to  a  navy,  or  not  devoted  to  the  Chinese 
policy,  after  this  view  of  the  expense  of  building 
and  maintaining  six  thirty-two-gun  frigates,  and 
^his  statement  of  the  resources  of  the  nation,  the 
immense  amount  of  our  exports  and  imports,  and 
the  great  amount  of  our  tonnage,  can  have  a 
doubt  of  our  means,  or  of  the  expeaiency  of  pro- 
tecting so  important  an  interest?  I  trust  they 
will  not$  ana  that  they  will  grant  this  addi- 
tioniiV, force  to  shield  us  m  a  point  so  vulnerable, 
and  td  protect  interests  so  important.  I  will  re- 
mind gentlemen  that  every  article  necessary  fbr 
the  building  these  frigates  is  the  product  of  this 
country,  already  almost  entirely  supplied,  and 
that  by  our  own  citizens;  that  the  workmen  to 
be  employed  in, building  these  ships  are  our  own 
citizens ;  that  the  oncers  and  men  that  will  com- 
mand, navigate,  and  fight  them,  will  be  members 
of  this  great  family,  who  will  be  employed  as  a 
corps  of  sentinels  to  guard  our  commerce  and 
maritime  frontiers;  that  not  a  cent  will  be  paid 
for  their  establishment  or  maintenance  but  to  our 
own  citizens :  so  that  every  farthinff  that  is  taken 
out  of  the  purse  of  the  nation  for  this  impoHant 
purpose  will  go  into  the  Docket  of  some  of  the 
family,  who  will  be  benented  in  the  proportion 
that  the  nation  is  taxed  and  protected. 
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Sir,  some  genUemeo  seem 'alarmed  at  the  ez- 
peDse  or  the  expected  war,  and  urge  that  as  a 
pretext  against  votioff  for  a  navy.  To  ;hem  I 
say,. if  that  is  really  their  ob^ctioD^  that  the  ud- 
•granted  lands  in  Qanada,  with  the  duties  on  im- 
rpost  and  tonnage,  when  conquered,  will  amply 
pay  us  for  all  the  expense  of,  liberating  that  peo- 
ple from  despotism,  and  adding  those  provinces 
to  the  United  States  as  members  of  the  Union. 
'^  Should  they  oppose  it,  it  will'  be  with  reluctance, 
or  for  fear  we  should  not  succeed ;  or,  that  if  we 
did,  we  should  restpre  them  back  again  to  Great 
Britain  at  the  end  of  the  war. 

Sir,  the  losses  we  have  sustained  by  captures 
made  .at  sea,  invited  by  our  naval  weakness,  are 
immense.  At  the  time  of  our  treaty  with  France, 
in  1800.  our  losses  by  captures  by  hei^  cruisers 
were  estimated  at  twenty-four  millions  of 'dol- 
lars J  and  although  by  the  second  article  of  thfet 
treaty  France  propased  to  malse  these  captures, 
and .  the  claims  of  France  against  .the  United 
States,  the  subject  of  future  negotiation,  the  Sen- 
ate at  that  time  rejected  that  article,  and  forced 
on  Mr.  J.  Adams  the  ratification  of  that  treaty < 
without  it;  he  declaring  at  the  time  that  fie  had 
rather  fatify  the  treaty  with  it;  and  we  know 
thai  the  loss  of  this  twenty-four  ih  ill  ions  of  dol- 
lars was  charged  on  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administra- 
tion; althou^  the  treaty  was  ratified  by  the 
Senate  m  the  tioie  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  in  the 
manner  I  have  stated.  Th^  Senate  alleged  that 
it  was  to  get  rid  of  the  guarantee  of  the  posses-, 
sions  of  France  in  the  West  Indies;  although  it 
reciprocally  bound  France  to  the  guarantee  of 
the  possessions  of  the  United  States  in  America, 
and  was  made  at  the  eventful  crisis  of  the  Rev- 
olution, in  1778. 

Sir,  I  always  suspect  its  rejection  was  initended 
to  bosen  the  bands  tha^  connected  the  Unitec) 
States  with  France,  more  closely  to  connect  us 
with  Great  Britain ;  ahhous^h  France  had  been 
the  first  foreign  nation  to  acknowledge  our  inde- 
pendence, and  by  treaty  to  guaranty  to  us  as  a 
nation  all  the  possessions  of  the  United  States  in 
America,  so  far  as  it  could  be  effected  by  the  -co- 
operation of  her  navy  and  artny;  so.th^t.  infact. 
I  conceive  the  loss  of  this  twenty-four  millions  of 
dollars  a  sacrifice  of  the  commercial  .interests  of 
this^ountry  at  the  shrine  of  Great  Britain. 

Sir,  the  spoliations  by  Great  Britain  and'France 
under  their  Orders  in  Council  and  decrees^  ad- 
mitted by  both  nations  to  be:  a  violation  of  our 
neutral  rights,  have  subjected  the'  Uhited  States 
to  incalculable  losses;  one  hui^red  millions  of 
dollars  would  not  pay  us  for  the  obstructions  and 
spoliations  on  our  legitimate  nbutral  commerce  ; 
and  although  France  has  so  modified  her. Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  that  they  liave  ceased  to  vio- 
late our  neutral  commerce,  yet  she  has  but  com- 
muted them  for  municipal  restric(idns  truly  op- 
pressive, and  we  are  yet  left  to  hope  she  will 
make  compensation  for  these  spoliations ;  while 
on  the  other  hand  Great  Britain,  notwithstanding 
her  repeated  asseverations,  that  when  France 
should  revoke  her  decrees  violating  our  neutral 
commerce,  that  she  would  revoke  her  Orders  in 


Council^  yet,  sir,  we  are  not  left  to  hope  that  she 
will  comply  with  her  assiirances,  however  offi- 
cially and  repeatedly  made;  but.  on  thccontrarf. 
she  has  multiplied  her  aggressions,  and  added 
new  insults  ta  repeated  injuries. 

-Sir,  it  is  impossible  that  the  American  people 
can  or  will  submit  to  such  a  state  of  things,  or 
that  their  Representatives  can,  as  such,  feel  an 
indisposition  to  prepare  a  force  to  redress  it,8Qch 
as  the  resources  of  the  nation  will  justify  to  be 
applied  to  that  purpose. 

Sir,  this  high-minded,  magnanimous  people, 
whose  claiitis  are  jUst,  and  whose  spirit  and  ex- 
peclationjuare  alive  to  avenge  their  wrongs,  most 
and  will  be  gratified  in  placing  the  nation  in  an 
attitude  and  in  an  armor  to  suit  the  crisis;  they 
will  applaud  their  Representatives  for  prep«riDg 
a  na.vy  to  arrest  the  lawless  career  of  the  pirates 
of  the  ocean,  to  retaliate  by  reprisals  oh  their 
commerce  and  seamen — on  the  elennent  of  oar 
wrongs. 

Sir,  the  Uiiited  Sta&s  are  insular  in  their  situ- 
ation in  relation  to  Europe.  Asia,  and  Africa,  as 
well  as  to  the  West  Indies,  and*  indeed  their 
coastins:  trade  and  commerce  with  South  Amec* 
ica  makes  a  naval  force  ail  important  for  its 
protection  ;  while  the  commerce  of  Europe  to 
the  West  Indies  and  to  South  America  is  peculi- 
arly exposed  In  its  passage  along  our  widely-ex- 
tended seaboard,  whereby  she  may  be  greatly 
distressed  without  our  leaving  our  owq  coast. 

Sir,  we  are  told  of  her  im mease  nlival  streDgth, 
and  of  the  impracticability  of  our  fighting  her 
ships-Qf-the-line.  Sir,  it  is  her  frigates  and  lighter 
ships  of  war  we  intjend  to  fight,  and  her  mer- 
chantmen we  intend  to  capture.  It  is  not  her 
line  of  battle  ships  that  capture  our  merchant- 
men; it  is  her  frigates,  sloops  of  war,  letters  of 
marque,  and  privateer's.  She  has  enough  for  ho 
ships-of-the-line  to  do  nearer  home. 

We  are  informed^  by  thfe  ofiicial  reports  of  the 
French  nation. thkt  an  irhmense  navy  is  prepar- 
ing in  France,  and  that  in  1813  it  will  l>e  ready, 
and  equal  to  that  of  Great  Britain.  We  sball 
then  have  nothing  to  fear  from  her  line  of  battk 
ships ;  she^will  nev^r  send  them  here,  and  leare 
herself  exposed  to  so  awful  and  powerful  an 
en?my  at  home.  I  hope  the  ocean  will  swarm 
with  our  frigates,  sloops  of  war,  letters  of  marqoe. 
and  privateers,  a!nd  that  the  war  on.  coimueree 
shall  no  longer  be  carried  on  only  on  one  side, 
but  that  the  nation  and  the  people  will  unite  in 
the  majesty  of^  their  strength,  and  with  an  iodijr- 
nation  graduated  by  their  wro^jgs^  so  longaodso 
ynraefitedly  inflicted. 

Sir,  the  acloption  of  thjs  bill  is  due  to  distribo- 
live  justice,  it  is  due  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
nation,  it  is  due  to  the  expectations  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and  it  is  peculiarly,  in  my  opioioa. 
due  to  ourselves. 

It  has  ■been  said  that  these  frigates  will  be 
taken  as  soon  as  they  go  out  There  ci^n  be  no 
necessity  of  their  bein^  f6cposed  to  fisht  shipsK)f- 
the-lioe.  Great  Britain,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
France,  vifith  her  mighty  navy,  has  not  been  able, 
to  arrest  the  spoliations  by  French  frigates,  who 
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capture  aod  destroy  her  commerce  to  an  imraeose 
amount,  nor  do  we  hear  of  the  capture  of  French 
frigates  by  British  ships-of-t he-line.  I  hope  these 
geetlemeo  will  banish  their  groundless  conject- 
ures, nor .  suffer  the  energies  of  the  nation  to  be 
paralyzed  by  such  anti-national  feeling^i,  but  will 
join  cordially  in  a  measure  so  intimately  Kpn- 
necled  with  the  protection  of  your  commerce, 
your  seamen,  and  your  national  honor. 

I  hope  they  will  recollect,  the  loss  the  nation 
endured  by  oneyear'sembargo.  Fifteen  millions 
of  net  revenue  on  imports,  besides  the  advantage 
of  the  exportation  of-  upwards  of  an  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  (he  surplus  products  of  the 
labor,  the  industry,  and  enterprise  of  this  coun- 
try; and  I  ask  if  this  was  not  imposed  on  t^e 
nation  because  of  our  naval  imbecility  and  ina- 
bility to  protect  our  commerce ;  and  shall  we  not 
profit, by  this  lesson  of  fatal  expetience?  - 

Sir,  1  ask  ^ntlemen,  if  they  ever  heard  of  even 
a  baggage  wagon  going  without  a  guard  in  the 
neighborhood  of  an  enemy!  and  shall  ^e  expose 
our  immense  commerce  and  our  seamen  on  the 
great  highway  of  nations,  swarmfng  with  pirates, 
without  a  guard,  upon  the  plea  of  poverty,  which 
this  view  of  our  resources  will  induce  every  candid 
man  to  overrule?  Sir,  our  Saviour  advised  his 
apostles  to  sell  their  cloaks  to  buy  swords  to  protect 
them  ajgainst  robbers  whe^  journey  Ins  through  the 
wilderness  J  and  shall  we,  m  the  full  tide  of  our 
prosperity,^with  such  immense  resources^  refuse  to 
supply  this  small  naval  armament  to  guard  us 
through  the  great  highway  of  nations,  infested 
with  sea-robbers  ?.  No,  sir;  this  House  has  justly 
and  liberally  provided,an  army  to  protect  our  ter- 
ritorial frontiers  and  to  avenge  our  wrongs,  and 
I  confidently  hope  will  provide  this  additional 
naval  force  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce, 
our  seamen,  and  our  maritime  frontiers. 

Mr.  Speaker,  having  presented  my  view  of  the 
pro^cted  force,  the  expense  of  establishing  a/(d 
mamtaining  it,  the  resources  of  the  nation,  and 
the  imporiaDt  interests  to  be  protected  and  secured 
by  this  additional  naval  armament,  I  must  beg  the 
further  indulgence  of  the  House  w\iile  I  make  a 
short  reply  to  some  of  the  prominent  remarkt<  of 
the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina' (Mr. 
D.  R.  Williams,)  and  this,  air;  1  shall  do  with 
the  most  profound  respect  for  that  gentleman.  I 
sincerely'  regret  to'  find  him  enrolled* with  the 
opponents  to  the  navy^  after  his  distinguishing 
himself  so  highly  by  his  excellent  speech  in  favor 
of  the  arnay,  so  congenial  with  the  feedings  of  the 
nation  and  my  own. 

Sir,  is  it  nm  a  little  extraordinary,  that  this 
gentlemao  should  be  opposed  to  this  little  addi- 
tion to  the  navy,  Cor  fear  it  might  be  misapplied, 
to  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  people,  when -he, 
with  a  fervor  peculiarly  his  own,  at  the  same  time 
wished  to  be  armed  with  the  red  lightning,  with 
which  he  told  us  he  would  drive  the  fast-anchored 
British  isle  from  her  moorings,  and  in  a  feverish 
manner  threatened  to  make  havoc  on  both  sides 
of  the  British  Channel  ?  I  must  enter  my  protect 
against  bis  being  armed  with  this  power,  I  am 
satisfied    that  it  should  remain  where  it  is,  and 


where  we  know  it  will  not  be  abused.  Sir,  he  has 
told  us  that  the  United  States  were  born  without 
a  navy,  that  tlierewasiio  navy  in  the  Resolution, 
and  that  without  a  navy  we  had  attained  our  pre- 
sent high  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

That  the  United  States  were  conceived  with- 
out a  navy  I  admit,  hut  that  they  labored  under 
the  want  of  a  navy  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolution  I  insist,  or  General  Gage  and  his  sav- 
age army  would  never  have  escaped  from  Bdston, 
the  cradle  of  the  Revolution ;  but  the  hardy,  Her- 
culean sons  of  Ne^v' England  ivould  have  made 
them  pay  for  their  temerity,  and  by  their  extirpa- 
tion have  made  them  expiate  every  drop  of  blood 
shed  at  Lexington  and  Bunker's  HiN^ 
'  But.  sir,  it  will  ever  be  gratefully  recollected 
by  the  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  that  the  cap- 
ture of  Cornwallis's  army  at  York  town,  by  the 
united  arms  of  France  and  America,  put  a  glori- 
ous period  to  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  gave 
birth  tor  the  empire  of  America;  and  that  this 
great  achievement  wds  accomplished  by  the  co- 
operatioh  of  ll\e  navy  of  France,  then  our  mag- 
nanimous ally,  that  "wonderful  people,"  whom 
the  enemies  of  the  Revolution  will  there/^ore  never 
forgive. 

He  tells  us.  England  alone  has  been  bene$ted 
by  a  navy,  jf  will  admits  that  even  her  ezistente 
has^beea  preserved  by  her  navy;  but  I  must  in- 
sist7a^  the  same  time,  that  we  have  been  nearly 
ruined  for  the  .want  of  one* 

Ha,  asks,,  if  the  President  has  been  able  with 
our  present  davv  and;  gunboats  lo  prevent,  the 
British  from  blockading  up  our  ports  and  harbors? 
I  in  reply  say,  no,  sir,  the  President  has  no^  And 
why  has  he  not  (I  Because  he  had  not  the  power 
by  law,  nor  the  inclinationi  without  it,  to  break  the 
peace  of  that  nation,  t,  in  my  turn,  ask  that  ^en- 
tleiDan,  whether  the  President  has  not  (since 
Great  Britain  was  by  law  interdicted  the  ports 
and. harbors  of  the  United  States)  effectually  pre- 
vented i(  by  bis  proclamation,  and  by  our  frigates 
and  gunboats?  We  all  recollect  the  recent  case 
of  a  British  frigate  anchoring  in  Hampton  Road's, 
whose  commander,  hearing  of  a  meditated  attack 
by  the  gunboats  at  Norfolk,  cui  her  cables  in  the 
night  and  runr  away  to  sea  ^o  avoid  the  conflict, 
although  these  gunboats  are  so  frequently  libelled 
on  this  floor. 

This  gentleman, not  content  with  opposing-  this 
Additionaroaval  armament,  has  also  attacked  the 
little  navy  we  have.  He  has  told  us  **  the  system 
is  rmten  to  the  core,^  that  the  navy  accounts  are 
always  incorrect,  and  that  they  are  made  out  so 
that  the  expense  of  the  repairs  to  the  respective 
vessels  in  the  navy  yard,  ^  under  the  nose  of  the 
Government,"  cannot  be  distinguished  from  each 
other.  Sir,  if  that  subject  is  examined  with  can- 
dor, it  will  be  found  toarise  from  the  promiscu- 
ous use  of  the .  material^  provided  at  the  navy 
yard,  where  several  vessels  are  repairing  at  the 
same  time,  and  that  the  whole  apiount  of  the 
-whole  repairs  are  correctly  stated';  and  that  it 
would  be  next  to  impracticable  to  distinguish 
where  the  timber,  ptank,  spikes,  oakum,  and  paint, 
were  promiscuously  used,  to  which  vessel  it  was 
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particularly  applied — nor  caD  it  be  material,  or  any 
evidence  of  a  misapplication  of  naval  funds^  But, 
sir,  is  it  a  fair  mode  to  try  the  merits  of  a  system, 
a  system  approved  by  its  adoption  by  the  natlion, 
by  ,a  charge  of  abuse  in  its  managelment?  I 
should  presume  not ;  we  ought  to  correct  the  aba- 
ses*and  preserve  the>ystem. 

Sir,  we  have  recently  had  tbe  distinguished  aid 
of  that  gentleman  to  raise  an  armV  of  twenty-<Gve 
thouiiand  regulars.  I  ask  him,  whether  the  clamors 
of  abuse  in  the  sickness  add  deaths  in  the  army 
of  New  Orleai>a,  Would  have  had  a^y  operation 
On  his  vote  ?  No,  sir,  I  am  confident  it  would 
nor  J  and  we  all  know,  notwithstanding  thojse 
clamors,  that  the  mortality  among  the  troops  at 
that  time  was  owtng  to  the  sickly  seasbn  on  raw 
troops  in  a^ckly  country^  peculiarly  sickly  at  the 
time,  and  by  the  visitation  of  heaven^  against 
which  no  policy  could  have  obtained  \  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve that  any  n^an  of  candor,  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  that  business,  dan  withhold  his  appro- 
bation of  th^  h6nest  zeal  and  official  solicitude 
both  of  the  Secretary  at  War  and  the  pom.mander- 
io-Chief.  to  preserve  the  health  and  lives  of  that 


army^ 


r 


Sir,  we  are  told,  that  the  British  have,  taken 
>nd  destroyed  a  great  number  of  the  French 
ships-of-the-line,  a^d  that; they  will  certainly  de- 
stroy eur  little  navy ;  "  that  pjur  nav>al  officer^  had 
taken  the  oath  of  blood,"  and  vvould  suflTer  them- 
selves to  be  sunk  before  they  would  strike  their 
colors.  That  the  British  have  captured  and  de- 
'stroved  many  of  the  French  ships-of-the-tin.e  in 
battle,  by  their  superior  force,  I  readily  admit,  f)ut 
that  tney  had  paid  dearly  fbr  it,  candor  must  al- 
low. The  light  ships,  sloops  of  war,  and  priva- 
teers of  France,  However,  have  greatly  distressed 
the  British  commerce  by  captures  to  an  immense 
amount,  and  yet  Great  Britain,  although  iq  sight 
of  her,  had  not  heed  able  to  prevent  it,  although 
France  had  scarcely  a  ship-of-the-line  upon  tne 
ocean ;  so  that,  by  examining  the  navalhistoiry  of 
France  and  England,  we  are  rather  encouragisd  io 
provide  this  force';  and  I  hope  we  shall  vote  for 
this  bill,  although  we  have  been  told,  (ihough  not 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina;  that 
"  ESngland  is  ^hting  the  battles  of  the  world,"  as 
we  well  know  she  isplunderipg  the  commerce  of 
the  greater  pa^t  of  iL 

Sir,  that  our  naval  oncers  have  distinguished 
themselves,  is  proudly  admitted  by  us  all,  and  that 
to  secure  the  restoration  of  American  impressed 
seamen  by  reprisals  oil  British  subjects,  and, their 
exchange  for  our  citizens  groaning  in  bondage, 
would  gladden  the  heart  of  every  honest  tar,  as  well 
^s  every  reat  American,  I  hope  shortly  to  see  real- 
ized. Our  naval  officers,  for  so  noble  a  purpose, 
would  nobly  fulfil  their  **  oath  of  bloodj"  ai^  oath 
taken  by  every  officer  of  the  army  and  naVy  when 
he  takes  his  commission.  "  Blood  for  blood,"  is 
an  injunction  of  our  holy  religion ;  it  is  therefore  a 
christian  duty.  I  recollect,  about  the  comi&ence 
ment  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution^  reading  k  ser- 
mon preached  in  Virginia,  I  think  by  a  Mr.  Davis, 
to  a  body  of  troops  just  marching  against  the  In- 
dians, who  had  been  imbruing  their  hands  in  the 


blood  of  their  countrymen  09  the  frontiers— on 
this  text—"  Cursed  be  him  who  doeth  the  work  of 
the-  Lord  deceitfully,  and  cursed  be  him  that 
keepeth  back  his  sword  from  blood."  And  does 
not  the  murfler  of  American  seamep  call  as  lood 
for  justice? 

Sir,  I  am  really  surprised  that  this  genllemin 
should  deny  this  small  naval  reinforcement  to 
our  little  navy;  whose  officers,  he  tells  us,  are  so 
brave.  I  am  sure  if  our  army  was  inferior  to  the 
opposing  force,  he  would  make  it  at  least  equal  to 
that  of  the  enemy.  I  think  if  he  will  not  grant 
this  iidditional  force  because  it  would  be  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  he,  upon  his  own  principles,  is  boood 
to  lay  up  our  little  navy  in  ordiaary,  to  save  it  also 
from  destruction. 

Sir,  to  magnify  bur  difficulties  he  tells  us,  if  we 
had  this  additional  force  we  could  not  get  seamen 
to  man  them  without  starving  them  into  it^orbj 
impressment;  against  which  he  entered  his  pro- 
test. 

I  hft ve  never  heard  before  of  any  difficulty  ia 
ihanning  our  frigates  in  times  of  peaces  and  I  am 
very  confident  that  in  time  of  war,^  when  the  valor 
and  patriotism  of  our  seamen  was  in  Feqaisiiioo, 
and  the  rich  prize  harvest  was  beibre  them,  there 
would  be  less  difficulty. 

Although  I  should  join  in  protesting  against  the 
impressment  of  America'n  seamen,  which  is  a  par- 
tial official  demarkation  of  parttcuUr  persons,  by 
the' capricious  selection  of  the  officer;  yet, sir, I 
can  see  no  principle  of  discrimipation  between  a 
fair  draught  of  seamen,  to  defend  their  country  on 
their  element,  the  water,  and  of  militiamen  10 
defend  their  country  on  the  land;  though, I  hope, 
the  patriotism  of  the  sons  of  America  wiU  nerer 
make  a  draught  in  either  case  necessary. 

Although,  »ir,  this  gentleman  has  so  powerfaUy 
opposed  this  proposed  additional  force,  I  tbiokif 
his  arguments  are  fairly  ezamiped.  the  United 
States  cannot  sustain  any  material  loss  by  its 
adoption,  or  he  has  expressed  a  rery  unkind  di^ 
position  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in 
their  individual  capacities,  whose  interest  be  af- 
fects so  sedulously  to  protect  in  their  national 
character. 

He  has  toW  us, "  that  the  letters  of  marque  and 
privateers  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  will 
destroy  .the  British  commerce;  he  will  trust  to 
them."  What,  sir,  does  he 'wish  that  natiooal 
wrongs  should  be  redressed  by  individual  euier- 
prise,  without  lending  the  little  aid  contemplated  ^ 

Sir,  if  private  citizens  can  make  a  profit  bj[  fit* 
tinff  oi]|t  privateers,  by  the  amount  of  their  priz^ 
will  not  the  frigates  contemplated,  fitted  out  by 
the  nation,  be  as  Jik'ely  to  succeed?  Can  the 
United  States,  when  the  timber  is  prepared  and 
the  ordnartce  ready,  feel  greater  difficulties  ihw 
the  individual,  who  wiH  be  obliged  to  prorid^ 
iverjr  material  for  the  special  occasion,  and  which 
will  be  no  longer  useful  to  him  ? 

Sir,  thde  gentleman  has  demonstrate,  that  the 
voting  these  frigates  must  be  expedient,  or  that  he 
wish^  to  iqvonre  private  adventurers  iii  an  uj* 
profitable  enterpHse,  to  promote  the  public  good. 
His  official  zeal  to  preserve  the  treasure  of  ho 
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eoDotry  bas  nUde  him  forget  the  interest  of  his 
boQDtrjrmeo.  He,  sir,  in  his  ccmclasion  made  an 
nDfortonate  remark,  that  we  have  '*a  noble  foe," 
to  contend  with,  and  ou^ht  to  act  with  pecn- 
h'ar  caution.  "A  noble  foe,"  Mr.  Speaker  \  If  the 
mo^t  flagrant  vidlation  of  our  neutral  commerce, 
by  ift  indiscriminate  plunder,  be  "jioble;^'  if  the 
most  tmhallowed,  piratical  practice  of  impressing 
oatiTe  American  seamen  be  "  noble ;"  if  tne  com- 
pelling impressed  native  American  seamen  to  shed 
the  blood  of  their  country,  be  "  noble ;"  if  Mur- 
dering and  hanging  American  seamen  in  cold 
Wood  be  "noble ;"  if,  after  firing  the  first  shot,  the 
fixing  it  on  us,  by  the  perjuries  of  a  whole  crew, 
be  "noble,"  they  are  certainly  a  nation  oP nobles. 
Bat,  sir,  I  difler  most  cordially  with  that  geniFe- 
manin  their  being  a  noble  foe — 1  reaMy  consider 
them  a  batid  of  perjured  piratical  plunderers, 
murderers,  and  sea-robbers,  and  I  feel  no  hesita- 
tion in  declaring  them  an  Ignoble  (be,  whom  1 
hope  very  soon  to  see  chastised  by  the  strong  arm 
of  arenffing  justice. 

Mr.  CtoiKoY.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  address 
yoo,  on  this  occasion,  with  no  affected  diffidence, 
and  with  many  doubts  concerning  the  expediency 
of  taking  any  part  in  this  debate.  On  the  one 
hand,  the  subject  has  been  discussed  with  a  zeal, 
industry,  and  talent,  which  leave  but  little  scope 
for  novelty,  either  m  topic  or  illustration.  On  the 
other  hand,  arguments  rirom  this  side  of  the  House, 
in  favor  of  this  question,  are  received  with  so  nat- 
ural a  jealousy,  that  I  know  not  whether  more 
may  not  be  lost  than  gained  by  so  un^ropitious  a 
support.  Indeed,  sir,  if  this  subject  had  oeen  dis- 
cussed on  narrow  or  temporary  or  party  princi- 
ples,! ahould  have  been  silent.  On  such  ground, 
I  could  not  condescend  to  debate — I  could  nothope 
to  influence.  But,  the  scale  of  discussion  has  been 
enlarged  and  liberal— relative  rather  to  the  gen- 
w«l  system,  than  to  the  particular  exigency,  in 
timost  every  respect,  it  has  been  honorable  to  the 
House,"  and,  auspicious  to  the  prospects  of  the 
nation.  In  such  a  state  of  feeling  and  sentiment, 
1  could  not  refrain  from  induing  the  hope  that 
wggestions,  eyeo  f^om  so  favorilea  quarter,  vouLd 
w  received  with  candor — perhaps  with  attention. 
And.  when  I  consider  the.  deep  interest  which  the 
State  from  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  Rep- 
resentative has,  according  to  my  apprehensioo,  m 
the  event,  I  cannot  permit  the  opportunity  entirely 
to  pass,  without  bringing  my  small  tribute  of 
reflection  to  the  general  stock  of  the  House. 

The  object  I  shall  chiefly  attempt  to  enforce,  is, 
the  necessity  and  duty  of  a  systematic  protection 
of  our  maritime  rights,  hy  maritime  means.  I 
^ould  call  the  thoughtful  und  intellifi^ent  men  of 
this  House  and  nation  to  the  couteropUtion  of  the 
essential  connexion  between  a  naval  force,  pro- 
I^nionate  to  the  circumstan<;es  of  our  seacoast, 
the  extent  of  our  commerce,  and  the  inherent  en- 
terprise of  our  people :  I  say,  sir,  I  would  call  them' 
|o  the  contemplation  of  the  ^sential  connexion 
hetwe^D  such  a  naval  force  and  the  safety,  pros- 
peniy,  and  existence,  of  pur  Union.  In  the  course 
of  ny  observations,  and  as  a  subsidiary  argument, 
I  shall  also  attempt  to  show  the  eboQexion  be- 


tiiyeen  thd  adoption  of  the  princFpIe  of  a  system- 
atic maintenance  of  our  maritime  i-ights,by^mar- 
itime'means,  and  relief  from  our  present  national 
embatrassments. 

itjoiifess  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,!  never  can  look— ^ 
indeed,  in  my  opinion,  tio  American  statesman 
ought  ever  to  look-^n  any  question  touching  the 
vital  interests  of  this  nation,  or  of  any  of  its  com- 
ponei^  patts,  without  keeping  at  all  timesjn  dis- 
tinct view  the  nature  of  our  political  association, 
and  the  character  of  the  independent  sovereign* 
ties  which  compose  it.  Among  States,  the  o6ly 
sure  an4  permanent  bond  of  union  is  interesi. 
And  the  vital  interests  of  States,  although  they 
may  be  sometimes  obscured,  can  never,  for  a  very 
lon^  time,  be  tuisapprehefnded.  The  natural  pro- 
tection wttieh  the  essential  interests  of  the  gjreat 
component  partsOf  our  political  association  require 
will  be  sooner  or  lat^r  understood  by  the  Statiss 
concerned  in  those  interests.  If  a  protection^  upon 
system,  be  not  provided,  it  is  impossible  that  dis- 
contentshould  not  result.^  And  need  I  tell  states- 
men, that,  when  ^reat  local  discontent  is  com- 
bined in  those  sections  with  greatg^hysical  power, 
and  with  acknowledged  portions  of  sovereignty, 
(he  inbred  ties  of  nature  will  be  too  strong  for  the 
artificial  ties  of  parchment  compact.  Hence  it 
results  that  the  essential  interests  of  iW^  great  com- 
ponei^t  parts  of  our  association  ou&rht  to  be  the 
polar  lights  of  ali  our  statesmen—by  them  they 
should  guide  their  course.  According  to  the  bear- 
ings and  variations  of  those  Hghts,  should  the 
statesmen  of  such  a  country  adjust  their  policy— 
always  bearing  in  mind  two  assurance^,  as  funda- 
mental principles  of  action,  which  the  ;iature  of 
things  teaches,  that,  aithoug^h^.  temporary  circum" 
stances — party  spirit,  lockl  rivalries,  personal  jeal- 
ousies, suggiestions  of  subordiniite.  interest^-^may 
weaken,  or^even  destroy,  for  a  tiiiie,  the  influence 
of  the  leading  and  permanent- interests  of  any 
great' section  of  the  country,<yet  those  interests 
must  Ultimately  and  necessarily  predominate,  and 
swallow  up  all  these  local  and  temporary  atld  per-' 
sonal  and '  subordinate  eonsiderationa  }  in  other 
words^  the  minor  intevests  will  soon  begin  to  real- 
,ize  the  essential  connexion  which  exists  between 
their  prosperity  and  the  prosperity  of  those  great 
interests  whicn,  in  such  sections  of  the'  country ,r 
nature  has  iriade  predominantj  and  that  no  polit- 
ical connexion  among  free  States,  can  be  lasting, 
or  ought  to  be,  which  systematically  oppresses,  or 
systematically  refusies  to  protect,  the  vital  inter- 
ests of  any  of  the  sovereignties  wnioh  compose  it. 

I  have  recurred  to^hese  general  considerations, 
to  intrpduce  and  elucidate  this  principle,  which 
is  the'  basis  of  nry  a(rgument,  that,  as  it  is  the  in- 
cumbent duty  of  every  nation  to  protect  its  essen- 
tial interests,  so,  it  is  the  most  impressive  and 
critical  duty  of  ar  nation,  composed  or  a  voluntary 
association  of  vast,  powerfin.  and  independent 
States,  to  protect  the  essential  ititerests  of  all  its 
great  component  parts.  And  I  add^  that  this  pr»> 
tection  must  not  be  formal  or  fictitious,  but  tbat 
it  must  be  proportionate  to  th6  greatness. of  those 
interests,  and  of  a  nature  to  give  conteiit  to  the 
States  concerned  in  their  protection. 
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Id  refi^ence  to  this  principle,  the  coarse  of  my 
refleolioDs  will  be  guided  by  two  general  inqui- 
ries— the  nature  of  the  interest  to  , be  .protected, 
and  the  nature  of  the  protection  to  be  extended. 
In  pursuing' thes«  iD((iiirie6,  I  shall  touch  very 
slightly,  if  at  all^  on  the  abstract  duty  of  protec- 
tion, which  is  the  very  end  of  all  political  associ- 
ations, and,  without  the  attainment  of  which,  they 

4  are  burdens,  and  no  blessings.  But,  I  sha^  keep 
it  maibly  in  my  purpose  to  establish  the  eonn^x- 
^on  between  a  paval  force  and  commercial, pros- 
perity;  an4  to  show  the  nature^  of  the  necessity, 
and  the  degi;ee  of  our  capacity,  to  give  to  our  mar- 
itime rights  a  maritime  protection.  ^'     ' 

In  contemplating  the  nature  of  the  interest  to 
be  protected,  three  prominent  features  strike  (he 
eye,  and  direct  the  cdurse  of  Reflection,  viz :  its 
locality,  its  greatness,  and  its  permanency, 
v.  The  locality  of  any  great  interest,  in- an  associ- 
ation of  States,  such  as  compose  this  Un^on^  will 
J)e  a  circumstance  of  primary  importance,  m.the 
estimation  of  every  wise  statesnian.-  When  a  great 
interest  is  equally  diffused  over  the  whole  mass, 
it  may  be  neglected  or  oppressed  or  .even  aban- 
doned, with  less  hazard  of  internal  dissension. 
The  equality  of  the  pressure  lightens  the  bhrden. 
The  common  nature  of  the  iiiterest  removes  the 
cause?  pf  Jealousy.  A  concern,  eqqally  afiecting 
the  happinessof  every  part  of  the  nation,  it  is  nat- 
ural to  suppose,  is  equally  dear  to  al|,  and  eljuaLly 
understood  by  all.  H^ce  results  acquiescence 
in  any  artificial  or  political  embarrassment  of  it. 
Sectional  fears  and  suspicions,  ip  such  case,  have 
no  food  for  support,  and'no'stimiilant  for  activity. 
But^  it  is  far  otherwise  when  a  great  interest  is, 
from  its  nature,  either  wholly,  or  in  a  very  great 
.poportion  local.  '  In  relation  to  such  a  local  inter- 
iest,  it  is  impossible  that  jealousies  and  suspicions 
should  not  arise,  whenever  it  is  obstructed  by  auy 
artificial  or  poljtieal  embarrassment ;  and  it  is  also 
impossible  that  they  shoulc)  not  be,  in  agreater  or 
less  degree,  just.  It  is  true,  of  the  wisest  and  the 
best  and  the  mosj  thoughtful  pf  outjspecies,  that 
they  are  so  constituted  as  not  deeply  to  reajize  the 
importance  of  interests  which  affect  them  not  at 
all,  or  very  remotely.  Every  local  circle  of  States, 
as  well  &s  of  individuals,  h,as  a  set  of  interests, 
|n  the  prosperity  of  which,  the  happiness  of  the 
section  to  which   they  belong  is  identified  : — in 

.relation  to  which Jdterests,  t.h^  hopes  and  the, fears, 
the  reasonings  and  the  schemes,  of  the  inhabit- 
ants ofsuch  sections  are  necessarily  fashioned  and 
conducted.  It  is  morally  impossible,  that  those 
concerned,  in  ^ch  sectional  interests  should  nof 
look  with  some  degree  pf  jealousy  on  schemes 
adopted  in  relation  to  those  interests,  and  prose- 
cuted by  men,  a  majority  of  whom  have  a  very 
remote  or  very  sqaail  stake  in  them.  And  this 
jealousy  must  rise  to  an  extreme  tieight,  when  the 
coarse  of  ^measures  adopted,  wjiether  they -have 
relation  to  the  management  or  the  protection  of 
such  interests)  wholly  contravene  the  opinions  and 
the  practical  experieace  of  the  persons  imipedi- 
ately  concerned  in  them*  This  course  of  reflec- 
tion has  a  tendency  to  illustrate  this  idea — that. 
as  in  every  political  asso^iatioa  it  is  of  primary 


importance  thail  the  ereat  interests  of  eachloal 
section  should  be  skilfully  and  honestly  managed 
and  protected',  so,  in  selecting  the  mode  and  meaos 
of  manageihent  and  protection,  an  especial  regard 
should  be  had  to  the  content  and  rational  satis- 
faction of  those  most  deeply  concerned  in  soeh 
sectional  interests. .  Theories  and  specuiationiof 
the  closet,  hdwever  abundant' in  a  show  of  wis- 
dom, are  never  to' be  admitted  to  take  the  place 
of  those  principles  of  conduct^  which  experieoee 
has  shown  the  prosperity  and  safety  of  such  inter- 
ests to  consist.  Practical  :ltqowledge,  and  thit 
sagacity  which  results  from  long  attention  to  great 
interests,  never  fail  to  inspire  a  jus^  self-cotifi- 
dence  in  relation  to  those  imprests— a  copfideoce 
not  to  be  browbeaten  by  authority,  nor  circum- 
vented by  any  general  reasoning.  And,  in  a 
national  point  of  view,  it  is  scarcely  of  more  im- 
portance that  the^course  adopted' should  be  wise, 
than  that  content  and  rational  satisfaction  should 
be  given. 

On  Xhis  topic  of  locality,  I  shall  confine  mpelf 
to  one  or  two  very  plain  statements.  It  seems 
sufficient  tb  observe,  that  commerce  is«  from  ike 
nature  of  things,  the  leading  interest  of  more  tbia 
one-half^  and  that  it  is  the  predominant  Interest 
of  more  than  one-third,  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales.  The  Stales  north  of  the  Potomac 
contain  nearly  four  millions  of  souls;  andsarely 
it  needs  no  proof  to  convince  the  most  (Casual  ob- 
server, that  the  proportion  which  the  commercial 
interest  bears  to  the  other  interests  of  that  great 
section  of  the  Union,  is  such  as  entitles  it  to  the 
denomination  of  leading  interest.  The  States 
^orth  of  the  Hudson  contain  nearly  two  and  a  half 
millions  of  ^ouk ;  and  surely  there  is  as  little  need 
of  proof  to  ^how  that  the  proportion  the  Commer- 
cial interest' bears  to  the  other  interests  of  that 
Northern  section  of  the  Union,  is  such  as  entitles 
it  there  to  the  denomination  <of  predoniinalins 
interest.  In  all  the  coqntry  between  the  Poiomac 
and,  the  Hudson  the  intere3t  of  commerce  is» 
greal,  in  proportion  to  the  other  interests,  that  its 
embarrassment  clogs  and  weakenis  the  en^gf  of 
every  other  description  of  industry..  Tet,  the 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  interests  of  this 
section  are  of  a  nature  and  a  magnitude,  both  is 
respect  of  the  staples  of  the  one  and  the  objects  of 
the  other,  as  render  them,  in  aWery  considerable 
degree,  independent  of  the  corarnerciaf.  Aad, 
atihough  thev  feel  the  effect  of  the  obstructioa  of 
commerce^  tnefeelinj;  may  be  borne  for  a  long 
time,  without  much  individual  suflenn^,  or  9Qf 
general,  distress.  But,  fn  the -country  north  of  the 
Hudson,  the  proportiop  and  connexion  of  ihese 
.great  interests  are  difierent.  Both  agriculiateanfl 
manufactures  have  there  grown  up  in  moreinti* 
rnate  relation  to  commerce.  The  industry  of  that 
section  has  its  shape  and  energy  from  commw* 
cial  prosperity.  To  the  construction,  the  supply? 
and  the  support  of  navigation,  its  manufactures 
have  a  direct  or  indirect  reference  *,  and  it  is  ^^ 
very  diJQTerent  with  its  agriculture.  A  country  di- 
vided into  small  farms,  ainonga  population  great 
compare^  with  its  eztetit,  requires  quick  circa* 
latioa  and  easy  processes  in  the  exchange  of  it> 
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commodities.  ThU.caD  only  be  obtftined  by  an 
aetive  and  prosperous  commerce. 

Id  order  more  clearly  to  apprehead  the  locality 
oftheeommercia)  interest,  cast  your  eyes  upon  like 
abstract  of  ton Dage— lately  laid-  upoq  our  tables, 
according  to  anoual  custom — by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  it  will  be  founii  that  the  aggre- 
gate toDBage  of  the  United  States  is  1,424,000.  Of 
tikis,  there  is  owned —  Tons, 

Between  the  Mississippi -and  the  Potomac  -  221,1100 
Between  the  PotbmSc  and  the  Hudson  -  821,000 
And  north  of  the  Hudson  -        ...     882,000 


Total  - 


.  1,424,000 


If  this  tonnage  be  estimated,  new  and  old,  (as  it 
may,  without  extravagance,)  at  an  average  value 
of  nfty  dollars  per  ton,  the  total  aggregate  value 
of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States  may  be  stated, 
in  roond  numbers,  at  $70,000^000.  Of  whlcb-*- 
Foor-teTenths  are  owned  north  of  the  Htid- 

aon,  equal  to       -     '  -        -        -    -  '  -  $40,000,000 
Two-teveDths    are  owned  between  the 

Hudson  end  the  PoUNnao,  equal  to      -*•  20,000,000 
One-seventh  is  owned  south  of  the  Poto- 
mac, equal  to      -.      -        -        .     <^.     1^,000,000 


ToUl 


>  $70,OPO,000 


To  place  the  locality  of  this  interest  in  a  light 
still  more  striking  and  impressive.  I  state,  that  it 
appears  by  that  abstract  'that  the  single  State 
oif  Massachusetts,  alone,  possesses  nearly  half  a 
million  of  tonnage^precisely,  in  round  numbers, 
49$,00O  tons — an  amount  of  tonnage  equaf/within 
56,000  tons,  to  the^^hole  tonnage  owned  by  all 
the  States  south. of  the  Hudson. 

I  refer  to  this  exce^ive  disproportion  bet  ween 
the  tonnage  owned  in  different  States,  and  sec- 
tions of  the  United  States,  rather  as  a  type  than 
as  an  estimate  oftho  greatness,  of  the  compare- 
tive  disproportion  of  the  whole  commercial  inter- 
mit in 'those  respective  States  and  seoUQBs. .  The 
trathis,  this  is  much  greater  than  the  proportion 
of  tonnage  indicajies,  inasmuch  as  the  capiui  and 
the  indnstry  occupied  in  finding  employment  for 
^  great  amount  of  tonnage,  are  almost  whplly 
possessed  by  the  sections  of  the  country  to  whic^ 
that  tonnage  belongs.  A  satisfactory  estifnate  of 
the  value  of  that  capital  and  industry  would  re- 
^tiire  a  minuteness  of  detail  littje  reconcileable 
^ther  with  your  patience,  or  with  the  necessity 
of  the  present  argument.  Enough  has  been  said 
to  convince  any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  to 
reflect  upon  the  subject,  that  the  interest  is^  in  its 
Batore,  eminently  locals  that  it  is  impossible  it 
etn  be  systematically  abandoned,  without  con- 
volsiog  that  whole  section  of  country ;  and  that 
the  States  interested  in  this  commerce,  so  vital  to 
their  prosperity,  have  a  right  to  claim,  and  ought 
not  to  be  content  with  less  than,  efficient  pro- 
tection. 

The  imperious  nature  of  this  duty  will  be  still 
further  enforced  by  eonsrdering  the  gneatnes^  of 
this  interest.  -In  doins  this,  I  prefer  to  present  a 
tiogle  view  of  it,  lest,  by  distracting  the  attention 


with  a  great  variety  of  particulars,  the  effect  of 
the.whoT^should  be  lost  in  the  multitude  of  details. 
Let  us  inquire  idto  the  amount  of  property  annu- 
ally exposejd  to  maritiiile  depredatioo.  and  what 
the  protection  oCit  is  worth  to  ttie  nation,  which 
is  its  proprietor.  An  est^ate  of  (his  kind  must 
necessarily  be  very  loose  and  general;  but  it  will 
be  sufficiently  accurate  to  answer  all  the  purposes 
of  the  argument  For,  the  subject  is  of  that  mas- 
sive character,  that  a  mistake  of  many  millions 
makfs  no  material  alteration  in^the  conclosion  to, 
be drawn'from  t^e  statement. 

For.the  following  estiu>ate  of  the  value  of  freight 
an(]  tonnage,  I  am  indebted  to  an  honorable  friend 
and  colleague,  (Mr.  Reed,)  whose  information 
an:d^eneral  intelligence  concerning  commercial 
subjects  are,  perhaps,  not  exceeded  by  those  of 
any  gentleman  in  either.branch  of  Congress:^ 

The  total  export  of  the  United  8tbte8,in  the  Treasury 
year  ending  October  1, 1807,  was  $108,000,000 ;  tha^ 
of  the  year  ending  October  1, 1811,  was  $^1,000,000. 
The  average  vahie  exceeds  $80»00d,000.  JBut,  to 
aTi>id  all  cavil,  I  state  the  annual  average  value  of  ' 
exports  of  the  United  States  a(    -        -  $70,000,000' 

To  this,  add  the  annual  average  value  of 
tho  shipping  of  the  United  States,  which, 
new  and  old,  cannot  be  less  than  $50 
per  ton,  and  on  1,400,000  tons,  is  also    r    70,000,000 

To  this,  add  the  annual  average  value  of 

.'  freight,  out  and  home,  which,  calculated 
on  voyages  of  all  description,  may  Be  ' 

fairly  sUted  at  $70  per  ton,  and  is       -    08,000,000 

To  this,  add  the  total  average  value  of  prtv- 
perty  annually  at  risk,  in  ouf  coasting 
trade,  which*  cannot  be  less  than,  and 
pvobabTy  far  exceeds  -        -        .     -  .  1O0;OOO,OOO 

For  the  present  object,  I  may  be  permit-  .    . 

-  ted  to  state  the  value  of  the  skill  and 
ifuhuiry  of  our  seamen  to  their  country 
at  $600  each»  which»  for  130,000  sea- 
men, (the  unquestionable  nundwr,}  is  -     60,000,000 

Making  a  gross  aggregate  of    -        $39^,060,000 

Our  seamen  are  also  the  subjects  of  annual  ex- 
posure. The  value  of  this  hardy, industrious, and 
generous  race  of  men  is  not  to  be  estimated  in 
monej.  The  pride,  the  hope,  and  (if  you  would 
permit)  the  bulwark,  of  this  commercial  commu- 
nitVy  are  not  to  .be  put  into  the  scale  against  silver 
ami  gold,  in  aiiy  moral  or.  political  estimate. 

Although  I  have  no  q.uestioo  of  the*  entire  cor- 
rectness  of  the  foregoing  calculation,  yet,  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding^everv  objection  which  i;night 
arise  in  relation  to  the  value  of  freight  or  tonnage, 
I  put  out  of'che  question  ninety-millions  of  the 
estimate^  and  state  the  amount  of  annual  mari- 
time exposure  at  only  $300,000,000.  To  this, must 
be  added  the  value  of  the  property,  on  our  sea- 
board— of  all  the  lives  of  our  citizens — and  of  all 
the  cities  and  habitations  on  th^  coast,  exposed  to 
instant  iqsult^and  violation,  from 'the  most  con- 
temptible maritime  plunderer.  I^o  man  can  think 
that  1  am  extravagant,  if  I  add.  on  this  account, 
an  atnount  equal  to  that  annually  ex()osed  at  sea, 
and  state  the  whole  amount  of  maritime  and  sea- 
coast  exposure,  in  round  numbers,  at  $600,000,000. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


955 


HISTORY  OE  CONaRBSS. 


956 


H.  OP  R. 


Nav{d  E$tablishmenL 


JknuuLrylBl2, 


I  am  aware  that  this  estimate  falls  short  of  the 
reality.*"  1  know  that  the  safety  of  our  domestic 
hearths  and  our  attars,  and  the  security  of  all  the 
deai^  and  tender  objects  of  aflTectioa  and  duty  which 
surround  them,  are  beyond  the  reach- of  pecuni- 
9LTJ  esiimates.  But  I  lay  these  coosideratioos  out 
of  the  question,  an<]  -simply  inquire,  what  is  the 
worth  of  a  rational  degree  of  security  in  times  of 
ws^r  for  an  amount  of  property,  considering  it 
xnerelj  as  an  interest  to  ^e  insured  at  the  marKet 
rate  of  the  worth  of  protection.  Suppose  an  indi- 
Tidual  had  a  property  at  risk,  which  in  time  of 
peace  was  subject  to  so  much  phinder  and  insult, 
and  in  tjme  of  war  was  liable  to  he  swept  away, 
would  he  not  be  deemed  unwise,  or  rather  abso- 
lutely mad;  if  he  n'egtected,  at  the  annual  sacri- 
fice of  one  or  two,  or  evan  three  per  cent.,  to  obtain 
for  this  prpperty  a  rery  high  degree  of  security — 
as  fai^h,  perhaps  as  the  Divine  will  permits  man 
to  enioyjin  relation  to  thje  possetsioos of  this  life; 
which,  according  to  the  fixed  dispensations^ of  his 
Proridence,  are  necessarily  uncertain  and  transi- 
tory ?  •  But  suppose  that  fnstead  of  one,  two,  br 
three  per  cent.,  he  could,  by  the  regular  annual 
application  of  two-thirds  of. one  per  cent,  upon  the 
whole  amount  of  the  property  at  risk,  obtain  a 
security  thus  high  and  desirable ;  to  what  language 
of  wonder  and  cq^temcrt  would  such  an  individ- 
ual subject  himself,  wno,  at  so  small  a  sacrifice, 
would  refuse  or  heglect  to  obtain  $o  important  a 
blessing !  What,  then,  shall  be  said  of  a  nation 
thus  neglecting  and  thus  refusing^  when  toitattach 
not  only  all  the  con^derationsotinterestftnd- pre- 
servation of  property  which  ^belong  to  the  in^li- 
vidual,  but  other,  and  far  higher,  and  more  im- 
pre8sive-*such  as  the  maintenance  of  its  peace, 
of  its  honor,  the  safety  of  the  lives  of  its  citizens, 
of  its  seaboard  from-  devastation,  and  even,  per*- 
haps,  of  its  children  and  females  from  maasaere 
or  brutal  violence !  Is  there  ^ny  language  of  con- 
tempt and  detestation  too  strong  for  such  blind 
infatuation — sucti  palpable  improvidence  ?  For, 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  two-thirds  of  one  per 
cent,  upon  the  amount  of  property  thus  annually 
exposed  is  $4,000,000;  the  annual  systematic  ap- 
propriation of  which  amount  would  answer  all 
the  purposes  and  hopes  of  commerce-^f  your 
cities  and  seaboard. 

.  But,  perhaps,  the  greatness  of  this  interest,  and 
our  pecuniary  ability  to  protect  it,  may  be  made 
more  strikingly  apparent  by  a  comparison  of  our 
commerce  with  that^of  Britain,  in  the  single  par- 
ticular  of  export.  I  state^  then,  as  a  fact,  of  which 
any  man  may  satisfy  himself  by  a  reference  to  Mc- 
Pherson's  Annals  of  Commerce^  where  the  tables 
of  British  export  may  be  found,  that,  taking  the 
nine  years  prior  to  the  war  of  our  Revolution^rom 
1766  to  1774,  Inclusive — the  total  average  export 
of  Great  Britain  was  £16,000,T)00  sterling  ;  equal 
to  871.000,000— an  femount  less,  by  $10,000,00&, 
than  the  present  total  average  export  of  the 
United  States.  And  ^gain,  taking  tlie  nine  years 
beginning  with  1789,  and  ending  With  1797,  in- 
clusive, the  total  annual  average  export  of  Qreat 
Britain  was  £24,000,000  sterling— equal  to  $106,- 
000,000— which  is  less,  by  $2,000,000,  than  the 


total  export  of  the  United  Sutes  in  1807.  his 
true,  that  this  is  the  official  value  of  the  British 
export,  and  that  the  real  value  is  somewhat  biglur 
—perhaps  thirty  per  cent.  This  eircttmsUoee, 
although  it  in  a  degree  diminishes  the  approxi- 
mation of  the  American  to  the  British  commote, 
in  point  of  amount,^  does  not  materially  afieetthe 
argument.  Upon  the  basis  of  her  commerce, 
Qreat  Britain  maintains  a  marhime  force  of  800 
or  1,000  vessels  of  war.  And  will  it  bf  serioodf 
contended,  that,  upon  the  basis  of  a  commerec 
like  oars,  thus  treading  upon  the  heels  of  Britiik 

freatneei^  we  are  absolutely  without  the  abilitj  of 
laintaining  the  security  ofour  seaboard,  the  safety 
of  our  cities,  and  the  unobstructed  ^course  of  ou 
coastiiig  trade? 

By  recurring  to  the  perinaneney  of  this  iote^ 
est,  the  folly  and  madness  of  this  aegligeoce  n4 
mif  placed  meannest-^fbj  it  does  not  deterre  tiie 
name^of  economy — will  be  still  more  distioctlf 
exhibited.  If  this  commei^e  were  the  mnshrooia 
growth  of  a  night — if  it  had  its  vigor  from  tlit 
temporary  excitement  and  the  aceumulited  aatri- 
ment  which  watring elements. id  Europe  badswepC 
frona  the  places  of  their  natural  depoaite— tbea, 
indeed,  there  might  be  some  excuse  for  a  tempo- 
rizing policy  touching  so  transitory  an  iotereit. 
But  commerce  in  the  Eastern  States  is  of  no  fo^ 
eign  growth)  and  of  no  adventitious  seed;  iurooc 
is^  of  a  fibre  which  almost  two  centuries  bare 
'^porished;  And  the  perpetuity  of  its  destiny  is 
written  in  legible  characters,  as  well  in  theattoie 
of  the  country,  as  in  the  disposition  of  its  iobtW 
itan^.  Indeed,  sir,  look  alone  your  whole  eoast, 
from  Passamaquoddy  to  Capes  Henry  and  CbarlO) 
and  behold  the  deep  and  far-wiodirig  creeks  u^ 
inlets^ the  noble  ba^ns,  the  projectiag  headlaiu^ 
the  majestic  rivers;  and  those  sounds  and  btf^ 
which  are;more  like  inland  seas,  than  anytbiif 
called  by  those  names  in  other  quarters  of  tbe 
globe  1  Can  any  man, do  this,  and  not  realixetbtt 
the  destiny  of  the  people  inhabiting  such  t  coaa* 
tr^  is  essentially  maritime?  Can  any  mtn  (lo 
this,  without  beioig  impressed  by  the  coo?ietiai, 
that,  although  the  poor  projects  of  politicicni  oaf 
embarrass,  for  a  titne,  the  dispositions  growiif 
out  of  the  condition  of  such  «  country,  yet,  ibit 
nature  will  be  too  strong  for  cobweb  regulatioBS} 
and  will  vindicate  her  rights  with  certain  ^^^ 
perhaps  with  awful  p^rUs?  No  nation  ever  did 
or  ever  ought  to  resist  such  allurements  and  ian* 
^tions  to  a  particular  mode  of  industry.  Tb« 
purposes  of  Providence  relative  to  the  destioatioa 
of  men  are  to  be  gathered  froni  the  circamstaoeei 
in  which  his  beneficence  has  placed  them ;  aoil  (* 
refuse  to  make  use  of  the  means  of  prot^<f 

l:-L   !.:_    _'_j i__      ? I J-    Mkai 


for  US,  by  the  very  nature  of  his  allotments?  Tbe 
employments  of  industry,  connected  with  ot^ 
gationand  commercini  enterprise,  are  precious  to 
tbe  people  of  that  quarter  of  the  country,  by  m- 
cient  prejudice,  not  less  than  recent  profit.  Th« 
occupation  is  rendered  dear  and  venerable,  by  aU 
the  cherished  associations  of  our  infancy,  and  «1 
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the  sage  and  prodential  maxims  of  our  ancestors. 
And,  as  to  the  lessons  of  encouragement,  derived 
from  recent  experience,  what  nation,  within  a 
similar  period,  ever  received  so  many  that  were 
sweet  and  salutary?  What  patibn,  in  so  short  a 
time,  ever  before  ascendjed  to  siich  ^  height  of 
eommercial  greatness? 

It  has  been  said,  by  some  jibilosoph^rs  of  the 
other  hemisphere,  that  Nature,  in  this  New  World, 
had  worked  by  a  sublime  scale ;.  that  our  moun- 
tains and  rivers  and  lakes  were,  beyond  all  com- 
parison, greater  than  anything  the  Old  World 
eoald  boast  of;  that  she  bad  here  made  nothing 
dimiouti?e,  except  its  animaU,    And  ought  we 
not  to  fear  that  the  bitterness  of  this  sarcasm 
ihoald  be  concentrated  on  our  country  by  a  course 
of  policy  wholly  unworthy  of  the  magnitude  and 
nature  of  the  interests  committed  to  our  guardian- 
ship?   Have  we  not  reason  to  fear  that  sonle 
[    fotore  cynic,  with  an  asperity  which  truth  shall 
I    make  piercing,  wi\{  declare  that  all  things  in  the 
Uoited  States  are  great,  except  their  stcUesmen; 
[    and  tjiat  wte  are  pigmies,  to  whom  Providence  lias 
[    iotmsted,  for  some  inscrutable  purpose,  gigantic 
■    labors?    Can  we  deny  the  justice  of  such  sever> 
I   ity  of  remark,  if,  instea<f  of  itdopting.  a  scale  of 
I    thought  and  a  standard  of  action  proportionate  to 
thej^eatness.of  our  trust,  and  the  multiplied  ne- 
ces^ties  of  the  people,  we  bring  to  our  task  the 
mt^re  measures  of  professional  industry,  and  mete 
!    out  eontribuiions  for  national  safety  by  our  fee- 
(    tables,  our  yard-sticks,  and  our  gill-pots?    Can 
I    We  refrain  rrom  subscribing  to  the  truth  of  such 
[   censure,  if  we  do  not  rise,  ifci  some  degree  to  the 
1    height  of  our  obligations,  and  teach  ourselves  to 
coi^eive.  and  with  the  people  to  realize,  the  Vast- 
I    ncssof  those  relations  whieb  are  dailf  springing 
op  among  States  which*'  are  notr  so  much  one 
empire  as  a  congregation  of  empices  ? 

Having  concluded  what  I  intended  to  suggest, 
in  relation  to  the  ufltture  of  the  ii^terest  to-be  pro- 
tected, I  proceed  to  consider  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
tection whicti  it  is  our  duty  to  extend.  And  here, 
Mr. Speaker,  I  am  necessitated  to  make  an  obsery&- 
(ioo  which !»  so  simple  and  so  obvious,  that  were  it 
not  for  the  arguments  urged  against  the  principle- 
of  maritime  protection,  I  should  have  deemed  the 
mere  mention  of  it  to  require  an  apology.  The 
remark  is  this:  that  rights,  in  their  nature  local, 
ctQ  only  be  maintained  where  they  exist,  and  not 
^ere  they  do  not  e^tist.  If  you  had  a  field  to 
defend  in  Qeorsia,  it  would  be  very  strange  to  put 
Qp  a  fence  in  Massachusetts.  And  yet, 'bow  does 
this  differ  from  invading  Canada,  for  the  purpose 
of  defending  our  maritime  rights?  I  beg  nbt  to 
be  understood,  Mr.  Speaker  by  this  remark,  as 
intending' to  chill  the  ardor  for  the  Canada  expe- 
dition. It  is  very  true,  that,  to  possess  ourselves 
of  the  Canadas,  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  their  de- 
pendencies, it  would  cost  these  United  States,  at 
the  least  estimate,  $50,000,000;  and  that  Great 
Britain's  national  pride,  atid  her  pledge  of  protec- 
tion to  the  people  of  that  country,  t^ing  put  out 
of  the  Question,  she  would  sell  you  the  whole  ter- 
ritory for  half  the  money.  I  make  no  objection, 
however,  on  this  account.    On  ihe^  contrary^  for 


the  purposes  of  the  present  argument,  I  may  admit 
that  pecuniary  calculation  ought  ip  be  put  out  of 
the  field,  when  spirit  is,  to  be  shown,  or  honor 
yiiidicated.  I  only  design  to  inquire  how  our  mar- 
itime rights  are  protected  by  such  invasion.  Sup- 
pose that  in  every  land-project  ybu  are  success- 
ful— suppose  both  the  Candidas,  Q.uebec,  Halifax, 
everything  to  tte  North  pole,  yours  by  fair  eon- 
quest — are  your  rights  on  the  ocean,  therefore, 
si^ure  ?  Does  your  flajc  float  ^fierwards  in  honor  7 
Are  your  seamen  sa^  from  impressment  ?  Is 
your  course  along  the  highway  of  nations  unob- 
structed. No  one  pretends  it.  No  one  ha?  or  can 
show,  by  any  logical  deduction,  or  any  detail  of 
facts,  that  the  loss  of  thove  countries  would  so 
cotopress  Qreat  Britain  as  to  induce  her  to  aban- 
don tor  one  hour  any  of  her  maritime  pretensions; 
What  then  results'?  Why, sir— ^what  is  palpable 
as  the  dny — that  n^arltime  rights  ar'e  only  to  be 
maintained  by  maritime  means.  Thii  spet ies  of 
protection  must  be  given,  or  all  clamor  about  mar- 
itime rights  will  be  understood,  by  the  people 
interested  in  them,  to  be  hollow  or  false ;  or  (what 
is  worse)  an  intention  to  co-operate  with  the  efke* 
mies  of  our  commerce  in  a  still  further  embav- 
rasshient  of  it. .  *        ^ 

'  While  I  am  on  this  point,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
noticing  a  s^nge  solecism  whioh  seems  to  pre- 
vail, touching  the  term  flag.  It  is  talked  about 
as  though  there  was  something  mystical  in  its  yety 
nature — as  though  ^  rag,  with,  certain  stripes  and 
stars  upon  it,  tied  to  a  stick,  and  ^called  a  flag,  was 
a  wizard's  wand,  and  entailed  security  on  every- 
thing under  it,  or  withjn  its  sphere.  A  flag  is  the 
evidence  of  power.  A  land  flag  is  the  evidence  of , 
land  powers  a  maritime  flag^  is  tSe  evidence  of  mar- 
itime power. '  Vou  may*  have  a  piece  of  bunting 
upon  a  stafi^  and  call  it  dflag^  but.  if  you  have  no 
maritime  power  to  maintain  it,  you  have  a  name, 
but  no  reality ;  vou  have  the  shadow,  without  the 
substance ;  you  have  the  sigb  of  a  flag,  but  in  truth, 
you  have  no  flag. 

In  considering  this  subject  of  maritime  protec- 
tion, I  shall  recur  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  it^ 
and  to  our  capacity  to^extend  it.  And  there,  we 
are  atways  met,  at  the  Very  threshold,  with  tbis 
objection :  "A  naval  force  requires,  much  time  to 
get  it  into  readiness,  and  the  exigency  will  be  past 
before  the  preparation  can  be  completed."  This 
want  of  foresight,  in  times  past,  is  made  an  apol- 
ogy for  want  of  foresight,  in  the  time  present. 
We  ^ere  unwise,  in  the  beginning,  and  an  wist 
we  fesolve  to  continue,  until  the  end  of  the  chap- 
ter. We  refuse  to  do  anything  until  the  moment 
of  exigency,  and  ^  then  it  is  too  late.  Thtis  our 
improvidence  is  made  sponsor  for  our  disinclina- 
tion«  But  what  is  the  law  ^f  nature  and  the  dic- 
tate 6f  wisdom,  on  tbis  subject?  The  casualties 
gf  life,  the  accidents  to  ^hich  maq  is  exposed,  are 
the  modes  established  by  Providence  for  hU  in- 
struction. Tb  is  is  the  law  of  our  nature.  Hence 
it  is  that  adversity  is  said  to  keep  a  school^  for  cer- 
tain people;  who^will  learn  in  no  other.  Hence, 
too,  the  poet  likens  it  to  *^a  toad,  ugly  and  veno- 
mous, which  bears  a  precious  jewel  in  his  head." 
And,  in  another  place,  but  with  the  same  funeral 
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relation,  "  out  of  this  thorn  danger,  we  pluck  the 
flower  safety."  This  law  is  jasl  as  relative  to 
nations,asit  is  to individukls.  For,  notwithstand- 
ing^ all  tha  vaunliag  of  statesmen,  their  whole 
business  is  to  apply  an  enlarged  conamon  sense  to 
the  afiatrs,  intrusted  to  their  management.  .  It  is 
as  much  the  duty  of  the  rulers  of  a  State,  as.Jtis 
that  of  an  individual,  to  learn  wisdom  frorp  mis- 
fortune, and  to  , draw  from  every  particular  in- 
stanch  of  adversity,  those  maxlins  of  conduct,  by 
the  collection  and  application  of  which,  our  in- 
tellectualand  moral  natures  are  distinguished  and 
elevated.  Iii  all  cases  of  this  kiud,  the  inquiry 
ought  to  be^  is  the  exigency  peculiar,  or  is  it  gen^ 
erall  Is  it  one,  in  which  human  effort  is  una- 
vailing, and  therefore,  requires  only  the  exercise 
of  a  resignatiojd  aod  wise  subm^sion  to  the  divine 
will ;  or  is  it  one  which  skill,  or  powe/ ,  may  lijnit 
or  obviate  ?  On  the  result  of  this  inquiry  our  ob- 
ligations depend.  For  when  man  conducts  to- 
wards.a  general  evil,  as  though  it  were  peculiar; 
or  when,  through  igi^orance  or  pusillanimity,  he 
neglects  to  use  the  means  of  relief,  or  prevention, 
to  the  extent  in  which  he  possesses  them;  if  he 
stretches  himself  out  in  a  stupid  languor,  and  re- 
fuses to  do  anything  because  he  finds  he  cannot 
do\everythipg,'t|)en  indeed  all  his  clamors  against 
the  cours^'  of  nature,  or  the  conduct  6f  others,  are 
but  artifices,  by  which  he  would  conceal  (rom 
the  world,  perhaps  from  himself,  the  texture  of 
his  own  guilt.,  His  misfortunes  are,  in  such  case, 
his  crimes.  Let  them  proceed  from  what  source 
they,  will,  he  is  himselr,  at'  least,  a  hand-worker 
in  the  fabric  of  his  own  miseries. 

Mr^Speaker,  can  any  one  contemplate  the  ex- 
igency, which  at  this  d^y  depresses  our  country^' 
and  for  one  moment,  deen^  it  peculiar  ?  The  de- 
gree of  such  commercial  exigencies  may  vary, 
but  they  must  always  exist.  It  is  absurd  to  sup- 
nose  that  such  a  population  as  is  that  of  the  At- 
lantic States  can  be  either  driven  or  decoyed  from 
the  ocean..  It  is  just  asabsurd  to  imagine,  that 
wealth  will  not  invite  cupidity ;  and  that  Weak- 
ness will  not  insure  both  insult  and  plunder.  The 
circumstances  ofour  age  makes  this  truth  signally 
impressive.  Who  does  not  see,  in  the  conduat  of 
Europe,  a  ^general  departure  from  those  common 
principles,  which  once  constituted  national  mo- 
rality 7  W-hat  is  safe,  which  power  ^an  seize,  or 
ingenuity  can  xrircumvent  ?  Or  what  truths 
more  palpable  than  these— tha.t  there  is  no  safety 
for  national  rights,  but  in  the  national  arm;. and 
that  important  interests,  systematically  pursue.d, 
must 'be  systematically  prote9ted.  ^ 

Touching  the  nature  and  degree  of  that  inarl- 
time  protection,  Which  it  i;nay  be  wise,  in  this 
nation  to  extend  to  its  maritime  interests,  it  seems 
to  me,  that  our  exertions  should  rather  be  excited 
than  graduated,  by  the  present  exigency;  that 
our  duty  is  to  inquire,  upon  a  gene/alscale,  what 
our  coinmercial  citizens  have,  in'jthis  respect,  a 
right  to  claim ;  an^l  what  is  the  unquestionable 
ooligaticn  of  a  commercial  nation,  to  60  great  a 
class  of  its  interests.  For  this  purpose,  mv  obser- 
vations will  have  reference,  rather  to  tne  prin- 
ciples of  the  system,  than  to  the  provisions  of  the 


bill  now  under  debate.  Undoubtedly,  an  appro- 
priatipn  for  the  building  often,  or  any  other  ad- 
ditional number  of  frigates,  would  be  so  distiDct 
a  manifestation  of  the  intention  of  the  National 
Legiblature  to  extend  to  commerce  its  natarai 
protection^  as  in  itself  to  outweigh  any  theoretic 
preference  for  a  maritime  force  of  higher  char- 
acter. I  cannot,  therefore,  but  cordially  support 
an  appropriation  for  a  species  of  protectioa  so 
important  and  desirable.  Yet  in  an  argument, 
having  relation  to  the  system,  rather  than  to  the 
occasion,  I  trust,  I  shall  have  the  indulgence  of 
the  House,  if  my  bourse  of  reflections  should  take 
a  wider  range  than  the  propositions  on  the  table, 
and  embrace,  within  the  scope  of  remark,  the  gefl- 
eral  principles  by  Which  the  nature  and  degreeof 
systematical  navat  protection  should  in  my  judg- 
ment be,  regulated. 

Here,  it  seems  hardly  necessary  to  observe,  that 
a  main  object  of  all, protection  is  satisfaction  to 
the  persons,  whose  interests  4re  intended  to  be 
protected.  And  to  this  object  a  peculiar  attention 
ought  to  be  paid,  whenit  happens  that  the  major- 
ity of  the  rulers  of  a  nation  are  composed  of  per- 
sons, not  immediately  concerned  in  those  interests, 
and  not  generally  suspected  of  having  an  over- 
wbelmiug;  attachment  to  them.  In  such  a  slate 
ot  thinffs,  it  is  peculiarly  important  that  the  course 
of  conduct  adopted  should  be  sucfv  as  to  indicate 
systematic  intention  as  to  the  end,  and  wiseadapu- 
tion  as  to  the  means.  For  in  no  other  way  can 
that  satisfaction  of  which  I  speak  result;  and 
which  is,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  attliesame 
time,  one  of  the  most  important  objects  of  Gor- 
ernment,  and  one  of  the  most  certain  evidences 
of  its  wisdom.  For  men,  interested  in  protection, 
will  always  deem  themselves  the  best  judges  of 
the  nature  of  that  protection^  And  as  such  men 
can  never  be  content  with  anything  short-of  ef- 
ficient protection,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
object,  so  instinct,  not  less  than  reason,  will  in- 
struct them  whether  the  meaas  you  employ  are, 
in  their  nature,  real  or  illusory.  Now,  in  order 
to  k trow  what  will  give  this  satisfaction  to  the 
persons  interested,  so  desirable  both  to  tbem&Q<l 
to  the  nation,  it  is  necessary  to  know  the  oatore 
and  gradation  jn  value,  of  thoSe  interests  and  to 
extend  protectipn,  ngt  so  much  with  a  lavish  as 
with  a  discriminating  and  parental  hand.  Ifi^ 
happen  in  j-espect  of  any  interest,  as  it  is  acknowl- 
edged oil  all  sides  it  is  at  present  the  case  vit^ 
the  commercial,  that  it  cannot  be  protected  against 
all  the  world  to  the  uUerrnostof  its  greatness  and 
dispersion,  th^n  the  inquiry  occurs  what  braoch 
of  this  interest  is  most  precious  to  commercial 
men,  and  what  is  the  nature  of  that  protection 
which  will  give'to  it  the  highest  degree  of  ce^ 
taioty  of  which  its  nattirc.is  susceptible?  It  has 
been  by  the  result  of  these  two  inquiries,  in  my 
miud,  tbat  its  opinion, has  been  determined  con- 
cerning the'objecls  and  the  degree  ofprotection. 

Touching  that  branch  of  interest  which  is  most 
precious  to  commercial  idea,  it  is  impossible  that 
there  can  be  any  mistake.  For  (lowever  dear  the 
interests  (S{  property  or  of  hfe^  exposed  upon  the 
ocean,  may  be  to  th^ir  ownefi  or  their  iriends; 
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yet  the  safety  of  our  altars  aod  of  our  firesides,  of 
our  cities  and  of  our  seaboard,  must,  from  the  na- 
ture of  tbipgs,  be  entwined  into  the  afiTecuons  by 
ties  iocoroparably.  more  strong  and  tenderl  And 
it  happens  that  both  national  pride  and  honor  are 
peculiarly  identified  with  the  support  of  these 
primary  objects  of  commercial  Interest. 

It  is  in  this  riew.  I  state  that  the  first  and  most 
important  object  ot  the  nation  ought  to  be  such  a' 
oaral  force  as  shall  give  such  a  degree  of  rational 
security,  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  admits,  to 
our  cities,  and  seaboard^  and  coasting  trader  that 
the  system  of  maritime  protection  ought  to  rest 
upon  this  basis ;  and  that  it  should  notattemrpt  to. 

f)  further,  until  these  objects  are  secured.  And 
have  no  nesltatipn  to  declare,  that  until  such  a 
maritime  force  be  systematically,  maintained  by 
this  nation,  it  shamefully  neglects  its  most  impor- 
tant duties  and  most  criticafinterests.  ^ 

With  respect  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  this 
naval  force,.8ome  difference  of  opinion  mayarisfe, 
according  to  the  view  taken  of.  the  primary  ob- 
jects of  protection.  For  myself  I  consider,  that 
those  objects  are  fir/«t  to  be  protected,  in  thi;  safe- 
ty of  wbich  tie  national  character  and  happiness 
aremost  deeply  interested.  And  (heseare  chiefly 
concerned,  beyond  all  question,  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  maritime  settlements  from  pillage  and 
our  coast  from  violence.  For  this  purpose,  it  is 
requisite  that  there  should  be  a,  ship  of  war  for 
the.  harbor  of  every  great  city  of  the  United 
Suies,  equal,  in  point  of  force,  to  the  usual  grade 
of  ships-of-tbe-line  of  the  maritiitie  belligerents. 
These  ships  might  be  so  instructed  as  to  actsingly 
or  toother,  as  circumstances  might  require.  My 
reason  for  the  sdection  of  this  species  of  force  is, 
that  u  puts  every  city  and  great  harbor  of  the 
United  States  in  a  state  of  security  from  the  insults, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  your  ;seacoast  from  the  dep- 
redation, of  any  single  &bip  of  war  ofany  nation. 
To  these  should  be  added  a  number  of  frigates 
and  smaller  vessels  of  waf.  By  such  means  our 
coasting  trade  Alight  he  protected,  the  mouths  of 
our  harbors  secur^  (in  particular  that  of  the  Mis- 
usaippi)  fro^  the  hucoaneers  of  the  West  Indies, 
and,hereafter  perhaps,  from  those  of  South  Amer-' 
ica.  A  system  of  protection,  graduated  upon  a 
^e  80  conformable  to  the  nature  of  the  country, 
and  to  the  greatness  of  the  comnvercial  interest, 
would  tend  to  quiet  that  Spirit  of  jealousy  which 
so  naturally  and  so  justly  begins  to  spring  up  amonq 
(he  States.  Those  interested  in  commerce  would 
care  little  what  local  influences  predominated,  or 
bow  the  ball  of  power  vibrated  among  our  fac- 
tions, provided  an  efficient  protection  of ^  their 
essential  interests,  upon  systematic  principles,  was 
not  only  secured  by  the  letter  of  the  Constitution, 
^  assured  by  a  spirit  pervading  every  descrip- 
tion of  their  rulers.  ,      . 

But  it  is  said,  tbut  "  we  have  tiot  capacity  to 
Dttintaln  such  a  naval  force.^  Is  it  want  of  per 
cuniary  or  want  of  physical  capacitv  t  In  rela- 
tion ta  our  pecuniary  capacity,  I  will  not  conde- 
*€€nd  to  add  any  proof  to  that  plain  statement 
already  ej^ibited,  showing  that. we  have  an  an-. 
Aual  commercial  exposure,  equal  to  six  hundired 
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millions  of  dollars,  and  that  two-thirds  of  one 
per  cent.  Upon  this  amount  -of  value,  or  four 
millions  of  dqUars,  is  more  than  is  necessary,  if 
annually  and  systematically  appropriated,  for 
this  great  object ;  so  anxiouslv  and  rightfully 
desired  by  your  seaboard,  and  ^  essential  to 
the  honor  and  obligations  of  the  nation.  I  will 
only  make  a  single  other  statement,  by  way  of 
Illustrating  the  smallness  of  the  annual  appropri- 
ations, necessary  for  the  attainment  of  this  im- 
portant purpose.  The  annual  appropriaton  of 
one-sixth  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the 
value  of  the  whole  annual  commercial  exposure, 
(one  million  of  dollars,) 'is  sufficient  to  build  ia 
two  years,  six  seventy-four  gun  ships ;  and  taking 
the  average  expense  in  peace  and  war,  the  annual 
appropriation  of  the  same  sum  is  sufficient  to 
maintain  tfiem  afterwards,  in  a  condition  for  ef- 
ficient service.  '  This  objection  of  pecuniary  ina-. 
bility,  may  be  believed  m  the  interior  country) , 
where  the  greatness  of  the  commercial  property 
and  all  the  tender  obligations  connected  with  its 
preservation,  are  not  realized.  But,  in  the  cities 
and  in  the  jComme4:cial  Stated,  the  extent  of  this 
national  resources  is  more  truly  estimated.  ■  They 
know  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  at  stake  and 
their  essential  claim  to  protection.  Why,  sir, 
were  we  seriously  to.  urge  .this  objection  of  pe- 
cuniary incapacity,  to  the  commercial  men'  of 
Massachusetts,  they  wbuld  laugh  us  to  scorn.  Let 
que  state  a  single  fact.  In  the  year  1745,  the 
State,  then  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in- 
cluded a  population  of  220,000  souls,  and  yet.  ia 
that  infant  state  or  the  country,  it  owned  a  fleet 
consisting  of  three  ships,  one  of  which  carried 
twenty  guns,  three  snows,  one  brig,  and  three 
sloops;  being  an  aggregate  often  Vessels  of  war. 
These  partook  of  £e  dangers,  and  shared  in  the 
glory,  of  that  expedition  which  terminated  wit^i 
the  surrender  df  Louisbur^.  Comparing  the 
population,  the  extent  of  territory,  the  capital,  and 
all^he  other  resources  of  this,  great  nation,  witl\ 
the  narrow  means  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts 
at  that  period. of  its  history,  it  is  not^eztrayagant 
to  assert;  that  the  fleet  it  then  possessed,  in  pro* 
portion  to  its  pecuniary  resources,  was  greater 
thai^  would  be,  in  proportion  to  the  resources  of 
the  United  States,  a  fleet  of  fifty  sail-of-the-line 
and  one  hundred  frigates.  With  what  language 
of  wonder  and  admiration  does  that  great  orator 
and  prince  of  moral  ^talesmen,  Edmund  Biirke^ 
in  his  speech  for  conciliation  with  America,  speak 
of  the  commerce  and  enterprise  of  that  people  I 
"When  we-  speak  of*  the  commerce  with  our 

*  colonies^  fiction  lags  after  truth ;  invention  is 
'unfruitful,  and  imagination,  cold  and  barren.'' 
**No  sea  but  what  i^  vexed  with  their  fisheries* 

*  No  climate  that  is  not  witness  to  their  toils. 

*  Neither  the  perseverance  of  Holland,  nor  the 
^  activity  of  France,  nor  the  dextrous  and  firm 
^  sagacity  of  English  enterprise,  ever  carried  this 

*  most  perilous  mode  of  hard  industry  to  the  ex- 

*  tent  to  which  it  has  been  pushed,  by  this  receipt 
^  |)eople ;  a  people  who  are  still,  as  it  were,  but 

*  in  the  gristle  and  not  yet  hardened  into  the  bone 

*  of  manhood."    And  shall  the  descendants  of 
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sueh  a  people  be  told  that  their  commercial  rights 
are  not  worth  defending,  that  the  national  arjn  is 
Dot  equal  to  thefr  protection  ?  Anil  this  too^  after 
the  lapse  of  alpipst  forty  yearslias  added  an  ex- 
tent to  their  commerce  oayond  all  parallel  tn-his- 
tory,  and  after  the  strength  and  resources  associ- 
ated to  protect  {hem  exceed,  in  point  of  popr 
ulation,  seven  million^  of  ^ouls,  possessing  a  real 
and  personal  capital,  absolutely  incalculable? 

Ouf  pecuniary  capacity^  then,  is  unquestion- 
able;^ but  it  is  said  we  are  deficient  in  physical 
power.  It  is  strangle  that  those  who  urge  this  ob- 
jection, assert  it  only  a»  it  respects  Qreat  Britain^ 
and  admit,  either  expressly,  orby  implication,  (in- 
deed, thej^  cannot  deny,)  that  it  is  within  out 
physical  capacity  to  maintain  our  maritime  rights 
against  evepy  other  nation.  Now,  let  it  be  granted 
that  we  have  such  an  utter  incapacity  in  relation 
'  to  the  British  naval  power ;  grant  that  at  the  m)d 
of  that  nationi^we  must  abandon  the  ocean  to  the 
rery  mouths  of  our  harbors,  nay,  our  harbors 
themselves.  What  then  ?  Does  it  follow  that  a 
naval  force  is  useless  7  Because  we.muit  submit 
to  have  our  rights  plundered  by  one  Power-  does 
it  follow  that  we  must  be  tame  and  submissive  to 
every  other?  Look  at  the  fact.  We  have,  with- 
in these  ten  years,  lost  more  property  by  l)ie  plun- 
der of  the  minor  naval  Powers  of  E^urope,  France 
included,,  than  would  have  been  enough  to  have 
built  and  paaintaioed  twice  th?  number  of  ships, 
sufficient  for  our  protection  against  their  depreda- 
tions. I  cannot  exceed- the  fact,  when  f  sfate  the 
loss  within  that  period,  by  those  Powers,  at  thirty 
millione  of  dollars.  Our  capacity  to. defend  our 
commerce  against  every  one  of  these  Powers  is 
undeniable.  Because  we  caniiot  maintain  our 
rights  against  the^t'rong,  shall  ^^  bear  ipsult  and 
invite  plunder  from  the  weak  ?  Beca^s^e  there  is 
one  leviathan  in  the  ocea^n,  shall  every  shark  sati- 
ate his  may^  on  our  fatness  with  impunity  ?.v 

But,  let  us  examine  this  doctrine  of  utter  in- 
ability to  maiatain'our  'maritime  rights  against 
Great  Britain,  ao  obtrusively  and  vehemently 
maintained  by  some  who  clamor  the  most  yro- 
lently  against  her,  insults  and  iojurifes.**  If  the 
project  were  to  maintain  our  maritime. rights 
agaiBst  that  mistress  of  the  sea  by  convoys  spfead 
over  every  ocean,  t}iere  would,  indeed^  be  some-' 
thing  ludicrously  fanciful  and  wild  itj  the  propo- 
sition. But  nothing  like  this  is  either  proposed 
Or  desired.  The  humility  of  commercial  hope, 
in  reference  to  that  nation,  rises  no  higher  than 
the  protection  of  our  harbors  and  the  security  of 
our  coasts  and  coasting  trade.  Is  it  possible  that 
auph  a  power  as  this  shall  be  denied .  to  ejyst  in 
this  nation  ?  If  it  exist,  is  it  possible  that  its  ex- 
ercise shall  be  withheld  ? 

Look  at  the  present  state  of  our  hafbors  and 
seacoaat.  See  their  exposurCj  I  will  not  say  to 
the  fleets  of  Great  Britain,  but  to  any  single  ^hip- 
of-the-line,  to  any  single  frigate,  to  any  sloop  of 
war.  It  is  true  the  policy  of  th^t  nation  induces 
her  to  regard  your  prohibitory  laws,  and  her  ships 
now  seldom  visit  your  ports.  But  suppose  her 
policy  should  change ;  suppose  any  one  of  her 
ships  of  war  should  Choose  to  bum  any  of  the 


numerous  seftlemenCs  upon  your  seacoast,  or  to 
plunder  the  inhabitants  of  it ;  would  there  not  be 
some  security  to  those  ex[^osed.citizens,  if  a  naval 
force  were  lying  in  every  great  harborr  of  the 
United  States  competent  to  protect  or  avenge  the 
aggression  of  any  single  ship  of  war,  of  whit- 
ever  force  ?  Would  not  the  knowledge  of  its 
existence  teach  the  naval  commanders  of  that 
nation  both  cautidb  and  respect  ?  Sir,  it  is  wor- 
thy of  this,  nation,  add  fully  within  its  capacity 
to  maintain  such  a  force.  Not  a  single  Sea  Boll 
should  pqt  hisJiead  over  our  acknowledged  water 
line  without  finding  a  p5wer  sufficient  to  take 
him  by  the  horns. 

But  it  is  said  that "  in  case  of  actual  war  with 
(jrreat  Britisiin,  Our  ships  wpuld  be  useless.    She 
would  con^e , and  take  them."    In  reply  to  this 
objection,  I  sJiall  not  recur  to  ^hose  details  of  cir- 
cumstanced, already"  so  frequently  stated,  which 
would  give  our  ships  of  war  fighting  on  their  own 
coasts,  and  in  the  proxinlity  of  relief  and  sup[>lf, 
so  many  advabtages  aver  the  ships  of  a  natioa 
obliged  to  cotne  three  thousand  miles  to  the  com- 
bat.   But  allowing  this  argunrent  from  British  na- 
val Superiority  4ts  full  fbrce,  I  ask.  What  b  that 
temper  on  which  a"  nation  can  most  safely  rely  in 
the  day  of  trial  ?    Is  it  that  which  takes  counsel  of 
fear,  or  that  which  listens  only  to  the  suggestions 
of  duty  ?    Is  it  that  which  magnifies  ait  the  real 
dangers  until  hope  and  exertioii  are  paralyzed  Id 
t4ieir  first  germinations  ?  Or  is  it  that  which  dares 
to  attempt  noble  ends  by  appropriate  means; 
which,'' wisely  weighing  the  nature  of  any  antici- 
pated exigency^  prepares  according^  to  ils'powen 
resolved  that  whatever  else  it  may  want,'  to  itself 
i^t  will  never  be  waating?    Grant  all  that  is  sai^ 
concerning  British  naval  superiority  in  theercot 
of  war,  has  comparative  weaaness  nothing  to  hope 
from  opportunity?    A're  not  the  circumstances 
in  which  this  country  and.  Great  Britain  would  be 
placed,  relative  to  naval  combats  ^pon  our  own 
coast,  of  a  nature  to  strengthen  the  nope  of  soch 
«n  opportunity  ?    Is  it  of  nt>  worth  to  a  nation  to 
be  in  a  condition  to  avail  itself  of  conjnnetores 
and  occurrences?    Mr.  Speaker,  preparation  in 
^ch  cases  is  everything.    All  history  is  replete 
with  thfr  truth  that  the  "battle  is  not  always  to  tlw 
strong,  but  that  time  and  chance  happen  to  alL 
Suppose  that  Gr^at  Britain  should  send  twetre 
seventv-foursto  burn  our  cities  or  lay  waste  oar 
coasts;  might  notsUch  a  naval  force  be  dispersed 
by  storms,  diminished  by  shipwrecks.  Or  delayed 
and  weakened  by  the  events  of  the  voyage?   !■. 
such  case,  yvould  it  be  nothing  to  have  evea  ha"  j 
that  number  of  Uneof- battle-ships,  in  a  »t3««  o»  i 
vigorous  preparation,  ready  to  take  the  adranW^  ] 
of  so  protable  a  circumstance,  and  so  providen- 
tial an  interposition  ?    The  adage  of  our  school 
books  is  as  tru^  in  relation  to^States  as  to  men  in 
common  life,  "Heaven  helps  those  who  help 
themselves."    It  is  almost  a  law  of  nature.   CW 
grants  everything  to  wisdom  and  virtue.    He  de- 
nies e\reryihing  to  folly  and  baseness.    But  sup- 
pose^he  worst.    Grant  that  in  a  battle  such  as 
our  brave  seamen  woi^ld  fight  in  defence  of  their 
country,  our  Daval  force  be  vanquished.    Wh«^ 
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then  ?  Did  eDemjes  e?er  pHiQxIer  or  violate  more 
fiercely  when  weateoed  and  prippled  bf  the  effects 
of  a  bird-bought  victory,  than  wh.eD  flushed,  tbefr 

Teins  foil,  ihey  rush  upon  their  prey  with  cupid- 
ity stimulated  by^contempt  ?  Did  any  foe  ever 
graat  to  pusillanimity  what  it  would  haye  denied 
to  prowiess  ?  To  be  conqqered  is  not  always  \p 
be  disgrace(f.  The  h^oes  who  shall  perish  4n 
suck  combats,  shall  not^all  in  vain  for  their  coun- 
try. Their  blood  will  be  the  most  precious,  as  well 
as  the  strongest  cement  of  our  Union.  What  is 
it  that  constitutes  tlie  moral  fie  of  our  nation  ?  Is 
it  that  paper  contract  called  the  Constitution  ? 
Why  is  It  that  the  man  of  Virginia,  the  man  of 
Carolifta,  and  the  ma^  of  Massachusetts,  are 
dearer  to  each  otlier.thaii  is,  to  either,  the  man  of 
South  Ameriea  or  the  West  Indies?  Locality 
jiu  little  to  do  with  implanting  this  ioherent-feel- 
iog,  and  personal  -acquaintance  .les^.  Whence, 
tbep,  does  it  result,  but  fVom  that  moral  sentiment 
which  pervades  all.  and  is  precious  to  all,  of  hav^ 
ing  shared  common  dant^ers  for  the  attainment 
of  common  blessings.  The*  strong  ties  of  every 
people  are  those  which  spring  from  the  heart  and 
twine  through  the  affections;  The  fatnrily  com-, 
Ptct  of  the  States  hatf  this  for  its  basis,  that  their 
Woes  have  mingled  their  blood  in  the  same  con- 
tests; that  all  have  a  common  right  in  their  glo- 
ry; that,  if  I  mHy  be  allowed  the  expression,  in 
the  temple  of  patriotism  all  hate  the  same  wor- 
ship. ,  , 

But  it  is  in<tuired,  *<  what  effect  will  this  policy 
have  up9n  the  present  exigency  V^  I  tfnsWer,  the 
iwppiest  in  erery  respect.  To  exhibit  a  definitive 
iQteat  to  maintain  n^aritime  rights,  by  maritime 
ineaos,  what  is  it,  but  to  develop'  new  stamina 
of  national  diaraoter?  No  nation  can  or  has  a 
ng ht  to  hope  respect  from  others,  which  does  not 
fittt  learn,  to  respect  itself*  And -how  is  (this  to 
be  attained  ?  By  a  ponrse  of  conduct,  conforma- 
ble to  its  duties  and  Relative  to  its  conditiop..  If 
|t  abaadona  what  it  ought  to  defend^  if  it  ffies 
from  the  field  it  is  bound  to  maintain,  h^w  can 
it  hope  for  bonot?  To  what,  other  inheritance 
IS  it  entitled,  bu(  disgcftCB?  ^  iB^oratgii  nations  ua- 
aoubtedly  look  upon'thta  Union  with  eyes  lonff  read 
m  the  history  of  inan ;  and  with  thoughts  deeply 
▼eraed  in  the*eiCeett  of  passion  and  interest  upon 
independent  States,  associated  bjr  ties  so  appar- 
ttdy  slight  and  aorel.  They  understand  Well, 
^at  the  rivalries  among  the  great  interests  of  such 
States;  the  nattiral  envyiaga,  wbtch  in  all  coun- 
<ties  spring  between  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
numoucturetf ;  the  inevitable  jealousies  and  fears 
of  each  other^  of  South  aad '  North,  -interior  and 
*<*hoard  y  the  incipient  o^  progressive  rancor  of 
puty  animosity;  are  the  essentMl  weaknesses^ 
of  soverefgntiea  ihas^aombirted.  Whether  these 
eaoses  shall  operate,  or  whether  they  Bhall  cease, 
foreign  nations  will  gather  from  the  features  of 
<Hir  pHDlic]^  They  cannot  believe  that  such  a  na- 
tion is  strong  in  the  affections  of  its  associated 
gtrts,  when  they  see  th»Ti^l  iofterests  of  whole 
tates  abandoned*  But  reverse  this  policy ;  show 
t  definitive  and  stable  intent  to  yield  the  natural 
protecticm  to  such  esicMiai  intefictti;  thennhey 


will  respect  you.  And  to  powerful.nations  honor 
comes  attended  by. safety. 

.  Mr.  Speaker— What  is  nationaldisgrace?  Of 
what  stuff  is  it  composed?  is  a  nation. disgraced 
because  its  flag  is  insulted ;  beeause  its  seamen 
are  impressed ;  because  its  course,  upon  th^  high- 
way of  the  ocean,  is  obstructed?  No,sip.  Abstract- 
edly considered,  all  this  is  not  disgrace..  Because 
all  this  .may  happen  to  a-  hation,  so  weak  as  not  to 
be  able. to  maintain  the  dignity  of  its  flag,  or  the 
freedom  of  its  citizenii,  or  the  safety  of  its  course. 
Natural  weakness  is  never  disgrace.  But,  sir,  this 
is  disgrace:' when  we, submit  to.insult,  and/ to  in- 
jury, which  we  haye  the  power  to  present  or  re- 
dress. Its  essential  constituents  are  want  of  sense  or 
want  of  spirit.  vWhen  a  nation  with  ample  means 
for  its  defence,  is  so  thick  in  the  brain,  as  not  to 
put  tbegi  into  a  suitable  state  of  preparation ;  or, 
when,  with  a  sufficient  muscular  force,  it  is  so 
thme  in  spirit  as  tb  iieek  safety  npt  in  manly  effort 
.but  in  retli^mentj  then  a  nation  is  4isgraced;. 
then  it  shrihks  from  its  high  and  Sovereign  chat- 
act^r,  into  that  of  the  tribe  of  Issachar,  eroilching 
down  between  twti  burdens^-the  Frencb"^ burden 
otr  the  one  side,  and  the  British  burden  on  the 
other — so  dull,  so  Hfeles^,  so  stupid,  that,  were  it 
not  fpr  its  braying,  it  could  not  be  distinguished 
from  the  .clod  of  the  valley. 

.It  is  impossible. for  European  nations  not  to 
know,  that  we  are  the  sepond  commercial  country, 
in  the  world;  that  we  have  more  than  seven  mil- 
lions of  pedple;  wi^h  less  annual  expenditure, 
and  o^ore  unpledged  sources  of  revenue,  than  any 
nation  of  the  civilized  world*  Yet  a  nation  thus 
distinguished,  abouoding  in  wealth,  in  enterprise, 
and  in  power,  is  seen  flying  away  from  the  ^un* 
Profitable  contest,"  abandoning  the  field  of  con-* 
troversy ;  takio|;  refuge  behin J  its  oyvn  doors,  and 
softening  the  rigors  of  oppression  abroad,  oy  a 
compauson,  with  worse  toTmi.ent3,jit  hdme.  Ought 
such  a  oatioji  to  ask  for  respect?,.  Is.th^re  Ituy 
oth^r  mode  of  relief  fro^  this  depth  of  disgrace, 
than  by  a  change  of  national  'Conduct  and  char- 
acter?    N  . 

With  respect  to  Great  Britain,  it  seems  impose 
sible  that  such  a  change  in  our  policy-  should  not 
be  anspieiojusw  No  nation  ever  did,  or  ever  can 
conduct  towards  one  that-is  true,  in  the  same  way. 
as  it  conducts  towards  one  thaC  is  false  to*  all  ita 
obligations.  Clear  conceptiona  of  interest  and 
faithful  fulfilment  of  4aty^as  certainly  insure 
soonec  or  later,  honor  and  safety*,  as  blindness  to 
interest  end  i^ban^onment  of  duty  do  aestuedly 
entail  disgrace  an^'  embfirrassment^  In  relation 
to  the  principle  whicb  regulates  ihe  commercial 
conduct  of  Qreat  Britain  towards  the  United 
States,  there  is  much  scope  for  div^ersity  of  opio* 
ion.  rerhaps' those  j.udge  ipost  truly  who  do  pot 
attribute  to  her  any  very  distinct  or  uniforjm  aya^ 
tern  of  action  in  relation  to  us;  but  who  deem  her 
course' to  result* from  views  of  temporary  expedi- 
ency grpwing  out  of  the  circomsiances  of  the 
time,  and  the  character  of  our  Administration* 
If  this  be  the  case,  then,  whatever  course  of  con- 
duct has  a  tendency  to  show  a  change,  in  tha 
character  of  the  Amtrican  policy,  must  produca 
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a  proportioDBte  chaog*^  in  tbat  of  'the  Briibh. 
And  if  taiDeness  and  systematic  abandonment  of 
oar  commereial  rights  hare  hfid  the  effect  to  bring 
upon  us  &Q  mmy  miseries,  a  contrary. course  of 
conduct,  having  lor  its  basjs  a  wise  spirit  and  sys- 
tematic naval  support,  it  may  well  be  hoped  will 
bave>  (he  opposite  effectof  renewing  our'prosperity^. 
But  if  it  be  thie,  as  is  so  frequently  and  to  confi- 
dently asserted,  that  Great  Britain  i?  jealous  of 
our  commercial,  greatness;  if  it  be  true  that  she 
would  depress  u&  as  rivals  ^  iflshe  begins  to  re- 
gard u^  afs  a  t^ower  wkich-  qjay  sooa  curb,  if  not- 
in  aftertimes'^spuru  \vbr  proud  control  x)d  h?rfa- 
TOfite  element,  then  ipdeed  she  may  be  disposed 
to  quench  the  atdor  of  t>^r  naval  enterprise ;  then 
indeed,  it  niay  be  her  care  so  tp  shape  the  course 
of  her.  policy  aft  tc  deprive  oup  commerce  of  all 
hope  of  its  natural  protection ;  and' to  co-operate 
with  and  cherish  'such  an  Administration  in  this 
country,  as  hates  a  naval  force  and  loyes  com- 
MMreial  i:^striction.  In  this  view  oPhei' policy; 
aiid  I  am  far  from  asserting  it  is  not  cqrr^t, 
it  it  not  obvious,  that  she  nfiay  be  content  with 
the  preset^t  condition  of  our  Coipmerce?  Except 
acknowliedgfd  colonial  rassaWe,  what  3tate  of 
tbin^  would  be  Aiore  desirable  to  her?  The 
whole  sea  is  ber  own^  Her  American  rival  tamely 
makes  cession  of  it  to  her  possession.  Ottr  com- 
mercial capital  is  already  seeking  employment 
ia  her  cities ;  and  our  s^flrmeii  in  her  ships.  What 
XhfiQ  results?  Is -it  not  on  this  view  of  her 
policy,  undeniable  that  an  Administration  in  this 
couiktry,  for  the  p4]rpo9es  of  Qre=iftt  Britain,  is 
such  as  thinks  commerce  not  wo'Pth  having,  or 
not  worth- defending;  sOch  as  in  every  scKeme  of 
nominal  protection,  meditates  to  it  nothing, -but 
additional  embarassment  and  eventual  abandon-' 
ment?  Most  npt  such  an  Aimini^t^ation  be  con^ 
▼enient  to  a^  British  Ministry,  if  such  be  British 
policy?  Aud  if  British  Ministers  should  ever  find 
such  an  Administration  in  this  country,  made  to 
their  hands,  may  we  no^nticipate  that  they  will 
take  care  to  oCianage  with  a  view  to  its  continti' 
ance  in  power  >  Of  all  policy  the  most  ominotis 
to  British  ascendancy  is  thatof  a  sy*Atematrc  mari- 
time defence  of  bur  raarijtiitie  rights.     ' 

The  generat  effect  of  the  policy  I  advocate,  is 
to  produi^e  confidence  at  homfe  and  respect  abroad. 
These  are  twin  shoots  from  the  same  stock,*  finii 
never  fail  to  flourisb'or  fade  together.  Confidence 
iaa  pliMit  of  no  mushroom  growth,  and  of' no  ar- 
tificial texture*  It  springs  only  from  sage  coun- 
sels and  generous  endeavors.  The  protection  you 
extend  must  be  efficient  and  ^suited  to  the  nature 
■of  the  object  you  prefess  to  liiaintain.  If  it  be 
Mther  adequate  npf  Appropr^te,  your  wisdom 
niay  be  doubted,  your  motives  may  be  distrusted, 
bat  in  taltt  you  expect  confidence.  The  itihabi- 
taats  of  the.  seaboard*  will  inq^uirejof  their  own 
•eases  and  not  of  your  logic,  concerning  the  real- 
ity of  their  protection. 

As  to  respect  abroad,  wjiat  course  can  be  more 
eertain  to  insure  it  ?  What  object  itaore  honora- 
ble,; what  more  di^ified  than  to  behold  a  great 
aation  pursuing  wise  ends  by  appropriate  means; 
tiaiDg'  to  adopt  a  series  of  systetfialio  exertions, 


suited  to  her  power,  and  adequate  to'ber  purposes? 
What  object  more  consolatory  to  the  friends— 
what  nfkore  paralysing  to  theenetnies  of  our  Unioa 
—than  to  beliold  the  natural  jealousies  and  rivtl- 
rres,  which  are  the  acknowledged  dangers  of  ovr 
political  condition, sabsiding or  sacrificing?  What 
si|^ht  more  exhilarpiting  tbantos^e  this  great  at- 
tion  once  more  walking  forth  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  under  the  protection  of  no  foreiga 
shield?  Peaceful  becaase  powierful— powerfal 
because  united  in  interests,  and  amalgamated  hf 
concentration  of  those  iaterests  in  the  natioiiil 
affections. 

But,  let  the  opposite  policy  prevail ;  let  the  es- 
sential interests  of  the  grc^t  coinponeot  parts  of 
this  Ua ion  find  oo  protection  under  the  natioaal 
arm — instead  of  safety,  let  them  realize  oppte»* 
sioUjAnd  the  seeds  of  discord  and  ^ssoluttoa  are 
in^iubly  sown  in  a  soil  the  b^st  fitted  for  their 
root,  and  affording  the  richest  oourishmeat  Odt 
their. expansion^  It  amy  be  a  loaff  time  before 
they  ripen.  But,  sooner  or  later,'  they  will  aou- 
redly  burst  (brth  in  all  their  destructive  energies, 
{n  the  intermediate  period,  what  aspect  does  t 
,Unbn,  thu's  destitute  of  cement,  present?  Is  it 
that  of  a  nation  keen  to  disitern,^  and  strcAig  to  n- 
sist,  violations  of  its  sovereignty  ?  It  has  rather 
the  appearance  of  a' casual  collection  of  semi-bir- 
barous  clanr,  with,  the  forms  of  ctvitization,  and 
with  the  rude  and  rendmg  paesiona  of  the  savage 
state.  In  truth,  powerful-^et,  as  to  any  foreiga 
effect,  imbecile*-riehf  in  .the  goods  of  fortune,  fet 
wanting'that  inherent  spirit  without  which  a  oa* 
tion  is  poor  indeed  ;  their  strength  exhausted  by 
straggles  for  local  power*;  ^their  moral  sense  de- 
has^  by  low  intrigues  for  fiersonal  popularity,  or 
temporary  pre-caaioence ;  all  their  thoughts  turn- 
ed net  to  the  safety  of  .the  Slat^,  ^ut  to  tbe^lef»- 
tion  of  ^  a  chieftain*  A  people  presenting  «kh  an 
aspect,  what  have  ^^y  to  expect  abroad  ?.  What 
but  pUiaffe,  insult,  and  scorn  ? 

The  choice  is  before  us.  .Persist  in  refasiag 
efficient  maritime  protection ;  persist  ia  the  sys- 
tem of  commercial  restrictions  ;whai  now  i&pe^ 
haps,  antioipation,  will  hereafter  be  history. 

Mr,.FifiK  said  that,  when  this  Object  was  first 
presented  to  the  Houses  he  felt  inclined  to  vote 
for  a  small  increase  .of  the  Naval  fiacablishment; 
but  it  now  appears  th*t,  ^hat  is  asked  fer  is  coa- 
sidered  .only  as  laying  a  foundation  for  a  great 
sjrstem-^  syvtem  which)  ^e  feared,  if  carried  into 
i?^uf ion,  mi^lit^hangti  the  GoTerBaneai. 

Mr;  P.  ooateaded  that  the  Navy  never  had, and 
never  coald  protect  our  .comntierce.  '  Like  stand- 
ing armies,  he  considered  navies  as  .daog[erooa  to 
liberty.  As  to  the  Constitutional  provision, iPith 
respect  to  a  uavy,  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  nere 
grant  of  powet^  which  Congresf.is  atiiberty  to«« 
or  not,  as  they  may  deem-lt  necessary  or  expedient 

Though  he  had  listened  with  candor  to  all  the 
arguments  which  had  been  used  ia  favor  of  an 
inciease  of  this  Establishment  at  the  present  time, 
'he  was  far  from  being  convinced  that  such  an  in- 
crease, at  present,  is  either  necessary  or  »pe- 
dient.  It  appeared  to  him  that  every  nation 
which  has  enharked,  M  any  exDent|  ia  Navy  &- 
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tablishments,  h^s  been  eTentaally  crushed  by 
them.  Whether  yoci'^o  baek  to  apctem,  or  loot 
upoQ  modern  Europe,  you  will  fiod  naries  hare 
sot  aflbrded  that  protection  whic^  geotlemen  are 
desiroQs  of  ])er8uading  the  House  tney  are  capa- 
ble of  affording.  Has  the  liavy  of  Russia  pro- 
tected her  commerce  ?  There  are.  in  tHe' Russian 
dominions  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  millions  of 
p^plc ;  but^  by  every  accouiH  we  have  of  them^ 
their  situation  is  not  very  enviable";  nor.  have 
tbef  any  great  degree  otv  commerce  to  protect. 
Where  are  the  navies  of  Sweden  and  .Denmark  ? 
The  latter,  it  is  weU  lrao#n,  were  swept  awfty 
and  destroyed  by  the  British  fleet;  and  the  fleet 
of  Sweden  serves  only^to  keep  the  country  in  pov- 
erty 10  maintain  it.  A  navy  looks  pr^ty  well  in 
theory ;  but  look  into  the  expetiejnce  of  natfons, 
and  it  will  be  found  to  have  been  the  bane  of  ev«ry 
eoantry  which  has  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it. 
We  should  want  wisdom,  therefore,  to  pursat  a. 
system  which  has  proved  so  ruinous  to  others.  . 

With  respect  to- Great  Britain  herself,  it /had 
been  said  that  her  navy  had  bee.n  the  basis  of  her 
wealth  itnd  prosperity.  Mr.  F.  said  be  did-  not 
envf  the  situation  of  that  'country.  The  glor^^ 
and  honor  which  such  nations  are" in  the  habit. of 
tcqniring^  prove  a  curse  to  them  innhe  end  by 
eofslaving  theip  with  expense. 

When  the  House  was  engaged  in  the  armV  bill, 
it  WIS  said  that  the  neoessary  number  or  men 
cooJd  not  be  got;  that  it  was  not  in  this  country, 
ts  in  Burope,  where  thousands'  of  men  etiterinto 
the  land  and  sea  service  befcause  they  are  desti- 
tote  of  employment  6r  of  any  means  of  getting 
bread;  here,  every  mail,  who  will  labor, ^n  pro- 
cure a  living  without  difficulty. 

(f  men  cannot  be  gotten  for  the  Army,  how  are 
^hey  to  be  procured  for  the  Navy?  He  should 
tpprefaend  impressment,  or  something  like  it. 
Look,  said  Mr.  F.,  at  the  debt  of  Great  Briuia— 
look  at  htr  taxes — everything  .pays  a  dijty^T^ven 
tbe  light  of  Heaven,  is  norpasse<rby*withobt  be- 
ing made*  to  yield  supplies  to  her  revenue.  So, 
h^vy  do  these  taxes  bear  upon  the  people,  it  is 
said  that  one-seventh  part  ;of  the  whole  of  the 
inbabitants  are  paupers."  T^se  are  some  of  the 
fraits  of  a  navy  !      • 

At  to  the  protection  and  encouragement  .of 
commeree,  he  beKeved  commerce  would  always 
floorish  best  when  left  to  itself  unshackled  by  reg- 
'liaiions.  It  will  then  be  carried  to  eterV  par4  of 
the  globe.  In  the  course  of  th^  debate;  it  had  been 
«id  that  the  Exports  df  Great  Britain,  ii^  1797, 
were  not  greater  than  tfurs  before  our  ootnmeree 
Was  restricted,  though  that  nation  had  possessed 
t  Dtvy  which  had  triumphed  on  the  ocean  for 
half  a  century.  Hdw  did  this  happen?  It  was 
owing,  said  Mr.  F.,  to  the  'freedom  of  our  eoi|a- 
Jnerce.  ■    •      '  ., 

Qeatlemen  ask;  if  marching  to  OfiBada  will 
protect  buf>  commerce?  Where  do  gentlemen 
wish  protection  ?  Not  in  our  ports  ^ad  harbors ; 
they  are  already  protected.  He  asked,  if  |iny  at- 
tempt had  ever  been  made  to  bombard  'our  cities,, 
or  to  enter  our  ports  and  harbors  ?  Or  is  it  prob- 
«ble  any  saeh  attempt  will  be  made  ? 


Gentlemen  say,  that  Great  Britain  iprill  run  great 
.risks  in  sending  vessels  on  our  shore.  Ifso,  why 
build  ships  to  meet  them  ?  He  thought  the  de- 
struction of  Copenhagen  ought  to  warn  us  against 
going  intd  a  scheme  of  this  kind. 

If  he  were  asked  how  he  would  protect  com- 
merce, he  would  answer^  by  marching  to  Canada, 
and  taking  that  country  and . Nova  Scotia;  and, 
having  got  possession  of  Halifax,  she  would  have 
QO  means  of  refitting  her  Vessels  in  this  countrv, 
in  case  of  that  damage  to  ^hich  they  are  so  liable' 
on  our  coast. 

But  it  has.  been  said  that,,  except  we  take  this 
course,  we  shall  be  conaideri^d.  by  the  Govem- 
•ttents  abroad,  as  wantinga  proper  degree  of  spirit 
to  defend  our  rights.  There  ha^  never  been  want- 
ing a  diMwsitioo  in  this  House,  or  in  the  nation, 
to  defend  our  rights'  to  the  utmost 
'  The  gtotleman  from  MassachoMetts  (Mr.  diriM-  , 
CT)'had  spoken  of  the  naval'  force  formerly  pos- 
^aessed  by  Massachusetts.  But,  what  security  did 
those  slupe  aiSbrd  ?  They  were  of  to  use,  as  he 
believed ;  they  were  nothing  but  a  heavy  expense 
to  fhe  State;  and  he*  beKeved  the  merchants  had 
found  thmr  commerce  in  a  much  better  state  since, 
ibaikit  was  when^they 'were  in  being. 

Gentlemen  speak  of  the  embarras9menls,of  our 
commerce,  as  if  they  Were  owing  to  our  not  hav- 
ing ft  navy ;  but,  if  they  will  look  around,  tb^ 
will  find  tiiiat  those  cquntrtes  which  have  navies 
have  not  escaped;  our  embarrassments  have  arisen 
from  the  wi^gs  committed  against  us  by  other 
nations,  wliioh  we  bed  no  power  ofpreventing. 

)t  had  be^n  shown  that  the  Navy  SstabliahipeDt 
jM-oposed  «oold  not  b^  supported  but  by  an  tt- 
.pense  which  would  prove  ruinous  jto  this  couoiry. 
Rather  tfato  incur  this  expense,  he  was  willing  to 
dispense  with  the  honor  supposed  to  be  attached 
to  such  an  Establishment;  Mr;  F.  waji  opposed 
to  this  system,' too,  becadse  it  could  iK>t  be  sup- 
ported- without  having  recourse  to  a  force  simitar 
to  impressment  to  obtain  a  number  of  seafnen  suf- 
ficient to  man  such  a  fleet.  He  was  anxious  to 
protect  every  0art  of  the  Union ;  but  he  could  not 
consent  to-sopport  any  scheme'sb  pregaaat  with 
mischief'  to  the  coufitry,-  as  he  considered  this 
lafge  ]>lavy  ^stdblishHient  to  be.  / 

Mr.  MoKfiB  said,  he  with  reluctance  presented 
himself  before  the  House  a  .second  time  on  this 
question :  he  had  giv^n  his  vie^^  of  it  {a  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  he  only  ipose'to  r^ 
lieve  so.me  of  his  opinions  from. the  misconstrue^ 
tion  to  which  they  had  been  subjected  in  the  pro  - 
gross  of  the  discission. 

Grentleman  have  congratulated  the  Hpust  on 
acbount  of  the  conciliatory  temper  and  spirit  with 
which  this  discussion  was  conducted ;  he  was 
concerned  that  he  could  jiot  dniie  in  those, con- 
gratulations, because  that  portion  of  the  Hduse 
with  whom  he  was  associated  on  this  question 
had*  been  accused  of  an  ad.^erenoe  to  their  preju- 
dices and  of  a  total  disregard  of  the  admonitions 
of  reason  and  common  sense.  These  suxgestions 
charged  that  portion  of  the  House  opfxiMd  to  an 
increase  of  the  navy  with  a  want  of  wisdom  lo 
perceive,  or  with  a  want  of  iMneBty  to  punfie,  tbe 
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means  of  promoting  the  general  welfare,  and 
were  therefore  rather  rude  than,  conciliatory  to 
him. 

He  had  stated  it  ta  the  committ^,  as  his  opin^ 
ion,  tliat  the  establishment  of  a  large  nkvy  would 
change,  ii>-4he  progress  of  time,  the  present  form/ 
of  this  government.  'The  House  has  been  inform- 
ed that  this  statement  was  mere  assertion,  unsup- 
ported by  argument  or  e^en  an  effort  to  prove  tliat 
we  qould  ndt  create  and  support  a  large  maf-ine 
without  difficulty  or  ismger.  In  support  of  ^he 
opinion  he  then  expressed,  which  he  had  not  se'en> 
any  reason  to.  change,  he  had  submitted  to  the 
Hou^e  a  statement  of  the  probable  expenses  of  the 
Gpvernteent  in  the  succeeding  years,  includhig 
the  expenses  of  the  proposed  navy.  If  those  state* 
moots  were  substantiaelly  correct  (and  be  bad  not 
heard  them  qu^tioned)  they  prove  the  fact,  that 
ft  war  of  five  years  duration  with  a  navy  would^ 
increase  the  public  debt  Trom  forty-five  millions 
c(f  dollars,  the  present  amount,  to  upwards  of  an 
hiindred  anj  fifteen  tnillions;  an^ivould likewise 
increase  the  expenses  of  the  Government  on  tiie 
return  of  peace  to  upwards' of  eighteen  millions 
per  annum.  From  thos0  ittets  the  cenclbsions 
were  drawn  which  appeared  to,  him  very  natural- 
ly to.  follow,  that' permanent' internal  taxes  in 
tim^  of  peace  as  well  as  war  woqld  be  neiidered 
necessary ;  and  even  vB;ith  the  aid  of  imeriial  taxes 
to  the  amount  of  .four  millions  of  dollars  per  an- 
nual, your  public  debt  would  be  gradually  increas- 
ing. He  had  al«o.  stated  tHe  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try, under  the  existing  Constitution,  with  the  in- 
tention of  showing  the  difficulty  of  meeting  so 
lurge  an  expenditure.  This  statement,  sa  far  as 
it  had  been  noticed,  was  met  by  a  statement  that 
the  public  lands  as  a  source  of  re^nue  Were 
worth  twelve  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  that 
the  revenue  arising  from  commerce  might  amount 
to  eighteen. or  twenty  millions^  per  annum.  *He 
confessed  he  did  not  ^andersU^nd  theatithmetic  by 
whose  magic  these  tesulis  were- produced.  The 
first  was  to  4iim  evidently  incorrect  and  the  sec-- 
end  seemed  also  4ncorrect;'our  revenue  for  the 
last  ten  years  (the  most  prosperous  period  of  oi\r 
history)  had  averaged  a  bput  twelve  millions  .of 
dollars  per  annum,  and  the  wotld  was  evidently 
more  hostile  to  commet-ce  now  than  it  bad  h^en 
for  the  last  ten  years. .  No  reasonable  calculation 
could  therefore  be  made- on  u  revenue  from  .im^ 
posts,  and  tonnage  £or  the  succeeding  ten  years, 
exceeding  in  amount  the  f-eceipts  of  the  past  ten 
years,  end  admitting  the  revenue  to  be  equal  to 
that  we  had  received,  the  taxes  \^ould  be  rendered 
permanent  to  the  amount  of  upwards  qf  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  annum  in  order  to  pay  the 
current  expenditure:  you  will  then  have  a  large 
public  debt  with  permanent  and  heavy,  internal 
taxesi  and  this  is  the  soil  wiiioh  produces  aristo- 
cracy in  every  coijmtry ;  and  here,  the  debt  fur- 
nishes to  moneyed  men  the  facility  of  increasing 
their  wealth  without  ingenuity,  industry^ t)r  care. 
Ten  thousand  dollars  yes^ced  in  the  public  fun^s, 
by  converting  the  interest  into  principal  at  the 
respective  periods  when  the  interest  falb  due,  in 
twenty  years  Would  amoaut  to  more  than  forty 


thousand  dollars*  In  the  meatitime  the  consttat 
drains  ^of  money  wrung  from  the  hands  of  tk 
great  body  of  the  people  by  heavy  internal  taxes 
would  keep  them  poor.  The  wealth  of  the  coun- 
try would  be  gradually  assembled  in  the  hands  of 
a  few  $  and  wealth  is  the  strong  basis-  of  power 
everywhere;  Consequently  the  power  of  t&e  eoun- 
try  would  be  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a  few, 
who  Would  apply  your  navy  to  maintain  and  sap- 
port  the  wealthy  ^nd  well-born  in  the  posseasioa 
of  this  power.^ 

But  we  are  told  by  gentlemen  that  this  is  mere 
assertion;  the  product  of  ^  mind  frightened  by 
hobgoblins  and  bugbears,  apd  laboring  under  the 
influence  of  prejudice.  If  gentlemen  were  co^ 
rect.  it  would  be  a  gratification  to  him  to  find  his 
apprehenaions;  dissipated  by,  experience.  Bot 
.what  does  .the  experience  of  other  nations  prove? 
England^  the  bright  example  always  quoted— 
whose  political  dogmas  ^e-afifect  to  despise,  but 
in  whose  paths  we  seem  now  to  be  treading  witk 
undeviating  steps  as  fast  as  the  moments  ran— 
England  once  bad^o  public  navy,  and  then  too 
she  had  no  public  debt.  She  also  bad  a  Parlia- 
ment the realrepfesentatives  of  the  British natioa 
^ho  idared.  to  resist  the  eorruptions  of  the  times 
and  the  encroachments  of  tt^e  Crown.  But  E^- 
Jand  was  then  vexed  with  the,  Spanish  Armada 
and  the  Dutch  fleets,  which  rode  triumphantly  ia 
the  English  channel  with  a  broom  at  the  mast- 
head. 

.  England  commenced  ship-buildtng  on  national 
account  and  borrowing  money  on  the  same  ac- 
count. Her  navy  too,  when  small,  was  loaded 
with  the  imputations  of  ^*  wasteful  expense  aod 
comparative  inefficiency.''  It  was  increased  be- 
cause "  it  waa  demonstrably  clear  that  she  was 
destined  to  be  a  great  naval  power ;"  her  debt  also 
increased  pan  passu  (as  the  diplomatists  would 
say)  with  her  navy. 

.  The  British  N^vy  now  is  the  most  splendid 
fabric  of  human  power  the  world  ever  witnessed} 
her  debt  is  .equally  great  ^nd splendid ;  th^  wretcb- 
ednesct  and  >misery  of  the  great  mass  of  her  people 
bfars  a  full  proportion  to  the  debt  and  navj;  ber 
Parliament  also  is  highly  celebrated  for  its  reaai- 
ity  and  compliance.  The  man  who  l^iows  tbe 
view?  anji  wishes  of  the  Knglteh  Ministry,  with- 
out, farther  inquiry,  thereby  knows  tbe  opioioo  of 
a  majority  of  Parliament. 

Create  the  causes  aqd  the  consequences  will 
follow — man  is^^sobstantially  the  same  ^^^^f' 
where  j  here  a  little  mdre  civilijgW  and  there  a 
little  more  itayage ;  but  Gbd  and  liature  for  wise 
purposes  have  implanted  in  every  human  bosoni 
the  saKne  original  ^lesires;  and  love  of  wealth,  of 
fame^  and  of  power,  create  the  means  of  their  f  rat- 
ification x>n  a  large  se^le,  and  yoO  give  them  ac- 
tivity— an  activity  fired  with  ambition  andfiau^bt 
with  ruin  to  the  peace  of  society* 

Qent^emen  bad  exultingly  called  on  those  ofy 
posed  to  fiU'  increase  of  the  Navy,  to  show  hov 
commerce  could  be  protected  without  a  Nan* 
He  had  8Uppo«ed  it  to  be  the  duty;  of  those  whoad- 
Focated  a  s^tem  attended  with  immense  expense 
to  show  the  good'  to  society  resulting  from  tbe 
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ezpeoditare,  aod  if  tbe  advantftges  arising  Uiere-' 
from  were  not  -clearly  dexnoDslrated  and  shown 
to  bear  some  propoi^tion  to  the  expenditure,  their 
patronage  could  not  be  expected.  But  how  has  this 
been  shown?  you  are  informed  that  navies  ai'e 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  commerce ;  bpt  iias 
it  be&  shown  by  any  process  of  reasoning,  that 
tbe  twelve  sbips-of-the-line  and  thirty  frigates, 
contemplated,  when  built,  would  enable  you  to 
convey  .the  production;}  of  your  soil  from  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  in  safety  to  Havre  or  Ham- 
burg, or  to  any  port  in  the  Baltic  or  Mediterra- 
nean? Certainly  this  has  not  bqsn  ailempted. 
The  addftiooal  security  supposed  to  be  afibrded 
to  your  pqits>and  harbors  by  the  I^avy,  is  all  that 
has  been  attempted  tp  be  shown  ;  your  ports  and 
harbors  heretofore  have  been  thought  well  securbd 
by  fortifications ;  but  it  is  now  for  the-  first  time 
discovered,  that  yx>ur  fortifications  are  of  but  lit- 
tle or  no  use.  How  unfortunate  it  is  that  this 
discovery  had  pot  been  made  before  the. Govern- 
ment had  expended  near  $7,000,000  on  that  ob- 
ject, and  that  the  discovery  has  been  delayed  to 
this  time,  when  you  are  officially  informed  that 
tbe  fortifications  are  nearly  completed. 

You  are  also  told  that  the  proposed  navy  would 
be  sufficient  to  maintain  the  mastery  iq  the  Amer- 
ican s^as,  particularly  as. far  as  the  Gulf  Stream, 
and  in  order  to  substantiate  this  position,  you  arp 
ioformed  that  the  Britislx  navy  is  stripped  up 
into  small  squadrons  aad  stationed  at  dififejrelit 
places;  part  in  the  English  channel,' part  at  the 
Elbe,  part  in  the  Mediterranean,  part  in  the  Sast 
India)  West  India,  Jamaica,  and  North  Ameri- 
can stations.  Much  labor  is  used  to  prove  that 
tbis  distribution  of  ihe  naval  Xorce.of  England, 
could  not  be  altered  in  case  of  a  war  with  this 
country,  and  that  we  are  so  far.renooved  1/om 
Europe,  wkere  a  fleet  destined  to  act  a^a'inst  us 
must  receive  its  outfit,  that  three  times  the  quaft" 
tity  of  force  po9sess4>d  'by  us  would  be  necessary 
lo  produce  any  effect  on  us.  '  .  ^ 

Without  hoping  to  expqse  the  fallacy  of  ibis 
argument,  by  a  recurrence  to*  our  own  experience 
during  the  Revt)lutionary  war,  when  England 
was  contending  for  tbe  British  Channel  against 
tbe  fleets  of  France  and  3pain,  she  then  spared  a 
fleet  of  sufficient  magfUtude  to  beat  double  the 
force  now  contemplated.  He  would  ask  what 
protection  commerce  would  receive  from  this 
supposed  niastery  in  the  American  sen^l  It  is 
*iid  that  England  cannot  spare  the  force  neces- 
«ry  to  meet  you  in  the  American  seas.  Be  it 
so,  and  oonseqiteiitly  she  will  send  none.  But 
sbe  can  say  to  you  in  practice,  you  shall  not  ^o 
to  the  West  Indies  or  to  Eorope',  if  you  do,  1  will 
capture  your  vessels;  and  where  then  is  your  com- 
merce which  is  to  recpive  protection  ?  it  is  anni- 
bilated;  and  the  arguments-of  gentlemen,  if  cor-, 
f^t,  did  prove  incont^overtibly  that  your  naval 
^rce  must  J[>e  more  than  equal  to  that  of  Great 
Britain  to  unioclt  the  European  ports  to  your, 
commerce.  Is  this  an  incorrect  view  of  the  sub- 
j^t,  and  the  consequences  attendant  thereon  ?  If 
It  was,  he  was  unable  to  perceive  in  what  it 
VM  incorrect,  and  if  it  is  connect,  it  necessarily 


follows,  that  you  must  have  a  navy  competent 
to  meet  the  British  navy  in  equal  combat  on 
the  ocean,  to  effect  any  valuable  result  in  favot 
of -your  commerce,  and  this  is  not  contemplated.. 
But  the  gentlemen  have  expressed  much  soli- 
citude for  the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi,  lest 
its  moutb  should  be  blocked  up  by  -a  single 
ship.-of  war  of  th^  enemy ;  and  li^e  sensibility 
expressed  when  the  right  of  deposiie  at  New  Or- 
leans was  withheld  from  the  Western  people,  m 
1802,  is  cited  as  an  evidence  of  the  feelings  which 
such  an  occurrence  would  excite.  The  objects  of 
those  arguments  were  easily  percei.ved  ;  and  they 
were,  in  'his  opinion,  utterly  fallacious.  It  re- 
quired- c^taly  a-  moment's  reflection  to  perceive 
that  a  war  with  any  maritime  nation  who  hap* 
pened  to  hold  the  West  Indi^  would  annihilate 
tbe  commerce  of  the  Mississippi  during  its  con-^ 
tinuance;  and  the  arguments* of  gentlemen  just 
referred  to,  if  they  proved  anything,  supported 
his  opinion.  The  substance  of  these  arguments 
is  already  recited  ^  that  the  remote  situation  of 
England  from  our  coast,  the  difficulty  of  main- 
taining a  fleet  for  any  length  of  time  hovering  ob 
a  hostile^  coast,  gives  to  our  fleet,  aided  by  a 
friendly  coast,  furnisbinff  ports  and  harbors  for 
their  protection  and  aid  m  timie  of  danger,  aa 
advantage  over  an  enemy  of  three  to  one.  Be  it 
so,  and  how  does  the  argument  8tand,'-when  ap- 
plied icitber  to  Europe  or  the  West  Indies?  As 
it  relates  to  Europe,  it  has  already  been  shown 
that  the  argument  operates  against  you  in  the 
sape  piroportion,  or  nearly  so,  that  it  operates  in 
your  favor  in  relation  to  the  American. coast,  and 
in  the  West  Indies.  England  possesses,. for  all 
oonunercial  *purposes,  and  he  might  say  for  all 
the  purposes  ofmqnpyanoe  to  your  commerce,  all 
.the  West  Indies,  witn  the  exception  of  St.  Do- 
mitigo  and  two,  other  inconviderable  islands.  The 
.commerce  of  the  Mississippi  must  necessarily 
pass  near  the  Havitna  and  double  Cape  Florida- 
all  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy — to  reach  the  Atlan- 
tic ports;  and  yet  gentlemen  talk  of  protecting 
this  commerce  during  the  nrar.  The  whole  ar- 
gurnet -of  gentlemen  is  founded  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  your  twelve  ships-of-tbe-line  and  twenty 
frigates  will  always  act  together  in  one  body 
against  tlie' s^rate  squadrons  of  the  enemy; 
this  is  manifestly  absurd ;  and  fLs  your  navy,  if 
built,  will  beat  the  common  expense  of  the  whole 
community,  it  ought  to-be  stationed  at  different 
stations  for  the  common  defence.  The  United 
States  seem  to  be  naturally  divided  into  six  sta- 
tions^ to  wit :  Boston,  New  York,  the  Delaware, 
Chesapeake,  Charleston,  and  the  Balize  stations; 
divide  out  the  navy  to  those  stations  respect- 
ively, and  -  you  will  have  two  ships-of-the-line 
and  nve  frigates  to  each  station.  Send^your  two 
ships-of-the-line  and  five  or  six  frigates  to/the 
Crulf  of  Mexico,  to  jj^rotect  the  trade  of  the  Missia- 
sissippi,  where  there  is  not  a  single  harbor  for 
their  reception  ;  and  unless  the  ^me  supernatural 
hand  which  saved  Daniel  of  old  from  the  teetk 
of  the  lions,  when  he  was  cast  into  their  deq,  is 
stretched  forth  fpr  the  protection  of  your  nayal 
force  eent  there,  in  six  weeks  after  it  arrives  at 
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the  place  of  destioatioo,  its  flaff  will  be  cbanged. 
But  admit  yoar  two  ships-oftbe-IiDe  and  £?e 
frigates  competent  to  guard  in  safety  the  produc- 
tions of  the  country,  watered  by  tbe  Mississippi, 
from  New  Orleans  to  the  Atlantic  pof ts,  where  is 
the  bebefit  resulting  therefrom,  when  ev^ry  roan 
who  knows  anything  of  nature  and  the  chajr^cter 
of  the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi,  must  be  un- 
candid  if  be. does  not  acknowledge  that  in  time 
of  war  the  productions  of  the  Mississippi  in  gen- 
eral would  not  pay  freijgbt  to  tbe  Atlantic  market. 

Mr.  MoK.  said  be  pretended  to  have  some  prac- 
ticaf  knowledge  of  the  commerce  of  the  Missis- 
aippi,  and  be  unhesitatingly  declared  that  a  war 
with  any  lAaritrm.e  nation  holdtbe  the  control  of 
the  West  In(|ia  islands  would  anninilate  alliegiti-; 
marc  trade  from  N<ew  Orleans  during  its  continu- 
ance ;  tfn  illegal  or  licensed^trade  perhaps  might 
be  carried  on  to  a  small  aniodnt,  and  it  wpUld 
noi  require  protection. 

Gentlemen  seemed  to  be  enamoured  with  the 
superior  protection  (as  it  is  called)  afforded  to  the 
persons  and  property  of  other  nations  on  the  high 
teas.  This  superior  protection  was  d'esirable}  it 
was  highly  appreciated  by  the  Qo?ernments  of 
Europe.  But  tbe  picture  had  two  sides;  and  he 
desired  gentlemen  to  look  at  both.  The  persons 
and  property  of  the  subjects  of  the  Gro?ernroents 
of  Europe  are  said  to  ricte  in  safety  on  the  ocean 
beneath  the  triumphant  banners  of  their  country. 
And  as  a  compensation  for  .this  protection  (which 
was  far  from  being  complete)  the  isigh^  ofihh  op- 
pressed ascended  to  HeaTen,  from  every  cocner 
of  Europe,  in  secret  or  open  curses  again0t;their 
oppressors.  It  was  due  to  candor  to  a*dmit  that 
the  griefs  of  Europe  were  not  aho|:ether  owinff 
to  navies.  And  it  was  also  worthy  of  remark 
that  tb^  people  of  every  ni'tion  in  Europe  had 
been,  more  or  less  oppressed  with,  taxes  and  debt 
in  proportion  to  the  exteut  of  their  navy;  create 
tbe  cause,  and  the  consequences  will  fiollow. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mc  WRrosT) 
bad  said  that  what  might  be  Wrong  in  17Q8, 
might  be  perfectly  prudent  aiM|  riffht  now.  He. 
admitted  there  was  a  time  for  all. things  ^  but  the 
principle  in  politics  or  theology  certainly  could 
Bot  be  very  stubborn  that  was  wrong  in  'L798 
and  perfectly  right  now;  and  if  «ny  change  in 
this  respect  had  taken  place,  it  must  consist  in 
the  greater  fitness  of  the  means  to  effect  certain 
desirable  ends.  In^  1798  American  eommeree 
was  most  sbamefull v.  plundered  by, both  France 
and  Endand.  At  that  tiihe  Spain,  France,  and 
England  had  large  navies — Holland  and  Den- 
inark  had  ships  of  war ;  a  navy  of  twelve  vbips  of 
tbe  line  and  twenty  frigates  on  tbe  part  of  the 
United  States  by  uniting  With  the  fleeis  of  France 
and  Spain,  would  have  been  able  to  have  coped 
With  England  on  the  oce$in ;  and  in  case  of  a  war 
with  France,  a  simil^t  res6lt  could  have  been 
effected  against  tbe  fleets  of  France  and  Spain ; 
but  tbe  condition  of  Europe  in  this  respect  was 
materially  changed,  and  not  for  the  better  as  it 
regards  us.  He  had  no  disposition,  however,  to. 
censure  tbe  opinions  of  any  gentlemen  or  their 
arguments,  on  aecount  of  their  great  similarfly  to 


the  opinions  and  arguments  used  io  sapper)  of 
them  in  1798.  It  waa  certainly  proper  to  eoa- 
sider  all  'questions  •coming  before  the  House  on 
their  intrinsic  merit,  without  much  regard  to 
former  opinioins;  and,  therefore,  he  did  sot  metn 
ta  say  to  the  gentleman  that  Ire  had  gone  ever  to 
tbe  enemy's  camp. 

But  suppose  your  navy  pf  twelve  ship^of-tbe- 
line,  and  twenty  frigates  had  beeir  built  in  1796, 
and  maintaii^d  ever  sfoce^would  it  have  ren- 
dered your  commerce  more  prosperous  than  it 
has  beeq  since  tUai^  period  ?  He  did  not  hdieve 
any  man  would  assume  dueh  a  position, inasmacli 
fts  our  eommerce  since  1798  had  been  more  pros- 
perous than  was  or  could  have  been  foresecD; 
and  if  the  navy  bad  been  then  built,  the  national 
debt  Would  now  he  near  one  hundred  and  forty- 
sit  niilltOBs  of  dollars,  instead  of  forty-six  roillioas, 
the  present  amount;  and  he  entertained  bo  deabt 
but  that  the  good  consequences  resulting  from  a 
rejection  of  the-  naVy  project  at  this  lime^  woold 
be  seen  as  clearly  and  as  thoroughly  felt  fourteen 
years  hence;  as  tne  §rood  effects  of  its  rejection  in 
1798  was  now  perceived  and  felt. 

With  regard  tq  the  effects  which  it  is  supposed 
the* navy  would  produce  on  England  in  time  of 
war,  be  thought  tbo^  effects  much  overrated. 
He  waft^  however,  willing  to  see  what  could  be 
done  with  the  presept  navy,  which  amouirtedto 
betwe^  sixteen  and  twenty  in  nnmber,  ezclotire 
of ^  gun  vessels.  If  thirCy  fast  sailing  frigates 
would  produce  the  wide-sprea^d  ruin  on  Briti^ 
commerce  in  time  of  War,,  of  which  gestlemea 
have  spoken,  tyrenty  frigatea  would  pr(Miuce  two- 
thirds  of  these  effects.  He  desired  to  see  what 
could  be  done  in  the  first  place  with  Our  present 
ibroe;  and  if  tbe  result  was  proportioDate  to  the 
expectations  which  seenol  to  be  entertained,  4< 
nation  would  be .  willing  to  increase  tbe  nahl 
ibcce.  But  at  the  firesent  time,  w^n  we  weie 
incurring  immense  expenses,  it  did  itot  seem  pru- 
dent to  him  to  increase  tbo^  expenses  by  a  pro- 
ject of  this  kind— the  nropoeed  war  would  not  be 
a  war u>f  great  battli^s,  but  rather  jl  War  o^meaas; 
England  would  make  the  war  as  expensive  to  os 
as  possible,  and  if  we  sat  but  with  expensessoez- 
trivagant,  the  war  might  terminate  unfavonbtr* 

The  House  adjourned  witbt^ut  taking  the  ques- 
tion. 


lioNDAY,  January  27. 
/,  Mr.  Bacon,  frona  the  Committer  of  Ways  sad 
Means,  presented  a,  hill  making  appropriations  for 
life  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  iSl^i 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Qom- 
roiitee  of  the  Wbole  on  Wednesday  next 

Mr.SEYBEAT  said,  that  when  he  considered  it 
his  duty  to  take  up  the  subject  of  (he  Navy,  he 
bad  occasion  to  look  into. the  expenses  of  that 
establishment,  and  especially  into  the  expenses  of 
the  navy  yard  in  this  city  ;  and  from'  examifliof 
the  account,  lately  laid  hcfore  this  House  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  expenses  of  1810, 
he  was  induced  to  offer  the  folio wiag  resolution: 

lUioived,  That  the-BecreUiy  of  the  Navy  bo  di- 
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reetod  to  Ity  b«%a  this  Hoiim  m  ttat^nent  of  tfao  ex- 
ptoditaiM  of  faUic  monoytf  in  the  im? y  yard  of  the 
Gi^  al  Wtshingleiif  dariAg  tAe-past  yoor,  dittiiifiiiiili- 
iny  the  valne  of  the  matferiAls  aaod  for  repoin,  the 
libqr  bestowed,  and  the  nature  of  the  work  performed, 
the  numbec  4)f  officers,  OTer»eer%  and  workmen,  to- 
gether with  their  pay  and  duty« 
Mr.  Bassett  hoped  the  j^enileman  from  Pena- 

sylfania  would  have  no  objection  to  add  the  oa?y 
yard  of  Philadelphia  to  the  resolufrioii. 
Mr.  Sbybert  declared  h^  would  pot,;  aqd  on 

suggestion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Wiluams,  the  reaoltt- 

tioa  was  so  modified  as  to  embrace  all  th^  navy 

yards,  and  then  agreed  to. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  then  iook  up  the  order  of  the  day, 
tiz:  the  bill  concerning  the  Navy.     The  ques- 
tion of  agreement  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  strike  out  the  section  for  build- 
ing new  frigates  being  still  under  cohsideration— 
Mr.  Bibb  said,  that  indi^pose^d  as  he  was,  bad 
he  obeyed  the  impulse  of  his  feelings,  l^e  should 
not  then  have  risen  from  his  seat.    He  did  not 
know  indeed  that  he  sliouldxbe  able  to  pres*ent 
his  view  of  the  subject  to  the  House,  nor  (should 
he  be  so  fortunate)  did  he  expect  it -would  infld- 
ence  the  decision  of  the  question.    But  as  the 
opponents  to  the  bill>ha^  been  idetitlfied  wilh  the 
enemies  of  commerce,  and  as  he  was  one  ofthe 
number,  he  could  not  quietly  submit  to  ^n  infer- 
ence so  totally  un^upported^so  totally  unfounded. 
The  people,  said  Mr.  B.,  whom  I  represent  are 'as 
tadch  ititerested  in  commerce.  In  proportion  to 
their  numbers,  as  those  of  any  section  of  the 
Union,  add  would  be  as  unwilling  to  abandon  it; 
Are  we  to  be  told  that  because  the  principal  part 
ofthe  American  tonnage/  belong  to  ibe  Northern 
and  Eastern'  States,  they  have  a' greater  stake  in 
commerce  than  the  Southern  t    Unouestionably 
.  not.    The  anmial  surplus  products  of  the  planter 
and  farmer  are  the  foundation  of  commerce,  and 
their  value  depends  on  the  demand  for  them. and 
the  facility  with  which  lliey  may  be  coi^veyed  ^o 
market.    The  ship-owners  are  ct)ncerned  only  to 
the  extent  of  their  profits  lafising  from  transporta- 
tion and  other  incidental  circurbstances.    It  ia,' 
therefore,  obvious  that  if  et)mrtierce  be  suspended, 
the  agriculturists,  who  furnish  the  articles  to  be 
transported  abroad,  sustain  a-  loss  so  much  greater 
than  that  of  the  ship-owners  as  the  Value  of  those 
articles  is  superior  to  the  profits  of  conveyfinceto 
a  foreign  market.    The  cai'rier  loses  his  freight — 
the  farmer  and  planter  their  products.    On  look- 
ing at  the  amount  in  value  of  our  domestic  ex- 
ports, it  will  be  perceived  that  nearly  one-fourth 
IS  furnished  by  a  part  of  the  Southern  States  in 
the  article  ^of  cotton  alone — a  proporti^  which 
is  not  furnished  by  an  equal  population  in  any 
other  portion  of  the  country.    My  object  is  not 
to  draw  invidious  distinctions,  but  to  show  the 
extreme  importance  of  commerce  to  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  South,  and  consequently  the  interest  we 
have  in  its  protection.    Sir,  there  exists  no  India* 
position  to  protect  commerce— :-tbe  only  differenrcip 
of  opinion  i^  in  'reference  to  the  extent  to  wh^ch 
the  protecting  powers  of  the  QoreraineDt  should 


be  <^arrted,  and  the  means  which  are  best  calcula- 
ted to  eflfect  the  object; 

Had  the  advocates  for  a  nary  been  as  success- 
ful in  enfbrciog  conviction  of  its  necessity  or  effi- 
cacy in  the  protection  of  tra<)e,  or'  in  defending 
the.rights  of  the  dation,  as  they"  were  in  display- 
lb^  their  ingenuity  and  taleiits.  I  should  not  have 
addressed  yon  on  the  subject.  I  would  have  con- 
curred.^th  them  in  the  proposed  ^easure^  But 
while;  I  admire  the  zeal'  thcfy  have  nranifested,  and 
the  abjiity  and  eloqtrence  with  which  they  haye 
defended  their  favorite  project,  my  judgment  has 
not  been  convinced,  nor  have  I  ceased  to  lament 
the  discussion  in  which  we  are  en^ged.  At  a 
mornent  when  a  solemn  pledge  has  been  given  to 
the  nation  of,  a  t^eterminalion  on  the  part  of  this 
House  to  wage  war  with  England—when  the 
mode  of  warfare  and  points  of  attack  have  been 
selected  with  reference  to  our  own  strength,  and 
to  the  weakness  of  the  enemy — when  it  is  ac- 
knowledged that  to  prosecifte  such  a  war  will  re- 
quire all  the  resoortres  of  the  Government — when 
to  devise  a  system  for  obtaininff  money  by  loans 
and  taxes,  the  finamcral  talents  ofthe  distinguished 
officer  who  presides  over  your  Treasury  Dfepart- 
ment  have  beenr  called  intorequisitiotH— Isay,sir, 
un(>er  such  circumstances,  it  does  ap'pear  to  me 
U!)fbftunate  indeed,  that'the  attention  of  Congress 
^jhQuld  be  diverted  from  the  pbjects  for  which 
ihey  w^re  assembled  at  an  earjier  period  than 
usual,  and,  what  is -worse,  that  instead  of  provi- 
ding the  ways  and  mean^ 'which  will  be  Iddispen- 
sable,  we  should.be  huptingf  up  objects  for  fbrther 
expenditures.  If'the  ten  frigates  which  it  is  pro- 
posed now  to  bufid,  could  be  in  readiness  for  im- 
mediate service,  the  proposition  would  certainly 
be  less  objectionable.  But  it  is  admitted  that 
no  such  expectation  is  entertained-^that  the  ex- 
penditure we  are  called  Hfion  to  authorize,  is  not 
for  the  war  ^tablishme^t,  but  for  future  purposes. 
What  says  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  this 
subject  1  After  stating  the  injuries  to  which  we 
are  liable  on  the  ocean,  the  committee  remark, 
that "  it  may  he  necessary  t*  array  ih^  natfonal 
^  force  on  that  element  wfaer6  the  injury  may  be 
^  suffered,  i^nd  where  alone  it  can  betivenged  or  te- 

*  dressed.    With  this  view  your  committee  have 

*  not  considered  this  subject  with  regard  only  to 

*  practicable  and  advisable  preparation  for  the  pres- 

*  ent  momtentdus  crisis,  which,  whatever  it  may 

*  be,  must  be  greatly  inadequate ;  but  the  object  of 
'  the  committee  is  to  recommend  a  system  which 

*  shalliook  to  foiurity,"  &,€. 

ft  appears  then  that,  the  approprfation  of  money 
which  IS  demanded,  will  be  applied  to  a  system 
which  shall  look  to  futurity,  and  which  if  it  should 
be  no\f  exectited  to  the  extent  required  by  the 
report^  ^ould  be  "greatly  inadequate"  to  its  object. 
And  IS  this  the  proper  time^to  expend  millions 
for  fbturity,  when  you  are  about  to  appeal  to  the 
patriotism  of  the  people  for  the  means  which  are 
indispensable  to  immediate  purposes?  To  my 
mind,  the  present  is  the  most  inauspicious  mo- 
ment which  cbuld  have  been  selected  for  increas- 
ing^ the  Naval  Establishment.  An  attempt  to 
btiild  a  navy  on  the  ere  of  war  by  loans  tfnd  ^es 
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when  th^  people  are.wi(kout  a  market  for  tiieir 
surplus  product.*,  is  an  extraordinary  and  uopaTat- 
leled  undertaking.  1  will  not  call  it "  Iddierous." 
Although  such  a  character  has  been  attributed  to 
the  opposition  on  this  occasiop,  it  canpot  be 
'  appli^  to  ibc  bill  before  y«ii^  The  project  of 
my.  friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Chevbs) 
will  certainly  escape  an  i^mputntion x)f  that  sort, 
And  yet  it  may  acquire  a  reputation  which  will 
not  be  more .  consoling  to  his  feelings  than,  that 
which  has  fallen  to  v\\j  lot.  No.  sir,  if  this  bill 
shall  f)ass,  ii  will  not  be  considered  *'  ludi^rous^' 
— ^it  will  not  excite  the  laughter  of  the  people. 
But  unless  I  am  much  mistaken  their. murmurs 
will  be  heard,  and  their  discontent  will  be  felt.  I 
rely  astnuch  on  the  patriotism  of  the  people  aB 
any'.iiian.  I  am  persuaded  they  wilt  bear  any 
taxes  which  -are  necessary  for  thtf  support  of  a 
war  in  defence  of  >their  rights,  and  I  am  willing 
to  vote  them ;  but  they  will  not  submit  to  unne- 
cessary taxes.         \ . 

But,  say  gentlemen,  to  rely  for  the  .d^hce  of 
the  country  on  any  force  other  than  a  naval  fofce. 
would 'be  as  unwise  as  to  attempt  to  protect  a  corn 
field  by  fencing  in  a  distant  cotton  field.  The 
cases  are  not  at  all  analogous ;  but  I  ^ould  con- 
sider the  wisdom  of  a  planter,  who,  with  a  know- 
ledge of  his  ability  to  complete  a  fence  around  his 
cultivated  fi^ld,  would  undertake  to  build  one  half 
wajT  for  its  protection,  at  least  equal  to  that  which 
advises  us  toexnend^the  public  resources  on  a  na- 
val force,.whicn  ft  is  agreed  will  be**' greatly  in- 
adeqaate"  to  its  object.  If  the  United  States  must 
becojne  agreat  naval  P($wer,  the  system  can, be 
maintained  only  in  time  of  peace,  and  lo  attempt 
it  in  time  of  war  when  you  are  unable  to  throw 
opon^the  oc^n  a  force  competent  to'^cope  with 
the  enemy,  wotild  be  to  diminish  your  own 
strength,  and  -to  increase  theirs.  -  Oo  the  subject 
of  the  first  paragraph > of « the  report  which  I  have 
read,  permit  me  \o  addre&s  myself  parliculaiiy  )o 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  MitcuillJ 
and  to  remark,  that  the  doctrine  which'  confines 
the  remedy  to  the  seat  of 'disease  in  all  cases,  is  at 
war  with' the  acknowledged  principles  of  the  ani- 
mal economy^  und  has  "been  proved  not  to  consti- 
tute a  part  of  the  political  system,  by  the  vote  not 
only  of  himself  but  of  the  gentleman  from.  South 
Carolina  (Mr. -Cheves.)  Need  I  tell  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  what  he  understands  much 
better  than  I  do,  that. diseases  of  the  head  are  fre- 
quently curedTby  •applications  to  the  feet?  Oc  is 
it  necessary  fo  rethink  the  gentleman  that  in  vo- 
ting for  the  biU  which  authorised  the  raising  of 
twentv-five  thousand  men  to  take  Canada,  they  ad- 
milted  the  fallacy  of  this  doctriixe?  Where  has 
Bnsland.  done  you  the  most  injury  ?  On  the 
high  seas.  Where  do*  you .  propose  to  retaliate  ? 
In  Canada.  'And  when  gentlemen  themselves 
have  advocated  this  course  of  proceeding,  do 
thef  act  consistently  in  teHing  the  House  that  in- 
juries can  only  be  redressed  or  avenged  on  the 
dement  wh^e  they  have  been  committed  1  In  my 
humbleopinion  the  course  which  has  been  pursued 
as  a  rational  one,  founded  in  the  policy  that  must 
always  influence  the  conduct  of  an  injured  party 


disposed  to  ri^taliate.  The  enemy  is  inviaeible 
on  the  oee9o,eveh  if  the  whole  naval  foree  of  the 
world  besides  be  united  ag^ainst  her.  Her  posses^ 
sions  to  the  north  are,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, of  the  first  importance  to  her,  and  thtj 
are  within  our  reach.  Without  then  applying 
our  exertions  where  defeat  would  be  inevitable, 
we  have  determined  to  direct  the  strength  of  the 
nation  against  the  most  vulnerable  points^  where 
siv:cess  will  T>e  certain,  and  where  retaliation  will 
be  most  sensibly  i«lt.  Ahd  it  is  oo  this  principle 
the  advocates  of  a  toavy  propose  tp  derife  adm- 
tage  from  it.  They  admit  that  it  cannot  protect 
our  commerce  in  the  European  or  Asiatic  seas,  bat, 
-say  they,  it  will  be  eoa»petaot  to  annoy  tbe  West 
India  trade  of  Englapd  if  she  interrupts  ours  in 
distant  seas,  and  in  that  way  make  it  her  interest 
to  let  us  alon^.  Well,  sir,  this  is  precisely  the  ob- 
ject of  taking  Canada,  and  we  will' leave  tbe  an- 
jaoyance  of  her  West  India  trade  to  the  enterprise 
of  our  privateers.  They  are  much  belter  calcu- 
lated for  that  jpurpose  than  .ships  of  war. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  President  has  recom- 
tnended  an.  increaii^  of  our  Naval  Establishment, 
as  a  part  of  the,* war  preparations.  A  rcf«?rencc 
to  his  Message,  will  demonstrate  that  g^nilemen 
are  mistaken  in  regard  to  that  fact.  Alter  tie- 
tailing  the  evidence  of  hostile  InfiexibiliMr  onihe 
part  of  Great  Britain,  and  calling  on  Congress 
to  put  the  country  into  an  armot  and  attitude  de- 
manded by  the  crisis,  ke  proceeds :  "  I  recommend 
^accordingly  that  adequate  provision  be  made 
'Xor  filling  tbe  ranks,  and  prolonging  enlistments 

*  of  the  regular  troops;  for  an  auxiliarv  force  to 
;  be  engaged  for  a  mote  limited  t^rm ;  for  the  ac- 
'  ceptance  ^f  volunteer  corpJi,  whose  patriotic 
Vdrdor  may  cotir^  a  participation  in  urgent  ser- 

*  yices;  for  detachments,  as  they  may  be  wanted, 
^  of  oiher  portions  of  the  miliiiar&od  f"'  ^^^^^ 

*  preparation  of  the  great  body  as  will  proporlioo 

'  Its  usefulness  to  its  intrinsic  capacities."  .  Sorelr' 
if  he  had  placed  any  reliance  on  a  navy,  and  bad 
beireved  it  ought  to  constitute  a  part  of  the**  ar- 
mor," he  would  have  felt  himself  bound  by  a 
sense  of  doty  to  say  so. .  It  is  true  that  in  another 
part  of  the  Mes6age,  Unconnected  with  the  sub- 
ject of  war  preparations,  the  foUowinjf  paragraph 
IS  is>  be  found :  ^^  Your  a^eotion  will  of  course 

*  be  drawn  to  iuch  provisions  on  the  subject  of 

*  our  paval  force  as  may  be  required  for  theser- 
'  vices  to  which  it  mtly  l)e  best  adapted.  I  su^ 
^  mit  to  Congress  the  seasonableness  also  o{  an 

*  authority  to;  augmenf  the  stock  of  such  ma- 
'  terials  as  are  imperishable  in  their  nature,  or 
'  may  not  at  oncQ  be  attainable."  What  are  the 
services  to  which  our  naval  force  is  best  adapted, 
is  left  to  the  decision  of  Congress;  but  an  in- 
crease of  the  existing  forceis  not  recommended. 
As  to  augmenting  the  slock  of  materials,  tbe  pre- 
cise object  is  not  stated;  but  it  was  probably  ad- 
vised for  the  purposes  of  repairs  and  the  liite.  » 
has,  however,  been  ihentioned,  that  as  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  an  officer*  acting  under  the 
President,  has,  in  a  report  now  before  the  House, 
said  much  in  behalf  of  ships  and  frigates,  it  fol- 
lo'ws  he  has  spoken  the  aentimeots  and  wishes  of 
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the  Presideot.  Sach  -u  codoIusiod  wonid  not  be 
amiioftted  from  the  prcnMs^s  under  any  circam- 
ttanees,  and  certainly  not  in  the  present  case, 
wheait  is  recollected  that  the  report  is  simply 
an  answer,  to  qoeries  proposed  to  the  Department 
by  a  committee  of  this  Hocrse — qaeries  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  answer  according  to 
his  knowledge  and  belier.      > 

Gentlemen  hare  also  endeavored  to  fortify 
their  argaraenu  by  stating  that  Mr.  Jefferson  in 
the  year  1792,  while  Secretary  (Jf  State,  advo- 
cated a  naval  defence  in  a  celebrated  report  made 
to  Congress.  And  here' permit  me  to  iremark, 
that  so  far  from  that  report  authorizing  the  in- 
ference which  has  been  drawn,  it  aflbrds  strong 
eridence  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  considered  a  navy 
neither  competent  to  the  protection  of  commerce, 
nor  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  What  was 
the  object  of  that  report,  and  what  were  the  cir- 
eamstances'' which  produced  it?  « The  House  of 
Representatiyes^caljed  on  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  report  to  Congress  the  nature  aiid  extent  of 
1  the  restrictions  which  wer^  imposed  by  forjeign 
nations  on  the  oommetce  of  the  United  States, 
I  and  the  measures  which  he  should  think  proper 
I  to  be  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  commerce 
and  navigation.  If  the  Secretary  of  Staftethouffht 
a  naval  force  proper, for  that  purpose,  it  was  bis 
doty  to  recommend  it,  and  he  would  unquestion- 
ably have  done  so.  If,  on  the  contrary^  it  is  not 
t  enumerated  amoi»g  the  n^easui'es  advised,  the  in- 
I  ferenee  in  relation  to  his  opinion  on  the  subject  is 
t  clear  and  conclusive.  >The  report  is  of  coopider- 
I  able  length,  and  I  will  not  read  it  to  the  Hou!>e. 
I  It  is  safficientfor  my  argument  to  remark  that  it 
I  details  the  restrictions  and  vexations  to  which  the 
eommerce-of  the  Unitnd  States  was  subjected  by 
I  foreign  nations;  enforces  the  necessity  of  seeur- 
iog  the  carriage  of  ouf  coolmodities  to  mirlcef  in 
our  own  vessek  and  points  ouj  the  appropriate 
means  for  effecting  that  ebject.  Without  repeat- 
ing the  particular  modes  of  retaliation  wbich  he 
proposed,  it  ia  only  necessarylo  say  that  a  naval 
foiice  constituted  j^o  part  of  his  system,  and  is 
not  even  i9entioned.  Now,  sir,  if  any  further, 
evidence  be  required  as. to  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  in  relation  to  the  policy  of  a  tiaval  es- 
tablishment, it  tnay  be  found  ia  the  history  of 
the  eight  years  doring^which  be  presided  over 
the  national  concerns.  It  shotiid  be  remembered 
that  during  a  conatderable  part  of  that  terra  there 
was  regularly  an  annual  surplus  of  revenue^  «nd 
his  duty  demanded  that  he  should  recommend 
irom  time  le  time  the  ofcgects  on  which  the  wel- 
iare  of  the  nation  required  its  expt^nditure.-  In 
the  whole  course  of  those  prosperous  years,  when 
loans  and  taxes  were  never  heard  of.  did  he  ever 
tdvise  aa  increase  of  the  Navy,  this  ^moetap^ 
inropriate,  adequate,  and  cheap  defbnce  V^  .  tfy, 
tir,  never.  He  did  recommend  the  bi^ilding  of 
gunboats  for  the'proteoth>a  of  our  ports  and  har- 
bors; and  the  experience  of  other  nations  has 
proved  that  they  are  better  calculated  for  that 
object  than  aay%  naval  force  whatsoever.  But 
we  are  told  that  the  views  which  some  of  us 
entertain  oa  this  subject,  are  tBe  reauii  of  preju- 


dice. What,  permit  me  to  inquire,  have  been  the 
eSects.<of  this  prejudice?  It  has  exempted  4he 
nation  from  a  participation  in  the  ruinous  wars 
of  Europe,  to  which,  if  in- possession  of  afleet, 
we  shotild  have  long  since  have  beeb  a  party  ft 
has  reduced  the  public  debt  from  eighty>>thVee 
milUofis  of  dollars  to  fess  than  thirty-four,  and  in 
6o  much  diminished*  the  public  burdens—^  debt 
which  had  been  increased  by  the  profuse  expend- 
itures of  ibrmer  Administrations.  The  people 
have  rapidly  advanced  in  wealth;  they  have  en- 
joyed the  fruits  pf  their  honest  industry,  and  they 
have  been  happy.  The  whole"  country  haspre- 
Muted  a  scene  of  contentment  and  prosperity 
which  is  unex&mpled  in  the  world ;  and,  if  such 
are  the  glorious  consequences  of  '*  prejudice,"  I 
acknowledge  its  influence,  aiid  will  not  consent 
to  abandon,  it.  That  we  are  now  beset  with 
troubles  and  embarrassments,  no  man  will  deny ; 
Bor  can  it  be  beljeved  that  they  could  have  been 
diverted,  or  would  now  be  removed,  by  the  pro- 
posed naval  forc^. 

fingland  captures-  our  veftels  sailing  to  the 
Continent,  and  condtemns  tbem  under  her  Orders 
in  Council.  Our  other  bosses  have  resulted  prin- 
cipally* from  confiscations  undjer  mdnicipal  regu- 
lations. Now,  I  would  ask,  of  what  avail  would 
be  atiy  naval  foro^  which  the  resources,  of  this 
country  could  furnish,  in  remedying  these  evils? 
There  is  act  an  -intelligent  merchant  in  the  na- 
tion who  would  accept  a  convoy  to  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe;  he  would  prefer  the  chance  x>f 
escaping  the  British  oruiifers  by  his  own  exer- 
tions and  enterprise.'  And  if  England  ^^ith  her 
thousaiid  iihips  has  failed  to  bceak  down  (he  con- 
tin^tai  ayatem,  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  a^few 
American  fri^tee  would  frighten  Napoleon  ant 
of  hia  purpd^s.  Indefe^  rt  is  difficult  to  conceiv* 
how  ships-  can  afford  protection  to  property  after 
it  is  laaded  within  his  dominions.  Ott  the  high 
seas  the  navy  of  England,  unrivalled  as  it  is,  has 
not  been  able  to  protect. her  cotidimeree'  ftqm  the 
depredations  of  French  privateers,  nor  will  it 
from  ours  if  we  shall'  be  togaged  in  war  with 
her.  Did  not  the  gentleman  from  Bouth  CsfO- 
liiia,  f  Mr^  Chbves,)  whose  dittiaguished  talents 
have  been  axerted  in  behalf  of  the  present  bill, 
declare  to  the  Hotose  that  Ei^glai^  is  weakest  on 
the  ocean;  that  she  could  not  4>rotect  her  com- 
merce ;  and  shaH  the  United  States  erpect  to  ac-  . 
complish  an  object  by  a  few  ships  irhich  hun- 
dreds have  been  found  inconipeteot  to  aftain? 
Unqcteationahly  if  .thrnav]r  of  England  is  in'c6m- 
petent  to  the  prolecUon  of  her  commerce ;  if^ 
after  baring  expended  millions  -and  hundred*  of 
millions  on'  her  ■  aval  establishment  she  is  still 
weakest  qn  the' ocean,  We ^rft  fbrmshed  with  an 
insuperable  argument  agiunat  the  proposed  meas- 
ure. Referepce  has  been  made  to  the  events  of 
1798,  and  gentlemen,  aware  that  the  people  of 
the  United  -States  condemned  the  project  of  a 
navy  at  that  time,  say  it  may  have  been  wrong 
<ften  and  right  now.  I- can  readily  perceive  how 
nhe;  reverse  of  this  proposition  might  be  true,  bitt 
the  case  as  stated  cannot  be  correct.  Whether 
we  look  at  the  resoorcaa  ^  the  country,  or  the 
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state  of  the'  world,  reasons  may  be  urged  for  a 
iiaVal  establishment  then,  which  ar^  totally  inap- 
plfca'bie  to  present  times  and  circumstances.  The 
object  was  to  oppose  the  depredations  x>r  French 
cruisers;  and  considerioff  the  small  naval  force 
of  France  f:omp^red  with  that  of  England,  the 
force  then  proposed  was'prob^ly  ad^(}uate  to 
effect  it.  But  at  present  our  resources  and  means 
cannot  furnish-  any  naval  force  b^t  whtch  -it  it  is 
admitted' will  be  inad^^ate;  andjreaUy  if  I  were 

?in  advocate  for  rthe  {Proposed  system^  I  would 
rankly  acknowledge  that  the  opposition  of  the 
Republicans  in  1798  was  wrong,  and  that  the 
then  Tujing  party  were^rigfat.  Weatetold,how- 
ey^r^  that: in  1798  the  people  also  condemned 
armies  andloan^  aiMl  taxes,  and  that  to  be' con- 
sistent,we  should  vote  again8^  them^  now<  Sir, 
the  opposition  to  armies^ >loat)i(,  and  taxes  at  that 
time^  resulted  frcHu  a  conviction  on  the  public 
mind,  not  that  they  most  be  improper  under  any, 
ctreum^tances,  but  that  they  were  then  unneces- 
sarv.  It  was  a  system  of  patronage  and  expense 
cVyidently/withoqt  a  legitimate  object,  and-  there- 
fore jystiy  cttindemped.  Thepe'  was  no  foreign' 
enemy  on  which  the  Army  could  possibly  oper- 
ate, and  it  was  obvious  that  it  could  not  have  be^ 
intended  to  defend  the  country  asfaiast  a  foreign 
fbet  How  is  the  case  now?  'The  public Isenti- 
mei>t  has  called  for  war  wfth  England,  and  an 
army,  therefore,  is  iiecedsary  to  our  defence,  and 
to  attack  the  neighboring- possessions  of  the  ene- 
my. 3ut.-  the  opposition  to  a  naval  estabUsh" 
meot  was  founded  not  on  th,e  time  nor  circum- 
staneea,' because  if  war  with  France  was  proper, 
a  navat  fofce,  beipg  adequate  to  inflict  a  d%ep 
wound  upon  her,  was'  not  without  an  object,  as 
was  the  Army ;  on  thie  *co<itrary,  the  arguments 
agaiffst  a  navy  wete  dri^wn-  from  the  natdre  \>f 
the  thing  itself,  as  when  established  being  a  per- 
manent e^il)  incompatible  with  the  peace  dad 
welfare  of  the  country.  And  I  concur  perf^Bctiy 
in  the  opinion  thtet  the  liberties  of  tnis  country 
are  more  likely  to  be  endangered  by  navies  ^hap 
armies,  although  there  is  bo  ground  to  apprehend 
a  direct^ubversion  from  either.  We  are  exemptted 
'  from  such  an  apprehension  by  the  extent  of  t^r^ 
ritory  over  which  our  population  is  scattered.;  the 
habitSy  feelings,;  and  pursuits  6f  the  people  y  the 
nature  of  our  institutions,  and  the  various  cir- 
cumstances #hich  drstinguish  the '^United  States 
from  th«  Test  of  th<9  world.  When  the  British 
possessions  to  the  North  shall  have  been  taken,  it 
is  tearcely  possible  tfiat  atnbitipn  can  find  a  pre- 
text for  raising  a  considerable  arrtxy.  If  it  be 
apparent,  as  it  will  be,  thtft  there  is  no  j^roper 
ot^ject  against  which  an  army  can  act.  the  people 
will  frown  on*  every  attempt  to  r&ise  one,  as  they 
did  in  1798.  Build  a  navy,  and  there  will  always 
be  plausible  pretexts  for  •  increastpg  it.  Your 
navy,  as  all  navies  have  done  from  their  original 
institution,  will  produce  wars,  <and  wars  will  ftw- 
nish  arguments  foriacreasing  your  navy*  That 
such  will  be  the^  course  of  events,  the  history  of 
every  naval  Powev  that  has  existed  fully  demon* 
strates.  The  West  India  islands  are  at  your 
doors,  and  4ibrd  temptations  which  with  &  nanral 


force  would  not  long  be  resisted.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  for  me' to  remark  that  colrupttoa  is  the 
only  instrument  which  cau  ever  be  successfullf 
wielded  agains;  the  liberties  ef  this  people. '  U^ 
then,  wars  produce  corruption,  and  owing 30  the 
local  situation  and  circunrstances  of  this  country, 
a  navy  is  an  instrument  better  calculated  to  cre- 
ate wars  than  an  army,  I  think  it  follows  coaclt- 
^vely  that  it  is  more  dan^ous  to  the  public  lib- 
erty*  '  That  both  are  inimical  io  peace,  was  it 
least  believ^  ty  theframers  of  the  Oonstitatioo. 
tt  is  provided  that  no  State  shall,  without  tke 
consent  of  Congress,  ^*keep  troops  or  ships  of 
war  i»  time  of  peace."  Why;  it  a  naval  force 
be  ^  perfectly  innoxious  to  the  public  liberty," 
was  this  restriction. imposed  on  the  States?  h 
no  other  view 'than  that  which  I  have  stated, 
could  such  a  restriction  h^ve  been  necessary,  or 
^ould  it  have  secured  the  assent  of  the  Sutes. 

Another  ^gument  has  been  urged"  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  which,  ii  well  founded,  would  be  con- 
elusive*  It  is,  that  the  Constitution  imperioaslf 
enjoins  on  Congress  the  providin|f  of  a  tfary. 
''  Congress  ihail  Aatepotoer  tp  provide  and  mala- 
tain  1;  navy.^  ,Such  are  the  words  of  the  Coa- 
stitotion  ;.  and  in'  order  to  show  that  so  far  from 
being  imperative  they  only  delegate- d  dtsoretioo- 
ary^iower  which  may  or  may  not  be  exercised, 
as  Congress  shall  judge  proper.  I  will  call  the  tt- 
tentiom  of  the  House  to  other  powers  granted  io 
similar  terms.  •  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
borrow,  money,  to  raise  and  support  armies,  to 
grant  inters  of  marque  and  repriaaL"  Tiow,  if 
drore*  be  an  imperative  obligation  to  provide  t 
navy  independent  iof- all  circnmstanoes  whatso- 
ever, we  are  equally  bound  to  exercise  the  other 
powers.  The  grant  in  each  case  is  certainly  the 
same,,  and  therefore  necessarily  entitled  to  the 
same  cbnstrtiction.  I^  hoWever,  the  <^onstructfoi 
for  which  some.hhve  contended  were^  correct,! 
would  nfik  the  gentlemif^n  from  Soath  Carelisi, 
(Mr..  C9BVES,)  what  becomes  of  his  favorite  pro- 
ject or*  manning  a  navy  by  withholding  commis- 
sions of  marque  and  ireprisaL  'The  gentleasfl? 
when  told  that  a  fleet  eouldnot  be  Banned  wiUi- 
out  impressment,  repUe()  that  on  the  eve  of  mv 
we  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  refuse  earn missioof 
to  privateers  ustil  a  Oompete»t  number  of  set- 
men  for  the.  naval  servicfc  was  procured.  Bat  if 
the  authority,  to  provide  a  naVy  were  imperative, 
that  to  issue  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  wooM 
be>equally  so,  and  CQaseqaedtly  they  could  not  be 
withheld.. 

We  are  told^  however,  sir,  that  a  navy  is  iadis* 
pensable  to  the  prof eptioa  of  conmerce^  and  thst 
it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  Congress  to  protect 
cotpoieice,  cost  what  it  may^  i  deny  tne'oo^ 
recti»ess  of  ^tl\er-  proposition.  Commerce  is  the 
act. of  buying  and  selling,  and  has  gain  for  io 
object.  Prosecute  it  at  an  expense  greater  than 
its  prbflu,  and  the  object  is  totaMy  lost.  An  iodi- 
wdual  engaged  in  any  species  of  trade  will  aban- 
don it  whenever  it  becomes  it  losing  bosioess,  aiwl 
a  wise  Qovernme'nt,  in  cvteading  its  proleciiag 
powers,  will  be  influenced  by  the  same  principle. 
If  Congress  anddrlakes  to.  protect  a  portioB  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


m 


HISTORY  OF  GONGKKSS. 


986 


JiimABT;  iSlft* 


NofMd  EstahHshmetii. 


H.  or  R. 


die  eoBunniiitf,  in  a  branch  of  comiaeree,  at  an 
tonual  ejpeose  greater  than  iu  profits  would  pay, 
ii  can  ooljr  b^  done  by  taking  money  from  the 
pocktts  of  othersyin  Tiolatiop  of  ihe  Coostitu- 
tioBil  io junction  tq  promote  the  g^nercU  iM^re. 
Sir,  the  objeet  of  GioTamment  ib  to  prodiote  tha. 
•eeurity  and  bappineet  o£  the  people.  In  attain* 
iog  that  obiect,  thera  are  certain  indisp^naable 
duties  which  must  be  pepforffled,  or  allegiauce 
eeases.  The  person  and  property  of  the  citizen 
whik  witbin  the  country  are,  as  a*  matter  of 
right,  entitled  to  protection  from  foreign  an<jMlo- 
nestle  Tioleace.  cost  what  it  may.'  But  ho>^  far 
protection  shall  be  affordad  without  your  juris- 
dictional limits^is  altpgetber  m  subject  of  poiiey* 
Bistional  independence  is  a  perfect  dghi,  and 
most  be  maintained  at  everv  hazard;  ForeiffB 
sammerce  is  an  imperfect  tigat,  which  cannot  be 
exercised 'without  .the  eo;iseiit'of  parties  iofde- 
peadeat  of  each  other ;  and  the  extent  to  which 
protection  should  be  afforded  always  has  been, 
lad,  from  the  nature  of  the  rights,  always  !must 
be,  a  nutter. of  calculation.  One  nation  ipay  or. 
nay  not  trade  with  another,  and  there  js  no  in- 
friagement  of  .its  ri^tsjbut  ali  attack  on  a.  per- 
fect rt^ht  is  a  viojaiion  of  the  laws  of  nature  and 
of  nations,  and  demands  the  most  proii\pt  resis^^ 
aace.  B\u  supposing  you  were  authorized  to  com- 
pel France  pr  atiy  other  nation  to  buy  yoqr  pro- 
ducts^ it  requires  no  arguments  to  prove  that  such 
an  effect  could  not  result  from  a  narai  establish^ 
meat.  • 

Permit  me  to  notice,  howeTer,a  newsyatem  of 
political  economy,  whieh  has  been  introoueed  in. 
the  course  of  the  prefent  discussion,.  We'  have 
beard  that  tiie  merchant  pays  the  reveane  wliich 
•opport8  the  Oovernment ;  that  odmrnerce  ia  tne 
aaaoal  capital  of  the  country,  amounting  to  six. 
hondred  .n^illioo^  of  dollars;  and  we  are  asked, 
''will  you  abaQden  that  capttaU"  I  bad  ^Iwayr 
beea  taoght  to  believe  that  the  revenue  was  drawn 
from  the  porseaof  the  consumers,  aod  tluit  the  act 
of  baying  «nd  selling  was  distinsnishabla  £roin 
the  article  bought  ar-sold.  The  ^ct  is,  that  the 
merchant  only  advances  the  reVeaue  or .  giyea 
IttBd  to  ^y  it,-  but  the  amooat  is  added  to  tjhe 
cost  of  his  goods  ^  and  ha  iseveattially  reimbar- 
sad  by  the  eonsumer  nflih  a  proit^  The  |>eople 
<tf  the  United  Statea  therefore,  who  coaannie  the 
goods,  pay  tha  revenue,  and  aat  the  mecebafti. 
The  capital  of  commerce  is  tha  aAi^al  atirploa. 
Koduetsof  tbecovqlry.  Which  bavenevaramoMit;- 
^  to  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  Still  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  abandon  conmecca,  because,' as  I^ave 
before  remarked,  it  ia  indispenaabia,  in  a  gre4t  de« 
^e,  to  the  prosperity  of  agricutttirev  They  are, 
indeed,  as  has  been  said  by  the,  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  MiTcotLi^,)  '*  twin  sifters,"  and 
yet  they  are  very  unlike  in  character.  Agrieul^ 
tare,  the  elder  stster,  is  contented,  fraak,  and  un- 
<Qapicious— always  making  ^tcrifices,  never  re- 
ceiving any  in  retorn.  Commerce,  the  younger 
wer,  is  ctmning,  af  aricious,'and  rapacious— 4iever 
•itiafied  unless  her  gains  are  commensurate  with 
ber  desires.  Such  are  thieir  characten  as  fur- 
Biabed  by  history.    There  is  do  inataaae  of  thet 


great  mass  of  agrichlturists  in.  any  country  be- 
coming corrupt;  while,  on  the  contcary^  States 
that  have  been  peculiarly  commercial,  hare  been 
peculiarly  corrupt.  For  an  example,  I  r^fer  gen- 
tlemen to  HolUnd,  from  whom  they  have  drawn 
argutaents.  ib  support  of  their  system  of  naval 
power. '  Th^  idea,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  I  wish  to 
convey,  is,  that  'notwithstanding  the  intimate 
connexion  which  subsists  between  agriculture  and 
commerce,  the  interest  of  the  latter  may  be  pro^ 
motedat  theexpenaseqf  the  former  Statue;  thatsu^h 
has  generally  been  t)ie  easb,  and  that  it  wilt  pirob- 
ably  continue  to  be  so  in  all  conntrias  where  co^ 
mercial  inffueace  is  extensrve.  The  magnanimity 
which  has  been  displayed  by<he  planting  and 
fanning  iaterests  of  this  country,  in  stffording  pro- 
tection po  the  commercial,  ought  not  to  be  over- 
looked. Dp'es  not  your  statute  book  fomish  conr 
cfusive  evidence  that  eommeree  has  been  fostered 
at  the  expense  of  agriculture?  The  great  body 
of  the  people  derive,  comparatively,  scarcely  ad j 
benefit  from  yoUr  system  of  di»wbacks,  discrinu- 
nating  dmies^  dec.,  and  although  it  is  probably  tha 
sotuce  .of  our  present  troubles,  it  has  not  been 
abandoned.  Tnejealousy  of  JQngknd  in  relation 
to  the  extensive  carrying  trade  of  the  United 
SuteS'Which  has  gl^wn  oat  of  that  system, ivaa 
fully  maniieated  in  the  late  treaty  negotiated  by  , 
Mr.  Moncod;  ,and  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  relin- 
quishment of  the  system  at  that  time  might  bare 
produced  an  adjustment  of  our  differences)  Bqt, 
sir,  this  is  not  enongb  ;  the  people  must  be  taxed 
to  baild  a  navy.  Twelve  seventy-fours  and 
twenty  frigatea  are  wasrted,  and,  as  we  are  told, 
will  be  competent  to  ^protect  c6itfmerce,  and  de- 
fend a.seacofst  of-two  thousand  miles.  Thev  are 
at  the  same  moinent  to  protect  your  trade  at  leaat 
as  fiir  a^  the  Qulf  Stream  ;'  defend  the  mouths  of 
the  Mississippi;  Boston,  New  York,  and  all  the  in- 
termediate ports  and  harbors*  If,  indeed,  tboee 
O^ctaeottld  be  secured  by  the  proposed  fdree,  it 
must  possess  attributes  which  have  taever  belonged 
to  aay  similar  establishment.  It  is  said  thai  Be- 
laud, with  all  her  ships  of  war,  ^'  is  weakest  on  t£a 
ooeam ;"  and  vet,  from  theiame  quarter,  we  lear« 
the  inaaloulable  ad  vaotagea  .which  are  to  be  ^de- 
rived from  a  few  frigid  and  seventy-fours..  The 
troth  as,  that  conquest  and*  oppression  were  iha 
objeots  for  which  naviea  have  been  instituted,  and 
to  such  they  have  always  been  applied.  The 
same  motives  whieh  gave  riise  to  sunding  aiiuHea 
on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  produced  the  Britiah 
navy ;  and  they  have  bath  been  used  for  the  same 
purposes.  But,  say  gentlemen^  this  is  an'  argn- 
ment  drawn  from  abuse^  and  may  be  Urged  against 
the  use  of  any  and^every  power.  I  admit  that 
thts  remark  is  in  general  correot,  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  all  powers  are  equally  liable  lo  abaae, 
nor  that  there  are  none  which  if  need  wi{l  cer- 
tainly be  abused.  For  example — the  Constitn* 
tioa  deprives  the  States  of  the  power  (o.keep^  ships 
of  war  in  time  of  peace,  while  in  the  exercise  of 
other  important  powers  thesr  are  not  restrained. 
Why  this  paHicular  restription?  The  peculiar 
liberty  of  this  power,  if  used,  to  be  abused.  1  re- 
peat, ^en,' that  navies  are  caloolatefl  to  prodnca 
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mischief,  but  that  they  neyer  hare  befni  compe- 
tent to  protect  and  perpetuate  the  commerce  of 
^uf  ifatioD.  Hollaod  was  an  extensively  com- 
mercial and  naval  Power,  and  how  was  her  comr 
merce  destroyed?  The  advocates  of  la  navy 
have  furnished  the  answer  :-<-by  the  navigation 
sjfstem  of  England.  Certain  municipal  c6inmer<- 
c^al  regulations  in  the  British  ports  ruined  the 
trade  of  Holland,  her  navy  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding.  Well,  sir,  what  is  the- inference  ? 
That' a  navy  is.  necessairy. or  adequate  to  the 
maintenanee  of  commerce  ?  Unquestionably  not. 
Improves  all  the  opppnenuto  this  bill  can  desire: 
that  commerce  is  neither  dependent  on  9Uch  pro- 
teotibn,  nor  capiible  of  being  paaintained .  by  it. 
The.bbst  support  to  tr&de  is  the  ability  of  avia- 
tion to  furnish  on  ihe  most  reasonable  teroa^  such 
articles  as  are  necessary  to  the  wants'or  conveni- 
ences of  others;  and,  as  evidence  of'ahe  fact^'I 
would  refer  tg  the  history  of  our  own  country. 
The  commerce  of  the  United  States  has  flour- 
ished beyt>nd  example  without  a  navy,  while  £ng- 
land  with  Her  great  maritime  fo^rce  has  not  been 
able  to  cbmpete  with  the  enterprise  of  our  mer- 
chants. What  is  the  condition  of  fingland^and 
what  the  state  of  .her  cotemerce?  She  is  shut 
out  &om  the  continent  of  EtTrop^j-and  from  this 
country.  Jier  therchants  are  becooiing  bankrupts ; 
her  manufacturers  in  a  situation  the  most  miser- 
able, and  the  nation  is  writhing  under  the  ponse- 
quencesof^i  systedn  produced  by  the  inordinate 
ambition  which  has  resulted  from  its  naval  supe- 
rioipity.  'And  although  a  great  naval  force  has 
been  competent  to  createsuch  wretchedness, i(  is 
foand  to  be  pe^i\sctly  inaideqaate  to  fts  relief.  Na- 
ppleon.  by  municipal  cegulat^ons,  hi^s  suspended 
ttie  commerce  of  Eit^land,  whiqh  supported  her 
navy,  but  which-her  navy  cannot  ddend  qor  pro- 
tect. It' is  true,  that,  in  conseique^ce  of  her  mari- 
time strength,  France  dare  not  send  a  ship  of  war 
to  sea ;.  but  it  is*  not  less  true,  t^t  the  continent^ 
system  has  inflicted  a  wound  upon  her  commerce 
equal  to  that  which  she  has  been  able  to  inflict 
pn  the  copa  merce  of  pthers.  And  pern^it  me  tore- 
IBark,  that  if  Bonaparte,  with  probablv  more  thai^ 
an  hundred-  ships-of^the-iine,  is  unable  to  protect 
foreign  tom merce,  it  would  appekr  difl^olt  to  con- 
ceive how!wecoi;Jd  effect: that  object  with  ten  frig*^ 
ates,  or  twelve  seventy-fours  and  twenty  frigates. 
I  conclude,'  then,  sir,  that  commerce  and  naval 
power  are  not  identified,  and  that  opposition  to  the 
one,affDrds  no  presumption  of  hostility  to  the  other. 
We  are  hmitile  to  the  prQ)»osed  navy,hecause  it  is 
iaade<|nate  to  the  object  for  which  it  is  intended, 
and  because  it  is  calcohited  to  involve  the  nation 
in  useless  and  wasteful  expenditures.  We  deduce 
from  history,  that,  while  naval  Powers  have  pos- 
sessed the  i^iiiry  and  disposition  to  annoy  the 
commerce  of  others;  they  have  not  been. able  to 
protect  and  perpetuate  their  own.  • 

But,  for  national  defence,  a  navy  is  ^Uhc  most 
appropriatej.  adequate,  and  cheap."  As'  to  its 
cneapiness,  it  is  only  necessary  to  reooark  that  the 
pay  of  a  soldier  is  fi,ve  ^loUars  per'  month,,  and 
that  of  seamen  in  the  naval  service  twelve  dollars. 
And  as  to  the  comparative  view  of  expenditarea 


on  a  navy  and  fortificationst,' which  has  been  pre- 
sented by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carohiii^ 
(Mr.  CHEvce,)  1  cannot  perceive  its  beariegoii 
the  present  question.*  If,  as  the  gentleman  seems 
to  suppose,  the  proposed  Naval  Establishment 
would  dispense  with  fbrtiflcations,  the  compari- 
son would  be' applicable;  but  a  reference  to  the 
report  with  which  he  has  furnished  the  Hoote, 
will  clearly  show  that  ^uch  is  not  the  calculation. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ren^arks^  that  twelve 
sev£nty4b\]T8and  twenty  frigates  "would  be  com- 
pelf|t,'" — "unitiuff,  occasionally,  ia  operatioai 
with  gunboats  already  built,  if  eqiripped  and 
brought  into  service,  and  our  fortifications"  ^*u> 
afford  complete  proitection  toour  harbors*"  Tbas  it 
appeaBs,.that  gunboats  and  fortifications,  both  of 
which  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  has 
excluded  from  the  cost  of  defence,  are  to  be  coa« 
sidered  a  part  -of  the  estimate.  The  whole  of 
this  "cheap  defence"  wodld  cost  for  building  and 
one  year's  service  (leaving  out  of  view  the  snmi 
already  expended)  more  than  the  whole  amoaot 
of  our  revenue  in  the  most  prosperous  years,  and 
faV  more  than,  that  which  it  is  prdbable  will  be 
-incurred  in  amy  short  period.  Bot  suppose  this 
fleet  were  b^uiit  and  equipped,  would  it  afford 
complete  protection  to  our  harbors?  No,  sir. 
Did  not.  the  gentleman  from  South  CaroliBi, 
(Mr.  Low^DBs;)  one  of  the  advocates  of  a  narjr, 
declare  to  the  House,  that  one  British  seventy- 
four  could  block  upihe  harbor  of  New  Yorkjin 
defiance  of  your  existing  Naval  Establishment t 
And  iret  we  are  told  by  other  advocates  that  one 
American  vessel  of  the  same  rate  will  be  equal 
to  three  of  Elogland.  (iet  us  examine  the  reason- 
ing .onf  which  this  la^er  position  is  foqnded.  It 
is  assumed  as 'a  fact,  from- which,  very  forcible 
conclusions  have-  been  drawn,  tliat  our  navy  is 
not  to  be  separated,  while  at  th^  sanoe  time  it  is 
to  defend' our  extetf^ive  seacoast^  and  that  the 
enemy  is  to  be  attacked  '^  in  detail,  when  his  ves- 
sels may  be  atatterej."  How  a  few  ships  are  to 
defend  an  extent  of  fifteen  hnndred  or  two  thoo- 
santl  miles,  and  always. to  bckept^dgeiher,  ii  b^ 
yofd  my  limited*  comprehension ;  nor  do  I  pe^ 
ceive  why  tha  vesseb  of  the  enemy 'should  be 
soat^red.  It  does,'ind^,  appear  to  me  thatlbe 
reverse  of  these  propositiims  will  be  found  trn^* 
If  the  proposed  force  is  intended  to  defend  oor 
nun^erpus  poirts  and  harbors,  it  must  n^essarilj 
he  divided  and  apportioned  among  them^  othe^ 
wise,  it  will  not  be  applied  to  the  aOntemphited 
objects.  * 

.  The  assailing  force  has  hot  one  object  to  attiia, 
and  that  is,  to  attack' the^  most  V4i}nerable  poJao. 
While  our  vessels,  therefore,  must  be  scattered, 
from'  the  necessity  .of  the  case,  and  contiamtty 
liable  to  be  attacked  by  a  superior  force,  the 
enemy  will  separate,  or  not,  as  inducements  niaf 
present  themselves.  But  the  American  yes«^ 
say  gentlemen,  will  have  the  advantage  of  find- 
ing  refuge  and  security,  when  attacked  by  «upe- 
rior^force,  in  our  ports^  What,  sir!  teach  yoor 
commanders  the  art  of  rvnnlng,  and  at  the  same 
time  rely  on  them  fot  the  defence  of  the  conntrv? 
It  is  an  art  which  I  am  persuaded  will  not  he 
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leanit  hj  a  Rodgerv  or  Decttnr,  and  I  am  up wil- 
liagto  plaee  them  in  a  situatioa  wbere-they  must 
neeesvahlf  •euoouoter  a  foroa  so  mueh  greater 
than  aDy  we  can  furnish,  as  to. render  .d^teatio- 
ericable.  As  to  any  adTaotage  which,  is  expected 
from  ^oor  superior  knowledge  of  the  shoais  with 
which  our  seaooast  abound,"  in  the  ''fogs  to 
which  it  jspecnltarly  subiect/'  I  will  only  remark, 
that  the  best  charts  of  the- coast  which  are^ised 
by  oar  mariners  are  of  British  odanufacture.  And 
as  to  the  idea  which  baa  been  expressed,  that 
Sagland  cannot  ^end  a  naral  force  to  the  Ameri- 
can station  superior  to  that  which  it  is.  proposed 
to  create,  I  really  canoot  discover  the  source 
from  which  such  Vh  extraordinary  conclusion  is 
drawn.  Eng^land  has  in  commission  at  ihis  mo- 
ment near  eight  hundred  vessels,  of. which-  one 
hnndred  and  sixty  are  ships-of-tb.e-line.  Of  the 
latter,  she  has  also  in  ordinary  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred, and  supposing  she  eodia  not  spare  a  compe- 
tent force  from  her  existing  establishment,  what 
if  to  hiiuier  her  from  nooning'  and  equipping 
ifty  ships-of-the-line  for  the  purpose  of  destroy- 
ing the  ni^Ty  of  the  United  States?  She 'has 
one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  seamen  in  her 
merchant  vessel?,  whpse..  serf  ices  abe  commands 
bf  impressmept  ^whenever  they  are  wanted  for 
Daval'operations;  and,  in  fad, -she  has'nothing  to 
do  hot  to  will  the  destruction  of-  your  twelve 
seventy-fours  and  twenty  frigates, -and  they  are 
destroyed.  In  thus  acknowledging, our  inferiority 
to  Qreat  Britain  on  the  Ocean,  it  may  be  added 
that  every  other  nation  is  in  ^he  same  situation, 
and  that  we  haveit  in  our  povi^^  to  retaliate  on, 
aadforthe  injuries  we  have  suffered.  Sir,  the 
people  of  this  country  will  not  believe  that  their 
safety  dependi  on*  ships  of  war.  Their  vicliie, 
strnigth,  and  patriotisms  are  the  foundation  of 
oatiottal  security,  and  while  those  attributes  re^ 
main  uninopaired^  there  isnothtng  to  fear  from 
foreign  or  domestic  enemies. 

I  MiVe  so  far,  Mr.  Speaker,  considered  princi- 
pally the  efficiency  of  a  Naval  Bstablishnient,  on 
the  supposition  that  our  resources  ahd'fonp  of 
government  would  enable  us  to  support  it.  .1  will 
DOW  endeavor  to  show  that  in  this  country  the 
manning  of"  a  navy  to  any  considerable  extent 
coiU  not  he  effected  without  resorting,  in  viola- 
tioi  of  the  CoostitQtion,  to  cha  odious  praettoe  of 
impressment.  €katlemen  are  certainly  mistaken 
m  tepposiog  that  a  navy  could  be  mann^  here 
•s  eheap  as  in  Bpglana.  Her  seamen  are  paid 
thirty  shillings  a  month,  ours  twelve  dollar^  and 
frequently  tnore.-  She  compels  theln  to  engage 
tod.  serve  fot  that  sum — we  rely  on  ifoiuntary  en- 
gagements. The  ordinary  pay^  of  -seamen  in  our 
merchant  service  is  thirty  dollars  per  month )  and 
1  would  appeal  lo  the  common  observarion  of 
tay  manto  determine,  whether  it  is  probable  they- 
would  relinqitish  that  service  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving,  only  twelve,  dollars.  We  find -^ other 
Dttions  incapable  of  manning  their  navies  except 
bv  force— France  by  maritime  conscription,  and 
fingland  by  impressment.  And,  sir,  if  countries 
ovwfiowing  with  population,  (a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  which  iawithoat  a  suffioiency  of  the 


necessaries  of  life.)  cannot  obtain  men  for  their 
naval  service,  without  l-esorting  to  the  most  cruel 
vioknce,  it  should  ntft  be  pre>umed  that  the  Uni- 
ted States,  abounding  in  the  comforts  of  life  to  a 
greater  extent  than  in  population,  wopld  he  more 
successful.  The  fallacy  of  the  opinion  that  dur- 
ing war  the  pay  in  the  merchant  service  would 
be- 80  much  lower  than  in  times  of  peace,  as  to 
enable  the  Government  to  obtain  seamen  at  a 
reasonable  priee.  Is  fully  proved  by  the  experience 
of  1798.  During  the  quasi'  war  with  France^  the 
pay.ip  merchant  vessels  was  from  twenty-six  to 
tiiirty  dollars;  and  I  presume  k  will  not  be  con- 
tended that  the  resources  of  the  coiintty  would 
be  fonipetent.  at  that  rate  to  maintain  a  Naval 
Establishment,  .  •         ■ 

'  'It  has  b^en  proposed,  however,  to  obviate  this 
difficulty,  by  withholding  commissions  from  pri- 
vateers. The  seamen  are  thus  tp'be'thrown  out 
of  employment,  that  they  tnay  the  more  readily 
en^ge  in  the  naval  service.  The  effect  of  this 
project  wovild  be.  nearly  the  same' as  that  of  im** 
pre^smeat-^in  the  one  ca^e  force  wpuld  be  ap- 
plied indirectly,  apd  in  the  other  directly.  I  see 
no  difference,  as  it  respects  the  citizeo,  whether 
h^  is  forced  into  (compliance  by  starvation  or  im- 
pressment. And  if  ^his  system  is  to  be  adopted 
in  relation  to  the  Nayy,  it  wocdd  be  well  to  elctend 
it  to  th^  Ariny  also.  A  law. has  passed  author- 
izing the.  raising  of  twenty-fijre  thousand  men ; 
and  jt  is  feared  that,  according  tq  the  Constitu- 
tronal  mode  of  enlistment  ,a  longev  time  will  be 
required  to  collect  that  number  ihan.  h  desirable. 
Now,,  if  a  navy  can  he  raaniied  by  a  Legislative 
act  w|iich  is  intended  to  deprive  the  seamen  of 
their,  means  of  sobsiitence^  why  not  devise  a  ^lan 
for  starving  some  other  portions  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  in  that  way  £11  up*  the  ranks  of  your 
Army  ?  The  one  WdM  be  as  just  as  the  other, 
and  both  would  be  equalljr  efficacious.  But  there 
is  a  Constitutional  provision  which  would  render 
the  proposed  system  wholly  nugatory.  The 
State»are  prohibited  from  keeping  ships  of  war 
in  time  6f  peace  only. '  It  is  obvious,  therefore, 
.that  if  the  (jkneral  Government  attempt  io  force 
the  seamen  belonging  to'  any  State  into  their 
naval  service,  by  refusing  commissioils  to  priya- 
teers,  such  States^  by  issuing  commissions,  may 
completely  defeat  yo'^r  object. 

Thus,  sir,  ifgentlemen  are  determined  to  make 
the  United  States,  a  naval  Power.,,  they  must  re- 
sort to  the  same  oppressive  measures,  which  other 
coufttries  have  adopted— measures  to  which,  I  as- 
sert, the  freemen  of  this  country  will  ttever.sub- 
mit.  The  gentleman/from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
CesvEa)' abhors  impressment,  but  at  the  same  time 
contends  that  Congress  basCoouitutional  aif  thoi^ 
ity  to  coo^mand  the  services  of  the  citizens  when 
and  where  they  think  proper^  It  appears  to  me  that 
if  an  individual  is  dragged  from  bis  home  against 
his  will,  and  committed  to  the  ocean,  it  cannot 
be  material  by  what  name  you  designate  the  act. 
To  convey  forcibly  a  freeman  without  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  who  had  violated  no  law, 
committed  no  crime,  is  an  exercise  of  sovereignty 
which  I  verily  i)elieve  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
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talioQ  never  thoqgbc  of  delega(iD^*  l^  wkat 
terms  .is  this  extraordinary  power  g[railted? 
^^  CoDi^ress  shall  have  .power  to  provide  and 
malDtaia  a  Navy."  ^  From  this  ezpressioD  aloae, 
gentlemen,  for  the  drst  time  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution — for  until  no^  the  doctrine 
was  never  heard  of-^have  considered  the  pow^r 
implied  which  places  the  liberties  of  this  people 
completely  at  the  mercy  of  the  Gfen^fal  Govern- 
ment. If  such  an  authority  as  this. can  he  drawn 
by  impli<!ation,  all  fthe  restrictiona  contained  in 
the  Constitution  are  aagatary«  ^'  Congress  >|iaU 
have  power  to  borrow  money^"  ^'  ^^^  M^ 
sitnikir  grant  of  power ;  and  indubitably  \iy  under 
the  authority  to  provide  a  Navy,yoja  caa«  deprive 
the  citizen  of  hw  liberiy^,  it  follows^  that  under 
authority  td  borrow^  you  may  force  him  to  fend 
his  money.  So,  und^.  ehe  power  ^'  to  raise  «nd 
support  armies,"  you  may  compel  enlistment^; 
and  thus  your  authority  over  Uie  persons  -and 
purses  of  the  people  becomes  unlimited.  S^r/ 
•such  a  doctrine)  I  am  persuadejl^  will  sever  oe 
sanctioned  |>y  this  Hoase^  «       • 

Mr.  B.  said,  his  indisposition  would  not  per- 
mit him  to  say  more  upon  the  subj^t.  He  coo-, 
sidered  \i  impracticable<  to  carry  ioto  effect  the 
proposed  system,  without  subverting  the  fouuf 
dations  df  the  Constitution ;  SKtid  he  would  not 
consent  to  destroy  the  temple  of  liberty  for  the 
purpose  of  buHdiiig  on  iis  ruins  a  Naval  Elstab- 
lishj&ent.  ^    . 

Blr.  Nblsom  said^  he  would  make  a  few  re- 
marks on  this  qoestion,  as  this  w;gis  the  first  op-* 
portu&rty  which  he  hadTouad  of  offeriog  his«efti- 
timents  on  a  subject,  considered,  on  all. hands,  ai^ 
of  the  first  importance  te  the  country.  Jtwas 
not  for  hi^  own  gratification  that  |ie  should  tree- 
pass  on  the  patience  of  the  Hotise;  liot*^cause 
ne.feared  to  send  out  his  vote  uaaceoilipaaied  by 
a^  speech^  not  because >  those  who  in  any.  way 
fjivor  th^  Naval  Bitablishme&tare  charj^ed  with 
anti-republican  principles.  Oonsideratioos  of  this 
kind  he  disregarded.  It  was  true  that  he,  like 
ev^ry  other  lUpubUc^n  in  this  House,  was  alive 
to  jthe  dangers  to  which  the  liberties  of  the  ooun-' 
try  might  be  exposed  Yrom  large  navy  or  army 
est^tblishments.  But  he  had  no  fears  from  any 
laval  establishment  at  present  jiroposedy  nor  from 
the  expense  to  be  incurred,  in  carrying  it,ini;o 
effect.  Nor  had  Many  fears  from  an  additional 
army  of  twenty-fiive  thousand  men,.«o  iong.as^a 
spirit  of  repubH^nism  and  »love  of  liberty  pre- 
dominates- in  this  «ountry$but  if,  by  indulging 
in  luxnry,  and  giving  way  to  a  corruption  of 
manner^,  the  pure  fountain  of  republicaiiism 
should  hereafter  becsjne  polluted,  then  we  might 
have  ^me  grouhd  to  fear  the' effects  of  a  stand- 
ing ar-my  of  evea  twenty-five  thousand  men, 
drawn  round  sopie  am4)iti6us  military  chief,  who 
miffht  turn  them  against- the  Governments 

Economy,  said  Mr.  N.^  is  the  life  aird  heart'  of 
every  r^publiean  GU)vemment.  I^  was.  a  deyia* 
tionirom  this  principle  which  destroyed  a  former 
Administration  (Mr.  Adams's)  and  brought  into 
existence  the  present  republioaa  Gh^vemment. 
So  long  as  he  felt  those  attachments  to  repobii- 


cainism,  which  he  drew  in  with  his  first  breath, 
so  long,  would  be  lift  up  hisJiand  i^inst  the  iot- 
providept^expenditufe  of  poblie  money,  and  eiH 
deavor  ;lo  ke^sp  ihe  Government  within  thoM 
rules  of  economy  which  brought  it  into  existence. 
But,  thouffh  he  was  an  adroeata  for  economy,  he 
was  not  for  withholding  appropriatioas  for  any 
ez|)endiiure  which  he  believed  neecssary  fbr  the 
public  safaiy  ;  nor  would  the  people  of  this  eoaa- 
try  ever  disapprove  expenditures  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  N.  was  weU  aware  tiiat;  at  the  time  the 
Republiedn  Administration  eame  into  power, 
thehs  had .  been  great  complaints  against  the 
waifteful  expenditure  of  public  moaep  for  haviag 
rtiaed  An  army  and  increased  ^(he  JJavy  without 
necessity;  for  Jiaving  eonstttured  a  long  list  of 
offices  mineeesbkry  for  the  due  adrainiatrauaB  of 
justice,  and  forhaving,  in  many  things,  departed 
frbm  the  true  prinet|3e8  of  r^publioan  ecoaomy* 

but,  jn  all  the  eomplaiDts  which  were  made 
against  the '  extravagance  of  that  day,  Mr.  li 
never  he^rd  it  denied  t^t  a  moderate  naval  feree 
was  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  coasts  lad 
liarl)ors  of  tto  country.  And  he  did  not  mean 
to  advocate  the  building  of  a  navy  which  should 
be  Able  to  meet  the  navy  of  Ckeat  Britain  on  the 
oceaq.  He  wished  for  sucb  a  one. only  as  would 
protect  oufebmmfrce<in  our  own  «valert,and  be 
able  .to  drive  off  any  vessel  of  vrar  whicn  should 
come  upon  our  coast  for  tiie  purpose  of  annoying 
and  difiltessing  us.  \ 

He  would  forbear  to  make  any  insinnatioBS 
which'  might  be  oa)cuhUed  to  wo^nd  the  i^eliojgs 
of  any  gentleman  ;  but  he  •thought,  when  ro  liib* 
.eral  a  land  foT6e  had  been  granted,  some  atttfi- 
tion  ottgh't  to  be  psid  to  the  wishes  of  g^tleiQeo 
who  deemed  a  smaii  inc.rease  of  our-  Nnvy  as  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  our  prptection.  What  was 
our  object  in  raising  an'  army  of  tweoty-fiie 
thousand  men?  ^  Was  it  not  to  obtain  redfessisr 
injuries  committed  on  our  maritime  alld-comme^ 
cial  rights  ?  Were  theinjur  ietf  committed  oa  the 
land?  .Certainly  they  were  not.  Will  tfaecap' 
•tor^  of  Caondft  compel  Great  Briuain  to  respeet 
ottjr  commcreial  rights  in  future  I.  •  He  didihot 
believe  it  would.  Canada  was  not  o£  much  use 
to  Gkeat  Bfitain,  nor  vrould  it  be  of  much  heaeat 
to'tts,  -It  ia  possible,  however,  the  appreheotion 
of  losing  Canada  aury  influence  €ke«t  Britata  to 
repeal  or  modify  hecXMers  in  Oounnil'}  if  so.  it 
will  be  very  well ;  but  if  we  proceed  to  take  that 
countr]^  sheivill  not  surrefider  that' which  sbe 
eajoye  without  restraint  Tor  the  reetoration  of  a 
barren  rock^ for,  according  to  Ifis  id^^  Caoada 
was  of  no  advantage  to  Great  Britato  bot  as  a 
foad  and  harbor  for  her  vessels. 
' .  Mr.  N,  said  it  vvas  unnecessary  jto  prove  that 
this  country  had  iust  cause,  ef  war«g^st  Great 
Britain  ^  this  had.  been  ackupwledged  hy  tbeii 
own  Minister,  <  in  his  oorreappndeace  with  oar 
Secretary  of' S"tate.-  The 'conduct  of  fhis  ^^' 
ernment  has  been  atriistly  impartial  to  both  the 
belligerents;  none  but  a  madman  would  insinuate 
the  contrary.  The  same  terms  had  been  offered  to 
both  nations,  and,  if  one  accepted,  and  the^ther 
Rejected  thefeu,  tliey  had  each  their  own  cheie^* 
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Both  balli|ereat8.  Mr.  N.  said,  hav.e  disregarded 
our  neatral  rights ;  oare  not  considered  what  was 
doe  to  us  as  a  neatral ;  but  rather  how  much  in- 
jury aad  iojustice  a  neutral  country  would  sub- 
mit to.  Whence  has  this  proceeded  t  From  our 
own  acquiescence.  Because  we  did  not  resist 
the  first  aggression,  but  acquiesced  until  Accumu- 
lated injuries  bf  both  natioik^  overwhelmed  us 
with  violence.  But  we  have,  at  length,  deter- 
mioed  cnanfuliy  to  rise  and  maintain  our  rights, 
not  by  bulletins  and  resolutions,  not  by  appearing 
odIt  to  take  war  n^easures,  hot  in  a  manner  that 
sliall  convince  our  enemy,  and  the  world,  that  we 
are  in  earnest. 

But,  will  it  be  sufficient  to  iraise  a  land  force  to 
ffo  against  the  British  pcovinces?  Suppose,  Mr. 
N.  said,  we  get  possession  of  the  two  Canadas. 
New  Brunswick  and  Halifax,  shall  we  have  ob^ 
laioed  the  objects  for  which  we.  take  up  arms? 
Certainly  not»  It  will  be  necessary,  therefore, 
that  we  should  make  every  exertion  to  raise  a 
force  with  which  to  protect  and  enforce  our  mari- 
time rights^ 

If  the  resources  of  the  United  States  were  com- 
petent to  the  object,  he  would  say,  establish  soch 
a  Navy  as  shall  be  able  to  cope  with  the  Bri^sh 
fleet  at  sea;  but  he  knew  this  was  not  praetica- 
bif ;  but  we  ought  to  do  as  touch  as  we'  are  able 
to  do;  we  ought  to  put  our  Navy  on  the  best  foot- 
ing, as  it  is  on-  the  water  that  our  rights  are  as- 
lailed.  But  he  did  not  wish  to  extend  his  views 
farther  at  present,  than  a  sufficient  force  to  clear 
our  coasts  of  pirates  and  picaroons,  to  protect  our 
poru  and  harboie,  our  coasting  and  our  West 
India  trade. 

Mr.N.  thought  it  necessary  to  make  this  effort, 
io  order  to  convince  the  nations  of  Europe  that 
the  representations  hefetofore  tnrade  of  this  coon- 
try,  were  erroneous;  to  show  them  that  we  are 
cooipeteht  t»  make  exertions  for  the  defence  of 
our  national  .rights^  and  willing  to  do  so  when- 
ever necessary^  His  did  not  wish  this  nation  to 
be  considered  as  a  great  naval  and  military  na< 
tioB ;  but  be  wished  the  world  to  know,  that  we 
ire  at  all  times  able  and  willing  to  maintain  oar 
righu  whenever  they  are  assailed ;  when  we  shall 
have  established  this- character,  said  Mr.  N.,  our 
righu  will  be  respected. 

Is  coflamesae  of  no  avail  to  this  couatry"? 
What  is  it  that  gives  a  spring  to  your  agricul- 
tare  ?  It  b  eommerce,  What  i^  it  that  fills  your 
Trsasury?  Oommeree.  What  paid  your  na- 
tional debt?  Commerce.  What  was  it  which 
procured  a  sale  f6r  your  siirpifis  produce?  It  i^ 
foreign  comnierce.  If  it  produce  all  these  bene- 
fits to  the  country,  is  it  not,  then,  worth  protec- 
tion?   r 

Commerce,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  ia  ne- 
cessary for  this  country.  In  a  manufaeturioff 
coQtttry,  a  nation  may,  perhaps,  dtspenae  with 
commerce ;  but  kere,  where  we  have  no  manu- 
factures of  any  consequence ;  where  agriculture 
is  our  chief  interest,  we  could  not  exist  without 
a  commerce  to  find  a  market  for  the  produce  of 
oor  lands.  But  gentlemen  say,  our  imposts  are 
disguised  taxea,  which  are  antirepublicaB.  He 
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did  not  think  sol  The  people,  Mr.  N.  said,  under- 
stand the  nature  of  an  impost  duty  as  well  as  we 
do.  They  know  it  is  a  duty  laid  on  imported 
articles,  which,  if  they  pnrchase,  they  ]ky ;  but 
they  are  at  liberty  to  purchase  them  or  nT)t.  But 
no  man  can  avoid  paying  a  direct  tax,  and  if  yon 
have  not  the  money  to  pay,  your  property  will  be 
sold  to  produce  it. 

|dr.  N.  said,  an  idea  had  suggested  itself  to 
him,  which  he  would  submit  to  the  Committee. 
We  have  tried  ^he  restrictive  system  in  order  to 
protect  our  commerce,  and  found  it  ineffectual, 
and  are  about  to  resort  to  another  coprse.  The 
expenses  of  the  war  will  have  to  be  provided  for 
by  loans,  and  it  is  proposed  to  resort  to  direct 
taxes  in  order  to  enable  us  to  pay  the  interest  of 
these  loans.  To  prevent  the  necessity  of  havinff 
•recourse  to  this  mode  of  taxation^  which  would 
prove  very  oppressive  to  the  people  in  $ome  parts 
of  the  country,  he  would  propose  a  repeal  ol  the 
non-importation  law,  and  by  this  means,  we 
should  not  only  get  the  goods  wanting  for  our 
trade  with  the  Indians,  but  dritw  money  into  our 
Treasury  from  impost  ((uty ;  and  if  we  had  re- 
course to  war,  he  saw  no  necessity  for  keeping 
this  law  in  force.       *      ' 

Whence  has  arisen  the  opinion,  at  this  time, 
Mr.  N.  said,  that  (o  extend  our  Navy  wduld  be 
attended  with  bad  consequences— that  it  would 
be  anti-republican  ?  Can  it  have  been  the  caba- 
listic elOfect  produced  by  the  report  of  Jhe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury?  Or  from  what  other 
cause  ?  None  of  these  apprehensions  were  enter- 
tained when  the  army  bill  was  before  the  House, 
and  he  thought  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  an  army  was  infinitely  greater  than  from  a 
Navy  Establishment.  Mr.  N.  concliuled  with 
some  further  observations  in  favor  of  building  the 
ten  frigates  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  against 
striking  Q^t  the  section. 

Mr.  BoRWELL  m99!#d  to  postpone  the  subject 
until  the  4th  of  February.  As  the  decision  of 
this  question  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  prepara- 
tory measures  for  war,  he  supposed  no  inconve- 
nience would  be  experienced  from  this  postpone- 
ment. As  there  were,  no  doubt,  many  gentlemen 
who  still  wished  to  be  heard  on  this  subject,  they 
wou^d  have  time  to  prepare  themselves ;  for,  as  ' 
this  debate  had  continued  little  more  than  three 
weeks,  they  could  scarcely  be  expected  now  to 
be  prepared;  besides,  their  arguments  would  then 
be  new;  whereas,  if  they  were  now  delivered, 
they  would  appear  a  mere  repetition.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  indulge  him  in  this  motion,  as 
this  subject  swallowed  up  every  other.  There- 
are  a  number  of  impopunt  bills  before  the  House. 
Our  table  is  loaded  with  business,  and  if  the  course 
which  he  proposed  was  not  taken,  after  a  session 
of  six  or  eight  months,  Congress  would  adjourn 
without  having  done  the  businest  for  which  they 
met.  Besides,  he  was  something  like  the  Eng- 
lish priest,  who,  having  expressed  a  fondness  for 
partridges,  was  served  wijin  them  until  he  was 
almost  surfeited.  He  began  to  want  a  change  of 
fare.  He  had  heard  enough  about  a  Navy;  be 
would  be  glad  of  a  little  v^uriety.     If  he  had 


Digitized  by 


Google 


996 


HISTORY  OF  CONGBESS. 


H.  OF  R. 


Naval  'EHablukmenL 


JAiniiST,  1S12. 


thoaght  tber«  were  any  chance  of  getting  the 
qaestion  in  t^n  or  twelve  days,  he  would  not  have 
made  the  motion ;  but  at  present  he  saw  no  end 
to  the  debate.  .     ' 

Some  gentlemen  appearing  witling  to  <lebate 
this  motion,  Mr.  B.  withdrew  it ;  and  after  a  few 
rematks  from  Mr.  Smilie  against  the  Navy — 

Mr.  WiDGEHY  said:— The  subject  of  the  bill 
on  the  table  had  been  so  ably  discuDsed,  that  it 
would  seem  as  if  nothing  more  could  be  said 
on  thesubjexst.    By  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Congress  are  empowered  to  build  and  sup- 
port a  navy.;   The  framers  of  the  compact,  no 
doubt,  thought  it  necessary  to  have  a  aavy,  or 
tbid  provision  would  not  have  been  made  in  the 
Constitution.    It  is  the  duty  of  .a  neutral  nation 
to  keep  peace  and  order  within  her  own  hirtsdic- 
,tlon — she  ought  to  be  able  to  compeL  obedience 
to  her  law^;  .and,  for  this  purpose,  it  is  necessary 
tohave'such  an  establishment  of  legal  powers,  as 
shall  pervade  the  utmost  limits  of  her  jorisdicMdn 
— a  government  in  whicbHhe  belligerents,  when 
they  come  within  your  harbors,  may  feel  safe, 
otherwise  they  will  be  afraid  to  come  and  trade 
with  you,  lest  they  should  get  entrapped  by  iheir 
enemy.    R  is  certainly  the  duty  of  a  neutral  Pow- 
er to  ffovern  theii^own  harbors,  as  well  on  water 
as  on  land:  for  this  purpose,  it  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  you  should  have  a  small  navy,  or  at 
least  sbme  addition  to  what  y^u  have  already 
got,  in  order  td  compel  submission  to  the  laws  and 
<>rdinances  of  your  Gk>Vernment^  anything  *^ori 
of  this  will  leave  youi*  system  iocomplete,  and  of 
ccAirse  incompetent  to  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  established.    What  are  the  extreme  limits 
of  your  jurisdiction  ?    Sir,  wert  I  to  fix  them.  I 
should  say  the  limits  on  the  Southeast  should  oe 
the  Gulf  Stream,  a  line  drawn  by  the  God  of  na- 
ture, and  one  wnidh  no  maritime  traveller  can 
mistake.    When  the  armed  ships  of  tiny  nation 
were  hovering  on  our  tfoaij,  within  that  line,  I 
would  order  mem  off  as  iimuders.    In  this  case 
I  apprehend  some  will  think  me  extravagant,  be- 
cause, by  the  law  of  nations,  the  extreme  distance 
from  land  appears  to  have  been  fixed  at  three 
miles ;  this  law  msiy  very  well  apply  to  the  Eu- 
ropean nations,  because  in  many-cases  nature  has 
80  bounded  the  ocean  as  to  compel  them  to  pass 
narrow  straits,  in  order  16  get  to  and  from  their 
own  kingdoms ;  such  are  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
the  British  Channel,  St.  George's  Channel,  the 
narrow  pass  into  the  Baltic,  and  inany  other  placed; 
three  miles  from  each  shore  would  leave  but  sca^t 
room  for  them  to  pass  with  head  winds.   This  doe- 
trine  cannot  apply  to  the  United  States;  she  has  no 
prassway  through  which  it  is  necessary  for  other  na- 
tions to  travel  with  their  ships ;  we  may  therefore 
fairly  conclude,  if  they  are  found  cruising  on  our 
coast^  within  the  Gijlf,  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  dep- 
redating on  our  commerce.    But  there  is  another 
reason  why  three  miles  frbih  land  will  not  apply 
in  this  country :— for  instance,  you  may  be  twen- 
ty miles  up  the  Delaware  or  Chesdoeake,  and  not 
tie  within  three  miles  of  the  shore.  Did  any  ration- 
al man  ever  presume  that'  a  belligerent  had  a  right, 
according  to  the  law  of  nations,  to  go  up  the  )^y^ 


and  rivers  of  a  neutral  nation,  and  lie  there  in 
wait  for  her  enemies,  who  might  be  trading  with 
the  neutral?    This,  I  presume,  will  not  ^eon- 
teipded  for ;  nor  will  I  contend  for  the  whole  of 
our  rights,  at  this  time.    I  now  come  to  the  in- 
ters within  our  own  territory.    It  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  have  a  more  efficient  navy  than  you 
now  have  to  govern  your  harbors  io'times  of  peace. 
Let  me  call  yoor  attention  to  the  insolent  answer 
of  a  British  commander,  not  long  since,  in  the 
Delaware.    When* ordered  off  by  the  eoUector, 
in  pursuance  qf  our  laws,  did  he  not  send  word 
that  h^  had  a  very  good  berth,  and  that  he  lay  vm 
well  at  his  mooring  7    This  was  in  plain  BnglisQ 
telling  the  United  States  he  would  go  when  he 
pleased.    Sir,  soon  after  the  British  armed  ships 
were  interdicted  the  waters  of  the  Untied  States 
by  the  President's  proclamation,  was  there  not  a 
more  high-liandad  violation  committed  by  the 
commander  of  a  British*  armed  vessel  in  the  port 
of  Charleston,  South  Carolina  1    Will  it  be  in 
your  power  to  prevent  the  like  insults  on  yoor 
Government,  unless  y6u  have  a  sufficient  force  to 
•pread  along  your  coast  ?    Sir,  if  we  are  lo  hare 
a  war,  one  gun  afloat^  itf  ^  good  ship,  is  worth  tea 
on.  land.    They  can  be  sent  from  place  to  plice, 
along  shore,  as  the  occasion  may  require.    Gobs 
on  shore  are  stationary ;  a  ship,  with  a  fair  wind 
and  tide,  wril  pass  the|n  nine  times  outof  teo; 
but  if  she  passes  anolher  ship,  she  may  meet  her 
again  when  she  least  expects  it.    But,  saytbe 
gentlemen,  the  English  will  hare  theoa  as  bood 
as  you  have  built  them.    Sir.  if  the  eaptaia  of 
a 'British  ship  should  see -an  American  ofeqoil 
force,  he  will  be  very  careful  not  to  crowd  sail  in 
order  to  get  himself  ittto  difficulty  7  nor  wiH  the 
American  in  that  case  be  in  a  hurry  to  get  oS. 
If  an  American*  frigat^  meets  one  more  than  her 
match,  she  can  run  from  her ;  and  it  is  well  oo- 
derstood  that  no  frigates  on  the  oeean  cap  oatsaii 
the  American  frigates.    It  is  said  they  will  ret 
and  decay ;  feo  will  your  hoases-^yet  every  bub 
wants  A  bouse  to  protslct  him  from  the  inelemen* 
oy  of  the  weather.    This  negatire  reason  will  go 
to  the  annihilation  of  the  human  species ;  aU  meft 
are  born  tadie-^'therefore^  take  no  pains  to  oorse 
and  brini^  up  our  tender  offspring.'   Surely  this 
kind  of  opposition  cannot  have  weight  with  this 
Cotbminee.    Bat  thefe  is  a aothrer  reason:  they 
are  "the  means  of  external  war  5  they  invite  ig* 
'  gressions.  and  hence  the  Daoen  lest  their  fiet^ 

*  at  Copennagen — our  sl^  wonid  share  the  same 

*  fate."  There  is  no  stmnaTity  in  the  two  eves: 
as  well  mjght  gentlemen  compare  the  ditn  taper 
of  a  damp  cell  to  the  bright  luminarr  of  Heareo. 
Copenhagen  is  on  an^ island,  surrounaed  with  nar- 
igable  water,  that  enabled  the  British  fleet  to  land 
an  army  on  one  side  and  lay  their  fleet  on  the 
other,  and  at*  the  same  time  prevent  their  getting 
a  rejnforceinent  from  the  mainland.  The  Uni- 
ted States  are  a  continent,  containing  large  rirew 
and  harbors,  in  which  her  fleets  iliay  lie  safe,  and 
from  which  assistance  cannot  be  prevented.  Bjj 
gentlemen  are  ^  candid  as  to  say  they  never  ww 
vote  anything  -to  the  sufjport  of  commerce,  « 
they  believe  it  not  for  tile  interest  t>f  our  eoufltr!' 
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Sir,  bjT  comparison  it  it  that  we  know  the  good 
from  bad,  or  the  lesser  from  the  greater  evil.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  see  whether  commerce  is  so 
detrimental,  or  of  no  use  to  the  coontry,  let  us 
looit  into  those  countries  who  have  wrapped  them- 
selves up  in  this  kind  of  inland  protection,  and 
woold  have  nothing  to  do  with  foreign  commerce; 
are  they  a  more  happy  people  than  ourselves  ? 
Are  they  not,  on  the  contrary,  the  poorest  and 
most  distressed  people  on  earth  ?  Where  you  see 
thousands  of  poor,  who  have  nothing  to  shelter 
them  from  the  weather,  and  depending  on  cold 
charity  for  their  support  ? 

Look  into  the  North;  the  Russians  seek  no 
foreign  cpmoierce  with  their  own  ships — are  they 
a  more  happy  people  than  we  are  7    On  ,the  con- 
trary, the  poor  or  common  people  in  Russia  have 
no  will  of  their  own ;  they  are  bought  and  sold 
with  the  lands,  to  which  they  are  attached,  in  the 
same  way  that  the  slaves  in  the  West  Indies  or 
the  Sooth  are  bought  and  sold ;  they  have  noth- 
ing to  live  on  but  black  bread  and  salt,  a  great  part 
of  the  year :  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  Court  is 
the  most  splendid  in  all  Europe.    Is  this  a  situa* 
tion  to  which  gentlemen  would  wish  to  see  the 
Americans  reduced  ?    I  call  on'  any  gentleman 
in  the  hall  to  show  an  instance  where  freedom 
was  ever  supported  for  any  length  of  time,  where 
commerce  was  precluded  or  did  not  flourish.    I 
think  it  will  not  be  attempted  by  the  most  stren- 
uous opposer  of  the  commerce  of  this  country. 
Where  is  this  univillineness  of  the  people  to  sup- 
port commerce  to  be  lound.?  in  what  section  of 
the  Union  ?    In  Massachusetts,  if  here  they  have 
a  regular  organized  militia  of  upwards  of  seventy 
thoosaDd,  hear  of  a  man  who  is  not  willing  to  ap- 
ply a  portion  of  the  funds  or  income  of  the  United 
States  to  the  support  of  our  commerce !    Gentle- 
men say,  take  Canada  for  the  support  of  com- 
merce ;  and  when  you  ask  them|what  we  are  to 
get  by  that,  the  answer  is,  enforce  the  restrictive 
measures.    Sir^  this  cannot  be  effected  in  a  coun- 
try like  ours ;  if  you  take  Canada,  unless  you  had 
more  naval  force  than  you  now  have,  two  British 
frigates  would  be  able  to  prevent  your  getting  in 
or  out  of  the  Sl  Lawrence;  this  will,  therefore, 
have  no  effect  in  supportiog  your  trade.    Sir, 
when  I  voted  for  the  Army,  I  did  it  in  full  ez- 
paetation  that  all  the  component  paru  of  this 
QorernmeBt  were  to  be  protected  equally,  aooord- 
iag  to  their  wants  and  necessities.    The  other 
day,  when  we  voted  for  the  Army,  we  made  no 
tomplaint  of  oar  inability  to  raise  a  much  larger 
Army  than  the  Executive  wished  tp  ask  for  5  we 
were  rich  then,  but  by  some  strange  masic,  just 
before  we  are  to  give  our  votes  on  thte  subject  of 
A  few  additional  frigates,  a  report  is  ushered  in 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    Sir,  if  you 
cannot  afford  to  go  farther,  reduce  your  Army, 
And  in  that  proportion  add  to  your  naval  force ; 
let  those  industrious  citizens  who'  inhabit  your 
maritime  towns  have  a  proportion  of  the  defence 
which  is  to  be  supported  from  their  industry. 
Gentlemen  say  the  consumer  pays  all ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  maritime  towns  have  no  more  credit 
than  the  rati  of  the  commiwity.    Thia  rale  has 


exceptions :  but  admit  it,  for  argument  sake,  and 
then  it  will  be  found  that  the  maritime  towns 
contribute  a  large  portion  of  the  money,  which 
is  paid  into  the  public  Treasury — they  risk  their 
large  capitals ;  if  you  say  they  may  insure  it,  still 
it  is  all  done  in  and  by  the  citizens  of  the  mari- 
time towns.  The  same  may  be  said,  as  to  clo- 
thing and  to  spirituous  liquors,  sugar,  and  many 
other  articles,  which  in  the  inland  towns  are  made 
among  themselves;  so  that  in  any  point  of  view, 
v^hich  gentlemen  may  please  to  take  of  the  case, 
the  maritime  towns  are  entitled  to  the  notice  of 
Qovemment.  The  Army  raised  under  the  idea 
of  supporting  commerce  is  a  farce,  unless  you 
have  a  naval  force  to  co-operate  with  it.  Sir, 
you  cannot  support  commerce,  in  the  frozen  re- 
gions of  the  North,  nor  on  the  mountains  of  the 
Alleghany.  It  must  be  done  where  commerce 
floats.  Whence  arises  this  mighty  opposition  to 
commerce  ?  We  seem  to  be  like  sheep,  afraid  of 
the  water.  Sir,  I  hope  the  hydr(nihdbia  has  not 
got  amongst  us.  Seven  hundred  thousaod  pepple 
at  l^st  are  employed  in  your  maritime  towns,  in 
commercial  pursuits.  They  have  been  brought 
up  in  that  line  of  life,  and  will  not  consent  to 
abandon  it.  You  have  upwards  of  a  million  of 
tons  of  shipping  in  the  United  States.  The  peo- 
ple who  are  connected  directly  and  indirectly  in 
this  immense  tonnage,  will  not  consent  to  give  it 
up  as  a  dead  loss.  Such  a  thins  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, it  must  be  for  want  of  an  acquintanee 
with  the  situation  of  their  country,  that  gentle- 
men are  induced  thus  to  opposQ  commerce.  Sir, 
I  was  one  of  those  who  was  in  favor  of  the  em- 
bargo— I  thought  locking  the  registers  and  ships, 
papers  in  the- collector's  office^  would  keep  the 
ships  at  home— what  was  the  effect  1  The  Brit- 
ish pointed  out  the  way  to  do  without  them,  viz: 
come  when  and  where  you  please^  we  will  pro- 
tect you  without  papers ;  the  effect  ts  well  known. 
But  in  case  of  war,  if  you  are  not  to  have  a  Navy, 
and  you  abandon  commerce,  what  is  to  become 
of  the  tars  of  America?  Are  they  to  be  left 
either  to  enter  your  Army  or  starve  in  the  streets? 
Sir,  they  will  not  submit  to  either ;  they  will  no 
longer  regard  the  country,  than  the  country  will 
afford  them  protection — no,  sir,  they  will  enter 
into  foreign  service,  and  will  become  your  ene- 
mies, and  the  most  dangerous  enemies  this  coun- 
trv  ever  had:  give  them  a  chance  with  the  rest 
or  your  citizens  on  the  element  with  which  they 
are  acquainted,  and  they  will  be  ready  in  your 
defence  to  brave  every  danger;  many  of  them 
left  your  coontry  during  the  lastembargo^  having 
no  other  way  to  get  their  bread.  Sir,  it  is  not 
true  that  ships  are  the  sole  cause  of  war ;  we 
have  ever  since  history  has  been  known,  heard 
of  war.  Charles  XII.,  of  Sweden,  with  his 
land  forces,  marched  into  Russia  in  the  depth  of 
snow,  in  search  of  conquest :  he  had  no  navy  to 
aid  him.  Sir,  we  have  a  more  striking  proof  that 
wars  have  been  as  frequent,  and  more  cruel,  ante- 
cedent to  the  use  of  navies,  than  since;  look  into 
your  Bible,  there  you  will  find  a  history  of  Wars 
which  tinged  the  whole  face  of  the  Christian 
world  with  blood ;  but  does  it  follow,  from  those 
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abuses,  that  Chistianity  is  not  to  be  supported  1 
Certainly  not,  nor  will  it  follow,  that  because 
some  abuses  may  have  happened  in  the  naval 
system  of  the  world,  that,  therefore,  we  should 
have  no  navy.  If  gentlemen  wbo  think  this  coun- 
try has  no  need  of  commerce,  could  have  what 
they  wish,  your  streets  would  be  crowded  with 
the  poor  and  distressed,  begging  from  place  to 
place,  and  starving  for  want  of  employ.  Sir,  in 
1810,  your  whole  amount  of  revenue  was  up- 
wards of  $16,000,000 ;  it  is  true  it  did  not  all 
come  into  the  Treasury,  but  what  was  paid  out, 
answered  a  good  purpose,  it  gave  bread  to  those 
who  collected,  and  werie  concerned  in  and  about 
it.  Is  this  not  worth  protecting  1  Sir,  with  such 
a  spirit  of  enterprise  no  nation  can  be  enslaved  ; 
destroy  your  commerce,  and  you  must  become 
slaves^  because  you  cut  the  cord  on  which  enter- 
prise is  suspended. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
tion for  building  the  frig;Btes  was  carried — yeas 
62,  nays  59,  as  follows : 

Tbas — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer.  Ese- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  William  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Dayifl,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinimoor, 
Ellas  Barle,  William  Findlej,  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  droodwyn,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  John  A.  Har- 
5er,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M. 
ohnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jas. 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William 
Piper,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Robert^, 
William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  John  Smiiie,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Robert  Whitehill, 
and  David  R.  Williamli. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  John  Baker,  Burwell  Bas- 
sett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James 
Breekencidge,  EI^  Brigham,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Ch^yes^  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Lewui  Condit,  John  Davenport,  junior,  John 
Dawson,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander  McKim, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  ThomaA  Moore» 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants, 
jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha'R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Qnincy,  William  Reed,  WiOiam  M.  Richardstm, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Smith, 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgery,  Thomas 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  WrQ:ht. 

The  next  onestion  was,  on  agreeing  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  fill  the  blank  for  pro- 
viding ship  timber  and  other  imperishable  mate- 
rials, with  the  words  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  was  carried — yeas  82,  nays  37,  as  fol- 
lows: 


YxAS — Willis  Alston^  jri,  Stevenson  Archer,  B»- 
kiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bat* 
sett,  Abijah  Bigek>w>  William  Blackledge,  HannaniB 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Qrighm,  Wm. 

A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Ept- 
phroditUB  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Cod* 
dit,  Wm.  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Daw, 
John  Dawson,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  Wm. 
Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James  Fiik, 
Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thoi. 
R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  A. 
Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richarf 
Jackson,  junior,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  Win. 
R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  Williani  Lowndes,  George  C.  MazweQ, 
Thomas  Moore,  Ardiibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy, 
Alekander  McKim,  James  Milnor,  (funnel  L.  Mitcbil^ 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  James  PleasanU,  jr^  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter 

B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Pptter,  Jonah  Qnincy,  Willism 
Reed,  Wm.  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Siml 
Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Se- 
vier, Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smith,  Lewis  B.  Storges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  Geor^ 
M.  Troup,  Chas  Turner,  jr.,  Lsban  Wheaton,  Leon- 
ard White,  William  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  snd 
Robert  Wright    . 

Nats— William  Andersoi^,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton, 
Joseph  Desha,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling 
HaU,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hufty,  Ridiard  M.  Johnson, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Aaron  Lyle,  Natbimd 
Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Mw- 
gan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, William  Piper,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Robetti, 
William  Rodman,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Adam  Seybeit, 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  SmiUe,  George  Smith,  Ricbsrd 
Stanford,  WiUiam  Strong,  Robert  WbitehiU,  David  B. 
Williams. 

Another  question  was  on  agreeing  with  th* 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  make  the  above  tp* 
propriation  for  three  years,  viz:  for  the  jreais 
1812, 1813,  and  1814.  This  motion  was  carried— 
yeas  67,  nays  52,  »:%  follows : 

Ys AS— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bigdow,  WflBism 
Blackledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenri^f** 
Elijah  Brigham,  J.  O.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditns  Chtsi- 
pion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Con- 
dit, John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  EHas  £arie,.WiUiam  Ely,JsBiei 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Ofsni 
John  A.  Harper,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Jos^  K«t, 
Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Psto 
Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndef, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander 
McKim,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  JoB^h 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleasants,  jr., 
Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potttfi 
Josiah  Qnincy,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardion, 
Henry  M.  llidgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Thomas  Stm- 
mons,  John  Sevier,  Daniel  Sheflcy,  John  Smith,  Silai 
Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Twcy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Whet- 
ton,  Leonard  White,  Wm.  Widgery,  "niomas  Wilson, 
and  Robert  Wright.  ^ 

Nats  -^WiUiam  Anderwm,  Stevenson  Archer,  Wm. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1001 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1002 


Janitart,  1812. 


Government  Loans — Naval  Estahliehment. 


H.  OF  R. 


W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Wm.  A.  Buz- 

well,  William  Butler,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton, 

"William  Crawford,  Joseph  Desha,  Wm.  Findley,  Jas. 

'     Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 

'     Goodwvp,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  H&U, 

>     Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Uawes,  Jacob  Hufty,   John  M. 

^     Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Abner  I^acock,  Joseph 

Lefever,   Aaron    Lyie,   Nathaniel    Macon,   Thomas 

I    Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKeo,  Arunah  Met. 

'    cilf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  New- 

-    bold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper, 

John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathtin  Roberts,  William 

i    Bodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Sey- 

bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Ridiard  Stanford, 

William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Robert  WhitehiU, 

I    and  David  R.  Williams. 

The  next  question  was  on  agreeing  with  the 
\  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  appropriate  one  hun- 
]  dred  thousand  dollars  for  providing  a  dock  yard. 
'  Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  strike  out  the  sectioD ;  but 
^  this  motion  being  decided  to  be  out  of  order,  Mr. 
D.  R.  WiLLiAMa  spoke  against  the  propriety  of 
''.  appropriating  money,  without  estimate,  for  an 
.  object  not  wanted  until  we  went  about  building 
.  seventy-fours.  The  House  adjourned,  on  motion 
I  of  Mr.  Smilie,  without  taking  the  question. 


Tuesday,  January  28. 

Mr.  Jackson  presented  a  memorial  and  remon- 

I   stnooe  fj^om  certain  inhabitants  of  Bast  Green- 

'  wich,  Rhode  Island,  condemning,  in  strong  terms, 

^,  a  resolution  some  time  ago  introduced  by  a  tnem- 

l  ber  from  New  York,  offering  a  bounty  to  Ameri- 

i  can  seamen,  on  board  British  vessels,  who  should 

3  bring  in  any  such  vessel  into  the  pofts  of  the 

i  United  States.  This  remonstrance  was  very  long, 

:  tod  contained  a  number  of  severe,  reflections 

upon  the  measures  of  (Government.    After  the 

:  reading  had  progressed  for  some  time,  the  further, 

reading  of  the  paper  was  objected  to,  on  the 

I  gronnd  of  being  indecorous.  This  producing  some 

,  debate,  Mr.  J.  withdrew  the  memorial. 

The  Speaker  declared  that,  in  future,  when  he 

discovered  tKat  any  paper  presented  to  tne  House 

was  couched  in  disrespecttui  and  improper  Ian- 

,  goage,  he  should  consider  it  his  duty  to  take  the 

[  sense  of  the  House  on  the  propriety  of  suffering 

,  the  reading  to  progress.  s 

Mr.  Rhba  presented  to  the  House  a  Resolution 
;  of  the  Lesislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  re- 
^oesting  their  members  in  Congress  'xo  use  their 
I  endeavors  to  get  established  a  road  to  the  Ohio,  a 
little  below  the  mouth  of  Great  Water  Creek. 
Mr.  R.  afterward  introduced  a  resolution,  direct- 
ing an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  laying  out  and  opening  the  said*  romd  ;  wiiioh 
was  referred. 

GOVERNMENT  LOAN0. 
Mr.  Archer  wished  to  offer  a  resolution  to  the 
House,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcfasu- 
tf  to  give  4uch  information. to  this  House  as  he 
may  possess,  relative  to  the  practicability  of  ob- 
taining such  loans  as  Government  may  require, 
•and  at  what  rate  of  interest.  As  this  body  has 
determined  upon  raising  a  large  army,  and  large 


appropriations  will,  of  course,  be  necessary  for 
their  support,  and  to  carry  on  the  war  in  which 
we  expect  to  be  engaged,  it  becomes  necessary 
that  Congress  shoulu  devise  the  means  by  which 
this  war  can  be  carried  on  with  effect.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  has  written  a  letter  to  the 
cbairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
which  that  committee  has  laid  before  this  House, 
enumerating  the  taxes  to  which  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  resort  for  this  purpose.  And,  by  offering 
the  present  resolution,  he  wished  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  encroaching  upon. the  duties  of  that 
cotmnittee.  He  confessed  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say  that  he  coujd  swallow  the  bitter  oill  pre- 
sented in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary.  He  had 
always  entertained  a  great  abhorrence  for  the 
stamp  and  excise  laws ;  and  he  could  scarcely 
conceive  any  consideration  which  could  induce 
him  to  vote  for  taxes  of  this  description.  We 
ought,  said  Mr.  A.,  to  be  careful,  in  entering  upon 
this  .war,  not  to  run  foul  of  the  prejudices  of  the 
people,  prejudices  highly  laudable  from  the  causes 
which  produced  them.  Let  it  not  be  supposed, 
said  he,  I  am  not  disposed  to  go  as  far  as  any  per- 
son, in  supporting  the  rights  of  the  country,  and 
in  voting  for  the  means  to  enforce  their  protec- 
tion ;  but  I  wish  those  means  to  be  such  as  will 
be  palatable  to  (he  people ;  and,  if  practicable,  it 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  much  better  that  this 
war,  for  the  first  year,  should  be  carried  on  by 
means  of  loans.  .And,  for  this  purpose,  lie  pro- 
posed the  following  resolution: 

'•Besohfed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the.  Treasury  be 
directed  to  give  this  House  such  information  as  he  may 
possess  ivlative  to  the  practicability  of  efiecting  loans 
for  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  what 
amount  such  loans  may  be  obtained,  and  at  what  rate 
of  interest." 

After  Mr.  Smilie  had  caused  an  extract  from 
Mr.  Gallatin's  late  letter,  touchins^  this  subject,  to 
be  read,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  order  of  the  day,  viz:  the  bill  concerning 
the  Naval  Establishment,  was  then  taken  up,  and 
the  question  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the 
section  providing  a  dock  yard,  with  one,  huodred 
thousand  dollars,  being  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Gheves  stated  the  grounds  upon  which  the  Com- 
mittee bad  recommended  this  provision  of  the  bill, 
and  replied  to  some  remarks  of  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Williams)  made  yesterday. 

Mr.  Rhba  then  moved  to  etrike  out  the  whole 
section  in  relation  to  the  dock  yard  ;  which,  after 
some  little  debate,  was  carried---yea8  56,  nays  52 
a?  follows : 

YvAS — William  Anderson,  Ezekiel,  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  James  Cochran, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Me- 
shack Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodvmi, 
Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Half,  John  A.  Har- 
per, Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Kidiard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Abner- Laoock,  Jo* 
seph  Lefever,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas 
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Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Met- 
calf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Joseph  Pearifoh,  Israel  Pickens*  WiHiam  Piper^  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rod- 
man, Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seayer,  Adam  Sej- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Richard  Stanford, 
'William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Robert  Whitehill, 
David  R.  Williams,  and  Richard  Winn« 

Nats — Willis  Alston,,  inn.,  Stevenson  Archer,  John 
Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  Blacklcdge,  Harma- 
nuB  Blee<^er,  James  Breckenridge^  Elijah  Bngham, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Mastin 
Chittenden,  Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John 
Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
"William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  William  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Lie  Roy  Livingston^  William  Lowndes,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  MeBryde,  Alexander  McKim, 
James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  N;ewton, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William 
Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
Thomas  Sammons,  George  Smith,  Lewis  B.  Stu^gea, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Trac^,  Charl^  Turner,  junior, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  William  Widgery»  Thonaa  Wilson^  and  Rob- 
ert Wright. 

Mr.  Blackledge  moved  a  sew  section  to  the 
bill,  providing  for  the  building  of  four  seventy- 
foQr  gUDships.  As  an  inducement  ro  the  House 
to  adopt  this  new  section,  he  stated  there  were 
sufficient  timber  and  guns  on  hand ;  that  the 
whole  expetise  would  not  eiceed  $1,300,000,  and 
the  guns  nod  timber  being  already  provided,  an 
appropriation  of  t824,000  ooiy,  would  be  oecea- 
sary  to  complete  them* 

The  question  was  negatived — yeas  33,  nays  76, 
as  follows : 

T«i.s — John  Baker,  Burwell^  Bassett;  Abijah  Bige' 
low,  William  BlacU^ge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James 
Breckenridge,'' Elijah  Brigham,'John  Davenport,  junt, 
William^  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa , Fitch,  -  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  Law,  Roliert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde,  James  MilnOr,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William 
Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Thomas  Sammons,  Philip 
Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  and  Leonard  White. 

Nats — ^WiHis  Alstoh,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Esekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
yt^,  William  Butler,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  James 
Codiran,  Levris  Condit,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Da- 
Tii,  John  Dawson,  Joaeph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Frankfin,  Thomas  GholsO%  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Gruudy,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William 
R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, 
IVilliam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  St^hen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun.. 


Benjamin  Pond,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  Joha 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebeaexer 
Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  AdamSeybert,  Samuel  %aw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  William 
Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  WhitehiH,  David  R.  Wil. 
Hams,  William  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robeit 
Wright. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  iota  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  "An  act 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  oatiooal  de- 
fence,  by  the  establishment  of  an  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States,"  and  to  "An  act 
making  provision  for  arping  and  equipping  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States."* 
The  bill  having  i>een  gone  through,  witboot 
amendment, 

Mr*  Williams  said,  it  might  be  expected  from 
him,  as  a  duty,  tostate  the  reasons  which  induced 
the  Committee  to  bring  forward  this  bill.  As  the 
day  was  far  spent,  however,  and  as  this  could  be 
as  well  done  in  the  House,  us  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  he  would  move  that  the  Committee 
rise  andv  report  the  bill.  The  Committee  rose 
aceordiagly. 

[This  biU  proposes  the  divisioa  of  the  militia  ial» 
three  classes.  The  ibat,  is  to  consist  of -such  penoaa 
as  are  over  eighteen  and  under  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  to  be  called  the  Minor  Class,  to  be  ordered  oat 
whenever  detachments  of  the-  militia  are  authoriMd, 
but  are  not  to  do  duty  out  of  the  State  or  Territoiy  ia 
which  they  reside,  nor  continue  in  aervioe  mora  thaa 
three  months  at  a  time. 

.  The  second  islass  is  to  consist  of  persona  OTsr  twen- 
ty-one and  under  thirty-one  years  of  age,  to  be  called 
tne  Junior  Class  of  Militia,  and  may  be  ordered  to  iny 
part  of  the  United  States  or  their  Territories,  but  not 
y}  be  compelled  to  serve  more  than  twelve  months  at  a 
time. 

The  third  class  is  to  consist  of  persons  over  tbhiy- 
one  and  under  fbrty-five  years  of  age,  to  be  called  the 
Senior  Class  of  Militia,  subject  to  do  duty  iAthe  State 
or  Territory  in  whidi  they- reside,  and  may  be  caUsd 
into  an  adjoining  State  or  Territory,  bat  notiobe  osb» 
^Ued  to  serve  mere  thair  twelve  months  at  a  time. 

Every  free,  abl»4M>died  white  male  ettixaB,  upoa  hii 
arrival  at  the  age  of  eii^teen.yean,  aiM)  being  enrolled 
in  the  militia,  is  to  receive  a  stand  of  aims^  the  right  to 
which  is  to  be  inalienably  invested  in  him. 

Four  hundred  thousand,  dollara  are  proposed  to  be 
appropriated  annually  in  addition  to  the  sum  ibmeily 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  mrms.] 

And  then  the  House  adjoarned. 


WbdnbbdaV,  January  39. 

Mr.  MiLNOft  presented  a  petition  of  a  commit- 
tee on  behalf  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Peon* 
sylvania  line' of  the  Revolutionary  Army,  pray- 
ing further  compensation  for  services  rendered  in 
said  arm y.^— Referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Messrs.  Milnor^  Bstlbr,  and  Boro,  were  ap- 
pointed the  eommittee. 
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NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Ad  engrossed  Irill  coac^rning  the  Nav&l  Estab- 
lishmeDt  was  read  the  third  time;  and,  on  the 
qoestioD  that  the  sane  do  pass?  it  was  determin- 
ed in  the  affirmative — yeas  65,  najs  30,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Y JAB— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Bpr- 
well  Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  James  Breckenridge, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.Calhoun, 
Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  ^Chittenden,  Lewis  Condit, 
John  Davenport,  junior,  Roger  Davis,  Samuel  Dins- 
moor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L,  Green,  John 
A.Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  William 
B.  King,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Wil- 
liam Lowndes,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, 
Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  Mc- 
Kim,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Hugh  Nelson^ 
Thomas  Newton,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun^,  James  Pleas- 
ants, junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  William  M.  Richardson,  Sam'nel  Ringgold, 
John  Rhea,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shefiey,  George. 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Btow,  Lewis 
B.Sturges,  Saonuel  Taggart,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leon- 
ard White,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Rob-' 
ert  Wright 

Nats— Ezekiel  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  James  Cochran,  William  Craw- 
fim,  Joseph  Desha,  Obed  Half,  Jacob  Hufly,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Abner  Lacock«'  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Mor- 
gan, Anthony  New,  Thomas  NowBold,  William  Piper, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,. 
Ebviezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw^  John 
Bhiitie,,  Richard  Stanford,  William  strong,  Robert 
Wbitehill,  and  David  R.  WUliams. 

The  Hoase  then  took  up  the  bill  for  classifying 
and  arpiing  the' militia;  when  Mr.  D.  R.  Wil- 
liams spo]ce  at  eoqsiderable  length  in  its  favor, 
explaining  the  objects  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Mitch- 
ill  against  it,  whio  conpluded  his  observations' by 
I  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 
He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Wriqht  in  favor  of  rhe 
bill.  After  Mr.  W.  had  been  speaking  a  consid- 
erable time,  the  Speaker  observed  that  there  was 
not  a  quorum  of  members  present.  A  motion 
wu  made  to  adjonro,  and  carried. 


Thi^rsdat,  January  3(K 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering, 
Dy  law,  the  times  of  holding  the  district  courts 
within  the  distrrcts  of  Connecticut  and  Virginia ; 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

tor.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Newton,  and  Mr.  Pond,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter, 

EU$olved^  That  the  Committee  oa  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedient 
ey  of  pcovidinff,  by  Iftw,  for  the  disposal  of  ail 
such  traeta  of  land)  lying  within.the  territories 
ceded  tni  the  United  States  aouth  of  the  State  of 
Teaaea8fe,aiideastof  the  river  Mississippi,  claim- 


ed bf  virtue  of  arrants  from  the  British  Govern* 
ment  of  West  Florida,  in  cases  where  the  coinii* 
tions  precedent,  in  the  grant,  have  not  been  com- 
plied with,  and  the  claimant  or  claimants  w  not^ 
at  this  time,  citizens  of  the  United  States* 

SPOLIATIONS,  &c 

Mr.'  BiGELOW  proposed  the  following  reaolutionir 
for  adoption,  which  was  similar  to  one  which  the 
House  had  refused  to  enter  into  some  days  ago : 

^  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  caose  to  be  laid  before  tfak.  House,  soch 
information  as  he  may  possess  in  rcAatioh  to  the  seizure, 
jcaptnre,  and  ooademnatiQn  of  the  ships  and  merchan- 
dise of  citixens  of  the  United  States,  under  the  authoi- 
ity.  of  the  Governments  of  Europe,-or  either  of  them, 
which  has  not  been  heretofore  communicated." 

Objections  were  made  to  this  resolution,  because 
iht  nouse  had  already  decided  against  it ;  be- 
cause it  called  for  information  on  the  siihjects 
probably  at  present  matters  of  negotiation;  and 
because  a  similar  resolution  had  been  entered  ii^to 
at  last  session,  which  was  probably  still  before 
the 'Executive.  It  was  urged  in  favor  of  the  res- 
olution, that  the  information  was  necessary  ^nd 
important,  in  ordec  to  come  to  a  correct  decision 
on  questions  which  would  come  before  Congress; 
that  the  President  would  communicate  such 
things  only  as  were  proper  to  be  knov^nj  that 
thot^h  a  similar  resolution,  bftd  been  passed  at 
last  session,  and  considerable  progress  madd  in 
collectinff  the  information  required ;  yet,  if  not. 
again  caUed  for,. no  report  woi^ld  be  mad^;  as  if 
was  believed  to  be  a  rule  with  the  Eiecutiveand 
the  deparXments,  when  information  was  asked  fof 
at  one  session^  which  could  not,  from  some  eir* 
cumstance  or  other,  be  furnished  during  the  ses^- 
sion,  not  to  communicate  the  result  of  the  inquirr 
at  a  future  session,  except  it  was  expressly^  stated, 
in  the  resolution  calling  for  the  information,  thait 
the  report  might  be  made  at  the  then  present  or 
a  succeeding  session  of  Congress.  After  an  amend- 
ment, moved  by  Mr.  Blackleogb,  to  the  follow- 
ing effect,  tlie  resolution  was  adopted:  "accom- 

*  panyiog  the  same  with  thejegulation,  order,  and 
^  decree^  under  wnich  the  said  captures  were  made, 

*  and  information,  as  far  as  may  he,  how  far  the 
^  said  decree,  order,  or  teguhition,  be  abandoned 
^  or  persevered  in,  by  the  nation  making  such 

*  captujie." 

The  House  then  entered  upon  the  order  of  the 
day^  viz :  the  bill  fof  elassifyiog  and  arming  the 
Militia  of  the  United  States ;  when  Mr.  Wright 
finished  his  observations  in  favor  of  the  bilL 
Messrs.  Stow,  Maoon,  Littlb,  and  Wili^iamS) 
also  spoke  in  favor  of  tbe  bill,  and  Messrs.  Wino- 
ery  and  Mitchill  against  it.  The  question  on 
Mr.  MiTCfliLL's  motion  to  strike  oat  the  first  sec* 
tionr  of  the  bill,  was  not  taken.    Adjourned. 


FninAT,  January  31. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment,  for  the 

year  1812;  which  was  read  twice  and  coouiiitted 
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to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  mak^ 
ing  appropriatioDs  for  theiexpense&iQcideat  to  the 
six  coropanies  of  mounted  rangers,  during  the 
year  1812. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  same  committee^  present- 
ed a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
an  additional  military  force;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  last  mentioned., 

Mr.  Pitkin,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
13th  instant,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  district,  courts  within  and  f<9r 
the  district  of  Connecticut ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
<ime  torday; 

.  8ELAH  BENTON. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  oa  the  petition  of  Selah  Benton  ; 
which  was  read  :  when,  Mr.  Gholson,  presented 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Selah  Benton  ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next.   The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioner  claims ,  a  pension  in  conse- 
quence of  bodily  disabilities  incurred  during  his  ser- 
▼ice  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  cemmittee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  not  strictly  entitled  to  a 
pension  according  to  the  rigid  provisions  of  the  exist- 
ing law  upon  this  subject/ inasmudi  as  he  was  n6t  ac- 
tually wounded  in  the  war.  They  are,  nevertheless, 
from  an  examination  of  all  the  testimony  accompany- 
ing the  petition,  fully  convinced  that  the  present  appli- 
cation is  embraced  by  the  spirit  ii\  which  the  statute 
providing  for  the  invijlid  soldieri  of  the  Revolution  was 
conoeived,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  allowed.  The  peti- 
'  tionez,  who,  it  appears,  served  with  honor  and  bravery 
in  all  ihe  various  offices  of  first  sergeant,  eDsign>  firrt 
and  second  lieutenants,  and  captain,  from  the  com- 
Baencement  until  almost  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he 
became  disabled,  has  established  two  positions  entirely 
to  the  satis&ction  of  the  committed  ^  1st.  That  his 
disability  aroito  from  disease  contracted  by  exposure  iu 
the  service  of  his  country,  and  terminating  in  scorbutic 
ulcers ;  and  2dly.  That  his  disability,  thus  sustained, 
has  disqualified  him  from  acquiring  a  maintenance  by 
bodily  labor.  Your  committee,  therefore,  be|;  leave  to 
report  a  bill  for  the  petitioner's  relieir 

THE  MILITIA. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday;  and  the  ques- 
tion depending,  at  the  time  of  adjournmeat,  to 
strike  out  the  first. section  of  the  bill  supplemeata- 
ly  to  "  An  aet  mor^  efiectually  tg  provide,for  the 
national  defence  by  establishing  an  uniform  mili- 
tia throughout  the  United  States,"  aqd  to  "An 
act  making  provision  for  arming  and  equipping 
the  wht)lebody  of  thejmilitia  Of  the  United  States," 
which  section  is  in  the  following  words :  Section 
1.  <<  That  all  the  militia  of  the  United  States  lis- 
'  ble  to  do  duty,  over  eighteen,  ^d  under  twen- , 

*  ty-one  years  of  age,  shall  be  called  the  minor 

*  class  of  militia ;  and  the  President  of  the  United 

*  States  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
'order  out  the  same,  or  any  ]Mirt  thereof,  when- 
'  ever  detachments  at  militia  are  authorized ;  but 
<  they  shall  not  be  coin  pelted  to  do  duty  out  of  the 
'  State  or  Territory  vol  which  they  severally  le- 


'  side,  nor  contimied  in  actual  service,  for  more 
'  thah  three  months  at  any  one  time ;"  was  again 
stated,,  and  being  taken,  was  determined  in  the  ne- 
gative—yeas  38,  nays  64,  «s  follows : 

YiAS — ^Willis  Alston,  yz^  Stevenson  Archer,  Ezekiel 
Bacon,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler, 
EpaphroditUs  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Ass  Fitch. 
Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  John  A.  Harper,  Ayfett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  L^man  Law,  Jlobert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Sam- 
uel L*  Mitcbill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jun.,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  William  Rodman,  George  Smith,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun., 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgeiy, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats— William  Anderson,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wil- 
lidm  W.  Bibb,  WilKam  Blacldedge,  James  Brecken- 
ridge,  William  A.  Burwell,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon 
Cheves,  James  Cochran,  Wjlli^m  Crawford,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Isaiah  L. .Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Rail,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R. 
Kfng,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lewis  jun.,  Peter  Little, 
WHIiam  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Jsf. 
Morgan,  Jteremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomu 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pidi- 
ens,  Williaa)  Piper,  John  Randolph,  William  M. 
Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John  I^ea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneier 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shtw, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  8ilaf 
Stow,  William*  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  Dstid 
R.  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  Lacock  objected  to  the  mode  of  distribot- 
ing  arms  amongst  the  militia,  adopted  in  the  bill. 
bv  putting  them  in  the  hands  of  every  citizen  ar- 
riving at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  ^  and  proposed 
an  amendment,  which  went  to  put  it  in  the  power 
of  the  State  Legislatures  to  deliver  the  arms  to 
the  citizens,  or  preserve  them  for  their.use  inl^^ 
pots.  This  amendment  produced  considerable  de- 
bate, and  was  finally  negatived — yeas  48,  nays 
67,  as  follows :   ' 

Yeas— Willis  Al8ton,Jr.,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Bi- 
ker, Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd, 
'James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  William  A  Biu^ 
well,  William  Sutler,  Epa^hroditus  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,, Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger 
Davis,  Elias'  ffarle,  William  Ely,  James  Eihott,  WO- 
Ham  Findley ^sa  Fitch,  Thomas'Gholson,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jad^- 
son,  jun.,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Bof 
Livingston,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Tbos. 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  William  Piper,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Blirfw 
R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Willism 
Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Richsrd 
Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturgee,  Uri  Tracy,  Georgs  M. 
Troi^p,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  White. 

NAfs— William  AnderMn,  BurvreU  BasMtt,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  WilUaBi  Blackiedge,  Robert  Brown, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Jiiaes  Cochnn, 
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WiBiam  Grawfbrd,  John  l>awion,  Samiiel  Dinfmoor, 
Jtmes  Fiflk,  Meshack  Fnuiklin,  Peteraon  Qoodwyu, 
Edwin  Gray,  Iiaiah  L.  Graen,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.Harper,  Jacob  Hnity,  Richard  M.. Johnson, 
Jofeph  Kent,  WiHiam.  R.  King,.  Joieph  Lefover,  Peter 
Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  liyle,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, George  Q.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore*  Archibald 
McBryde,  William  McCoy,  8amnel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jamos  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Stephen  Orms- 
hjt  Joieph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants, 
JQOn  John  llandolpb,  William  M.  Richardson, /Heniy 
N.  Kidgely,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Ebeneser  Sage, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Philijp  Stdbrt,  Silas 
Stow,  William  Strong,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Talia- 
ferro, Charlea  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  iun., 
Robert  \^hitehill,  David  R.  WUKams,  ThomaJr  WU- 
•on,  Richard  Wirni,  and  Robert  Wright 

The  question  being  oo  engrossiag  the  bl11,-for 
a  third  reading,  Mr.  Nelson  moved  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  in 
order  that  it  might  undergo  9Qch  amendments  as 
would  make  it  more  acceptable  to  several  mem- 
bers who  bad  objected  to  different  parts  of  the  bill. 

This  moUon  was  negatived. 

The  (Question  then  returned  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill.  The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  upon- 
the  question,  Messrs.  BiOELorw,  Nelson,  Qhol- 
80N,  ahd  Troop,  assigned  their  reasons  why  they 
thoold  vote  against  it,  and  the  Hottsc  adjournedj 
without  taking  the  question. 


Saturday,  February  1. 

Mr.RoEA  laid  before  th«  House  certain  papers 
ia  reAitation  of  the  charges  contained  in  the  pre- 
featment  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Baldwin  county, 
io  the  Mississippi  Territory,  againsf  Harry  Tool* 
mia,  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Washington 
<iutrict,  in  said  Territory ;  which  were  order^  to 
be  referred  to  the  select  committee  appointed  on 
the  letter  from  Cowles  Mead. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forminjgthe  Hause  that  thev  had  passed  thel)ill 
iinthorizincr  the  President  or  the  United  States  to 
accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  coVps,  witli 
ao  amendment,  to  which  they  request  a  c6ncur- 
rence. 

The  IJouse  took  up  this  bill,  and  the  amendment 
being  stated,  it  was  concurred  iii  without  a  divis- 
ion. The  amendment  wa?  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priation for  carrying  the  object  of  the  bill  into 
effect,  from  three  millions  of  dollars  to  one  mil- 
lion. 

THE  MILITIA. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R,  Williams,  the  House 
look  up  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 
which  was  the  bill  for  classing  and  arming  4he 
ntilitia.  The  question  being  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  WinoBRT  moved  to  postpone  th^  billlnde- 
fiaitely.—Motion  negatived-^3  to  46w 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Maxwell,  the  appropriation 
in  the  bill  was  reduced  from  Tour  handred  thou- 
sand to  two  hundred  thotiiand  doUara  anaiiaily.  . 


Mr.  KiMO  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  thirty- 
one,  to  insert  in  its  place  the  word  "  thirty-five ;" 
so  as  to  make  the  Junior  Class  of  the  militia, 
by  whom  the  heaviest  part  of  ^Diliti.i  duty  is  to 
be  performed,  consist  of  persons  over  twenty-one 
years  of  age  and  under  thirty-Bve.*  This  amend- 
ment was  negatived,  there  being' onl^  41  votes  in 
its  favor. 

Mr.  FiNnLi^Tassignedthe  reasons  which  Would 
induce  him  to  vote  against  the  bilPs  being  en- 
grossed. 

Mr.  TALLMAnoB  wished  the  Committee  would 
suffer  the  bill .  to  lie  on  the  table  until  Monday. 
He  bad  necessarily  he'en  detained  from  the  House  , 
since  this  bill  came  under  consideration,  and  had 
not,  therefore,  heen  able  to  pay  to  it  that  attention 
wbich>  he  wished,  and  which  would-  enable  him 
to  vote  understandingiy  upon  it.  He  moved  to^ 
this  effect^  and  the  question  was  carried^dl  to  45. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Gbvernment  for  the  year  18l2; 
and,'  having^gone  through  the  bill,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  taken  up,  and  agreed  to,  except  in* 
relation  to  an  lippropriation  for  an  additional 
compensation  to  the  clerks  ia  the  several  depart- 
iuents,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per  cent,  in  addition 
to  the  sums  allowed  by  the  act,  entitled  **  An  9ct  ' 
to  pegylate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks," 
dbc,  911,234  33. 

Mr.  Alstoit  moved  to  strike  out  this  appropri- 
ation in  Committee  of  the  Wb^<)  t^d  th^  iu<>- 
tion  was  negatived  by  the  castii^g  vote  of  the 
Chairman  only.  When  the  bill  came  before  the 
House^  Mr.  ^,  renewed  his  motion,  in  which  he 
was  seeonded  by  Mr.  Tallmadog.  The  motion 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Bacqn,  Mitcbill,  Wil- 
LiAids,  and  Wright. 

Those  opposed  to  making  this  allowance,  urged 
that,  if  the  salariea  fixed  for  the  clerks  of  each 
departnient  were  not  sufficient,  thev  ought  to  be* 
increased,  though  it  was  believed  tney  were  am- 
ple, without  this  allowance;  that  this  additional- 
compensation  was  believed  to  be  bestowed  chiefly 
on  favorites,  and  not  actording  to  the  extra  busi- 
nees  performed.  The  supporters  of  this  allow- 
ance, said  that  it  had  been  made  for  a  number  of 
years;  thAt  the  salaries  would  be  inadequate 
without  it ;  that  its  deliberation  was  left  with  Che 
Heads  of  the  Departments,  who  certainly  might 
be  safely  trusted  y^tth  it  ;-that  it  served  to  reward 
faithful  and  extraordinary  aervices;  and  that,  hav-. 
ing  made  the  allowance  for  a  number  of  years,  ft 
would  be  hard  now  to  deprive  the  clerks  of  tnis 
part  of  their  compensation. 

The  question  on  striking*  out  this  appropriation 
from  the  bill,  was  carried— yeas  45,  nays  42,  as 
follows : 

YxAS-^ Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Joha 
Baker,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brpwn,  William  Butler, 
Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  Asa 
Pitch,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Ja- 
cob Httfty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackaon,  Jua^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1011 


.  HISTOET  OF  CONGRESS, 


1012 


H.  OF  R. 


jC9iri8topher  MUier. 


Fbbiaait,  1312. 


Joseph  Kent»  William  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  JoMph 
LefeTer,  Peter  Little,  Robert  LeRoy  Linngeton,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKlm,  ArunaU  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  ^Thomaa 
l^ewbold,  Eliiha  R.PotUr«  William  Reed,  John  Roane, 
William  Rodman,  Thomas  Samtnons,  Ebenezer  Sea- 
▼er,  Samuel  Shaw,  William  Strong,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  Pierre  Van  Cortlaikit,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  .William 
Biackledge,  William  A.  Burwell,  John  C.  Calhoun, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  William  Crawford,  James 
Emott,  William  Findlej,  ThoiQas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Ooodwyn,  Aylett  Hawes,  Lyman  Law,  Nathaniel 
Mac6n,  Thomar  Moore,  William  McCoy,  James  Mil- 
nor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchdl,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Ad^ony  New^  Israel  Pickenv,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Peter  B..Por-. 
ter,. William  M,  Richardson,  Henry  M-  Ridgely,  Sam-, 
uel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  George  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  John  Tali- 
aferro, tJri  Tracy,  Charles  Tuhier,  jr.,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, and  Robert  Wright. 

Th«  bill  contained  in  it  a  paragraph  for  allow- 
ing a  compeo9atiOQ  t(^  the  Marshals  apd  assiatant 
Marshals,  for  taking  an  account  of  the  maaufac- 
tares  of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  -the  sum 
heretofore  appropriated  for  that  purpose  -7 — 
dollars. 

-  This  paragraph  was  strickea  out  iu  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  When  the  bUl  came  before  the 
House,  Mr.  Newton  moved  to  restore  it,  and  to 
fill  the  blank  with  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  He 
stated 'that  seventy  thousand  dollars  had  been 
asked  for  this  purpose  at  the  last  session^  but  only 
thirty  thousand  appropriated,  which  was  so  far 
short  of  what  was  deemed  sufficient,  that  no  dis- 
tribution had  been  made  of  it  by  the  Secretltryof 
the  Treasury. 

This  mouon  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mitchill, 
who  said  that  he  expeoXedj  before  Congress  were 
called  upon  for  any  additional  appropriati<;^n,  to 
hare  had  laid  before  them  a  digested  statement 
of  these  manufactures;  but  he  had  understood 
that  this  business  had  been  so  badly  performed  by 
many  of  the  Marshals,  that  the  Secretary  found  it 
next  to  impossible  to  make  any  satisfactory  riew 
of  the  subject  fropn  the  returns  which  he  had  re- 
ceived. It  was  his  opinion,  that  some  of  the  Mav- 
shals  deserted  no  compensation,  whilst  others 
had  performed  the  service  in  a  manner  that  ricji- 
Ij  deserved  reward.  .Amon^  the  former  descrip- 
tion of  returns,  Mr.  M.  mentioned  South  Caroli- 
na, Maryland,  New  Jersey,  and  the  District  of 
Columbia  $  amongst  the  latter,  Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania,  and  ^ew  York. 

Mr.  Newton  suffered  the  bill  to  paM  without 
taking  a  question  on  restoring  this  part  of  it.  The 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 


Monday,  February  3. 
Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 


during  the  year  1812 ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wed- 
nesday next. 

An  engrossed  bill,  making  approprialioos  for 
the  support  of  QovenHuent,  during  the  year  1812, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  SpBAtCBR  laid  before  the  House  soodrf 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, approbatory  of  the  measures  pursued  by  the 
General  Government  towards  Qreat  Britain,  and 
declaring  that,  "peace,  as  we  now  have  it,  is  dis- 
graceful and  war  is  honorable,-'  apd  expressiTc 
of  their  determioaiion  to  support  all  measures 
which  may  be  adopted  in  vindication  of  the  rights 
and  honor  of  the  United  States.— Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United. States,  transmitting  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  containing  a  statement 
of  proceedings  under  the  ",Act  to  regulate  the 
laying  out  aihd  making  a  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State  of  Mary^land,  to  the  State  of  Ohio." 

CHRISTOPHER  MH^LER. 

Mr.  Ormsbt,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  14th  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Chriaiopher  Miller  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr.  O.  alsomacje  a  detailed  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  said  Christopher  Miller  which  was 
read.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that,  in  the  year  1794, 
General  Anthony  Wayne,  who  then  commanded  the 
United  Stetes'  army,  determined  to  send  a  fl^r  to  tin 
Indians,  in  order  that  a  peace  might  be  efibeted  with- 
out fhrther  warfare.  That  the  said  Wayne  was  unable 
to  find  any  person  in  his  army  possessing  the  neoee* 
saiy  quaHficadons,  who  would  undertake  the  hazardooi 
enterprise,  *except  the  petitioner,  who  was  intimttelj 
acquainted  with  their  manners  and  their  langaage; 
and,  on  this  account,  was  the  more  solicitous  that  be 
should  carry  the  flag  to  the  Indiana.  That  the  peti- 
tioner, as  ah  inducement  to  act  in  obedience  to  the 
wishes  of  General'Wayne,  was  told  by  him  that  the 
Government  would  make  him  independent.  The  [w- 
titioner,.  at  the  Evident  hazard  of  his  life,  did  proceed 
with  the  flag  sent  by  the  said  AVayne,  and  commenced 
the  negotiation,  which  terminated  successfully. 

Your  committee  are  fully  impressed  with  the  hefia 
that  the  death  of  General  Wajrne  prevented  him  fna 
making  l^wn  to  the  Government  the  claim  of  die  pe- 
titioner, and  they  are  satisfied  that  his  pretensiona  tot 
remuneration  from  the  Government  are  much  strength- 
ened by  the  consideration  of  the  great  danger  he  <e- 
countered,and  the  knowledge  which  he  must  have  poe- 
sessed  of  that  danger  pre\ious  to  his  departure ;  ^ 
General  Hardin  an^  Major  Truenmn,  who  had  onde^ 
taken  simBar '  expeditions  to  the  Indians,' had  hecs 
killed  but  a  veryahort  time  befiire. 

-When  jTOur  committee  reflect  on  the  advantagef 
which  flowed  from  the  conduct  of  the  p^tioner,  the 
dangerous  nature  of  the  enterprise,  and  the  promiae  of 
General  Wayne  given  to  him,  en  the  fMt  of  a  sslfieir 
that  he  should  be  amply  reaMuiei|Uad»  4hey  casiot 
hesitate  to  say,  that  the  Goveraiaa&t  ought  to  ctfiT 
this  piooMae  infill  exeoutiaw* 
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NEW  YORK  CANALS^ 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hqusc  a  reso- 
lulidn  of  ihc  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
declariog  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  expense  df 
the  canal  contemplated  to  be  cut  from  the  Great 
Lakes  to  Hudson  river,  ought  to  be  provided  for 
by  the  General  Government. — Referred  to  the 
coramitlee  appointed  on  the  petition  of  the  Pres- . 
identand  Managers  of  the  Union  Canal  Compa- 
ny, io  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  document  is  as  follows:  ' 

ZiNEsyiLLS,  Ohio,  Jon.  18,  1812. 

8ib:  In  obedisnce  to  the,  request  of  the  Legislature 
of  this  State,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  copy 
of  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  contemplated  canal 
between  the  river  Hudson  and  the  Great  Lakes. 

I  tin,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient,  bumble 
servant,      '       "^  '      R^TUKN  J.  MEIGS. 

Hon.  Heitbt  Clat, 

Speaker  of  the  HouBt  of  Reps.,  U.  S, 

JjkiruART  17,  1813. 

Whereat  the  Commissioneirs,  appointed  under  the 
iirst  section  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  ef  the  State 
of  New  York,  pei^  the  8th  day  of  Aprfl,  1811,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  provide 'for  the  improvement,  of  the 
internal  navigafion  of  the  State,"  have,  in  portfuanca 
of  the  protisioni  of  said  itct,  api^ied  in  behalf  of  wM 
8ttte  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  fiir  their  aid  and 
oo.operation  in  canrying  into'  elfoct  the  object  cOntem- 
,  pitted  in  said  act,  and  have  particularlgr  solicited  the 
',  laflaeoce  of  this  State  in  the  public  councils  of  our 
ooQntry  for  thatt  purpose,  being  ftiUy  impressed  with  a 
•ease  of  the  importance  of  the  object  as  well  as  with 
the  Tstpectiul  attention  due  to  our  sister  States  i 
therefore, 

lUiohed,  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  R^resenia- 
iwaofihe  State  of  Ohio,  That  they  consider  the.com- 
monication,  by  means  of  the  canal  navigation,  between 
the  Great  Lakes  and  Hudson  river,  as  a  project  of  na-  | 
tional  concern;  that  the  accomplishment  of  such  a 
project,  free  fron)  a  transit  of  duty,  vfonfd  have  the 
iBOft  extensive  and  beneficial  effects,  by  focilitatingr  the 
intercourse  between  remote  parts  of  the  United  States ; 
^iiBinishing  the  expense  of  transportation,  thereby  rett- 
deriag  the  produce  of  our  country  more^'valuable,  the 
price  of  foreign  commodities  cheaper ;  and  that  it»  ten- 
^cy  would  be  to  encourage  agriculture,  manufac* 
tares,  mtemal  commerce,  and  to  strengthen  the  boad 
of  anion  between  the  States. 

lUiohed,  As  the  sense  of  this  General:  Assembly, 
that  it  would  be  expedient  for  the  expense  of  said  canal 
to  be  provided  for  by  the  United  States  in  such  a  man** 
oer  as  they  shall  think  proper,  and  that  the  same  be 
^  from  toll  or  transit  duty;  for  the  transportation  of 
prodace,  manufoctures,  or  mevchandise,  thereon.    ^ 

^tmhed.  That  the  Governor  of  this  Sute  be  re- 
Viested  to  transmit  copies  of  this  resolution  to  the 
^resident  of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Congress,  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
to  oar  Representatives,  and  each  of  our  Senators,  in 
Congress. 

THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  again  reaaoied  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  classing  and  arming  the  militia  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Tallmadqb  said,  that  havitig  been  abaent 


from- his  seat  wh^  this  bill  waa  under  discossioa 
he  could  not  profit  by  any  remarks  which  had- 
been  made.  He  would,  however,  submit  a  few 
considerations  which  had  occurred  to  his  mind, 
and  which  would  induce  him  to  oppose  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  nov  on  the  table.  That  his  re- 
marks might  be  definite  and  precise,  he  would 
end.eaTor  to  pursue  the  following' arrangea^nt: 
1st.  He  would  examine  the  Constitution  ^as  to 
the  powers  gifen  tQ  Congress  to  legislate  upon  this 

subject.  .        ,      ,  L    T  L 

2nd<  Inquire  how  far  those  powers,  had  beea 
executed  by  any  previous  law. 

^3rd.  He  would  endeavor  to  (est  the  princiblea 
of  this  Hll  by  the  Constitution,  by  the  militia 
law  passed  by  Co^ngress,  and  by  the  laws  and 
usages  of  the  S^tes.  ;      ,     ^ 

As  to  the  powers  given  by  the  Constitution, 
Mr.  T.  remarked  that  they  would  be  found  under 
the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates— "Congress  shall 

*  have  power  to  provide  f6r  calling  forth  the 
^  militia  to  execute  the  la wa  of  th^e  Uaion,  sup- 

*  press  insurrections  and  repel  invasions." 
^^  To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  dis- 

<  cipUntag  the  militia,  and  for  governing  such 

*  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service 
«  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  States  re- 
'  speetitely  the  appointment  of  the  officers,  and 

<  the  authority  of  training  the  militia  acpording 
« to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Gopgress."  So. 
also  in  defiaiag  the  powers  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  he  is  styled,  "the  Command- 
«  er-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 

*  States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States, 

<  when  caUed  into  tbe  actual  service  of  the  United 

*  States." 
ijence,  said  Mr^  T.,  it  appears  that, all  the 

military  force  of  our  country  is  divided  mtotwo 
classes,  the  army  and  the  militia  j  the  former  13 
exel«sively  under  .the  control  of  the  Qeaeral 
Gaveram'ent,  and  the  latter  is  th^  great  military 
bulwark  ofthe  Slates  respectively.  So  cautious 
were  the  sages  who  framed  the  Constitution  of 
tbe  peculiair  and  appropriate  rights  pf  the  Spates, 
that  they  have  given  to  tbe  President  of  iheUm- 
ted  States  no  control  over  the  militia  only  whea 
ealkd  out  by  authority  of  the  Government,  and 
for  the  three  express  purposes  defined  in  the  Con- 
stitution. TJiese  and.  these  only,  I  contendjorm 
the  groanda  of  reasons  oh  which  the  service  of 
the  militia  may  be  required  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. *  ^  ,  ^  .  • 
^  With  this  plaia  exposition  of  the  Constitution, 
I  will  pass  on  Jto  the  secpnd  proposition,  and  in- 
ouire  how  far  the  powers  vested  in  the  G;eneral 
2tov«rnment  hav^  beea  eariied  into  ^ecution. 

After  varioaa  aUeiiipta  had. been  made,  and  ela- 
borate systems  bad  been  proposed  and  rejected,^ 
on  the«th  of  May,  1792,  Congress  passed, a  law 
*•  more  eflfeetually  to  provide  for  the  naiioaal  de- 
<  fence,  by  eatablishingan  uniform  militia  through^ 
»  out  the  United  Stales."  v 

By  a  careful  examination  of  this  law  it  will  be 
peroeired  thai,  in  all  ita  provisions,  the  Constitu- 
tionai  Itmiu  have  aoC'beea  trapBceoded  \  but  that 
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the  promiDent  fbamres  of  this  law  consist  of  pro- 
Tisions  to  enfdil  or  embody;  to  trm  aodaccoatre; 
ta  arrange  and  organize ;  to  officer  under  Slate 
authorities,  aod  to  discipline  or  train  the  milttia 
according  to  the  system  provided  by  Congress. 
It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that  by  the  provi- 
sions of  this  law.  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the 
militia  to  arm  and  clothe  themsehres  at  their  own 
expense^  and  the  quality  and  description  of  their 
arms  were  particularly  designated. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  1803,  another  la,w  was 
passed,  supplementaryto  the  foregoing,  in  which 
additional  duties  were  required  of  the  Adjutant- 
General — a  Cluartermaster's  Department  w«8  es- 
tablished, and  every  militiaman  enjoined  to  be 
completely  furnished  with  anns,  accoutremenu, 
and  ammunition,  agreeable  to  the  requisitions  of 
the  aforesaid  act. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  1808,  an  addttioiial  law 
was  enacted,  authorizing  an  annual  appropriath>n 
ot  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  purchase 
arms  and  military  equipments,  which  were  to  be 
distributed  to  the  several  States  and  Territories, 
in  proportion  (t>  theireffective  militia,  under  sueh 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  Legislatures  should 
respectively  prescribe  by  law.  From  the  most 
t^areful  elamioation  I  have  been  able  tp  give  this 
subject,  I  believe  the  fbreffoiog  laws  comprehend 
all  the  regulations  which  have  been  made  rMative 
to  the  militia  of  the  several  States  and  Territo- 
ries. Other  law^  have  been  passed  relnting  to 
draughts  from  the  militia,  which  have  no  bearing 
upon  this  question. 

3dly.  I  come  now  to  test  the  principles  of  th« 
bill  before  the  House,  by  the  Gonstitutton,  aj[id 
the  system  adopted  by  the  Governmeut  hereto- 
fore. I  inquire,  then,  what  urgent  occasion  ts 
there  for  .this  bill?  Gkntlemeii  say  that  the  old 
system  is  inadequate  to  its  object.  But.  suffer 
me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  inquire  from  whence  od  these 
objections  arise  ?  Are  they  made  by^  those  who 
have  carried  the  laws  into  practicable  effect,  or 
by  those  States  whei'e  the  militia  laws  have  been 
scarcelv  re^rded  ?  Most  assuredly  not  the  form- 
er—and with  how  -ill  a  grace  they  are  made  by 
those  Who  have  never  carried  the  militia  laws  In* 
to  operatron  I  leave  for  the  goo^  sense  of  this 
House  to  determine.  Sir.  the  militia  of  the  Nprtfa-* 
em  States,  by  a  close  adherence  to  the  law,  and  a 
careful  attention  to  its  requisitions,  have  beteome 
formidable  armies  themselves  for  all  purposta  to 
which  the  services  of  the  militia  can  constitution- 
ally be  directed.  They  are  the  military  boast  and 
pride  of  our  country,  and  no  man  feels  himselC 
degraded  by  being  enrolled  with  his  neighbors  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  muitia.    « 

In  addition^  to  this  the.  present  oiiUtia  system 
h]|s  been  long  in  operation.  It  commenced  with 
the  first,settlement  of  our  country,  and  with  the 
slight  alterations  and  amendments  since  has  been 
found  to  answer  the  ^and  objects  to  which  this 
foree  ought  constitutionally  to  be  direct^.  I 
would  further  remark,  that  being  now  so  fully 
ingrafted  into-  our  State  codes,  and  forming  no 
inconsiderable  part  of  our  habits,  (I  «peak  more 
especially  of  the  Northern  States,)  no  small  in- 


convenience Would  resnU  to  the  commuoity  bf 
the  adopting  the  provisions  of  this  bilL 

it  is  not  unworthy  of  remark  that  the  classify- 
ing principle  of  this  bill  would  introduce  dotcI 
distinctions,  and  would  oppose  odious  and  op- 
pressive burdens  on  that  portion  of  our  citizens 
who  are  enrolled  in  the  militia.  And  who,  I  prtjr 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  the  militia  of  our  country  ? 
In  addition  to  the  duties  which  they  perform  as 
being  the  natural^uardians  of  our  rights  in  arms, 
they  are  the  sovereigns  of  this  country,  and  hold 
in  their  hands  the  Constitutional  jright  to  remori 
us  from  these  seats  whenever  the)r  please. 

I  add  once  more  that  the  classify  ing  principle 
which  forms  the  most  prominent  feature  of  this 
bill,  smells  too  strong  of  the  detestable  conscrip- 
tion of  the  French  Emperor  to  become  palatea- 
ble  to  our  own  countrymen.  Whatever  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  who  brought  in  this  bill 
(Mr.  Williams)  may  say  of  the  French  con- 
scription being  very  similar  to  our  code,  I  insist 
on  It  that  light  and  darkness  are  scarcely  mote 
unlike  than  the  practical  operations  of  those  two 

grinciples.  Is  it  possible  that  the  gentlemen  from 
louth  Carolina  can  see  no  difference  between  the 
equal  voluntary  service  pf  our  countrymen,  em- 
bodied to  defend  their  dearest  .rights,  or  to  enforct 
the  execution  of  our  laws,  and  the  in?oluDtary. 
detestable  service  to  which  all  the  youth  ot 
Fntnce  and  her  dependencies  are  subjected  by 
the  Booepartean  conscription  ?  Are  the  chaini 
and  hanacuffa  which  adorn  the  young  conscript 
on  his  march  from  his  father's  house  to  some 
military  depo^  in  France  to  be  conopared  with  the 
operation  of  our  militia  laws  in  this  free  Repub- 
lic ?  And  will  the  gentleman  venture  to  assert 
that  there  is  no  difference  between  the  Constito- 
tional  appropriate  service  of  our  militia,  and  the 
dreadful  prospects  preisented  to  the  conscripts  of 
France,  eh;iined  to  the  destinies  of  a  military  des- 
pot, and  obliged  to  pursue  the  objects  of  his  ambi- 
tion wherever,  and  against  whomsoever,  directed? 
Sir,  I  cannot  express  my  astonishment  wbea  I 
hear  such  remarks  made  within  ^hese  waUs,  nor 
will  I  cease  to  expose  and  reprobate  themsoloog 
as  I  have  a  aeat  on  this  floor.    , 

But  the  doctrine  which  I  wish  to  enforce  ii^ 
that  the  power  contained  in  thia  bill  is  not  war- 
ranted by  the  Constitution.  The  whole  power 
given  to  Copgress,  relative  to  this  point,  is  to 
provide  for  organizing  arming^  and  disdpMig 
the  miHtia.  Will  any  gentleman  say  that  aader 
this  provision  is  given  an  authority  to  class  the 
miliiia,  and  designate  particular  duties  to  be  pe^ 
formed  by  them  ?  If  powers  not  jjiven  are  seta- 
ally  retained,  then  shall  I  contend  that  this  power 
belongs  alone  to  the  States.  As  I  consider  the 
interference  of  the  General  Government  with  the 
State  authorities,  in  relation  to  the  militia,  to  be 
dangerous  in  the  extreme,  I  would  cautiously 
^uard  against  the  first  encroachments  upon  those 
important  rights. 

If  an  army  should  be  thus  formed  from  con- 
scripts, called  out  under  the  imposing  title  of  clas- 
sified militia,  it  would  be  an  army  unknown  to 
the.GoDauttttioa, .  Indeed,  as  the  case  might  be, 
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the  physical  force  of  the  States  might  be  so  dis- 
posed of,  as  that,  id  the  haqds  of  an  aspiring,  am- 
bitioiis  President,  the  liberties  of  this  coantry 
would  be  greatly  jeopardized.  Let  sach  a  Presi- 
dent have  power  to  call  those  conscripts  to  per- 
form military  duty  wherever  he  should  think 
proper,  I  beg  leave  to  inquire  what  should  pre- 
vent htm  from  destroying  your  liberties  by  the  aid 
of  bis  regular  troops?  Against  such  possible 
ertis,  I  wish  to  interpose  every  practical  check. 

Having  made  these  general  remarks,  I  will 
BovF  examine  some  of  the  sections  of  this  bill, 
and  dismiss  the  snbjeet* 

In  the  first  section  of  the  bill  an  authority  is 
^▼en  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  order 
OBt  the  minor  class,  or  any  part  of  it,  whenever  de- 
taehmeots  from  theitailitia  should  be  authorized. 
This  power,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  too  mat  for  met  to 
consent  to  give.  If  this  section  of  the  bill  should 
pass  in  its  present  form,  all, the  youth  "of  our 
country  from  ei^^teen  to  twenty-one  years  of 
age  would  be  placed  under  the  cbntriDil  of  the 
President,  whico,  I  am  persuaded,  the  Constitu- 
tion never  contemplated. 

The  seventh  section  provides  for  punishing  any 
officer  who  should  fail  to  perform  his  duty,  as  re- 
quired by  this  act,  by  cashiering,  or  mulcting,  or 
fining,  not  exceedifig  fifty  dollars.  I  utterly  ob- 
ject to  this  provision  because  no^uch  authority  is 
vested  in*  the  Gk^ieral  Qovernment,  nor  can  we 
interfere  with  ponishments  bjr  courts  m.artial,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  individual  States.  How, 
I  beg  leave  to.ask,  are  su<5h  courts  to  be  formed ; 
and,  in  case  of  fine,  by  what  process  is  the  money 
to  be  collected?  A  bare  mention  of  "these  diffi- 
culties, I  should  hope,  would  be  sufficient  to  show 
the  absurdity  of  the  provision. 

In  the  eighth  section  of  thi^  bill,  provision  is 
made  for  furnishing  every  militiaman,  who  shall 
arrive  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  with  a  stand 
of  arms.  To  the  principle  of  this  provision  I  do 
not  object ;  but,  as- 1  do  believe  this  method  of 
delivering  out  the  arms  is  more  ohjectionable 
than  that  which  is  provided  by  law,  I  pannot  con- 
sent to  this  alteration.  We  have  a  standing  law 
appropriating  $300,000  annually^  for  the  purchase 
of  arms,  which  direct^  the  distribution  of  the 
same  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States  and 
Territories,  for  the  Use  of  their  nailitiii ,-  and  under 
their  direction  I  wish  to  see  the  distribution  made. 
Id  fact,  I  wish  to  maintain  the  true  Constitutional 
character  of  our  militia,  as  belonging  to  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  not  as  militia  of^he  United 
States. 

In  the  same  section,  the  oath  required  to  be 
taken  before  the  stand  of  arms  can  be  delivered, 
as  the  case  may  be,  will  deprive  the  State  of  the 
service  of  one  of  her  citizens,  or  he  miist  perjure 
himself  to  obtain  the  stand.  No  provision  is 
made  where  arms  may  be  lost  in  battle,  or  by  any 
other  unavoidable  accident. 

I  have  strong  objections  to  other  sections  of 
this  bill,  panicularfy  to  the  eleventh  and  thir- 
teenth sections,  which'  I  will  leave  to  other  gen- 
tlemen who  may  follow  me. 

Although  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  accord  in 


any  measure  which  may  be  cAfeulated  to  perfect 
the  present  militia  system  of  the  ^  United  States, 
yet  I  cannot  consent  to  innovate  upon  any  of 
those  ^reat  principles  which  bind  the  services  of 
the  militia,  most  emphatically,  to  the  States  and 
Territories  in  which  they  reside.  I,  therefore, 
hope  the  bill  on  your  table  will  not  pass. 

Messrs/  CIcincv,  and  Law,  spoke  against  the 
bill  ;^  and  Messrs.  WiLLiAjas  and  Wright  in  fa- 
vor of  ie.  The  House  adjourned,  without  taking 
the  question  on  the  engrossment,  of  the  bill. 

Tuesday,  February  i. 

Mr.  Rhea  presented  to  the  House  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  •  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of 
the'  General  Assembly  of  that  State,  *'  recom- 
mending to  their  Senators  and  Repr/esentatives  in 
Congress' the  expediency  of  utipatating  for  the 
nearest  possible  route  for  a  wag[on  road  from 
Enozville  to  Augusta,  in  Georgia-through  the 
country  of  the  Cherokee  Indians."— Referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Se^^retary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  amount  of  de- 
posfties  of  publie  money  in  banks,  reported,  in 
part,  a  bill  repealing  the  tenth  section  or  (he  **Act 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  tHe 
United  Stales ;"  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next* 

.  Mr.  Lbwib,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
bill  further  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  reported  an  amendatory  bill ;  which 
was,  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursdajf  next. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House, a  letter 
from  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a^  statement  of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
eleventh  uttiu^o;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.. 

The  SpEAKsa  laid  before  the  House  another 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting two  statements  of  importations  in  Amer- 
ican and  foreign  vessels  for  one  year,  ending  the 
thirtieth  of  September.  1810 ;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  tne  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  name.  rank,  pay,  and  rations, 
of  each  commissioned  and  warrant  officer  of  the 
Navy,  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
twenty- third  vltiroo-;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  i\»  on^he  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^'to  promote 
the  progress  of  eciiince  and  useful  arts,  by  seear- 
ring,  for  a  limited  time,  to  the  inventors,  the  ex- 
clusive riff  ht' to  their  rwpective  discoveries;-*  in 
which  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 
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The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  supplemental  to  an  act  for 
raising,  for  a  limited  time,  a  military  force. 

Mr.  Williams  explained  the  object  of  this  bill 
to  be  to  provide  for  mounting  a  regiment  of  horse 
artillery,  directed  to  be  raised  by  a  law  of  1808. 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  making  further  appropriation 
for  the  defence  ol  our  maritime  frontier. 

The  blank  in  the  bill  for  the  appropriation,  was 
filled  with  a  million  of  dollars.  The  House  con- 
curred in  the  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  ascertaia  the  Western  boun- 
dary of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for  satisfying 
military  bounties  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Virginia  Continental  Line.  After  some  time 
spent  thereioj  the  Committee  rose  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  classing  and  arming  the  militia  of  the  United 
States.  The  question  was  on  the  bill's  going  to 
a  third  reading.  Messrs  Bigelow,  Moseley, 
Rhea,  and  Stdrges,  spoke  against  the  bill's  being 
engrossed ;  and  the  latter  gentleman  concluded 
his  observations,  by  a  motion  to  recommit  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Harper  proposed  to  amend  the  motion,  by 
adding  to  it,  *'  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  two 
separate  bills — one  for  classing,  the  other  for  arm- 
ing the  militia."  Mr.  Sturges  accepted  the 
amendment  as  a  part  of  the  motion. 

Messrs.  Harper,  Porter,  Rhea,  Gholson,  and 
WiDGERY,  expressed  themselves  in  favor  of  arm- 
ing the  militia,  but  not  of  classing  the  militia. 

Messrs.  Williams,  Macon,  and  Wright, 
(members  ofthe  committee  who  reported  the  bill,) 
opposed  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill.  They 
wished  the  sense  ofthe  House  to  be  taken  upon 
it,  without  further  loss  of  time;  but  if  the  House 
decided  in  favor  of  a  recommitment,  they  hoped 
the  bill  would  not  be  sent  back  to  theni,  as  they 
had  reported  such  a  bill  as  they  approved ;  and 
if  it  were  to  be  new- modelled,  they  wished  it  to 
ffo  to  those  gentlemen  who  had  expressed  so  much 
dissatisfaction  with  it,  though  they  believed  but 
few  of  them  would  vote  for  it  in  any  shape. 

The  motion  for  recommitment  was  lost,  there 
being  only  30  votes  for  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the-engross- 
ment  of  the  bill,  and  carried — yeas  62,  nays  59, 
as  follows : 

YiAB — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Ahdenion, 
Jobn  Baker,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Jaa. 
Breckcnridge,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  Wm. 
Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dins- 
moor,  Elias  Earle,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Isaiah  L.  Green^  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  Jacob  Huily,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  ,B.  Key,  Wil- 
liam R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  iiefever,  Joseph 
Lewii^  jr^  Peter  Little,  WiUialn  Lowndes,  Nathaniel 


Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  AithibaH 
McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  AriOiJ: 
Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  kitx.] 
New,  Thomas  Ncwbold,  Stephen  Ormiby,  Jos-jC 
Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William M. Richardson,  Hn^ 
M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Ehenrr: 
Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefe, 
John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Siiu  8ifi 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Im 
David  R.  Williams,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats — Stevenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacoi,  Bra 
Bard,  AbijahBigelow,  Harmanos  Bleecker,  Adia  M 
Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  BroWn,  William  Bcc 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chitteadea,  JobDf 
en  port,  junior,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  Ja 
Emott,  William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomu  GImIii 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edward  Gi^ 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneii 
Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  L«  ft 
Livingston,  Aaron  Lyle,  James  Milnor,  SamoelLMi 
chill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  WilU 
Piper  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  James  Plcasanti,JBii 
Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Pea 
Josiah'  Quincy,  William  Reed,  John  Rhea,  Jooifti 
Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammom,  kk 
Seybert,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Un  i 
Sturges,  George  Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ba>|d 
Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tomer,  Jan.,  P» 
VanCortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  WheaUm,  I.f60iiaidWb 
Robert  WhitehiU,  William  Widgery,  and  Tl* 
Wilson, 

The  bill  vims  ordered  to  be  read  a  thirdtiiei* 


Weonesoay,  February  4. 

Mr.  Bakek  presented  a  petition  of  saaii^is 
habitants  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  U^^ 
bia,  praying  permission  to  cat  a  canal  arou^^ 
western  end  of  the  causeway  between  Mtf^ 
Island  and  the  Virginia  shore  of  the  Pomm 
river,  and  also  Xo  cut  a  canal  betweeo  theft' 
land  and  Alexander's  Peninsula,  and  tbattMca 
poration  of  the  town  of  Alexandria  nufbesi 
thorized  to  levy  a  tax  upon  the  probertrorcii 
zens  of  the  town  to  execute  the  work.— WW 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Colaoi'^ 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoa«e  %^ 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  tbeSa 
of  Kentucky,  declaring  that  they  feel  decpl!,^ 
sible  of  the  continued  violations  of  our  Battn 
rights  by  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  ^ 
they  are  not  discontinued,  they  ought  to  be itG|t> 
with  the  whole  power  of  the  country;  twl^ 
in  the  event  of  a  war  with  either  ofthe  brOiff 
ems  of  Europe,  "  the  State  of  Kentucky  wiilf< 
tribute,  to  the  last  mite  of  her  resources,  to «« 
tain  the  contest  and  support  the  rights  of  tbea 
tion  against  such  lawless  violations." 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  JOfcthaJ« 
the  resolutions,  of  a  .limilar  nature,  passed  byj! 
Legislatures  or  the  Slates  of  Noah  CaroIinV' 
gin  la.  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  "d  bf J 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  sw^ 
public  meeting  in  the  State  ol  New  Jersey,  onwj 
to  be  referred  to  the  Coaunittee  on  Foreigai« 
lations.  ^ 

The  Sf BAKER  laid  before  the  House  t  pet^ 
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of  the  Sjnod  of  Kentucky,  praying  that  the  wails 
of  the  (7n^ted  States  may  not  be  carried  on  the 
Sabbath  day,  except  on  extraordinary  occasion^ 
Laid  00  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  promote  tbe  pro- 
gress of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  securing,  for 
t  limited  time,  to  the  inventors,  the  exclusive  ri^bt 
to  their  respective  discoveries,"  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Newtow,  Mr.  Gold,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr, 
Lowndes,  and  Mr.  Milnor,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  '*  An  act  to 
raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military 
force,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed^ 

THE  MILITIA. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplen^entairy  to  *^  An  act 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence 
by  estabHsbingan  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States,"  and  to  "  An  act  making  provision 
for  armiAg  and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,"  was  icead  the  third 
time;  and  oo  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  55,  nays 
56,  as  follows: 

Ybai — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  John 
Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  James 
Breckenridge,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chares, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
John  Dawson,  Samuel  Pinsmoor,  Xllias  Earle,  James 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hnffy,  Richard  M .  John- 
ton,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  Wiltiam  R.  King, 
Abatr  Laceck,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Peter  Litde,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  MeBryde,  Amnah  Metcal( 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Stephen  Onnsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Henry  M.  Ridgelyi 
8amael  Ringgofd,  John  Roane,  JSbeneser  8a^,  Ebeno- 
ler  8eaT«r,  John  Se^er,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey, 
John  Smilie,  Philip  Stuart,  SUas  Stow,  WiUiam  Strong, 
George  M.  Troup.  David  R.  Williams,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Robert  Wright 

^▲Ts — Stevenson  Archer,  Biekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  AhBah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleqker,  Adain  Boyd, 
Elijah  Bngham,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Epa- 
phroditufl  Champi(^,  Martin  Chittenden^  John  Daven* 
port,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  James  ^mott,  Wm. 
Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Ha wcs,  Joan  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.* 
Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liring8ton,Aaron  Lyle, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Hugh  Nelson.  Thomas  Newton,  William  Piper, 
Tunothy  Pitkin,  Jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  l9enjamin 
Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Willlan  Reed, 
John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Thos. 
Sammona,  Adam  S^bertt  George  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  Lewie  B.  Btmges,  Samuel  Taggart,  John 
Taliaferro,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Chariea  Tomer;  jr„ 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  Bobert  WhitehiU,  William  Widgaiy,  and  Thos. 
Wil^rn. 

[The  foUowinflrisan  abstract  of  the  a/gnments 
used  for  and  agamst  the-  bill. 
Thia  bill  provided  that  the  militia  should  be 


divided  into  three  classes,  viz :  Minor,  Juni ^  and 
Senior  Classes.  .  The  first  to  consist  of  youths 
over  eighteen  and  under  twenty-one  years ;  to  be 
called  out  for  three  months  at  a  time  only,  and 
within  their  own  State;  the  second,  to  consist.of 
citizens  over  twenty-one  and  under  thirty-one 
years  age,  to  be  em§loyed.for  twelve  months  at  a 
time,  in  any  manner  in  which  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  direct ;  and  the  last  to 
consist  of  citizens  oyer  thirty*oneajKl  under  forty-  * 
five  years  of  age,  liable  to  be  called  out  for  six 
months  at  a  time,  in  the  State  ip  which  they  live, 
or  an  adjoining  State.  The  bill  also  provides 
that  every ^outh  ariiying  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
shall  be  provided  with  a  stand  of  arms  at  the  ex- 
pense of  ihe  GK>vernmeot. 

This  bill  Was  supported  by  Messrs.  D..R.  WiL- 
LiA|i8,  Macon,  Wrigbt,  Stow,  Rakdolph  and 
SmbiB,  on  the  following  grounds..  In  behalf  of 
the  classification,  it  was  said^  that  in  oonsidermtion 
of  youths  from  eighteen  to  twenty-one  being  gen- 
erally engaged  ii^  either  obtaining  an  education, 
or  in  learning  some  trafde  or  profession  to  fit  them 
for  future  usefulness  in  life,  they  had  laid  the  bur- 
den of  military  service- lightly  on  them,  and  con- 
fined them  within  a  moderate  distance  from  their 
homes :  That  on  the  n^xtclass,  consisting  of  ciri- 
zens  in  the  prime  of  life,  considering  them  as  being 
possessed  of  the  great  physical  strength  and  spirit 
of  the  community,  they  had  laid  the  heaviest  bur- 
den of  duty,  though  i\o  more,  than  every  citizen 
is  at'present  liable  to.be  called  upon  to  perform  : 
.  On  the  senior  class,  they  imposed  a  lighter  duty, 
because  they  consider  them  i^  being  more  neces- 
sary at  home,  and  as  being  less  able  to  sustain  ser- 
vice than  the  persons  composing  the  second  class. 
Though  at  first  view,  it  might  appear  that  the  ser- 
vice was  unequal,  yet  it  was  stated  that  if  it  were 
considered  that  every  man  who  lived  to  be  of  the; 
age  of  forty-five,  would  pass  through  all  the  das- 
ses,  it  would,  in  the  end,  be  a  perfect  system  of 
eqfuality,and  considerably  lessen  the  present  bnr- 
,den  of  militia  service,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
would  afibrd  to  the  country  its  most  efficient  force 
whenever  it  should  be  necessary  to  call  out  the 
militia;  and  though  one-third  only  of  the  whole 
nnmber  of  ci^i^ens  Hable  to  do  militia  duty,  eonld 
be  called  out  to  any  eonslderable  distance  from 
home,  yet,  from  ou?  increased  population,  it  was 
argaed,  this  would  be  a  greater  force  than  the 
Government  could  possibly  want  for  any  distant 
service;  and  the  minor  and  senior  ejasses  woold 
be  always  read^  to  perform  the  service  in  their 
own  ana  adjoining  State.  .  Under  this  arrange- 
ment, it  was  said,  everv  citizen  would  know  the 
Vind  of  service  which  ne  was  liable  to  be  called 
upon  to  perform,  and  would  have  satisfaction  in 
passing  from  one  class  to  another,  until  he  arrived 
at  that  age,  which  exempted  him  from  militia 
service. 

.  This  arraagement,  it  was  contended,  would  have 
no  visible;  o)>eration  upon  the  militia,  until  they 
became  detached  for  the  service  of  the  United 
StateSf  in  consequence  of  a  call  from  the  Presi- 
dent, in  conformity  wit^h  a  law  of  Congress;  as 
aU  that  this  bill  requires  while  the  militia  remains 
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ftt  l^the,  is,  that  the  returnio^  officer  shall  make 
three  cDlumns  ia  his  return,  instead  of  one,  ood- 
tainiog  an  aeoonntoftbe  number  of  men  there 
are  in  ench  of  the  classes,  instend  of  returning  the 
whole  in  one  column,  as  at  present. 

This  kind  df  classification  would  do  away  the 
kiconveniences,  which  are  %^ays  experienced  io 
ad  army,  by  having  young  and  old  men  in  the 
same  ranks — from  having  the  father  and  son  on 
the  same  battle  ground.  Every  ezpedeneed  offi- 
cer, every  man,  miiBt  know,  that  old  and  young 
men  cannot  sustain  the  same  fatigue  id  marohiag 
and  other  service ;  as  a  proof  of  this,  it  was  asked, 
if  «n  officer  would  not  always  prefer  an  army  of 
men,  from  the  ages  of  twenty*one  to  thirty-one, 
to  one  composed  of  men  of  all  ages  from  eightcten 
to  forty-five?  It  was  added  that  n^ost  of  the  eel- 
ebrtty-'whicb  had  been  obtained  by  the  BUnperor 
of  France,  as  a  warrior,  had  been  owing  to  this- 
mode  of  drawing  out  the  strength  and  i^nd-  flower 
of  the' population  of  the  country,  in  preference  to 
the  old  mode  of  mixing  all  ag^s  together. 

It  was  further  urged,  that  this  classification 
must  be  agreeable  to  the  citizens  themselves  who 
compose  the  different  classes  ^  sks  men  of  nearly 
the  sam^  age  would  be  more  likely  to  be  pleased 
with  each  other's  company,  by  having  similar 
turns  of  thought  and  inclination  ;  that  stronger  at- 
tachments were  more  likely  to  be  formed  amongst 
men  of  the  same  a^e,  and  pursuits,  than  could  be 
made  where  the  disparity  of  age  was  greater — 
that  the  habits  and  dispositions  of  the  old  and  the 
-young  ne^er  actMrordeq  well  together.  That  this 
classincatioii  would  certainlv  tend  to  render  the 
militia  more  effective;  would  comply  with  the 
first  and  last  injunctions  of  the  great  Father  of 
bis  Country,  General  "Washington  ;  and  in  pro- 
portion as  the  inintia  system  was  imprcrved,  in 
the  same  degree  would  a  standing  army  become 
unnecessary.      ^ 

;  In  favor  of  arming  the  militia,  it  was  said,  that 
it  having  been  provided  by  the  Constitution,  ''the 
right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall 
not  be  infringed,"  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
provide  th^ ;  as^  if  it  were  left  to  the  people 
themselves,  experience  had  shown,  that  some  cit- 
izens will  provide  themselves  with  arras,  and 
some  will  not,  and  that  those  which  they  get  wjU 
be  of  various  sizes  and  qualities,  unflt  fbr  military 
service,  wherie  all  the  qouskets  ought  to  be  of  pre- 
cisely the  same  calibre.  Besides,  that  4his  mode 
of  procuring  arms' operates  rery  unequally^as  it 
lays  the  same  burden  on  the  poor  as  on  the  ricn— 
is  a  kind  of  poll  tax,  the  most  oppressive  of  all 
others.  For  surely  nothing  can  be  more  uufust, 
than  that  the  poor  man,  who,  if  there  be  any  fight- 
ing, will  have  to  do  it,  should  be  forced  to  purchase 
himself  arms,  when,  perhaps,  be  finds  rreat  dif- 
ficulty to  procure  bread  for  himself  and  familv, 
whilst  the  rich  man,  who  can  always  hire  a  sub- 
stitute to  fight  for  him,  is  called  upon  to  do.no 
more,  in  the  way  of  tax,  than  his  poor  neighbor. 
The  injustice  or  this  is  so  glaring,  that  the  law, 
in  many  parts  of  the  country  has  not  been  tom- 
^lied  with. 
In  coiisequeilce  of  this  unequal  tax  atid  because 


the  arms  cannot,  in  some  parts  of  the  country  be 
procured,  the  militia  are,  m  certain  parts  of  the 
United  States,  pajrtioularly  in  the  Middle  and 
Southern  States,  very  imperfectly  armed.  Some 
of  the  State  Legislatures  have  endeavored  to 
remedy  this  defect,  by  manufacturing  or  purchat- 
inff  arms,  and  loaning  them  to  the  militiameo, 
eitner  by  putting  them  into  their  hands  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  or  by  pliaicing  them  in  armories,  and 
banding  them  out  occasionally  when  want^.  lo 
both  which  cases  inconvenience  had  been  expe- 
rienced. Where  the  arms  were  put  into  the  bandt 
of  the  individuals,  manv  of  theai  were  lost  or 
disposed  of;  and  when  they  Were  kept  in  depots, 
many  were  spoiled  or  greatly  injured  by  rost. 

This  bill.  It  was  stated,  was  calcuUted  to  do 
awa^  all  these  difficulties  and  inconveniences^  by 
puttrpg  suitable  arms  into  the  bauds  of  every  free, 
white  young  man  ia  the  United  States,  whea  be 
arrives  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  at  the  public 
expense ;  ^o  that,  bv  deerees,  the  whole  nation 
would  become  armed.  The  idea  of  armiog  the 
nation  at  the  public  expense  was  not  new ;  it  bad 
beeen  acted  upoii  in  the  year  1808.  bv  passings 
law,  appropriating  $200,000  annually  tor  the  pur- 
chase of  arms,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executives  of  the  several  States,  in  proportion  to 
the  population  of  each,  to  be  distributed  by  them 
amongst  the  militiamen,  or  kept  in  armories,  as 
they  might  Judge  most  expedient.  Thisi  appro- 
priation, however,  was  inadequate  to  the  object; 
nor  was  the  mode  (ff  distribution  approved. 

This  bill,  therefore,  proposed  originally  to  ap- 
propriate $400,000.  annually,  in.  addition  to  tbe 
former  appropriation  ^but  in  the  course  of  the  de 
bate  $400,000  was  stricken  out  and  $200,000  io- 
sorted )  for  the  same  object,  but  instead  of  placiii; 
the  arms  at  the  disposition  of  tile  several  Suie 
Qovernments,  it  proposed  to  place  them  imm^ 
dtatelyjn  the  hands  of  the  mriiitiamen  themselres. 
And  as  the  plan  embraced  the  whole  United 
States,  it  would  make  no  difference,  whether  a 
man  who  received  these  arms  continue  to  reside 
in  the  same  place,  or  removed  to  another— whet- 
erer  he  went,  within  the  United  Blates,  the  arms 
would  be  equally  useful  for  the  public  service. 

It' was  believed,  titat  by  placing  the  arms  in  the 
hands  of  the  citizens  themselves,  they  would  con- 
sider them  as  their  property,  and  take  care  of  them 
as  such ;  and  they  would  become  better  acqaaioted 
with  the  use  of  them  than  if  (hey  were  only  pot 
into  their  hands  occasionally.  Besides,  it  would 
be  more  strictly  complying  with  the  Coosiito- 
tional  provision,  ^*  that  the  right  of  the  people  to 
bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed."  Having  ibem 
in  possession,  they  would  be  ready  for  any  eme^ 
gency  which  might  occur. 

It  was  supooaed  that  frOm  fifty  to  sixty  thou- 
sand stfind  of  arms  would  be  wanted  anaaaliy  j 
the  procuring  of  which,  it  was  believed,  wooid 
be  attended  with  no  difficulty,  as  within  the  last 
yea^  there  hAd  been  manufactured  at  private  naan- 
ufactories,  within  the  United  States,  about  thirty 
thousand  stands,  which,  by  holding  out  proper 
encouragement  to  the  manufacturers,  it  was  sop- 
posed,  might  be  doubled.    Qoverourent  had  made 
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ibout  ihirrjr  thousand  staDds  aoouafll^  at  the 
miDofactory  at  Harper's  Ferfy,  wjiich,  bjr  proper 
ezertioas,  might  probahljF}  also,  be  doubled;  so 
that  the  arms  waoted,  if  this  bill  passed  into  a 
law,  might  be  ffot  from  either  soul^ce.  And  when 
the  nation  shall  be  thus  armed,  said  the  adroeates 
of  this  bjlL  who  ^nrili  ^are  to  molest  us  ?  The 
couotrjr  will  besafe  from  any  enemy  within  or 
without.  The  Qovern meat  would  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  a  atandijag  army,  or  from  ah  ambi- 
tious military  chief.  A  well-informed  people, 
Qoderstandiag  their  rights,  with  j^rms  in  their 
hands,  cannot  be  subduedi  They.aK  invulnera- 
ble. And  being  the  real  sovereigns  of  ihk  coun- 
Uy,  Goverameat  has  nbthing  to  feiit  from  them, 
because  the  GQvernment  is,  and  wilji  be,  at  all 
times,  what  they  please  to  make  it. 

Reference  was  had,  as  an  illustration  of  the 
efficiency  of  an  armed  people,  to  ,the  capture  of 
Bareovne,  by  the  people  of,  New  EngUnd,'and 
luafl  the  other  acts  of  bravery  of  the  Revolution. 
Qire  the  people  but  arms,  said  they,  and  the  Re- 
public is  safe. 

The  paasaffe  of  this  bill  was  opposed  by  Messra. 
MiTCHitL,    BoTD,    Pitkin,  Tnelson,  Fii^dley, 
Tallnadgb,  Law,  Qoinct,  Biqelow,  Moscley, 
Rbba,  STURoaa,  Fotter,  and  ^Vidqert,  princi- 
pally oa  accQuni  of  the  classification.    Several 
of  theie  ge;ntlemeQ  ei pressed  .a  willingness  to 
rote  for  arming  the  militia^  if  that  was  presented 
to  them  in  a»  separate  bil| ;  .and  an  aosiie<;essful 
attempt  was  made.bn  motion' of  Mr.  Nelson,  to 
recoouDit  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  amending  it. 
The  objectioas  made  to  the  classi^catioo  were,' 
that  it  threw  too  great  a  burden  on  that  portion 
of  citizens  who  are  -between  the  ages  of  twenty- 
ooe  and  thirly-one  j  that  citizens  in  good  health, 
fromeighteea  to  tw«ntv-one,  and  from  thirty-ope 
to  forty-five,  are  as  able  to  perform  militia  duty 
as  any  others;  that  this  classification  would  les- 
sen the  effective  streoffth  pf  thcf  country.    It  was 
coQtended  that  it-would  break  in  apon  the  settled 
babiuof  the  pepple^and  derange  all  their  present 
plans,  with  which  they  ^re  very  ^ell  satisfied. 
That  in  the  Baatern  States,  especially,  the  militia 
tie  not  only  anoed,  but  well  diaeipUned.  and  will 
not  approve  of  such  a  change  as  is  proposed,    h 
waa  said,  th^t  this  classification  was  calculated 
to  produce  bickerings  and  dissatisfaction  amoa£ 
the  people,,  by  beingdlvided,  some  into  t  favored, 
and  others  into  anr  ovetbordened  class.   That tliev 
wouki  DOC  see  the  justice  of  such  a  division.  .A 
man.  a  few  months  elder  or.  younger  than  his 
aeighbor,  with  whom  he  had  been  used  to^  Mr- 
form  equal  burdeB»,  would  not  like  to  be  called 
out  for  twelve  months,  and  seAt  wherever  the 
President  miffht  direct,  while  his  more  fortunate 
neighbor,  if  older.  Would  be  subjeoi  only  to  a  six 
months'  tour  in  his  owti,  or. an  adjoining  State ; 
or,  if  younger,  subject  only  to  a  three  months' 
tour  in  his  own  State.    It  would  not  satisfy  him 
to  be  told,  that  when  he  arrived  at  the  age  6( 
thirty-oue,  he  would  abo  be  lb  a  more  favored 
class.    That  time  might  never  arrive  to  htm,  or 
it  might  arrive  when  his  service  would  be  no 
ioager  wanted. 

12th  CoK.  IstSESs.— 33 


It  was  objected, agaiust  this  plan  of  classifica- 
tion, and  calling  out  one  description  qf  ciiizJos  to 
the  exclusion  of  others,  that  it  had  too  much  re- 
semblance to  the  conscriptions  of  .the  Emperor 
of  France,  which  were  too  odious  to  be  imitated 
by  the  freemen  of  Uii?  country. 

It  was  (louhted  by  some  (by  Mr.  Mitcuill  par- 
ticularly) whether  ft  might  not  be  rather  a  dis- 
advantage than  an  advantage,  to  divide  the  youths 
and  the  elderly  citizens  from  the  junior  elass.  It 
was  thought  to  be  An  advantage  to  the  youth  to 
asspciatc  with  men  of  experience,  part  of  whooi 
might  have  seen  sooje  military  service,  and  be 
able  to  give  valuable  laatructions  to  their  young 
friends,  not  only  in  their'  military  duty,  ^but  in 
taking  c^reof  their  health,  their  persons,  dbc. 
That  much  misotiiel^  might  ensue  froooi  youths 
being  encamped  together,  without  any  persons  Of 
riper  age.to  restrain  the  thougtitless  levities  inci- 
dent to  that  season  bf  life.  ' 

It  was.  contended,  that  this  biU  proposed  no 
improvement  to  the  militia  system ;  it  contained 
no  provisions  fot  producing  anjr  better  discipline 
than  at  present  exists.  The  objectors,  therefore, 
s{(w  no  u«e  in  passing  the  bill. 

With,  respect  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
weni  to  arming  the  militia,  it  was  stated  to  he 
unnecessary  for  the  Eastern  States,  as  the  militia 
wei-e  already  well  arm^d,  and  that  young  men, 
when  they  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  would 
provide  themselves  with  a^ms^  as  their  fathers 
had  done  before  them.   . 

This  provision  was  said  to  be  unnecessary  on 
another  ground.  A  law  had  been  passed  by  Con- 
gress in  1808,  appropriating  f^0,000  annually  ■ 
lor  the  pulrchase  of  arqis,  fqc  the  purpose  of  arm- 
.ing  tlte  militia.  Six  hundred  thousand  dpllacs 
have  therefore  alreadybeea  appropriated  for  this 
purpose.  By  this  law,  it  is  provided^  that  the 
arms  sbair  be  distributed  to  the  Blxecutives  of  the 
several.  States,  agreeably  to  their  respective  pop- 
ulc^tioo,  fo  be  by  them  disposed  of  aa  they  judge 
proper  Stand  this  mode  of  disposing  ot  the  arms 
was  thought  to  be  far  preferable  to  the  mode  pro- 
posed in  the  present  bill.  If  the  arms  be  put  into 
the  hands  of^  Individuals.  Government  may  caJU 
culale;  upon  a  loss  of  at  least  ten  per  cent.  Anqu- 
allv. 

it  was  contended  that  t|ie  arms  for  which  it  is 
now  proposed  to  appropriate. money,  wilt  be  of 
no  u^e  in  the  present  contest.  They  are  to  he 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  jrouths  of  ^ghteen,  who 
are  to  stay  at  home.  It  will  be  some  years,  there- 
fore, before  any  oqasiderable  number  of  tae  arms 
would  be  t)rought  into*  use* 

-It  was  said  thai  th^i  appropriation  would  be 
altogether  unnecessary,  it  the  citizens  of  other 
parts  of  the  Uniteci  States  had  complied  with  the 
laws  of  Congresses  punctually  as  the  people  to 
the  Eastwani  had  done;  but,  if  this  bill  were 
passed,  no  man  would  hereafter  think  of  pur- 
chasing his  own  arms.  All  ^onld  look  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  for  a  supply  | 
and  though  the  appropriation  for  the  present  be 
reduced  to  $300,000,  as  it  is  provided  that  every 
youth  arriving  at  t|ie  age  of  eighteen  years  shaU 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1027 


HIST6IIY  OF  CONGEESS. 


10i8 


H.  OF  R. 


The  Militia, 


FEBlCiLRT,  1812. 


bare  arms  put  into  bis  bandS)  the  appropriatioD 
must  hereafter  be  made  cQjximensurate  with  the 
object:  *  ' 

Many  objections  were  *  made  to  the  details  of 
the  bill,  respecting  the  regulatioris  which  were 
thought  necessary  by  the  Military  Committee, 
for  preserving  the  arnw  within  the  States',  by 
means  of  fines,  &c.  It  was  doubted  whether 
Congress  bad  a  right  to  impose  fines  on  the  mili- 
tia while  remaining  toi  the  States  to  which  they 
respectively  belong.  The  phrase  '^'militilof  the^ 
United  St&tes,'^  was  objected  to.  It  was  <5o6- 
tended  that  the  miHtta  was  the  ^'mllitia.of  the- 
aeveral  States,"  until,  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  Bmtes.    .       * 

Mr.  PindlbV's  remarks  were' as  follows  < 

Mr.  F.  said  that  he  had  rvoted  against  the 
motion  for  strikipg  out  the*^  first  section  oj(  the  bill 
in  order  to^ive  nn  opportunity  to  those  who  sup- 
ported it,  alid  for  wnose  opiiiion^  be  had  great 
respect,  to  tpakesuch  ah.e rations  and  amendments 
as  the  House  itff ght  approve  of,  he  having  long 
wished  for  such  an  improvement  of  the^  militia 
a#  would  ^ve  it'a  more  powerFial  impression 
without  rendering  it  more  birrden«K}me ;  but,  after 
all  the  jimendments  that  had  been,  made  to  the 
bill,  it  still  ap]ieared  to  him  that  this  bill  essen- 
tially'deraf>gea  the  old  established  militia  system 
wilbout  «n  equivalent  advantage.  It  does  not 
improve  the  discipline.  It  does  npt  provide  for 
strengthening  the  impression  of  the  militia  on 
any  emergency,  but  weakens  it.  It  increases  the 
iblequality  of  the  unavoidable  btirden  of  militia 
duty,  and  increases  the  service  and  the  labor  of 
(he  returning  offif^ers  without  an  jec^uivalent. ' 

Mr.  F.  said  be  bad  been  acquainted  with  militia 
service  when  it  was  much  called  on,  and  ccMiId 
Ro^  be  dispensed  with.  He  had  served  in  the 
militia  along  with  men  fiftV-^years  of  age,  and 
with  boys  of  sixteen,  affreeablv  to  the  law  then 
taisting,  and  did  not  find  that  the  eldest  failed  in 
their  dtity  from  age,  nor  the  youngest  from  their 
youth,  except  that  he  observed  that  the  yoctng 
'  were  more  liable  to  diseases  whed  they  were 
prevalent  in  camp;  but  the  existing  militia  law 
•bliges  none  above  forty-five  year^,  nor  under 
«tgfafeerD,  und  within  those  ages  all  healthy  sound 
men  are  capable  of  militia  service.  In  ease  of 
war — a-  case  for  which  We  are  now -providing — 
the  militia  are  liable  to  sudden  calls  on  emer- 
l^ncies  which  require  the  strongest  possible  united 
impreesieta,  but  the  bill  before  the  House  weakens 
that  united  impression  by  more  than  the  half. 
Of  twenty-seven  years  of  buman  life  by  law  de- 
voted to  militia  service,  by  the  bill  before  the 
House,  seven  years  of  the  above  are  to  be  ex- 
;  ckided  from  making  such  impression,  for  though 
thev  still  are.subject  to  militia  duty,  it  is  under 
suctt  provisos  and  irmtiations  as  in  many  instances 
must  prevent  an  united  impression  without  tb^ 
least  imprx>vement  in  discipline.  A  militia  classed 
by  different  ages  has  been  long  recommended  by 
very  respectable  authority.  It  was  recommended 
by  the  old  Congress-  to  the  State  Legistatures, 
accompanied  with  a  plan  digested   by  Baron 


General  WASH^NOtON's  Presidency,  and  hasbetn 
dfecussed  by  Congress  during  every  sueceedili; 
Administration;  but  the  plan, as  he  recollectfed it, 
provided  that  young  men  from  eighteen  totwentjr- 
five  yeirs  of  age  should  be  formed  into  a  select 
corps,  and  thal.^or  the  purpose  of  discipline,  they 
should,  with  their  respective  officers,  do  caiop 
duty  during  three  months,  annually,  at  the  poblic 
expeirse,  and  afterwards  to  be  free  from  militia 
duty,  except  in  actual  service.  Agreeably  to  this 
plan  the  militia  wbuld  in  due  time  have  beeb  ill 
equal  to  veteran^  soldiers  with  respect  to  theia- 

Kortant  acquisition  of  discipline,  but  the  preseit 
ilF  provides  for  no  advantage  ill  di^ipline.  All 
the  classes  on  the  proposed  system  are  to  remiin 
equally  undisciplined.  The  systems  formerly  pro- 
posed were  rejected)  among  other  reasons,  be- 
cause, by  putting  young  men  in  a-sgwrate'corps, 
without  jnixtOre  of  naen  of  more  oonfirmed  habits, 
th*y  would  ^probably  fall  Into  habits  of  diisipi- 
tion,  &c.  The  proposed  system  is  still  »a  modi 
more  objectionable  ou  that  ground  as  that  when 
they  are  called  into  actual  service  they  will  con- 
tain a  less  portioa.of  then  of  years  df  discretion 
and  experience.    Thfey  will  be  all  hoys. 

Militia  law*  are  o^  such^a  nature  as  that  it » 
i^pracHoable  to  render  the  burden  perfectlyeqiuL 
All  able-bodied  men  must  render  personal  serf  lee 
in  the  public  defence,  whether  they  are  rich  or 
poor,  married  or  single.  This  is  the  nature  of  tU 
conscribtions,  by  whatever  names  ihey  may  be 
called  Iff  different  nations.'  The  further  thwe 
conscripiions  extend  over  the  maSs  of  society, the 
law  approaches  the  nearer  to  equal  justice.  It 
is  much  more,  unjust  to  lay  the  whole  burden  of 
general  effective  service  on  those  alone  between 
twettyrone  and  thirty-one  years  of  age,  than  on 
all  those,able  to«erve  between  eighteen  aod  fory- 
five  ycars,.becauie  in  the  latter  case  it  will  b<  w- 
vid^  atpong  a  much  greater  aumber,  and, conse- 
quently, be  the  easier  borne.  The  restrictiooi  m 
the  proposed  ^stem  which  go  tp  prevent  one  wr- 
tipn  of  thp  militia  frovi  being  marehed  out  oft" 
State,  and  thetftrgest  portion  firoqi  heingiWrcWfl 
further  than  the  next  adjoining  Bute,  |ni|hi  de- 
stroy the  impression  thH  ought  to  be  made  lasone 
very  Improbable  emergeacie*.    • 

It  is  proffer,  howtsver,  to  examine  the  supensr 
advantages  that  are  contained  in  the  propwj 
system  to  counterbalance  the  abore-mentionw 
detects.  The  increased  lengdi  of  time  forttj 
togr  of  rfctiial  service,  Mr.  F.  said,  ^«  *  ^ 
essentmi  advantage.  Of  this  he  had  had  so  mw» 
experience  as,  to  his  own  cottvnrtioH.  amoastefl  »» 
demonsiratiod.  The  usi|al  tour  of  actual  sern^ 
during  the  Revolutionary  war  was  only  iw» 
months;  the  «nemy  always  watched  the  clianga 
and- took  advantage  of  theal;  this,  to  his  o« 
knowledge,  occasioned  the  loss  of  many  arw, 
'^nd  also  prevented  the  undcrtoking  W  manr  »■" 
«ortant  enterprises.  He  said  he  had  served  ww 
the  militia  in  a  tour  of  five  months  in  thcmo« 
doubtful  period  of  the  war,  and  if  not  theinw* 
arduous  campaign  in  which  the  createst  pnw- 
tions  were  suffered,  it  was  at  least  the  most  sicuj 


accompanied  wiin  a  pian  aigesieo    ny  isaron    iions  were  sunereu,  ii  w»»  iw  t«a*  i^*- •-— ;  -     •/ 
fiteiAen.    It  was  brought  before  Congress  during  I  and  moruL    It  was  In  the  Fall  and  Winter  ^ 
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1776,  and  durieg  that  serrice  he  knew  of  no  de- 
sertion  nor  anxiety  to  leaTV  the  service  no  til  they 
had  served  out  the  time  for  which  they  had  en- 
gaged; hat  after  that,  nothinjg  coald  induce  them 
to  coo  tin  ue  longer.  '  ;    ^ 

In  a  two  months'  tout,  in  which  he  afterwards^ 
bore  a  part,  and  ar  the  commencement  of  which 
they  suffered  a  considerable  l^s  of  roen^  they 
served  out  an  actiVe  tour  with  cheerfulness,  but 
when  that  wasdoneali  the  influence  of  >t  popu- 
lar commanding  officer,  assisted  by  other  officers, 
coald  not  induce  them  to/continue  a  few  days 
longer.  They  said  that  they  h^d  cheerfully  risked 
erery  daijger,  in^hich  many  of  their  numbenff 
hid  been  killed  or  taken  prisoners,  but  th&t  U 
would  be  tempti^  Providence  t9  (}o  more  than^ 
tha  law  made  their  duly. 

Their  tour  of  service  should*  be  for  the  cam- 
paign, but  they  ought  to  b^  paid  a  fult equivalent 
for  their  loss  of  laiK>r  at  home;  by  doine  thi^  the 

J>ublic  would  be  gainers  compared  Vfiui  paying 
or  their  travelling  to  camp  and  returning  home 
agaiii  every  two  months  as  formerly,  and  the  un- 
certainty of  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  camp. 

Mr.  F.  fiaid  he  had  always  been  solicitous  to 
have  the  whole  body  of  the 'militia  afmed,  bat 
had  always  wished  to  .have  this  dotie  under  the 
authority  of  the  respective  States,  and  that  t^e 
arms  should  be  the  property  of  those  who  used 
them.    With  this  view  he  had  opposed  a  resolu- 
tion proposed  in  the  second  Congre^  for  arming 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States.    He  ha.d. 
thought  that  every  citizen  possessing  his  own 
arms  was  tl^e  greatest  security  of  Republicanism, 
but  the  hopes  of  this  taking  place,  even  in  his 
own  State,  bavipg  been  so  long  disappointed,  hie 
was  willing  nowthat  they  should  t^e  armed  by 
the  Unfted  States  rather, than  be  unarmed.    Th^ 
honorable  member  from  South  Carolina^  (Mr. 
WiLLiAH«:)  yesterday,  seemed  to  tak^  what  the 
honorably  member  from.Coonebticut  (Mr.  Pit- 
kin) said,  respecting  the  Stptes  liot  arctiing  their 
miliiia,  anaisQ,  and  as  applipable  solely  to  the 
Soothern  States.    Mr.  F.  said,  that  ha  took  it  as 
applicabljB  to  Pennsylvania  as  much  as  any  other 
State.    He  was  not,  however,,  offended  at  what 
had  been  said,  but  was  sorry  and  ashamed  that 
the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  were  liut  partially 
armed.     The  measures  about  which  Congress 
have  been  and  ^re  enzaged,  being, professedly  ibr 
war^  the  arming  pf  the  militia  proposed  by  the 
bill  could  have  no  relation  to  war,  because  these 
arms  could  not  on  that  plan  be  employed  iii  war 
till  after  a  number  of  years  passed  and  added 
nothing  to  the  present  defence  of  the  nation^; 
therefore,  from  conviction. of  its  impropriety,  he 
must  vote  against  engrossing  the  bill,  but  hoped 
another  short  bill  would  be  brought  forward  pre- 
scribing the  tours  of  service  and  providing  for 
arming  the  militia  to  be  employed.  . " 

MARITIME  DBFfiKCE.    •     :    ) 
The  hill  making  a  filrtber  appropriation  for  the 
defence  of  our  maritime  frontier^  was  read  the 
third  time ;  and,  on'the  question  "l^hall  the  hill 
pass  to  its  third  reading  ?'' 


Mr.  B.  HXll  called  the  yeasi^nd  nays  upon  the 
question.  He  stated  that  he  had  two'objections 
to  the  passage  of  thb  bill  ^  the  ot%  was^  that  the 
<»bjects  on  which  the  expenditores  were  to  be 
o^ade  wer«  not  specified  $  the  other  was,  that,  in 
our  Resent  circumatanoesy  it  would  be  improper, 
in  hu)  opinio^  to  appropriate  so  large  a  «am  of 
money  a^  a  piiilion  of  dollars^  to  be  etpeaded  ,ac 
the  disccetioB  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  H^ 
ihoug.ht  the  mo^ey  could  be  more  usefully  em- 
ployeif.  ,       ^      * 

Mr.  Eb^  also  spoke  against  the  passage  of  tha 
bill.  .       , 

k  wais  defeoMJed  by  Mensrs.  Cbevbs,  Mitgbill, 
Tallmh^ob,  'Pott£b,  WaiQHTy  SasFrBT,  aad 
WiDOERT,  wba  stated  that  the  appropriation  was 
called  for  by  the  proper  aOt^orHy;.  that  Netr 
York  and  Rhode  Islaad  had  .been  mentioned  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  as  requlrii^  a  pact  of  tha 
.ej^peoditure,  bat  that.  th«  anpropriation  waa  ki- 
t^nded  to  be  M\  at  large,  to. he  uaed  a&  the  Presi- 
de of  the  United  "States  qiight  think  proper,  and 
according  to  existing  cireumstanees ;  that  it  waa 
impossible^  at  this  time,  to  fgjf^see  what  might  be 
accessary  in  this  respect;  and  that  the  Presldeal, . 
who.is  intrusted  with  the  use  of  the  military  (brce 
of  the  country,  might  very  well  be.  intrusted  with 
the  e;[penditureof  this  money,  or  any  part  of  it,  on 
such  fortifications  as  he  might  deem  it  necessary 
ta erector  repair.. 

The  question  oa  the  passage  «f  ihe  bill  waff  car- 
ried— yeas  88,  nayjs  25,  as  follows :  • 

'SIas— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Andenon,  Stevp 
ensop  Archer,  Csetdel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Burwell 
Bsiwstt,  Wniimm  W.  Bibb„Abijah  Bigeldw,  Harmkntts 
Bleiecker,  James  Breckenridge,  BUjah  Brigham,  John 
CCalhonttKSpa^hreditaa  Ohampi^  Langdon  Chsves, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  jr.» 
John  DawMHi,  Samuel  pinsmoor,  EUas  Earle,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James  Fiik,  Asa 
Fitch,  >feshack  Franklin^  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Peterson  Qoodwyn,  -Eldwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L. 
Oceen,'  FeCx  Gmndy,  John  A.  Harjper,  Aylett  Hawes^ 
mehard  Jaok#on,  jun.,  WUtiaok  R.  King;  Abner  La- 
eocfc,  Lymaa 'Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Peter  Little,  Rsbed  Le  Roy  Unogston,  William 
tpwndes,  Thomas  Moore,  Arohibald  McBiyde,  ITO- 
liam  McCoy,  Amnak  MeCeal^  James  MUnar,  Samasl 
JU'  Mitehilt,  Jeiemtafa  Hpifow,  Jonathan  O.  Msssley» 
Hugh  NehK>n,  Thomas  NsWton,  8tep|i«a  Orauby. 
Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  Jan.,  BenjaaiB  Pond» 
Elishs  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qoinsj*  J?hii  BsDdsirik, 
William  Reed,  WiUiam.  M.  Richardson,  Heaiy  M. 
Ridgely,  John  Boane»  Jonathan  Roberts,  BbensierSsfl^s, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Adam  S^bert,  Dsnasl 
Sheffey,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  StoaH, 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Bea* 
jamin  TaMmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Pierre,  Van  Cortlandt^jr.,  Laban  Whcaton, 
Leonard  White,  David  R.  Williams,  William  Widgeiy, 
Thomas  Wibon,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats — David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown » 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawibrdt 
Roger  Davis,  Bolting.  HaH,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hoay, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Aaron  Lyle» 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Morgasi 
Thomas  NewboU,  WilHam  Piper,  John  Rhea,  WiUiaa 
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Rodman,  Ebenezer  SeaTer,  SamujBl  Shaw,  Jolm  8n>ilie, 
Winiam  Strong,  and  Hobert  Whitehill. 

MILITARY  EBTABLI8HMEN1!,  6cc 

The  unfiDisheid  business  of  y^terday  being 
poaCpODed,  the  Hoase  went  ioto]Coinmittee  of  the 
Whole  OD  the  bill  makiag  appropriations  for  the 
Military  Establish  pa  eat  of  the  United  Blatea  for 
the  year  1812;  the  bill  making  appropriations,  for 
■ht  companies  of  monntaiB  rangers,  for  the  year 
1811^;  and  the  bill  making  appropriations  fbr  th^^ 
support  of  an  a<Jditiqnal  military  force,  (br  the 
nmepjeriod*  The  Committee  having  filled  up 
the  blanks  in  the  several  bills,  they  were  reported 
tQ  the  House*  The  House  took  tl^m  up,  concur- 
^red  with  the  Camv^txtt  in  the  amendments,  and 
ordeted  the  bills  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ins  tonn  or  cow. 

The  House^agkin  resolred  iUelf  inio  a  Cpmdik- 
tee  of  the  Whole x>n  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Nary  for  th^  year 
1812..  The  Cominittee  having  gone  through  the 
bill,  reported  it  to  the  House  with  ameiid&ents. 
The  House  consit^red  the  amendments,  agreed  to 
them,  and  ordered  .the  bill  to  a  third  reading  cfn 
lo-morrow.  '  ^       •     '      . 

When  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  came  to 
AH  up  the  blank  which  contains  aa  appropriation 
including  "  forage  for  Stafi;" 

vMi:.  D*  fi,  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  this 
item.  He  knew  no  occasion  that  officers  of  ma- 
rines, had  for  forage,  .  He  considered  it.  a  wasteful 
expenditure.. 

Meters.  Bacic^btt  and  Littlr  said  these  mafines 
were  employed  on  land  as  well  as  at  aea,  and 
were  sometimea  called  from  one  part  of  the  IJni- 
ted  States  td  another. . 

^hetiiotion  wv  iiegatived-*45.  to  43.~ 


TpuRtDAT;  Febriiary  6. 

Mr,  Morrow  presented  the  meinorla}  of  a  ntun- 
ber  of  perspns,  complaining  of  the  pfr^sent  mode 

.of  disposing  of  the  public  land  ;  station  that  they 
are  poor,  and  suiifring,  while  thausancb  of  acres 
of  land,  the  property  of  the  United  Sutes,  ate 

■  lying  unociiupied;  that  they  consider  every  man 
entitled  by  nature  to  a  porMon  of  the  soil  of  the 
CDvntry ;  that  iro  man  ought  to  possess  more  than 
twor  hundred  acres ;  and  pray  lor  reliefs 

Mr.  M.  proposed  to  refer. this  petition  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.  The  motion 
Was^rst  rejected ;  but^  on  Mr.  M.'s  expressing  a 
wish  that  this  peUtion  might  have  a  reference, 
and  moving  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  stat- 
ing the  petitioners  to  be  numerous,  and  formed 


who  voted  against  the  reference,  moved  to  recon 
aider  the  vote,  which  was  done,  and  the  memorial 
was  Referred. 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTER  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Mississippi  Legislature,  praying  for  an  e^ti 
.tfuishment  or  certaip  Indian  titles  to  lands  in  th 
'Territory.— Referred. 


m- 
that 


The  bill  making  appropriat^o/is  for  Uie  mouated 
rangers ;  the  bill  making  appropriaiioos  for  the 
Military  Establishment ;  the  biU  rnakiijg  appro- 
priations for  the  Navy;  and  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  additional  military  force,  were 
severally /ead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CoNDiT  said,  that  it  might  not  be  consider- 
ed that,  those  who  voted  against  the  passage  of 
the  bill  for  clasgin^  and  arming  the  militia,  were 
unfriendly  to  aVmmg  the  militia,  and  belicTing 
there  was  a  considerable  majority  of  the  House  is 
favor  of  arming,  he  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion ;  which  was  agreed  to : 

<*  Resolved,  That  the.  Committee  on  Military  Afiain 
be  directed  to  report  a  bill  making  provision  foraming 
the  mOitia  of  the  United  States." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoRRo>ar,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committed  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  locate  certain  lands  re- 
served for  Jeflfefson  College,  in  the  Missbsippi 
T*erritory  ;  which  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Op  motion  of  Mr.  GhoIson,  the  House  rcaolT- 
ed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Selah  Benton.  The  Com- 
mittee, after  con^derable  debate,  agreed  to  allow 
him  a  pension  of  twenty  dollars  per  mdnlh.  It 
appeared  from  the  debate;  that  Captain  Benton 
se^rved  the  United  States  faithfully  through  a 
great  part  of  the  Revolutionary  war ;  that,  hafiog 
received  no  wound  in  the  service,  he  did  not  come 
Within  the  law  of  Consrress,  providing  for  perscjs 
of  lba|  description.  But,  it  was  stated  thai  he 
contracted  a  disease  in  the  service,  which  bad 
disabled  him  ev'eihsittce  fr6m  performing  any  kiad 
of  labor  j  th>t,  he^  is  now. seventy-two  years  old, 
and  veyr  pobr.     ' 

.  The  claim  Was  supported  by  Messrs.  Gbolsoh, 
MiTcdiLV,  Wright,  Gold,  Tallmadob,  Widoi- 
RY,  and  N^LSow;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Rob- 
erts, WtLLiAMSj  Alston,  Smilie,  BAcoh,  and 

MXCQN.-  '  '  ^m  k  f 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bfll,  Mt 
the  House  did  not  act  upon  it. 

Mr;  Williams,  from  the  Cgmmitleeon Min- 
lary  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  atithorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  the  militia  of  the  United  States.  [Tic 
detaphmeift  is  proposed  to  consist  of  10(hOOOmen.J 
Twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  was  also  directed  by  the  same 
committee  to  offer  a  resolutioti  for  the  adoptions 
the  Hpuse,  in  relation^  to  the  bill  for  clawing  and 
arming  the.-mililia,  rejected  yesterday,  owini  to 
the  absence  of  members  from  the  House  (w 
counting  the  whole  House  there  would  ^^^^^ 
a  majority  of  seven  members  in  its  fayor.)  oe- 
4ieving  that  the  efficiency  of  the  militia  rery 
mTich  depended  .upon  thpir  being  classed  and  arm- 
ed, and  it^having  been  suggested  as  an  argomcoj 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill  that  it  would  n« 
be  well  received  by  the  people,  thfc  committee  wi* 
that  the  people  may  have  an  opperiuaiiy  ^^3, 
made  acqqa^nted  with  the  principles  of  the  wU' 
and,  for  that  purpo^,  he  moved  the  followw? 
resolution: 
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''Retoked,  Thattht  Clerk  of  this  Hoiue  be- directBd 
to  pttUiah  in  alltbe  newspftpers  in  which  the  laws  of 
the  United  Statea  ar»  published,  (he  bill  for  daaamg 
and  arming  the  militia  of  the  United  SUtea,  aa  engioai- 
-ed  Ad  read  a  third  time  on^the  5th  instant." 

This  resolution  was  objected  to,  as  estabirshiog 
t  precedent  thut  migbt  hereafter  be  at tendjed  with 
noQch  trouble  and  ezpeoee ;  as,  whenever  a  favor- 
ite biirwas  lost,  its  friends  would  want  to  send  it 
out  to  the  people  in  this  way  j  ft  was  objected, 
airo,  that  if  might  by  some  be  mistaken  for  a  law, 
instead  of  a  rejected  biU.  The  motion  wns  disa- 
greed to. 

IMSABLBD  OFFICERS  AND  SpLDIERB, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  4he  House  tOi»k  up 
the  reijort  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  made, 
sotoe  lime  ago,  on  the  billforihe  belief  Of  infirm/ 
disabled,  and  superauDuat^d  officers  and  soldiers. 
Some  objections  to  the  bill-were  made  by  Mr. 
BloBEBTs,  m  whicfe  he  expressed  his  at)prehenf 
sioos  that  persons  who  are  on  the  peqsion  lists  of 
the  several  States  miqfht  take  advantage  of  this 
bill,  aad  so  receive  a  double  allowance ;  kt  tbe 
same^^time  that  there  are  btb'er  persons,  with  famr 
Hies,  entitled  to  relief,  who  could  not  join  this  in- 
valid corps.  Mr.  B.  said,  the  me|isqre  wQuId  be 
attended  with  great  i^xpejisei,  i^nd,  except. he  re- 
ceiTed  more  light  pti  the  subject  than  he  ppasessed, 
be  should  vote  against  iL 

Tbe  bin  nassed  to  a  third  re«diog*^feaa  84, 
nays  38,  as  followa : 

Yxia— J<An  Baker,  Burweir  Bassett,  Afaijah  Bige- 
low,  lamea  Breckenridge,  WilUam  bottler,  lOpaphro- 
ditiis  Champion,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis  Cqndit,  John 
Btvenpcnt,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  D^ha,  WilUam 
Pindl^,  James  ^iak,  T^mas^CrholBon,  I^etersoii  Oood- 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Oreen,  Felix  Gfrnndy, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  M.  Johnaon/Lyman  Baw,  Jo- 
«epb  Lefever,  Jbeephi^Lewia,  jr.,  Peter  Little,  Robert 
^  Roy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyie,  Thos.  Moore,  ;lamefl 
Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  J6n»- 
tban  O.  Moaeley,  Hugh  Nekonv  Anthony  New,  Ste- 

Sbctt  Ormaby,  Willian^  Piper,  James  Pleasant*)  iOnior, 
lenjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  BHsha  R.  PoHer,^ 
Jo«ah  XJaincy,  William  ^Reed,  Henry  \M.  Ridgefy, 
Siinnd  Ringgold,  John^Sevter,  Adam  Beybert,  O^rge 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stories, 
Ltban  Wheaton,  lednard  White,  Thomaa  Wilson. 
Aiebaid  Winn;'and  Robert  WTight  '  / 

Nats — WiiUa  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Bze- 
Ud  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William. W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown»  John-  C-  Calhoun,  Langdon 
Cheves,  Jamea  Cochran,  WBliam  Crawford,  IU>ger 
Dtfia,  Samuel  Dinamoor,  Mpshack  Franklin,  Boiling 
Hill,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  HarpA-,  Jacob  Huiity,  John 
M*  Hyneman,  Richard  Jachaon,  jr.,  William,  R.  King, 
William  Lownd^,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Jtmes  .MorgatK  Thomas^l^ewbold,  John  Rhea,  Jona- 
<^  Roberta,  WiUiara  Rodman,  Ebenas»r  S#ge,  Thom- 
as Sammona,  EbenepMr  Server,  John  Smitte,  Richard 
Btanford,  Silas  Stow, .  WilUam  Strong,  Uri  Traqy,  and 
Habert  WhitehiU. 

FRfOAT,  February  7, 
Mr.  Kiifo  presented  a  petition  of  John  Ruther- 
ford, of  the  Slate  of  North  Carolliia,  by  his  attor- 


ney in  fact,  John  London,  prayrng  permi^ion  to 
bring  into  tlie  said  State  sundry  negro  slaves,  at 
present  on  An  tstate  beloogiog  to  him  in  one  of 
the  British  Bahama  islands,  which  negroes  were 
formerly  taken  from  the  State  aforesaid  to  aho 
said  island. — Referred  tO'a  select  committee. 
'  Mr.  Kma,  Mr.  Moonq,  and  Mr.  Davenpost, 
were  appointed Hhe  committee. 

A  message,  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  pi(ssed  ahiU  ^'respecting  the  en* 
rolling 'and  licensing  of  ^steambo^ts ;"  to  which 
bill  tbieytlesire  the  concorrenee  of  this  House. 
'  Mr.  ubOlson^  from  riie  Committee  of  G|af ms, 
mod  A  a  report  oh  'the  petition  of  Wiltkufi  Dent 
Beail,  which  was  reti^d ;  when  Mr.  G^olson  pre- 
sented o  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
William  D.IBeaH;'  which  was  read  twice,  and* 
cominitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mba- 
day  next.  ^       * 

The  bill  from  t^ie  Senate,  "respecting  the  ^n* 
rOljing.and  licensiofir  of  steamboats,''  was  rc^d 
twic^,  and  committed  to  the  Commiit^ee  -of  Codi- 
merce^aad  Maiiufiietures. 

An  engvossed  biH,  authorizing  the  Secrotaryof 
t^  Treasury  to  locate  the  lands  reserved  for  tho 
use  of  Jefferson  College,  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, was'  r^  th^  third  time^^aod  passed. 

Aaolber  message  from  the  Senate  was  read, 
informing  the  Hoose  that  the^  had  postponed  tho 
further  consideratiozi  of  (ihe  bill  forestablishiOg  a 
quartermaster's  dopartmoot  tiatil  the  first  Monday 
of  December  next. 

Mr.  William^  thought  the  Senate  bad  uke» 
9f  very  extniordinsiry  cgufse.  They  passed  a  bill 
for  establishing  a  quartermaster's  department,  and' 
sept  it  to  this  House;  this  Hodse  passed  the  bill 
with  an' amendment;  and  now  tney  inform  tho 
House  they  have  postponed  the  amendinent  to 
the  first  Monday  in  December,  and  thus  destroyed 
the  hill^  He  thought  this,  was  an  nnprededented 
hvid  indecorous  course,  and  onght  not  to  be  ac* 
ceded  to. 

Mr.  Alston  said  the  practiee  was  not  nnpro* 
ced^nted ;  he  had  kadwnseveraUnstances  o£  tho 
•same  kind.  , 

.The  Spgakbr  said  there  could  be  no  qdesiioii 
6n  the  subject.  The  Senate  had  thought  proper 
xo  t^ke  this  cour^fe,  and  it  could  not  be  objected 
to  by  this  House.  Whether  if  was  decorous  or 
not,. was  not  a  question  to  be  inquired  into  now; 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bitl  authorizing  the  Presidenl 
to  tnake  a  detachment  of  the  piiiitta. 

[This  bill  authorizes  the- calling  out  of  ono 
hundred  thousand  militia,  and  appropriates  ono 
million  of  dollars.  The  bill  19  similar  to  tho 
former  laws  on  this  subject,  except  that  it  eon* 
tains  no  provision  for  accepting  of  volunteers.] 

It  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  without 
amendment 

The  House  went  into  1^  Committee  on  the  biU 
to  eitablish  a  land  district  ia  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory, &c.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  wept  into  a  Committee  on  the  ro- 
port  of  a  select  committee^  allowing  the  legal  rep- 
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reseiiUtiTes  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  fell 
at  the  battle  of  Tippecaaoe  eertaiii  bounties. 
After  ^ome  time  spent  upon  the  report,  Mr.  Jei^- 
MJiiefi  moyed  to  change  thd  allowance  reported. 
hf  the  eomipittee  from  mooejr  to  land.  Tl^e 
chairman  of  thje  select  committee  not  heing  pres- 
eat,  on  motion  of.  Mr,  Qbquot,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  aMn. 

The  bill  ifor'  the  relief  of  Selah  Benton  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading,  71  votes  to  3},  th«  yeas 
and  nays  bf  ing  laken. 

The.  House  took  uj)  the  report  ofnha  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  made  soiae  days  ago,  on  the 
bill  to  Ascertain  thB  western  boundary  of' a  tract 
of  land  reserved  for.theoffitertand^diersof  the 
Virginia  Coivtinental  line.  ,  Tne  report  was  agreed, 
to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  4hitd  reading.- 

The  House  went  ipto  a  Committee,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  bf  Comrnrerce  and  Manu- 
factures, on  A  report  Oiv  tfae  qsj^  of  Stephen 
Kingston,  of  Philadelphia.  This  is  aa  old  draw- 
back case,  which  has  oeen  biefore  Congress  ever 
since  the  year  1803.  It  appeared  Mr.  K*  h^d 
failed  to  comply' .wi^  certain  requisites  pf  the 
law,  which  were  stated  to  be  abso^ijitely  necessary 
to  prerent  fraud.  The  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  reported  favorably, \and  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  i^igreed  to,  the  report; 

Jiut  the  yeas  and  days  being  called,  the  Hous^  re- 
used to  concur— 55  to  44. 

Monday,  Pebrqary  10. 

Mr.  Maxwell  presented  to  the  H^use  a  letiejr. 
from  Jonathan  Coleman,  an  American  seaman, 
impressed  on  bpard  a  British  ship  of  war;  stating 
the  manner  of  his  impressment,  and  claiming  the 
ixuerference  of  the  Government  in  procuring. his 
wiease.— rReferred  to  the  S^retary  of  Sta^. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of4h6  President's  Message  whicli  re- 
lates to  nil  ine  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  en- 
listments of  Uie  r^ular  troops,  and  to  an  auxiliary 
lorce,  to  the  acceptance  of  volunteer  corps,  ^nd 
to  detachments  t)f  militia,  reported  the  bill  from 
Uie  Senate  "o^akinff  further  provision  for  the 
Co/ps  of  Engineers,"  witb  several  amendments; 
which  were  read^and,  together  ,i7tr it b  the  billj 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
.morrow.  ,  . .         '      , 

,  On  motion  of  Mr.  KaEA,  a  committee  wpt  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what, 
amendments  are  necessary  to  the  laws  relating  tb 
the  time  fixed  by  law  for  annually  holding  the 
Circuit  Courts  or  the  United  States  in  the  district 
of  East  Tennessee ;  to  report  thereon  hy  hill,  or 
pth^erwise.       •      ,. 

Messrs., Rhea,  Desha,  and  MoRfiow,  wene  ap- 
pointed the  committee.  '  * 

The  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  militia; 
the  bill  for  the. relief  of  Captain  Selah  Becitoh; 
the  bill  to  establish  a  land  district  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,  east  of  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  and 
to  attach  certain  lands  to  tjie  district  of  Jefler^onr 
Tille;  and  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish  the 
western  boundary  of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for 


settling  the  niilkaiy  bounties  allowed  lo  the  offi- 
cers and  ^oldiera  of  the  Virginia  line  on  tbeCea* 
tioestal  EstaUiskiaent,  were  read  the  third  time^ 
and  passed, 

DEATH  0**  GENiiRAL  BLOUNT. 

Mr.  Macon  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  informal  proceedings  of  Saturday,  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  his  friend  and  colleague, 
General  Tbomab  Blodni^,  Which  he  moved  might 
be  entered  on  the'  Journals.  The  motion  was 
UTtantmoi^Zy^agreed  to,  and  they  were  entered  as 
follows: 

<<  HOVBX  OF  RspaxssirTATlTxs, 

Safurday,  February  8, 181S. 

« In  consequenoa  of  the  death  of  General  Tbo«ab 
Blouht,  last  evemn^v  ^  eight  o'dtock,  a  member  of 
tbe  Ho^se  of  Representatives  from  the  State  of  North 
GarcUna^  of  which  Mr.  Blackledge  communicated  in- 
formation to  the  Speaker,  he'reqaested  the  atteDdanoe 
of  the  members  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentativ^s.  on  this  dsy  a^' twelve  o'clock;  and,  i 
quorum  having  accordingly  assembled,  he  addreued 
them  as  follows : , 

^  Of  the  distressing  event,  gentlemen,  whibh  has  de- 
prived this  House  of  one  of  its  most  valuable  membert, 
and  a  disconsolate  ytrik  of  bne  of  the  tenderest  of  hv- 
bands,  you  have  all, heard.  The  usage-  of  the  Hoom 
of  Representatives,  in  paying  the  last  sad  respect  » 
d^fHLit^  lyorth  on  such  ooeasions,  I  have  no  doaH  a^ 
cords  with  the  sentiments  of  eveiT  one  of  you.  T» 
enable  you  to  execute  this-  melancholy  duty,  yoar  in- 
formal attendance  has  been  requested.  .  You  wiU,  tb«e^ 
fore^  take  ^uch  order  as  may  seem  toq^ou  proper. 
.'  "  Whereupon*  oi^  motion  of  Mr.  Williamst 

~<*1.  Ectolved,  unoflimomfy^  That  a  t9>mmitlee  be 
appoin^d  tb  take  order  for  superintending  tbe  funeni 
of  General  Thomas  Blount,  late  a  representativs  froa 
the  State  of  North  Caiolina. 

«  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Alston^  Mr.  BlackleJge,  Mr.  Codh 
rau;  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  McBryde,  Mr.  ?tw 
son.  Mi.  j^ckens^  Mr.  Sawyer,  and  Mr*  StSn^nd,  were 
appointed  the  sa^i  cdmmittee. 

**  2.  Eeaolved,  unanimouah/t  '^Thal  the  meaibfn  of 
this  House  wiU  testii^  their  respect  for  the  msBMJ  of 
iKeneral  Thj^mas  Blount,  li^te  ene  of  their  Mj*^ 
wearing  crane  .on  tbe  left  arm  for  one  month. 
.  **^,  Bewtvedi  unanimously^.  That  a  message  besent 
to  the  ^naie  to  notify  them  of  the.  death  of  Ge&enl 
Thomas  Blount,  late  a^  member  of  ^lis  House,  and 
that  bis  funeral  will  tak^  place  to-morrow  momingt  ^ 
ten  o'clock." 

On  motion'of.Mr.  Macom, 

Reiohed,  -That  the  Speaker  clre  infonnstioa 
to  the  Exeoutive  of-  the  State  of  North  Carelios 
of  the  vacancy  iti  this  House,  occasioned  by  tbe 
death  of  General  Thomas  Blovnt,  late  oae  of 
the  Repcesei)  tali  res  frofn  that  State. 

DISABLf:D  OFFICERS  AND  SOLDIERS. 

The  bill  for  thenrelief  of  diiwbled  and  snperar 
nuated  officers^  and  -eddiefs  was  read  the  tfaire 
time  f  and  on*  the  ^oestioa  being  put,  "  Shall  the 
bin  pass  its  third  reading^"  it  was  Apposed  bf 
Messrs.  Stow,  Alston,  and  Rbea,  and  supported 
6y  Messrs.  Gold  and.WsiGHT.     * 

Mr.  Dawson.— When  this  bill  was  before  tbe 
Qommitteeof  the  whole i^buse,  it  will  be  remem' 
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befed  that  I  ia? tted)  that  I  soUcUed  the  friendly 
aid  of  aJl  to  amead  its^defeets,  and  to  render  as 
efiwaeious  as  possible  a  system  wbieh  seems  to 
m€^t  with  the  approbation  of  all,  and  the  want 
of  which  has  so  long  disgraced  the  edtintry,  and 
dftiljr  prcnents  to  you,  even  at'the  portals  ot  yoor 
Gapitolf  the  aged,  infirm,  and ^uperaaouated  sol« 
dier,  shiferiog  in  the  Mast,  and,  liica  Belisarios 
the  Great,  asking  in  vain  for  (he  "  crumbs  which 
fall  from  the  rich  mao's  table." 

No  proposition  of  amendment  was  made,  ex- 
cept one  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn^ 
•firaoia,  which,  I  beH^re,  hts  candor  indaced 
him  to  withdraw,  ant)  onei  hj  an  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Soath  parolina,  supported  -  %  his 
honorable  neighbor  from  North  Carolina,  to  which 
I  assented,  and  it  forms  part  of  .the  bill. 

When  the  Committee  rose^  the- bill  was,  on  my 
motion,  contrary  to  practice,  laid  op  the  table  for 
three  days^  for  the  ayow^d  purpose  of  enablmg 
eeotlemen  to  search  out  its  defects.  These  three 
o^ys  were  extended  to  three  weeks;  owing  (o  the 
pressure  of  public  business,  and,  perhaps,  to*my 
not  bein^  able  to  call  it  up,  in  consequence  pf  m^ 
iadiyposuioa.  It  was  taken,  up  on  last  Wednes- 
day or  Thursday,  and  passed  to  its  present  stajg^e, 
without  any  propositions  to  amend,  on  the  motion 
then,  and,  for  tbe  accommodation  of  the  tener- 
able  gentlemaa  from  Tennessee,  its  third  retdi:tog 
was  postponed*  •  . 

This,  sia^  jhs  the  history  of  th^  bill,  and  aifter 
the  delays  Which  have  taken  place,  and  the  many 
opportunities  which  have  been  j^iven  to  amend 
ill  particularly  to  the  gentleman  from.  Connecti- 
CQt,  whom  I  know  to  be  a.  military  man,  and 
whose  friendly  aid  I  did  inWcet  to  amend  its  de* 
fectf,  I  do  not. think  It  fair,  candid,  or  liberal,  td 
attack  the  bill  in  detail  at  this  stage,  when' its  de- . 
fects  cannot  be  remedied.  I  will,  however^  en- 
deafor  to  reinova  tbe  objection^  stated  by  the. 
honorable  gentleman  from  Connecticgt.  .  [Here 
Mr<  D.  proceeded  to  show  that  the  last  clause 
fare  .to -the- President  the  power  of^xing  the 
iiokand  grade  of  the  officers  who  woiild  receive 


traly  benevolent,  he  daily  enlightens  the  path  of 
this  bewildered  House  on  everv  subject  of  legisla- 
tion which  is  brought  before  them.    Not  content 
wi<h  tr^versinff  these  States  from  one  extreme  to 
the  other,  ana,  opening  an  easy  comrnunioation 
through  tbat  country  where  the  untutored  savage 
reigns — v^ith  establishing  offices  in  the  variotis 
4[)0sts,  from  which  his  speeches  in  thfs  House,  and 
.other  useful  information,  is  conveyed  to' every 
class  of  our  fellow-citizens — his  mighty  genius 
soars  10  far  other  objects.    At  one  moment  we 
behold  him  rapidly  descending  from  the  summit 
of  Spencer's  mountain,'*'. bounding  over  thi^  Im- 
mense plain,  marshalling  the  military  force  of  the' 
UhiCed  States  according  to  order — regulars;  vol- 
unteers, lind  militia — and  fixing  to  each  its  Con- 
stitutional limits ;  thence  marchm^  td  the  Heights ' 
'of  Abraham,  c^pturipg  and  captivating  all  who 
behold  him,  and  there  plucking  the  unfading  lau- 
reX  from  tbe  brows  of  Montgomery  and  Wolfe.  , 
We  next  behold  him  visiting  oUr  seaport  towns  in 
the  most  courteous  manner,  and,  with^gunboatslind 
bombs,  erecting  fortifications  wihich  shaU.defy  the ' 
united  armadas  of  Europe.    Nay,  sir^  we  see-htm 
bcMly  adventuring  on  the  watery  deep,  and  there, ' 
to  the  astonishment  of  the  finny  tribe,  building  « 
ship,t  the  like  of  which  was  De?er  seen,  and  far 
surpassing  in  si^e  any  e^er  ooatamplated  by  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country  which  gave  birth  to 
the  celebrated  Don  duixotte  and  the  renowned 
Sancho  Panza,  and  which  the.  great  Bonaparte 
now  endeavor^  in  vain  to  subjugate  to  his  arms*) 
.Mr.  Speaker,  while  inclination  and  justice  cal( 
on  me  to  pay  my  homage,  and  this  tribute,  to  the 
superior  talents  of  thet  venerable  gentleman  from. 
Tennessee, -candor  obliges  me  to  declare  that  he 
has  not  discovered  on  this  occasion  that  perspicui- 
ty' which  in  general  marks  his  character.    With 
a  soul,  no  doubt  honest  and  honorable,  to  render 
service  to  this  rneritorious  and  long  neglected 
class''  of  our  felhrw-citizens,  he  has  adopted  tie . 
best  means  to  defeat  them.    His  ingenuity  done 
could  have  invented  them;  a'nd.  sir,  I  do  assert 
that,  should  that  bill  fail,  and  these  poor  fellows 
pay  accordiM  to^hat  rank;  and,  that  tbe  requi--  be  delayed  in  receiving  that  pittance  which  it  pro 


ntet  in  the  fiftfar  clause  were  so  nomerous  ^nd 
strict  that  it  woitld  be  impossible  for  aqy  person, 
to  j|et  into  the  corptf  without  *  he  was  justly 
enutled.] 

Mr.  Speaker.  I  ought  here  to  ask  pardon  of  the 
venerable  gentlenaau  fjrom  Tennessee  for  havjog 
omitted  to  mention  that^  wken  in  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole,  some  amei^men(«  were  proposed  by 
that  gentleman  and  rejected  without  a  division. 
I  might,  perhaps,  be  pardoned  by  the  House, 
thould  I  improve  this  oppprtunityj  and  express  to 
that  gemleman  the  high  sense  which  1  entertain 
for  hit  eminent  services ;  but,  sir^.  when  I  reflect 
on  the  sublimity  and  extent  of  his  genius,  the 
mind  exerted  flies  back  on  itself,  and  is  rendered 
nnequal  to  the  task.  - 

Tbe  politeness  ahd  urbanity  of  his  manners, 
the  grace,  and  dignity  of  his  elocution  and  atti- 
tudes, while  they  entrance  thie  imagination  and 
rivet  tbe  attention  of  all  who  hear  him',  assure  a 
rich  feaat  to  the  anderstaodiog.    With  a  heart 


poses  to  give  tbeih,  it  mUs(,  it  will  be  attributed  to 
the  aid  yvhich  they  have  received  from  that  ven- 
erable gentleman. 

Mr.  Tallmai>«b  spoke  ib  favor  of  the  bill  gen- 
erally, but -objected  to  certain  parts  of  the  details. 
On  which  account,  Mr.  Gk>Ln  moved  to  recbm-- 
mit  the  bill.  This  motion  was  negatived-^dO  to 
31^  and  afterwards  the  bill  Wfa  k>st— yeas  4t, 
nays  S7,  as  follows : 

YsAS^WiUiaid  Anderson.  John  Baker,  Burwell, 
Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  Jas.  Breckenridge,  Blijth 
Brigham,  William  Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  /ofan  Daw- 
son, James  Fisk/  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,' Bdwin  Gray,  Felix 
Grundy,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes»  Lyman  Law,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Thomas' 

*A  vei'y  high  mountain  in  Tennessee.  ^    , 

t  On  thQ  Navy  bill,  Mr.  J^asA  proposed  to  build  the 

Uzgest  ship  which  ever  was,  and  whuh  should  beat  all 

others^ 
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Moore,  Archibald  McBrydc,  Jamei  Milnoc,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  MoseleT/Hogh  Nelaon,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  C^msby,  James  Plea- 
aants^  jr^  Josiah  Qaincj^  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Sevier,  Adam  8eybert» 
Daniel.  Shefley,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Philip 
Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  John  Taliafeno,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Ro- 
bert Wright. 

Natst— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Wil- 
liam W.Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A., 
BurweH,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Cbamoion, 
Langdon  Oheves,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Cc^ndit,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  John  Davenp6rt,  jr,,  Roger  Davis,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  §amuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Belling 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKe^,  Alexander  McKim, 
Arunah  Metcalf;^  James  Morgan,  Thomas  NeWboId, 
Israel  Pickensy'Winiam  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Wil- 
liam M.  Richardson,  John  Rheli,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  fibenezer 
fiSjBaver,  Samuel  Shaw^  Jphn  Smilie,  Richard  Stanford, 
Silas  Stow,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, JKk«  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert  Whitahill, 
David  R.  Williams,  and  WiUiam  Widgeiy. 

BATTLE  OP  TftE  WABASH. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  C^tn- 
mittee  CD  the  report  of  a  select  commktee  oo 
certain  petitions  in  relation  to  the  affair  on  the 
Wabash;  when  Mr.  Jennings' anieQdmeDt,whieh 
propo&ed  allowing  the  .widows,  4^.,  of  the  slain 
officers  and  soldiers  bounties  in  land,  infstead  of 
money^  was  negatived.  The  resolutions  allowing 
the  bounties,  pensions,  dec,  as  recommended  by 
the  select  committee,  were  all  agreed' to.  fhe 
report  of  the  pommittee  of  the  Whole  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

1.  Resolved,  Th^  one  month's  pay  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed, in  addition  to  the  common  allowance,  td  the 
officers,  (according  to  the  rank  which  they  held,)  the 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  of  the  regulars^ 
volunteers,  and  militia,  and  to  the  legal  representatives' 
of  those  "who  were  kiHed,  or,  have  since  died  of  their 
wounds,  composing  the  army  ui^der  the  command  of 
Qov,  Harrison,  in  the  late  c|tmpaign  ^n  the  Wabash; 

H.  Resolved,  That  five  years'  h^f  pay  ought  tp  be 
allowed  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  officers,  (ac- 
cording to  the  rank  which  they  held,)  tho  noh-com- 
missioned  officets,  and  privates,  of  the  volopteers  and 
militia,  wlio  were  kiUed  in  the  battle  pf  the  setenth  Of 
November,  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  eleven,  gt 
who  have  since  died  of  their  wounds. 

8.  Reeohtd,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  .by 
law  to  place  on  the  pension  list  6f  the  United  States 
the  officersi  (according  to  Uie  rank  which  they  held,) 
Che  non-commissionea  officers,  and  soldiers^  of  the  vo]> 
unteers  and  militia,  who  served  in  the  late  campaign 
on  theWabash,  under  the  command  of  Governor  Hap* 
risen,  who  have  been  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  said 
campaign. 

4.  Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  he  made  by 
law  to  pay  for  the  horses  and  other  propertv  of  indi- 
viduals lost  in',  or  in  consequence  of,  the  said  bi^tUe. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  further  time  of years 

ought  to  be  aUoWed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 


were  wounded,  and  hy  thele gaf  re|lresentativesof  thoN 
who  were  killed  in  the  said  battle,  to  eomplete  the  pif- 
ments  doe,  or  which  may  fidl  due  to  the  United  dtatH^ 
on  any  purchaae  of  the  public  linds  made  by  tfasai  U* 
fore  the  'said  battle.  ^ . 

Ordered;  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  panoiat 
to  \he  sai(|>  resolutions;  and'  that  the  coromiitft 
appointed  on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
which  relates  to  Indian  affiurs  do  prepare  aid 
bring  in  the  same. 


,  Tu£SDA7,  February  11.  j 

The  S^BAKEB  laid  before  the  House  a  resell- 
tioaof'  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgit, 
ratifying  and  con6rmingan  amendment  proix^ 
by  Congress  to  the 'Constitution  of  the  United 
States^  reilative  to  titles  of  nobility ;  which  wis 
read, «nd  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newtoh,  from  the  Committee 'of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  from  |he  Senate  "  respecting  theenroHiog 
and*  licensing  of  steamboats/'  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the.said  b'ili  be  committed  tot 
Committee,  of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursdtf 
next. 

Mf.  Williams,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  Pretideott's  Message  which 
relates  to  detachments  of  militia,  and  to  soeht 
prepiE^ratioQ  of  the  great  body  as  will  proportioo 
Its  us^fulnese  to  its  JiitriDsic  capacity,  presented  a 
bill  supplementary  te  '*  An  act  making  t»rovisio9 
for  arming  aud  equipping  the  whole  t^y  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States;"  Which  was  retd 
^wice,  a-nd  conymitted  -to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  ^to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williahb, 

JReaolPed,  That  the  committee  appointed  oft  so 
tiificb  of  the  Motoage  of  the  President  as  relates 
to  militafy  affairs,  t^  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  acithoriziof  the  enlargement  df  the 
armories  o^  the  U^ted  States,  and  the  es^rt^Nsh- 
ment  of  an  additional  number  $  and  thM  they 
have  lea  re  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 
,  M.r.  W.RKfBT,  froid  the  committee  appointed 
on'the  petition  of  Arthur  St.  Clair,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St  Clair;  which  wai 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
'Wbole  to-morrow. 

y^  A.  message  from  the  Senate  iofbntfed  the 
House  that  the  Seuate  have  pasaed  the  biU  **for 
the  more^sonveuient  taking  of  affidavits  and  bsfl 
in  civil  causes  depending  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,^  with-'amendmcBta;  to  which 
tiiey  desire^  the  concorrence  of  this  House. 

The' House  resolved  itself  into  a  Coramittte  of 
the  Whbie,  dn  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Botrd 
of  Commissioners^west  otPearl  river.  TheCoo* 
mittee  .reported  the  bill  withodt  amendment,  sod 
it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  [This  bill 
merely  goes  to  allow  the  oommissioners  for  a  cer- 
tain pumiber  of  days^wbich  they  sat  bey;oiid  the 
period  contemplated  in  thfe  law  under  wbieh  thef 
acted.]  , 

The  House  went  into  a  Commiuee  oa  the  m 
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for  the  benefit  of  Christopher  Miller^  which  wit» 
reporied  without  amendmeDt,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.*  [This  bill  ailowi  C.  Miller  950 
acres  of  land  for  services  performed  under  Gren- 
eral  Wayne. J 

The  House  went  into  Committee,  on  the  report 
of  (he  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of 
John  Murray,  who  prayed  for  the  settlement  of 
certain  loan  office  certificates.    . 

After  some  debate  on  this  report,  it  was  obserr* 
nI,  that  this  claim  came  properly  under  the  de- 
scription of  those  claims,  respecting  which  ihe 
Committee  of  ClainM  had  made  a  report  to  the 
Sooae.  recommending  the  repeal  of  the  statute 
)f  limiiatieiia.  It  iiras  therefore  moved,  that  the 
Committee  rise  and  ask  leaVe  to  sit  again,  in-or- 
ler  to  afibrd  an  opportunity  of  going  into  a  com" 
nittee  on  that  report. — Carried. 

MARRIAGE  LICENSES. 

The  House  went  4nto  a  Committee  on  the  bill 
efatinff  to  marriage  Licenses,  in  Washington  coun- 
y,in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  directing  the 
ippHcation  of  the  tax  therison. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
ion  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  destroy  it,  as  it 
ontain^d  a  principle*  which  he  did  not  wish  to 
ee  adopted. 

Mr.  Lewii§  said  the  bill  proppsed  no  new  tax. 
rbe  laws  pf  Maryland  alreadjr  impote  a  tay  of 
our  dollars  upon  every  marriage  license,  and 
Qarriage  licenses  issued  in  Washini^ton  county 
re  now  subject  to  this  tax;  this  bill  went  only 
0 appropriate  the  money  for  the  promotion, of 
earning  in  the  District. 

Mr.  Clay  (the  Speaker)  knew  not  which'most 
}  admire,  tbe  conduct  of  the  opposer  or  supporter 
f  this  bill,  it  he  understood  the  gentleman  last 
p,  there  is  at  present  a  law  taxing  marriages,  but 

0  authofity^  to  collect  the  tax,  which  is  the^ame 

1  if  there  was  no  law  on  the  subject.  As  he 
lought  witt)  the  gentleman  first  up.  that  mar- 
liges  ought  not  to  be  taxed,  but  promoted,^  he 
iould  vote  with  him  for  striking  out  thefirstsec-- 
on  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smiue  said,  it  was  a  little  singular. that 
He  ba>chdtor  should  support  this  bill,  and  ano'tlier 
[>pose  it.  He  hoped,  however,  there  .would  be 
3  difiference  .of  9pinioii  amongst  th.e  married 
embers  on  this  suhbject.  He  would  be  in  favor, 
ther  of  giving  a  iourUy  on  marriages,  than  of 
ying  a  too:  upon  them.  The  citizens  of  Wash- 
gtoD  wishing  to  raise  money  in  this  way  to  sup- 
»rt  their  academy,  put  him  in  miod  of  what 
ippeoed  long  ago  in  England..  When  the  build- 
g  of  n  mansion  house  was  in  agitation,  the  party 

power  determined  to  get  the  funds  for  the  pur- 
»8e  out  of  the  dissenters.  They  therefore  Uid 
lax  upon  any  dissenters  who  refused  to.suflfer 
eir  names'to  be  held  up  for  certain  ofiiced;  and 
other  tax  oo  those  who  were  elected,  and  re- 
Bed  to  take  the  sacrament  in  a  manner  wbich 
eir  consciences  forbade:    He  would  prefer  a  tax 

bachelort  over  tweotv  five,  to  a  tax  on  mar- 
igea,  and  this  would  ioeiade  both  the  gaotlemen. 


The  section  was  struck  out,  there  beiog  forty- 
seven  members  for  it. 

The  Cormnitiee  rose  and  reported  the  amend-^ 
tatul ;  and  after  some  humoroun  obserfationa  in 
favor  of  retaining  the  section,  t>y  Mr.  Milnor,  the 
House  concurred  with  the  Committee  in  strikiug 
oiK  the  section.  ^  Qf  course  the  bill  wa»  lost. 

REVOLUTIONARY  CLAIM3. 
The  House- resolved  i)self  into  a  Committee  ef 
the  Whole^on  a  report  of  the  Committee  of  CJaima 
recommending  certain  claims,  (including  the  dif- 
erent  species  of  liquidated  claims)  to  be  exempt- 
ed from  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitation. 
It'was  found  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
had  agreed  to  this  resolution  ;  but  that  there  was 
another  in  the  following  words^  referred  to  the 
same  Committee,  not  acted  upon. 

^*'JkMohedf  lliat  the  Committee  of  Claints  be  ui- 
structed  to  inquire  into*  the  merits  of  nil  claims  whieh 
may  be  referred  to  them,  which  originated  during  the 
ReTolutiooary  war,  notwithstanding  snch  claims  may 
be  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitation,  and ,  that  they 
repo^  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  llouse." 

The  Committee  took  this  resolution  inlo  coih 
sideratioQ,  andafteir  considerable  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  Qhoi^soH,  Clat,  Wright,  Fisk,  and 
Gold,  sopported,  and  Measrar.  STAiiroRD,  SattLiB, 
Alston,  EIotd,  and  Robirts,  o^rposed  the  reso- 
lution, h  was  earried,  52  votes  being  for  it.    ' 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  resolQ- 
tiob  to  the  House ;  but  no  decision  was  taken  upon 
it  before  the'  House  adjourned. 

.  WBDiiBanAT,  Fehru^ry"  12.  . 
.  MV.  Troup  preseined  ta the  Housed  resoltrtion 
of  the  Geherai  Assembly  of  the  State  of  iGleorgia, 
Kpprobatory  of  the  measures  pursued  .by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  in  relation  to  ouc^oreigo  con- 
cerns, and  declaratory  of  their  determination  to 
support  such, measures  as  may  be  adopted  to 
maintain  the  rights  and  hpoor.of  the  country.— 
Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  op  that  part 
of  the  Presideot'a  Message  which  relates  to  ior- 
etgn.  relations.  ^ 

Mr.  DseflA  presented- -several  petitions  of  sun- 
dry, inhabitants  of  the  United  Statea,  praying 
that  the  lands  helonging  to  the  United  Sts^tes 
may  be  leaaed  outto  persons  applying  for  that  pur- 
pose, for  a  certain  nvmher  of- years,  and  at>a  cer- 
tain price  per  |rear,  to  be  fixed  up^  by  Con- 
grtss.—Refenred  to  the  Commkietf  on  the  Publie 
Lands.^  ■     -  '      ' 

'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Burw^ll,    '  * 

fiesolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a.  list  of  persons 
on  the  pension  list,  the  State" or  Territory  in 
which  they  live,  and  the  ainount  annually  allow- 
ed each  person  by.  law. 

An  eogrpsiied  bill  fur  the  relief  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river,. was  read  the 
third  time,  and  parsed. 

An  engrossed  hill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher 
Miller  was  read  the  thir^  time,  and  passed. 

The  Hoiiae  proee^ded  to  consider  the  amend- 
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ments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  ^^  for  the  morQ 
coDvenient  taking  of  affidavits  ao.d  bail  in  civil 
causes  depeacfing  in  thh  Courts  of  <he  United 
States;"  which  were  eoncurred  in  by  the  House.' 
Mr.  TALLWnoE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  report  x>f  the  Postmacler  €ren- 
eral  respecting  the  repairs  of  the  public  building, 
called  '*  Blodget's  Hotel/'  reported  a  bill  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  providing  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  General  Post  Office^  the  Patent  Of- 
fice, and  for  other  purposes;  which  was^ twice 
read,  and  commkted. 

DRAWBACK  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  ^Newton,  from  tbe  Comriiittee^of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  petition  of  George  R.  Rapelye^  and 
others,  of  the  city  of  New  York ;  which  waS 
cooccrrred  in-  by  the  House.  The  report  is  as 
foMows : 

The  petitioners  state,  that  their  resp^tive  firms  pur- 
chased of  the  firm  of  Ipgraham,  Phoenix,  and  IVix^n, 
goods,  Entitled,  on  exportation,  to  the  drawback  of  du- 
ties, and  which  the  petitioners  purchased  and  exported 
und^r  the  persuaaionttiat  the  debentures  whioh  issued 
from  the  custom-house  would  be  diily  paid*    . 

In  this  calculation  tbey  have  been*  disappointed,  «8 
the  firm  loflngrakam,  Ph(Bnix,and.Niz8en,  which  im- 
ported the  goods,  and  entered  Ui^  same  ior  exportBtkuk, 
has  since  failed,  without  payinj;  ^a  dutie^amounting . 
to  about  ninety-six  thousand  dollars,  to  the  United 
States.  Tbe  petitioners  solicit  Congresa  to  pass  an  act 
directing  the  collector  of  the'  customa  for  the  port  of 
New  York  to  pay  the  debentures  ^  which  they  hold, 
notwithstanding  the  duties  have  not  been  paid  by  the 
^firm  of  Ingraham*,  Phcenix,  and  Nizsen,  the  importers 
of  the  goods., ,     .       .'    .- 

If  Congress  tefiisie  to'  accede  to,  this  soticitation  of 
the  petitioners,  they  then  pray  that  an  act  may  pass  to 
authorize  them  to  institute  a  suit  against  the  collector 
for  the  po)rt  of  New  York,  for  the  amount  of  the  deben- 
ti^res,  inasmOch  as  the  non-payment  of  &e  duties  by 
the  firm  of  Ingraham,  Phoenix,  and  Nixsen,  is  fidrly 
chargeable  to  the  i»egligence  Of  the  ooUectogr,  in  not 
taking  responsible  sureties  to  the  duty  bonds. 

Th0«omnQtte^'caB  see  no  ground  on  which  thefir^ 
proposition  can  he  supported;  the  law, in  letter. and 
spirit,  is  opposed  to  it.  The  law  says:  « In  no  ease 
of  an  ,et]portatk>n  of  ^oods  shaU  a  drawbwk  be  p^d^ 
until  the  duties,  on  the  importation  thereof  shaU 
have  been  firsy  received,"  No  duties,  on  the  goods 
importjcd  by  the  firm  of  Ingraham,  Piiq^ix,  and  Nix- 
sen, have  as  yet  been  paid,  qr  a^e  Ukely»  as  the  com- 
mittee understand,  to  be  paid ;  the  petitioners,  there- 
fore, are  not  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  6i  t^eir 
respective  debentures.  The  law,  sis  it  stands,  clearly 
evinces  the  soundness  of  the  principles,  on  which 'it  is 
founded ;  no'  case  could  have  occurred  more  apposite 
to  prove  the  necessity  of  sudi  a  provision  for  the  secu- 
rityof  the  Treasui^.  ■ 

The  drawback  of  duties  is  tdlowed  on.  two  grounds : 
first,  the  exportation  o(  geods  within  twelve  months, 
Calculating  from  the  time  of  entry  ;  and,  secondly,  on 
^e  payment  of  duties  to  the  United  Staties,  before,  or 
after,  such  exportation.  . '         ' 

The  goods  may  be  exported,  but,  if  tiie  duties,  on 
their  imj^rtation,  are  iMt  fnud;  there'  can  be  no  legal 
right  to  demiuid  the  payment  of Jthedebentureaw    The 


^viae  framera  of  the  kw  never  intended  that  a  systsia, 
which  they  ^constructed  for  the  encouragement  of  com* 
merce  and  enterprise,  should  operate  in  such  a  way  at 
to  drain  the  Treasury.  To  sustain  the  piesent  appli- 
cation, would,  undoubtedly,  produce  this  efibct 

The  second  proposition  cannot,  in  any  view  in  Which 
it  can  t)e  presented  to  the  mind,  be  considered  as  ten- 
able. The  collector  is  responsible  for  the  omission  of 
such  duties  as  the  law  prescribes :  in  this  case,  if  he 
has  omitted  to  perform  a  duty  assigned  to  him,  Ike 
United  States  are  alone  the  loser-— the  petitioaers  only 
foituitously  so<i-*«n  accident  against  whfch  speeobtioBS 
cannot  be  secured.  The  remedy  of  the  petitioaeni  is 
against  the  sellers  of  the  merchandise.  If  the  peti- 
tioners fail  in  obtaining  recess  againat  the  fiim  ef 
Ingraham,  Phosnix,  and  Nixsen,  kk  the  rcfponsihifitj 
of  which  they  confided^  their  case  is  remediless*  The 
committae  cannot  transcend  the  limita  of  the  Consti- 
tution, or,  the  sound  and  correct  principles  of  juzispro- 
dence,  in  recommending  the  passage  of  a  law  Which 
shall  be  endued '^th  a  retroactive  operation.  They, 
therefore,  submit  the  following  resolution  to  the  Houie : 

Resohed,  That  the  petitioners  <have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition. 

.UNITED  STATES'  BANK  NOTES.' 

On  iDOtion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  tenth  section  of  the  act  establishing  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  . 

Mr.  Bacon  said,  that  the  Opminitiee  of  Ways 
ajad  Means  liad' thought  it  necessarv  to  bring  far- 
ward  this  bill,  la  consequence  of  a  decision  trfaich 
had  been  made  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  VirffiQia. 
that  the  notes  issued  by  the  Bank  of  the  Uoitea 
States  are. still  a  tender  in  Payments  to  the  col- 
lectors and  other  officers  of  the  United  States. 
The  oommittee  do  not  know  on  what  grouod 
this  opioioq  was  siven  :  they  had  conceived  that 
as  the  liinitation  of  the  law  had  expired,  no  part  oif 
it  opuld. still  have  force^  But,  as  this  opinion  has 
been  given  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
Spates,  it  produces  great  inconvenience  to  the 
officers  of  the  United-  States,  as  the  notes  of  the 
several  branches,  say  Charleston,  Savannah,  Nev 
Orleans,^  dbc.,  will  be  paid  only  at  the  braache^ 
from  which  they  issue. 

Some .  irregular  debate  took  place  on  the  pro- 
priety of  passing  the  ^11  at  all. '  It  was  conteaded 
that  the  whole  law  having  expired,  It  was  aUo* 
gether  unnecessary,  not  to  say  improper,  to  pass 
a  bill  to  repeal  a  section  of  that  hiw.  It  was  re- 
plied by  the  Ch^itman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Mean.<,  and  others,'  that  as  the  passing 
of  the  bill  would  prevent  any  farther  troaWe 
to  th,e  public  officers,  and  it  -couni  have  do  influ- 
ence on  anything  which  had  heretofore  taken 
place,  its  passage  was  dcfsirable.  ' 

The  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  ordered 
the  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

'     SALARIES  OF.  OFFICERS.  ^ 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bason,  the  House  weot  ifito 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  hill  lo  continue 
in  force  for  a  limiM  tiihe  the  salaries  of  ceftaia 
officers  of  Gbveynment  therein  mentioned. 

Mr.  Baoon  stated,  that  this  bill  was  idteoded 
tfr  coatiBite  IB  force  a  law  passed  i&  1799^  f^tiar 
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eretsiDg  tbe  sahnies  of  the  Heads  of  Departments, 
and  otlfer  officers  of  the  Qovernmeot,  wliich  bad 
beea  continued  from  time  ;o  time  e^er  sioce^ 
Mr.  B.  stated  what  the  seyecai  salaries  inrece  be- 
fore this  law  passed,  and  what  they  had  been 
since,  and  left  it  for  the  Committee  to  decide  da 
the  propriety  of  passings  the  bill. 

Mr.  Stanford  disliked  the  phraseology  of  the 
limitati on . clause  to  this  bill,  which  .was  "for 
three  years  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
CoDgress  thereafter.'*  He  said  the  bill  might  as 
welt  be  made  for  four  at  oqce.  He  made  twa 
HBsucUteesfttl  attempts  to  amend  the  bill  in  this 
Ttspect.  V 

Mr«  S.  Uien  moved  tp  amend  the  bill,  by^-ad- 
ding  to  'the  salary  of  the  Postmaster  General 
(over  and  above  the  argument  included  in  the 
bill)  fife  hundred  dollars  pec  ^nnvip ;  and  to  the 
first  Assistant  Postmaster  Qenefal,  thiiee  hundred 
dollars.  .        , 

A  division  of  the  mptipn  was  called  for^  and 
the  addition  .to  the  Postmaster  General  was  car- 
ried, 58  to  24..  ^       . 

But  the  questioi^  being  put  on  adding  three 
handred  dollars  tp  the  salary  of  the  first  Assistant 
Postmaster  General,  it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Bas- 
sfiTTand  Mr.  LAC0CK,and  supported  by  Mr.  Tall- 
MAHOB.  Om  motion  of  Mr.  Key,  who  thougnt  it 
would  be  weltto.tal^e  a  longer  time  tp, consider 
the  subject,  tbe  Committee  rose  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Thursday,  February  13. 

On  motion  df  Mr.  SEibVER,  the  select  commit- 
tee were  discharge^  from  the  consideraltion  of 
the  petition  of  Silas  Stone,  and  it  w^s  referred  to 
the  setect  committee  appointed  on  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  **to  promote  the  progress. of  science' 
tol4isefal  arts,  by  securit&g^  for  a  limited  time, 
to  the  inventors,  the  exclOsive  right  to  their  re<' 
ipeetive  discoveries.'^' - 

Mr.  McKiM  presented  «  document  in  support  of 
the  petition  of  Jam^es  H.  McCulloch  ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of.  the  Whole  on  the- 
report  of  tlie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ion 
the  several  petitions  of  the  Collectors  of  PhiladeU 
phia,  Norfolk.  Pljrfnouthjaad  Baltimore. 

A  message  from  the  debate  taforn^d  the-Ho«ML 
that  the  Senate  have  pass^d-the  bill  ^  making  ap- 
propriationa  for  the  support-  of  an  additional  mii- 
iiaiy  force,**  with  an  amendment;  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  thi^  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wrio^t.  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inqtiire  into,  the  expediency  of  Ren- 
dering the  Representatives  Chamber  more  con- 
teoient  to  the  despatch.of  public  business,  and  of 
finishing  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  House,  took 
tip  for  consideration  the  resolution,  some  tv^k  ago 
inhmitted  by  him.  to  instruct  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meant  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
prohibiting  by  law  ihe  corporation* of  New  Or- 
Imds  from  exacting  a  tax  or  duty  oa  vei^s^  boats, 
or  other  craft,  descending' the  Mississippi,  ladeo 
'mil  ^oduee,  and  toneluDf -at  that  pme,  4o« 


Thts-propoeition  was  objected  toby  Mr.  Troup^ 
principally  because  it  appf  ared  to  him  to  be  a  sub- 
ject for  Judicial  investigation,  and  because  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  was  not  represented  on  this 
floor.  It  was  supported  by  Messrs:  PoiNDBXTfiR 
and  McKeb^  because  the  tax  in  question  was  a 
grievous  one  on  the  people  of  <lie  Western  coubtry, 
and  said  to  be  unconstitutional,  asl)eing  a  tax  on 
exports;- which  was  a  sufifici^nt  ground  for  in- 
quiry into  thp  subject. '  If  the  Territory  should 
send  a  delegate  to  the  present  Congress,  he  would 
arrive  in  tim'd  for  the  final  decision  on  the  report 
of  the  committee  proposed  to  be  constituted;  dbc. 

The  resolution  wa^  agreed  to  by  a  considerable 
majority,  and  a  committee  of  five  accordingly  ap- 
pointed.  .  •        . 

AIMING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resolved  inself  into.a  Committee  • 
of  the  Wh6le,  on  the  bill  providing. for  arming 
the  whole  bcidy  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Williams  explai0ed  the  objects  of  the  bilh, 
and  how  the  committee  who  reported  it  had  en- 
deavored to  divest  this  plan  of  the  features  which 
were  objected  to'  wheii  it  was  incorporated  in  the 
chssificatioa  bill.  ' 

Mr.  Roberts^  after  expressing  his  desire  to 
vole  for  the' bill,  if  it,conld  b^  amended  so  as  to 
secure  its  'avowed  object  in  the' Slate  which  he 
represented,.as  well  as  in  Other  States,  which  hud 
already  made  provision  for  ai'min^  theijr  militia, 
moved  to  amend  the  section  for  .distributing  the 
arm^,  by  adding  thereto  the  Words  >*^6r  in  such, 
manner  as  the  Legislatures  of  the'  respective 
States  ot  Territories  may  by  law 'direct.* 

This  motion' was  negatived,  43  to  40. 

Mr.  Roberts  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill^  with  a  view  to  destroy  it;  as 
he  thought,  in  its  present  form,  the  carrying  i( 
into  effect  woald.be  attended  with  great  incon- 
venience. He  particuUrlv  objected  to  the  finea 
and  penalties  ti^flioied  by  the  bill. 

The  DMtioo  was  negatived,  there  being  only 
t wenty-'six  memf^ers  in  favor  of  it. 
'  The  CommitteoTose,  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House.    Tb*  Hopse  took  it  op ;  when 

Mr.  Roasts  renewed  his  motion,  to  add  the 
following  words  to  the  section  which  directs  the 
dntribntlon  -of  ,the  arms ;  "  as  the.  L^slatures.  of 
the  several  States  may*fa^  law  direct.^  - 

Mr.  TALLVARoa  hopcM  that  this  amendment 
would  be  agreed  to,  hi  order  to aceoo^modate  gen- 
tlemen whose  States  would  prefer  a  difi'erent 
inode  of  distribution  from  that  prescribed  in  the 
bill.  ^  He  thought  the  main  object  was  to  get  the 
arms;  th^ir  dbiribution  might  be  very  well  left 
with  the  several  State  governments.  He  should 
be  Borry  if  the  bill  should  be  lost,  by  gentlemen's 
pertinaciously  adhering  to  their  own  particular 
mode  of  distribution. 

Mf.  Randolph*  was  sorry  that  ai^  difitreiice 
of  opinion  should  exist  aa  to  the  mode  of  disUrib- 
ttttnc  theae  armi,  and  when  gentlemen,  in  whose 
intellifenee  aad^  integrity  he*  had  the  utmost  re- 
liance, asauced  him  that  the  mode  of  disiributinff 
the  arnu,  proposeti  in.ihe  bill,  would  not  be  weU 
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received  ia  their  Sutea,  kt  could  noc  bni-beHeve 
tbem,  and  was  destroivi  qt  aeeomaiodatiiig  them. 
He;  for  ODe,  wished  to  see  these  arais  in  ihe  haads 
of  those  who  were  CO  use  them;  there  were 
vfekghij  reasons  agaiost  placiag-themin  arseA.^ls 
in  the  Soathera  Stales ;  bet  he  should  be  glad  if 
the  bill  could  be  so  aYraoged  as  to  suit  the  ^iows 
of  all  who  were  friendlf  to  the  meaauire.    ^ 

The  question  was  taken  and  carried — yeasr-TO^ 
nays  41,  as  follows/ 

YxA«— Willis  Alston,  Willis^  Anderson^  SteT- 
flinson  Archer,  /ohn  daker,  D&vid  Bard,  Abijah  Big- 
elow,  Hannmnas.Bleecker,  Adam  Bofyd.  Jainef  B)reck-> 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  William  Butler,  Epapliro- 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay, 
Lie  wis  Cpndit,  Jolin  DaTenport,  jun.,  .Roger  D^ris, 
Elias  Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  WiUiam 
FindleYf  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Felix  Grondj, 
Obed  HaU,  John  M.  Hyaeman,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
Abner  LiacOck,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph' 
Lewu,  jun*f  Robert  La  Roy  Livingston,  A^ov  Xyle, 
William.  McQoy,  S^moel  McKee,  Alexander  iif cKim, 
James  Milndr^  Samuel  I*  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jery 
emiah  Morrow,  Jonoithan  O.  Mbseley,  Thomas.  New* 
bold*  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Qrmsby,  William  Pir 
per,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B. 
Porter^  Elisfii  R-  Potter,  Josiah  Qoiney,  John  Randohph, 
WiUia.m  Reed,  John  Rlwa,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Rob- 
erts, William  Rodman,  John  Qevier,  Daniel  Shefiby, 
Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.'Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart^ 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  George  M.  Troiip,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cbrtjandi,  jr.>  Laban  Wheaton, 
I^nard  White,  Robert  Whitehili,  William  Widgery, 
and  Thomas  Wilson.   •'  ^  * 

NATS-^Urwell  BMsett,  William  BlacUedge,  John 
C.  Calhoun,  James  Cochran;  William  Crawford,  Jos. 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Mesback  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholsoa,  Peterson  Gdodwyui^  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Bolting  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Ayletf  Hawe^, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R:  iting,  Peter 
Little,  WiOiam  Lowndes.  Nathaniel  Macon,  George 
C  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,' 
Arunah  MetcaW,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthoiiy  NeWy>  Joseph 
Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  M.Ricbatdeon,  Heary 
M.  RIdgely,  Samuel  Ririggold,  Ebenexer  Sage,*  Ebeoe- 
zer  Seaver,  Samuel  SJ^w,  George  Smith,  Philip 
Stuart,  ^ilas  S^ow,  William  Qtrong»  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, and  Robc^  Wright,  '  ^ 
.  After ^  some  objectioas  by  Mr.  Mjlnob  to  the 
details  of  the  bili/particulariy  as  to  the  Anes  and 
imprisonments  imposed,  and  some  delmte  trpon  an 
ai^endment  which  he  proposed,  but  afterwilrds 
withdrew,  the  bill  was  amended  at  the  inKtanee  of 
Mr.  MiLNDR,  by  adding  to  it  the  following^  pro-' 
viso :  *^7^rovidid.  That  np  imprisonment  directed 
^  by  this  act,  shall,  in  any  io^ance.  endure  for  a 
*  longer  term  than  three  months.^'   ' 

The  question  was  then  pur,  "  Shall  the.  bill  be 
ordered  to  bb engrossed  fora  third  readiu^?"  when 
Mr.  Macon  wished  the  decision-,  of  that  qtiestion 
mitfht  be  postponed  till  to-morrow;  for,  friendlf 
as  he  was,  and  always  had  b|!en',  tpihe  arming  of 
the  militia,  an  amendmen^t  had  taken  place  which 
he  disliked  so  piuch  thjat  he  wished  time  to  con- 
sider whether  he  oughtviiow  to  Tote  for  the  bilL. 

And  on  motiomjthe  House  adjourned  until  4o- 
mofrow.-  '  '    '      '. 


FftiDAT,  February  14. 
"  Mr.  Qbolboh,  from  the  condmittee;  made  are- 
port  on  the  petition  of  Lieutenant' Simeon  Knight, 
which  ^its  read  ;  when  Mr.  Gbolsoii  presented 
a  bill  for  the  reKef of  Lieutenant  Simeon  Knight, 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Cbia- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pob- 
Jiie  Landtt,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Thooh 
Im  Orr ;  whieh  was  read.  a,nd  the  resolutibn  there- 
in contained  concurreo  in  by  the  House,  at 
ibilows: 

Resblifedj  That  Thomas  Or*,  the  assignee  of 
Martin  Andrews,  be  confirmed  in  the  purchase ef 
the  southeast  quarter  of  aection  "^n umber  elereo, 
towtisiiip  number  ^cTjcn,  and  range  second,  in  tht 
SteubenTille  District,  which  purchase  was  made 
on  the  fourth  day  of  May,  1811,  at  the  rate  of  fuor 
dollars  per  acre.  '. 

The  Committee  on  cbe  Public  Lands  were  in- 
struck  to  bring  in  a  bill,  pursuant  to  the  said  re- 
jfolution. 

Mr.  BuRWBLL  moved  that  the  petition  of  Peter 
Landais,  presented  some  time  ago,  and  at  that 
time  refused  a  reference  to  a  select  eomriiittee,  be 
now.referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  Thb 
was  objected  to'  by  Mr.  GaOi^aoM^  the  cbairmaB 
of  that  committee,  who^  said  this  petition  had 
been  frequently  berore  that  .coimitittee,  and  re^ 
ports  made  Upon  it.  If  it  Were  referred  at  all,  he 
hoped  it  would  therefore. go  to  a  select  commitlea 
The  ^notioii  to  refer  the  petition  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  was  ne^itired.  A  motion  was 
then  made  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  a9d 
earried.        •  * 

CLAIM  Of  THOMAS  WILSON. 

Mr.  .GaoLaoN«  from  the  Commiuee  of  Claioii] 
made'a  report  OB  ihe  petitioa  of  Thomas  Witsoa; 
which  was  read;  whed,  Mr.  Qholson  presented 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson  ;  whieh 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Commttteeof 
the  Whole  on  Mmkday^n'ezt.  The  report  is  i$ 
follows.: 

Thai  the  petitioacir  c|tiniaan  odSeK^KMia/a/foioantffcr 
rations  l^imished  to  tb^  troops vf^  the  United  Statw  in 
Looieiana,  pursuant  to  a  contract  with  thaDepertmast 
of  War,  dated  the  3d  of  August,  1608.  When  lbs  de- 
inaad  of  the  pc^titioner  ibr  extk  aUowaace.  waapreiSDtF 
edat  the  War  Department,  it  appears  kis  aoeoontohsd 
been-  transierred  to  tbe  acoouifting  officOTs  -of  the  Tict- 
suiy ;  and  the  Qeciataiy .of  War  obaerrea  that,  **  haviog 
duly  considered  the  .eli^im  be£>re  mentioned,  with  til 
the  circumstances  accompanying  the  same,"  be  con* 
eeives  he  is  *<  not  authorized'  to  make  any  further  ti- 
lowance;*'  but  He  recolnjn^nded  to  the  UomptroUer  t 
suspension  ofje^al  proceedings  against  Mr.  WiliOfi« 
until  he  couldmake  application  to  Congress  for  relief 
Upon  the  face  of  the  contract  there  is  nothing  to  sap- 
port  the  demand  of  the  petitioner,  tlis  claim  is  fbmid- 
ed  On  two  letters  torn  Qeneral  Dearborn,  late  Secrets- 

Sf  ^f  War,  which  are  exhibited  as  evidence  of  an  aa- 
erstanding  between  the  SeccKary  and  the  petiddoer 
at  the  time  of  the  contract,  ta  one  of  these  btlflii 
General  Dearborn  Says  to  Mr.  Wilson,  ***  diet  it  wm 
andoublsdJir  invaded  to  male  yaa^  reasonable  aUo^ 
ances  hi  aiiytmfteeseenaiid  aaataidaUe  aapsofW  Ait 
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Blight  become  neeeHtiy  for  oinying  into  e£Eect  tiidi 
parti  of  year  eonjtract  as  related  to.  bow  poets,  that 
might  be  eetablished  within  the  Ikntts  of  your  eontract 
in  Louisiana."  This  letUr  is  dated  the  36th  of  April, 
1811.  In  the  other  letter  General  Dearborn  infers 
Mr.  Eustis  **  that  eadi  of  the  posts  in  Loiusianm  inelad- 
ing  New  Orleans,  might  be  considered  as  new  posts" 
Tbas  the  petitioner  daims  eitra  compensation  for  the 
sQpplies  furnished  by  him  at  aU  the  military  posts  in 
ionisianay  mpon  the  Allegation  that^  in  furnishing 
tham,  he  enooontered  **  imforeseen  ^iid  onaToidable 
looses/'     \       '       . 

To  susAio  this  allegation,  the  petitioner  has  addticed 
a  variety  of  doctunents  whidi  satisfy  the  ^ommitte^, 
th&l^in  eiiooutiDg  his  contraot,  he  was  subjeoted  to  in- 
eoBTsniences,  and  must  hare  incorred  expenses  i^ot 
S>reseen  at  the  date  of  the  contract.  Applies,  in  ad- 
noee»  ipr  a  much  long er  period  than  that  mentioncMl' 
ID  the  conti[act  were  required,  and,  as  the  petitioner'as- 
•erts,  without  the  stipulated  notice.  The  petitioner,  it 
tppean^  was  consequently  compelled  to'  procure  the 
iQpplies  at  high  prices  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
places  where  they  were  wanted,  whilst,  in  a  regular 
course  of  supply,  he  would  have  had  time  to  have  got 
provisions  from  the  yiTestern  country,  where  theynwere 
cheap.  The  sadden  augmentations  and  diminutions 
ef  the  detachments  for  Orleans  .Territory,  are,  more* 
over,  affirmed  by  the  petitioner  to  have  been  causes  of 
ttnbarrassment  and  unforeseen  expense. 

Tour  committee,  after  a  full  ezaminati6n  of  the  snh- 
jeet,  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioifter  is  entitled  to 
■ofoe  additional  compensation,  to  be  adjusted  by  the 
•ceonnting  ofiSoers  of  the  Department  oF  War,  jupon 
•Qch  evidence  as  may  be  produced  by  the  petitioner* 
Th/^  therefor e»  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill  fi>r  his  relief. 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

T|ie  House  re^iira^d  the  consideratiion  of  the 
bill  for  arrpiog  the  milttiff ;  When,  on  raotion  of 
Mr.  MiLf^R,  an  amendment  wa9  ttiAde  to  that 
section  of  the  bill  which  inflicts^a  penalty  on  the 
representative  of  any  deceased  militiaman  im- 
properly witthholdiog  his  arms. 

Mr.  M.  Clat  stated  th^t  jie  jre^terdi^y  votedin 
iaFor  of  an  amendmeBt  to  the  bill^  leaving  it  with 
the  reanecuve  States  or  Territories  to  distribute 
the  arms  provided  hy  this  bill,  in  such  manner  as 
they  may  direct.  He  now  wished  to  have  that 
vote  re  considered,  add  .moved  to  that  effeet.-^Tbe 
yets  and  omys  irere  called  upon  the  qoestioii.  , 

Mr.  Lacook  observed,  that  |is  this  was  aiuim- 
portant  question,  upOn  which,  perhaps,  the  fate  of 
the  bill  depended,  he  could' wish  to  have  it  decid- 
ed in  a  fuUer  House;  there  being  barely  a  quo* 
rum  of  members  present.  He,  therefore,  moved 
that  the  House  ad journ.-oCirried. 


MofiDAT,  February  IT. 

Mr.  MoR^w,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  giving  a  further  time 
for  registering,  clain^s  to  lands  in  the  western  dis-, 
trict  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  ^  wbic)i  was  read 
twice  ^nd  commiued  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whol?  on  Thursday  ueit. 

Mr.  Kmo,  from  the  committee  cppotnted  the 
7lh  iastant,  presented  a  bill  tp  authorts^e  John 
iUUMrfordr  of  the  Stftta  of  North  Csroliiia,40 


bring  into  the  United  States  certain  slaves  there- 
in named  ;  which  wai  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  on  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

INCREASE  o:F  REVENUE. 

Mr.  Bagom,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  in  relation  to  the  revenue 
necessary  for  the  present  jMid  two  succeeding^ 
years,  accompanied  with  .a  plwlk  for  raisin j|^  the 
same;  which  was  read,  «nd  conimittedto  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  nekt.  The  re- 
port is  as  foHows  r 

The  Committee  of  Wayr  and  Means  having  taken 
into  consideration  the  subject  of  the  revenue  'and  ex- 
penditure of  the  United  States  for  the  present  and  two 
succeeding  years,  in  particular  reference  to  a  state  of 
contemplated  war  during  a  greater  portion  of.  that 
period,  ask  leave  16  report— 

Thafthe  ordinary  expenses  during'the  present  year, 
grouhded  on  the  eetimat^  abeady  hud  befope  Con- 
gress, are  esUmSted  as  follows,  via : 
Expenses  iti  a  6ivil  nature  both  foreign 

and  domestic  -  -  -  -  -  $1,960,000 
Army<^-exclusive  of  th^  additi<ma]  mill-   ' 

tapy  force  a«thpfized  by  the  act  of  the 

present  sQssion,.and  including  $32,800 

for  the  service  of  the  militia  in  tho 

years  1809^  1810,  an4.18H  -  -  S,M1,000 
Naval  Department,  including  the  Ma*' 

rine  Corps  -  -  -  -  -  ,1^,500,060 
Arsenahi,  arms,  ordtence,*  repairs  of  for^ 

tifications,  dbc.,  inclnding  $300,000 

permanent  appfopriations  for  Uie  pur- 
chase and  manufactiire  of  arms          -          Oli^OOO 
Ihdian  Department       -        ...  -           320,000 
Interest  on  the  pttbKc  debt    >•        -        •»        2,226,000 
,  ^  .iiii  * 

Total  ordinary  expenses'  -  -  -  $0,400,<kK) 
That  the  actual  veoeipts  into  tiie  Treas- 

ulry  during  the  siune'yMr  are  estittia-. 

uJl  at       -      ^  -       -     •  -       -       •     fe,2d0>000 

Leaving  a,  deficit  in  the  recApU  of    ^    -     $I,200^000 

Whioh  deficit  iib^,  however,  be  paid  out  of  *he 
moneys  remainhig  in  tile^Trea8ury  at  the  floee  of  the 
last  year,  leaving  a.  sum  of  $1,800,000  on  band, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  -the  Committee,  it  would  not 
be  prudent  under  ecistiDg  chtuuwtanees,  farther  to 
c^rhAUsft. 

That  the  extoaoidiMfy  expeasipe  of  the  pwsent  year 
alMady  anthorixed  by  law,  or  whidi.by  bilk  pending 
befole  Congress  ar«  in 'a  bourse  of  aUthoriaatioOyuare 
as. follows,  vis: 
Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  camp 

equipage,  •and  oUwr  quarlannastera  ^ 

iitores  ..-.--  $l,iN)0,000 
$lx  companies  of  moonledfangers  •  '..  108,762 
Additioflial  military  force  ...  6,112,5li0 
BepaiHng  vessels  out  of  eomxnMsioii'mii 

purdiase  of  timber  for  naval  purpoeee  680»000 

Erectioif  of  additional  fortifications  -  1,000^000 
Calling  out  cer^hl  eotps  of  .volunteers        1,060,000 

10,801»332 

Total  extraoidiaaiy  azpenses  say  •       -  $11,000,000 

The  whole  of  which  sum  it  is  nsesssaiy,  and  is  ae- 
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cordingljr  pro^poMd,  to  rajsa  by  iDanj  conformable  to  tfajs 

bill  iMfOWkh  roported  by  the  conftmittee* 

That  the  amount  of  ^e  principal  of  the  public  debt 
which  is  reimburseable  during  the  aame  year,  con- 
aistiug .  of  six  per  cent:,  deferred  and  exchanged 
ttoekfl,  ifl  '  •      i        •        «        -        -     $3,18&,000 

And  in  the  'tovent  of  atocka  &lltng  below 
par  (thereby  impoaiog  upon  the  Com-  ^ 

miaaioneraof  the  Sinking  Fpnd  an  oh*   . 
ligation  to  purchaae  in.wdei^  to  aatiafy 
the  annual  apfAropriation  ofeight-miP  / 

lions  of  dollars  for  the  redaction  of  4he 
public  debt)  may  amount  to  the  fur- 
ther sum  of      .....        3,640,060 


Total  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  which  may  become  reimbursa-* 
ble  durmg  the  present  year . .     - 


$5,775,000 


Which  sum  it  is  also  proposed  to  authoriart»  the 
Commissionera^  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  |>onoWf  con- 
formable to  stick  bill  as  may  hereafter  be  reported. 
That  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Qoverur 

ment  for  the  year  1813,  may  be  'esti- 
mated   as  for  the  present  year,   at 

about        -        -        -      .  -        .       ..   $9,000,000 
To  which  must  be>  added  the  interest 

then  accruing  on  ithe  loan  propoaed  to^ 

be  authorized  for  the  aervioe  of  the 

pra^eiit  year/ estimating  the  same  at  «. 

six  per  cent.r  and  amounting  t«         -.         660»000 
Making  the  reranue  necessary  to  be  pro- 
Tided,  for  paying  the  ordinary  expen- 

aes,  and  interest  on  loans  4or  that 

year  (and  leaving  the  extraordinary 
.  expenses  o£  the  year^also  to  he  proTi- 

<led  for  by  bans)       ....        9,660,000 
That  tl^  f  ece^te  into  the  Treasury  from 

the  present  fonrcea  of  revenue  during    • 
^  that  year,  calculating  on  m  state  of, 

war  daring  a  greater  portion  of  the' 

preaentyear,  are  estimated  (conjectur- 

ally)at    -   .    -        -        -   V  -        •        S^OO^AOO 
'  ' "  ^  ■' 

Lea^ng  a  deficiency  to  be  provided  for 

by  add^onal  reT^nues  tp  be  receited 

daring  that  year,  of  •       -     *  -        *       6,660,000 


EitimatSng  the  ordinary  expenma  of  1814 

as  for  the  present  year,  at  about  .  «  9,000,000 
And  adding  tiie  imsfaataocnunff^n  the 

loan  propoaed  for  the  present  year  •  .  660,000 
And  ake.th*  intereatthao  aocrmogon 

the  loan  whiph  in  all  probability  ipay 

be  necessary  to  cav4r.the  iioztr^ordi* 

nary  axpensea  of  1813,  and.which  k 

.would  not  be  prudent  to  calculate  at 

foas  than  eleven  millions  .        <r       .  660,000 


Making  the  Bevanae  neceasary  to  be  pro- 
vided- for  paying  the  ordinary  expen- 
^69  and  interest  on  loanK  for  that  yaar  '   < 

(and  leaving  the   extraordinary  ax*-.  .    *" 
pauses  of  the  year  alao  to  be  provided 
for  by  loans)     -        -        -        -        -  .    10,8SO^OOO 

Estimating  the  receipts  into  the  Treaa- 
ory  from  the  pveaent  aoorcea  of  the. 
revenue  during  that  jTMr  at       -        •       ^,100,000 


Leaving  a  deficient  to  be  provided  for 
by  additional  reveauea  to  be  received 
during  that  yeai^  of  -        •        -       •    $7,M6,»0 

Under  this  prospective  view  of  tha  financial  sitnttkm 
of  the  CK>vemment,  it  became  in  Ae  judgment  of  the 
committee  their  imperious  duty,  as  well  in  reforenot  to 
the  obligations  incumbent  upon  them  from  the  gnoil 
trust  with  which  they  were  cloVhed,  as  also  in  Mt' 
ence  to  that  portion  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the^  United  StMea  which  had  been  specially  refened  to 
their  consideration,  to  enter  as  early  aa  poMibie  luoa 
a  system  of  ways  and  means  calealated  to  provide  t 
revenue,  «  sufficient  at  least  to  ^fnf  the  ordmary  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  to  pay  the  interest  oo  Ike 
public  debt,  including  that  on  new  loans  vitfck  my 
be  authorized/' 

^ny  provision  falling  short  of  this  requidlion, 
would,  in  the  opinion  of 'the  committee,  betray  an  in- 
providence  in  the  Government,  tending  to  impair  hi 
general  character,  to  sap  the  foundations  of  its  credit, 
and  to  enfeeble  its  energies  in  the  prosecution  of  thi 
contest  into  which  it  may  soon  be  driven  in  defence  of 
its  unquestionable  rights,  and  for  the  repulsioh  of  foog 
continued  and  most  aggravated  aggressions.  Should 
the  ruinous  system  of  relying  altogether  upon  the  lid 
of  loans,  for  defraying  not  only  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penditures of  the  present  and  succeeding  year^,  buttlio 
a  large  portion  both  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  thi 
Government,  and  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  in- 
cluding that  on  new  loans,  be  suflered  to  prevail,  tod 
no  additional  Revenues  be  seasonably  provided,  it  wi 
result,  that  the  loans  which  it  may  be  neccssaiy  to 
authorize  daring  the  year  1813,  must  amount  to  it 
least  $17,660,000,  and  for  1814,  t<>'f  18,«ft0,000;  a 
operation  which  hj  throwing  into  the  market  so  laig* 
an  amount  of  stodit  accompanied  with  ho  a^aqut* 
provision  for  paying  even  the  intereat  accruing  on  oac^ 
as  may  be  created,  but  relying  altogether  upon  thi 
decreasing  ability  to  borrow  for  the  purpose  of  psjifif 
such  interest,  must  have  a  most  unfavorable  effect  opoe 
the  general  price  of  public  stocks,  and  the  conseqncDt 
terms  of  tiie  loans  themselves.  It  niay  be  added,  tint 
a  system  of  that  sort  would,  it  is  believed,  be  fonad  to 
be  altogether  unprecedented  }n  the  financial  lus^^T^ 
any  wise*  and  regular  Opv.emmant,  and  most,  if  ^mM 
to,  prodnoe,  at  Aq  distant  period,  thai  general  iCito  of 
public  discredit  which  attended  the  national  finaaeoi 
during  the  war  of  the  RevQlajkion,  and*whiGk  Bothiof 
but  the  paculiar  dreanwtaneea  of  the  coo^try,  tad  tko 
#ant  of  a  weU  organized  »nd  efi^ent  Govtni»ei< 
daring  (he  period  of  that  Revolation,  coold  at  ail  ja^- 

To  have- withheld  from  the  public  ^w  a  fiuraxpea- 
tion  of  the  pirobable  state  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  A* 
Government,  under  'the  very  first  pressure  of  sctiM 
war,  or  Ui  hare  deferred  submitting  to  the  House  M 
a  system  as  in  the  dpinion  of  the  committee  wai  io" 
diapenaable  to  place  the  revenues  of  the  countiy  ipM 
a  basii  commensiirate  vfith,  the  -poblic  exigHMm 
would,  in  their  judgment,  at  once  have  evinced  in  tbi 
eyea  of  foreign  nations  an  imbecility  of  action  sad  of 
design,  the  efiecto  of  which  must  be  too  obviotls  to  bo 
mistaken.  And  as  it  regards  our  own  coimtiy,  woaM 
have  indicated  a  pojicy  as  feeble  and  short-sigbied  oi 
il  must  have  been  considered  deceptive  and  disingM«* 
IS  unworthy  the  rulers  of  a  free  and  anligbt^ 
,  as  in' tta  result  it  wpuld  have  been  foond  ftta^ 


one 

nation, 

to  its  interests^  and  paralyzing  to  aM  tta  i 

obviotfa  that  the  wiiola  amovnt  which  it  la  mtMmrj 


It  if 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1063 


mSTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


1054 


February,  1812. 


Increase  of  Revenue. 


H.  OP  R. 


to  rmise  in  order  to  meet  the  anticipated  deficit  of  rev- 
enue for  the  ensuing  years,  is  indeed  <'  moderate  when 
coinpared  either  wi&  the  populi^tion  and  wealth  of  the 
United  States  or  with  the  burdens  laid  on  IZuropean 
nations  by  their  GoTernments." 

To  doubt  either  the  ''will  or  the  ability"  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  bear  such  burdens  as 
are  indispensable  to  this  end,  would  be,  to  doubt  their 
dispositions  to  meet  seriously  the  contest  which  is  pre- 
sented to  them',  and  would  go  far  to  prove  that  it  had 
better  not  have  been  attempted. 

To  doubt  the  readiness  of  the  Government  to  bring 
''promptly  and  efficiently"  into  action  the  necessary 
resources  of  the  nation,  would  be  to  cast  a  distrust 
over  the  sincerity  of  those  pledges  which  they  have 
so  recently  and  distinctly  given  to  the  world  in  that 
respect,  and  woidd  im|^  a  suspicion  of  their  firmness 
or  forecast  not  Ibr  a  moment  to  be  entertained. 

For  a  more  fViU  and  distinct  elucidation  of  thcr  gene- 
ral subject  whidi  it  has  become  the  duty. of  the  com- 
mittee to  present  to  the  House,  they  beg  leave  to  refyt 
to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  an- 
swer to  the  several  inquiries  made  of  him  by  their  order, 
tnd  which  has  heretofore  been  laid  before  the  Bouse; 
eoncurring  as  they  mos(  fully  do  in  the  genera]  opin- 
ion expressed  by  him,  *'  That  what  appears  to  be  of 
vital  importunce.  is,  that  the  crisis  sl^ould  at  once  be 
met  by  the  adoption  of  efiSdent  measures,  which  will 
with  certainty  provide  means  commensurate  with  the 
expense,  and  by  preserving  unimpaired  instead  of  abus- 
ing that  public  credit  on  which  the  pubKc  resources  so 
eminently  depend,  will  enable  the  United  States  to 
persevere  in  the  contest,  until  an  honorable  peace  shall 
bite  been  obtained." 

It  is  then  proposed  by  the  committee,  that  the  ad- 
ditional revenue  which  will  be  necessary  "  to  defray 
the  ordinary  expense  of  Government,  and  to  pay  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  including  that  on  new 
loans  which  may  be  authorized,"  should  be  immedia- 
tely provided  for  in  the  following  modes,  viz : 

lit*  Additional  dutiea  of  impotts  and  tonnage* 

Ist  An  increase  pf  the  duties  now  payable  by  law  on 
imported  merohandise  calculated  to  yield  a  net  rev- 
enue of $3,500,000 

M.  A  ibrther  retention  on  the  amoant 
of  all  drawbacks  allowed  by  law  on 
the  exportation  of  goods,  wares*  and 
merchani^ise,  calculated  to  yield  a  net 
revenue  of       •        -        ?        •        •  100,000 

3d.  An  additiotial  tonnage  duty  on  Ame- 
rican and  foreign  vessels,  calculated  to 
yield  a  net  revenue  of       ...  100,000 

4Ui<  A  duty  on  all  salt  imported,  calcu- 
lated to  yield  a  net  revenue  of  -        •  |00,000 


Total  net  amount  of  revenue  estimated 
from  additional  duties  of  imposts  and 
tonnage 


9.200,000 


M  Internal  dutiet. 
1st  A  duty  on  licenses .  to  difetil  spirits  from  foreign 

and  domestic  materials,  calculated  to*  yield  a  gross 

revenue  of $376,000 

td.  A  duty  on  licenses  to  retailer*  of 

wines,  spirits,  and  foreign  merchandise, 

including  tavem-keepen,  oaleulatad  to 

yieldagroMnMiiaeof     •  600,000 


9d.  A  duty  on  sales  at  auction  of  foreign 

merchandise  and  of  vessels,  calculated 

to  yield  a  gross  revenue  of         -        -        $150,000 
4th.  A  duty  on  all  sugars  wfined  in  the 

United  States,  calculated  to  yield  a 

gross  revenue  of       -        -        -        -  300,000 

5th.  A  duty  on  carriages  used  for  the 

conveyance  of  persons,  calculated  to 
'  yield  a  gross  revenue  of    -        -        -  160,000 

6th.  A  duty  on  various  instruments  of 

writing,  to  be  collected  by  means  of 

stamps^  calculated  to  yield  a  gross  rev- 
enue of '      •  '460,000 

Total  gro^  amount  of  revenue  estima- 
ted from  internal  duties    -        .        •        1,736,'000 
3rf.  Direct  taX, 

A  direct  tax  to  be  laid  and  apportioned 
among  the  several  States  according  to 
the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tipn,  grots  amount    •       •       •        •        8,000,000 

Total  gross  amount  estimated  to  be  re- 
ceived from  internal  duties  and  direct 
'tax,  when  they  shall  be  effectually  or- 
ganhed,  (or  in  1814,)        ...        4,736,000 

Deduct  expense  of  atseMmetit,  •  coUee* 
tion,  ana  loaees,  at  about  16  per  cent.  700,000 

Net  amount  estimated  from  ni^mal  du- 
ties and  direct  tax  ibr  1814        .        -        4.036,000 

Net  amount  estimated  from  additional 
duties  of  imposts  and  tonnage,  inter- 
nal duties,  and  direct  tar  for  1814      -   ,    7,336)000 

Bta  which  on  account  of  tlie  ineffectual 
organiaatian  of  the  internal  duties  and 
direct  tax  may  not  yield,  in  1819,  that  ^ 

amount  by  a  sum  of         •        •        -  660,000 

<    ■      ■■ 

Leaving  the  net  amount  estimated  for 

1813 6,676,000 


And  fr»r  tiiis  parpeae  the  CSemmittee  lecommend  lo 
^  Uov»e  the  adoptien  of  the  foUowiagTesolutjoM, 
via: 

1.  Retched,  That  an  addition  of  one  hundred  per 
eent.  be  made  to  the  mfmtJi  rates  ef  pennanent  donee 
now  imposed  by  law  on  all  goods,  waies^  and  mer^ 
chandise,  imported  into  the  Uliited  Stfttoa. 

8.  Resolved,  That  twenty-five  per  oeAtum  be  ve- 
taitted  on  all  jthedrawbacks  allowed  by  law  on  t^to  ex- 
portation of  goods,  waree»  and  mocliandise,  exported 
firoia  the  United  Slalee. 

3.  Heeohed,  That  additional  tonnage  dnties  be  laid 
at  the  following  rates,  vix : 

1st.  On  all  vessels  lioenped  for  the  coasting  trade  or 
fisheries,  twen^  eents  per  ton  a  year. , 

3d.  On  all  other  vessels  owned  by  citiaens  of  the 
United  States,  twenty-five  cents  per  ten  on  the  entry 
of  the  vessek 

3d.  On  all  fbrqign  veasels,  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  ton  on  the  entry  ef  the  vessel. 

4.  Reeohedy  Tha»  a  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  bnshel 
be  laid  upon  all  salt  imported  into  the  United  Statea. 

6.  Reeohed,  That  duties  be  laid  <m  licensea  to  distU 
spirits;  at  the  tbllowing  rates,  via : 

let  On  iUUs  emplogFed  in  distilling  epiriti  fnm 
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foreign  materials,  at  the  rate  of  seT^ntj-fiTe  cents  per 
gallon  on  the.  capacity  of.  each  stills. 

2d/0n  stills  solely  employed  in  distilling  spirits 
from  domestic  materials,  at  any  distillery  at  which 
there  are  one  or  more  stills  of  more  capacity  together 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  gallons,  at  the  rate^cS"  fifty 
eeiits  per  gallon  on  the  capacity  o(  such  itiUs. 

3d.  On  other  stills  solely  employed  in  distilling 
apirits  from  fruit,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars  oi^  each 
atill  a  year. 

4th.  On  other  stills  solely  employed  in  distilling 
■pints  from  any  domestic  materiaka,  at  the  rate  of  fif- 
teen dollars  on  each  still  a  year. 

6.  Resolved,  That  duties  be  faid  on  licetises  to  re- 
tailers of  wines,  spirits,  and  foreign  merchandise,  in- 

'  cloding  taTem  keepers,  at  the  following  rates,  viz : 

If  in  'cities,  towns,  or  viUag es,  containing  more  than 
one  hundred  fomilies—  " 

1st  On  retailers  of  foreign  merchandiaej  including 
wines  and  spirits,  twenty-five  doUan. 

2d.  On  retailers  of  wines  alone,  twenty  dollars. 

3d.  On  retailers  of  spirits  alone,  twenty  dollars. 

4th., On  retailers  of  domestic  spirits  alone,  fifteen 
dollars. 

6th.  On  retailerspf  foreign  merchandise  other  thui 
wines  or  spirits,  fifteen  dollars. 

If  in  any  o|her  place  than  cities,  towVia»  or  i^Uagts, 
otataining  more  than  one  hundred  families — 

1st.  On  retailers  of  foreign  merchandise,  including 
wines  and  sphrilS)  fifteen  dollars. 

3dr  On  retailers  of  wines  and  spirits,  fifteen  dollars. 

3d*'  On  retailers  of  domestic  spirits  alon^  ten  dol- 
lars. 

4th.  Qn  retaUeis  of  foreign  merchandise  other  than 
wines  and  spirits,  ten  dollars. 

7.  Resolved,  That  duties  be  laid  on  sales  at  auction 
of  foreign  merchandise,  for  every  hundred  dollars  of 
the  purchase  money,  two  dollars ;  and  on  sales  at  auc- 
taen  of  ships  or  vessels,  for  every  hundred  dollars  of 
the  purchase  money,  twenty-five  cents. 

8.  Resolted,  That  a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound 
be  laid  on  all  sugars  "refined  in  the  United  States,  al- 
lowing a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  the  satae^ 

9.  Resolved,  That.duties  be  laid  on  carriages  used 
for  the  conveyvnoe  of  persons,  at  the^iUowuig  rat^  : 

1st.  On  every  coach,  chariot,  and  postcbii^e;  twen- 
ty-five dpllars. 

I  ad.  Oft  eveiy  ^aetotr,  andl  on  eveqr  eoftohte,Jiav- 
ing  p#n^l  work  in  th6  upper  divisieii  theieol^  fifteen 
•  d«Hars. 

3d.  On  eveiy  fenr^wheel  carriage  hanging  on  steel 
■  springs,  ten  dollars. 

ith.  On  every  fo«i-wheel  ottriage  hanging  upon 
ifon  or  wooden  aprings,«nd  on  every,  two-wheel  car- 
riage, with  a  top,  or  hanging  on  steel  or  iron  spripk>» 
ftvedoUan. 

6th.  On  every  pther  fonr  qt  two-whael  earrk«e, 
thfee-dollais^ 

10.  Resolved,  That  stamp  duties  be  laid  on  the  (pi- 
towing  in^trnments  of  writing,  via : 

•1st.  On  all  notes  payable  ta  bearer  or  order,  issued 
by  any  bank  or  bankers,  at  rates  on  an  average  of  one 
dollar  for  every  hondred  dollars,  vrith  an. option  to 
pay,  in  lieu  thereof,  1^  per  centum  on  their  dividends. 

8d.  On  all  notes  of  hand,  above  fifty  doUar%  paya- 
ble to  bearer  or  order,  having  one  or  more  endorsers, 
at  an  average  of  Hjn  cents  for  every  hundred  dollars. 

11.  Resohed,  That  three   miUiens  of  dollais  be 
'    ~  hx  a  dinet  tai^  to  1m  i^i^orlioiitd  amonc  the 


several  States  agreeably  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution. 

12.  Resolved,  That  each  State  be  authorized  to  ptj 
the  amount  of  its  quota  to  the  United  States,  with  t 
deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  if  paid  before  the  iiie«* 
ment  is  commenced,  and  of  seven  and  a  half  per  oenl 
if  paid  before  the  tax  becomes  due. 

13.  Resolved,  That  all  the  duties  above  ennmertte^ 
and  the  tax  aforesaid,  shall  be  laid  and  bedome  pajt- 
ble  only  after  the  United  States  shall  have  become  en* 
gaged  in  a  war  with  a  foreign  European  natioo,  or 
shall  have  authorised  the  issuing  of  letters  of  mtiqie 
and  reprisal  against  the  subjects  of  such  nation. 

.14.  Resolved^  Hiat  the  said  duties  and  tax  ihifl 
continue  until  one  year  after  the  conclusion  of  peace 
with  such  foreign  nation  and  t)o  longer. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  committee,  then  presented 
a  bill  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
— -—  millions  of  dollars ;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  commiued  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday. 

THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  fur  arming  the  militia  of  the  Uqited  States, 
when  Mr.  Clay's  motion,  made  to  recbnsTder  the 
•mendment  which  had  been  agreed  to^  patliogit 
in  the  power  of  the  respective  States  to  distribate 
the  arms  as  they  thought  proper,  came  under  dis- 
cussion. It  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Macm, 
Smilie.  Btow,  Fislt^and  Little,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Robbbts,  TAtLMADQB,  Wwoeit, 
Rbba,  and  McCoy. 

It  was  argued  in  favor  pf  a  recoosideratioo, 
that  this  amendment  might  defeat  the  object  of 
thcbitl,  which  was  to  put  arms  into  the  bands  of 
every  young  man  when  he  attained  the  age  of 
eighteen ;  that  this  Amendment  placed  it  io  (be 
power  of  the  State  Legislatures  to  lay  np  the 
arms  in  an  armory,  or  to  put  them  into  the  hands 
of  a  favored  party  ^  instead  of  armiirg  the  nation, 
the  arms  might  be  locked  up  frpm  t^e  people;  u 
would  be  arming  the  Goyernment  agaiosi  (be 
people,  and  not  placing  the  people  in  a  situation 
to  defend  themselves  aghiost  any  oppressioa  vitii 
Which  they  might  be  menaced  from  wbaterer 
quarter  it  might  come.  Allusions  were  made  to 
the  period  when  McPherson's  Blue9  threitened 
the  peace  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia^  and  to  tbe 
Edabargo  times,  in-order  to  show  that  the  anns 
would  oe  safer  in  the  hands  of  the  people  than 
laid  op  in  armorres  by  tbe  States. 

Against  the  reconsideration  it  was  cooteoded, 
that  the  respective  State  Legislatures  mlgbt 
safely  be  trusted  with  the  power  of  distributinf 
these  arms;  that  they  never  could  be  supposed  (• 
become  tbe  oppressors  of  tbe  people,  since  tbef 
were  annually  elected  by  the  people;  that  tbe 
probability  was,  that  they  would  distribute  tbe 
arms  among  the  citiEena  in  such  a  manner  ai 
each  S^tate  would  deem  btet  calculated  to  reader 
the  militia  efficient.  As  to  the  instances  of  io* 
proper  conduct  in  ^  small  number  of  individual 
alluded  to,  no  danger  could  ever  be  apprehtoded 
from  such  momentary  delusions. 

The  question  for  reconsideration  was  ^^ 
uved-^yeas  5%  nays  02,  ■§  foUowat 
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Yxis— Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  William  Anderson,  Bur- 
well  Bftssett,  William  W;  Bibb,  William  Blackledge, 
John  G.  Cdhoun,  LaAgdon  Cheres,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cochran/  WilTiam  Crawford,  Jo^ph  Desha^ 
Ssntnel  Dinsmoor,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  GholMm,  Peterson  Goodwytii^Idaiih  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grandy,  Boiling  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hafty,  Joseph  J^nt,  WilUam  R.  King,  Peter  Little, 
William  Lowndei,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  George  C.  Max- 
well, Thomtf  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel 
McKee,  Amnah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Hugh  Nel- 
son, Stephen  Ormsby,  Joeeph  Pearspn,  brael  Pickena, 
James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Wm.  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Jno.  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Silas  Stow, 
William  Strong,  Robert  Wright,  and  David  R., Wil- 
liams. 

XiTS — Stevenson  Archer,  John  Paker,  T>B^id  Bard, 
Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge, 
Elijah  Brigham,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  William  Butler,. 
Epaphroditus  'Champion,  Martin  Chitienden,  Lewis 
Condit,  John  Dftvenport,  jun.,  Roger  Davis,  Elias 
Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  ObeJ 
Hall,  Richard  Jaeksont  jun.,,Abner  Laeeck,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Leiever,  Robt;  Le  Roy  Livingston,'Aaroii 
Lyle,  WilUaBl  McCoy,  Alexander-  McKim,  James  Mil* 
nor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
0.  Moseley^  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thos. 
Newton,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Ben- 
jamin Pond,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  John 
Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodm^,  ^o^n  Se- 
vier, Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturgesj  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy)  George  M. 
Troop,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
junior,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robt.  White-' 
hill,  Waiiam  Widgery,  and  ThOma«  Wilson. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  (o  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  a  proviso  to  the  amendment  above  al- 
luded to:  '* Provided  such  directions  sbaU  not 
contravene  the  provisions  contained  in  the  first 
wioa  of  this  act."  [Which  directs  that  every 
citizen  arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen  shall  be 
pQt  ia  possession  of  a  stand  of  arms.] 

This  motioD  was  negatived — yeas  54,  nays  55} 
as  follows: 

TiAs-^WiHis  Alstoq,  junior,  WUKmu  Andenon) 
BnrweU  Baasett,  Wpam  W.  Bibb,  WiUtam  Black- 
ledge,  John  C.  CaUkoiin,  Langdoa  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Joseph  De- 
^  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin,  I'homas  GhoUon,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  AyleU  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  R.  King,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Wil- 
liam Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
fhomas  Moore,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jas.. 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Pi- 
per, James  Pleatamts,  iun.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Wm.  M. 
Kichardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgbld, 
John  Roane,  Ebene2er  Sage,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  ^ml. 
^w,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Silas  Stow,  Wilitom  Strong,  David  B. 
Wifliams^  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats— 49tevenson*  Archer,  Exekiel  Bacon,  John 
Biker,  David  Bard,  James  Breckenridge,  EKjabBrig^ 
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ham,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Epaphro- 
ditus Champion,  Martin  Chittei\den,  Lewis  Condity 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  Jas. 
Emott,  William  Ftndley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Felix  Grundy,  Richard  Jack-  . 
son,  jun.,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  La^w,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jun.r  Aaron  Lyt^,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  Mc- 
Kim, James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitdull,  Jonathan  0« 
Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
William  Reed,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William 
Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sey- 
bert, Daniel  Sheffey,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggatt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, . 
George  M.  Tro^p,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Whea- 
ton, Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  Wm.  Widgery* 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by^  Mr.  B.  Hall,  to 
amend  the  section  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof^ 
the  following  provissio: 

'*  Fropidedt  That  the  regulations  made  by  any  State 
or  Territory  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  cause  the 
arms  to  be  taken  care  of;  and,  from  time  to  time,  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  repaired  and  j>ut  in  complete 
order^** 

Before  a  question  was  taken  on  this  amend- 
ment, the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  18. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Coti^mittee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thos. 
Orr;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  taa 
Committee  pf  ti>e  Whole  on  Monday  next.      ^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ainend- 
ment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  making  appro* 
priations  for  the  support  of  an  additional  mili- 
tary force;*'  and  the  amendment  beiug  read,  was 
concurred  ill  by  the  House. 

Tbe  House  resolveci  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill,  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  purchase  of  Wins- 
low  Lewis  his  patent  right  for  a  new  mode  of 
lighting  light-houses;  which,  beingamended,  and 
an  appropriatidn  of  $60,000  made,  the  bill  was 
reported  t^'the  House,  agreed  to,  atid  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  ^       .  ,    .-^' 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

Mr.  PoiiTER,  a^rreeably  to  notice,  offered  to  the 
House  the  following  resointiont 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  report  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  ebgage,  commission,  and  organize  a 
prorisional  military  force  of  twenty,  thousand  men,  in 
addition  to  the  force  already  authorized  by  law. 

Tbe  House  agre^td  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Porter  «aid,'  thai  the  resolution  did  not 
describe  very  definitely  the  species  of  force  pro- 
posed to  be  raised.  He  had  purposely  couched  it 
in  brbad  and  general  terms,  to  prevent  any  em- 
barrassment to  tbe  committee,  should  One  be  ap- 
pointed, whose  duty  it  would  be  to  prepare  the 
bill.  He  would,  however,  submit  to  the  House, 
more  minutely  his  own  views  in  making  the  i)ro- 
(Kmtioo.    His  object  was  to  provide  a  force  sim* 
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ilar  to  the  one  proposed  tobe  raised  hj  the  first 
ToluDteer  bill  reported  by  the  Compiittee  ott  For* 
eigD  Relations,  and  which  unibrtaoately,  iD  his- 
opinion,  had  been  abandoned  for  one  of  a' differ- 
ent description.  His  wish  was  to  raise  a  tenipo^ 
rary  force  fot  immediate  servi<;e,  and  applica- 
ble to  any  military  object  which  ihe  Qovern- 
meot  mtipht  feel  disposed  to  accomplish  before  the 
Army  of  25,000,  whose  formation  would  be  ne; 
cessarily  lardy,  couW  be  prepared  for  eflfective 
service.  He  wished  to  hold  out  an  ipvitation  to 
the  enterprising  young  men  who  compose  the 
volunteer  roilitia,.who  already  possess  some  ktiow-. 
ledge  of  military  tactics;  and  who,  from  patriotic 
motives,  will  cheerfully  offer  their  services  for  a 
short  period  and  for  a  definite  object ;  but  who 
will  not  submitt  to  the  drudfi;ery  of  a  camp  for 
five,  years.  He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood, that  his  object  was  to  make  the  services  of 
the  proposed  corps  contingent— not  to  be  employed 
unless  m  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  they  should 
be  necessary,  and  not  to  be  paid  except  when  in 
actual  service.  This  ^^ould  prevent  any  unne- 
cessary expense  to  the  Govemmjent.  . 

Mr.  P;  hoped  his  proposition  would  be  met  in 
the  sajne  spirit  of  candpr  in  which  it  was  offered. 
He  was.  satisfied  that  on  the  success  of  this  or 
some  similar  measure,  the  lives  and  fortunes  oT 
many  of  his  immediate  constituents,  and  of  many 
other  good  people  of  ihe  United  States^  were,  in 
the  event  or  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  suspended. 
If  we  could  repose  any  confidence  in  our  own  acts 
and  declarations,  we  had  already  brought  ,our- 
selVes  to  the  verge  of  such  a  war,  and  Great'Brit- 
ain  is^y  this  time  fully  apprized  of  our  intentions. 
What  Would  be  her  course  of  donduct  bn  the  oc- 
casion ?  Would  she  remain  supine  and  inactive, 
and  suffer  her  territories  to  be  wrested  from  herj 
and  her  subjects  butchered,  without  making  an 
effort  at  resistance?  No,  this  was  not  the  char- 
acter of  Out.  enemy.  In  the  numerous  wars  in 
which  she  had  been  engaged,  she  had  rarely  been 
known  to  give  the  second  blow.  And  if  we  con- 
tinued to  go  on  preparing  for  war  in  the  good  ma- 
tured, desultory  way  we  had  hitherto  pursued,  he 
greatly  feared  that,  by  and  bye,  and  when^  we  least 
expect  It,  we  shall  receive  a  stroke  which  this  na- 
tion may  Idng  have  occasion  to  lament ;  and  for 
which,  if  justly  imputable  to  our. tardiness  and 
indecision,  we  coald  never  be  forgiven.  He  would 
not  accuse  any  honorable  member  of  apathy  to 
the  interests  of  the  nation,  but  he  feared  we  did 
not  realize,  as  we  olight,  the  highly  critical  situa-- 
tion  in  which  our  measures  had  placed  it.  The 
business  of  making  war  was  not  to  be  trifled  with ; 
it  was  time  we  shotild  understand  each  other. 
Mr.  P.  said  he  had  not  the  honor  to  be  distinguish- 
ed for  makii)g  high-toned  war  speeches.  He 
.confessed  that  it  was  not  without  hesitation  and 
reluctance  that  he  had  brought  himself  to  con- 
sent that  the  nation  should  abandon  its  present 
peaceful,  and,  in  many  respects,  prosperous  con- 
dition, for  the  uncertainties  of  war.  But  having, 
in  common  as  he  trusted,  wi^h  a  large  majority 
of  the  House,  satisfied  himself '  that  there  was  no 
other  course  to  pursue  consistently  with  the  es« 


sential  rights  and  interests  of  an  iadepemleDt  Dt- 
tion,  he  was  disposed  to  commence  aqd  prosecute 
war,  in  the  only  way  in  which  war  could  be  suc- 
cessfully prosecuted,  with  vrgor'asd  decision.  If 
this  course  had  not  been,  or  should  not  be  pursued, 
the-respoadbility  would  not  rest  upon  his  shoul- 
ders. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  felt  it  his  duty,  unpleasant  is  it 
was,  to  repel  a  charge  which  had  been  made  a^inst 
one  description  of  the  members  of  the  House, 
and  in  which  he  might  be  supposed  to  be  impli- 
cated. It  had  been  more  than  once  Insinuated 
that  the  members  from  fhe  interior  are  most  eager 
for  war,  because  they  would  be  least  exposed  to 
its  calamities.  The  remark  mieht  have  been  bet- 
ter spared. '  It  was,  as  to  himself  at  Jeast,  wholly 
without  foundation.'  His  residence  was  on  the 
Niagara  riv^r,  directly  opposite  to  the  point  where 
the  whole  of  the  physical  force  of  Upper  Canada 
was  concentrated.  He  lived  within  reach  of  the 
guns  of  a  British  fort ;  and  no  man,  in  proportion 
to  what  he.  had  to  risk,  would  put  more  at  haz- 
ard than  himself  in  the  conflict  which  is4o  ensue. 
He  would  say,  too,  (not,  however,- by  way  of  her 
grng  quarters  from  the  Canadians^  for  he  should 
never  do  that,)  that  he  had  many  valuable  friends 
in  Canada — men  with  whom  he  was  in  habits  of 
almost  daily  intercourse*  and  for  whom  he  eDte^ 
tained  the  warmest  regards  These  teen  koeir 
that  the  course  which  he  was  pursuing  ia  this 
House,  in  relation  to  Great  Britain,  did  not  pro- 
ceed from  hostility  to  them,  nor  to  the  people 
of  the  Canadas;  but  that  it  was  dictated  by  the 
same  loYe  for  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  his 
.country,  which  they  felt  for  theirs,  and  without 
feeling  which  he  should  be  unworthy  of  their 
friendship.  Under  such  circumstances  a  war 
would  be  peculiarly  distressing  to  hinn,  as  Well  od 
account  of  the  exposed  situation  of  himself  add 
friends  within  the  United  States,  as  of  those  io 
Canada,  and  with  whom  it  would  bring  him  io 
collision.  But  he  should  feel  himself  unworthj 
the  confidence  of  his  country,  if  he  could  suffer 
suoh  considerations  to  govern  nim  in  a  ^reat  ques- 
tion involving  the  vital  rights  of  the  nation.  The 
safety  of  himself  and  his  constituents  was  bot- 
tomed on  this  belief,  that,  in  case  warisiodis- 
pensabU,  it  will  be  promptly  undertaken,  and 
speedily  terminated ;  that  ft  will  be  hoflorably.tt 
the  same  time  that  it  is  vigorously  condoeted; 
and  that  it  will  not  be  disgraced  by  the  savage 
barbarities  and  petty  depredations,  which  toooftes 
characterize  the  wars  carried  t>n  along  the  bo^ 
defs  of  neighboring  ahd  hostile  nations. 

Our  pVofessed  object,  at  the.  outset  of  the  war, 
was  to  attack  the  British  provinces;  and  here, he 
was  ready  to  agree,  the  enemy  was  most  vnlnen- 
ble  to  our  power.  What,  then,  he- would  ask  the 
House,  as  practical  men,  was  the  best  course  to 
pursue  to  attain  this  object  with  tBe  least  sacri- 
nee  to  ourselves?  He  possessed  some  knowledge 
of  the  situation,  and  strength  of  the  Caoadas, 
which  he  had  derived,  partly  from  personal  ob- 
servation,  and  partly  from  the  information  of  re- 
spectable men  who  reside  there.  The  British 
have  about  five  thousand  regular  troops  in  ^ue- 
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bee,  confined  ezclasirelf  to  the  defence  of  that 
fortress.  These  they  dare  not  march,  in  case  of 
war,  to  any  distance  from  Quebec,  lest  their  re- 
treat should  be  intercepted  by  a  for^e,  which  eoald 
always  be  raised  and  sent  in  from  the  New  Eog- 
laad  States,  on  a  few  days'  notice.  They  could 
oppose  no  obstacle  to  the  subjugation  of  the  upper 
coantry.  Independently  of  (luebec  they  had  not 
more  than  two  thousand  or  three  thousand  regu- 
lar troops  in  both  the  Canadas,  and  these  disptnrs- 
ed  over  a  country  as  many  miles  in  extent  as 
there  were  numbers  of  men.  They  had  no  form- 
idable fortifications.  Most  of  the  efficient  force 
th^  could  oppote  to  us,  consisted  in  a  raw  and 
undisciplined  militia  of  about  (wenty  thobsand, 
who  were,  in  every  respect,  inferior  to  our  own ; 
inferior  in  arms  and  equipments,  inferior  in  dis- 
cipline, and,  he  might  well  say,  inferior  in  national 
spirit.  No  reinforcement  could  be  thrown  in  nnril 
the  St.  Lawrence  becomes  navigable,  which  will 
be  about  the  last  day  of  May ;  and  we  might  safety 
calculate  that  no  troops  would  reach  tne  upper 
country  before  the  first  of  July.  Would  it  not, 
then  be  wise,  (if  our  object  really  were  to  occupy 
the  Canadas,)  would  it  not  be  a  paving  of  blood 
aad  treasure  to  calculate  oiv  ^^  invasion  before 
the  time  we  bad  mentioned?  We  should  all 
agi^  that  it  would ;  but,  he  would  ask  whether 
we  had  made  any  effectual  provision  for  enabling 
the  President  to  take  such  a  course  7  We  must 
attack  Canada,  if  at  all,  with  regular  troops  or 
volunteers,  or  both.  When. he  spoke  of  regular 
troops  in  contradistinction  ta volunteers,  he  meant 
bv  the  former,  men  on  lon^  enlistments,  who  make 
the  profession  of  arms  their  regular  business ;  and, 
by  the  latte/,  m^n  engaged  for  a  short  period  and 
for  n  definite  object,  although,  strictly  speaking, 
they  were  both  regular  troops  and  both  volunr 
teeils.  We  had  been  told  by  some  gentlemen,  tha^ 
the  only  proper  force  for  this  purpose  was  an  army 
of  regular  troops  5  that  they  were  more  effective 
tba^i  volunteers;  that  it  would  be  a  Wanton,waste 
of  the  best  blood  of  the  country  to  send  volunteers 
on  sQcb  a.service.  He  was  ready  to  agree  that  reg- 
ular troops  were  better  than  volunteers }  but  had 
^6  got  them  ?  We  have  passed  a  law  to  raise 
twenty-five  tl)ousand  regular  .troops,  but  no  rea- 
BOBable  man  would  say  that  they  c()old  be  all 
^ised  in  time  to  effect  anv  inuportant  service 
uQriog  the  present  year.  ^The  officers  were  not 
yet  appointed.  The  men  were  to  be  recruited  in 
^y  part  of  the  United  States,  from  Maine  to 
^reia  and  Tennessee,  and  it  would  require  some 
iQontbs,  after  their  enlistment,  to  collect  them  to* 
S^ther,  and  march  them  to  some  common  place 
Oi  rendezvous,  on  the  enemy's  lines.  The  q^es 
tioo  is  not,  then,  the  abstract  one,  whether  regu- 
«r  troops  are  belter  than  volunteers ;  but  whether 
It  is  better  to  attack  Canada  with  volunteers, 
while  we  have  nothing  to  oppose  us  tut  militiiL 
peatly> inferior  to  our  own  ;  or  whether  it  will 
be  better  to  delay  a  year,  and  then  make  the  in- 
vasion with  regular  tropps^  when  we  shall  be  met 
liot'onlyby  regular,  but  by  highly  disciplined 
veteran  troops,  every  Way  superior  to  ours,  and 
^^h  too,  aided  by  an  improved  militia,  and  the 


fortifications  which  this  lapae  of  time  wijl  have 
given  them  an  opportunity  to  erect.  During  this 
interval,  too,  we  should  be  exposed  t^o  the  miseries 
of  a  savage  war  along  our  Western  frontiers ;  and, 
on  the  North,  to  the  prectatory. irruptions  of  the 
Canadians. 

Itlr.  P.  said,  that  he  had  never  entertained  any 
doubts  on  this  ^ub^ct ;  and,  although  he  profess- 
e<jl  no  skrll  as  a  inilitary  man,  he  could  not  hesi- 
tate in  giving  an  opinion  as  to  the  course  we 
ought  to  pursue.  Let  us,  said,  he,  raise  fifteen  or 
twenty  thousand  volunteers  in  the  Northern  and 
Eastern  States.  They  may  be  easily  obtained  in 
companies,  already  associated,  armed  and  discip- 
lined, and  ready  to. take  the  field  b)[  the  middle  of 
May.  To  these  let  us  add  six  or  eight  thousand 
regular  troops,  or  whatever  number  w  the  twenty- 
five  thousand  that  shall  then  have  been  imbodie^. 
With  this  armv  we. may  overrun  Canada,  with 
the  e^eption  ot  Cluebeo,  in  a  few  weeks.  Let 
the  army  descend  to  some  point  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence between  Montreal  -and  Ctuebec ;  there  let 
a.  military  post  be  established,  and  the  regular 
troops  stationed;  there  the  soldiers  may  have  time 
to  become  deiterous  artillerUts,  and  the  officers 
practical  engineers.  And,  when  they  shall  have 
acquired  a  competent  degree  of  skill  and  science 
in  their  profession,  and  have  been  joined  bv  other 
regolar  troops,  they  may  proceed  at  their  leisure, 
to  the  wf^  and  reduction  of  Q^uebeo.  As  re- 
spects the  injury  to  our  enemy,  Cluebec  were  bet- 
ter in  their  hands  than  in  ours.  When  its  com^ 
mdnication  with  the  interior  is  cut  off,  the  value 
of  the  Canadas  will  be  lost  to  the  British,  and 
duebec  can  only  be -supported  at  the  immense 
expense  of  sending  provisions  from  Europe.  In 
the  mestntime,  the  volunteers  may  be  detached 
from  the  Atmy^  go  into  the  New  England  States, 
be  there^  reinforced,  aiid  proceed  to  the  attack  ot 
Halifax  and  the  Eastern  provinces.'  The  danger 
suggested  the  other  day  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Gkergia  (Mr.  TBoupVof  proceeding  to 
Halifax,  before  the  reduction  of  Ctuebec,  does  not 
exist.  The  mill  tar  3r.  maxior,  that  an  enemy's 
pos(  is  not  to  be  left  in  vouc  rear,  does  not  apply. 
The  dbtance  between  those  places  is  so  great,  the 
country  so  ragged,  harreli.  and  inhospitable,  that 
it^ouid  he  neittto  itdpossible  to  march  i|n  army 
from  one  place  to  the  other.  Beside,  the  garrison 
at  Quebec  would  be  always  kept  in  check  by  our 
army  stationed  above  it.  During  the  whole  of 
this  time,  the  recruiiiag  service  Would  go  09  to 
supply  the  places  of,  the  volunteers,  portions  of 
whom  would  be  successively  dismissed,  until  the 
whole  army  would  be  converted  into  regular 
troops. 

If  he  was  not  greatly  deceived  as  to  the  spirit 
and  inclinations  of  the  Northern  people,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  any  number 
of  volunteers  that  might  be  required, on  the  short- 
est notice.  If  the  State  of  New  York  stood  alone, 
unconnected  with  her  sister  States,  and  felt  the 
same  disposition  to  take  Canada,  which  we  pro- 
fess to  feel,  she  would  have  invited  out  her  militia 
and  reduced  it  in  about  half  the  time  we  have 
been  talking  about  making  prcparationa  to  do  it 
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New  York  aed  YermoDt  will  fumish  the  requisite 
number  of  men,  if  you  will  ikirly  give  them  the 
invitation.  They  are  Fea4]y  to  oflfer*  their  patri- 
otic sei^vices  to  the  Government  .for  this  enter- 
prise; but  they  will  not  becomeslaVes  to  the  Army 
for  five  years. 

But,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  qqeMion  in  this  House 
was  not  so  much  whether  volunteers  were  the 
proper  force  to  conc^mence  the  war,  as  it  wae  how 
we  were  to  avail  6urseJves  tf  their  ^rvices? 
Some  gentlemen  wereof  opmion  that  they  could 
not  be  marched  out  of  the  United  States,  for  the 

f purposes  of  ofientive  war^  in  the  character  of  mi- 
itia,  but  that  they,  must  be  organized  as  regular 
or  federal  troops.  Other  genllemet)  were  of  o{Hn- 
ioU)  that  they  might  be  m|trcbed  out  as  militia. 
And  those  who  held  the  latter  opinion,  were  again 
divided  as  to  the  grounds  upon  which;  they  sup- 
ported it.- 

His  honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Chevbs,)  in  his  very  ingenious  argument  on  the 
volunteer  bill,  had  not  oniV  most  skilfully,  but, 
he  .was  fearful,  too  successfully,  contended  that 
CcMijgress  have  the  riffht'to  coerce  the  militia  into 
foreign  service^  Others  denied  tliat  they  could 
be  legally  compelled  into  service,  hut  insisted 
that  they  might  be  employed  under  a,  voluntary 
contract*  Mr.  P.  said,  he  had  given  his  opinion 
on  this  subject  at  an  early  stage  of  the  debate  on 
the  volunteer  bill;  and  all  he  had  heard  or  seen 
since  had  only  tended  te  confirm  his  oninion,  that 
militia  canhot  be  employed  under  the  Federal 
Government  in  foreign  war.  After  the  able  dis- 
cussion which  the  question  had  undergone,  he 
could  hardly  hope  to  add  anything  to  mfluencie 
the  sentimentis  or  the  House.  JBut,  as  thie  ques- 
tion was  all-important  in  deciding  on  the  proposi- 
tion he  had  just  submitted — as  the  adequacy  of 
the  forces  already  raised,  and,  of  coiirse,  the  ne« 
cessity  of  an  additional  one,  must  depend  wholly, 
on  the  question,  whether  the  militia  volunteers 
can  be  marched  to.  Canada,  he  would  make  a  few 
remarks  on  some  of  the  QZtraorcinary  proposi- 
tions that  had  been  advance4  on  this  subject  as 
Constitutional  doQtrines, 

The  positions  advanced  in  the  arsuoEient  of  ih^ 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  if  hehad.rightJy 
understood  them,  were  these :  that  the  Qovei'n^ 
ment^of  the  United  Sutes  partakes  of  the  two- 
fold character  of  a  federal  and  national  govern- 
ment ;  that,  in  som^  of  its  features^  it  is  federal, 
or  a  government'  of  States,  operating  indirectly 
upon  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens 
through  the  agency  of  tne.  State  authorities,  and, 
in  other  features  strictly  national,  operatinflf  di- 
rectly upon  the  people;  that  the  system  of  na- 
tional defence  against  domestic  inBurrec»rQn  and 
foreign  invasion,  intended  to  be  attained  by  means 
of  the  militia,  .^s  provided  by  the  Constitution, 
exhibits  a  federal  view  of  our  Government,  and  is 
a  system  confined  exclusively  to  a  time  of  peace ; 
that,  in  time  of  war,  the  Government  assumes  a 
national  character  as  to  all  the  operations  and  pur- 
poses of  the  war ;  that  Congress  have  the  sole, 
power  to  declare  and  wage  war,  and  that  this 
power  involves  a  right  (o  the  persops  and  prop- 


erty of  the  citizens  for  the  purpose  of  condaciin; 
the  war ;  that,  haviiis  a  eight  to  all  the  physicil 
force  of  the  nation  for  the  purposes  of  war.  we 
have,  therefore^  a  right  to  the  militia  as  a  part  of 
that  physical  force. 

independently  of  the  questionable  propositions 
laid  down  in  this  argument,  his  friend  would  pa^ 
don  him  for  saying  that  ^he  argument  itself  was 
not  logical,  inasmuch  .as  his  conclusion  did  not 
follow  his  premises.  If  the  propositions  are  troe. 
that  we  have  a  right  to  the  physical  force  of  the 
nation  .for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  wir, 
and  that  we  act,  in  respect  to  the  war,  as  a  na- 
tional (Joyernipent  without  the  agency  of  the 
States,  the,  true  conclusion  must  be,  that  the  mil- 
itia, cannot  be  employed  in  war.  He  wished  to 
be  understood  as  using  the  term  war  in  exactly 
the  same  sense  in  which  it  bad  been  used  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  as  denoting  a 
state  of  avowed,  op!en,  ofiensive  war,  in  eoatra- 
distinction  to  the  defensive  operations  assigned 
by  the  Constitution-  to  the .  militia.  Are  the  mil- 
itia a  part  of  the  physical  force  of  the  national 
Government?  No,  toe  militia  are  the  artificial 
force  of  the  States.  They  are  the  political  iosti- 
tutions  of  the  States.  They  are  ofiicered,  com- 
manded, and  trained  by  State  autlK)rity.  They 
live,  move,  and  have  their  being  by  the  poliUcat 
breath  of  State  authority,  and  the  very  moment 
that  authority  is  withdrawn,  they  cease  tb  exist. 
It  does  not  follow,  then«  that,  because  we  have  a 
right  to  the  physical  iprce  oi  the  country  for  the 
purposes  of  war,  we  have,  therefore,  a  rieht  to 
the  militia.  But  the  converse  of  this  conclusioa 
follows  from  the'  other  proposition,  namely,  that 
in  regard  to  all  the  operations  of  war  ive  act  ass 
national  Government,  and  State  authority  is  not 
known;  inasmuch  as, the  militia  in  their ocgan- 
isEed  capacity  cannot  eiHst,  even  in  imag^atioo, 
without  supposing  at  thesapie  time  theeontinaed 
existence  and  co-operation  of  State  authority. 
The  fair  conclusion  from  the  gentlemao^s  prem- 
ises is  the  true  Constitutional  doctrine.for  which  , 
I  conteodj  that,  if  you  use  militianaen,  who  are 
the,  physical  force  of  the  nation,  you  must  form 
them  into  federal  troopv  ^^^  commission  them 
by  national  authority,  wbicb^  the  gentleman  has 
correctly  slated,  is  the: only  authority  known  in 
time  of  foreign  war  for  the  pnrpoees  of  that  war. 

Among  the  difficulties  with  which  the  gentle- 
man had  been  obliged  to  coiHend'^in  thejcourseof 
his  argument,  he  had  been  met  at  the  threshold 
by  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  de- 
clares the  purposes  for  which  .Congress  may  call 
forth  the  militia.  He  had  acknowledged  that 
the  Constitution  was  oply  a^delc^tion  of  specific 
powers  for  particular  purposes,  and  that  all  pov- 
ers  not  expressly  granted  were  retained.  He  bad 
acknowledged,  too,  as  a  universal  rule  of  con- 
struotion,  that,  where  there  is  an  -enumeration  of 
particular  powers-  in  relation  to  any  subject,  the 
presumption  is  conclusive  that  all  similar  powers 
or  all  other  powers  in  relatiob  to  the  same  sub- 
ject, were  intended  to  be  withheld.  He  is  obliged, 
therefore,  to  concede  as  a  consequence,  that  the 
enumeration  in  the  Constitution  of  the  purposes 
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for  which  the  militia  are  to  be  employed,  excludes 
the  idea  of  employing  ihftn  for  any  other  pur- 
pose. How  does  the  o^eutlemao  avoid  the  force 
of  this  reasoning  ?  Why,  sir,  he  tells  us  that 
this  pro?ision  of  the  Constitutioa  is  limited  ex- 
clusively to  a  time  of  peace,  and  that  he  looks  to 
a  different  part  of  the  Constitution  for  a  right  to 
employ  the  militia  in  time  of  war..  Whence  is 
the  idea  of  such  a  limitation  inferred  1  The 
phraseology  of  the  Constitution  is  general,  and 
18  applicable  equally  to  all  times.  Vo ,  the  occa- 
sions on  which  the  militia  are  to  be  called -out 
denote  exclusively  a  time  of  peace?  They  are 
to  be  called  out  to  execute  the  lawsQ  to  suppress 
insurrections,  and  to  repel  invasions.  An  rhva- 
sion,  as  well  as  an  insurrection,  or  an  opposition 
to  the  laws/ may,  according  to  the  gentleman's 
idea,  occur  in  time  of  peace,  br  at  a  time  other 
than  that  of  open  and  declared  war ;  but  he  must 
acknowledfl^e  that  they  are  all  as  likely,  At  least, 
to  happen  in  time  of  war  as  peace. 

Our  ideas  of  the  militia  system  were  derived 
fVom  Great  Britain,  whence  we  received  most  of 
our  political  institutions.  It  was  fair,  in  this  case, 
as  in  others^  where  we  adopt  their  terms  and  sys- 
tems, to  look  for  definitions  and  explanations  of 
them  to  their  laws,  wkhout  which  they  are  gen- 
erally tinintelligible. 

The  militia  system  in  Great  Britain  Was, placing 
arms  in  the  hands  of  all  the  independentyeoman- 
ry  of  the  country;  organizing  the^a  into  military 
«orps5  training  and  preparing  .them  for  efficient 
service.  The  objects  were,  to  defend  tiie  country 
against  foreign  invasion ;  and  to  protect  the  lib- 
erties of  the  subject  ^^inst  domestic  tyranny. 
The  functions  of  the  militia  are  regulated  by  the 
acts  of  Parliament.  They  are  to  w  employed  to 
exectite  the  laws,  to*  suppress  rebellions,  and  re- 
pel invasions.  These  are  the  only  purposes  for 
which  they  can  b^  employed,  atfd  to  th^e  they 
are  equally  appKcal)l6  in  time  of  war  and  time  of 
peace,  'fhey  cannot  be  use4  in  foreign  War ; 
they  cannot  be  taken  out  of  the  kingdom.  The 
provisions  of  our  Gohstkution  in  relation  to  the 
employment  of  the  militia  were,  undoubtedly, 
su^sted  by  those  in  the  British  itatutes,  of  which 
they  seem  to  be  a  transcript,  only  that  we  substi- 
tute the  term  *•  insurrection"  for "  rebellion,"  whitfh 
means  the.  same  thing.  We  have  one  peculiarity 
in  respect  to  the  organization  of  oilr  militia. 
They  are  officered  and  trained  by  State  authori- 
ty, io^ead  of  that  of  the  General  Government, 
to  which  is  committed  the  power  of  peace  or  ■ 
war.  Why  this  precaution  ?  Not,  assuredly,  to 
make  them  a  radre'  efficient  tnilitary  force,  by 
dividing  the  command  ^mone'the  seventeen  in- 
dependent authorities,  but  for  tne  obvious  purpose 
of  providing  a  protection  to  the  Slate  govern- 
ments against  the  encroachments  of  the  General 
Government.  It  ist  not  to  be  supposed,  then,  that 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  after  showing 
such  extreme'  jealousy  towards  the  powers  of 
the  General  Government  as  is  exhibited  in  every 
part  of  it,  and  especially  on  the  subject  of  the 
militia,  would  commit  to  this  Government  the 
■oie  power  to  declare  war,  and  with  it,  the  entire 


control  of  their  militia,  to  be  sent  to  any  part  of 
the  world.  If  the  militia  are  necessary  to  the 
protection  of  the  State  sovereignties  in  time  of 
peace,  they  are  emphatically  so  in  time  of  war. 
when  the  States  are  surrounded  by  foreign  and 
domestic  armies. 

The  distinction  between  the  duties  of  militia 
and  of  an  army,'  is  simple  and  obvious.  It  is  not 
only  recognised  in  the  Constitution,  but  in  our 
bills  of  rights,  and  in  public  writers  on  the  ele- 
meotary  principles  of  government — it  exists  in 
the  nature  of  things.  There  are  two  distinct  pur- 
poses to  which  th^  physical  force  of  a  nation  is 
applicable— the  one  relating  to  its  safety  and  ex- 
istence, the  other  regarding  only  its  policy.  The 
duties  of'inilitia  are,  to  execute  the  laws,  io sup- 
press iorarrectione,  and^ repel  invasions.  Without 
this  power  to  effect  these  purposes,  Government 
cbura  not  be  raainfained.  These  duties  are  not 
optional,  bubcofqpiilsoi^y ';  for,  without  the  polver 
to  command  their  services  Tor  these  pur|)Oses, 
society  would  be  dissolved.  The  business  of  for- 
eign war  is  a  totally  distinct  thing — it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  policy,  and  if  can*  never  be  good  policy  to 
prosecute  a  w4r  which  has  becoebe  so  unpopular, 
that  the  whole  pecuniary  resources  of  the  country 
will*Bot  enable  yon  to  hire  men  to  carry  it  on. 
The*  services  df  the  army  are  therefore  voluntary. ' 

But  we  are  told,  that  the  right  to  employ  the 
militia-  is  tncidental  to  the  poWar  of  declaring 
.war.  This  p^wer  to  declare  war,  aided  by  the 
magical  delusion  produced  by  calling  it  a  sOVer* 
eign  power,  is  made  to  include  a  riffht  to  the  per- 
sons and  purses  of  -out  citizens,  for  the  purpose 
of  conducting  the  war.  The  idea  of  dedaeiing 
powers  from  our  sovereignty,  was,  I  believe,  quo- 
ted fVom  the  works  of  General  Hamilton— a  man, 
the  onceashig  labor  of  whose  political  life  was 
employed  in  attempts  to  break  tiown  the  State 
governments  and  to  establish  a  monarchial  one 
In  iheir  stead.  His  iaVorite  argument,  when  he 
wished  to  ^extend  the  powers  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment,  was,  that  the  Gk>vernin^nt  was  sovereign 
ak  to  ail  thej>nrposes  for  which  it  was  established 
•—that  war,  fqr  instance,  was  one  df  these  purposes, 
add  therefore.  We  are  sovereign,  or  have  discretion- 
Jiry  pollers  as  to  all  the  operations  and  incidaots 
of  war:  Thearjgumem  meant'nothing,  or  it  meant 
too  moeb.  If  it  only  meant  that  there  were  cer- 
tain pow^  delegated  to  us  by  the  Constitution, 
and  that  these  were  «over^ign,  it  meant  nothing 
as  an  argument  to  ascertain  our  powers,  beeaase 
the  Constitution  itself  would  always  be  the  best 
«nd  the  only  ^criterion  to  determine  the  nature 
and  extent  of  those  powers.  If  it  was  meant  to 
confer  powers  which  are  not  delegated,  it  was  in 
direct  violation  of  ati  expi'ess  article  or  the  Con- 
stitution. Sovereignty  is  the  power  to  do  as  we 
please.  It  is  a  property^  which,  strictly  speaking, 
exists  no  where  but  with  the  Almighty.  As  to 
politicaL  sovereignty,  whatever  of ,it  exists  in  this 
eooatryrests  with  t^e  people,  who  alone  have  a 
right  to  direct  the  powers  of  the  Gdverttment. 
The  e^Bce  of  aovereig^nty  coHsiscs  in  the  exer- 
cise of  an  undeined  latitude  of  diaerMioD.  The 
Federal  QovernpMent  la  parhapt  the  list  la  the 
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world  which  6an  be  called  sovereign,  beqaa^ 
there  is  Done  whose  discretion  is  more  limited 
and  circumscribed.  If  we  are  sovereigo,'  this 
quality  is  the  effect  a&d  not  the  bause  of  our 

,  powers.  If  I  wished  to  show  that  we  wiere  sqt- 
ereigD  as  to  any  subject,  I  would  show  ifae  broad 
and  plenary  power  which  tHe  Constitution  had 
committed  to  us  ip  relation  to  that  subject;  and 
hence  I  would  infer  that  "ke  were  sovereign.  But 
I  would  never  resort  to  oar  sovereignty  to  prove 
the  existence  of  foyrets  which  are  not  delegated 

•  by  the  Constitution.  '  .      « 

What  are  our  powers  in  relation  to  war^  We 
have  the  ri^ht  to  declare  war;  but  does  this  in- 
volve a  rignt  to  the  persons  and  purses  of  the 
people  to  carry  it  on  ?  The  term,s  do  lioi  import 
It ;  and  I  have  never  understood  it  to  be  so  cod- 

.  sidered.  The  King  of  England  has  the  sole 
pNOwer  to  declare  war;  but  he  has  not  therefoi^e  a 
right  to  the  persons  and  properly  of  his  subjects 
for  the  purpose  of  conducting  it.  He  has  not  the 
power  to  employ  a  raian^  but .  by  his  Tol|intary 
<^ntract,  and  he  has  do  means  of  paying  his  sol- 
diers, but  by  the  aid  of  Parliament.  They  hold 
the  power  of  the  purse.  The  efiect  of  a  declara- 
tioD'^f  war,  is  to  confer  certain  powers  on  the 
Executive  and  to  change  the  exterior  relations  pf 
the  country;  but  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
means  of  conducting  war.  These  means  are  given 
in  another  part  of  the  Constitution.  They  are 
given  in  the  powers  to  raise  arolies,  and  to  levy 
taxes  to  support  them.  The  idea  of  coercing  men 
into  foreign  service,  is  so  utterly  repugnant  to  the 

fenius  of  a  free  Government,  that  it  should. never 
ave  entered  into  the  imaginations  of  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution.  It  is  an  infringement  of  the 
personal  liberty  of  the  citizens,  which  no  political 
necessity  can  justify*  ,  There  is  not  «' more' de- 
testable feature  in  thetyrannv  of  Bonaparte  than 
lus  power  of  conscription — the  power  which  b« 
exercises  of  compelling  his  subiects  to  fight  the 
battles  of  his  ambition  against  thi^ir  will*  There 
is  not  a  more  odious  practice  under,  the  British 
Gk>vernment,'thati  that  of  impressing  selraaen  into 
their  navy.  1  cal(  it  a  practice,  because  even  in 
the  military  Government  of  Great  Britain  they 
d^re  not  avow  the  principle — they  dare  not  assert 
the  right  of  taking  men  without  their  consent. 
And  shall  we,  in  this  RepublicaU  Government,  in 
this  land  of  liberty,  assert  the  doctrine  that  out 
citizens  may  be  forced  from  their  families,  their 
occupations,  their  homes,  their  country,  to  carry 
on  foreign  war?  •  I  feel  no  apprehensions  of  the 
praetii;aT  enforcement  of  this  principle.  Whei) 
the  people  agree Jamely  to  submit  to  it,  they  will 
have  ceased  to  deserve  to  be  free.  ^ 

Mr.  Pr  said,. that  he  would  make  only  one. or 
two  remarks  in  reply,  particularly  to  the  gentle- 
men who  contend  tor  ihe  more  palatable  doctrine, 
that  militia  may  be  employed  in  offensive  war 
with  their  own  consent ;  as  manv  of  the  observa- 
tions he  had  already  made,  would  apply  equally 
in  refutation  of  this  docCtine. 

Our  notions  of  liberty  in  this  country.ace  so 
extended,  that  we  are  some  times  apt  to  set  them  in 
array  against  the  law  and  the  Constitmion,  or 


rather  to  take  them  for  the  law  and  the  CoDstim- 
tion.  Gentlemen  seenied  indignant  at  the  idea, 
that  the  militia,  for  whom  we  never  fail  to  express 
our  just  attachment  in  this,  House,  could  not  go 
where  lind  when  they  pleased.  His  friend  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Johnson)  had  asked,  the  other 
day,  with  great  emphasis  and  feeling:  "What! 
.shall  not  a  freeman  be  permitted  to  serve  his  coan- 
try  ?"  Ue  would  answer :  Yes ;  a  freeman  might 
be  permitted  to  serve  his  country  ;  but  the  verjr 
essence  of  that  freedom,  consisted  in  the  circnm- 
stance  that  he  could  not  serve  in  the  manner  he 
might  choose,  but  in  the  mode  only  which  has  been 
prescribed  by  law.  Our  liberty  was  that  of  the  law, 
and  not  the  unrestrained  indulgence  of  our  omi 
wDls.  The  laws  have  assigned  certain  auties  to 
militia,  and  certain  other  and  distinct  duties  to 
the  army*  A  militiaman  might  join  the  army— 
a  whole  company,  or  even  a  whole  regiment  of 
militia  might  turn  out  together,  and  agree  with 
the  Government  to  go  and  fight  in  Canada.  But, 
by^  'this  very  agreement,  they  would  cease  to  be 
militia;  having  abandoned ' the  proper  business 
of  militia  and  undertaken  that  of  the  army,  they 
must  be  converted  into  Federal  troops.  .The  dif- 
ference between  him  and  the  gentleman  was 
rather  a  difference  of  legal  form  than  of  substanee. 
It  arose  from  not  attending  to  tne  peculiar  and 
coij^plex  structure  of  odr  Government.  If  our 
Government,  like  that  of  Great  Britain,  were  an 
integral  one,  and  the  army  and  militia  under  the 
exclusive  control  of  Congress^  there  would  be  no 
difficulty-^a  simple  agreement  by  the  militia  with 
the  Government  to  go  into  foreign  service,  wouldj 
in  that  ci^se,  convert  them  into  regular  troops. 
But  the  militia  and  army  are  commissioned  by, 
.and  act  under  distinct  ^  authorities ;  and  if  the 
militia  engage  in  foreign  war,  they  most  pat  off 
their  State  liveries  and*assume  those  of  the  Gee 
ral  Government; ,  <Mr.  P.  said,  }hat  when  he  heard 
it  publicly^  asserted  that  the  President  was  dispo- 
sed tacarrybn  a  national  war  with  mintia,aDd 
when  he  refleeted  on  the  tendency  of  a  proposi- 
)iob  submitted  yesterday  in  the  report  of  thie  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  support  this  war  by 
State  contributions;  by  making  re<^uisitioQS  oa 
the  States  for  money,  instead  ol  raising  it  by  th« 
Constittitional  mofle  of  taxation,  he.  began  to  be 
alarmed  for  the  fate.of  the  Federal  povemmeot. 
He  feared  that  we  were  going  back  at  least  to  the 
old  principles  of  the  Confederation.  ^ 
•  Mr.  P.  said,-that  nothing  but.  his  sense  of  thi 
unportance  of  the  proposftion  he  had  submitted, 
and  pf  the  importance  of  a  fair  ^understanding  o^ 
this  Constitutional  guestion,^  to  its  Success,  could 
have  induced  him  to.  try  t]ieir ,  pa/tience  on  this 
dry  and  exhausted  subject.  He  had  not  expected 
to  convert  gentlemen  to  his«  opinion.  He  had 
only  hoped  to  satisfy  them  that  he  had  reasonable 
grounds  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  theirs;  aod, 
if  the  subject  were  doubtful,  to  persuade  them  that 
it  would  be  better  to  raise  a  force,  of  the  eflficieBcy 
of  which  there  bould  be  i^o  question,  rather  than 
to  depend  upon  the  militia  volunteers.  What 
would  be  the  situation  Of  the  President,  if  he  were 
to  send  the  militia,  even  by  their  owa  consent 
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ipto  CaDada,  and  they  should  there  refase  to  con- 
tiDue  io  secvice,  and  to  obey  the  orders.of  their 
officers?  Would  he  willingly  execute  upon  them' 
the  high  and  capital  penalties  of  the  martial  law? 
He  presumed  not.  He  would  not  undertake  to 
say  what  the  President's  opinion  wa*  On  the  Con- 
stitutional question.  He  had  heard  it  was  both 
ways.  As  no  man,  however,  h^d  more  confidence 
io  the  correctness  of  the  views  of  the  President  in 
respect  to  the  powers  of  the  Qovernment,  or.  in 
his  disposition  to  execute  with  integrity  what  be 
believed  to  be  his  official  duties^  than  he  had,  he 
would  pledge^  his  reputation  that  the  President 
would  never  march  a  militiaman  into  Canada 
with  a  view  to  its  conquest.  If  he  were  correct 
then  in  this  conjecture,  what  force  had  we  given 
the  President?  We  had  made  a  parade  in  pass- 
ing laws  to  raise  twenty-five  thousand  regular 
troops,  and  fifty  thousand  volunteers,  but,  in  truth 
and  io  fact,  we  had  not  given  him  a'single  man  ; 
and  yet  some  gentlemen  were  complaining  that 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  had  not  re- 
ported a  declaration  of  war.  Should  they  insult 
the  President  by  telling  him  to  go  to  war,  when  he' 
bad  not  a  man  to  fight  with?  Let  us  give  him 
ID  efficient  force,  and  then  it  will  be  time  to  au^ 
ihorize  him  to  employ  it. 

The  question  was  taken  without  further  debate, 
and  the  resolution  was  negatived — yeas  49,  nays 
58j  as  follows :  '\ 

Tbaj — WiHiam  Anderwn,  Stevenson  Archer,  David 
Bard,  William  Blackledge,  William  A.  BurweU,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  William 
Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Eavle, 
WiUiaro  Findiey,  James  Fisk,  Thos.  Gholson,  Boning 
Hall,  Ayktt  Hawes,  Joseph  Kent,  Wm.  Rt  King,  ^b- 
ner  Laeock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,* Aaron  Lyle, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samnel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcaif,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Hagh  Nelson,  Thomas  iNewton,  Stephen  Orms- 
by,  Israel  Pickens,  WiHiam  Piper,  Jam«s  Pleasants', 
Jan.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Wm.  M.  Rich- 
ardson, John  Rhea,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  8am- 
iDons,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
George  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tar- 
aer,  jun.,  and  Robert  Whitehill. 

Nats-— Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  John  Baker,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abgah  Bigelow,  Hanaa- 
aas  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridg^e,  Eli- 
jah Brigham,  William  Butler,  Epaphroditas  Cham- 
pioQ,  Lapgdon  Cheves,  Martin  ChUtenden,  JobQ  Da^ 
seaport,  jr.,  Joseph  De^a,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Jo- 
Kph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William 
Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Geo.  C.  IVfaxwell,  Archi- 
l>Ald  McBrydo,  James  Milpor,  James  Morgan,  Jona- 
^an  0.  Moseley,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisfaa  R.  Pot- 
^r,  Jofdah  Quincy,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  koberts,  WilHam  Rodman,  John  Smilie, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
George  M.  Troup,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgery, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

So  ihie  resolatioii  was  rejected. 


ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

Th€  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  arming  t^e  militia;  when  Mr.  B.  Hall's 
amendment  being  under  consideration — for  limit- 
ing the  operation  of  the  amendment  which  gives 
to  the  respective  State  Legislatures  the  power  of 
disposing  of  the  arms  as  they  may  direct,  to  the- 
mode  of  taking  care  of  the  arms — 

Mr.  Roberts  said,  that  this  amendment  would 
be  at  variance  with  the  one  already  agreed  to.. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  likely, 
from  the  difficulties  which  attended  the  business, 
(hat  anything  could  be  matured  dn  the  subject  a& 
the  present  session.  He,  therefore,  moved  that 
the  bill,  with  the  amendment,  be  postponed  indefi- 
nitely. 

The  oiotioQ  was  negatived — yeas  35,  nays  62, 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Elijah  Brigham, 
Harmanus  Bleecker,  EpaphnxHtus  Champion,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  William  Ely,  William  Fhklley,  Asa 
Fitch,  Richard  Jacksoii,  junior,  Lyman  Law,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Alexander  McKim,  James  Milnor, 
Jonathan.  O.  Mpseley,  Thomas  Newbpld,  William 
Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  Elisha  R  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam 
Seybert,  John  Smilie,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart, Benjamm  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tr^cy,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jr.*,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Robert 
WhitehilK 

Nata — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Aiiderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  John  Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  William 
Blackledge,  James  Breckenridge,  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Matthew  Clay,  James  -Cochran,  Lewis  Condit, 
Roger  Davis, 'Elias  Earle,  James  "Pisk,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Petenon 
Croodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grun- 
dy, BolUng  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  AyleU  Hawes,  Jaoob 
Hufty,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Laeocic, 
Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jrv  Peter  Little,  Wm. 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Geoi;ge  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
MoKee,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  MorrowT  Hugh  Nel- 
son, Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Israel.  Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  I)enry  M. 
Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Daniel  Shefiey,  George  Smith,  Jt>hn 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  George  M. 
Troup,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  B.  Hall's 
amendment,  which  was  negatived — yeas  51,  nays 
55,  as  follows  v 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  .WUliam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Lansdon  Cheves,  Matthew  C^y, 
James  Cochran,  Lewis  Uondi^,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  £Ilias  Earle,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  I.  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Joseph 
Lefever^  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Morgan,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Wilham  Piper,  Jamea  Pleas- 
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«nt8,  jr^  William  ^M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  8amtiel  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  Gfeorge  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Sitanford,  \ 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — Stevenson  Archer, '  Exekiel  Bacon,  J<An 
Baker,  •  David  Bard,  Abij^h  Bigelow,  jVdam  Boyd, 
H&rmanus  Bleecker,  Jame^feckenridge,  William  A. 
BuT^ell,  Elijah  Brigham,  William  Butler,  flpapl^ro- 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport, 
jiuim  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  William  Findley,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin 
Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Ahner  Lacock,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  I^  Roy  Livingston, 
Aaron  Lyle,  William  McCoy^  Alexander  McKim,,Ja8. 
Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moiseley,  Thos. 
Newbold,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Dlisha  R.  rotter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  Wm.  R,eed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,^Thos.  Sammens, 
Daniel  Shefiey,  Philij^  Stuart^  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  8aml. 
TflggaA,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  George*  M. 
Troup,  Charies  Turner,  jnn.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leon- 
ard White,  Robeit  Whitehill,  William  Widgery,, and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

'  *  The  question' WAS  noW,  *^  Shall  the  bill  1)6  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  ? 

This  was  opposed  by,  Messrs.  Brigbam  and 
Pitkin,  trincfpally  on  accoont  of  the  fines,  dbc, 
contained  in  the  bilir  The  latter  gentleman  de-r 
nied  the  right  of  Congress  to  impose  any  fine  on 
militiait^en  before  they  came  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States;  and  cited  the  act  of  }792.  lo 
show  that  no  penalties  were  infij^cted  in  that  Law. 

Mr.  Maoon  replied  to  them,  and  said  there 
courld  be  no  doubt  but  the  power  vested  in  Con- 
l^ress  by  the  Coostitutioo,  ^  to  provide  for  organ, 
ing,  armisg,  ^nd  disciplining  the  militia,"  in^ 
eluded  the  power  to  make  suitable  provisions  Air 
preventing  the  arms  from  being  made  away  with. 
ft  would  be  strange  to  say,  that  when  Congress 
put  arms  into  the  hahdabf  the  militia,  they  eould 
not  make  regulations  for  their  preservation  for 
the  use  of  the  public  The  reason  why  nothing 
of  thi^  kind  was  provided  in  the  law  of  1702  was. 
Congress, had  not  tb^  put  arms  into  the  hands 
of  the  militia. 

Mr.'MiLNOR  spoke  against  the  bill,  principalTy 
on  account  of  its  objectionable  penal  clauses,  and 
concluded  his  ot)serva(ions  with  a  motion  to 
strike  out  the  fourth  section;  but  on  his  taking 
his  seat,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  ad* 
journ. 


We omeb DAT,  February  19.. 

Mr.  WiDGEKY  presented  the  petition  of  Nat-han- 
iel  Coq[swell,  praying  that  his  losses  by  Spanish 
spoliations,  amounting  to  $146,200,  might  be  re- 
imbursed to  him. — Referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
State.  '  • 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  't^e  committee  appointed  on 
the  tenth  instiuat,  presented  a  bill  io  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
States  at  Knoxville,  io  the  District  of  East  Ten- 
nessee, in  -the  State  of  Tennessee;  which  wf^s 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and^ead 
the  third  time  to-pt^orrow.  r 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CluiNcr,<he  several  petitions 


of  the  manufacturers  of  salt  within  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  presented  the  eighth,  twelfth,  thir- 
teenth, and  seventeenth  of  June.  1809,  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo^  the  report 
of  the  Committee  df  Ways  and  Meads  proposioj^ 
a  system  for  raising  the  revenue  necessary  for 
the  service  of  the  present  and  two  surceeding 
years. 

Mr.  Lewis  pr^s^ted  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  that  part  of  Fairfax  county,  in  Vir- 
ginia, heretofore  included  in  the  parish  of  Fair- 
fax, praying'  to  be  authorized  to  sell  the  glebe 
lands  Iving  m  said  parish,  and  that  the  proceeds 
Lhereor  tnay  be  distributed  among  the  inhabitanu 
of  that  parish,  in  the  portions  to  which  they  may,* 
respectively,  be  entitled.— Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WRiofiT,  frofn  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  second  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  for  the  pro- 
tection, recovery,  and  indemnification  of  Ameri- 
can seamen ;  which  .was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr.  PoRTBR,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  tbe 
act  to  raise  an  additional  military  force. 

Mr.  P.  said  it  would  be  extremely  inconvenient 
fpr  the  Executive  authority  lo  make  all  the  ap- 
pointments of  the  officers  for  this  additional  miu* 
tary  force  immediately^  for  want  of  proper  infor- 
mation on  the  subject ;  it  would  be  particularly 
so  to  make  all  on  the  same  day.  and  it  was  a  rale 
in  the  Army  that  promotions  sliould  be  regulated 
by  the  date  of  commissions.  This  bill  provides, 
therefore,  that  all  appointments  made  during  tbe 
present  session  shall  bear  the  same  date.  It  was 
intended  also  ^)  supply  an  omissiqn  in  the  lav 
respecting  the  ligh(  artillery  a^nd  \\ghi  dragoons* 
.  Mr.  P«  wished,  if  there  were  no  objectioor  that 
the  bill  should  he  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fox  i 
third  reading;  but,  Mr.  Quincy  objecting  to -this 
course,  the  bill  wa§  committed  for  to-^morrow. 

A  Message  was  received  and  read  from  tbe 
President  of  the  United  States,  covering  a  report 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  this  House  of 
the  19th  of  December,  calling  for  a  system  of 
rules  and  regulations  proper  to  ,be  adopted  for 
training  and  discipliniof  tUe  re^jiiilar  troopiaod 
militia  of  the  United  §tates.-;-Referr^  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. ' 
*-  The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  conformity  to  the 
act  of  1794.  containing  an  account  of  the  expen- 
diture In  the  fabrication  add  repair  of  arms  in 
the  armories  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed^ 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Jared  Shat- 
tuck*  .Aft^r  some  discussion  ^  the  report,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Tbe  bill  aulhorizii^  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  purchase 'Winslow  Lewis^  patent 
right  for  a  new  method  of  lighting  light-bou^eS; 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  parsed. 

Mr.  B.  Hall  said  he  found  that  considerable 
alarm  had  been  produced  by  tbe  report  oi  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1078 


mSTORT  OF  /CONGRESS. 

1 , 


1074 


Fbbroabt,  1812. 


Arming  the  Militia* 


H.qfR. 


Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  relation  to 
war  taxes,  which  he  proposed  to  alia/  by  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

**IU»aiv€d,  That  the  Committee  of  Wayg  and  Means 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aulhor- 
iztng  the  citizens  of  the  several  States  and  Territories 
to  ibrnish  for  the  seamen,  marines,  and  army,  of  .Ihe 
United  States,  the  various  necessary  articles  of  cloth- 
ing— the  expenses  for  clothing,  dbc,  to  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  States  and  Territories  in  conformity 
with  the  Constitutional  principles  of  levying  a  direct 
tax;  and  whether,  and  now  far,  it  may  be  practicable 
or  expedient  for  any,  and  what,  articles  of  provisions 
or  gupplies  for  the  Army  and  Navj,  to  be  furnished  by 
the  citizens  of  the  several  States  and  Territories,  in 
lien  of  dnties,  excises,  or  taxes.'* 

Some  objection  being  made  to  the  reference  of 
this  resolution,  Mr.  B,  Hall  said^  that  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars  could  he  txioreeaaily  paid  ra  this 
way  in  Qeppgia,  than  two-  millions  in  specie) 
why,  then,  said  he,  not  suffef  the  people  at  once 
to  furnish  the  articles  wanted,  instead  of  the 
money  to  purchase  them  wth  1  It  w^ould^  indeed, 
ta^e  the  buainees  out  of  the  hands  of  the  con- 
tractors; but  that  would  be  no  loss  to  theoation. 
It  was  no  n^ore  than  a  proposition  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
If  they  deemed  the  plan  impracticable,  they  would 
say  so.  -He^hoped,  thereforci  il  would  be  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.'RnfiA.  the  resoluitOQ  was 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table  and  to  be  printed.  ' 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  arming.the  jnilitia  of  the  United  Slates; 
when  the  que«tioa  was  taken  on  Mr.  Milnob's 
inotioo  to  strikeout  the  fourth  sectioii,and  nega- 
tived, there  being  only  twenty-eight  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  FiTcfi  then  laoved  to  strike  out  the  seet^nd, 
fifth,  and  sixth  ^ectioiys  of  the  bill,  with  the  riew 
of  leaving  it  to  the  State  Legislatures  to  make 
tuoh  proTisions  for  preserving  the  arms,  after  they 
were  put  into  the  hapds  of  the  cilizena,  as  they 
might  deem  proper. 

Motion  negatived  yvithout  a  division. 

Mr.  RufiA  moved  to  strike  out  all  thM  part  of 
^e  first  section  of  the  bill,  which  relates  to  fines, 
^•i  and  if  this  motion  succeeded,  he  proposed 
ft/terwurds  to  move  to  strike  out  th^  nintb  sec- 
tian,  so  as  to  leave  ail  ^he  regulations  .for.  pre- 
serving the  guns  from  being  lost,  or  made  away 
with,  to  the  States.  :      -      . 

After  some  debate,  the  motion  yras  negativcid, 
there  being  only  thirty-three  voteS  for  it. 

The  question  being  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill- 
Mr.  Rhea  said  :  Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill,  like  many 
things  ii)  this  world,  presents  itself  with  an  ap- 
pearance very  imposing  indeed,  and  in  a  manner 
almost  peremptory  demands  assent.  The.  title, 
^iz:  "a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  making  pro- 
visioQ  for  arming  and  equipning  the  whole  body 
of  the.  militia  of  the  United  "Btites  j"  promises 
largely^  but  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  bill 
iMf  will  cast  the  darkening  shade  of  doubt  o?er 
lae  promise. 

Several  attempts  have  been  made  to  give  to 


this  bill  amendments^  by  which  a  Constitutional 
system  of  arming  the  militia  might  have  been 
obtained,  if  the  original  law  to  which  this  is  de- 
signed to  be  a  supplement  had.  been  faulty  ;  but 
these  attempts  have  failed ;  and  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  declare  whether%he  bill  shall  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading*  ... 

This  bill  appears  to'be  orie  of  that  species  which 
is  designed  rather  as  an  experiment  on  the  under- 
standing, and  to  ascertain  to  what  the  mind  will 
submit  in  order  to  obtain  one  favorite  principle ; 
it  contains  in  itself  the  cause  of  its  extinetloQ ;  it 
contaiiM  one  or  two  ravs  of  light,  but  they  are  so 
obscure  as  to  be  scarcely  visible* 

The  first  section  pf  the  bill  provides,'*  that  from 
'  and  afier  the'first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  eigh- 
'  teen  hundred  and  thirteen,  each  and  every  free 
'  able-bodied  white  male  person  of  tb^  Vnited 
'  States,  uppn,  arriving  «t  the  age  of  eighteen 
'  years,  ana  being  enrolled  in  the  militia  of  apy 
'  one  of  the^Cnited  States  or  of  the  Territories 
'  thereof,  shall  within  six  monihs  thereafter  be  en- 
'  titled  ta  receive  one  stand  of  arnis,  the  right  of 
*  which  shall  be  vested  inalienably  in  him,  and 
'  shall  not  be  isubject  to  be  levied  upon  or  distrain- 
'  ed  to.satiCy  any  demand  whatever.''  If  the  res-  - 
idue  of  the  first  section  had  been  struck  out,  a;5 
was  proposed,  and  if  the  second,  third)  fourth,  fifth, 
^ixth  and  ninth  sections  had  also  been  struck  out 
of  the  bill,  it  then  would  have  contained  a  system 
of  arming  which  (;ould  have  been  uuderstandinffly 
and  Constitutionally  voted  for — but  the  residue 
of  the  first  section  and  the  other  sectioiis  alluded 
to  being,  retained,  and  they  con^iining  a  series  of 
provisions  creating  obligations  for  taking  oaths 
and  imposing  penalties  of  fines  and  imprisonments 
in  rebition  to  the  stand  ofarme.  and  also  creating 
a  system  of  expensive  prosecution. for  recovering 
fines,  and  imposing  ipa4)risonmentsonthe  militia- 
man who  may  take  the  gun,4he  bill  presents  it- 
self in  a  shape  so  questionable,. that  however  de- 
sirabie  it.mky  be^o  make  a  further  appropriation 
to  arm  the  militia,  it  may  be  better  -not  to  epgrosa 
this  bill  for  a  third  reading,  tluin  to  engross  and 
pass  it.  so  that  thereby  an  evil  may  be  warded  off 
from  the  militiaman,  which  may  be  rhore  than  a 
balance  for  the  benefit  he  will  have  by  receiving 
the  offered  gun  of  the  United  States  thereby. 

This  bill  contains  a  kitod  of  dilemma,  catching 
at  either  an  affirmative  or  a  negative  vote.  If  a 
negative  vole  is  given,  immediately  an  exclama- 
tion isJieard,  "  so  then,  you  are  opposed  to  arming 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  1"  And  if  an  affir- 
mative vote  is  given,  it  may  then  be, urged  '^  if 
you  really  did  intend  to  give  a  gun  to  me  to  be 
my  own  inalienably,  wh^  did  you  load  the  gift 
with  penalties,  fineS|  and  imprisonment,  and  even 
in  certain-cases,  provide  thall  shall  be  compelled 
to  return  the  guti  to  yoQ,  as  is  provided  for  in  the 
sixth  section  of  the  bill,?''  Such  is  the  bill>-and 
who  of  us  would  advise  an  independent  yotmg 
militiaman  to  receive  a  gun  On  the  terms  pro- 
|)osed,  and  thereby  subject  himself  to  fines  and 
iinprisonment,  about  ^  gun ;  a  gun,  too,  which,  if 
like  fcOme  heard  of,  would  be  good  for  little,  |md 
as  likely  to  wound  himteifat  the  first  discharge 
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as  otherwise?  It  is, indeed,  unfortunate  that  the 
principle  of  arming  the  militia)  had  Aot  been 
presented  in  its  own  plain  dress,  unadorned  with 
the  thorny  trappings  of  fines  and  iniprisbnments, 
and  in  such  manner  that  the  regulations  for  dis- 
tributing the  arms  had  "been  left  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  LegisUtures  of  the  several  States 
respectively. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Un  ited  States  certjjiinly 
catinot  be  construed  to  intend  that  Congress  shall 
go  to  arm  the  militia  in  the  manner  proposed*,and 
under  a  system  of  fines  and  imprisonments. 

By  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution,  power  is  given  to  Congress  "  to 
provide  for ^ organizing,  arming,  and  disci^ining 
tke  militia/'  The  words  expressing  the  delegated 
power  are  not  *'  to  organize,  arm,  and  discipline 
the  militia."  Had  these  active  words  been  used, 
the  power  giren  would  have  been  immediate  and 
direet;  Congress  then  would,  in  a  consolidating 
popit  of  view,  hftve  been  the  sole  agent.  But  this 
power  was  gusTrded  against;  and  the  words  "  to 
provide  fororganizing,arm(ng,and  disciplining  the 
militia,"  were  used-^words  which  dp  evidently 
relate  to  a^  agent  other  than  Congress;  and  that 
the  power  ^iveh  to  Congress  was  only,>in  this 
t;ase,to  povide  the  arms,  reserving  to  the  several 
States  the  distribution  of  the  arms  to  the  militia, 
utfder  such  regulations  as  the  Legislatures  of  the 
respective,  States  mav  ^dopt. 

W^  contend,  ^id  Mr.  R.,  that  the  ^militia  are 
regulated  by  the  laws  of  the  rest)ective  States, 
excepting  the  mere  rul«8  of  discipline  which  Con- 
gress may  prescribe,  for  that  part  of  the  militia 
that  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  tbe  United 
States.  This  appears  to  be  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  clause  in  the  Constitution  ;ffnd 
.will  be  more-  manifest  wlien  the  whole  clause, 
which  is  in  the  followin^g  words,  is  considered  : 
The  Congress  shall  have  poWer  "to  provide  for 
'  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia^ 

*  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be 
'  employed  in  the'service  of  the  United  States;  re- 

*  serving  to  the  Stfites  respectively  the  appoint- 

*  ment  (H  the  officers  and  the  authoHty  of  training 

*  th^  militia,  according  tothedisciplinenrescribed 

*  by  Congress.'?  .  Here  it  appears,  thaUal though 
the  first  part  of  the  clause  gives  power  to  Con- 
gress ^0  provide  for  disciplining  the  mitftta,  thaC 
part  is  limited  and  ex|>lained  by  the  latter  part  of 
tbe  clause,  by  which  the  authority  of  training  the 
militia^  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by 
Congress,  Is  reserved  lo  the  States.  The  power, 
then,  to  provide  for  tlisciplining  the  militia,  given 
to  Congress,  means  no  more  than  to  prescril^  the 
discipline,  and  to  the  States  respectively  is  reserve 
ed  the  power  of  training  the  militia  according  to 
the  discipline  prescribed  by  -Congress.  In  this 
manner  ts  the  power  to  provide- for  orsranizii>g 
and  arming  the  militia;  that  is,  the  Congress 
shall  have  <)ower^to  provide  arms  for  the  mUitia, 
but  to  the  States  is  reserved  the  power  of  distrib- 
utinjg  the  arm's,  and  to  make  rules  and  t-egulations 
relative  thereto. 

This  constructioit,  which  flows  from  tbe  very 
terms  of  the  clause,  goes  to  prevent  all  difficulty 


that  might  arise  on  this  subject  between  the  Uoi- 
ted  Stated  and  the  several  States.  By  this  coo- 
struction.  the  line  of  difference  between  the  del^ 
gated  and  reserved  powers  is  clearly  described 
and  drawn,  so  that  he  who  runs  mat  read. 

This  bill,  in  the  first  in>tance,  pretend^  freelf 
and  graciouVly  to  give,  and  iualienably  too.agao 
tt>  a  young  mititiaaian,  eighteen  years  of  age, 
just  enrolled  on  the  muster-list,  or  six  montbi 
thereafter..  Why  this  limitatiou  of  tiraci  If 
the  ^un  is  really  intended  to  be  given,  why  not 

?;ive  It  at  any  time,  without  limitation  ?  Bat  this 
ree  gift  of  a  gun  is  loaded  With  penalties  offices 
.and  imprisonments,  which. may  cause  tbe  militia- 
man to  refuse  the  gun.  And  if  the  bill  shall  be 
a  lavy,  and  my  opinion,  said  Mr.  R.,  shall  here- 
after be  asked  by  any  militiaman  in  Tennessee, 
relative  to  his  faking  tbe  gun  under  such  peoal- 
tieft,  I  certainly  would  answer.  No,  do  not  take  tke 
gun.  burgo  end  buy  a  gun  for  yourself,  and  be 
independent.. 

Ih  respect'to-f  he  penalties  prescribed  by  the  bill, 
it  a  argued,  that  penalties  of  fines  and  imprisoo- 
ments  are  necessary  to  .preserve  the  gun.  This 
is  bottomed  op  a  supposition  that  militiaraea  are 
careless  or  fraudulent.  This. very  idea  will  efent- 
.ually  hinder  the  acce|>ta)]oe  of  tbe  gun  by  every 
youiig  militiaman  possessed  of  a  soul  of  honor 
and  mafftianimity ;  bis  language  wUlbe:  Yoa 
hava  talked  much  about  giving  me  a  gua  and  vn 
have  made  a  law  about  it ;  but  if  you  intended  to 
have  really  given  the  gun  to  me,  why  did  yoo 
load  the  gUn  with  penalties  of  fiaesand  itnpris- 
onments.  J  6annot  agree  to  taka  this  gQn,aii(l 
be  so  very  dependent ;  and  will  wait  until  I  can 
purchase  a  gun  for  myself,  and  if  yoa  do  caltne 
out  into  actual  service  in  the  field  you  will  fur- 
nish me  with  a  gun. 

Mr.  H.  said  hi  was  in  favor  of  arming  tbent- 
litia ;  he  had  heretofore  by  his  vote  supported  ibe 
principle  of  arming  the  militia ;  h«  was  still  is 
favor  of  arming  therp ;  he  had  endeavored  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  give  it  what  he  considered 
would  hlEive  been  a  Constitutional  form,  bat  did 
not  succeed  ;  he  would  therefore  vote  apiinst  en- 
grossing the  bill ;  that  vote  would  be  giveo  with 
p^io,  but  however  painful,  he  deemed  it  better  so 
-to  do  thau  to  infringe  the  State  sovereignties  in 
relation  to  the  rnilitia  by  this  kind  of  coDsoltda- 
ting  iiiode.  If  this,  however  is  negatived,  iberj 
•  is  still  at}  annual  appropriatiou  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  going  on  to  arm  the  militia. 

Mr.  Wheaton  gave  his  reasons  why  he  shoold 
vote  against  the  bill.  After  which,  the  questwa 
was  taken  and  carried — yeas  53,'  nays  48,  is  w* 
lows:    . 

Ybjls— WiUis  Alston,  jr.,  WiUiam  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  John  Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  William  Btacklcdge,  James  Breaen- 
ridge,  William  Bulkr,  tangdon  Chevet,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  CoeVan>  liewis  Condit,  William  Cnw- 
ford,  Joseph  Desha,  Sam  ael  Dinsmoor,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Thon^as  Gholson,  Charles  Ooldsboroagh,  Edwm 
Gravi  Isaiah  L.  Greea,  Boiling  HaU,  Obed  Hall,  Joha 
A.  Harper,  Aylctt  Hawes,  William  R.  King,  Abaer 
Laoock,  Jow»ph  Lefover,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr^  WiUiaa 
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LowndM,  Aaroa  Lyle^  Nadianiel  Maoon,  Thomas 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Jamea  Mor^ 
gan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Notion,  Anthony  New, 
Tbonaa  Newbold,.  Joeeph  [Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
James  PleasanU,  jr^  itenij  H*  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ring- 
gold, John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Samael  Shaw^ 
George  Smith,  Ric.hard  Stanford,  ^  Thomas  Wilson, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

NATS-«-DaTid  B^rd,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanos 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditas  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  Elias 
Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  WilRam  Findley, 
Jtmes  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.^  Joseph  Kent,  Robert  Le  Hqy  Livingston, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Met- 
calf,  Jamea  Milnor,  Jonathan  0.  Mbseley,  William 
Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  William 
Keed,  John  Rhea,  Jotr&than  Roberts,  William  Rod- 
man, Ebenezer  Seav^,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Slsybert, 
John  Smilie,  WiUiam  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Benjamih  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles 
Tomer,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wbeaton, 
Leonard  Whit«,  Robert  WhitehiU,  and  Wm.  Widgeiy. 


Tbubsoay,  February  20. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Qold.  the  Committee  t)f  the 
Whole  were  discharged  irom  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Oriskany  Manufacturiqg  Company,  and  it  w&s 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  McKe^j  from  the '^  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  ot  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
lites  to  Indtao  affairs,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  oMcers  and  soldiers  who  served  in 
the  late  eAmpaign  on  the  Wabash ;  wh}ch  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow.         .  ^  4 

Oo  moth)D  of  Mr.  PoiNDEzrea, 

Remdvedf  That  the  Committed  on  the  Pablic 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inqtiir^  into  the  expediency 
of  confirming  a^lclaims  to  land  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory^  fouoded  on  warrants  of  survey 
granted  by  the  Spanish  Oovernment  of  Louisiana, 
tnd  not  confirmed  by  former  laws  regnla^ing  th'e 
grants  of  land,  and  providing  -for  the  disposal  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States  sooth  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee ;  provided  the  grantee,  6r  the  legal 
representative  of  the  grantee,  resides  at  this  time 
in  said  Territory,  and  the  evidence  of  the  claim 
has  been  regularly  filed  with  the  Registers  of  the' 
L^nd  Offices  east  and  west  of  PeaW  riyer,  and  re- 
ported by  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Agreeably  to  law;  and  that. the  committee  have 
leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill,  or  otherwise.    . 

An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States  at  Knox- 
viile,  in  the  District  of  East  Tennessee,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed.  ; 

The  House  resolved  itself  into-a  Committee  of 
^e  Wboie^  on  the  bill  for  incorporating  the  Trus- 
ts of  the  Georgetown  Lancastrian  School.: 
^hich  was  amended^ .reported  lo  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  lor  a  third  reading. 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  r  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  Jbe  hilt  giving  further  time  for  re- 
gisterinfir  claims  to  lands  in  the  we^ern  district 
of  the  Territory  of  Prleans;  Which,  having  been 
amended;  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Levy  Court 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The 
bill  passed  through  committee  and  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  tor  a  third  reading. 

The  House  v^ent  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  making  a  futtber  a|^proprtation 
for  repairing  and  competing  the  building  pur- 
chased for  iheaccbmmodation  of  the  General  Fost 
Office  and  Patent  Office.  [The  bill  proposes  an 
additional  appropriation  x>f  thirteen  thqusand  and 
odd  dollars  tor  the  purpose  of  fitting  up  the  ^rdat 
hotel  in  this  city-for  the  use  of  these  offices.] 

After  some  conversation  on  the  detail  of  the* 
bill,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

'  •  Mr.  RioGELT,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referreid  the  several  memorials  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors-  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware Canal  Company;  of  the  President  and 
Managers  of  the  Union  Canal  Company  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  State 
of^New  York,  respectiujj^  a  canal  from  the  Great 
Lakes  to  the  H^idson  river,  made  the  following 
report : 

That  ihey  consider  the  improveinenf  of  the  ihtemid 
navigation  of  the  United  States,  by  means  of  the  canals 
contemplated  by  the  said  companies  and  the  State  of 
New  York,  of  great  national  importance,  and  wett 
meriting,  the  patronage  and  aid  ot  the  General  Qbw^ 
emineiit.  'That^  Under  this  impression,  the  comniittee 
have  paid  particular  attention  to  the  subject-matter  of 
the  said  memorials,  and  have  felt  the  stroi^gest  dispo-  ^ 
sition  to  report  favorably  to  the  petitioners.  The ' 
committpe^  however,  lament  that  the  jnauspicious  sit- 
uation of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  our  foreign 
relalionsi  renders  it,  in  their  opinion,  improperi  at  the 
present  time,  ta  grant  that  efiectual  aid  to  the  under- 
taking to  which  they  are  so  well  entitled.  They, 
therefore,  under  these  circumstances,  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  viz : 

Kesoived,  That  the  state  of  the  public' finances  and 
resources,  and  present  embarrassed  situation  of  the 
countrVf  render  it  inexpedient  for  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  make  a  donaUjpn  in  land  or  money, 
at  the  present  time,  for  the  purpose  of  eflecting  the 
pbjects  contemplated  in  said  memorials. 

Tbsasvbt  DicpABTxsirTv  Jan,  6,  181 1. 

8iB  :•  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  answers  to  the 
qneries  proposed  in  your  letter  of  the  38th  ultimo,  and 
also  the  copy  of  a  report  on  the  same  subject,  made  on 
the  4th  of  April,  1818,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  ofthe  2d  Okf  March,  1807.    . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  H.  M.  RtujasLYy  Ckatrman,  4«* 
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Aaiweis  to  the  queries  propiMed  by  the  committee,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  **  memorial  of  the  President 
and  Managers  of  the  Unipn  Canal  Company  of  Penn- 
■ylvania*  praying  the  aid  and  patronage  of  the  Gene- 
rat  Government  in  accomplishing  the  extensive  and 
useful  works  ifi  which  they  are  engaged,"  &c 

Tll»ASUBT  DXPABTMXTTT,  Jon*  6,  1812. 

1st  Query.  <*  Will  the  iitate  of  the  finances  of  the 
United  Stales  admit  of  the  application  of  publiamoneys 
io  the  improvement  of  the  country  hy  means  of  canal 
and  inland  navigation  ?"     . , 

.  Answer.  The  state  of  the  finances  of  jthe  United 
States  deen  not,  at  this  time,  permit  the  application  of 
public  moneys  to  any  new  objects  of  imprvvement 
The  reVepue  is  at  present  considerably  less  than  the 
annuak  public  ezpeiMcte.  * 

2d  Query.  **  If  the  state  of  the  finances  will  not  ad- 
mit of  pecuniary  aid  being  afibrded  by  the  Goyemment, 
can  any  other  resources  bo  applied  t<^  these  objects 
without  interfering  with  the-Hational  engagements  or 
the  public  exigencies  3  If  so,  I  am  desired  to  request 
that  you  will  specify  them,  and  the  mode  of  application, 
so  as  to  protmote,  in  the  most  e^TectUal  manner,  these 
important  olijects,  and  to  diffuse  the  benefito  arising 
fherefit>m  as  generally  as  possible  among  the  Myeral 

8UtM.V 

Answer.  A  portion  of  the  public  lands  may  be  se- 
lected, and  its  .proceeds  appropriated  to  these  objects, 
without  causing  any  sensible  duniavtion  of  the  revenue . 
arising  from  that  source,  and,,therelbre)  without  inter- 
fering with  the  national  engagements  and  pub^c  exi- 
gencies* It  is  only  necessary,  for  ihit  purpose,  that 
the  tract  or  trttc^  of  land  thus  selected,  should  .be  with- 
out the  boundaries  of  the  land  disyicts  already  estab- 
lished by  law,  so  that  the  annual  sales  in  those  districts, 
and  ihe  payments  into  the  Treasury,  which  constitute 
the  exiting  land  revenue*  migr  not,  in  any  degree,  be 
affected  by  the  contemplated  appropriation. 

The  quantity  of  land  set  apart  for  that  purpose  should 
be  Sufficient  to  produce,  when  sold,  a  sum  ^qu;il  to  that 
which  Congresr  intends  to  apply  to  these  objects ;  and 
the  States,  companies,  or  trustees  under  whose  direc- 
tioB  the  several  works  will  be  executed,  should  W  au- 
tiiorized  to  sell,  from  time  to  time,  ^t  the  price  limited 
by  law,  such.portions  of  the  land  to  will  be-nedessary 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  works.  The  proceeds  of 
the  sales  might  be  anticipated  by  authorising  loans,  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  the  value  of  the  lands  appro- 
priated; and  made  reinibursable  at  distant  periods ;  in 
which  qase.the  fiiith  of  the  United  States  might  also 
be  pledged  for  the  reimbursement  of  such,  parts  of  the 
principal  of  sUch  loans  as  could  not  be  dischargea  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands;  the  residue  of 
the  lands  then  remaining  unsold  reverting,  in  thdt  case,' 
to  the  United  States. 

3d.  Query.  ♦«  Will  the  projected  canal  from  the 
Greht  Lakes  to  the  tide-waters  of  the  Hudson  tend  to 
raise  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  facilitate  the  means 
of  payment  for  them,  and  arrest  the  illicit  trade  which 
is  now  practised  T^ith  a  neighboring  nation,  and  by 
'  which  the  public  revenue  )i  greatly  diminished  V' 

Answer.  A '  canal  uniting  Lake  Erie  with  the  tide 
waters  of  the  Hudson,  or  any  other  Atlantic  river,  can- 
^not  fail  to  enhance  the  value  of  all  the  public  lands 
adjacent  to  the  Great  Lakes,  or  otherwise  so  situated 
that  their  inhabitants  may  use  that  navigation  for  the 
transportation  Of  produce  or  merohandise.  For 'the 
same  re^on  it  will  be  giving  access,  oil  cheaper  terms^ 
to  a  better  market^  #iid  fccflitate,  to  a  eertaiQ  degree, 


tka  neansof  paying  for  the  lands  thus  situated.  It  ii 
not  believed  that  the  canal  would  materially  airest  the 
IHieit  ti«de  from  Canada. 

*  4th  Query.  "  What  are  the  ideas  of  the  Beeretarj 
•f  the  Treasuayas  to  a  general  system  of  improvement 
by  eanals  and  opening  of  the  rivers^  and  as  to  the 
means  of  effecting  it  within  the  power  of  the  Genenl 
Government!*' 

Answer.  In- a  report  made  on  the  4th  of  April,  1818, 
in  obedience  to  a  resohitfon  of  the  Senate  of  Sd  Mtich, 
1807,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  submitted  the  gia- 
end  ontUnes  of  a  plan  to  that  effect.  To  this  he  bep 
leave  respecCfuUy  to  refer.  Although  the  details  nuiit, 
in  many  respects,  be  incorrect,  and  several  importait 
objects  may»  for  want  of  information,  have  been  ooit- 
ted,  his  opinion  continues  the  same  with  respect  to  thi 
genend  princi^es  of  the  plan.'  It  k  still  believed  Ibt 
a  system  of  improvement,  emlnmcing  all  the  importaot 
eommunieations  pointed  out  by^^the  great  geographical 
features  of  the  country,  and  also  such  other  lonl  ob- 
jeots '  as  it  may  be  iKcbssary  to  include,  in  order  to 
equalize,  ae  for  is  practicable,  the  benefits  of  the  pho, 
would  have  a  most  powoiiil  effiMSt  towards  pnaotiBc 
the  prosperity  of  the  eonntty,  aad  ooaaoKdatiDf  tW 
interests  of  the  most  remqfte  quarters  of  the  Unioi. 
The  modifications  which  existing  circumftances  reader 
necessary,  in  the  manner  of  a|qiiying  the  reeeurees  of 
the  United  Statea  t0  thai  important  object,  have  il- 
ready  been  auggested  in  the  anawer  to  the  seeM^ 
query.    RespectfoUy  submitted) 

ALBEftT  GALLATIN. 

Mr.  KiDGELY  iDOVod  that  this  report  beeoa- 
mit ted,  printed,  and  made  the  order  for  Moaikqr' 

Mir.  BuBWfiLL  wished  .the  aen^e  of  the  House 
to  be  now  taken  upon  this  report — be  di^igred 
with  it  entirely.  He  had  aiwaya  been  io  favotfl^ 
a  general  ay  seem  of  i)afigatioD«aad  thoogfata 
portion  of  the  pab(ie  lands  mif  ht  be  well  emptor* 
ed  io  thia(  way.  He  wished  the  rotC'  to  be  taha 
now,  iMcause  if  the  report  was  diaagreed  to,  the 
subjeermi^ht. be  recoauaitted  and  aometkipg ef- 
fected during. t|^e  preseat  sessioa;  but  if  it  wis 
put  ofi*,  tlie  probability  was,  thafc  Dofhiag  wo«W 
oe  ()one  on  the  subject^         * 

After  a  iew  observations  from  Mr.  Gold  imI 
Mr.  RiootLT,  expressing  their  wish  to  hare  the 
report  acted  upon  at  ah  early  day^  it  was  eea- 
mitted., 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  bill  for  arming  the  Militia  of  the  United 
Statea  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  the  questiix 
beingput)  <<  Sbkll  theblH  pass  (o  its  third  readiogf 

Mr.  CALBOuif  expressed  himself  friendlf  to  the 
pribciple  of  the  bill,  and,  until  the  araeodmefii 
Qad  been  made  p(acinj^  the  distribotiou  of  the 
arms  in  the  power  of-the  State  QoTernments,  be 
intended  to  Yote  foV  it ;  but  he  thought  it  better 
not  to  pass  the  bill  at  all,  than  to  le&re  it  io  the 
power  of  the  States  to  lock  up  these  arms  io 
arsenals. 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  disliked  .the  bill  in  many  re- 
spects. He  doubted  the  Constitutional  power  of 
Coffgresa  to  pat  arms  itito  the  hands  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  before  they  are  called  in- 
to the  herrice'of  the  Union.  The  militia,  he  con* 
tended,  is  the  army  of  the  sereral  States,  and  not 
of  the- United  *States,-<and  the  State  Legislatores 
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ire  the  proper  judges  when  they  oii^t  to  be  arm- 
"d.  The  United  Slates  rotty  famish  the  arms, 
)ut  the  States  ou^ht  to  distribute  tbem  as  th^y 
leem  proper,  aad.  it  could  not  be  doubted  that  in 
vbatever  way  th^  might  dispose  of  them  it 
iroold  be  the  best  He  said  that  the  provisions  of 
bis  bill  would  conflict  with  the  law  of  1792  on 
bis  subject,  and  with  the  rules  and  practice  of 
«?eral  of  the  States.  He  Renewed  the  objections 
B^hich  had  before  been  urged  to  some  .details  of 
ihe  bill ;  expressed  doubts  whether  the  arms  could 
t)e  procured,  if  the  bill  passed,  and  obiected  to  the 
large  appropriation  of  money  for  this  object  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  Nbl«on  replied  to  the  objection  made  by 
Mr.  Calhoun.  He  thought  geutlemen  who  were 
Id  favor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  ought  not  to 
abatidon  it,  Wause  they  could  not  bave  all  its 
provisions  precisely  in  the  form  they  wished 
tbem.  He  did  not  think  the  amendment  which 
hid  been  agreed  to,  made  any  material  differenee 
in  the  bill;  the  mrst  section  provides  that  -the 
arms  shall  be  distributed — the  Legislatures  can 
only  direct  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  be  done, 
aid  DO  one  could  certainly  object  to  their  having 
this  power.  He  thoo^ht  it  time  that  arms  should 
be  provided  for  the  militia,  tjie  Government  had 
been  in  operation  twenty-four 'years  without  pro- 
Tiding  a  single  musket  for  the  militia,  though  the. 
Executive  had  constantly  called  upon  Congress 
to  reader  the  militia  effective,  from  the  time  of 
Qeaeral  WASHiiroroii  to  the  present  day. 

Mr.MAOON.said  this  Was  an  unfortunate  bill,  for 
thoQgh  all  appear  friendly  to  the  object  of  it, 
there  were  sufficient  objections  to  one  part  or 
other  of  tfoe^bill,  he  ^mred,  to  defeat  it.  He  said 
five  millions  had  been  voted  for  the  army  and 
navy,  without  scruple^j  but  nowv  when  we  are 
about  to  put  arms  m  the  hands  of  the  ^ilitla, 
gentlemen  begin  to  talk  about  expense.  M  to 
tbe  objections  which  had  been  made  against  the 
dtttils  of  the  bill,  they  were  such  as  might  be 
made  against  any  nifl  that  could  be  drawn.  The 
true  question  is,  Will  the  bill  arm  tbe  militia  bet* 
ter  than  they  are  at  present  ?  He  had  no  doubt 
that  it  would:  and  he  was  therefore  fn  favor  of  it. 
Mr.  Randolph  said,  the  gentleman  from  Cou- 
QMtieut  viewed  the-  deformuiea  of  tbe  biU  with 
OMue  pleaaiMre  than  its  beaottea;  the  bill  wm 
sooNvhat  objeelionabU  w  its  details,  but  prinei- 
PtUy  from  its  omissions.  The  fears  entertained 
tbat  the  State  Legislatures  might  abuse  the  power 
plteed  in  them  were  certainly  groundless.  After 
^  the  large  ajajpfopriations  made  for  the  army 
and  navy,  be  said  it  was  strange  that  objections 
should  be  made  to  this  pitiful  appropriation  for 
ViDsfor  our  militia,  which  will  remam  when  our 
vessels  and  gunboats  are  gone  to  decay. 

Mr.  WniGBT  spoke  at  considerable  length  ta 
f^Tor  of  the  general  principle  of  arming ;  and  of 
tbe  reasonableness  of  purchasing  arms  out  of  the 
common  funds  of  the  United  States,  rather  than 
put  the  rich  and  poor  on  the  sane  level,^  by  re- 
quiring each  to  purchase  arms  for  themselves, 
^mch  was  a  provision  too  unequal  and  unjust  to 
o«  oDaaieQanead  by  a  free  Oovernneat« 


After  Mr.  Wjiigrt  bad  concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Little  rose.  He  said  that  as  nothing  • 
which  could  now  be  said  could  affect  the  senti- 
ments of  the  members  of  the  House;  and  as  un- 
necessary debate  only  served  to  the  waste  of  time 
aiMl  obstruction  of  business,  he  felt  compelled  to 
move  the  previous  question. 

A  sufficient  number  of  members  rising  in  favor 
of  the  previous  question,  it  was  put  in  the  follow- 
ing wcrdsf  to  wit :  "rShall  the  main  question  be 
now  put?"  and  negatived — yeas  52,  laays,  62,  as 
follows:    . 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  km.;  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Ardier,  Ezekiiel  l^acon,  ]B|urwell  Baftsett,  Wil-  • 
liam  Blackledge,  Willfam  A.  Burwell,  William  But- 
ler, Laugdon  Cbeves,  Ma^hew  Clay,  James  Cochran,' 
Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford,  Hoger  Davis,' Joseph 
Desha,  bamael  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  James  Fisk, 
Mesfaack  F/anUin;  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Good- 
wjm.  laaiah  L.  Gieen,  Belting  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,-  Jacob,  Hufty,  Jospph  Kent,  William  S. 
King,  Peter  Little,  William  Xiiowndes,  Oeocge  C.  Max- 
well, Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah' 
Monow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Benjaoun  Pond,  William  M« 
Richardson,  8ami|el  RiiiggqM,  John  Roane,  WiUiaaa 
Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Samnums,  Adam 
S^bert,  Samuel  9haw,  John  Smilie,  George  SmMk, 
WuManb  Strong,  Cieorge  M.  Troup,  and  Charles. Turn- 
er, junior. 

NATs^John.Bakef,  David  Bard,  William  W.  Bibb, 
Abijah  Bigelow,^Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd, 
James  Breckearidge,  Eli}ab  Brigham,  Robert  Brown, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  ppapfaroditus  Champion,  Martin 
CbhtendoB,  Jehh  Davenport,  Jan.,  WilKam  Ely,  Jas. 
Emott,  William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goidsheroogh,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grandy, 
Ayletl  Hawes,  Richard  Jacksoity  jun*t  Abiier  Laeock, ' 
Lyman  JLaw,  Joseph  Lewis,  |un.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv- 
ingston. Aaron-Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  Mo« 
Bryde,  William  McCoy, Samuel  McKee,  James  MUnor, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomaf  New- 
bold,  William  Piper,  TimoOiy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleas- 
'  ants,  juum  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qui^ey,  John  Ran- 
dolph, William  Reed,  Heniy  M.  Bidgely,  John  Rhea, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  John  Sevier,  John  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Ta^fgart,  BeiyMin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Pierre  Van  Cortland  t,jun.,  Laban  Whcaton,  Leonard 
White,  Bobert  Whitebill,  William  Widgery,  Thomas 
Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright 

A  gentleman  rising  further  to  debate  the  ques- 
tion, add  Mr.  ^itkin  objecting  thereto,  it  was  de- 
cided by  the  SpEAKEn,in  conformity  to  precedent, 
that  the  decision,  of  the  previous  question  in  tbe 
negative  precludes  further  consideration  pf  tbe 
subject  fot  otie  day. 

Fmdat,  Febraary  31. 

Mr.  MoRitdw,from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitted  tbe  bill 
from  the  Senate  **for  the  relief  of  Thomas  O'- 
Bannou,'' reported  the  same  without  amendment;' 
and  it  was  r^ad  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriatiODs  for  tbe  support  of  Government,  dor- 
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ing  the  year  1812,  wit^h  ameodmeots;  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  Xhis  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments  of  the  Senate;  and  tha  same  being 
read,  were,  together  with  the.biit,  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Wilson  offered  a  resolution,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  direct  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repea(ling  so  much  of  an  act  of  Con*- 
ffress  as  establishes  ports  of  entry  at  Pittsburg, 
Marietta,  Limestone,  Cincinnati,  and  LouisyiUe. 
Mr.  W.  stated  that  no  entries  were  ever  made  in 
these  port^,  and  yet  revenue  officers  at  thk$e  places 
received  annual  salaries  for  services  which  they 
never  had  an  opportunity  to  perform.  The.reso? 
lution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OftMsaT,  after  adyertinff  to  thediffioqlty  of 
djstributing[  arms  of  the  •United  States  by  land  or 
water  carriage  in  the  interior  of  the  Western 
country,  Jbfiered  the  following  resolatiOn : 

"  Re$ohedt  That  ^e  committee  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates 
to  oar  militarj  affairs,  be  d/n^Aed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorising  th^  estabUshment  of  an  ar- 
moiy  at  Louisville,  in  Kentucky,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise." 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  oppo-, 
sition. 

Mr.  BAssinrr  laid  upon  the  ti^ble  the  Ibllowing, 
resolution :  , 

'^Resolved,  That-the.  standing  rules  and  orders  of 
the  House  be  so  amended)  that  a  majority  of  those 
present  shall  Jie  required  to  admit  the  pievioos  ques- 
tion." 

The  bill  concerning  the.  Levy  Court  of  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; and  the  bill  giving  further  tirpe  to  register 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Western  district  of  the 
•  Territory  of  OrUans,  were  severally  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed.- 

ARTS  AAD  manufactures. 

Mr.  Sktbert  eaid,  after  making  a  very  few 
prelimibary  remarks,  he  would  offer  a  resolution 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House,  (Connected 
with  a  highly  ipaportant  national  object.  By  the 
Eleventh  Congress,  he  was  indulged  in  a  tnotlon 
to  reprint  a  valuable  report  of  a  former  Secretaty 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  manufactures  of  the  Uni* 
ted  Slates.  To  tha(  same  Congress,  the  present 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  a  report,  m  part, 
on  the  sAme  subject.  He  said  he  need  not  recite 
to  the  House  its  merits ;  they  were  generally  ac- 
knowledged. 

By  the  aet  of  May  1, 1810,  it  was  provided  Ihat 
further  information  be  obtained,  bv  the  Marshals, 
and  their  deputies,  on  the  subject  of  manufactoresT 
The  result  of  their  inquiries  was  a  noiass  of  facts 
which  are  now  buried  in  the  archives  of  the 
Treasury,  and  answer  no  useful  purpose  to  tJi>e 
nation.  His  present  object,  he  declared  to  be,  the 
publication  of  the  facts  thus  collected.  Upwards 
of  thirty  thousand  dollars  had  be^n  already  ap- 
propriated ;  which,  if  the  matter  remained  as  it 
now  is,  would  ans.wer  no  beneficial  purposes.  His 


resolution,  if  adopted,  would  bring  to  light  tawj 
facts  (Boncerning  the  agriculture  and  roanafic- 
tur^  of , the  United  States,  and  other  statistietl 
information,  connected  with  the  true  basis  of  lia> 
tional  independence.  These  objects  eoDstitme 
the  permanent  sources  of  the  wealth  of  the  oatioo ; 
they  are  the  real  and  fixed  capital  of  the  couotrf. 
We  shall  thereby  be  enabled  to  trace  our  progress 
from  infancy  to  manhood.  By  this  report  we 
can  alone  be  in  a  situation  to^enact  a  wise,  poli- 
tic, and  systematic  tariff  o{  duties;  it  alone  eta 
teach  us  to  discriminate  the  proper  objects  of  pro- 
tection. I  might  add  much  more  on  the  subject ; 
this  would  be  donsumij^g  time  unnecessarily  j  I 
will  therefore  proceed  to  read  the  resolution: 

*«  Revived,  bv  the  SetUOe  and  House  of  Repn$eiUa^ 
Hve$  of  the  IMUed  States  of  America  in  Congrm 
asembledt  That,  the  Becretuy  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  employ  a  person  to  digest  and  redooe  to 
such  form  as  shaU  be  deemed  most  oondudva  to  tin 
interesto  of  the  United  Sutes,  a  statement  of  the  aaai* 
ber,  n^re,  extent,  situation,  and  Talae,  of  the  srti 
and  manufactures  pf  the  United  States,  together  with 
such  other  details  connected  with  these  sobjecti,  is 
can  be  made  from  the  abstracts  and  other  docomenti 
and  returns  reported  to  him  by  the  Marshals  and  other 
persons  employed  to  collect  information,  in  confonnitj 
to  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  1st  of  Miy, 
18 10,  and  that  he  report  the  same  to  Congress  at  tbor 
next  session."  ■ 

Aft^r  some  observations  from  Mr.  Newtoh, 
stating  the  difficulty  of  the  proposed  digest,  froia 
the  want  of  uniformity,  connexion,  or  method,ia 
the  returns,  and  the  probability  that  the  mouoQ 
might  be  so  amended  as  better  to  atuin  the  ob- 
ject in  view,  the  resolution  vaas  ordered  lolieoo 
the  table. 

ARlrfl?fG  THE  MILITIA. 
.  The  House  resumed  the  conitderatioo  of  the 
bill  /oc^rming  the  militia. 

After  some  observations  from  IV^essrs.  Porm 
and  Wriobt,  in  favor  x>f  the  btU ;  and  froa 
Messrs.  Roberts  and  TALLMa^oB,  aftinst  it, 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
and  carried  in^the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  ui% 
as  follows : .     ' 

YxAs^WilKam  Anderson,  Stetenson  Archer,  Jofaa 
BdUr,  BorweU  Baaeett,  William  W.fiibb,  WifiiuB 
Blackledge,  James  Breckeafidge,  William  A.  BaiweH 
William  Butler,  Langdon  CheTee,  Matthew  Cla^ 
James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condi|,  William  Grawfori  is* 
seph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,^  Meshack  FrsaUiB, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Goldsboreugh,  Edwia  Grtj, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  BoUing  Hall,  Obcd 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hu^i 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Philip  B.  Key,  WiUiam  R.  Kuig. 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jonifft 
Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nttbas- 
iel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  Arshibald  McBryde,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Morgan,  Jeiemi*^ 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormsby^  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
James  Pleasants,  junior,  Elisba  R.  Potter,  Joha  Rto- 
dolph,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  J»ho 
Roane,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  John  Sevier,  Samoei  8bsw, 
Daniel  Shefisj,  George  6aulto»  John  Smith,  RMha^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10S5 


HISTORY  OF  00NGBB8S. 


10«« 


FiBIOAIT,  1812. 


Campaign  on  the  Waba$h^^i^. 


H  OF  R. 


Stenibrd,  Philip  Btoart,  GeoTg«  M.  Troapt  Gharlei 
TtanierJr.,Thomai  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright— 67. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun^  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus,  Bleecker,  Adam 
Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, Epaphroditus  Champion>  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  William  Pindlev,  James  Fisk,  Asa  FiUh,Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Richard  Jackson,  junior, 
Joseph  Kent,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Alexander  McKim,  Aninah  Metcalf,  James 
MBnor,  Hamnel  L.  iMitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Thomas  Newbold,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Benjamin  Pond,  William  Reed,  William  M.^  Richard* 
son,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman, 
Thomas  Sammons;  Adam  Seybert;  John  Smilie,  Wil- 
I  liam  Strong,  Lewis  B.  fiturges,  Samnel  Taggart,  ^en« 
(  jaain  Tallm*dge,  tJri  Tracy,  Piene,  Van  Cortlandt, 
r  Jan.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  I^obert  White- 
■    bai,  and  WUtiam  Widgery^-61. 

CAMPAIGN  ON  THE  WABAfeH. 
The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Coinmittee  of 
(    the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  offi- 
^   eers  and  sohliers  who  served  in  (he  late  campaigQ 
s    00  the  Wabash. 

Mr.  McKeb  stated  the  phK>Tisions  of  the  law  to 
^  be  precisdy  copied  from  the  existing  law,  except 
'  that  its  provisions  were  extended  to  a  species  of 
'  force  (the  militia)  which.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  did  not  come  within  the  pro- 
Tt  ▼ifions  of  the  law,  which  provides  for  the  relief 
V  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  fell  io 
i  ihe  service  df  their  coufttry .  *  • 
I  Various  amendments  were  made  to  the  details 
!  of  the  bill,  and  it  being  reported  to  the  House, 
•  there  appeared  to  be  no  objection  to'  the  principle 
oftbebiTl.  ^ 

Messrs.  MoKbe,  Jennings,  Wriobt,  Little, 
BAtsETT,  Bibb,  Bacon,-  Pitkin.-  Burwill,  John*- 
8011,  and  TALtMADdB,  (ook  part  id  the  desultory 
debate  on  the  amendments.  . 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 


MoNBAT,  February  d4. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  th<  Committee  of  Ways^^nd 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  ametklroents  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  making  ai>propriatiohs  for 
the  support  of  Government- for  the  year  1812,  re- 
ported it  as  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the 
tttendments  ought  to  be  agreed  to.  The  bill, 
with  the  amendments,  Was  committed;  and  the 
House  after^rds,  on  motion  of  Mr.  B;,  went  into 
a  committee  on  the'  subiect,  when  the  amend- 
ments were  agreed  to  and  reported  to-tbe  House 
••d  by  the  House  concurred  in. 

These  ameodmeute  restdred  to  the  clerks  io  the 
Bcveral  Departments  the  fifteen  per  cent.,  which 
had  been  struck  oat  of  the  bill  when  last  before 
the  House,  and  appropriated  (100,000  for  tt^e  con- 
tingent expenses  of  foreigniutercourse.  The  yeaa 
and  nays  were  taken  upon  the  additional  aliowr 
^ce  to  the  clerks,  and  carried,  64  to  40;  the  al- 
lowance for  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  »- 
tercottrse^  was  carried,  83  to  17^ 


"  Mr.  Bassstt  called  up  the  resolution  which 
he  had  laid  upon  the  table  on  Friday  last,  propos- 
ing an  alteration  in  the  rules  of  the  House,  requir- 
ing a  majority,  instead  of  one-fifth  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  to  call  for  the  previouii  question. 
After  a  few  observations  from  mr.  6.  on  the  pro- 
priety of  this  alteration  of  Che  rules,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Stanford,  who  said  it  would  render  the  rule 
much  less  obnoxious  than  heretofore,  it  was  agreed 
to,  61  to  40.  ' 

The  following  bills  passed  their  third  readings 
viz^:  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  providing  for 
the  accommodation  -of  the  Oenerai  Post  Office 
and  Patent  Ofilee,  and  for  other  f)urposes ;  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  ofiicers  and  Soldiers  who  served 
in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash ;  and  a  bill 
to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the  Georgetown 
Itlncastrian  School  Society. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Porter,  ti^e  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committeeof  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  raising  an  additional 
military  force ;  which,  after  being  amended,  was 
reported  to  the  House,  and^  6n  motion  of  Mr. 
Macon,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  Gold  said,  it  was  well  known,  that'  from 
the  increased  business  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
considerable  delay  and  injury  was  occasioned  to 
stttiors  by  iheir  causes  being  laid  6ver  from  one 
court  to  another ;  and  the  judges,  having  to  attend 
to  their  several  Circuit  Courts,  could  not  devote 
sufficient  time  to  the  business  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  Mr.  G.  thought  it  impropei*  that  the  same 
judges  who  presideMn  the  Circuit  Courts,  should 
afterwards  revise  their  own  judgments,  in  cases 
of  appeal,  in  the  Supreme  Court.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  this  was  in  conformity  to  the  meaning 
of  tbe  Constitutional  provision,  that  */ the  judicial 

*  powers  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be  vested  in 

*  one  Supreme  Court,  add  in  such  inferior  courts 

*  as  the  Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain 

*  and  establish.''  He  saw  no  difficulty  that  would 
attend  the  holding  of  the  Circuit  Courttf  by  two 
or  mpre  district  judges  from  adjoining  districts. 
In  order  to  brioff  this  subject  before  the  House, 
Mr.  Q.  offered  the  following  resolution : 

«  Resohed,  That  a  commhtee  be  appointed  to  tnqnire 
whether  any»  and  if  any*  what  alteration  is  necessary 
in  die  judKnal  system  of  the  United  States,  and  ^at 
they  repoit  by  bilL'' 

Agreed  to^and  a  committee  of  five  appointed. 

GOVERNMENT  LOAN.     . 

The  Hoase  went  into  a  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  ways  and  means,  when  the  bill  authorizing 
a  loan  for  a  som  not  exceeding  -^—  million  of 
dollars,  was  taken  up.  And  the  bill  having  been 
read  through,,  the  bladk  for  the  amount  of  the 
loan  was  filled  up  With  eleven  millions  of  dollar9, 
and  the  blank  for  the  time  after  which  the  Uni- 
ted S^tes  ahaii'be  at  liberty  to  reimburse  the  sun^ 
loaned,  was  filled  with  twelve  years.  The  com- 
mittee then  rose  and  the  House  concurred  in  the 
amendments.  On  the  question,  "  Shall  the  bill 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  V*  the  yeaa  and 
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nays  wefe  called,  and  the  question  was  carried, 
86io28,as  foUows: 

SrEA»— Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Stevenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,"*  David  Bard,  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  Wiiliam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge, 
Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown>  Wm.  A.  B,urwcll,  William 
Butler,  Jolin  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Qheves,  Matthew 
City,  James  Cpchran,  Lewis  Condtt,  William  Craw- 
ford, Jehn  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earle,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Meshaek  Franklin,  Themas  Ohdlson,  Peterson 
Ooodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Gnmdy,  Boiling 
HaU,  Obed  Hail,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Htfwes, 
Jacob  Hui^,  Richard  M.  JohnsoQ,  Joseph  Kent,  Wil- 
liam R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Petec 
Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  WUliam  Lowndes» 
Aaron  .Lyie)  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBnrde,  WlUiam  McCoy, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcal^ 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  An- 
thony New,  Tbote'as  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Ste- 
phen Ormiby,  Israel  Pickens,  WiI^am  Piper,  James 
Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Samuel  Ringgold*  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sao^mons,  Ebenezer*  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  SmtKe,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
.  Silas  Stow,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Chaiies  Tur- 
ner, jr.,  Pieire  Ytfn  Cortlandt,  jr^  Robert  WhitehiU» 
WilUam  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright.— 86. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow, Elijah  Brighmm, 
Epephrodttns.  Champion,  Mertin  Chittenden,  ^ohn 
Davenport,  jr.,  WiUiani  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Charles  Golds- 
borough^  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B. 
Key)  Lyman  'Law,  Joseph  Lewist  J'**  James  Milnor, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Jose^  Pearson,  Timothy  Pit^ 
kin, jr.,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Richard 
Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.Stu^ges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  artd  Thomas  Wilson*— 28. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  E(ouse  agreed 
that  they  would  to-morrow  take  up  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  relation  tQ 
the  contemplated  taxes. 


Tuesday,  February  25. 

Mr.  Qholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Ciaimsi 
who  was  inairuoted  by  a  resolution  of  the  third 
ultimo,  te  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  coatin- 
uingin  force  an  act  to  provide  for  persons  who 
were  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  presented  a  bill  to  oontinuft 
in  force  "An  act  to  provide  lor  persons  who  were 
disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war;**  which TVas  read  twice, and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poiwdbxteh,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  Were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  tobroitted  by  him 
on  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  concerning  lauds  in  Flor* 
ida ;  and  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Auor- 
ney  General  of  the  United  States,  le  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  biit  "  to  establish  a 
Ctuartermaster's  Department,^ and -for  other  pur- 


poses ;"  in  wutch  they  "desire  ^he  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  lease  for  a  term  of 
years  pne  of  the  reservations  of  public  ground  in 
the  City  of  Washi^fftOn,  (the  vacant  ground  lying 
west  01  the  Capitoljj/or  the  purpose  of  a  botanic 
garden.     The. bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  SETnEBTcalled  up  the  resolution  which  he 
had  laid  upon  the  table  some  days  ago,  proposing 
to  authorize  the. Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  em- 
ploy a  proper  person  to  arrange  and  digest  the 
infarniAtion  oq  the  aOhject  of  mann&ctures,  r^ 
ceived  from  xk^  Marshals  of  the  seteral  States; 
which,  afiler  reeeiT'ing  some  little  modifieatioa 
frooa  its  mover,  -was  ^ead  three  times,  and  passed. 

A  bill  from  tb€  Senate  forest«blishiBgaitiiar' 
termaster's  Department,  and-  for  other  purposes, 
was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oq 
Military  Afihirs. 

STEPHEN  FELLOWS. 
.  Mr.  PiTJCiN  presented  the  petition  of  Stephen 
Fellows,  a  wounded  soldier  of  the  Revdation, 
f>ntyiugforan  increase  of  pension,  owing  to  Us 
entire  disability  to  earn  anything  toward  a  sob- 
sisteace  by  labor. 

Mr.  P..said  this  petitioner  was  already  allowed 
five  dollars  a  month,  the  highest  degree  of  pen- 
sion provided  by  the  laws  of  )lhe  United  Suues; 
but  he  thought  that  persons  so  utterly  iacnpaci- 
tated  as  he  knew  this  man  to  bC;  ought  to  bare  a 
larger  allowance*  He  moved,  therefore,  to  refer 
the  petition  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  with 
instructions  "to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
^  making  provision  by  law  for  increasmg  the  pen- 
'  sion  of  noQ-comnis&ioned  officers  ^nd  solddeis, 
Mo, a  greater  sum  thai^  is  at  present  allowed, 

*  whenever,  ip  consequence  of  w.ounds,  they  haw 
'  become  totally  unaple  to  maintain  themselp 

*  by  manual  labor.  ^     *     . 

Messrs.  Alston  and  Shaw  opposed  this  motion, 
as  tending  to  hreak  up  all  the  present  regulatiooi 
in  this  respect,  and  to  bring  in  a  crowd  of  appli- 
cants of  the  same  kiad;  they  tkougiitthe  United 
^ates  had  done  enough  on  this  subject*  if  tJiCfs 
were  any  particularly  hard  cases,  the' States  in 
wiiich  such  persons  lived,  or  the.  soeiety  about 
them^  would  doubtless  render  them  the  assisunce 
which  their  situation  required.  Mr.  S.  moved 
thai  the  petition  lie  on  the  tab)e.  This  motion 
wnjs  negatived— 41.  to  3$. 

After  a  few  ohservatjions^ against  the  reference, 
by  Mr.  Widge&y,  and  in  favor  of  i(  by  Mr.  Fisk? 
the  motion  was  carried — ^  to  43. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Littlb,  the  word 
"  officers"  was  added  before  the  word  ^*  non-eoin« 
missioned." 

GOVERNMENT  LOAN. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  authorizing  a  loaii  for 
eleven  millions  of  dollars,  was  read  the  third  thne; 
and  the  question  being  put,  **  Shall  the  bill  ptss  to 
its  third  reading?"  . 

Mr.  M.  Clay  expressed  a  wish  that  the  bill 
m  ight  be  postponed  for  a  few  days.    It  was  pred- 
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icated  upoa  war,  which  many  still  hoped  mi^t 
be  avoided.  The  Coostitutioo  bad  just  arrived 
from  France,  aod  had, probably  broa^ht  d^patch- 
es,  which  doubtless  would  be  communicated  to 
Congress  as  soon  as  they  could  be  got  ^eady. 
He  hoped,  therefore^  the  consideration  of  this  biU 
woOld  be  postponed  until  Monday  next.  And  he 
gave  ootiee  that  he  should  n^ove  a  like  postpone- 
ment of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  relation  to  taxes,  when  that  subject 
shall  be  called  up. 

Mr.  Bacon  said,  whatever  weight  the  remarks 

of  the  gentleiaan  from  Virginia  might  have,  in 

reJation  to  the  taxes^  he  boped  they  would  not 

prevail,  in  postpmag  the  eoAaidecatiiMi  of  the 

present  bill.    Goagreat  had  already  authorized 

,     very  large  expenses,  which  must  be  provided  (or ; 

,     and  the  Executive  ought  to  have  some  time  al* 

^     lowed  him  to  ascertain  whet'her  kmns  can  be  ob- 

taioed  upon  the  terms  contained  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smilie  said,  it  was  well  known  that  he  had 
been  opposed  to  a  part  Qf  the  measures  of  expense 
wliich  had  been  authorized ;  .but,  as  the  bills  had 
I     now  become  laws,  he  felt  himself  bound  to  {>ro- 
i     vide  the  ways  and  means  for  carryidg  them  into 
effect.    Ana  he  was  for  doing  this  at  once,  with- 
out waiting  for  any  communications  from  abroad, 
which  were  altogether  uncertain, 
r       The  motion  for  postponement  was  lost. 

The  qaestion  then  returned  on  the  passage  of 
the  "bill. 

Mr.  RandoliPH  did  not  feel  himself  bound  to 
vote  far  this  bill  because  the  expenses,  for  the 
meeting  of  which  it  went  to  provide  a  loan,  bad 
been  authorized.  He  held  himself  perfectly  ab- 
solved from  these  measare?;  as  he  had  constantly 
opposed  them  in  their  progress  through  the 
House. 

But  I  do  not  rise,  said  Mr.  R.,  either  to  make 
an  apology  for  my  vote,  or  with  an  expectation  o[ 
changing  the  sentiments  of  a  single  individual  In 
this  House.  It  is  for  the  purpose,  if  it  were  pos- 
sible^ of  being  heard  by  those  to  whom  atone  I 
feel  mjrself  AtQCQ^ble  fo/  my  public  conduct.  But 
I  well  know,  from  long'' and  tried  experience  in 
this  Houae,  that  this  is  a  desperate  hope — that  the 
avenaes  to^the  public  ear  are  shot  against  a  small, 
and  not,  perhaps,  very  important  description  of 
perKOOB  in  this  House.* 

Mr.  R.  wished  the  American  people  to  know 
what  new  cause  of  war  had  accrued  since  the  ac- 
cession of  the  present  President  to  the  Chair— 

*  Mr.  Randolph  certainly  had  no  allusion  to  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  in  this  remark,  because,  as  to  this 
paper,  sach  an  imputation^aa  is  here  conveyedt  would 
be  utterly  and  noloriouslv  without  foundation.  What^ 
ever  may  be  our  erro^  or  omistion  or  commission,  Mr. 
Randolph  and  his  friends  (the  description  of  persons, 
we  presanae,  to  whom  the  orator  adverts)  have  neither 
right  nor  reasen  to  oomplain ;  they  certainly  hisve  here- 
ti^ore  oocupied/iA'  our  colamns,  their  fall  share  of  pob- 
lie  attention.  We  have,  therefore,  thought  proper  to 
caution  oor  readers  against  iklling  into  the  error,  from 
the  genaralify  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  phraseolo- 
gy, •of  sapposing  him  to  have  alluded  to  this  paper. — 
JMeby  tht  Editor  of  the  National  Inteilig^eern 
I2ih  Con.  1st  ^kss. — 35 


since  the  return  of  Mr.  Monroe  froin  his  mission  to 
London.  And  he  wished  them  to  know  upon 
what « principle  this  nation,  which  has  hitherto 
been  preserved  in  peace — this  nation,  which,  with 
all  the  vexations  and  losses  she  has  experienced, 
is  still  the  freest  and  happiest  nation  on  earth-7 
on  what  principles  she  shall  be  torn  from  her  fast 
moorings  of  peace,  and  launched  into  the.  tem- 
pestuous sea  of  European  politics — into  a  sea  of 
Mood. 

Mr.  R.  knew  he  asked  in  vain.  No  answer  could 
be  given.  Such  conduct^  in  his  opinion,  was  in 
the  highest  degree  wanton,  and  was  enoqgh  to 
call  down  upon  us  the  chastening  hand  of  Him 
whp  rules  the  Universe.  We  have  it  iji  our  power, 
to  remain  free. and  at  peace.  Our  firesides  are 
safe.  Our  ports  and  harbbrs  may  be  defended  ; 
but  we  have  imbibed  a  portion  of  that  spirit 
which  lost  the  angels  their  seat  in  Qeaven.  We 
are  about  to  throw  aside  our  peaceful  state  and 
mingle  in  the  dreadful  conflict  of  European  am- 
bition and  disorder.  His  heart  wi^s  sick  within 
him  at  the  sight.    It  died  at  the  very  idea. 

It  is  not  in  our  power,  said  Mr,  R.,  to  dive  into 
futurity  ;  but  we  can  judge  of  the  past.  No  man 
who  hears  m?  will  sav  that  we  have  any  cause  of 
war  now,  that  we  had  not  eighteen  months  ago. 
And  let  me  ask  every  planter  and  farmer  in  this 
country,  and  I  believe  1  rpight  add  every  manu* 
facturer,  tooi  wheiHer,  during  the  last  year^  in  the 
course  of  which  we  have  been  able  to  sell  odr 
breadstuff  at  a  vast  profir,  it  yrould  liave  been  bet- 
ter for  us  to  have  been  engaged  in  war  than  to 
have  remained  in  peace?  To  have  been  cut  off 
from  this  market  for  our  produce,  and  to  have  had 
in  its  stead  wftr,  with-all  its  retinue  of  land  taxes, 
excises,  ^t  tax,  stamp  tax,  d^c.? 

Wete  you  to  ask  any  yeoman  of  common  sense 
in  this  country  such  a  questipn,  he  would  lau^h 
at  you.  Whether,  during  the  past  ^ear,  he  would  * 
choose  to  have  had  his  sons  fighting  battles  oa 
the  plains  of  Abraham,  in  which  he  had  no  ipter- 
est,  with  his  produce  rotting  in  his  barn,  or  let 
the  year  pass  away  as  it  has  done  in  peace,  afford- 
ing an  excellent  price  for  grain  of  every  kind? 
This,  said  he,  is  an  unanswered  and  unanswera- 
ble argument. 

If  our  Treasury  b^  empty,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  is 
owing  to.our  own  acts.  Repeal  your  non-impor- 
tation act.  Do  away  your  whole  restrictive  sys- 
tem— pot  the  two  countries,  in  point  of  fact,  upoa 
the  same  footing,  and.  my  life  upon  it,  you  will 
find  np  difficulty  in  arranging  all  vour  presetit 
differences,  And.  rather  than  do  this,  will  this 
Hou^e  plunge  this  nation  into  a  foreign  war,cpD^^ 
trary  to  the  public  sentiment  ?  Contrary  tq  Jhe 
wishes. of  mAny  of  those  who  are'  wjthin^h^^ 
hearing  of  my  voice,  who  ipay  be  pusbid  iQ|o  9^ 
vote  which  they  wish,  if  possible,  to  aroidl  Is . 
this  a  st^te  of  things  which  will  authorize:^ 
gress  to  put  tluL  nation  into  a  state  of  war ' 
war  were  absolutely  necessary,  there  would  bel  ^ 
necessity  for  individuals  to  act  under  such  excitcM 
ments — so  that  pne-half  would  enter  into  it  re^ 
luctantly,  and  the  other  half  would  be  ashamed 
ofentermginto  the  measure— like  som^  hapless 
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ioditidual,  precipitated  iDto'sioj^le^combat  agaiust 
bis^own  will,  under  the  lash  of  the  press,  and  the 
busy  xk\k  of  the  coffee-hojUse  saunterers  of  the 
day. 

But,  said  Mr.  R.,  has  it  been  taken  into  consid- 
eration, that  these  two  great  belligerents;  who  for 
twenty  vears  have  been  disturbing  the  repose  of 
naapkind — during  which  period  we  baVe  ha^d  the 
wisdom  and  the  virtue,  under  men  acknowledged 
on  all  hands  jto  be  great :  under  Mr.  Jefferson,  the 
idol  of  one  description  of  the  people  ;  under  Mr. 
Adams,  the  idol  of  an  opposite  description  ;  and 
under  Qeneral  Washington,  the  idol  of  all,  tO  steer 
clear  of  any  connexion  with  them— may  nrtkke 
peace  1  And  if  we  are  now  to  take  leavB  of  our 
peaceful  coarse,  under  wbatausj^ces  are  we  about 
to  do  so  ?  Who  are  the  statesmen  to  plan,  or  the 
miliUry  chief  to  execute?  But.  as  he  bad  said, 
these  belligerents  may  make  peace,  and  peace  is 
always  made  at  the  expense  of  a  weaker  Power. 
May  not'  Great  Britain  and  Prance,  after,  per- 
liapls,  we  sbail'tiave  taken' possession  of  Canada, 
find  it  to  their  advantage  to  make  peace,  and  in 
that  case  we  may  be  compelled  to  surrender  Can- 
ada, to  England,  or  Louisiana  to  France;  or  to 
enter  into  any  other  condition,  no  matter  Irow 
much  it  may  affect  bur  interest,  if  it  produce, 
what  these  Powers  always  keep  in  view,  their 
own  aggrandizement? 

Are  we  going  to  war  on  the  faith  of  the  dura- 
tion of  the  life  ofthe  present  Emperor  of  FVance? 
Are  we  prepared  to  rest  our  whole  hopes  on  the 
existence  of' that  roan?*  Or,- what  is  Worse,  to 
attach  ourselves  to  his  eause,  and  number  our- 
selves among  those  he  calls  his  allies?  and  for 
whai  ?  ,  _        ' 

Mr.  R.  said,  it  was  six  or  seven  years  since  this 
questioa  was  first  incidentally  touched  pn  in  this 
House,  on  a  motion  of  a  member  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, since  translated  to  the  other  branch  ofthe 
Legislature.  He  had  lately  looked  into  the  opin- 
ions which  he  entertained  and  expressed  on  that 
occasion,  ahd  he  found  them  precisely  to  agree 
with  his  present  sentiments ;  and  it  was  satisfac- 
tory to  himself  to  find  this  agreement ;  but  he  re- 
gretted also  to  discover  that  the  forebodings  of 
that  day  had  been  unhappily  realized  in  respect 
Co  our  Government. 

Mr.  R.  said,  it  was  not  his  iutentiod,  when  he 
came  to  the  House  this  morning,  to  have  spoken 
on  this  subject.  He  came  to  enter  his  protest 
against  the  system  which  is  patronized  bv  those 
who  call  themselves  the  friends  of  the  people,  who 
style  themselves  Republicans. 

And,  if  he  thought  it  would  have  any  effect,  he 
would  call  upon  the  advpeates  of  those  meas- 
ures to  pause  upon  this  fearful  .aby^s— this  laby- 
rinth of^  War,  into'' which  whomsoever  has  entered, 
except  thf  two  great  devourers  of  manjcind,  the 
tiger  and  the  shark,  have  niost  assuredly  died. 

With  respect  to. the  taxes  in  quistion,  though 
thejr  should  be  voted  in  shoals,  he^hould  never 
believe  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  will 
ever  submit  to  pav  them.  He  wished  not  to  be 
misunderstood.  They  will  submit  to  them  as  long 
a»  they  are  enforced  by  la#  j  but  the  people  ofthe 


United  States  are  the  law-givers  of  this  land,  M 
they  will  take  car^.  that  these  laws  shall  not  long 
e'xist.  Indeed,  they  would  be  traitors  to  them- 
selves and  their  children,  if  they  suffered  their 
last  shillini^  to  be  taken  from  their  pockets,  aod 
their  blood  to  be  spilled  in  a  war  wfalch  they  did 
not  approve. 

The  bill  passed  its  third  reading^^eas  9ii.  atys 
29,  as  follows: 

Tbas^ Willis  Alston, Jr.,  William  Andenon,8te> 
venion  Archer,  Eiekiel  Baeon,  David  Bard,  Borwdl 
Bassett,  Wiiltam  W.  Bibb,  Harmantte  Bleecker,  Adun 
Bo^,  Robert  Brown,  WUHaai  A.  B«nreU,  Wilfim 
Bntler,  John  Ci  Calhoun,  Langdon  Ckeve%  Matthiv 
day,  JamMOoehtmo,  Lewis  Condk,  Wfiliim  Citv- 
ibrd,  Roger  Davia,  Joim  DawMW,  Joamh  Dedit,  8tfi- 
ual  .DinaaM>OT,  Eliaa  Eajrie,  Jamas  Emott,  WilHui 
Findle^,  Jamsa  Fiak,  Meshaek  Franklin,  Thomas 
OholBOtt,  Thpaias  R.  Gold,  Fetenon  Ooodwyn,  Iwith 
Z.  Green,  FeUz  Grundy,  Boiling  HaU,  Obed  HtU, 
John  A*  Harper»  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufly,  Ricb- 
ard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Ab* 
ner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,.  Peter  Ljttle,  Robeit  U 
Roy  Livingvton,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron' Lyie,  Ni* , 
thaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, 
WiHiam  McCojr,  Alexander  McKim»  Arunah  Metetli; 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Mor* 
row,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New.  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Orinsby,  Israel  Pickeni, 
William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  'BeniamiD  Poad, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  JomabQaiiKy. 
William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Samael  Rior 
gold^John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebt- 
neser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneier  Beavsr,  Jolia 
Saner,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw>  John  Smilii, 
George  Smith,  John. Smith,  Silas  Stow,  Wm.  8tim» 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M..  Troop,  Charles  Tunwr,  jaaiffi 
Pferre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Robert  WbitehiU,  WilUtn 
Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 

•Yejls— John  Baker,  Ab^ah  Bigelow,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epapnroditus  ChampioD. 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Asa  Fitdu 
Charles  Goldsbo>ough,  Edwin  Graiy,  Richard  Jsckioo, 
junior,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  James  Miloor, 
Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitluii 
jun.,  John  Randolph,  Henry ^.  Ridgely,  WiHiam  Rod- 
man, Daniel  Sbeflby,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stotrt, 
Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamia  Til* 
madger,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  WbitO)  andTtffm 
Wilasb. 

WAR  taxes: 

Mr.  Bacon  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  oo 
the  report  of  the  Committee  jof  Ways  and  Meaos 
on  the  sabject  of  the  contemplated  taxes. 

Mr.  Ci«AT  moved  that  this  subject  be  postpoaed 
till  Monday  week',  for  ihe  reason*  which  he  hsfl 
already -stated. 

Mr.  Tallmadob  could  see  no  good  reasoa  for 
this  delay.  The  report  of  t^e  Committee  of 
Waya  and  Means  has  been  soioa  lime, before  the 
House.  The  House  had,  (Vom  day  to  day,  pMsed 
upon  objects  of  great, expense,  and  it  was  ce^ 
tainly  necessary  to  provide  the  ways  and  nesns 
to  meet  them.  We  have  just  passed  a  bill  fot 
borrowing:  eleven  millions  of.  dollars;  but  this 
will  fall  far  short  of  what  will  be  wanted.  Ex- 
penses have  been  authorized  to  the  amooot  of 
twenty  millions.    Why  do  geotlemeu  wish  to 
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pwtpone  this  question  of  peace  or  war  %  It  can- 
not be,  after  authorizing  the  preparatorjr  meas- 
ures, they  are  afraid  to  meet  it.  He  wished  to 
see  the  question  before  the  House,  and  to  hear  it 
fallf  discussed.  It  will  b^  of  no  use  that  armies 
have  been  authorized,  except  the  sinews  of  war 
be  provided.    He  was  against  a  poiitponement. 

Mr.  Fisc  was  rn  fairor  of  postponement ;  not 
because  he  was  afraid  to  meet  the  question  of 
peace  or  war  at  a  proper  time.  He  was  not  will- 
ing, however,  to  vote  for  taxes,  or  war,  until  every 
hope  of  accommodation  had  disappeared^  nor  did 
Be  s*e  any  necessity  for  doing  so.  IVere  the  sub- 
ject to  be  taken  up  at  present,  sonde  members 
would  be  placed  in  difficulty  a»  to  their,  vote ; 
when,  some  days  hence,  there  would  be  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion  among  those  who  have  uniformlf 
voted  for  putting  the  nation  in  a  stat)e  of  defence. 
He  knew  there  were  taxes  among  those  proposed 
which  had  been  used  as  instruments  agaiok  those 
who  bad  laid  them,  and  which  might  again  be  so 
used  ;  but,  if  they  become  necessary,  this  consid- 
eration, he  presumed^  would  be  lost  sight  Of. 
Mr.  Potter  spoke  against  the  postponement. 
Mr.  Bacon  was  not  particularly  anxious  on  the 
subject,  though  he  could  see  no  objection  to  en- 
tering upon  it  at  present.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  thought  it  their  duty  to 
make  their  report  as  soon'a^  they  were  able ;  and, 
having  done  this,  the  responsibpity  lies  with  the 
House.  If  the  House  showed  an  unwillingness  to 
enter  upon  this  subject,  it  might  have  an  unfa- 
vorable effect  upon  tbe  loan  which  had  been 
authorized. 

Mr.  Nbwtoii  Wished  the  House  to  ffo  into  a" 
Committee  on  this  subject,  if  it  were  only  to  take 
up  that  part  of  the  report  which  has  reference  to 
an  increase  of  duties  on  imports,  as  the  manufac- 
turers ift  difibrent  parts  of  the  United  States,  who 
had  axpended  large  sums  in  erecting^  works,  are 
anxious  to  know  the  determioatiod  of  Congress 
on  this  subject.  * 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  considerations  suggested 
by  the  getitleman  last  up,  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  House  then  resolved  itselfintoa  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  oh  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means ;  when  the  first  resolution, 
proposing  an  increase  of  11H)  per  cent,  on  impost 
duties  being  under  cbnsideratron'— 

Mf.  Bacon  rose  and  said,  that  he  should  per- 
haps be  very  readily  excused  by  the  Coitimittee, 
should  he  refrain  altogether  from  claiming  their 
attention  to  any  further  expositions  of  the  views 
which  had  governed  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  the  general  report  which  it  had 
been  deemed  their  duty  to  present  to  the  House, 
and  which  was  now  the  subject  of  consideration ; 
and  were  he  to  be  governwl  solely  by  his  own 
feelings  or  inclinations,  he  certafniv  should  not 
be  disposed  to  add  to  the  long  list  of  unwelcome 
taxes,  whose  adoption  was  recommended  to  the 
House — one  which  in  his  view  had  long  since 
become  to  them  and  to  the  nation  the  most  inju- 
rous  and  burdensome  of  all  others — the  tax  of 
words-  Presuming,  however,  that  some  more 
particalar  explaaatton  6i  the  various  topics  em- 


braced by  the  F^port,  might  be  conceived  to  ba 
due  from  him  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  and 
desirous  that  his  own  views,  at  least,  of  this  very 
important  subject,  should  not  be  misunderstood, 
he'woufd,  as  briefly  as  he  could,  proceed  to  such 
further  elucidation  of  the  grounds  on  which  the 
report  was  predicated,  as  it  was  in  his  power  to 
offer.     - 

I[\  addition  to  the  general  duty  at  all  times  in- 
cumbent upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  see  that  the  credit  of  the  Government 
shpuld  at  no  time  be  permitted  to  suffer  for  the 
want  of  pecuniary  means,  commensurate^with  its 
exigencies,  their  attention,  it  would  be  recollected, 
had  been  at  a  very  early  period  of  the^ession  pai^- 
ticularly  drawn  to  this  subject,  bv  that  portron  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stat^ 
which  had  heen  especially  referred  to  their  con* 
^deration,  and  in  which  the  necessity  of  produc- 
ing a  irevenue  "sufficient  at  least  to^derray  the 

*  ordinary  expenses  pf  Govern  men  t,  and  to  pay 
'  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  including  that  on 

*  new  loans  which  might  be  autborized'^T-^was 
strongly  enjoined — it  was  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying into  efl^t  this  provid^t  recommendation 
of  the  Elxecutive,  that  the  earnest  attention  of  the 
committee  had  been  besfowed  upon  the  present 
and  future  state  of  our  financial  concerns.  Under 
the  expenditures  already  authorized  by  law,  and 
in  the  event  of  the  war,  which  the  acts  of  every 
branch  of  the  Government  gave  us  the  highest 
reason  to  expect  was  likely  to  occur  within  a  pe- 
riod not  verv  distant,  the  amount  of  those  expen- 
ditures, both  ordinary  and  exrraordiparyp  were 
detailed  at  large  in  the  report.  Those  of  the 
former  description,  which  fall  upon  the  present 
year,  have  alrejidy  been  provided  for  from  the 
revenues  which  wiir  be  recei^ble  during  the 
year,  and  from  the  moneys  remaining  in .  the 
Treasury  at  its  commencement,  and  no  further 
provision  is  necessary  on. this  account.' 

'  In  rdation  to  jhe.  extraordinary  expenditures, 
on  which  the  estimates  of  the  committee  were 
founded,  and  for  the  defraying  of  Which  the  House 
had  just  no  wauthorized  a  loan  of  eleven  millions- 
it  might,  perhans,  be  supposed  that  some  of  the 
heads  of  expenditure  authorized  might  be  rather 
nominal  than  real,  and\it  any  rate  were  much  lar- 
ger than  could  in  all  probability  b^  expended  dur- 
ing the  present  year.  This  was  probably  true- 
but  he  found  that  in  the  event  of  actual  war  dur- 
ing a  considerable  portion  of  the  year^  and  on  that 
basis  the  committee  grounded  their  estimates, 
there  Were  other  branches  of  expendithre  which 
would  turn  out  much  higher  than  had  as  yet 
been  calculated ;  and  it  would  be  recollected  that 
a  bill  had  within  a  few  days  passed  the  House, 
by  which  ah  additional  ann.ual  expenditure  of 
9400,000  was  authorized  for  arming  the  militia, 
which  had  not  been  brought  into  the  estimates 
of  the  committee.  For  the  expenditures  of  tbe 
present  year,  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary, 
(excepting  only  the  sums  necessary  for  the  an- 
nual reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  old 
debt,  and  which  remained  thereafter  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  a  new  loan,)  provision  had  thus  been 
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already  o^ade  by  the  Houses  Tlie  next  qoebtion 
is  ID  relation  to  the  provisioD  Decessarjrfor  the 
two  succeeding  years.  The  committee  have 
ebti mated  both  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary 
es^penditures  of  those  vears,  at  about  the  same 
as  aire  contemplated  oy  the  appropriations  for^ 
the  present  year,  adding  for  the  year  1813,  the  in- 
terest on  the  loan  authorized  for  the  present  year, 
and  for  the  year  1814,  the  additk)nal  interest  ac- 
cruing on  the  expected  loan  for  the  service  of  the 
previous  year.  This  estimate,  calculating  the  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasury  from  pr^sent  sources  of 
revenue  at  but  a  little  more  thad  three  millions, 
left  a  deficit  pf  npore  than  seven  millions  for  the 
payment  of  ordinary  expenses  and  interest  for, 
1814,  and  more  than  six  an^  an  half  millions  for 
1813.  It  was  true  that  the  estimates  of  the  reve- 
nue from  present  sources  for  those  years,  was. and 
must  be  almost  entirely  conjectural;  and  most 
gentlemen,  it  was  believedi  were  disposfiid  to  esti- 
mate it  coDsiderably  nigher.  We  are  all  apt  to 
be  disposed  in  times  of  iltfficulty  toJook  ra-* 
ther  upon  that  side  of  the  picture  which  was 
least  discouraging.  Nothing  confident  could  c^- 
tainly  be  predicated  on  a  state  of  things  which 
was  altogether  so  jaew  to^  us  pf  late  years  as  an 
active,  war  with  Great -Britain ;  but,  so  far  as  we 
can  calculate  upon  any  known  data,  he  had 
much  reason  to  fear,  that  thi^  copjeetural  esti- 
mate was  not  greatly  underrated.  We  have  no 
document  which  gives  us  the  respective  amount 
of  our  actual  importations  of  arlicles^  on  which 
impost  duties  are  collected  from  dififerent  foreign 
countries  for  the  two  pr  three  y^ars  past — but, 
from  information  laid  before  the  Hotise  in  the 
year  1805,  it  appear5,  that,  on  an  average  of  the 
years  1802;  3,- and  4,  our  importations  from  all 
Mirts  of  the  world  were  as  follows:  from  the 
British  dominions,  $35,970,000;  Northern  Eu- 
ropean Powers,.  87,094,000;  Holland,  France, 
Spain,  and  Italy,  $25,475,000 ;  Porlu^l  $1,083^ 
000;' China  an'4  other  native  Asiatic  Powers, 
$4,856,000;  all  other  co.utitrie^  ,$788,000;  total 
$75,094,000.  When,  therefpre,  it  was  copside/ed 
that  nearly  h^lf  of  the  whole  amount  of  our  im- 
post duties  accrued  on  importations  from  Great 
Britain,  which,  throwing  out  of  view  s\ich  illicit 
trade  as  might  take  place  4n  a  state  of  war.  must 
be  en  ti  rel  y  suspended ;  the  general  exclusion  wh  ich 
it  was  to  be  feired  |ve  must  be  subjected  to  from 
the  Baltic,  Mediterranean,  and  Asiatic  trade ;  he 
did  not  know  from  what  sources  of  legitimate 
commerce  we  could  flatter  ourselves  with  the 
prospect  of  a  much  greater  revenue  from  external 
•ources  than  the  amount  which  had  been  aseqmed 
by  the  committee,  especialljr  when  we  <^ODtem- 
piate  the  increased  interruptions  to  which  all  our 
other  branches  of  foreign  commerce  must  be  ex- 
posed by  capture  and  the  general  hostilities  of 
the  enemy. 

It  is  assumed  by  the  commit^e,  that  the  extra- 
ordinary or  war  expeiiditures  of  the  two  siicceed- 
ing  years  should  also  rest  upon  further  loans ;  and 
it  js  proposed  that  reveaue  sufficient  to  pay  only 
the  ordinary  expenses,  and  the  interest  on  the  old 
debt  and  on  new  loans,  should  be  immediately 


provideid  for  by  the  Governqient-^leaving  us  for 
the  present  year  the  principal  of  the  old  debt  re- 
imbursable, ^to  be  provided  for  by  &  prolongatioa 
of  the  old  qr  the  contracting  of  a  new  loan..  This 
requisition  is  evidently  so  moderate  in  itself,  aad 
so  clearly  sanctioned  by  the  example  of  every 
Government  which  is  iotfuenced  in  its  fiaaDcial 
concerns  by  the  dictates  of  a  wise  and  prudent 
policy,  that,  had  the  committee  been  governed 
only  oy  their  own  views  of  propriety,  they  might, 
perhaps,  have  thoi^ght  an  apology  was  due  to 
the  House  and  the  nation,  for  having  proposed  a 
system  which  suffered  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
current  annual  expenditures  to  remain  unpra- 
vided  for,  except  through  the  medium  of  a  debt 
irredeemable  for  perh ape  twelve  year^tocome; 
abd  it  might  seem  to  reasonable  men  a  waste  of 
time  jtnd  argument,  to  endeavor  to  enforce  the 
propriety  or  necessity  of  providing  a  revenue  tt 
feast  commensurate  to  the  objects  before  stated. 
Such  novel  and  strange  ideas  had,  however,  of 
It^te,  apparently  obtained  a  currency  in  political 
circles  out  of' doors  on  this  point,  and  he  feared 
bad  not  been  entirely  withput  their  proselytes 
even  within  these  walls;  and  so  much  had  been 
thrown  out  as  to  our  capacity  of  obtaining  loans 
upon  eligible  terms  and  to  an  almost  unlimited  ex- 
tent, both  foir  defraying  our  curreni  charges,  and 
even  the  interest  on  the  loans  themselves;,  through 
the  medium  of  some  magijcal  paper  machinery, 
that  he  deemed  il  important  to.  bring  these  doc- 
trines to  an  early  test,  before  they  had  acquired  a 
too  fatal  ascendency  eith^  here  or  else  where  in 
our  country. 

I'he  ability  of  a*  Goyernmeat  to  obtain  any 
considerable  aums  by  way  of  loans  upon  eligible 
^rms,  Mr.  Bacon  said,  depended,  he  apprehended, 
mostly  upon  the  market  value,  which  the  public 
funds, or  stocks  of  the  country  bore  in  the  market. 
Since  no^prudent  capitalist  could  be  expecied  to 
Igan  l^isinoney  to  a  Govern rnent  for  this  security 
at  par,  if  that  security  would  in  all  probability 
immediately  fall  in  his  hands  below  the  nofflioal 
value  which  it  expressed  to  be  worth;  when  this 
was  ibe  case  th^  only  i^ode  of  obtaining  the  use 
of  such  capital  mqst  be  by  allowing  to  the  lender 
an  extra  int^est,  or  in  some  other  way  afford 
him  a  premium  therefor  beyond  the  ordinary  rate 
of  legal  interest  in  the  Countrv^ 

The  market  value  of  public  stocks  or  funds 
depends  asain  upon  tiie  proportion  between  the 
interest  which  they  bear,  and  the  proflt  which 
can  he  made  by  investing  individual  capital  in 
some  private  enterprise  or  employment  which 
4he  situation  and  circumstances  or  the  country 
affords.  It  is  influenced  bj  the  plenty  or  scarcity 
of  money  or  capit|il  in  the  country,  by  the  credit 
of  the  Government  it^elfj  and  by  the  quantitv  of 
its  stock  which  i^hall  be  circulating  in  the  market. 
These  are  pribcjplQs  which  are  neither  novel  or 
original,  they  are  founded  on  universal  experi- 
ence, and  require^  it  is  presumed,  no  illustration 
to  establish  them  in  the  mind  of  any  man  who 
has  at  all  reflected  upon  the  subject.  Let  us  then 
apply  them  to  the  circumstances  and  case  of  our 
own  country;    In  the  first  place,  it  is  well  knayrn 
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that  we  are  not  yet  a  couotry  kafing  at  its  eomr 
mand  a  large  .disposable  moaeyed  capital.  That 
ve  are  a  nation  strong:  in  our  own  peculiar  rr- 
searces.  in  a  vell-dhrected  and  successful  agrietil- 
tore,  in  the  fceneral  industry  of  our  people,  and) 
ttfiti)  of  late,  in  a  growing  and  flourishrng  com* 
meroe,  is  not  to  be  doubted.  But,  as  compared 
with  most- other  nations,  whose  exigencies  have 
eompelied  them  to  resort  to  an  extensive  system 
of  public  credit,  we  are,  in  regard  to  a  surplus 
moneyed  capital,  coihparatiyely  poor  and  feeble. 
It  is  true  that  we  have  a  nominal  bank  capital  of 
some  fifty  or  sixty  millions  of  dollars,  and  much 
reliance  is  apparently  placed  upon  this  for  the 
facilities  of  loans.  Undoubtedly  we  shall  be  able 
to  obtain  considerable  aicfs  from  that  quarter,  but 
itillit  is  to  be  feared  that^some  of  our  calcula- 
tions on  that  may  be  ill  founded.  A  considerable 
part  of  this  capita),  there  is  reason  to  believe, 
tests  upon  credit  in  some  shape  or  other,  and  is 

'^  one  which  its  holders  are  compelled  to  manage 
with  the  utmost  caution  and  circumspection. 
Their  loans  do  not  generally  extend  l^eyond  sixty 
^ays,  and  they  are  enabled  to  extend  or  contract 
their  discounts  precisely  in  proportion  to  the  pres- 

'    sare  that  is  like  to  be  made  upon  them,  atid  to 

>    the  general  state  of  commercial  and  other  credit. 

^  It  IB  not  such  loans  that  will. answer  our  purpose  \ 
they  must   be  made  irredeemable  for  a  much 

'    bngef  period,  perhapa  for  ten  or  twelve  years. 
Bttt^  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  loans  in  this 
country  to  any  very  great  extent  does  not  rest 

;  altogether  upon  theorjr ;  we  are  not  without  sonie 
experience  on  that  pomt.  From  tne  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  strong  ias  it  was  in  capital, 
aad  dependent  as  it  was  upon  (he  Qovernmeat, 

\  the  whole  amount  of  the  loans  which  they  were 
enabled  to  make  us  during  the  continuance  of 
their  charter,  hardly  amounted  to  seven  millions. 
It  is  well  «known  that  during  the  year  1796,  tfa6 
CbvemmeoK,  being' pressed  for  the  payment  of 
the  loans  previously  effected  with  that  bank  and 
the  bank  of  New  York,  opened  a  domestic  loan 
for  five  iniliionsr  but  were  able  to  obtain  sub- 
seriptions  only  to  the  amount  of  eighty  thousand 
dollars,  and  that    irredeemable  for   more  than 

f  twenty  years,  and  were  moreover  compelled,  in 
order  to  meet  their  eo^^ements,  to  tell  a  large 
portion  of  their  shares  in  the  bank  upon  the  best 
terms  they  were  able  to  do.  The  credit  of  the 
^vernnaent  wai  as  good  then  as  it  is  now.  and 
there  was  certainly  as  stroisg a  disposition  in  the 
moneyed  interest  of  the*  nation  to  accominodafe 
them  as  there  now  is.  The  truth  is,  if  we  can 
make  it  for  the  interest  of  capi'taliets  to  lend  us 
this  money,  we  shall  undoubtedly  obtain  it,  eVen 
from  oar  enemies;  and  on  no  other  consideration 
should  we  flatter  ourselves  from  obtaining  a  sin- 
gle cent  from  those  wliom  we  call  our  friends. 

It  knot  to  be  doubted  that  since  that  period 
the  moneyed  capital-  of  tha  nation  has  experienced 
a  very  coneiderable  augmentation ;  and,  so  far  as 
that  goas,'St  itf  to  be  hoped  that  our  ability  of 
fbiainiBj^  domestic  k>ans  will  be  facilitated.  It 
is  also  inevitable  that«  in  %  period  of  war,  the 
commeRHal  capital  of  tlie  eountry  will  be^  to  a 


considerable  extent,  thrown  oat  of  its  ordinary 
channels  of  etof^loyment,  and  may,  on  that  ac- 
count, be  more  readily  drawn  into  the  public 
funds.  But,  it  is  at  the  same  time  to  be  couisidered, 
that  our  country  affords  other  very  wide  and 
profitable  fields  of  employment  for  capital  besides 
commercial  pursuits,  such  as  investn^eat  in  our 
new  lands,  pushing  forward  new  settlements,  and 
improvements  in  agriculture  ^nerally.  These 
objects  have  already  been  sufficiently  tempting  to 
draw  to  them  very  considerable  sume,  both  of  do- 
mestic and  -foreign  capital.  Our  manufactures 
are  already  gaining  an  extension,- and  some  of 
these  branches  realize  a,  profit  whieh  ip  suffi- 
ciently tempting  to  draw  forth  mUch'ca^iial  for 
the>r  prosecution — and  in  time  of  war  the  scanti- 
ness of  foreign  supplies  and  the  increasing  de- 
mand of  our  own  manufactures  must  probably 
increase  both  the  demand  and  the  profit  upon 
them.  It  may  be  added,  that  evet y  nuin  who  has 
commercial  capital  on  haiid  will  Calculate  that 
the  war  will  not  probably  last  many  years — that 
at  its  close,  new  and  profitable  channels  of  com- 
merce will  again  be* opened^  when  he  can  resume 
his  ordinary  pursuits:, and  would  not  these  men 
verv  frequently  prefer  reserving  their  eapkal  for 
^ucb  a  Use,  at  a  period  whleh  they  would  at  least 
fiattei'  themselves  could  not  he  far  distant,  to 
tying  it  down  in  a  permanent  loan  to  the  Gov- 
ernment 1  It  is  true,  thtft  the  transferable  nature 
of  public  stock,  always  enables  its  holders  to  re- 
alise it9  value  by  sale  in  the  market,  and  to  con- 
vert the  capiul  held  ia  it  to  iM>f  oth^r  use  which 
they  mfty  prefer— but  any  unusual  sales  must  ia^ 
evitably  depress  th^  market  value,  aad  thus  exposa 
the  original  holder  to  a  loss^aod  upon  all  taeee 
remote  circumstances,  those  who  have  money  to 
invest^  can  and  will  calculate  with  much  greater 
precision  hnd  ebrrectnees  than  we  can  Ao  for 
them. 

These  (Mr.  B.  said]|  are  some  of  the  eaasidtr- 
ations  which  struck  him  as  worthy  of  considera- 
tion when  ^k  are  about  calculating  on  the  proe- 
peots  which  we  have  of  obtaining  to  a  very  ex- 
tensive degree  domiestic  loans  upon  very  moderate 
terms  of  interest,  and  that  too  on  the  supposition 
that  we  provide  a  settled  revenue  sufficient  at 
least  to  meet  our  ordinary  expenses,  and  the  in- 
terest on  the  debt  which  we  may  anntmlly  eon- 
tract.  Butj  if  we  soffer  ourselves  to  yield  to  the 
new  theory  of  borrowing  both  principal  and  in- 
terest, we  have  no  data  by  which  to  judge  upon 
what  .'pr6bahle  terms  Idana  may  he  obtaiiied  at 
all,  or  how  long  it  will  be  before  we  must  wind 
up  business.  This  is  an  experiment  which  it  is 
believed  no  regular  or  provident  Government, 
which  relied  upon  pubijc  opinion  and  rolnntary 
credit  for  the  support  of  its  exigencies,  has  of  late 
been  preaomptuoua -enough  to  attempt.  Under 
anch  a  system  of  finance,  oitr  coarse  must  proba- 
tly  be  thai  of  all  other  individuals  of  desperate 
fortune  and  broken  resouree8,and,  like  other  bank- 
rupts, we  must  trust  to  dianee,  and  get  along  at 
the  mercy  of  sharpers  and  shavers.  He  did  not 
use  these  terms  in  relation  to  those  who  woatd 
take  advantage  of  our  neeeMitiet  h^  way  of  ve* 
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pvMch  agaifist  tlMin.  Th«  public  debt  of  a  na- 
tioo  was  always  a'fair  object  of  «peculatioo,  and 
if,'  by  acourse  of  ItDprovideat  coodoct,  we  drive 
ourselves  to  the  necessity  of  yielding  to  ruinous 
and  onionscionable  demands,  the  fault  lies  a^  oor 
own  door,  and  we  ought  to  be  made  accountable 
to  the  nati6n  for  the  fesult.  Under  such  %  sys- 
tem of  management,  it  is  impossible  to  say  what 
jNTudeot  capitalist  would  trust  us  at  all,  or  upon 
what,  even  tolerable,  terms.-  But,  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  all  doubts  of  this  sort  were  removed, 
what  would  be  the  ioeviuble  effect  ^of  throwing 
into  the  market  annually  sueh  an  increased  amount 
of  public  debt  as  this  system  most  require f  The 
same  at' least  as  glutting  it  with  any  other  ^com* 
modity  beyond  the  natural  tise  and  demand,  and, 
from  the  delicate  nature  of  pobHo  credit,  probably 
mneJi  greater  and  more  sensible.  The  result  of 
it  for  only  two  years  is  briefly  alluded  to  in  the 
jeport  of  the  committee,  going  on  the  supposi- 
tion of  an  extraordipary  exj)eAditi^re  of  eleven 
millions. a  year.  We  must,  if  no  additional  re- 
source be  provided,  raise  by  loan  for  the  next 
year  017J^fiOO,  and  for  the  succeeding  year, 
$18,220,000,  exclusive  of  $1,570,000  annually  for 
the  reimbursement  of  the  old  d^bis  agreeably  to 
existing  contract,  making  an  average  of  nearly 
twenty  millions  annualljr*  The  effects  of  such 
an  operation  upon  the  price  of  public  stocks,  and 
the  consequent  terms  of  all  future  loans,  must  be 
abundantly  maiufest. 

We  are  not  (said  Mr.  B.)  Without  some  exj)e- 
rience  also  on  this  point.  He  had  been  informed, 
ifom  sources  that  he  believed  could  be  depended 
upon,  that,  owing  to  the  diffichliy  of  making  re- 
mittances from  Great  Britain  to  this  country  by 
means  of  British  manufhctures.  American  mer- 
chants had  been  in  the  habit,  during  the  last 
year,  of  phrchasiag  American  stocks  which  were 
owned  in  Great  Britain,  and  remitting  them  to 
this  coon  try.  The  whole  amount^  howeve^  did 
B9t  probably  exceed  three  miiiions.  But,  the  ef- 
hex  of  throwing  oinly  thiaonusukl  quantity  into 
market  had,  he  was  assured,  sunk  the  price  of 
stocks, for  a  considerable  part  of  the7ear,  as  mooh 
as  four  per  cent,  below  their  ieirmer  prrce,  and 
had  at  one  time  reduced  them  below  |mr.  They 
had  in  some,  measure  recovered  from  this  depres- 
sion. But  he  perceived  that,  though  it  was  now 
nearlv  at  the  close  of  a  quarter,  wheQ  they  were 
usualiy  a  little  higher  than  at  other  periods,  they 
were  now  quoted  in  the  price  currents  of  the 
day  as  but  barely  at  par;  in  one  instance  he  had 
lately  noticed  they  were  stated  as  a  little  below. 
From  this  circumstance,  then,  we  may  perhaps 
judge  soraethinff  of  the  effect  which  may  be  pro- 
duced by  a  sudden  infiux  of  new  ecock  to  the 
annual  amount  of  twentv  millions. 

It  is  well  known  that  tne  €h)vernment  of  Great 
Britain,  with  iier  .iminense  mass  of  funded  debt, 
does  not  venture  to  put  into  circulation  at  once  a 
tery  large  portion  of  new  stock.  It  is  there  let 
out  gradually,  and  as  th^  state  of  the  matket  wtir 
bear,  through  the  mediom  of  the  bank,  who  act 
as  the  agents  of  the  siHecessful  bidders  of  the  loan, 
«ad  su|iforiikea  ia  all  thair  opqationg  >  a  mti4e 


which^  from  the  manner  of  taking  toaas,  and  for 
other  reasons,* cannot  in  this  ^country  be  so  sac* 
cesjjfully  adopted. 

It-was  not  his  disposition  (Mr.  B»  said)  to  eve^ 
rate  the- strength  or  wisdom  of  our  adversary, 
much  less  to  undervalue  those  of  our' own  coon- 
try.  -  But  #e  are  about  to  enga^  io  a  solemo 
coaflict  with  Great  Britain,  and  u  may  be  welt 
for  us  to  estimate'  accurately  in  the  outset,  not 
only  her  military  and  her  naval*  strength,  hot 
what  i^  of  at  least  equal  iinportance  in  modera 
warfare,  her  pecuniarv  and  financial  streojy^h} 
for,  to  understand  troiy  the  ftill  extent  of  tke 
force  which  we  may  have  to  encounter,  afibrds 
the  only  probable  chance  we  hav^  for  overcoming 
it.  We  have  been  accustomed  to  coiisider  the 
situation  of  British  fiaaoces  to  be  such  that  her 
Gbverament  must  be  on  the  very  verge  of  bank* 
ruptcy.  Perhaps  it  was  eo.  With  respect  to  her 
general  paper  -system  he  did  not  pretend  to  be 
able  to  make  any  certain  calculattons.  But,  if 
we  have  not  the  wisdom  or  the  firmness  to  raise 
even  so  large^  a  -portion  of  our  current  expendi- 
tures by  adequate  revenue  as  is  now  asked  for  by 
theBxecutivemnd  by  the  committee,  he  wooM 
hazard  the  prediction  that  we  should  very  shbitly 
indeed  advance  much  more  rapidlr  in  the  road 
to  national  bankruptcy  than  Gkeat  Britain  has  as 
yet  done,  with  all  her  follies  and  all  her  prodi* 
gality.  Hotr  far,  then-,  does  she  rely  upon  t 
mere  system  of  ioane  and  public  credh  for  the 
supply  of  heir  annual  expend itnres?  In  the  year 
1808,  her  wh^le  annual  etpendiiore,  tncludiof 
the  sums  applied  to  the  redemption  of  her  dekt, 
Wfs  about  seventy- five  nailifons  sterlings -of  whidi 
she  raised  within  the  year  about  fifry«e(ght  miK 
lions  by  taxes,  and  about  seventeen  miiiions  by 
loans. 

The  interest  of  her  -pobUo  debt. was  aboot 
twenty  millions,  and  theamoutit  of  principal  eit- 
tinguished  during  the  ye^r  was  moi^  than  niae 
miUions,  being  more  than  half. of  the  witolt 
aniount  borrowed,  and  leaving  t  net  inercaMof 
debt  of  but  about  eight  millions,  or  leas  thaa  one- 
ninth  part  of  her  whole  expenditure*  la  IBll 
the  proportions  raiaed  by  taases  and  by.lbanswere 
jihout  the  same.  It  nifiy^leo  he  xemarked,  tbat 
on  every  new  loan  which  was  authorised  bf  tbat 
Govemnaent  of  late  years,  they  made  it  a^ria* 
cfpieto  provide  funds  from  accruing  revenue  mf- 
ficient  net  only  to  pay  the  linaual  interest  on  the 
loan,  but  also  to'^eiraburse  annually  one  per  eeat» 
oin  its  principal.  Prom  these  and  other  proTis- 
ioBs  which  had  been  adopted  into  her  finaneiil 
system,  the  €k)vemment  was  enabled  to  horror 
aabneyata  lower  rate  of  interest  than  theybtd 
done  twenty  years  since,  notwithstanding  the 
iuHnease  increase  of  their  dabt  within  thaipe* 
riod^  Gkeat  Britain  aa  well  knows  the*  extent 
and  strength  of  our  financial  means  as '  we  do 
ourselves,  and  let  us  not,  by  a  -feeble,  a  roinoa^ 
and  a  shortsighted  syatecA,  teach  her  to  despise us» 

Mttoh  has  been  .said  out  of  thie  House,  and 
considerahle  within  it,  though  not  in  debate,  ^oa 
the  facility  with  wjpio^  all  our  expeMes  mifht 
he  defrayed^  by^aoiae  sort  of  pn^r  syatemycafici 
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Excbequer  bills  and  Treasury  notes;  and  it 
seemed  to  posses^  the  miods  of  some  gentlemen 
that  (his  9pecies  of  Government  paper  might  be 
iavested  with  a  sort  of  magical  effect,  which 
would  at  once  acquire  unbounded  credit,  without 
danger  of  depreciation,  although  no  particular 
provision  should  be  made  for  paying  the  interest 
upon, it,  or  for  its  ultimate  redemption.  It  had 
indeed  been  casually  mentioned  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  tBat  such  papers  might  occa- 
sionally'be  issued  to  a  small  but  moderate  ex- 
tent; and  it  was  evident  that  he  did  not  calculate 
upon  it  as  anything  more  than  a  small  auxiliary 
aid  to  the  principal  revedue«  and  as  something 
perhaps  in  anticipation  of  it,  or  to  make  good 
uoexpected  deficiencies.  What  is  the  nature  of 
these  Exchequer  bills,  and  tq  what  extent  are 
the  Qovernment  able  to  rely  upon  them,  even  in 
Great  Britain,  from  which,  it  is  presumed,  ouv^ 
notions  of  them  are  taken?  If  gentlemen  will 
^ve  themselves  the  trouble  to  look  into  the  sub- 
leet,  they  will  End  that  they  are  nothing  more  or 
less  than  a  Government  security  bearing  interest 
from  the  time  they  issue,  cii'culated  through  the 
agency  of  the  bank,  usually  funded  like  other 
public  stocks  at  the  e/>dof  iheyear  or  other  short 
period,  and  the  interest  provided  for  and  paid, 
leaving  to  the  Government  but  little  advantage 
over  an  ordinary  ioan.  So  great  is  the  danger  of 
this' depreciation,  and  so  cautiously  are  they  re- 
sorted, to  there,  that  out  of  an  annual  expendi- 
[  lure  of  seventy  or  eighty  millions  they  rarely 
';  venture  to  issue  more  than  three  or  four  millions 
'  of  Exchequer  bills.  How  small  an  aid,  there- 
'  fore,  should  we  be  able  to  derive  from  them,  and 
'  at  the  same  time  preserve  our  and  their  credit. 
'  Of  all  the  other  disastrous  effects  that  miffht 
'  be  apprehendecf  from  the  worst  events  of  a  for- 
eign war^  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  mpst  deplore 
'  those  which. must  result  from  a  broken  public 
credit,  and  a  depreciated  paper  currency.  Its 
operation  upon  the  charaeteir  of  our  Govern- 
ment, both  4^  home  |ind  abroad,  would  be  such 
as  it  would  hardly  recover  from  tor  a  eeatnry  to 
come.  Upon  the  habits  and  morals  of  the  coun-/ 
try  it  would  be  mo^t  corrujpting  and  disastrous, 
producioff  a  state  of  general  distrust,  speculation, 
and  fraud,  the  ruin  of  the  honest  and  unsuspect- 
ing, and  the  enriching  of  the  avaricious  and  un- 
principled. The  state  of  public  securities  during 
sod  alter  the  Revolution  afforded  i^s  some  expe- 
rience on  this  bead  ;  and  could  we  again  consent 
to  see  our  public  paper  purchased  up  by  a  few 
sagacious  and  Wjoaltby.  capitalists  at  one-eighth 
of  its  nominal  value,  aud  eventually  redeemed, 
as  it  must  be,  at  par  1  He  saic^  must  be^  because 
if  this  paper  should  settle,  as  it  would  do,  mostfy 
in  those  sections  of  the  country  where  money 
capital  was  the  most  abundant,  and  the  Govern- 
ment, should,  after  a  peage,  refuse  to  perform  its 
engagement  to  the  holders,  it  must  poduce.a 
shock  upon  the  Government,  which  ail  the  arti- 
ficial bonds  of  our  national  Union  would  be  un- 
able to,  resist,  lie  trusted  that,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide against  an  occurrence  of  this  nature,  no 
means  within  our  power  would  for  a  moment  be  i 


omitted.  This  can  only  be  done  by  the  early  or- 
ganization of  a  revenue  commensurate  to  the 
preservation  of  our  credit  unimpaired. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  we  can  well  enough* 
carry  on  a  war  for  one  year  upoQ  our  credit  alone^ 
and  that  it  will  be  time  enough  after  that  to  pro- 
vide additional  revenues.  It  is  probably  forgot- 
ten that  this  is  the  very  basis  assumed  by  the 
conimittee.  and  on  which  we  must  proceed.  For 
the  expenses'^of  this  year  we  have  already  author- 
ized a  loan  of  eleven  millions,  and  upon  that  we 
must  rely.  If  w>e  provide  a  system  of  revenue 
this  year,  it  will  not  come  into  the  Treasury  un- 
til the  next ;  the  question  then  was,  not  whether 
we  should  carry  on  the  war  one  year  upon  loans ; 
but  w-hether  we  should  postpone  for  this  year  the 
providing  of  revenue  to  the  extent  propiosed  by 
the  comnaittee,  and  rely  for  two  years  upon  loans 
for  the  payment  of  all  our  extraordinary  expenses 
— a  greater  portion  of  the  ordinary  ones,  and  the 
interest  on  our  new  and  old  debt»  He  hoped  that 
such  degree  of  improvidence  would  not  be  list- 
ened to. 

It  had  sometimes  been  whispered  tbat  our  citi- 
zens might  be  found  unwilling  to  hear  of  taxes 
even  in  prospect  until  they  were  fairly  engaged 
in  the  war,  and  th^  then  they  would  submit  to 
them  with  cheerfulness.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  much 
doubted  whether  war  in  itself,  under  anv  circum- 
stances, was  attended  with  so  many  alleviating 
considerations  as  to  render  altogether  acceptable 
in  fact  that  which  it  was  supposed  could  not  be 
tolerated  by  our  citizens  even  in  prospect.  If  the 
people  will  not  bear  the  necessary  taxes,  it  cannot 
with  propriety  be  said  that  they  will  bear  the 
contemplated  war,  and  the  sooner  we  know  it  the 
better.  For  ffis  part,  he  could  not  reconcile  it 
with  his  ideas  of  an  honest  and  a  fair  policy  to 
hold  out  any  delusive  expectations  to  the  people. 
He  wished  them  to  look  upon  war  as  he  looked 
upon  it.  and  as  it  really  was,  a  rugged  apd  a  thor- 
ny roao,  and  not  a  primrose  path  of  mere  pastime 
and  revelry.  Let  us  not  content  ourselves  with 
hobbling  alons  upon  the  temporary  ^pedients  of 
the  day,  which  must  soon  fail  us,  and  with  tbeia 
the  people  thetnselves  will  desert  us..  Let  us  ra- 
ther do  our^  duty  to  ouraelves  and  to  the  people, 
leaving  it  to  them  to  do  what  they  shall  think 
theirs  to  us.    *     . 

If  theoj  (said  Mr.  B.,)  the  necessity  of  providing 
at  this  time  additional  revenue  is  apparent,  at 
least  to  the  extent  proposed  by  the  committee,  the 
Hremaioing  question  is,  as  to  the  sources  from  which 
it  can  n^ost  easily  and  conveniently  be  drawn. 
These,  in  this  couAry,  it  is  w6ll  known.  aVe  not 
numerous.  Our  internal  moneyed  capital  is  coga- 
paratively  small ;  and  those  branches  of  industry 
and  manufacture,  which  in  most  European  coun- 
tries are  the  sources  of  large  revenues,  are  few 
and  feeble.  It  has  been  the  general  endeavor  of 
U^e  committee  to  select  such  as  promised  to  be  the 
most  |)roducti^e  in  theo^selves,  and  as,  in  their 
judgment,  he  presumed,  would  bear  with  the  most 
equality  upon  the  different  sections  and  interests 
of  the  country.  Whiether  they  had  attained  this 
object,  was  a  question  for  the  House  to  decide. 
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He  would «av  for  himself,  that,  though  he  had  faHy 
assented  to  the  general  system  recommended  by 
the  committee,  he  could  not  pre  fess  to  be  eniirelif 
fiatisfied  with  all  the  details  and  proportions  of 
«ame  of  the  duties  proposed.  One  thing  at  leasts 
4)«  thought,  might  safely  be  affirmed  in  the  gene- 
>ral,  <hat  the  interror  or  agricultural  interest  hitd 
'DO  right  to  com^plain  wh^n  they  compared  their 
^l)urden5'wKh  those  proposed  to  be  Ijiid  upon  the 
cities  ftnd  the  seaboard  generallj^;  and  he  had  rar 
^her,  for  one,  that  some  of  thenri  bad  been  n  little 
differently  apportioned.  T^c  would  very  briefly 
notice  them  all  ra  this  point  of  view,  and  in  rela-. 
tion  to  their  local  and  sectiomil  bearing. 

The  first  was.  the  additional  duty  of  impost, 
^his  being  generally  a  tax'  upon  consumpdoR^ 
'Was  probably  more  equal  upon  the  whole,  in  rela- 
tion to  its  local  bearings,  than  any  other  mode  of 
raising  money  which  w'e  could  resort  to.  which, 
added  to  the  consideration  of  its  more  easy  col- 
lection, had  made  it  heretofore  almost  the  only 
one  on  ^hich  we  had  relied,  and  would  probably 
be  so  again  on  the  return  of  peace.  '  The  great 
qQestion,  in  relation  to  it,  was  the  extent  to  which 
it  eould  saTely  a,ntt  practically  be  carried ;  and  in 
this  point  of  view  he  would  nptice  it  hereafter. 

The  second  object  prbposed,  was  the  retention 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  tbe  amoOnt  of  draw- 
backs. This  he  considered  might  fairly  be  put 
down  as  a  deduction  from  mercantile  profit  on 
that  branch  of  our  export  trade,  wHich  consisted 
of  reexportations  of  foreign  articles,  and  operat- 
ing of  pourse  almost  exclusively  upon  the  com- 
mercial sections  of  the  country.  Ip  time  of  wsir, 
the  amount  of  tha(  trade  must  be  very  inconsider- 
able, and  the  product  of  the  duty  of  course  small. 

The  additional' tonnage  duty  inlffht  appear  at 
first  view  to  fall  also  eortirel^  on  the  mercantile 
part  of  the  community  ^  but  would  not  it  incor- 
porate itself,  in  ti  great  measure,  with  th^  freight, 
and  li)te  that  fail  eventually  ver^  much  upon  the 
consumer  of  the  artidjes  which  were  the  subjects 
of  freight  1    He  apprehended  it  might.     ' 

The  salt  tax,  it  was  evident,  fell  almost  exclu- 
sively upon  the  agricultural  part  of  the  country, 
and  principally  upoh  that  portion  of  them  living 
in  that  section  net  ween  the  seaboard  and  the 
Western  waters— 'ttie  former,  from. their  contigui- 
ty to  the  salt  water,  requiring  the  use  of  very  little 
saU,  and  the  latter  being  supplied  from  their  in- 
terior manufactures. 

The  duty  upon  stills  woqld  probably  fall  the 
roost  heavy,  compared  with  any  other  species  of 
taxj  upon  the  Middle  and  Western  ^tates,  who 
manufactured  the  greatest  ^jMntity  of  domestic 
spiritsj  It  would  be  remarked^at  it  was  extreme- 
ly light,  indeed,  and  calculated  to  rais^  but  half 
of  what  was  collected  froni  the  same  object  in 
the  year  1800. 

The  tax  upon  retailers,  including  taveni- 
keepers,  he  considered  as  likely  to  fa41  with  mueh 
the  greatest  weiffht  upon  the  cities  In  the  first 
place,  and  geneVally  upon  the  northern  and  mid- 
dle portions  of  the  Union  ;  though  some  gentlemen 
professed  to  view  it  otherwise,  it  was,  in  his 
view,  compared  with  others,  a  very  heavy  <)ne. 


The  duties  upon  sales  at  auction,  so  ftr  as  it 
applied  to  j^oods  and  merchandise,  could  be  cob- 
sidered  in  its  operation  as  but  an  additional  im- 
post on  foreign  goods,  falling  pretty  much  OfiDn 
the  consumer.  As  it  applied  to  the  sale  of  ship 
and  ve5.sels,  it  would  fall  the  most  heavily  on  the 
mercantile  sections  of  the  country. 

The  duties  on  sugars  refined,  must  from  their 
pature  fall  upon  the  consumers  in  every- part  of 
the  Unionj  and  was  perhaps  as  equal  in  its  open- 
tion  as  any  other. existing  dety. 

The  dutv  upon  Carriages  must  fall  much  the 
most  heavily  qu  the  Atlantic  States,  both  North- 
ern. Middle,  and  Southern,  at  least  as  far  as  Vir- 
ginia ;  but  would  be  felt  in  a  re ry  Inconsiderable 
degree  by  the  Western  States — he  couifidered  it 
comparatively  as^  pretty  heavy  one. 

The  stamp  duties  would  In  their  operation  be 
found  to  apply  almost* exclusively  to  banking  and 
mercantile  operations  in  the  first  instance ;  bat, 
so  far  as  they  might  l^ave  a  tendency  to  raise  the 
interest  of  money,  would  probably  indirectly  fall 
more  or  less  upon  almost  every  portion  of  the 
country* 

Tl^e  direct  tax.  upon  whatever  principles  ii 
might  be  laid  and  assessed,  would,  it  was  very 
certain,  be  found  to  fall  tnuch\the  most  heavilj 
upon  the  agricultural,  interior,  and  newly  setded 
poftions^ofthe  tJoion — the ag^egate wealth aad 
the'active  disposable  capital  which  could  be  spared 
for  the  purpose  of  contributing  to  tbe  payment  of 
any  species  of  tax)  being  so  much  less  than  in  the 
commercial  and  old  fettled  States,  a  tax  which 
was  apportioned  merely  by  numbers  of  inbalHt- 
ants  would  undoubtedly  be  found  much  more  dif- 
ficult to  pay.  The  alleviating  constderatioas 
which  had  been  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  regard  to  its  acti^al  operation  opoa 
the  Western  States,  hrowever,  furnished  a  very 
great  drawback  upon  their  real  weight;  and  those 
States  bad,  he  apprehended  upon  the  whole,  tbe 
least  right  of  all  others  to  coAi plain  of  the  com- 
bined operation  of  the  whole  systedk 
'  Mr.  6.  said,  he  had  thus  given  briefly,  impcr- 
^fectly.  and,  perhapis,  very  incorrectly,  such  views 
as  he  had  been  able  to  form  in  relation  to  the^a- 
eral  bearings  of  the  sjstera  under  constderatioo. 
He  was  sensible  of  his  great  incompetence  to  do 
justice  to  so  extensive  and  complicated  a  sabject. 
Kts  impressions  were,  given  with  real  diffidence 
and  he  should  be  happy  to  see  his  errors  corrected 
by  gentlemien  of  more  es^periende  ami  sai^acity. 
He  trusted  that  {gentlemen  who  concurred  in  the 
necessity  of  raising  at  this  time,  in  some  way  or 
other,  the  amount-of  revenue  which  had  becnpnh 
posed  by  |he  comlaittee,  would  not  be  goveraed  in 
their  voles  by  mere  local  considerations,  growiaf 
out  of  the  unequal  operation  of  anyoae  species  of 
tax  upon' their  particular  constituents;  hat^hat 
they  would  rathe^r  looi^b  the  combined  operatioa 
of  the  whole  system,  and  with  those  ealaiged 
views,  by  the  aid  of  which  alone  we  could  ex- 
pect to  come  to  a  successful  and  practicable  re- 
sult; and  that  if,  after  all,  any  member  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  withhold  hi?  assent  from  any 
one  or  more  of  the  proposed  ohjecta  of  taxatioo, 
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th«t  he  would  at  ihe  same  time  endearor  to  point 
out  some  source  equally  produetive  and  more  just 
in  its  operation  toi^hieh  it  might  be  thought  ex 
pedient  to  resort, 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  would  'now  add  but  a  fe#  ob- 
serTdtions  in  relation  to  the  first  resplution  more 
immediately  under  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  would  (hen  submit  the  whole  subject 
to  the  good  sense  of^  the  House,  reserving  only 
such  explanations  as  might  be  called  for  on  the 
other  propositions  submitted  in  the  report. 

As  to  the  amount  to  which  it  might  be  found 
practicable  or  expedient  to  carry  the  present  du- 
ties of  impost,  he  had  not  that  practical  Knowledge 
which  enabled  him  to  determine  with  any  great 
degree  of  certainty,  though  he  was  persuaded  that 
they  might  safely  be  carried  much  higher  than 
they  were  at  present,  if  the  exigencies  of  the  coun-^ 
try  required  it.  He  found  that  on  every  former 
increase  which  had  taken  place,  it  had  b^en  said 
by  many  gentlemen  that  they  were  already  as 
high  as  they  would  bear,  without  incurring  the 
danger  of  smuggling,  and  the  consequent  diminu- 
tioof  of  the  reveotie  expected  from  them ;  such, 
however,  had  in  no  instance,  he  believed,  been 
;he  result.  He  then  adverted  to  the  various  pe- 
riods when  such  increase  of  duties  bad  taken 
place,  and  stated,  that  from  official  documents  it 
appeared  not  obly  that  the  actual  revenue  had  in- 
creased proportionably,  but  thaithe  articles  them- 
selves upon  Mrhich  such  increased  duties  had  been 
laid,  had  also  experienced  a  regular  and  progr^- 
sive  increase  of  importation.  What  was  the  high- 
est point  to  which  the  duty  couM  no#  be  carried, 
it  was  impossible  to  say ;  practical  men  of  great 
weight  and  respeetabnity  differed  widely  upon 
this  question,  and  it  eould  probably  beeonelusive- 
ly  settled  only  by  experfment.  The  high  author- 
ity of  the  Secretary. of  the  Treasury  wasdecided^ 
ly  in  favor  of  the  amount  recomttoended  by  the 
committed.  He  should  bo  happy,  he  said,  to  hear 
the  opinions  of  experienced  members  on  all  sides 
of  the  House  on  this  point,  having  very  little  con- 
fidence in  his  own  opinions ;  but  he  would  move, 
under  his  present  impressions,  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wliole  should  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  adoption  of  the 
first  resolution. 

When  Mr.  Bacon  had  concluded,  the  Commit^ 
tee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


WEONEauAY,  Febutary  26. 

Mr.  Dawbon,  from  the  oommittee  appointed  oo 
the  petition  of  the  Ursulio^  Nuns,  of  the  eity  of 
New  Orleans,  presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  exchange  lands  with  the  Ur- 
soline  Nam  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans )  which 
wfts  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next.  ^ 

The  following  resotution.  In  the  form  of  a  Joint 
resolution  of  the  two  Housed,  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  Sbtevrt  t 

Reaoivtd  hy  the  Senate  and  HouBe  of  Represeniaiives 
of  ihe  Unitea  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assem* 
Medy  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  sndthe  dpeakef 


of  the  House  of  RspresentatSrea.  for  ths  time  being, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  vuthonsed  to  grant  the  use  of 
the  hooKs  in  the  Lthriiy  of  Congress. to  the  indgea  of 
the  Sapreme  Court  of  the  United  Ststes,  at  the  times, 
and  on  the  same  terms,  cenditionsy  sad  restrictions,  ss 
memberaof  Cmtgressare  allowed  te  nse  said  hsofcs. 

Thfi  resolution  was  reAd  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  tp-morrow. 

WAR  TAXES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Wholeon  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  proposing  a  plan  to  raise  the 
revenue  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  present 
and  two  succeeding  years ;"  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Cominittee  rose,  and  reported 
their  agreetnent  to  the  resolutions  therein  con- 
tained, amended  to  read  as  follows': 

1.  Hesohedy  That  an  addition  of  one  hundred  per 
ccntnm  be  mads  to  the  several  rates  of  pennaiienl  da- 
ties  now  imposed,  by  law,  oh  all  gooiJs,  wares,  and 
merohandise,  imported  into  the  United  States* 

9.  Mesoived,  That  twenty-five  per  oentum  be  retain* 
ed  on  all  drawbacks  allowed  by  law,  on  the  exportation 
of  goods,  w^res,  and  merchandise,  exported  from  ths 
United  Sutes. 

3.  Resolved,  That  additional  tonnage  duties  be  laid 
at  the  following  ratss,  vis :     ^ 

1.  On  all  vessels  licensed  for  the  coasting  trade  or 
fisheries, -twenty  cents  a  Ion  per  year. 

2.  On  all  other  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  twenty-five  cents  per  ton  on  the  entry  of 
tlM  vessel. 

3.  On  all  foreign  vessels,  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  ton  on  the  entry  of  the  vessel. 

4.  RMsek)tdy  That  a  dnij  of  twenty  oento  per  bushel 
be'laid  upon,  all  salt  inpoited  into  the  United  States. 

6.  Misohfsdy  That  dniios  he  laid  on  licenses  lo  distil 
spirits  at  the  fallowing  ratei^  vis ; 

U  On  stills  emplflfedin  iUstilling  spirits  fipom  for- 
eign msterisls,  at  the  rate  of  sevemty-five  cents  per 
galk>n,  on  the  capacity  of  sueh  stills. 

3.  On  stiBs  solely  employed  in  distilling  spirits  from 
domestic,  matenals,  at  any  distiUeiy  at  which  there  are 
one  nr  more  s$iUs  of  more  capacity,  tagether,  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  gallons,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  per 
gallon,  on  the  capacity  of  such  stills. 

3.  On  other  stills,  solely  employed  in  distilling  wir- 
its  from  fruity  at  the  Ate  of  five  dollars  on  each  stin  a 
year. 

4.  On  ether  stills,  solely  employed  in  distflling  spir- 
its from  any  domestic  materials,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen 
dollars  on  each  still  a  year.       >   < 

6.  Misohedy  That  duties  be  laid  en  Ucenses  to  re- 
tailers, of  wines,  simits,  and  foreign  merchandise,  in- 
cluding tayem-keepers,  at  the  following  rates,  namely : 

If  in  dtios,  towns,  or  villages,  containing  more  than 
one  hundred  fomilisf , 

1.  On  ret  Alters  of  foreign  merdumdise,  induding 
wines  and  spirits,  twenty^ve  dollars. 

2»  Ditto,  of  wines  alone,  twenty  doUara. 

3.  Ditto,  p(  spirits  alone«  twenty  dollars. 

4.  Ditto,  of  domestic  spirits  ^lone,  fifteen  dollars. 

5.  Ditto,  of  foreign  merchandise,^  other  than  wines 
and  spirits,  fifteen  dollars. . 

If  any  other  place  than  cities, lowns,  or  villages,  con- 
taining more  than  one  hundred  families, 

1.  On  retailers  of  foreign  merchandise,  including 
wines  snd  spirits,  fifteen  dollars. 
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%  Ditto,  mi  wiaea  tad  cpmto,  ttk0en.Ml0«. 

3.  Diito,  M  demeslic  spuiU  aloiM,  Vtm  d^lUtt. 

Air  Ditto,  df  IbraigB  mmhi^idist,  other  thm>  wiimb 
•nanirita,  fifteen  ^olUn. 

7.  Reaohid,  TliM  duliee  be  kid  on  s»Ue  st  ftaeHon 
of  feieign  mefohaiidke,  far  erery  hiuidred  -  doU«»  of 
the  pard^Mo  monej,  two  dollars  i  and  on  Mies  at  auc* 
tion  x>f  ihipji  or  veMels*  "fiwr  every  hundred  dollar*  of 
the  purchase  money,  twenty-five  cents.' 

8.  Re»ohedy  That  a  duty  of  foAr  cento  jpet  pound 
be  laid  on  «tt  eugalra  refined  in  the  United  Statetj  al- 
lowing a  drawback  on  the  exjportation  of  the  same^ 

9.  Ruoked,  That  duties  be  laid  on  carria-ges,  used 
far  the  conveyance  of  persons^  at  the  following  rates, 
Tjz :  • .     .    .  . 

1.  On  every  coach,  ^ariot,  and  jiost  chaise,  twenty- 
five  dollars. 

%  On  every  phcton,  and  on  every  coachee  having 
pannel  work  in  the  upper  division  thereof,  fifteen  do!- 

aC  On  every  other  fatir-wheel  cafHage  hanging  on 
steet  springs,  ten  dollars. 

4.  On  every  foir-v^heel' carriage  hanging  on  iron 
or  wooden  iprings,  «nd  on  every  two-wheel  carriage, 
with  a  top,  or  hanging  on  steel  or  ifon  springs^  five 
dollars.  . 

'  ^  On  every  other  faur  or  two-wheel  carriage,  three 
dftUaiB.  .... 

10.  Rfiiohedt  That  stamp  doties  be  laid  on  the  fol- 
lowing instrmnento^of  writinj;,  viz : 

1.  On  all  notes  pajrable  to  bearer  or  order;  issued  by 
any  bank  or  bankers,  at  rates  on  an  average  of  one 
dollar  for  ereAry  hundred  dotlara^  with  an  option  to  pay 
in  lieu  thereof  two-and->-half  per  cehtum  on  their  divi- 
dends. \. 
«.  On  all  noies-of.hand  abo^  *fty  dolhn«  ^»y»ble 
to  bearer' or  order,  having  one  or  more  endorsers ;  and 
f  on  aH  bills  of  exchange,  above  fifty  doHars,  having  one 
or  more  endorseis,  at  rates  on  an  av^jrage  of  five  eento 
for  every  hqndred  dollars.' 

11.  K^mAvedi  That  three  miNions  ordkHare  beraised 
by  a  direct  t^x,  to  be  appoitioned  among  the  several 
Sutes,  agreeably  to  the  rnle  prescribed  by  the  Oonsti- 
tntiocf.  '       '  '         * 

12.  Ruohedy  That  ea«^  Stato  be  antb««iied  to  pay 
the  amount  of  it<  quota  to  the  United  StnCes,  with  a 
dednetion  of  fifteen  per  cent,  if  paid  before  the  assess- 
ment is  commenced,  and  of  s^ven-and-a-half  per  cent, 
if  naid  before  the  tax  becomes  due. 

Id.  Buohedy  That  all  the  duties  above  ennmerated; 
and  the  tax  aforesaid,  shall  be  laid  and  become  pays' 
ble  only  After  the  United  States  shall  have  become  en- 
gaged in  a  war  with  a  foreign  Euro]^an  nation. 

14.  lUaohtdi  That  the  said  dut^and  lax  shi^l  oon- 
tinue  until  one  year  after  the  coneluaipn  of  peace  with 
such  foreign  nation^  and  no  longer. 

Add  then  the  House  adjourned. 


TaoitasAT,  February  27.  i 
The  resolution  graAribg  tc  the  Judges  of  the 
Sapretne  Court  the  privilege  of  using  the  bobks 
of  the  Congress  Library,  was  rekd  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have-  passed  the  bill  from  this 
House  "  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, under  the  direction  of  the  President  pf  the 
United  StaUs,  to  purchase  of  W^i^^ow  Lewis  his 


patent  right  to  th^  new  and  tmpiored  method  of 
lightiqg  ligbt-houses,  and  for  other  purposn,'' 
with  ameodweBts.  They  have  also  passed  a  biM 
for  the  establisbiqent  of  of  a  General  Land  Ofiiee 
in  the  Department  of  the  Treasury ;  in  which 
amendmeHts^and  bill  they  de$ire  the  conenrrefice 
of  this  House.     ,  - 

WAR  TAXES. 

Th^  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the'  Whofe  on  the  war  taxes  ;  when  a  con- 
currence in  the  first  resolution,  increasing  the  im- 
post (Itities  one  hundred  per  cent,  being  under 
consideration ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  ctUei 
upon  the  resolution^  rhe  Sp^JAKBr  directed  the 
Clerk  to  proceed  wiib  the  call.  Just  after  Mr. 
Alston  had  answered  to  his  name.  Mr- Widcert 
addressed  the  Speaker.  *The  Smsaker  decided 
that  the  call  bad  commenced^and  the  genilemta 
could  not,  therefore.. accord injf  to  the  rules  of  ilie 
House,  be  heard,  except  the  House  should  dcter- 
mioe  otherwise.  The  call  was  insisted  upon, tod 
the  resolution  was  concurred  in,  71  to  40,  a*  fol- 
lows: 

YiAS— WiUis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderwn,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacoh,  William  W.  Bibb, 
Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  ^urwei, 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Cflhoun,  Lengdon  CheTw, 
Matthew  t)tay,  James  Cochran,  William  Cttwlbri 
Roger  Datis,  Jphn  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Stttoei 
Dinemoor,  Elias  Baile,  Meshack  Franklin,  TImmmb 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Fdtt 
Omndy,  BoHing  Hall,  Obed  HaH,  John, A.  Htijer, 
•Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hofty,  Richard  M.  John*>n,  Jo- 
seph Kent,  William  R.  King,  WilUam  Lowndes,  Asjs 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macov,  William  McCoy,  Sanari  Bw* 
Kee,  Alexander  McKim,  Amnah  Metcal^  ^^'^^ 
MitehUlrJaaaea  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, BagkNd- 
son,.  Anthpny  NeW,  Thomas  Newboid,  TTidmst  New- 
ton, Israel  Piekans,  WiUiam  P^,  James  PIssetate, 
junior,  Beiyamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Portwr,  Willijn  M. 
Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Bhea,  Jahn  Bern 
Jonathan  Roberta,  William.  Rodman,  Ebeneier  8^«» 
Thomas  Qammons,  Bbenezer  Seaver,  John  *"«' 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  SmiUe,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong,  George  BtTioup, 
Robert  Whilehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wngtt. 

NAts— John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  HtjiMtt» 
Bleecker,  Jas.  Breckcnridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Bpepn- 
roditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Jol*"^*^"* 
port,  jup.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jamee  Fi*>/f* 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  GoM,  Charlee  GoWsborough,  Bdwm 
Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key.Joee^ 
LeWisr  junior,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Georges- 
Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  James  Milnor,  Jontthtf 
O.  Mosel^,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkia,^iuo'» 
Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Randelph,  WiUiam  Be^»  f  ^ 
M.Bidgely,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Rtehanl  Staniwd,  tw 
B.  StugM,  Samuel  Taggait,  ^Be^jamin  TiW»W 
Uri  Tracy,  Chailes  Turner,  junior,  Lewis  wjf^ 
Leonard  White,  WiUiaa  Widgeiy,  and  ThMH* 
WilsQnc 


A  eOocurTeoce  in  the  second  resolutipa,  w  re- 
iation  to  drawbacks  wa»  the  next  qoesiio^-     ^ 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  if  the  House  oaMUted  opoo 
this  provision  as  an  i^ticle  of  reveaue,  ^®y.^% 
certaiply  be  disappointed ;  for  he,belieyed,  in$i»fl 
of  beoeniiog  the  rerenue,  it  wx)^ld  iojiV«<<* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1199 


filSTQBT  Of  CmQfKB9B. 


1110 


FwRUABTt  1BX%. 


War  Taam. 


H.  Of  R» 


Mf.  Fj8k  moved  to  postone  Uie  further  eonsido 
eratioo  of  all  the  resolutiqns  before  the,  House 
until  the  first  Mooday  in  April  aeij^  Mr^F.  as- 
sigoed^ait  his  reasons  fgr  this  motign,  that  as  all 
were  agreed  these  taxes  were  war  taxes,  he  thought 
it  time  eoough  to  agree.upou  them  wheo  war. be- 
came certain ;  that  there  was  no  doubt  the  re- 
soorces  of  tl^  country  were  amply  suflBcient 
whenever  Congress  determined  to  call  them  forth, 
bni  be  saw  no  neeesaity  M  alarming  the  people 
with  odious  tazea  beA>refaand.  Another  reason 
for  the  postponement/ he  said  he  disliked  the  sys- 
teuB,  and  if  a  Iitt4«  time  was  given,  a  more  ac- 
ceptable one  to  the  people  might  be  formed. 
Whenever  war  became  unavoidable,  he  woufd  be 
as  ready  as  any  other  member  to  vote  the  neces- 
sary taxes;  but  he  wished  not  to  vote  for  them 
in  advance.  It  was  on  this  ground  he  had  voted 
against  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Porter  seconded  the  m^otion  for  postpone- 
ment. Whenever  the  question  of  war  came  be- 
fore the  House,  he  would  be  gs  ready  to  vote  for 
it  as  any  member,  and  for  taxes  to  support  it ; 
and  now,  if  gentlemen  would  say  they  were  ready 
to  lay  the  taxes,  wi^out  reserve,  he  would  vote 
for  them,  but  he  wished  not  to  lay  them  by  anti- 
cipation. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  McKim, 
SitruE,  Troup,.Rhea,  Johnson,  Boyo,  FindlbY; 
Calhoun,  and  Cheves,  on  the  grbund  of  its  im- 
propriety and  impolicy.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  having  recommended  to  Consress  a 
svstem  of  taxation,  which  has  been  publisbed  to 
tne  world,  and  this  House  having,  in  committee, 
agreed,  by  large  maiorities,  ta  t£e  several  taxes 
proposed  bv  that  committee,  to  be  laid  whenever 
a  war  shall  take  plac^  and  not.befora,  and  if  lio 
war  takes  place,  of  p^urse  the  whole  will  be  a 
dead  letter,  ^t  would  appear  stranga  if  they  were 
now  to  adopt  a  mption  like  the  present.  The 
people  would  be  at  a  loss  Co  account  for  sttch  a 
coarse.  They  would  begin  to  fear  Congress  were 
not  seriou3  in  theic  deciaratioas  of  a  determina- 
tion to  support  the  rights  of  the  couniry.  The 
people  must  know  that  war  xannot  be  carried  on 
without  taxes— that  the  one  oannot  be  had  with- 
out the  other,  and  it  will  certainly  be  nraeh  bet- 
ter to  fix  upon  a  system  before  we  get  involved 
in  war,  than  have  to  do  it  afterwards.  At  all 
eventis,  as  the  system  has  been  reported  and  afCted 
upon,  It  ought  not  now  to  be  laid  aside.  Suoh  a 
course  mignt  throi^r  obstacles  in  the  way  of  ob- 
taining the  loan  which  had  been  authotrzed.  It 
was  believed  the  people  are  prepared  and  ready 
for  war,  and  willing  to  pay  the  necessary  tajces 
incident  to  such  ajstate;  that  they  feared  more 
the  want  of  sufficieat  energy  in  Congress . than 
the  levying  of  necessary  taxes  in  support  of  (he 
war;  tnat  if  Congress  did  their  4uty,  they  would 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  people— they  are 
ready  to  make  a  stand :  that  it^  was  time  to  aban- 
don ail  temporizing  policy ;  our  national  charac* 
ter  was  at  stake  in  the  coarse  which  po/igrest 
was  about  to^akej  it  was  hoped  therefore  that 
no  motion  like  the  one  now  proposed  woald  be 
cotuuenaaced,  but  that  the  Uaoae  would  pieoeed 


in  perf#ctii|g.the  srsltin'of  taxition  repotted  by 
the.  committee,  ana  recommit  the  report  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  aad  Means  as  the  founda* 
tion  of  a  bilL  When  that  bik  shall  be  reported, 
it  would  he  open  (or  discassioa  j  and  if  any  im-* 
prevemenrt  could  be  made  in  the  system,  members 
woola  be  at  liberty  to  propoee  theiramendmenfs. 

After  sqtne  observations  from  Mr.  Widobuy, 
in  favpr  of  a  shorter  postponement,  in  which  he 
expressed  bis  dislike  to^some  parts  of  the  system 
proposed,  Mr.  Fisk  modified  nis  motion  so  as  to 
make  the  postponement  tilh  Monday  week. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  motives  of  deiibacy,  as  gen- 
tlemen had  declared  they^  Wished  to  have  further 
time  to  consider  the  subject^  would  be  obliged  to 
vote  in,  favor  of  the  motion.      -        .  . 

/  The  question  was  taken  on. the  postponement, 
and  negatived.  93  to  31.  as  follows: 

Yi^kfl — Willis  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Steven- 
son Archer,  ^zekiel  Bacen,;John  Baker,  Abyah  Bige- 
low,  James  Breckenriilge,  Epaphroditus  Champion^  Jas. 
Cochran,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  £iias  Eerie,  Jaaiea  Fisk, 
Obed  Hati,  John  A.  Harper,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  George  C.  MaxweU,  Israel  Pickens,  Benja- 
min 'Pond,  Peter  3«  Porter,  John  Randolph,  William 
M.  Richardson,  Thomas  Sammonf,  Samuel  Shaw,  Silas 
Stow,  William  Strong,  Uri  "tracy,  Charles  Tumar,  jiu, 
Pierre  Van  Cortla^d^  jr.,  WilUam  Widgery,  aad  Thai. 
Wilson.  . 

NxTS^David  Bard,  Bunr^U  Bassets  William  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  HarmsBUsBleeakflr,  Adam 
Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robsit  Bn»wn>  William  A. 
Burweir,  William  Batlcc,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdea 
Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden*  Matthew  Clay,  WiiKam 
Crawford,  John  Dayeapprt,  jr*,  Rogsf  .Davis^  John 
Dawson,  Jqseph  Desha,  XS^UIiam  Ely,  James  Eamtc* 
Waiiam  Findlsy«  Asa  Fitch,  Msshack  Franklin^  Thos. 
Ghoison,  Thomas  R.  Gokl,  Charles  Goldsboiough,  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Fdiz 
Grundy,  Boiling  HaU,  AyleU  Hawf«».^acob  Hufty, 
Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joasph  Kent, 
William  R,  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lefever,  Peter  Littid,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  WiU 
Ham  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macoa,  Thomas 
Moore,  Archibald  McB^de,  WilUam  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McRim,  Artinah  Metcalf,  James 
Mihior,  S^mnel  L.  Mitchill*  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Ha^  Nelson,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Nswbold,  Thomas  Newtpn,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potterj  Jostah 
Qnincy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Qtamnel 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  RoUlrts, 
Wilham  Rodman,  Ebei^eaer  Sage,  Ebeneier  Seaver, 
John '  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smili^  George 
Smi^,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stnart, 
Lewis  B.  Si  urges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  George  M.  Troop,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

The  question  returned  on  concurrins;  in  the 
second  resolution  in  relation  to  drawbacks. 

Mr.  Stow  said  he  should  vote  in  the  negative, 
because  he  conceived  it  would  not  be  consistent 
with  good  faith, to  pass  a  regulation  of  this  kind 
Which  would  apply  to  goods  already  imported. 

The  resolution  waa  agreed  to,  78  to  47,  as  foi* 
io,ws; 
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Ybas— -iWifiis  Alston,  jr.,  WiHkm  Ax(^etiiin,  8teV- 
«nsoii  Atcker,  Exekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
BMttt,  William  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Adam 
Bojd,  Robert  Browa,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler^  John  C.  Galboun,  Langdon-CheTee,  Mattliew 
Clay,  James  Ooehran,  Len^is.Coiidit,  WilliaibCraw* 
£ord,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha^  BUas 
Earle,  WilUam  Findley,  Meshaek  Tranklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn»  IsataL  L.  Oreen^  Felix 
Grundy,  Bi^Uing  Hall',  Obed.  Hall,  John  A.  Harpe?, 
Aylett  Hawes,  JacQb  Hufiy,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joa. 
Keiit,  William  R:  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever, 
Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  George  C  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jtim/ss 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas ^  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Onnsby,  Israel  Fickiens,  William-  Piper,  James  Plei^ 
ants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rh^»  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
AViltiam  Rodman,  Ebeneter  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Bbenezer  Seaver,  John'  Sevier,  Adam  -Seybert,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
William  Strong,  George  M.  ^Tronp,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Richard  Winn,  and. Robert  Wi^ht. 

Nats — J6hn  Baker,  Abijsfa  Bigelow,  Haronnos 
Bleepker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
phroditus  Chiampion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven: 
port,  jr.,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,*Wil^am  Ely^  James  Emott, 
James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Ooldsboropgh,  Edwin 'Chray,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Philip  B?  Key,  Lyman  Law^  Joseph  Lewib,  jr.,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander 
McKim,  James  Milnor,  Samael  L.  MitchUl,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha 
R.  )Poiter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph^  William 
Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
SasMiel  Shaw,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
Btuvgesi  Samuel  Taggart,  'Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri 
Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Corttandt,  jr., 
Lahan  Wheaton,  Leonard  Whke,  WiHiam  Widgery, 
and  ThomM  Wilson. 

Th'e  question  was  next  taken  on  the  third  res- 
ol^ution,  laying  additional  tonaage  duties,  and  car- 
ried, 82  to  40,  as  follows : 

YBAs-rWiilis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bar4>  Burwell 
Bassett*  WillUm  W«  Bibb,  William  Blaekledge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William.  A«  Burwell,  William 
fiuUer,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Cdndit,  William  Craw- 
ford, ^ger  Davis,  Johil  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Sam- 
uel Dmsmoor,  Eliaa  Earle,  William  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Meshaek  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Isaiah  £.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A(  Harper,  AyleU  Hawes,  Rich- 
ard M«  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
.  L||COck,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Natlmniel  Macon,  George  C«  Maxwell, 
Thomas  M,oore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Al* 
exander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcal^  James  Morgan,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Hu^h  Nelson,*  Anthony  New,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  NeWton,  Stephen  Ormsby^  Israel 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants',  jr.,  Benjaf 
min  Pon4)  Peter  B.-  Porter,  William  M.  Richardson, 
Samuel  Ringgold,,  John  Rhea,  Xohn  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  WilUam  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezep 
leaver,  John  Seviei',  Adam  Seybert,  Joha  Smilie,  Geo. 
dmith,  John  Smith,  SiUs  Stow,  George  Sullivan,  Geotge 


M.  Troup,  ChaHes  Turner,  jr.,llobert  Whltehili;  Wm. 
Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright— «1 

Nats— -John  Baker,  AbijahiBigelow,  Haimanoi 
Bleedcer,  James  Breckenridge,  EUjah  Brigham,  Epi- 
phrodhus  Chaihpion,  Martin  CUtteilden,  John  Dtves* 
port,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  IW 
R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,-  Ricfaud 
JaeksoB,.  jr.,  Philip  B.*  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joeepb 
Lew;is,  jr.,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jamef  Mibor,  Ssnoel 
L.  MitchUl,  Jonathan  O.-^  Moeeky,  Joseph  Psvmo. 
Timothy  I^tkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  QoiBq, 
John  Randolph,  Williara  Reed,  Henry  M.  Sidg4 
Thomas  Sammons,  Richard  Stanfocd,  Philip  Stsart 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,'  Benjamin  Tall* 
madge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Coidandt,  jr.,  Laba 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wil«n.-4(l. 

The  fourth  resolution  came  next,  under  coo- 
sideration,  laying  a  duty  on  salt, 
'  Mr.M.  Clay  hoped  the  House  would  not  con- 
cur with  the  committee  in  the  adoption  of  this 
resolution,  as  its  operation  would  be  very  uneqaal; 
for  nearly  the  whole  duty  would  l)e  paid  bjr  ibe 
middle  country,  by  about  one^third  of  the  people 
.of  the  United  States,  as  the  people  on  the  sea- 
board had  no  occasion  to  use  this  article  for  their 
cattle,  and  the  in  habitants  of  the  Westeracoaa- 
try,  he  understood,  got  their  salt  for  ten  cents  a 
bushel. 

Mr.  Stanfobd  joined  Mr.  Clat  in  his  oppon* 
tion  to  this  resolution. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Sevbsbt  lod 
Mr.  Newton  in  favor  of  the  tax,  the  House  ad- 
journed, without^taking  the  question. 

Funa.Y,  Februftry  28. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tfea^ary,  traosriuttiog 
a  statement  of-  the  prross  and  ^net  -amount  of  tbe 
cdstomi  of  the  United  States,  in  obedience  tot 
resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  eleventh  nlthno 
whieh  were  reid,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The'  bill  from  the  Senate  **fbr  the  esttbli*h- 
rnemt  of  a  General  Land  Office  in  the  Department 
of  the  Treasury**  wai  read  twice  and  refcfted  to 
the  Comrnittee  oa  the  Public  Litnds. 

The  House  proceeded  co  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  **  to  auiborfee  the 
Secretory  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  purchtse  of 
Winslow  Lewis  his  patent  right  totnenewaad 
improved  method  of  lighiingrlight-hous^andtor 
other  purposes;"  and  the  amendments  itrere  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  BAesBTTyObserverf.thata  new  edition  of  the 
Manual  of  Parliamentory  Practice  Wm  nbont  to 
be  published  in  this  city;  and  as  he  believed  no 
book  ctMiM  be  pUced  in  the  Library  that  woald  be 
more  useful  to  members  of  Coogfess,  he  h»d  pre- 
pared a  resolution  proposing  to  authorize  the  Glefk 
16  PObiicribe  for  as  many  copies  as  might  appear 
sufficient  for  theuse  of  the  number  of  new  mcn»* 
hers  which'  mtghtat  any  time  be  in  the  Honw 
It  wair  in  the  following  words: 

«-Re»c*erf,  That  the  deik  of  tiis  ftAueebesiHbtf 
iaed  to  enheeribe  with  Joseph  MiffigMi  and  WBbB 
Co^er  Ibr  •^-'-^  cefpiee  of  a  new  edHMin  ef  lefti^* 
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Maaoftl,  nroTMled  they  annex  thereto  the  standing 
rules  and  orders  of  this  House,  to  be  paid  for  out  of 
the  contingent  fund,  and  the  books  placed  in  the  Li- 
brazy,  for  the  use  of  Congress, 

The  hlfiok  wa^  filled  with  fifty,  aod  the  reso- 
lution agreed  to. 

WAR  TAXES. 

The  House  than  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Comrnittee  of  f he  Whole  on 
the  subject  of  taxes;  when  the  4th  resolution, 
proposing  a  tai;  on  salt,  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Stanford  rose  again  1o  oppose  this  tax,  oi^ 
the  ground  of  its  being  unjust  and  unequal,  opera- 
ting principally  upon  a  pariicular  portion  of  the 
Union.  The  inhabitants  on  the  seaboard  had  Qot 
thesame  necessity  of  usiqg  it  fbr  t|ieir  cattle,  aod  oki 
sonae  parts  of  the  coa^t  ma nu factories  bf  salt  are 
esublished  i  ao4  the  people  to  the  westward  had 
also  salt  manufactories.  The  State  of  Ohio  had 
been  particularly  favored  by. Congress, in  this,  re-' 
spect,  hafiog  had  tl^  saltrlicks  gireu  to  them  at 
toe  time  that  Slate  was  formed, 

Mr.  Smiue  said,  the  sali-Hcks  bad  jsot  ^n 
g^Tea  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  without  a  considera- 
tion. They  were,  in  return,  to  suffer  all  lands 
belonging  to  the  United  States  x6  be  exempt  from 
uxatiun. 

Mr.  Blacklebge  was  in  favor  of.  the  tax,  as  it 
would  serve  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  salt 
in  our  own  country,  which^  in  case  of  war,  would 
be  very  desirable.  He  did  irot  believe  that  the 
people  on  the  seacoast,  or  in  the  Western  country. 
got  their  salt  any  cheaper  than  the  inhabitants  of 
the  midland  country,  except  such  as  lived  near  a 
manufactory. 

Mr.  Stamfobd  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
by  adding  a  dyty  of  ten  cent^  on  all  salt  niaoa- 
fa^ured  in  this  country.  This  motion  was  ad- 
vocated by  Merars.  STANPoao,  MagoNi  Weight, 
CbATy  Gbolson,  and  Wiocery  ',  and  opposed  by 
Mexsrs.  Blacicledoe,  King,  Porteb  Stow,  La- 
cock,  Tbacy,  Gbondt,  and  Calhoun. 

By  the  advocates  of  the  amendment  It  was 
urged  that,  if  salt  iiilp<k'ted  paid  a  duty  of  tif  enty 
oenta^a  boshel,  the  oaanofaatorers  of  salt  in  this 
coaotry  might  very  well  afibrd  to  pay  a  ux  of 
hftif  that  sum^  as  tkef  Would  then  have  an  advan-v 
tageof  ten  otAts  per  bushel  over  foreign  Milt; 
tMt  there  would  be  as  much  propriety  In  taxing 
domestic  salt  as  domestic  iplriu;  ihitt  this  tax 
was  kid  for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  aod 
nuLoufaoturers  of  domestic  salt  eould  wel)  afford 
to  pay  a  tax  in  ease  the  proposed  duty  was  laid 
tt|KNi  imported  eah ;  all,  however,  who  advocated 
ib'tB  tax,  declared  themtselves  opposed  to.  i^  tax  on 
a«lt  at  all;  but,  if  foreign  salt  was  taxed,  they 
wiabcd  that  made  at  home  also  taxed* 

Tiose  opposed  to  this  .amendment,  said  that 
tbia  wAa  the  first  instance  in  this  or  any  other 
country  of  an  infant  manuft^ciure,  and  especially 
of  a  necessary  of  life,  being  taxed  ;  that  the  tax 
would  have  the  eieet  of  discouraging  these  man- 
ofaoturta.  Some  salt-licks,  it  was  said,  had'  been 
aifeady  laid  aside  as  unprofitable ;  that  it  would 
certainly  be  good  policy  in  this  Gtoverametti  to 


encourage  manufactuiea of  every  kind,  but^^more 
eepeciaily,  of  «och  articles  as  cannot  be  obtained 
.from  abroad  in  time  of  wmr.  It  was  well  known 
that  this  couotry  sufivred  considerably  during  the 
Revolution  for  want  of  salt;  but  now,  with  proper 
encouragement,  a^safficieney  might  be  furnished 
frOm  our  own  establishments.  Besides,  if  this 
additional  tax  were  to  be  imposed  ^n  salt^  it 
would  raise  the  price  still  higher  tu  the  con- 
sumers, as  eventually  every  tax  is  paid  by  them. 
Tbe  business  of  taxation  ought  to  be  considered 
in  the  spirit  ofaccommO(|ation;  the  salt  tax  would 
bear  a  little  hard  ob  one  pari  of  tbe  country,^tbe 
impost  and  tpnuage  duty  on  another,  the  spirit 
tax  on  a-nother,  the.  carriage  and  stamp  ta^^  on 
another,  and  the  direct  taxes  on  others.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  flat  taxes  to  boftr  equally  on  all. 
It  was  believed  that  if  the  ^syslcm  w^as  taken  to- 
gether it  would  operate  as  %qaally  as  any  other 
that. eould  be  produced. 

The  question  vifas/  taken  on  agreeing  to  this 
taxoft^n  cents  «  bushel  on  domestic  .salt,  and 
nejratived— yeas  32.  nay^  96,  as  follows: 

-  YsAt — Stevenson  Archer,  David  Bard,  Martin  Chit- 
tetiden,  ^Matthew  Clay,  Jamee  Cochran,  WilMam 
Crawfbfd,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  FrankKn,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  Mcfitrydev 
William  McCoy,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens;  John 
Randolph,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats— ^Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Wflliann  Anderson, 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Bnrwell  Baasett,  WiUiam 
W.  Bibb,  Abiiah  Bigelow,  William  Blackledge,  Har^ 
manus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  BrM^enridge, 
Elijah  Brigbam,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bnrwell, 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhenn,  EpapbhMHtUs 
Champion,^  Langdon  Gheves,  Lewis  Conditr'  Roger 
Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samnel  Dinsmpor,  Elias  Barie, 
WilHam  Ely,  James  EnoU,  WUliam  Findley,  Thomas 
R.  QM,  Charlea  Qoidsborongh,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah 
U  Green,  Felix  6randy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall. 
John  a1  Harper,  AyleU  Hawes,  Jiicob  Hufty,  Rich^ 
Jackson,  iun^  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  K^t,  Wil« 
liam  R.  Kiog»  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lefever,  Joseph  lie  wis,  jun^  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  J^yle,  Sam« 
uel  McKee,  Alexander  McKtm,  Arunah  Metcaif,  Sam- 
uel L.  ]rfitchill>  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton^  Stephen  Ormsby, 
William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  PleasanU, 
jbn.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Eiisha  R.  Pot- 
ter, Josiab  Qnincy,  Williara  Reed,  William  M.  Rldi- 
•rdson,  Henry  M.'  Ridgely,  Samuel  Rioggeld,  John 
Rbra,  John  Jloane',  Jonathan  Roberts,  WiUiam  Rod- 
man Bbeaeittr  Sage,  Thomas  Samoona,  Ebeneaer 
Seaver,  John-  Sevier,  Adam  Seyhert,  Daniel  BheStf, 
John  Smilie,  Ge<»ge  Smith,  Philip  Stoart,  Silas  «tow, 
Lewis  B,  Sturgee,  Samnel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troop,  Charles  Turner,  jun^  Pierre  Van  CorUaadl, 
jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  While- 
hill,  Thomas  .Wilson,  and  Riobaid  )^inn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on.  agreeing  to 
the  propositioe,  as  j-eported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  rbr  laying  a  duty  of  twenty  aents  a 
bushel  on  imported  salt,  and  negatived — yeas  §7, 
nays  60,  as  follows: 
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YiAt^WiHiB  Aktmi,  janlor,  ^Willnm  AodeiMm^ 
StoretnoB  Arcfa«r,  Exakiel  Bacon,  BurweH  Bastett^ 
WUlira  W.  Bibb,  Williaa  BlacUadg%  Adam  Boyd, , 
Wttliam  BuUei:,  John  C.  CaUumn,  Langdon  Chevea, 
John  Dawaon,  Joaeph  Deaha,  Elian  Earle,  Williaai 
Findley,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Qniody,  BoUing  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph 
Kent,  WiUiam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Ljle,  Sainuel  McKee,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  Amnah  Metcalf,  JlameSyMilnor,  Slamuel 
L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas- 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton^  Stephen  Ormsby,  Isr^l 
Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  Jan.,  Peter  B.  Portel', 
Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed;  Samael  Ringgold,  John 
|lo<ne,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenez^r  dage,  lliomas' 
dammons,  Ebenezer  Beaver,  Adlim  Seybert,  John 
Smflie,  C^eorge  Smith,  80as  Stow,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Tronp.  Ghartes  Tnmer,  Jan., -Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
JQBr,  and  Richard  Wimv 

NAra— John  Baker,  Datid  Ba»d,  HarmanuaBleedt« 
er,  James  Brepkenridge,  Elijah  Brigkams,  Robert 
BrowB,  William  A.  BniwAUt  fiaaphiodttuaCfaampira, 
)i^Itin  Chiltaoden,  Matthew  Clay, . Jara«s .  Cod^n, 
Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford^  Roger  Davis^  SaBual 
DtB*noar,  William  Ely,  jamea  ISmott,  Aaa  Fitch, 
Meihack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Golds* 
borough,  Peterson  Gopdwyn,  £klwin  Gray,  .John  A. 
Harper,  Aylett  Hawea,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn^  PbUip 
B»  K^,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefover,  Joseph  Lewis, 
tun.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Xreorge  C»  MazwelC  Thomas 
Moore,  Archibald  MoBryde,  William  MoCoy,  Jamea 
Morgan,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hagh  Nelson,  Joseph 
Pearson,  William  Piper^  'Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  Henry 
M.  Ridgeiy,  John  Rhea,  William  Rodman,  John 
Seriei:,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuar^  Samuel  Taggart, 
Bea()aonn  Tallraadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert  Whiter 
hiU,  WiUi^  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilsoh,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

[Yeas  57,  rtays  (50.  Absent  on  this  vott  twenty- 
thtee  menihers,  viz:  Messrs.  Bartlbtt,  Sullh 
viH,  CuTTs,  Talljman,  Ateut,  Cook,  Pauldino, 
Hynemak,  Tauapbrro';  Sawter,  Williams. 
CdBB,  and  Gannbtt,'  absent  from  the  eity;  and 
Messrs.  Clopton,  Bioelow;  White,  Datenport, 
Stdrges,  Fisk,  Strong.  LiviKdaTON,  Gold, 
and  R1CHARD8ON,  absent  uom  indisposition  and 
Other  causes.]  .   •      ' 

The  fifth  resolution  next  came,  under  consider- 
ation for  laying  duties  on  distillera,  vrhen 

Mr.  McKii^  nievecT  to  strike  out  what  rehites 
to  laying  a  dntyoii  the  capacity  of,tbe«tili,  and 
to  insert  in  its  place  twenty- five  cents  per  gallon. 

Mr.  Moors  said  the  vote  which  bad  just  be^i 
talpeii  and  decided  agaioat  liizlng  salt,  induced 
him  to  he  in  favor  of  the. motion  of  tba  gentleman 
Oom  MaryJand,  or  at  least  in  favor  of  subati- 
tnting  some  other  article  in  Keu  of  Mlt,  on  which 
a  tax  wit)  operate  with  more  equality  and. ieas 
oppression  op  the  poor.-  I  amfully  apprized,  said 
h^,  of  the  necessity  of  providing  the  sinews  of 
war,  and  I  can  assure  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I 
shall  be  as  ready  and  willing  to  use  them  in  the 
assertion  of  the  rii^hts  of  my  country  as  any  gen- 
tleman on  this  floor.  Although  1  have  voted 
«  against  the  taxing  salt,  as  1  consider  it  an  article 
of  the  first  necessity,  which  ought  not  to  be  taxed, 


I  am  willing  to  raise  the  sum  taxed  on  salt  on 
any  other  article  less  objcciionabfe;  I  would  even 
prefer  laying  it  on  land.  I  will,  therefore,  suggest 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  the 
propriety  of  withdrawing  hts  motion  until  the 
resolutions  are  gone  through ;  the  whole  subject 
will  theii  be  open  for  conjsideration.  and  the 
House  can  select  some  other  article  as  a  proper 
subs^'tnte  for  salt,  which  I  hope  will  be  found 
equally  convenient  and  less  odious. 

Mr.  I^etbeRt  did  not  know  that  he  should 
hav^  made  a  single  observation  on  this  aubject, 
had  it  not  been  for  tlie  vote  which  had  iust  been 
talten ;  but  be  must  acknowledge  he  felt  himself 
so  disappointed  and  mortified,  that  he  betieved 
he  should  rote  against  every  other  tax.  For.  if 
gentlemen  will  oppose  one  item  of  tazatioo,  be- 
cause it  happens  to  fail  a  little  barder  on  some 
sections  of  the  country  than  others;  whilst  ot^ 
gentlemen,  ^r  the  sake  of  acoomnK>datlon,  have 
consented  to  lay  much  heavier  bnrdens  on  ibetr 
constituents,  he  despaired  of  establisbtog  any  sys* 
tern  of  taxation.  He  had  been '  told  we  were 
entering  pn  a  war  for  commerce.  He  did  not  so 
consider  it.'  He  believed  we  were  about  to  en- 
gage  iit  a  war  to. maintain  our  honor,  liberty,  atni 
sovereigifty,  as  a  nation.  Whilst  the  Penn^yl- 
vanians  are  selling  their  wheat  for  two  dollan  a 
bushel,  it  conld  not  be  said  they  wanted  a  war  to 
obtain  any  better  price  for  their  prodirce;  if  any 
part  of  the  country  were  influenced  by  motives 
of  interest,  it  must  b^  the  tobacco  and  cotton 
planters;  it  might,  therefore,  be  rather  termed  a 
war  for  agriculture,  and  a  particular  species  of  it, 
than  for 'commerce.  But  he  had  always  con- 
sidered it  as  having  higher  objects  in  riew. 

The  SpEAfCER  declared  the  motion  of  tbe  gM- 
tleman  from  Maryland  to  be  out  of  o^^ler ;  as  all 
jyroposltiotts  for  raising  revenue  mtnt  firs<  be  dis- 
cussed in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  ^ 

A  motion  to  acyoum  was  made  land  carried, 
and  the  House  adjourned  till  Bflonday. 


M.OMaAY,  MiM«h  fL 

Mr.  WatooT  reported  a  hMl  tupplenaaafary  to 
the^Aet  n^ore  effectually  10  provide  for  lie  or^ 
gaaitatitNi  of  the  militia  of  tke  Diatrict  of  Ca- 
lumbia  f*  which  was  twice  read'  aad  caoratititd. 

The  BpfiAKBR  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treashn^,  in  pnrsaanet 
of  a  resoiatioB  of  tbe  Haase  -saHioff  oa  hiaa  for 
a  statement  of  the  exports  of- the  UaMed .  Scatei 
for  sonoe  years  past ;  also,  a  letter  from  the  ike- 
rotary  of  the-  Treasary,  the  Beciatary  of  War 
and  Comptroller,  on  the  sabject  of  tbe  lafogee 
elaims,  At.;  also,  a  Wtlec  from  the  Chief  iasiee 
of  the  United  fikaies  in  behalf  of  tbe  Sa^rcme 
Court,  acknowledging  the  fhvor  aaaferred  oa. 
I  hem  by 'the  use  of  the  Congressional  Library. 

DIVORCES  IN  THfi, DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Lbwib,  from  the  Committee  oo  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  made  the  followiag  report : 

The  ComniitteefM'  die  Daitriotef Oolambta,  to  whM 
wsie  nteredthe  petitiantef  Jaae  IteaUn^pn^bv 
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I«r  A  divorce  from  Wyikm.  Deakint,  and  of  David 
Beck,  prayinf.  for  a  divosoo  from  £U«iiy  hb^  wife, 
sabmit  the  fi>Uowi]ig  report  t 

The  onlj  object  which  the  petilionera  can  have  in 
view  is  .to  be  enabled*  respecdvety,  to  enter  into  new 
cootracta  of  maniage.  Were  mamafef  only  a  dmi 
insiiimiionf  the  oonrii.of  law  would  be  open  to  aU  par^ 
tie*  peeking  the  redreas  now  prayed  for,  for  alleged 
breach  of  the  marriage,  contract :  but.it  iasoo^ething 
more;  it  is  a  ditine  ordinance^  and  has  been  pro* 
nonnced  such  by  the  highjest  lega^  as  well  as  spiritual 
authority.  The  competency  of  any  human  tribunal . 
to  dissolve  its  sacred  obligations  may  well  be  doubted 
The  justice  or  policy,  under  any  circumstances,  of 
weakening  the  matrimonial  institution,  upon  the  purity 
of  which  depends  the  very  fabric  of  society  itself,  may 
be  boldly  denied.  Divorces  are  not 'merely  the  effect 
of  corruption  of  manners;  they  are  the  cause  also. 
The^  hold  out  temptations  to  crime  which  human  in- 
finnity  oamiot  at  all  times  resist.  They  hold  out  in- 
eenlivee  to  that  aduHery  which  they  aie-  ealJed  in  to 
reoaedy.  Extreme  oasea'may  indeed  be  p«t,  but  they 
are  raje ;  both  parties  ojre  generally  in  fault  Shall  a 
very  few  indiinduab,  who  present  themselves  in  a  quee^ 
tionable  shape,  be  debarred  from  contractii^  a  second 
marriage,  or  shall  the  foupdations  of  society  be  loofened 
lor  their  apedal  accommodation  1  .  Shall  the  heaviert 
public  injury  be  encountered  for  the  convenience  of 
tboee,  who,  for  the  most  part,  have  shown  how  little 
reliance  is  to  be  placed  upon  their  virtue  or  discretion  ? 
Shall  incentives  to  nuptial  infidelity  be  presented  to 
the  great  body  of  society  for  the  personal  gratification 
of  a  few  unfortunate  members,  diffusing  dissatisfaction 
and  discontent,  where,  but  for  the  deceitful  hope  of 
divorce,  they  had  never  been  kuown  ? 

The  frequency  of  divorces  may  be  taken  as  an  un- 
erring criterion  of  the  depravity  of  morals.  A  respect- 
able aothority  has  dechired,*tbat  <<from  the  Reibrma- 
tien  to  the  commencement  of  thA  eighteenth  century, 
there  had  occurred  only^ibor  hostences  of  PurKamen- 
tery  divorce ;  but,  in  the  ^preaent  reign,  they  had  in- 
cmsed  to  the  enem^eus-  number  ef^oiM  -hundred  and 
niDetj-three*"  It  Is  noterioua  chat  the  crime  which  is 
made  the  ground-work  of  the  divorce,  is  frequently 
committed  with  the  most  ^'dehberate  and  nnbluabuig 
indillerence,''  ibr,tho  purpose  of  enabling  the  adukerar 
and  adultresa  theteafter  to  intomuMriry.  Your  commit- 
tee will  not  attempt  to  pursue  the  auliject  fiirther.  ,  It 
is  calculated  to  inspire  the  most  solemn  reflections. 
They  are  Oppoited  to  divorce  upon  principle,  as  tending 
to  excite  family  discord^  as  bearing  hard  upon  the 
weaker  sex,  whom  it  is  especi4lly  incumbent  upon,  us 
to  protect  and  to  cherish ;  above  all,  as  weakening  the 
ms^monial  tie,  upon  the  sanctity  of  which  depend 
'^  an  the  charities  of  father,  son,  and  brother*'"  The 
cmnmittee  wiH  not  enter  into  the  question  how  far  it 
may  be  wise  or  politie  to  hold  fbrth  to  the  wortd  this 
Dirtrkt  as  an  asylmkifor  those  who  wish  to  obtain  ab- 
aelQtiait  firem  the  marriage  vow.  They  will  contMit 
tbeinoelvev  whh  aubmitting  the  following  reso|«tie«:* 

B/emboei^  That  the  prayer  of  the  pe^tieiieri  ottght 
not  to  he  granted. 

Referred  to  a  Cotdmittee^  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  oest. 

WAR  TAXES. 
The  House  proceeded  tb  consider  the  order  of 
tbeday. 
Mr.  QflOLBOM  Btid  he  had  witneflsed  with  ax- 


treioe  regret,  the  dUeatisfactioh  that  was  preva- 
lent amongst  his  friendii  id  conaeqoence  of  the 
rejeetioQ  of  the  resolution  recommendiog  a  tax 
on  aalt.  ^He  had  voted  against  that  particiilar 
resolutioo,  and,  after  reviewing^  with  the  tdost 
rigid  impartiality  hie  eondnet  upon  that  oecasioo, 
he  could  perceive  in  it  nothing  to  disapprove.  1 
most  distinctly  and  explicitly,  said  Mr.  G^  upon 
that  occasion,  stated  in  my  placrtbat.  if  the  salt 
tar  coold,  by  any  gentleman,  be  showii  to  be  ne-^ 
ceisary  to-  equalize  the  system'  of  taiatioo,  I  was 
ready  to  yield  my  assent  to  it,  althoQgh,.as  was 
aeknowialged,  it  would  operate  with  peculiar 
hardship  op  all  the  middle  country,  a  section  of 
which  I  hAve  ^he  honor  to  represent.  Neither 
the  honorable  Chairman  of  Ifie  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  dot  any  other  gen<leman,  iin- 
dertopk  to  prove  that  this  ux  wlts^reqatsite  to  pnn 
doce  tht9  equal  efEect.  I,  moreover,  tHen  stated, 
as  I  ndw  declaiCi  that  I  was,  and  am  prepared  to 
go  as  far  as  any  man  in  providing  the  necessary 
revenue  to  sostaia  the  credit  of  the  cotiotry  in 
the  approaching  contest.  My  object  was  to  im-' 
pose  the'  taxes  on  subjeete  that  COnld  beat  bear 
theid#  I  thought.' there  were  many  objects  of 
taxation  preferable  to  salt,  (an  indispensable  of 
life,)  and  was  Qesiroas  of  raisiog'tbe  amount  con- 
templated from*  salt  by  a  tax  on  whiskey,  an  ad- 
dition to  the  direct  tax,  or  ih  any  other  more 
eligible  mode.  But  ii  now  seems  that,  jf  the 
article  of  salt  is  excluded,  the  whole  aystem  of 
taxation  will  be  eadangered.  We  are  told  in 
conversation,  'since  the  vote  on  the  salt  tax,  that 
the  system  which  has  been  preseoted.by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  is  a  system  of  com- 
promise and  concession, and  >hat  h  must  be  taken^ 
ahogetber,  the  bad  with  the  good  \  that,  if  we 
pay  the  salt  tax,  the  Eastern  and  the  Western 
country  will  suffer  peculiarly  by  an  inerea9e  of. 
the  impost,  and  bj  the  land  tax.  The  middle 
country  will  experience  no  exemption  from  these 
particular  bnrdei^  Sooner  thaii  this  measure 
shpald  fail;  sooner  than  fre  shoold  nor  |>rovide 
for  the.  expenses  we  have  iac«rred  to  resist  the 
encroachments  of  oar  enemy;  sooner,'  in  fine, 
than  degrade  and  disgrace  the  naitpn,  I  brieve  it 
would  ^  better  fo^  tis  to  uke  the  #hole  draaght, 
just  a»  it  has  been  proposed^  Y^  ^ir,  perhaps  I 
might  say,  even  if  it  were  iiemlock.  I,  sir,  would 
ybte  two  dollars  a^  bethel  oa  salt,  rather  than  - 
see  the  present  course  of  policy  firostrat/ML  Mr. 
Speaker,  we  who  form  the  aiajority  bave  all  the 
same  end  iq  view :  tbe  naaintenance  of  the  rights^ 
b^nor,  and '  independence  of  the  eountry  against 
the  lawless  aggressions  of  onr  enemy.  To  attain 
this  end,  I  wcmld  take  the  best  means.  Rather 
than  be  defeated- in  the  acaorapUahmaat  of  it,  I 
would  agree  to  any  means  not  absolutely  intoler- 
able. It  is  therefore  that  I.  on  the  present  oeca- 
sioo,  will  concede  aaoeh  of  mv  own  opinion,  ia 
ordeci  to  hartqpnize  with,  an^^  conciliate  those 
with  .whom  1  utifortnnately' disagree  oa  this 
pariicolar.  point.  Concession  ana  compromise, 
among  those  who  bave  the  eame  common  object,. 
are  often  indiepensable  duties.  It  is  t>y  this  sen- 
timent, sir^  that  I  am  actuated.    We  sbouhi  not 
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dispute  araong  ourselves.  It  is  by  anion  and  bar-  I 
moiiy  only  that  we  can  serve  our  constituents.  I,  | 
for  one,  will  pledge  myself  that  I  will  furnisli  no  ; 
cause  of  schism  amongst  our  friends.  1  am  hap-  I 
py,  said  he,  in  indul^in<j  the  hope  that  several  of  1 
my  friends,  with  whom  I  have  acted  on  this  sub- 1 
ject,  and  who  have,  I  doubt  not,  been  influenced  I 
by  ihe  same  motives  with  myself,  wiU  concur  j 
with  me  in  the  motion  I  am  about  to  make.  Un- 1 
der  these  impressions.  I  move  you,  sir,  to  recon-  i 
sider  the  vole,  of  Friday  last,  on  ihe  resolution  j 
imposing  a  tax  on  salt. 

Mr  NcLsoN  said  he  should  feel  no  disposition 
to  object  lo  any  gentleman  reconsidering  any  vote  ; 
which  be  had  given,  if  it  could  be  said  that  it  I 
bad  been  given  with   precipitancy,  or  without  j 
mature  deliberation.     But,  when  he  reflected  that 
this  question  was  not  for  the  first  time  before  the  i 
House  ;  that  at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  two  i 
distinct  propositions  of  this  nature  had  been  re- 
jected after  debate;  that  the  same  question  had 
been  again  discussed  in  Gommiliee  of  the  whole  ( 
House;  and  that  the  mind  of  every  man- was  ' 
brought  to  bear  upon  it,  and  that  it  was  then  de- 1 
cided  that  a  tax  should  not  be  laid — he  tould 
find  no  apology  for  reconsidering  that  discussion. 
He  found  no  apology  in  the  reason  assigned,  that 
its  rejection  was  evidence  of  an  rhdisposition  to 
assert  the  rights  of  the  Government.    1  do  not, 
said  Mr.  N.,  feel  myself  amenable  to  this  cen- 
sure, because,  let  it  be  known,  that  when  I  take  a 
tax  away  from  one  subject,  I  shall  not  hesitate 
a  moment  to  impose  it  to  an  equal  amount  on 
another.     Away,  then,  with  the  idea  tbat,  by  the 
rejection  of  this  item,  we  shall  break  up  the  plan 
of  the  Government ;  more  especially,  let  not  such 
an  argument  have  weight,  when  1  shall  show  | 
that  this  tax  is  incapable  of  producing  any  ma- 
terial revenue  whatever. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had,  indeed,  been  astonished 
to  bear  a  gentleman  say  that  the  rejection  of  this 
item  would  break  up  tlu*  whole  system ;  that  there 
was  such  symibetry  in  the  report  that,  take  away 
but  one  member,  and  the  whole  fabric  was  d»- 
solved.  The  symmetry  of  the  system  had  not  so 
forcibly  struck  him.  He  saw  deformity  in  it.  He 
saw  a  heterogeneous  mass  of  discordant  materi- 
als mixed  up  together;  but  not  so  intimately  in- 
terwoven that  they  cannot  be  separated.  Let 
this  item  be  omitted,  as  it  may  be,  without  a  de- 
rangen^entof  the  system,  and  the  amount  expect- 
ed to  accrue  from  it  be  levied  on  some  artiole 
more  productive,  which  will  raise  a  revenue  more 
adequate  to  the  end  which  it  is  the  object  of  the 
report  to  attain. 

This  is  the  third  time  this  session  that  the 
question  oow  under  consideratioa  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House.  I  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (said  Mr.  N.) 
what  is  the  object  of  this  proposition  ?  Whether 
it  be  intended  as  a  protecting  duty. on  the  manu- 
facture of  t^att,  or  as  a  source  of  revenue,  an  un*> 
feeling  certain  source  of  revenue  in  time  of  pres- 
sure ?  If  we  are  told  that  the  object  is  to  impose 
this  as  a  protecting  duty  on  th»  manufacture  of 
this  article,  1  will  ask  of  the  gentlemaa  where  is 


the  necessity  of  giving  this  protection  ?  Is  tkre 
any  large  capital  necessary  for  carrying  oqsil 
works  ?  Do  they  require  any  great  complicaiiot 
of  machinery  ?  Let  gentlemen  turn  their  ef«u 
Turk's  Island,  the  great  source  from  which  sop- 
plies  of  salt  are  drawn.  Receptacles  for  the  uk 
water  are  dug  on  the  open  beach,  where  tbetih 
is  formed  by  the  process  of  evaporation.  The 
salt  is  then  heaped  up,  and  thence  carried  toUe 
storehouses.  The  same  process  takes  pUeeis 
the  manufacture  of  that  article  on  our  seaeoist. 
It  is  true  that  at  the  saline  works  on  our  frootier 
boilers  are  used.  But  is  there  such  a  peculiar 
complication  of  machinery  required,  iarolTini 
great  expense,  that  the  Government  js  to  boii 
out  encouragement  exclusively  to  this  miDolk- 
ture  ?  Permit  me  to  say,  even  if  were  so,  it  lii 
sufficiently  feel  the  protecting  influence  of  tk 
Government.  The  moment  we  areiorolrdit 
war  all  foreign  salt  will  be  excluded,  except  tku 
which  comes  into  the  coumry  indirectly  tad  it* 
properly.  A  sufficient  bounty  on  maoofiieairf 
will  be  afforded  by  the  monopoly  of  supplfnth 
a  state  of  things  will  foster.  This,  therefore. qb* 
not  be  considered  as  a  protecting  duty;  it caoDo: 
be  considered  in  that  light,  when  we  find  iiii- 
corporated  in  a  system  of  taxation,  which.  »e 
are  told,  is  necessary  to  raise  a  revenue  toeoible 
us  to  wield  the  energies  of  the  nation  agaissta 
foreign  enemy. 

But,  when  I  turn  my  eyes  lo  the  subject  of  tii5 
tax  on  salt,  which  is  ttie  source  whence  it  it  cal- 
culated that  a  revenue  of  $400,000  istobede- 
rived,  I  am  content  to  discard  the  idea  ihtltk 
salt  tax  is  a  tax  on  the.poor  man;  tbaihewbt 
eats  but  linle  meat  must  miagle  with  the  alt 
he  uses  the  refiectioQ,  that  he  pays  a  tax  for  i^ 
necessary  of  life,  of  which,  from  the  ibseiceat 
other  condiments  which  the  more  affluent  iKck 
consumes  xaote  Uian  they.  Putting  all  this  oai 
of  view,  I  will  view  this  question  merelf  oatk 
ground  of  a  tax  productive  of  reTeouetoi^ 
amount  which  is  calculated  to  be  drawn  frMi'- 
What,  asked  Mr.  N.,  is  the  j^reatcst  rerrtfl* 
which  has  ever  been'^rawn  from  salt?  Fire 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  the  most  ^rtf^ytno^ 
times  of  commerce,  is  the  utmost  which  iii«^ 
would  produce.  Wlience  is  Salt  imported  I  F«wj 
Spain,  St.Ubes,  Portugal,  Liverpool,  and  a  small 
portion  from"  the  West  Indies.  Viewiag  »l"j 
question  as  a  statesman  ought  to  look  at  lU 
would  not  calculate  on  the  Gurop^n  portioaot 
this  trade;  I  would  calculate  on  the. f hole »• 
ropean  supply  beius  precluded,  and  our  iop^ 
,  of  salt  confiued  to  the  West  lodiet— the  tow" 
i  vhich  is  not  a  teoih  p^rt  of  the  amooatw* 
I  usually  import  lu  1807,  the  rereane  «  » 
United  States  amouoted  to  opwardi  of  aixl^ 
millions  of  dollars.  According  lo  tlw  «"«»^ 
'  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  rerei* 
I  derivable  from  commerce  during  a  war,  <*'/*^ 
;  enue  from  that  source  will  be  reduced  loiWi 
one  eighth  part  of  what  it  was  doring  **»«f*J[ 
1807-^  The  amount  of  salt  imported  ia»JJ« 
United  States  during  the  year  1807,  waatwj 
fd  millioB»ofS«sh«li.   If'wW 
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allow  ike  imporution  of  salt  to  be  redaced  in  the 
same  proportion  9s  the  general  import — that  is  to 
sa 7, about  one-eighth  of  the  repeal  importation — 
we  shall  find  on  calculation  that  the  quantity  im- 
ported will  be  about  four  hundred  and  ^seventeen 
thousand  eight  hundred  bushels,  on  which  a  tax 
of  twenty  cents  per  bushel  will  produce  only 
eighty-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars.  But  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  has  calculated  the  revenue  de- 
rivaDie  from  this  source  at  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  I  I  do  not  believe,  sir,  as  our  importation 
will  be  reduced  teven-eiffhths,  that  you  will  get 
fifty  thousand  from  k.  I  put  then  out  of  the  ar- 
gument the  operation  pf  this  tax  upon  an  indispen- 
sable necessary  of  life  ;  the  argument  in  its  sup- 
port, bottomed  on  the  revenue  it  will  produce, 
must  fail  $  it  will  not  produce  one-eighth  of  the 
estimated  amount* 

But  suppose  my  calculations  are  not  certainly 
accurate;  suppose  it  only  doubtful  whether  the 
source  be  fiillible  whence  a  revenue  of  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  is  estimated  to  be  drawn. 
Is  it,  the  policy  of  a  wise  statesman  to  lay  a  tax, 
the  productiveness  of  which  is  doubtful  ?  If  the 
rev^ue  be  deficient  when  the  pinch  of  war 
comes,  what  are  we  to  resort  tu  as  a  substitute  ? 
I  would  much  prefer,  to  this  tax,  to  add  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  to  the  amount  of  the  direct 
tax,  which  would,  at  ,Iea»t,  not  be  drawn  from 
the  hard- working  mass  of  the  community,  but 
from  richer  subjects.  It  would  be  wise  to  resort 
to  this  mode  of  raising  a  revenue  in  preference 
to  the  precarious  tax  on  salt,  because,  like  that,  it 
cannot  fail — the  land  is  a  pledge  for  the  payment 
of  the  tax;  the  salt  is  not  here  to  be  pledged,  and 
never  may  be. 

I  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  whether  it  is  intended  to  connect 
with  this  ciuty  the  former  drawback  or  bounty  on 
Us  exportation ;  for,  if  we  do  that,  I  find,  by  turn- 
log  to  the  report  of  the  Secreury  of  the  Treas- 
ury, that  the  bounty  on  its  exportation  will 
amount  to  $188,000,  double  or  treble  the  whole 
revenue  which  will  probably  be  received  from 
ibis  tax,  and  more  tbaii  could,  in  any  view,  be 
derived  from  the  importations  into  the  country 
whence  the  fishermen  sail  who  have  heretofore 
received  this  bounty. 

I  cannot  believe,  sir, .that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  not  viewed 
this  subject  as  I  have ;  that  he  has  not  examined 
into  the  amount  of  our  usual  importaiion  in  the 
most  prosperous  times.  1  cannot  believe  that  that 
astute  and  discerning  gentleman  has  not  turned 
his  eyes  to  this  subject,  so  as  to  see  what  revenue 
this  tax  will  produce;  that  he  cannot  see,  if  the 
revenue  from  commerce  is  to  experience  a  depre- 
ciation from  sixteen  millions  to  two  millions  five 
hundred >thousand  dollars,  the  importation  of  salt 
must  be  at  least  proportionably  diminished.  He 
must,  then,  view  this  tax  as  a  protecting  duty  on 
salt,  and  not  as  a  source  of  revenue.  I  am  against 
afibrding  this  protecting  duty  at  the  expense  of 
the  poor,  the  laborious,  and  the  industrious ;  thpse 
who  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows. 
12th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 36 


I  object  to  it  because  salt  is  an  article  involving 
no  great  expense  in  manufacture,  and  because 
there  is  no  justice  in  exclusively  patronizing  this 
manufacture,  when  others  do  not  experience  the 
favor  of  the  Government.   . 

I  trust,  therefore,  sir,  that  those  gentlemen  who 
at  our  last  sitting  were  cojivinced  this  duty  ought 
not  to  be  imposed,  will  stand  firm  to  their  posts, 
and  not  be  driven  from  them  by  any  alarm  excitea 
about  abac^doning  the  Governmeat,  or  wnaken- 
ing  the  measures  which  the  exigency  calls  for. 
I  have  no  fear  for  myself  of  any  such  imputation ; 
for,  be  it  remembered,  that  whiUt  I  discard  this 
tax^as  unworthy  the  consideration  of  a  statesman, 
I  am  prepared  to  substitute  for  it  some  one  more 
efficient  and  better  calculated  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  is  designed. 

Mr.  Bacon  said,  that  having  heretofore  given 
his  views  on  the  subject  pretty  much  at  large^  he 
had  refrained  from  eateriog  mto  the  discussion, 
which  had,  taken  place  on  the  subject  a  day.  or 
two  ago ;  and  did  not  propose  now  to  say  much' 
upon  It.  It  has  been  said,  that  this  was  a  tax 
bearing  peculiarly  harden  the  middle  country. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  acknowledged  that  he  considered 
it  a  tax  operating  on  the  middle  countrv  more 
than  our  seaboard  or  on  the  Western  frontier. 
But  there  were  various  other  taxes  proposed  by 
this  report,  which  had  an  important  and  heavy 
bearing  on  the  people  of  th^  seaboard  and  cities, 
and  on  the  people  of  the  Western  waters,  by 
which  the  people  of  the  Western  country  would 
be  comparatively  little  afiected.  lam,  said  Mr. 
B.,  what  is  Qalled  a  middle  country  man,  living 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  seaboard; 
and  it  would  be  far  from  me  to  impose  heavy 
t|ixes  on  such  people  unnecessarily.  The  draw- 
backs, tonnage  duty,  and  stamps,  will  operate  al- 
most exclusively  on  the  seaboard  ;  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  cities  will  pay  their  full  proportion  of 
the  internal  taxes. ,  The  direct  tax  will  operate 
with  peculiar  severity  on  the  Western  country, 
it  may  be. 

Mr.  WRiGHT.—Mr.  Speaker :  I  regret  that  the 
honorable  member  from  Virgitiia,  ^Mr.  GaoL- 
aoN,)  who  on  Friday  last  voted  against  the  tax 
of  twenty  cents  on  salt,  should  now  propose  the 
reconsideration  of  that  subject,  with  a  view  of 
fixing  this  unequal,  and  of  course  unjust  tax  on 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  or  rather  on  a 
part  of  them;  however, I  hope,tnat  all  the  ^^out- 
of-door  management,"  which  the  gentleman  po- 
litely calls  the  interference  of  his  friends,  will  not 
produce  such  a  result,  particularly  as  the  gentle- 
man has  informed  us  that  he  is  not  dissatisfied 
with  his  own  vote. 

Sir,  when  a  subject  is  fully  and  fairly  discussed 
and  decided,  gentlemen  ought  to  acquiesce  in 
the  decision  of  a  majority,  the  vital  principle  of  a 
Republican  Government. 

The  reconsideration  of  a  subject  reflects  on  the 
House  for  the  immaturity  of  their  decision,  and 
ought  nfii  hastily  to  be  adopted.  Sir,  are  we  a  set 
of  weathercocks,  to  be  turned  about  by  every  idle 
wind  ?  No !  I  hope  not,  let  it  blow  from  what 
quarter  it  may.    Are  we  ready  to  present  the  un- 
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gracioos  spectacle  of  recording  our  opinions  for 
and  aeainst  the  same  thing  ?  In  the  first  case, 
on  a  luli  discussion  of  the  subject  on  both  sides  \ 
in  the  second^  under  the  "out-of-doors"  influence, 
which  the  gentleman  has  informed  us  ha«  induced 
him  to  make  the  motion.  For  the  honor  of  the 
House  I  hope  this  motion  will  not  succeed. 

Sir,  at  the  last  session,  when  the  question  for 
rechartering  the  odious  Pritiah  bank  was  before 
us,  we  had  to  encounter  the  influence  pf  the  Sec- 
retary of  the^ Treasury  ;  and  after  it  was  rejected 
by  this  House,  he,  in  reply  to  the  inquiries  of  the 
Senate,  where  it  was  a^tated,  but  fortunately 
rejected,  endeavored  to  impress  its  importance 
on  the  nation,  and  by  these  ibeans  to  force  it  on 
the  people.  Now,  at  this  session,  he  has  told  us, 
that,  if  we  had  a  National  Bank,  we  should  have 
DO  occasion  to  resort  to  internal  taxes,  thereby 
calHng  the  American  pe<$pie  to  review  the  con- 
duct of  their 'Representatives,  in  not  Qon tinning 
that  bank,  and  thereby  to  fix  the  odium  of  these 
odious  taxes' on  the  National  Legislature.  Now 
a  system  of  taxes  is  presented,  truly  odious  in  my 
opinion  to  the  people,  to  disgust  them  with  their 
Representatives,  and  to  chill  the  war  spirit.  Yet 
it  IS.  under  Treasury  influence,  to  be  impressed 
on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
through  them  upon  the  House. 

Sir,  I,  as  a  Representative  of  the  people,  feel 
it  my  duty  to  resist  it  with  all  my  energies,  and 
not  to  sacrifice  the  interest  of  my  country  at  the 
shrine  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  any 
other  department ;  though  I  strongly  incline  to 
believe  his  projected  system  of  taxes  has  not  their 
preference. 

Sir,  is  there  anything  of  originality  in  this  sys- 
tem 1  No  !  It  is  treading  in  the  muddy  footsteps 
of  his  official  predecessors,  in  attempting  to  strap 
round  the  necks  of  the  people  this  odious  system  of 
taxation,  adopted  by  them,  for  which  they  have 
been  condemned  by  the  people  and  dismissed  from 
power.  We  all  recollect  the  clamor  againt  Mr. 
Adams's  Administration  for  this  system  of  odious 
stamp  taxes  and  excises,  and  the  more  odious  host 
of  tax  gatherers,  who  were  let  Ipose  upon  the  peo- 
ple, by  whose  appointments  and  patronage  the 
country  was  then  overrun  with  electioneering 
agents  for  that  Administration.  We  all  had  a 
band  in  impressing  this  opinion  upon  the  people 
at  that  time ;  and  I  yet  religiously  believe  it  to 
have  been  a  correct  one. 

When  Mr.  Jefferson  %arae  into  office,  he,  as 
President,  advised  us  to  put  down  those  odious 
taxes,  ^nd  we  repealed  the  law ;  he  also  advised 
us  to  repeat  the  law  imposing  a  tax  on  salt,  as 
oppressive  to  the  poor,  and  we  did  so.  And  now, 
sir,  with  the  view  of  destroying  this  Adminis- 
tration, with 'this  sentence  of  a  dismissal  of  our 
predecessors  in  office  before  our  eyes,  a  sentence 
not  only  sanctioned  but  executed  by  ourselves, 
we  are  to  be  pressed  into  a  sysiem  known  td  be 
odious  in  the  sight  of  the  people,  and  which  on 
itsfirst  presentation  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  by  them  submitted  to  us,  produced 
such  an  etcitement  in  the  House. 


Sir,  having  heretofore  made  tbese  charges 
against  our  political  opponents,  how  can  we  de< 
fend  ourselves  against  their  just  odium?  Are 
we  prepared  to  urge  their  correctness  now,  which 
we  fhen  so  successfully  denounced  ?  No,  sir.  I 
acted  then  on  principle,  which  is  immutable; 
and  I  am  satisfied  the  people  did*  so  too,  and  that 
they  will  not  be  found  to  approve  in  us  what 
they  condemned  in  our  predecessors. '  I  am  not 
so  aelirious  as  to  take  the  deleterious  draught,  bj 
which  our  political  enemies  were  destroyed ;  it 
would  be  political  suicide. 

Sir,  the  proposition  to  lay  a  tax  of  twenty 
cents  on  salt  ought  to  be  rejected  ;  it  is  uneqatlia 
its  operation  on  the  United  States,  and  it  is  op- 
pressive to  the' poor.  By  the  Constitution  it  ii 
provided,  as  a  guard  against  the  inequality  of 
taxes  among  the  States,  that  direct  uxes  shall  be 
apportioned  among  the  States  by  the  rate  of  re- 
presentation ;  this  fixes  the  principle  by  which 
the  States  should  contribute  to  the  "common 
defence  and  general  welfare."  Does  the  tax  on 
salt  operate  in  this  ratio  on  the  respective  States? 
No,  sir,  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Ohio, 
the  Western  Territories,  are  entirely  supported 
by  home  made  salt ;  the  greater  part  of  New 
York,  the  western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
western  part  of  Virginia,  are  so  in  a  great  measarej 
and  at  some  of  the  salt-works,  we  are  informed, 
at  a  price  not  exceeding  ten  cents.  These  parts 
of  the  Union  Will,  therefore,  pay  no  tax  on  im- 
ported salt.  On  Friday,  it  was  prop6sed  to  lay  a 
lax  of  ten  cents  on  home  made  salt,  fhey  who 
did  not  contribute  by  the  tax  on  imported  salt 
might  pay  something  to  the  support  of  the  war 
by  the  tax  on  country  salt ;  but  this  was  noi  oolf 
rejected,  but  those  who  opposed  the  tax  of  tweniy 
cents  on  imported  salt  were  denounced  as  being 
opposed  to  taxes  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  insinua- 
tions made  ih^t  they  were  against  the  war.  I 
think  ihW  who  do  not, use  imported  salt,  and  who 
are  opposed  to  the  tax  of  teb  cents  on  countrf  sa"; 
ought  to  have  had  the  modesty  of  being  silent  on 
the  subject. 

Sir,  the  tax  on  imported  salt  will  operate  as « 
bounty  on  home  made  salt,  a  net  profit  to  the 
manufacturer  of  that  article,  which  he  will  lerf 
on  the  consumer ;  ten  cents  of  which,  by  ^T  . 
tax,  I  wished  to  draw  into  the  Treasury,  bat  this 
was  rejected.       "  ' 

So  much  have  I  urged  against  the  uneqwl 
bearing  of  this  salt  tax  on  the  respective  States; 
but,  sir,  I  have  a  still  stronger  objection  to  it,  its  op- 
pression of  the  poor.  Salt  is  not  only  a  necessary 
but  an  indispensable,  which  the  poor  canncK  do 
without,  and  a  poor  fatnily  in  proportion  to  their 
numbers  will  consume  as  much  salt  as  a  rich  fam- 
ily, and  of  course  pay  as  much  of  the  tax  on  salt 
Sir,  can  this  be  right?  No !  Let  us  lay  it  direcuy 
on  properly,  whereby  all  will  be  taxed  in  proportion 
to  their  wealth;  the  only  niode  in  which  taicescan 
be  laid  by  the  Constitution  of  Maryland,  whereby 
the  poor  are'  protected  from  oppressive  t«xc«- 
Sir,  we  ought  to  recollect  that  we  are  now  on  the 
eve  of  a  war;  in  which  we  shall  have  io  pay  « 
tax  in  bloodj  and  that  the  poor  will  pay  this  tax 
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m  the  ratio  of  the  privates  to  the  officers,  and 
yet  you  make  the  poor  pay  an  equal  salt  tax, 
which  at  all  times  would  be  unequal  and  oppres- 
sire,  but  at  thi^  time  impoKtic  and  cruel. 

Sir,  in  the  Federalist,  the  work  of  Mr.  Madison 
and  Mr.  Hamilton,  we  are  told^  that,  in  the  selec- 
tion of  articles  of  taxation,  it  ought  to  be  made 
so  as  to  bear  equally  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  that,  if  after  the  selection  of  an  arti- 
cle, the  practical  result  proved  it  unequal,  it  ought 
to  be  discontinued  ;  but  now  we  are  advised  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  a  tax  of 
twenty  cents  on  Imported  salt,  an  article  known 
not  to  be  used  in  Kentuckv,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio, 
the  Western  Territories,  tne  greater  j)art  of  New 
York,  the  western  parts  of  Virginia,  and  the 
western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  at  the 
rate  of  forty  per  cent.,  ad  valorem^  on  an  indis- 
pensable to  the  poor,  when  even  on  luxuries 
no  ad  valorem  duty  ever  exceeded  twenty  per 
cent. 

Sir,  in  the  time  of  General  Washington's 
Administration,  spirits  distilled  in  the  United 
States  out  of  foreign  articles  were  taxed  at  the 
rate  of  from  eight  to  twenty-five  cents,  according 
to  the  proof;  and  spirits  distilled  out  of  domestic 
materials  were  taxed  at  the  rate  of  from  seven  to 
eighteen  cents  per  gallon,  according  to  the  proof 
But  now,  on  the  eve  of  a  war,  and  as  a  war  tax, 
when  we  have  doubled  the  dutjr  on  foreign  ma- 
terials, and  raised  the  duty  on  imported  spirits 
from  thirty  to  sixty  cents  per  gallon,  we  have 
been  advised  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  lay  a  tax  on  whiskey^  of  three  cents  per  gallon, 
and  the'  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have 
had  the  address  to  reduce  even  that  to  not  a  cent 
and  a  quarter  per  gallon  ;  but  it  must  and  will  be 
recollected,  that  two  of  that  committee  are  from 
Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky,  who  are  so  favored 
by  this  system. 

Sir,  by  the  report  of  the  marshals  heretofore 
made,  nearly  twenty  four  millions  of  gallons  of 
whiskev  were  made  in  this  country  per  year, 
which  by  the  hi^h  price  on  imported  spirits,  nn- 
der  a  duty  of  sixty  cents,  will  be  increased  to 
thirty  millions,  I  have  no  doubt ;  which  at  ten 
cents,  would  produce  $3,000,000;  but  it  is  proposed 
to  make  it  produce  $275,000  only,  not  one  cent 
per  gallon.  Thus,  in  time  of  war,  a  tax  of  not 
one  cent  per  gallon,  is  to  be  put  on  whiskey, 
which,  under  General  Washingtoiv's  Adminis- 
tration, in  time  of  peace,  waa^  taxed  from  seven 
to  eighteen  cents  per  gallon ;  but,  notwithstand- 
ing that  petty  tax  on  whiskey,  and  no  tax  on 
home  made  salt,  sixty  cents  per  gallon  is  put  on 
imported  spirits,  twenty  cents  on  salt,  five  cents 
on  brown  sugar,  and  the  carriage  tax,  heretofore 
so  unequal,  is  to  be  raised  more  than  one  hundred 
per  cent,  on  the  former  fax  on  carriages ;  and  al- 
though those  reasons  have  been  ursed  against 
this  unequal  and  oppressive  tax  witn  a  proposi- 
tion to  lay  it  on  property,  yet  we  are  charged 
with  having  no  stomach  to  the  war,  and  because 
we  will  not  submit  to  oppression  at  home,  we 
will  not  resist  it  abroad.  This  is  their  modern  I 
logic,  but  I  have  perfect  confidence  that  from  I 


such  premises  thei  people  will  draw  very  different 
conclusions. 

Sir,  that  my  objections  may  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood, and  the  inequality  of  the  proposed  sys- 
tem in  its  bearing  on  Maryland  precisely  stated, 
I  will  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  eighteen  hundred.  Then  Maryland 
paid  more  of  the  tax  on  carriages  than  New  York 
or  Pennsylvania,  and  nearly  double  the  tax  paid 
either  by  North  or  South  Carolina,  and  this  tax 
is  to  be  doubled.  Then  Maryland  with  eight 
Representatives,  paid  $86,718.  While  Virginia, 
with  nineteen  Representatives,  paid  $144,168; 
and  North  Carolina  with  ten  Representatives, 
paid  $46,479^  and  yet  we  must  not  complain. 
From  the  same  report  it  does  not  appear  that 
Kentucky  paid  anything,  and  I  am  informed 
that  it  cost  the  United  States  fivd  thousand  dol- 
lars  in  the  costs  of  non-suits,  to  no  purpose. 
And,  sir,  so  obnoxious  were  some  of  these  taxes 
in  Pennsylvania,  that  we  need  not  now  be  told  of 
the  insurrection  ajg^inst  them,  and  the  army  that 
marched'to  quell  it.  And  yet,  sir,  the  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  McKee)  and  the 
honorable  member  from  rennsylvantEi(Mr.  Smi- 
lie)  are  among  the  most  strenuous  advocates  of 
this  system ;  Init  when  its  bearing  on  their  con- 
stituents is  understood,  they  will  forgive  them. 
I  am  not  one  of  the  admirers  of  such  disinterested 
patriotism,  and  such  devotion  to  impose  equal 
taxes  on  all  for  the  '^^  general  defence  and  com- 
mon welfare."  However,  1  trust  that  this  ques- 
tion will  not  be  settled  by  their  standard,  but  by 
the  standard  of  the  Constitution.  And'  that  I,  ms 
a  Representative  ot  Maryland,  shall  be  excused 
for  endeavorine  to  prevent  my  constituents  from 
bearing  more  than  their  just  proportion  of  taxes, 
when  I  pledge  myself,  they  will  always  be  ready 
and  willing  to  pay  their  just  proportion  in  blood 
or  treasure  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  a  bleeding 
country,  and  six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  impressed  seamen. 

Messrs.  McKe^,  SMiLiE,and  Cheves,  supported 
the  motion. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeaa  70,  nays  53,  as  follows: 

YiAs— WiUis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Aodarson,  Stor- 
eiMoa  Archer,  Eaekisl  BacOn,  Burweli  Busstt,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  WU- 
liam  A.  Burweli,  Willitm  BuOer,  John  C.  Odhoaa, 
Langdon  Chevea,  Lewis  Condict,  Roger  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  £lias  Earle,  William  Findley, 
Meshack  Franklm,  Thomas  G^olson,  Thomas  R.  CkM» 
Peterson  Ooodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Orandy, 
BolHng  HaU,Obed  Hail,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Ha^, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  R.  King,  Ahner  Lacock,  Peter  LiUle,  WiUiam 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Amnah  Metcali^  James  Milnor, 
Samuel  L.  MaldiiU,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormtby, 
Israel  Pickens,  WiUiam  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  Jan., 
Peter  B.  Porter.  Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  Bam* 
uel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer 
3age,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Beybert, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  William 
Strong,  Uri  Tracy,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M*  Troup, 
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Charles  Turner,  jr.,  William  Widgery,  and  Richard 
"Winn. 

Nats — John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Abijah  Bipelow, 
Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran, 
William  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Samuel  Dins- 
moor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  James  Fisk,  Asa 
Fitch,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  John  A. 
Harper,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Le- 
fever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  Mc- 
Coy, Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  John  Randolph,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry 
M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  William  Rodman,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Diiniel  ShelTey,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
for  imposing  a  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  bushel 
on  imported  salt,  without  further  debate,  and  car- 
ried— yeas  66,  nays  54.  as  follows  : 
%  Ybas — WiUis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Stev- 

enson Archer,  Ezckiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Lewis  Condict,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goo^wyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hufly, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  William 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Ncwbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  (^rmsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Jas. 
Pleasants,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  J osi ah  Quincy,  William 
Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Rob- 
erts, Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  William 
Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  William  Widgery,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Abijah  Bigelow, 
Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Epa- 
phroditus Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  John  Dav- 
enport, jr«,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Charles  Goldsborough, 
Edwin  Gray,  John  A.  Harper,  AyleU  Hawes,  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr,  Benjamin  Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John 
Randolph,  WilHam  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
John  Rhea,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John 
Smith  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges, Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  Thomas 
Wiloon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  McKiM  then  renewed  his  motion  to  amend 
the  resolution  for  taxing  stills,  by  substituting  for 
a  part  of  it  the  following  clause  to  impose  a  duty : 

«  On  all  spirits  distilled  wholly  or  in  part  from  for- 


eign materials,  at  different  rates,  to  avenge  twotj' 
eight  cents  per  gallon. 

*'  On  all  spirits  distilled  wholly  from  domestic  growi 

and  produce,  at  any  distillery  where  there  are  oo«oi 

j  more  stills  of  more  capacity,  singly  or  together,  thin 

one  hundred  and  lilly  gallons,  at  different  rates,  to  t^ 

erage  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon. 

'*And  on  licences  to  distil  spirits  in  all  other  ftUb  it 
the  following  rates." 

[The  rates  which  follow  are  in  the  original  res- 
olution, $5  on  other  stills  employed  in  disiillinf 
from  fruit,  and  $15  on  all  other  stills  emplofei 
in  distilling  from  domestic  materials.] 

The  Speaker  declaring  it  to  be  necessary  that 
all  such  propositions  should  first  be  discussed  ii 
Committee  of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  to  recommit  the  resolotiofi 
proposed  to  be  amended,  to  a  Committee  of  tk 
Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  abore 
amendment. 

Thi^  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Jobnsoh.u^ 
Mr.  Smilie,  and  supported  by  Mr.  FibK,wbeo(^e 
House  adjourned  without  deciding  the  queuofl. 


Tuesday,  March  3. 
WAR  TAXES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  considerttioo  d 
the  order  of  the  day,  viz :  the  report  of  the  Coe- 
mitiee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  war  laxw. 

Mr.  McKim's  motion  to  recommit  to  a  Coo- 
mitlee  of  the  Whole  the  resolution  embracio^t 
tax  on  whibkey,  for  the  purpose  of  ameodifigit, 
being  still  under  consideration — 

Mr.  McKim  said,  when  this  subject  was  befoit 
the  Cummittee  of  the  Whole,  oo  Thursdar  lasL 
under  an  amendment  which  1  then  bad  tbekoBts 
to  offer  to  the  consideration  of  the  Coromlttee,! 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  object  of  tie 
amendment,  which  was  the  same  in  sabsiaoceas 
(hat  now  offered,  was  not  generally  uodei^iood. 
I  b<  lieved  many  gentlemen  supposed  tbatiDfs<)ie 
object  was  to  equalize  the  taxes  proposed,  or» 
modify  the  general  system  of  tatzation  propotfd 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  so  as 
that  it  should  have  a  more  egual  beariog  oa  tiie 
different  sections  of  the  coiintry,  and  oo  liie  dif- 
ferent classes  of  society.  This,  it  is  true,  Mr. 
Speaker,  was  io  part  my  object,  but  thisvaso&ly 
a  minor  part  of  iL 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  great  object  I  bad  in  view,bf 
the  amendment,  was  to  diminish  the  number  of 
the  taxes  proposed^  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  which  I  am  of  opinion  will  prodoce 
unnece^sary  discontent,  disgresa,  and  oppressioOf 
nearly  in  proporuon  to  the  number  of  items pc<h 
posed  to  be  taxed;  and  by  the  proposilioniW 
the  honor  to  submit,  a  tax  of  twenty-fire  ceotsa 
gallon  on  domestic  distilled  spirits,  I  believe  that 
six  millions  of  dollars  would  be  raised,  and  lius 
sum^  with  the  additional  import  duty.  toBoafe, 
and  other  direct  taxes  already  agreed  tobfik« 
House,  will  raise  more  than  the  sum  required  bf 
the  Government,  and,  if  the  amendment  be  agreed 
to,  we  may  safely  dismiss  all  the  other  iatersal 
uxea  proposed  by  the  committee.    To  provide  i 
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faod  that  would  enable  us  to  get  rid  of  the  other 
items  of  interDal  taxation,  so  odious  in  their  na- 
ture, and  so  oppressive  in  their  operation,  was 
the  principal  object  of  the  amendment  I  had  the 
honor  to  propose  to  the  fifth  resolution.  I  do 
consider  this  amendment  of  importance,  if  viewed 
in  its  operation  aud  effects  on  (he  sy^stera  of  tax- 
jitron  proposed,  or  as  it  may  hare  a  bearmg  on 
the  interests,  the  ease,  and  happiness  of  the  Anier* 
ican  people ;  and  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
mj  object  in  offering  the  amendment  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  was  not  fully  understood.  I 
hope  the  House  will  indulge  me  by  going  again 
inio  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  order  that 
the  subject,  now  better  understood,  may  there  be 
discussed. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  propose  by  their  report  to  raise  by  inter- 
nal, direct,  and  indirect  taxes  the  sum  of  four 
million  seven  hundred  and  twenty  five  thousand 
dollars,  as  follows : 
On  licenses  to  distil  spirits,  the  sum  of  9275.000 
On  retailing  licenses         ...    500,000 
On  auction  licenses  -        -        *        -     150,000 
Excise  on  refined  sugar    ...    200.000 
By  carriage  tax         ....    150,000 
By  stamp  tax 450,000 


1,725,000 
■  3^000,000 


And  by  land  and  other  direcft  taxes 


Total  of  internal  taxes  proposed        -  4.725.000 


The  amendment  I  have  proposed,  of  twenty- 
G^e  cents  a  gallon  on  domestic  distilM  spirits, 
may  safely  be  relied  on  to  produce  Rwe  or  six 
millions  of  dollars.  This,  with  the  other  taxes 
agreed  to  by  tlife  House,  #ill  give  more  money 
than  is  required  to  be  raised  by  the  report  of  the 
committee ;  and  with  this,  if  the  amendment  be 
agreed  to,  we  may  dismiss  all  the  other  internal 
taxes  proposed.  The  land  tax,  the  stamp  tax,  and 
all  the  other  internal  taxes,  may  be  dismissed,  and 
with  them  tbe  trouble,  the  distress,  and  the  op- 
pression, that  must  necessarily  resdlt  from  their 
imposition  and  collection. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  estimated  the  product  of 
the  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  on  domes- 
tic distilled  spirits  at  five  or  six  millions  of  dol- 
lars. The  quantity  distilled  the  last  year  appears, 
by  return^  made  by  marshals,  pursuant  to  a  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  to  be  a  small  fraction  under 
twenty- four  millions  of  gallons.  Frotn  those 
data  gentlemen  will  be  able  to  oalculate  for  them- 
selves, arfcd  satisfy  themselves  of  the  correctness 
of  my  estimate.  But  I  have  referred  to  a  docu- 
ment that  I  believe  has  never  been  laid  before 
the  House :  the  return  of  domestic  manufactures, 
made  by  the  marshals,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
present  session.  This  return  was  made  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  by  him  transmit- 
ted to  the  Committee  or  Commerce  and  Manu- 
nictores.  It  was  examined  by  the  members  of 
.that  committee,  and  by  several  other  members  of 
this  House.  I  think  I  have  stated  the  quantity 
of  these  spirita  truly ;  bat  if  not,  I  hope  some  gen- 


tlemen who  has  seen  the  document  will  correct 
me.  If  we  should  be  engaged  in  war,  and  I  see 
no  possible  way  to  avoid  it,  unless  we  bring  on 
ourselves,  and  on  the  nation,  the  utmost  degree 
of  degradation  and  disgrace,  then  that  supply  of 
foreign  spirits,  which  we  have  heretofore  derived 
from  the  British  West  Indies,  will  be  in  a  great 
measure  cut  ofi";  and  in  that  event,  the  home  dis- 
tillation will  probably  be  increased  to  twenty- 
eight  or  thirty  millions  of  gallons.  But  twenty- 
four  millions  will  answer  my  purpose;  twenty- 
four  millions,  if  the  amendment  be  adopted,  will 
yield  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars,  and  will  en- 
able us  to  dismtss  all  the  other. internal  taxes  pro- 
posed by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  taken  a  stand  that  can- 
not be  receded  from-^a  stand  that  will  create  ex- 
pense; and  having  voted  with  the  majority  to 
raise  armies,  to  equipnhe  navy,  and  for  a  variety 
of  other  measures  of  a  warlike  aspect,  I  think  it 
ro^  duty  not  to  refuse  the  means  of  payment.  I 
will,  therefore,  not  interfere  with  the  system  of 
taxation  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  until  I  have  first  found  a  substitute. 
I  will  not  refuse  any  of  the  taxes  they  propose 
antil  I  have  selected  some  more  suitable  subject 
of  taxation — one  that  will  ina;ke  the  system  ope- 
rate more  equally  on  the  difllerent  sections  of  the 
country,  and  that  will  be  less  oppressive  in  its 
operation.  I  do  not  like  the  system  that  is  pro- 
posed. I  think  it  too  difiusive ;  that  it  embraces 
too  many  objeots ;  that  it  will  require  too  maoy 
officers ;  and  that  it  will  be  unnecessarily  tronble- 
some  and  oppressive  in  its  operation*  I  will 
amend  it  if  i  can ;  but  if  I  cannot — if  the  amend- 
ment I  have  proposed  shall  not  obtain — much  as 
I  dislike  it,  I  will  take  it  as  it  is.  I  think  it  my 
duty,  under  existing  cireumstan^es,  to  concur  in 
raising  the  necessary  supplies  in  the  most  eligible 
and  least  oppressive  form  I  can  obtain  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  tax  I  propose  is  said  to  be 
odious^  because  it  is  »n  excise.  True,  it  is  odious ; 
and  all  other  internal  taxes  are  odious,  and  nearly 
equalljr  odious,  whether  they  be  in  the  nature  of 
an  excise,  or  in  any  other  A>rm.  But  will  a  tax 
of  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  on  domestic  .spirits 
be  more  odious  than  an  excise  on  refined  sugar  ? 
Will  it  be  more  odious  than  a  stamp  tax,  or  a 
land  tax,  or  any  other  of  the  internal  taxer,  pro- 
pped by  the  committee  1  I  think  not.  Ana  by 
the  adoption  of  this,  we  npay  dismiss  all  the  others ; 
by  the  adoption  of  this,  we  may  strike  ofi*  five- 
sixths  of  them,  and  about  five-sixths  of  all  the 
trouble,  vexation,  distress,  and  oppression,  they 
will  produce;  I  beg  gentlemen  to  look  at  this, ' 
and  compare  the  operation  of  the  system,amended 
as  I  have  proposed,  with  what  it  will  be  in  its 
present  form.  In  its  present  form,  a  multitude  of 
legal  provisions  must  be  consulted  and  obeyed. 
You  must  be  watched  and  controlled  in  the  man- 
agement of  your  concerns,  and  many  will  be 
dunnedy  executed,  and  perplexed,  by  a  swarm  of 
officers,  that  most  be  appointed  to  carry  the  sys- 
tem into  effect,  and  a  rast  patronage  will  be 
created,  that  one  day  or  another  may  be  danger- 
ous to  the  liberties  of  the  country.    It  the  amend- 
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mtni  prevails,  no  trouble  or  vexation  can  acerae 
to  the  people  generally  from  the  operation  of  ihe 
tax  it  proposes.  The  great  mass  of  the  people 
will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  only  to  pay  a 
little  more  when  they  buy  their  liquor.  The? 
will  have  no  laws  to  consult,  no  officers  to  watcn 
or  restrain  them  in  their  business,  none  to  dun, 
▼ex,  or  execute  them.  The  distiller  will  pay  the 
entire  of  this  tax  in  the  first  instance,  but  in  that 
he  is  not  injured  ;  he  will  recover  it  back  in  the 
sales  of  his  liqQor  ;  he  adds  the  duty  to  the  cost 
of  the  article,  and  fixes  a  general  price  to  cover 
both  cost  and  duty,  and  to  yield  the  profit  he  pro- 
poses to  himself  by  the  business;  and  the  duty  is 
made  to  yield  him  as  good  a  profit  as  he  has  on 
the  cost  of  the  article;  and  frequently  he  will  be 
in  cash,  by  sales,  for  part  of  the  duty  before  he  is 
called  on  to  pay  it.  It  is  .true  the  distillers  will 
have  some  trouble ;  they  will  have  to  consult  the 
law  and  obey  it,  and  they  will  be  visited  by  offi- 
cers. This,  Mr.  Speakeri  is  much  to  be  regretted; 
bi|t,  if  our  rights  are  to  be  defended,  the  Govern- 
ment must  raise  money  by  internal  taxes;  none 
of  them  will  give  kss  trouble  than  this;  and 
many  of  them  much  more.  Each  of  the  internal 
taxes  proposed  by  the  committee,  will*  I  conceive, 
be  productive  of  as  much  trouble  and  distress  as 
this,  and  will  not  altogether  produce  as  muoh 
money  as  this. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  tax  is  said  to  be  odious^  but 
why  is  it  odious  7  Will  it  operate  more  oppres- 
sively than  any  of  the  internal  taxen  proposed  by 
the  committee  ?  It  will  not;  and  if,  by  the  adop- 
tion of  this,  we  get  rid  of  many  of  those,  its  ope- 
ration singly  will  be  much  less  oppressive  than 
their  operation  jointly.  I  care  nothing  for  names. 
When  a  tax  is  to  be  paid,  the  people  do  not  ask 
what  it  is  called;  they  ask  how  much  they  have 
to  pay,  anrd  how  much  trouble  the  laving  and  col- 
.  lection  of  it  will  impose  on  them.  The  tax  which 
is  easiest  paid,  that  gives  the  least  trouble,  and  is 
the  least  oppressive,  will  be  preferred  by  the 
people,  and  ought  to  be  preferred  by  this  House. 
The  honorable  committee  have  admitted  the  ex- 
cise principle  of  taxation;  they  have  recom«* 
mended  an  excise  oo  refined  sugar ;  and  will  they 
say  that  an  excise  on  spirit  is  odious,  and  that  an 
excise  on  refined  suear  is  innoxious  and  in  unison 
with  the  American  feding?  Surely  they  will  not. 
The  same  odious  use  of  power  that  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  its  execution  i;i  the  one,  will  be  neces- 
sary in  the  other.  This  tax  on  refined  sugar  will 
produce  but  a  trifle;  on  spirits  it  will  produce  all 
the  money  required ;  and  if  you  adopt  it  on  the 
latter,  you  may  dismiss  it  from  the  former. 

Mr.  Speaker,  some  gentlemen  have  expressed 
a  wish  that  I  would  be  satisfied  with  a  tax  of  ten 
or  twelve  cents  per  gallon  on  home-distilied 
spirits.  This  would  not  answer  the  purpose  I 
have  in  view  ;  it  would  not  raise  the  money  re- 
quired ;  and  would  not  enable  us  to  set  rid  of  the 
other  odious  internal  taxes  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee. This  object  I  have  steadily  in  view,  to 
reduce  the  number  of  the  taxes  proposed^  which 
will,  I  conceive,  proportionably  reduce  the  trouble, 
expense,  and  distress,  that  will  result  from  the 


proposed  system  of  taxation;  each  tax  will  hare 
Its  laws  to  be  consulted  i  its  officers  to  control 
your  will  in  the  management  of  your  concerat; 
each  will  produce  its  peculiar  difficulties  and  dis- 
tress ;  and  the  more  you  can  reduce  their  number 
the  more  you  will  diminish  the  troubles  and  dis- 
tresses of  the  system.  But  I  have  voted  the  ex- 
pense^ and  I  will  not  reduce  the  means  of  pay- 
ment ;  I  will  take  the  taxes  in  the  best  form  I 
can  get  them.  I  have  thouffbt  a  tax  of  tweoty- 
five  cents  a  gallon  on  home-distilled  spirits  neces- 
sary to  equalize  the  burden  of  taxes,  as  they  will 
operate  on  the  diflerent  sections  of  the  Union,  and 
on  the  diflerent  classes  of  society. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  objected  to  by  my  friends 
from  the  Westward,  a3  operating  with  peculiar 
hardship  on  that  section  of  the  country.  We  are 
told  by  my  honorable  friend,  who  last  spoke,  (Mr. 
Gbundt,)  that  almost  their  entire  crops  of  grain 
are  distilled ;  that  whiskey  is  in  general  use  to 
the  westward ;  that  it  is  the  general  beverage  of 
the  country ;  and  if  a  tax  be  laid  on  this  article, 
it  will  be  a  tax  on  the  industry  of  the  Westero 
country  that  must  check  its  rising  prosperity; 
^hat  I  may  well  advocate  this  tax,  coming  from 
Maryland,  where  no  whiskey  is  distilled,  and 
where  I  woold  not  be  affected  by  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  a  considerable  quantity  of  spirit 
is  distilled  in  Maryland,  and  a  considerable  quaa- 
tity  of  it  is  consumed  there ;  and  much  that  cooes 
from  the  Western  country,  whence  it  is  brought  for 
a  market,  is  there  consumed.  The  consumer  pays 
the  duty.  People  of  the  Western  country  makeit, 
those  on  the  seaboard  consume  it ;  and  as  far  as 
this  goes,  the  people  on  the  seaboard  pay  the  doty; 
and  those  to  the  westward  enjoy  the  benefit.  Bat 
I  have  no  doubt  this  kind  of  spirit  is  produced  in 
much  greater  al^undaoce  in  the  interior,  and  to 
the  w^stw^rd,  than  it  is  in  Maryland. 

Mr.  Speaker,  our  Western  friends  have  gener- 
ally voted  freely  to  impose  an  additional  duty  of 
thirty  or  forty  cents  per  gallon  on  imported  spir- 
its. The  original  duty  oo  the  importation  of  (ifis 
luxury  was  thirty  or  forty  cents  per  gallon,  it  will 
now,  by  the  aid  of  their  votes,  have  to  pay  a  tax 
of  sixty  or  eighty  cents,  and  I  do  not  know  bat 
one  hundred  cents  the  gallon.  Foreign  $pifi(^ 
are^ consumed  almost  exclusively  in  the  towns, 
and  on  the  seaboard;  they  are  scarcely  to  be  met 
with  in  the  interior,  except  in  towns  and  in  public 
houses ;  and  is  it  just  or  equal  to  lay  a  tax  that 
shall  obliffe. one  section  of  the  country  to  drink 
spirit,  if,  they  drink  it  at  all,  trader  a  ux  of  from 
sixty  to  eighty  or  even  one  hundred  cenu  per  gal- 
lon, and  to  suffer  other  sections  to  drink  it  at  about 
one  ceut  the  gallon ;  for  the  duty  pronosed  to  be 
laid  on  the  capacity  of  stills,  will  produce  about 
one  ceut  per  galloa  on  the  quantrty  distilled  in 
the  United  States  7  What  is  there  in  this  article, 
that  it  must  not  be  approached  by  the  unhallowed 
hand  of  the  tax-^therer  ?  It  is  not  a  necessary 
of  life,  but  a  pernicioua  luxury,  injurious  to  mor- 
als, and  in  its  efieets  tending  to  disturb  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  society.  The  aggregate  quan- 
tity distilled  in  the  United  States  is  great,  bat  the 
individual  consumption  is  small    It  is  in  general 
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use;  you  caa  scarcely  enter  a  house,  where  you 
may  not  get  a  glass  of  spirits.  It  is  therefore  a 
fit  subject  of  revenue;  and  when  we  are  obliged 
to  resort  to  internal  taxes,  I  can  see  no  reason  why 
this  article  should  be  exempt  from  the  common 
fate  of  other  luxuries. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  h^^vy  additional  duty  which 
our  Western  friends  have  enabled  us  to  impose 
OD  foreign  spirits,  will  act  as  a  bounty  on  home 
distillation.  The  more  we  embarrass  the  import- 
ation of  foreign  spirits  by  taxation,  the  more  we 
encourage  the  home  distillation  ;  and  I  do  think 
our  Western  brethren  ought  to  bear  a  similar  bur- 
den to  that  they  have  voted  to  impose  on  other 
sections  of  i\\e  country.  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  the  Western  section  of  the 
country  has  less  reason  to  refuse  a  fair  participa- 
tion in  the  taxes  to  be  raised,  than  any  other  sec- 
tion of  the  Union,  because  they  will  derive  more 
benefit,  probably,  from  the  expenditure  of  the  tax 
than  any  other*  The  Army  of  the  United  States 
has  been  for  years  past  almost  exclusively  within 
the  reach  of  th^ir  market.  They  have  enjoyed, 
and  will  enjoy,  the  benefit  of  the  soldiers'  pay 
expended  among  them^  and  the  benefit  of  a  mar- 
ket for  their  provisions,  their  whiskey  and  other 
articles,  to  supply  the  Army  which  the  tax  is  in- 
tended to  support:  and  I  did  expect  that  they 
would  not  have  refused  to  suffer  their  whiskey  to 
bear  a  part  of  the  tax. 

Mr.  Speaker,  my  honorable  friend  from  Penn- 
sylviinia,  (Mr.  Smilie,)  the  correctness  of  whose 
political  course  I. have  had  so  many  occasions  to 
admire  and  respect,  considers  a  tax  on  domestic 
distilled  spirits  an  odious  tax,  because  it  is  an  ex- 
cise, and  he  has  taken  the  trouble  to  quote  Black- 
stone  at  considerable  length,  to  prove  that  it  is 
odious  and  oppressive.  The  gentleman  might 
have  spared  this  trouble — it  was  not  necessary  to 
invoke  foreign  aid  on  this  subiect;  we  all  know 
that  it  is  odious;  we  have  all  had  the  experience 
of  an  excise  at  hoo^e ;  and  of  a  stamp  taxj  and  of 
ail  the  other  internal  taxes  now  proposed  to  be 
laid.  We  know  that  they  were  all  odious,  and 
that  they  were  all  oppressive ;  and  this  knowledge 
makes  me  wish  to  reduce  their  number,  to  dimin- 
ish their  odium,  and  as  far  as  possible  avert  the 
oppression;  for  the  odium  and  oppression  will  be 
nearly  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  taxes  em' 
braced  by  the  system. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  see  what  ii.is.  in  this  tax 
on  home  distillatipn,  that  is  so  odious  and  oppres- 
sive— the  people  generally  will  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it,  they  wiU  neither  see  nor  feel  its  opera- 
tion in  any  other  way  than  in  the  price  ot  the 
spirits  th^y  consume.  The  ditiiiller  pays  the  en- 
tire tax,  and  recovers  it  back  in  the  sale  of  his 
liquor.  It  will  ffive  the  distillers  spme  trouble, 
and  we  may  su^r  some  abase  in  the  collection  ; 
but  I  see  no  necessity  for  more  trouble  and  abuse 
in  this,  than  in  the  sugar  excise,  the  land  tax,  or 
almost  any  of  the  other  taxes  proposed ;  and  this 
being  iQUch  more  productive  than  all  the  others 
together,  is  on  that  account  entitled  to  oor  prefer- 
ence.. The  people  at  large  can  only  be  effected 
by  this, tax,  in  a  pecuniary  way,  in  an  amount 


not  greater  than  the  amount  of  duty  on  the  quai^- 
tity  of  spirits  they  severally  consume,  which  can- 
not be  much. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  inclined  to  an  opinion,  that 
it  would,  among  the  less  wealthy  part  of  the  com-  . 
munity,  be  a  family  of  some  little  extravagance 
that  would  use  more  than  one  barrel  of  this  spirit 
in  a  year.  The  tax  on  that  quantity,  at  twenty- 
five  cents,  as  proposed,  will  be  seven  dollars  and 
fifty  cents;  but  it  is  probable  that  more  than  fif- 
teen' gallons  a  year  would  not  be  consumed  by  a 
common-sized  family  of  sober  habits — and  if  they 
be  not  sober,  no  care'  of  ours  can  save  them  from 
difficulties.  The  duty  on  fifteen  gallons  will  be 
three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents ;  wealthy  fam- 
ilies, if  they  use  more  of  the  article,  have  more 
abundant  means  to  pay ;  the  rich  are  never  in  dis- 
tress in  this  way :  if  it  is  oppressive  to  any  part  of 
the  comiAunity,  it  will  be  so  to  the  pqorer  classes  of 
society.  But  neither  seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 
nor  three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  to  a  fam- 
ily, can  be  considered  as  a  burdensome  contribu- 
tion for  the  support  of  Government.  The  rights 
and  interest  of  the  American  people  must,  indeed, 
be  estimated  at  a  low  rate  by  that  man  who  woulcl 
not  cheerfully  pay  either  of  thes^  sums  for  their 
defence. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  sub- 
mit these  observations  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  I  think  the  amendment  I  had  the  honqr 
to  move,  important  in  the  bearing  it  will  have  on 
tjhe  ease  and  comfort  of  individuals,  and  on  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  FfNDLEY  had  no  intention  to  detaiii  this 
House  by  a  reply  to  all  the  observations  tnade  by 
the  honorable  mover  and  the  supporter  of  the 
motion,  (Messrs.  McKtM  and  Wriqht.)  because 
he  presumed  tbe  principal  efibct  these  observa- 
tions would  have  on  the  majority  of  the  House, 
would  be  to  convince  them  that  the  gentlemen 
themselves  did  not  understand  the  subject.  The 
resolution  appeared  higblv  objectionable  on  sev- 
eral grounds.  It  proposed  to  introduce  the  prin- 
ciple of  excise  with  its  host  of  officers,  and  which 
always  has  been  and  always  will  be  a  fertile 
source  of  perjury  and  frauds.  It  Was  so  in  this 
country  during  the  small  trial  that  was  made  of 
it,  notwithstandidg  all  the  care  of  Government, 
and  the  nunaerous  amendments  from  time  to  time 
made  by  Congress.  In  Britain  it  is  well  known 
that  oaths  respecting  "excises  acquire  no  confi- 
dence either  with  the  Government,  or  with  th^ 
f)eople.  They  have  sometimes  locked  the  distil- 
ers  out  of  the  stilL-houses,  and  sometimes  locked 
them  in  for  times  prescribed,  and  they  have  ap- 
pointed officers  to  watch  other  officers,  and  itiner 
rant  officers  to  watch  all  the  others  at  uncertain 
times;  but  all  does  dot  do.  No  law  can  make 
officers  honest  where  the  temptations  are  so 
great,  and  the  security  depends  only  on  oaths. 
Mr.  F.  appealed  to  the  reports  of  the  committee 
of  Parliament  on  that  subject.  He  added,  that 
as  in  Britain  excises  were  levied  on  a  vast  vari- 
ety of  subjects,  and  under  perpetual  appropria- 
tions to  the  support  of  the  public  debt,  they  could 
not  be  repealed.     When  the  experiment   was 
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made  in  tbis  country  the  excise  was  spread  over 
but  few  objects.  On  the  snuflT  the  frauds  were 
such  as  made  it  a  certain  loss  to  th&  reirenue; 
therefore  it  was  first  postponed  and  afterwards 
repealed,  and  as  soon  as  the  excise  on  distilled 
spirits  was  released  from  the  appropriations  by 
tne  abundance  of  other  revenues,  it  was  also  re- 
pealed after  a  fair  experiment  had  been  made; 
and  he  Wtis  confident  that  Congress  would  not 
now  introduce  that  fertile  source  of  corruption 
and  discontent  with  respect  to  only  a  single  item 
of  the  proposed  taxes. 

The  opposition  made  on  a  former  occasion  to 
the  excise  on  distilled  spirits  in  a  part  of  the  two 
of  the  w^tern  counties  in  Pennsylvania  has  been 
brought  into  view  by  an  honorable'  gentleman, 
with  a  view  to  give  an  impression  as  if  in  that 
place  only  it  was  disapproved  of;  but  this  was 
not  the  case.  When  President  Washington 
was  at  Carlisle,  where  the  right  wing  of  the 
Army  was  on  their  march  to  the  westward  to 
suppress  this  opposition  to  the  excise,  Mr.  F.  said, 
that  though  there  had  been  then  no  disturbance 
in  the  county  in  which  he  resided,  yet  another 
messenger  and  himself  were  sent  with  assuran- 
ces to  the  President  that  the  op^iosition  was  th^n 
in  so  great  a  measure  suppressed,  that  the  further 
march  of  thie 'Array  would  not  be  necessaiy. 
'the  President,  after  expressing  his  regret  that 
these  assurances  had  not  been  given  before  the 
Army  was  rendezvoused,  said  that  helcnew  that 
80  great  an  arihy  was  not  necessary  for  that  ob- 
ject, but  that  there  were  great  symptoms  of  dis- 
content not  only  in  other  parts  of  tnat  State  but 
in  Maryland,  which  were  in  danger  of.  spreading 
still  further.  That  on  this  account  he  had  thouglu 
it  his  duty-  to  call  forth  so  great  a  force  as  not 
only  to  convince  those  who  had  siven  the  dis- 
turbance, but  all  parts  of  the  ifnited  States, 
that  the  citizens  would.'  when  called  upon,  turn 
out  in  support  of  the  execution  of  their  laws. 
Mr.  F.  said  that  the  honorable  member  from 
Maryland  who  moved  and  supported  the  resolu- 
tion will  recollect,  that  about  that  time  there 
were  some  disturbances  in  that  State  on  the  ac- 
count of  the  excise.  It  was  well  known  at  that 
day  that  the  patriotic  army  who  marched  on  that 
occasion  generally,  when  opportunity  offered,  de- 
clared their  disapprobation  of  the  excise  system, 
but  at  the  same  time  their  abhorrence  of  an  un- 
constitutionalopposition  to  a  Constitutional  layv. 
It  is  also  well  known  that  the  repeal  of 'the  ex- 
cise gave  general  satisfaction,  while  at  the  same 
time  many  thought  the  repeal  of  several  other 
taxes  that  did  not  depend  on  the  excise  system 
improper. 

Mr.  F.  said  that  though  this  was  the  greatest, 
it  was  not  the  only  objection  to  the  resolution. 
It  was,  besides  this,  unjust,  impolitic,  and  decep- 
Cious — it  was,  in  fact,  a  tax  directly  on  agricul- 
ture— it  was  a  tax  on  their  rye-fields.  By  a  let- 
ter on  his  table,  just  received,  he  was  informed 
that  his  family  had  sold  as  much  rye  to  the  dis- 
tillers as,  with  what  will  be  distilled  for  his  own 
family  use,  would  produce  by  the  proposed  excise 
one  hundred  dollars  tax,  whereas  the  rye  of  which 


it  will  be  made  would  sell  for  about  one-half  that 
amount ;  and,  estimating  from  the  amount  of  the 
former  direct  tax,  is  about  ten  times  as  much  ai 
by  the  proposed  direct  tax  will  be  charged  oo  hb 
whole  plantation  and  stock.  This  he  tbooght 
was  both  unjust  and  impolitic.  It  would  be 
much  better  policy  to  charge  it  directly  on  the 
rye  received  by  the  distiller,  at  a  proper  estimate 
of  what  the  bushels  of  rye  would  produce.  This 
would  be  much  more  simple  ana  certain,  tbta 
charging  it  on  the  spirits  distilled,  by  hired  still- 
ers,  and  which  mignt  easily"  be  much  of  it  dis- 
posed of  without  the  knowledge  of  the  owaer, 
even  if  he  was  so  hottest  as  not  to  connive  at  it. 

Much  mi^ht  be  said  a|;ainst  the  impolicy  of 
oppressing,  if  not  destroying,  a  dofAestie  mana- 
facture  so  essentially  connected  with  agriculture, 
it  being  the  only  method  by  which  farmers,  at  a 
very  inconvenient  distance  from  market,  can  re- 
duce their  grain  to  such  a  portable  form  as  to  be 
the  more  easily  carried  to  a  dlsunce.  The  at- 
tempt to  do  so  is  the  more  extraordinary  at  t 
time  when  every  other  manufacture  is  eocpor- 
aged.  tiut  the  honorable  mover  proposes  to  pro- 
mote morality  by  renderio|r  it  more  difficult toget 
drunk.  Mr.  F.  eaid  that  if  there  Were  no  spiriti 
distilled  from  the  produce  of  the  farm,  there  are 
other  beverases  by  the  use  of  which  people  might 
and  often  did  get^  drunk.  The  drunkard  wooU 
have  his  drink.  But  not  to  detain  the  House  fa^ 
ther,  be  would  assure  the  honorable  mo?er  that 
his  estimated  millions  for  the  amount  of  therer- 
enue  thus  to  be  obtained  would  vanish ;  if  the  Reso- 
lution takes  efiect,  he  would  put  in  no  more  ^ 
than  would  be  sufficient  to  feed  his  horses.  He 
would  not  pay  one  hundred  dollars  of  a  tax  oa 
the  produce  of  eight  or  ten  acres  of  rye;  aod  he 
would  not  be  aloo6.  it  would  be  general.  Beiiif 
confident  that  the  House  will  not  suffer  the  weH* 
'digested  system  proposed  by  the  'Committee  (d 
Way»jind  Means  to  be  contaminated  by  theco^ 
rupiing  systems  of  excise,  nor  a  tax  so  oiyost 
and  deceptive  to  make  a  part  of  the  system,  he 
would  enlarge  no  further. 

Mr.  GnoNOY.— Mr.  Speaker:  On  the  preseal 
motion  to  recommit  so  much  of  riie  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as  respects  (he 
resolution  immediately  before  ti^,  in  order  to  ex- 
amine the  amendment  offered  by  the  geotletnao 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  McKjm.)  I  doubted  the  pro- 
priety of  enterinfi[  into  the  merits  of  that  propo- 
sition, apd  therefore  took  no  part  in  thediKOs- 
fiion  on  yesterday ;  but  from  ,ihe  course  the  de- 
bate has  taken,  I  do  not  know  that  a  inore  faro^ 
able  opportunity 'will  offer  to  exprcsr  my  vi«^ 
of  this  subject,  not  only  in  relation  to  the  t»x. 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  fVom  Maryiafid,bat 
also  in  reference  to  the  entire  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  The  honorable  ««*- 
ber  from  Maryland  proposes  to  impose  an  «w*?* 
of  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  on  all  spirits om^ 
tilled  from  domestic  materials  (fruit  excepted) 
within  the  United  State?.  To  this  ehaage  n 
the  plan  of  taxation  diffested  by  the  Commi^ 
of  Ways  and  Mjrans,  Thave  objecticwyoot  bot- 
tomed on  the  honest  prejudices  otVt^p^p^ 
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alone,- (mt  upon  the  immutable  prioeiples  of  jiHi- 
tice  and  equity,  which  will  be  violated  by  the 
operatiou  of  tie  proposed  system,  whatever  it 
sbalJ  be  resorted  to  in  this  country.  ^Bir,  I  coa- 
sidef  the  measure  proposed  hostile  to  the  per- 
sonal libertjr  and  security  of  the  citizen,  which 
legislators  should  at  aH  times  attentively  regard; 
and  I  consider  it  also  subversive  of  that^eoeral 
distribution  of  public  burdens  on  varioussections 
of  the  Union,  which,  as  far  as  practidfble,  should 
be  an  object  of  primary  attentionv^The  princi- 
ples of  an  excise  system  are  justly  odious  in  this 
and  every  cither  free  country.  Because  they  sub- 
ject the  domicfl,  and  every  apartment  provided 
for  the  comfort  of  civilized  man,  to  the  uncere- 
monious visit  and  search  of  a  train  of  petty  offi- 
cers—men whose  powers  cannot  be  strictly  de- 
fined by  lav^— andjif  defined,  would  too  often  be 
disregarded.  The  powers  of  such  officers,  if  you 
mean  that  vqiir  laws  shall  be  enforced;  most  be 
incoropaiible  with  the  immunities  held  sacred  fn 
the  domestic  relations  of  society. 

Permit  me,  sir,  for  a  momenrto  glance  a^  the 
causes  out  of  which  the  contest  in  which  we  are 
about  to  engare  has  arisen.     We  complain  (and 
justly)  of  violations  of  our  national  rights  on  the 
high  seas;  and  to  restore  these  rights  tb  their  le- 
gitimate standing,  we  have  determined  to  exert 
our  strength  against  one  of  theT great  belligerents 
of  Europe,  unless  that  Power  shall  within  a 
short  period  voltintarilv  surrender  its  unjust  pre- 
tensions, and  eease  its  laMTless  agressions  on  the 
persons  andyproperty  of  our  citizens  navigating 
the  ocean v1  admit,  it  is  net  for  thel)enefit  o?  com- 
mercial men  alone  we  are  contending;  the  best 
interests  of  the  agricuhurist  are  involved  in  the 
prot^stioa  of  commerce,  which,  as  in  independ- 
ent nation,  we  can  never  relinquish^  At  the  same 
time,  1  wish  it  lorhe  understood:  that  I  can  never 
consent  to  destroy  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the 
country  for  the  attainment  of  an  object  not  jn*- 
dtspensahle  to  oor  national  existence.    No,  sir,  I 
will  never  surrender  the  proud  privilege  of  an 
American  citizen  to  repose  in  quiet  and  safety 
under  bis  own  roof,  for  any  consideration  what- 
ever.   Let  us  consecrate  the  maxim  that  a  man's 
house  is  his  castle^  where  the  owner  ftnds  an  asy- 
lum in  which  he  is  sole  master.    Better  would  it 
be  to  leave  our  countrymen  abroad  to  the  chan- 
ges and  chances  of  fortune,  than  to  subject  our 
citizens  at  home  to  the  arbitrary  details  of  an 
excise  duty  on  the  products  of  their  industry, 
which  must  lead  to  the  destruction  of  individual 
libmy,  happiness,  and  security.    Sir,  willing  as  I 
believe  the  people  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 
are  to  contribute  their  just  proportion  of  any  rev- 
enue which  the  exigencies  of  the  country  may 
require,  and  to  exert  their  physical  force  to  assert 
the  rights  and  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  coun- 
try, yet  1  will  never  agree  that  their  houses  of 
every  description  shall  be  thrown  open  to  the  in- 
speeHon  of  excise  officers,  who  would  often  find 
a  pretext  for  such  a  demand  to  evince  the  pleni- 
tude of  their  power,  and  from  various  motives 
would  vex  and  harass  the  best  citizens.    These] 
remarks  I  thought  it  proper  to  make,  in  order  to  I 


lest  the  principle  contained  in  the  amendment 
offVred  by  the  gentlemen  from  Maryland.  I  en- 
treat the  House  to  remember,  that  principles  do 
not  change  with  circumstances,  and  that  it  is 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  foundation  of  re- 
publican Governments;  and  with  the  genius  of 
the  American  Constitution,  to  permit  private 
property  to  be  invaded  at  the  arbitrary  caprice  of 
public  functionaries. 

I  have  said  that  a  rax  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
gallon  on  whiskey  will  operate  almost  exchisi  veiy 
on  particular  sections  of  the  coontryjrit  is  a 
fact  well  known,  t|iat  the  Western  Slates,  to 
whieh  may  be  added-a  part  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia,  distil  more  whiskey  than  all  the  other 
Stales  in  ihe  Union.v^od  can  gentlemen  think 
it  reasonable  that  these  Slates  should  pay  so 
great  a  proportion  ot  the  money  to  be  raised  by 
taxation  ?       . 

Situated  at  a  remote  distance  from  the  only 
market  at  which  they  can  vend  the  surplus  pro- 
duoiS'Of  their  labor,  the  inequality  which  would 
be  introduced  by  this  am'endment  would  produce 
the  most  oppressive  effects  upoiythe  people  of  the 
Western  country.    But,  sir,  We  are  told  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (*Mr.  M.cKIm.)  that  a 
tax  on  tbia  article  will  diminish  the  quantity 
consumed^  and  rhereby  check  the  vicious  babiu 
of  intemperance,  ancK  promote  the  great  cause  of 
virtue  and  moralit^.In  these  moral  reflections, 
on  which' the  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to 
dwell  with  so  much  zeal  and  confidence,  it  is  a 
matter  of  astonishment  that  he  did  not  include 
tbe  consumers  of  brandy  in  the  Statb  in  part  rep- 
resented by  bimaelf.    Adopt  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman,  and  the  Maryland  farmer  who 
distils  his  two,  three,  or  ibur  thousand  gallons  of 
brandy  from   his  large  and   profitable  orcbanL 
will  pav  to  the  United  Statea  the  small  sum  of 
five  dollars  a  year  on  each  si  ill  employed,  while 
the  distillers  of  grain  in  the  Western  country  are 
called  on  to  distribute  nearly  one  hundred  per 
cent,  on  the  preseac  valve  of  all  the  spiriu  ctii* 
tilled. fjkhope  the  honorable  gentleman  will  com- 
mence his  good  'Work  of  reformation  among  the 
brandy-drinkers  of  his  own    State,  before  he 
strides  over  the  Allegany  to  teach  us  lessons  of 
temperance,  and  that,  too,  by  the  imposition  of    / 
an  enormous  excise  to  enforce  their  observaace^/^ 
The  injustice  of  the  proposed  tax  is  tOo  obvious 
to  re<)aire  further  illustration,  and  I  should  now 
dismiss  the'subjept,  bat  for  the  libecality  of  sen- 
timent displayed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, (Mr.  PiaK,)  which  claims  a  momeni's  at- 
tention.   That  gentlen^an  it  seems  is  in  favoriaf 
this  mx,  because  hese^  in  it  a  relief  afforded  to 
his  Western  brethren  from  the > pressure  of  the 
direct  ^x.     We  duly  appreciate  the  motives  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  but  as  we  cannot  dis- 
cern the  advantages  of  relieving  our  constituents 
from  the  pay  meat,  of  about  four  hundred  thou- 
sand doHars,  bv  compelling  them  to  pay  four 
millions,  he  wiu  excuse  os  for  not  accepting  his 
beneficent  offer.    For,  sir,  in  fact  such  would  be 
the  effect  of  that  course  of  proceedings  recom- 
mended by  hiqi.    He  says  yon  can  raise  six  mil 
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lioDs  six  hundred  t4iousand  dollars  aanuall^r  by  a 
tax  of  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  on  whiskey. 
Canoot  every  man  see  that  at  least  four  millions 
of  this  sam  would  fall  on  that  section  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  which  I  have  before  described,  and 
this  sum  we  are  asked  to  pay  to  redeem  ourselves 
from  the  (payment  of  four  -hundred  thousand, 
which  will  be  nearly  oUr  proportion  of  the  direct 
tax. 

Mr.  Speaker:  There  are  other  objections  to 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  MarvUnd 
which  deserve  consideration.  We  all  profess  to 
desire  the  rapid  promotion  of  our  domestic  man- 
ufactures ;  protecting  duties  are  about  to  be  voted 
on  articles  of  foreign  manufactures,  to  give  to 
these,  I  mean  our  borne  establishments,  a  moirap- 
oly  in  the  markets  of  this  country  ;  and,  sir,  are 
We  not  departing  frotn  principles  of  sound  pol- 
icy, when  we  single  out  any  one  article  of  do- 
mestic manufactur-e,  tfnd  from  it  attempt  to  raise 
so  extravagant  a  sum  as  six  millions  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars'?  This  will  in  effect  produce  an 
increased  consumption  of  imported  spirits,  and 
spirits  distilled  from  foreign  materials.    - 

The  plan .  proposed  will  be  found  deceptive  in 
practice ;  the  law  will  be  evaded ;  the  tax  will 
be  so  oppressive  as  to  temp(  men  strongly  to  vio- 
late it.  And  stiould  this  take  place,  or  should  the 
quantity  distilled  be  greatly  diminished,  the  rev- 
enue of  the  country  will  \fail,  which  is  an  event 
in  a  state  of  war  prod  active  of  the  greatest-ca- 
lamities. Having  declared  my  intenUon  to  vote 
■  for  the  entire  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  I  ask  the  iftdulgenceof  the  House  to 
state  concisely  some  of  the  reasons  which  influ- 
ence my  conduct  on  this  occasion. 

At  the  opeaing  of  the  present  session  of  Con« 
gress,  the  President  informed  us  that  every  effort 
to  settle  our  differences  with  Qreat  Britain  by 
friendly  negotiation  had  been  employed  without 
effect.  Under  such  circumstances,  as  every  other 
expedient  had  failed,  we  determined  that  the  only 
justifiable  course  left  was  to  put  the  nation  in 
arms,  and  by  force  redress  the  violated  rights  and 
honor  of  an  injured  and  insulted  people.  We 
accordingly  provided  for  a  large  increase  of  the 
regular  army,  and  took  corresponding  measures 
to  meet  that  state  of  things  which  we  shortly  ex- 
pect. The  expenses  incident  to  -these  prepara- 
tions must  of  necessity  be  great;- we' were. com- 
pelled to  incur  them,  or  relinquish  the  ground  we 
nave  taken,  and  submit  tamely  to  British  inso- 
lence and  outrage. 

The  debt  has  been  created  on  the  contingency 
of  war,  and  we  are  bound  by  every  moral  and  po- 
litical consideration  to  provide  immediately  for 
the  punctual  discharge  ot  the  interest,  without  do- 
ing which  no  capitalist  in  the  coCintry  will  ad- 
vance the  sum  required.  Were  we  not  lo  make 
this  provision,  I  fear,  sir,  at  the  very  commence- 
ment of  this  contest  we  shonl()  bankrupt  the  credit 
of  the  nation.  It  is  admitted  by.  all,  that  the  aum 
asked  fur  by  the  committee  is  the  least  which  they 
could  have  demanded.  They  have  submitted  a 
plan  by  which' it  may  b6  raised,* and,  unless  some 
plan  less  objectionable  can  be  proposed,  we  ought 


surely  to  adopt  that  which  has  been  offered.  I 
frankly  own,  sir.  that  I  have  no  substitute  to  ten- 
der which  would  not  be  liable  to  all  theexceptioiks 
which  have  been  taken  to  the  report  under  cod- 
sideratioo*  I  wish  some  gentleman  would  enter 
upon  the  task  and  perform  U  to  the*  satisfaction 
ot  thisHouse  and  the  nation  ;  for  myself,  I  confess 
the  want,  of  talents  to  devise  a  plan  of  taxation, 
which  shall  fall  more  equally  than  this  system 
upon  every  section  of  the  country.  I  have  strong 
objections  to  some  of  the  resolutions  for  whictil 
shall  vote,  taking  them  unconnected  with  the  re- 
mainder of  the  report.  The  resolution  before 
us  is  one  of  this  description ;  it  will  bear  heavily 
upon  mycoostituents  ^  but  I  discover,  that  they  are 
almost  entirely  relieved  from  the  operation  of  the 
duties  on  stamps,  as  now  modified  by  the  com- 
mittee.. Banks  and  commercial  men  will  almost 
exclusively  be  affected  by  the  latter,  and,  there- 
fore, I  do  not  consider  it  unreasonal^ie  in  the  com- 
mittee to  require  the  payment  of  a  tax  on  stills, 
agreeably  to  their  report.  You  cannot,  Mr. 
Speaker,  select  any  one  article  for  taxation  which 
wiirnot  be  felt  more  sensibly  by  the  people  in  one 
quarter  of  the  coubtry  thaii  in  another ;  you  muftt, 
therefore  make  several,  and  by  c^ilsing  one  to 
operate  upon  the  people  in  oqe  directi6n,  and  an- 
other upoa  those  who  reside  in  a  different  part 
of  the  country,  you  will,  as  far  aa  practicable, 
equalize  a  syitem  of  internal  taxe«.  This,  1  be- 
lieve, the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  hare 
done  to  as  much  advantage  as  possible,  I  shall, 
therefore,  not  follow  the  example  set  me  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  byproposing  to  raise 
the  whole  sum  reqttired  upon  some  one  article, 
by  taxing  which  to  an  unreasonable  amouot,my 
district  would  be  entirely  relieved.  I  kaowmj 
constituents  would  not  wish  to  hear,af  n(^y  uiakiag 
such  a  proposition.  I  am  willing,  by  a  vote  on 
these  resolutions,  to  give  a  pledge  to  the  leaders 
of  money  to  the  public,  and  I  am  willing  to  re- 
deem it  with  good  faith,  For  tho  papplf^  I  repre- 
sent, I  ask  no  exemption  fropi  public  bardefls; 
but  against  that  injustice  which  would  be  inflict- 
ed on  them,  should  the  propositipn  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Mary^nd  succeed,  I  protest. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  he  had,  on  a  former  day,  lis- 
tened with  indiffi?i:ance  to  the  proposition  to 
levy  an  excise  of  twenty-five  cents  on  eachgtUon 
of  domestic  distilled  spirit  of  domestic  materials 
throughout  the,  United  Statte,  from  a  most  thor- 
ough conviction  that  so  unjust,  so  unreasonable, 
and  so  oppressive  a  tax  would  be  rejected  by  a 
ereat  majority,  without  exposiq^r  Its  teodeiicf. 
lie  said  he  was  not  disappointed  in  that  just  nod 
reasonable  expectation  of  the  views  of  iheiaem- 
bers  of  this  House,  tie  said  twehty-fifft  cents 
tax  per  gallon  upon  whiskey  would  be  as  roinous 
to  the  people  of  the  Western  country  as  it  would 
be  unjut^t  to  that  portion  of  the  United  Stat©, 
who  would  iiever  be  backward  in  furnishing  their 
just  proportion  of  men  and  money  to  prosecute  a 
war  necessary  to  maintain  inviolate  their  torei- 
eigntyand  independence;  but,  whatever  might  be 
their  willingness,  they,  should  not,  With  bis  vote 
be  called  upon  to  sapport  a  syatem  which  would 
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be  alone  dastructijre  to  Ibena  by  tbe  inequaHty  of 
its  operatioQ. 

But,  be  said,  he-conld  not  remain  silent  to  bear 
tbe  same  gentleman  seriously  make  a  motion  to 
re-eommit  tbe  report  from  tbe  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  for  tbe  purpose  of  making  tbe 
self-same  proposition  of  layioga  tax  of  twenty-five 
cents  on  wbiskey  and  otber  distilled  spirits,  tbe 
prime  cost  of  tbe  article  in  tbe  way  of  wbolesale 
m  tbe  Western  country.    Upon  tbe  subject  ef 
taxation,  be  said,  be  bad  never  entertained  but 
one  sentiment,  and  be  never  would  afree  to  lay 
internal  taxes  upon  tbe  people  of  tbe  United 
States,  to  support  any  perma^^eqt  expensive  es- 
tablishment ;  tbat  nothing  on  the  present  occasion 
should  induce  him  to  vote  for  4Qxes,  but  war.    In 
consequence  of  this  opinion,  the  CoQimiitee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  reported  in  one  of  their 
resolutions  tbat  tbe  tax  should  not  be  levied  until 
a  declaration  of  war,  or  tbe  issuing,  of  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal;  and,  be  said,  he  was  a  Ikile 
surprised  tbat  any  member  shoald"  dislike  such 
a  resolation,  and  try  to  demonstrate  to  the  people 
and  tbe  wodd  tbat  tbe  tales  proposed  were  war 
taxes,  and  intefided  to  meet  that  state  of  ihings. 
Another  resolution  declares,  that  the  taxes  shall 
not  continue  more  than  twdve  months  after  the 
conelosion.    With  these  resolutions  incorporated 
and  made  a  part  of  the  svstem^  be  was  astonished 
to  hear  gentlemen  say  that  tbe  people  would  be 
alarmed  at  these  resolutions.    He  said  be  was 
never  afraid  of  the  people ;  they  would  act  cor- 
rectly ;  but  be  bad  more  reason  to  fear  tbat  this 
House  would  be  alarmed.    He  said  tbe  people 
understood  their  interests  and  their  rights,  and 
were  not  to  be  alarmed  at  a  vindication  of  their 
rights  and  their  independence.    Mr.  J.  said  that 
Mr.  Qallatin  bad  been  called  upon  by  the  •Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and    Means  to  furnish  them 
with  a  system  of  internal  taxation,  predicated 
upon  actual  war  with  Great  Britain.    The  Sec- 
retary was  not  a  volunteer  in  proposing  this  sys- 
tem. In  that  letter,  t{ie  Secietary  had  pi^oposed'  ten 
cents  upen  distilled  spirits  from  foreign  materials, 
and  three  cents  per  gallon  on  domestic  distilled 
spirits  of  domestic  roateriak  which  was  contid- 
ered  equally  hard  upon  the  Weslero  country  wh^n 
taken  in  connexion  with  tbe  whole  system  pro- 
posed.   Departing  from  this  equal  system,  tbe 
gentleman    from  Maryland  would    raise  it  to 
twenty^five  cents-^^  most  unreasonable  derange- 
nent  of  the  whole  plan.    Mr.  J.  said  tbat  he  had 
objected  to  this  wbiskey  tax  on  account  of  tbe 
excise  principle  when  it  was  before  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  upon  his  objections 
tbe  excise  pert  was  changed  to  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  still,  differing  only  in  amount  witb  the  taj( 
vpoo  carriages  or  any  otber  article;  by  which 
BM>difioatioo,  numerous  officers  would  not  be  em- 
ployed, oaths  would  be  dispensed  with,  no  search 
would  be  iiade  into  tbe  bouses  or  cellars  of  dis- 
tillers, nor  would  we  have  excise  officers  breakia']^ 
locks  and   invading  our  firesi  les;  and   in  this 
modification,  the  sum  to  be  raised  by  a  tax  of 
three  cents  per  gaHon  was  reduced  from  $400,000 
to  $275j000,  making  a  d4dMCtion  of  almost  one- 


half.  These  modifications  w?re  produced  by  a 
spirit  of  accommodation.  •  And  if  the  House  con- 
tinued to  be  animated  by  th^  same  spirit,  he 
said,  tbe  motion  to  commit  would  not  succeed. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  told  you,  that 
a  land  tax,  or  rather  a  direct  tax,  would  operate 
most^severely  upon  the  Western  Slates,  on  ac- 
count of  their  distance  from  market,  their  want 
of  capital,  their  infant  settlements;  and,  with  a 
correct  knowledge  of  the  actual  sute  of  tbe  dif- 
ferent parts  of  tbe  Union,  the  Secretary  had,  with 
bis  usual' impartiality  and  discern  men  t»  given  tbe 
House  a  system  as  nearly  equal  in  its  operation 
as  tbe  nature  of  tbe  subject  would  admit ;  and  it 
was  evident,  that  if  a  material  alteration  was 
made  upon  it,  chaos  would  prevail,  and  the  whole 
plan  be  rejected ;  and  then  tbe  enemies  of  tbe 
Government  would  say  with  triumph,  tbat  the 
Republican  Administration  could  not  vindicate 
and  support,  the  rights  of  the  nation,  and  that 
their  Representatives  were  afraid  to  trust  the  peo- 
ple to  send  the  ways  and  means. to  avenge  tnelr 
own  wrongs.  Mr.  J.  said  the  House  had  been 
engaged  a  long  time  on  tbe  subject;  despatch 
was  necessary,  th»t  Congress  might  have  a  little 
time  to  listen  to  the  warning  voice  which  now 
comes  from  the  Wabasb,^he'Mississij)pi,  and  Pe- 
troit,  whicli  makes  it  probable  that  as  soon  as  the 
season  will  admit,  tbe  savages  will  rush  down 
upon  the  defenceless  frontiers,  and  destroy  their 
inhabitants*    -         ^'      ' 

Mr.  WioafiRY. — Mr.  Speaker,  on  a  motion  to 
recommit  the  report  of  the  Committee  ot*  Ways 
and  Means,  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  how 
the  argMmentSy  either  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Vir- 

f:inia,  or  those  in  answer  to  him,  by  the  gentleman 
rom  North  Carolina,  can  apply  to  the  question 
before  the  House.  Sir.  1  am  of  opinion  that  if  I 
bad  suffered  myself  so  far  to  have  wandered  from 
the  question,  I  should  deservedly  have  heard  from 
the  Chair.  The  question  before  tbe  House  is  not 
the  repeal  ol  the  non-intercourse,  Qr  whether  we 
shall  submit  to  the  edicts  of  Great  Britain.  It  is, 
will  the*  House  recommit  the  report  for  the  pur- 
pose of  amending  it  1  To  this  suoject  I  shall  con-i 
fine  my  argument.  I  am  in  favor  of  recommit- 
ting the  report,  first  to  amend  it  as  respects  the 
duty  en  imports.  Many  of  these  articles  have 
already  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cem.  ad  valorem ; 
add  to  this  one  hundred  per  cent,  and  you  will 
either  prohibit  them  entirely,  or  you  will  give  a 
bounty  u>  smugglers,  which  will  destroy  tbe  fair 
trader,  as  tbe  smugglers  will  always  be  able  to 
undersell  bim ;  and  thus  will  the  fair  trader,  who 
wishes  to  support  the  Government  be  obliged  to 
give  op  his  bu«ine^s  or  be  rbined.  The  tonnage 
duty  is  also  too  high.  The  former  tonnage  duty 
was  about  fifty  cents  on  the  vessel^  of  foreigners, 
and  4ix  cents  on  our  own  vessels  m  the  foreign 
trade.  .The  committee  have  lidded  a  little  over 
one  hundred  per  cent,  to  tbe  tonnage  of  foreigners, 
and  upwards  of  four  hundred  per  cent,  on  our 
own  tonnage.  If  the  tonnage  was  not  very  much 
out  of  the  way  heretofore,  the -committee  have 
reversed  tbe  rule  of  all  other  nations.  Great  Brit* 
ain  has  always  (encouraged  her  own  merchantmen 
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by'making  a  great  distinction  in  favvrofherown 
ship-Owners,  between  ihem  and  foreigners;  she 
is  the  greatest  oommercral  nation  in  the  world, 
, according  to  the  report.  Our  resseh  in  foreign 
trade  must  pay  thirty-one  cents  p«r  ton  every 
time  they  enter,  so  tbafa  ressel  of  three  hundred 
and  thirty  tons,  if  she  enters  three  times,  must  pay 
the  Government  upwalrds  of  three  hundred  dollars 
a  year,  over  and  above  all  her  custom-house  fees, 
and  the  hundred  per  cent,  on  the  duties  of  her 
cargo.  Why  the  committee  should  have  tidded 
four  times  as  much  on  tonnage  as  on  nferchandise, 
I  am  at  a  lo^s  to  imagine,  nor  do  I  beHeve  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wajs  and  Means 
can  give  any  good  or  satisfactory  reason  for  so 
doing.  In  the  case  of  tonnage,'  it  operates  as  a 
direct  tax  on  the  owner,  because  while  ships  are 
plenry,  lying  by  the  wharves,  no  man  will  give 
one  cent  moce  on  account  of  the  tonnage.  8fr, 
in  the  case  of  the  salt  tax,  the  maritime  jind  mid- 
dle country  pay  the  whole,  the  Western  section 
pay  nothing.  There  are  1,500,000  people  exempt 
from  this  duty  on  salt,  because  they  have  plenty 
from  the  salt  springs.  As  this  is  a  necessary  of 
life  on  which  the  Western  section  of  the  Union 
pay  nothing,  they  ougl^t  to  be  willing  to  pay  an 
equTv^lent  oh  sometliingelse. 

It  H  true,  these  gentlemeO  say,  they  are  wiping 
to  do  their  part  in  support  of  the  war ;  yet  when 
they  Are  called  on  to  augment  the  tax  on  whisKey 
they  say  their  objection  to  that  is  Ihe  creation  of 
excise  ofiScer^,  to  which  the  people  arc  very  touch 
opposed.  Sir,  there  ts  a  small  tax  on  the  capa- 
city of  the  still,  let  this  duty  be  multiplied  on  the 
still  until.it  will  give  about  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  on  each  gallon,  as  ndftr  as  can  be  computed, 
which  may  be  distilled  in  the  course  of  a  year. 
In  that  case  the  same  persons  who  may  collect 
the  tax  on  the  capacity-of  the  stills,  as  now  taxed) 
which  doesTiot  exceed  one  eeOt  and  a  third  per 
gallon  on  the  liquor,  may  collect  il  with  as  much 
ease  when  augmented,  as  they  can  if  the  amend* 
ment  should  not  lake  place.  This  therefore  will 
do  away  the  difficulty  of  excise  officer^.  I  ask 
^theni  ^o  take  but  twelve  anti  a  Half  cents  per 
gallon  Off  their  spirits,  while  in  the  maritime 
Stater  we  pay  the  d\ity  proposed,  sixty  cents. 
This  is  a  debt  for  which  we  are  all  alike  liable. 
Surely,  sir,  the  Western  gentlemen  cannot  think 
hard  to  pay  but  one-fifth  part  as  much  ar  their 
friends  in  a  different  section  of  the  Union.  When 
they  consider  that  we  pay  tweiity  cents  on  salt, 
from  which  they  are  exempt.  Sir,  the  last  inter- 
nal tax  which  was  laid  amounted  to  $989^533'^ 
Massachusetts  paid,  of  that  tax  9383,566.  Ac- 
cording to  the  (tresent  system,  Masisachusetts  wilt 
have  to  pay  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  internal 
tax,  while  shew;il1  not  have  more  than  one-ninth 
of  the  representation.  Augment  the  whiskey  tax 
as  I  propose;  and  J6\x  may  do  away  your  land 
tax  altogether.  There"  is  in  the  United  States 
distiHed  from  home  materials  about  ^,000,000  of 
gallons  of  spirits.  This  will  giveyou  93,000,000, 
which  is  about  what  is  laid  on  the  land.  A  land  tax 
tsthe  last  tax  which' ought  ever  to  be  laid.  Every 
kind  of  luxury  ought  to  be  taxed  before  the  land. 


The  'gentlemen  say  they,  are  at  a  great  disUnee 
from  market.  Be  it  so.  Sir  the  material  from 
which  the  whiskey  is  chiefly  distilled,  is  Indian 
corn.  The  middle  country  raise  of  this  article 
about  ten  bushels  to  the  acre;  the  Westen 
country  about  fifty  bushels  to  the  acre,  and  with 
much  less  labor  this  article  will  give  about  two 
gallons  CO  the  bushel ;  so  that  the  middle  cooiitrf 
can  obtain'about  twenty  gallons  from  one  acre, 
while  the  Western  country  will  fflve  One  huo- 
<lred  gallons— -five  times  as  much.  This  wiU 
more  than  pay  for  their  extra  distaaCe  from  m«- 
ket;  in  addition  to  which,  their  liquor  will  bring 
them  enough  more  at  market  to  pay  for  the  trou- 
ble Of  transporting  it.  Sir,  Massachusetts  will  be 
willing  to  pay  more  than  her  part  if  necessary  in 
Hefenee  of  the  just  rights  of  the  nation.  But 
^hien  a  system  of  taxation  is  brought  forth,  it 
ought  to  be  BO  modified  as  that  each  member  of 
the  Union  should  pay  i^s^ue  proportion  of  such 
taxes:  '  It  IS  said,  this  report  is  a  system  of  com- 
promise. Str,  I  am  nott)ne  of  those  humble  im- 
itators of  any  inan,  or  any  body  of  men,  who  will, 
without  investigation',  tamely  iftkbmit  to  anythiDi^ 
they  may  please  to  lay  before  ine,  and  vote  it 
down  as  law.  We  are  told  that  when  the  bill 
comes  in  will  be  the  proper  time  to  amead.  If 
•he  House  are  dotermined  tint  to  recommit,  I  will 
lielp  ^o  vote  the  t^eport  through,  but  with  the  same 
reserve  I  made  when  I  agreed  'to  reconsider  tbe 
rote  which  went  against  the  salt,if  noameodmeDt 
or  modification  takes  place  eo  aii  to  have  a  more 
equal  bearing  on  the  tliffereht  aeeiioas  of  the 
Union.  - 

Mr.  Wmofirand  Mr.PisKa*ipportedthemotio». 

[The  arguments  for  and  against  themotioB  to- 
day, as  wdl  as  yesterday,  were  grounded  on  the 
expediency  or  iaexpedienoy  of  an  excise  tax  oo 
whiskey.  On  the  one  hand,'it.wa8  said,  ti»t,if 
the  proposed  tax  of  25  or  28  cents  per  galloo  on 
distihed  spirits  were  to  talte  effect,  it  woold  pro- 
duce a  revenue  of , five  or  six  millions  of  dollar?, 
and  preclude  the  neceesiiy  o( other  taxes;  ibtt  it 
would  eventually  be  paid  by  the  eonsnmer,  ind 
tfould  therefore  operate  equally ;  that  dotiesiie 
sprrtis  ought  to  be  taxed  a  little,  when  the  doty 
on  foreign  spirits  was  about  to  be  doubled,  as  there 
is  do  reason  why  a  rrian  who  drinks  brandy  or 
rum  and  water  should  be  made  to  pay  double  pHee, 
while  the  whiskey-drinker  paid  nothing;  that  the 
excise  system  was, -already  proposed  as  to  w 
sugar,  and  might  be  extended  to  whiskey  wim 
much  lps$  inconvenience  than  would  result  frow 
the  collection  of  the  Variety  of  small' taxes  p»- 
posed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  the  other  hand,  remarks  were  made  oa  lh« 
severity  with  which  this  tax  would  operate  on 
those  who  already  have  to  bear  the  chi^  burden 
(Vtth  the  least  ability  tt)  pay  it)  of  the  land  tax, 
viij :  the  p^oph  of  the  Western  <;oootry ;  that, 
considering  the  paucity  of  their  saleable  produc- 
lione  in  the  Western  country,  a  tax  on  wbiskefi 
which  wc?ntd  pot  a  stop  Co  iU  distillation,  would 
wholly  disable  them  from  paying  the  land  tax; 
that  it  was,  besides,  grievously  heavy,  partial,  and 
unequal.     The  evils  of  an  ^xoiae  system  were 
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depicted  in  Yivid  colors ;  and  it  was  said,  that, 
alrtiougjh  aay  tax  on. whiskey  was  onjustj  anci 
sofsewiiat  oppressive,  tbey  were  willing  to  UMsar 
the  responsibility  of  a  tax  on  Btiils,  rather  than 
defeat  the  freat  work  in  which  the  nation  was 


f?r^] 


.  Ranoolpr  moved  a  reoommitment  of  the 
whole  report  to  a  CommUiee  of  the  Whole. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  the  m6ver  at 
considerable  length,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Alston, 
Mr.  Cheve8,  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  Mr.  Macon. 

[The  recommitment  of  the  report  was  supported 
on  the  ground  (hat  the  budget  of  taxes  reported 
was  of  the  most  oppressive  character ;  that, 
moreover,  they  were  unnecessary  and  impolitic, 
because  Coflgre$t  had  only  to  repeal  their  own 
restrictive  law,  and  revenue  would  accrue  to  the 
United  States,  to  a  much  greater  amount,  than 
was  coQteroplaied  to  be  provided  by  the  taxes 
iioder  consideration^ 

In  reply,  it  was  urged  that  the  gentleman's  pro- 
ject was  a  peace  project,  and  not  calculated  for 
^e  exigen^by ;  that,  besides,  it  would  not  produoe 
the  effect  he  anticipated,  because  commerce  was 
destroyed  by  the  orders  of  Great  Britain,  and  by 
the  municipal  regulations  of  France;  that  all  taxes 
are  disagreeable,  and  though  the, committee  had 
exercised  much  deliberation  on  the  subject  of  their 
report,  it  might  be  expected  there  would  be  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  on  some  items;  but  that  now 
to  recommit  the  report,  as  proposed,  would  be 
shrinking^rom  the  pressure  of  the  crisis,  and  would 
stamp  indelible  disgrace  on  the  House  and  nation.] 

The  question  on  recommitting  the  report  was 
uken,  and  determined  in  th$  negative — yeas  34, 
Bays  83,  as  follows : 

Yi AS-* John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Hamahus 
Bleecker,  James  Dreckenridge,  Elijah  Biigham,  Epa* 
phroditas  Champion,  Martti^  Chittenden,  William  Ely, 
James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Ggld,  Charles 
Ooldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  jtinior, 
Philip  B,  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Koberl 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Archibald  McBryde,  James  Mil- 
iior,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy 
Pitkio^on.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William 
Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Daniel  Qheffey,  Philip  Stuart, 
Lewis  B.  Stuiges,  Bervjamin  Tallmadge,  Lahan  Whea^ 
ton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jtin^  William  Anderson,  8te-^ 
vansoa  Archer,  Ezskisl  Ba4:on,  David  Baj^i,'  Burwell 
BaMeU,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam 
Bojd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  WiUlan 
Bntier,  John  Q.  Cal^onn,  Langdon  Chevea,  Matthew 
Cl«y,  Jameff  Cochran,  Lewis  Cendiot.  WHlUin  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joaeph  Desha,  Sam- 
uel Dinamoor,  EUas  £«rle«  William  Fmdley,  Meahaok 
Franklin,  Thomas  Ghobon,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Felix  Grundj,  Ohed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
AjleU  Hawes,  Jacob  HoAy,  John  M,  Hyneman,  Ri<^- 
aid  M.  Johnson^  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C. 
MaxweU,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samnel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Amnah  Metealf,  Samnel 
L.  MilchilU  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hngh 
Kelaoo,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newtoos  Stephen 
Omasby,  Israel  Pickass^  WiUiiwa  Piper,  Jane^  Pleaa- 


sinta,  jtinior,  Benjamin  Pond,  Wniiam  M*  Richardson, 
John  Rhea,, John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William 
Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  1'homa^  Sammons,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Jobn.Sinith,  Rich'd  Stan- 
ford, William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Chaijes  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Richard  Winp,  and  Robert  WrighU 

So,  Mr.  Rakoolph's  motion  was.  negatived; 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


WfONEBDAT,  March  4. 
Mr.  Ormsbt  presented  to  the  House  a  resolli- 
tipn  of  the  Legislature  of  the  St^ie  of  Kentuckv, 
instructing  their  Senators,  and  requesting  their 
Represeniaiives  in  Congress  to  procure  a  grant 
of  ten  thousand  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  Terri- 
tory ^  Louisiana  to  Daniel  Boone. — Referred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
^r.  RBCA>.froDi  theCooimittee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Poet  Roads,  presented 'a  bill  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roade;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  4o  a  Committee  ofthe 
Whole  to-mori'ow. 

^  Mr.  Gold,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-fourth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  removal  of  the  causes  depending 
in  the  respective  District  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  in  case  of  the  disability  of  the  Judges 
thereof;  .which  was*  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

FINAL  -SETTLEMENT  CERTIFICATE. 

Mr*  GnokaoN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Dixon ; 
whieh  was  Vead,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  same  commit- 
tee mad<  on  the  petition  of  John  Murray. 

The  report  is  as  follows t 

That,  from  documents  exhibited  by  the  petiiioner,  H 
appears  he  is'thc  assignee  of  Lucy  Dixon,  Ids  mother, 
of  a  certificate  which  was  issued  in  her  favor  by  the 
Commissioner  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  in  the  8tate  of  Virgmia,  for  the  sum  of 
$829  84.90,  payable  with  six  per  cent,  from  the  firat 
day  of  January,  1781,  and  ^ated  the  23d  of  December, 
1786.  The  original  certificate  is  produced,  and,  by  an 
endorsement  on  it,  it  appears  the  interest  was  paid  to 
the  firit  of  January,  1785 ;  a  certificate  of  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  Treasury  b  likewise  exhibited,  showing  that 
Lucy  Dixon  stands  a  creditor  on  the  records  of  that 
DepaHmeni  f$ft  tha  aaid-oartifteata,  wy«li  *<feBaina 
UBti^ttidaftad  by  tbs  United  Stataa." 

As  ao  qielogy  (ascitis  preavaud  by  the  conimittee) 
for  not  preaenting  tUadaim  atea  cariier  period,  Ln^ 
Dixon,  ma  petitioii  formerly  ofieied  by  henalf,  aUegea 
that  she,  in  the  year  1793,  left  Virgima,  and. went  to 
the  State  of  Geosgia,  where  she  remained  until  1790 
or  1800 ;  thai  on  her  return  to  bar  residenoe  an  Vir- 
ginia, she,  on  looking  over  papers,  found  the  certileate 
in  question,  and  likewise  others  that  were  snppoaed  to 
have  been  entirely  destroyed ;  that  she  Was  ignorant 
ea  well  of  the  value  of  such  certificates  as  of  the  mode 
in  which  the  law  provided  for  thar  payment;  that  one 
of  her  sonetook  with  him  to  the  Mississippi  Territoiy 
the  said  certifioato,  where  he  kept  it  until  a  few  yean 
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ago,  when  he  returaed  it  to  her,  and  the  shortly  after- 
wards presented  her  petition  fbr  the  amount  of  it. 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  it  woixid  appear  that 
there  is  no  obstacle  to  the  allowance  of  this  claim  but 
the  statute  of  limitation.  Tour  committee  hare  re- 
cently, very  respectfully,  decided  against  the  repeal  of 
the  law  barring  demands  like  the  present.  It  is  for 
the  House  to  determine  on  the  coarse  they  will  pursue 
on  this  subject.  The  facts  are  faithfully  detailed. 
Your  committee,  however,  conforming  to  tb«i  rale  by 
which  it  has  been  governed  in  similar  cases,  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution : 

Solved,'  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

WAR  TAXES.  .  ' 

The  House  resumed  the  eoiMideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  od  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  McKiM 'said,  as  hiB  motion  to  recomoiit 
the  fifth  resofutton  had  giyea  rise  to  some  diffi- 
cultv,  and  he  had  no  disposition  to  embarras^^  he 
would  withdraw  it,  reirerviDg  to  himself  the  riffht 
to  renew  it  when  the  sahject  should  come  be&re 
the  House  in  the  shape  of  a  bill. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
fifth  resolution,  (for  laying  a  tax  on  stills,  dbc.,) 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  67,  nays 
38,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burvfell  Bassett,  WUliam  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Butler,  John  C  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Jloger 
Davi^,  John  Dawson,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle, 
William  Pindley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghol- 
son,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Johh 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  R.  King^ 
Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Living- 
ston, Wtliiam  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle*  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, George  C.  Maxwell,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Aforgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  S^phen  OmMby,  Israel  Pick« 
ens,  William  Piper,  James  PleaaanU,  jun*)  Benjamin 
Pond,  Wm.  M.  Richardaon,  John  ^oane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  John  SmiHe,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Willimm 
Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  GreorM  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior, 
and  William  Widgery, 

Nats— William  Anderson,  John  Baker,  AUjah 
Bigelow,  James  Breekenridg^  Elijah  Brigkaoi,  Mat- 
tiiew  Clay,  William  Crawford,  John  Davenport^  Jan., 
Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk,A«a  Fttok, 
Charles  Goldsboroogh,  Riehard  Jackson,  jr.,  PhiUp  B. 
Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
WiUiam  McCoy.  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joaenh  Pear* 
souf  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Saniuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  Thomas 
Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright 

The  sixth  resolution  came  neit  aoder  eonJiid- 
eratioD  (for  a  tax  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 


spirits,  and  foreign  merchandise,)  and  was  agreed 
to  without  debate— yeas  68,  nays  42r»«  follows: 

YxAs— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  WilKam  Anderson,  8le* 
venson  Archer,  Ezekiel  BaOon,  David  Bard,  Borwdl 
Baasett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Rob- 
ert  Brown,  Wiltiam  A.  Borwell,  William  Butler,  Joba 
C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewii 
Condict,  Williain  Crawford,  Roge^  Davis,  John  Dtw- 
aon,  Jose^  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Eailt, 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghol- 
son,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Gnm- 
dv,  fioUing  HaU,  Obed  HaU,  John,A.  Harper,  Aylttt 
Hawes,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Willisn 
R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Pet^r  Little,  Wm.  Lowndei, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  An- 
thony New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  UnA 
Pickens.  William  Piper.  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Wm. 
M.  Richardson,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Iloberts,  Ebe- 
nezer Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
Smilie.  George  Smith,  John  Smilh,  WiUiam  Strosg, 
'John  T«liafor«>,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
joo.,  Robert  WhitohiU,  William  Widgery.  and  Richiid 
Winn. 

NATa--John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  James  Bred- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditns  Chaopioa, 
Martin  Chittenden,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  Aai 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold.  Charles  Goldsborough,  jSdwin 
Gray,  Jacob.  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jtck- 
son,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Leie- 
ver,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingftoo, 
Arunah  Metcalf;' Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  New* 
bold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Bcnji- 
min  Pond,  EHsha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  WiUiam 
Rodman,  Daniel  Shefiby,  Richard  Sunford,  Pfaiiip 
Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  T19- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  TVacy,  Picne  Vtn 
Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leona^  Wkite, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  seventh  resolution  (tax  on  sales  at  loction 
of  foreign   merchandise,  dbc.)  wa$  next  agreed 


to — yeas  79,  nays  34,  as  follows: 

YxiLS— Willis  Alston,  juiv,Wmiai 

vensoh  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacoin,  David  Bard,  Bniwell 


Bassett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Wm.  Blackledge,  Kobot 
Brown,  WUliam  A*  Burwell,  WUliam  BoUer,  Joha 
C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  CUy,  Lewif 
Condict,  WUliam  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  D»w- 
son,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elin  E>de, 
Wiffi«rtn  rmdley,  Meshack  Franklin,  ThomsBObd- 
son,  Peterson  GooAwjn^  Isaiah  L.  Green.  Felii  Oran- 
dy,  BoUing  HaU,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  A^ 
Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Ricbsid  ¥• 
Johnson,  Jofeph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Li- 
ooek,  Joaeph  Lefover,  Peter  LicUe,  WUliam  LewBdsi> 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  €.  Khr^f 
Thotnas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Sam^  McK^f 
Alexander  McKlm,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  U^^V^ 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,TbM. 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  I««« 
Pickens,  Wm.  Piper,  James  feasants,  junior,  Ben^ 
min  Pond,  WUliam  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea,  Jeha 
Roane,  Jona^an  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Eben^ 
Seaver  Adam  Seybert,  John  iSmUie,  George  Smj"; 
John  Smith,'  William  Strong,  John  Talia^uro,  Un 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turtier.  jr^  P»«"* 
Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert  WWtehUl,  WUham  Widf 
eiy,  Ricftard  Wton,  and  Robert  Wright. 
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Nits — J»hn  B«ker,  Abijch  Bigelow,  Hannainiii 
Ble«cker,  James  Breckenridge,  EK^eh  Brighamf  E|>a- 
phrodituB  Champiuni  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven. 
port,  junior,  William  EI7,  Asa  Pitch,  Thos.  B.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jackson, 
JQO.,  PhiKp  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan., 
Robert  Le  Roy  Liringston,  Jonathan  O.  Meseley,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Pot- 
ter, John  Randolph,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  8he0ev, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  O, 
Sturgee,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  La- 
baa  VHieaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  eighth  resolution  (for  a  tax  of  four  cents 
per  pound  on  l-efiDed  sugar)  was  next  agreed  to — 
yeas  80,  nays  38.  as  follows: 

YsAs— Willie  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
StSTensoB  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bur- 
weU  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WilUam  Blackledge, 
Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Butkr,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Laiu^don  Cheves, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condict/ Wm. 
Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  Me- 
ahack  Fxanklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Huiiy, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnston,  Joseph 
Kent,  Wyiiam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefe- 
Ter,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  TbomaA  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKira, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  Jame^  Merg-an,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hugh  Nelson,  An^ny  New,  Thos.  Newbold,  Thos. 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Wra.  Piper, 
Jas.  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Williara  M.  Rich- 
ardson, John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Ebeneier  Saga,  Iibeneaer  Searer,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
Snulie,  George  Smith,  John.SiQith,  William  Strong, 
John  Taliaferro,  Vn  Tracy,  George  M.  Troop,  Chas. 
Tomer,  jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  Wm.  Widgery,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  BAbert  Wright. 

Naxs^— John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
phroditos  Chamlbion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 
port, junior,  William  Ely,  AsalFitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard .  Jack- 
son, junior,  Philip  B.  Key,  I^man  Law,  Joseph  Lew* 
is,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  William  Rod- 
man, Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefley,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  I^ewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamm  Tallmadge,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
Jan.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas 
Wilson. 

The  ninth  resolution  (for  laying  a  tax  on  car*- 
liages  of  pleasure,  d^c.)  came  next  on  the  tapis. 

Mr.  Hdpty,  lifter  adverting  to  the  ffreat  num- 
ber of  carriages  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  of  a 
peculiar  and  cheap  construction/^which  would  be 
severely  taxed,  moYed^aa  amendmeiit  ffofng  to 
exMspt  from  a  tax  of  three  doltara,  carnages  on 
wooden  springs,  and  to  impose  on  auch  a  tax  of 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messra.  Humr, 
CoNDiCT,  and  Wrigbt,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Bacon,  SeTfiERT,  and  Stanford.  The  argo- 
ments  for  the  motion  were  founded  on  the  dis- 


proportion of  the  amount  of^tax  to  the  Value  of 
the  article  taxed,  which  generalkf  cost  less  than 
9100,  dbc.  It  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that 
thes^  carriages  were  nevertheless  used  by  those 
well  able  to  pay  the  tax.  which  was  by  no  means 
disproportionate  to* the  other  taxe^  proftosed. 
"    The  moiioii  was  lost— ^ayes  only  six  or  eight. 

The  question  was  then  laken  on  the  resolution 
as  reported  by  the  Committee,  and  carried  in  ijie 
affirmative — yeas  72,  nays  48,  as  fgllows: 

YsAs — Willis  Alston,  jun*,  William  Anderson,  8te- 
▼enson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
BasseU,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves*  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Roger  J)v 
vis,  Jphn  Pawson,  JMeph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earle,  AVilliam  Findley*  Meahack  Frankiin» 
Tiiomas  Gholson,  Thos.  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn^ 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John  At  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  Richard  M.  Johnson^  Joseph  Kent,  William  R« 
Xing,  Abner'  I^cock;  Petec  Little,  WilUam  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  ,Moore,  Wilfiani  McCoy,  SamU 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,v Arunah  Metcalf,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  $tei^ieii 
Oimsby,  Israel  Pickena,  William  Pip6r,  James  Pleas- 
ants, junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  Wilham  M.  Richardson, 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser 
Sage,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  Johi\  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  John  Talia* 
ferro,  U^i  Tracy,  George  M.  Trouii,  Charlea  Turner, 
junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  William  Widgery,  and  Rich- 
ard Winn. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
phroditu^  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Con- 
diet,  John  Davenport,  junior,  WilHam  Ely,  Jamea 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Chas.  Goldsborough,  Edwm  Gray, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  PhiJtp  B.  Key, 
Lyman  Law,  Joaeph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  juniori 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  <ieorge 
Ck  Maxwell,  AreUbald  McBiyde,  James-  Morgan, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosel^,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pear* 
son,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quiney,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Heniy  M. 
Ridgelr,  William  Rodman,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  SheP 
fey,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Wil- 
liam Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Laban  Wbeaton,  Leonard  WhitSt 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  WrighU 

The  tenth  resolution  proposes  a  stamp  tax  on 
ceruin  bank  and  other  notes.- 

.The  question  on  the  resolution  was  dirided, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Little,  so  as  to  take  a. 
qi^estioo,  distinctly^^pa  the  two  clauses  of  the  res- 
olution* 

The  question  oa  that  part  which;goesto  tax 
bank  o«tes  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  erery  hun- 
dred dollars  was  earried-^y«as  74.  oays  43^  as 
follows: 

ITbas — Willis  Alston)  jun.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Eie- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  WilHam  W. 
Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Coch- 
ran, Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
J<^  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  EUas 
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Earle,  William  Findley«  MMhsck  Fmnklki,  TboniM 
Obol<on,  Peterao*  Goodwyn,  iMiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Gcundjr,  BoUing  Hall,  OJbed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawea,  Jacob 
Hu%,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
seph Kent,  William  K*  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter 
Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
•con,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee, . 
Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Meloalf,  Je/emiah  Mor- 
-row,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Tht>mas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Is^a^l  Pickens, 
William  Piper,  Jamf  s  Pleasants,  Jan.,  Benjamin  Pond, 
William  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jo- 
nathan Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troop,  CharlM 
Turner,  junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  William  Widgery, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

NiTS — William  Anderson,  John  Bakor,  AbijabBig- 
dow,  Harmanus  Bleeeker,  Jamps  Breckenridge^  Elijah 
Brigbam,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  ChittemleB, 
John  Davenport,  Jan.,  William  Ely,  Janies  Emott,  Asa 
Pitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsbormigb,  E^win 
Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  jun*.  Philip  B.  ^ey,  Lyman 
Law«  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph,  Lewis,  Jan.,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  Geoi'^e  C.  ifaxwell,  Archibald  Mo- 
Bryde,  James  Morgan,  Jonathan  O.  Mdseley,  Josepn 
Pesrson,  Timothy  Pltkfn,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Qainoy,*  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Heniy  M. 
Rid|ely,  WiHiam  Rodmsn,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard 
StaAfbrd,  Philip  Staart,  William  Strong,  Lewie  B. 
Starges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmad|^,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  other  clause  of  the  resolution  proposes  to 
lay  a  tax  of  fice  ceu(.<  for  every  hUDdred  dolUrs, 
OD  ail  endorsed  Qotesof  hand  and  bills  of  exchange. 

This  clause  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Little,  on 
the  ground  of  ity  oppressive  nature  and  the  odium 
wbioh  former,  czp^rienca  bad  attached  xo  it  in 
the  miods  of  the  people.  Tb^  smali  product  it 
would  afford  would  not  co  far  to  the  topporl  of 
the  war;  and  be  thought  it  might  be  diapeos- 
ed  with. 

Mr.  l^ACOif  replied  that  thts'lax  was  now  so  ar- 
ranged as  not  to  aibrd  the  satfie  calise  of  com^ 
piaint  as  former  stamp  taxes,  because  it  would 
not  operate  on  the  poor,  would  subject  the  people 
in  tbinly-seitled  countries  to  no  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining them,  and  would  genernlly  affect  only 
large  capitalists  or  extensive  traders  id  the  citfes. 

Mr.  McKiM  said  that,  however  oppressive  he 
might  deem  this  aud  perhaps  all  the  other  taxes, 
he  felt  in  some  degree  pledged  at  present  to  rote 
for  the  whole  report  of  the  committee. 

The  question  i)vas  taken  on  this  clause  atid  car- 
ried— yea*  65,  naVs  53,  as  follows : 

Y»AS— ^Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Bie* 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  WilKam  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Beyd,  Robert  Brown, 
WUIian  A.  Burwell,  William  Batler,  John  O.  Oal- 
houn,  Lanfi(donGheves,IiewisCdBdiat,  William  €raw* 
ibrd,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Ettas 
Earie,  WiUiam  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
G^lson,  Petenon  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grandy,  Boiling  HaU,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Haves,  Jacob 
Hu^y  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wil<r 
liam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacoek,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  WiUiam  Mc- 
Coy, Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  AmfMb  Met^ 


cal^  Jartmlab  Morrow,  Hpgb  Nekon,  Anthony  Hew, 
TbomaAi  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormibf , 
Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jon.,  Willitm  M. 
Rkbs^dsom  John  Rhea,  John  Rtmne,  Jonathan  Rob- 
erts, Bboe^et  Sage,  EbaeaerSeaver,  John  Sevier,  Adui 
Seybeit,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Talialem, 
George  M.  Troop,  Chailes  Turner,  Jan.,  Robert  Whke- 
hUi;  William  Widgery,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — WiUiam  Anderson,  John  Bakei*  Harvanu 
Bfeecker^  James  Breckenridge^  Elijab  Bngham,  Epe- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Mitthew 
Clay«  James  Cochran,  John  Daveaport,  jan^  Samuel 
Dinspioor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitdi, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gnj, 
Richard  JadL»on,  jun.,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Kej, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  LefeTer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter 
Little,  RoWt'j^e  Roy  Livingston,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Archibald  McBryde,  James  Morgan,  Jonathan  0. 
Moseley,  Joseph  Peaison,  William  Piper,  Timolby 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joeiil 
Qulncy,  John^  Randolph,.  William  Reed,  Henry  E 
Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ssned 
Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  SUnfbrd,  Philip  Stnait, 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggirt,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leoo- 
ard  White,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright 

The  next  resolution  embraced  the  direct  tax  of 
three  millions,  to  be  apportioned  as  provided  by 
the  Constitution. 

On  tlHs  question  a  dlseus«ioi\  took  plac%  foreign 
to  the  que&iioQ  immediately  before  the  Hoase, 
viz :  on  a  doubt  stated  by  Mr.  RaHdojlpb,  wtie- 
tber  the  tax  was  to  be  laid  according  to  M>e  prei- 
ent  represeotation  in  Congress,  or  accordiof  lo 
the  number  of  the  people  of  the  United  Siatesn 
ascertained  by  the  latest  entimeratSon.  Messrs. 
Bacon,  MoKim,  Lowitocs,  and  Wll>oBaTde€lt^ 
ed  their  opinions  in  favor  the  latter  mode;  ^ 
Mr.  Randolpb  declared  it  to  be  a  cjuestioa  ofift- 
sdperabte  difliculty,  inasmuch  as,  if  thetantioD 
was  apportioned  by  the  present  Congress  tccord- 
injr  to  the  last  enumeration  (wbtch  faassotTet 
avected  the  representation^  it  wooM  be  a  Woli- 
tionr  of  the  vital  principle  of  the  Corastilalian,  ^^ 
represenfatioti  and  taxatlq;i  most  go  hand  io  bano. 

The  resolutioQ  was  agreed  t#,  on  the  questions 
being  taken — yeas  77,  nays  39,  as  follows: 

YaAaw-Waiis  Alston,  jun..  William  Andenon,  Ste- 
venson Areher,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Bavid  Baii  Borwett 
Bassett,  WUliam  W.  Bihh,  WiUiam  Blackledfe,Adim 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A,  Burwejl,  Wittia* 
BuUer»  John  a  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheres,  MsUhev 
Clay,  James  Cochrap,  Lewis  Condipt,  William  Criw- 
ford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deehji  ©■• 
Earie,  Williara  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  ThMUii 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwynl  kaiah  L.  Green,  F«ux 
Grundy,  BolHng  Hall,  Obed  Hall.  Aviett  Hsim/«<»J 
Huity,  John  M.  Ayneman,  Richard  M. JohoeOB,Jos^^ 
Kent,  WiHiam  R.  King,  Abner  I^acock,  Joeeph  L^ 
;ver,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aarso  LyteJJ^ 
tfaanlel  Macon,  Tfaoma»  Moore,  WiUiam  McCoy,  8"** 
ud  McKee»  Alexander  McKim*  Aranab  M«*esl4  Ja^ 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hogh  Kakna.  Aolheiy 
New»  Thomas  Newbold,  Tbomas  Newton,  8tejpl>«* 
Ormsby,  Israel  Pick«ns,  WUUam  Piper,  Jaase  n^ 
ants,  jun^  Beajamin  Pood,  WiUiam  M.  Biditt» 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts*  ^^^^ 
8age,JBbeiMMr  Seavar,  Jo^  Bsvifr,  Adam  ^1^^ 
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John  Smilie,  Qeorge  Smith,  John  Smith,  William 
Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Chariea 
Turner,  jr.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  William  Widgeiy,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nati— John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanua 
Bleecker,  Jamet  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
phroditoa  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 
port, junior,  William  Ely,  Jamea  Emott,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomaa  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBi[yde,  Jopathan  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  Joitiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Shefiey, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmatlge,  Laban  Whea- 
too,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  next  resolation,  that  each  State  may  pay 
the  whole  direct  tax  apportioned  to  its  share,  with 
a  deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  was  agreed  to— 
yeas  73,  oays  37,  as  fullows : 

TxAS — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon.  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  firown, 
WrUHam  A.  BurweU,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Cal- 
honn,  Langdon  Gheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Coch- 
ran, Lewis  Condict,  WilKam  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias 
Earle,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Cniolson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Gmndy,  Boiling  Hall,  ObedHall,  AylettHaweii,  Jacob 
Hnfty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
seph Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph 
LafevOT,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Aranah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton.^Stephen  Ormsby,  Is- 
rael Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenexer  Sage, 
Ebenezer  iBeaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong, 
John  Taliaferro,  UriTracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert 
WhitehUl,  William  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright 

NATS<-^ohn  Baker,  Abijah.  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 
port, junior,  William  Ely>  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Archibald  McBrydo,  Jona- 
than O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
William  Rodman,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Beniamin  Tallmadge, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Next  catee  uoder  coosideratioa  the  resolution 
that  the  taxes  thus  laid  shall  not  take  effect  until 
the  commencemeot  of  the  war,  or  iintil  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal  shall  have  been  issued.  This 
passed— yeas  60,  nays  26,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Willis  Alston,  junior,  WilHam  Andem>n, 

Bterenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  David 

Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WUliam 

Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Robert 
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Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  Lewis  Condict,  William .  Crawford,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  E^rle,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Fe- 
lix Gmndy,  BolHng  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  R  King,  Abner  Lacock, ^Joseph  Lefever,  Pe- 
ter Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archi- 
bald McBry^e,  WUKam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKec,  AV 
exander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thom- 
as Newton,  Stephen  Oi'msby,  Israel  Pickens,. William 
Piper;  James  Pleasants,  junior,  William  M.  Richard- 
son, John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Wil- 
liam Rodman^  Ebenezer  Sage,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sey- 
bert, Johta  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,-  Robert  WhitehiU,  William 
Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright 

NxTs — Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, John  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  James  Em- 
ott, Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Gohtsbor- 
oogh,  Richard  Jackson,  jtinior,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  • 
Lewis,  junior,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  inn.,  Eli^a  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Philip  Stuart,  L^wis  B. 
Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaion,  and 
Leonard  White. 

The  next  and  last  resolution  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Finance  provides  thai  these  laxef 
shall  continue  no  longer  than  one  year  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  war.  Agreed  to-^yeas  72,  nays 
27,  ab  follows; 

YxAs — Willis  Alston,  junior,  WilliAm  Anderson, 
Stevenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  David 
Bard«  BorweH  Baasett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  WUUam 
Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  G. 
Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Jamea 
Cochran,  Lewis  Condict,  William  t/rawford,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy , 
BpUing  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hy- 
neman, Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  WilKam 
R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  Wil- 
liam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim^ 
James  Morgan,  J^emiah  Momiw,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants, Jun., 
Benjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea, 
John  J^oaoe,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilia, 
George  Smith,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tra^,  Chariea 
Turner,  junior,  William  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson, 
and  Robert  Wright 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  Ettjaii  Brigham,  Epaphro- 
ditoa  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport, 
junior,  William  Ely,  Jamea  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Chariea 
Goldsborough,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearaon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincv,  John  Randolph,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  William  Rodman,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip 
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Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  La- 
ban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  White. 

The  questioQwas  then  taken  on  all  the  resolu- 
tions, taken  together,  and  agreed  to — yeas  56, 
oay^  34,  as  follows: 

YaAS — Willis  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Steven- 
aon  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard«  Burwell  Baa- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Mackledge,  William 
A*  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Lang- 
don  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis  Condict,  William 
Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwrn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes, 
John  M.'  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William. R. 
King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle^  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugb 
NeUon,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Omsby,  Israel 
Pickens*  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun^  Wil- 
liam M.  Richards,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John  Sevier,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  John  Taliaferro,  and  Charles  Turner,  jr. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  John  Davenport, 
jun.,  William  El^.  James  EmoU,  Asa  Fitch,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,.  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Wm.  Reed,  William 
Rodman,  Thomas  Saranpions,  Richard  Stahford,  Philip 
Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Leon- 
ard MThite*  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright 

The  resolutions  were  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  with  directions  to 
report  by  bill. 

CONSTITUTION  OP  ORLEANS. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Beprc^entatives  of  the  United  States :  ^ 

At  the  request  of  the  convention  assembled  in  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  on  the  22d  day  of  November  last, 
.1  transmit  to  Congress  the  proceedings  of  that  body  in 
pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  set  to  enable  the 
peojde  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  Ibrm  a  constitu- 
jkion  and  State  government,  ^nd  for  the  admissioA  of 
the  said  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  and  for  other  purposes.** 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Mabcb  3,  1813. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  docqments 
haying  been  read,  a  proposition  was  made  to  re- 
fer them  to  a  select  committee;  but,  before  it 
was  decided,  the  House  adjourned. 

Thub8»at,  March  5. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  raisinjo^  an  addi- 
tional military  force.  [The  object  of  the  bill  is, 
to  place  on  the  same  footing,  as  to  rank,  all  the 
oflficers  of  each  grade  of  the  Army  who  mav  be 
appointed  at  the  present  session,  so  as  to  allow 
more  time  for  a  proper  selection  of  the  candi- 


dates for  military  appoiotroents.]  The  details 
of  the  bill  having  received  some  amendment,  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  MooRE  remarked  that,  in  the  system  of 
discipline  for  the  Armjr  transmitted  to  Congress 
during  the  present  session,  id  pursoance  of  a  call 
from  the  House,  there  was  no  system  of  disci- 
pline for  the  cavalry,  the  necessity  for  which  was 
certainly  as  great  as  for  the  other  branches  of  our 
Army.  He,  therefore,  proposed  the  followiog 
resolution: 

**  Resohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  8utM 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Hoose  a 
system  of  rules  and  regu^tions  proper  to  be  adopted 
for  training  and  disciplining  the  cavalry  of  the  Araj 
and  Militia  of  the  United  Sutes.*' 

Agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Mooas  and  Mr.  Harpu 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  present  the  sane 
to  the  President. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
States  at  Knoxville,  in  the  district  of  East  Teo- 
nessee,'^  with  amendments;  and  the  bill  "making 
further  appropriation  for  the  defence  of  our  mari- 
time frontier,"  also  with  ameiidmeots;  io  which 
they  desire  the  t:oocurrence  of  this  House. 

CONSTITUTION  OP  ORLBANa 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
.motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  pending  when  the  Hoose 
yesterday  adjourned,  for  reference  of  the  coasti* 
tution  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  PoiNOBXTBR  stated  that  the  fourth  section 
of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  under  which  the 
constitution  had  been  framed,  provided  thatasep* 
arate  instrument  should  be  transnitted  to  Con- 
gress by  the  convention,  recognising  tbeFedertl 
Constitution.  It  appeared  that  such  an  iastru- 
ment  had  not  been  forwarded,  althoagh  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  was  recognised  iu  the  body  ot* 
the  instrument  which  was  now  before  the  Hon^- 
He,  therefore,  moved  an  amendment  going  to  in- 
struct the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  repealing  so  much  of  the  fourth  section 
of  the  act  of  last  ses^on,  as  requires  a  separate 
instrument  of  recognition. 

Mr.  Dawson  accepted  the  proposed  loeod- 
ment  as  a  part  of  his  motion.' 

The  constitution  was  then  committed,  with 
this  instruction,  to  a  select  committee,  comprised 
of  the  following  members,  viz :  Mr.  Dawso*, 
Mr.  Maoon,  Mr.  Troop,  Mr.  Joeneoii,  Mr. 
FiNOLBY,  Mr.  BiQBLOw,  aod  Mr.  Porna. 

GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright  the  Hoose  resolrcjl 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair.  The  bill  di- 
rects the  allowance  at  the  Treasury,  to  the  Gen- 
eral, of  **the  sum  of  $1,800,  advanced  by  him  on 

*  the  26th  of  October,  1776,  for  the  recrailingser- 

*  vice,  with  legal  interest  for  the  same  from  that 

*  date,  deducting  from  the  amount  $200  adranced 
[  to  him  on  ^hat  account  in  May,  1810,  aod  th*i 
^  the  balance  he  paid,"  d^c. 
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Much  debate  took  place  on  thi3  claim,  which 
was  opposed  aod  supported  with  considerable  zeal. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with- 
out material  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alston,  the  bill  was  then 
so  amended  as  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
claim  at  the  Treasury,  and  the  payment  ^o  Gen- 
eral St.  Clair  of  such  balance  as  may,  on  such 
aetttement,  appear  to  be  due  to  him. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Nelson  to  re- 
commit the  bill,  with  a  view  to  expunging  the 
amendment  just  agreed  to;  because,  Mr.  N.  said, 
General  St.  Clair's  accounts  having  been  burnt 
in  the  War  Office,  it  would  be  impossible  that 
he  could  ever  bring  them  to  a  settlement  aX  the 
Treasury. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  agreed  to^  51  to 
47.  apd  the  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  NfiLSON  then  moved  to  erase  the  amend- 
ment just  adopted  in  the  House ;  which  motion, 
after  debate,  was  agreed  to ;  when  the  bill  again 
came  before  the  House,  but  before  they  decided 
on  it,  »  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  carried, 
47  to  44. 


Fbidat  March  6. 
Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  memorial  pf  John  Ma- 
son, of  the  District  of  Columbia,  stating  the  many 
inconveniences  which  would  result  from  the  cut- 
ting of  a  canal  around  the  western  end  of  the  cause- 
way leading  from  Mason's  Island  to  the  Virginia 
shore  of  the  Potomac  river,  and  praying  that,  in 
case  a  caiial  be  cut  around  the  said  causeway, 
the  |)roprietors  may  be  directed  to  conform  to 
certain  stipulations  mentioned  in  the  memorial. 
Mr.  Lewis  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Directors  of  the  Georgetown  and  Al- 
exandria Turnpike  Road  Company,  and  a  peti- 
tion of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and 
Common  Council  of  Georgetown,  to  the  same 
effect  with  the  memorial  of  John  Mason. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  the  Dbirici  of  Col- 
umbia. 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  request- 
ng  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  that 
State  in  Congress  to  use  their  beat  exertions  to 
>rocurearoad  to  be  opened,  at  the  public  expense, 
rom  New  Orleans  to  the  State  of  Kentucky,  over 
L  route,  designated  in  the  said  resoluti^.-r-^Re- 
erred  to  ihe  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  JoBKSOM  alao  preaented  sundry  resoluiioos 
if  th«  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
tpon  the  subject  of  the  national  miiiiia;  wkieh 
rere  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ghol^on,  from  the  Cooimlitee  of  Claims. 
^resented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  N.  Stoat; 
rhieh  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  tl^  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr,  Ghoi^om,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
resented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  J6bn  S.  West ; 
rhioh  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
littee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poiiu>bxt&b, 


Resolved^  That  Allan  B.  Magruder,  and  Eli- 
gius  Fromentin,  agents  from  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, be  admitted  within  the  Hall  of  Representa- 
tivesj  anything  in  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ninian 
Pinkney.  [Mi*.  Pipkney  is  a  Captain  in  the  First 
Regiment  of  Infantry  oi  the  United  States.  His 
claim  is  for  services  rendered  under  an  aifpoint- 
ment  as  Brigade  Major  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  made  by  Ueneral  Wilkinson,  on  dOth 
June  1800,  and  subsequently  declared  by  the 
War  Department  to  have  been  unauthorized. 
He  prays  that  he  may  receive  credit  on  the  Ac- 
countant's hooks  for  money  drawn  a^  compensa- 
tion for  the  services  riendered  whilst  acting  in  ^ 
that  capacity,  as  his  ordinary  pay  is  now  detained  * 
to  that  anoount.  The  amount  of  the  claim  is 
somewhat  upwards  of  9700.]  After  considerable 
conversation  on  the  bill,  the  question  in  the  House 
on  its  passage  to  a  third  reading  was  negatived, 
44  to  39. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson  and 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Orr,  passed  through  Com- 
mittees of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  en-  * 
grossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  . 
the  "  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit 
Courts  of  the  United  States  at  Kiioxville,  in  the 
district  of  East  Tennessee^  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee," were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  took  up  the  order  of  the  day  beiog^ 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  St.  Clair. 

The  question  pending  when  the  House  yester- 
day adjourned,  was  negatived,  50  to  44. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended,. on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Roberts,  by  adding,  "  if  the  said  aum 
shall  be  foutrd  due  to  him  ona^nal  settlement 
of  his  accounts  with  the  United  States" — was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  raising 
an  additional  ouHtary  force,  was  read  a  third  cime 
and  passed. 

The  H<HM«  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  froost  the  Senate  ^*  respect- 
ing the  enrolling  anu  li^nsing  of  steamboats;" 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  waa 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  the  third  time  to*day. 

The  House  reeved  itself  into  a  Committee  ^f 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  removnl 
of  the  causes  depending  in  the  respective  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States  in  case  of  the  disahil- 
ity  of  the  judges  thereof. 

The  bill  provides  ^^  that  so  much  of  the  act  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States  passed  the  ^th  of  March,  1809,  as  requires 
the  application  of  the  district  attorney,  or  mar- 
shal of  the  district,  in  writing,  to  authorize  the 
exercise  of  the  power  therein  given  to  a  justice 
of  the  Supren^e  Court  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  and  hereby  is  repealed." 

It  appeared,  from  the  conversation  which  took 
place  on  this  bill,  that  the  District  Attorney  aiMl 
Marshal  of  the  Sute.of  New  York,  had  withheld 
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the  written  applieation  required  by  law  in  an  ei- 
istin^  case  of  the  absence  of  the  judge  pf  that 
district  from  the  State.  The  object  of  the  bill 
wa^  stated  to  be,  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Codrt  to  exercise  the  powers  in 
tuch  case  given  by  law^  on  satisfactory  evidence 
of  the  absence  or  inability  of  the  district  judge. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  and  ordered 
to  bejengrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

WEST  FLORIDA.  / 

Mr.  JoBifsoN  submitted  (he  following  resoiu- 
tten: 

**  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  situation  of  that  part  of  West  Florida 
west  of  the  Perdido  river,  die  possesaion  of  which  was 
taken  under  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  on  the  27th  of  October,  1810,  and  that 
the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  PfTKiN  inquiring  the  particular  object  of 
this  motion — 

M^.  Johnson  replied  that,  by  the^  proclamation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  tern- 
lory  embraced  by  the  resblution  was  attached  to 
the  Orleans  Territory.  It  is  well  known'  that  the 
constitution  of  that  Territory,  in  conformity  to 
the  law  of  Congress,  had  arrived,  and  was  now  be- 
fore the  House.  The  Territory  in  question,  not 
being  included  within  the  limits  prescribed  for 
the  new  State,  must  either  be  attached  to  some 
other  government  or  included  in  a  separate  ad- 
ministration. In  addition  to  this  circumstance, 
there  were  many  grievances  of  which  the  people 
of  that  Territory  complained,  which  required  in- 
Testigation.  He  had  a  number  of  memorials  in 
bis  possession,  the  reference  of*  which,  at  a  proper 
time)  fae  would  move  to  that  committee. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  Mr.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  FrankUn,  Mr.  Sevier, and 
Mr.  Chittenden,  were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

TBNNE^8B£^  LANDS. 
Mr.  Qri7ni>t  observed,  that  the  great  pressure 
of  business  of  a  general  nature  had  heretofore 
prevented  him  from  caHing  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  subject  in  which  a  large  narober  of 
bis  constituents,  ae  well  as«  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens of  North  Carolina,  felt  a  deep  interest;  that 
Id  the  act  (commonly  called  th^  cession  act,) 
passed  by  North  Carolma,  by  which  that  State 
Tested  in  the  United  States  the  western  part  of 
tba»  State,  which  now  forms  the  State  or  Ten- 
nessee— there  was  «  provision,  ttjat  all  the  land 
claims  then  existing  against  North  Carolina  should 
be  satisfied  by  the  General  Qovernment.  Con- 
sress,  by  accepting  the  cessioli,  had  bound  the 
United  States  to  comply  with  the  condition  upon 
which  the  cession  was  made.  Although  the  Qen- 
eral  Government  have  already  done  mueh  to- 
wards satisfying  those  claims,  still  much  remains 
to  be  done  ;  und  the  inquiry  I  propose  to  institute 
(said  Mr.  G.)  i«  for  the  purpose  of  sbowing  the 
propriety  of  taking  such  steps  a&  will  procure  im- 
mea  late  .satisfaction  Tot  <^laimsw^iich  have  already 
remained  too  long  unsatisfied.v  It  will  be  proper 
to  observe,  that  the  United  States  «t  this  time 


hold  a  tract  of  country  in  West  Tennessee,  to 
which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extiogoished. 
So  far  as  relates  to  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  bat 
Congre:»s  ought  to  act ;  and  as  this  will  produce 
an  investigation  into  the  amount  of  unsatisfied 
claims,  when  the  committee  report  on  this  sub- 
ject, the  necessity  of  extingui^hing  the  Indian 
title  for  the  pmrpose  of  satisfying  these  claims 
will  be  apparent  to  that  department  of  the  Gof- 
ernment,  within  whose  province  it  is  to  make 
treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes.  Mr.  G.  observed, 
that  the  second  provision  of  bis  resolution  wonld 
be  rendered  more  material,  in  case  the  Indian  title 
to  lands  in  West  Tennessee  should  not  be  speed- 
ily extinguishedjAnd  all  who  had  any  knowledge 
of  the  origin  of  claims  in  that  part  of  the  eoontry 
of  which  he  was  speaking,  would  readily  admit 
it.  The  State  of  North  Carolina,  at  an  early 
period, authorized  her  citizens  who  h'ad  held  claims 
of  a  particular  description  against  that  State,  to 
locate  lands  in  that  part  of  the  country  in  satis- 
fa(^tion  of  those  claims.  Many  entries  were  made; 
the  witnesfses  by  whom  the  objects  called  foria 
those  claims  can  be  prored  are  but  few,  and  the 
number  rapidly  diminishing;  besides,  even  the 
obiects  themselv^,  on  which  the  validity  of  many 
titles  may  depend,  may  so  change  in  a  long  course 
of  years,  that  the  witnesses,  if  alive,  may  not  be 
able  to  recognise  them-  I  wish"  Congress  to  see 
plainly  the  true  situation  in  which  those  claimants 
are  placed,  and  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  btit 
that  a  suitable  provision  will  be  made.  At  pres- 
sent  tbe  laws  of  Congress  prohibit  any  citizen 
from  going  into  that  part  of  the  country,  or  doing 
any  act  whatever  by  which  the  evidence  of  his 
claim  can  be  p^eserved.  These  men  are,  then, 
placed  in  this  condition :  they  have  paid  North 
Carolina  for  the  lands— the  United  States  hare 
pledged  tbemxelves  that  they  shall  be  satisfied, 
and  Congress  by  law  have  prohibited  the  claim- 
ants from  securing  those  claims.  This  is  certainly 
doing  such  injustice  to  fair  purchasers,  that  I  am 
persuaded  this  resolution  wilfnot  only  be  adopted, 
but /that  the  objects  I  have  in  vie#  will  beatuioed 
as /speedily  as  the  existing  circumstances  of  the 
oiaruntry  will  admit. 

'The  following  is  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Grdndy,  which  was  agreed  tp : 

**Res0lvedt  That  the  Committee  Oh  Pnfefic  Landi 
be  directed  to  inquire,  what  further  provisions *™?J" 
cessmry  to  be  made  for  satisfying  such  claiois  to  \Mnat, 
within  the  Stote  of  Tennessee,  as  are  rtfoogoised  by 
the  act  of  cession  from  the  State  of  North  ^^''^^ 
to  tbe  United  States,  and  are  not  at  this  tine  looted, 
and  that  th^  alee  inquure  into  the  proper  rtspsf','' 
taken  for  perpetuating  the  testimony  and  estabiishMy 
the  claims  to  lands  heratofore  located  (agreeably  t»  ^ 
laws  of  North  Carolina)  in  that  part  of  the  Ststeof 
Tennessee  to  which  the  Indian  title  is  not  extiB|iHi«s|j* 
and  that  tjiey  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwisC 

FORTIFICATIONS.  • 
The  Honae  took  up  the  Senate's  amendment 
to  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  our  maritime  fron- 
tier.   [The  amendment  reduces  the  appropriation 
from  one  million  to  half  a  million  of  dollarsj 
Messrs.  Blaoklbdoa  and  PoTTEa  opposed  iw 
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ameDdmentoD  the  ground  of  the  ineipediency  of 
weakeoiog  xbe  aefeace  of  our  ports. 

The  question  on  concnrrence  was  deoided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  60,  nays  50,  as  follows: 

Tsjii^-WiUis  Alston,  jr.,  <'£aekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
WUliam  A.  Barwell,  William  BuUer,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Ellas  Earle,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Felix  Grundy, 
Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Kent, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Aaron  Lyle,  Pl^athan- 
id  Macon,  George  C.^  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Wil- 
Jiam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Aru- 
nah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremia'K  Morrow,  Thos. 
Newbold,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jr^  Benja- 
min Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane  t 
WUliam  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
43amuel  Shaw,  JohnSmilie, George  Smith,  John  Smith 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup, 
Robert  Whitehill,  William  Widgery,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Nats — Stevenson  Archer,  John  Baker,  Borwell 
Baasett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Blackledge,  Har- 
jnanuu  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham, 
Epaphroditos  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis 
Condict,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Wm.  Ely,  James  Emott, 
James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Goidsborongh,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.,  William  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Little,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moaeley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  WilHam 
M.  Richardsdn,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Thomas  Sammona,  John  Sevier,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Rich- 
.ard  Stanford,  PhHip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
gea,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White^ 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

So  the  appropriation  bow  suods  at.  $500,000. 


MoifDAT,  March  9* 

Mr.  Newton»  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  promote 
4he  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  secur- 
ing, for  a  limited  lime,  to  the  inventors,  the 
exclusive  right  to  their  respective  discoveries," 
reported  several  amendments  thereto ;  which 
were  read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday 
next. 

Mr.  MiTOHiLL  pveseoted  the  petiiion  of  George 
Sia^den  and  others,  stating  that  they  have  claims 
a^^inat  the  United  States  to  a  considerable 
amount  for  work  done  on  both  wings  of  the  Cap- 
kol.undercontraetsmade  with  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings;  praying  that  some  provision 
may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  same.^— Re- 
ferred to  tNe  Committee  of  Claims. 

UNCHARTERED  BANKS. 

Mr.  GHOi«oii  «aid,  be  bad  been   informed, 

tkroogbi  the  ncwspa^pers  and  other  channels  en^ 

tkled  to  his  confidence,  that  an  association  was 

fbrmiag  in  the  town  of  Alexandria  to  estabHsh 


,an  additional  bank  in  that  place  without  a  charter 
of  incorporation,  provided  the  petiiion  which  had 
been  presented  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature for  one  should  fail.  He  said  that  no  mem- 
ber would  more  cheerfully  than  himself  grant  to 
that  association  a  bank  charter,  if  the  propriety 
or  utility  of  such  a  measure  could  be  shown.  He, 
however,  had  always  been  decidedly  opposed  to 
the  establishment  of  banks  without  legal  author- 
ity. Many  parts  of  the  Union  had,  be  believed, 
suffered  from  the  inundation  of  paper  emitted  by 
unauthorized  institutions  of  this  sort.  He  wait  ^ 
unwilling  that  this  District  should  participate  of 
such  an  eviL  He  would  therefore  submit  to  tha 
House  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  prohibiting  within  said  District  the  circulation  of  the 
notes  of  any  bank  not  established  by  law,  and  that  they 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Little  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on 
the  table ;  as  he  was  informed  that  the  associa- 
tion, to  which  the  gentleman  had  alluded,  was 
about  applying  for  a  charter. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Gbolson  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Alston  on  the  ground  of  the  impropriety  of^ 
Congress  legislating  on  this  subject,  unless,  in- 
deed, it  were  to  make  every  individual  responsi- 
hle  for  the  notes  of  the  bank,  dbc.  It  was  support- 
ed by.  Mr.  Bassett,  who  deprecated*  th^  over- 
whelming torrent  of  bank  paper^  which  flooded 
the  country,  which-mi^ht  eventually  much  injure 
those  planters  of  Virginia  or  Maryland  who  should 
placeconfidenceintbe  paper  of  uneiiartered  banks, 
and  hy  the  insolvency  of  such  institutiikis  be  left 
without-red  ress. 
.   The  resolutioa  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BRITISH  INTRIGUES. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRBaWBNT  OP  THE  UNrTBD  StATBS  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representativea  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  certain  documenU 
which  remain  in  the  Department  of  State.  They 
prove  that  at  a  recent  period,  whilst  the  United  States, 
notwithstanding  the  wrongs  sustained  by  them,  ceased 
not  to  observe  the  laws  of  peace  and  neutrality  towasda 
Great  Britain,  and  in  the  midst  of  amicable  profession* 
and  negotiations  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government* 
through  its  public  Ministers  here,  a  secret  agent  of  that 
Government  was  employed  in  certain  States,  mors  ea- 
pecially  at  the  seat  of  Government  in  Massachusetts, 
in  fomenting  disaffection  to  the  constituted  authoritiee 
of  the  nation ;  and  in  intrigues  with  the  disaffected  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  about  resistance  to  the  laws ; 
and  eventually,  in  concert  with  a  British  force,  of  de- 
stroying the  Union  and  forming  the  Eastern  part  tliere- 
of  into  a  political  connexion  with  Great  Britain. 

In  addition  to  the  eflfect  which  the  discovery  of  such 
a  procedure  ought  to  have  on  the  Public  CouncOs,  it 
will  not  fail  to  render  more  dear  to  the  hearts  of  all  good 
citi^ns  that  happy  Union  of  these  States,  which,  under 
Divine  Providence,  is  the  guarantee  of  their  liberties, 
their  safety,  their  tranquillity,  and  their  prosperitj. 
JAMES  MADISON. 


Mabcb  9,  1813. 
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Mr.  Henry  to  Mr,  Monroe. 
Philadelphia,  Fehrwury  20,  1812. 

8i&:  Much  observation  and  experience  have  con- 
vinced me,  that  the  injuries  and  insults  with  which  the 
Ignited  States  have  been  so  long  and  so  frequently 
Tisited,  and  which  cause  their  present  emburrassment, 
have  been  owing  to  an  opinion  entertained  by  foreign 
States,  '*  that  in  any  measure  tending  to  wound  their 
pride,  or  provoke  their  hostility,  the  Government  of 
this  country  could  nev^r  induct  a  greal  majority  of  iCs 
citizens  td  concur."— And  as  many  of  the  evils  which 
flow  from  the  influence  of  this  opinion  on  the  policy  of 
foreign  nations,  may  be  removed  by  any  act  that  ean 
produce  unanimity  among  all  parties  ia  America,  I  vol- 
untarily tender  to  you,  sir,'  such  means^  as  I  possess, 
towards  promoting  so  desirable  and  important  an  ob- 
ject'; which,  if  accomplished,  cannot  fail  to  extinguish, 
perhaps  forever,  those  expectations  abroad,  which  may 
protract  indefinitely  an  accommodation  of  existing  dif- 
ferences, and  check  the  progress  of  industry  and  pros- 
perity in  this  rising  Empire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  documents 
and  correspondence  relating  to  an  important  mission 
in  whieh  I  was  employed  by  dir  James  Craig,  the  tate 
Governor  General  of  the  British  Provinces  in  North 
America,  in  the  Winter  of  the  year  1809. 

The  publication  of  these  papers  will  demonstrate  -a 
fact  not  less  valuable  than  the  good  already  proposed ;  it 
will  prove  that  no  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on  the 
professions  of  good  faith  of  an  Administration,  which, 
by  a  series  of  disastrous  events,  has  fttflen  into  silch 
hands  as  a  Caibtlereagh,  a  Wellosley,  or  a  Liverpool-^— 
I  ahouU  rather  say  into  the  hands  of  the  stupid  subal- 
terns, to  whom  the  pleasures  and  the  indolence  of  tho6« 
Ministers  have  consigned  it.       . ' 

In  contrilratiAg  to  the  good  of  the  United  States  by 
an  exposition  which  cannot  (I  think)  fail  to  solve  und 
melt  all  cUvinen  and  di«tanion  aMong  Its  oitkens,  I 
flatter  myself  with  the  fond  expectation  that  when  it  is 
made  public  in  England  it  will  add  one-great  motive  to 
tba  many  that  already  exist,  to  induce  that  nation  Xo 
withdraw  its  confidenae  ^  from  ^non  whose  political 
career  is  a  fruitful  source  of  imury  and  embarrassment 
in  America ;  of  injustice  and  misery  in.  Ireland ;  of 
disttess  and  apprehension  in  England;  and  con- 
tempt everywhere.  In  making  this  coipmunicaiion 
to  yon,  sir,  I  deem  it  incumbent  on  me  distinctly  and 
unequivocally  to  state  that  I  adopt  no  party  views ; 
that  1  have  not  changed  an^  of  ohy  political  opipions; 
that  I  neither  seek  nof  desire  the  patronage  nor  coun- 
tenance of  any  Government  nor  of  any  party ;  and  that, 
in  addition  to  the  motives  already  expressed,  I  am  influ- 
enced by  a  just  resentment  of  the  perfidy  aAd  dishonor 
of  thdse  who  fifst  violated  the  conditions  upon  which  I 
received  their  confidence ;  who  have  injured  me  and 
disappointed  the  expe<ctations  of  my  friends,  and  left  m^ 
no  choice  but  between  a  degrading  acquiescence  in  in- 
justice, and  a  retaliation  which  is  necessary  to  secure 
to  me  my  own  respect 

This  wound  will  be  ielt  where  it  is  merited ;  and  if 
Sir  James  Craig  still  live,  his  shiiro  of  the  pain  will  ei- 
cite  no  sympathy  among  those  who  are  at  all  in  the 
secret  of  our  connexion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, dtc. 

J.HEJiRY. 

To  Hon.  Jamis  Mokbox, 

Secretary  of  State,  Jjrc, 


No.  I. 
Mr.  Ryland,  Secretary  to  Sir  JamiBS  Craig,  late  Got- 

emor  (General  of  the  BritSsh  Provinces  in  North 

America,  to  Mr.  Ilenry. 
AppHeatioH  to  undeHiAe  -the  Mieeion  to  Ike  Vnited 
Ststes, 
[Most  secret  and  confidential.] 

QuxBic,  January  26, 1809. 

Mt  DxAn  Sib:  The  extraordinary  state  of  things  at 
this  tinte  in  the  neighboring  States  has  suggested  to 
the  Governor-in-Chief  the  idea  of  employing  you  on  a 
secret  and  confidential  mission  to  Boston,  pro?ided  aa 
arrangepient  can  be  made  to  meet'the  important  snd 
in  view,,  without  throwing  an  absolute  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  your  professional  pursuits*  The  informatioa 
and  political  observations  heretofore  received  from  you 
were  transmitted  by  his  Excellency  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  who  has  expressed  his  particular  approbation 
of  them ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  thet  your  able  ezeco- 
tion  of^such  a  mission  as  I  have  suggested,  would  gife 
you  a  claim,  not  only  on  the  Governor  General,  hot 
on  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  which  might  eventuallf 
contribute  to  your  advantage.  You  will  have  the  gooa^ 
ness,  therefore,  to  acquaint  me,  for  his  Excelleacj't 
information,  whether  you  could  make  it  convenient  \» 
engage  in  a  mission  of  this  nature,  and  what  pecuni- 
ary assistance  would  be  requisite  to  enable  yon  ta^ 
undertake  it,  without  injury  to  yourselfl 

At  present,  it  is  only  neoessary  for  me  to  add,  that 
the  Crovernor  would  furnish  you  wjth  a  cipher  for  car* 
ryiog  on  your  correspondence ;  and  that,  in  case  the 
leading  party  in  any  of  the  States  wished  to  open  a 
communication  with  this  Government,  their  viewamigfat 
be  comtnunicated  through  you. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  my  dear  sir,  your 
most  faithful,  humble  servant, 

HERMAN  W.  RYLAND. 

JOHB  &XNBT,  Esq. 

f<o.% 
GeiMfal  Instmetieiis  li<em  Sir  J.  H.  Cratg^  to  Mr.  Henry, 

respecting  his  Secret  Mission, 
//w  Excelieney  the  Governor^n-Cki^s  Indrudkm 
to  Jnr.  Henry,  of  Pehruary,  1809. 
[Most  secret  and  confidential.] 

QusBKC,  F6bruary  6, 1809. 

Sib  ;  As  you  "have  so  readily  undertaken  the  ftrrice 
which  I  have  suggested  to  you,  as  being  Ukely  to  be 
attended  With  much  benefit  to  the  public  interesU,! 
am  to  request,  that,  with  your  earliest  convenience, yen 
will  proceed  to  Boston. 

Th^  principal  object  th^t  I  recommend  to  year  atten* 
tion,  is,  the  endeavor  to  obtain  the  most  accurate  infbf'^ 
ination  of  the  trae  state  of  aflktrs  in  that  part  of  the 
Union,  which,  from  its  wealth,  the  number  of  its  iaha^ 
itaots,and  the  known  intdligence  and  sibihty  of  semt^ 
of  iti  leading  men,  must  naturally  poaseas  a  very  eoa* 
siderable  influence  over,  and  will  iiKleed  probably  1m^ 
the  other  Eastern  Sutes  of  America  in  the  part  that 
they,  may  take  at  this  important  crisis. 

I  shall  not  pretend  to  point  out  to  yon  the  mods  by 
which  you  will  be  most  likely  to  obtain  this  important 
information ;  your  own  judgment,  and  the  oonnexioi^ 
which  you  »may  have  in  the  town,  vrnst  be  your  guide. 
I  think  it,  however,  necasaary  to  put  yon  on  your  goara 
against  t^e  sauguineness  of  an  «apliinf  p»rty.  The 
Federalists,  as  I  undenUnd,  have  at  all  times  diaco«- 
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ered  a  leuiiag  to  tbif  di^ontion ;  and  their  beiDg  ander 
tU  particukr  inflaeace,  at  this  moment,  is  the  more  to 
be  eTpeeUd,  from  their  hsTiog  no  ill-founded  ground 
for  their  hopes  of  being  nearer  the  attainment  of  their 
abject  than  they  have  been  for  some  years  past 

In  the  general  terms  which  I  hove  made  use  of  in 
describing  the  object  which  I  recommend  to  your  atten- 
tion, it  is  scarcely  necessary  that  I  should  observe,  I 
include  the  state  of  the  public  opinion,  both  with  regard 
to  their. internal  politics,  and  to  the  probability  of  a  war 
with  England ;  the  comparative  strength  of  the  two 
great  parties  into  which  the  country  is  divided,  and  the 
views  and  designs  of  that  which  may  ultimately  prevail. 
It  has  been  supposed,  that,  if  the  Federaliste  of  the 
Eastern  States  should  be  successful  in  obtaining  that 
decided  influence,  which  may  enable  them  to  direct  the 
public  opinion,  it  is  not  hnprobable,  that,  rather  than 
submit  to  a  continuance  of  the  difficulties  and  distress 
to  which  they  arc  now  subject,  they  will  exert  that 
influence  to  bring  about  a  separation  from  the  general 
Union.  The  earliest  information  on  this  subject  may 
be  of  great  consequence  to  our  Government,  as  it  may 
also  be,  that  it  should  be  informed  how  far.  in  such  an 
event,  they  would  look  up  to  England  for  assistance, 
or  be  disposed  to  enter  into  a  connexion  vnth  us. 

Although  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  that  you 
should  in  any  manner  appear  as  an  avowed  agent,  yet, 
if  you  could  contrive  to  obtain  an  intimacy  with  any 
of  the  leading  party,  it  may  not  be  improper  that  you 
should  insinuate,  (though  with  great  caution,)  that,  if 
they  should  wish  to  enter  into  any  communication  with 
cor  Government,  through  me,  you  are  authorized  to 
receive  any  such,  and  will  safely  transmit  it  to  me. 
And  as  it  may  not  be  impossible  that  they  should  require 
some  document,  by  which  they  may  be  assured^  that 
you  are  really  in  the  situation  in  which  you  represent 
yourself  I  enclose  a  credential  to  be  produced  in  that 
view.  But,  I  most  particularly  enjoin  and  direct  that 
yon  do  not  make  any  use  of  this  paper,  unless  a  desire 
to  that  purpose  should  be  expressed,  and  unless  you 
see  gtKMl  ground  for  expecting  that  the  doing  so  may 
lead  to  a  more  confidential  communication  than  yoq 
can  otherwise  look  for. 

In  passing  through  the  State  of  Vermont,  vbu  will 
of  course  exert  your  endeavors  to  procure  all  the  infor- 
mation that  the  short  stay  you  will  probably  make 
there  will  admit  of.  You  will  use  your  own  discretion 
as  to  delaying  your  journey  with  this  view,  more  or 
less,  io  proportion  to  your  prospects  of  obtaining  any 
information  of  consequence. 

I  request  to  hear  from  you  as  frequently  as  possible, 
and  as  letters  directed  to  me  might  exdte  suspicion,  it 
may  be  as  well  that  you  put  them  under  cover  to  Mr. 

,  and  as  even  the  addressing  letters  always  to  the 

same  person  might  attract  notice,  I  recommend  your 
sometimes  addressing  your  packet  to  the  Chief  Justice 
here,  or  occasionally,  though  seldom,  to  Mr.  Ryland, 
but  never  with  the  addition  of  his  official  description. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoHK  H«!f BT,  Esq.  J.  H.  CRAIG 

Copy  of  the  "  ofedmiiaP'  given  by  Sir  James  Craig 
to  Mr,  Henry, 
The  bearer,  Mr,  John  Henry,  is  employed  by  me, 
and  ftiU  confidence  may  be  placed  in  him  for  any  eom- 
mvoication  whieh  any  person  may  wish  to  make  to  me 
IB  the  busintas  committed  to  him.  In  fkitb  of  which 
1  have  given  him  this  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Que- 
beo,  the  6th  day  of  Febmary,  1800. 


[Copiee  of  the  letters  lirom  Mr.  Henry  to  Sir  Jamet 
Craig,  relative  to  his  mission  to  the  United  States,  in 
the  year  1809  J 

No.  1. 

Answer  to  the  letter  of  Jfr.  Secretary  Ryland^  propos* 

ing  the  mission,  4"C. 

MoifTRSAL,  Jan,  31,  1809. 

SlB :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  favor  of  your  letter 
of  the  26th  insUnt,  written  ^y  the  desire  of  his  Excel* 
lency,  the  Grovernor-ia«Chief,  and  hasten  to  express, 
through  you,  to  his  Excellency,  my  readiness  to  com* 
ply  with  his  wishes. 

I  need  not  add  how  very  flattering  it  is  to  receive 
from  His  Excellency  the  assurance  of  the  approbation 
of  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  very  hum- 
ble services  that  I  may  have  rendered. 

If  the  nature  of  the  service  in  which  I  am  to  be  en- 
gaged will  require  no  other  disbursemenU  than  ior  my 
individual  expenses,  I  do  not  apprehend  that  these  can 
exceed  my  private  resources. 

I  shaH  be  ready  to  take  my  departure  before  mj  in- 
structions can  be  made  out. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H. 

H.  W.  Rtland,  Esq.,  Secretary,  4«. 

No.  2. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General,  4-c.,  tit  on- 
stver  to  Ata  letter  of  instructions,  ^e, 

.MoiTTREAL,  Feb,  10,  1809. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  Excellency's  letter  of  instructions,  the  letter  of 
credence,  and  the  cipher  for  carrying  on  my  corre- 
spondence. I  have  bestowed  much  pains  upon  the 
cipher,  and  am,  notwithstending  this,  deficient  in  some 

r)inU  which  might  enable  me  to  understand  it  clearly, 
have  compared  the  example  with  my  own  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  cipher,  and  find  a  difference  in  the  re- 
sults ;  and  as  the  present  moment  seems  fovorable  to 
the  interforence  of  His  Majesty's  Govemlnent  in  the 
measures  pursued  by  the  Federal  party  in  the  Nortii- 
em  States,  and  more  especially  as  the  Assembly  of  Maa- 
sachusetto  is  now  in  session,  I  think  it  better  to  set 
forward  immediately,  than^ait  for  any  fbrther  expla- 
nation of  the  means  of  carrying  on  a  secret  correspond- 
ence, which  the  frequency  of  safe  private  conveyancea 
to  Canada  wiH  render  almost  wholly  unnecessary. 
Should  it,  however,  be  necessary  at  any  time,  I  take 
leAve  to  suggest  that  the  index  alone  furnishes  a  very 
safo  and  simple  mode.  In  it  there  is  a  number  for 
every  letter  in  the  alphabet,  and  particular  numbers 
for  particular  phrases ;  so  that  when  I  do  not  find  in  the 
index'^e  particular  word  I  want,  I  can  spell  it  with 
the  figures  which  stand  opposite  to  the  letters.  For 
example,  if  I  want  to  say  that "  troops  are  at  Albany," 
I  find  under  the  letter  T,  that  No.  16  stand*  for  'Hroops," 
and  number  126  for  "Albany ;  the  intervening  words 
"  are  at"  I  supply  by  figures  corresponding  with  the 
letters  in  these  words. ' 

It  vrill  be  necessary  to  provide  against  accident  by 

addressing  the  letters  to  Mr ,  of  Montreal,  vnHi  a 

small  mark  on  the  comer  of  the  envelope,  which  he 
will  understand.  When  he  receives  it  ho  will  then 
address  the  enclosure  to  voqr  Excellency,  and  send  it 
firom  Montreal  by  mail.  I  will  be  carefhl  not  to  address 
your  Excellency  in  the  body  of  the  letter,  nor  sign  my 
name  to  any  of  them.  They  will  be  merely  designated 
by  the  initials  A.  B. 
If  this  mode  should,  in  any  resptet,  appear  ezce^ 
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tionable,  yoar  Excellency  will  have  the  goodneif  to 
order  •  more  particulaF  explanation  of  the  card.  It 
would  reach  me  in  safety  enclosed  to     ■     ,  Boston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  respect,  your 
Iizcellency's  most  obedient  senrant,  dec  J.  H. 

No.  3. 
BuRLiiTOToir,  (Vt.O  Feb,  14,  180». 

8i»:  I  have  remained  here  two  days  in  order  fully 
to  ascertain  the  progress  of  ihe  arrangements  hereto- 
fore made  for  organizing  an  efficient  opposition  to  the 
General  Government,  as  well  as  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  opinions  of  the  leading  people  relative  to  tho 
measures  ot  that  party  ,which  has  the  ascendant  in  the 
National  Councils. 

On  the  subject  of  the  embargo  laws  there  seems  to 
be  but  one  opinion :  namely,  that  they  are  unneoessary, 
oppressive,  and  unconstitutional.  It  must  also  be  ob- 
served, that  the  execution  of  them  is  so  invidious  as  to 
attract  toward  the  officers  of  Government  the  enmity 
of  the  people,  which  is  of  course  transferable  to  the 
Government  itself;  so  that,  in  case  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts should  take  any  bold  step  toward  resisting  the 
execution  of  these  laws,  it  is  highly  probable  that  it 
may- calculate  upon  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Vermont. 

I  learn  that  the  Governor  of  this  State  is  now  visit- 
'ing  the  towns  in  the  northern  section  of  it,  and  makes 
no  secret  of  his  determination,  as  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  militia,  to  refuse  obedience  to  any  command 
from  the  General  Government  which  can  tend  to  inter- 
rupt the  good  understanding  that  prevails  between  the 
Citizens  of  Vermont  and  His  Majesty'rsubjects  in  Can- 
ada. It  is  further  intiinated  that,  in  case  of  a  war,  he 
will  use  his  influence  to  preserve  this  State  neutral,  and 
resist,  wi^  all  the  force  he  can  <!ommand,  any  attempt 
to  m^e  it  a  party.  '  I  need  not  add  that,  if  these  reso- 
lutions mre  carried  into  efiect,  the  «State  of  Vermont 
jnay  be  cbnsidered  as  an  ally  of  Great  Britain. 

To  what  extent  the  sentiments  whicli  prevail  in  this 
qaarter  -exist  in  the  neighboring  States,  or  even  in  iht 
eastern  section  of  this  State,  I  am  not  able  to  conjec- 
ture. I  only  say  with  certainty,  that  the  leading  men 
of  the  Federal  party  act  in  concert ;  and  therefore  in- 
for  that'a  common  sentiment  pervades  the  whole  body 
throughout  New  England. 

I  have  seen  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  now  in  Wash- 
ington to  his  correspondent  in,  this  place ;  and,  as  its 
contents  m^  serve  to  throw  some  light  on  passing 
events  ,there,  I  shall  send  either  the  original,  or  a  copy, 
with  this  despatch.  The  writer  of  the  letter  is  a  man 
of  character  and  veraci^;  and,  whether  competent  or 
not  to  form  correct  opinions  himseli,  is  probably  within 
th^  reach  of  all  the  knowledge4hat  can  be  obtained  by 
the  party  to  which  he  belongs. 

It  appears  by  his  statement  tha^there  is  a  very  form- 
idable majority  in  Congress  on  the  side  of  the  Admin- 
istration ;  notwithstanding  which,  4here  is  every  rea- 
son to  hope,  that  the  Northern  States,  in  their  distinct 
capacity,  will  unite,  and  resist,  by  force,  -a  ^ar  with 
Great  Britain.  In  what  mode  this  resistance  will  first 
show  itself  is  probably  not  yet  determined  upon ;  and 
may,  in  some  measure,  depend  upon  the  reliance  that 
the  leading  men  may  plat»  upon  assurances  of  support 
from  His  Majesty's  representative  in  Canada ;,  and  as 
I  shall  he  on  the  spot  to  tender  this  whenever  the  mo- 
ment arrives  that  it  can  be  done  with  effect,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  all  their  measures  may  be  ;nade  subordinate 
to  the  intentions  of  His  Majesty's  Government  Great 
pains  are  taken  by  tlie  men  of  talents  and  intetligance 


to  confirm  the  fears  of  the  common  people,  as  to  ^ 
concun«nce  of  the  Southern  DemocraU  in  the  pro- 
jects of  France ;  and  everything  tends  to  cncoonge 
the  belief,  that  the  diasokition  of  the  ConliMlertcj  will 
be  accelerated  by  the  -spirit  which  now  actuates  botk 
political  parties.    I  am,  6cc.  A.  B. 

No.  4. 
WiKDsoB,  (Vt.,)  Feb.  19, 1809. 

Sm  :  My  last  (No.  3)  was  written  at  Barlington, 
the  principal  town  in  the  northern  jmrt  of  the  State  of 
Vermont.  I  am  now  at  the  principal  town  in  the 
eastern  section. 

The  fallacy  of  men's  opinions,  when  they  act  anier 
the  influence  of  sensibility,  and  are  strongly  excited  bj 
those  hopes  which  always  animate  a  rising  party,  led 
me  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  opinions  which  I 
received  in  t^ie  northern  section  of  this  State;  which 
from  it&  contiguity  to  Canada  and  necessary  iDtc^ 
course  with  Montreal,  has  a  stronger  interest  in  pro- 
moting p.  good  understanding  with  His  Majesty's  Got- 
emment.  Therefore,  since  my  departure  from  Bor- 
lington,  I  have  sought  every  favorable  occasion  of  con- 
versing with  the  Democrats  on  the  probable  retuH  of 
the  policy  adopted  by  the  General  Xiovernmeot  The 
dilTerence  of  opinion  is  thus  expressed.  The  Fedenl 
party  declare  that,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  the  State  of 
Vermont  will  treat  separately  for  itself  with  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  and  support  to  the  utmost  the  stipulatioiis  into 
which  it  may  enter,  without  any  regard  to  the  policy 
of  the  General  Government.  Thie  Democrats,  on  ths 
other  hand^  assert,  that  in  such  a  case  as  that  contem- 
plated, the  people  would  be  nearly  divided  into  eqatl 
numbers ;  one  of  which  would  su]m><>^  ^®  Gofem- 
ment,  if  it  could  be  done  without  involving  the  people 
in  a  civil  war,  but,  at  all  events,  wouldvrisk  eveiythii^ 
in  preference  to  a  coalition  with  Great  Britais.  Thii 
difference  of  opinion  is  not  to  be  wholly  ascribed  to  the 
prejudices  of  party.  The  people  in  the  eastern  aection 
o{  Vermont  are  not  operated  upon  by  the  same  hopei 
and  Ibars  as  those  on  the  borders  of  the  British  colony* 
They  are  not  dependent  on  Montreal  for  the  nle  of 
their  produce  nor  the  supply  of  foreign  commoditiee. 
They  are  not  apprehensive  of  any  serious  daogen  or 
inconvenience  from  a  state  of  war;  and  although  they 
admit  that  the  Governor,  Council,  and  three-iboiths  of 
the  representation  in  Congress  are  of  the  FedersI  party, 
yet  they  do  not  believe  that  the  State  would  stand  alone 
and  resist  the  National  GovernmenL  They  io  o<)t, 
however,  deny  that,  should  the  State  of  Vermont  con- 
tinue to  be  represented  as  it  is  at  present,  it  would  m 
all  probability  unite  with  the  neighboring  States  in  any 
serious  plan  of  resistance  to  a  war  which  it  might  teem 
expedient  to  adopt.  This,  I  think,  is  the  safer  opinion 
for  you  to  rely  on ;  if,  indeed,  reliance  oognt  to  be 
placed  on  any  measure  depending  upon  the  will  of  the 
rabble,  which  is  ever  changing,  and  must  erer  be 
marked  with  ignorance,  caprice,  and  incoiisiftency. 
As  the  crisis  approaches,  the  difficulty  of  deciding Q^m^ 
a  hazardous  alternative  vfill  increase ;  and,  nnibrtu- 
nately,  there  is  not  in  Vermont  any  man  of  commtno- 
ing  talents  capable  of  attracting  general  confideDCMi 
infusing  into  the  people  his  nwn  spirit;  and,amidit 
the  oonfosion  of  conflicting  opinioiis,  dangers,  and  eom* 
motion,  competent  to  lead  in  the  patn  of  duty  or  m»j 
ty.  The  Governor  ia  mn  industrious,  prudent  OMOf  and 
has  more  personal  influence  than  any  other ;  ^^^ 
abilities  are  not  suited  to  th«  situatiou  in  which  a  o^ 
war  would  place  him.    I  am,  &c  ^  ^ 
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No.  5. 
AmiKBST,  (N.  H.,)  Feb,  33,  1809. 

8ir:  a  geDtleman  going  direct  to  Canada  affords  a 
•afe  and  favorable  opportunity  of  giving  you  some  fur- 
ther account  of  my  progress. 

I  will  not  make  use  of  the  post  offices  wheii  I  can 
avoid  it,  because  private  occasions  supersede  the  ne- 
cessity of  writing  m  cipher ;  and  the  contempt  of  de- 
cency and  principles,  which  forms  part  of  the  morals 
of  the  subaltern  officers  of  a  democracy,  would  incline 
them  to  break  a  seal  with  the  same  indifference  that 
they  break  their  words,  when  either  curiosity  or  inter- 
est is  to  be  indulged. 

1  have  not  had  sufficient  time  n^r  evidence  to  enable 
me  to  form  any  opinion  for  myself,  of  the  lengths  to 
which  the  Federal  party  will  carry  their  opposition  to 
the  National  Government  in  the  event  of  a  war;  much 
may  be  inferred  from  the  result  of  the  election  of  Gov- 
ernors which,  within  two  months,  will  be  made  in  the 
States  of  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and  Rhode 
Island.  From  all  I  know,  and  all  I  can  learn  of  the 
General  Government,  I  am  not  apprehensive  of  an  im- 
mediate war.  The  embargo  in  the  favorite  measure ; 
and  it  is  probable  that  other  means  will  be  employed  to 
excite  England  to  commit  some  act  of  hostility,  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  placing  the  responsibility  of  war  on 
that  country.  This  I  most  pavticularly  recommend  to 
the  consideration  of  Ministers.  The  dread  of  opposi- 
tion, and  of  the  loss  of  popuUrity,  will  certainly  keep 
the  mling  party  at  Washington  inactive.  They  will 
risk  anything  but  the  loss  of  power ;  and  they  are  wsU 
aware,  that  their  power  would  pass  away  with  the  first 
calamity  which  their  measures  might  bring  upon  the 
common  people,  from  whom  that  power  emanates,  un- 
less, indeed,  they  could  find  a  sufficient  excuse  in  the 
ooodttct  of  Great  Britain.  This  impression  cannot  be 
too  deeply  felt  by.Hb  Majesty's  Ministeis;  nor  too 
widely  spread  throughout  the  British  nation.  It  will 
furnish  a  sure  guide  in  every  policy  that  may  be  adopt- 
ed toward  the  United  Sutes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec.  A.  B. 

No^«. 

BosTo^r,  March  5,  1809. 

8ia  :  I  am  fiivored  with  another  opportunity  ol  writ* 
ing  to  yott  by  a  private  conveyance ;  and  think  it  prob- 
abla,  at  this  season,  that  the  frequency  of  these  will 
render  it  unnecessary  to  write  to  joti^  in  cipher. 

It  does  not  yet  appear  necessary  that  I  should  dia* 
coTor  to  any  person  the  purpose  of  my  visit  to  Boston ; 
Bor  is  it  probable  that  I  shall  be  compelled,  for  the  sake 
of  gaining  more  knowledge  o(  the  arrangements  of  tlie 
Federal  party  in  these  States,  to  avow  myself  as  a  reg- 
ular anthoriaed  agent  of  the  British  Government,  even 
to  those  individuals  who  would  feel  equally  bound  with 
myself  to  pceserve,  with  the  utmost  inscrutability,  so 
important  a  secret  from  the  public  eye.  I  have  suffi- 
cient means  of  informatipa  to  enable  me  to  judge  of 
the  proper  period  for  offering  the  co-operation  of  Great 
Britain,  and  opening  a  correspondence  between  the 
Governor  General  of  British  America,  and  those  indi- 
▼idaals  who,  from  the  part  they  take  in  the  opposition 
to  the  National  Government,  or  the  inflneoce  they  may 
poeoeas  in  any  new  order  of  things  that  may  grow  out 
of  the  present  differences,  should  be  qualified  to  act  on 
behalf  of  the  Northern  States.  An  apprehension  of 
mnj  much  state  of  things  as  is  pre-snppoyed  bv  thefe 
remarks,  begins  to  subside,  since  it  has  appeared,  by.  the 
condaet  of  the  General  Government,  that  it  is  seriovsly 


alarmed  at  the  menacing  attitade  ef  the  Norlhem 
States.  But,  although  h  is  believed  that  there  is  not 
probability  of  an  tmm^ate  war,  yet  no  dovbts  are  en- 
tertained that  Mr.  Madison  will  hll  upon  some  new 
expedients  to  hring  about  hostilities.  What  these  may 
be,  can  only  be  deduced  from  wh^t  appears  to  be  prac- 
ticable. A  nan-ini€reour$e  with  England  and  Franoe 
will  probably  supersede  the  embargo ;  which,  by  open- 
ing with  the  rest  of  Europe  a  partial,  legitimate  com- 
merce, and  offering  strong  temptations  to  that  which 
is  illegal,  will  expose  the  vessels  |o  capture,  detention, 
and  embarrassment;  will  justify  the  present  policy, 
and  produce  such  a  degree  of  irritation  and  resentment 
as  will  enable  the  Government  of  this  country  to  throw 
the  whole  blame  and  responsibility  of  war  from,  its  own 
shoulders  upon  those  of  the  British  Ministry*  If,  in 
this,  tfafe  party  attached  to  France  shoQld  calculate  with 
correctness,  and  the  coi^merce  of  Ntfw  England  should 
greatly  suffer,  the  merchants,  being  injured  and  dis- 
couraged, would  not  only  acquiesce  in  the  restrictive 
system*  but  even  submit  to  war.  On  the  other  hand, 
should  the  small  traffic,  permitted  by  a  non-intereourse 
law,  be  lucrative  and  uninterrupted,  the  people  weuld 
be  clamorous  for  more,  and  soon  compel  the  Govern- 
ment to  restore  the  friendly  relations  betweett  the  two 
countries. 

While  I  ofler  my  opinion  upon  this  subj^t,  I  cannot 
but  express  a  strong  hope  that,  if  any  terms  should  be 
proposed  by  either  Government,  to  which  ihe  *oth«r 
might  think  proper  to  accede,  that  a  principal  motive 
to  the  adjustment  of  difierences  should  be  understood 
to  arise  from  the  amicable  disposition  of  the  Eastern 
States,  particularly  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  This, 
as  it  would  increase  the  popularity  of  the  friends  of 
Great  Britain,  coQld  not  fail  to  promota  her  interests. 
If  it  could  not  be  done  formally  and  officially,  nor  in  a 
correspondence  between  Ministers,  still,  perhaps,  the 
administratiofi  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  might 
take  that  ground,  and  the  suggestion  would  find  ita 
way  into  the  papers  both  in  England  and  America. 

It  cannot  be  too  firequently  repeated,  that  this  coun. 
tiT  can  only  be  governed  and  directed  by  the  influence 
of  opinion,  as  there  is  nothing  permanent  in  ita  politi- 
cal institutions  $  nor  are  the  populace,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, to  be  veiled  on,  when  measures  become 
inconvenient  and  burdensome*  I  will  soon  write  again, 
and  am  yours,  dec.  A.  B. 

(In  cipher.)  No.  7. 

BosToa.  March  7,  1809. 

SiBvi  I  have  now  ascertained,  with  as  much  acca- 
rai;y  as  possible,  the  cdurse  intended  to  be  pursued  by 
the  party  in  Massachusetto  that  is  opposed  to  the  meas- 
ures and  politics  of  tl^  Administration  of  the  General 
Government. 

I  have  already  given  a  decided  opinion  that  a  declar- 
ation of  war  is  not  to  be  expected ;  but,  contrary  to  all 
reasonable  calculation,  shouUl  the  Congress  possess 
spirit  and  independence  enough  to  place  their  popu- 
larity in  jeopardy  by  so  strong  a  measure,  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetta  will  give  the  tone  to  the  neigh- 
boring States,  wiU  declare  itself  permanent  until  a  new 
election  of  members,  invito  a  Congress,  to  be  composed 
of  delegates  from  the  Federal  States,  and  erect  a  sepa- 
rata Government  for  their  common  defence  and  com- 
mon interest.  This  Congress  would  probably  begin  by 
abrogating  the  ofifensive  laws,  and  adopting  a  plan  for 
the  m^intanance  of  the  power  and  authority  uus  as- 
sumed. They  would,  by  such  an  act,  be  in  a  coi)d»> 
tion  to  make  or  receive  proposals  ^m  Great  Britain ; 
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and  I  ittould  teiie  the  fint  monMnt  to  open  m  cone- 
fpondenee  with  your  ExceUeiicj.  Scarcely  any  other 
aid  would  be  neceeMry,  and  perhape  none  reqmited, 
than  a  few  veMels  of  war  from  the  Halifiuc  station,  to 
pfoCeet  the  maritimer -towns  from  the  little  Navy  which 
ia  at  the  dbposal  <tf  the  National  Gk>Temment.  What 
pennanent  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  this 
section  of  the  Republic  would  grow  out  of  a  civil  com- 
motion, sudi  ss  might  be  expected,  Ho  person  is  pre- 
pared to  describe ;  but  it  seems  that  a  strict  alliance 
must  result  of  necessity.  At  present  the  opposition 
party  confine  their  calculations  merely  to  resistance  ; 
and  I  can  assure  you  that,  at  this  moment,  Uttey  do  not 
freely  eiitertain  the  project  of  withdrawing  the  Eastern 
States  finora  the  Union,  finding  it  a  very  unpopular 
topic ;  although  a  course  of  events,  sudi  as  I  havi^  al- 
ready mentioned,  would  inevitabjy  produce  an  incura- 
ble alienation  of  the  New  England  from  the  Southern 
States. 

The  truth  is,  the  common  people  have  so  long  re^ 
garded  the  Constitution  of  ^e  United  States  with  com- 
placency, that  they  are  now  only  disposed  in  thisquar- 
ter  to  treat  it  like  a  tenant  mistress,  whom  they  would, 
for  a  timd,  put  away  en  a  separate  maintenance,  but, 
without  ftirther  and  greater  provocation,  would  not  ab- 
solutely repudiate. 

It  vrill  soon  be  known  in  vrhat  situation  public  affairs 
are  to  remain  until  the  meeting  of  the  New  Congress 
Mi  May,  at  which  time,  also,  this  Legislature  will  igain 
assemble.  The  two  months  that  intervene  vrill  be  a  pe- 
riod of  much  anxiety. 

In  all  I  have  written  I  have  been  careful  not  to  make 
any  impression  analogous  to  the  enthusiastic  confidence 
.  entertained  by  the  opposition,  nor  to  the  hopes  and  ejf- 
pectations  that  animate  the  friends  of  an  alliance  be- 
tween the  Korthem  States  and  Great  Britain. 

I  have  abstracted  myself  from  all  t^e  sympathies 
these  are  oalculated  to  inspire ;  because,  notwithstand- 
ing that  I  feel  the  utmost  oonfidence  in  the  integrity 
of  intention  of  the  leading  charactets  in  this  political 
drama,  I  cannot  forget  that 'they  derive  their  power 
from  a  giddy,  inconstant  multitude ;  who,  unless  in 
the  ini^nce  under  consideration'  they  form  an  excep- 
tion to  all  general  rules  and  experience,  vnll  act  incon- 
sistently and  absurdly.    I  am  youn,  dte. 

A.  B. 

No.  8. 

BosToir,  March  9,  1809. 

Sir  :  In  mv  lettef  N6.  6, 1  took  the  liberty  to  express 
my  opinion  of  the  probable  efiectof  the  non-intercourse 
law,  intended  to  be  enacted ;  aiid  of  the  mode  by  which 
Great  Britain  may  defeat  the  real  intention  of  the 
American  Government  in  passing  it.  But  as  this  sort 
of  impunity  recommende^  might,  in  its  application  to 
every  species  of  commerce  that  would  be  carried  on, 
be  deemed  by  Great  Britsin  a  greater  evil  than  war 
itself  a  middle  course  might  easily  be  adopted,  which 
would  deprive  France  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  an 
intercourse  with  America,  without,  in  any  great  de- 
gree, irritating  the  maritime  States. 

The  high  price  of  all  A-meric'an  produce  in  France 
frimiBhes  a  temptation  which  mercantile  avarice  will 
be  unable  to  resist.  The  consequence  is  obvious.  But 
if,  instead  of  conde^nin^  the  vessels  and  cargoes  which 
may  be  arrested  in  pursuing  this  prohibited  commerce, 
^ey  should  be  compelled  to  go  into  a  British  port,  and 
the^  permitted  to  sell  them,  I  think  the  friends  of 
England  in  these  States  would  not  utter  a  complaint. 
Indeed,  I  have  no  doubt  6iat  if,  In  the  prosecntion  of  a 


lawful  voyage,  the  British  cruisers  should  tntt  tht 
American  ships  in  this  manner,  their  owners  would, in 
the  present  state  of  the  European  markets,  think  thsm* 
selves  very  fortunate,  as  it  would  save  them  the  trou- 
ble and  expense  of  landing  them  in  a  neutral  port,  tod 
from  thence  reshipping  them  to  England,  now  the  best 
market  in  Europe  for  the  produce  of  this  countiT. 
The  Government  of  the  United  Sutes  would  pTobtUj 
complain,  and  Bonaparte  become  peremptory;  bat 
even  that  would  only  tend  to  render  the  opposition  in 
the  Northern  States  more  resolute,  and  accelenUe  the 
dissolution  of  the  confederacy.  The  generosity  ind 
justice  of  Great  Britain  would  be  extolled;  slid  the 
commercial  States  exult  in  the  success  of  indixidQab 
over  a  Government  inimical  to  commerce,  and  to  whoie 
measures  they  can  no  longer  submit  with  patient  l^ 
quiescence.  The  elections  arc  begun ;  and  I  presome 
no  vigilance  or  industry  will  be  remitted  to  insure  the 
success  of  the  Federal  party.    I  am,  dec. 

A.  B. 

P.  S.  Intelligence  has  reached  Boston  that  s  non- 
intercourse  law  has  actually  passed,  and  that  Martin- 
ique has  surrendered  to  British  forces. 
No.  9, 
"BosToir,  Monk  13, 1809. 

Srm :  Yon  will  perceive,  firom  the  accounts  that  wil 
reach  you  in  the  public  papers,  both  from  Wsshington 
and  Massachusetts,  that  the  Federalists  of  the  North- 
em  States  have  succeeded  in  making  the  Congress  be- 
lieve thftt,  with  such  an  opposition  as  they  would  iiake 
to  the  General  Government,  a  war  must  be  confined  to 
their  own  territory,  and  might  be  even  too  much  ^ 
that  Government  to  sustain.  The  consequence  is.  that, 
after  all  the  parade  and  menaces  with  which  the  m- 
sion  commenced,  it  has  been  sufiered  to  end  without 
carrying  into  efifect  any  of  the  plans  of  the  Adainli- 
tration,  except  the  interdiction  of  commercial  inte^ 
course  with  England  and  France,  an  event  that  wn 
anticipated  in  my  former  letters. 

Under  what  new  circumstances  the  Congress  wo 
meet  <n  May,  will  depend  on  the  Stale  electioiis  and 
the  changes  that  Aiay  in  the  mean  time  take  plaee  m 
Europe.  With  regard  to  Great  Britain,  shecsn  sctfce^ 
ly  mistake  her  true  policy  in  relation  to  Americs.  " 
peaciB  be  the  first  object,  every  act  vrhich  can  inilj** 
the  maritime  States  ought  to  be  avmded,  because  ^ 
prevailing  disposition  of  these  will  generally  h*  suft- 
sieht  to  keep  the  Government  At>m  hasardinf  a^r^ 
tile  measures.  If  a  war  between  America  and  ft«^ 
be  the  grand  de^eratnm^  something  more  imu*  he 
done :  ^n  indnlgent  and  conciliatory  policy  bo^  ^ 
adopted;  Which  will  leave  the  DemocraU  without  a  pre- 
text for  hostilities ;  and  Bonaparte,  whose  passioss  are 
too  hot  for  delay,  will  probably  compel  thisOovenwient 
to  decide  which  of  the  two  great  belligerenU  is  to  be 
its  enemy.  To  bring  about  a  separation  of  the  »•*«•» 
under  distinct  and  independent  Governments,  is  «n 
affair  of  more  uncertainty,  and,  however  desfrable,ein- 
not  be  efll^cted  but  by  a  series  of  acts  and  a  loef  «<»• 
tinued  policy  tending  to  irritate  the  Southern  and  con- 
ciliate the  Northern  pctyple.  The  former  are  •gjj^ 
tnral,  the  latter  a  commercial  people.  The  mode  of 
cheriahing  and  depressing  either  is  too  obrious  to 
require  illustration.  This,  I  am  aware,  is  an  object  oT 
much  interest  in  Great  Britain,  as  it  would  ^'•'*  f?" 
cure  the  integrity  of  His  MajesU*s  possessions  on  this 
Continent,  and'  make  the  two  Governments,  or  what- 
ever nufober  the  present  oonfbderacy  might  form  intOf 
as  nsefrd  and  as  mtich  subject  to  the  influence  of  Great 
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Britein  as  her  Colonies  can  be  reitdered.  But  it  is  an 
olject  only  to  be  attained  by  stow  and  ctrcnmspect 
progression,  and  requires,  for  its  consummation,  more 
sAtention  to  the  affairs  which  agitate  and  excite  parties 
iB  this  country  than  Great  Britain  has  yet  bestowed 
upon  it.  - 

Ad  unpopular  war,  that  is,  a  war  produced  by  the 
hatred  and  prejudices  of  .one  party,  but  against  the 
ooDoent  of  the  other  party,  can  alone  produce  a  sudden 
separation  of  any  section  of  this  oowntry  from  the  com- 
mon head. 

At  ail  erents,  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  the  preserra- 
tkm  of  peace  that  Ch'eat  Briuin  shodld  make  any 
great  concesBibn  at  the  present  moment,  more  especi- 
ally, as  the  more  important  changes,  that  occur  in  Eu- 
rope might  render  it  inconvenient  for  her  to  adhere  to 
any  stipulations  in  favor  of  nedtral  maritime  nations. 

Although  the  non-intercourse  law  affords  but  a  very 
partial  relief  to  the  people  of  this  country  from  the  evils 
of  that  entire  suspension  of  commerce  to  which  they 
have  reluctantly  submitted  for  some  time  past,  I  lament 
the  repeal  of  the  embargo,  because  it  was  calculated  to 
accelerate  the  progress  of  these  States  towards  a  revo- 
lution that  would  have  put  an  end  to  the  only  Repub- 
lic that  remains  to  prove  that  a  Govemment  founded 
on  political  equality  can  exist  in  a  season  of  tri&l  and 
difficult,  or  is  calculated  to  insure  either  security  or 
bappinecs  to  a.  people.    I  am,  Slc 

A.  B. 
No.  10. 

BosTOH,  March  29,  1809. 

Sir  :  Since  my  letter  of  the  1 3th,  nothing  has  occur- 
red which  I  thought  worthy  of  a  qommuntcation. 

The  last  weeks  of  this  month,  and  tl^e  first  of  April, 
will  be  occupied  in  the  election  of  Governors  and  other 
executive  officers  in  the  New  England  States. 

The  Federal  candidate  in  New  Hampshire  is  already 
dected  by  a  majority  of  about  on^e  thousand  votes.  His 
competitor  Was  a  man  of  large  fortune,  extensive  con- 
nexions, and  inoflTensive  manners.  These  account  for 
the  smallness  of  the  majority. 

In  Connecticut  no  change  is  necessary,  and  none  is 
to  be  apprehended. 

In  Rhode,  Island  it  is  of  no  consequence  of  what 
party  the  Governor  is  a  member,  as  he  has  neither  civil 
nor  military  power,  being  merely  President  of  the 
Council, 

In  Massachusetts  it  is  certain  that  the  Federal  can- 
didate will  succeed. 

A  few  weeks  will  be  sufficient  in  brder  to  deterinine 
the  relative  strength  of  parties,  and  convince  Mr. 
Madison  that  a  war  with  Great  Britain  is  not  a  meas- 
ure upon  which  he  dare  venture.  Since  the  plsn  of 
an  organized  opposition  to  the  projects  of  Mr.  Jeffbr- 
son  was  put  into  operation,  the  whole  of  the  New 
England  States  have  transferred  their  politick!  power 
to  bis  political  enemies ;  and  the  reason  that  he  has 
still  so  many  adherents  is,  'that  those  who  consider  the 
only  true  policy  of  America  to  eonsbtin  the  cultiva- 
tion of  peace,  have  still  great  confidence  that  nothing, 
can  force  him  (or  his  successor,  who  acts  up  to  his 
system/  or  rather  is  governed  by  it,)  to  consent  to  war. 
They  consider  all  the  menaces  and  **  dreadful  nqte  of 
preparation*'  to  be  a  mere  finesse,  intended  only  to 
obtain  concessions  from  England  on  cheap  terms. 
From  every  sort  of  evidence,  I  confess  I  am  myself  of 
the  same  opinion,  and  am  fuUy  persuaded  that  this 
feiea,  wUdi  has  been  acting  at  Wadiington,  wiH  tar- 
mniate  ia  a  frill  p»of  of  the  imbeeillty  and  epiritlesr 


temper  of  the  actors.  '  A  war  attempted  withettt  the 
cotocurrendB  of  both  parties,  and  the  general  consient  of 
the  Northern  States,  which  constitute  the  bone  and 
muscle  of  the  country,  must  commence  without  hope, 
and  end  in  disgrace.  It  should,  therefore,  be  the 
peculiar  care  of  Great  Britain  to  foster  divisions  be* 
tween  the  North  and  South,  and,  by  succeeding  in 
this,  she  may  carry  into  effect  her  own  projects  in 
Europe,  with  a  total  disregard  of  the  resentments  of 
the  democrats  of  this  country.    I  am,  dec.        A.  B. 

No.  11. 

BosTOjr,  April  13«  1809. 

Sim:  I  send  to   Mr.  R a; pamphlet  entitled 

«  Suppressed  Documents.*V  The  notes  and  comments 
were  written ,  by  the  gentleman  who  has  writtei^  the 
analysis  which  I  sent  by  a  former  convevancs.  These 
works  have  gceatly  -contributed  to  excite  the  fears  of 
the  men  of  talents  and  property,  who  now  prefer  the 
chance  of  maintaining  their  party  by  open  resistanoe 
and  a  final  reparation,  to  an  aUiahce  wilh  France  and  a 
war  with  England;  so  that,  should  th^  Government 
unexpectedly,  and  contrary  to  all  reasonable  calcula- 
tion, attempt  to  involve  the  country  in  a  measure  of 
that  nature,  I  am  convinced  (now  that  the  elections 
have  all  terminated  favorably)  that  none  of  the  New 
England  States  would  be  a  party  in  it..  But,  as  I 
have  repeatedly  written,  th^  General  Government  does 
not  seriously  entertain  any  such  desire  or  intention. 
Had  the  minority  in  the  New  England  States  oon- 
tinued  to, approve  -of  the  public  measures,  it  is  ex- 
tremely probably  that  Great  Britain  would  now  have 
to  choose  between  war  and  concession.  But  the  as- 
pect of  thiogs  in  this  respect  u  changed,  and  a  war 
would  produce  an  incurable  alienation  of  the  Eastern 
States,  and  bring  the  whole  country  in  subordination 
to  the  interests  of  England,  whose  Aavy  would  pre- 
scribe and  enforce  the  teems  upon  which  the  commer^ 
cial  Stetes  should  carry,  and  the  agricultural  States 
export,  their  surplus  produce.  AU  this  is  as  weU 
known  to  the  democrats  as  to  the  other  party ;  there- 
fore, they  will  avoid  a  war,  at  least  until  the  whole 
'nation  is  unanimous  for  it.  Still,  when  we  consider  of 
what  materials  the  Government  is  formed,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  speak  with  any  certainty  of  theb  measures. 
The  past  Administration,  in  every  transaction,  presents 
to  the  mind  only  a  muddy  cotnmizture  of  folly,  weak- 
ness, and  duplicity.  The  spell  by  which  the  nations 
of  Europe  have  been  rendered  inert  and  inefficient, 
when  they  attempted  to  shake  it  off*,  has  stretched  its 
shadows  across  the  Atlantic,  and  made  a  msjority  of 
the  people  of  these  States  alike  blind  to  duty  and  to 
their  true  interests.    I  am,  dtc.'  A.  B. 

No.  1,2. 
^    BofToii,  Jprii  36,  1809. 

Srm :  Since  my  letter  No.  11, 1  have  had  but  little 
to  communicate. 

I  have  not  yet  been,  able  to  ascertain, with  sufficient 
aceuracy,  the  relative  strength  of  the  two  parties  in  the 
legislative  bodies  in  New  England. 

In  aU  of  these  States,  however,  Gkivernon  have  been 
elected  out  of  the  Federal  party,  and  even  the  South- 
ern papere  indicate  an  unexpected  augmentation  of 
Federal  members  in  the  next  Congress. 

The  correspondence  between  Mr.  Erskine  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  Washington  you  will  have  seen 
before  this  can  reach  you.  It  has  given  mueh  aatis- 
feetioB  to  the  Federal  party  here,  because  it  promise 
aa  eqteiption'  fioa  the  evil  most  feared,  (a  war  ^rith 
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Eiigknd,)  and . juttifiei  Uieii'  psrtiality  lowftrds  Great 
Britain,  which  th^j  maintaia  was  founded  upon  a  full 
conviction  of  l^r  justice,  and  sincere  disposition  to  pre- 
serve peace.  Even  the  democrats  affect  to  be  satisfied 
with  it ;  because,  as  they  insist,  it  proves  the  efficacy 
of  the  restrictive  system  of  Mr.  Jelferson. 

But  the  great  benefit  thM  will  probably  result  firom 
it  will  be,  that  Bonaparte  may  be  induced  to  force  this 
country  from  her  neutral  position.  Baffled,  in  his  at- 
tempts to  exclude  from  the  Continent  the  manufactures 
of  Greit  Britain,  he  will  most  likely  confiscate  all 
American  property  in  his  dominions  and  dependencies, 
and  declare  war.  Nothing  could  more  than  this  con- 
tribute to  give  influence  tand  stability  to  the  British 
party.  The  invidious  occurrences  \}(  the  rebellion 
would  be  forgotten  in  the  resentment  of  the  people 
against  France,  and  they  would  soon  be  weaned  from 
that  attachment  to  her  which  is  founded  on  the  aid 
that  was  repdered  to  separate  from  the  mother  country. 
While  Crreat  Britain  waits  for  this  natural,  I  might  say 
accessary,  result  of  the  negotiation,'  would  it  not  be 
extremely  inexpedient  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  the 
American  Government  1  Every  sort  of  evidence  and 
experience  prove  that  the  democrats  consider  their  po- 
litical ascendancy  in  a  gpreat  measure  dependent  on 
the  hostile  spirit  that  they  can  keep  alive  towards 
Great  Britain,  and  recent  events  demonstrate  that  their 
conduct  will  be  predicated  upon  that  conviction ;  it  is, 
^erefbre,  not  to  be  expected  that  t)iey  will  meet,  with 
corresponding  feelings,  a  sincere  disposition  bn  the 
part  of  England  to  adjust  all  matters  in  dispute.  They 
are  at  heart  mortified  and  disappointed  to  find  that 
Ch'eat  Britain  has  been  in'  advance  of  the  French  (Gov- 
ernment in  taking  advantage  of  the  provisional  clauses 
of  the  non-intercoutse  law ;  and  if  they  show  any  spirit 
at  &e  next  session  of  Congress  towards  France,  it  will 
be*  only  becaifse  they  will  find  Bonaparte  deaf  to  en- 
treaty and  insensible  of  past  favors ;  or  that  they  may 
think  it  safer  to  float  with  the  tide  of  public  feeling, 
which  will  set  strongly  against  him  unless  he  keep/>aft 
/MWttf  with  England  in  4  conciliatory  policy. 

I  am,  Ac.  /  A.  B.   . 

Nb.  13. 

BosTOK»  Mhy  5,  1809. 
8iR :  Although  the  recent  changes  that  have  occur- 
red quiet  all  apprehension  of  war«  and,  consequently, 
lessen  all  hope  of  a  separation  of  the  States,  I  t^ink  it 
necessary  to  transmit  by  the  mail  of  each  week  a  sketch 
of  passing  events. 

On  local  politics  I  have  nothing  to  add ;  and  as  the 
parade  that  is  made  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
the  sincere  disposition  of  Mr.  Madison  to  preserve  ami- 
cable relations  with  Great  Britain  is,  in  my  opinion,  cal- 
culated to  awaken  vigilance  and  distrust,  rather  than 
inspire  confidence,  I  shall  (having  nothing  mofe  im- 
portant to  write  about,)  take  leave  t6  examine  his 
motives. 

I  am  not  surprised  at  hia  conditional  removal  of  the 
non-intercourse  law,  with  respect  to  Great  Britain^  be*' 
cause  it  was  made  incumbent  on  him  by  the  act  of 
Congress;  but  the  observations  made  on  his  friendly 
disposition  towards  Great  Britain  is  k  matter  of  no 
little  Mtonishment.  The  whole  tenor  of  his  political 
life  directly  and  unequivocally  contradicts  them.  Hi< 
speech  on  the  British  Treaty  hi  1796;  his  attempt. to 
pass  a  law  for  the  confiscation  of  <*  British  debts!'  and 
Aritish  property;  his  oommerdal  resolutions, grounded 

S^arently  on  an  idea  of  making  America:  liseful  as  a 
eny  to  France;  his  conduct  while  6«c^etary  pf 


State;  aU  ibrm  an  assembUge  of  probabilities  teadiif 
to  oonvinoe  me,  at  least,  that  he  does  not  ssriowlj 
desire  a  treaty  in  which  the  rights  and  pretensions  of 
Great  Britain  would  be  fairly  recognised.  It  sesmi 
impossible  that  he  should  at  once  divest  himsslf  ofhii 
habitual  animosity,  and  that  pride  of  opinion  which 
his  present  situation  enables  him  to  indulge;  but, 
above  all,  that  he  should  deprive  his  fiiendi  and  i«p- 
porters  of  the  benefit  of  those  prejudices  which  bait 
been  carefully  fostered  in  the  minds  of  the  comiaoa 
people  towards  England,  and  which  have  so  malcriaUj 
contributed  to  invigorate  and  augment  the  demoottie 
party.  Whatever  his  real  motives  may  be,  it  it,  ii 
this  stage  of  the  afiair,  harmless  enough  to  inquire  into 
the  cause  of  the  apparent  change.  He  probably  aeti 
under  a  conviction  that,  in  the  present  temper  of  Uw 
Eastern  States,  a  war  tould  not  fail  to  produce  a  dii- 
sohitioii  of  the  Union ;  or  he  may  have  profited  by  tht 
mistakes  of  his  predecessor,  and  is  inclined  to  seiiethi 
present  opportunity  to  prove  to.  the  world  that  he  ii 
determined  to  be  the  President  of  a  nation,  rather  tbas 
the  head  of  a  faction;  or  he  has  probably  gone  thai 
hx  to  remove  the  impression  on  the  minds  of  muj 
that  he  was  under  the  influence  of  France,  in  oidar 
that  he  may,  with  a  better  grace,  and  on  mere  tembie 
grounds,  quarrel  with  Great  Britain  in  the  progreei  of 
negotiating  a  treaty.  Whatever  his  motives  may  be, 
I  am  very  certain  his  party  will  not  support  him  in 
any  InaAly  and  generous  policy.  Weak  men  are  lore 
to  temporize  when  great  events  call  upon  them  ibr  de- 
cision, and  are  sluggish  and  inert  at  the  moment 
when  the  worst  of  evils  is  in  action.  This  ii  tb« 
character  of  the  democrats  in  the  Northern  Statei.  0^ 
those  of  the  South  I  know  but  little.    I  am,  &c 

A.B. 
No.  14. 

BosTOv,  May  26, 1809. 
Sir:  My  last  was  under  date  of  the  5th  inetint 
The  unexpected  change  that  has  taken  place  in  tbe 
feelings  of  political  men  in  this  country,  in  come* 
quence  of  Mr.  Madison's  prompt  acceptance  of  tbe 
friendly  proposals  of  Gjeat  Britain,  has  caused  a  tem- 
porary suspension  of  the  conflict  of  parties;  and  tbe^ 
both  regard  him  with  equal  wonder  and  diftroit' 
They  all  ascribe  his  conduct  .to  various  mociTes,  bat 
none  believe  him  to  be  in  earnest. 

The  Sute  of  New  York  has  returned  to  the  Aeiem- 
bly  a  majority  of  fMeral  members.  All  this  po»J* 
that' an  anti-commercial  faction  cannot  rule  the  North- 
ern Sutes.  Two  months  ago  the  Sute  of  New  Tork 
was  not  ranked  among  the  States  that  would  adopt 
the  policy  of  that  of  Massachusetts;  and  any  &▼<>»«• 
change  was  exceedingly  problematical.  . 

I  beg  leavjB  to  suggest  that,  in  the  present  state  « 
things  in  this  country,  my  presence  can  contribute 
very  littlis  to  the  interesU  of  Great  Britain.  If  ^' 
Erskine  be  sanctioned  in  all  he  has  conceded,  brn0 
Migesty's  ministers,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me,  as  udeea 
it  would  be  unavailing,  to  make  any  attempt  ^^^ 
into  effeQt  the  original  purposes  of  my  mission.  *^"^ 
I  think  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give  this  intimation  to  you. 
I  beg  it  may  be  understood  that  I  consider  myeelf  en- 
tirely at  the  disposal  of  His  Mi^jesty's  Govsmment  i 
am,  dtc  A.  B- 

Ro,  16. 
MoxrmxAX,  June  18,  IM*. 
Sim :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Ex c«llsB<y 
that  I  nceived,  through  Mr.  Secretaiy  Rytsndfytv 
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Ezeelleney's  commands  to  retarn  to  Canada ;  and  aftor 
the  delaj  incident  to  this  season  of  the  year,  in  a  joniw 
ney  from  Boston,  armed  here  yesterday. 

YoQT  Excellency  will  have  seen,  by  the  papers  of 
the  latest  dates  from  the  United  States,  that  a  fi>rmida- 
ble  opposition  is  already  organized  in  Congress  to  th6 
late  measures  of  Mr.  Maditon ;  and  it  is  Teiy  evident 
that,  if  he  be  sincere  in  his  professions  of  attachment 
to  Cireat  Britain,  his  party  will  abandon  him.  Sixty- 
one  members  have  ahwady  voted  agaiqst  a  resoldtion 
to  approve  of  what  he  has  done ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
the  rest  of  the  democratic  party  will  follow  the  example 
as  soon  as  they  recover  from  the  astonbhment  into 
wliich  his  apparent  defection  has  thrown  them.     . 

The  present  hopes  of  the  Federalists  are  founded  on 
the  probability  of  a  war  with  France ;  but,  at  all  events, 
this  par^  is  strong  and  well  organized  enough  to  pre- 
vent a  wajr  with  England 

It  would  be  now  superfluous  to  tcouble  your  Excel- 
lency with  an  account  qf  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
arrangements  made  by  the  Federal  party  to  resist  any 
attempt  of  the  Government  unfavorable  to  Great  Brit- 
ain. They  were  such  as  do  great  credit  to  their  ability 
and  principles ;  and,  while  a  judicious  poliinr  is  oh- 
served  by  Great  Britain,  secure  her  interest^  in  America 
imm  decay.  My  fear  of  inducing  a  false  security  on 
the  part  of  His  Mdesty's  Government  in  their  effici- 
ciency  and  eventual  success,  may  have  inclined  me  to 
refinin  from  doing  them  ihat  justice  in  n^y  form<n'  let- 
ters which  I  willingly  take  the  present  occasion  to  ex- 


I  trust  your  Excellency  .will  ascribe  the  style  and 
manner  of  my  communications,  and  the  frequent  am- 
biguities introduced  in  them,  as  arising  from  the  secrecy 
necessarv  to  be  observed,  and  m^  consciousness  that 
you  understand  my  meaning,  on  the  inost  delicate 
points,  without  risking  a  particular  explanation. 

I  lament  that  no  occasion  commensurate  to  my 
wishes  has  permitted  me  to  prove  how  much  I  value 
the  confidence  of  your  Excellency,  and  the  approbation 
already  expressed  by  His  Majesty's  Minister.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &c  J.  H. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  letters  are  the  same  re- 
hrred  to  in  the  letter  of  H.  W.  Ryland,  Esq.,  dated 
May  1,  1809,  relatitig  to  the  mission  in  which  I  was 
employed  by  Sir  James  Craig,  by  his  letleir  of  instroo- 
ttea,  bearing  dale  Febraavy  «,  IB%9. 

JOHN.  HENRY. 

Mr.  Ifyland  to  Mr.  Henry. 

QuKVBc,  JIfay,  I,  1809. 

Mx  DiAB  Sim :  The  news  we  have  received  this  day 
from  the  States  Will,  I  imagine,  soon  bring  you  baoL 
to  as;  and  if  you  arrive  at  Montreal  by  the  middle  of 
June,  I  shall  probably  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you 
there,  as  I  am  going  pp  with  Sir  James  and  a  Urge 
sniip.  The  last  letters  received  from  you  are  to  the  1 3th 
April.  .  The  whole  are  now  transcribing,  for  the  jpur- 
poee  of  being  sent  home,  where  they  cannot  fail  of  do- 
ing you  great  credit,  and  I  most  certainly  hope  they 
may  eventually  contribute  to  your  permanent  advan- 
tage. It  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  the  assurance  that 
no  efifort  within  the  oomfiasaof  my  power  shall  be  want- 
ing to  this  end. 

I  am  cruelly  out  of  spirits  at  the  idea  of  old  England 
tmekKng  to  such  a  debased  and  accursed  Government 
as  that  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  the  tnmhlo  joo  Jiave 
tUaa  ia  piootrinf  the  hooka,  thoogh*  i£  Spam  fiula,  I 


shall  scarcely  have  heart  to  look  into  them.  I  can  add 
n4  more,  but  that  I  am,  most  heartily  and  afiectionately, 
yours,  H.  W.  R. 

J.  Hehkt,  Ef:q.,  Botton.  * 

Mr,  Ryland  to  Mr.  Henry. 

Mat  4,  1809. 
Mx  DxAR  Sir  :  You  must  consider  the  short  letter 
I  wrote  to  you  by  the  last  post  as  altogether  unofficial ; 
but  I  am  now  to  intimate  to  you,  in  a  more  formal 
manner,  9ur  hope  of  your  speedy  return,  as  the  ol^eet 
of  your  journey  seems,  for  the  present  at  leapt,  to  be  at 
an  end. 

We  have  London  news,  by  the  way  of  the  river,  up 
to  the  6th  of  March,  which  tallies  to  a  day  with  what 
we  have  received  by  the  way  of  the  States. 

Heartily  wishing  you  ajMfe  and  speedy  jonrujey  back 
to  us,  I  am,  my  dear  sir,  most  sincerely,  yours, 

H.  W.  R. 

Have'  the  goodnestf  to  bring  my  books  with  you, 
though  I  shall  have  little  spirit  to  look  into  them,  un- 
less yon  bring  good  news  from  Spain. 

JoHir  HxKRT,  Esq.  ' 

Mr.  Henry  to  Mr.  Put. 

,  JuKX  13,  18U. 

Sir  :  I  take  (he  liberty  to  enclose  to  you  a  memorial 
addressed  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  and  beg  you  will 
have  the  -goodness  either  to  examine  the  documents  in 
your  offiee,  or  those  in  my  own  possession,  touching  the 
extent  and  legitimacy  of  my  claim. 

Mr.  Ryland,  the  Secrete^  of  Sir  J.  Craig,  is  now  in 
London,  and,  from  his  oflkial  knowledge  of  Uie  transae- 
tions  and  .  facts  alluded  to  in  the  mevierial,  oan  give 
any  information  required  on  that  subject.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  dec  J.  H. 

Memorial  of  Mr.  Henry  to  Lord  LlverpooL 
The  undersigned  most  respectfully  submits  the  fol- 
lowing statement  and  memorial  to  the  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool: 

Long  before  and  during  the  administration  of  your 
Lordship*s  predecessor,  the  undersigned  bestowed  much 
personal  attention  to  the  state  of  parties,  and  to  the 
political  measures  in  the  United  States  of  America. 


Soon  after  the  affiur  of  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  when 
His  Majesty's  Governor  General  of  British  America  a 
had  reason  to  believe  that  the  two  countries  would  be 
involved  in  Ji,war,  and  had  submitted  to  His  Migesty's 
Ministers  the  arranfements  of  the  English  party  in  the 
United  Sutes  for  an  efficient  resistance  to  Uie  Geppral 
Government,  which  would  probably  terminate  in  a 
separation  of  the  Northern  States  from  the  general 
Confederacy,  he  applied  to  the  undersigned  to  under- 
take a  mission  to  Bostqn,  where  the  whole  concerns  of 
the  opposition  were  managed.  The  object  of  the  mis- 
sion was  to  promote  and  encourage  the  Federal  party 
to  resist  the  measures  of  the  General  Government,  to 
offer  assurances  of  aid  and  support  from  His  Majesty's 
Government^  of  Canada,  and  to  open  a  communication 
between  the  leading  men  engaged  in  that  opposition 
and  the  Governor  General,  upon  such  a  footing  aa 
drcumstauces  might  suggest ;  and,  finally,  to  render 
the  plans  then  in  contemplation  subservient  to  the 
views  of  His  Majesty's  Government. 

The  undersigned  undertook  the  mission,  which  lasted 
from  the  month  of  Janoary  to  the  month  of  June,  in- 
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olMhre,  during  which  period  Ihoee  poblie  acts  and 
legitUtiTe  resoluiioiia  of  the-AsMmbliM.of  Maasaelw- 
setta  and  Connecticut  were  passed  which  kept  the 
General  Government  of  the  United  Statea  in  check, 
and  deterred  it  from  carrying  into  execution  the  meas- 
ures of  hostility  with  which  Great  Britain  was  me- 
naced. 

For  his.sernces  on  the  occasions  herein  recited,  and 
the  loss  of  time  and  expenses  incurred,  the  under- 
signed neither  sought  nor  receired  any  compensation, 
but  trusted' to  the  known  justice  and  liberality  of  His 
Maiesty's  Government  for  the  reward  ot  senrioes 
which  could  not,  he  humbly  eoBceiveB,  be  estimated  in 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  On  the  patronage  and- 
support  which  was  promised  in  -the  letter  of  8ir  J. 
Craig,  under  date  of  the.€0th  January,  1809,  (wherein 
he  gives  an  as^rance  *^  that  the  former  durrespond- 
ence  and  political  information  transmitted  by  the  un- 
dersigned had  met  with  the  particular  approbation  of 
His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State ;  and  thai  his  exe- 
cution of  the  mission,  proposed  to  be  undertakes  in 
.  that  letter,  would  give  him  a  daim,  not  only  on  the 
Governor  General,  but  on  His  Migesty's  Ministers,") 
the  undersigned  has  relied,  and  now  most  respectfully 
claims,  in  whatever  mode  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  may 
be  pleased  to  adopt 

The  undersigned  most  respectfully  takes  this  occa- 
sion to  etate  that  Sir  J.  Craig  promised  him  an  em- 
ployment in  Canada,  worth  upwards  of  one  thousand 
pounds  a  year,  by  his  letter,  herewith  transtnitted*  uil- 
dor  date  of  September  13^  1809,  which  he  has  just 
learned  has,  in  consequence  of  his  absence,  been  given 
to  another  person.  The  under«fl[ned  abstains  from 
eommenting  on  this  transaction,  and  most  respectfblly 
suggests  that  the  appointment  of  Judge  Advocate 
General  of  the  province  of  Lower  Canada,  with  a 
salary  of  five  hundred  pounds  <a  year,  or  a  Consulate 
in  the  United  States,  tint  curia,  would  be  considered 
by  him  as  a  liberal  dischavge  of  any  obligation  that 
HiB  ^Majesty's  Government  may  entertain  in  relation 
to  his  services. 

Mr.  Peel,  8§er^mry  tfo  Lord  Liwerp^ol,  to  Mtr.  Hemry* 
Dowiriiro  6f  biet^  June^  S8,  181 1. 

Sib:  I  have  not  foiled  to  lay  before  the -Eari  of 
Liverpool  the  memorial,  together  with  several  endo- 
sures,  which  was  delivered  to  me  a  few  days  since  by 
General  ^oft,  at  your  desire. 

His  Lordship  has  directed  me  to  acquahit  you  that 
he  has  referred  to  the  correipondence  in  this  office  of 
the  year  1809,  and  finds  two  letters  from  Sir  James 
Craig,  dated  10th  April  and  0th  May,  transmit^s  ^^^ 
correspondence  ^at  has  paased  during  your  residenco 
in  the  Northern  States  of  America,  and  expressing  his 
confidence  in  your  ability  and  judgment,  but  Lord 
Live^ol  has  not  discovered  any  ^wish  on  the  part  of 
Sir  James  Craig  that  your  claims  for  compensation 
should  be'  referred  to  this  country,  nor  indeeid  is  allu- 
sion made  to  any  kind  of  arrangement  or  agreement 
that  had  been  made  by  that  oflicer  with  you.    , 

Under  these'  circumstances,  and  had  not  Bit  James 
Craig  determined  on  his  immediate  return  to  England, 
it  would  have  been  Lord  Liveipool's  wish  to  have  re- 
ferred your  memorial  to  him,  as'  being  better  enabled 
to  appreciate  the  ability  and  success  with  which  you 
executed  a  mission  undertaken  at  his  desire.  Lord 
Liverpool  wUl,  however,  transmit  it  to  Sir  James  Craigr's 
successor  in  the  Government,  with  an  assurance  that, 
firom  the  recommendatioiM  ho  has'UBcetved  in  your 


fovor,  and  the  opinion  he  has  formed  ob  your  eomi- 
pondence,  he  is  convinced  the  public  service  wiU  be  be- 
nefited by  your  active  employment  in  a  public  sitaatioA. 

Lord  Liverpool  will  also  feel  himself  bound  to  fire 
the  same  assurance  to  the  Marqnb  Wellesley,  if  then 
is  any  probability  that  it  will  advance  the  anccm  oi 
the  appyeatioB  which  you  have  made  to  his  Lordelii]|. 

I  am,  sir,  your  moot  obedient  humble  senrant, 

ROBERT  PEEL. 

J.  Hbbbt,  £sq.»  N0..27,  Leieetier  Squart.      • 

Mr.  Ryiand  lo  Mr.  Henry. 

Tuesday  Etkhibo,  Ju/yS,  1811. 

Mt  Dxab  Hbkbt  :  It  gives  me  real  pleasure  to  find 
that  the  affprehensioki  I  had  formed  with  respect  to  the 
fulfilment  of  your  expectations  is  likely  to  prove  ens- 
neous.  '  As  everything  which  passed,  relative  to  your 
mission,  was  in  writing,  I  think  you  will  do  well  inb* 
mitting  to  Mr.  Peel  all  the  original  papers.  I  d^ 
could  give  no  other  information  relative  to  the  subject, 
than  what  they  contain,  as  you  and  I  had  no  opportB- 
nity  of  any  verbal  communication  respect^gittilliAar 
your  mission  terminated,  and  I  never  wrote  yon  •  let- 
ter in  the  Governor's  name,  which  had  not  previoodj 
been  submitted  to  his  correction. 

The  impression  I  had  received  of  your  character  tod 
abilities  made  me  anxious  to  serve  you,  even  before  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  a^oaihtanoe  with  joa, 
and  the  same  desire  has  operated  on  me  ever  since;  I 
am,  therefore,  entitled  to  hope  that  any  opinion  whidi 
I  may  have  given  you,  as  to  your  best  mode  of  ohtaiii- 
ing  an  employment  under  Government,  willbe  receifed 
with  the  same  candor  that  gave  rise  to  it.  I  thiok  70a 
will  do  well  to  persevere,  as  you  propose.  I  bt»e  w 
doubt  that  etery  letter  from  you,  which  Sir^tmn^Jrt 
home,  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Peel's  ofiSce,  as  the  erfib- 
lished  practice  there  is  to  bind  the  despatches  tod  en- 
closures yearly  up  together. 

H.W.RYLAND. 

Jobb  HiNBT,  Esq.,  dbc 

Mr.  Henry  to  Mr  PeA 
27^  Lkicx$tbk  S^uabx,  Lovaev* 
Sepi(mhgri,Viii* 
Sib:  I  h«ve  joat  loaoied  the  ultisMto  deeMi««[ 
my  Lord  Wellesloy,  relative  to  the  BfipointBMBtfW 
I  wu  doeinMii  t^obuin ;  and  find  that  the  sabeiiOBK 
relations  between  the  two  countries  forbid  tbecrestinf 
a  new  oflice  in  the  United  Statoo,  ooch  sslvisso- 
licitous  to  obtain.  In  this  state  of  things  I  have  not  a 
moment  to  lose  in  returning  to  ^Canada;  tod  ha^ 
taken ^  my  passage  in  the  last  and  only  ship  tbtt  siitf 
for  Quebec  thb  season.  As  I  have  not  time  to  enter 
{de  novo)  into  explanations  with  the  gendemsn  who 
.is  in  your  ofllce,  and  as  I  have  received  the  sssuranees 
itoih  you,  in  addition  to  the  letter  of  my  Lord  Liver- 
pool, of  the  tTth  June,  that  «  his  Lordship  wooW  re- 
Commend  me  to  the  Governor  of  Canada  for  Ui«  fi"* 
vacant  situation  Aat  I  would  accept,"  I  beg  the  Iivor 
of  you  to  advise  me  howl  am  to  get  that  recommends- 
tion  without  loss  of  time.    I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

J.  HBNBT. 

RoBiBT  PaM^y  Esq.,  dbc 

Despatch  rf  Lord  Liverpool  to  Sir  George  Prm^' 
DowHiKo  Stbbbt,  Sept.  !«,  18"- 
Sib:  Mr.  Honry,  who  wiH  have  the  *m»w^*; 
UvttiDf  thb  tettor^  u  tho  gontlMMoi  who  Mntm^ 
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ne  Um  memorialy  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  trans- 
mit, tad  to  whom  the  eecompunyiug  letter  firom  Mr. 
Peel  was  written  ^y  my  directioQ. 

In  compliance  with  hia  request,  I  now  fulfil  the  aa- 
aorance  which  I  have  given  of  stating  to  you  my  qpln- 
ion  of  the  ability  and  judgment  which  Mr.  Henry  has 
manifested  on  the  occasion^  mentioned  in  Ms  memo- 
rial, and  of  the  benefit  the  public  service  might  derive 
fi-om  his  active  employment  in  any  public  situation  in 
which  you  should  think  prpper  to  place  him. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

LIVERPOOL. 

To  dim  GioROE  Prxtost,  Baronet,  ^c, 

[The  following  is  th^  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
oommunicated  to  the  Senate  by  the  Message  of  the 
]3tb  March,  1812.] 

DxPAmrjiKirT  ov  Statx,  March  12, 1812. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  10th  instant,  has  the 
lienor  to  report :  That  this  jde^rtment  is  not  in  pos- 
session of  any  names  of  persons  in  the  United  States 
who  have,  in  any  way  or  manner  whatever*  entered 
into,  or  countenanced  the  project  or  the  views  for  the 
Axecution  or  attainment  of  which  John  Henry  was,  in 
the  year  1809,  employed  by  Sir  James  Craig ;  the  said 
John  Henry  having  named  no  person  or  persons  as 
being  concerned  in  the  said  project  or  views  referred 
to  in  the  documents  laid  before  Congress  on  the  9th 
instant.     W  hich  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  and  doeumeots  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Rrba  m»de  a  motion  to  print  ibem. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  that  he  bad  no  objection  to 
tbe  papers  being  printed,  but  that  he  rose  to  pro- 
test against  the  sentiments  attributed  in  these 
papers  to  the  Federal  party,  being  considered  as 
those  of  the  citizens  or  the  State  which  be  bad 
the  honor  to  represent.  He  trusted  il  would  not 
be  beliered  that  tb^  had  any  koowledce  of  any 
mission  of  this  kind  fN»u  danada,  or  from  any 
other  quarter. 

It  was  the  firat  time  that  be  fcad  heard  that  the 
«pfiosiii«ii  to  the  embarga  kt  the  Btatea  of  Ver* 
moat  or  Maesachosetts  had  mny  ooQoexion  with 
die  British  Oovemmeiit,  or  with  any  project  of^ 
m  s6p«rattoa  «f  tlw  Union  fa  any  manser,  much 
lest  under  tbe  agency  of  a  British  spy.  So  far  as 
he  could  understand  the  papers  from  tbe  first 
r«adiog,  Mr.  P.  said  they  did  not  intimate  that 
any  disclosure  had  been  made  to  any  indi?i4ual 
of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Henry  of  the  object 
of  his  missioa,  or  that  his  scheme  had  been  a«To- 
eated  or  supported  by  any  one.  And  I  truat  no 
^otleman  will  take  tbe  ehtraeter  of  tJM  partids 
m  any  seetioa  of  this  ooontry,  froan  a  man  who 
it  aeems  has  prored  a  traitor  to  his  own  Gorera- 
ment.  So  far  as  the  statements  made  in  thiCfe 
papers  may  be  considered  as  inToi?in|»  the  party 
in  concert  with  tbe  Federal  party,  in  any  seheoi^ 
of  co-operation  with  the  British  CK^Ternmenl  in 
dividing  tbe  Union,  it  is  one  of  the  gros^st  libeb 
that  e7er  was  ottered.  Nor  do  I  feel  willing  to 
tt^e  the' character  oi  the  people  of  this  country 
from  the  mouth  of  this  man.  He  does  not  atop 
at  debaaing  tbe  oharactar  of  the  ptopit  pf  tbit 


country,  but  he  otters  a  libel  against  all  parties 
and  against  the  Go^emment  itself.  He  states 
that  in  the  extra  session  of  Confess  in  May, 
1809,  there  were  sixty-one  votes  against  Mr.  Madi- 
son, in  consequence  of  his  arrangemeot  with  Mr. 
Erskine;  when  we  all  know  tliat  the  vote  on  the 
resolution  approving  of  the  President's  conduct 
in  that  affair  was  no  criter4oo  by  which  to  judge. 
While,  therefore,  gentlemen  will  nt>t,  as  I  pre- 
sume they  will  not,  place  any  confidence  in  the 
statements  made  by  this  man  against  themselves, 
and  agaiast  those  whom  he  styles  Democrats,  I 
trust  they  will  be  equally  incredulous  as  to  any 
statements  he  has  made  against  thotce  be  ban 
called  Federalists,  with  respect  to  tbeir  co-opera- 
tion with  the  British  Government  in  dividing  tho 
Union.  More  especially  as  they  come  from  one, 
wb«,  disappointed  at  not  receiving  the  promttted 
reward  from  hts  Government,  has  turned  traitor 
to<  his  employers. 

If,  sir,  there  is  any  individual  in. this  country, 
be  he  of  whatever  party  he  may,  who  has  given 
eouotenance  to  this  man  as  a  British  agent,  and 
has  joined  him  in  a  scheme  of  dividing  the  Union, 
under  tbe  auspices  and  with  the  aid  of  tbe  Brit- 
ish GkMrefnment,  I  wbh  he  may  be  known,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  -Hoose  will  institute  an 
inquiry  on  this  subject,  and  let  every  such  man 
be  beld^  as  he  ooffht  to  be,  in  contempt  by  all.  I 
found  It  impo.>sible,  $ir,  to  remain  silent  under 
the  iropulationsthrown, or  attempted  to  be  thrown 
upon  that  section  of  the  United  States  from 
which  I  came,  by  the  papers  just  read.  I  will 
repeat  my  wisnes  that  the  whole  business  may 
be  fully  and  promptly  developed. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  agreed  with  the  seatl^man 
who  justaat  down  on  one  point,  that  a  full  inves- 
tigation ought  to  be  had.  It  was  due  to  the'  Cob- 
grass,  to  oar  connexions  with  Great  Britain,  that 
an  inquiry  should,  be  made  into  the  transaction 
now  exposed  to  view;  and,  in  addition  to  the 
motion  for  printing,  he  should  move  a  reference 
of  tbe  Message  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  WinoBttT  said  it  was  an  old  saying  among 
cunnersjthat  yon  may  kaow  the  wounded  pigeons 
bf  their  flattering.  He  woold  not  undertake,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Conneclieot  had  done,  to 
eaaaetate  his  constituents  in  a  body  from  anr 
implioation  in  this  business.  One  thin|r,  ha  said, 
hekotw,  that  the  relation  given  in  these  daen- 
ments  so  exactljr  coincided  with  the  conduct  of 
some  gentiemeh  in  the  qnarter  in  which  he  lived, 
that  h9^  was  iej  to  believe  in  their  truth.  It  by 
no  means  followed,  because  this  roan  had  been  a 
spy,  that  he  could  not  tell  the  truiti.  When  we 
look  back  to  the  times  at  Vhich  bis  letters  were 
written,,  we  must  believe  >  in  their  substantial 
troth.  He  called  upon  geirtlemen  tp  say,  if  the 
conduct  of  certain  characters  in  those  days  did 
not  warrant  all  that  was  stated  of  their  designs. 
Let  the  papers  be  printed,  Mr.  W.  said,  and  every 
one  iifill  be  able  to  judge  for  themsel  ve!<.  Are  we 
to  shut  our  proceedings  from  the  public  view  in 
this  way,  by  refusing  to  publish  these  things?  It 
it  on«  of  the  moet  important  commnnicatioai 
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made  to  CoDi^ress  at  the  present  session,  and  why 
should  not  ipe  people  see  it?  Let  them  see  and 
judge.  I  will  make  bo  comments,  sir,  on  this 
business;  but  I  will  say,  that  it  is  well  known 
that  at  the  time  alluded  to  in  those  documents, 
an  opposition  to  the  laws  and  Government  was 
organized.  Mr.  W.  said  he  had  full  confidence 
in  the  truth  of  these  documents,  and  he  iiad 
therefore  no  disposiiion  to  keep  them  from  his 
constituents.  The  House  was  in  duty  bound  to 
give  full  publicity  to  these  papemby  printing 
them. 

Mr.  PiTKJN  disavowed  any  ioteation  to  oppose 
the  printing  of  these  papers. 

Mr.  Gbolsok  said,  it  was  a  source  of. gratifica- 
tion to  him,  that,  so  Ur  as  the  paj^ers  communi- 
cated by  the  President  couid  be  considered-  evi- 
lience  at  all,  they  were  certaiuJy  highly  honora- 
ble testimony  in  favor  of  the  Eastern  section  of 
the  IJnion.  An  emissary  of  great  talents  had 
been  employed  by  the  British  in  a  nefarious 
seeme  to  dismember  the  United  States,  and  to 
engender  treason  in  the  vel'y  bosom  of  our  coun- 
try :  and  yet,  Mr.  G.  said,  it  does  not  seem  that 
this  spy  has  been' able  to  connect  with  himseif 
any  cuizen  of  the  United  Sutes.  If  h%  bad  held 
correspondence  with  any  persons  of  distinction, 
th^  presumption  is,  their  names  would  have  been 
disclosed  iri  the  papers  that  have  been  read.  Mr. 
G.  was  happy  in  cherishing  the  belief  that  the 
hberties  of  this  country  would  always  find  a  suf- 
ficient guarantee  against  machinations  oP  this 
sort,  in  the  patriotism  of  every  portion  of  the 
Union.  This  communication,  for  which  the 
House  was  indebted  to  the  President,  was  high^ 
interesting  and  iniportant  in  one  point  of  view. 
It  demonstrated,  as  matter  of  fact,  wha4  bad  here- 
tofore remained  only  «peculation  and  conjecture, 
that  the  British  Government  has  long  meditated 
the  separation  of  these  Stated;  and  what  it  more, 
that  they  have  actually  attempted  the  execution 
of  this  wicked  design,  and  have  endeavored  to 
eoavert  oar  own  citizens  into  traitors  4  He  would 
say  no  more. 

Mr.  QLuinoY  said,  he  was  much  obliged  to  the 
gentleman .  last  up  for  the  view  whidi  he  bUd 
taken. of  the  subject.  It  had  struck  him  jirt- 
viottsly  with  much  force,  and  he  meant  to  have 
taken  the  floor  to  have  expressed  it.  If  ever  tbere 
had  existed  in.  the  British  Goveraaient,  or  any 
other  Government,  an  idea  that  there  was  a  party 
in  thill  country  who  would  associate  with  it  to 
dissolve  this  Union,  be  thanked  God  that  the 
project  was  exposed.  If  it  wa6  true,  as  these 
papers  stated,  that  this  nun  had  been  so  em- 
ployed, he  thanked  God  that  the  mission  liad 
been  detected.  The  Administration,  in  bringing 
the  subject  before  the  House,  had  done  worthily, 
and  the  subject  ought  to  be  inquired  into.  What 
is  the  fact,  admitting  all  that  this  person  has  said 
to  be  true  ?  Why,  that  an  agent  from  the  British 
Government,  under  circumstances  peculiarly  aus- 
picious and  suitable  to  his  purpose,  goes  to  the 
spot  which  he  represents  as  the  Jiotbed  of  opposi- 
tion, to  stir  up  disunion,  and  his  papers  do  not 
contain  an  intimation,  tnat  he  dared  to  mention 


such  an  idea  as  that  of  a  dissolution  of  the  lbk>t 
to  any  individual.  No,  sir ;  and  I  dare  to  say  that 
he  never  did  mention  auoh  a  thins  to  aoydistiti- 
guished  individual.  As  far  as  I  know  the  seat!- 
ments  of  gentlemen  iti  that  quarter,  they  hold 
this  Union  dtfar,  and  look  upon  such  a  coDDexion 
as  is  supposed  in  these  papers  with  las  moch  ab* 
horrence  as  any  man.  however  attached  he  tnay 
he  to  the  a'dministration  of  the  Governmeot. 
Whenever  a  dismemberment  of  the  UdIod  has 
been  talked  of,  it  has  been  with  awe.  and  with  a 
fear  that  the  present  course  of  public  measores 
would  lead  to  such  an  event,  and  notwithariew 
to  bring  it  about.  Sir,  I  know  that  other  ideas 
have  been  spread  over  the  country  for  the  pur- 
pose of  serving  party  views.  But  here,  in  this 
temple  of  our  liberties,  let  us  reason  with  one 
another  according  to  the  evidence  before  as.  I 
rejoice  that  the  subject  has  been  brought  forward, 
and  that  an  a^nt  so  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
business  iii  which  he  was  employed  has  not  beet 
able  ta  furnish  any  evidence  of  even  the  coDoi- 
vance  of  any  individual  at  his  mission. 

Mr.  Rbea  said,  at  the  time  be  had  made  the 
motion  for  printing,  he  had  not  the  least  idea 
that  any  opposition  would  be  made  to  it.  He  did 
not  say  whether  these  papers  were  trae  or  not 
true;  whether  they  attacked  any  people  or  not. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  discussion  of  these  points 
would  cease.  It  was  no  reason  against  the  pub- 
lication of  these  documents  that  they  had  been 
disclosed'  by  a  British  agent.  [The  SriAXca 
observed  that  no  objection  had  been  made  byaaf 
gentleman  to  the  printing.]  All  the  transactions 
respecting  Andre  and  Arnold  bad  been  printed, 
so  far  as  the  Congress  could  lay  their  hands  oa 
them^  and  why  not,  these?  It  this  man  be  a 
British  spy  or  iraitor,  as  he  has  been  called,  and 
what  he  states  is  not  true,,one  thins  is  admitted: 
that  the  British  areeapabieof«na{^yin|r  persons 
of  infamous  oharacteri  by  fabrications  lute  these, 
to  throw  an  odium  on  particular  seetioos  o(  the 
country.  So  that,  oA  any  view,  this  afiair  slioald 
be  disclosed,  if  it  were  only-  to  produce  a  fim 
troion  among  the  people.  We  all  remeoibertbe 
publi^attpns  of  Hhe  period  to  which  these  papers 
ref^r,  and  the  declarations  then  made ;  bat  all 
these  would  not  induce  nc,  at  this  mooieoijto 
say  that  all  Mr»  Henry  says  is  troe^  Tbiiwill 
be  better  underMood  when  the  committee  shall 
make  their  report. 

Mr.  Setbert  moved  to  inoreaae  the  namberoi 
copies  proposed  to  be  printed  to  5,000. 

Mr.  Wrioot  said>  that  such  ao  extraordinary 
communication  as  that  just  received  from  the 
President,  reflecting  so  much  on  various  sections 
and  parties  of  the  Union,  reqvired  serious  con- 
sideration before  they  consented  to  publish  such 
gross  abuse  of  every  portion  of  our  people.  Q«*' 
tlemen  should  reflect  that  this  rerj  disclo^re 
might  be  one  of  the  means  used  by  this  nisereaat 
to  divide  this  country.  If  he  wishied  to  promote 
division,  how  could  he  better  atuin  his  object 
than  by  denouncing  the  people  of  a  partictiiar 
section  1  Who  is  this  man,  and  where  is  he?  » 
an  inquiry  that  ought  to  be  made.    I  am  notooc 
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a  bill  from  the  House  of  ReprescutatiTes  in 

addition  to  the  act  to  raise  an,  read  twice     191 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -     193 
Adjournment,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  joint  resolu- 
tion concerning,  read      -         -         .         -     300 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  on  the  subject 

appointed 302 

the  House  of  Representatives  concur  in  the 

same  -----..  303 
resolution  reported,  fixing  the  6th  July  fori 

read       - 313 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to,  the  same  effect,  read    -        -    313 
lead  a  second  time    -        -        -    .    -        -    314 
ordered  to  a  third  reading-        -        *        -315 
read  a  third  iinie,  and  foncurred  in    •        -    315 

12th  Con.  1st  Sirss.— a 
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appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  in- 
form him  of  the  same    -        -        •        .    321 
Affidavits  and  Bail,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  providing  for  the  more 
con*venient  taking  of,  read      «        -        •      91 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •      93 
reported  amended      -        -        -        •        -.116 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended    -        •        .     119 
Aggressions  of  Belligerents,  papers  in  relation  tp  2048 
Alien  Enemies,  a  bin  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives supplemental  to  the  act  con- 
cerning, read  twice,  arid  referred    -        .    314 
reported  amended,  and  so  ordered  to  a  tlurd 
reading  -        -        -        -        -        -    316 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed' as  amended  -  316 
American  Manufactures,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a 
resolution  to  refer  to  a  select- committee 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed 16 

Anderson,  Mr.,  speech -of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an 

additional  military  force  •        -        -        .54 
remarks  of,  oh  jomt  resolution  for  a  recess      313 
Appointment  of  Officers,  &c.,  a  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  in  re- 
lation to,  referred  -         -         -         -         -     318 
Apportionment  of  Representatives,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives   for  the,  read 
twice     -*-        -'•.        -        --24 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -       26 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  *^       27 
the  House  of  KcpresenUUivcs  disagree  to  the 
amendment,  und  'd&k  a  conference,  which 

is  granted Sf 

report  of  the  managers  that  they  could  not 

aprec,  and  the  Senate  resolve  to  insist     -       31 
the  House  of  Representatives  receded         -       84 
ApprojjriatioBs  and  Expetuli lures,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  submitted  a  rcsolu^on  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay 
before  the  Senate  a  view  of  the,  &c.        -     172 
agreed  to  -         -         -         -         -         -         -     196 

report  of  the  Secretary,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution,  ordered  to  be  printed      -         -     JOl 
Armies  of  the   United  States,  a  bill  concerning 
the  rules  and  articles  for  the  government 

of  the,  read    - 114 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -     1 16 
amended,  and  third  reading  refused     •        •     121 
Armstrong,  John>  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  suspend  the  payment  of 
certain  bills  drawn  by,  read  twice  •        •    318 
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read  a  third  time,  and  paued      -        -        •    321 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  vospension 
of  payment  of  bills  drawn  by  -        -        -  2078 
Army,  aj)ill  from  the  Ifouse  of  KepresentatiTes 

.  making  further  provision  for  the  -  -  226 
read  twice  and  referred  -  -  -  -  227 
re^rted  amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third 

reading-        - 236 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •    !^38 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  agreement  to  the  amendments  with 
an  amendment,  which  was  concurred  in  •    317 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre^ntatives 

for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the  •    303 
s  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

making  further  provision  for  the,  read     •    318 
r^rred  and  reported  without  amendment  -    319 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    -    320 
Arsenals  and  Bfaga^^ines,  a  I'eport  fron)  the  Sec- 
retary of.  War  on  the  subject  of      -        •     126 
Artificers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  organizing  a  corps  of         -        -    178 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        - .      -     179 
reported  amended'    •        -        -      .  .        .    192 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  an^ended        •     194 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  a^  amended  •     194 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  with 
amendments,  whiah  were  concurred  in    -    201 
Arts  and  Manufactures,  a  joint  resolution  from 
jthe  House  of  Representatives  relating  to, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ^        -        -     129 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to>  a  third 

reading        t  -  ^      -         -         -,        -         -     171 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -^    172 
Associations  for  Maritime  Security,  a  bill  jespec^-' 

ing,  read        -        -        -        -        ..        .    209 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        •    210 

N  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -^      -    218 

read  a  third  tidae,  and  passe<i      -        •  ^      -    220 

Austin,  Moses,  and  John  R.  Jones,  on  motion  of 

Mr*  Bradley  th^  petition  of,  presented  at 

last  session,  was  referred  to  a  committee  •      24 

B. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  froih  the  House 
of  Representatives  ^o  repeal  the  tenth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  incorporate  tl^e,  read 
twice     -        - '      -        -        -        -        -     163 
amended,  -and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •     173 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     176 
Bank  of  Washington,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the 
petition  of  the,  praying  an  enlargement 
of  capital,  referred  -        .        i        .        .     186 
bill  authorizing  the  inacase  of  capital,  read      240 
read  a  second  time     -        -        -        -        -    241 
Barbary  Powers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to' continue  in  force  for  a  fur- 
ther time  the  first  section  of  the  act  to 
protect  commerce  and  seamen  against  the, 

read -89 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      92 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 106 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -     107 
Bayard,  James  A.,  of  Delaware,  attended,  and 

took  his  seat  ....        ^        -      25 
speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  postpone  the  dec- 
laration of  war       287 

Bayly,  Moontjoy,  election  of,  as  Doorkeeper      •      U 


Pige. 
BeaU,  Colonel  William  Dent,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives^  for  relief  oU 

read »« 

read  a  second  time  -  .  •  •  -  -257 
referred  to  a  committee  -  ^  -  -  .259 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -       -    263 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -       •    265 
Benton,  Captain  Selah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of  -  -  -  119 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  120 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  122 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  •  123 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  •  124 
Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  Mp.  Reed  subqiitted 

a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  -        -       -103 
amended,  and  agreed  to     -        .        .       .148 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
obedience       .-----    166 
Bibb,  George  M.,  appointed  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Kentucky,  was  qualified  and 
took  his  seat  -        -        -    ,    -        -       -      • 
speech  nf,  on  the  resolution  for  a  recess  of 
CoAgress       -        -        -    ,    -        -       -216 
Bii^n,  John,  an^  others,  Mr.  Leib. presented  a 

memorial  o£  referred      -        -        -       -     98 
a  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  an  edi- 
tion of  the  laws  by,  jread         -        -       •    l^* 
read  a  second  time    -        -         -        .       •    116 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -       -    226 
Blankets  and  Clothing,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts, offering  to   contract  with  the 
Government  for  the  supply  of,  dec.  -       -   161 
Boardman  and  Pope,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented a  petition  of,  referred  to  a  commit- 

too         - 1«6 

conimittee  discharged         -        -        -       -   819 
B6nd,  Lewis,  and  others,  Mr.  Wprthington  pre- 
sented a  petition  of,  referred  7        .       .     86 
Books  of  the  Library,  a  joint  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  grafting  to  th^ 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  -Court  the  Use  of 
the,  read  three  times,  by  consent,  and 
concurred  in  -        -        -        -        .       •   130 
Boston,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition  of  five 
hundred  merchants  a(,  referred,  and  op 
dered  to  be  printe4         -        •        .       -   228 
report  of  inexpediency  to  grant  -        .       •  2^ 
subject  postponed  indefinitely     -        .       -   28s 
Boundaries,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to 

ascertain  several,  read  twice    -        .       -    163 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   *    ^^ 

'  read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        .       -    182 

returned  from  the  House  with  ameadmeots, 

and  coipmitted       -        -        -        .       -   241 

Bradley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  t 

recess •  *|J 

Brbckenridge,  Rev.  John,  election  of,  as  Chapbio     19 
Brent,  Richard,  of  Virginia,  attended,  and  took 

his  seat . 

British  American  Continental  Powers,  a  joint 
resolution  from  the  House  of  Represeat- 
stives,  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  issue  a  proclamation  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  -  -  -  -  322 
Brown,  Thomas,  Mr.  Cutts  presented  the  peti- 

tion  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State    228 
report  of  that  officer  rood  •       -       * 
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Brown,  Samiiel,  Mr.  Cunpbell  of  Ohio  pfresent* 

ed  a  petition  of 129 

BrownsCownt  a  bill  to  aothorize  the  inrreying 
and  making  of  certain  roada  contemplated 
in  the  treaty  of^  read      -        •        -  -       -      31 
read  a  second  timo»  referred,  reported  with- 
out amendment,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -        -        -       .-        -        -      21 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasted    •        -        •      23 
Boroham,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatiTes  for  relief  of,  read     -      ,  -        •      81 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        •      32 
the  third  reading  refosed    •        -        -        •      90 
vote  reconsidered       -   »    -        •        -        -      91 
third  reading  resn^ned,  and  the  bill  paJMed  -      96 
Biiiness,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee 
was  appointed  under  the  42d  rule  for  con- 
ducting -        -        -        -        -        -,      11 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Oilman,  the  same,  un- 
der the  22d  rule  for  conducting       -        -       11 

C.     * 

Campbell,  Oeorge  W^  apponited  a  Senator  bjr 
the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        -        -    -    -        ^ 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  ad^tional 

mtlitflry  force 66 

remarks  of,  on  the  Joint  resolution  ibr  a  re- 

co«i 218 

Campbell,  Alexander,  of  Ohio,  attended,  and  took 

hiss«at -       16 

Capitol,  ^c,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  R^resent- 
atvras,  making  appropriations  to  discharge 
all  outstanding  claims  for  work  4]one  on 

the,  read 243 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  246 
reported  with  amendments  ...  808 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  -  308 
read  a  third  thne,  and  passed  as  amended  -  311 
the  House  of  RepTe^ntatiTes  agree  ai^d  dis- 
agree, and  the  Sen^terecede  -  «  -  312 
Captures,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  submitted  a 

resolution  in  relation  to-       ^        -        -161 
amended,  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -     162 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  reply    210 
the  said  report  In  full         ....  2002 
Carroll,  of  Carrolton,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland 
presented  a  memorial  of^  and  others,  dep- 
recating war  ^ 263 

Census,  the  President  of  the  United  States  trans- 
mitted a  report  firom  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  relation  to  the  -  -  •  -  20 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  was  directed  to  obtain  the  number 
of  printed  copies  apportioned  to  the  Senate  21 
Chaplains,  Mr.  Varnum  submitted  a  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  two,  of  different  de- 
nominations -        -        -        -        -        -       16 

resolution  agreed  to 18 

Charleston,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  sundry  reso- 
lutions of  the  citizens  of,  approving  the 
measures  of  Government  ordered  to  be 

printed 268 

Clarke,  John,  Mr.  Gregg  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred  to  a  committee      -        •        -     188 
the  committee  discharged  -        .        .        •    299 
Clay,  Henry,  a  message  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, announced  the  election  of,  as 
Speaker 10 


Pege. 

Clerks, -a  report  fVom  the  Treasury  Department, ' 

stating  the  sums  respectively  paid  to      -      90 
similar  report  from  the  Postmaster  General  99 

similar  report  from  the  Department  of  War      lOt 
Clinton,  George,  Vice  President  of  the  United 

btates,  the  death  of,  announced      •        -    206 
Collection  of  Customs,  a  report  from  the^  Treas- 
ury, stating  the  emoluments  of  officers 
employed  in  the    -        •        -        .        .     167 
Collectors  of  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  &c.,  a  bill  for 

the  relief  o^,  read  twice  -        -    .     -        -     147 
third  reading  refused         .        .        t.        .     175 
Commerce  and  Cdasts,  a  bill  more  effiictnaUy  C6 

piotect  the,  read    ....        .        .    220 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    222 
Commercial  Intercourse,  a  bill  in  additioU  to  the 

snpplementarpr  act  concerning,  read  -  94 
read  a  second  tmie,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -  ,  •  -  -  -  #  106 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee  -  -  162 
said  committee  discharged'  -       '  -  ~     -    329 

M^.  Pope'  suhmitted  a  resolution  to  repeal  all 

acts  concerning  -  -  -  '  -  -  237 
resolution  negatived    -      -        -        -        -  '  239 

Confiddntia}  Proceedings 266 

Congress,  a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of,  read 31S 

a  bill  fh>m  the  Rbuse  of  Represeutlatives  to 

the  same  efiect,  read      ....    8I8 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -   '     -        -    314 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    316 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    3I7 

Conklin  and  Pierson,  Mr.  Germaii  presented  a 

petitfon  of,  referred        -      '  -        -        -    206 
Connecticut,  a  biUfrom  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict cotirts  in,  read         -        -        -        -     112 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    •     112 
Contingent  EzpiDnses,  the  President  of  the  United 

States  transmitted  an  account  pf     -        -     100 
Cope,  Thomas  P.,  'Mr.  Gregg  presented  the  po- 
tion of,  referred     ^  -        -        -        -        -    217 
Corcoran,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Anderton 

presented  a  memorial  of,  referred    •        -     HI 
Cra^ord,  Mr.,  speedi  of,  on  the  biU  oonceming 

the>Naval  Establishment  ...  149 
election  .of,  as  PresidenI  of  the  Senate  pro 

tern.      '        - 177 

Cumberland  Road,  report  from  the  Treaiury,  on 

the  subject  of  the 1 12 

referred  to  a  committee  -  -  -  -  149 
a  bill  concerning  the,  read  -  -  •  •  204 
read  a  second  time  .  •  •  «  .  206 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  •  -210 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    210 

D. 
Deferred  Stocks,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, respecting      •        -        -        -  817 
read  and  referred       -        -      ^-        -        -  317 
reported  without  amend&ient-  ^-        -        -  319 
.  read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        •        •  99^ 
Departure  of  Ship*  and  Yesssb,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  authorizing  the, 
in  certain  cases      .....  205 
read  a  first  time         -        -        -        -        -  20T 
read  a  second  time    .        -        -        -        -  209 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -  211 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasMd      •       ^        •  21| 
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Detachment  of  Militia,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of 

RepresenUtives  to  aothorize  a,  read        -  119 

read  a  second  time,  and  .referred        -    .    -  120 

reported  with  amendments        .        .        •  125 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee      •        -  129 
.reported  with  amendments        •        .        .187 

read  a  third  time,  an^d  passed  as  amended  •  192 
the  House  of  ilepresentatives  agreed,  with 

an  amendment        -        -        ...        •  193 

in  which  the  Senate  concurred  -        .        .  194 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  a  resola- 

iion  on  the  subject,  which  was  agreed  to  -  246 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  resolution,  read  and  referred  248 
the  committee  reported  a.  bill  supplementarj 

to  the  act  authorizing  a,  read  ...  262 

read  a  second  time    .        .        ...        •  263 

referred  to  a  committee      .        .        -        .  266 

reported  with  amendments     '  -        .  •       .  297 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  a|i  amended,  read  * 

third  time,  and  passed  .  *        -        -    ,    .  300 
Detroit  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaentativea 

reliting  to  lands  in  the  district  of,  read   •  186 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        *        .  190 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -  -  -  -  .'  .  .  -  Ji>2 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  200 
Disability  of  Judg^,a  bill  fromtt^  Honse  of  Re- 
presentatives in  relation  to  the  .  •  -  166 
read  a  first  time  -  .  -  ,  .  .  167 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  .168 
reported  with  amend^entsr  -  -'  -  171 
ordered  to  a  ;hird  reading  -  ■  .  .  .  173 
read  a  third  time,  and  ptssed-  as  amended  -  173 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree   to 

the  amendment,  and  the  Senate  receded  176 
returned  l>y  the  PresidentoftheUoitedStateti 

with  objections  |o  the  House  of  Represent-  , 
atives,  who  cesolved  that  the  Ixill  do  jiot 

pass       -        - 196 

District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  pf  Re- 
presentatives concerning  the  Levy  Court 

in  the,  read  tv^ice,  and  referred        -        •  127 

reported  amended 185 

ordered  to  a  ^hird  reading '.        .  .     -.       .  199 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amendpd  .  i^O 
the    House  of  Representatives  disagree  to 

the  amendments     .....  248 

the  Senate  receded  "  -.        -        -        .        .  .  304 
a  bill  to  proviOe  for  the  more  clToctual  organ- 
ization of  the  militia  in  the,  read  >  tyvice, 

and  referred-     -  ■  '  -         -         .        -         -  245 

reported  amended      -         -         -         ...  249 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -  ,      -         -  250 

read  a  third  time,  and  p^issed      -a        -  260 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Roprepcntativefl  con- 
ferring certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court, 

&C.,  read  twice      .....  246 

referred  to  a  committee      ....  249 

reported  amended       .....  263 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -  265 

read  a  third  time,  jmd  passed  as  amended  «  ^99 

a  hill  ijpm  the  House  o(  ilepresenlatives  to  ^^ 

amend  the  laws  in  the,  read    ....  247 

'  read  a  second  time 248 

referred  to  a  committee       •        •        .        •  249 

.reported  amended      .....  263 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        •  265 

lead  a  third  time,  and  paued      •    '    • .      -  299 


Ptge. 


Documents,  Mr.  Leib  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  aa- 
tborise  the  transportation  of,  &«.    • 

a  hiil  to  frank  certain,  read  twice,  and  ord«w 
ed  to  a  third  reading      r        -        -       . 

postponed  inde^nitely        .... 

Doorkeeper    and   Sergeant-at-Arma,   Mountjoy 

Bayly  elected        ..... 

on  motion  nf  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the, 
was  authorized  toemploj  an  assistant,  dee. 
Drawbapk,  a  bill  firom  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  extend  the  time  of  exporting  with 
privilege  of,  read    r        r        '    '    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading    -     -        .        .        .-       .        .247 

read  the  third  time 248 

referred  to  a  committee      .        *        •       .   241 


34$ 


Embargo,  a  confidential  meesage  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  recommending 
an,  referred    -        .        -        .        -  '     - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreaenUtives 
(.eonfideatSally)  laying  an,  read 

read  a  second  time    -..-•. 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  afliended^-read  a 
third  tin)e,  and  passed    -        .        .       - 

a  confidential  message  from  the  Hove  ef 
Repreeentatives  that  they  have  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  and  that  the  Speaker 
had  signed,  the  bill        •        .        -       - 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  injunctioa 
of  secrecy  yf%B  taken  off,  iui.  .        .       - 
Encounter  at  Sea,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  m  resolu- 
tion respecting  an,  between  an  Ameri- 
can frigate  and  a  British  ship  of  war 
Enemies,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreoeota- 
*    '     tives  to  prohibit  vessels  from  trading  with 

read  a  first  tune      ^  -        *        n        -       - 

read  a  second  time,*  and  referred 

reported   with   amendments,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed  as  amended 

Engineers? Mr.  Smith  of  Maa-yland  grave  notice 

of  a  bill  making  further  provision  fer  the 

corps  of-        -        .        .         -        -• 

a  hiU  to  that  effect  read,  &c.        .        .       • 

read  a  second  time,  and  rf ferred 

reported  w^hout  amendment      •        .       * 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  irom  the  Hou^  of  Representatives . 
with  amendments  -...-, 

amendments  concurred  in  -        -       - 

Erie  CaneU  the  President  of  the  United  States 

transmitted  copiee  of  an 'act  of  the  Legif- 

lature  of  IVew  York  in  relation  to  the, 

&c.,  referred  -         .         .         -        • 

Evans,  Oliver,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial 

of 

Evasions  and  infractions  of  Commercial  LsTfs, 

.  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing         

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
Executive  Proceedings,  Journal  of  -        -       " 
Exporta^on  of  Specie,  dec.,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  prohibit,  read  twice, 

amended,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

sent  confidentially  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, who  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ments     


187 

isr 

188 
189 


191 

\n 

15 

314 
318 
316 

319 


16 
18 
19 
34 
27 
S8 

216 
217 


87 


16 

17 

322 

203 


203 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IX 


INDEX. 


Senate  Proceeding*  and  Debates. 


Pago. 


Extra  Compeneation,  Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  rei- 
olatioD  to  allow,  to  certain, servants,  d^c, 
read       -        -        -        •        * 

read  a  eecond  time    -     .    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

F. 
Feliciana,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Louisiana  inCo  the  Union 
Field  Exercise,  a  letter  from  Colonel  Alexander 

Smyih,  respecting,  dice.  -        •        - 
FinancefT,  an  exhibit  of,  fVom  the*  Treasury  De- 
partment      .... 
First  Circuit,  a  bill  to  alter  Ihe  time  for  holding 
th»  Circuit  Ceurts  in  the,  read  twice,  and 
referred          -.-..- 
reported  with  amendments         •.        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments   -        -        -        -        -     '  - 
Foreign  Coins,  a  report  from  the  Treasury  in 
relation  to     -        -        •        -        -        - 
Foreign  Relations,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  our,  disagreed  to  - 
Forfeited  Recognisances,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  remission  of,  with- 
in the  District  of  Columbia  '  - 
read  a  first  time        *        -        -        - '       - 
read  &  second  time    «        .        .        .        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
France,  a  correspondence  concerning  our  rela- 
tions with 100, 246 

France  and  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a 
resolution  respecting  our  relations  with  - 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
Friends,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  Society  of,  rif^ferred 
committee  discharged        -        -        - 
Frigate  Chesapeake,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitted  a  correspondence  show- 
ing that  the  afikir  of  the,  had  been  satis- 
factorily adjusted  -        -        -        .        - 
Fulton,  Robert,  and  associates,  a  bill  for  relief^ of 
read      --..-.. 
read  a  second  time    ..... 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee      •  ,  .    - 
s^d  committee  reported  a  bill  extending  the 

time  of  certain  patent  rights,  read  ^ 
read  a  second  time    ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        - 

G. 

O&mble,  William,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  to  Treasury  Department 
report  from  the  Secretary  thereon 
Ckurrard,'  William',  a  bill  from  the  House  of  ][tep- 
re4Mntative8  for  the  relief  of,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .        f        .        .        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed .    • 
Oeneral  Land  Office,  a  bill  to  establish  a,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed    .... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  and  concurred  in        -    21 1 
leport  frdm  the  Commissioner  of  the       304, 806^ 
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General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  a  bill  from 

the  House  of  Repre8entatiTe4  for  the  bet*- 

ter  accommodation  of  the,  read  twice,  and 

referred  -  ■      -         -        -         . 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -      '  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  '  - 
Georgia,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  rati- 
fying the  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
in  relatbn  to  titles,  &c.  ... 

Georgetown  Lancaster  School,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  incorporate, 
•read  twice,  and  referl-ed  ... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
drdered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  thrrd'Xime,  and  passed     ... 
German,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  declaring  war 
Giles,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  raising  an 
additional  military  force  ... 

en  the  bill  to  authorize  volunteers       -    107,  1693 
Goddard,  John,  Mr.  Cutts  presented  a  memorial 

of,  referred     -       '  -         .        -         .         .    2(f9 
Goldsborough,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  V^rnum 
presented  the  petitioA  of,,  referred    - 
committee  discharged^      .  •     . 
Gordon,  Thomas,  Mr.  Franklin  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         -        .        - 
an  adverse  report  thereen  agreed  to  • 
Government,  a  bill  fjrom  the  Hoilse  of  Represent- 
atives for  support  of,  read        ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
recommitted;  reported  with  amendments 
r^ad  a  third  time,  and  passed  as-  amended  - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  additional- appropriatioivi  for  sup- 
port of,  read  --.-.- 
read, a  second  time    •        -     ,  -        •        -    228 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    226 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred   ...    227 
reported  without  amendment,  and  passed  -    237 
Great  Britain,  the  President  communicated  pa- 

^  pers  in  relation  to,  referred    •        -      100,  102 
of  which  one  thousand  copies  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  -        •        .        • 

H. 

Hai^dbook  of  Infantry,  M^  Duane's,  received 
and  acknowledged         .... 
Harrison,  Governor  W.  H.,  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature   of    Indiana  approving  the 
conduct,    and    praying  the   re-appoint- 
jnent  of,  referred  -        -        •        .        •      91 
Hazen,  Charlotte,   Mr.  Bradley  presented ,  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 
a  bill  for  relief  of^  read,  Ac.        -        -        - 
Henry,  John,  Mr.  Lluyd  submitted  a  resolution 
relating  (o  the  disclosures  of  - 
amended,  and  agreed  to    -        -        •        - 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  that  he  is 
•     not  in  possession  of  names,  dtc.      -        -169 
Hemp,  a  petitioi),  respecting  the  culture  of        -  2054 
Henry,  Alexander,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  memo« 

'  rial  of,  referred '-..--    200 
committee  discharged        -        -     '^  .        -  .  819 
Hoffman,  Peter,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  pre- 
sented a  netition  of,  referfed  -        -        - '  206 
adverse  report  thereon  agreed  to        -        •    211 
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Howard,  Fitch,  and  Lloyd,  Mr.  Smith  of  New 

Tork  presented  a  petition  of,  referred      -      23 
#Howe]I,  Jeremiah,  F.,  appointed  Senator  by  the 
Legiilature  of  Rhode  Island,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac.        -        -        -        -        -        -        9 

Hubbard,  Henry,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        ,        -        -        -      94 
Hubbell,  Ezekiel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  empower  the  decretaiy  of 
the  Treasury  to  decide  in  the  case  o^  read 
a  first  ^ime    -----        .      96 

read  a  second  time,  and  roferred      .  -        -      97 
reported  with  ainendmenis        ...    102 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        *     103 
read  a  third  time  apd  passed^  as  amended  ^    104 
Hubbell,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives tbr  relief  of,  read  twice  and 
referred  -        -        -        -        -        -    .186 

reported  without  amepdment    -        •      .  -     19U 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -     .  -        •     200 
read  a  third  time/ and  passed     -        ^        .    201 
Humiliation  and  Prayer,  Mr.  Anderson  submit- 
ted a  resolution  requesting  the  President 
to  appoint  a  day  of,  read        ...    303 
read  a  second  tinbe    -        -        -        •        -    305 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -        -    306 
reported,  amended,  ahd  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -        -        -        -     .   -        -    307" 

read  a  third  time,  and*  passed    -      .  - ,      -'310 
Hunter,  William,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  was  quali£ed 
4tc.       -        -  \.        .'      .        -        ,      23 

L 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the 
act  to  regulate  the  collection 'of  duties  on, 
read  twice      -        -  .      -        -        -        -       96 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -     103 
read  a  third  time        -        -        -        -        -     104 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee    •        -     106 
reported  with  an  amendment     -        •        -     116 
indefinitely  postponed        -"    -^     -    -»    -     I6r 
Impressments,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  reqpest  cer* 
tain  information  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Stktes  in  relation  to    -        -        -    317 
report  from  Secretary  of  State  in  reply  321,  2016 
India,  a  bill  tq  permit  the  entry  of  vessels  fi^m 

any  of  the  ports  of,  read  ...  226 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  -  •  ^  226 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    228 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    236 
Indian  Affairs,  Mr.  Worthington  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  refer  to  a  select  committee  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  -        •       16 
t^e  motion  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed on    -        -        -        -     ■  -        -       18 
Indiana  Territory,  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of,  praying  certain  grants  of  land   -       68 
a'  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  to 

be  admitted  into  the  Union,  referred     -      91 
Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  com- 
mittee to  revise  the  act  to  divide    -        -168 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -     170 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
•npplemental  to  the  act  for  dividing,  read    248 

read  a  second  ^e 249 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed    -        -        -        •  -    260 


Ptgc 
Indians,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith*  of  Maryland, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  request  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  such 
information  as  he  may  possess,  req>ectiug 
the  intentions  of  the        -        -        -       -    299 
Inlantry,  a  bill  firom  the  House  o/  Representa- 
tives for  the  more  perfect  organization  of 
the,  read  twice  and  referred    -        -        -    247 
reported,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading       ^ -262 

read  a  third  time  and  passed,  as  amended  -    857 
the  House  of  Representativea  disagree  to  the 

amendments  and  ask  a  conference       -    26S 
conference  agreed  to,  and  managers  appointed   268 
Ingraham,  Nathaniel  G.,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith 
of  New  York   presented  the  petition  o^ 
which  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury        -        -        -        -        -        -    Itt 

report  of  that  officer  read  -  -  - .  •  194 
papera  referred  to  a  select  oomoiiltee  •  -  212 
a  bill^  to  discharge,  from  imprisonment,  read    217 

read  a  second  time 218 

reeommitted 2J8 

reported  without  amendment      -        .  ^    .    342 
postponed  indefinitely        -        -        -       •   S44 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
rasentatives  respecting,  read  twice  aid  re- 
ferred   -        .-        -.-        -        -       -309 
reported,  amended     -,       -        -        .       -    807 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .       .    811 
read  a  third  time  and  passed  as  amended   •    313 

J. 
Jeflerson  College,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  locate  lands  reserve4  ibr 
the  use  of,  read  twice     -         -'        -        -    118 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        .       •    189 
read  a  third  time,  and  j>assed      -         .       -    181 
Judges  o{  the  United  States,  a  bill  respecting  the, 

read  twice 841 

read  a  third  time  and  passed       -        .       -    843 

K. 

Kaskaskia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent-, 
tifivcs  confirming  certain  claims  to  land 
in  tho  district  ot,  read    -        -        .       -     91 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        .       .     93 
reported  without  amendment      -        -       -    114 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        "       '    ^'* 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -        -       .    Ho 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
establish  a   land  district  in  Illinois,  east, 
of  the  district  of,  read     -        -        .       -    119 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        "       "    ^2 
reported  without  amendment     -        .       -   1» 
ordered  (o  a  tjiird  reading  >•        -        -       '    '?J 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed     -    '    -       -   1*4 
Kentucky,  Mr.  Pooe  submitted  sundry  retolp- 

tions  of  the  Legislature  of      -        .       -   lo2 
the  resolution  respecting  public  roads  in,  re- 
ferred to  a  committee      -        -        .      -    IB* 
Kittery,  Elliott,  and  Berwick,  Mr.  Cutts  gave 
notice  of  a  bill  to  annex,  to  the  district  of 
Portsmouth   -        -  ,      -        -        •       "J 
a  bill  to  that  effect  was  read  twice      -       '    ,2 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        .       -    18* 
Mr.  Varnuto  presented  a  petition  that  the 
bill  above  mentioned  may  not  pass  .       -     9i 
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Knight,  Lieutenant  Simeon,  Mr.  Bradley  pre<* 
sented  a  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Pay- 

maater  General      -        -        -        -        -  211 

report  of  said  officer  on  the  same        •        -  217 
Knoxville,  a  hiU  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  alter  the  tjmc  for   holding  the 

circuit  court  for  East  Tennessee  at»  read  126 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  126 

reported  amended 161 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           •     '   -        -  162 

read  a  third  time,  and' passed     -        -        -  163 

L. 

Landais,  Peter,  Mr.  Smith  of  New  York  pre- 
sented a  petition  of        •        -        -        -183 
referred  to  a  committee      -        -        -        «»     114 
an  adverse  report  on  the  same    ...     247 
the  report  of  the  committee  agreed  io        -    248 
Land  Office,  a  bill  to  establish  a  General,  read 

twice •       -        -     107 

recommitted       ....        •        .        .116 
reported  amended      >        >        *•        -        *     128 
ordered  to  a  third  readiHg  .        •        -        .129 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        - '  <     •     ISO 
Lands,  a  bill  from  the  House  oi  Representatives 
directing  the^  terms  on  which,  reverting 
in  failure  of  pay  ment«  tthali  again  be  sold, 

read 89 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  •  92 
reported  without  amendment  ^»  .  .  95 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  .^  .  .97 
read  a  -third  time,  and  passed  >  .  .  ^  .  98 
Lapsley,  Samuel,  (Sec  Lisle,  John.) 
Letters  of  Marque,  &o.,  a  bill  from  the  House 

Jf  Representatives  concerning,  lead  twice     301 
ered  to  a  third  reading  -         ...         .     302 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with 
amendments         .  •        .        .        *        .     303 
Library,  a  message  from  the  House'of  Represent- 
atives that  they  have  appointed  a  joint 
committee,  read      -        .        .        »        -       23 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  appointed  '  '•        .        -        -      28 

a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  sup- 
port of  the,  read    .....      24 

read  a  second  tim^,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -        .        .        .        .        -       25 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...       25 
Light-Houses,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
sentatives authoriting  the    purchase  of 
Lewis's  patent  for  an  improved  method 
of  ligliting,  read  twice,  and  referred        -     125 

reported  with  amendments         -        -  -       .128 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        •     130 

read  m  third  time ;  passed  with  amendments     130 
Lisle,' John,  and  others,  (heirs  of  Samuel  Laps- 
ley,)  Mr.  Pope  presented  the  ^petition  of, 
referred  -        -        .        .        .  '      -     122 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read    '      .        .        *     130 

read  a  second  time    .....     147 

the  third  reading  refused   -        -        .        .174 
Livingston,  R.  R.,  and  Robert  Fulton,  Mr.  Oilee 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -  •      .      23 

(See  FuHon,  Robert.) 
Lloyd,  James,  of  Maasaohusetta,  attended  and 

took  his  seat  .        .        .        .        .16 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  NaTal 
EsUblisfament        .        .        -        .        .     131 

•n  the  Boston  memorial    «        -       .        •    231 


Page. 
Loan,  a  bill  fVoQi  the  House  of  Representatives 

authorizing  a,  read  twice,  aAd  referred    -  189 

reportecT  with  amendments  - .      .        .        .  147 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -     '  -  166 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  167 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
supplemental   to   the  act  authorizing  a, 

read      -        - 817 

read  a  second  tinie,  and  referred        .        .  318 
reported  with  amendments,  read  three  times, 

and  passed  as  amended   •        -       ;  •        -  320 
Louisiana,  a  bill  to  admit  the  State  of,  into  the 

Union,  read   ---...  171 

read  a  second  ^me    .....  173 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        . .       .176 
recommitted  to  Uie  committee  on  the  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

same  tenor    ---...  176 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

the  same  effect  twice  read,  and  referred  -  176 

reported  with  amendments         ^        .        .  179 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        .184 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended  *  186 
a  bill  to  enlarge  tjie  limits  of  the  State  of, 

read       -        .        ^        -        .        .        .  183 

read  a  second  time    .        -        .        .        -  183 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .    .     .        .        -  186 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  194 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  admit,  read  240 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 241 

read  a  third  time  by  consent,  and  paiaed    •  241 
Louisiana  Lead  Company,  a  bill  to  incorporate 

the,  read        ...        .        .        .101 

referred  to  a  committee  of  five    .        >        .161 

reported  with  amendmcnta         ...  xi8 

ordered  Id  a  third  reading  -       ,.      ~  *        -  174 
recommitted      .        -        .        .        -.176 

reported  amended      -        .        -        -        .  176 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       .    .        .        .  178 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended  •  181 
Lyon,  Matthew,  a  meraonal  of,  praying  repay* 

ment  of  a  ^ne,  read        •        .        .        .19 
Lyon,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  Vcad    •     '  -        .  315 
read  a  second  time,  and  indefinitely  post- 
poned       *    .  316 

M. 

Maine,  District  of,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

resentativcs  to  alter)  the  time  of  holding 

one  of  the  terms  of  the  district  court  in 

the,  read        -        -        -        -        -     .  •      21 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  thifd 

reading -      22 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .       ...      22 
Maritime  Frontier,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep-' 
resentatives  nMiking  further  appropriation 
for  def(6nce  of,  tvrice  read       .        .        -117 
referred  to  a  committee   '  -        .  *      -        -120 
reported  with  amendments         ....    I6I 
ordered  to  a  thitd  reading  ....     163 
read  a  third  time;  and  paaaad  with  amend- 
ments     168 

Mr.  Reed  presented  a  memorial  fi^nm  dtiiena 
.   of  Maryland,  praying  measurea  lor  de^ 
fence  of         ......    262 
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Mafitime  Frontier— continued.  Page, 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  further  defence  of  the,  twice  read,  and 

referred  -        -       '-        -    '.  . 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed    -        -        .        . 
llfason's  Island,  a  bill  from  the  HoUse  of  Repre< 

sentatives  to  authorize  a  canal  around  the 

causeway  of,  read  - 
read  a  second  time    - 
referred  to  a  committee      ... 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend 

ments 

Blfassachusetts,  resolutions  and  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of,  against  war 
Mechanics*  Bank  hi  Alexandria,  Mr.  Brent  pre 

vented  a  petition  prayhig  the  charter  of 

the* - 

referred  to  a  sefect  commiitee     .- 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  *  - 

read  a  second  time    -        -        •      .  •* 

recommitted      - 

reported  with  amehdments 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  ameiided  ^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed 

rBtumed  from  the  House  of  l^ejiresentatlTes 

amended,  and  concurred  in     - 
Merchant  Vessels,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolu 

tion' relating  to  the  arming  of  -        -  ' 
agreed  to,  and  Teferred  to  a  select  commit* 

tee - 

a  bill  eoneeming  the  arming  of,  for  defence, 

read 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  •*        -        -        -    '    .. 

Maaaage,  the  President's  Annual 

three  hundred  copies  of  the  above  Und  doe< 

uments,  ordered  to  be  printed 
Mr.  Giles  offered  sundry  rasolutions  to  reftr 

the,  to  seleat  committees 
another,  from  tha  Pveaideat  of  the  United 

States,  with  supplementary  documonta 
Michigan,  a  memorial  of  the  citizeas  jo(;  praying 

protection  against  the  Indians 
Military  Bounty  Lands,  a  biU.for  designating, 

surveying,  Ac.,  read       ... 
read  a  second  time    .... 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtiyes 

with  amendments,  and  concurred  in      -  • 
Military  Establishment,  a  bill  to  complete  the  ex 

isting,  read    ... 
read  a  second  time  ^.        .        »        . 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read^a  third  time,  and  passed  unuiimottsly 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the,  read 
lead  a  second  time    • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    - 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  .a  third  reading  as  anaended,  and 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  > 
letaraedfieom  t4|p^  House  of  BepceaonlatiTea 

with  amendments  -^        -        .        • 
reierred  to  a  aeleet  committee    - 
tbe  Senate  disagree  to  aU  the  amendments^ 

andaska  conferenoe     ....    X76 
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lk|iittary  Establishment— continued.  Pi|i 

the  House  of  Representativea  insist,  vtA 

agree  to  a  conference     -       .•       -       -    IT7 
report  of  the  Managers  agreed  to,  and. the 

bill  modified  - 178 

the  House  of  Representatives  agreed  to  the 

modifications         -     .   .        .       -       •    161 
a  biH  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

making  additional  appropriations  for  the   314 
read  a  first  time        .        -        .        •       •    915 
read  a  second  and  third  time,,  and  passed    -   818 
Military  Peace  Establishment,  a  biU  supplemea- 

tal  to  the  act  fixing  a,  read     -        •       -   905 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -       -   906 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to~a  th&d 

reading  -        -        •        -        .       .   307 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        •       •   307 
Militia,  a  bill'  from  the  House  of  Repreeentatives 
making-  pavision  ior  aranng  the  whole 
body  of,  read  t-        -        *        -        •       -    117 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  ^       -       •1)8 
reported  with  amendments         •        -       -    165 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -       •    194 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed  as  amended  •*   195 
Miiledge^lle,  (Georgia;)  resolution  of  tbe  dti- 
sens,  of  expressing  confidence  in  the  Qo^ 
'  emment        -        •        -        ....   310 

Miller,  Christopher,  a  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  -       -in 
read  a  second  time,  and  Fsferred     '    •*       •   1S9 
reported  withoat  amendment     •        .       -   190 
the  third  reading  refused   -        *        .       «    147 
Minifie,  Charles,  Mr.  Bradley  gavie  notice  of  a 

bill  for  reKef  of      -        -        -        •       -     10 

a  bill  for  relief  of»  read  twice,  and  referred  •     90 

reported  with  amendments         -      ^-       -169 

*    ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       -    189 

read  a  thii^  time,  and  passed  aa  amended  •    164 

Mint,  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  tfans- 

mitled  the  report  of  the  Director  of  the  -     05 
Miscellaneous  Claims,  a  statement  of  Aion^ys  ex- 
pended in  the  discharge  >o^     -        .       .   100 
Mississippi  Territoiy,  a  resolution  of  the  Legi»> 
lature  of,  to  support  the  Adminietratseo, 
dtc»,  read   .  -        -■       -        -        .       .     90 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatives  to 
enable  the  piepple  of,  to  form  a  constils* 
tion,  read  twice,  and  referred  -       •    171 

report  of  aaid  committea    -        -        .       •   904 
peetponed  iodefiiliitefy       -        -        .      .  Sf7 
a  joint. resolution  authoriaing  a  oeuaiis  to  be 

take^  Pf  the  people  of,  read    -        .      •  939 
read  a,  second  time    -        •        ^        •       .   941 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .       •   949 

postponed  indefinitely  .....        .       .341 

a  biU  from  tiie  House,  ot  Representatives  to 
confirm  pertain  grants  under  the  Spanilh, 

Government ^ 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  ^  .  .  957 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  .  963 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  •  301 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  309 
a  b^l  frem  the  House  of  Repreeentatina 
confirming  certain  greats  by  the  Britiih 
Government  -        -        -        .       .   909 

read  a  Arst  time  -  -  •>  .•  -  ^ 
read  a  second  time,  ^nd  referred  ^  .964 
reported  widMHit  ameodmeiit  •  .  •  900 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  .311 
read  a  third  time»  aad  paaaad    •        •       «   319 
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MiMiMippt  Territory — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  (rom  the  Houee  of  Re|>reMntatives  Mk- 
ing  the  con^nt  of  Georgia  to  diviUe,  into 
two  States,  read     .....     252 

read  a  second  time,  and  reierred         -        •     257 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    259 
Mitcbill,  Richard,  Mr.  Anderson  presented  a  pe- 
tition of       "-        -        -        -        -        -     169 

teftrred  to  the  committee  on  Stcrshlj's  pe- 
tition    .......     172 

Morris,  Gouverneur,  and  others,  Mr.  German  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of,  reierred         -        •      87 
the  committee  discharged  ...     300 

MuniiioDs  of  War,  a  bill  making  appropriations 

to  procure,  &c,  read  twice     -        -        -      30 
read  a  third  time       .....      85 

recommitted      ......      98 

postponed  indefinitely        -        -        •         -     115 
McConnell,  Matthew,  and  others,  of  the  Penn- 
ayWaniA  Line,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  .        -        .^       .        *        .        -     107 

N. 
Naturalization,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives supplemental  to  the  act  con- 
cerning, read  twice         ....     314 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Alien  Enemies     317 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed     -         -        -        -        •     318 

NaTal  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  House  olf 

Representatives  concerning  the       •        -     107 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -        -     1 1 1 

reported  with  amendments         -        •''       -     126 
further  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading         -        -        -        -        -        -    164 

read  a  third  time,  aud  passed  as  ameoded  •     166 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 
first  and  disagree  to  the  other  amend- 
ments     171 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference        -     173 
the  House  of  Representatives  iosist,  a^id 

agree  to  the  conference'  -        -        '        -     174 
report  of  the  managers       ....     176 
the  modifications  recommended  agreed  ta  -     178 
Naval  Peace  Establishment,  the  act  supplemen- 
tal to  the  act  providing  for  a,  was,  on  mo- 
tion, referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
consider  what  amendments  thereto  were 
necessary       -        -        -     .  •        •        -    245 
report  of  said  committee    -        -        -        «-    ?A9 
Navy,  report  on  the  expenditures  of  appropria- 
tions for  the 92 

another  report  from  the,  Diepartment,  in 

obedience  to  the  act  regulating  elerks,  Sec.      96 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  > 

support  of  the,  r^ad  -  -  -  -  117 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  118 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -.  122 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  «  -  123 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  124 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy  on  the  subject  of  the    -        -      97 
Newcastle,  Delaware,  Mr.  Bayard  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  citizenfi  o(,  praying  qaf^as- 
ures  of  defence  of  their  port,  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War     ....    806 
report  of  that  officer  thereon       ...    310 
New  Jersey,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
communicated  a  resolution  of  the  Legis'^ 
latore  o£, 104 


Page. 


New  Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives relinqubhing  a  certain  lot  to 
the  corporation  of,  read  -        -        -       ,<^     171 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -172 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 

and  passed  as  amended  -        -        •        -179 
a  petition  of  the  Mayor,  A>c,  of,  praying  the    ' 
extension  of  a  stpeet       ....    306 
New  York,  a  bill  authorizing  the  appoinimont  of 

an  addi  tion  al  J  udge  for  the  District  of;  read  1 96 
read  a  second  time  .....  197 
referred  to  a  committee  -  -,  •  -  199 
reported  amended  -  -  .-  -  -  904 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    208 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •      ,  •        .    209 
Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  mnpchai^ts  of,  deprecating  war    -    254 
ordered  to  be  printed  •        -.       -        -    856 

copy  of  the  proceedings  of  sundiy  citizens 
o^  approving  ihe  measures  of  Governmeiit    310 
Nicholson,  Mary,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  peti-, 

tion  of,  referred      -        -        -        -        -     126 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -        -        .     148 
North  Bend,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  authorize  a  road  from  Greenville 
V  to,  read  twice,  and  reforred     - .       -        -      31 

reported  without  aiAendment     -        -        •      90 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  <   92 
read  a  third  time,  ^nd  passed     -  -      -        -      93 
North  Carolina,  resolutions  of  the  General  _A8- 

sembly  of,  approving  the  Message,  dJccu    -      98 
a  bin  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  time  of  holding  the  district  courts 
of,  read  twice,  and  referred     ...       99 
reported  without  amendment,  r^d  a  third 

time,  and  passed    -        -        -      .  -        -     100 
a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  ratifying 
the  amenjdment  to  the  Constitution  on  the 
subject  of  titles,  dec.       -  '    -        -        -     104 

.0. 
O'Pannon,  Thomas,  Mr.  Tait  presented  a  peti- 
tion of;  refen^sd  to  a  committee     -        -      83 
a  bill  for  the  TeKef  of,  read  twice        -        -      86 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  '     •        -        -      87 
read  a  third  time,  alid  passed     -      ' .     <  .      27 
O'Cousier,  Lewis  Gex,  and  others,  Mr.  Fppe  pre- 
sented a  petition  of,  relating  to  the  culti- 
•     '    vation  of  the  vine   .....     ]M 
Ogden,  Abram,  Mr.  Condict  presented  a  petition 

of;  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed        -      87 
Ohio,  Mr.  Won^ington  presented  a  petition  of 

the  Legislature  o^  relating  to  boundaries      94 
Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a  reeokition  respect- 
ing         116 

agreed  to,  and  a  eommittee  appointed        -     118 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreeentatiTea 
granting  further  time  to  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands  northwest  of  tlie  river,  read      -.  311 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        •    313 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        •        -  ,  316 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        -     317 
Old  City  Hall,  (New  York^  a  bill  authorizing 
-   the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase 
or  leaae  the,  ibr  the  uae  of  Government, 

'       read 197 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred    '       t-        -     198 
reported  amended 804 
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Ordnftneo, -a  bill  from  the  Hovse  of  Repreeente- 

tiTes  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  -  226 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  237 
reported  with  amendmenta,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       -        -        .        .        • .  236 
read  a  third  tiinc,  and  paiaed,  aa  amended   -    238 
Ordnance  Stores,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives authorizing  the  purchase  of, 
read       -        -.-        •        -        .        .95 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred   ...      96 
reported  without^  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  i^nd  passed    -        -  '      -        •        -      -99 
Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives extending  the  tii^e  for  openmg  fhe 
several  land  offices  in  the  Territory  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred  •        -        -        -      22 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       -        -    ^    .        -        •     .  24 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased,  as  amended  -      25 
Orr,  Thomas,  a  bill  fccm '  the  House  of  Repre- 

^  sen  tatives  for  the  relief  of  -  .  -  166 
read  a  first  time  '  -  -  .  .  .  167 
read  a  second  lime,  and  referred  -  -  168 
reported  without  amendment  ...  172 
third  reading  refused  -  -  .  .  .175 
aVnended,  ahd  ordered  to  a  third  reading  n  185 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  with  amend- 
ments   -        -      .  -'        .        -        .      , .     186 


Page,  Joseph  Willington,  Mr.  Craillard  presented 

a  petition  of  -        -        -        '.        -        .     257 
Parket,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a 

memorial  of;  ordered  to  be  printed        ^     148 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State         i    '     .     163 
Patterson,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland presented  a  petition  of-         -         -197 
referred  to  a  committee  on  a  similar  subject    200 
Pay  and  Rations  of  Navy  Officers,  on  motion  of 
V  Mr.  liloyd,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy  on  the  subject  of,  referred  to  a- 
select  committee    -        «...        «     127 
Pearl  River,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent, 
atives  for  the  relief  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners wost  of,  read  -        -        .        .1^1 
read  a  second  time    -        ...        .        .     122 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        •        -     123 
reported  without  amendment     •        -        .161 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .      > .        .        .     168 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .  •     .        .     163 
Peck,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives authorizing  the  discharge  of, 
from  imprisonment         *        .    ,    .        .    25)2 
read  a  first  time        -        -        .  •      . .      .    257 
read  a  second  time,  ahd  referred        -        .    258 
reported  without  amendment     .      • .        .    262 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    •    -        ...    298 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    300 
Pennsylvania,  the  President  comihuntcated  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of       -      89 
resolutions  of  the  first  Congressional  district 
of,  relating  to  preparations  foir  war  -        -    246 
Penrose,  Clement  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of  .  -  .  252 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  •  '  •  .  267 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

.  to  a  third  reading 261 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    263 


Philadelphia  and  Wilmington  Steamboat  Com- 
pany, Mr.  Bayard  presented  the  petition 
of;  referred  -        -        -        -        .       -     JO 

(See  SteamboatB.') 
Phill^M,  J.  and  E.,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  me- 
morial of;  read      •        -        >        .       .     ig 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -        -       -     19 
Pinknej,  Captain  Nmian,  Mr.  Leib  presented 

the  petition  of;  referred  -        -        .       .    tt4 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  •        -        .       .   f35 

read  a  second  time     -        -        *•        -       -    SS7 

read  d  third  time,  and  passed     -        .       .    S36 

Pope,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  for 

recess    -        -        -        -        -        -     213,216 

Porter,  David,  Mr.  Franklin  presented  a  petitioa 

of;  referred   .-..--     J$ 
committee  discharged,  and' the  subject  inde^ 
initely  postponed   -        -        .    •    .        -    185 
Portuguese  vessels,  Mr.  Gregg  submitfod  a  reso- 
lution relating  to ;  Teferred     -        .        .    219 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  from  thf  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  alter  and  ei^blish  certain  *-       -    206 
read  the  first  time      -        -        -       '.        -    207 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -       -209 
reported  without  amendment      -        .        -    224 
ordered  to  ^  third  reading  -         -        -        -226 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        .        •    228 
Potomac,  a  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 

river,  read  twice 

recommitted      ...... 

reported  with  amendments        ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        .        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  - 
Pre-emption,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives allowing  further  time  to  complete 
payments  on  lands  held  by  right  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •  ' 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
President  of  the  United  States,  appointment  of 

a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the.     - 
President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  a  bill  from  the 
•House  of  Representatives  to'  compensate 
the,  read  .      -    •    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  atnended  - 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  a  retohi- 

lytion  concerning  the  election  of  - 
postponed  indefinitely        .        .        .       • 
Prisoners  of  War,  a  bill  for  the  safe-keeping  q(, 
read  twice      -        -        -      '  -        -       - 
Public  Contracts,  report  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment on         -        -        .        .        •       - 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  - 
Pubhc  Grounds,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President 
to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  the,  read     ' 
read  a  second  <lme  and  referred     ^     - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  of 

the  same  tenor,  read  -  -  -  '  ^^ 
read  a  second  time  -  .  "  '  *  22 
referred  to  the  committee  oh  the  Senate  bill  «* 
reported  without  amendment  -  "  '  f2 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  "  "  *  JS 
read  a  third  time^and  recommitted  •  •  JJJ 
reported  with  amendments  -  "  '  fS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended       •   ^ 
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read  a  third  timer  and  pta— d  with  amend- 

meDts    -        -        -        ---        -        -  306 

returned  irom  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment,  in  which  the  Senate 

did  not  concur,  and  the  House  receded  -  312  ■ 
Public  Lands,  Mr.  Worthington  submitted  a  rea- 

olytion  respecting  -        -        -        -        -  19 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  .  20 
a  bill  making  further  ppoTiMon  for  the  sale  of, 

read 126 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        ...  126 

indefinitely  postponed  *  -  •  -  182 
a  bill  fram  the  House-  of  Representatives 

giving  further  time,  dec,  read          -        -  169 

read  a  second  time    -        •        «        -        •  170 

referred  to  a  select  committee  -  -  •  -  182 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        '193 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        -  198 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -  1 99 

Q. 
Quartermaster's  Department,  a  bill  to  establish  a, 

read  twice      -        -        -        -        -        -      30 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -      '  -        -      66 
read  a  third  time        -        .  •     .        .        -      86 
and  passed        -        -  i      -        -  "*      •        -      92 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  ordered  to  be  printed  -     102 
read  a  first  and  se^nd  time,  and  referred    -     102 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee      -        -     106 
mdefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -    116 

(See  MUtarv  EstobUshment.) 
a  bill  from  the  House  «f  Representatives  to 

amend  the  act  to  establish  a,  read  •        •    236 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred    .    -        -    288 

reported  with  amendments         .        «        .     243 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time 

by  consent,  and  passed  amended      -        -    244 

Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  respectipg  a  •  .    it) 

R. 
Rangers,  a  bill  to  anthoriae  thie  Presidentto  raise 

certain  companies  o^  read      •        -        -       32 
raad  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -      33 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -       88 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  expenses  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred  - ''      *        -        -117 
reported  without  amendment      -        -     \-     118 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, ' 
and  passed    -------     121 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  sup- 
plemental to  the  above    ....     262 

read  a  first  time 263 

read  a  second  time,  and  rderred  -  -  264 
reported  with  amendments  -        •.  -     -    299 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  306 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  '  -  -  306 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to  the 

amendments,  and  the  Senate  insist  -        -    307 
the  House  of  Representatives  receded          -    311 
Racess,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy ofi  read     --.---     197 
resolution  concurred  in,  and  committee  ap- 
pointed   207 

report  of  said  comii4ttee  fixing  the  29th  of 

April  and  18th  of  May,  read  twice  -        -211 
amended  by  substituting  8th  of  June  for  tfie 
last  data         -        -        -        -        -        -    215 


Recess — continued.  Page* 

read  a  third  time,  ftnd  passed  as  amended    -    216 
Mr.  Leib  sobqiitted  a  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a,  read        -        .        -        •        -     218 
read  a  second  time,,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -        -        -        -        -        -    •  ,  -    218 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed.     -        -        -    219 
a  message  from  the  House  .of  Representa« 
tives  that  they  have  postponed  indefinite- 
ly the  reifolution  as  amended  by  the  Senate   '219 
the  House  of  Representatives  refuse  to  con- 
cur in  the  Senate  resolution    ...     226 
Reddick,  Thomas  F.,  <a  bill  from  the  House  ef 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read      •    226 

read  a  second  time 228 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    236 

Refugees,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act^  regulat- 
ing grants  of  land  to,  read  twice    -        -104 
'     recommitted      -        -        -        ...        .     107 

a  biH  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

making  provision  for,  read  -    -        •>        -     177 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -  '      -     178 
reported  with  amendments  ...     191 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -       .  -     198 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     198 
a  bill  further  to  provide  for,  read        -        -    246 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    247 , 
reported  with  amendments         -  -       -        •    261 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        - '       -        -    268 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -    25t 
Reprisals  an  British  Commerce,  the  comn^ttee 
on  the  war  biU,  reported  an  amendment 
authorixinf  puUid  aimed  vessels,  dbc,  to 
make     -        -        -        -        -        -•    '   -     267 

Republican  Corresponding  Society,  of  Indiana 
Territory,  a  resolntion  of  the,  was  com- 
municated to  the  Senate,  respecting  elec- 
tion of- sheriffii,  >^&c,  read       .-        -        -       16 
Reserved  Sectiorfs  of  Land,  a  bill, making  further 

provision  for  the  sale  of,  read  ...     242 
read  a  6e9ond  time    - '       -        -        -.        -    243 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •     .  •        -    246 
read  a  thfad  time,  and  passed      ...    245 
Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  from  the  House  *of 
Representatives  to  provide  for  persons  dis- 
abled by  known  wounds  received  in  the, 
read       -        -•       -        .        -        -        »     185 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •  ,    -     186 
reported  with  amendments         ...    204 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        .     207 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -    209 
Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  resolotions 

of  the  Legislature  of,  deprecating  war    •    262 
Richmond,  Mr.  Bradley  submitted  a  resolution 
expressing  national  respect  and  sorrow 
for  the  unfortunate  persons  who  perished 
by  fire  in,  on  the  4ight  of  the  26th  De- 
cember, 1811         ....        .•      90 

amended  and  agreed  to      •        -        -        -      91 
Richkond  and  Manchester,  Mr.  Giles  presented 
a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of,  deprecating 
war       -------    258 

Robinson,  Jonathan,  of  Vermont,  attended,  and 

took  his  saat  -        -        --       -        .      -  .      22 

Russell,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Gaitlard  presented  a  pe- 
tition of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury 167 

report  of  that  officer  thereon    •  '      -        -    177 
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M>bath,  Mr;  Pope  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Synod  of  Kentockj,  praying  that  mails' 
may  not  be  carried  on  the    •  - 
Salaries,  a  bill  from  the  Hooee,  contintiing  in 

.    ibrce  the  act  concerning,  read      '  •        •    201 
read  a  second  time     -     '  '  -        •        •        -    204 
ordered  to  k  third  reading        -        -        -    208 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •        -        -    210 
8af  annah,  Mr.  Tait  presented  sundry  resohotions 
of  the  citizens  of^'ai^roring  the  measures 
of  Govern  ment      .....    262 
Saunders,  Reuben,  and  Securitios,  a  biH  fpt  re- 
lief of,  read 201 

read  a  second  time 204 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    208 
read  a  third  tinSe,  and  passed.     .        .        «    200 
Science  and  the  Useful  Arts,  a  bill  to  promote 
the  progress  of,  read,  &c.       ... 

read  a  second  time 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

Selden,  Cbarles,  and  others,  Mr.  German  pre- 

sented  the  petition  of     -        -        •        f 

referred  to  the  committee  on  Portogone  Tet- 

•els - 

Senate,  memliers  present  at  the  meeting  of  the 

adjournment  of  the 322 

executive  proceedings  of  the      -^        -        -    323 
0herilC  a  memerial  of  the  Legislature  ef  Indi* 
ana  Territory,  praying  that  the  office  of, 
may  be  made  elective,  referred 
a  bill  from  the  House  qf  Representatives  to 
authorize  the  election  of        -        -        - 
read  a  6rst  and  second  time,  and  referred  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -.        •        - 
lost,  on  the  third  reading  .... 
jinking  Fond,  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  • 
Shelly,  Thomas,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  petition  of 
Smith,  Larkin,  Mr.  Giles  pjesented  a  petition  of, 
referred  to  a  select  committee     ^        .        • 
(i9ee  Collectors  of  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  ^e.) 
Smithy  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Howell  presenttfd  a  me- 
morial of,  referred  ..... 
adverse  repprt  thereon,  agreed  to        -        - 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  speech  of,  on  the 

Boston  memorial    -        -        •        -        -,   228 
Snethen,  Rev.  Mr.,  appointed  Chaplain  by  the 

House  of  Representatives 
Spafford,  Amos,  Mr.  Wotthington  presented  a 
memorial  of,  referred      .        .        .        - 
Spirituous  Liquors,  a  bill  to  prohibit  importatioii 

of,  dec,  read  -        -        -      '  -        -        -      97 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

•  reading  -.----. 

OB  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Seci^tary  of 

the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  the 

quantity  of  imported.  See.       ... 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  reply   - 

Steamboats,  a  bill  respecting  enrolling  and  li- 

censtog,  read  •>  -  '  •  •  <<  106, 
read  a  ^econU  time  -  -  •  •  •  106 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  116 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  -116 
Stoat,  John  N.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  -  •  211 
read  a  secoAd time  •  •  '•  •  •  212 
referred  to  a  committee  •  •  -.  -  217 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  240 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -  .    •    241 
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Streshly,  Thomas  aad  WiUiam,  Mr.  Bibb  pie- 

senled  the  petition  of,  referred  -  •  M 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  -  -  •  -  !30 
recommitted  on  second  reading  -  •  -  173 
reported  without  amendment  •  •  -198 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  *  •  260 
read  a  third  time«  and  passed  •  •  .  -  301 
returned  4rom  the  House  of  Repvesentatttes 

with  amendments  -        -        -        -       •    Ml 
which  were  concurred  in    -        -        -       -141 
Strong,  Submit  R.„  widow  of  Major  E.  Strong, 

Mr.  Worthington  presented  the  petitien  of     8^ 
Sufirage,  a  bill  from  the  House  -of  Representa- 
tives to  extend  the  right  of,  in  Illinois, 

read «n 

read  a  second  time,  and  refened        -       •   S18 
reported  with  amendments .       -        .       •   SS8 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  MO 
Sullivan,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  of  New 

Ifork  presented  the  petition  of        •       •     93 
St.  Clair,  General  Arthur,  a  bill  from  the  Houas 

of  Representatives,  for  relief  of  -  -  166 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  •  167 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  •  184 
third  .reading  reftised  -  -  .  •  186 
Mr.  Leib  presented  a  memorial  o^  praying 
•     relief,  referred        ....  191 

a  bill  allowing  annuity  to,  read  -  .  .  S17 
read  a  second  time  ^  -  -  .  -  J18 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  •  SSS 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .       .   SS4 

.       T. 
Taylor^  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  New  York  membriil   ttf 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Campbell  presented  several  res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of,  disapprov- 
ing certain  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, proposed  by  the  several  States  of 
Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  and  Vir- 
ginia    ---..--88 
also,  a  resolution  ratifying  the  amendment 

respecting  titles,  &c«  •  -  .  •  88 
a  bill  relating  to  lands  south  of  the  State  o( 

read 67* 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  ^  -  -  1^ 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  •  179 
referred  to  the  committee  on  thf  Missisappi 

Territory       -        -     '  -        -        -       -    IW 
^postponed  indefinitely        -        -        .      •  907 
Mr.  Campbell  submitted   a  resolution  re- 

spectiilg  lands  in  -  -  -  .  •  181 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  ^^ 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary^ of  the  Trsss- 

ury  to  issue  grants,  dec,  read  twice       •   '^^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        .       •   393 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed      -        .-^94 
Territorial  Judges,  Mr.  Worthington  submitted 

a  resolution  respecting  -        -        •      *  ^ 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed      -   ^ 
Territory  of  Louisiana,  ahiU  from  the  Houitof 
Represeptativcs'  providing  fer  the  Gov- 
ernment  of  the      -        •-        -       *      '    ^J! 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        "       *       *   12 
reported  with  amendments         -       '      '   S? 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -       -   Ml 
read  a  third  time,  and  pueed  as  amended  •  ^43 
the  House  of  RepresenUtivea  concur,  with 

an  amendment  -  •  -  -  -  "  ^ 
to  which  the  Senate  agree         •       ...   944 
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Territory  of  Louisiana — ooniimied.  Page, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
makifig  further  provision  for  settling  the 
claims  to  land  in,  read  ....    243 
read  a  second  time,  and  refisrred         -        •    844 
reported  with  amendments  ^      .        .        .    260 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  89  amended  -    251 
Territory  of  Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  giving  further  time  to 
register  claims,  icy  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred     127 

reported  without  amendment     •        -        -     147 
ordered  to-  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -     102 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     103 
the  President  of  the  United  States  trans- 
mitted the  proceedings  of  a  convention 
under  the  act  for  admitting  the,  into  the 
Union,  ordered  to  be  printed  •        -        -     103 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -     107 
Mr.  Worthington  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  delegates  from  said  convention*  pray* 
ing  further  time  for  the  entry  of  land 
claims,  referred      -        -        •         -        -     168 
a  bill  giving  further  time,  dbc,  read    -        •     177, 
read  a  second  time  .-        -        -        -        -     178 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -     180 
e  memorial  of  the  same  delegates,  respect- 
ing donation  of  lots,  referred  • ,       -        -Ids 
e  bill  granting  certain  lots  -        -        -197 

read  a  second  time 198 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     200 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    202 
a  bill  from  the   House  of  Representatives 
giving  validity  to  certain  sales  of  land  in 

the,  read 301 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    302 
reported  without  amendment     ...    304 
ordered  to  a  third  reeding  - .       >        -    808 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        7     310 
Thompson,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read    -        -     219 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -       ^-     223 
reported  without  amendment     ...     224 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     226 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     228 
Titles   and  Claims  to   Lands,  a  bill  from   the 
House  of  Representatives  for  ascertain- 
ing, &c.,  read  twice,  and  referred   to  a 
committee      ---.--    2OI 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     204 
ordered  to  a  third  reaiHng  -         -         -         .     208 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         <«         -     210 
Tobacco,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  submitted  a 

il^solution  rcFpecting  the  export  of-         -       19 
amended  and  agreed  to      -         -         -         -       21 

Townsend,  Josiah,  Mr.  (Jerman  presented  a  me- 
morial of,  ordered  to  be  printed       -         -       89 
Transfer  of  Moneys,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy  respecting       -         -         -         .       28 
Transfer  of  Stocks,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  facilitate  the     -         -         -     309 
read  three  times,  and  passed       .         -         -     310 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  -         -         -         -         -         -     122 

Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  authorize  the  issue  of,  read       264 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •     298 
reported  with  amendments         -        -         -     301 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    304 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    806 


Page. 
Treasury  Report,  in  obedience  to  the  act  estab- 
lishing the  Department  -        •        -        •      23 
in  obedience  to  the  act  filing  the  compen- 
sation of  clerks       .....       93 
Troops,  Mr.  Reed  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  rules  and  atticles  for  the  govern- 
ment ofthe 26 

agreed  to,  and  m  committee  appointed        •      27 
Tryon,  Isaac,  Mr.  Dana  presented  a  petition  of       32 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Fulton,  and 

others   •^.>-        -        •        .        --33 
adverse  report  on  the  petition  concurred  in      186 
Turner,  James,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  North  Carolina,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  kna 

seat 17 

U. 
ynion  Canal  Company,  Mr*  Gregg  presented  a 

memorial  of  the,  referred        -        -        -      99 
committee  discharged        -     '  .        >        .    300 
Ursuline  Nuns,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  exchange  lands  with  the, 
read  twice,  and  referred  -        .        -     181 

reported  with  amendments  .  '  .  *  *  189 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  196 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  lunended  •     107 

V. 
V^rnum,  Joseph  B.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  » 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat       -        -        -   ,     -        -        -        -        9 
Venezuela,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  relief  of  the  citizens  of      -        -    226 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....    227 
reported  inrithout  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....    227 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     228 
Vermont,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  rati- 
fying the  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
respecting  titles,  &c.       ....       84 
Vice  President  of  the  United  SlUtes  present  at 

the  opening  of  the  session      ...        9 
the  Senate  adjourn  in, consequence  of  the 

illness  of  the  -        -        -        -        .     177 

death  of  the,  announced,  and  procee<lings 

thereon 206 

the  funeral  expenses  of  the,  ordered  to  be 

paid 223 

Virginia  Line,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives relating  to  bounties  to  the,  dtc, 

read 120 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -     121 

reported  with  amendments  -         -         -     240 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         •         -         -     241 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  atnended  -     243 
the   House  of   Representatives  disagree  to 
amendments  ------     248 

the  Senate  insist        -        ...        -     249 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist,  and  ask 
a  conference  -        -      "  -        -        -        -    262 

conference   agreed    to,   and  members    ap- 
pointed -        -        -        -        -     •   -    267 

modifications  reported,  and  agreed  to  -     301 

Virginia  Resolutions,  a  letter  from  the  Governor 
of  Virginia,  enclo^ng  sundry  resolution^ 
ofthe  General  Assembly  ofthe  State,  re- 
specting certain  measures  of  the  General 
Government,  in  regard  to  foreign  rriationa     US 
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Yoluntetn,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  authorize  the   President  to  ae* 
c^^  read  twice  and  referred  •        -        -     lOS 
reported  with  amendments         •        -        -     lOd 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        <-        «     1 1 1 
read  avthird  time,  and  passed  as  amended.  -     112 
a  bill  supplemental  to  'the  act  to  raise,  read 

twice  and  referred  -        -        -        -    314 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      .....    316 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
authorise  the  President  to  accept,  read 
twice  and  referred  -        -        -        -     313 

reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 
-     and  passed,  as  amended         -      ....    318 
Towell,  John«  and  Thomas,  Mr.  Brent  presented 

the  petition  of 219 

W. 

Wabash,  letters  from  Governor  Harrison,  report- 
ing the  issue  of  the  battle  on  the    •        •       86 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
relief  of  those  who  served  in  said  cam- 
paign, read  twice,  and  referredv      -        -     128 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        -     147 
recommitted      -        -         -        -        --164 

reported  with  further  amendments      -    -    -     177 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -     180 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     181. 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  some 
and  disagree  to  other  amendments  r        •192 

the  Senate  insist 193 

the  House  of  Representatives  recede  •        -     196 
War,  a  report  from  the  Secretary-  o^  in  obedience 

to  act,  Ac.     -        ....        .        .93 

Mr*  Gregg  presented  a  memorial  from  a  large 
number  of  persons  in  Philadelphia,  de- 
precating the  calamities  of  -  -  -  242 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  de- 
claring, -against  Great  Britain,  twice  rea4 
and  rcferj-ed  -..--.  266 
reported  and  recommitted  ...    267 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      -        -        -        .        .     287 
Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  motion  to  amend  the 

biU 296 

which  Was  rejected  .....  297 
bill  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  297 
the  House  of  Representatiyes  concur  in  the 

amendments  -        -       /•        •        •        -    298 
sundry  petitions  and  memorials  against  300,  366, 

307,  309,  314 
War  Department,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  recommending  pro- 
rision  for  two  subordinate  appointments 
therein  -        -        -        -  ,     -        -        -     209 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        »    210 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  establish 

the,  read 212 

read  the  second  time  -  ...  --216 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  -218 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  *  -  -  219 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

with  an  amendment        ....     226 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    258 
Washington,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives farther  to  amend  the  charter  of) 

read 201 

read  a  second  time*  and  referred       «       •    204 


Washington,  charter  of — continued.  Ptgi. 

reported  Ivith  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading          -        -        -       >•       -    2lt 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •    SIS 
Washington  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Bradley  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the,  read  and  re- 
ferred   -        -      ^ 18 

a  bill  to  carry  into  efiect  an  act  of  the  Le- 
gislature <Mf  Maryl8n<i^  relating  to,  twice 
read       ----•.-1J8 
ordered  to  a  Uiird  reading  -        -        •       -    171 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .       .    ITS 
Washington  College,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives,  to  incorporate  the  -       -   SS6 
read  a  first  and  seeond'time        -        .       -   S27 
,  referred  to  a  committee      •        -        .       .   S3( 
report  indefinitely  postponed      -        -       -   908 
Webb,  Josiah  H.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  -    SS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .       .     S7 
read «  third  time,  and  passed    -        .       .     27 
West  Florida,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  annex  a  part  of,  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  rtad   -        -        -       -   SJ8 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -       -336 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  t 

third  reading  -        -        *        -       -   S36 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -   S38 
Weston,  Bzra,  and  Son,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

State     >• 8« 

West  Point,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  con- 
cerning         -        -        -        -        .       .    117 
Wharton,  Thomas  F.,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  pe- 
tition of ^ 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  a  me- 
morial of        - 10 

Whipple,  Captain  Abraham,  a  bill  ^m  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of^  read 
twice,  and  referred         -        -        -       -     tS 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       •        -        .        -       -     M 
rea4  a  third  time,  and  passed      •        -       -     '^ 
Whitlow,  Charles,  Mr.  Giles  presented  a  petition 

of,  referred     -        -     '   -        -        .       -    50 
committee  discharged         -        -        .       .   186 
Widows,  Mr.  Pope  submitted  a  resoldtion  re- 
specting the,  of  those  who  fell  in  the  bat- 
tle of  the  Wabash ^ 

Wilkinson,  General  James,  Mr.  Gregg  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        -        -      -  SSf» 
committee  report  a  statement  of  the  account 

of,  with  a  resolution       -        -        .       -   S50 
the  resolution  recommitted  -        .      '.   S58 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read-        -        .       -   261 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -       -   S6S 
reported  with  an  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  as  amended         -      -  5(H 
Williams,  Colonel  Jonathan,  a  bill  from  tbt 

House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  w* 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        "      '   SI 
indefinitely  postponed        -        .        -       -   3W 
Wilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repie- 

sentatives,  for  relief  of  -        -       '       '    ^c! 

read  a  first  time *?J 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  J^ 
reported  without  amendme/it  -  *  *  oe 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  ■  JfJ 
read  a  third  time,  and  pastad     -       .      -   IvV 
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WorthingtoD,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  recess  of 

Congress        -        -        -        -        -       --    214 

y. 

Toang,  Anna,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred 242 

reported  without  amendment      ...    302 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     308 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -310 
Teas  and  Nays,  on  amending  the  apportionment 

bill 26 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  engineer  bill      •      27 

on  adhering  to  their  amendments  of  the  ap- 
portionment bill 31 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  complete 
the  Military  Establishment     ...      33 

on  amending  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 
mQitary  force         -        -        •        *   34, 35, 84 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  ...       85 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  extending 
patent  rights  to  Robert  Fulton  and  others       92 

on' agreeing  to  amendmenU  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional military  force        ....      96 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  thf  par- 
chase  of  ordnance  :.....       99 

on  postponing  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse      -        -        -        -      106,  107 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Louisiana  Lead  Company  -     115 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  amdaYits 
and  bail -     119 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 
army  regulations 121 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Recd^s  resolution  con- 
cerning trade  to  France  -        -        -        -     148 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval 
Establishment 164 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  resolution  calling  for  names 
implicated  by  John  Henry      -        -        -     167 

on  amending  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Samuel  Lapsley  -        -        -  ^     -     174 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        -        -     174 

on  amending  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  cam- 
paign on  the  Wabash    .        i.        .        -     180 

on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Louisiana  Lead 
Company 181 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  bounda- 
ries         'l82 

on  amending  the  bill  relating  to  bounty 
lands 183 

OQ  the  third  readingrolf  the  bill  to  enlarge 
the  limits  of  Louisiana  -        -        -        -186 

on  a  motion  to  remove  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  from  the  embargo  bill    -     -        -187 

on  a  motion  to  print  the  same  under  an  in- 
junction of  secrecy  -      .  -        -        -        -     188 

on  aospending  the  rule  forbidding  the  second 
reading  of  a  bill,  Ac.      ....     188 

on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd  to  request  certain 
information  of  the  President   ...     188 

on  amending  the  bill  from  the  House  of  R^p-  . 
resentativea  to  lay  an  embargt)        -     ^  -     189 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill    -        -189 

on  a  motion  to  tospend  a  rule    ...     190 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page. 

on  a  motion  to  remove  the  injunction  of  se- 
crecy    -        -        -        -        -     .   -        -     190 

on  amending  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  militia 192 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  ...     192 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill,  in  addition 
to  the  act  to  raise  an  additional  militaiy 
force      -        -        -        -        -        -        -     193 

on  a  motion  to  recede  from  their  amend- 
menU to  the  Wabash  bill        -        -        -     193 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  enlarge 
the  limits  of  Louisiana  -        -        -        -194 

on  the  confidential  bill  to  prohibit  exporta- 
tion of  specie,  &c.  -        -        -        -        -     202 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -        -        -     203 

on  amending  the  joint  resolution  for  a  ie» 
cess        .......     211,  216 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  resolution  as 
amended        ......    216 

on  the  final  passage  of  Mr.  Leib's  resolution 
for  recess        -        -        •        •        -        -    219 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  granting  an 
annuity  to  General  8t.  Clair  ...    223 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  authorizing 
Tennessee  to  issue  grants,  &c.        -        -     224 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  granting  an 
annuity  to  Arthur  St.  Clair    -        -        -    224 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  for  re- 
lief of  Venezuela    -        -        -  .      -        -    227 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Boston 
memorial       -        -        -        -        - .      -    235 

on  Mr.  Pope's  motion  to'repeal  the  several 
acts  relating  to  commercial  intercourse    -    239 

on  a  motion  to  adjourn  for  want  of  a  quo- 
rum        239 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  dis- 
charge certain  persons  from  imprison- 
ment      244 

on  motion  to  amend  the  bill  declaring  war   270, 
271,  286,  287,  297 

on  Mr.  German's  motion  to  postpone  the 
said  bill 284 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        ;        -    287 

on  another  motion  to  postpone  the  same    •    296 

on  a  motion  to  adjourn      ....    297 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  war  bill     -        -    297 

on  postponing  the  bill  anthorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  militia       -        -        -        -        -    299 

on  the  final  passage  ot  the  bill  relating  to 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal         -        -    303 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  author- 
ize die  issue  of  Treasury  notes       -        -    804 

OB  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -        -        -     306 

on  receding  from  their  amendments  to  the 
bill  concerning  rangers  ....     307 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  additional 
duties 308,  309 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill     -        -    309 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  joint  resolution 
respecting  a  day  of  humiliation,  Sec.        -     310 

on  amending  the  bill  to  prohitiit  vessels 
fh>m  trading  vrith  enemies      -        -        -    819 

on  amending  the  bill  making  further  provis- 
ion for  the  army 320 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  ...    320 
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A.  Page. 

AbsenteM,  naobes  oi,  on  calling  the  yeas  and 

Daji  on  the  salt  bill        -        -        "        -     116 
Mr.  Williams  fcubmitteil  a  resolution  con- 
cerning -        -        -        -        -        -  1422 

agreed  to  -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1427 

Accounts,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee on    -        -    333 

report  from  said  committee  on  the  contin- 
gent fond  of  the  House  -        .        -        .  1244 
report  from  said  committee  on  aHowing  a 
per  centage  to  the  Clerk  for  disbursements, 
disagreed  to    -        -        -      '  -        -        -  1489 
Acts,  Records,  &e^  of  the  States,  a  committee 
apointed  -on  m6lion  of  Mr.  Milnor,  reported 
against  the-  expediency  of  any  amend- 
ment of  the  law  relating  to    •>        -        -  1232 
Additional  Duties,  Mr.  Rhea  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  lay  certain  -        -        ...        .    350 
resolution  amended  and  laid  on  the  table'  -    351 
a  bill  imposingron  all  imported  goods,  twice 

read  and  referred  -  -        -        -        -    '     -  1435 

reported  with  amendments     ,    -  ,      *        -  1514 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1516 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -  1531 

Additional  Military  Force,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

to  raiso  an,  read  twice  and  referred  -  566 
reported  with  an  amendment  -  -  •  585 
further  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  -  609 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  •  -  -'617 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  617 
'  returned  from  the  Senate  with  disagree- 
ment       700 

the  House  receded  (rom  all  except  three,  on, 

which  they  insisted  -  •  ,•  -718 
the  Senate  receded  from  their  objections  -  .  919 
a  bill  supplemental. to  the  act  for  raising  an, 

read  twice  and  committed  ...  664 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       -         -         -         -         -1019 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed      -        -    .    -  1021 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of 
the,  read  twice  and  committed      ,  -        -  1007 
I  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -       ■  -         -  1031 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  1032 
^turned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  J045 
which  were  concurred  iu  -  -  -  -  1059 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  raise  an> 

read  twice  and  committed  -  '  -  ^  -  1072 
reported  without  amendment,  Vead  a  third 

time,  and  passed  -  -  -•-  -1158 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amend menta, 

which  were  concurred  in         -         -         -  1212 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Moore  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  request  the  President  to  cause 
a  system  of  rules,  &.c.,  to  be  laid  before  the 

House 1156 

a  bill  (in  secret  session)  in  addition  to  the 

act  for  raising,  read  twice         -        -         -  1598 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1599 
Address,  of  certain  members  of  Congress  to  their 

,    constituents 2196 

Affidavits  and  Bail,  a  bill  for  the  more  conveni- 
ent taking  of,  read  twice,  &c.  ...    363 
reported,  discussed,  and  recommitted  •        •    371 


Affidavits  and  Bail-^ontlnued.  Ptge. 

reported  with  amendments,  'and  committed 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       -        -    396 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        •    586 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -595 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1040 
which  were  concurred  in   -        -        -       -  1043 

Alien  Enemies,  a  bill  respecting,  twice  read,  and 

committed     ...        ...  1568 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1574 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in   -        -        •        •        -  158S 
A^ton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  reference  of  the  Pres- 
ident's Message     -        -        -        -        -    338 

on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution  for  additional  doties   360 
on  the  rules  ^nd  orders    '  -        -        -        -    5T7 

.  on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional military  force    -  '      -        -       -   615 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  volunteers       -        .78) 
on  the  Senate  bill  respecting  quartermas- 
ter's department    -        -        -         -       801,808 

an  the  bill  for  the  government  of  Louisiana 

Territory        -        -      .  -        -        .       -  IJ54 
on  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -         -        -  1Y70 

on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess        -        -  1338 
American  Seamen,  Mr.  Milnor  submitted  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of,  which  was  agreed 
to,  and  a  committee  appointed        .    ^   .   353 
Mr.  W-right  submitted  a  resolution .  in  rela- 
tion to-.-        -        -        n        -        -589 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  k  committee  ap- 
pointed -        -        -        -        -        -    610 

a  bill  for  the  protection  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed  --.-.-  107J 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  "-  '-  .  •  1343 
read  a  third  tim^  and  committed  to  a  Com- 

mitte  of  the  Whole        -        -        .       -  1347 
a  motion  to  take  it  up,  refused   ...  1567 
Appeals  from  District  Courts,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Blackledgo  a  committee   was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  requir- 
ing security,  &c,     -        -         -       * ,        -   664 
a  bill  in  gelation  to,  read  twic^  and  com- 
mitted^  1316 

Application  of  Moneys,  annual  report  uf  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  ton  the       -         .       .   607 
Apportionm«-ut>,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  respecting  the,  of  representatives      -   ^ 
■    a  bill  to  that  elTect  tvtcice,  read  and  com- 
mitted  .---•.-    338 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -   ^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  parsed     -         r       -    368 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments   40t 
amendments  disagreed  to,  and  managers  of 

conference- appointed  ...  -  413 
report  of  managers  that  the  conference  could 

not  agree 455 

the  Senate  adhere  to  their  ameadni^nts     -   ^^^ 
the  House  of  Representatives  receded        -    ^ 
Archer,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  sixth  resolution  of 

the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  -  -  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  tax  bill  .        -       -  1556 

Armories,  Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolution 

on  the  subject  of,  lefenod      .       -       •  1040 
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▲anoriet — eontintied.  Page, 

report  of  Ui6  c^ttmitUt .    -        •        •        -  1072 
leport  on  the  petition  to  eiiablifh  one  at 

JLouitville 12i2 

Arsittrong,  John,  a  bill  authoming  the  Seere- 
.tarj  of  the  Treaaurj  to  Baapeqd  the  pay- 
mei\t  of  certain  liHU  draw4i  by*  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  t^e  Whole  1964 
ordered  to  a  t)iird  reading.         -     i  -        .  1276 
read  a  third  timej  and  paaaed     •        •        .  1277 
Anny  of  the  United  States,  «.bill  making  farther 
proi^oa  k>T  the,  read  twice  and  eom- 
mitted  --.....  1319 

reported  with  ameadmenta,  and  ordered  te 

a  thifd  reading     ...       '.        .     *  .  iggs 
read  a  third  time        -        -        •      .-        -  1399 
recommitted  u>the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1329 
reported^  read  a  third  time,  and  paeMd       -  1834 
a  bill  of  the-  saae  title,  read  twice,  and  eom- 
aitted  .......  1346 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1377 

read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed  .  .  .1979 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1417 
lead,  and  committed  •.  ...  ^1419 
reported,  and  concurred  in  -  .  -  1428 
a  bin  from  the  Senate  respecting  the  pay  o£, 
read  twice,  and  referred  te  l^  Military  ^ 
Committee  .  >  .  ' .  .  .  .  1667 
Mported  without  amendment,  and  commit. 

ted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  .  1670 
reported,  read  a  thkd  time,  and  passed  -  1676 
a  biU  making  further  provision  lor  the,  read 

twice,  and  eommitted  ^  -  .  '  .  1671 
reported,  and  ordered  to'  a  third  reading  -  1677 
third  reading  negatived  -  ^  •  •  «*  1^81 
on  motion,  the  bill  was  recommitted  .  .  1682r 
reported  with  amendments,  read  three  times,  .  - 

aod  passed .1688 

injnnetlonefsecrecy  removed  iMm  the  bill  .  1819 
Army  Waiters^  on  metioB  of  Mr.  Stow,  the  Mil- 
itary Committee  were  insfnfetedtoiinquire 
ii^te.abuoeein*theemploytten%df  .       *-  1367 
•  Aartificers,  a  bill  to  organize  a  corps  e(  read  twice, 

and  ceoMnitted  .....  1232 
reported,' and  otdeied  te  a  third  readings  .  1238 
read  li  third  tiaie^  and  iMMeed  .  .  <>  1236 
Tetumcd  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

aad  rafetfed  to  the  Military  Committee  -  1317 
report,  and  amendments  concurred  in,  with 
amendments*        .      •.        .        .        •  1319 
ArU  and  Manufactm%  Mr*  Seybevt  submiCted  a 

joint  resetutian  on  Itia  salpject  of    -        t^  1084 
modified,  read  three  thnes,  and  passed'       .  1088 
returned  fyom  the  SettM  with  ap»endttefi«i, 
which  were  eeooarred  in        *        .        .  1216 
Assistent  Secretaries,  a  blH  to  add  to  the  Depart- 
ment ef  War,  two,  read  twice,  and  eoai. 
mitM  •       •        .     •  .•       •      ■  ^     .  4, 


1880 


B. 


BaooB,  Mr.,  remarks  of„  on  the  vetaateer  bill    -  769 

?77,?98 
leoMiks  o^ en  the  Treasury  rspoiteoMern. 
tngrevenne.        .....      846 

^an  the  MU  to  r^al  the  tenth  section  of  the 
bank  act        .....       -  1044 

an  the  bill  to  eontimie  salariee  -  '  .  .  1044 
ep  the  bUI  te  iMhoriae  a  loan  «  .  .  *  1089 
speech  o^  en  fba^  war  tores  1098;  1128 

12tbCov.  IstSsfs.— B 


B^con,  Mr.,  remarks  of-.-continued.  Page. 

remarks  of,. on  introducing  a  bill       .        -  1860 
on  the  bill  laying  a' direct  tax  -.  '     -        .  1667 
Bail  and  Affidavits.— (S^  J^ffidamta,) 
Baker,  John,  of  Yirgiiiia,  was  qualified,  a^  took 

his  seat 331 

Baldwin,  Aaron,.  Mr.  Quinsy  prssented  petition  of    840 
Baltimore,  Mr.  McKim  presented  a  petition  of 

sundry  inhabitants  6f;  referred        t     ,  •    348 
Bank  and  other  Notes,  a  bill  laying  duties  on, 

read  twice     .        ...        .        .  1666 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  bUl  ^>  repeal  the 
tenth  sectioii  of  the  act  to  incorporate,  read 
twice,  and  oommitted     -        -        .       •;  1018 
reported,  arid  ordered  to  1^  third  reading     .  1048 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •   '     •        .  1^00 
Blink  of  Washington,  a  bill,  to  autl^Hxe  an  in. 
trease  of  the  capital  oP  the,  i^ead  twice, 
and  t:ommitted       -        -        ....  1821 

Bankruptcy,'  Mr.  MitchiU  submitted  a  resolution 

concerning    *        4    '    .^       .       '.  ^      •    807 
not  agreed  to    .        .        .    '    .        ,.        .    608 
Barbaxy  Powers,  Mr.  Bacon  sulg:nitted  a  resola- , 

tion  respecting  the     *    •        •        -        .    8T2 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  protect 
commerce,  Sec*,  againit'  the,  read  twice, 
and  eommitted       .       -        . '      '       .    404 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  tfiifi  reading     .    682 
read  a  third  time,  and  paped     ...    686 
Barlow,  Joel,  correspdndence  of,  with 'the  Sao- 

reUry  of  State 1908 

cprrespondenco  c€,-  with  Mr.  Russell  -        .  1876 
Bassett,  Mr.,  remark^  o(  on  petition  of  Matthew 

Lyon    .        ...        .        .        ...    846 

remnrics  oi,  on  the  rales  and  orders    .        .    677 
speech  of,  on  the  Naval  EsUblishment    869,  981 
remarka  of,  on  the  proposed  re^»ss     r        -  1816 
Baton  4louge,  a  petition  for  a  board  of  land  bom- 

misiloners  at;  refbired  .  -      .   '     -    "  •  1231 
Beall,  Colonel  William  Dent,  a  bilf  ibr  tlie  relief 

of,  read  twice,  and  committed        -        .  1884 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     .  1480 
read  a  third  tiijse,  and  passed     .  .     ,.        •  1488 
Beaumarchais,'Mr.  Bassett  submitted  a  reselutSon 

't>n  the,  claim;  negatived        -'      .        -    810 
an  adverse  report  on  the- petition  of  ttie  heirs 
of,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wliole  1281 
Beaten,  Selah,  a  bill  for  tha  relief  of;  read  twice^ 

asdconMoiHad      -  .    -  ..       .  lOCTir 

'  reported  withatttameD4Bfent-    ...  1082 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  «.-       .        .        ^  1036 

.  read  a  third  tamer  and  pMssd     .  -1086 

Bibb,  Mr.,  remarks  ef,  on  a  reeohiiion  relating  to 

sekiersonlDdiao  lands..  -860,867 

remarks  0^  on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to 
raise  an  additional  mHitary  feiee    .        •    818 
4  en  reeeding  from  the  ameadmem  dieagiead 

te  by  tha  Senate    .....    704 

air  the  bill  relating  to  volanteess  '      .        .    798 
speech  of,  t>o  the  Navy  bill        .        .        •    977 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrigaes  •        .        •    982 
on  the  case  of  RoonsaveU  .         IS^  1271, 1178 
op  submitting  a  resolution  respecting  a  recess 

of  Congress  .        .   ■    -        .        •        -  1279 
on  a  resolution  to  call  up  the  iasM  fer  eoi»- 

sideration      .        .        -'      .        .        .  1814 
on  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  a 
reeess    .....        .1834,1840 

speech  of,  en  the  renewal  of  patent  rights  .  1489 
en  thf  TkeaMiij  aela  bill  •       •  \   -       .  1498 
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P«ge. 
Bibb,  Mr.,  remarks  olT,  on  tb?  repeal  of  tbe  non- 

importatioti  act      -  ,      -        ^        -        -  1543 
on  the  war  taxes      -  -  -     -        -        -        -  1M7 

BigeloW,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  tbe  bill  to-  impose 

additional  duties 1517 

Bioren,  John,  and  othbrs,  "Mr.  MiTnour  pr<isented 

tbe  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -        -    749 

Blickledge,  Mr.,  rematks  of,  cm  the  Navy  bfll     -    909 

speech  of,  on  the  same        -      '-"      -        -    921 

'    speech  on  tbe  importation  bill    -      ,  -        -  1302 

remarks  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  for,receM»  1339, 

1340 
remarks  o^  on  the  reli^  bf^Caraccfts  -        -  ISW 
Blagden,  George,  amd  others,  petition  of,  prat- 
ing payment  for  trork  done  .on-  tbe  Capi- 

tol       -        -   ^ 1161 

Bleecker,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  ibe  volnntecrs  bill,      767 
on  tbe  petitions  for  repeal  of  tbe  embargo  1380, 

1406 
on  the  bill  laying  additional  duties      -.       -  1522 
on  tbe  embargo  bUl    -        ^        -        -        -  1607 
BMgett's  Itotel,  a   communication    from  (he 

Postmaster  General  on  the  imbject  of      -     823 
a  bill  to  repair -and.fil  up,  for  the  General 
Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .        *        .        ^        .  1048 
reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1<)78 
rea4  a  tfiird  time,  »nd  passed      -        -        •  1086 
.Blouotf  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Senate.biU  to  es- 

tablnb  a  Qiiartermaster'a  Department    -    802 
information  of  tbe  death -of,  communicated, 
&C.       -        -        - ,      -        -        -        -  1036 
BooB^i  Daniel.  Mr.  Ormsby  pres^nte4  a  petkion 
of  the  LegLslature  or  Kentucky,  rem»ect- 
ing  a  grant  of  land  to    •        .•      .  •      '  -  1 146 
Borough,  Robert  8.^  and  Stepben^Hopkios,  an  ad- 
verse report -on  the  petition  of         -     ..  -  1233 
Bofton,  Mr.-  Qnincy  presented  a  petition  iirom , 
sOndry  merchants  of»  referred  to  the  Com*  ' 
mittee  of  Commerce  and  Manafacturas  -    343 
Mr.  Reed  also  presented  similar  petitipm, 
,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whol^  -  ^314 
Botanic  Gardoq,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  lease  the  ground 
west  of  the  Capitol  for  a*  read  twioe,  apd 
Aomoaitted     -        •        •  ,     .        .        -  1308 
Boondariea,  a  bill  ifom  the  Senate  to  antkopiaa 

.  the  President  to  establish  certain    «        -  1240 

nad  twioe,  and  oommitted  .        .        «  124^ 

reported  with  amendments,  andcoamittad-*  1278 

ofdered  to  a  third  reading  -     '  •        •        •  |4S8 

sead  a  third  time,  and  paissd^with  annad- 

.  menta    •        -  •      -   .    -        -       -      ,  i  1429 

'Boyd,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  Navy  bill    -        •    920 

on  Briliah  intrigues   *        •        -        •        -  1193 

f         speech  of^  on  the  bill  to  permit  importatvens,  1206 

f emarks  of,  on  tbe  Joint  leeolution  for  raosM,  1339 

'     an  the  Washington  Banks         -        •        •  1423 

en  the  embai^a^itl  ....  1587, 1591 

Brigadier  €}enerals,  a  bill  a«thorizing  tbe  Prest** 

dent  to  appoint,  read  .    •        •       ->        f  1601 
question  of  secrecy  thereon  negatived         •  16)il 
Britisb  Army  in  Ameriea,  Mr.  Stow  -preeentad 
tbe  petition  of  sundry  officers  of  the,  pray- 
ing oonfirmation  of  their  olaima  to  lanid, 
dtc  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims,    862 
Britiab  Intrignea,  a  Mosaga  iram  the  Prasidanl 

traaamltting  cartain  iplltriy  ihoiHng       •  1162 


BriUsh  Intrigues— continued.  Pafe. 

Message  and  correspondence  ordered  to  be 

prints  -        -     .    •        -        -        -       -  1194 
reforred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rck- 
tions,  with  power  to  send  for  persons,  &e.  1196 
Broughton,  William,  an  adverse  report  on  the 

pctjtibn  of,  conenrred  in         -       '.       -  123S 
Brownstown,  a  biii  firom  th<r  Senate  to  tutboriu 
tbe  surveying  and  making  iseftain  roads 
as  contemplated  by  tbe  I'reaty  of  -       -867 
read  twice,  and  committed  -        .       -   369 

reported  without  Amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      -        -        -        -       -    397 
laad  a' third  time,  and  pasaed     -  -     .       -437 
Bvoy  forts,  a  petition  of  Edward  Clark,  inventor 

of,  referred -  \Vi 

report  of  the  committee  t)iere<|n  *  --  ^  - 1316 
referred  to  the  Secretaries  af  War  and  Navy  1491 
ra|x>rt  of  aaid  officers  thareen    -        -       •1488 

ritioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papen  1491 
,  Benjamin,  election  of,  ^  Assistant  Door- 
keeper -        -        -.-        •■-       -331 
Bambam,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

.  and  committed  -     .    *    -  .      -        -       -   396 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  1^  third  reading  -        -        -        .       -   398 
read  a  thtid  time,  sjid  passed      •        .       «  437 
Harwell,  Mr.,  rematks  o^  on  Mr.  Rhea's  maCioB 

respecting  additional  duties  -  -  -  961 
on  fih  motion  to  amend  the  Senate  bHl  lor 

an  additional  military  force  -  •  -  ^ 
on  tbe  Voliinteers  bill  --  -  ...  -  796 
on-theNavy  bUl  -  -  -  .  •  93! 
-on  bis  motion  to  postpone  tbeftlmie  -  -  994 
on  the  proponad  rae^ss  <  •  .  .  •  1315 
on  non-importation    •        -        -  ■     .       -164* 


331 
494 


Calioun,  John  C,  of  ^utb  Carolina^  w 

ifled  and  took  his  seat    •        «        .       • 
speach-of,  on*  the  Senat^V  amandaMnts  ts 

>tha  apportionment  biU    •       -       -      - 
on  the  report  di  the  Committoa  of  f^oieifo 

Halations. *^ 

lemarks  of,  onr  amending  the'ifJantta  kill  to 

raiae  v$.  additianal  raiiitaiy  fiMoe    -      -  9l9 
an  reeading  from  objectionr  to  the  Setoals^ 
,  <amoBdinents«,      -        -        -       -      •  701 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  for  ansplofiAgthf 

Axmy    -      r       '       •       *       '     •,2i 
.    on  arminj  the  whole  body  of  militia  •      "  j^! 
an  the  ^lijsakm  of  lionunana    -       .UI4.1»» 
.     a  suteinant  mode  by,  in  ragaMl  to  aaeietpi*' 

,  ce<J<W  '  -  -  -  -  -l*^  S 
remarks  o(,  pa  the  importatioa  biM,  •  *  j^ 
.  oft  the  joint  resolution  foa.  n  rseam  •  '  |^ 
on  the  reealntio»  conoarning  Cmfiom  •  ^^ 
8|M0di  of;  on  the  repeal  of  the  ambaiga  •  J*? 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  -  -  "  '  tS 
Mr.  Randolph  is  called  to  order  by  - 1491»  14W 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  tbe  n*a^  g^ 
portationaci'        -  -i»tflw 

Camqr  Islands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the 
CommiMaa  of  ComifteKa  and  Mana^ 
turea  were  instructed  to  inquire  iaia  tbo 
expedmncy  of  ralieviiw  the  inhabitants  rf  ^^ 
the        -       -       "•       •       •       -      • 
report  of  said  canHnitloa  on  the  adject     •  i«^ 
aundry  papers  pfeasantad^  aliawmg  ^*^*^  ,^ 
.  «^  of  food  ii»lh%  vWkrad    •      •      •  i«^ 
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CuMiy  Islands — continaed.  Pftg/sl 

a  report  on  those  statements       •        •        -  1436 
another  report  on  the  subject      -        -        •  1438 
Caraccas,  Mrl  Macon  submitted  a  resolnti^n,  re- 
specting relief  to  the  people  of    «  -        -  1348 
resolution  agreed  to  -        -        -        •        -  1351 
(See  Venezuelop) 
Carr»  Francis,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  «eat  •  *  -  -  -  <-  1481 
Carriages,  a  bill  to  lay  duties  on,  read  twice  -  1556 
Castlereagh,  Lord,  correspondefice  of,  with  Mr. 

Russell-        -        -        -        - 1775, 1777.  ir79 
Canstts,  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  the  results  of 

the  receipt 346 

Certificates,  Credits,  &c.,a  bill  to  authorize  the 
p^ment  ot  certain,  read  twice,  and  .com- 
mitted  -  ,     -.       -        -        -        -        -  1297 
Chaoherie,  Lewisj  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,    *" 

Ac 134« 

Chaplains,  the  ^sua|  resolution  (or  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  -        -        -        -  ^      -        -    333 
Cherokee^,   Mr.  Pickens  pjresented  a  petitidQ 
complaining  of  mischiefs  occasioned  b  j  the 
settlement 'of  white  person^  on  the),  lands 
of  the,  referred  to  the  War  Department  -    349 
Cbciaiteake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  on 
m))tion  of  Mr.  Kent,  the  petitions  hereto- 
fore presented  by  the,  were  "referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Vnion  Canal      -      *  -    581 
CThasapeake,  frigate,  the  President  transmitted  an 
account  of  the '  arrangement  of  the  affair 
of  the,  with  Great  Briuin      -        -'       -    34<i 
ChcTes,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Tolunteer  bill      -    733 
speech  of,  on  the,  NaTal  Est^lishmeat   ^03,  010, 

019 
on  the  bill  to  permit  importations         1290,  1310 
on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  inaHtime 
frontier  w        .        .        -        -        -  1572 

Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  c(Hnmittee 

of  -        :        -        -        -        -        -    333 

Mr.  Gholson  submitted  a  resolution  that  said 
committee  be  instructed  to  report  on  all 
V  cases,  withput  regard  to  the  .sUtuta,  of 

limitation       -        -        -        -        •  '      -    584 
resolution  committed  to  the  Cemmittea  ^ 
the  Whole    -    '   -'       .       ,-        .        .    585 
(See  Ltmitation^y.  ^ 

Clark,  Dennis,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  petition 
of,  referred  to  the  Coo^mittee  on  Public 
Lands  -        -        -        -     ,  -        -        -007 
Clazton,  Thomas,  election  of  as  Doorkeeper     *    331 
Clay,  Henry,  election  and  address  of^as  Shaker 

of  the  House         -        -'       -        -'       -    830 
speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Sen- 
ate hill  for  additional  military  force  -    506 
remarks  ojf,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Claims  on  the  ytatute  of  limitation     -    806 

on  the  bill  td  raise  Tolunteers     •  '  ,    -      .  -    743 

speech  of,  on  the  Navy  bill         -        -        -    010 

,  remarks  of,  on  marriage  Ji'censas         -        -  l041 

on  the  Loan  bill 1088 

•pecich  of,  on  Ae  biH  to  admit  MissisBippi  -  1204 

remarks  ii,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Louisiana     1217, 

/  1225 

on  the  embargo  bill  -        -        -  1588,  1501 

Clifibrd,  Thomas,  and  John,  Aid  Charies  W^-    * 

man,  a  biH  for  tha  relief  a^  rted  twice, 

and  comaittad      -.»•..    $43, 


Page. 

.  Clifford,  £ben€aer,  petition  of,  referred  to  a'se-. 

lect  committee       -        -        -        -        -  1438 
report  of  said  commiitee   -        -        -        -  1487 
concurred  in     -        -        "     '  "     (  '        "  ^^^^ 
Clop^n,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  ^  and 

took  his  seat  - .      •      ,  *        -        ?        "   ,348 
Cochran,  James,  of.  North  Carqlina,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  hie  seat    -.       -        -'      -    427 
CogswcU,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Widgery  presented  a 

petition  of,  teferred  to  Secretary  of  State    1071 
Coleman,  Jonathan,  an  impressed  seamen,  a  pe- 
tition of,  'refem4  \o  the  Secretary  of  State  1086 
another  petition  of,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee   1278 

Cdllaction  of  Duties,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 
to  regulate  the,  read  twice,  an4  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -      ,  -  1430 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -      «  *  1431 
Collectors  of  Customs,  a  bill  for  relief  of  certain,  - 

read  twice,  and  committed     -        -^       •    690 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  * 
and  the  bill  recommitted  to  the  Comitiit-   ^ 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means         ...    oig 
an  additional  report  in  the  case,  referred  to 

the  same        ..'....    66ft 
an  unfavorable  teport  of  said  con^mittee  <»n> 

curr^d  in 1430 

Commerce  and  Manuftctnrer,  appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  of      -      '  -        •    338 
.Commercial  Laws,  so  much  of  the  Message' ae 
relates  -to  invasions  aiid  infiractioni  o^  re- 
ferred to  ilM  above  commfttee      ^   -        -    836 
Commisaioner  of  the  R(^ventie,'a  b^  to  estab- 
lish ^e  ofike  6f,  rjsad  twice   -        -        -1666 
Congress,  ^  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution 

ftnr  the  adjournment  of,  on  the  25th  June,  1611 
another,  to  adjourn  to  0  A.  M.,  during  the 

remainder  of  the  session         -'       •        •1511 
the  latter  resoUitkm  agreed  to    -     '  -        -  1614 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Turner,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of    -        .        -        -        -        -  1616 

the  committee  discha^ed  .        •        -        .  1536 
a  joint  resolution  from,  the  Senate  reepeol- 
.     .   ing  the  adjoonunent  of  •     '  -        -        -  1532 
agreed  to^  and  a  joint  committee  appointed  1536 
r^art  of  said  eommittee,  read  tvvice,  and 
agreed  to   ■  .-        -        -        -        -        -  1571 

a  bill  i^  Az  the  time  for  the  next  meetiDg  d; 
•read  three  tinesT  ^ad  passed  -        -        -  1571 
Oonaecticat,  a  bill  to  sJter  tha^time  for>holding 

the  dialrica  oonrU  in,  read  twice,  &c.    -  ipf7 
Constitution,  Mr.  McKim  submitted  a  resolation 

to  amend  tha,  ordered  to  b^  printed        -  1817 
Consals  and  Vita  CoimuIs,  an  motion  of  Mr. 
Pitkin  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
'  quire  eonceming    -        ^        -      *  •        7    740 

a  resolution  was  adopted  in  relation  to  •     •  1480 
ConiesUsd  JBlections,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fin^ley 
the   Comnlittee  of   Elections  were    in- 
structed tO' prepare  a  bill  to  rogufate  pro- 
ceedings in  case  of         ....    36S 

Contingent  Expenses,  the  President  5f  the  Uni- 
ted States  transmitted  an  account  of  the     704 
Corporal  Punishment,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted 
■*  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  r^      -        ^    868 

Conrts  of  Admfralty,  (Oraat  Britain,;  decree  of 

Sir  William  Scott  in      •       •       -       -  174t 
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Craig^  Sir  Jsmei,  letter  from,  to  the  Earl  of  Lit* 

erpool    -        -        -        .        -" 
Creaae,  Anthony,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twtce> 
and  comihhted       ... 
Hdrd  reading  refused 
Creeks,  Mr.  Rhea  submi^ed  sundry  papers  re- 
lating to  a  robbfiT  committed  by  the 
OreiaoB, 'John  H.,  and  Josepl),  Mr.  Seybert  pre* 

aented  a  petition  of,  referred  - 
Cumberland  Road,  report  from  the  Treaaary  on 

the,  referred  -        -        -        -        -        •  1019 

report  of  thei^  committed  thereon         •        -  1320 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  in  relation  to  th^    -  1830 

read  twipe,  and  committed         .        ^        .  1389 

reported  without  amendment,  and^  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  ..... 

nad  a  third  time,  and  passed     ^        .        « 

.  Message,  and  sundry  documents  relating  to 

the        ... 

Clitt%  Richard,  of  Massachus^tta,  was  quajiled, 

and  took  his  seat 1483 

Cypress  Swamps,  a  petition  of  thd  "DeUgates  of 
Orleana  Tendtory  in  relation  to  the,  re- 
ferred to  thte  Contmitteeon  Public' Landk  1816 

Dale^  Richird,  a  hfSl  ibr  relief  o(  repd-  twice,  and 

committed     -        .     ,  .        •        .        .  1437 
DardiDy  Amy,  nport  on  the  petition  of,  referred- 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whol0     -        -  1297 
•greed  to-.-        -        -^^        ...  1488 
a  bill  for  rd&ef  of,  read  twice,  &c       -        -  1489 
DMraon,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  apportionment 

hill        -    .    -        -        -        ^        -        i   MS 
■peech  of,  on  the  report  of.the  Committee  of 

Foreign  Relations  -'  .     -        -        -        .    496 
famarks  of,  introducing  «  resolution  respect^ 

ing  the. calamity. at  Ridimond  .       -        •    688 
on  the  bill  ibr  the  relief  of  infinn  and  di*-. 

ahled  officers,.  &c.  r        - ,      -        -    694 

speech  of,  on  the  passage  of  aaid  bill     '     •  1086 
on  the  bill  to  admit  Louisiana   -        -        .  1217 
Day  si  Poblie  Humiliation,  to.,  a  joint  readlu- 

tion  from  the  Senate  concerning  a  -        -  1667 
Mad  twicf ,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  1668 
sead  a  third  time,  and  paased ;  and  epmmit^ 
tee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Preaident    -  1668 
Debenture  fionds,  the  Committee  of  W«ys  and 
Mean*  were  instmeted  to  inquire  oon*. 
eeming         -y      -        -        -       •-        .  I8«7 
Babentures,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issu^  of  in  ter- 

tdn  cases,  r«ad  twicA,  dbc.    ...    396 
De^cation  of  Public  Officers,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  ^  and  Means  were  directed  to  in* 
qnire  concerning  the     ....    940 

Deferred  Stocks,  a  bill  authorizing  suhscriptions, 

Ac,  r«ad  twice,  ancH  cbmmiltcd      -    .    -  1663 
reported  without  am'endme;it,  ahd  ordered 

to  a  thhd  reading  -        .        .  >      .        .  1680 
read  a  third  time,  and  jpassed     -        ^  .      -  1681 
Denmark^  psf^n  relating  to  our  a^rs  with     -  1^0 
Department  of  Wfir,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  sop- 
plementary  to  the  act  to  ^tablish  a,  read 
twice,  and  committed     .,        ^        .        .  1347' 
reported  with  amendntenta        •        -        -  1864 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .     .  •        .  ]366 
lead  a  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amen^d  -  1867 1 


.    Pig«. 
Departure  of  ships,  '60c,  a  bill  to  authorize,  in  ^ 
certain  cases  the,  twice  read,  and  commit- 
ted     -  "     mi 

reported  without  ttnendment,  tead  a  third 
time  and  passed     .        I        .       i>      .  IIS) 
Detachment  of  militia,  a  bill  authorizing  a,  read 

twice,  and  committed  -  -  '  -  •  lOtt 
repoHed,  and  ordered  to  a  Uurd  reading  -  1034 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  1035 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  am^ndmteti  lt5S 
cohcuned  in,  with  an  amendment  -  -  ISfiS 
a  bill  from  the  Senato  slipplementary  to  the 

above    -        -        -        -        .       .       .  1618 
read  twice,  and  tommitted         ...  1(44 
indefinitely  postponed        •        -       -       •  1567 
Detroit,  a  bill  to  authorize  grakits,  dec,  in  die  dis- 
trict of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -       •  1219 
^    reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     •  1)46 
read  a*  third  time,  apd  passed     .        .       -  1247 
returned  friim'the  Senate^  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in  -         -        .        .       •  iWt 
ihe  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  present- 
ment of  the  grand  jufy  of,  comfJaining  of 
Judge  Woodward  -        -        -        •       - 1178 

Dickey,  John,  report  en  the  |ietition  of     -      - 1^ 
a  letter  from  the  Navy  Department,  on  the 
subject  of  bis  petition    ^-        .        .       -  1576 
Dillon^  John,  Mr.  Key  presented  the  petition  o( 

referred         -        -        -        -        .       .   86J 
Direct  Tax,  Mr.  Ridgely  submitted  a  resohitioa 

reepecting  the 1*51 

a  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a,  rea^.  twice  -       -  1^ 
a  bill  for  aiisessment  and  coOection  0^  A^ 
read  twice     -        -        *        -        .       -  1655 
Distillers,  a  bill  lading  duties  on,  read  twioe  -  1555 
District  Courts,  a  btll  relating  to  ilemoTal  of  caos- 

es  from;  dtc,  read  twice,  and  committed  H^ 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  H^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  '  ^^^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment*  121^ 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  •  1*^0 
the  Senate  recede*  -  .  '  -  '  .  -  1J3I 
returned  by  the  President  with  objeetioBS, 
and  bai  lost  -  ^  -  -  -  •  1^7 
District  Cotirt,"  a  bill  to  establish  a  new,  in  New 

York,  read  twice,  and  committed    -       -  1^® 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  aame  effect    -  I^ 
read  twice,  and  committed         -        -      •  'JJ 
reported",  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •  1^ 
District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  the     .        -        •      - 
a  petition  of  the  Lcyy  Court  of  the,  rrfSw- 
red  to  the  above  committee    -       -       ' 
(See  Levif  Court.) 
a  bill  td  amend  the  laws  ef  the,  read  twice^ 
and  dommittcd       -        -        -        •      - 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third     ^ 
fading  ■      .       .       .  •     -       .      .1«» 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -      -  ^*t: 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1534 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  respecting  the  militia 

of  the    ..       -        .        ;T-        -       -^^ 
read  twice,  and  committed^        -        -       -JJ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -       •*  W* 
District  of  Louisiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morrov 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed t9  inuuire  concerning  claims  to 
land  in  the    -       -       -       -       -       -  ^^ 
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Difltrict  of  8u  Loaif,  tho  Speaker  laid  befbre  the 
4       House  a  presentment  of  the  grand  jary  of^ 

respecting  the  residence  of  judges  -        -  1360 
PiTorcea,  report  on  the  subject  of/^-eferred  to  ^e 

Committea  of  the  Whole        -        .        -  1116 
Dixon,  John,  rep<)rt  OB  the  petition  of       *.       -  1146 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice^  committed       1489 
Downments,  dtc,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Khea^  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  author- 
ise the  franking  of         -        -        -  '     -    83^ 
a  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading         '-        -        -       ,-        .    834 
Double  Duties,  Mjr.  Roberts  submitted  f.  resolu- 
tion concerning,  referred         -        -        -  13^33 
Drawback  of  Duties,  an  adverse  report  on  a  peti- 
tion for  -        - 1Q43 

a  bill  to  extend  the  time  fot  exporting,  with 

privilege  o^  read  twice,  dbc.  .        -        •  1436 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1439 
Dna^e's  Handbook,  the  Speaker  laid  before  tke 
House  a  letter  from  the  author  transmit- 
ting, for  the  use  of  Congresp,  teferred  to    ' 
the  Militaiy  Committ^  -        -        *        -  1586 
report  of  said  Qommittee    -        •        -        -1571 
Dmamer,  George,  db  Co.,  and  others,  Mr^Bleeck- 

er  presented  the  petition  of.  referred    ^  •    M4 
Dann.  Thomas,  re-election  oft  as  Sergeaat-at- 

Arms    -        .        .  ,     .        -        -        .331 
Dwight,  Woolsej,  ^  Go.,and  others,  Mr.  Pitkin 

presented  a  petition  of  -        -        •        -    394 

Bail  of  LiTerpoi^,  l^t«  from,  to  Mr.  S^imU     -  1761 
Eaatem  Shore  of  Virginia,  Mr.  BaoeeU  submit 

ted  a  resolution  re^iecting  M»nca  of  iba  1616 
resolution  withdrawn        -        -        -        -  1561 
Bait  Tennessee,  a  commit^e  wa^  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  time  for  holding  the  United  SlalAs 
Courts  in      -        -        •        -        -        -  1035 
a  bill  to  alter  the  time,  ^.,  twice  lead^  and 

oidefed  to  a  third  reading       *        -        •  1071 
read  a  third  time,  and  pfMsed    ....  1077 
relumed  from  the  Senate  with  amendmtBln 
and  ooncur^*in   i.  *     -  -    -  ,     -        -  1168 
lUectiens,  appointmeBt  of  the  committee  of       -    33S 
a  petition  from  the  inhabitanta  of  Indiana 
Territory,  praying  that  United  Sutei^  offi- 
can.  may  be  prohibited  from  interforing 
in,  reforred    -        -  ,     -        -        -        -    455 
CKet,  Andrew,  Mr.  Quincy  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      ----..    344 
Sliia  Ann.    (See  Hubbell,  EzekuU) 
Bnbargo,  sundry- petitions,  praying«repeal  oCthe  1328, 

1379,  1417,  14S1 
indefinitely  postponed        -  ^    -      ,  •        -  1329 
a  bill  to  repeal  the,  and  exportation  acts,      • 
read  twice     -        .        *        -        -        -.1370 
.  a  bUl  (secret  session)  to  lay  an,  for  a  linuted 

time,  read  twice,  dee.  .  .  .  •  1587 
reported  without  amendment  -  ,.  -  •  1595 
read  a  third  time,  a^d  paaaed  -  ^  -  -  1598 
returned  Am  the    Senate,  with    unaBd- 

menu   -       - 1601 

0  aiaendments  concurred  in  «<  -  -  -  1614 
bill  signed  by  the  Speaker  -  -  -  <  •  1615 
signed  by  the  President  of  the  United  SCitea  1616 
injunction  of  secrecy  thereon  removed       •  1617 


Ptge. 

Bmott,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Yirginia  contested 

election  -        -        -        .        -        .    387 

Employment  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Randolph  submit- 
ted a  resolution  for  the  -  .     -       -       -    719 
iTngineers,  a  bill  from  (he  Senate  making  further 

provision  for  the  corps  of  -        •    40t 

read  twice,  and  committed^  403 

Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and  bill 

referred  to  a  select  committee   <      -        -    795 
reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  1036 
reported  without  further  amendment  -        -  .1318 
recommitted  t6  the  Cqmi!Qitte<f  of  the  Whole  ISSO 
repotted,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as 
amended        .....'.  1333 

Eutry  of  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  admit 

the,  on  certain  conditions       -        r    ,  ,-  1414 
read  twice,  atid  committed        .  -        •        •  1429 
read  a  third  tin^,  and  passed     -      '  •        -  1574 
I^C  Canal,  Mr.  Porter  presented  a  petition  in 

relation  to  the  {  referred         ...    669 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  respect- 
ing the ;  referred  ^        •         -        -        •  1013 
Erring,  O.  W.,  correspondence  of,  ¥rith  the  Sec- 
retary of  SUte        -        .  1980,  1990, 3011 
correspondence   of,  with   Mr.  pe   Rosen- 
krantz  .-*'.--.  l98«,  1987 
Estimates,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, containing  hia       -        •        - '      -    595 
Evansy  Oliver,  Mr.  Seybert  presented  the  petition 

of;  referred   -        -        -        -        -        -  IttO 

Evasions -of  the  non-importation  act,  the  Treas- 
ury report  concerning    -        -        .      > .  3101* 
Expenditure  of  Moneys,  Mr.  Randolph  aubmitp 

ted  a  feeplution  on  the  «'     -       -       •    345 
Exportation,  a  bill  to  prevent,  under  foreign  per- 
mits or  licenses,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted .     .640 

a  bill  to  prohibit,  of  specie,  d^c,  read  twice, 

and  committed  -  -  •  -  -  1617 
reported  with  amendments  -  ,  -  -  1630 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ~  •  •  -  1633 
.  tead  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1633 
reiurned  fi^m  the  Senate  with  amendinents, 
'  and  concurred  in  -  -  -  -  •  1634 
\  signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  approved  by  the 

Prendent       -        -        ...        -  16U 
Exnorts,  statement  qU  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 

ment 92i),  1116 

Mr.  Mitchin  ol&red  a  resdlntion  on  the  sub- 
ject pf  .  •      . 1301 

table  oi  in  the  trade  with  Prance      -       -  1963 

F. 
Fellows,  Stephen,  petition  o^  refonred  to  the  Coa- 

mittee  of  Claims    -        -       -       -       -1068 
Fiftances,  aiinhal  report  of  the  Treasury  on  the, 
refeired  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  -        -        -        -        •**-        •    366 
exhibitof  the,  from  the  Treasury  Department  3046 
Findley,  Mr.,  remfrks  o^  ona  motion  to  refer  the 

Message  .      .        -        -        -        ...    337 
speech  ef^  on  amending  the  SeiMte  bitt  to 

raise  an  additional  nulitaiy  force    -        -    613 
on  the  .volunteer  bUl  -        -        -        •        -    771 

on  the  militia  bill 1037 

remajrks  of,  on  the  was  taxes     -       -*      -1134 
Fiia  at  Richmond,  Mr.  Dawson  submitted  a  ras- 

olnlion  respecting  the  calamiton*   -        -    58i 
viianimoQsIy  adopted        -     *  -  ►    •       •    589 


Digitized  by 


Google 


xua 


rpn)Ex. 


XJJT 


Bbttie  ProceedingB  and  DdHXi». 


Hilt  Dutrict,  i  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  the 
time  for  holding  the  Cifcuit  Courts  in  the, 
read  twice'   - '       -        -        -        -        -  11116 
read  a  third  time,  .and- passed     -        -        -  1226 
TIA,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment 

to  the  apportionment  biH  •  -  -  408 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  for 

employing  the  Al-m J  -  '-  -  -  728 
en  the  bill  to  accept  Tplunteers  -  -  742,  797 
■peecb^of,  bn  th%  Navjrbill  -  -  -  968 
lemarks  of,  >on  |he  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Foreign  Relations  -  -  -  -  1098 
on  the  second  resblation  submitted  bj  said 

committee      -        -  .      -        -        -•  .     ^  1109 
on  British  intrigues   -        -        -        -11^7,1195 
FIing»  Lemuel,  letter  from,  respecting  the  impress- 
ment of  bit  son ;  referred        -        -  '     -  1297 
Florida,  on  Amotion  of 'Mr.  Johnson,  a  committee 

was  appointed  to  inquire  concerning.  West  1159 
'on  motion  of  Mr.  Cheves,,a  resolution  was 
passed' relating  to  grants  by.tfie  British 
Government  in      -        -        -        -        -  1208. 
petition  of  the  people  of  West,  to  be  annexed 

to  .Louisiana,  referred     -^      -        -,      -  I2l9 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexier,  i  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  anndling  a  part  of,  to. Mississippi 
Tfifritory       -        -        -        -        *        -  1347 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading^  -        -        -        -     .  -  1367 
lead  a  thhrd  time       -        j.        .    '   ,        .  1376 
third  reading  resumed,  and  bill  passed        •  1379 
leturned  from  the  Senate  with  amendratots  1417 
eoncurred  in     -        -       -        .        .        .  1419 
OB  motion  of  Mr.  T^up,  (secret  session,)  the 
committee  on  the  President's  confidential 
MeMage  wer6  ins^ucted,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  Uke  possession  of  Eabt  and  West  1683 
a  bill  tq  that  eflecl,  read     •        -        -        -1663 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        •  '      -  1684 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -     .  -        -  1685 
rejected  by  the  Senate        -        -        -        -  1^602 
Mr.  Ridgely  submitted  a  resolution  to  call 

for  information  concerning     -        -        -  1^5 
•greed  to,  and  a  con^ittee  appointed  to  wait 
.    on  the  President    .-...*  1686 
a  Message  from  the  President,  with  docur  • 
men  ts  ii^  reply        -        -        -        -        -  1687 
Foioign  Relations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smflie^  ao 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  our,  wae 
referred  to  a  select  committee  ...    386 
report  of  said  eommittee    -*      -        .        -^   878- 
fint  resolution  in  said  report,  fot  filling  the 

nnks  of  the  Army,  carried  -  •  -  417 
Moond  resolution,  for  raising  regokn,  carried  418 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth,  for  Vohinteers,>militia, 

and  navy,  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  418 
•ixth  resolnlion^  for  permitting  merehant- 

men  to  arm,  dec,  agreed  to  •  '  -  -  419 
the  House  concurred  in  the  first,  second,  and 

third  reM>lutione  -  -  -  419, 645,  646 
the  President  tranftmitted  papers  respecting 

onr;  referred  to  the  Committee  of  -        -  1438 
report  of  the  Committee  of,  on  ouv  relationa 
iiith  Groat  Britain-        -        -        -        -  1M6 
Foreifn  Intercoarae,  btU  in  rolMion  to,  load^twioe, 

-and committed       -        r        •        •    ^«.    649 


Forfeited  Recognizances,  a  bili  aulhoriang  remis- 
sion of,  in' the  District  of  Columbia,  read 
twice     -        .        -        .        ...  1483 

read  a  third  time,  and  ^passed     ...  1486 
Forrest,  James,  petition  pf,  referred  i^  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  ^    38t 
Foster,  Augustus  J.,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

Secretaryof  Sute  -        -,       -        -1781,1861 
Fowler,  Sarah,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  peti- 
tion of;  referred     *        -        -        -        -    618 

Frahoe,  a  Message  potoi  the  President,  transmitp 

ting  letters  froin  the  Minister  of      •        -   382 
correspondence  on  our  relations  with  -        -  1933 
Frankfirt,  Meshack,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat   -       '-      .  -        -    331 
Frazier,  Sdlomon,  report  on  the  petition  of       •  1375 
French  Spoliations,  Mr.  Pitkin  presented  a  state- 
ment concesning    .....  1834 

Mr.  Wheaton  presented  sundry  docultaents 
concerning,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  -        *        -        -        -  1311 
Friends,  Mr.  Little  presented  the  memorial  of  the 

Yearly  Meeting  of  the ;  referred     -        -    383 
Prom^tin,  Etlgins,  admitted  within  the  Hall,  as 
one  of  the  Delegates  from  the  Territory  of 
Orleans  -        -        -       '  -        .        .  Iti8 

Fulton,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  ISenate,  ox  tending 

the  time  of  patent  rights  to     -        -        -    596 
re&d  twice,  ,and  committed  •        •        .  '      .    639 
G. 
Gamble,  William,  a  petition  o(  referred  to  the 

Secretary  of  War  -        -        -        .        .  1437 
(Garrard,  William,  the  committee  ordered  to  re- 
port a  bill  in  the  case  of  •        -        •       .1349 
a  bill  ^  the  ttlMefof  read  twice  -        -        -  Ul4 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     '-'^        >     '.1437 
^read  a- third  timtf,  and  passed      ...  1439 
General  Land  OGuse,  a  Mil  from  the  Senate  to 

ealablish  a      -        -        -        -        .     '  .  1106 

read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

PnbHcLanda     -  -       -        .        .       -  1113 
reported  with  amendments,  and  coramittbd  -  ,1340 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended       -  1337 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •  -      -  1339 
General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Ofl$be,  the  Post- 
master General  was  directed  to  laj  before 
the  House  an  estimate  of  the  expensee  ef 
-repairing,  dfcc        -        -       *-        .       ,   430 
Creorgetown  Lancaster  School,  a  bill  to  inooipo- 
rate,  the  trustees  of  the,  read  twioe,  and 
committed     ...        .        .        .       •   692 

reported  with  am^ments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading '     »        .    .    •        .       -  1677 
read  a  third  time,'  and  passed     -  ^    -       •  1683 
Georgia,  a  reeolution  of  the  Legislature  o(  reti- 
ring the  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
•        on  the  snbject  of  titles   -        -        -       -  10^ 

*  another,  approving  the  measures  of  CSoren- 

nient -  IW* 

Gholaon,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  tras  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat  -        -        -        -        -'.848 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  4e 

apportionment  bill  -        -F     .       .410 

remarks  of,  on  the  statute  of  limitation  -  ^ 
on  the  bill  to  raiso  volunteers  -  -  765, 7<i 
on  the  war  taxes       ....       -  llH 

on  British  intrigues 1^^ 

cm  the  bill  to  a&ut  Loiiiaiana   -       •       •  1^ 
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Qhokon,  Mr.,  remarks  of-^eontlnued.  Page, 

on  Ibe  rase  of  Bonneavell    ,      .        .        .  id69 
on  the  District  l^anks         -  '      -  1499,  U23 

Giles,  Mr.,  (of  the  Senate,)  speech  of,  pn  the  bill 

for  raising  Yojunteers,    •        ....        .  IQ93 
Glebe  Lands,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  le- 

specting  the,  of  Fairfax,  referred    -    .    ^  1072 

Goid,  Mr.9  remarks  of;  on  the  Rales  and  Orders      670 

on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers     -        -  ,      -    796 

speech  of,  ^n  the  Navy  bill     .    -        -        .    983 

remarks  of,  en  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  District  court  bill  ....  \229 
in  the  case  o(  Ronnsavell  .....  1268 
■peech  of,  on  a  bill  returned  with  ol^jections 

by  the  President  -  -  -  .  •  1275 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  Treaa- 

uyy  notes 1601 

on  the  embargo  bill   .        -        .        .        .  16O6 
Goldsborongh,  Charles,  of  MaiyUnd,  was  quali-^  • 

fied,  and  took  iDls  seat  ....  372 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senato  bill  respecting  the 

Corps  of  Engineers  >  .  .  .  ^219 
speech  of,  on  an  appe^  from  the  decision 

of  the  Speaker  -  .  .•  .  .  1463 
remarks  of;  on  the.  repeal  of  the  non-impoi^ 

tation  acts .  1642 

Good  Friday,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  (he  House 

adjourned  for  the  day     -        .        .        .  1260 
Gore,  Lieutenant  Coventor,  letter  from,  to  8ir 

James  Craig  -        -        •        .        i   ^    ,  1863 
Government,  a  bill  for  the  support  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed  •  .  .  ,  .  '975 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1011 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  *  -  .  -  lOi.2 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1082 
eommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  ...--*  .  i083 
reported,  and  amendments  concurred  in  ^  -  1085 
a  bill  making  additional  appropriations  fi>r ' 

support  o^  read  twice,  Ac  .  '  .  -  1316 
ordered  to  a>  third  reading  .  -  .  .1340 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -■  >,  ,.  134T 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1417 
amendments  read,  and  committed  -  ^  .  'l¥19 
reported,  and  concurred  in  -  ...  1428 
Gray,  Edwin,  of  Virgipia,  was  qualified,  and  took 

luB  seat  •        .        .  '      .  •     .        .    303 

Great  Britain,  a  Message  from   the   President, 

transmittiog  papers  concerning,  796,  800, 1210, 
1482,  I486,  1487«  H92,  1493,  1616 
Great  Water  Creek,  Mr.  Rhea  ofiered  a  resolu. 

tion  on  the  subject  of,  read,  and  referred,  1001 
Gieely,  Aaron,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  read.tvrice,  and 

committed 1246 

reportetl  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -     .   .        .        «        •  1319 
reed  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        «  1821 
Grimee^  J.  8.,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Speaker,  stat- 
ing that  he  had  directed  a  nun^ber  of  tea 
plants  to  be  sent,  for  the  use  of  raemben,  1437 
Grondy,  Mr.,  remarks  ol^  on  a  se^lutidn  relating 

to  Indian  lands 360 

on  the  resolution  to  lay  additioUal  duties, 

&€• 861 

speech  of;  on  the  seoond  resolutipn  of  the 

Committee  of  Fofeign  Relations    -        •    422 
remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Senate  bil),  to 
raise  an  additional  military  force     •        *    612 
'  on  receding  from  amendments  diMgreed  to 

by  thd  SenAte 704 


Grundy,  Mr.,  remarks  of— ^continued.  Page^ 

on  the  bill  ^  raise  volunteers  -  .  730,  773 
speeth  of,  on  the  war  texes  -  -  -1136 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  relating  to  Ten- 

ntesee  lands  -  .•  .  .  •  .  1I69 
on  a  motion  to  en^power  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  to  send  for  persons, 
&c.  -.-.-.  .  1194 
in  the  case  of  Ronnsavell  ....  1268 
on  the  joint  resoldtion  hr  a  recess  -  -  183a 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  authorizing  Aa- 

slsUnt  SeereUries  of  War  .    -        -        -  136« 
on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo    ...  1407 
remarks  of,  on  the  rosolutiun  to  recall  ab- 
sentees   1424 

on.  the  bill  to  lay  au'embaXgo  fi>r  a  limited 
time      -        ...        ...  l58ir 

H. 
Hall,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volun- 
teers    -        .        .        -        .      '.        .    799 
remarks  o^  on  the  bDl  for  protection  of  the 
maritime  frontier  "-        •        -        .        •  1080 
Harper,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  Assistant 

Secretaries  of  War  ....  13^ 

Harrison,  ,labez,  Mr.  Mitchill  presented  a  petition 

of,  referred 476 

Harrison,  Governor  Wm.  H.,  Mr.  Bassett  pre- 
eented  a  letter-^m,  reiernd  to  the  Seo- 

'  retary  of  State 1329 

Harrison  aad  Lewik,  Mr.  Emou  preeented  a  pe- 
tition of,-rel^rred    -        •        1        .        •    418 
Havre  de  Graoey  on  motion  of  Mr.  Archtr  tbe 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures was  instructed  to.  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  Jhe  district  of  -    404 
Qaxen,  Moses,  a  repoH  from  the  Treasury  and 
War  Departments  on  the  claims  of  the 
Il6in  of,  and  others        .        .        .        -1199 
Head,  ioeeph,  a  petition  of,  referr^  •       -        -  1327 
Hempen  Goods,  Mr.  Qondit  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting      c        .        .        .        .    349 

Hetaley,  David,  a  bill  for  tl«e  relief  ot,  read  twioe, 

and  committed       -      .  .        .        -    ,    -  1669 
a  third  readiiig  refused      ....  1662 

Henry,  John,  report  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations  on  the  disclosures  of  .      -  1220 
Hewettf  Thomas,  protest  of,  against  a  French 

.squadron       ......  1297 

referred  to  the  Secretary  t>fSute        -        .1318 
Hill,  Joseph,  a  letter  from»  endorsing  surveys, 

&c,  ordered  to>be  deposited  in  the  library  1414 
Hodgson,  Rebecca,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  peti- 

tion  of,  referred      -        .        -        .        .    869 
Hoffman,  Petcr^  jun.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     -        -        ...  1846 
rejected  on  third  reading'  -        ...        .  1420 

Heme  Department,  report  on  the  subject  of  a    -  2170 
House,  of  Representatives,  members  present  at 

the  ineeting  of  the         •        .      ' .        .    829 
adjournment  of  the,  on  account  of  the  indis- 

•positien  of  the  Speaker  -      '  -        -        •  1483 
usual  proceedings  preparatory  to  the  ad- 
journment of  the 1688 

Hubbell,  Ezekiel,  i^bill  to  empower  the  Secrete- 
jj  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on  the  peti- 
tion 6ft  read  twice,  and  committed  -      '  -    689 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -«-...    89i 
read  a  third  time,  imd  passed     ...    69S 
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Hol>bfe,  Exekiel— eontinae'd.  Page, 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  referred  -      ,  -     .  -       .-        -        -    928 
reported,  and  concurred^  in         .    -    .     '   .    933 
Attbbel),  William,  a  bill  Cor  relief  o^  read  twice, 

.  and  compftt^d 1235 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      -        -        •      ,  -        -  1241 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1446 
Hnngerftfd,  John    P*;    (sitting-  member,)    the 
House  decid^  ihat,  is  D6t  entitled  io  his 
seat       -        -        -     .  •        -.       -        -    896 

I. 

nUntis  Territory*  a  commitbe  to  iiiquire  into  * 
the  jexpediency  of  extending  the  right  of 
suffrage  in      -        -        -        -        -        -  1278 

a  bill  to  that  efiect,  read  tWice,  and  commit- 
ted        -':     -        -        -        -        -    ^-  1321 

petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  in  relation 
to  the  object  of  the  biH  -        -  .'    -        -  1326 

byi  reported  without   amendment,  read  a' 

'     third  timoi  and  papfTed    -        -        ^  .      .  134!^ 

returned  firoin  the  Senate  with,  an  amend- 
ment    -        -        -        -        -        -      --  1429 

concurred  in      -        •        *.."'*        *  ^*?1 
Importation,  a  bill  td  authorise, under  certain- cir- 
cumstances, read  twice,  atad  committed  -    692 

Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  petitioQ  on  the  sub- 
ject of,  of  British  goodf,  ireferred    •        -  1242 

a  biU  te  suspend  the  seTeral  acts  prohibitr 
ing,  read  twice,  dtc.        -        -        -        -  l«ll 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  Committee 
,of  Commerce  and.  Manufactures  wer^  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  exp^ency  of 
pxohibiting,  during  the  war  -  -  .  151*4 
Biiports  and  Exports,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkia* 
the  Sccretaly  of  the  Treasury  ^^vasJirect- 
ed  to  lay  bMore  the  House  a  stattaient  of 
the  amount  in  yalue  €kf  -      ■  -    .    -        -    570 

a  report  from  the  Secrejkary  in  ob^eace 
thereto  i        -        -        -        -        -        -  1018 

Iknports  and  Tonnage,  the  Committee  of  Com-' 
merce  and  Manufacitures  were  instructed 
to  inquire  hito  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  acts  for  the  colleotion  of  duti^  ota,  1495 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  regulating  the 
collection  of  duties  on,read    -*        -" '     -  1513 
Imprestted  Seamen,  Mr.  Little  submitted  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of  -        -        -        -     370 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  Presidept    -        -        -        -        -    373 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  reply    794 

Mr.  Stow  submitted  a  resoliition  respecting 
the  allowance  of  bounty  in  certain  cases, 
referrcfd  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -    582 

Mr.  Condict  submiUed  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  -        780 

which  was  rejected    -----    823 
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pointed to  arrange  all  the  information  on 
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monstrance  tfgainat  the  resolutio'i^  of  Mr. 
Stow  -  -  -  •,  •  •  ",  ^^^ 
jberease  of  the  Navy,  report  of  the  Committee 
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Ind^na  Territory,  the  memodal  of  the  Legiilii' 
lure  of,  prftoented  at  If  st  seesion,  was,  01 
motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  referred  to  tiie 
Committee  on  Publfc  Lands   ... 

report  of  said  Committee  refbrted  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole 
'  Committee  6f  the  Whole  concur,  and  report 

Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a  resolutioA  to  mike 
certain  inquiries  of  the  Preiid^nt,  con- 
cerning-       -        -        •        -        -       • 

a  petition  of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  ad- 
mission  into  the  Uniofr,  referred 

a  protiBSt  against  said  petition    * 
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ject Uat  mentioned,  which  was  agreed  te 

report  of-  the  committee  on  the  petition  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Unioti 

a  cotnmittee  was  appointed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning the  act  to  diyide  -        -       •  1439 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  dinde,  read 
twice,  dec.      -        -        -        -        -       -  1449 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -       -1489 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1488 

peUdons  praying  further  time  to  complete 
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Indian  Afiairs,'  appointment  of  a  select  committee 
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which  was'agreed  to  •        -        -        -,      - 

Indian  Defrartment,  Mr.  McKee  submitted  a  tei- 

olutien  relative  to  the  importatron  ofgoodi 

for  the  use  of  the  -        -        -        -       - 

!a  comiaittee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 

•    the  compensation  of  the  Superinlendeot 

ofth«    -        1        . 
,  a  hill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Superin< 
tendent  of  the,  read  twice 
Indian  Lands,  Mr.  Poind'exter  submitted  a  reso- 
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report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedj- 
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table      '      '-        -        -        ...  1533 
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InErm  and  Superantruated  Officered    Ac*,  Mr. 

Dawson  submitted  a  risolution  respecting   356 

a  bi^  in  relation  to,  read'twitfe   -        -       -696 

ordered  to  a  third  readkig  *•        -        -       "  ^S 

read  a  third  time       -       -       -     —       •  IW 

question  on  its  passage  lost       •    '^  •>       -  10^ 
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a  letter  ftota  ^he  Secretary  of  fke  Treaaory, 
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a  bill  to  admit,  into  the  Union,  read  twice, 
and  committed       -        -        -        "     f ' 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        • 
returned  from  thf^  Senate,  ^ith  amendments  1249 
concurred  in      ------        -  l*^ 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  W9 
read  twice,  and  Ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1279 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1298 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  last  1429 
read  three  timea,  and  paasted       -        -        •  1431 
bill  respecting  the  survey  of  certein  lands  in, 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  1431 
a  bill  giving  validity  to  the  sale  of  certain 

lands  in>  read  twice        .        -        -       -  1513 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        •        -  16U 
Looisiana  Le«d  Company,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  dM«,  •       -  12^^ 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  1262 
third  readiiig  ifejected        ...       -  1313 
Lo^iisiana  Stock,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  concerning  the  .        -        -  1434 

-    bill  to  transfer  the  6  per  cent  and,  read  twice  1437 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -       -  IW>3 

Louisviue,  Mr.  Orm^by  submitted  a  resolution  re- 

.specting  an  armory  at    -.    , - 

a  report  m>m  the  committee       -        -  '    - 

read,  and  agreed  to    -        -        *    .    ".      ' 

Lowndes,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bUI  to 

raise  an  additional  military  force,    - 

speech  6C  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval 

Esteblishment        -        -        -        -       - 

on  the  bill  to  permit  the  importation  of  Brit- 

isllgoodq        -         -         -         :         -1281,12«« 
on  sundry  petitions  to  suspend  the  non-im- 
portitUon  act  -        -        -        -        -       -  ^^ 

on  the  bill  respecting  munitions  of  war     •  1^ 
Ly^n,  Matthew,  ^the  Speaker  presented  a  memo- 
rial of,  praying  to  be  repaid  a  fine,  under 
prosecution  for  libel        ••        -        '       '   22 
referred  to  fc  select  committee    -        -       -  Ji 
Lyon,  George,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  •    W 
referred  to  a  committee      - '       -        -       •  J  J?: 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  1^'* 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        • 
M.       ^ 
Macon,  Mr^  remarka  o(  on  the  resolution  to  refer 
'   the  Message    -        -  ,    -        -       -       ' 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution  respect- 
Inff  additional  duties       '        '       '       'e 
speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  .        - 


1083 
1242 
1243 

.    648 

884 


1671 


340 


492 


Digitized  by 


Google 


liu 


INDB3t. 


Ut 


J^ni§€Procutling9  and  Afrstet* 


Mae5D,  Mr.»  0peecfa  oA— eoDtisded.  '  ?•§«• 

on  th«  Senate  bill  to  raiifcaii  additiooAl  piiK> 

iUry  Ibrco      -.-.:.    660 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  ettebliA  a  Qvar^ 

termaater't  department  -  <-  -  •  '  803 
on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia  •  •  .  •  1081 
on  the  Misainippi  bill  •  ^  •  •  1207 
in  the  caa e  of  Rounaavell  ...  1239, 1266 
OB  the  joint  resolution  for  a  raceas  -  •  *  1340 
Magruder,  Patrick,  election  of,  as  Clerk  of  the 

House 331 

Magmder,  Allan  B.,  one  of  the  Delegatee  from 

Orleana,  admitted  within  the  Hodae       «  1168 
Maine,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  district  Courts  of       -        -        . 
a  bill  to.that  efl*e^  read  twice,  and'ordered 
to  ^third  reading  ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Mtfimiactures,  Mr.  Newton  made  a  statement  of 
returns  of  American,  as  directed  bj  the 
census  law  to  be  made  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  6cc    ..... 
a  petition  praying  protection  of ..        -  3065, 3073 
Manniiicturea  of  Copper,  the  Committee  of  Com* 
merce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed 
to  report  a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  ..... 
Maritime  Frontier,  a  bill  making  further  appro, 
priation  for  defence  of  our,  read  twice,  Ac 
read  a  third  time       •        - 

passed - 

a  bill  finrther  to  provide  for  defence  of  our, 
read  twice     -        -        -        -        -        -  1633 
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ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        ...  1573 
read  a  third  tisie,  and  passed     ...  1574 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  defence  of  .        -  1347 
read  twice,  and  cpmmitted         -        -        -1353 
Maniage  Licenses,  Mr.  Baker  presented  a  peti. 
tfon  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washington 
county,  District  of  Colombia,  respecting ; 
referred      ....        .        , 
a  bill  cohceming,  read  twice,  and  committed, 
first  section  stricken  out,  and  bill  lost  • 
Maryland,  a  bill  ^m  the  Senate  to  carry  into 
efibct  an  act  of  the  Legblature  of,  read 
twice,  and  committed     -        .        . 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  rM^ng 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Maaon,  John,  and  others,  petition  o(  referred 
MMon'a  Island,  a  petition  praying  anthority  to 
cut  a  canal  around,  dtc.  .... 
a  byi  to  authorize  a  canal,  Ac,  raad  twice# 

and  coaunitted      .... 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
laada  third  time,  and  paaaiJ     - 
Maaaarbnsetts,  Mr.  Beaver  presented  a  reeeluttoa 
of  the  Legislature  of,  to  furnish  suppUee 
lor  pvblie  sarvice   *        .        -        .    '   »•  |i339 
referred  to  the  8«:retary  of  War        •        .  1340 
Mr.  Cntts  preaaated  an  address  of  the  Re- 
publican members  of  the  Legislature  of, 
approtiag  tiie  measures  of  Government  .  1510 
MaxweU,  George  C,  of  Mi^saachusetts,  was  quel- 
,  ified,  and  took  his  seat   ....    334 

raraarka  of^  on  receding  from  disagreement 

with  the  Senate 708 

Maebanios'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  to  incorporate  the        •        •        -  1833 
laad  twice,  and  relwred  to  a.eommittee      .  1833 
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report  of  the  ^mmittee*tliereo9  .        -  l£l8 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .    •    -        .        .  1430 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -1433 

Merchant  Yeesels,  a  bill  f^m  the  Senate  cor. 

earning  the  arming  of    >        >        -        .  1347 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...        .  135S 

Measage,  a(C(»ifidenfial«  from  .the  President  of 

the  United  Sutes  ......  1634 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela^ 

tions     -      .  -        •        ...        -        .  1630 
copy  of  said  Message         .       -.        .        -  1714 
Military  Bounty  Luanda;  a  biU  from  the  Senate 

to  provide  ibr  designating,  dec        .        .  1346 
reed  twice,  and  coinmitted  ....  1347 

reported  with  amendments         ...  1398 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 1343 

recommitted      .        .        ^       .        .        ,  1347 
reported  withaat  amendment,  read  a  ibxtd  - 
tim%  and  passed    -        .  *      .  .      .        .  1367 
Military  ^stablidunent  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 

complete  the  existipg^  .  «...  538 
twice  read,  and  committed  ...    549 

reparted  without  amendmeht  «  •  .  557 
read  a  third  time,' and. pssaed  ...  566 
a  biU  making  appropnations  ibr  support  of  . 

the,  read  twice,  and  camBiilled  -  -  1006 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  »  -  -  •  1081 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  *  <»  1083 
a  bill  making  additional  appropriationa  ibr 

the,  dbc,  read  twice^  dco# 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -< 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Military  Force,  papers  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment reli^g  to  the  -  ... 
Military  Peace  BstabUshment,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
.Clay;  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire  in  relation  to  the  •  -  ' 
MiMtia,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  estaUi^ 
a  uniform  ^rstem  of,  read  twice,  dec. 
reported  without  amendment 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Coiidict,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afl^rs  were  instructed  to  report 
a  bill  for  arming  the  -  .  ' 
a  bill  to  arm.  and  equip  the,  read  twice.  At*  1040 
ordered  to,  a  third  reaaing  -  •  "  •  *  IO76 
read  a  third  timer  and  passed  •  .  -  1084 
niMurned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1396 
Mr.  Poindexter*8ubmitted  a  resdution  in  re- 
latioa  to  the,  of  Che  Southern  and  Western 

Sutes t        .  1337 

a  resolution  of  the  LegislatHre  of  Kentucky 
in  relatioii  to  the    «>        .        .        .        .  3107 
Miller,  Samuel  R.,  dt  Co.,  Mr.  Qnincy  present 

a  petition  of,  relerred 334 

Miller,  Christopher,  a  bill  for  reHef  o^  read  tvriee, 
and  ooBunitted       •        • 
*    reported,  and  onler^  to*a  third  reading  *    . 
read  a  thivd  time,  and  passed     - 
Miller,  Peter,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  con* 

carred  in 

Milnor,  Mr.,  remarka  of;  pn  Mr.  Randolph'e  teo* 
tion  n>  employ  the  army         •       .        • 
speech  of;  on  the  biU  to  raise  volnateefa 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues 
on  his  resolution  reepecting  a  reviaioa  of  the 

penal  code     -        ... 
in  the  caae  of  Rounsavell  ...  1259, 1371 
Minifie,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 

Uefof 13U 


1578 
1574 
1574 

3110 


.  1346 


589 
1004 


-  1083 


lOlS 
1041 
104S 

764 

737 

750 

1193 

1386 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INBEX. 


hi 


HmH Pr^ctedir^  andJMats^, 


IfisiiKe,  ChuiMh-«oiitiil«6d.  Pag*. 

TCpd  twice,  and  comnnttod     <    •        «        -  1847 

reported  without  amuMidaMni     •        -        .  1250 

read  a  third  time,  and  paisad     •        •        »  1343 

Mint,  the  Preiyeat  6f  the  United  Statee  traiM« 

mitted  the  report  of  the  Director  of  the  »  692 
Mianesippi  Territory,  Mr.  Poindexter  pretented 

a  petition,  preying  admbaioB  ol^iiUo  the 

Vnion  -  -  .  -  -  -  -  dU^£^5 
refiirred  to  a  select  committee  ^^  •  -  686 
report  of  said  committee  recommitted  •  -  549 
an  amended  import  -  •  •  -  -  -  560 
a  hill  to  enable  thie  people  6f,  to  Ibrm  a  ceiv. 

•titation,  dbe.,  read  twice  •  -  ,  -  549 
y  read  a  third  time,  and  paased  -  •  -  1212 
Mr.  Poindezter  preaented  a  reeolatieii  of 

the*  Legislature  of^  appnmBg^  the  meas* 

ares  of  Government  .  .  ^  .  589 
aaether^  praying  the  eattingiikhiiyeat  of  Cer* ' 

tain  Indian  titles  -  .  -  •  -  -  1031 
on  motion  of  the  same»  tiie  Committee  on 

Pohlic  Lands  were  inslr«eted  to  iai|aire 

into,  the  expediency  6f  confirming  grafts 

^y  the  Spanish  Ooremment  -  «^  e.  1077 
Mr.  P.  submitted  a  resehilion  authoriaing 

th0  President  to  oause  a  census  to  be 

taken  of  the  pee^'of  *  -  •  -  1348 
aiieaded,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -        ^        .       x-        .        .  1417 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  ^  .  •  1420 
a  hill  cen^rming  grants  hi  the  British  Qov- 

emment  of  West  Florida  to  lands  iq,  read 

twice  -  -  -»  -  ...  -  1450 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  .  «  .  1491 
a  bill  confirming  graifts  in,  by  t|ie  fip^nish 

Government,  risad  twice,  and  eon^tted  •  1451 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  .....  1479 

repd  a  thirdtime,  and  passed      •        •.       >  1484 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendo^ts  1532 

.  concurred  in      -        -        •        •        •        -  1559 

Mr.  Poindezter  submitted  a  resolution  n* 

sweting  the  divieionpf,  iiito  two  Stateii  -  1480 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1483 
read  a  third  Ume,  And  passed  ^  -  .  1486 
maaouri,  a  bill  respecting  the  lead  mines  in  the 

Territory  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  •  1663 
Mitobil,  Mr.,  speech  of,  011  the.  bill  respecting  the 

Naval  £stabiishme^t  -  -  -866,920 
speech  off  on  the  Treasury  note  bill   «        -  1506 

on  additional  duties 1619 

on  the  embargo.  -  -  •  -,  '-  ^617 
introductory  of  a  resplution  respecting  ex* 

porta  .  .  .'  -  -  -  .  1201 
remarks  of,  on  the  Mississippi  biH  -  '  -  1207 
on  the  bill  respecting  the  Corps  of  Engineers  1916 
Monroe,  James,  Secretary  of  State,  cotrespon^- 

encd  o^  with  Mr.  Russell  r  •  *  1764 
Moore>  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  duty  on  diBiilled 

apirits  -  -  •  •.  «  .  <  .  1116 
Moseley,  Mr:,  remarks  of,  on  the  revenue  report  846 
Munitions  of  War,  so  much«f  the  Meesaga  as  rs'' 

lates  to,  referred  to  a  select  committee  -  343 
report^  said  committee  in  detail  -  -  626 
a  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of,  read  •  1632 
amended,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Foreigii  Rel&tions  -  -  .  -  -  1561 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  -  >>  -  -  -  1664 
rejected  on  the  third  reading      ...  1570 


Monitions  of  War-*«onttnned.  P191. 

rejection  recoifsidered,  and  bill  comafttsd  •  157) 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged  from 

ito^oonsideratkw  u  .  .  .  .  1573 
bin  amended  by  the  House,  and  ordered  te 

a  third  reading 1574 

tead  a  third  time,  and  passed     4.       .       •  1574 
Murray,  John,  report  en  the  petition  o^  refimred 

to  tt^e  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -1041 
a  hiU  for  relief  o^  read  twice,  and  committed  1489 
reported  without  amendment,  read  alhiid 

time,  and  passed    .        -        -       .       •  1489 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendmenti  1487 
concurred  in     -        -        -        ...  1499 
McBryde,  Archibald,  of  North  Carolina,  wai 

,     qualified,  and  took  his  ^eat      •        .       .   868 
McCuUoch,  James   H.,  Mr.  McKim  presented 
a  document  in  support  of  the  petition  0^ 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  petition  of  certain  collectors       -      •  1041 
(See  Col/ectars  of  CusthrM.) 
MeKee,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  tite  petition  of  Mat- 
thew Lyon    .-.---   846 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  Tolunteen,  788,799 
speech^  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Navtl 

Establishment  .  ^  .-.  883,970 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senators  amendments  to 

the  Wabash  bill 1J4» 

on  the  bill  for  the  government  of  the  Te^ 

ritory  of  Louisiana         -        -        .       -  1854 
in  the  case  of  Rounsavell   •        -  .      •       -  1889 
•    on  the  embargo  bill   -        ...       -  1588 
McKim,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Senate 

bill  respecting  an  additional  mihtsfy  force  81^ 
^  669,660 

on  the  eecond  reeohitlon  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means  for  raising  revenue  -  1108 
on  an  amendment  proposed  to  the  same       -  H^ 
remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -       •  1*" 
on  .the  bill  to  permit  certain   importetisai  1890, 
*^  *^  1311 

on  his  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  1817 
speech  o(  on  appointing  Assistant  Secrets- 

riesofWar 13^3 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  banks        •       - 1488 
speech  of,  en  the  bill  autheriaing  the  tssse 
of  Treasurr  notes  .        -        -        -  1480, 1488 


on  non-miportation 


1548 


Natchea,  a  petition  of  sundry  hikabkants  for  a 
hospital  at,    -        -        -         -        -       - 

another  from  the  Mayor,  dec,  of,  to  the  seme 
efibct,  both  referred  to  the  Cpauaittee  00 
PubHc  Lands         -        -        -        -       • 

aaid  committee  discharged,  reforenee  msde 

to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man* 

ufteturev       -        -.      -        •        -       • 

^ihis  committee  diacharged;  and  the  snbjtet 

referred  to  a  select  committee         «      * 

National  Militia,  sundry  resolntieins  of  the  L«gi>- 

latuie  of  Kentucky  relating  to  a       -       ^^^ 
Naturalization  Law,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  a 
committee  was  appomted  respectmg  the 
expeiliency  of  amending  thn  -        ^       -  1^* 

a  bill  supplementaiy  to  the, 'read  twiee^  end 
committed -  1563 

reported  with  amendment,  and^tfdefad  to  a    ' 
third  reading         -        -       -        -       -  ^fjf 

read  a  third  time,  and  paawd     -        «       •  ^^^* 
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If  aval  BfltabliflhiDen^,  a  bill  concerning  the,  read 

twice,  and  committed     ^-  -^        -    556 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1004 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     .        »        •  1§05 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

which  were  disagreed  to        -        •        *  1196 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference       -  1215 
the  House  agree  tO  the  conference,  and  Ap- 
point managers      -  >     -        -        -        •  121 6< 
the  managers  report  modifications       •    '    -  1282 
the  Sena^.  agree  to  the  modifications  of  the 
conferees        ......  1284 

the  House  did  the  same     -        -        -.        .  1236 

NftTal  Force,  appointment  of  a  committee  on  th^    849 

teport  of  said  committee    ....    558 

Nary,  a  bill  fer  support  of  the,  read  twice,  and 

committed      -        -        •        -        -        -  1012 
Imported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  108^1 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1032 
Navy  Hospitals,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  N^ipy,  with  a  copy  of  the  roles  and 
regulations  for  the  goternment  of  the,  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee    ...  1487 
a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 

act  esUbiishing 1449 

report  of  said  committee    -        ...        .  1487 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on^  the 

subject  of 2149 

Na^y  Officers,  Ac,  the  Secretary  of  the'Navy 

was  directed  to  report  the  names  o^  dec.    929 
report  of  that  officer,  in  obedience       -        -  1018 
NaTy  xards,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  report 
a  statement  of  the  expenditures  on  the 
several  ..-•..-    977 
report  of  that  offieer  in  obediehcB    .   -        •  1487 
Nelaoa,  Mr«  remarks  o^  on  the  rules  and  orders'  576 
lemarks  of,  on  amending  the  bill  to  raise  an 

additional  military  force  •  •  -  •  609 
on  the  biU  to  raise  volunteers  .  •  •  778 
speech  of,  on  the  teme  ...  79Q,  799 
on  the  navy  bill  -  -  *  •  .  -  991 
en  arming  the  militia  -  -  .  -  •  1081 
•n  the  war  taxes  •  -  -  -  -1119 
en  the  Louisiana  bill  -  .  .  .  •  1224 
remarks  of;  in  the  case  of  RomMavell  •  -  iMl 
on  the  resolution  for  relief  to  Ca/accas  -  1850 
on  the  resolution  to  recall  absentees    -        •  1425 

on  the  embargo,  bill 1597 

New  Jersey,  sundry  resolutions  of  the  people 
oC  expressing ,  confidence  in  the  Admin- 
istration        ......    896 

the  President  of  the  United  States  transmit- 
ted copies  of  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
tuie  of,  to  the  same  efiect       ....    907 

K«w  Orleans,  petitttion  of  the  Mayor,  Ac,  of, 

prsjing  a  grant  of  a  certain  lot,  referred  -    872 
report  of  the  committee  referred  to  the  Co0- 
mittee  of  the  Whole       ....    404 

their  report  disagreed  to    •        -        -        •    582 
Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
.    qMcting  the  exaction  by,  of  a  tax  on  ves- 
sels descending  th^  Mississippi       *•        -    589 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        ^  1046 
Mr.  Johnson  submi^ed  a  resolution  of  Ken- 
tucky respecting  a  road  from,  to  said  State  1157 
a  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  city  of,  a  certain 

lot,  read  twice,  and  committed  •  -1198 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1208 
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ipead  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  1210 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1239 
which  weiQB  concurred  in  -  7  -  -  1246 
abillftom  the  Senate  fer  granting  to  the  ^ 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  and  his  successors, 
a  lot  in  the  city  of  -  '  -  •  *•  -  1922 
read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  -  1826 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       .        ^      * .        .        •  1329 
read  a  third  time,  and  pfnsed^  ...  1342 
petition  of  the  delegates  from  the  Conven- 
tion of  Orleans  Territory,  praying  a 'grant 
of  certain  Iota  to  the  dty  of,*referred  to  a 

committee -        -  1471 

Newspaper^  the  usoat  xirder  for  the  supply  of  •    381 
Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolu- 
tion fer  additional  duties         ...    860 
'  explanationr  of  certain  returns  in  the  censiis 

respecting  manufactures         ...    370 
MHarks  of,  on  a'  resolution  respecting  im- 
-  pressed  seamen      .....    780 

on  the  bill  respetting  the  hnportation  of  Bri^ 
.  ish  goods       -        -        -        -        .        •  1281 

on  the  joint  reooliHtion  Ibr  a  recess     •        •  1330 
on  the  resolqlion  to  recall  absentees  •        ^  14*25 
New  York,  Mr*  Mitdiill  presented  a  petition  of 

sundry  merchants  of     -        -        •      834, 476 
Nt^  York  <58nals,  petition  alid  papers  rehttng 

to  -        -        ....        .        .  2166 

Non-importadon,  sundry  petitions  from  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut  respecting    -        »    856 
sundry  petitions  praying  a  sOspension  of  the 

act  of 1825 

^pers  relating  to  modifications  of  the  act  -  21Q5 
Non-intercourse,  Mr.  Richardson   submitted  a 

resOltitioii  lb  repeal  the  act  concerning    -  1544 
tii9  resolution  rejected        -        -        -        t  1546 
North  Bend,  a  comminee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire concerning  a  road  to  the        -        •    846 
a  bill  concerning  said  road  read  twice         •    849 
^       read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    427 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Macon  presented  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of,  approving  the 
measures  of  Government        ...    607 
on  ihotion  of  Mr.  Blackledgf^  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altering  the  time  for  holdmg 
the  district  courts  in       -.      •.     .-        -    664 
a  bill  to  that  efi*ect  read  twi^,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        -        -    719 
Mr.  Macon  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  rallying  the  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  in  relation  to  titles       -    928 

O. 

O'Bannon,  Thomas,  a  bill  feom  the  Senate  for 

rcUef  of         -        -  ■     -        r        -        -    402 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands    ......    408 

repotted  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .        .        i>        •        -    427 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1082 
Ogden  and  Harrison,  Mt.  Mitchill  ^oented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -    '    -        -        -    475 
Ohio^  Mr.   Morrow  subnritteid  a  resolution  re- 
specting \hh  loan  of  arms  to  the  State  of     992 
on  motion  of  the  s^me,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
*"       confirainf  the  northeni  boundary  of      -    699 
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a  resolution  of  the  Legialnture  of/approTiug 

the  meMuree  of  Government  -  .      -        <-    697 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  allowiDf  fur- 
ther time  to  purchatert  of  land  northwest . 
oi  the  riv^r,  read  twice  -     .   -        -        -  1480 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -        *  1567 
Old  Citj  Hail,  (New  York,)  a  bill  authocizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase 
or  lease  the,  read  twice»  and  committed  -  1362 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      •  1298 
read  «  third  time«  and  passed     ...  1319 
Ordnaneei  &c.,  a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase 

of^  rea^  tiM^,  and  committed  •  -  6S5 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  694 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  -  697 
a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the,  pead 

twice,  and  committed     -        -      .  -        -  13S9 

repofted,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1367 

read  a  third' time,  and  passed     ...  1376 

returned  from  the  Senate  wiih  amandments» 

and  concurred  in   -        -        -        «•        »  1419 

Ordnigice  Depaitment,  a  bill  to  establish  an, 

twice  read,  and  conimitted  •  .  .  1239 
reported,  and  recommitted  •        -  .     •  1323 

Oriskany  Manufacturing  Company,  the  memo* 

nal  of,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com-     - 
merce  and  Manufactures.      '  -        -        -  1077 
Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  giving  furtlker 
time  for  registering  claims  to  land  in  the 
western  district  of,  read  twice,  a];id  com- 

ipitted  - 1262 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  ^hird  reading 1298 

read  a  jthird  time,  and  passed     ...  1317 
Orr,  Thomas,  the  Committee  of  Public  Landi 
were  instructed  to  report  to  confirm,  in  his  ' 
title  to  cetUin  landir       :        .        .        .  1048 
a  bill  to  that  efieot  read  twice, 'and  conunltp 

ted  .-.---  •  1068 
reported,  and  ordered  to  %  third  reading  t  1168 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -1196 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1249 
which  were  concurred  in  •        •     .   •        -  11^62 


Patentees,  llr.  Seybert  submitted  a  resolution 

caNing  ftfr  the  namea  of  -        -        -        <•    749 
which  was  agreed  to          -        -.        -        •    749 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  obedience    879 
Patent  Office,  Mr.  Seybert  made  a  repert  respect- 
ing the -     '  -  1490 

Patent  flights,  petitions  for  the  extension  of       2163, 

2176 
Paulding,  William,  of  New'  York,  was  <iualified 

and  took  his  seat   -        - .       - '      -        -    872 
Peace,  sundry,  memorials,  recommending  meas- 
ures of-        •        -        -        *        -        -  1416 
Pearl  River,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  Commissioners 

west  of;  read  twice,  and  cominitted      "  -    691 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1040 
read  a  third  time,-and  passed     •        -        -  1042 
Pearson,  Mr.,  remarks  oU  in  the  case  of  Roun- 

savcU    -        -       ^ 1267 

on  his  resolution  to^  require  a  statement  of 
enlistments    ......  1486 

Peck,  William,  a  bill  to  discharge  from  imprison- 
ment, read  twice    -        -        -        -  .     -  1479 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1484 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -  '    -  1486 


Pige, 
Penai  Cod«,  Mr.  MUnor  submitted  a  resolution 

for  a  revision  of  the        -        -        •       -  123S 
agreed  to,  and  a*  committee  appointed       -  1S38 
Pennsylvania,  a  message  communicating  sundrj 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of    -       -   581 
Mr.  Milnor  presented  a  petition  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary line  of 1004 

Penrose,  Clement  B.,  a  bill  for  relief  oU  read  twice  1346 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...       -  1479 
'read  a  third  time,  ^nd  passed     -       -       •  14M 
Pension  List,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  was  directed  to  rqK>rt  tht 
.  names  of  persons  on  the         -       -       •  104) 
Pensions,  a  resolution  by  Mr.  Rhea  on  the  sub- 
ject of,  referred   to  the    Committee  of 

Claims 8W 

a  bill  to  revive  the  act  respecting  the  mods 
of  obtaining,  twice  read,  and  inrdered  to  s 
third  reading  -        -        •        .       •  1241 

Philadelphia,  Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  petition  of 
'    sundry  merchants  of,  which  was  referred 
to-ihe  CoBifflittea  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures      -        -        -.       .        -       .   33* 
Pickens,  Mr.^  speech  oi;  on  the  Senate  bill  fer  an 

additional  military  force  -        -       -   64J 

remarks  of,  on  the  bilf  to  raise  volunteeis  •  711 
Pike,  Lieutenant  Celonol  Z.  M.,  a  petition  of; 

presented       ...        -        -        -       -  1676 
Pinkaey,  N^nian,  a  bill  fbr  relief  of,  rend  twioe, 

and  committed WJ 

reported,  and  third  reading  refused  -  -  H^ 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  fbr  relief  of  -  -  H17 
read  twice,  and  committed  -  *  *  ^*1! 
reported  Without  amendment  -  •  *  l^^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  "  "  ^*? 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasasd  *  .  -  1436 
Pinkney,  William,  correspendenoe  of  -  178^  ITh 
Pitkin,  Mn,  speech  o^  on  the  rules  and  orders  -  677 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  -  *  "  ^J; 
on  the  papers  relating  to  British  intrigees  «  Hoi 
,  introducing  a  stetement  relating  to  French 

spoliations IJJ 

remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  RonnaavelL        '  l^ 
<  on  the  petitions  fbr  repeal  of  the  embargo  -  1»1 
en  the  bill  concerning  munitions  of  war    •  W 
Pleaaants,  Mr.,  speech  of;  on  the  importatiot  biH  1»> 
Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  a  bHI  allowing  ad£- 
tional  compensation  to  the  Collecton  oC 
twice  read,  and  committed     -        .      -  IIW 
See  {CoUeeton  of  CuatOfM.) 
Plymooth,  Massadiusetts,  petition  from  inhabi- 

tants  o(  praying  for  peace  measures      -  ^*^ 
Poind^xter,  George,  a  delegate  from  Missisiippi 

TerriUrfy,  was  qualified,  and  took  hii  seat  W* 
r^maiks  of,  on  a  resolutioh  respecting  set- 

tlementa  on  Indian  lands  -  "  Jl  JS 
(^  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  -  727,  W  7W 
speech  of,  on  thd  bill  te  enable  the  V^\^  ,^ 
Mississippi  to  form  a  constitution,  Ac  I  Wj»  |  JjJ- 
remaits  of,  on  the  Louisiana  bill  1216,  iM,  IW* 
on  a  resolution  relating  to  the  militia  •  »^ 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Rhea  -        -       -       -  "" 

a  declaration  by,  of  his  cooperation  hi  ths 
war       -        -        -        .'       .       -       -  l^ 
Porter,  Mr.,  speech  ot  on  the  report  of  Ae  Com- 

mittee  of  Foreign  Relations    -        -       -   «i 
remarks  c€,  on  receding  from  disagreement 
with  the  Senate     -       -       -       •       •  ^* 
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Ptortcr,  Mr.,  remarks  of-— continned, 
on  th«  bill  (o  xaise  ▼olontews 


728,  78D,  783. 
793  799 
•peech  ot  on  his  resohitton  to  ^ais^  a  pro-  ' 

visional  armj         -      ■  .        ^        ,  ^    _ 

leinarks  of,  on  the  rcsoluaon  of  the  Com- 

nuttee  of  Ways  aod  Means  for  r«isinir 

revenue         •        .        .        .        _        ® 

on  the  embai:go  biU  - 


1068 


Porta  and  Harjwrs,  a  bill  relating  to  detoce  of 
read  twice,  and  committed  ' 


1189 
1694 


-  1379 


1083 


427 
687 


794 
1146 
1216 
12l6 


Porta  of  Entry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  t  rwy. 

lution  was  agreed  to,  concerning  certain 

Postmaster  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harper 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  irere' 

instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

of  allowing  addiUonal  compensation  to  the 

a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  referred 

to  the  Committee  on  Salaries 

Port  Office  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  on   -        .        •       •. 

Poet  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 

read  twice,  and  committed      -        .        . 

read  twice»  and  committed         .        <        . 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      • 

recommitted      ----.. 

reported  with  amendments,  and  referrad  to 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        .  1233 

another  bill  reported,  read,  and  recommitted'  1219 
reported  with  amendmente,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading ^Z^^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        ,  1322 

Potomac,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  ibr  improving 

the  navigation  of  the  river      -        -        . 

read  twice,  and'commliled         -        .        . 

peutions  praying  that  said  bill  may  not  pass! 

referred 

report  on  the  same    -        .        .        ,        \ 
Potter,  Elisha  R.,  of  Rhode  Island,  wa^  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat   -        -        .        .        J 
remarks  of,  on  the  apportionment  bill 
speech  of»  on  additional  duties    •        .        . 
Pre-emption,  a  bill  to  allow  fiirther  time  to  com- 
plete pavments  on  lands  held  in  right  o^ 
^  m  the  Mississippi  Territory,  road  twice, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        •        . 
Prentiss,  Charles,  examination  of,  before  a  com- 
mittee   

Preddent />ro  tem>  of  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Smilie,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  compensation  to  161*4 
bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice,  and  committed   1682 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading          -        -        .        .        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  amended,  and  con- 
curred in 

Previous  Question,  Mr.  Bassett  submitted  a  reso^ 
lution  respecting  the      - 
which  was  agreed  to  -        -        -        - 

Prince,  Williams,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition 

of,  refejrred 

Prisoners  of  War,  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  (he 
expediency  of  providing  for    -        -        .  1574 
a  bill  providing  for,  read  twice   -        -        -  1676 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .'       .  15771 

read  ft  third  time,  and  puaed    •  .  .168S  | 


1246 
1247 

1824 
1416 

868 


-  1627 


897 
897 

16i6 


1662 
1662 

1682 

1088 
1086 

618 


Page. 
Proclamation,  the  President's,  of  war        -        .  2223 
setting  apart  a  day  of  humiliation,  dec.        -  2224 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of  Alexandria,  Mr. 
Nelson  presented  a  petition  of  the,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on^  the  District  of 
Columbia       -«•-.,..   "^69 
Provisional  Military  Force,  Mr.  Porter  submitted 

a  resolution  to  raise  a    -        -        .        .  1O68 
which  was  neg^atived  ....  1009 

Public  Buildings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  sums  due  on  account  of  work  done 
on  the  -  -  .  .  , .  -  .  .  1334 
the  President  of  the  United  States  trans- 
mitted a  report  t>f  the  Superintendent  of 
the  -  .  -  .  .  .  .  1263 
a  bill  making  provision'  to  discharge  aB 

claims  on,  &c.,  read  twice,  dec.       -        .  1329 
reported  with  amendment  -        .        .  1431 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1434 
returned  from  the  Senate  amended,  and  com- 
mitted .        -        .       ^*        -        .        .  1567 
amendments  partially  disagreed  to      *        .  1667 
Public  Defence,  on  motion-  of  Mh   Smilie,  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  rel«tes  to,  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee        .        .    p8i 
Public  Depositee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  I^tkin,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to 
lay  i>eft>re  the  House,  a  statement  of  the 
banks,  dec,  in  which  there  are        .        .    669 
report  of  that  officer  in  obedience        -        •    749 
the  said  report  jn  full         ....  2O66 
Public  Grounds,  a  biH  from  the  Senate  author- 
ising the  President  to  lease  any  portion     ' 
of  the,  in  the  City  of  Washington  -        -.  1669 
read  twice,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 1550 

read^a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1663 
the  Senate  disagreed  -        -        .        .  1667 

and  the  House  receded      -        -        .        .  I668 
Pnblic  I^nds,  appointment  of  the  Standbg  Com- 
mittee, on      -        -        -        ...        .    333 
a  bill  giving  frirther  time  to  purchasers  o4 
west  of  Ohio  riter,  read  twice,  and  com- 

fnit^ 696 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1 196 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1193 
returned  fit>m  die  Senate  amended  -  -1819 
concurred  in  -  -  ...  .  1330 
Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  petition  of  sundiy 

persons  concerning  the,  referred  -  •  1081 
a  petition  to  lease  certain  -  .  .  .  1042 
a  bill  to  ascertain  titles  and  claims  to  certain, 

read  twice      -        .      ,  -        -        .        .  1246 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .  1317 
read  jt  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -1819 
Public  Printing,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire 

into  the  sUte  of  the        -        ....  1199 


Quartermaster's  Department,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  establish  a    -        -        .        .        .  595 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Militocy  Establishment     -        -        -  686 
.  reported  with  amendments,  and  eommitted  749 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        .        .  796 
read  a  third  time ;  passed  with  amendments  808 
a  message  from  the  Senate,  that  they  had 
—        *  the  bilt  iadefioitely       -       -  1084 
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QuartermMter's  Dcpmrtment-— continued.  Pa^ 

another  bill  irom  the  Senate  to  ettabliah  a, 

read  twice,  and  referred  ...  1088 
reported  with  ^mendmentSy  and  committed  1196 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  aa  amended  •  1214 
read  a  third  time>  and  paaaed  ^a  amended  -  1215 
*  the  ^nate  disagreed,  and  asked  a  conferenee  1226 
the  managers  report  modifications,  which 

were  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  -  1239 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  establidi  a,  read 

twice 1346 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  -  •  »  1378 
read  ^  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1416 
returned  from  the  Senate  amended  •  -  1434 
concurred  in  -  *  -  -  -  -  143i 
Quincy,  Mf.,  remarks  oi,  6n  the  resolution  to  to- 

fer  the  President's  Message  ...  337 
on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution  for  additional  duties  36 1 
speech  oU  on  the  rules  and  orders  -  -  672 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  to 

employ  the  Army  -  -  .  -  . .  -  -  723 
on  thQ  Senate  bill  to  establisii«  Quartermas- 
ter's Department  ^  .  .  .  .  802 
speech  of;  on  theii^aTy  HH  -  -  -  949 
remajrks  of,  eoncemmg  British  intrigues  -  1183 
statement  of,  in  the  case  of  Rounsatell  -  1266 
remarks  of,  respecting  Consuls  and  Vice 

Consuls  .  V  ...  -  1480 
speech  of,  on  the  embargo  bill  -  -  1596, 1601 
Quorum,  intisrcluuige  oi  meaaagea  on  the  subject 

ofa 331 

appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  inform 

the  President  of  a 331 

Quotas  of  Militia,  report  of  the  War  Department 

on  the 2109 

R. 

Randolph,  John,  remarks  o^  on  the  tesohition  to 

vefer  the  Message  •  -  335,  336,  338,  339 
speech  of,  on  the  petition  of  Matthew  Lyon  346 
on  his  resolution  relating  to^Kxpenditure  of 

public  moneys  -  *  -  .  *  ^  353 
remarks  of,  on  the  bin  for  the  goremment  of 

the  Territory  of  Louisiana      ...    367 
on  his  resolution  respecting  corporeal  punish- 
ment     368 

on  the  resolution  to  raise  more  regulars       -    422 
apeech  of,  oh  the  report  of  the  Cdminittee  of 

Foreign  stations  -  ...  441,526 
on  his  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 

Senate  bill  for  additional  military  force  -  707 
on  his  resojtrtion  to  employ  the  Army  in  mak* 

ing  roads,  Ac  -  -  719,721,725,756 
on  the  bill  to  raise  rolunteers  -  ...  773 
rtoarkkof,onthebill  toarm  thd^9itia  1046, 1081 
speech  o^  on  the  Loan  bitt  -  -  .  1089 
on  the  papers  relating  to  British  intrigues  1 185, 

1193 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  relieving 

Caraccas     ' 1848 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  appoint  Assist- 
ant SecreUries  <kf  War  .  .  -  .  1368 
on  the  repeal  of  the  6mbarg6  -  -  1384, 1399 
on  the  rumored  declaration  of  war  *  •  1457 
on  his  appeal  from  a  decision  of  the  Chair  >  1467 
remarks  of,  on  the  Embargo  bill  -  .  1689 
a  note  from,  copied  from  the  National  Intdli- 

gencer 1473  (note) 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  an  evibargo  for  a   < 
limited  time  .......  1610 


Rangerf,  a  btU  ftom  the  Sencta  AOfherknig  cer* 

tain  companies  of  -  >  . ,  •  .682 
read  twice,  and  reforred  *    .    -^       •    583 

reported  without  amendments,  anAiwrnmit- 

ted        .     „ 685 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  .,  .  1031 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1032 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  expenses  in. 

cident  to  thev  read  twice,  dec  -        *        .    691 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Committee 
on  the.  Military  Establishment,  were  in- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  eipedtency  of 
authorizing  additional  companies  of        .  1484 
a  bill  to  that  efiect  read  twice    ...  1487 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1490 
read  a  third  time,  and  paMed      •    -    .        .  1491 
VBturned  from  the  Senate  wiik  amendments, 
and  disagreed  to     >        -        .        .        -  1569 

Um  Senate  adhere IMO 

the  House  receded    .....  1566 
Rapelye,  George  R^  adverse  report  on  petition  af  :M43 
Receipts  and  Ezpenditutes,  a  letter  firom  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  oonceining  *        •  1564 
ReoesB  of  Congress,  Mr.  Bibb  submitted  a  reeein 

tion  <m  the  subject  of  -  -  .  .  1280 
adopted,  and  a  committee  appointed  .  •  1315 
a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  hr  -        -  1333 

rMd  twice •  1334 

another  from  the  Bennte^  fixing  a  di£forflot 

day  for 1847 

lead  twice         .        ^        .        .        .        .  135s 
a  third  reading  refrised       *        .        .        .  fs6S 
Refugees,  the  several  reports  from  the  War  and 
Tr^asuiy  Departments  on  the  claims  of^ 
were  reforred  to  the  Committee  on  Poblie 

Lands 344 

the  report  of  the  Secretarr  of  the  Treaanry, 

Secretary  of  War,  and  Comptroller.        .1116 
bill  in  relation  to,  read  twice,  and  committed  1 198 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  .        .....  iS26 

read  a  tCtrd  time,  and  passed  ...  iS32 
returned  firom  the  Senate  with  araendmMitB  1319 

concurred  fti 1321 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  provide  for, 

readtwide 1490 

reported  without  amendment,  and  commitled  1683 
Refunding  of  Duties,  a  bill  to  authorize  the,  in 

certain-cases,  read  twic^,  and  committed  .    456 
Representatives  Chamber,  a  committee  appointsd 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  render, 
ing  the,  more  comfortable       ...  1045 
Reserved  Sections  of  Land,  a  bill  frtun  the  Sen. 

ate  in  relation  te 1438 

read  twice,  and  committed  ....  1439 
reported  without  amendmMit      ...  1490 
postponed  indefinitely        ....  1662 
Retrenchment  of  Naval  Expenditures,  on  motieB 
of  Mr.  Cheves,  a  committee  was  tppoint* 
ed  on  the  sul^ect  o€,  to  sit  during  reeess  -   1673 
Returned  Bill,  %  Message,  with  objections  to  the 

District  Court  bill 1351 

objections  of  the  President  aoslained  .        -  1S77 
Revenue,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relatee  to, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means -        •    896 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaauiy  con. 
ceming <p    847 
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Btvenoe— coDlinued.  Page, 

a  Tcnort  from  the  Committee  o7  Wty*  and 

Means  in  relation  to  •  -  -  '  -  lOiO 
the  reaohitiens  of  «aid  committee  amended, 

and  tgfeed  to 1406 

Rsrerted  Lands, «n  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  a  res* 

ointion  was  adopted  in  relation  to  -  -  523 
bin  to  prevent  the  sale  of,  at  reduced  prices, 

read  twice,  and  committed  -  •  *'  548 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 684 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  586 
Rerisai  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment 

of  the  standing  Gommittee  on  -  -  3d9 
KerohttionaTy  War,  a  Hil  proTiding  for  persons 

disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the, 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  455 
a  bill  reported  to  continue  in  force  the  act, 

dec,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  1087 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1S45 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  13S8 

concurred  in 1380 

Rhea,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relating 

to  MtUements  on  Indian  lands  -  -  350 
remarks  o(  on  his  resolution  to  lay  additional 

duties 351 

on  a  motion  to  take  up  said  resolution  -  370 
speech  of;  on  the  bill  for  the  government  of 

Louisiana  Territory        ....    388 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  appor- 
tionment bill  -        -        -        -        -        -    406 

^  on  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  additional  mil- 
itary force 636 

on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  -  -  741,  762 
on  the  Navy  bin  -  -  -  •  910, 920 
on  arming  the  militia  -  •  '  *  -  1073 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues  •  -  -1184 
on  the  Mississippi  bill  ....  1206 
on  the  importation  of  British  goods  -  •  1241 
on  the  bill  permitting  importation,  under  cer^ 

tain  cbcumstances  ...  1281, 1800 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess  -^  -  1314 
on  his  motion  to  require  the  committee,  in 

iie  case  of  Judge  Touhnin,  to  report       -  1357 

on  the  fesolution  respecting  Caraccas         -  1350 

on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo      -      '  -        -  1382 

on  the  notice  to  recall  absentees         •        •  1427 

Ridtsrdson,  William  M.,  of  Massachusetts,  was 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat  •  .-  •  907 
Kiddiek,  Thomas  F.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed  -  .  .  w  1250 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  *.  1377 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1379 
Ridgely,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  apportionment 

bill        - 363 

remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -  1269 

Roberts,  Mr.,  remarks  o(  on  the  motion  to  recede 

f^om  disagreement  with  the  Senate  -  706 
remarks  of;  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  792, 793 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Naval 

Establishment 899 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia  •  1046 
in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -  1258,  1266,  1269 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  recees  -  1837, 1340 
on  the  motion  to  recall  absentees  -  -  1427 
on  his  motion  to  postpone  war  taxes  -  1455, 1457 
RolHns,  Ebenezer,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  1243 
Rounsavell,  Nathaniel,  proceedings  in  the  case  of  1257 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant- 

at-Arms 1*62 

12lh  CoH.  1st  Se»s,— C 


Rounsavell,  Nathaniel — continued.  Page, 
a  letter  from,  in  explanation       .        •        .  1263 
Mr.  Seybert  submitted  a  resolution  to  dis- 
charge   1271 

adopted,  and  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  ordered 

to  discharge 1274 

Rules  and  Regulations,  Mr.  Blaekledge  submitted 
a  resolution  respecting  the,  for  the  gov* 
emment  of  the  troops    ....    495 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  call 
^    on  the  President    .       -        .        .        .    549 
a  Message  from  the  President  in  relation  to  1072 
Russell,  Bir.,  correspondence  o^  with  Mr.  Pink- 

ney 1738,1740 

correspondence  of;  with  the  Maifvisof  Wel- 

ledey 1760 

with  the  Earl  of  Livefpoel  -  -  -  -1762 
with  the  Secretary  of  State  -  -  1768, 1988 
with  Lord  Casileveai^       ....  1785 

with  J.  S.  Smith 1812 

Rtttiierford,  John,  Mr.  King  presented  a  pelititfi 

of;  referred    ^        -        .        •        -        •  1084 
bill  to  allow,  to  bring  into  the  United  States 

certain  slaves,  read  twice        ...  1050 
third  leading  rejected         ....  143§ 

S. 
Sabbath',  a  petition  relating  to  the  profanation  of 

the,  referred  to  a  committee    «     *  -        -  1491 
report  of  said  committee     ....  1492 
motion  of  Mr.  Archer  to  meet  on  ^e,  rejected  1522 
Salaries,  Mr.  Bacon  submitted  a  reeohition  rela- 
tive to  continuance  of    .        •        .        .    372 
a  bill  to  donthiue  for  a  limited  time,  read 

twice    - 404 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        •        -  1319 
read  a  third  4iBM,  and  passed     -        -        -1321 
Sales  at  Auction,  a  bill  laying  dutie8  on,  read 

iwlee 1555 

Salt,  on  motion  of  Mr.  i^uincj,  several  petitions 
of  manufaeturers  of,  reliirred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of.  the  Whole      -        -        -        -1072 
a  bin  laying  a  duty  on,  read  twice      •        •  1555 
Sattmoos,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  biU  to  avdior- 

ise  additional  Brigadiers          ...  1615 
Saunden,  Reobea,  a  biU  fh>m  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  1328 

twice  read,  and  oomnitted         .        -        .  1330 
Sawyer,  Lemuel,  of  North  CaroGna,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    .        -        -        -    332 
Sohiefilin,  Jacob  and  Son,  Mr«  MitehBt  presented 

a  petition  o^  referred      -        -      .  -        •    476 
Secrecy,  on  mpt^n  of  Mr*  Omndy,  a  eemmilte^ 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  viel^ 
tion  o^  in  the  proceedings      -        -        -  1808  - 
report  of  said  connnittse    -        -        .        .  1617 
Seciet  I^eedings,  report  of  the  eomttiittee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  vielatioBS  of 
order  respecting  the       -       -        -       -  1865 
debate  on  the  case  of  RoansaveU       *       -  1263 
journal  ef  the    - '      -        -        -        •        -  1587 
Sevier,  John,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified,  and 

took  hm  seat  -        -  *    882 

Seybert,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  ofdnaneebiU      •    692 
an  the  biU  reelecting  the  Naval  BstabKsh- 

ment 923 

reniaiks^  introducing  a  reeoklion  respect- 
ing arts  and  manofiictures      -        -        -  1083 
on  the  duties  imposed  on  distilleis      -       •1115 
on  his  motion  to  re£ir  a  petition         -       -  1241 
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Seybeit,  Mr.,  remarks  of— continaed.  Pmff«. 

onthectse  of  Rovnsivell  1257,  1S66,  1368,  1272 
on  the  imporUtion  bill  -  .  .  .  1301 
speech  of,  on  the  renewal  of  a  patent  ru^t  1446 
on  the  embargo  bill  ....  1687,  1592 
dhattttck,  Jared,  report  on  the  petition  of,  read 
And  re£irred   to  the  Committee  of  the 

.  Whole 427 

a  bill  for  the  relief  o^read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted    -  1489 

Sheffej,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an 

additional  militajy  force  -        -        -    619 

remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  RonasaTell        *  1268, 

1259,  1267,  1274 
Sherifis,  on  matimr  of  Mr.  Jennmge,  a  eommU- 
-tee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  authorizing  the  election  of,  ' 
Jn  Indiana  Te?ritorj       ....    373 
a  bill  to  that  «fiect  read  twiee>  and  commit- 
ted         -    420 

reported,  and  imtoied  to  ft  third  reading     -  1879 
tead  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1379 
Shipman,  Dennlson,  and  Company,  Mr.  Tall- 

toadge  presented  the  petition  of       .        .    369 
ffbOi  Manulhcturers,  the  petition  of,  praying  pro- 
tection .......    352 

Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  Commissionen  of 

the        .        ^        .,       .        .        -        -  2075 
Smilie,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  bis  resolution  to  refer 

the  Message 336,  339 

on  the  bill  for  the  gotornment  of  Louisiana 

Territory 357 

•n  Mr.  Rhea's  reso)ution  for  additional  du- 
ties       --*.-.,      .    389 
on  the  rules  and  orders      ....     571 
on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional militaiy  force     ...        *    611 
on  receding  from  amendment  of  the  same, 

disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  -  .  702,  706 
•n  the  bill  to  raiae  Tolunteeni  733, 766,  773,  793, 

798 
•n  the  Navy.  biH  ....  910,931 
on  marriage  licdbses  -  ....  i041. 
pn  the  loan  bill  .        .  .      .        w        .  i089 

on  introdnoing  ft  ni»tioA  to  adjourn  fitf  Good  ' 

Friday -  124O 

■tatements  of,  in  regard  to  Boun8a'?ell        .  1274 
remarks  ^  on  the  resolution  rei^>eeliilg, 

Caraccas  ..••••  1349 
on  the  war  taxes  .  •  .  «  .  15A8 
on  the  embargo  bill  .        •        •        .        •  1593 

Smith,  Joieph,  petHion  of,  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  .        .        .        .        .  1438 
SttMh,  John  Spear,  correspondeiic^  of  with  the 

Secretaiy  of  Sfote  -        .        .  1741, 1749 

with  Lord  WMlesley  ....  1914 

Snethen,  Rer.  Mr,  ele^ion  of,  as  Chaplain        .    345 
Spain,  Mr.  Poindexler  submitted  a  resolution  in 

relation  to  a  negotiation  with  •  -  581 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  lo  caH 

on  the  President 595 

Spanish  American  Colonies,  so  much  of  thiB 
Message  ai  relates  to  the,  referred  to'  a 
select  eommittoe    --•...    835 
report  of  said  committee  rea^    ...    427 
Speaker  oC  the  House,  remarks  of  the,  in  defenee 

of  a  decision 1468 

ft  note  from  tho»  to  the  National  Inteffigan- 
o«r        .•-...       .  1469 


Spoliations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  a  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  inquiring  into      -        -  1006 
Standing  Copimittees,  appointment  of  the         -    333 
Standing  Rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bsssett,  a  com- 
mittee was  .appointed  to  prepajre     -        -    348 
report  of  said  committee  retorred  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole       -        -        -    896 
reported  with  amendments         ...    539 
which  were  c<mcurred  in    -        -        -        -    561 
Stanford,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the 

Committed  of  Foreign  Relations  -  •511 
remarks  of,  on  the  rules  and  orders  -  -571 
on  the  Senate  bill  for  an  additional  military 

force  -...---  665 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  employ  the 

Army  -.-..-.  733 
on  the  bill  to  continue  salaries  -        -        -  1015 

on  the  salt  tox 1118 

Steamboats,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fat  enrolling 

and  licensing  .....  1034 
committed  to  th^  Committee  of  the  Whole  1040 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .        >        .        -        -1156 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        .1196 
Stone,  Silas,  the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Useful  Arts    ....  1045 
Stout,  John  N.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of^  read  twice, 

and  committed        .....  1157 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1337 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1339 
Stow,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  for  addi- 
tional military  force        .        *        .        .     tf^5 
remarks  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess  1339 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  issue 
of  Treasury  notes  .        -        -        -        .  1503 
-    remarks  of,  on  the  war  taxes      -        -        -  1568 
on  the  embargo  bill   -        -        -  1588,  1595 

St^eshly,  Thomas,  and  William,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  for  relief  of  -  -  .  .  1333 
4«ad  twice,  and  committed  ...  1326 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

ft  third  reading 1439 

Stuart,  Philip,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified  and 

took  his  seat  .-.-..  334 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  Wabash  bUl 1349 

puts  a  question  to  Mn  Widgery  *        -  1619 

Sn^r,  a  bill  laying  additional  duties  on«  refined 

in  the  Ubited  Sutes      ....  1685 
Snn^ayf*  Mr.  Lyle  presented  a  petition  that 

mails  may  not  be  carried  on  -  -  .  -  M4 
Mr»  Lacock    presented  a  petition  4o  the 

same  efiect  .--...  $96 
other  petitions  praying  the  same  420, 495,  533, 585 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General  on   the 

subject,  referred  •••*..  586 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  «• .  -  -  618 
other  petitions,  to  the  same  efibct  -  800,  1031 
St.  Clah*,  Arthur,  a  hill  for  relief  of,  road  twice  1040 
reported  without  amendment  ...  11C7 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1158 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  an  annu- 
ity to    -  1366 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1376 
rejected  on  the  third  reading      ...  1430 
a  petition  of,  referred  to  a  select  committee  1437 
a  bill  granting  an  annui^  to,  twice  read  and 
committed     ......        .  1431 

r€(jected  on  third  reading  .       .       •       •  1449 
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Taggart,  Mr.,  speech  of,  intended  to  be  deliv- 
ered on  the  declaration  of  war        -        -  1638 
Taliafinro,  John,  Mr.  Barwell  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  complaining  of  the  nndae  elec- 
tion of  John  P.  Hungerford ;  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections    ...    332 
report  of  said  committee,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       -        .        .        -357 
admitted  to  a  seat  on  the  floor    ...    363 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  h\K  case,  read    377 
testimony  in  support  of  his  claim  to  a  seat  .    380 
decision  of  the  Honse  in  favor  of       .        .    395 
was  dulj  qaalified,  and  took  his  seat  .        .    896 
Tallmadge,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's 

motion  to  employ  the  Army  ...     723 
on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  Quartermaster*s 
department    ......    801 

speech  of,  on  the  militia  bill      -        *        -  1014 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia  1046, 1080 
on  the  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction      -  1092 
on  the  case  of  Rounsavell  ....  1248 

on  the  ordnance  bill  ....  1323 

on  the  death  of  the  Vice  President    -        -  1325 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  Assistant 
Secretaries  of  War        ....  1371 

remarks  of,  on  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the 

embargo       , 1417 

Taybr,  and*  Richards,  an  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of     -        .        .        .        -        .    420 
Tea  Plant,  a  quantity  of,  presented  by  J.  S. 

Grimes.  ...--.  I437 
a  letter  respecting  the  culture  of  1.  -  2178 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  o^  disapproving  certain 
amendments  of  the  Constitution  proposed 
by  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  and  Vir- 
ginia      659 

resolution  ratifying  the  amendment  of  the 

same,  in  relation  to  titles        ...    5(9 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  in  relation 
to  certain  lands  in  ....  1  i$o 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  State 

of,  to  issue  grants,  &c  -  -  -  .  1366 
reed  twice,  and  oommitted  ...  1376 
reported,  and  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on 

Tublic  Lands 1434 

report  of  said  committee  committed  (o  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  .  .  .  1449 
Tamtories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  suspend- 
ing the  opening  ef  the  land  offices  in  the  344 
TttMitoiy  of  Louisiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea, 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the, 
pffsseoted  at  last  session,  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee  •        •        •        .    332 

.    a  hill  providing  for  the  government  of  the, 

reed  twice,  and  oommitted  .  «  .  348 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1248 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1279 
returned  amended,  and  ooncnrred  in  •  •  1434 
a  bill  making  further  provision  tor  settling 

eUims  to  land  in,  read  twice  .  •  •  1326 
reed  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  •  •  1434 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  aaendments  1482 
ooQOonedin     •-•...  1484 


Territory  of  Louisiana— continued.  Pag^ 
sundry  resolutions  of  the  people  of,  asking 
that  the  second  grade  of  government  may 
be  extended  to  Uie,  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee          408 

a  petition  adverse  to  the  former  -        -        -|   420 
Territory  of  Orleans,  a  bill  to  extend  the  time 
for  opening  the  several  land  offices  in, 
read  twice,  and  committed      ...    849 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •    358 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    366 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PuUic 
Lands  -        .        -        .        -        -        •    373 
agreement  reported,  and  ooncnrred  in         •    897 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  giving  further  time 

^  for  registering  claims  to  land  in      -        *  1249 
a'bill  to  the  same  eilect,  read  twice    •        -  1049 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  *        .        •        •  1078 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        •        .  1088 
a  Message  from  the  President  tranamttting 
the  proceedings  of  a  convention  in  pnrsn- 
ance  of  the  act  to  enable  the  people  o^  to 
form  a  constitutioa,  dbc.        ...  115s 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        «        •  1 156 
Thompson,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twioe, 

and  committed       .....  12O8 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      •  1343 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1347 

Thornton,  William,  petition  df,  referred    *        •  1324 

Tobacco,  a  comuiittee  was  appointed  to  inquire 

concerning  our  trade  in  -        -        -        •    596 
Tonnage,  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  report  a  statement  of  the 

district,  dec 550 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        .        .        •    732 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 

obedience 1018 

a  bill  to  lay  additional  duties  on,  read  twice  1556 
Toulmin,  Harry,  the   Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  containing  charges  against 

Judge 523 

Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  • 

committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of    668 
the  resolution  withdrawn,  and  the  charges, 

dtc,  referred  to  a  select  committee  -    667 

sundry  papers  in  refutation  of  the  charges 

against 764, 1218 

a  favorable  report  of  the  conduct  of,  con- 
curred in       -----        -  1438 

the  complaint  against,  at  large  -        •        •  2168 
Trading  Licenses,  so  much  of  the  Message  as 
relates  to  foreign,  was  referred  to   the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manuiae- 
tures     .......    888 

Transfer  of  Moneys,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  of^  the         •        •        •    408 

Treaenry  Nolee„  a  bill  to  aaibenae  tiM  issue  o( 

read  twice,  dec      .....  1480 
OTdered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        .       •  1498 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed     ...  1498 
retnmedfrom  the  Senate  with  amendmenli, 
and  oonenrred  in   •        •        -        -        •  1558 
Troupf  Mr«t  speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations   .        -        -    490 
remarks  o^  on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to 

raise  an  additjonal  miUtarr  force     -        •    618 
on  the  motion  to  reeede  from  diaegreement 
on  the  aune 708 
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Troap,  Mr. — continued.  ^^f!^* 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  rtise  To|antcen>     «    TiO 

remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues        -  1185,  1194 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  an^orize  Assistant 

Secretaries  of  War         ....  1859 

Tarrean,  General,  correspondence  of«  with  the 

Secretary  of  8 tote  -        -        -        -  1984 

U. 
Unchartered  Banks,  Mr.  Oholson  submitted  a 

retolutioii  in  ri»lation  to  -        .        .        .  1162 
Union  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Smilie  presented  a 
memorial  of  the,  referred  to  a  select  eom- 

mittee 413 

the  said  memorial  at  large  •        •        -  3159 

UniTersity  of  Orleans,  a  petition  of  the  Tnisteee 
of  the,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pnb^ 

Uc  Lands -  1450 

Urtnline  Nuns,  the  petition  of  the,  presented    -    697 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -    701 
a  bill  to  authorise  the  exchange  of  lands 

with  the,  lead  twice        -        -        •       '-  1105 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -  1282 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed     ...  1289 
returned  from  tne  Senate  withamendmentB  1319 
concurred  in      -----        -  1851 

Useful  Arts,  dbc,  a  biU  from  the  Senate  toseenre 

inventors  in  the,  exdusiTe  rights     -        -  1018 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  select  com- 
mittee    1021 

r^Mrted  widi  amendments,  and  committed    1101 

V.  ' 

Yenexuela,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  citiiens  of,  read 

twice 1866 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1378 
Vermont,  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  ratify- 
ing the  amendment  of  the  Constitution 

relating  to  titles 559 

a  report  of  the  Land. Commissioners  for  the 
District  of,  referred         -        -        -        -  1550 

Veisels,  repaired,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  re- 
port the  number  0^  dbc  .        .        -        •    584 
tiie  report  as  ordered    ,      -'       -        -        -    664 
captured,  Mr.  Little  submitted  a  resolution 

requesting  information  as  to  the  number  of    732 
a  report  of  the  captures  of,  made  by  Great 
Britain-        .*.-..  1753 
Vice  President,  a  message  from  the  Senate  ap- 

nouncing  the  death  of  the      ...  1326 
Virginia,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  ap- 
proving the  measures  of  Government     -  1012 
Virginia  Militory  Land  Warranu,  on  motion  of 
Mr.   McKee,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  in  relation  to        -    352 
report  of  said  committee  read    ...    368 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in-        -        -        -        -        -        -        -    560 

a  bill  to  ascertain  and  e8tdl>lish  the  bonndiriee 
of  the,  read  twice,  Ac   -        -        -        -    589 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  ^  .  1035 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  •  -  1036 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1434 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  1435 
a  disagreement  reported,  and  conouired  in  -  1450 
the  Senate  insisted  -  .  -  -  -  1482 
the  House  insisted,  and  asked  a  oonibrence  1484 
report  of  the  managers  agreed  to  •  -  1487 
modifieatiotts  reported  ooncorted  in  -  •  1513 
modifications  agreed  to  by  the  SeaaAe         -  1583 


Page. 
Virginia  Revolutienary  Claims,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  concerning         -       -  1216 
report  of  said  committee    -        •        -        -  1349 
Volunteers,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to 

accept,  read  twice,  dec  •*        -        -       -    683 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 

bill  recommitted  to  select  committee        -    619 
reported  with  amendment  ....    664 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •        -        -    849 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in    -        -        -        -       ^^  1009 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  relation  to, 
referred  ......  1567 

a  bill  supplementary  io  the  act  to  raise, 
read  twice     ......  1678 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ^  .  •  .  1574 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  -  1680 
returned  with  amendments  ...  1684 
,  concurred  in     -----        -  1666 

W. 

Wabaeh,  Mr.  Ormsby  submitted  a  resolution  rel- 
ative to  the  battle  on  the        -        -        -    667 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  official  report  of  Governor  Harrison  ^ 
the  particulars  of  the  battle,  dbc,  referred 
to  a  select  committee     -        -        -        -    667 

a  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, praying  provision  for  the  heirs  of 
the  killed,  dtc,  referred  to  the  sume  com- 
mittee -------683 

report  of  the  committee     -        -        -        -    698 

a  petition  of  the  officers  who  served  on  the  823 
a  bill  ordered  for  relief  of  the  heirs,  dbc.  -  1041 
a  bill  for  relief  of  the  officers,  dtc,  dec,  read 

tvrice,  *c 1077 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1086 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  -  1086 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1840 
read  and  referred  -  -  .  -  .  1246 
amendments  disagreed  to  -  -  -  -  1260 
'  the  Senate  insisted    -----  1278 

'    the  House  receded 1229 

the  official  report  of  the  battle  on  the         -  2118 
War,  petitions  in  favor  of,  and  remonstrating 

against    -  1436,  1478,  1479,  1481,  1482,  1483, 
1487,  1489,  1491,  1492,  1616,  1662, 1670 
Mr.   Randolph  submitted  a  resohi^n  in 
writing,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  resort  to, 
against  Great  Britoin    -        -        -        -  1467 
a  bill  declaring,  read  twice,  and  committed    1682 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      •  1634 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1637 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1680 
concurred  in,  and  signed  by  the  Speaker    -  1682 
signmi  by  the  Proeident  of  the  United  Stales  106t 
War  Taxes,  Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  reaokitioa 
to  discharge  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  from  the  farther  consideration  of 

the 154« 

'  Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolution  to  poel- 

pone  the  same l^ 

ordered  to  be  printed,  and  postponed  •        •  1668 
Wa^ngton,  a  petition  praying  certain  amend- 
ments in  the  charter  o^  refiBrrfd     -       -    896 
a  bill  for  the  amendment  of  the  charter  of, 

read  twice,  dfcc      ...---    586 
reported,  and  recommitted  to  a  select  com- 
mittee         -    828 
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WMhington — continued.  Page, 
an  amendatoiy  bill  reported,  read,  and  com- 
mitted     1018 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1319 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiced      ...  1321 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1333 
concurred  in      -----        -  1342 

Washington  College,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 

Trustees  of,  read  twice,  &c.    ...    719 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -  1377 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1379 
Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of 333 

Webb,  Josiah  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  &c 262 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -     369 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -    371 
Wellesley,  Lord,  correspondence  o^  with  Mr. 

Pinknej 1721, 1730 

West  Florida,  Mr.  Poindezter  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  people  of,  praying  to  be  an- 
nexed to  Mississippi  Territory,  6lc.  -  368 
so  much  of  said  petition  as  refers  to  annex- 
ation, referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
admission  of  Mississippi  Territory  into 

the  Union 367 

■o  much  of  the  said  petition  as  refers  to  land 
claims,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands       367 

the  petition  for  annexation,  at  large  -  •  21.57 
West,  John  8.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  A:c.  1157 
Weston,  Ezra,  and  Son,  petition  of,  referred  to  a 

select  committee    -----  1326 
Wharton,  Thomas  F.,  an  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of,  concurred  in  -        -        -    427 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in       -        -        -        -    669 
Whipple,  Abraham,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice,  Ac. 844 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -    356 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    366 
Whitd,  Bartholomew,  petition  of,  presented,  and 

leave  given  to  withdraw  it  -  -  -  1250 
Whitehill,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  war  taxes  -  1568 
Whitlow,  Charles,  petition  of,  referred  -  403,  846 
Whitney,  Eli,  petition  of  .  -  -  -  -  1325 
referred  to  a  select  committee  ...  1326 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  A&c  -  -  14 14 
Widgery*  William,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qual- 

fied,  and  took  his  seat    ....    334 
remarks  of,  on  the  reference  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message 339 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay*s  amendment  to  the 
Senate  bill  for  raising  an  additional  mili- 
tary force       602 

on  the  motion,  after  being  amended  -  -  668 
remarks  of,  on  receding  from  disagreement 

with  the  Senate  on  the  same  ...    706 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  to  employ  the 

Army 726 

on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  •  -  731,777 
apeech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval 

Establishment 996 

on  the  war  taxes 1142 

remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  Rounsayell  -  1266 
speech  of,  on  the  importation  bill  •  -  1300 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  a  recess    •  1337, 

1338 
on  the  embargo  bill 1697 


Page. 
Wilkinson,  General  James,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  relief  of 1666 

proceedings  of  the  court  martial  on    -        -  2126 
Williams,  D.  R.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution 

concerning  public  defence  •  -  -  341 
on  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  additional 

military  force  .....  696 
speech  of,  on  the  amendments  proposed  to 

the  same -    678 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  a  Quar- 
termaster's department  ....    802 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment      939 

on  arming  the  militia  ....  1046 
on  the  ordnance  bill  .....  1323 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess  -  -  1339 
on  the  Senate  bill  ibr  Assistant  Secretaries 

of  War 1366 

on  the  District  banks  ....  1422 

on  the  resolution  to  recall  abpentees      1424, 1426 
on  maritime  defence  .....  1572 

on  the  embargo  bill    -        •        -        -        •  1696 
Williams,  Jonathan,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     ....    933 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1479 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1483 
Wilson,  Mr«,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  vol- 
unteers ......    771J 

Wilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  read  twice, 

and  committed 1048 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -1158 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  1 196 
Winn,  Richard,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    ....    331 
Winters,  Elisha,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  road  twice, 

Ac 1226 

Wirgman,  Charles,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    643 
Witnesses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Milnor,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  for  the  compenaa- 

-  tion  of <•-    368 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  petition  of  the, 
in  the  case  of  Aaron  Burr,  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee      ....    623 
Wright,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment to  the  apportionment  bill        -  -      -    409 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 

Relations 467 

remarks  of,  on  rules  and  orders  -        -    671 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  Senate  bill  for 

additional  military  force  -        - .       -    608 

on  receding  from  said  amendment      -        -    708 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  employ  the 
Army    -        -        -        -        -        -    720,  726 

on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  -  -  739,  797 
speech  of,  on  the  Naval  Establishment  bill  940 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia  -  1081 
speech  of,  on  the  war  taxes  -  •  «  1122 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues  ...  1184 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  District 

Court  biU  -  -  -  .  -  .  1229 
on  the  bill  to  permit  imporUtions  -  1290, 1308 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess        -        -1316 

on  the  ordBance  bill 1323 

on  the  bill  authprizing  Assistant  Secretaries 

of  War 1376 

speech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  -  1412 
remarks  o^  on  the  District  banks  •  -  1422 
oil  recalling  absentees       ....  1426 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


kxv 


INDEX. 


Ixxvi 


House  Proceedings  and  Debates, 


Wright,  Mr.,  remarks  of— coniinned.  Page, 

on  a  question  of  order  ...  1464,  1465 
on  the  repeal  of  the  non-importation  act  -  1641 
on  the  war  taxes 1568 

y. 

Teas  vni  Nays,  on  recommitting  the  resolutions 

reported  to  refer  the  President's  Message     840 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  read  the  docu- 
ments   -------    341 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

Commodore  Whipple  •  -  -  -  866 
on  filling  the  blank  in  the  apportionment 

bUl 3fi6 

on  recommitting  the  same  -        .        .        -   .366 
on  concurring  with  the  Comroitttee  of  Elec- 
tions in  their  report  on  the  contested  elec- 
tion between  John  P.  Hungerford  and  Jno. 
Taliaferro      -        -        -        -        *        -    393 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  recommit  the 

report 394 

on  John  P.  Hnngeriord's  title  to  a  seat  •  396 
on  the  right  h(  John  Taliaferro  to  the  aame  396 
on  postponing  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  apportionment  bill  -  -  -  -  40t 
on  concurring  in  the  same  -  .  .  -  412 
on  agreeing  to  the  Arti  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  -  -  419 
on  agreeing  to  the  second  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  -  -  645 
on  agreeing  to  the  third  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relations    -        •    646 
on  agreeing  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  resolu- 
tions of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions     .-*----    647 
on  receding  from   disagreement  with   the 

Senate  on  the  apportionment  bill  -  •  688 
on   amending  the  sixth  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  '  -  664,  665 
on  agreeing  to  said  resolution  -  -  .  666 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  complete 

the  existing  MiKtarj  Establishment  -  666 
on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional military  force  -  -  -  -  612 
on  the  thhd  reading  of  said  bill  -  •  -  617 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  691 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  postpone  the 

same  indefinitely  -.--•-  716 
on  receding  from  the  first  amendment  to  the 

same  -  -  -  -  -  .  -  717 
on  receding  from  the  other  amendments  •  718 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  employ  the 

Army  in  making  roads,  &c.  -  •  •  727 
on  amending  the  bill  to  raise  Tolunteen     -  779, 

798,  799 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill  -  -  800 
on  filling  a  blank  in  the  navy  bill  -  988,  1000 
on  a  motion  to  amend  the  same,  999,  1002,  1003 
on  making  the  appropriation  for  the  same 

for  three  years 1000 

on  amending  the  bfll  relating  to  the  Military 

Establishment 1008 

on  amending  the  general  appropriation  bill  1010 
ott  the  third  reading  of  Oke  militia  bill  -  •  1019 
on  the  passage  of  said  bill .  -  •  -  1021 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  ^fbnco  of 

maritime  frontier 1080 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

infirm  and  disabled  ofllcers,  &c.  -  •  1088 
on  amending  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia,  1047, 1070 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page, 

on  reconsidering  a  vote  in  relation  to  said 

bill 1057 

on  the  resolution  to  raise  a  provisional  army  1069 
on  the  previous  question  -  -  -  -  1082 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  arm  &e 

militia 1084 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  loan  bill  -  -  1087 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same-  •  -  1092 
oil  the  resolutions  to  increase  the  import 

duties 1108 

on  postponing  the  second  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  •  -  1110 
on  agreeing  to  the  same  -  -  -  -lUl 
on  agreeing  to  the  third  resolution  -  -  1 1 1 1 
on  the  proposed  salt  tax  -  1124,  1116,  1127 
on  reconsidering  a  vote  .  -  -  -1126 
on  recommitting  the  report  as  to  war  taxes  1 145 
on  taxing  distillers  -  -  -  .  •  1147 
on  taxing  retailers  of  wines,  Slc*  -  -  1 148 
on  taxing  sales  at  auction  -  ^  -  •  .1148 
on  taxing  refined  sugar  -  •  -  -  1 149 
on  taxing  pleasure  carriages  •  •  .  1150 
on  taxing  bank  and  other  notes  -  1160, 1151 

on  the  question  of  direct  tax       •        -        -  1152 
on  allowing  deduction  to  such  States  as  as- 
sume to  pay,  dtc  -        -        -        -        •  1153 
on  the  time  when  said  taxes  shall  begin     -  1 158 
on  the  continuance  of  the  saae  for  a  year 

after  the  war  -  -  -  .  -  1154 
on  all  the  tax  resolotiona  together  -  -  1155 
on  concurring  with  the  amendments  of  the 

Senate  to  the  bill  for  defence,  d&c  -  -  1161 
on  empowering  the  Committee  of  Foreign 

Relations  to  sen^for  persons,  dec.  -  -  1196 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  fbr  relief  of 

General  St.  Ciair 1196 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  passing  the  Dis- 
trict Court  bill       119T 

on  amending  the  bill  to  repeal  the  tenth  sec- 
tion of  the  United  Sutaa  Bank  act         -  1199 
on  amending  the  Mississippi  bill         -        -  1209 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        -        •  1209 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -        -  1212 
on  amending  the  bill  relating  to  Quartermas- 
ter's department     -        -          1213.  1214,  1416 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  admit  Lou- 
isiana     1227 

on  concurring  with  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment of  the  District  Court  bill        -        -  1280 
on  a  motion  to  revise  the  penal  code  -        -  1288 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

WHKam  ffubbell 1246 

on  the  question  of  excluding  N.  Ronnsavell 
from  conversation  with  members  while  in 
custody  of  the  8ergeant-at-Arms     -        -  1261 
on  amending  a  motion  to  discharge  said 

Rounsavell 1274 

on  the  President's  objections  to  a  bill        -  1277 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  importa- 
tion bUl         1318 

oa  the  resolution  respecting  recess     -        -  1815 
on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Louisiana  Lead 
Company      ------  1318 

on  amending  the  bill  making  farther  provia- 

ion  for  the  army 1827 

on  amending  the  engineer  bill    -        -  1881, 1882 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same      -1381 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  making  fln^ 
ther  provision  for  the  army    -        •        •  1884 
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Yeas  and  Nayi — continoed.  Page, 

on  postponing  the  joint  resolution  for  recess  1335, 

1342 
on  amending  the  same  ....  1336 
on  amending  the  general  appropriation,  bill  1346 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  concerning  the 

Canary  Islands  -  -  -  •  -  1849 
on  the  first  clause  of  said  resolution  -  •  1350 
on  the  remainder  of  the  same  -  -  •1351 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  aathoriziBg 

Assistant  3ecretanc8  of  War  .  -  •  1376 
on  postponing  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the 

embargo 1416,1419 

on  the  Senate  bill  granting  annuity  to  Gren« 

eral  St.  Clair 1420 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 

the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria        -  1423 
on  adjourning  firom  Thursday  to  Monday  -  1428 
en  amending  the   bill  for  relief  of  Anna 
Touflg  •        -        -        -        -        .        -  1480 

en  the  final  passage  of  the  same        -        -  1433 
on  postponing  the  report  relating  to  the  Ca- 
nary Islands  -         -        -         -        -         -  1438 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bfll  ibr  relief  of 

General  St.  Clair 1449 

on  appeal  from  the  Speaker's  decision        -  1466 
on  considering  Mr.  Randolph's  anti-war  res- 
olution -.----.  1470 

on  Mr.  Pearson's  resolution  regarding  enlist- 
ments   -        -        -        -        -        -        •■  1486 

on  agreeing  to  the  report  ia  fiiMror  of  Amy 

Dardin •  1488 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Treasury  note 

bill •        '  1609 

on  amending  the  bill  to  impose  additional 

duties    ....  1614,  1615,  1580 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -        -        -  1631 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  sus* 

pend  the  non-importation  act  -  •  1534 
on  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote  •  1542 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same  •  1543 
on  reconsidering  the  last  vote  ...  1545 
on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  non-inter- 
course act  -.----  1546 
on  postponing  the  several  bills  laying  war 

taxes  ---.--.  1658 
on  amending  the  bill  to  prohibit  exporta- 

tions  of  munitions  of  war  -  -1560,1664 
on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  same  -  -  1563 
on  the  passage  of  the  same  ...  1670 
on  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote  -  167'^ 
on  amending  the  bill  respecting   deferred 

stocks 1579,  1680 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  raise  vol- 
unteers   1680 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  relating  to 
dcierred  stocks 1581 


169a 
169» 


-  160<V 


1612 

1612 
1613 


-  1614 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page, 

on  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 

Army 1681 

on  reconsidering  the  last  vote  ...  1582 
on  ordering  the  same  to  a  third  reading  -  1683 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  •  1683 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  bill  for 

volunteers 1686 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  •  1686 
on  the  previous  question  ....  1595 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  embargo  faiil  -  169& 
on  the  day  for  reading  the  same  -  -  1697 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  •  -  I598- 
on  preserving  secrecy  with  respect  to  the 
additional  army  bill  .... 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill 
on  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
violations  of  secrecy  .... 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  embargo 

bill 

on  the  previous  question  ... 

on  an  appeal  from  the  Speaker's  decision   - 
on  concurring  with  the  amendments  of  the 

Senate  to  the  embargo  bill 
on  the  question  of  secrecy  on  the  non-impor- 

Ution  bill 1617,  1620 

on  the  question  respecting  additional  briga- 
diers       1619 

on  amending  the  non-importation  bill  1621,  1622 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  1622 
on  indefinite. postponement  of  the  Senate's 

amendments  to  the  same        ...  1623 
on  referring  a  confidential  Message  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole        ...  1629 
on  removing  the  iigunction  of  secrecy  fiN>m 

the  same        ....  1030,  1631 

on  rejecting  the  bill  declaring  war  -  -  1632 
on  a  motion  to  amend  the  same  -  .  1683 
on  postponing  the  same  ....  1636 
on  adjourning  during  discussion  of  the  same  1636 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -        .  1637 

on  expunging  from  the  Journal,  the  decla- 
ration of  Mr.  Poindexter         ...  1679 
on  laying  on  the  table  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment to  the  war  bill       ....  1680 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same      -  1680, 

1681,  1682 
on  the  question  of  secrecy  respecting  the 

occupation  of  Florida     ....  1683 
on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill  -        -  1684 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Ridgely's  resolntioa  on 

the  same 1686 

on  considering  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution 

relating  to  secrecy  ....  1693 

Young,  Anna,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  dbc.  1244 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     .   -        -  1431 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1433 
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2356 


.  2227 


2354 
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A.  Page. 

Additional  Daties,  an  act  for  imposing,  on  goods, 

wares,  dec,  imported      ....  2338 

Additional  Military  Force,  an  act  to  raise  an     -  2229 

an  act  making  appropriations  for  an  -        -  2240 

an  act  sopplementaiy  to  the  act  to  raiae  an  2243 

an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  raise  an  2245 

an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  raise  an      -  2266 

Affidavits  and  Bad,  an  act  for  the  more  convo' 

nieni  taking  of,  dec       .... 

Alien  Enemies,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act 

concerning    .... 
Apportionment  of  Representatives,  an  act  for  the, 
among  the  several  8tates»  according  to 
the  third  enumeration    - 
Armstrong,  John,  an  act  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  suspend  the  pay< 
ment  of  certain  bills  drawn  by 
Army  of  the  United  States,  an  act  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the     - 
*n  act  f»r  the  mor«  perfect  organization  of 

the 

an  act  concerning  the  pay  of  the        -        -  2357 
an  act  making  further  provision  for  the      -  2361 
Artificers,  an  act  for  organizing  a  Corps  of       -  2277 
Arts  and  Manufacturesi^a  joint  resolution  on  the 

subject  of 2362 

B. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  an  act  repealing  the 
tenth  section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the 2255 

Barbary  Powers,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  for 
a  further  time  the  first  section  of  the  act 
fuHiher  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States  against  the      -  2235 

Boundaries,  an  act  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  ascertain  and  desig- 
nate certain 2307 

Brownstown,  an  act  to  authorize  the  surveying 
and  making  of  certain  roads  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the  Treaty  o( 
in  Michigan  Territory    ....  2226 

C. 

Congress,  an  act  fixing  the  time  ibr  the  next 

meeting  of    -        -        -        •        •        .  2357 

Connecticut,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  holding 

the  District  Courts  in  the  District  of       -  2235 

Cumberland  Road,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act 

concerning 2293 


Detachment  from  die  Militia,  an  act  to  author- 
izea 

Detroit,  an  act  to  authorize  the  granting  of  pat- 
ents for  land,  dec.,  in  the  District  of 

District  of  Columbia,  an  act  authorizing  remis- 
sion of  forfeited  recognisance  within  the 
an  act  to  amend  the  laws  within  the  • 


2267 

2278 

2319 
2323 


District  of  Cotnrabia— oontiniiad.  Page, 

an  act  supplementary  to  tlM  act  to  provide 
for  a  mom  afSMtnal  Mganization  of  the 

MiUtia«fthe 2388 

an  act  eonforring  certain  powers  on  the  levy 

court  of  the  county  of  Washington  in  the  2341 
an  aet  further  to  amend  the  chnrter  of  the 
City  of  Washington  in  the     -        -        -  2284 
Doeumentf ,  an  act  to  authorize  the  transporta- 

tioQ  of  certain,  free  of  postage        •        -  2SS5 
Drawback,  an  act  to  extend  the  time  of  export- 
ing with  privilege  of      -        •        •        -  2315 

£. 

Embargo,  an  act  laying  an,  on  all  ships  and  ires- 
sels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  a  limited  time  -        -        .  22CS 

Enemies,  an  act  to  prohibit  American  resMls 

from  trading  with  .....  2354 

Engineers,  an  act  making  ftirtiier  provision  fbr 

the  Corps  of  .....  228S 

Entry  of  Vesssls,  an  act  to  admit  the,  on  certain 

conditions      ......  2353 

F. 

First  District,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  fbr  hold- 
ing the  Circuit  Court  of  the    -        .        •  2257 

Forfeited  Recognisances,  an  act  authorizing  re- 
mission of,  within  the  District  of  Colombia  2319 

G. 

General-Land  Office,  an  act  for  the  establish- ^ 

ment  of  a-        -        -        -        -        -  2271 

General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  an  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  fbr 
the  accommodation  of  the       ...  2251 

Georgetown  Lancaster  School  Society,  an  act  to 

incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the       -        -  2256 

Government,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  of 2244 

an  act  making    additional    appropriations 
for,  &c.  ......  2298 

^hreenville,  an  act  to  authorize  the  laying  out 
and  opening  a  public  road  from  the  line 
established  by  the  Treaty  of,  to  the  North 
Bend,  in  the  Sute  of  Ohio    -        -        -  2229 

H. 

Humiliation  and  Prayer,  a  joint  resolution  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  a  day  fi>r  public  -       -  2364 

L 
Indiana  Territory,  an  act  supplementary  to  the 

act  fbr  dividing,  dec       ....  2315 
Invalid  Pensioners,  an  act  concerning        -       -  2346 

J. 
Jeflforaon  College,  an  act  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  locate  the  lands 
reserved  for  the  use  of  the,  in  Mississippi 
Territory 2289 
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Kaflkaskia,  an  act  for  the  revinon  of  former  con- 
finnations,   ind  for    confirming    certain 
daimi  to  land  in  the  District  of      -        -  2237 
an  act  to  establiah  a  land  district  in  the  Illi- 
nois Territory  east  of  the  District  o^  &c.   3241 


Letters  of  Marqae,  dec,  an  act  concerning        -  2327 
LeTj  Court,  an  act  conferring  certain  powers  on 
the,  of  Washington  county,  District  of 

Columbia 2341 

Library,  an  act  making  further  appropriations  for 

the  support  of  a 2225 

a  joint  resolution  granting  permission  to  the 
Judges  of  the  United  Sutes  Courts  to 
hare  the  use  of  the  books  in  the  -  -  2362 
Light-Houses,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  purchase  of  Winslow 
Lewis  his  patent  right  to  an  improTement 
in  the  method  of  lighting  -  -  -  2250 
Loan,  an  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  eleven  mil- 

Uons 2268 

an  act  supplementary  to  the  foregoing        -  2360 
Louisiana,  an  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State 

of,  into  the  Union,  dec  -        -        -        -  2264 

an  act  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  State  of  -  2270 

an  act  granting  to  the  Governor  oU  and  hii 
successors  in  office,  a  lot  of  ground  and 
building  thereon,  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans              ;        -  2284 

an  act  for  ascertaining  titles  and  claims  to « 
lands  in  that  part  of  the  Territory  of,  east 
of  the  river  Mississippi  and  Island  of  New 
Orieans 2276 

an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of,  into  the  Union    -  2309 

an  act  giving  validity  to  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  in  the  western  district  of  the  Terri- 
tory, now  the  State  of    -        -        -        -  2344 


Maine,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  one 

of  the  district  courts,  in  the  district  of     -  2225 

Maritime  Frontier,  an  act  making  further  appro- 
priation for  defence  of  the       -        -        -2251 
an  act  of  the  same  tenor  and  for  further  sup- 
port of  the  Navy    2835 

Maryland,  an  act  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the 

Legislature  of 2291 

Mason's  bland,  an  act  authorizing  the  cutting 
and  making  of  a  canal  around  the  west 
end  of  the  causeway  from,  to  the  main 
land 2319 

Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  an  act  to  incor- 
porate the 2300 

Military  Bounty  Lands,  an  act  to  provide  for  de- 
signating, dec 2292 

Military  Establishment,  an  act  to  complete  the 

existing 2227 

an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 

of  the 2239 

an  act  making  additional  appropriation  for 
the  existing,  and  Indian  department        •  2387 

Militia,  an  act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  2267 
an  act  to  provide  for  the  more  efibctual  or- 
ganization of  the,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia   2338 


Page. 

MiMissippi  Territory,  an  act  to  enlarge  the  bound- 
aries of  -        -        -        -        -        -        -  2298 

an  act  confirming  claims  to  lands  in,  found- 
ed on  British  and  Spanish  grants    •        •  8334 
an  act  confirming  claims  to  lands  in,  derived 
from  the  British  Government* of  West 

Florida 2352 

a  joint  resolution  requesting  the  assent  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  to  dividing,  into  two 
States 2263 

Missouri,  an  act  providing  for  the  government  of 

the  Territory  of 2310 

an  act  making  further  provision  for  settling 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Territory  of  -        -  2316 
N. 

Naval  EsUblishment,  an  act  conoeming  the      •  2261 

Navy  of  the  United  States,  an  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the        •        -  2242 

New  Orleans,  on  act  g^^mting  to  the  Corporation 
of  the  city  of,  the  use  and  possession  of  a 
certain  lot  of  ground  in  said  city      -        -  2262 

New  York,  an  act  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  judge  of  the  district  court, 
for  the  district  of 2281 

North  Bend,  an  act  to  authorize  the  laying  out 
and  opening  of  a  public  road  from  the  line 
established  by  the  Treaty  of  Greenville  to 
the,  in  the  State  of  Ohio       -        ...  899 

North  Carolina,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  district  court  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  district  of 2234 


Old  Six  Per  Cent  and  Deferred  Stocks,  an  act  au- 
thorizing subscription  to  the,  and  provid- 
ing for  an  exchange  of  the  same    -        -  2859 

Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores,  dec,  an  act  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of       -        -        -  2230 
P. 

Pearl  River,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Commis- 
sioners west  of  the        ....  225 1 

Post  Roads,  an  act  to  alter  and  establish  certam  2294 

Pre-emption,  an  act  allowing  further  time  for 
completing  the  payments  on  certain  lands 
held  by  right  of,  in  Mississippi  Territory  2226 

President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  an  act  to  com- 
pensate for  his  services,  the    -        -        -  2354 

Prisoners  of  War,  an  act  for  the  safe-keeping  and 

accommodation  of  -        -        -        -        -  2354 

Public  Buildings,  an  act  making  appropriations  to 
discharge  all  outstanding  claims  for  work 
done  on  the,  and  to  compensate  the  Su- 
perintendent  2846 

Public  Grounds,  an  act  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of 
years,  any  of  the,  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton         2345 

Public  Lands,  an  act  giving  further  time  to  pur- 
chasers of  the,  northwest  of  Ohio  river    -  2275 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  foregoing        -  2358 

Q. 

Quartermaster's  Department,  an  act  to  estoblish  a  2257 

an  act  to  amend  the  foregoing    ...  2308 

R. 

Rangers,  an  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 

United  States  to  raise  certain  companies 

of,  dec. 
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Rangers — continued.  Page. 

an  act  aapplementary  to  ^e  foregoing        •  294^ 

an  act  making  appropriation  for  the  expenaes 

incident  to  said      .....  2338 

Refngees,  an  act  concerning     ....  2274 

ReTerted  Lands,  an  act  directing  the  terms  on 

which,  shall  again  be  sold      ...  2224 
Revolutionary  War,  an  act  to  provide  for  persons 

disabled  in  the       •        -        •        >        .  2281 

8. 

Salaries,  an  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited 

time,  the  act  concerning         ...  2275 
Ships  and  Veasels,  an  act  to  authorize  the  depart- 
ure oi^  in  certain  cases  •  '     •        .        >  9281 
Specie,  &c.,  an  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  2269 
Steamboats,  an  act  respecting  the  enrolling  and 

•      licensing  of  - 2268 

Stock,  an  act  to  focilitate  the  transfer  of    •        .  2340 
Suffrage,  an  act  to  extend  the  right  of,  in  Illinois 

Territory -  2307 


Territory  of  Orleans,  an  act  exfending  the  time 

for  opening  the  several  land  offices  in  the  2228 


Territory  of  Orleans— ^continued.  Page, 

an  aci  giving  further  time  for  registering 

claims  to  land  in  the  western  district  of  the  226S 
an  act  of  the  same  tenor,  for  the  eastern  dis- 
trict of  the     2270 

Treasury  Notes,  an  act  authorizing  the  issuing  at  2335 

U. 

Ursttline  Nuns,  an  act  to  authorize  the  SeereUrj 

of  War  to  «xchaBg6  lands  with  the  -        -2272 

V. 
Venezuala,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  ci  22M 
Virginia  Military  Bounty  Lands,  an  act  concern- 
ing--         2883 

Volunteer  Military  Corps,  an  act  authorizing  Ae 
President  of  the  United  States  to  accept 

certain -  2235 

an  act  supplementary  to  the  foregoing        -  2363 

W. 
Wabash)  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  campaigm 
on  the  ....... 

War,  an  act  declaring,  vrith  Great  Britain  - 
Washington,  an  act  further  to  amend  tlia  char- 
ter of  the  City  of  ..... 
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